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Nashwa gallops to Qatar Nassau 
Stakes win at Glorious Goodwood

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
GOODWOOD (UK) 

IN the presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the third day of 
the QREC-sponsored Qatar 
Goodwood Festival unfolded 
on Thursday at the Goodwood 
Racecourse.

The five-day Festival will 
continue up to Saturday.

HE Sheikh Joaan crowned 
the winners of the day’s fea-
ture, the Gr1 Qatar Nassau 
Stakes.

Present at the events of the 
day were HE Fahad bin Mo-
hammed Al Attiyah, Ambas-
sador of the State of Qatar to 
the United Kingdom, HE Issa 
bin Mohammed Al Mohanna-
di, Chairman of Qatar Racing 
& Equestrian Club (QREC), 
Hamad bin Abdulrahman 
Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of 
QREC and Chairman of the 
Asian Racing Federation, 
Khalifa bin Mohammed Al 
Attiyah, QREC Board Mem-
ber and Al Shaqab Executive 
Director, Ahmad bin Moham-
med Alabdulmalik, QREC 
Board Member, Abdulla 
Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Rac-
ing Manager, and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali Director of 
QREC Chairman Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department.

The echoes of the events 
of the first two days of the 
five-day Festival, have been 
very high hailed given their 
outstanding success in terms 
of both organisation and top-
quality racing as well as the 
large-scale participation of 
many stars, especially with 

the increasing attendance of  
racegoer.

The Qatari success on the 
second day has added to re-
sounding success with Khalifa 
bin Sheail Al Kuwari’s Lady 
Princess landing the Gr1 PA 
Qatar International Stakes for 
the second year in a row. The 
small-sized but mighty six-
year-old mare kept the covet-
ed title for Qatar for the fourth 
straight year, cementing Qa-

tar’s standing as the world’s 
leader in Arabian racing.

Nashwa and Doyle  
prove irresistible in Qatar 
Nassau Stakes 
Nashwa (Frankel – Princess 
Loulou) confirmed herself 
as one of the best fillies of 
her generation by running 
away with the G1 Qatar Nas-
sau Stakes for her owner-
breeder Imad Al Saga, under 

Hollie Doyle, the first female 
jockey to win the 10-furlong  
showpiece.

Having raced in last early 
on, Nashwa made ground 
smoothly to challenge on 
the outside of runners in the 
straight before stretching 
away in the final furlong for 
an authoritative length-and- 
three-quarter success. Aristia 
(Starspangledbanner) posted 
a career-best in second, with 

Lilac Road (Mastercraftsman) 
third after meeting trouble in 
running.

Nashwa, who carried 
Doyle into the history books 
when winning the Prix de Di-
ane last month, is a fifth win in 
the race for trainer John Gos-
den and his first in partner-
ship with son Thady.

“We were drawn nine and 
we didn’t want to get caught 
on the outside with daylight”, 

said John Gosden after the 
race. “We have relaxed in last 
and what they’ve done is sud-
denly pull the pace up … Com-
ing from last made it tough 
on her as they are quickening 
down the hill, but Nashwa has 
got the class and, when the 
ground levelled off, she was 
happier. 

“She is versatile to do that 
from off the pace. I think next 
time we might have to put a 
pacemaker in. I think we will 
stay in against the fillies in 
something like the Prix de 
l’Opera. I don’t want to rush 
taking on colts this year, may-

be next year.” 
Hollie Doyle, said: “It is 

pretty awesome. She gave me 
some feel. A change of tactics 
today from France, but it paid 
off. Nashwa is A1, you can’t 
fault her … She now knows 
what she is doing.” 

Winning owner Imad 
Al Sagar, said: “Nashwa is a 
homebred and I must admit 
that I am very emotional when 
it comes to her … Our target 
will be the Prix de l’Opera on 
Arc day and then the Breeders’ 
Cup for the Filly & Mare Turf. 
She has had a busy season and 
we don’t want to overdo it.”

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, crowned the winners of Qatar Nassau Stakes on Day 2 of the five-
day long Qatar Goodwood Festival at the Goodwood Racecourse on Thursday.

Hollie Doyle, the first female jockey to win the 10-furlong showpiece, guid-
ing Nashwa to Qatar Nassau Stakes victory at Goodwood on Thursday.

Pogba set for specialist visit as 
World Cup hopes hinge on surgery

STATS PERFORM/DPA
ROME 

PAUL Pogba hoped his move to 
Juventus would be a fresh start, 
but already the France mid-
fielder is facing the possibility 
he could miss the World Cup.

Leaving Manchester United 
and returning to Turin looked 
set to be a switch that would al-
low Pogba to set aside a difficult 
time in England, where he was 
plagued by injuries.

However, a knee prob-
lem has hit Pogba in the early 
weeks of his second spell with 
Juventus, and reports on 
Thursday in Italy pointed to 
possible bleak news ahead for 
the player, who was a key fig-
ure as Les Bleus won the World 
Cup four years ago in Russia.

Pogba complained of his 
injury while with Juventus in 
the United States, and initial 
checks led Juventus to an-
nounce he had suffered a le-
sion of the lateral meniscus.

The injury to his right knee 
means Pogba is sure to face a 
spell on the sidelines, and now 
it remains to be seen how long 
that lasts.

It depends on what course 
of action is taken, and Corri-
ere dello Sport reported that 
Pogba would see a specialist 
on Thursday.

The newspaper said there 
were two options that would 
be considered, with the first 
involving the removal of the 
damaged part of the meniscus 
and the second focusing on 
fully repairing the knee. Those 
are the standard options for 
repairing a torn meniscus.

The initial path could see 
Pogba sidelined for around six 
weeks, reports said, but the 
secondary option could see 
him ruled out of action for the 
rest of the calendar year.

Juventus have yet to give 

any indication of how long 
they expect to be without Pog-
ba.

Pogba, 29, spent four years 
at Juventus between 2012 and 
2016, winning four Serie A ti-
tles in that period before mov-
ing to United for a then world 
record fee of $105 million.

The World Cup begins on 
November 21 in Qatar, and 
France boss Didier Deschamps 
would want 91-cap Pogba to 
have proven his fitness well 
in advance of the tournament 
getting under way.

Juventus’ midfielder Paul Pogba runs with the ball against Chivas de 
Guadalajara in Las Vegas, Nevada on July 22 for their Soccer Champi-
ons Tour match at Allegiant Stadium. (AFP)

The initial path could see 
Pogba sidelined for 
around six weeks, reports 
said, but the secondary 
option could see him ruled 
out of action for the rest 
of the calendar year.

EURO 2022

Germany coach giddy over ‘festival’ final
DPA 

MILTON KEYNES (ENGLAND) 

GERMANY coach Martina 
Voss-Tecklenburg cannot 
contain her excitement ahead 
of Sunday’s Euro 2022 final 
against hosts England.

Record eight-times win-
ners Germany, who were not 
among the favourites coming 
into the tournament, sealed 
the Wembley date with a hard-
fought 2-1 win over France on 
Wednesday.

Striker and captain Alex-
andra Popp netted two thump-
ing goals in Milton Keynes to 
secure victory, with midfielder 
Lena Oberdorf also shining.

“It was mega exhausting, 
very, very exciting and a de-
served victory for us,” Voss-
Tecklenburg told reporters as 
her thoughts quickly switched 
to the final.

“It’s going to be a great 
football festival, it’s a classic.” 
She hopes winger Klara Bühl, 
who missed the France semi-
final due to coronavirus, will 
be fit to return.

“We have to wait and see if 
she can come back. She has no 
symptoms. When she is nega-
tive, then we can talk about it. 
We will go day by day,” she said.

There will be another new 
face among the 90,000 at 
Wembley on Sunday with Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
deciding to jet in.

“That was a great perfor-
mance,” he wrote on Twitter. 
“I’m looking forward to going 
to London and supporting the 
German team in the dream 
final against the hosts from 
England at Wembley Stadi-
um.” 

Germany’s striker Alexandra Popp celebrates with teammates scoring her team’s second goal as fans  
rejoice during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 semi-final against France at the Stadium MK, in Milton 
Keynes, England, on Wednesday. Germany won 2-1. (AFP)

More than twice as many fans have attended this year’s record-breaking Women’s European Cham-
pionship than the previous tournament in 2017. Following Wednesday’s second semi-final between 
Germany and France in Milton Keynes, a total of 487,683 people have attended matches at Euro 
2022, up from the previous record of 240,055 during Euro 2017 in the Netherlands.
Stadiums in England have been bustling with fans eager to watch the stars of the women’s game on 
the big stage and several attendance records have been smashed.  
Sunday’s final between hosts England and Germany is anticipated see another record broken for a 
match at a men’s or women’s Euros, with Wembley’s capacity for the showpiece at over 87,000. The 
current highest attendance of 79,115 was for the men’s final in 1964 between hosts Spain and the 
Soviet Union at the Santiago Bernabeu.
This year’s tournament has already seen a record set for the highest attendance for a Women’s 
Euros match, with 68,871 watching England beat Austria 1-0 in the group stage at Old Trafford.
UEFA stated on Thursday: “Nearly 100,000 children have been part of that record-breaking attend-
ance, while 47 per cent of all fans in the stadiums have been female, with a similar fan demograph-
ic anticipated for the final.
“The tournament has been marked by crowds enjoying this family-friendly atmosphere, and the 
same buzz and excitement can be expected for the final between England and Germany on Sunday, 
which is set to establish another major benchmark.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

UEFA expecting final attendance to cap record-breaking tournament
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 Quick read

MERCEDES managed their first double podium of the Formula One 
season at last weekend’s French Grand Prix but head into Sunday’s 
race in Hungary having no real clue how they will perform. Yet Mer-
cedes team boss Toto Wolff now goes to Budapest in hope rather 
than expectation. “It was encouraging to score such a big haul of 
points in France and maximize the situation on Sunday but we know 
there is much work still to do,” he said in a team statement. “The gap 
to the leaders on a single lap persists and we struggle more at the 
start of stints. We need to keep unlocking more performance, and by 
maintaining the culture, mindset and spirit that has spurred on all the 
hard work at the factories, I’m confident we will.” (DPA)

Mercedes boss Wolff hopes to unlock  
more performance in Budapest

44th Chess Olympiad is going to be very special: GM Judit Polgar
ANI

CHENNAI

IMPRESSED with the craze 
and passion for chess in India, 
Hungarian Grandmaster Ju-
dit Polgar said the 44th Chess 
Olympiad will be one of the 
best editions of the prestigious 
event and also lauded the ef-
forts to organise it over a short 
period of time.

“I am very happy to be 
here in the Olympic village. 
It is amazing to see the inter-
est and passion of the peo-
ple here. The enthusiasm in 
the organising committee is 
amazing. To get ready for this 
Olympiad in just four months 
is incredible,” the 45-year-old 
veteran said on Thursday. 

“I have spoken to other 
people and see them appreciat-
ing the effort and I already feel 
from a distance that this Olym-
piad is going to be very special.”

Polgar is considered the 
strongest female chess player 
of all time. After retiring from 
competitive chess in 2014, Ju-
dit has focused all her efforts 
on promoting chess all over 
the world as an ambassador 
of the sport. She was speaking 
at the greet and meet session 
conducted by the All India 
Chess Federation (AICF) at 
the Chess Olympiad venue in 

Mahabalipuram, Chennai.
FIDE President Arkady 

Dvorkovich, AICF President 
Sanjay Kapoor and AICF Sec-
retary and Olympiad Director 
Bharat Singh Chauhan were 
also present at the occasion.

India were handed hosting 
rights in April when FIDE de-
cided to shift the event outside 
the original host country, Rus-
sia. And since then, AICF has 

been putting in Herculean ef-
forts, working round the clock, 
in preparation for this grand 
event which is happening in 
India for the first time ever.

“The biennial Olympiad 
is a celebration of chess, the 
event is aimed at unifying as 
per our motto ‘gens una su-
mus’ which is Latin for ‘we are 
one people’,” FIDE President 
Dvorkovich commented.

AICF President Kapoor fur-
ther explained the challenges 
in the preparation of this event 
and added: “It is the biggest ex-
travaganza ever held in India. 
Enjoy the show. I think this is 
going to usher in a new era for 
chess in India.”

The 44th Chess Olympiad 
will be held from July 28 to Au-
gust 10 with the registration of 
187 countries, a world record in 
terms of the number of partici-
pating countries in a single edi-
tion of the Olympiad.

“It still feels like a dream but 

it’s true that we have managed 
to prepare for the Olympiad in 
just four months,” Olympiad 
Director Chauhan said. He also 
acknowledged and thanked the 
Tamil Nadu government and 
the Central government for 
their help and support.

The Olympiad was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi later in the evening 
on Thursday. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, and Gover-
nor RN Ravi also attended the 
opening ceremony along with 
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur.

Hungarian Grandmaster Judit Polgar speaks to the media in Mahaba-
lipuram, near Chennai, on Thursday.

Dancers perform during the inaugural ceremony of the 44th Chess Olympiad in Mahabalipuram, near Chennai on Thursday. (AFP)

Four-time F1 champion Vettel 
to retire at the end of season

DPA
BUDAPEST 

GERMANY’S Aston Martin 
driver Sebastian Vettel will re-
tire at the end of the Formula 
One season, the 35-year-old 
four-times world champion 
said on Thursday.

His team had sounded 
confident that he would sign 
a new contract, but Vettel has 
instead decided to walk away 
in November. He made the 
announcement in Budapest 
ahead of this weekend’s Hun-
garian Grand Prix.

“The decision to retire has 
been a difficult one for me to 
take, and I have spent a lot of 
time thinking about it,” he said 
in a statement.

“At the end of the year I 
want to take some more time 
to reflect on what I will focus on 
next. “It is very clear to me that, 
being a father, I want to spend 
more time with my family.

“But today is not about say-
ing goodbye. Rather, it is about 
saying thank you - to everyone 
- not least to the fans, without 
whose passionate support For-
mula One could not exist.” 

He won his four world titles 
in a row for Red Bull between 
2010 and 2013. A subsequent 
big move to glamour team Fer-
rari did not work out at all and 
he has struggled to shine in a 
disappointing Aston Martin 
car over the past two seasons.

Vettel has won 53 F1 Grand 
Prix overall and was effectively 

the heir to Michael Schumach-
er as Germany’s motorsport 
hero.

He burst onto the scene in 
extraordinary fashion, win-
ning the 2008 Italian Grand 
Prix from nowhere for smaller 
team Toro Rosso.

From then on he was des-
tined to be an F1 star but never 
captured the German public’s 
imagination like Schumacher, 
with his dominant spell at Red 
Bull characterized by often bor-
ing races where he led from pole.

In latter years he has been 
at the forefront of F1’s push to 
become more environmentally 
friendly. He has criticized the 
sport for its energy-sapping 
excesses and has also been 
campaigning for free speech 
for drivers.

At this year’s Azerbai-
jan Grand Prix, Vettel wore a  
T-shirt with the words “friends” 
and “peace” written on in Rus-
sian, with two hands depicted 
shaking hands. In addition, he 
wore sweatbands in the blue 
and yellow colours of Ukraine.

Vettel had already spoken 
out several times against the 
backdrop of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

His Aston Martin team 
paid tribute to his legacy.

“We made it clear to him 
that we wanted him to con-
tinue with us next year, but 
in the end he has done what 
he feels is right for himself 
and his family, and of course 
we respect that,” team owner 
Lawrence Stroll said.

“He has driven some fan-

tastic races for us, and, behind 
the scenes, his experience and 
expertise with our engineers 
have been extremely valuable. 
He is one of the all-time greats 
of Formula One, and it has 
been a privilege to have been 
able to work with him.” 

Red Bull, who won their 
first driver’s title since Vet-
tel’s haul with current cham-
pionship leader Max Verstap-
pen last year, said in a tweet: 

“Thanks, Seb. Cheers for the 
great times and the four World 
Championships.” 

He is currently 14th in the 
standings, just ahead of fel-
low German and Michael’s son 
Mick Schumacher, and will 
sign off at the season-ending 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix on No-
vember 20 - his 300th F1 race.

His replacement at As-
ton Martin has yet to be an-
nounced.

Aston Martin’s German driver Sebastian Vettel waves to fans during 
the Pit Lane Walk ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at 
the Hungaroring in Budapest on Thursday. (AFP)

Mechanics celebrate as Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstap-
pen wins the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard 
in Le Castellet, southern France, last Sunday. (AFP)

Team principal hails 
Verstappen as Red Bull 

edge towards titles
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

MAX Verstappen is still 
“evolving”, according to Red 
Bull team principal Christian 
Horner, as the Dutchman 
continues his march towards 
successive Formula One world 
championships.

After winning the French 
Grand Prix for a second year 
in a row, Verstappen holds a 
63-point lead over Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc at the top of 
the drivers’ standings.

Another title for the cham-
pion looks almost inevitable 
after he posted six victories in 
his last nine races, and Ver-
stappen’s 2021 rival Lewis 
Hamilton recently claimed it 
will be “smooth sailing” for the 
24-year-old this year.

Speaking to Eurosport, 
Red Bull boss Horner hailed 
Verstappen’s development as 
he suggested the Dutchman 
ranked among the best drivers 
to ever feature for the team.

“I think he’s very much a 
mature package now,” Horner 
said. “He’s got experience be-
hind him but he’s still very, very 
young. “He’s hugely talented 
and is using his experience, 
using his head and his drive, 
his determination is undimin-
ished.  “So he’s just evolving 
still as a person and as a driver.

“It’s very difficult to com-

pare drivers. We’ve had some 
amazing drivers but he is cer-
tainly right up (there).” 

Verstappen and Red Bull 
will bid to extend their fine 
run of form at the Hungarian 
Grand Prix on Sunday.

While Verstappen looks 
likely to cruise to the driv-
ers’ title, Red Bull also hold 
a commanding 82-point 
advantage over Ferrari in 
the battle for the construc-
tors’ championship.

Although Red Bull are clear 
favourites to end Mercedes’ 
8-year stranglehold on the team 
prize, Horner says he is simply 
taking it one race at a time.

“The target is to keep build-
ing on what we’ve achieved. 
There are no finite targets,” 
he added. “It’s just about race-
by-race, season-by-season and 
giving him [Verstappen] a car 
that his talent warrants.

“I still get the same buzz 
driving into the track on race 
morning that I did, even when 
I was driving myself many 
years ago. It’s the competi-
tion, going up against the best 
teams in the world. You need 
to be at the top of your game.

“It’s a team sport, the big-
gest team sport in the world. 
If you’re lucky enough to win 
a Grand Prix, it means every 
single person within that or-
ganization is doing and fulfill-
ing their part and role.”

SEVEN-TIMES world champion Lewis Hamilton has led the trib-
utes to Germany’s Sebastian Vettel, who is retiring from Formula 
One at the end of the season.
Vettel won four world titles with Red Bull from 2010-13 but is 
quitting aged 35 following difficult stints at Ferrari and Aston 
Martin. He is third on the all-time list of F1 race wins (53) be-
hind Michael Schumacher (91) and Briton Hamilton (103).
“Seb, it’s been an honour to call you a competitor and an ever 
greater honour to call you my friend,” 37-year-old Hamilton, who 
ended Vettel’s dominance by winning the first of six titles for 
Mercedes in 2014, wrote on Twitter on Thursday.  
“Leaving this sport better than you found it is always the goal. I have 
no doubt that whatever comes next for you will be exciting, meaning-
ful, and rewarding. Love you, man.”  
Current champion and standings leader Max Verstappen was 
effusive in his praise for Vettel. “He has achieved so much in this 
sport that it’s fully understandable for him to retire,” the Dutch Red 
Bull driver told a news conference ahead of this weekend’s Hungar-
ian Grand Prix. “Of course he’s a great ambassador for the sport.”  
Haas driver Mick Schumacher, son of Michael, wished his fellow 
German well. “I’m so sad that you’re leaving, but at the same 
time excited for you and this new chapter of your life. You’ve 
been and still are such an important person to me and I’m 
thankful for our friendship,” he tweeted.
“Thank you for everything you’ve contributed to the sport we 
both love, I can’t wait for our last races together. Thank you, Seb 
– you’re an inspiration.” (DPA)

Hamilton leads tributes for ‘Seb’

Barcelona announce Kounde deal after seeing off competition
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BARCELONA have an-
nounced they have reached 
an agreement to sign Sevilla 
defender Jules Kounde, with 
the Blaugrana seeing off com-
petition from Chelsea.

Kounde, who has starred 
for Sevilla since arriving from 
Bordeaux in 2019, seemed set 
to join Chelsea after also being 
heavily linked with a move to 
Stamford Bridge throughout 
the 2021 transfer window.

However, despite Barcelo-
na reportedly failing to match 
Chelsea’s offer of £55 million 
($65 million) for the 23-year-
old, the Blaugrana had been 
touted as Kounde’s preferred 
destination.

On Thursday, they an-
nounced a deal is now in place 
with Sevilla for the transfer of 
the France international, with 
the move subject to a medical.

Kounde ranked first in du-

els won (169), second in blocks 
(17) and second in headed 
clearances (56) among Sevilla 
players in La Liga last season.

His arrival represents an-
other major coup for Barca, 
who have already strength-
ened their backline by sign-

ing Andreas Christensen, as 
well as completing marquee 
deals for Robert Lewandowski 
and Raphinha, after bringing 
in free agent Franck Kessie.

Meanwhile, missing out on 
Kounde’s signature will be an-
other source of frustration for 

Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel, 
with the Blues struggling 
throughout a pre-season tour of 
the United States and also being 
turned down by Raphinha, who 
favoured a move to Camp Nou.

Chelsea defenders Ce-
sar Azpilicueta and Marcos 
Alonso continue to be strongly 
linked with moves to Barca.

Atletico complete Molina 
signing from Udinese
Atletico Madrid have com-
pleted the signing of Nahuel 
Molina from Udinese for an 
undisclosed fee.

The Argentina right-back 
has signed a five-year-deal at 
the Wanda Metropolitano, 
where his compatriot Diego 
Simeone is the long-serving 
head coach.

Molina played 68 games 
for Udinese across two sea-
sons, scoring 10 goals and 
recording seven assists for Le 
Zebrette. The 24-year-old has 

also established himself with 
his national side, including 
playing five times for Argen-
tina as they went on to win the 
2021 Copa America.

Atletico have been short at 
right-back since selling Kieran 
Trippier to Newcastle United 
in January, while Sime Vrsaljko 
left the club for Olympiacos af-
ter the expiry of his contract at 
the end of the season.

Everton sign winger  
McNeil from Burnley
Everton have announced the 
signing of winger Dwight Mc-
Neil from Burnley.

The 22-year-old scored 
seven goals in 134 Premier 
League appearances for the 
Clarets and departs following 
their relegation last season.

McNeil, who started his 
career at Manchester United 
before joining the Burnley 
academy, has agreed a five-
year deal at Goodison Park.

Jules Kounde.



Jayasuriya, Mendis snap up nine as  
Sri Lanka shock Pak, square series

AGENCIES
GALLE

WHILE many thought that 
Pakistan had made a strong 
start to their mammoth chase, 
Sri Lanka spinners Prabath 
Jayasuriya and Ramesh Men-
dis turned the tide Sri Lanka’s 
way sharing nine wickets 
between them as the hosts 
claimed a 246-run series-lev-
elling victory on the fifth and 
final day of the second Test at 
the Galle International Sta-
dium on Thursday.

It was the fourth five-wick-
et haul in only his third Test 
for left-arm spinner Jayasur-
iya, who picked up 12 wickets 
against Australia on his debut 
last month to lead Sri Lanka to 
another series-levelling win at 
the same venue.

Off-spinner Mendis, 
meanwhile snapped up four 

second innings Pakistan wick-
ets to add to the five-for he 
took in the first essay.  

The spinners’ efforts saw 
Pakistan being bowled out 
for 261 in the second session 
chasing 508.

Named player of the se-
ries for his 17 wickets in two 
matches, Jayasuriya said, “I 
worked hard and I was pa-
tient. “It wasn’t an easy pitch 
to bowl, but we did well to 
bowl in partnerships and that 
led to wickets.”

Set a record target of 508, 
Pakistan, who won the open-
ing test at Galle by four wick-
ets, got off to a false start in 
their bid to save the match 
when Imam-ul-Haq fell on 49 
to Mendis in the third over of 
the day after they had resumed 
on 89-1.

But captain Babar Azam, 
who top-scored for Pakistan 

with a resolute knock of 81, and 
Mohammad Rizwan boosted 
their chances of a draw with a 
third-wicket stand of 79.

Jayasuriya then turned the 
match in Sri Lanka’s favour 
when he cleaned up Rizwan, 
who misjudged a straight de-
livery and was bowled out not 
playing a shot for 37, to trigger 
a collapse.

Fawad Alam was run out 
soon after following a mis-
communication with Babar 
while Agha Salman fell to a 
stunning catch at short leg by 

Kusal Mendis off Jayasuriya’s 
bowling.

From 176-2, the touring 
side were reduced to 205-7 
after the lunch interval when 
Babar and Mohammad Nawaz 
were out in quick succession 
leaving Sri Lanka’s spinners 
to mop up the Pakistan batting 
tail.

“Definitely tough game for 
us. Batting wasn’t up to the 
mark,” said Babar.

Sri Lanka’s resounding 
246-run victory also sees them 
break into the top five of the 

ICC World Test Championship 
standings.

The two-Test series be-
tween the two nations has 
been an exciting one with both 
teams taking a match each. 
Pakistan went 1-0 up in the se-
ries with a four-wicket win in 
the first Test. 

Chasing 342, the visitors 
boosted their chances of ap-
pearing in next year’s World 
Test Championship final, go-
ing to the third spot in the 
standings, while Sri Lanka 
ended up slipping to No.6.

And now the tables have 
been reversed with Sri Lanka 
climbing to the third spot with 
a win percentage of 53.33, 
while Pakistan have dropped 
down to No.5 with a win per-
centage of 51.85.

South Africa continue to 
rule the table with a PCT of 
71.43%, followed by Australia, 
who are at 70%. South Africa 
have a good chance of widen-
ing the gap when they take on 
England in a three-match Test 
series next month.

Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews (C) celebrates with teammates after Sri Lanka won the second cricket Test against Pakistan at the Galle International Stadium in Galle on Thursday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka (1st innings) 378
Pakistan (1st innings) 231 
Sri Lanka (2nd innings) 360-8 dec
Pakistan 2nd innings (Target 508; overnight 89-1)
A. Shafique c Wellalage b Jayasuriya  16
Imam-ul-Haq c Dickwella b R. Mendis  49
B. Azam lbw b Jayasuriya  81
M. Rizwan b Jayasuriya  37
F. Alam run out (Asitha/Dickwella)  1
A. Salman c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  4
M. Nawaz c Chandimal b R. Mendis  12
Y. Shah c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  27
H. Ali b R. Mendis  11
N. Ali not out  0

N. Shah c Wellalage b R. Mendis  18
Extras: (b2, nb3)  5
Total: (All out, 77 overs) 261
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Shafique), 2-97 (Imam), 3-176 
(Rizwan), 4-181 (Fawad), 5-188 (Salman), 6-205 
(Azam), 7-205 (Nawaz), 8-243 (Yasir), 9-243 (Hasan), 
10-261 (Naseem).
Bowling: Asitha 6-1-20-0 (nb3), Jayasuriya 32-5-117-
5, R. Mendis 30-7-101-4, De Silva 2-0-4-0, Wellalage 
7-0-17-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.
Result: Sri Lanka won by 246 runs.
Series: Two-match series ends in 1-1 draw.

ScoreboardHosts win Test by 246 runs, break 
into top-five of ICC rankings

Gill sizzles as India 
cruise to series sweep 

over West Indies
ICC

PORT OF SPAIN

OPENERS Shubman Gill and 
Shikhar Dhawan hit half cen-
turies as India completed a 
series sweep over West Indies 
with an emphatic 119-run vic-
tory in a rain-affected clash in 
Port of Spain on Wednesday.

There were plenty of delays 
during India’s innings, with 
the visitors forced to hit out 
late after a weather break saw 
the match initially reduced to 
40 overs per side.

Another rain delay at the 
end of the 36th over saw In-
dia’s innings completed even 
earlier, with the visitors post-
ing a decent total of 225/3 
from their allotted overs.

Opener Shubman Gill was 

the standout with a career best 
98*, while stand-in skipper Shi-
khar Dhawan (58) hit his sec-
ond half-century for the series.

Gill was deservedly named 
Player of the Match and Play-
er of the Series for his hero-
ics during the tour, with the 
young right-hander scoring 
two half centuries and a total 
of 205 runs from three hits.

It goes to show that In-
dia are compiling some good 
depth in their white-ball 
squads, with Shreyas Iyer, 
Axar Patel, Shardul Thakur 

and Yuzvendra Chahal also 
showing good signs during the 
three-match series.

Experienced pacer Moham-
med Siraj chipped in with two 
wickets early in West Indies’ 
run chase on Wednesday, while 
Chahal finished the job by pick-
ing up four scalps of his own 
during an impressive spell.

West Indies’ form in 50-
over cricket has been surpris-
ingly poor of late, with the 
Caribbean side now sitting 
on a nine-match losing streak 
after consecutive series losses 
against Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and now India.

While there were plenty of 
positive signs in the first two 
matches of the series against 
India, the third and final game 
was completely one-sided as 

the hosts struggled to match it 
with their opponents.

West Indies’ top-order 
failed to come to grips with In-
dia’s new-ball bowling attack.

Skipper Nicholas Pooran 
and right-hander Brandon 
King each scored 42 in this 
match, but there were plenty 
of failures as a disappointing 
series came to an end for Phil 
Simmons’ side.
Scores: India 225 for 3 (Gill 98*, 
Dhawan 58) beat West Indies 
137 (Pooran 42, Chahal 4-17) by 
119 runs via DLS method.

India’s Shubman Gill hits a six during his unbeaten knock of 98 in the 
third and final ODI against West Indies at the Queen’s Park Oval in 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Bairstow blasts 90 as England win 
whirlwind T20I vs South Africa

AGENCIES
BRISTOL

JONNY Bairstow’s devastat-
ing 90 helped England beat 
South Africa by 41 runs in a 
breathless, high-scoring first 
Twenty20 international in 
Bristol, reports BBC.com.

Continuing his stunning 
Test form, Bairstow bullied 
the Proteas bowlers through-
out his 53-ball assault as Eng-
land racked up 234-6 - their 
second highest T20 score.

Bairstow added 106 with 
Moeen Ali, who smacked 52 
from 18 balls, in a riotous 
fourth-wicket stand lasting 
just 37 balls, as one over went 

for 33 runs.
England hit 20 sixes, the 

most they have ever hit in a 
T20 game, while Moeen’s 16-
ball fifty was the fastest by an 
England player.

The pair heaped misery 
on a ragged South Africa side, 
who dropped Bairstow four 
times in a fielding performance 
that bordered on comical.

Despite losing both Quin-
ton de Kock and Rilee Rossouw 
in the second over, the visitors 
threatened to pull off what 
would have been their record 
chase as 21-year-old Tristan 
Stubbs smashed an astonish-
ing 72 from 28 balls. But Chris 
Jordan bowled a nerveless 18th 

over and, with 51 needed from 
the final two, Stubbs was caught 
at long-off from the bowling of 
Richard Gleeson.

The Lancashire seamer 
took two further wickets in the 
over and South Africa ended 
on 193-8.

The second T20 of the 
three-match series takes place 
on Thursday in Cardiff as both 
sides build towards the T20 
World Cup in the autumn.
Scores: England 234-6 (20 
overs): Bairstow 90 (53 balls), 
Moeen 51 (18); Ngidi 5-39 bt 
South Africa 193-8 (20 overs): 
Stubbs 72 (28), R Hendricks 57 
(33); Gleeson 3-51 by 41 runs; 
lead series 1-0.

England’s Jonny Bairstow is watched by South Africa’s wicketkeeper 
Quinton de Kock as he plays a shot during their first T20 at Bristol 
County Ground, in Bristol, south-western England, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s U15 team triumphs 
at West Asian TT C’ship

QNA
AMMAN (JORDAN)

THE Qatar national under-15 
team won the team title at the 
West Asian Table Tennis Cham-
pionships defeating Bahrain 3-0 
in the final on Thursday.

Qatar’s  team comprised 
of Sultan Khaled Al Kuwari, 
Abbad Nasser Al Abdullah, 
Ruwad Nasser and Ahmed Eid 
Qarni. 

Khaled Ali Al Kuwari, di-
rector of the Qatari national 
teams, expressed his happi-
ness at the youth team’s victo-
ry, stressing that the team de-
served to be crowned as it won 
all but one of their matches.

Al Kuwari dedicated the 
title to the Qatari table tennis 

family and fans  and thanked 
all those who contributed to 
the success, the Qatar Olympic 
Committee and Qatar Table 
Tennis Federation headed by 
Khalil Al Mohannadi, and the 
Aspire Academy.

For his part, Mohammed 
Ahmed Al Rumaihi, head of 
the Qatari team delegation at 
the tournament, praised the 
youth team’s performance. 
He pointed out that winning 
the championship was a result 
of continuous preparations 
and the support of the federa-
tion, wishing that Team Qatar 
would continue to perform 
well in the singles and doubles 
competitions in the tourna-
ment which continues till Au-
gust 5 in the Jordanian capital.

Asher-Smith pulls out of home Commonwealth Games with injury
PA MEDIA/DPA

BIRMINGHAM

DINA Asher-Smith has with-
drawn from the England team 
for the Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham due to a ham-
string injury.

The near two-week event 
opened on Thursday.

Asher-Smith, who pulled 
up midway through the wom-
en’s 4×100 metres relay at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships in Eugene, announced 
her decision on Instagram.

Asher-Smith wrote: 
“Thankfully I’ve only got a 
light hamstring strain after 

pulling up in the 4×1 a few 
days ago. No major issue and 
nothing to worry about.

“But due to the short 
turnaround between the end 
of the Worlds and the start of 
the Commonwealth Games in 
a few days’ time I’m going to 
have to withdraw.” 

Asher-Smith had broken 
her British record to finish 
fourth in the 100m final and 
won a bronze medal in the 
200m before suffering her 
relay setback. She pulled up 
sharply midway through the 
third leg but still managed to 
hand the baton to team-mate 
Daryll Neita, to led the team to 

a sixth-place finish.
Asher-Smith had intend-

ed to race in the 100m and 
4x100m relay in Birmingham, 
but her diagnosis now also 
casts serious doubt over her 
participation at next month’s 
European Championships.

Asher-Smith added: “I was 
so excited to race in front of a 
home crowd and all the Brit-
ish fans. It’s going to be such 
an amazing competition and 
I know Team England will 
do you all proud. I’m looking 
forward to representing you 
all throughout the rest of the 
summer and wishing the best 
of luck to all my team-mates.”

Britain’s Prince 
Charles, Prince 
of Wales, meets 
with athletes 
from Canada 
and Pakistan 
during a visit 
to the Athletes 
Village at The 
University of 
Birmingham 
in Birming-
ham, central 
England, on 
Thursday on 
the eve of the 
Commonwealth 
Games. (AFP)

Bronze medalist Dina Asher-
Smith of Team Great Britain 
poses during the medal ceremo-
ny for the women’s 200m final 
at the World Athletics Champion-
ships in Eugene, Oregon, on July 
21. (GETTY IMAGES/AFP)
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