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Action to be taken against erring 
contractors for waterlogging

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

PUBLIC Works Author-
ity (Ashghal) President Dr Eng 
Saad bin Ahmed Al Mohanna-
di has said that the waterlog-
ging at the Corniche was due to 
incomplete work in rainwater 
drainage network.

He said certain contractors 
and consultants did not follow 
instructions on preparation for 
the rainy season. He said that 
the necessary measures will be 
implemented.

In a series of tweets, the 
Ashghal president heaped 
praise on Qatari and expatri-
ate staff in Ashghal for their 
tireless work. “I am proud of 
Qatari and expatriate staff in 
Ashghal at all levels. We are 
responsible and committed to 
providing services up to expec-
tations and we do not seek any 
excuses,” he added.

The Ashghal president 
said the amount of rainfall on 
last Thursday was equal to the 
rainfall in October 2018, al-
though its effect did not exceed 

6 percent at the same locations 
affected in 2018, proving the 
efficiency of the drainage net-
work that was implemented 
and completed.

“A rainwater drainage has 
certain capacity. If rain volume 

is higher than such capacity, 
water piling is normal, to be 
automatically drained through 
network. But ample time is re-
quired,” he added.

He said during heavy rain, 
the dust causes blockage in 

rainwater drainage networks, 
impacting water draining 
functionality. 

“Areas without rainwater 
drainage networks use opera-
tional solutions. But efficiency 
is limited and longer time is 

consumed to pump out water,” 
he added.

The Ashghal president 
said unusual rain expected in 
future due to climate change. 
“We work arduously to reduce 
any impact.”

A rainwater drainage has certain capacity. If rain volume is higher than the capacity, water piling is normal, to be automatically drained through 
network. But ample time is required. 

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of congrat-
ulations to HM King Moham-
med VI of the Kingdom of 
Morocco on the occasion of 
Throne Day.

Amir greets 
King of  
Morocco

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent a cable 
of condolences to President of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Dr 
Ebrahim Raisi on the victims of 
the floods that swept through 
several provinces in the country, 
wishing the injured a speedy 
recovery.

Amir condoles 
with Iranian 
president

Qatari photographer wins first place in HIPA
QNA
DOHA

QATARI photographer Ali 
Seif El-Din won first place 
in the Hamdan Bin Moham-
med Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
International Photography 
Awards (HIPA), in the face 
photography category, for his 
photograph of a gorilla’s face 
in the rain.

In a statement to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), Ali Seif 
El-Din said that he antici-
pated winning this contest, 
which brings together an 
elite group of photographers 
from worldwide, and they 
participate in a variety of 
images in the axis of photo-
graphing faces, adding that 
he was keen to participate 
in the contest with the best 
photos he took in Uganda 
photographing the face of a 
gorilla with its eyes closed at 

an open area in the rain.
He said winning this con-

test is considered the culmi-
nation of his efforts in cap-
turing photos of the wildlife, 
pointing out that he has been 

tirelessly working to capture 
the photo of a gorilla in Ugan-
da by climbing the mountains 
for roughly one hour and a 
half. 

He confirmed that cap-

turing wildlife photos is ex-
tremely challenging because 
the trips take numerous days 
to reach these areas and the 
job requires accurate high 
skills.

QNA
DOHA

THE Planning and Statis-
tics Authority (PSA) has 
announced the launch of a 
communications strategy 
on statistics. 

The strategy will pro-
vide a framework for 
communication between 
the PSA as the state body 
designated with provid-
ing official statistics about 
Qatar on one side, and all 
other parties concerned 
with statistics in Qatar and 
abroad on the other side.

PSA President Dr 
Saleh Mohammad Al Na-
bit highlighted that the 
authority is constantly 
working to develop its 
workflows to keep up with 
the latest developments. 

He added that it is this 
commitment that prompt-
ed the launch of the strat-
egy. He noted that the 
world has seen a notice-
able increase in the access 
to data, and said that the 
PSA has been fortunate 
in that regard thanks to 
Qatar’s high regard inter-
nationally, as well as the 
country’s important role 
regionally and interna-
tionally.

The strategy, which is 
the first of its kind in the 
region, is expected to im-
prove communication and 
ensure that the authority’s 
various statistical reports. 

It is also in-line with 
the goal of improving the 
statistics infrastructure in 
the country, and improv-
ing communication inside 
the state and abroad in 
that regard.

PSA launches 
communication 

strategy for  
statistics

Ali Seif El-Din won first place in the  
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum International Photography 
Awards (HIPA) in the face photography 
category, for his photograph of a gorilla’s 
face in the rain (right).

Incomplete rainwater drainage network works caused Corniche flooding: Ashghal president

THE pavilion of Qatar at International Horticultural Exhibition Florida Expo 2022, held in the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, has attracted about 75,000 visitors since its opening on April 14. 
The Qatari pavilion at the exhibition, which is organised by the Ministry of Municipality under the 
slogan “Nest of the Desert”, is managed alternately by a number of young Qatari employees from 
the Ministry who have proven their success in managing the pavilion, within the framework of the 
Ministry’s keenness to train and qualify them to participate in major events and exhibitions which 
it organises or takes part in. (QNA) PAGE 3

QRCS, Turkey’s AFAD ink cooperation pact 
Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 

has signed a joint working agree-
ment with the Turkey’s Disaster and 
Emergency Management Authority 
(AFAD) in order to cooperate in the 
implementation of a project to build a 
residential village for displaced Syrians 
in Al-Bab district in northern Aleppo Gov-
ernorate, with a budget of $3,318,291.

QRCS Secretary General Ali bin 
Hassan Al Hammadi expressed 
on this occasion his pleasure at 
the continued cooperation with 
AFAD, which embodies the common 
humanitarian goals pursued by the 
two sides, under the umbrella of the 
basic principles of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-

ment. Al Hammadi wished the joint 
success, and expressed his desire 
for further cooperation to promote 
humanitarian issues, especially with 

regard to responding to the humani-
tarian crisis that the Syrian brothers 
have been going through for years. 
(QNA) PAGE 2

QATAR’S PAVILION AT  
FLORIDA EXPO 2022  

ATTRACTS 75,000 VISITORS

DEBRIS from a large Chinese rocket re-
entered Earth’s atmosphere over the Indian 
Ocean at 12:45 pm Eastern time, according 
to the US Space Command. In an update 
posted on the social networking site Weibo, 
the Chinese Manned Space Agency said 
most of the debris had burned up on re-entry 
over the Sulu Sea, a body of water between 
the island of Borneo and the Philippines. 
The possibility, however slight, that debris 
from the rocket could strike a populated area 
had led people around the world to track its 
trajectory for days. The rocket launched last 
Sunday, carrying to orbit a laboratory module 
that was added to China’s space station, 
Tiangong. (AGENCIES)

Debris from uncontrolled 
Chinese rocket falls  
over Indian Ocean

QATAR on Saturday recorded 
762 new COVID-19 cases 
— 636 cases among commu-
nity members and 126 among 
travellers, the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) has said. With 
this, the total active COVID-19 
cases touched 7,246. The 
MoPH said 855 people recov-
ered from the virus in the past 
24 hours. However, one person 
died of COVID-19 in the past 24 
hours. (TNN)

Qatar records 762 
new COVID-19 cases
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Amir sends greetings to president of 
Vanuatu

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations to President of Vanuatu Nik-
enike Vurobaravu on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to 
Iranian president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of condolences to President of Iran Dr 
Ebrahim Raisi on the victims of the floods that swept through 
several provinces in the country, wishing the injured a speedy 
recovery. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates King of 
Morocco
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of congratulations to HM King Mohammed 
VI of Morocco on the occasion of Throne Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Vanuatu
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of Vanuatu 
Nikenike Vurobaravu on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

PM sends condolences to Iranian 
president
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of condolences to 
President of Iran Dr Ebrahim Raisi on the victims of the floods 
that swept through several provinces in the country, wishing 
the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Vanuatuan 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations 
to Prime Minister of Vanuatu Bob Loughman Weibur on his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

FM, Iranian counterpart review relations
DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Saturday 
received a phone call from Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran Dr 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian. During the phone call, the two sides 
reviewed bilateral relations between the two countries, and the 
developments of the nuclear negotiations, in addition to the 
latest regional developments and issues of common concern. 
The FM expressed the condolences of Qatar on the victims of 
the floods that swept through several provinces in Iran, and 
wished the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

MoECC participates in regional 
workshop on seas, oceans protection
QATAR, represented by the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC), participated in the third regional 
workshop in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region 
in the Jordanian capital, Amman, on protecting 30 percent of 
the world’s seas and oceans by 2030 and the conservation 
and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond 
national jurisdiction (ABNJ). 

Quick read QRCS and Turkey’s AFAD 
sign pact to build residential 
village for displaced Syrians

TRIBUNE NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Red Crescent Soci-
ety (QRCS) has signed an 
implementation cooperation 
protocol with Turkey’s Dis-
aster and Emergency Man-
agement Authority (AFAD) 
to construct a residential 
village for displaced Syrians 
in Al-Bab City, Aleppo, with 
a total budget of $3,318,291.

Currently, a high-level 
delegation from AFAD head-
ed by Yunus Sezer, Head 
of AFAD is visiting Doha. 
They met Secretary-General 
of QRCS Ali bin Hassan Al 
Hammadi, CEO Faisal Mo-
hamed Al Emadi, Director of 
Relief and International De-
velopment Division Dr Mo-
hamed Salah Ibrahim and 
Director of Resource Mobi-
lization Department Yousef 
Mohamed Al Awadi.

“We at QRCS are very 
happy to pursue the exist-
ing cooperation with AFAD, 
which reflects the deep 
brotherly and friendly re-
lations between the two 
countries and embodies our 
shared humanitarian goals, 
inspired by Fundamental 
Principles of the Interna-
tional Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement,” said 
Hammadi.

He hoped that this joint 
effort would be successful, 
looking forward to further 
cooperation in defending 
humanitarian causes of com-
mon concern, particularly in 
responding to the humani-
tarian crisis suffered by the 
Syrian people for years now.

Sezer praised QRCS’s 
great and diversified hu-
manitarian experience, glob-
al presence in 41 countries, 
well-designed volunteering 
system and huge foreign as-
sistance. 

“In the past, we worked 
together against the pan-
demic,” he said. “I know that 
Qatar has always been there 
for us in all the disasters that 

hit Turkey. Our bilateral co-
operation would continue, 
not only for joint work, but 
as a result of our brotherly 
relations.”

“Civilians, especially 
children and women, are the 
most affected by the con-
flict in Syria. We are here in 
an attempt to remedy their 
wounds. With this proto-
col, we are helping to al-
leviate the tragic suffering 
of our Syrian brothers. We 
have many ongoing projects 
in those areas to encourage 
the voluntary return of Syr-
ian refugees. Thanks to this 
and other projects, we will 
be able to improve the liv-
ing conditions of the people 
of Syria and help those will-
ing to return to Syria,” Sezer 
added.

The one-year project is 
aimed at securing livable 
shelters for 1,000 most vul-
nerable families in northern 
Syria, by building low-budg-
et housing units, instead 
of the worn-out and flood-
damaged tents, as well as 
providing infrastructure and 
basic services, so that those 
families can live in better 
conditions and a safer and 
more private environment.

Targeting a total of 5,000 
beneficiaries, the project in-
volves several components, 
as follows:

1. 125 two-story ce-
ment-brick buildings, each 
with eight 50-squaremetre 
flats, totaling 1,000 flats,

2. One 600-squarem-
etre fully-furnished mosque.

3. 24 20-squaremetre 
shops with a total area of 
480 squaremetre.

4. One two-story med-
ical clinic with a total area of 
500 squaremetre.

5. One three-story pri-
mary school with a total area 
of 1,600 squaremetre.

6. A drinking water 
supply and sewerage system 
as home infrastructure.

7. One water tower 
with a 100-m3 tank.

Ooredoo launches cloud-based mobile device and  
application management service Microsoft Intune
OOREDOO, Qatar’s 
leading ICT provider, 
has announced that Mi-
crosoft Intune solution 
is now available to its 
business customers. 

Ooredoo’s business 
customers can enjoy in-
creased device security 
and enhanced app man-
agement for employees 
working in the office or 
from home with Microsoft Intune.

The flexible solution from Ooredoo 
incorporates a wide range of security 
features enabling mobile device man-
agement, mobile application manage-
ment and PC management and a vast 
array of resulting benefits.

Microsoft Intune from Ooredoo al-
lows business customers to maintain 
compliance and reduce risk, meaning 
staff can work remotely as securely 
and efficiently as if they were in the 
office. This innovative solution lets 
businesses integrate remote and office 
working for maximum performance.

Thani Ali Al Malki, executive direc-
tor business at Ooredoo, said: “We’re 
delighted to work with Microsoft to 
offer our business customers yet an-

other solution that will help them en-
hance their security in this new era of 
flexible working. Security and integra-
tive management are key concerns for 
many businesses with remote work-
ers, and Microsoft Intune can help 
with the challenges involved. Keeping 
in mind our strategic goal of complete 
customer satisfaction, Microsoft In-
tune is an invaluable addition to our 
business solutions portfolio.”

Business customers can leverage 
the Ooredoo Advantage, making Oore-
doo ‘Best for Business’, thanks to its 
breadth and depth of talent, best fixed 
and mobile networks, broadest port-
folio of ICT services and solutions, 
and as a trusted partner for 60 years. 
(TNN)

Medical report requests must be made online: HMC
HAMAD Medical Corporation 
(HMC) has announced that re-
quests for medical reports must 
now be made online. Patients 
or a patient representative can 
request the reports HMC’s cor-
porate website: www.hamad.
qa. Medical reports give detailed 
information about the patient, 
their condition as well as current 
and past treatments. HMC’s Ex-
ecutive Director of Media Rela-
tions Nayef Al Shammari spoke 
to Qatar Tribune’s Catherine 
W Gichuki about the process of 
requesting the medical reports. 
Excerpts:

Why do patients or a pa-
tient representative request 
for medical reports? 

Medical reports are important 
because they facilitate good care in 
the sense that they allow a subse-
quent healthcare professional or 
a caregiver to understand the pa-
tient’s condition, the current inves-
tigations and treatment. Requests 
for the release of medical informa-
tion relating to treatment at one of 
HMC’s facilities need to be made 
online. 

How can someone request 
for medical reports from HMC 
facilities?

Firstly, I would like to say that 
the requestor must be 18 years old 
or older and will need to provide 
proper authorisation for request 
and release of information. The pa-
tient himself/herself can request for 
the medical reports. In some cases, 
a patient representative can request 
for the medical report. The repre-
sentatives should either be parents 
for their child or grandchild; adult 
children for their parents or grand-
parents; siblings (brother/sister); 
spouse (husband/wife); and guard-
ians to apply with the relevant pa-

perwork. 
Can someone request for 

fitness and disability reports?
Yes, fitness and disability re-

ports can be requested upon the 
completion of treatment.

What documents are need-
ed to request for the medical 
reports?

The patient or their representa-
tive must provide Qatar ID, Health 
Card number, mobile number and 
email address. These details should 
be scanned for submission to make 
the request. One should make sure 
the mobile number is registered un-
der their Hamad Health Card in or-
der to receive One-Time Password’ 
(OTP) pin number for application 
verification.

It is worth noting that payment 
is done using credit card when sub-
mitting the request online.

How long does it take to re-
ceive your request?

A medical report takes up to 
14 days to process and a copy of a 
laboratory/diagnostic report takes 
approximately three working days.

Where can someone col-
lect the medical reports once 

ready?
Collection of medical report is 

done from the office in the Women’s 
Wellness and Research Center, sec-
ond floor, ROI Window from 7am 
to 3pm, Sunday to Thursday. Peo-
ple can also ask for a home delivery 
when they submit their request for a 
medical report.

Could you please take us 
through the process of re-
questing for medical reports?

You can find the link to the ‘Ap-
ply for Medical Report’ on HMC’s 
corporate website: www.hamad.qa. 
Click on this link to take you to the 
applications web portal. Once on 
the page, please find and read all 
the frequently asked questions and 
answers (FAQs) before you submit 
your request for a medical report. 
When ready, click on the link to 
“Apply for Medical Reports”. You 
will need to submit the health card 
number to proceed to the next stage. 
As a security measure, you will be 
sent a ‘One-Time Password’ (OTP), 
which is sent to your registered mo-
bile number. You need to add this 
number in the field marked: “Enter 
the OTP”

HMC’s Executive Director of Media 
Relations Nayef Al Shammari 
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QNA 
FLORIADE

THE pavilion of Qatar at the In-
ternational Horticultural Exhibi-
tion Floriade Expo 2022 in the 
Netherlands has attracted about 
75,000 visitors since its opening 
on April 14.

The Qatari pavilion at the 
exhibition, which is organised 
by the Ministry of Municipality 
under the slogan ‘Nest of the De-
sert’, is managed by a number of 
young Qatari employees from the 
ministry who have proven their 
success in managing the pavilion 
as part of the ministry’s keen-
ness to train and qualify them to 
participate in major events and 
exhibitions which it organises or 
shares in.

The pavilion features many 
activities and events to familiar-
ise the public with the most im-
portant Qatari customs, culture 
and heritage, including the Qatari 
Cooking Day event led by a Qatari 
female chef, where Qatari folk 
food is presented with the aim of 
introducing the Dutch public to 
Qatari customs and traditions.

The Ministry of Municipality 
also organised a number of visits 
to the exhibition for senior offi-
cials in the ministry, as part of its 
efforts to inform its officials about 
such international exhibitions 
and to follow up on the latest ex-
periences in the field of horticul-
ture and gardens, prior to Qatar’s 
hosting of the Expo 2023 Doha.

‘Public diplomacy campaign
by Qatar evokes favourable 
reactions in Latin Americas’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE promotional campaign 
for ‘Qatari Public Diplomacy 
in Latin America’ concluded 
with positive reaction from  
Cuban populace and other 
Latin Americans.

The campaign, launched 
by the Global Public Diplo-
macy Network under the 
Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara), witnessed the par-
ticipation of a group of am-
bassadors, diplomats, media 
persons and sports and art ce-
lebrities in Latin America, as 
well as involvement of major 
news corporations, TV broad-
casters and media groups.

Cuban Ambassador to 
Qatar His Excellency Oscar 
León González has expressed 
his pleasure over the success 
of the promotional campaign 
for Qatari public diplomacy 
in Cuba and Latin American 
countries. 

He said the campaign has 
contributed to raising histori-
cal bilateral relations between 
the friendly nations, in ad-
dition to the role it played in 
strengthening cooperation in 
all fields.He ad

ded that Qatar and Cuba 
follow the same principles of 
achieving peace and respect-
ing international law. 

The ambassador recalled 
the many historical stances 
that took place between Qatar 
and Cuba, highlighting Cuba’s 
appreciation for stances of HH 
the Father Amir and the mu-
tual high-level visits that con-
tributed to enhanced relations 
between Qatar and Cuba in all 
fields.

The Cuban ambassador 
also commended the pivotal 
role that Qatar plays in finding 
solutions to disputes and con-
flicts, as well as the country’s 
efforts to reduce the spread of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in-

ternationally and its contribu-
tion to supporting the efforts 
of several countries in this re-
gards.

He also thanked Qatar for 

providing medical and protec-
tive supplies for Cuba to alle-
viate the impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. 

The ambassador highlight-
ed valued the efforts of the Ka-
tara Public Diplomacy Center 
during the promotional cam-
paign to support international 
dialogue, choosing Cuba as the 
first country to join the initia-
tive.  

He said, “We support the 
centre’s initiative in its pro-
motional campaign of Qatari 
public diplomacy in Cuba 
and Latin American coun-
tries and I recognise as well 
its exceptional value globally 

for promoting friendly rela-
tions and peace among peo-
ple.” 

He added that the cam-
paign has received far-
reaching positive reaction in 
Cuban media, such as the Cu-
ban TV and Cuban press, and 
warm welcome from Cuban 
people.

The Cuban envoy also 
commended the active role 
of the initiative in strength-
ening the relations in Latin 
America and its support for 
international dialogue and 
potential impact on tourism 
in Cuba, affirming that pub-
lic diplomacy is an important 
tool for communication be-
tween nations and for bring-
ing them together and to in-
troduce them to each others’ 
cultures. 

He said, “We value the ef-
forts of Katara and the Global 
Public Diplomacy Network in 
strengthening the relations 
between the Cuban and Qa-
tari nations and I observe 
the fruits of these efforts in 
introducing the Cuban people 
to Qatar and its culture, espe-
cially in light of the anticipat-
ed FIFA World Cup 2022.

The promotional cam-
paign for Qatari public diplo-
macy was organised under 
the supervision of Engineer 
Darwish Ahmed Al Shee-
bani, secretary-general of the 
Global Public Diplomacy Net-
work, included broadcasting 
programmes about the overall 
renaissance witnessed by Qa-
tar and the achievements it 
made in numerous fields.

He also highlighted the 
historical and exceptional 
bilateral relations between 
Doha and Havana, in addi-
tion to broadcasting special-
ised movies about the initia-
tives and its role in enhancing 
the bilateral relations be-
tween the member countries 
in the network.

talabat reveals winners of Great Gamer Awards 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

talabat, the region’s lead-
ing local tech platform, recently 
launched its first ever eSports 
award show - the Great Gamer 
Awards - in the Gulf region, 
Egypt, Iraq and Jordan. Fol-
lowing a four-week campaign to 
crown the region’s best gamers, 
the initiative concluded with the 
announcement of the region’s 
first Great Gamer of the year, 
Issa Sameer Issa Murad, known 
by his gamer username, ISSAA.

Thijs van Dam, regional di-
rector of Strategic Partnerships 
at talabat, said, “We’re thrilled 
for each of the winners of the 
Great Gamer Awards and would 

like to congratulate them all. 
Over the past four weeks, we 
have witnessed thousands of 
votes pouring in from gamers, 
casters, and followers across the 
region to support their favourite 
nominees. The community’s im-
mense support was truly inspir-
ing. Congratulations to ISSAA 
for being talabat’s Great Gamer 
of the year!” “We’re looking 
forward to seeing the eSports 
industry grow in the region and 
for us to play a significant role 
in helping to develop it further,” 
van Dam added.

Hosted by popular gaming 
host Kayyali the Great Gamer 
Awards was a success - with a 
number of eSports enthusiasts 
being highlighted across vari-

ous categories. The event’s jury 
- Klaus Kajetski, Kemuda, Star-
fall, BigBird, and Luciano Rahal 
- initially selected 26 nominees 

split over five categories, who 
were then voted for by the pub-
lic. 

A total of five gamers were 

voted as the winners at the 
2022 Great Gamer Awards, and  
each of them received the lat-
est gaming setup (provided by 

Techxhub) and a talabat Great 
Gamers trophy. Below is a list of 
the final winners:
● Best FPS gamer:  ISSAA
● Best MOBA gamer:  Miracle
● Best Sports/Fighting gamer:  
Tekken Master
● Best coach/manager:  CHAOS
● Best entertainer:  SHoNgx 
Bong! 
● talabat Great Gamer of the 
year:  ISSAA

ISSAA began his gaming ca-
reer with CS:GO in 2016 before 

being named talabat’s Great 
Gamer of 2022. He was quickly 
scouted to join top-tier Europe-
an teams and begin competing 
on the international scene. As of 
May 2022, ISSAA has changed 
to Valorant and is competing 
with YaLLa Esports. 

ISSAA said: “I can’t thank 
talabat and my fans enough for 
their immense support and ap-
preciation of my hard work and 
achievement. I will keep pushing 
myself to ensure our region stays 
at the top, and I greatly look for-
ward to achieving much more in 
the future.” 

In addition to the award 
distribution, a roundtable dis-
cussion around eSports in the 
region was led by special guest 
Ahmed Al Meghessib and held 
between the Jury, with inter-
views being conducted with the 
main event partners, TechX-
Hub and the UAE e-Sport Fed-
eration.

Qatar-China ties have seen rapid development: Defence Attache
ASHRAF SIDDIQUI

DOHA

QATAR and China have witnessed 
rapid development in bilateral ties 
in recent years and have success-
fully built a strategic partnership, 
Col. He Botao, Defence Attache of 
People’s Republic of China in Qa-
tar, has said. 

Speaking on the occasion of 
an event marking the 95th anni-
versary of Chinese People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA), he said the 
Chinese military has participated 
in security-related work of major 
sports events including 2008 Bei-
jing Olympics, 2022 Beijing Win-
ter Olympics and other large-scale 
events.

“China is willing to exchange 
and share the useful experience 
gained with Qatar on World Cup 
security, carry out personnel and 
equipment cooperation, and ful-

ly support Qatar in holding this 
large-scale sport event well,” he 
said.

The People’s Republic of China 
and the State of Qatar established 
Defence Attache offices in their re-
spective embassy premises in 2019 
as a platform to further military 
cooperation and exchanges.

The Chinese Defence Attache to 
Qatar said, “The FIFA Qatar World 
Cup will be a successful, splendid 
and Arab-style World Cup.” 

He said that in recent years, 
under the leadership of President 
Xi Jinping and the Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, the mutual political trust 
between China and Qatar has con-
tinued to deepen. “Cooperation in 
various fields, including the de-
fence sector, has increased. The 
future holds further promise of 
fruitful results, rapid development 
and good prospects,” he said.

“Moreover, a number of visits 
of top defence officials of the two 
sides, steady cooperation among 
enterprises of the two sides, as 
well as Qatari officials’ visits to 
China on study and training pro-
grammes, have helped strengthen 

bilateral relations.” 
He added: “There is wide scope 

for the two sides to work and coop-
erate in fields like military medi-
cal care, training of international 
peacekeepers, joint research and 
development programmes, tech-
nology transfer, capacity building 
in maintaining of national secu-
rity, and building world peace and 
international order.”

Col. He Botao said that in the 
95 years since its establishment on 
1 August 1927, the PLA has had a 
history of hard work, reform, inno-
vation, development, growth and 
outstanding achievements. 

The PLA, he said, has grown 
from a small and single branch 
army into a powerful force with a 
competent leadership and com-
mand system, coordinated and 
balanced military branches, and 
advanced weapons and equip-
ment. “Indigenously-built aircraft 

carriers and nuclear submarines 
have been handed over to PLA, 
new aircrafts such as J-20 and 
Y-20 have been put into use, and 
the Dongfeng series of missiles has 
grown stronger and stronger,” he 
said.

He lauded the various roles 
played by the armed forces per-
sonnel domestically as well as at 
the world level. The PLA has made 
great contributions in diverse ar-
eas from promoting national unity 
and integrity to development. It 
has also participated in UN peace-
keeping operations and played its 
role in maintaining world peace 
with practical actions in line with 
China’s responsibility as a major 
country.

He said that China is the sec-
ond largest contributor to UN 
peacekeeping budget and the larg-
est troop contributing country 
among the permanent members 

of UN Security Council. PLA has 
dispatched more than 50,000 per-
sonnel to nearly 30 UN peacekeep-
ing operations including military 
observers, staff officers, engineers, 
medical personnel, transportation 
equipment, security guards, heli-
copter detachments and infantry 
battalions despite the huge danger 
of wars and landmines, harsh and 
infested environment.

Sixteen Chinese enlisted men 
sacrificed their precious lives for 
the sake of world peace while car-
rying out their various tasks in-
cluding supervising ceasefires, 
stabilising a situation, protect-
ing civilians and providing force 
protection and support. They 
PLA personnel have actively con-
ducted humanitarian assistance 
work and participated in post-war 
reconstruction in more than 20 
countries and regions around the 
world, he added.

Guests at the Qatar pavilion at the Floriade Expo International Horticultural Exhibition in the Netherlands.

Cuban Ambassador to Qatar HE Oscar León González 

‘We support the centre’s 
initiative in its promotion-
al campaign of Qatari 
public diplomacy in Cuba 
and Latin American coun-
tries and I recognise as 
well its exceptional value 
globally for promoting 
friendly relations and 
peace among people’

Qatar’s pavilion at Floriade Expo 
2022 draws nearly 75,000 visitors

The public chose a total of five winners 
out of 26 nominees and ISSAA was voted 
as ‘talabat Great Gamer of the year’

“We’re thrilled for each of the 
winners of the Great Gamer 
Awards and would like to 
congratulate them all. We 
have witnessed thousands of 
votes pouring in from gamers, 
casters, and followers across 
the region to support their 
favourite nominees,” Thijs van 
Dam said.

Col. He Botao
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AGENCIES
SEOUL 

NORTH Korea on Saturday re-
ported no new fever cases for 
the first time since it abruptly 
admitted to its first domes-
tic COVID-19 outbreak and 
placed its 26 million people 
under more draconian restric-
tions in May.

There have been wide-
spread outside doubts about 
the accuracy of North Korean 
statistics as its reported fatali-
ties are too low and its daily 
fever cases have been plum-
meting too fast recently. Some 
experts say North Korea has 
likely manipulated the scale 
of illness and deaths to help 
leader Kim Jong Un maintain 
absolute control amid mount-
ing economic difficulties.

The North’s anti-epidemic 
centre said via state media it 
had found zero fever patients 
in the latest 24 hours, main-
taining the country’s total 
caseload of about 4.8 million. 
Its death count remains at 74, 
with a mortality rate of 0.0016 
percent — the world’s lowest, if 
true.

Despite the claimed zero 
cases, it is unclear whether 
and how soon North Korea 

would formally declare victory 
over COVID-19 and lift pan-
demic curbs because experts 
say it could face a viral resur-
gence later this year like many 
other countries. North Korea’s 
state media have recently said 
it’s intensifying and upgrad-
ing its anti-epidemic systems 
to guard against coronavirus 
subvariants and other diseases 
like monkeypox.

“The organisational power 
and unity unique to the soci-
ety of (North Korea) is fully 

displayed in the struggle to 
bring forward a victory in 
the emergency anti-epidemic 
campaign,” the official Korean 
Central News Agency said Sat-
urday.

North Korea’s claimed 
zero cases could have sym-
bolic significance in its efforts 
to establish Kim’s image as 
a leader who has suppressed 
the outbreak much faster than 
other countries. Kim would 
need such credentials to gar-
ner greater public support to 

surmount economic hardships 
caused by pandemic border 
closings, U.N. sanctions and 
his own mismanagement, ob-
servers say.

“In North Korea, public 
health care and politics can’t 
be separated from each other, 
and that aspect has been re-
vealed again in its COVID-19 
outbreak,” said Ahn Kyung-
su, head of dprkhealth.org, 
a website focusing on health 
issues in North Korea. “Since 
they began with manipulated 

data, they’re now putting an 
end to the outbreak with ma-
nipulated data.” North Korea 
had been widely expected to 
claim zero cases as its daily 
fever caseload has been nose-
diving in recent days — there 
were three reported cases on 
Friday and 11 on Thursday — 
from a peak of about 400,000 
a day in May. The country, 
which lacks test kits, has iden-
tified only a fraction of its 4.8 
million fever patients as con-
firmed COVID-19 cases.

“Realistically speaking, 
hundreds of thousands of 
daily fever cases becoming 
zero in less than three months 
is something impossible,” 
said Lee Yo Han, a professor 
at Ajou University Graduate 
School of Public Health in 
South Korea.

Many outside experts ear-
lier worried the North’s out-
break would have devastating 
consequences because most 
of its people are believed to 
be unvaccinated and about 
40% are reportedly under-
nourished. But now, activists 
and defectors with contacts in 
North Korea say they haven’t 
heard of a humanitarian disas-
ter. They say the country’s out-
break has also likely peaked.

N Korea claims no new COVID 
cases amid doubts over data

DPA
MOSCOW

THE Russian energy giant 
Gazprom has cut off gas 
supplies to the Baltic EU 
country Latvia.

The energy giant an-
nounced on Saturday that 
it had stopped deliveries 
because the conditions for 
drawing down gas had been 
violated. The state-owned 
company did not give details 
of the violations. Latvian gas 
supply company Latvijas 
Gaze said it would start buy-
ing gas from Russia again 
and would pay in euros, not 
in roubles, in a statement 
that came a day earlier.

However, it is not buy-
ing the gas will not be 
bought from Gazprom, but 
from another Russian sup-
plier, according to company 
boss Aigars Kalvitis. He did 
not reveal the name of the 
new supplier, citing busi-
ness confidentiality.

Russia had recently 
suspended gas deliveries 
to several EU countries, 
including Poland and Bul-
garia, because they had 

refused to pay in roubles. 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had introduced this 
new regulation as a reaction 
to the EU sanctions against 
Russia. Payments were until 
then usually made in euros 
or dollars.

Russia also cut or inter-
rupted gas flows to Latvia 
several times since start-
ing the war on Ukraine in 
February. However, gas de-
liveries increased again in 
mid-June, according to of-
ficials in Riga. The govern-
ment in Latvia had recently 
declared that it wanted to 
completely stop importing 
Russian gas from January 
2023, as part of a set of leg-
islative changes seen as a 
reaction to the Russian war 
against Ukraine.

Last year, Latvia still 
bought about 90% of its 
gas from Russia but is 
seeking to diversify its 
supplies and set up strate-
gic reserves.

Latvia has already start-
ed importing gas from Lith-
uania and has begun the 
process of setting up a liq-
uefied natural gas terminal.

Russia turns off 
gas tap to EU 
member Latvia

Britain to face tropical 
weather with ‘muggy’ 
mix of heat and rain

Evacuations in North California after 
forest fire as heat breaks records

DPA
LONDON

TROPICAL weather will hit the UK in the coming 
days with “muggy” conditions bringing a mixture of 
29C heat and rain.

Heavy showers moving in from the Atlantic are set 
to lash parts of the country over the weekend, while 
southern and eastern areas will be hot and humid, 
forecasters say. Thunderstorms may rumble before 
temperatures push into the high 20s from Monday.

Met Office forecaster Tom Morgan told the PA 
news agency: “The main theme over the coming days 
will be wet weather, in stark contrast to the rest of 
July.

“Many areas will be very warm and humid with 
plenty of cloud around, even overnight, with tempera-
tures as high as 20C in the early hours, meaning un-
comfortable evenings for sleeping are in store.

“The odd rumble of thunder may be heard in iso-
lated areas, and it’s going to be pretty muggy and hu-
mid, typical of conditions seen in tropical countries.

Temperatures could climb
“Temperatures could climb as high as 29C during the 
day in southern areas, but it’s going to feel uncom-
fortable and clammy.” He said “moist” air will push 
in from the south-west in the Atlantic, where sea tem-
peratures are above average.

Around 30 to 40mm of rain could fall over Mon-
day and Tuesday in northern, central and western ar-
eas, but “nothing too disruptive” and “useful for farm-
ers and gardeners”.

Mr Morgan went on to say that it will be a “week 
of two halves”, with fresher and drier weather from 
Wednesday.

He added: “The rain will clear and a less messy 
picture will start to emerge, with conditions calmer 
and temperatures in the low 20s.”

DPA
LOS ANGELES

A fire burning amid record 
heat and thunderstorms pro-
ducing dry lightning has forced 
evacuations in Northern Cali-
fornia’s Siskiyou County.

The McKinney fire started 
about 2.4 kilometres west of 
Walker Creek Bridge, on the 
south side of the Klamath Riv-
er, Klamath National Forest 
officials said in a tweet shortly 
before 3 pm (2200 GMT).  
By 8:30 pm, it had grown to 
about 120 hectares, forest of-
ficials tweeted.

Conditions in the area 
have been exceptionally hot, 
and another day of extreme 
heat was forecast for Saturday, 
said Dan Weygand, a mete-
orologist with the National 
Weather Service office in Med-
ford, Oregon.

A weather station at Mon-
tague-Yreka Airport has reg-
istered three straight days of 
its highest temperatures on 

record, Weygand said.
Wednesday’s high at the 

weather station was 43.3 de-
grees Celsius, he said; highs 
on Thursday and Friday were 
43.9 degrees. The previous all-
time high of 42.8 degrees was 
recorded June 27, 2021, he 
said, adding that the tempera-
ture records date to 1948. Nor-
mal highs for the area in late 

July are around 35 degrees.
Thunderstorms came 

through the region producing 
dry lightning, but none of the 
storms were recorded over the 
area where the fire is burning, 
Weygand said.

Officials don’t know 
whether a lightning strike 
sparked the blaze. Additional 
thunderstorms are forecast for 

the area over the weekend. Al-
though meteorologists expect 
some chance of rain, storms at 
this time of year typically don’t 
produce enough precipitation 
to preclude fire starts.

Siskiyou County officials 
have ordered residents in two 
zones to evacuate and issued 
evacuation warnings for three 
other zones.
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A child holds the North Korean as he and others walk along Sungri Street in Pyongyang recently. (AFP)

Goats graze on dried grass on Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) property in Walnut Creek, California recently. 
BART is utilising grazing goats as an environmentally friendly way to clear away dry grass and bush to 
reduce fire danger on its properties. (AFP)

Italy shocked after Nigerian vendor 
beaten to death in broad daylight

DPA
ROME 

THE murder of a Nigerian 
street vendor in broad daylight 
has caused outrage in Italy, 
with criticism of the fact that 
no one intervened to assist the 
man.

The vendor, 39, was at-
tacked and beaten to death by 
a 32-year-old Italian man in 
Civitanova Marche, a coastal 
town, police said in a press 
conference on Saturday.

The alleged perpetrator 
chased his victim, brought 
him down with his crutch and 
struck him repeatedly then 
took the man’s mobile phone, 
in a crime committed on a busy 
shopping street in the city cen-
tre on Friday afternoon.

Great consternation
A video was shared online 
showing the men fighting, 
while voices can be heard in 
the background shouting “stop 
it” or “someone call the po-

lice.” However, there is great 
consternation in the country 
as apparently no one came to 
help.

A passer-by told Italian tel-
evision that the man had only 
been killed due to the colour of 

his skin, saying if he had been 
Italian, the situation would 
have gone differently.

Well-known street vendor
However, the police said they 
saw no signs of a racist act.  
They said they thought the 
fight began following the sus-
pect’s response when the vic-
tim asked him for money.

The man who died was a 
well-known street vendor in 
the area, according to reports.

Insane, unprecedented
The regional president of 
Marche, where Civitanova 
Marche is located, spoke of 
“insane and unprecedented 
violence” in a statement pub-
lished on Facebook. He said 
the region would seek to act as 
a civil party in a possible court 
case. Politicians across the 
political spectrum, currently 
campaigning for the upcoming 
elections, also expressed hor-
ror and sent their condolences 
to the man’s family.

The alleged perpetrator 
chased his victim, 
brought him down with 
his crutch and struck 
him repeatedly then 
took the man’s mobile 
phone, in a crime com-
mitted on a busy shop-
ping street in the city 
centre on Friday after-
noon. A video was 
shared online showing 
the men fighting, while 
voices can be heard in 
the background shout-
ing “stop it” or “some-
one call the police.”



Tehran: In Iran, the num-
ber of dead has risen to at 
least 56 within 48 hours of 
severe storms, a red Cres-
cent spokesman announced 
on Saturday.

Dozens are still missing 
in the capital Tehran and 
four other provinces, the 
spokesman said, according 
to news portal entekhab. 
The police closed several 
rural roads because the 
storms also led to land-
slides in some provinces.

as storms are ex-
pected to continue across 
the country on Saturday, 
local authorities fear more 
deaths. Since Thursday, 
severe weather warnings 
have been issued in many 
parts of the country. 

In addition to red 
Crescent rescue workers, 
volunteers also helped in 
the rescue operations due 
to the severe flooding. hun-
dreds of families have been 
left homeless in the past 
48 hours. The government 
under President ebrahim 
raisi promised financial aid 
to those affected. (dpa)

Death toll rises to 
at least 56 in 
Iranian storms

BeIjIng: In a possible warn-
ing to the United States, 
China has announced a 
military manoeuvre near 
Taiwan. authorities in China 
said on Saturday that parts 
of the waters in Fujian prov-
ince had been closed for 
a manoeuvre involving live 
ammunition. 

The exercise was sched-
uled from 9 am to 9 pm. 
The affected area is in the 
north of the Taiwan Strait, 
which separates mainland 
China and the self-governing 
island republic of Taiwan.  

In recent days, ten-
sions between Beijing and 
Washington have increased 
significantly against the 
background of a possible 
trip to Taiwan by Speaker 
of the US house of repre-
sentatives nancy Pelosi. 

During talks with US 
President joe Biden on 
Thursday, Chinese President 
Xi jinping had said, accord-
ing to the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, with reference from 
Taiwan: “Those who play with 
fire will perish by it.” (dpa)

China announces 
naval manoeuvres 
near Taiwan

News 
in brief

dpa 
Tehran

The Iranian intelligence service 
has reported the arrest of a Swedish 
citizen, according to the IRNA state 
news agency.

Iranian sources said the Swede 
had travelled to Iran as a tourist sev-
eral times in the past and was under 
surveillance. The person was said to 
have been leaving the country when 
he or she was arrested on espionage 
charges.

The authorities did not provide 
any further details about the person 
concerned, their age or the timing of 
the arrest.

“This is a previously existing con-
sular case that the MFA has been 
working on for some time,” the Swed-
ish Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
told dpa in response to a query.

Relations between Sweden and 
Iran are currently tense. Tehran re-
called its ambassador to Stockholm 
10 days ago in protest at the sentenc-
ing of an Iranian citizen.

Tehran temporarily recalled its 
ambassador for consultations to pro-
test the conviction of the Iranian for 
his involvement in the mass execu-
tions of political prisoners in 1988.

The 61-year-old Iranian was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment by the 
Stockholm District Court last week.

The court ruled that the man 
had been involved in serious crimes 
against international law as well as 
crimes classified as murder in the 
summer of 1988.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry had 
already condemned the sentence as 
politically motivated. Tehran said at 
the time that Sweden must expect po-
litical consequences.

Meanwhile in Iran, an emergency 
medic and lecturer who is a dual Ira-
nian Swedish national faces a death 
sentence following accusations of es-
pionage.

Tehran says it has a right to self-
defence against espionage and denies 
the two cases are directly related.

Swedish citizen arrested in Iran for spying

dpa 
BaghDaD 

LoyALISTS oF Iraq’s influ-
ential cleric Moqtada al-Sadr 
on Saturday broke into the 
parliament building in Bagh-
dad for the second time this 
week amid months of political 
deadlock in the country.

The protesters announced 
an open sit-in protest in the 
assembly, Iraq’s state news 
agency INA reported.

They were able to en-
ter the highly fortified Green 
Zone, which houses the parlia-
ment, government buildings 
and foreign missions includ-
ing the US embassy, although 
security forces fired tear gas to 
prevent their eantry, witnesses 
said.

Protesters inside the par-
liament chanted slogans de-
manding reforms and the re-
jection of corruption, Iraqi TV 
station Alsumaria reported.

TV footage showed dem-
onstrators, mainly young men, 
walking or sitting in the as-
sembly, with some of them 
flashing the victory sign.

The rival Coordination 
Framework, a Shiite alliance 
of pro-Iran political groups, 
described the breach as a 
“serious transgression” and 

called on its supporters to rally 
for protests.

“While we recommend self-
restraint, maximum degrees of 
patience and readiness, we call 
on the Iraqi people, believing 
in law, constitution and con-
stitutional legitimacy, to join 
peaceful demonstrations in 

defence of state, its legitimacy 
and institutions,” the alliance 
said in a statement.

earlier Saturday, thou-
sands of al-Sadr’s followers 
converged on Baghdad’s Tah-
rir Square, a hub of previous 
protests, carrying photos of the 
firebrand Shiite Muslim cleric.

The Iraqi health Ministry 
said 60 injured people had 
been taken to hospitals in 
Baghdad due to the unrest. All 
60 were demonstrators,  INA 
reported.

on Wednesday, a large 
number of protesters had 
stormed the Green Zone and 

parliament in rejection of the 
Coordination Framework’s 
nomination of ex-government 
minister Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani for the prime minister 
post.  The protesters later left 
in response to a call from al-
Sadr.

A bloc linked to al-Sadr se-

cured 73 seats in the 329-strong 
parliament in legislative elec-
tions held in october last year.

While the Sadrist bloc in-
creased its seats in the october 
polls compared to the previous 
parliament, pro-Iranian groups 
suffered significant losses.

But, last month, the Sadrist 
bloc quit amid a political stale-
mate over forming a new gov-
ernment in the country.

By custom, Iraq’s parlia-
mentary speaker is a Sunni 
Muslim, the prime minister 
is a Shiite and the president a 
Kurd.

Many Iraqis have little 
faith in political players as oil-
rich Iraq has been struggling 
with economic and political 
crises for years.

Protesters inside the parliament chanted slogans demanding reforms and the rejection of corruption

Al-Sadr supporters storm 
Iraqi parliament building

SHOW OF STRENGTH

dpa 
CaPe ToWn 

SoUTh African police detained 82 suspects 
on Saturday, a day after a group of armed 
men attacked a film crew making a music 
video outside of Johannesburg and raped a 
group of models working on the shoot.

Police in the northern province of Gaut-
eng said they are investigating at least 32 
cases of rape. Some of the victims had been 
raped by up to 10 men during the attack, 
said Police Minister Bheki Cele.

Charges of armed robbery are also 
pending.

The incident unfolded on Friday when 
a group of heavily armed men attacked the 
film crew in Krugerdorp, which lies outside 
of Johannesburg. The crew had been film-
ing a video in an abandoned mine.

eight women, all models in the video 
aged between 19 and 35, were allegedly 
raped. Police say the attackers also took 
wallets, mobile phones and jewellery before 
fleeing the scene. Police shot two suspects 
as they were making a getaway.

South African President Cyril Ramapho-
sa called the attack “horrific.” health Min-
ister Aaron Motsoaledi broke down in tears 
during an interview on the matter. Krugers-
dorp residents told broadcaster eNCA that 
they have lived in fear since the incident.

Sexual assault is a major problem in 
South Africa. Just in the first three months 
of this year, police reported 10,818 rapes in 
a population of 60 million. But authorities 
assume that number is under reported, as 
many cases are never reported to police.

S African police 
detain 82 men 
after film crew 
rape attack
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19 killed in Kabul cricket 
stadium attack: UN chief

dpa 
ISlaMaBaD

UNITeD Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres has 
condemned on Friday’s blast at 
the Kabul International Cricket 
Stadium and also noted that 
at least 19 civilians had died, a 
higher number than had been 
initially provided.

There were additional casu-
alties too, Guterres tweeted on 
Saturday. Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor to Kabul echoed the same 
death toll and later updated his 
statement on Twitter, appar-
ently following a reaction by the 
Taliban.

“We hope that our coun-

trymen, foreign guests, diplo-
mats and international leaders 
are not directly campaigning 
for those evil people who do 
not want the happiness of Af-
ghans,” the Taliban Kabul po-
lice department said in a state-
ment.

Taliban security officials 
say the blast was caused by a 
hand grenade and did not pro-
vide an exact number of casual-
ties.

At least 13 wounded people 
were taken to the hospital run 
by the Italian non-governmen-
tal organization (NGo) emer-
gency in the capital city.

The Taliban, who claim that 
with their return to power, they 

are ensuring the nation’s, have 
sought to hide security inci-
dents from the media.

The latest attack drew in-
ternational attention, appar-
ently due to the presence of a 
senior UN official who was in 
the audience when the blast 
occurred. A UN spokesperson 
told dpa that no UN staff had 
been harmed.

The UN has recorded 2,106 
civilian casualties in the war-
ravaged country since the Tali-
ban seized power almost exact-
ly a year ago.

In its latest report, the 
UN attributed the majority of 
the casualties to attacks carried 
out by the Islamic State.

Taliban fighters stand guard as bus transports Afghan internally displaced to their homes to the east, at 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees camp in the outskirts of Kabul recently. (aFP)

Supporters of cleric Moqtada Sadr crowd the Al-Jumhuriya bridge that leads to the capital Baghdad’s high-security Green Zone on Saturday. (aFP)

Serious breach
The rival Coordination 
Framework, a Shiite alliance of 
pro-Iran political groups, 
described the breach as a 
“serious transgression” and 
called on its supporters to 
rally for protests.

Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi (second right) visiting the site of a flash flood in the 
Firouzkouh area east of Tehran, on Saturday. (aFP)
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Tyler Cowen

H
ave we reached peak social media? 
Many of the United States’ lead-
ing social media companies, such 
as Snap, Twitter and Pinterest, are 
now worth less than they were the 

day they went public. Shares of Meta (for-
merly Facebook) now trade at less than half 
of their all-time high. The company has an-
nounced it is changing its news feed to em-
phasize content from its “discovery engine” 
instead of from friends and family. Insta-
gram, a Meta subsidiary, has announced a 
similar change, to much criticism.

The decline in market value may prove 
temporary, and there is a good chance the 
sector will make a comeback through new 
companies and new products. Still, the no-
tion that social media is past its prime is no 
longer unthinkable. What would a future 
with less social media look like?

For me, one of the most fundamental 
questions about human nature right now is 
just how much people enjoy exhibiting their 
lives to a broader public, whether through 
words, photos or videos. I am reminded of 
the decline of blogging, from its golden age 
(roughly 2001 to 2012) to now. There are 
still many good blogs, but they don’t have 
the broad cultural relevance that andrew 
Sullivan, Daily Kos or Instapundit had in 
their heyday.

Why did such blogging fade? I can think 
of at least three reasons. First, many of the 
people who produce content preferred writ-
ing for more narrow or more private audi-
ences, and did so once Facebook became 
more popular. Second, YouTube became 
more popular, and many of the people who 
consume content prefer videos to blogs. Fi-
nally, the rise of Twitter showed that short 
bits are often more fun to read than turgid 
blog posts.

Set this last reason aside, because the 
future of Twitter at the moment is not obvi-
ously bright, as the company is caught be-
tween a buyer who seems to no longer want 
it and a current management team that 
does not run it very well. I expect Twitter to 
continue (and I enjoy it greatly myself), but 
it is not the future of social media.

If I consider my own social media use, 
it is Whatsapp (also owned by Meta) that is 
steadily on the rise, which is consistent with 
the trend toward private and small-group 
messaging.

So is writing for a private, selected audi-
ence poised to eclipse writing for a broader 
public on social media? What would more 
private messaging, more texting and more 
locked social media accounts mean for pub-
lic discourse?

Public intellectuals might still write on 

open social media, but the sector as a whole 
would shift toward more personal and inti-
mate forms of communication. again, this 
is not a prediction. But is it such an implau-
sible vision of the future?

One of the more robust forms of social 
media is online dating, though these com-
panies do not have the largest valuations. 
The percentage of couples who have met 
online continues to rise, and that trend is 
unlikely to reverse anytime soon. But online 
dating may not be as “social” as other forms 
of social media: People view some profiles 
and then switch fairly rapidly to private 
communications.

Private communications would seem to 
solve many of the problems cited by critics 
of social media. Social media wouldn’t cor-
rupt so much public discourse because there 
would less public discourse to corrupt. and 
criticizing the new manifestations of these 
(formerly?) social media platforms would 
be akin to criticizing communication itself.

video, too, might continue its rise. even 
as many US social media companies decline 
in value, TikTok and its short videos have 
been the big winner over the last few years. 
Regardless of whether the company keeps 
its current market lead, it is easy to imag-
ine that, more and more, video will displace 
text. even on airplanes with buggy seatback 
screens, I have noticed, people seem to pre-
fer watching something to reading a book.

In this hypothetical future, social media 

may seem a lot more like old-fashioned gos-
sip. Instead of whispering in somebody’s 
ear, or picking up the telephone, people 
would simply click on their favorite mes-
saging service. They might give the “scoop” 
privately and then refer to it obliquely in 
public. Or, more directly, people would just 
use social media to talk about each other 
instead of debating the issues of the day. a 
lot of video is a mix of talk and a kind of 
“show and tell.” On TikTok, for example, 
props and pantomime are popular on many 
channels.

I have mixed feelings about this poten-
tial rise of gossip at the expense of the social 
side of social media. Over the last decade, 
hundreds of articles have been published 
about how social media will bring about 
the death of democracy and ruin the lives 
of teenage girls. That now seems unlikely: 
valid or not, such concerns may turn out to 
be obsolete.

The new villain might well be gossip — 
magnified by the power of instantaneous 
communications. In many ways, the prob-
lems of the post-social media world may 
mirror those of the pre-social media world. 
So much for progress. 

(Tyler Cowen is a Bloomberg 
Opinion columnist. He is a professor 
of economics at George Mason Uni-
versity and writes for the blog Mar-
ginal Revolution.)
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T
He Democratic Republic of Congo 
is home to one of the world’s largest 
rainforests, second only to the ama-
zon. Larger than alaska, it contains 
a massive peatlands area that has 

trapped the equivalent of three years’ worth 
of global carbon emissions.

It’s not surprising then that Congo’s 
decision to auction off large swaths of that 
area for oil and gas exploration has been 
met with outrage. But the government is 
merely following the global trend of kicking 
climate concern to the curb.

after all, everyone has other immediate 
priorities. as a government climate adviser 
told The New York Times, Congo’s prior-
ity is to reduce poverty and spur economic 
growth, not to “save the world.”

and why would we expect Congo to save 
the world if no one else will bother?

The United States holds the greatest 
responsibility for climate change as it has 
produced more carbon emissions than any 
other country in history. as a wealthy, liber-
al country with significant global influence, 
it is also better positioned than any other to 
act. If we’re looking for anyone to lead this 
effort to save the world, it should be us.

and the time is now. The future we 

feared has arrived. This summer has seen 
historic high temperatures and wildfires 
across the Northern Hemisphere. Ger-
many’s Rhine River, the backbone of its 
economy and a key transport route, has 
reached water levels so low they threaten 
global supply chains. Droughts are threat-
ening famine and global food security. In 
the Horn of africa, 20 million people are at 
risk. Children are starving to death.

Given the scale of the climate crisis, the 
impotence of the global response is hard 
to overstate. We’re no longer just willfully 
mortgaging the future. We’re actively trad-
ing the habitability of our planet today for 
continued access to cheaper, dirty energy. 
In doing so, we are accelerating rather than 
addressing this existential threat.

The european Union has now voted to 
classify natural gas as green energy, qualify-
ing the fossil fuel for funding and subsidies 
meant to promote clean energy expansion. 
Previously, the eU was the unparalleled 
leader in climate action, but europe’s 
short-term thinking in response to the war 
in Ukraine harms both our climate and the 
region’s security given its reliance on Rus-
sia for fossil fuels.

The war has seen a similarly disappoint-
ing response from the Biden administration, 
whose plans include begging authoritarian 

leaders to pump more oil and opening new 
offshore leasing for oil drilling at home.

as a leader in addressing climate 
change, the United States has been either 
a mockery or an accurate reflection of our 

chances for success. If we can’t take these 
hard steps ourselves, how can we ask the 
rest of the world to make the necessary eco-
nomic sacrifices in our stead?

The good news is, we know what to do: 
reduce emissions and get off fossil fuels. 
We have the technology — in solar, wind 
and improving carbon capture — and as it 
turns out, we have the global will to act col-
lectively if we so choose.

We’ve done it before. I was a child of 
the 1980s and remember when the hole 
in the ozone layer was the great, human-
made environmental catastrophe that 
threatened human health, agriculture and 
animal life alike.

But the global community met this 
enormous challenge with resolve. The 1987 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that De-
plete the Ozone Layer was the first treaty 
in history to be signed by every country on 
earth. as a result, 99% of substances that 
deplete the ozone have been phased out. 
This deal harmed certain commercial in-
terests, cost savings and convenience in the 
short term, but the world proved it could be 
done, and the ozone has been healing ever 
since.

This feat was a remarkable example of 
the power of cooperation, multilateralism 
and diplomacy. We can do it again, but 

leadership is required.
and there are signs that american in-

transigence on climate could be changing. 
This week, West virginia Democratic Sen. 
Joe Manchin, the biggest recipient of fossil 
fuel dollars in Congress and a critical obsta-
cle to efforts to secure an aggressive climate 
action plan, reportedly agreed to a pack-
age of policies that includes hundreds of 
billions of dollars to reduce emissions and 
increase clean energy use. If it passes, this 
deal could enable the United States to cut 
emissions by 40% by 2030 — an important 
step in the right direction.

Only two weeks ago, Manchin sank 
hopes that any deal could happen, and I 
can’t help but think that the resulting pub-
lic outrage and pressure helped change this 
course. Temperatures are rising, but so is 
public concern. We can all play a role keep-
ing that public pressure up.

It will never be a convenient time to 
fight climate change. Wars, pandemics and 
politics will only get harder as our world 
keeps heating up. all the better times to act 
are behind us.

If we want a future where our planet 
stops heating and starts to heal, somebody 
needs to prioritize saving the world. If we 
don’t lead, we can’t expect the Congo or 
anyone else to follow.

THe ports of Los angeles and Long 
Beach are a hub of international trade, 
and also the biggest source of smog-

forming emissions in Southern California 
because of their heavy concentration of 
diesel-guzzling trucks, ships, trains and 
cargo-handling equipment.

But leaders of the city-owned ports 
have for too long treated their pledges to 
cut air pollution as aspirations rather than 
imperatives.

Perhaps nowhere is that clearer than 
in the nearly two-decade-long legal bat-
tle over the Port of La’s environmental 
promises at the 142-acre China Shipping 
North america terminal near the vincent 
Thomas Bridge. In a 2004 settlement of a 
lawsuit by community and environmental 
groups over an expansion of the terminal, 
city officials agreed to a slew of measures 
to cut pollution 
from ships, trucks 
and equipment, 
among other ac-
tions at the termi-
nal. More than a 
decade later, city of-
ficials revealed they 
had failed to carry 
out many of the re-
quirements — and 
The Times report-
ed they had even 
granted the Chinese government-owned 
shipping company leasing the terminal se-
cret waivers.

It was a shocking acknowledgment of 
years of broken promises. The L.a. port, 
under its joint 2006 Clean air action Plan 
with the Port of Long Beach, had pledged 
to slash emissions that worsen air quality 
across Southern California and damage 
people’s health in harbor area commu-
nities. But when its failures at the China 
Shipping terminal came to light in 2015, 
the city argued it was essentially powerless 
to deliver the air quality improvements 
it had pledged. The port claimed that be-
cause China Shipping, which operates one 
of the complex’s largest terminals under a 
long-term lease, was not party to the set-
tlement, it could not be forced to comply 
— and that some of the measures were 
“operationally or economically infeasible” 
anyway.

In 2020 the City Council adopted a 
revised list of measures for the terminal 
that eliminated or watered down some of 
the port’s unfulfilled pledges. Community 
groups and environmentalists filed suit 
challenging the scaled-back air quality 
measures for the terminal, along with local 
air quality officials, who were joined by the 
California air Resources Board and state 

attorney general’s office.
a recent court ruling in the case found 

that the city’s 2020 approval of a watered-
down environmental report violated the 
California environmental Quality act, is 
“not legally enforceable” and must be set 
aside. The ruling shows, once again, that 
the port cannot be trusted to carry out its 
own pledges to improve air quality and 
protect public health. While talking about 
their environmental virtues, city officials 
have demonstrated over and over that 
they will prioritize the flow of goods and 
industry profits over air quality.

Harbor area residents have suffered 
from years of delays by port and air qual-
ity officials and have been forced to live 
with dirtier air than they were promised. 
It has now been five years since La Mayor 
eric Garcetti and Long Beach Mayor Rob-

ert Garcia pledged 
to turn the ports 
into zero-emission 
operations, by 2030 
for cargo-handling 
equipment and by 
2035 for trucks. But 
there are few indica-
tions the ports are 
making real pro-
gress, as they did 
under their previous 
2006 clean-air plan.

Fortunately, there is a solution that 
would go beyond addressing pollution at 
a single terminal and hold both ports ac-
countable for their clean-air pledges. The 
South Coast air Quality Management 
District, which spent years in fruitless ne-
gotiations with the ports over a voluntary 
agreement to cut emissions, is developing 
regulations to force them to act. a final 
rule is expected in 2023.

It’s an important step for an agency 
that for years talked about using its au-
thority to regulate pollution at the ports 
but failed to act. One concept under con-
sideration is to apply the rules to terminal 
operators, bypassing port officials alto-
gether. Setting consistent and enforceable 
air quality standards, as the South Coast 
aQMD plans to do, would also address 
another city and industry complaint: that 
having tougher clean-air rules for one ter-
minal puts it at a competitive disadvan-
tage to others.

as the China Shipping debacle shows, 
pledges to cut emissions, without rules to 
back them up, are little more than words 
on a page. Port officials can drag out such 
promises for years, with nothing to show 
but excuses. It’s time to fix that with rules 
to finally deliver the clean air people have 
been promised.

Port Of LA’s Broken 
Clean-Air Pledges 
Show The Need 
For Regulation

Everything Is On Fire. It Doesn’t Have To Be

A notice in an underground train station warns 
people to avoid traveling where necessary be-
cause of the heat, on July 19, 2022, in London.
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EuropE has recorded its first 
deaths linked to the spread 
of monkeypox as Spain regis-
tered two victims in two days, 
according the Spanish Health 
Ministry.

The first death was record-
ed on Friday in the Valencia 
region, in Spain’s north-east. 
The second was reported on 
Saturday, in the southern At-
lantic coast province of Anda-
lusia. Both victims had been 
hospitalized with infections 
that attacked the brain in the 
days before their deaths.

Valencia’s Health Minis-
try said on Friday that the pa-
tient had died “of encephalitis 
caused by an infection” and 
said that the case was being 
“analysed to absolutely clarify 
the cause.” regional news-
paper Levante wrote that the 
victim was a man, aged about 
40 and had been in an inten-
sive care station in the city of 
Alicante.

Andalusia’s Health Minis-
try said the victim there was 
31 and suffered from a men-
ingitis-like infection. He was 
treated at an intensive care 
station in the university hospi-
tal of Córdoba.

It is possible the deaths are 
linked to pre-existing condi-
tions predating the monkey-
pox infection. Madrid’s In-

stituto de Salud Carlos III is 
taking tissue samples to con-
duct a more thorough exami-

nation.
Spain has been hit by mon-

keypox worse than many other 
countries, reporting 4,300 
cases at 120 hospitals to date, 
according to the Health Min-
istry.

The World Health or-
ganization (WHo) noted five 
deaths in its situation report 
from earlier in the week - all of 
them were in Africa.

Brazil also reported a pos-
sible monkeypox death on 
Friday. The case is still being 
analysed and the patient had 
other relevant comorbidities, 
the Health Ministry in Brasilia 
said in a press conference.

The WHo declared the 
monkeypox outbreak across 
dozens of countries an “emer-
gency of international con-
cern” last Saturday. Monkey-
pox is spread by direct contact 
and transmission of bodily 
fluids and typically results in a 
rash similar to the one caused 
by smallpox, though it is gen-
erally considered to be less se-
vere than smallpox.

The WHo has logged more 
than 22,000 cases worldwide. 
Europe has been particularly 
badly affected, with more than 
14,000 of those cases. The vi-
rus has almost exclusively in-
fected men.

Two monkeypox deaths recorded in Spain, Europe’s first

agencies 

ukrAInE has called for the 
united nations and the red 
Cross to be allowed to investi-
gate the deaths of more than 
50 ukrainian prisoners of war 
(poWs) in an attack in occu-
pied territory.

The red Cross said it is 
seeking access to the prison in 
order to help with evacuating 
and treating the wounded.

ukraine and russia have 
accused each other of attack-
ing the camp.

unverified russian vid-
eo footage of the aftermath 
shows a tangle of wrecked 
bunk beds and badly charred 
bodies.

Exactly what happened at 
the prison camp in olenivka, 
which is controlled by the rus-
sian-backed self-proclaimed 
Donetsk people’s republic 

(Dnr), remains unclear.
ukraine says the site was 

targeted by russia in an effort 
to destroy evidence of torture 
and killing. president Volody-
myr Zelensky described the in-
cident as a “deliberate russian 
war crime.” For its part, rus-
sia said the camp was hit by 
ukrainian precision rockets.

Those detained at the 
prison are said to have in-
cluded members of the Azov 
battalion, who were captured 
defending the southern city of 
Mariupol in May and whom 
russia has sought to depict as 
neo-nazis and war criminals.

on Friday, after the prison 
attack, the russian embassy 
in the uk tweeted that Azov 
“militants deserve execution, 
but death not by firing squad 
but by hanging, because 
they’re not real soldiers. They 
deserve a humiliating death”.

Daniil Bezsonov, a spokes-
man for the Dnr, said the 
strike had been a “direct hit on 
a barracks holding prisoners”.

russia’s defence minis-
try said the strike had been 
carried out with uS-made 
Himars artillery and it ac-
cused ukraine of a “deliber-
ately perpetrated” provoca-

tion. The ministry produced 
fragments of what it said were 
rockets fired by the Himars 
system.

But ukraine denied that 
any rocket or artillery strikes 
had been made.

An adviser to president 
Zelensky said the scene looked 
like arson, and that a missile 

strike would have scattered 
the bodies.

ukraine’s general staff of 
the armed forces called on the 
un and the red Cross to in-
vestigate the deaths, claiming 
that russia had targeted the 
camp in order to cover up its 
treatment of poWs.

Writing on social media, it 
said they should immediately 
respond as the two organisa-
tions had given guarantees 
that the prisoners of war 
would be kept safe there.

The red Cross said it was 
seeking access to the site and 
had offered to help evacuate 
the wounded.

“our priority right now is 
making sure that the wounded 
receive life-saving treatment 
and that the bodies of those 
who lost their lives are dealt 
with in a dignified manner,” it 
said in a statement.

ukraine’s new prosecutor-
General Andriy kostin ear-
lier said he had opened a war 
crimes investigation into the 
blast.

Ukraine says the site was targeted by 
Russia to destroy evidence of torture

A firefighter puts out a fire in a market after shelling in Bakhmut, Donetsk region on Saturday. (afp)

UN, Red Cross should probe 
prison deaths, says Ukraine
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SoME 220 more firefights 
were called up from across the 
Czech republic to support ef-
forts to contain a wildfire rag-
ing in a national beauty spot, 
while German crews continued 
to struggle with fires across the 
border.

The call-up of Czech per-
sonnel brings the total to 650 
battling the flames in the Bo-
hemian Switzerland national 
park, alongside eight helicop-
ters and five specialist planes.

The fire broke out there last 

weekend and now covers an 
area of 10.6 square kilometres. 
It spread across the border to 
Germany’s Saxon Switzerland 
national park on Monday.

“We will actively go into 
the pockets of embers, douse 
them with water and chop 
up the ground,” fire service 
spokesman Lukas Marvan told 
Czech television on Saturday.

While prague saw heavy 
rainfall, only light showers 
were expected at the park 
some 90 kilometres away.

The fire is one of the largest 
ever seen in the Czech repub-
lic and is thought to have been 

started through negligence. 
The authorities have banned 
people from the area.

In Germany, as efforts con-
tinue to contain the blaze, four 
firefighters were injured, with 
two admitted to hospital for 
treatment, the district admin-
istration of Saxon Switzerland-
Eastern ore Mountains said 
on Saturday.

on Saturday morning, 350 
people were involved in fire-
fighting efforts, aided by 13 
helicopters.

There too, people had 
hoped for more rain to aid ef-
forts to put out the fires. “It’s 

too little,” district spokesman 
Thomas kunz said on Saturday 
morning. He said the emer-
gency services had little hope 
of relief, as the forecast showed 
relatively little rain to come.

on Friday evening, new 
fires had been discovered 
and fought in the area of the 
rock formation known as the 
partschenhörner near the 
Czech border, he said. recon-
naissance flights on Satur-
day morning hoped to clarify 
whether the operation was 
successful.

In the course of the day, 
two more helicopters were ex-

pected to extinguish the fires, 
meaning 10 would then be de-
ployed.

A disaster alert has been 
issued in the towns of Bad 
Schandau and Sebnitz.

An evaluation of satellite 
data showed that about 150 
hectares is affected by the for-
est fire. until now, the authori-
ties had assumed that the fire 
had spread over an area of 250 
hectares.

The situation was easing, 
meanwhile, a fire in a different 
part of the state that broke out 
on Monday and swiftly covered 
some 800 hectares.

Czech firefighters expand operation to battle wildfire in border park

A helicopter drops water in order to contain a wildfire as it continues 
to burn in a forest near the town of Schmilka, eastern Germany, near 
the border with the Czech Republic. (File photo) (afp)

Pope Francis still 
does not rule out 
resignation as 
head of Church
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popE Francis continues not to 
rule out resignation as head of 
the Catholic Church, he said in 
a wide-ranging interview.

“The door is open. It is 
a very normal option,” the 
85-year-old told journalists 
as he flew back late Friday to 
rome from his trip to Canada. 
He is not thinking of resigning 
right now, but that does not 
mean he cannot start the day 
after tomorrow, the Argentin-
ian added.

Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 
Francis’ real name, also spoke 
about the state of his health. 
In the past six days, he could 
hardly take a handful of steps 
and sat in a wheelchair most 
of the time. The pope has been 
plagued by a knee injury for 
some time.

“I don’t think I can con-
tinue with the same rhythm 
of travel as before. Thinking 
of my age and my limitation, 
I have to take it easy,” he ex-
plained.

His knee problem could be 
solved with surgery, but Fran-
cis does not want to go under 
the knife again after the past 
procedure on his colon just 
over a year ago. 

“The whole problem is the 
anaesthesia.” 

The pontiff said that the 
anaesthetic had left its mark in 
his last operation. 

“You don’t play with an-
aesthesia.” 

According to Francis, he 
still wants to travel. The trips 
just might have to be planned 
on a slightly smaller scale, he 
explained.

In Canada, he had been 

visiting the Indigenous peo-
ples since Sunday to ask for 
forgiveness for the violence 
and abuse they suffered as 
children in Church-run board-
ing schools.

reflecting on the treat-
ment of Indigenous children 
at the schools, the pope de-
scribed this as “genocide.” 
Created by the state and run 
by the Church, the institutions 
aimed to adapt and convert 
the children to Christian so-
ciety. The reality the children 
faced was one of violence, sex-
ual abuse, hunger and disease.

Hundreds of children died 
in the institutions.

Starting in the 1880s, an 
estimated 150,000 Indigenous 
children were taken from their 
families and placed in the 
boarding schools, with the last 
ones closing only in 1996.

The discovery of hundreds 
of unmarked children’s graves 
on boarding school grounds in 
May last year caused a scandal 
around the world, although 
the disappearances of Indig-
enous children had been dis-
cussed in Canada for years.

In 2015, a government-ap-
pointed commission described 
the crimes of the boarding 
school staff as “cultural geno-
cide.” “It is true. It is geno-
cide,” he said, after Indige-
nous groups criticized the fact 
that he had failed to describe 
the acts of Church officials as 
cultural genocide.

He conceded that the word 
was not used but said he had 
described genocide and asked 
for forgiveness, the pope said. 
Genocide is a technical term, 
he said, but he did not use it 
because it had not crossed his 
mind.
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A medical health worker prepares a dose of the Monkeypox vaccine 
at the Edison municipal vaccination centre in Paris recently. (afp)

Spain has been hit by 
monkeypox worse than 
many other countries, 
reporting 4,300 cases at 
120 hospitals to date, 
according to 
the Health Ministry

Moscow The names of 50 people dead and 73 injured were 
published by the russian defence Ministry a day after an at-
tack on a camp in donetsk where ukrainian prisoners of war 
were being held. Most of the 193 prisoners of war in olenivka 
were killed or injured, the ministry said on saturday. earlier, 
more than 50 were thought to have died in the attack carried 
out by a Himars multiple rocket launcher.

as of saturday morning, 48 ukrainian prisoners had been 
recovered dead, while two more died on the way to hospital, the 
ministry said.

russia said those who were injured were receiving medical 
care. “The entire political, criminal and moral responsibility for 
the bloodbath of ukrainians is borne personally by Zelensky, his 
criminal regime and washington as a supporter,” the ministry 
said. (dpa)

Moscow publishes list of 50 killed 
in attack on prisoners of war

BRUTAL ATTACK

Pope Francis in Iqaluit, Nunavut, Canada, on Friday. (afp)
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QIB-UK, based in the heart of London’s 
Mayfair district, has released an expert 
view of the real estate market in the UK 
and London in particular, which remains 
one of the top international destinations 
for Qatari nationals.

The prime London sales market is in a 
sweet spot. Demand in the capital has re-
covered from the depths of the COVID-19 
pandemic as the ‘escape to the country’ 
trend calms down and the UK economy 
picks up. The number of new prospective 
buyers registering in London last month 
was the third highest figure in a decade, 
Knight Frank data shows.

Meanwhile, supply is finally picking up 
as the economic warnings mount, mortgage 
rates climb and owners sense prices may be 
peaking. Underlining this, the number of 
new sales instructions in May was the sixth 
highest figure in ten years, according to 
Knight Frank data.

With demand and supply both high, the 
inevitable result is more transactions. In-
deed, the number of offers accepted in May 
was the highest monthly figure in a decade. 
The pattern is broadly similar in Prime 
Central (PCL) and Outer London (POL), 
with both areas recording a ten-year high 
for offers accepted. Although there will be 
a lag before sales numbers also rise, May 
was the tenth highest month in a decade for 
exchanges when the impact of stamp duty 
holidays is removed.

“The stars are aligning for buyers and 
sellers in the London property market, with 

supply increasingly able to keep pace with 
robust demand,” said Tom Bill, head of UK 
residential research at Knight Frank. “For 
those wondering when this period of strong 
activity will end, it’s likely to last longer in-
side zone 1 due to the recession-proof qual-
ities of Prime Central London and the fact a 
longer-term recovery is underway.”

Prices in Prime Central and Outer 
London are increasingly on different tra-
jectories. Indeed, we forecast that prices 
in Prime Central London will outperform 
most other UK markets over the next five 

years. Prime Central London is in recovery 
mode after seven subdued years caused by 
tax rises and political uncertainty. Inter-
national buyers, who haven’t yet returned 
in meaningful numbers, will only acceler-
ate this trend, especially in light of the re-
cent decline of GBP. Meanwhile, quarterly 
growth in Prime Outer London declined 
for the third consecutive month in May as 
the race for space becomes marginally less 
frenetic and rising mortgage rates and the 
higher cost of living take their toll.

Prices in Prime Central London rose 

2.4 percent in the year to May, which was 
the highest rate of annual growth since 
April 2015. In Prime, Outer London prices 
increased 4.8 percent over the 12-month 
period, which was also the highest rate of 
annual growth in more than seven years. 
Underlining the scope for recovery, prices 
in Prime Central London are still 15.3 per-
cent below their last peak in August 2015, 
while prices in Prime Outer London re-
main 7.8 percent below their last high in                   
July 2016. 

Meanwhile, in the lettings market, a 

frustrating period for tenants looks likely 
to continue this summer. While supply 
and demand are rebalancing in the sales 
market, the amount of property available 
to rent remains low compared to demand 
in London and the Home Counties. How-
ever, there are early signs that supply may 
be slowly picking up. In May, the number 
of market valuation appraisals, a leading 
indicator of demand, was the tenth high-
est figure in a decade. One reason for the 
increase is that more owners are letting out 
their property after failing to achieve their 
desired price in the sales market.

Price growth in Prime Outer London 
appears to be slowing as the race for space 
calms down and it is only steadily increasing 
in Prime Central London, with overseas buy-
er numbers not yet back to pre-COVID levels.

Another cause is the higher churn of 
tenants as a growing number of workers 
are changing jobs or leaving the UK alto-
gether. One in five workers is likely to leave 
their jobs in the next 12 months as they 
seek improved pay and a greater sense of 
fulfilment, according to a recent global sur-
vey by accountant PWC.

Meanwhile, more landlords are being 
tempted back into the market by rising 
rents, a trend that would also underpin de-
mand, as we explore in more detail here. 
Average rental values in Prime Central 
London (PCL) rose 29.1 percent in the year 
to May. The rise was smaller than in April, 
suggesting that recent steep increases have 
peaked. Rental values fell sharply in early 
2021 as staycation restrictions led to a flood 
of short-let properties on the long-let mar-
ket, which drove down rents.

Real estate demand in London recovers 
from COVID-19 pandemic: QIB report 

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Electricity and Water 
Company (QEWC) said that 
Raslaffan Operating Company, 
a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of QEWC, has completed the 
purchase of 40 percent of the 
share capital of Nebras Power 
(Nebras) from Qatar Holding. 
QEWC owns the remaining 
60 percent of the share capital                  
of Nebras.

In a statement on Thurs-
day published on the Qa-
tar Stock Exchange website, 
QEWC said that the comple-
tion of the purchase process 
came as a continuation of the 
press release issued by the 
company on January 4.

On January 4, QEWC an-
nounced that Raslaffan Op-

erating Company, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of QEWC, 
has completed the purchase of 
40 percent of the share capital 
of Nebras Power from Qatar 
Holding for a purchase price 
of $530 million.

At the time, the company 
confirmed that the completion 
of the deal is subject to sev-
eral preconditions in accord-
ance with the share sale and 
purchase agreement, which 
include regulatory approvals 
and notifications in some for-
eign countries where Nebras   
is present.

In March, the QEWC Gen-
eral Assembly approved the 
share sale and purchase agree-
ment between Raslaffan Op-
erating Company and Qatar 
Holding to purchase 40 per-
cent of the capital of Nebras.

QEWC announces 
completion of 
acquisition of  
40% share capital 
in Nebras Power 

QSE investors gain 
QR17 bn in one week 
as bull run continues

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

MAINTAINING its bullish 
trend for the second week in 
a row, the Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) index gained 
412.93 points, or 3.25 percent, 
during the week to close at                          
13,122.05 points. 

The bull run saw QSE 
investors gain almost QR17 
billion this week as market 
capitalisation increased by 
2.4 percent  to QR722.1 bil-
lion compared with QR705.3 
at the end of the previous                     
trading week.

Gains were mainly led 
by foreign institutions that 
remained bullish to close 
the week with net buying of 
QR93.6 million against net 
buying of QR117.8 million in 
the previous week. 

Foreign retail investors, 
however, closed the week with 
a net selling of QR26 million 
against net selling of QR20.7 
million in the previous week. 
According to an estimate by 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS), foreign institutions were 
net buyers of Qatari stocks 
worth $3.58 billion since the 
start of this financial year.

Qatari institutions, which 
remained bullish with a net 
buying of QR93.4 million 
against a net buying of QR5 
million in the week before, also 
played a vital role in lifting the 
QSE index higher for the week.

Qatari retail investors, 
however, remained bearish 
with a net selling of QR161.1 
million against net sell-
ing of QR102.1 million the                               
week before. 

The traded value dur-
ing the week rose 15.3 per-
cent to QR2,618.4 million 
from QR2,271.6 million in 
the previous trading week. 
Baladna was the top value 
traded stock during the week 
with a total traded value of                                              
QR310.4 million.

Traded volume climbed 

22.4 percent to 901.7 million 
shares against 736.7 million 
shares in the previous trading 
week. Baladna was the top vol-
ume traded stock during the 
week with a total traded vol-
ume of 178.3 million shares.

The number of transac-
tions also increased 18.2 per-
cent to 87,659 against 74,179 
in the previous week. 

Masraf Al Rayan, Indus-
tries Qatar (IQ) and Qatar 
Islamic Bank (QIB) were the 
primary contributors to the 
weekly index gain. Masraf Al 

Rayan and IQ added 126.66 
points and 103.78 points to 
the index, respectively. QIB 
added another 58.25 points to 
the index.

Mannai Corporation was 
the best performing stock for 
the week rising 17 percent. On 
the other hand, QNB lost 1.5 
percent to decline the most 
during the week.

The week saw all the sev-
en sector indices close in the 
positive territory. The telecom 
sector, which gained 4.93 per-
cent, was the best performing 

sector index for the week.
The industrial sector, 

which gained 4.29 per-
cent, was the second best                                 
performing stock for the week. 

The banking and financial 
services sector, which gained 
more than 2 percent, was in-
strumental in lifting the main 
index higher for the second 
week in a row.

Of the 46 traded compa-
nies traded during the week, 
as many as 34 closed the week 
higher, while the rest of the 
eight stocks closed lower.

The week saw all the seven sector indices close in the positive territory. The telecom sector, which gained 4.93 percent, was the best                         
performing sector index for the week.

QEWC has completed the purchase of 40 percent of the share capital of 
Nebras Power from Qatar Holding for a purchase price of $530 million.

The QIB-UK office in London. The prime London sales market is in a sweet spot, QIB has said in a report released recently.
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Major Milestone

One millionth export MG rolls off production line

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MG Motor has celebrated a major 
milestone, with the one millionth ve-
hicle destined for international ex-
port rolling off the production line. 
The historic model was a new MG ZS, 
a symbol of the impressive achieve-
ments of the British-born car brand 
since it commenced exports following 
its acquisition by SAIC Motor in 2007.

MG now sells its cars in 84 coun-
tries around the world, and the Mid-
dle East is one of its key markets. In 
just eight years, since the brand was 
officially launched at the Dubai In-
ternational Motor Show, MG has sold 
over 120,000 cars across the region. 
As a result of its remarkable growth 
in popularity, the company is now 
ranked sixth in the Middle East table 
of manufacturers.

This success is replicated in nu-
merous other global markets with 
customers from across the world 
enjoying the high-quality driving 
experience offered by MG cars. The 
brand is now ranked among the top 
10 brands in 18 countries, including 
Australia, New Zealand and the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. 

MG owners benefit from the 

work of the company’s highly quali-
fied specialists at its Research and 
Development centres, with the mod-
els renowned for their stylish looks, 
great value for money, and for being 
equipped with the latest technolo-
gies. One example of MG’s success is 
the MG ZS, which is now the biggest-
selling SUV in Australia and Chile 

among other countries. In the Middle 
East, recently launched models such 
as the ZST, RX8 Black Edition and 
GT have all made their mark by ex-
panding the reach and appeal of the 
MG line-up.

Tom Lee, Managing Director of 
MG, said: “This latest milestone is a 
further confirmation of the remark-

able rise of the MG brand across the 
world. It illustrates the commitment 
MG has to its customers, both glob-
ally and regionally, ranging from the 
support provided by our Advanced 
Design Studio in London, our extend-
ed support team in Head Quarters to 
that delivered by our dedicated part-
ners across the Middle East.”

The British-born car brand goes from strength to strength in the Middle East

Qatar’s PPI rises 
55.66% YoY, 
down 1.14%  
sequentially

QnA
Doha

THE PPI in the State of Qatar for June 2022 in-
creased 55.66 percent year-over-year but was 
down 1.14 percent sequentially, official data 
showed Friday.

The Planning and Statistics Authority re-
leased today its monthly Producer Price Index 
(PPI) of the Industrial sector for June 2022. The 
four main components of the index are Mining 
(weight: 82.46 percent), Manufacturing (weight: 
15.85 percent), Electricity (weight: 1.15 percent), 
and Water (weight: 0.52 percent).

For Mining, the June PPI showed a decrease 
by 1.39 percent when compared with PPI of May, 
primarily due to the price decrease on “Crude pe-
troleum and natural gas” by 1.38 percent, while 
“Other mining and quarrying” increase by 0.77 
percent. On an annual basis, it rose 61.13 percent.

Manufacturing saw a sequential decline of 
0.14 percent in June 2022. The price decrease is 
seen in: “Refined petroleum products” by 2.00 
percent, followed by “Beverages” by 0.76 per-
cent, and “Chemicals and chemical products” by 
0.24 percent. The increasing prices were noticed 
in “Basic metals” by 2.88 percent, followed by 
“Rubber and plastics products” by 2.06 percent, 
“Printing and reproduction of recorded media” 
1.43 percent, “Food products” by 0.41 percent, 
and “Cement & other non-metallic mineral prod-
ucts” by 0.22 percent.

On annual basis, the PPI increased by 35.60 
percent. The major groups which explain this 
price increase were: “Refined Petroleum prod-
ucts” by 46.17 percent, followed by “Rubber and 
Plastics products” by 39.78 percent, “chemicals 
and chemical products” by 38.18 percent, “Basic 
metals” by 35.86 percent, “Cement & other non-
metallic mineral products” by 9.98 percent, and 
“Food products” by 1.86 percent, offset by declines 
in “Printing and reproduction of recorded media” 
by 3.08 percent, and “Beverages” by 2.04 percent.

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply showed an increase of 7.54 percent com-
pared to May 2022. When compared the PPI 
of June 2022, it showed an increase of 10.38 
percent. For Water, PPI declined 1.27 percent 
sequentially, and increased 8.52 percent year-
over-year

Unprecedented profit for major 
oil drillers as prices soared

Agencies

OIL companies swam in record 
profits over the last few months 
at a time when Americans strug-
gled to pay for gasoline, food and 
other basic necessities.

On Friday, Exxon Mobil 
booked an unprecedented $17.85 
billion profit for the second quar-
ter and Chevron made a record 
$11.62 billion. The sky-high prof-
its come one day after the U.K.’s 
Shell shattered its own profit re-
cord.

Soaring energy prices have 
rattled consumers and become a 
political flash point. Last month, 
President Joe Biden said that 
“Exxon made more money than 
God this year. ” Consumers are 
facing high fuel prices not just 
at the pump, but soaring energy 
prices are being baked into deliv-
ery costs, which is driving up the 
cost of everything from apples to 
toilet paper.

The record profits marked a 
stunning turnaround from the 
early days of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when cities were locked 
down and demand for fuels 
plummeted. There were numer-
ous bankruptcies and thousands 
of layoffs.

The industry has long gone 
through boom-and-bust cycles. 
But due to the ongoing war Rus-
sia waged on Ukraine, which re-
sulted in less oil and gas on the 
market from Russia, as well as 

other global supply constraints, 
high prices could linger for some 
time.

“It’s devastating,” said Mark 
Wolfe, executive director of the 
National Energy Assistance Di-
rectors Association, who added 
that high energy prices hit low-
income families and frontline 
workers the hardest. “You live on 
a tight budget and this is an ex-
tra $40 to $50 per week.” Wolfe 
wants the federal government to 
tax energy companies and “redis-
tribute some of those profits back 
to the families who are strug-
gling.” Inflation is already chang-
ing where Americans go and 
what they eat. It’s also changing 
the way they consume energy.

Two-thirds of Americans 
changed their driving habits and 
lifestyle, with the vast majority 
choosing to drive less or combine 
errands, said AAA spokesman 
Andrew Gross. Among those 

surveyed by AAA, 2% said they 
bought an electric vehicle since 
March, he said.

“They have really altered 
their lifestyles to cope with these 
high prices,” Gross said.

Exxon, based in Irving, Tex-
as, increased its oil and gas pro-
duction as crude prices hovered 
above $100 a barrel. Revenue at 
Exxon skyrocketed to $115.68 
billion, up from $67.74 billion 
during the same quarter last year.

Natural gas and liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) prices are also 
elevated due to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and ensuing sanctions 
against Russia, a major supplier 
of natural gas. Many European 
nations have been scrambling for 
alternatives to Russian natural 
gas, and have been competing 
for boatloads of LNG, driving up 
prices for natural gas both glob-
ally and in the U.S. Inflation in 
Europe has also been surging, in-

cluding soaring costs for energy.
Surging prices have been a 

boon for investors, including 
energy executives who receive 
a large share of compensation 
through company stock. Exxon 
earned $4.21 per share, exceed-
ing analyst expectations of $4.02 
per share, according to ana-
lysts polled by Factset. Chevron 
earned $5.95 per share, exceed-
ing analyst expectations of $5.16 
per share.

Shares of Exxon Mobil Corp. 
jumped 4% at the opening bell 
Friday and Chevron rose 8% 
Exxon CEO Darren Woods at-
tributed the company’s success 
to its investments in oil and gas 
fields in Guyana and the Permian 
Basin, as well as its investments 
in liquefied natural gas, which 
has been in high demand glob-
ally.

“Given the long investment 
cycle times, growing supply will 

not happen overnight,” said 
Woods in a conference call Fri-
day.

Gasoline prices rose particu-
larly quickly during the quarter, 
due to limited global supply, the 
high cost of oil and because there 
are fewer refineries operating 
in the U.S. than before the pan-
demic.

Exxon plans to increase re-
fining capacity by about 250,000 
barrels per day in the first quar-
ter of 2023 by expanding its 
Beaumont Refinery. That repre-
sents the industry’s largest sin-
gle capacity addition in the U.S. 
since 2012, the company said.

To alleviate Europe’s energy 
crisis, Exxon sees potential for 
fracking and unconventional gas 
in Germany, and “there’s an op-
portunity where certainly Exx-
onMobil could play a key role,” 
Woods said.

Exxon also plans to increase 
its exports of LNG to Europe. 
Golden Pass, its LNG export fa-
cility under construction in Port 
Arthur, Texas, will increase LNG 
exports from the Gulf Coast by 
20% when it starts up in 2024, 
he said.

“Bringing more LNG sup-
plies to help offset some of the 
Russian gas going into Europe 
will be another really critical step 
forward in diversification of sup-
plies for Europe,” Woods said.

Climate scientists and resi-
dents who live near Gulf Coast 
LNG export facilities warn that 
expanding fossil fuel infrastruc-
ture could exacerbate disasters 
caused by climate change.

Exxon expects to increase 
oil-equivalent production in the 
Permian Basin by 25% this year 
compared to 2021 and to elimi-
nate routine flaring in the Per-
mian by the end of the year.

High gas prices are shown as a pedestrian waits to cross the street in Los Angeles, June 16, 2022. 

Soaring energy 
prices rattle 
consumers and 
become a political 
flash point
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InflatIon surged in June 
and workers’ average wages 
accelerated in the spring — 
signs that americans won’t 
likely feel any relief from ris-
ing prices anytime soon and 
that the federal Reserve will 
feel compelled to further raise 
borrowing costs.

an inflation gauge closely 
tracked by the fed jumped 
6.8% in June from a year ago, 
the government said friday, 
the biggest such jump in four 
decades. Much of the increase 
was driven by energy and food.

on a month-to-month 
basis, too, prices surged 1% 
in June, the biggest such rise 
since 2005. Even excluding 
the volatile food and energy 
categories, prices climbed 
0.6% from May to June.

Employees’ wages, ex-
cluding government workers, 
jumped 1.6% in the april-June 
quarter, matching a record 
high reached last fall. Higher 
wages tend to fuel inflation if 
companies pass their higher 
labor costs on to their custom-
ers, as they often do.

friday’s figures under-
scored the persistence of 

the inflation that is eroding 
americans’ purchasing power, 
dimming their confidence in 
the economy and threatening 
Democrats in Congress in the 
run-up to the november mid-
term elections.

Some signs indicate that 
certain categories of inflation 
may moderate in the coming 
months, though not by very 
much: Gas prices have fallen 
since mid-June from an av-
erage national peak of $5 to 
$4.26, according to aaa. like-
wise, other commodity prices, 
for items such as wheat and 
copper, have plunged.

But more persistent driv-
ers of inflation show little, if 
any, evidence of slowing. the 
wage data released friday 
— a measure known as the 
employment cost index — in-
dicated that paychecks were 
still growing at a robust pace. 
that’s good for workers, but 
it could raise concerns at the 
fed about its effect on prices. 
Chair Jerome Powell specifi-
cally cited this measure during 
a news conference Wednesday 
as a source of concern for the 
the central bank’s policymak-
ers.

“this is a (report) that’s 

going to keep fed officials up 
at night,” said omair Sharif, 
president of Inflation Insights.

the government also re-
ported friday that consumer 
spending managed to just 
outpace inflation last month, 
rising 0.1% from May to June. 

Spending actually jumped, but 
most of the gain was wiped out 
by higher prices.

Rising consumer demand 
for services, such as airline 
tickets, hotel rooms and res-
taurant meals, is still help-
ing fuel inflation. Many retail 

and consumer goods chains, 
though, say inflation is squeez-
ing shoppers and limiting how 
far their money goes — a sign 
that consumer spending could 
further weaken.

this week, Walmart said 
its profits would fall because 

its customers are spending 
more on pricier food and gas, 
leaving them less able to buy 
clothes and other discretion-
ary items. likewise, Best Buy 
downgraded its sales and prof-
it forecasts because surging 
inflation has forced consum-
ers to reduce their purchases 
of electronics appliances.

Inflation has been rising 
so fast that despite the pay 
raises many workers have re-
ceived, most consumers are 
falling behind the rising cost-
of-living.

High inflation and interest 
rates are also hampering the 
U.S. economy, which shrank 
in the april-June quarter for 
a second straight quarter, in-
tensifying fears that a reces-
sion is looming. two quarters 
of declining growth meet an 
informal rule of thumb for 
when a recession begins, al-
though robust hiring suggests 
that the economy still main-
tains pockets of strength and 
isn’t yet in a downturn.

on Wednesday, the fed 
raised its benchmark inter-
est rate by three-quarters of 
a point for a second straight 
time in its most aggressive 
drive in more than three dec-

ades to tame high inflation. 
Powell signaled that the fed’ 
could raise rates by smaller 
increments in the coming 
months.

Still, he also stressed that 
the fed’s policymakers regard 
the fight against inflation to be 
their top priority. He gave no 
hint that a weakening econ-
omy would cause the fed to 
slow or reverse its rate hikes 
this year or early next year if 
inflation remained high.

By raising borrowing 
rates, the fed makes it cost-
lier to take out a mortgage or 
an auto or business loan. the 
goal is for consumers and 
businesses to borrow, spend 
and hire less, thereby cooling 
the economy and slowing in-
flation.

Globally, inflation is 
weighing heavily on other 
economies, too. this month, 
prices jumped 8.9% in the 19 
European countries that use 
the euro currency from a year 
earlier. Europe’s economy 
has been hit particularly hard 
by higher natural gas and oil 
prices stemming from Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
though it managed to grow 
slightly in the second quarter.

Inflation and wage data suggest US prices will keep climbing

European bond markets have been 
particularly volatile in recent weeks 
as the general sell-off that started 

later last year deepened. the stagflationary 
shock triggered by the Russo-Ukrainian 
conflict was a major driver of the deterio-
ration, adding to supply chain constraints 
associated with the pandemic. accord-
ing to Bloomberg’s consensus forecasts, 
growth expectations for the Euro area in 
2022 plummeted to 2.7%, from 4.4% as of 
September 2021. at the same time, Euro 
area inflation accelerated from 3.5% to 
8.6%. this represents an unprecedented 
worsening of the macro outlook.

as a result, and despite the slowdown 
in growth expectations, the European 
Central Bank (ECB) has been under pres-
sure to tighten policy and deliver on its 
2% inflation mandate. In fact, in its latest 
policy meeting, the ECB decided to lean 
“hawkish,” tightening rates by 50 basis 
points (bps) instead of the expected 25 
bps. It is the first policy rate hike of the 
ECB in more than a decade. Importantly, 
the action placed the ECB’s deposit rate 
out of negative territory for the first time 
in 7 years. 

However, monetary tightening in the 
Euro area could be challenging. the macro 
situation differs across countries within 
the monetary union, particularly when it 
comes to fiscal needs and debt levels. 

Mediterranean countries of the South 
or the “periphery” of the Euro area, such 
as Greece, Italy and Spain, run wider fiscal 
deficits and accumulate higher levels of 
indebtedness than the more fiscally con-
servative economies of the north (Germa-
ny, austria, Belgium and the netherlands). 
Hence, Southern European economies 
are more vulnerable to a more aggressive 
tightening pivot from the ECB, as higher 
interest rates increase the debt burden, po-
tentially creating unsustainable sovereign 
credit dynamics. In fact, as further rate 
hikes were priced into the markets, yields 
started to soar across the board. 

German 10-year Bunds jumped by 
more than 130 basis points (bps) since 
late last year. More importantly, during 
the same period, spreads between German 
Bunds and bonds from Southern European 
countries widened significantly, running 
close to the stressed levels last seen during 
the depths of the pandemic crisis. Italy and 
Greece present the most difficult position, 
with their spreads widening by 130 and 
100 bps, respectively. according to differ-
ent debt sustainability metrics, the cur-
rent yields for Italy and Greece may well 
be enough to start another round of Euro 
debt crisis discussions.

More stressed sovereign debt markets 
in the Euro “periphery” have already re-
quired action from the ECB. In mid-June, 
the ECB’s Governing Council called for an 
emergency meeting to discuss so-called 
“anti-fragmentation” measures, i.e., policy 
actions designed to support countries un-
der stress and protect the integrity of the 
monetary union. then, ECB officials an-
nounced both, more flexibility in the allo-
cation of funds when re-investing redemp-
tions from its asset purchase programme 
and the creation of a new anti-fragmen-
tation instrument for the region. In prac-
tice, these measures meant that maturing 
assets from the ECB can be re-invested 
disproportionally in bonds from stressed 

sovereigns and that more funds should be 
made available to provide a backstop for 
the “periphery.” the result of these dis-
cussions materialized in the recent policy 
meeting, when the ECB announced the 
so-called “transmission Protection Instru-
ment” (tPI) to counter “unwarranted, 
disorderly market dynamics.” 

for some analysts, such new measures 
are just expressions of how difficult the 
monetary policy normalization will be in 
the Euro area. In our view, the emergency 
meeting mandated the groundwork for the 
creation of the necessary tools for a “de-
coupling” of the ECB’s actions. this means 
that the overall policy normalization to 
combat inflation and create price stability 
is most likely to be rolled out across the 
Euro area via more aggressive interest rate 
hikes. on the other hand, to prevent an ag-
gravation of the stress to the countries of 
the “periphery,” the ECB reserves itself the 
discretion to use and re-allocate quantita-
tive tools to support more fragile Euro area 
economies. In this sense, it was no sur-
prise that the ECB decided to enact  
on a more aggressive pace of  
tightening.

all in all, we expect to see a more active 
ECB in the second half of the year. a po-
tential solution for the Euro area’s “macro 
divergence problem” opens the door for 
more aggressive policy rate hikes while 
at the same time preventing more severe 
shocks and a potential sovereign Euro area 
crisis. We expect to see the ECB’s Gov-
erning Council hiking rates by 50 bps in 
the following meetings in September and 
october, before slowing to a more normal 
pace of 25 bps rate hikes in December. 
this may be just the beginning of a histori-
cal normalization process.

 — By QNB Economics Team

ECB is preparing groundwork 
for more aggressive tightening

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

oil prices rose on friday as at-
tention turned to the upcoming 
oPEC+ meeting and dimming 

expectations that the producer group 
will imminently boost supply. 

Brent crude futures contract 
jumped $2.87 a barrel to settle at 
$110.01 a barrel. U.S. West texas 
Intermediate (WtI) crude futures set-
tled at $98.62 a barrel, rising by $2.20 
a barrel. for the week, Brent futures 
gained 6.6% while WtI was up by 4.1%. 

Investors will next watch the aug. 3 
meeting of the organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (oPEC) 
and allies led by Russia, together 
known as oPEC+. 

Sources said that oPEC+ will con-
sider keeping oil output unchanged for 
September when it meets next week, 
despite calls from the United States for 
more supply, although a modest output 
increase is also likely to be discussed. 

analysts said it would be difficult 
for oPEC+ to boost supply, given that 
many producers are already struggling 
to meet production quotas. the oPEC+ 
group produced almost 3 million bar-
rels per day less crude than foreseen by 
its quotas in June as sanctions on some 
members and low investment by others 
crippled its ability to ease the world’s 
energy crisis.

Asia spot prices jump on further 
Nord Stream cuts

asian spot lnG prices jumped 

last week, after further reductions by 
Russia to nord Stream 1 flows renewed 
concerns over market tightness, as 
buyers compete for cargoes to meet 
summer demand in asia and maintain 
stock build in Europe. the average 
lnG price for September delivery into 
north-east asia was estimated at $42.5 
per mmBtu, up $4.5 or 11.8% from the 
previous week, industry sources said. 

Meanwhile, European gas prices at 
the Dutch ttf hub hit a four-month 
high following Russian gas cuts and 
now hover near $58 per mmBtu. these 
prices are a manifestation of fears 
that European storage will not be full 
enough as winter starts, given that no 

significant lnG capacity will be added 
this year to help offset weaker Russian 
pipeline supplies to Europe. 

In the U.S., natural gas futures 
gained about 1% on friday on forecasts 
for hotter weather through mid-august 
than previously expected, which should 
force power companies to burn more 
gas rather than injecting the fuel into 
storage for the winter. 

the gas price increase came even 
though output was on track to reach 
a record high in July and the ongoing 
outage of the freeport lnG export 
plant in texas leaves more gas in the 
United States.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil rises as hopes fade for OPEC+ supply boost
WEEkly ENErgy markEt rEviEW

US approves Boeing rework 
plan to resume 787 deliveries

Agencies

tHE US federal aviation ad-
ministration (faa) on friday 
approved Boeing’s inspection 
and modification plan to re-
sume deliveries of 787 Dream-
liners, two people briefed on 
the matter told Reuters.

the faa approved Boe-
ing’s proposal that requires 
specific inspections to verify 
the condition of the airplane 
meets requirements and that 
all work has been completed, 
a move that should allow Boe-
ing to resume deliveries in au-
gust after it halted them in May 
2021, the sources said.

on July 17, Boeing told re-
porters it was “very close” to 
restarting 787 deliveries.

the faa referred questions 
about the approval to Boeing. 
“We don’t comment on ongo-
ing certifications,” the agency 
said.

Boeing did not confirm the 
approval friday but said it “will 
continue to work transparently 
with the faa and our custom-
ers towards resuming 787 de-
liveries.”

Boeing has faced produc-

tion issues with the 787 for 
more than two years. In Sep-
tember 2020, the faa said it 
was “investigating manufactur-
ing flaws” in some 787 jetliners.

In the aftermath of two fa-
tal 737 MaX crashes in 2018 
and 2019, the faa pledged to 
more closely scrutinize Boeing 
and delegate fewer responsi-
bilities to Boeing for aircraft 
certification.

Boeing suspended deliv-
eries of the 787 after the faa 

raised concerns about its pro-
posed inspection method. the 
faa had previously issued two 
airworthiness directives to ad-
dress production issues for in-
service airplanes and identified 
a new issue in July 2021.

Boeing Chief financial 
officer Brian West said this 
week on an investor call that 
it had 120 of the 787s in in-
ventory and was “making pro-
gress completing the necessary 
rework to prepare them for 

delivery.” Boeing is “produc-
ing at very low rates and we’ll 
continue to do so until deliver-
ies resume, gradually returning 
to 5 airplanes per month over 
time.”

the planemaker had only 
resumed deliveries in March 
2021 after a five-month hia-
tus before halting them again. 
friday’s approval came after 
lengthy discussions with the 
faa.

the regulator had said it 
wanted Boeing to ensure it “has 
a robust plan for the re-work 
that it must perform on a large 
volume of new 787s in storage” 
and that “Boeing’s delivery 
processes are stable.”

the faa said in february 
it would retain the authority to 
issue airworthiness certificates 
until it is confident “Boeing’s 
quality control and manufac-
turing processes consistently 
produce 787s that meet faa 
design standards.”

the agency’s then-admin-
istrator, Steve Dickson, told 
Reuters in february the faa 
needed from Boeing “a sys-
temic fix to their production 
processes.”

An attendee stands by a Boeing trade pavilion at the Farnborough 
International Airshow, in Farnborough, Britain on July 20, 2022.

A man shops at a supermarket on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, in New York. An inflation gauge that is 
closely tracked by the Federal Reserve, Friday, July 29, jumped 6.8% in June from a year ago, the biggest 
increase in four decades, and leaving Americans with no relief from surging costs.

Economy & Business10 Sunday, July 31, 2022



Economy & Business
11Sunday, July 31, 2022

How to recession-proof your life 
amid economic uncertainty

Prices for gas, food and rent are 
soaring. The Federal Reserve has 
raised interest rates to the highest 
level since 2018. The U.S. econ-
omy has shrunk for two straight 

quarters.
Economists are divided over whether 

a recession is looming. What’s clear is that 
economic uncertainty isn’t going away any-
time soon. But there are steps you can take 
now to be ready for whatever is ahead.

Yiming Ma, an assistant professor at Co-
lumbia University, says it’s not a question of 
if but when a recession will happen. People 
should prepare but not panic, she said.

“Historically the economy has always 
been going up and down,” said Ma. “It’s 
something that just happens, it’s a bit like 
catching a cold.”

But, she notes, some people’s immune 
systems are better able to recover than oth-
ers. It’s the same with finances. If you think 
a recession could destabilize yours, here are 
some things you can do to prepare.

Know your expenses and make a 
budget

Knowing how much you spend every 
month is key. Ma recommends sitting down 
and writing how much you spend day-to-
day. This will help you see what’s coming 
in, what’s going out, and which unnecessary 
expenses you might be able to cut.

“By understanding what money you are 
getting and what you are spending, you may 
be able to make changes to help you through 
tough times,” advises the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation’s Money Smart, a fi-
nancial education program.

Budgets often reveal expenses that can 
be eliminated entirely or impulsive spend-
ing that can be avoided with planning.

For guidance creating a budget, free 
courses such as “ Creating a budget (and 
sticking to it) ” by CT Dollars and Sense, a 
partnership of Connecticut state agencies, 
and Nerd Wallet’s Budget Calculator can be 
good places to start.

Save as you can
The more non-essential expenses you 

can cut, the more you can save.
It’s not possible for everyone, but Gene 

Natali, cofounder of Troutwood, an app that 
helps people create financial plans, says it’s 
ideal to budget to save enough to cover basic 
necessities for three to six months.

Programs such as America Saves, a non-
profit campaign by the Consumer Federa-
tion of America, can help create a roadmap.

And if you do have a savings account, it’s 
important to check whether your bank gives 
you a good interest rate and shop around if 
it doesn’t, Ma said.

Her advice is to keep an eye on the 
monthly fees or service charges that might 
eat into your savings. But don’t limit your 
options. Online banks sometimes offer bet-
ter rates than traditional ones.

Consolidate your loans, and don’t 
take any more

As interest rates rise, experts recom-
mend that you consolidate your loans to 
have just one fixed-rate loan and, if you can, 
pay down as much of your debt as possible.

“Job security tends to be worse when a 
recession comes, it’s not a great time to ac-
cumulate debt,” said Ma.

But paying off your existing debt is eas-
ier said than done. The Federal Trade Com-
mission’s Consumer Advice guide for Get-
ting Out of Debt can help you make a plan.

With interest rates high, it’s also not a 
great time to take out new loans for big ex-
penses like cars, though experts do recom-
mend that if you need durable goods such 
as vacuum cleaners, stoves or dishwashers, 
you buy them as soon as possible to avoid 
future price increases.

Visit second-hand stores and yard 
sales

Allen Galeon, an in-home caregiver in 
California, has been affected for months by 
the rising prices of household staples like 
groceries, paper towels, and gas for his com-
mute.

His son’s favorite Hi-C orange juice, 
which was $1.99 for a six-pack, is now $2.50.

Since the start of the pandemic, when 
Galeon cut down from caring for multi-
ple families to a single client to reduce his 
health risks, his household has dealt with 
financial instability.

One choice he’s made is to buy items like 
clothes or electronics second-hand when-
ever possible, whether from Goodwill, pawn 
shops, or Craigslist. And Craigslist allows 
you to search by area, to cut down on driv-
ing – which means less gas and inconven-
ience.

Negotiate your monthly bills
Since the pandemic, many companies 

have updated their relief policies and have 
become more flexible with users, according 
to Kia McCallister-Young, director of Amer-
ica Saves.

Calling providers of monthly services 
to negotiate bills — whether it’s utilities, 
phone service, cable, internet, or auto insur-
ance — can lead to meaningful savings, said 
McCallister-Young. Individuals can ask for 
the best rate, any available discounts, re-
bates, or coupons that can lead to a lowered 
monthly fee. If a provider is competitive 
with other companies, there’s an even better 
chance of getting a discount, she added.

“If you tell them, ‘I’m thinking of chang-
ing’ or that you’re shopping around, that 
helps — if they know you’re considering 
leaving, they’ll give you the best rate, and 
the goal right now is to find as much cash-

flow as possible,” she said.
Check out federal programs such as the 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, which helps cover bills, and Lifeline, 
which can assist with phone bills. If you are 
unsure if you qualify for any federal or state 
program, you can call 211, which will con-
nect you with a local specialist who can as-
sist you.

Switch up your groceries
Grocery shopping with a meal plan, 

buying generic rather than brand-name or 
purchasing in bulk are some of the recom-
mendations from the Consumer Federation 
of America.

“A lot of stores have price matching, so 
if you show them that a competitor is sell-
ing the same product at a lower rate, they’ll 
match that,” said McCallister-Young. “You 
also want to be looking at the stores that are 
closest to you, so you’re not spending the ex-
tra money you’d save on gas.”

An alternative way to save money on gro-
ceries is to check out food sharing apps such 
as Olio, which connects people around their 
community to share extra grocery items, 
and Too Good to Go, where customers can 
buy businesses’ surplus food at a discount.

Look at government assistance  
programmes

Even with these saving and spending 
practices, a month’s wages aren’t always 
enough to cover important expenses. If 
this is your situation, programs around the 
country are available to assist you.

“Sometimes there just isn’t enough ‘end 
of the month’ at the end of the month,” said 
Michael Best, an attorney at the National 
Consumer Law Center who works on finan-
cial services issues.

To make use of these resources, check 
if you qualify for the Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program, Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program, or the Homeowner As-
sistance Fund. All of these are federal pro-
grams coordinated by state governments. 
Some states offer additional local programs 
for their residents.

Look for community assistance
If you are experiencing food or housing 

insecurity, look for non-profit or communi-
ty organizations around you. From housing 
support and food banks to utility assistance, 
non-profit organizations around the coun-
try can help. National organizations such as 
Feeding America host food banks in all 50 
states.

“We’re already seeing the community 
reaching out to us in overwhelming num-
bers because of what’s happening in the 
country in terms of economic stability,” 
said Kavita Mehra of Sakhi for South Asian 
Women, an organization that helps domes-
tic violence survivors in New York City.

Her organization provides housing, 
food, and cash emergency assistance for 
people in the community. She said that 
between January and June, her group dis-
tributed over $150,000 in emergency cash 
assistance to survivors who were having a 
harder time keeping the lights on and put-
ting food on the table. That’s more than all 
of last year. Food assistance organizations 
such as Ample Harvest, Hunger Free Amer-
ica and Food Rescue US offer maps that al-
low users to search a nearby food bank by 
typing their zip code.

Take care of your mental health
Between worrying about the bills and 

not knowing what your financial future 
might look like, your stress levels can go 
through the roof.

“It’s a hectic existence,” Galeon said. 
“You have to do a lot of managing, and you 
have to keep a cool head, for the sake of your 
mental health.”

Debra Kissen, a clinical director of Light 
On Anxiety CBT Treatment Center, recom-
mends first recognizing when your body is 
stressed. Then she advises mindfulness ex-
ercises such as breathing, touching a wall 
to calm yourself, and completing the “five 
senses for anxiety relief” exercise.

Most health insurance covers some type 
of mental health assistance. If you don’t 
have health insurance, you can look for 
sliding-scale therapists around the country, 
including through FindTreatment.gov and 
the Anxiety and Depression Association of 
America directory.

Vanessa Correa, left, and Gigi Fiske, right, pass out gallons of milk at a food distribution held by the Farm Share food bank, Wednesday, July 20, 2022, in 
Miami. Long lines are back at food banks around the U.S. as working Americans overwhelmed by inflation turn to handouts to help feed their families.

Agencies

APPLE’S profit slipped dur-
ing the past quarter, but the 
world’s largest technology 
company is holding up better 
than many of its peers as the 
economy teeters on the edge 
of a recession.

While grappling with 
manufacturing headaches and 
inflation pressures that have 
vexed a wide range of busi-
nesses, Apple saw its profit for 
the April-June period decline 
by 10% while revenue edged 
up 2%. Both figures were bet-
ter than analysts projected.

The results announced 
Thursday for Apple’s fiscal 
third quarter weren’t a shock. 
That’s because Apple had 
already warned that its rev-
enue would be depressed by 
as much as $8 billion because 
of supply chain problems that 
have been compounded by 
pandemic-related shutdowns 
in Chinese factories that make 
iPhones and other Apple 
products.

That scenario played out 

as expected in Apple’s fiscal 
third quarter. Earnings fell 
to $19.4 billion, or $1.20 per 
share, while revenue edged up 
to nearly $83 billion.

The positive surprise 
helped boost Apple’s stock 
price by 3% in extended trad-
ing after the numbers came 
out.

“The quarter shows that 
amid all this volatility in tech, 
Apple remains a fortress,” said 
Edward Jones analyst Logan 
Purk.

As usual, Apple’s results 
were propelled by the iPhone, 
which posted a 3% gain in 
sales from the same time last 
year. Analysts had been brac-
ing investors for a slight de-
cline because of supply chain 
issues and the upcoming re-
lease of a new model this fall. 
It marked the seventh consec-
utive quarter that iPhone sales 
have increased.

The ongoing demand for 
iPhones underscores the en-
during appeal of a device that 
has helped has established 
Apple as the world’s most 

powerful tech company dur-
ing the past 15 years. The de-
vice’s sales climbed, despite 

inflation hovering at its high-
est rate in more than 40 years, 
a development that caused 

consumers to rein in their 
spending on a variety of dis-
cretionary items such as cloth-

ing and other home goods that 
enjoyed an uptick in demand 
during the pandemic.

The troubles emerging in 
corporate earnings reports 
over the past two weeks — 
combined with other sobering 
data — have heightened wor-
ries that the Federal Reserve 
Bank’s inflation-fighting in-
crease in interest rates will 
shove the economy into a re-
cession. That would weigh on 
corporate profits and already 
drooping stock prices.

Apple CEO Tim Cook ac-
knowledged that the Cuper-
tino, California, company isn’t 
immune to the current eco-
nomic turbulence squeezing 
consumer budgets, but main-
tained a mostly upbeat tone 
during a Thursday conference 
call.

“When you think about 
the number of challenges in 
the quarter, we feel really 
good about the growth that we 
put up,” Cook said.

So far, Cook said, inflation 
seems to be affecting Apple’s 
sales of wearable technology 

— a segment that includes the 
Apple Watch — more than 
those of the iPhone. In the 
past quarter, revenue in Ap-
ple’s wearables division fell 
8% to $8.1 billion.

On the upside, Apple ex-
pects supply-chain issues to 
ease during the current July-
September quarter. If history 
is any guide, the release of its 
next iPhone model later this 
year could spur another flurry 
of upgrades. Apple expects 
its year-over-year revenue 
growth in the current quarter 
to exceed the past quarter’s 
2% uptick, according to Luca 
Maestri, Apple’s chief finan-
cial officer.

Tech stocks have been 
particularly hard hit by mar-
ket jitters. The Nasdaq com-
posite index, which is tethered 
to the tech industry’s fortunes, 
has fallen by 22% so far this 
year. Apple had held up far 
better than most of its tech 
peers, with its stock price de-
clining 11% this year before 
Thursday’s rally in extended 
trading.

Apple still thriving as economy slows, despite 3Q profit dip

 The logo of Apple is illuminated at a store in the city center in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
2020. Apple’s profit slipped during the past quarter of 2022, but the world’s largest technology com-
pany fared better than many of its peers.
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Sea La Rosa lands Qatar Lillie Langtry Stakes as 
Glorious Goodwood Festival 2022 concludes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
GOODWOOD (UK)

THE 2022 renewal of Qatar 
Goodwood Festival came to 
an end on Saturday evening. 
The five-day event, spon-
sored by the Qatar Racing 
and Equestrian Club (QREC), 
started on Tuesday and, as 
ever since the initial edition 
sponsored by QREC in 2015, 
was a success in true sense of 
the word. 

Excellence was seen in 
every single detail, whether in 
terms of organisation, quality 

racing and attendance of race-
goers throughout the five days. 
The presence of QREC delega-
tion before and throughout the 
days of the Festival underlined 
the commitment of the QREC 
management to the success of 
the annual Festival. 

The delegation included 
HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman; 
Hamad Bin Abdulrahman Al 
Attiya, QREC Vice-Chairman 
and Asian Equestrian Fed-
eration President; Khalifa bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, QREC 
Board Member and Al Shaqab 

Executive Director; Khalid 
bin Mohammed Al Ali, QREC 
Board Member; Ahmad bin 
Mohammed Alabdulmalik, 
QREC Board Member; Abdul-
la Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC 
Racing Manager; and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali, Director of 
QREC Chairman’s Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department. 

Present on the final day 
was Fahad bin Hamad Al Su-
laiti, CEO of Education Above 
All Foundation, and he pre-
sented the trophies to the win-
ners of the fourth and feature 

race of the day, the Gr2 Qatar 
Lillie Langtry Stakes, present-
ed by Education Above All.

Qatari excellence was not 
limited to organisation and 
sponsorship. As usual, it has 
been associated with a victory 
on the highest level with the 
Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari-
owned Lady Princess landing 
the Gr1 PA Qatar International 
Stakes for the second straight 
year for herself and the fourth 
year in a row for Qatar; a 
feat re-confirming Qatar as 
a world’s pioneer in Arabian 
horse racing.

Sea La Rosa all class 
The final day of the five-day 
Qatar Goodwood Festival 
belonged to the Sunderland 
Holdings Inc-owned filly Sea 
La Rosa (Sea The Stars x Soha 
Rose), winner of the Gr.2 Qa-
tar Lillie Langtry Stakes.

Trained by William Hag-
gas, whose Gr.1 Qatar Suxxex 
Stakes winner Baaeed (Sea 
The Stars) stole the show ear-
lier this week, Sea La Rosa 
proved an excellent winner of 
the bizarrely- run, £300,000 
contest under leading jockey 
Tom Marquand.

As the seven runners left 

the stalls, the eventual runner-
up, Urban Artist (Cityscape) 
blitzed clear of the field and 
was soon over 50m clear of her 
pursuers. 

One of the more promi-
nently placed of Urban Art-
ist’s six rivals, Sea La Rosa 
steadily made ground on 
the leader and eventually 
took the lead inside the final 
200m and went on to win by 
a length. 

Urban Artist proved reso-
lute and claimed the runner-
up spot, a neck ahead of light-
ning-finisher Emily Dickinson 
(Dubawi), who was unsighted 

in through the early stages.
Now a dual black-type 

scorer, the well-bred Sea La 
Rosa has won six of her thir-
teen lifetime starts and re-
mains entered in both the Gr.1 
Yorkshire Oaks and the Gr.1 
Irish St.Leger.

Bred by GB Partnership, 
the four-year-old is out of 
the Listed winner Soho Rose 
(Hernando).

Soho Rose is also the dam 
of the Gr.3 Bahrain Trophy at 
Newmarket, Deauville Legend 
(Sea the Stars) and also the 
Gr.3 Placed Dean Street Doll 
(Oasis Dream).

Fahad bin Hamad Al Sulaiti, CEO of Education Above All, crowned the winners of the Qatar Lilly Langtry Stakes on the fifth and final day of 
Qatar Goodwood Festival at the Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Saturday.

Sea La Rosa is ridden by jockey Tom Marquand to victory in the Qatar Lilly Langtry Stakes at the Good-
wood Racecourse in UK on Saturday.

Fahad bin Hamad Al Sulaiti, CEO of Education Above All Foundation, presented the 
trophies to the winners of the fourth and feature race of the day – the Gr2 Qatar 

Lillie Langtry Stakes, presented by Education Above All.

Season 6 of Qatar Equestrian Tour – 
Longines Hathab from September 2

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE sixth season of Qatar 
Equestrian Tour – Longines 
Hathab supported by The 
Social & Sport Contribution 
Fund (Daam) will kick off Sep-
tember 2, the organisers an-
nounced.

An initiative of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of the Qatar Olym-
pic Committee and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Al 
Shaqab, the Qatar Equestrian 
Tour-Hathab is the country’s 
premier equestrian competi-
tion series and fulfills a vital 
role for the horse-riding com-
munity.  It seeks to inspire Qa-
tar’s next generation of inter-
national champions as well as 
increased awareness of horse-
manship as part of Qatar’s cul-
ture and tradition.

Qatar Equestrian Tour - 
Longines Hathab supported by 
The Social & Sport Contribu-
tion Fund (Daam) is organized 
and hosted jointly by Qatar 
Equestrian Federation (QEF) 
and Al Shaqab, member of 
Qatar Foundation. Tours will 
be held at QEF and the Lon-
gines Arena at Al Shaqab and 
comprise a series of 14 indi-
vidual and team competitions 
to be held between September 
2022 to April 2023, and will 
include multiple categories in 
showjumping and dressage, 
across various age groups.

The first round of Qatar 
Equestrian Tour - Longines 
Hathab supported by The 
Social & Sport Contribution 

Fund (Daam) will take place 
on the weekend of September 
2 and 3 at QEF’s Indoor Arena.

Longines, The Social & 
Sport Contribution Fund 
(Daam), ExxonMobil, and 
Salam International are the 
main partners of Qatar Eques-
trian Tour - Longines Hathab 
supported by The Social & 

Sport Contribution Fund 
(Daam)

Bader Al Darwish, Presi-
dent, Qatar Equestrian Feder-
ation, said, “We are delighted 
with the support of riders and 
spectators. We are committed 
to grow the sport and to attract 
audiences to our event.  We 
are very grateful for the sup-

port of our sponsors”.
Qatar Equestrian Tour’s 

significance is demonstrated 
by the results of the competi-
tion being used as a guide in 
the selection of riders to rep-
resent Qatar in international 
competitions, and the series 
is open to Qataris and resi-
dents of Qatar.

Chile to appeal to FIFA again for 
Ecuador’s World Cup removal

AGENCIES
SANTIAGO

THE Football Federation of 
Chile has announced that it is 
appealing against the decision 
of the world’s football govern-
ing body FIFA of rejecting its 
previous complaint regarding 
the participation of the Ecua-
dor in the forthcoming World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Chile’s Football Federation 
(ANFP) is appealing against 
FIFA’s decision to dismiss 
their complaint that Ecuador 
fielded an ineligible player 
during the World Cup qualify-
ing campaign.

FIFA’s decision on June 10 
meant Ecuador were cleared 
to play in November’s finals in 
Qatar but the Chile are sure of 
their claim and insistent.

The ANPF said it had proof 
that Ecuador’s Byron Castillo 
was born in Tumaco, Colom-
bia in 1995 and not in the Ec-
uadorean city of General Vil-
lamil Playas in 1998 as stated 
on his official documents.

It claimed the Club Leon 
full back, who played in eight 
of Ecuador’s 18 qualifying 
games for the Qatar World 
Cup, used a false passport and 
birth certificate.

FIFA had said that ‘after 
analysing the submissions of 
all parties concerned and con-
sidering all elements brought 

before it’ it was not taking ac-
tion. But on Thursday, Chile 
said they had submitted an ap-
peal to soccer’s world govern-
ing body.

Jorge Yunge, General Sec-
retary of the Chilean Football 
Association, said in a state-
ment: “We are completely sure 
about the conclusions of our 
investigations. It is absolutely 
clear that the player uses an 
adulterated Ecuadorean docu-
ment. What is at stake here is 
not just a place in the 2022 

World Cup, but the entire 
principle of fair play.”

Chile finished seventh 
in qualifying with 19 points, 
missing out on a place in the 
finals. Ecuador qualified in 
fourth place.

Castillo played in the 
World Cup qualifiers, includ-
ing the match that ended in a 
goalless draw against Colom-
bia last September and the 
match which ended in Ecua-
dor’s 2-0 victory over Chile 
last November.

Chile claim Byron Castillo (centre) was born in Colombia, not Ecuador. 

Football Federation  
of Chile is crying foul  

over Ecuador’s  
‘ineligible player’  

Bryon Castillo 
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‘Sunday, the king plays’: Ronaldo ahead of Man Utd-Rayo friendly
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CRISTIANO Ronaldo has re-
vealed he is set to make his 
Manchester United return in 
Sunday’s friendly against Rayo 
Vallecano at Old Trafford.

The 37-year-old striker 
missed United’s pre-season 
tour of Thailand and Australia 
due to family reasons amid re-
ports he wants to quit the club.

Ronaldo returned to Unit-
ed’s training ground earlier 
this week to discuss his future 
with new boss Erik ten Hag.

And the Portugal superstar 

has now claimed he is due to 
turn out for United on Sunday.

Responding to an Insta-
gram post commenting on 
his omission from the United 
squad in Norway, he respond-
ed: “Domingo o rei joga,” or 
“Sunday, the king plays.”

 If he does feature it will 
be Ronaldo’s first match for 
United since the 4-0 defeat at 
Brighton on May 7.

Atletico rule out  
Ronaldo swoop 
Atletico Madrid will not be 
signing Cristiano Ronaldo and 
that decision is final, accord-

ing to club president Enrique 
Cerezo.

Speaking at the presenta-
tion of defender Nahuel Mo-
lina on Friday, Cerezo said the 
newly recruited Argentina in-
ternational was “the last piece” 
of the jigsaw.

That means Diego Sime-
one’s squad is complete as far 
as Cerezo is concerned.

Molina has joined from 
Udinese, and Atletico have also 
brought in the likes of Samuel 
Lino and Axel Witsel to plump 
up their ranks after Luis Su-
arez, Sime Vrsaljko and Hec-
tor Herrera moved on.

“With this signing...we 
have managed to fit the last 
piece we were looking for,” 
said Cerezo.

“I repeat, for the journal-
ists, with this signing we have 
managed to fit the last piece 
we were looking for.” 

The emphasis spoke of 
how Cerezo wants to move 
on from the links to Ronaldo, 
after a group of Atletico sup-
porters declared their stead-
fast opposition to his potential 
arrival.

Cerezo had already said any 
deal to bring Ronaldo to Atleti-
co from Manchester United 

was “practically impossible.” 
Five-time Ballon d’Or 

winner Ronaldo, who is Real 
Madrid’s all-time record scor-
er, appears to be set on leaving 
United after the Red Devils 
failed to qualify for the 2022-
23 Champions League.

It has been reported that 
Sporting, where Ronaldo 
launched his career, could be 
a possible destination for the 
37-year-old, who scored 24 
goals across all competitions 
for United last season.

German champions Bay-
ern Munich have ruled them-
selves out of contention.Cristiano Ronaldo.

England won’t get sidetracked by  
rivalry with Germany, says coach

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

ENGLAND boss Sarina Wieg-
man has told her side to focus 
on Germany’s “players, not 
the history” in Sunday’s Euro 
2022 final.

England’s traditional rival-
ry with Germany is not exclu-
sive to the men’s game, as the 
Lionesses were thumped 6-2 
the last time they appeared 
at this stage of the European 
Championship in 2009.

But Wiegman insists re-
venge is not on the agenda.

“We approach this game 
exactly the same as every other 
game we have played,” she told 
several national newspapers.

“You know when it’s a final 
you are going to play against 
the best opponent you can im-
agine. And that’s Germany.

“Yes, we really analyse 
our opponents and talk about 
what their patterns are, what 
their strengths are, what their 
weaknesses are, if they have 
any? And then we say, what 
are our strengths? What do we 
need to do to harm them? 

“I don’t know what the 
perfect game is because who-
ever is in front of us, we want 

to beat them. This is the final 
and we just really want to win 
the final. We talk about their 
players, not the history. It is 
about the here and now.

“Germany wants to win the 
final too, of course, but we don’t 
talk about the rivalry between 
England and Germany. We 
want to show so badly how good 

we are and play our best game.
“There’s so much eager-

ness in this team to win. And 
so much resilience. We want so 
badly to show again that we are 

the best, to play our best game.
“That’s what we’ve been 

trying to do all the time. And 
then, hopefully, that will bring 
us to win. That’s basically 
where we’re at. And then on 
top of that, we talk about play-
ers but not history. It is the 
here and now.” 

Wiegman, who led the 
Netherlands to the European 
title in 2017, insists England’s 
wins over Spain and Sweden 
have instilled the belief that 
they can beat anyone.

“I think they have been 
mentally strong already,” she 
added. “I just think now they 
believe, they truly believe that 
we can beat anyone if we just 
do some things really well. We 
have already shown it, we have 
already proved ourselves that 
we can.

“It’s not just words. You 
need some behaviour too, to 
help each other. I think the 
team has done that so well.

“They’ve developed some 
confidence and then you can 
see the goal.

Mentally, it’s making the 
right football decisions in the 
game and having the right 
qualities also, because it starts 
with the quality of the players.”

EUROS 2022 WOMEN’S FINAL

England’s defender Leah Williamson controls a 
ball during a team training session at their camp 
in Teddington on Saturday, on the eve of their 
Women’s Euro 2022 final against Germany. (AFP)

Pep dazzled by ‘incredible 
style’ at women’s Euros
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

PEP Guardiola hailed the sty-
listic brilliance of women’s 
football as England prepare 
to face Germany in the Euro 
2022 final.

The Manchester City boss is 
recognised as a coach who en-
courages technical excellence, 
having been brought up through 
the Barcelona system and taken 
the teachings with him.

As coach of Barcelona, Bay-
ern Munich and latterly City, 
Guardiola has nurtured teams 
through innovation, looking for 
his players to produce a posses-
sion-based game.

There has been fluidity 
and intensity at the core of his 
teams, and the end result has 
been the emergence of some 
of football’s most entertain-
ing, highly skilled teams of the 
modern era.

He recognizes excellence 
when he sees it, and Guardiola 
believes it is coursing through 
the women’s game at present.

Sunday’s final is set to be 
played in front of a full house 
at Wembley, with the tourna-
ment having already smashed 
previous European Champion-
ship attendance records.

“Well I think they deserve 
all the credit, women football-
ers around the world, how 
they rise, how they are doing 

incredibly good, so they de-
serve what they are getting,” 
Guardiola said.

“Before, years ago, there 
was maybe not the media, 
maybe it was not being fol-
lowed like it is, and it has hap-
pened because they are doing 
incredible things in the style, 
the way they play.” 

Given his previous Bayern 
allegiance, Guardiola is re-
luctant to pick a winner, even 
though a number of England’s 
squad play for City’s women’s 
team, including Ellen White, 
Lauren Hemp and Keira Walsh.

Germany have won the 
Women’s Euros eight times 
previously, while England have 
yet to be champions.

“Before, I was working in 
Germany, I want the best for 
both [teams],” said Guardiola, 
whose City team will face Liver-
pool in the Community Shield 
in Leicester on Saturday.

“Of course, we want a good 
final. England can play a good 
game, and it’s a big success for 
both national teams to get to 
the final. Of course both will 
want to win it, at an incredible 
scenario at Wembley.

“I think the crowd will be 
completely full and hopefully 
they can enjoy a good game 
and the best team wins. Con-
gratulations. It’s so nice for 
England - arriving at the final is 
a big achievement.”

Nunez upstages Haaland as  
Liverpool win Community Shield

PA MEDIA/DPA
LEICESTER, ENGLAND 

LIVERPOOL new boy Darwin 
Nunez struck first blood in the 
battle of the super-signings 
with an encouraging 30-min-
ute cameo which was capped 
with the final goal in a 3-1 win 
over Manchester City in the 
Community Shield.

City, last season’s Premier 
League champions, and Liv-
erpool, the FA and League 
Cup winners, both paraded 
their big-money acquisitions 
at Leicester’s King Power Sta-
dium on Saturday but it was 
the Uruguay international who 
upstaged City’s Erling Haaland.

Nunez came off the bench 
in the 59th minute with the 
score at 1-1 and his aerial 
presence won the late penalty 
from which Mohamed Salah 
put Liverpool in front for a 
second time.

But the former Benfica 
striker, having earlier been de-
nied a goal by City goalkeeper 
Ederson, was not finished there 
and stooped to head home his 
first for the Reds in domestic 
competition in added time.

“I liked the game a lot, but 
most of the time City games 
against us are cool to watch,” 
Liverpool coach Jürgen Klopp 
told ITV.

“We played the smart pass-
es. We saw Darwin Nunez in 
dangerous situations. He used 
the spaces and finished well, 
too.” One new City signing did 
make his mark - former River 
Plate forward Julian Alvarez 
climbing off the bench to cancel 
out Trent Alexander-Arnold’s 

opener - but the focus was re-
ally on the big men up top.

The traditional season 
curtain-raiser played out as ex-
pected with the country’s top 
two sides going at it once again, 
but it was the nuance of what 
the new signings might bring 
which attracted the intrigue.

Haaland scored 86 goals in 
89 matches for Borussia Dort-
mund before his move and he 
is likely to add many more for 
City once he and they have ad-
justed to each other.

The Norway international 
had the fewest touches of any 
player in the first half - eight 
- and the service he received 
throughout was scant.

But that did not mean he 
was not a threat and when 
Andy Robertson initially dis-
possessed him from Bernardo 

Silva’s cross the 22-year-old 
reacted quickest to fire in a 
shot which third-choice goal-
keeper Adrian batted away.

His next attempt moments 
later from another Silva cross 
did not go so well as it came 
to him at an awkward height 
and he could not decide what 
to do with it and completely 
miskicked. But he saved his 
worst for last when he blasted 
against the crossbar when 
faced with an open goal six 
yards out in added time.

Nunez, however, justified 
Klopp’s decision to continue 
his integration from the bench.

The 23-year-old scored 
four second-half goals in a 
pre-season friendly against 
RB Leipzig but that was not 
enough to persuade his man-
ager to start him from the off.

But when he was intro-
duced he was a bundle of 
energy and, unlike City with 
Haaland, Liverpool seemed to 
be better equipped to supple-
ment his talents.

With virtually his first 
touch he was brought down 
by Ederson, who was spared 
by an offside flag, and then 
the City goalkeeper raced out 
to block Nunez’s shot with his 
chest after Jordan Henderson 
played him through.

Nunez is more a tradi-
tional number nine and less 
the multi-functional player 
Klopp usually prefers but that 
can work to his advantage and 
when he climbed highest to 
head down the ball struck the 
arm of Ruben Dias.

Referee Craig Pawson 
waved away handball claims 

but having been advised to 
consult the pitchside moni-
tor he awarded a penalty and 
Salah swept past Ederson.

But Nunez was not fin-
ished there and his poacher’s 
instinct saw him stoop to head 
home Robertson’s knockdown 
in added time.

It was a pulsating finish to 
a game which had ebbed and 
flowed, with Alexander-Ar-
nold putting Liverpool ahead 
in the 21st minute.

Thiago Alcantara’s cross 
was killed instantly under 
the foot of Salah, whose pass 
rolled invitingly into the path 
of the full-back who whipped a 
shot which just flicked off the 
head of Nathan Ake on its way 
in via the far post.

City improved in the sec-
ond half and Alvarez, intro-
duced at the same time as 
Nunez, equalised in the 70th 
minute after Adrian saved Phil 
Foden’s initial effort but fum-
bled the rebound.

VAR checked offside and 
although the goalkeeper ap-
peared to have two hands on 
the ball, after a lengthy delay 
the goal was ruled legitimate to 
mean the new signing followed 
in the exalted footsteps of Ser-
gio Aguero and Carlos Tevez as 
only the third Argentinian to 
score in the Community Shield.

He will, however, still play 
second fiddle to Haaland while 
Nunez has begun the process 
of establishing himself as Liv-
erpool’s long-term option up 
front and ensuring the sale 
of Sadio Mane to Bayern Mu-
nich quickly becomes an after-
thought.

Liverpool’s Uruguyan forward Darwin Nunez (L) celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the English FA 
Community Shield match against Manchester City at the King Power Stadium in Leicester on Saturday. (AFP)

Germany boss 
excited for 

‘dream’ final
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

MARTINA Voss-Tecklenburg 
believes Sunday’s “dream” 
Euro 2022 final between Eng-
land and Germany provides 
the platform needed to take the 
women’s game to the next level.

Germany have won the 
competition a record eight 
times while hosts England 
have yet to win a major tro-
phy.

After finishing top of 
Group B, Voss-Tecklenburg’s 
side beat Austria in the quar-
ter-finals and France in the 
last four to set up a clash with 
the hosts at Wembley.

With tickets sold out and 
a bumper television audience 
expected, Voss-Tecklenburg 
believes the showdown offers 
an ideal chance to grow the 
sport even further.

“(Women’s football) will 
only win if everything that 
happens in Europe with Ger-
many and England ends in a 
sustainable way,” the Germa-
ny head coach said.

“Something has to contin-
ue, this has to be a chance for 
all the countries to make the 
next steps for women’s foot-
ball – if not now when will this 
happen?” 

England’s traditional rival-
ry with Germany is not exclu-
sive to the men’s game, with 
the latter thumping the Lion-
esses 6-2 in the 2009 final.

“We have to have the re-
sponsibility, you have to have 
a bit of luck sometimes, but 
there is pressure on every 
player in that situation. 

“If it were to happen we 
will be ready.”

Dortmund coach  
dedicates win to  
cancer-battling 
striker Haller

DPA
MUNICH 

Borussia Dortmunds coach 
Edin Terzic has dedicated 
their 3-0 German Cup win at 
1860 Munich to his team’s 
striker Sebastien Haller who 
has been diagnosed with tes-
ticular cancer.

“We miss Sebastien every 
day, we miss him as a person,” 
Terzic said on Friday night af-
ter the first round game.

“We promised him to 
reach the next round. We are 
very happy that we fulfilled it.” 
Haller, who arrived in summer 
from Ajax Amsterdam, was di-
agnosed with the illness ear-
lier in the month and has since 
undergone surgery.

Dortmund sports direc-
tor Sebastian Kehl has said 
that Haller will be sidelined 
for months and is not ruling 
out signing another striker in 
the transfer window which is 
still open. But the team also 
showed Friday it can score 
without Haller, with Dutch-
man Donyell Malen getting 
the most attention by scoring 
the first, being involved in the 
second and assisting the third.

“I liked Donny Malen a 
lot,” Kehl said, with Terzic 
happy overall with “a mature 
performance.”

Sebastien 
Haller.

Germany’s  players take part in a team training  
session at Wembley Stadium in London, on Saturday 
on the eve of their UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final 
against England. (AFP)
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INDIA’S CHANU WINS 49KG WEIGHTLIFTING GOLD

Mercedes’ Russell claims shock  
Hungary GP pole, Verstappen 10th

DPA
BUDAPEST 

GEORGE Russell claimed 
a stunning first season pole 
position for Mercedes at the 
Hungarian Formula One 
Grand Prix while world cham-
pion Max Verstappen will start 
Sunday’s race from 10th after 
engine problems when it mat-
tered in qualifying.

Russell beat the Ferraris 
of Carlos Sainz and Charles 
Leclerc for his maiden career 
pole in a gripping session.

The Briton clocked 1 min-
ute 17.377 seconds at the 
death on the 4.381-kilometres 
Hungaroring as Mercedes ap-
peared to further catch up on 
season dominators Red Bull 
and Ferrari.

“I am over the moon, ab-
solutely buzzing,” Russell said.

“Yesterday was arguably 
our worst Friday of the season 
and we worked so hard and we 
didn’t know what direction to 
go in.

“In that last lap I got 
around Turn 1, mega Turn 1, 
then mega Turn 2 and the lap 
time just kept coming. I came 
across the line and looked at 
the screen and saw we came P1 
and it was an incredible feel-
ing.” Asked whether Mercedes 
were back, he said: “We need 
to look into it and understand 
where that came from today. 
We are going to be absolutely 
going for it but either way that 
was a special day no doubt.” 
Eight-time reigning construc-
tors’ world champions Mer-
cedes had long struggled but 
made the podium in recent 

races with Lewis Hamilton 
a season-best second for the 
team last Sunday in France. 
But he was not amused about 
coming seventh Saturday after 
a DRS malfunction.

Nevertheless, the team 
were buzzing about Russell’s 
exploits. “It shows that we have 
understood the car a little bit 
better. But this is a surprise also 
for us,” Mercedes motor sport 

chief Toto Wolff told Sky TV.
“I don’t want to dream. If he 

has the pace he could win it.” 
Verstappen won in France 

after Leclerc crashed out while 
leading and with it increased 
his championship lead to 63 
points over the Monegasque.

Now the roles could be 
reversed on the Hungaroring 
where overtaking is extremely 
difficult and Verstappen faces 

a big uphill battle to make sig-
nificant gains.

Leclerc said “today has not 
been a great day” because he 
had problems getting the tyres 
to the right temperature but 
hopes that things will be better 
in the race.

“Hopefully we will have a 
better Sunday,” he said. “The 
pace is there so we just need 
to understand what went on 

with the tyres today and I am 
pretty sure we can come back 
tomorrow.” 

Qualifying took place in 
dry conditions after earlier 
rain had hampered final prac-
tice, which also saw a surprise 
top finisher in the form of 
Nicholas Latifi from Williams.

But he was then 20th and 
last in qualifying and retire-
ment-bound Sebastian Vettel 

only 18th in his Aston Martin, 
which the mechanics managed 
to repair in two hours after he 
shunted rear-first into the bar-
riers in practice.

The other top 10 finish-
ers Saturday were Alpine duo 
Esteban Ocon and Fernando 
Alonso in fifth and sixth, Valt-
teri Bottas of Alfa Romeo in 
eighth and McLaren’s Daniel 
Ricciardo in ninth.

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell stops in the pits during the qualifying session ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogyorod near Buda-
pest, Hungary, on Saturday. (AFP)

First placed Mercedes’ British 
driver George Russell smiles af-
ter winning the pole position dur-
ing the qualifying session ahead 
of the Formula One Hungarian 
Grand Prix at the Hungaroring 
in Mogyorod near Budapest, 
Hungary, on Saturday. (AFP)

Grid for the Hungarian Grand Prix after qualifying at the Hungaroring in  
Hungary on Saturday:
Front row: George Russell (GBR/Mercedes), Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
2nd row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)
3rd row: Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault), Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault)

4th row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes), Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
5th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes), Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
6th row: Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
7th row: Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari), Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-
Mercedes)

8th row: Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari), Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
9th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes), Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston 
Martin-Mercedes)
10th row: Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-
Mercedes)

Staring Grid

Aston Martin 
to consider 

Vettel’s  
successor 

soon
DPA

BUDAPEST 

ASTON Martin will start look-
ing for a successor for their 
retirement-bound driver Se-
bastian Vettel after Sunday’s 
Hungarian Formula One 
Grand Prix.

Team principal Mike 
Krack said on Saturday at the 
Hungaroring that “we should 
have Sebastian in our focus on 
the weekend and not speculate 
or bring other names to the 
forefront.” 

He said they will start 
dealing with a successor “from 
Monday onwards” and that 
“we will make an announce-
ment once we have someone.” 

Four-time world cham-
pion Vettel said on Thursday 
he would not renew his ex-
piring two-year contract after 
the season and retire from the 
sport. The team had hoped he 
would stay on.

Fellow German Mick 
Schumacher has been named 
as a possible new driver for As-
ton Martin. Schumacher, who 
has a contract until the end of 
the season at Haas, said talks 
with his current team would 
be a priority, but wouldn’t rule 
out anything.

F1 starts 
‘Drive It Out’ 
campaign 

against abuse
DPA

BUDAPEST 

Formula One has launched 
a “Drive It Out” campaign 
against any kind of abuse 
abuse at races and online in 
the wake of alleged multiple 
incidents at the recent Aus-
trian Grand Prix.

Mainly female fans had re-
ported sexual harassment as 
well as homophobic and rac-
ist abuse at the Spielberg track 
earlier in the month.

F1 had named the inci-
dents “unacceptable” and 
drivers and team officials had 
also hit out at the offenders.

The new initiative was 
launched in a video Saturday 
which featured F1 head Stefa-
no Domenicali, president Mo-
hammed Ben Sulayem from 
the ruling motorsport body 
FIA and all 20 drivers.

“Formula 1 is all about 
competition and rivalry, but 
also respect.

Respect as competitors, 
respect for our fans, respect 
for the whole F1 family. Abuse 
of any kind is unacceptable. If 
you cannot be respectful then 
don’t be part of our sport,” 
they said.

“We cannot let those who 
think they can abuse others get 
away with it. We have a duty to 
call this out and say ‘no more’. 
We are acting as a commu-
nity to block those who abuse 
others online. We won’t allow 
abuse at our races. But we also 
need social media platforms to 
tackle abuse online head-on.

“Those who hide behind 
social media with abusive and 
disrespectful views are not our 
fans. We are united and ask 
you to join us in driving this 
out of all sport and society. 
Drive it out together.”

Aston Martin’s German driver 
Sebastian Vettel monitors me-
chanics repairing his car after he 
slided from the track during the 
third practice session prior the 
qualification of the F1 Hungarian 
Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in 
Budapest on Saturday. (AFP)

Unwin receives apology but will 
still not be given a bronze medal

PA MEDIA/DPA
BIRMINGHAM 

ENGLAND para-cyclist So-
phie Unwin has received an 
apology from the Common-
wealth Games but will still 
not receive a bronze medal 
for finishing third in Friday’s 
women’s tandem B sprint.

Unwin was left in tears af-
ter she and pilot Georgia Holt 
beat Scotland’s former Para-
lympic runner Libby Clegg, 
piloted by Jenny Holl, only to 
learn they would not receive 
a medal under competition 
rules because only four teams 
had taken part.

The race had been billed as 
a bronze medal race, and Un-
win initially appeared on offi-
cial results as a medal winner.

The pair tried to stand be-
hind the podium ceremony 
with an England flag before 
being moved by a member of 
security staff.

Later, they borrowed 
bronze medals from the 
women’s team pursuit squad 
to have their own unofficial 
podium photo shoot - ac-
tions which earned them and 
England team manager Keith 
Reynolds fines of 200 Swiss 
francs ($210) from cycling’s 
governing body the UCI.

Team England made rep-
resentations to the Common-
wealth Games Federation on 
the matter, which was dis-
cussed at a meeting on Satur-
day morning, but there will be 
no change to the decision.

A CGF spokesperson said: 
“In the small number of cases 

where there are fewer than five 
entries in a Commonwealth 
Games event, the CGF applies a 
medal allocation policy to main-
tain the integrity of competition.

“The policy - which was 
published in January this year 
- states that only gold and sil-
ver medals are awarded where 
there are only four contest-
ants; and only gold medals 
where there are only three or 
two contestants.

“Unfortunately, while the 
athletes in the women’s tan-
dem B sprint event were in-
formed of this before the race, 
the scoreboard and results 
sheet incorrectly indicated that 

it was a bronze medal race.
We apologise to the athletes 

involved for the inadvertent 
distress this has caused.” Five 
teams had originally entered 
the event but only four took to 
the start, bringing the rule into 
force. However, it appears this 
was poorly communicated.

Unwin and Holt – who won 
Paralympic road race silver 
and individual pursuit bronze 
in Tokyo and also have a world 
title – were told to cut short 
their post-race interviews in 
order to go to the podium, but 
then emerged in tears after 
finding out they were not eligi-
ble to receive a medal.

Third placed England’s Sophie Unwin and pilot Georgia Holt react as 
they pose with two bronze medals lent by other athletes as they  
could not receive their own trophies during the medals presenta-
tion ceremony for the women’s para-sport sprint B tandem race on 
day one of the Commonwealth Games, at the Lee Valley VeloPark in 
London, on Saturday. (AFP)

ALVIN BING WINS OPEN BLITZ CHESS 

Qatar-resident Alvin Bing of The Philippines won the third edition of the Open Blitz Chess Championship, 
organized by the Qatar Chess Training Center under the supervision of Qatar Chess Association, with the 
participation of 63 players. Bing scored a total of 5 1/2 points to finish ahead of second-placed compatri-
ots Ryan Mendoza, and third-placed Lopesan de Goya. The fourth place was achieved by Indian Elaine Tom 
while the fifth place went to Ali Muhammad. Egyptian Asaad Abu Al Atta succeeded in obtaining the sixth 
place. Khaled Al Khulaifi emerged as the best Qatari player in the tournament finishing overall seventh. 
Indian Amulya Guruprasad was the best player in under-16 category. After the end of the competitions, the 
winners were given trophies. Yousef Muhammad Al Mutawa, Secretary-General of Qatar Chess Association, 
said that the tournament was on time and witnessed great excitement among the participants, pointing 
out that the tournament received a response and interest from all participants. (TNN)

India’s Saikhom Mirabai Chanu won the weighlifting 
gold with a combined lift of 201kg in the women’s 
49kg final at the ongoing Commonwealth Games 
2022 in Birmingham on Saturday. The Tokyo Olympic 
silver medallist Chanu added one more gem to her 
crown and took home the gold as she added another 
medal to India’s tally on Day 2 of the CWG with a total 
of 201kg. In her first attempt at the snatch category, 
Chanu made a great start successfully lifting 84kgs. 
She then lifted the required 88kgs in her second 
attempt creating a new CWG record. In the final at-
tempt, she, however, failed to lift 90kgs. (ANI)
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Australia’s Stenson wins women’s marathon at CWG 2022
AGENCIES

BIRMINGHAM (UK)

AT the third time of asking, 
Australia’s Jess Stenson has 
won the women’s marathon 
at the Commonwealth Games  
(CWG 2022) following a bril-
liant run in Birmingham on 
Saturday.

The victory capped off 
a remarkable return for the 
34-year-old, who had a child 
in 2019 and then missed out 
on the Tokyo Olympics due to 
a bone stress injury.

Stenson was in a lead 
group of three and then broke 
clear inside the final 10 kilo-
metres, going on to claim her 
maiden gold in the event with 
a time of 2:27.31.

Stenson was one of three 
Australians in the race along 
with Eloise Wellings and Sine-
ad Diver.

At the 30 kilometre mark, 
Wellings and Diver — along 
with most of the field — 
dropped off the pace, but Sten-
son remained strong with the 
frontrunners Helalia Johannes 
from Namibia and Kenyan 
Margaret Wangari Muriuki.

Heading into the final 20 
minutes of the run, Stenson 
kicked and dropped Johannes, 
and then Muriuki, to go clear 
on her own at the front.

And she held on to cross 

the line amid emotional 
scenes, finishing 29 seconds 
ahead of Muriuki and 1min 
8secs ahead of Johannes.

As Wellings and Diver 
arrived at the line, the trio 
of Australians embraced as 
tears flowed.

Channel 7 commentator 
Bruce McAvaney described 
Stenson’s celebrations with 
her teammates as “iconic 

scenes”.
Stenson won bronze in the 

marathon at Glasgow 2014 
and at Gold Coast 2018 before 

becoming a mother for the 
first time in 2019.

She then returned to the 
sport in 2020 and attempted 
to qualify for the Tokyo Games 
at the last minute, but was cru-
elled by a bone stress injury.

Even Stenson’s Common-
wealth Games preparation 
was hampered by contracting 
Covid-19 just weeks out from 
the event.

Former Olympian and 
commentator Dave Culbert 
said on Channel 7 as Stenson 
neared the finish line: “This 
will be one of the great sites in 
Australian athletics.”

Speaking after the race, 
Stenson said: “When we got 

Covid, our medical crew just 
got on to me straight away 
and said, “be calm, people get 
through this. Be conservative, 
take a few days of rest’, said this 
isn’t going to affect you at all.

“That made a huge dif-
ference. My coach Adam was 
really calm throughout it all. 
I think his composure in this 
prep was really important and 
I have to give a big shout out to 
my family.”

She added: “To all of the 
mums out there, just dream 
big and thanks for all your 
support and thanks to the 
mums before me who have 
shown this is possible.”  
 (Courtesy: Fox Sports)

Gold medallist Australia’s Jessica Stenson celebrates winning and taking the gold medal in the women’s marathon final on day two of the Com-
monwealth Games at Smithfield in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medallist Australia’s Jessica Stenson ctakes a slefie with spec-
tators after winning the women’s marathon at the Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

‘Man of the Match’ Dinesh Karthik of India in action during his knock 
of 41 runs in the 1st T20I against West Indies at the Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy in Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, on Friday. (AFP)

WI looking to bounce 
back: Skipper Pooran

ANI
PORT OF SPAIN (TRINIDAD)

FOLLOWING his side’s 68-
run loss to India in the first 
T20I, West Indies captain 
Nicholas Pooran said that the 
team is looking to bounce back 
from the loss.

Tight bowling by India, led 
by Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravi Bishnoi’s two-wicket haul 
respectively helped the Men in 
Blue to defeat West Indies by 
68 runs in the first T20I of the 
five-match series against West 
Indies, here at Brian Lara Sta-
dium on Friday. 

“Disappointed. The play-
ers are feeling hurt, it is the 
first game of the series and we 
are looking to bounce back. 18 
overs it was 150 I guess and 
then they took the momentum 
away from us, we just have to 
work on our discipline. The 
spinners did well and we have 
to look at some of the combina-
tions going ahead,” said Pooran 
in a post-match presentation.

Meanwhile, India captain 
Rohit Sharma praised his 
team’s good show. “We want 
to do certain things when 
things, and I think we are able 
to achieve certain things. All 
in all, it was a great effort. We 
want to continue doing that. 
But again we need to under-
stand what sort of pitch we 
play on,” he said.

“Certain pitches will not 
allow you to do that. So. you 
will have to take a backward 
step and see how you can play 
in those over. The guys have a 

lot of skill, they have played on 
all sorts of pitches back home. 
They just need to back those 
skill sets. The Indian team has 
received very good support 
here in West Indies and we 
want to provide them with en-
tertaining cricket,” he added.

Talking about the crowd 
and the support team receives 
in West Indies, the India cap-
tain said, “I love playing here in 
West Indies. The Indian team 
always receives great support 
from the Indian crowd coming 
in from the USA and also the 
local crowd here, quite superb 
to get such support.”

A brilliant half-century 
by Rohit Sharma and a blis-
tering cameo of 41 runs by 
Dinesh Karthik guided India 
to post 190/6 in the first in-
nings where Rohit smashed 64 
runs off 44 balls while Karthik 
scored 41* runs in 19 balls in 
the death overs.

For West Indies, Alzarri Jo-
seph (2/46) scalped two wickets 
while Obed McCoy and Akeal 
Hosein took one wicket each.

Chasing 191, West Indies 
lost wickets regularly and had 
lost seven wickets at the score 
of 86. Shamarh Brooks (20) was 
the only one who touched the 
20-run mark for the hosts. Ash-
win (2/22), Bishnoi (2/26) and 
Arshdeep Singh (2/24) excdlled 
with the ball.

Dinesh Karthik was named 
‘Man of the Match’ for his 41* 
off 19 consisting of 3 fours and 
2 sixes.

The second T20I will take 
place on August 1.

India’s Sargar rues missing out on gold

ANI
BIRMINGHAM (UK)

AFTER opening his coun-
try’s medal tally with a silver 
in weightlifting 55 kg men’s 
category, Sanket Saragar said 
that he feels sad at the fact that 
he fell short of securing a gold 
medal for his country.

Sargar has opened India’s 
account by winning a Silver 
medal with a combined lift of 
248 kg in the Men’s 55 kg final 
at the ongoing Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in Birmingham. 

“I am happy but also sad as 
I could not win the gold medal. 
For the last 4 years, I prepared 
for the gold medal but could 
not win it due to an elbow in-
jury,” said Sargar.

Sargar said that while he 

was lifting 139 kg in his second 
attempt, his elbow faced a heavy 
load and he faced an injury con-
sequently. “I am going to the 
doctor for an update,” he added.

The weightlifter said that 
it was nice to stand on the po-
dium.

Sargar finished as the lead-
er in the Snatch category with 
113 kg and slipped to second 
in the Clean and Jerk category 
with 135 kg due to an injury 
in his second attempt. Aniq 
Kasdan of Malaysia won the 
gold medal and challenged the 
Indian throughout the event, 
ending with a combined lift 
of 249 kg, consisting of 107 kg 
in Snatch and 142 kg in Clean 
and Jerk.

Sri Lanka’s Dilanka Isuru 
Kumara won the bronze with 

a combined lift of 225 kg. He 
lifted a best of 105 kg in the 
Snatch category and 120 in 
Clean and Jerk.

In the snatch category, 
Sargar made a great start and 
lifted 107 kg in his first at-
tempt. But Aniq Kasdan of 
Malaysia matched him and 
lifted 107 kg himself.

Sargar successfully lifted 
the required 111 kg in his sec-
ond attempt. Kasdan failed in 
his second attempt to lift the 
same amount and gave the 
lead to Sargar.

Sri Lanka’s Dilanka Isuru 

Kumara upped the required 
standard for Sargar and lifted 
112 kg. Sargar responded by 
successfully lifting an incred-
ible 113 in his final attempt. 
With Dilanka’s lift being de-
clared as ‘no lift’ later, Sargar 
finished the Snatch leader-
board at the top position.

With Sargar at the top in 
Snatch, the competitors head-
ed to the Clean and Jerk lift 
category.

The 22-year-old made an 
immediate impact in his first 
Clean and Jerk attempt as he 
lifted the required 135 kg to 

go to the very top of the lead-
erboard. Kasdan continued 
challenging his Indian oppo-
nent and lifted 138 in his first 
attempt. He was just 3 kgs 
behind the Indian with a com-
bined lift of 245 kg.

Sargar failed to lift 139 kg in 
his second attempt and seem-
ingly injured his elbow. He 
tried to go for his third attempt 
but failed again and ended with 
a combined lift of 248 kg. 

Kasdan successfully lifted 
142 kg in his final attempt and 
upped his combined lift to 249 
kg, just one ahead of Sargar.

India’s Sargar Sanket Mahadev reacts to an injury as he competes in the men’s 55kg weightlifting event 
on day two of the Commonwealth Games at the NEC Arena in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medalist Malaysia’s Mohamad Aniq Bin Kasdan (C), Silver medal-
list Sargar Sanket Mahadev (L), and bronze medallist Dilanka Isuru 
Kumara Yodage during the medal presentation for the mens 55kg 
weightlifting event on day two of the Commonwealth Games at the 
NEC Arena in Birmingham, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Raza, Madhevere star as Zimbabwe beat Bangladesh
ICC

HARARE

A brilliant fourth-wicket stand 
between Wesley Madhevere 
(67*) and Sikandar Raza (65*) 
complemented a solid bowl-
ing performance as Zimbabwe 
secured a 1-0 lead in three-
match T20I series against 
Bangladesh on Saturday.

Chasing 206 at the Harare 
Sports Club, Bangladesh fell 
short by 17 runs.

The first over of the match 
was a nine-ball affair as Taskin 
Ahmed struggled to find this 
rhythm early on, bowling 
three wides. Regis Chakabva 
smashed a four off the fourth 
official ball of the innings to 
get Zimbabwe going. He was 
dismissed by Mustafizur Rah-
man soon after. 

Craig Ervine persisted to 
take the hosts to the Power-
play at 43/1 but succumbed to 
Mosaddek Hossain on the first 
ball of the seventh over for 21 
(18). Both openers were back 
in the hut but had ensured a 

steady start to the innings.
The arrival of Sikandar 

Raza in the 13th over was just 
the boost Zimbabwe needed. 
Madhevere and Raza took the 
Bangladesh bowlers to the 
cleaners.

Madhevere got to his sev-
enth T20I fifty in 37 balls, while 

Raza attacked and got to the 
milestone in just 23 deliveries. 
As many as 19 runs came off 
in the final over as Zimbabwe 
posted a mammoth 205/3.

Bangladesh may have 
wobbled early with the wicket 
of Munim Shahriar in the sec-
ond over but Liton Das and 

Anamul Haque ok the visitors 
to 60/1, at the end of the Pow-
erplay. But they suffered a big 
setback, when Liton was slow 
to react and was stranded in 
the middle of crease, getting 
run out for a 19-ball 32. An-
other 22 runs were added be-
fore Anamul was sent back by 

Raza for 32. 
On 86/3 after 10 overs, 

Bangladesh needed a little over 
10 runs an over to get across 
the line. Afif Hossain’s stay at 
the crease was brief with Luke 
Jongwe dismissing him for 8. 
And even the established Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto perished 
after a solid 25-ball 37.

Bangladesh captain Nurul 
Hasan slammed two sixes off 
Wellington Masakadza in the 
15th over, looking to up the 
ante. Hasan persisted with 
the occasional brilliant shot 
but the asking rate continued 
to climb. Zimbabwe bowlers 
began applying the pressure, 
choking off the singles and 
doubles. In the end, despite 
Nurul’s fighting 26-ball 42, 
Bangladesh fell 17 runs short, 
allowing Zimbabwe to take a 
1-0 lead in the series.
Scores: Zimbabwe 205 for 
3 (Madhevere 67, Raza 65*, 
Mustafizur 2-50) beat Bang-
ladesh 188 for 6 (Nurul 42*, 
Shanto 37, Jongwe 2-34) by  
17 runs.

Zimbabwe batsman Sikandar Raza plays a shot during the first T20I against Bangladesh at the Harare 
Sports Club on Saturday. (AFP)
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DFC launches exclusive back to school celebrations
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

Doha

Doha Festival City has 
launched its latest Back to 
School campaign, themed 
‘Festival academy’, providing 
children and adults the feel of 
the actual classroom setup.

The campaign, which start-
ed on July 24, will continue un-
til august 20. It makes availa-
ble to Mall visitors two stations 
-- the ‘Festival academy’ lo-
cated at Centre Court features 
a wide range of edutainment 
options for adults and children 
alike. The ‘Customisation Sta-
tion’ located at the Entertain-
ment Node, allows children 
to customise their school sup-
plies to their taste.

The ‘Festival academy’ 
gives children and parents a 
glimpse of the new school year 
with its school yard and class-
room designs, where children 
can enjoy a variety of edutain-
ment activities, and partici-
pate in arts and crafts work-
shops. It is open from 2–10pm 
Sundays through to Wednes-
days in the classroom which 
can accommodate 32 children 
at a time.

on Thursday, the chil-
dren were thrilled during the 
‘Macky and Friends’ show 
where a puppet was used fea-
turing a six-year-old character 
named Cyrus. In an interactive 
entertainment and education 

session, the children learnt 
about numbers, spellings and 
‘virtues’ they should apply in 
their daily lives such as saying, 
‘I’m sorry’ and many others.

The academy will also fea-
ture a range of edutainment 
options from 4 – 10 pm Thurs-
days through Saturdays, in-

cluding daily balloon twisting 
shows, face painting stations, 
ventriloquist performances, 
and spelling bees competi-
tion in English and arabic 
languages where winners will 
receive celebratory plaques 
and trophies as a reward to 
take home. The shows will also 

feature daily visits by various 
multi-lingual guest speakers 
who will give 30-minute cul-
tural lessons to children on 
other cultures, and topics re-
lating to languages, important 
landmarks, and culinary pref-
erences with a special focus 
on the upcoming anticipated 

sporting event and the 32 par-
ticipating nations.

The eye-catching ‘Cus-
tomisation Station’, which fea-
tures a giant brush will oper-
ate from 2 – 10 pm daily with 
a 24-child capacity, and will be 
the perfect platform that al-
lows children over 4 years old 

to unleash their creativity and 
use the art supplies placed at 
the desks to customise their 
school supplies.

a number retailers are 
also participating in the Back 
to School festivities including 
Skechers, Marks & Spencer, 
Kipling, Next, Borders and 

Daiso where they are show-
casing the latest collections 
and trends of their signature 
school supplies and essentials.

Doha Festival City’s Gen-
eral Manager Robert hall said, 
“With the school season ap-
proaching, Doha festival City 
is inviting families in Doha to 
share the joy of going Back to 
School with an exciting line-up 
of activities designed to edu-
cate and entertain members of 
the community from all ages. 
our exclusive collections of the 
latest and trendiest products 
designed for the season will 
also make children’s return to 
school more exciting and fun.”

In line with the preventa-
tive measures set out by the 
State of Qatar to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus 
(CoVID-19), and to ensure a 
safe shopping environment 
for all, Doha Festival City 
commits itself to continuous 
health and safety measures 
throughout the mall. This in-
cludes a thorough mall disin-
fection treatment on a weekly 
basis, robust cleaning, and 
sanitization operations during 
mall trading hours, 127 hand 
sanitizing stations installed in 
the areas that have commonly 
touched surfaces. 

For more information on 
the mall’s operating hours, 
call on 4035 4444 or check 
https://www.dohafestivalcity.
com/home/

QF’s Tamuq welcomes 
new students at 3-day
orientation programme

TImEs NEWs sERvICE
Doha

TExaS a&M University at Qa-
tar (Tamuq), a Qatar Founda-
tion (QF) partner university, 
welcomed its incoming fresh-
man students during aggie Life 
101, a three-day orientation 
programme. aggie Life 101 is a 
series of seminars, workshops 
and activities designed to teach 
students about Texas a&M and 
its unique traditions, as well 
as what it takes to succeed at a 
world-renowned engineering 
institution.

Students and graduates 
of Texas a&M University are 
called “aggies” and that tradi-
tion continues at Texas a&M’s 
branch campus in Doha. The 
orientation showcased the op-
portunities Texas a&M at Qatar 
offers to students to help them 
become engineering leaders — 
from social clubs and activities 
to transformative educational 
experiences, such as interna-
tional service-learning trips, 
study abroad and undergradu-
ate research. 

Dr. Ryan McLawhon, execu-
tive director of student affairs 
and academic services at Texas 
a&M at Qatar, welcomed the 
Class of 2026 to campus. he also 
introduced the aggie Core Val-
ues and the aggie Code of hon-
our, two driving principles that 
set apart an aggie education.

“Texas a&M is commit-
ted to developing engineering 

leaders in the State of Qatar,” 
McLawhon said, “not only 
through the formal engineering 
education, but also through our 
comprehensive core curriculum 
and student life programmes. 
The curriculum at Texas a&M 
University at Qatar, both inside 
and outside of the classroom, is 
strategically designed with Tex-
as a&M’s core values of respect, 
excellence, leadership, loyalty, 
integrity, and selfless service in 
mind. We are extremely excited 
to welcome these new aggies to 
Texas a&M at Qatar and to help 
prepare them to solve society’s 
future challenges.”

addressing the students, 
Student Government asso-
ciation president afnan ahmed 
said, “The community at Texas 
a&M at Qatar is like none oth-
er. For me it is truly a second 
home and I’m sure it will be for 
you too very soon. as a fellow 
aggie myself, my one piece of 

advice to you is to be open and 
to fully embrace any and all op-
portunities that come your way, 
whether that may be academic, 
extracurricular, exchange trips, 
and most importantly develop-
ing the best relationships with 
the people around you.” 

The current students who 
acted as ambassadors of the uni-
versity participated in various 
training sessions earlier in the 
year. orientation leaders man-
aged the various sessions and 
also conducted tours of the Tex-
as a&M Engineering Building. 
This year, several students from 
the main campus at College Sta-
tion, Texas, also participated in 
the aggie Life 101 sessions at 
Texas a&M University at Qatar. 

ahmad afzal, one of the ori-
entation leaders, said that the key 
skills he learned during the train-
ing sessions was communication 
and problem solving. “It is a lot of 
work, but I am having fun. aggie 

Life 101 helps new students settle 
into university life. I have been a 
nervous freshman myself, and I 
know how stressful that can be, 
and I am glad to have the op-
portunity to help make it a little 
easier for them.”

Maryam abdul Ghani, an 
Electrical Engineering freshman 
said that it was exciting to meet 
new classmates and upperclass-
men during the orientation. 

“I am very happy to be here, 
and to meet other students,” she 
said. “The orientation sessions 
have been very informative and 
the orientation leaders have 
been very helpful. The cam-
pus tour was quite interesting: 
When you look at it from out-
side, you can’t fully understand 
how big and amazing it is once 
you enter. From classrooms, to 
state-of-the-art labs, to student 
and community areas, there is 
a lot. I am looking forward to 
starting my journey here.”

Carnegie Mellon University
in Qatar officially welcomes 
students of its Class of 2026
TRIBUNE NEWs NETWORK

Doha

CaRNEGIE Mellon University 
in Qatar (CMU-Q), a Qatar 
Foundation partner univer-
sity, held a formal convocation 
ceremony to officially wel-
come more than 120 first-year 
students of the Class of 2026. 
The ceremony, which was also 
live-streamed, was attended 
by members of the CMU-Q 
senior administration, faculty, 
staff, students and alumni.

Michael Trick, dean of 
CMU-Q, told the new stu-
dents, “a CMU-Q education is 
about more than just classes; 
we are a learning community 
that encourages and supports 
students during their educa-
tional journey. This commu-
nity will be a valuable resource 
for you as you learn and grow 
over the next four years.”

 The convocation cer-
emony concludes a week of 
orientation activities for new 
students, which included 
meetings with faculty mem-
bers, introductions to academ-
ic resources at CMU-Q, and 
introductions to their fellow 
first-year students.

Undergraduate degree 
programmes are available at 
CMU-Q in biological sciences, 
business administration, com-
puter science, and information 
systems. on September 1, ap-
plications for the fall 2023 se-
mester will be available.

The mall’s ‘Festival Academy’ will feature a wide selection of educational and entertainment activities designed for the entire family


