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Sea La Rosa lands Qatar Lillie Langtry Stakes as 
Glorious Goodwood Festival 2022 concludes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
GOODWOOD (UK)

THE 2022 renewal of Qatar 
Goodwood Festival came to 
an end on Saturday evening. 
The five-day event, spon-
sored by the Qatar Racing 
and Equestrian Club (QREC), 
started on Tuesday and, as 
ever since the initial edition 
sponsored by QREC in 2015, 
was a success in true sense of 
the word. 

Excellence was seen in 
every single detail, whether in 
terms of organisation, quality 

racing and attendance of race-
goers throughout the five days. 
The presence of QREC delega-
tion before and throughout the 
days of the Festival underlined 
the commitment of the QREC 
management to the success of 
the annual Festival. 

The delegation included 
HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman; 
Hamad Bin Abdulrahman Al 
Attiya, QREC Vice-Chairman 
and Asian Equestrian Fed-
eration President; Khalifa bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, QREC 
Board Member and Al Shaqab 

Executive Director; Khalid 
bin Mohammed Al Ali, QREC 
Board Member; Ahmad bin 
Mohammed Alabdulmalik, 
QREC Board Member; Abdul-
la Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC 
Racing Manager; and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali, Director of 
QREC Chairman’s Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department. 

Present on the final day 
was Fahad bin Hamad Al Su-
laiti, CEO of Education Above 
All Foundation, and he pre-
sented the trophies to the win-
ners of the fourth and feature 

race of the day, the Gr2 Qatar 
Lillie Langtry Stakes, present-
ed by Education Above All.

Qatari excellence was not 
limited to organisation and 
sponsorship. As usual, it has 
been associated with a victory 
on the highest level with the 
Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari-
owned Lady Princess landing 
the Gr1 PA Qatar International 
Stakes for the second straight 
year for herself and the fourth 
year in a row for Qatar; a 
feat re-confirming Qatar as 
a world’s pioneer in Arabian 
horse racing.

Sea La Rosa all class 
The final day of the five-day 
Qatar Goodwood Festival 
belonged to the Sunderland 
Holdings Inc-owned filly Sea 
La Rosa (Sea The Stars x Soha 
Rose), winner of the Gr.2 Qa-
tar Lillie Langtry Stakes.

Trained by William Hag-
gas, whose Gr.1 Qatar Suxxex 
Stakes winner Baaeed (Sea 
The Stars) stole the show ear-
lier this week, Sea La Rosa 
proved an excellent winner of 
the bizarrely- run, £300,000 
contest under leading jockey 
Tom Marquand.

As the seven runners left 

the stalls, the eventual runner-
up, Urban Artist (Cityscape) 
blitzed clear of the field and 
was soon over 50m clear of her 
pursuers. 

One of the more promi-
nently placed of Urban Art-
ist’s six rivals, Sea La Rosa 
steadily made ground on 
the leader and eventually 
took the lead inside the final 
200m and went on to win by 
a length. 

Urban Artist proved reso-
lute and claimed the runner-
up spot, a neck ahead of light-
ning-finisher Emily Dickinson 
(Dubawi), who was unsighted 

in through the early stages.
Now a dual black-type 

scorer, the well-bred Sea La 
Rosa has won six of her thir-
teen lifetime starts and re-
mains entered in both the Gr.1 
Yorkshire Oaks and the Gr.1 
Irish St.Leger.

Bred by GB Partnership, 
the four-year-old is out of 
the Listed winner Soho Rose 
(Hernando).

Soho Rose is also the dam 
of the Gr.3 Bahrain Trophy at 
Newmarket, Deauville Legend 
(Sea the Stars) and also the 
Gr.3 Placed Dean Street Doll 
(Oasis Dream).

Fahad bin Hamad Al Sulaiti, CEO of Education Above All, crowned the winners of the Qatar Lilly Langtry Stakes on the fifth and final day of 
Qatar Goodwood Festival at the Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Saturday.

Sea La Rosa is ridden by jockey Tom Marquand to victory in the Qatar Lilly Langtry Stakes at the Good-
wood Racecourse in UK on Saturday.

Fahad bin Hamad Al Sulaiti, CEO of Education Above All Foundation, presented the 
trophies to the winners of the fourth and feature race of the day – the Gr2 Qatar 

Lillie Langtry Stakes, presented by Education Above All.

Season 6 of Qatar Equestrian Tour – 
Longines Hathab from September 2

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE sixth season of Qatar 
Equestrian Tour – Longines 
Hathab supported by The 
Social & Sport Contribution 
Fund (Daam) will kick off Sep-
tember 2, the organisers an-
nounced.

An initiative of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of the Qatar Olym-
pic Committee and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Al 
Shaqab, the Qatar Equestrian 
Tour-Hathab is the country’s 
premier equestrian competi-
tion series and fulfills a vital 
role for the horse-riding com-
munity.  It seeks to inspire Qa-
tar’s next generation of inter-
national champions as well as 
increased awareness of horse-
manship as part of Qatar’s cul-
ture and tradition.

Qatar Equestrian Tour - 
Longines Hathab supported by 
The Social & Sport Contribu-
tion Fund (Daam) is organized 
and hosted jointly by Qatar 
Equestrian Federation (QEF) 
and Al Shaqab, member of 
Qatar Foundation. Tours will 
be held at QEF and the Lon-
gines Arena at Al Shaqab and 
comprise a series of 14 indi-
vidual and team competitions 
to be held between September 
2022 to April 2023, and will 
include multiple categories in 
showjumping and dressage, 
across various age groups.

The first round of Qatar 
Equestrian Tour - Longines 
Hathab supported by The 
Social & Sport Contribution 

Fund (Daam) will take place 
on the weekend of September 
2 and 3 at QEF’s Indoor Arena.

Longines, The Social & 
Sport Contribution Fund 
(Daam), ExxonMobil, and 
Salam International are the 
main partners of Qatar Eques-
trian Tour - Longines Hathab 
supported by The Social & 

Sport Contribution Fund 
(Daam)

Bader Al Darwish, Presi-
dent, Qatar Equestrian Feder-
ation, said, “We are delighted 
with the support of riders and 
spectators. We are committed 
to grow the sport and to attract 
audiences to our event.  We 
are very grateful for the sup-

port of our sponsors”.
Qatar Equestrian Tour’s 

significance is demonstrated 
by the results of the competi-
tion being used as a guide in 
the selection of riders to rep-
resent Qatar in international 
competitions, and the series 
is open to Qataris and resi-
dents of Qatar.

Chile to appeal to FIFA again for 
Ecuador’s World Cup removal

AGENCIES
SANTIAGO

THE Football Federation of 
Chile has announced that it is 
appealing against the decision 
of the world’s football govern-
ing body FIFA of rejecting its 
previous complaint regarding 
the participation of the Ecua-
dor in the forthcoming World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Chile’s Football Federation 
(ANFP) is appealing against 
FIFA’s decision to dismiss 
their complaint that Ecuador 
fielded an ineligible player 
during the World Cup qualify-
ing campaign.

FIFA’s decision on June 10 
meant Ecuador were cleared 
to play in November’s finals in 
Qatar but the Chile are sure of 
their claim and insistent.

The ANPF said it had proof 
that Ecuador’s Byron Castillo 
was born in Tumaco, Colom-
bia in 1995 and not in the Ec-
uadorean city of General Vil-
lamil Playas in 1998 as stated 
on his official documents.

It claimed the Club Leon 
full back, who played in eight 
of Ecuador’s 18 qualifying 
games for the Qatar World 
Cup, used a false passport and 
birth certificate.

FIFA had said that ‘after 
analysing the submissions of 
all parties concerned and con-
sidering all elements brought 

before it’ it was not taking ac-
tion. But on Thursday, Chile 
said they had submitted an ap-
peal to soccer’s world govern-
ing body.

Jorge Yunge, General Sec-
retary of the Chilean Football 
Association, said in a state-
ment: “We are completely sure 
about the conclusions of our 
investigations. It is absolutely 
clear that the player uses an 
adulterated Ecuadorean docu-
ment. What is at stake here is 
not just a place in the 2022 

World Cup, but the entire 
principle of fair play.”

Chile finished seventh 
in qualifying with 19 points, 
missing out on a place in the 
finals. Ecuador qualified in 
fourth place.

Castillo played in the 
World Cup qualifiers, includ-
ing the match that ended in a 
goalless draw against Colom-
bia last September and the 
match which ended in Ecua-
dor’s 2-0 victory over Chile 
last November.

Chile claim Byron Castillo (centre) was born in Colombia, not Ecuador. 

Football Federation  
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over Ecuador’s  
‘ineligible player’  

Bryon Castillo 
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‘Sunday, the king plays’: Ronaldo ahead of Man Utd-Rayo friendly
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CRISTIANO Ronaldo has re-
vealed he is set to make his 
Manchester United return in 
Sunday’s friendly against Rayo 
Vallecano at Old Trafford.

The 37-year-old striker 
missed United’s pre-season 
tour of Thailand and Australia 
due to family reasons amid re-
ports he wants to quit the club.

Ronaldo returned to Unit-
ed’s training ground earlier 
this week to discuss his future 
with new boss Erik ten Hag.

And the Portugal superstar 

has now claimed he is due to 
turn out for United on Sunday.

Responding to an Insta-
gram post commenting on 
his omission from the United 
squad in Norway, he respond-
ed: “Domingo o rei joga,” or 
“Sunday, the king plays.”

 If he does feature it will 
be Ronaldo’s first match for 
United since the 4-0 defeat at 
Brighton on May 7.

Atletico rule out  
Ronaldo swoop 
Atletico Madrid will not be 
signing Cristiano Ronaldo and 
that decision is final, accord-

ing to club president Enrique 
Cerezo.

Speaking at the presenta-
tion of defender Nahuel Mo-
lina on Friday, Cerezo said the 
newly recruited Argentina in-
ternational was “the last piece” 
of the jigsaw.

That means Diego Sime-
one’s squad is complete as far 
as Cerezo is concerned.

Molina has joined from 
Udinese, and Atletico have also 
brought in the likes of Samuel 
Lino and Axel Witsel to plump 
up their ranks after Luis Su-
arez, Sime Vrsaljko and Hec-
tor Herrera moved on.

“With this signing...we 
have managed to fit the last 
piece we were looking for,” 
said Cerezo.

“I repeat, for the journal-
ists, with this signing we have 
managed to fit the last piece 
we were looking for.” 

The emphasis spoke of 
how Cerezo wants to move 
on from the links to Ronaldo, 
after a group of Atletico sup-
porters declared their stead-
fast opposition to his potential 
arrival.

Cerezo had already said any 
deal to bring Ronaldo to Atleti-
co from Manchester United 

was “practically impossible.” 
Five-time Ballon d’Or 

winner Ronaldo, who is Real 
Madrid’s all-time record scor-
er, appears to be set on leaving 
United after the Red Devils 
failed to qualify for the 2022-
23 Champions League.

It has been reported that 
Sporting, where Ronaldo 
launched his career, could be 
a possible destination for the 
37-year-old, who scored 24 
goals across all competitions 
for United last season.

German champions Bay-
ern Munich have ruled them-
selves out of contention.Cristiano Ronaldo.

England won’t get sidetracked by  
rivalry with Germany, says coach

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

ENGLAND boss Sarina Wieg-
man has told her side to focus 
on Germany’s “players, not 
the history” in Sunday’s Euro 
2022 final.

England’s traditional rival-
ry with Germany is not exclu-
sive to the men’s game, as the 
Lionesses were thumped 6-2 
the last time they appeared 
at this stage of the European 
Championship in 2009.

But Wiegman insists re-
venge is not on the agenda.

“We approach this game 
exactly the same as every other 
game we have played,” she told 
several national newspapers.

“You know when it’s a final 
you are going to play against 
the best opponent you can im-
agine. And that’s Germany.

“Yes, we really analyse 
our opponents and talk about 
what their patterns are, what 
their strengths are, what their 
weaknesses are, if they have 
any? And then we say, what 
are our strengths? What do we 
need to do to harm them? 

“I don’t know what the 
perfect game is because who-
ever is in front of us, we want 

to beat them. This is the final 
and we just really want to win 
the final. We talk about their 
players, not the history. It is 
about the here and now.

“Germany wants to win the 
final too, of course, but we don’t 
talk about the rivalry between 
England and Germany. We 
want to show so badly how good 

we are and play our best game.
“There’s so much eager-

ness in this team to win. And 
so much resilience. We want so 
badly to show again that we are 

the best, to play our best game.
“That’s what we’ve been 

trying to do all the time. And 
then, hopefully, that will bring 
us to win. That’s basically 
where we’re at. And then on 
top of that, we talk about play-
ers but not history. It is the 
here and now.” 

Wiegman, who led the 
Netherlands to the European 
title in 2017, insists England’s 
wins over Spain and Sweden 
have instilled the belief that 
they can beat anyone.

“I think they have been 
mentally strong already,” she 
added. “I just think now they 
believe, they truly believe that 
we can beat anyone if we just 
do some things really well. We 
have already shown it, we have 
already proved ourselves that 
we can.

“It’s not just words. You 
need some behaviour too, to 
help each other. I think the 
team has done that so well.

“They’ve developed some 
confidence and then you can 
see the goal.

Mentally, it’s making the 
right football decisions in the 
game and having the right 
qualities also, because it starts 
with the quality of the players.”

EUROS 2022 WOMEN’S FINAL

England’s defender Leah Williamson controls a 
ball during a team training session at their camp 
in Teddington on Saturday, on the eve of their 
Women’s Euro 2022 final against Germany. (AFP)

Pep dazzled by ‘incredible 
style’ at women’s Euros
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

PEP Guardiola hailed the sty-
listic brilliance of women’s 
football as England prepare 
to face Germany in the Euro 
2022 final.

The Manchester City boss is 
recognised as a coach who en-
courages technical excellence, 
having been brought up through 
the Barcelona system and taken 
the teachings with him.

As coach of Barcelona, Bay-
ern Munich and latterly City, 
Guardiola has nurtured teams 
through innovation, looking for 
his players to produce a posses-
sion-based game.

There has been fluidity 
and intensity at the core of his 
teams, and the end result has 
been the emergence of some 
of football’s most entertain-
ing, highly skilled teams of the 
modern era.

He recognizes excellence 
when he sees it, and Guardiola 
believes it is coursing through 
the women’s game at present.

Sunday’s final is set to be 
played in front of a full house 
at Wembley, with the tourna-
ment having already smashed 
previous European Champion-
ship attendance records.

“Well I think they deserve 
all the credit, women football-
ers around the world, how 
they rise, how they are doing 

incredibly good, so they de-
serve what they are getting,” 
Guardiola said.

“Before, years ago, there 
was maybe not the media, 
maybe it was not being fol-
lowed like it is, and it has hap-
pened because they are doing 
incredible things in the style, 
the way they play.” 

Given his previous Bayern 
allegiance, Guardiola is re-
luctant to pick a winner, even 
though a number of England’s 
squad play for City’s women’s 
team, including Ellen White, 
Lauren Hemp and Keira Walsh.

Germany have won the 
Women’s Euros eight times 
previously, while England have 
yet to be champions.

“Before, I was working in 
Germany, I want the best for 
both [teams],” said Guardiola, 
whose City team will face Liver-
pool in the Community Shield 
in Leicester on Saturday.

“Of course, we want a good 
final. England can play a good 
game, and it’s a big success for 
both national teams to get to 
the final. Of course both will 
want to win it, at an incredible 
scenario at Wembley.

“I think the crowd will be 
completely full and hopefully 
they can enjoy a good game 
and the best team wins. Con-
gratulations. It’s so nice for 
England - arriving at the final is 
a big achievement.”

Nunez upstages Haaland as  
Liverpool win Community Shield

PA MEDIA/DPA
LEICESTER, ENGLAND 

LIVERPOOL new boy Darwin 
Nunez struck first blood in the 
battle of the super-signings 
with an encouraging 30-min-
ute cameo which was capped 
with the final goal in a 3-1 win 
over Manchester City in the 
Community Shield.

City, last season’s Premier 
League champions, and Liv-
erpool, the FA and League 
Cup winners, both paraded 
their big-money acquisitions 
at Leicester’s King Power Sta-
dium on Saturday but it was 
the Uruguay international who 
upstaged City’s Erling Haaland.

Nunez came off the bench 
in the 59th minute with the 
score at 1-1 and his aerial 
presence won the late penalty 
from which Mohamed Salah 
put Liverpool in front for a 
second time.

But the former Benfica 
striker, having earlier been de-
nied a goal by City goalkeeper 
Ederson, was not finished there 
and stooped to head home his 
first for the Reds in domestic 
competition in added time.

“I liked the game a lot, but 
most of the time City games 
against us are cool to watch,” 
Liverpool coach Jürgen Klopp 
told ITV.

“We played the smart pass-
es. We saw Darwin Nunez in 
dangerous situations. He used 
the spaces and finished well, 
too.” One new City signing did 
make his mark - former River 
Plate forward Julian Alvarez 
climbing off the bench to cancel 
out Trent Alexander-Arnold’s 

opener - but the focus was re-
ally on the big men up top.

The traditional season 
curtain-raiser played out as ex-
pected with the country’s top 
two sides going at it once again, 
but it was the nuance of what 
the new signings might bring 
which attracted the intrigue.

Haaland scored 86 goals in 
89 matches for Borussia Dort-
mund before his move and he 
is likely to add many more for 
City once he and they have ad-
justed to each other.

The Norway international 
had the fewest touches of any 
player in the first half - eight 
- and the service he received 
throughout was scant.

But that did not mean he 
was not a threat and when 
Andy Robertson initially dis-
possessed him from Bernardo 

Silva’s cross the 22-year-old 
reacted quickest to fire in a 
shot which third-choice goal-
keeper Adrian batted away.

His next attempt moments 
later from another Silva cross 
did not go so well as it came 
to him at an awkward height 
and he could not decide what 
to do with it and completely 
miskicked. But he saved his 
worst for last when he blasted 
against the crossbar when 
faced with an open goal six 
yards out in added time.

Nunez, however, justified 
Klopp’s decision to continue 
his integration from the bench.

The 23-year-old scored 
four second-half goals in a 
pre-season friendly against 
RB Leipzig but that was not 
enough to persuade his man-
ager to start him from the off.

But when he was intro-
duced he was a bundle of 
energy and, unlike City with 
Haaland, Liverpool seemed to 
be better equipped to supple-
ment his talents.

With virtually his first 
touch he was brought down 
by Ederson, who was spared 
by an offside flag, and then 
the City goalkeeper raced out 
to block Nunez’s shot with his 
chest after Jordan Henderson 
played him through.

Nunez is more a tradi-
tional number nine and less 
the multi-functional player 
Klopp usually prefers but that 
can work to his advantage and 
when he climbed highest to 
head down the ball struck the 
arm of Ruben Dias.

Referee Craig Pawson 
waved away handball claims 

but having been advised to 
consult the pitchside moni-
tor he awarded a penalty and 
Salah swept past Ederson.

But Nunez was not fin-
ished there and his poacher’s 
instinct saw him stoop to head 
home Robertson’s knockdown 
in added time.

It was a pulsating finish to 
a game which had ebbed and 
flowed, with Alexander-Ar-
nold putting Liverpool ahead 
in the 21st minute.

Thiago Alcantara’s cross 
was killed instantly under 
the foot of Salah, whose pass 
rolled invitingly into the path 
of the full-back who whipped a 
shot which just flicked off the 
head of Nathan Ake on its way 
in via the far post.

City improved in the sec-
ond half and Alvarez, intro-
duced at the same time as 
Nunez, equalised in the 70th 
minute after Adrian saved Phil 
Foden’s initial effort but fum-
bled the rebound.

VAR checked offside and 
although the goalkeeper ap-
peared to have two hands on 
the ball, after a lengthy delay 
the goal was ruled legitimate to 
mean the new signing followed 
in the exalted footsteps of Ser-
gio Aguero and Carlos Tevez as 
only the third Argentinian to 
score in the Community Shield.

He will, however, still play 
second fiddle to Haaland while 
Nunez has begun the process 
of establishing himself as Liv-
erpool’s long-term option up 
front and ensuring the sale 
of Sadio Mane to Bayern Mu-
nich quickly becomes an after-
thought.

Liverpool’s Uruguyan forward Darwin Nunez (L) celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the English FA 
Community Shield match against Manchester City at the King Power Stadium in Leicester on Saturday. (AFP)

Germany boss 
excited for 

‘dream’ final
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

MARTINA Voss-Tecklenburg 
believes Sunday’s “dream” 
Euro 2022 final between Eng-
land and Germany provides 
the platform needed to take the 
women’s game to the next level.

Germany have won the 
competition a record eight 
times while hosts England 
have yet to win a major tro-
phy.

After finishing top of 
Group B, Voss-Tecklenburg’s 
side beat Austria in the quar-
ter-finals and France in the 
last four to set up a clash with 
the hosts at Wembley.

With tickets sold out and 
a bumper television audience 
expected, Voss-Tecklenburg 
believes the showdown offers 
an ideal chance to grow the 
sport even further.

“(Women’s football) will 
only win if everything that 
happens in Europe with Ger-
many and England ends in a 
sustainable way,” the Germa-
ny head coach said.

“Something has to contin-
ue, this has to be a chance for 
all the countries to make the 
next steps for women’s foot-
ball – if not now when will this 
happen?” 

England’s traditional rival-
ry with Germany is not exclu-
sive to the men’s game, with 
the latter thumping the Lion-
esses 6-2 in the 2009 final.

“We have to have the re-
sponsibility, you have to have 
a bit of luck sometimes, but 
there is pressure on every 
player in that situation. 

“If it were to happen we 
will be ready.”

Dortmund coach  
dedicates win to  
cancer-battling 
striker Haller

DPA
MUNICH 

Borussia Dortmunds coach 
Edin Terzic has dedicated 
their 3-0 German Cup win at 
1860 Munich to his team’s 
striker Sebastien Haller who 
has been diagnosed with tes-
ticular cancer.

“We miss Sebastien every 
day, we miss him as a person,” 
Terzic said on Friday night af-
ter the first round game.

“We promised him to 
reach the next round. We are 
very happy that we fulfilled it.” 
Haller, who arrived in summer 
from Ajax Amsterdam, was di-
agnosed with the illness ear-
lier in the month and has since 
undergone surgery.

Dortmund sports direc-
tor Sebastian Kehl has said 
that Haller will be sidelined 
for months and is not ruling 
out signing another striker in 
the transfer window which is 
still open. But the team also 
showed Friday it can score 
without Haller, with Dutch-
man Donyell Malen getting 
the most attention by scoring 
the first, being involved in the 
second and assisting the third.

“I liked Donny Malen a 
lot,” Kehl said, with Terzic 
happy overall with “a mature 
performance.”

Sebastien 
Haller.

Germany’s  players take part in a team training  
session at Wembley Stadium in London, on Saturday 
on the eve of their UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final 
against England. (AFP)
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INDIA’S CHANU WINS 49KG WEIGHTLIFTING GOLD

Mercedes’ Russell claims shock  
Hungary GP pole, Verstappen 10th

DPA
BUDAPEST 

GEORGE Russell claimed 
a stunning first season pole 
position for Mercedes at the 
Hungarian Formula One 
Grand Prix while world cham-
pion Max Verstappen will start 
Sunday’s race from 10th after 
engine problems when it mat-
tered in qualifying.

Russell beat the Ferraris 
of Carlos Sainz and Charles 
Leclerc for his maiden career 
pole in a gripping session.

The Briton clocked 1 min-
ute 17.377 seconds at the 
death on the 4.381-kilometres 
Hungaroring as Mercedes ap-
peared to further catch up on 
season dominators Red Bull 
and Ferrari.

“I am over the moon, ab-
solutely buzzing,” Russell said.

“Yesterday was arguably 
our worst Friday of the season 
and we worked so hard and we 
didn’t know what direction to 
go in.

“In that last lap I got 
around Turn 1, mega Turn 1, 
then mega Turn 2 and the lap 
time just kept coming. I came 
across the line and looked at 
the screen and saw we came P1 
and it was an incredible feel-
ing.” Asked whether Mercedes 
were back, he said: “We need 
to look into it and understand 
where that came from today. 
We are going to be absolutely 
going for it but either way that 
was a special day no doubt.” 
Eight-time reigning construc-
tors’ world champions Mer-
cedes had long struggled but 
made the podium in recent 

races with Lewis Hamilton 
a season-best second for the 
team last Sunday in France. 
But he was not amused about 
coming seventh Saturday after 
a DRS malfunction.

Nevertheless, the team 
were buzzing about Russell’s 
exploits. “It shows that we have 
understood the car a little bit 
better. But this is a surprise also 
for us,” Mercedes motor sport 

chief Toto Wolff told Sky TV.
“I don’t want to dream. If he 

has the pace he could win it.” 
Verstappen won in France 

after Leclerc crashed out while 
leading and with it increased 
his championship lead to 63 
points over the Monegasque.

Now the roles could be 
reversed on the Hungaroring 
where overtaking is extremely 
difficult and Verstappen faces 

a big uphill battle to make sig-
nificant gains.

Leclerc said “today has not 
been a great day” because he 
had problems getting the tyres 
to the right temperature but 
hopes that things will be better 
in the race.

“Hopefully we will have a 
better Sunday,” he said. “The 
pace is there so we just need 
to understand what went on 

with the tyres today and I am 
pretty sure we can come back 
tomorrow.” 

Qualifying took place in 
dry conditions after earlier 
rain had hampered final prac-
tice, which also saw a surprise 
top finisher in the form of 
Nicholas Latifi from Williams.

But he was then 20th and 
last in qualifying and retire-
ment-bound Sebastian Vettel 

only 18th in his Aston Martin, 
which the mechanics managed 
to repair in two hours after he 
shunted rear-first into the bar-
riers in practice.

The other top 10 finish-
ers Saturday were Alpine duo 
Esteban Ocon and Fernando 
Alonso in fifth and sixth, Valt-
teri Bottas of Alfa Romeo in 
eighth and McLaren’s Daniel 
Ricciardo in ninth.

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell stops in the pits during the qualifying session ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogyorod near Buda-
pest, Hungary, on Saturday. (AFP)

First placed Mercedes’ British 
driver George Russell smiles af-
ter winning the pole position dur-
ing the qualifying session ahead 
of the Formula One Hungarian 
Grand Prix at the Hungaroring 
in Mogyorod near Budapest, 
Hungary, on Saturday. (AFP)

Grid for the Hungarian Grand Prix after qualifying at the Hungaroring in  
Hungary on Saturday:
Front row: George Russell (GBR/Mercedes), Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
2nd row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)
3rd row: Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault), Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault)

4th row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes), Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
5th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes), Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
6th row: Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
7th row: Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari), Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-
Mercedes)

8th row: Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari), Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
9th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes), Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston 
Martin-Mercedes)
10th row: Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-
Mercedes)

Staring Grid

Aston Martin 
to consider 

Vettel’s  
successor 

soon
DPA

BUDAPEST 

ASTON Martin will start look-
ing for a successor for their 
retirement-bound driver Se-
bastian Vettel after Sunday’s 
Hungarian Formula One 
Grand Prix.

Team principal Mike 
Krack said on Saturday at the 
Hungaroring that “we should 
have Sebastian in our focus on 
the weekend and not speculate 
or bring other names to the 
forefront.” 

He said they will start 
dealing with a successor “from 
Monday onwards” and that 
“we will make an announce-
ment once we have someone.” 

Four-time world cham-
pion Vettel said on Thursday 
he would not renew his ex-
piring two-year contract after 
the season and retire from the 
sport. The team had hoped he 
would stay on.

Fellow German Mick 
Schumacher has been named 
as a possible new driver for As-
ton Martin. Schumacher, who 
has a contract until the end of 
the season at Haas, said talks 
with his current team would 
be a priority, but wouldn’t rule 
out anything.

F1 starts 
‘Drive It Out’ 
campaign 

against abuse
DPA

BUDAPEST 

Formula One has launched 
a “Drive It Out” campaign 
against any kind of abuse 
abuse at races and online in 
the wake of alleged multiple 
incidents at the recent Aus-
trian Grand Prix.

Mainly female fans had re-
ported sexual harassment as 
well as homophobic and rac-
ist abuse at the Spielberg track 
earlier in the month.

F1 had named the inci-
dents “unacceptable” and 
drivers and team officials had 
also hit out at the offenders.

The new initiative was 
launched in a video Saturday 
which featured F1 head Stefa-
no Domenicali, president Mo-
hammed Ben Sulayem from 
the ruling motorsport body 
FIA and all 20 drivers.

“Formula 1 is all about 
competition and rivalry, but 
also respect.

Respect as competitors, 
respect for our fans, respect 
for the whole F1 family. Abuse 
of any kind is unacceptable. If 
you cannot be respectful then 
don’t be part of our sport,” 
they said.

“We cannot let those who 
think they can abuse others get 
away with it. We have a duty to 
call this out and say ‘no more’. 
We are acting as a commu-
nity to block those who abuse 
others online. We won’t allow 
abuse at our races. But we also 
need social media platforms to 
tackle abuse online head-on.

“Those who hide behind 
social media with abusive and 
disrespectful views are not our 
fans. We are united and ask 
you to join us in driving this 
out of all sport and society. 
Drive it out together.”

Aston Martin’s German driver 
Sebastian Vettel monitors me-
chanics repairing his car after he 
slided from the track during the 
third practice session prior the 
qualification of the F1 Hungarian 
Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in 
Budapest on Saturday. (AFP)

Unwin receives apology but will 
still not be given a bronze medal

PA MEDIA/DPA
BIRMINGHAM 

ENGLAND para-cyclist So-
phie Unwin has received an 
apology from the Common-
wealth Games but will still 
not receive a bronze medal 
for finishing third in Friday’s 
women’s tandem B sprint.

Unwin was left in tears af-
ter she and pilot Georgia Holt 
beat Scotland’s former Para-
lympic runner Libby Clegg, 
piloted by Jenny Holl, only to 
learn they would not receive 
a medal under competition 
rules because only four teams 
had taken part.

The race had been billed as 
a bronze medal race, and Un-
win initially appeared on offi-
cial results as a medal winner.

The pair tried to stand be-
hind the podium ceremony 
with an England flag before 
being moved by a member of 
security staff.

Later, they borrowed 
bronze medals from the 
women’s team pursuit squad 
to have their own unofficial 
podium photo shoot - ac-
tions which earned them and 
England team manager Keith 
Reynolds fines of 200 Swiss 
francs ($210) from cycling’s 
governing body the UCI.

Team England made rep-
resentations to the Common-
wealth Games Federation on 
the matter, which was dis-
cussed at a meeting on Satur-
day morning, but there will be 
no change to the decision.

A CGF spokesperson said: 
“In the small number of cases 

where there are fewer than five 
entries in a Commonwealth 
Games event, the CGF applies a 
medal allocation policy to main-
tain the integrity of competition.

“The policy - which was 
published in January this year 
- states that only gold and sil-
ver medals are awarded where 
there are only four contest-
ants; and only gold medals 
where there are only three or 
two contestants.

“Unfortunately, while the 
athletes in the women’s tan-
dem B sprint event were in-
formed of this before the race, 
the scoreboard and results 
sheet incorrectly indicated that 

it was a bronze medal race.
We apologise to the athletes 

involved for the inadvertent 
distress this has caused.” Five 
teams had originally entered 
the event but only four took to 
the start, bringing the rule into 
force. However, it appears this 
was poorly communicated.

Unwin and Holt – who won 
Paralympic road race silver 
and individual pursuit bronze 
in Tokyo and also have a world 
title – were told to cut short 
their post-race interviews in 
order to go to the podium, but 
then emerged in tears after 
finding out they were not eligi-
ble to receive a medal.

Third placed England’s Sophie Unwin and pilot Georgia Holt react as 
they pose with two bronze medals lent by other athletes as they  
could not receive their own trophies during the medals presenta-
tion ceremony for the women’s para-sport sprint B tandem race on 
day one of the Commonwealth Games, at the Lee Valley VeloPark in 
London, on Saturday. (AFP)

ALVIN BING WINS OPEN BLITZ CHESS 

Qatar-resident Alvin Bing of The Philippines won the third edition of the Open Blitz Chess Championship, 
organized by the Qatar Chess Training Center under the supervision of Qatar Chess Association, with the 
participation of 63 players. Bing scored a total of 5 1/2 points to finish ahead of second-placed compatri-
ots Ryan Mendoza, and third-placed Lopesan de Goya. The fourth place was achieved by Indian Elaine Tom 
while the fifth place went to Ali Muhammad. Egyptian Asaad Abu Al Atta succeeded in obtaining the sixth 
place. Khaled Al Khulaifi emerged as the best Qatari player in the tournament finishing overall seventh. 
Indian Amulya Guruprasad was the best player in under-16 category. After the end of the competitions, the 
winners were given trophies. Yousef Muhammad Al Mutawa, Secretary-General of Qatar Chess Association, 
said that the tournament was on time and witnessed great excitement among the participants, pointing 
out that the tournament received a response and interest from all participants. (TNN)

India’s Saikhom Mirabai Chanu won the weighlifting 
gold with a combined lift of 201kg in the women’s 
49kg final at the ongoing Commonwealth Games 
2022 in Birmingham on Saturday. The Tokyo Olympic 
silver medallist Chanu added one more gem to her 
crown and took home the gold as she added another 
medal to India’s tally on Day 2 of the CWG with a total 
of 201kg. In her first attempt at the snatch category, 
Chanu made a great start successfully lifting 84kgs. 
She then lifted the required 88kgs in her second 
attempt creating a new CWG record. In the final at-
tempt, she, however, failed to lift 90kgs. (ANI)



Sports

Australia’s Stenson wins women’s marathon at CWG 2022
AGENCIES

BIRMINGHAM (UK)

AT the third time of asking, 
Australia’s Jess Stenson has 
won the women’s marathon 
at the Commonwealth Games  
(CWG 2022) following a bril-
liant run in Birmingham on 
Saturday.

The victory capped off 
a remarkable return for the 
34-year-old, who had a child 
in 2019 and then missed out 
on the Tokyo Olympics due to 
a bone stress injury.

Stenson was in a lead 
group of three and then broke 
clear inside the final 10 kilo-
metres, going on to claim her 
maiden gold in the event with 
a time of 2:27.31.

Stenson was one of three 
Australians in the race along 
with Eloise Wellings and Sine-
ad Diver.

At the 30 kilometre mark, 
Wellings and Diver — along 
with most of the field — 
dropped off the pace, but Sten-
son remained strong with the 
frontrunners Helalia Johannes 
from Namibia and Kenyan 
Margaret Wangari Muriuki.

Heading into the final 20 
minutes of the run, Stenson 
kicked and dropped Johannes, 
and then Muriuki, to go clear 
on her own at the front.

And she held on to cross 

the line amid emotional 
scenes, finishing 29 seconds 
ahead of Muriuki and 1min 
8secs ahead of Johannes.

As Wellings and Diver 
arrived at the line, the trio 
of Australians embraced as 
tears flowed.

Channel 7 commentator 
Bruce McAvaney described 
Stenson’s celebrations with 
her teammates as “iconic 

scenes”.
Stenson won bronze in the 

marathon at Glasgow 2014 
and at Gold Coast 2018 before 

becoming a mother for the 
first time in 2019.

She then returned to the 
sport in 2020 and attempted 
to qualify for the Tokyo Games 
at the last minute, but was cru-
elled by a bone stress injury.

Even Stenson’s Common-
wealth Games preparation 
was hampered by contracting 
Covid-19 just weeks out from 
the event.

Former Olympian and 
commentator Dave Culbert 
said on Channel 7 as Stenson 
neared the finish line: “This 
will be one of the great sites in 
Australian athletics.”

Speaking after the race, 
Stenson said: “When we got 

Covid, our medical crew just 
got on to me straight away 
and said, “be calm, people get 
through this. Be conservative, 
take a few days of rest’, said this 
isn’t going to affect you at all.

“That made a huge dif-
ference. My coach Adam was 
really calm throughout it all. 
I think his composure in this 
prep was really important and 
I have to give a big shout out to 
my family.”

She added: “To all of the 
mums out there, just dream 
big and thanks for all your 
support and thanks to the 
mums before me who have 
shown this is possible.”  
 (Courtesy: Fox Sports)

Gold medallist Australia’s Jessica Stenson celebrates winning and taking the gold medal in the women’s marathon final on day two of the Com-
monwealth Games at Smithfield in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medallist Australia’s Jessica Stenson ctakes a slefie with spec-
tators after winning the women’s marathon at the Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

‘Man of the Match’ Dinesh Karthik of India in action during his knock 
of 41 runs in the 1st T20I against West Indies at the Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy in Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, on Friday. (AFP)

WI looking to bounce 
back: Skipper Pooran

ANI
PORT OF SPAIN (TRINIDAD)

FOLLOWING his side’s 68-
run loss to India in the first 
T20I, West Indies captain 
Nicholas Pooran said that the 
team is looking to bounce back 
from the loss.

Tight bowling by India, led 
by Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravi Bishnoi’s two-wicket haul 
respectively helped the Men in 
Blue to defeat West Indies by 
68 runs in the first T20I of the 
five-match series against West 
Indies, here at Brian Lara Sta-
dium on Friday. 

“Disappointed. The play-
ers are feeling hurt, it is the 
first game of the series and we 
are looking to bounce back. 18 
overs it was 150 I guess and 
then they took the momentum 
away from us, we just have to 
work on our discipline. The 
spinners did well and we have 
to look at some of the combina-
tions going ahead,” said Pooran 
in a post-match presentation.

Meanwhile, India captain 
Rohit Sharma praised his 
team’s good show. “We want 
to do certain things when 
things, and I think we are able 
to achieve certain things. All 
in all, it was a great effort. We 
want to continue doing that. 
But again we need to under-
stand what sort of pitch we 
play on,” he said.

“Certain pitches will not 
allow you to do that. So. you 
will have to take a backward 
step and see how you can play 
in those over. The guys have a 

lot of skill, they have played on 
all sorts of pitches back home. 
They just need to back those 
skill sets. The Indian team has 
received very good support 
here in West Indies and we 
want to provide them with en-
tertaining cricket,” he added.

Talking about the crowd 
and the support team receives 
in West Indies, the India cap-
tain said, “I love playing here in 
West Indies. The Indian team 
always receives great support 
from the Indian crowd coming 
in from the USA and also the 
local crowd here, quite superb 
to get such support.”

A brilliant half-century 
by Rohit Sharma and a blis-
tering cameo of 41 runs by 
Dinesh Karthik guided India 
to post 190/6 in the first in-
nings where Rohit smashed 64 
runs off 44 balls while Karthik 
scored 41* runs in 19 balls in 
the death overs.

For West Indies, Alzarri Jo-
seph (2/46) scalped two wickets 
while Obed McCoy and Akeal 
Hosein took one wicket each.

Chasing 191, West Indies 
lost wickets regularly and had 
lost seven wickets at the score 
of 86. Shamarh Brooks (20) was 
the only one who touched the 
20-run mark for the hosts. Ash-
win (2/22), Bishnoi (2/26) and 
Arshdeep Singh (2/24) excdlled 
with the ball.

Dinesh Karthik was named 
‘Man of the Match’ for his 41* 
off 19 consisting of 3 fours and 
2 sixes.

The second T20I will take 
place on August 1.

India’s Sargar rues missing out on gold

ANI
BIRMINGHAM (UK)

AFTER opening his coun-
try’s medal tally with a silver 
in weightlifting 55 kg men’s 
category, Sanket Saragar said 
that he feels sad at the fact that 
he fell short of securing a gold 
medal for his country.

Sargar has opened India’s 
account by winning a Silver 
medal with a combined lift of 
248 kg in the Men’s 55 kg final 
at the ongoing Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in Birmingham. 

“I am happy but also sad as 
I could not win the gold medal. 
For the last 4 years, I prepared 
for the gold medal but could 
not win it due to an elbow in-
jury,” said Sargar.

Sargar said that while he 

was lifting 139 kg in his second 
attempt, his elbow faced a heavy 
load and he faced an injury con-
sequently. “I am going to the 
doctor for an update,” he added.

The weightlifter said that 
it was nice to stand on the po-
dium.

Sargar finished as the lead-
er in the Snatch category with 
113 kg and slipped to second 
in the Clean and Jerk category 
with 135 kg due to an injury 
in his second attempt. Aniq 
Kasdan of Malaysia won the 
gold medal and challenged the 
Indian throughout the event, 
ending with a combined lift 
of 249 kg, consisting of 107 kg 
in Snatch and 142 kg in Clean 
and Jerk.

Sri Lanka’s Dilanka Isuru 
Kumara won the bronze with 

a combined lift of 225 kg. He 
lifted a best of 105 kg in the 
Snatch category and 120 in 
Clean and Jerk.

In the snatch category, 
Sargar made a great start and 
lifted 107 kg in his first at-
tempt. But Aniq Kasdan of 
Malaysia matched him and 
lifted 107 kg himself.

Sargar successfully lifted 
the required 111 kg in his sec-
ond attempt. Kasdan failed in 
his second attempt to lift the 
same amount and gave the 
lead to Sargar.

Sri Lanka’s Dilanka Isuru 

Kumara upped the required 
standard for Sargar and lifted 
112 kg. Sargar responded by 
successfully lifting an incred-
ible 113 in his final attempt. 
With Dilanka’s lift being de-
clared as ‘no lift’ later, Sargar 
finished the Snatch leader-
board at the top position.

With Sargar at the top in 
Snatch, the competitors head-
ed to the Clean and Jerk lift 
category.

The 22-year-old made an 
immediate impact in his first 
Clean and Jerk attempt as he 
lifted the required 135 kg to 

go to the very top of the lead-
erboard. Kasdan continued 
challenging his Indian oppo-
nent and lifted 138 in his first 
attempt. He was just 3 kgs 
behind the Indian with a com-
bined lift of 245 kg.

Sargar failed to lift 139 kg in 
his second attempt and seem-
ingly injured his elbow. He 
tried to go for his third attempt 
but failed again and ended with 
a combined lift of 248 kg. 

Kasdan successfully lifted 
142 kg in his final attempt and 
upped his combined lift to 249 
kg, just one ahead of Sargar.

India’s Sargar Sanket Mahadev reacts to an injury as he competes in the men’s 55kg weightlifting event 
on day two of the Commonwealth Games at the NEC Arena in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medalist Malaysia’s Mohamad Aniq Bin Kasdan (C), Silver medal-
list Sargar Sanket Mahadev (L), and bronze medallist Dilanka Isuru 
Kumara Yodage during the medal presentation for the mens 55kg 
weightlifting event on day two of the Commonwealth Games at the 
NEC Arena in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Raza, Madhevere star as Zimbabwe beat Bangladesh
ICC

HARARE

A brilliant fourth-wicket stand 
between Wesley Madhevere 
(67*) and Sikandar Raza (65*) 
complemented a solid bowl-
ing performance as Zimbabwe 
secured a 1-0 lead in three-
match T20I series against 
Bangladesh on Saturday.

Chasing 206 at the Harare 
Sports Club, Bangladesh fell 
short by 17 runs.

The first over of the match 
was a nine-ball affair as Taskin 
Ahmed struggled to find this 
rhythm early on, bowling 
three wides. Regis Chakabva 
smashed a four off the fourth 
official ball of the innings to 
get Zimbabwe going. He was 
dismissed by Mustafizur Rah-
man soon after. 

Craig Ervine persisted to 
take the hosts to the Power-
play at 43/1 but succumbed to 
Mosaddek Hossain on the first 
ball of the seventh over for 21 
(18). Both openers were back 
in the hut but had ensured a 

steady start to the innings.
The arrival of Sikandar 

Raza in the 13th over was just 
the boost Zimbabwe needed. 
Madhevere and Raza took the 
Bangladesh bowlers to the 
cleaners.

Madhevere got to his sev-
enth T20I fifty in 37 balls, while 

Raza attacked and got to the 
milestone in just 23 deliveries. 
As many as 19 runs came off 
in the final over as Zimbabwe 
posted a mammoth 205/3.

Bangladesh may have 
wobbled early with the wicket 
of Munim Shahriar in the sec-
ond over but Liton Das and 

Anamul Haque ok the visitors 
to 60/1, at the end of the Pow-
erplay. But they suffered a big 
setback, when Liton was slow 
to react and was stranded in 
the middle of crease, getting 
run out for a 19-ball 32. An-
other 22 runs were added be-
fore Anamul was sent back by 

Raza for 32. 
On 86/3 after 10 overs, 

Bangladesh needed a little over 
10 runs an over to get across 
the line. Afif Hossain’s stay at 
the crease was brief with Luke 
Jongwe dismissing him for 8. 
And even the established Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto perished 
after a solid 25-ball 37.

Bangladesh captain Nurul 
Hasan slammed two sixes off 
Wellington Masakadza in the 
15th over, looking to up the 
ante. Hasan persisted with 
the occasional brilliant shot 
but the asking rate continued 
to climb. Zimbabwe bowlers 
began applying the pressure, 
choking off the singles and 
doubles. In the end, despite 
Nurul’s fighting 26-ball 42, 
Bangladesh fell 17 runs short, 
allowing Zimbabwe to take a 
1-0 lead in the series.
Scores: Zimbabwe 205 for 
3 (Madhevere 67, Raza 65*, 
Mustafizur 2-50) beat Bang-
ladesh 188 for 6 (Nurul 42*, 
Shanto 37, Jongwe 2-34) by  
17 runs.

Zimbabwe batsman Sikandar Raza plays a shot during the first T20I against Bangladesh at the Harare 
Sports Club on Saturday. (AFP)
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