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More than half 
a million sign 
up to volunteer 
at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MORE than half a million 
people have now signed up 
on FIFA’s global volunteer 
platform.  

The FIFA volunteer pro-
gramme, revamped in De-
cember 2020, is the largest 
of its kind in sport, allowing 
everyone who signs up on the 
registration portal to apply to 
take part in any future FIFA 
tournament. 

Volunteer numbers have 
soared from 100,000 since 
October 2021, 
with the fast-
approaching 
FIFA World 
Cup unsur-
p r i s i n g l y 
proving the 
biggest draw. 

“This rise 
in people sign-
ing up to the 
platform truly 
is remark-
able,” said 
FIFA Presi-
dent Gianni 
Infantino. 

“The surge in numbers 
shows that our volunteer 
programme and platform are 
becoming a real, global com-
munity, with incredible inter-
est in taking part in the FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar later this 
year,” he added.

 “Volunteers play a key role 
in every FIFA tournament. 
Along with their energy and 

smiles, they bring a unique 
atmosphere, giving their time 
and expertise to ensure foot-
ball continues to flourish. 
Once again, volunteers have 
shown their commitment to, 
and love of, our sport, and we 
are truly thankful for this.”

The landmark figure has 
also impressed the FIFA 
Secretary General  Fatma 
Samoura.

“It is outstanding to reach 
this important milestone so 
quickly after the programme 
was relaunched, and we are 
very happy,” she said. 

“For foot-
ball to contin-
ue to thrive, 
v o l u n t e e r s 
are absolute-
ly essential. 
We can see 
the popular-
ity and love 
of our sport 
shine through 
in these fan-
tastic volun-
teers. It is a 
very special 
c o m m u n i t y 

and we look forward to it ex-
panding further.”

The spread of volunteers 
across all events is fascinat-
ing and, with the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 on the horizon, the 
region’s closest to Qatar are 
strongly represented: 43.2 
percent are from Asia and 
40.2 percent from Africa.

VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT, FM REVIEW TIES
QNA

CARACAS

PRESIDENT of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela Nicolas Maduro Moros has re-
ceived Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.

During the meeting, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
conveyed the greetings of His Highness 
the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani to President of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and His 
Highness’s wishes of good health and hap-
piness, and the government and people of 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela further 
progress and prosperity.

For his part, President of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela entrusted the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs with his greetings to HH the Amir, 
wishing His Highness good health and hap-
piness, and Qatar further progress, devel-
opment and prosperity.

During the meeting, they reviewed the 
bilateral ties between the two countries and 
the ways to support and promote them in a 
wide range of fields.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RAIN accompanied by light-
ning and thunderstorm lashed 
the country on Thursday, with 
the Qatar Meteorology Depart-
ment (QMD) forecasting more 
rain for the next two days.

The overcast conditions 
and the downpour brought 
down temperatures to as low 
as 29°C. The temperatures are 
forecast to range between 28 
degree C and 37 degree C on 
Friday and 30 degree C and 38 
degree C on Saturday. 

Mesaimeer recorded the 
highest amount of rain, of up 
to 74.9 mm.  Ghuwayriyah re-
corded 5.4 mm rain, Jamila 2.9 
mm, Doha 20.5 mm, Hamad 
International Airport  48 mm, 
Mukaynis  2.1 mm, Wakrah 
38.2 mm, Mesaieed 6.2 mm, 

Mazraat Ghasham  6.7 mm and 
Dukhan 2.5 mm.

The QMD shared a few safe-
ty tips during thundery rain. 
 Stay in a safe place and do 

not stand on rooftops or close to 
tall trees and utility poles. 
 Avoid open spaces during 

thunderstorms, as it might be 
accompanied by lightning, heavy 
rain, high wind, cold flakes and 
might cause a lack of vision. 
 While driving, drivers 

should reduce the speed and 
follow the safety procedures. 

They are also advised to en-
sure that their car windows 
are closed and the windscreen 
wipers are in proper working 
order. 

Qatar Civil Aviation Au-
thority (QCAA) has said that 
thundery rainfall will continue 
in most areas of the country 
until the end of this week.

Head of Forecasting and 
Analysis Section at QCAA’s 
Meteorological Department 
Mohammed Ali Al Kubaisi said 
weather is expected to con-

tinue to be cloudy with chance 
of scattered rain which may 
also turn thundery at times 
in coastal areas and in the sea 
during the next two days.

The Ministry of Interior 
called on drivers to pay more 
attention and adhere to the 
necessary safety instructions, 
as they should maintain a 
safe distance, stick to the 
lane, reduce speed, and make 
sure that the windshield wip-
ers are working while driving 
in the rain.

Rain, thunderstorm lash Qatar

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of con-
dolences to his brother 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
on the death of HRH Prince 
Abdulrahman bin Nasser bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Amir sends 
condolences  
to Saudi King

More rain likely 
in the next two 
days: QMD

Mesaimeer  
receives highest 
74.9 mm rain 

The weather is expected to be cloudy with chance of scattered rain which may also turn thundery at times 
during the next two days. 

Represented by the Joint 
Rainfall Emergency Com-
mittee, the Ministry of 
Municipality has affirmed 
its prior readiness to deal 
with rainfall, by making all 
preparations and providing 
the work teams, equip-
ment and mechanisms 
necessary to drain water 
from various regions of the 
country on a timely basis 
and around the clock.

An official source in 
the committee said teams, 
vehicles and necessary 
equipment were distributed 
in various areas of all mu-
nicipalities, adding that water 
logging due to rain were im-
mediately drained, especially 
in some areas of the mu-
nicipalities of Al Wakra and 
Al Rayyan. Work in regard to 
draining water continues on 
around the clock. 

The main operations 
rooms at the ministry’s 
unified call center receives 
the public’s reports related 
to rainwater and transfers 
them directly to the desig-
nated emergency rooms in 
the municipalities to deal 
with them immediately. 
(QNA) PAGE 2

Rain emergency 
teams continue to 
work in all areas

Mowasalat to start new routes from July 31
MOWASALAT Qatar (Karwa) will start operating 
seven new routes from July 31. The new bus 
routes include L509, L524, L529, R705, T603, 
T607, and T611. It will also introduce new 
metrolink routes, including M210, M302, M311 
and M315. According to the update, the routes 
32 and 201 will be stopped  starting from July 
30. Some of the new routes include the Indus-
trial Area Bus Station to New Industrial Area, Al 
Ruwais to Al Khor Mall, Al Gharrafa Bus Sta-
tion to Al Matar Al Qadeem Metro Station, and 
more. (TNN)

The surge 
in numbers 
shows that our 

volunteer programme and 
platform are becoming a 
real, global community, 
with incredible interest 
in taking part in the FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar later 
this year.”
— Gianni Infantino, FIFA  
President

QFFD signs agreement with UN
Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD) 
signed an agreement with the Office of 
the Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict to support the office’s resources.

The agreement was signed by Direc-
tor General of Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment HE Khalifa bin Jassim Al Kuwari, 
and Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict Virginia Gamba.

Under the agreement, Qatar will 
support the extra-budgetary resources of 
the office with $1 million for the period of 
2022-2023. 

Qatar has also supported the es-
tablishment and funding of the Analysis 
and Outreach Hub of the Office of the 
Special Representative in Doha, in order 
to mediate and build capacity, to end and 
prevent grave violations against children 

in armed conflict. (QNA) PAGE 2

Continued on page 12 
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Amir sends greetings to 
president of Peru

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations to President of the Republic 
of Peru Pedro Castillo on the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day on Thursday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends congratulations to 
president of Peru
THE Deputy Amir High Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of the 
Republic of Peru Pedro Castillo on the anniversary of his 
country’s Independence Day on Thursday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of condolences to Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on the death of HRH Prince 
Abdulrahman bin Nasser bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud.  (QNA)

PM sends condolences to Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques
THE Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable of 
condolences to Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, on the death of HRH Prince Abdulrahman bin Nasser 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Peruvian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable of congratula-
tions to Prime Minister of the Republic of Peru Anibal Torres 
Vasquez on the anniversary of his country’s Independence 
Day on Thursday. (QNA)

Quick read

Qatar Charity commences food aid 
convoy to help displaced in Sudan

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
launched an urgent food aid 
convoy in Sudan to provide re-
lief to the displaced from the 
conflict in the Blue Nile State, 
which has resulted in hundreds 
of deaths and injuries, as well as 
thousands of people being dis-
placed.

At the inauguration of the 
convoy at Qatar Charity head-
quarters in Khartoum, Suda-
nese Minister of Social Devel-
opment Ahmed Adam Bakheet 
praised the efforts of Qatar and 
Qatar Charity, and hailed their 
support for voluntary return 
projects in Sudan and their re-
cent relief intervention in the 
Blue Nile.

He said the support is a sign 
of the deep-rooted relations be-
tween the two peoples in Qatar 
and Sudan.

Bakhit said, “We hope that 
our country will recover from 
these disasters and head togeth-
er towards development and 
human well-being.”

For his part, Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Aid in Sudan 
Najm al-Din Musa said, “We 

thank Qatar Charity for its great 
effort by launching a convoy of 
urgent intervention to address 
the complex humanitarian situ-
ation in the state of Blue Nile.” 

He added that Qatar Charity 
is a large and effective humani-
tarian partner that carries out 
huge projects in most of Sudan’s 
states.

Officer in charge at the Em-
bassy of Qatar in Sudan Consul 
Rashid Al Hamidi Almagareh 
said that the relief interven-
tion from Qatar Charity for the 
displaced in the Blue Nile State 
comes as a continuation and 

extension of the efforts of Qatar 
and Qatar Charity to support the 
people in Sudan through many 
Qatari institutions. 

He added, “We take this 
opportunity to emphasise the 
depth and rootedness of rela-
tions between Qatar and Sudan. 
These relations have been de-
veloped and are still growing, 
thanks to the keenness and in-
terest of the leaderships of the 
two countries to support and 
strengthen the cooperation in 
all fields.”

Engineer Hassan Odeh, di-
rector of the Sudan Office, noted 

that the urgent humanitarian 
intervention to provide relief to 
the displaced in the Blue Nile 
State as part of a project to help 
poor families is prompted by 
the humanitarian duty and in 
line with what Qatar Charity has 
been doing since the beginning 
of its work in Sudan more than 
27 years ago. 

Qatar Charity has always 
been on time to extend a help-
ing hand in all crises and natural 
disasters.

Odeh explained that the 
inauguration of the relief con-
voy for the affected is part of a 

project aimed at distributing 
7,500 food baskets or about 
345 tonnes of food, in coordi-
nation with the relevant actors 
and authorities, led by the Hu-
manitarian Aid Commission 
and the Ministry of Social De-
velopment, in addition to Save 
the Children. 

Odeh added that the first 
relief convoy in Blue Nile State 
will benefit 12,000 beneficiaries, 
as it will provide 2,000 families 
affected by the recent events 
92 tonnes of aid, distributed in 
2,000 food baskets, each basket 
weighing 46 kilograms.

NHRC attends Arab 
regional conference 
on rights protection

QNA
CAIRO

DIRECTOR of Legal Affairs at 
the National Human Rights 
Committee (NHRC) Nasser 
Marzouq Al Marri, stressed 
the critical role of national hu-
man rights institutions in as-
sisting societies in overcoming 
crises, threats, and impacts 
with the least possible harm to 
human rights.

Al Marri, who represent-
ed the NHRC, went over the 
working paper he presented at 
the 4th high-level Arab region-
al conference on human rights 
protection and promotion. 
The conference, titled ‘The im-
pact of crises on human rights 
enjoyment: COVID-19 pan-
demic as a model’, was held 

at the Arab League Secretariat 
General.

The working paper dem-
onstrated the NHRC’s ef-
fective role in managing the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the 
State of Qatar by respond-
ing quickly to the crisis by 
establishing mechanisms to 
mitigate its effects such as 
remotely receiving petitions, 
developing mechanisms to 
respond to complaints during 
the pandemic and quarantine, 
and welcoming all aspects of 
local and international coop-
eration to limit the impacts of 
COVID-19.

Al Marri emphasised the 
NHRC’s role in strengthening 
and protecting human rights 
in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Guinea-Bissau president receives 
credentials of Qatar’s ambassador

QNA
BISSAU

PRESIDENT of the Repub-
lic of Guinea-Bissau Umaro 
Sissoco Embalo received the 
credentials of HE Moham-
med bin Kurdi Al Marri as 
Ambassador (non-resident) 
Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the State of Qatar 
to the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau.

Ambassador Al Marri con-
veyed the greetings of the Amir 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani to Presi-
dent of the Republic of Guin-
ea-Bissau, and HH the Amir’s 
wishes to His Excellency good 
health and happiness, and for 
the government and people of 
Guinea-Bissau continued pro-
gress and prosperity.

For his part, the president 
entrusted his greetings to HH 

the Amir to the ambassador, 
wishing His Highness good 
health and happiness, as well 

as the people of Qatar contin-
ued progress, development, 
and prosperity. 

QFFD signs pact with Office of the UN Secretary-Special 
General’s Representative for Children and Armed Conflict

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Fund for Development has 
signed an agreement with the Office 
of the UN Secretary-Special General’s 
Representative for Children and Armed 
Conflict to support the office’s resourc-
es.

The agreement was signed by HE 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Kuwari, Director 
General of the Qatar Fund for Devel-
opment, and Virginia Gamba, Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Children and Armed Con-
flict.

The State of Qatar has agreed to 
contribute $1 million to the Office’s 
extra-budgetary resources for the fiscal 
year 2022-2023. The State of Qatar has 
also supported the establishment and 
funding of the Office of the Special Rep-
resentative’s Analysis and Outreach 
Hub in Doha in order to mediate and 
build capacity in order to end and pre-
vent grave violations against children 
in armed conflict.

Commenting on the agreement, 

Al Kuwari said that “Human rights, 
peace and development are at the top 
of QFFDs priorities, as they in line 

with its vision to achieve peace and 
justice and empower all groups in so-
ciety, including children, and prepare 

them to be active members of society. 
This important agreement is a trans-
lation to complete the journey of re-
building the fragile, most vulnerable 
and marginalised communities, and 
rejecting conflicts.” 

Meanwhile, Gamba said that “The 
protection of conflict-affected children 
remains a central pillar of the human 
rights, peace and security, peacebuild-
ing, development, and humanitarian 
agendas. Children must remain at the 
heart of our efforts to build peace-
ful and prosperous societies.” “With 
this partnership between QFFD and 
OSRSG CAAC, both entities show that 
they share the same objectives,” she 
added.

This agreement builds on QFFD’s 
ongoing collaboration with the Office 
of the Special Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict, where 
they signed a funding agreement for 
the Center for the Promotion and Pro-
tection of Children Affected by Armed 
Conflict on the sidelines of the 2019 
Doha Forum.

Rain emergency teams 
continue to work in all 
municipalities of Qatar

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Municipality, 
represented by the Joint Rainfall 
Emergency Committee, has af-
firmed its readiness to manage 
situations during rainy season 
for this year, by making all prep-
arations and providing work 
teams, equipment and mecha-
nisms to check water logging in 
various regions of the country 
on a timely basis and around the 
clock.

Based on continuous coordi-
nation with the Meteorology De-
partment and following up on its 
daily bulletins, an official source 
in the committee explained that 
after the rainfall has been pre-
dicted on Thursday, work teams, 
vehicles and necessary equip-
ment were distributed to various 
areas of all municipalities, add-
ing that waterlogs were imme-
diately withdrawn, especially in 
some areas of Al Wakra and Al 
Rayyan municipalities.

The main operations rooms 
at the ministry’s unified call 
center received public reports 
about rainwater and immediate-
ly transferred them to designat-
ed emergency rooms in munici-
palities to deal with them, while 
coordination is also being made 
with security authorities about 
traffic regulation to facilitate the 
process of withdrawing bodies of 
water.

The committee has also 
worked with municipal parks 
departments to remove any 
trees that have fallen due to wind 
and rain, as well as the General 
Cleanliness Department to clean 
all roads after waterlogs have 
been removed.

The Joint Rainfall Emer-
gency Committee of the Min-
istry of Municipalities recently 
discussed the necessary prepa-
rations, equipment, and mecha-
nisms for dealing with bodies of 
rainwater in accordance with the 

necessary plans to ensure that 
withdrawal operations are car-
ried out as quickly as possible 
during and after the rainfall.The 
committee also addressed the 
mechanism for receiving reports 
in the operations room, by re-
ceiving phone calls through the 
unified call centre at the Minis-
try of Municipality (184) around 
the clock.

All the relevant authorities 
in the country represented by 
the directors of services depart-
ments in the municipalities, 
as well as each of the General 
Cleanliness Departments, are 
participating in the committee, 
in addition to mechanical equip-
ment, customer service, the uni-
fied call centre, the Public Works 
Authority (Ashghal), the Minis-
try of Interior, Lekhwiya Force, 
the Qatar Armed Forces and Qa-
tarEnergy.
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DEVASTATION

dpa 
London

More than 100,000 people 
fleeing the war in Ukraine have 
received sanctuary in Britain 
through its visa schemes, ac-
cording to government figures.

Some 104,000 people 
had arrived in Britain under 
Ukraine visa schemes as of 
Monday, figures published by 
the Home office and UK Visas 
and Immigration show.

The milestone was reached 
more than four months after 
the government’s visa schemes 
were launched in March.

The government thanked 
members of the public for 
their generosity in opening 
their homes to those seeking 
safety.

The total includes 31,300 
people under the fam-
ily scheme, and 72,700 people 
under the Homes for Ukraine 
sponsorship scheme.

overall, there have been 
almost 200,000 visa applica-
tions, meaning just over half of 
those who have applied have 
arrived in Britain.

The figures show that, as of 
Tuesday, around 198,200 ap-
plications have been made for 

visas, and 166,200 visas have 
been issued.

These include 55,000 ap-
plications under the family 
scheme, of which 47,200 vi-
sas have been granted, and 
143,200 applications under 
the sponsorship scheme, of 
which 119,000 visas have been 
granted.  

overall, 62.6% of those 
who have been issued with vi-
sas under either scheme have 
reached Britain.

Just over half (52.5%) of 
those who have applied for 
visas under the schemes have 
arrived.

These allow those fleeing 
the conflict in Ukraine to come 
to Britain for up to three years.

The family scheme allows 
Ukrainian nationals and their 
relatives to join other family 
already living in Britain, while 
the sponsorship scheme al-
lows Ukrainian nationals and 

their relatives to come to Brit-
ain if they have a sponsor who 
can provide accommodation.

From Thursday, the gov-
ernment will consider new 
applications under the spon-
sorship scheme from unac-
companied children who wish 
to come to Britain without a 
parent or guardian, providing 
they have parental consent.

Maria Kartashova, who 
lives with her host in Surrey, 
said British public is giving 
“more than help” to Ukrain-
ians.

She said: “You support us 
at every stage, spend your time 

and energy, pay attention and 
give care. I cannot put into 
words how grateful I am.” 
Secretary of State for Level-
ling Up, Housing and Com-
munities Greg Clark thanked 
everyone who has welcomed 
Ukrainians into their homes.

He said: “Behind this mile-
stone however are 100,000 
stories of pain - families split 
apart and forced to leave their 
fathers, sons and brothers.

“That is why we want peace 
and security in Ukraine so that 
its brave people can be safe at 
home again.” refugees Minis-
ter Lord richard Harrington 

said: “We would not be able to 
welcome 100,000 people from 
Ukraine to our shores without 
generous people around the 
country opening their doors.

“It is important that we 
recognise the selfless work of 
the public to help Ukrainians 
integrate into their communi-
ties.

“We understand families 
are having to make difficult 
decisions to leave their homes 
- which is why it is important 
we took the time to get this 
right to ensure we can contin-
ue offering safety to as many 
Ukrainians as possible.”

More than 100,000 refugees arrive in UK after fleeing war in Ukraine

N Korean ruler Kim 
threatens use of nuke 
weapons if attacked

dpa 
SeouL 

NorTH Korean ruler Kim 
Jong Un has threatened the 
use of nuclear weapons in 
the event of military conflict 
with the United States and 
South Korea, according to 
remarks reported by state 
media on Thursday.

“our armed forces are 
thoroughly prepared to 
respond to any crisis,” Kim 
said. He added that North 
Korea’s nuclear deterrence 
forces were ready to mobilize 
“accurately and promptly” 
for their mission.

Ahead of the start of joint 
summer military exercises by 
US and South Korean forces 
next month, Kim adopted a 
sharper tone than usual.

South Korea faced total 
destruction, if it under-
took “dangerous attempts” 
against North Korea, he said 
in reference to plans by the 
government in Seoul to re-
vive a system for preventive 
strikes to counter Pyong-

yang’s nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missile programme.

Kim’s remarks were 
made during a speech to 
veterans in Pyongyang on 
Wednesday to mark the 69th 
anniversary of the signing of 
a ceasefire ending the 1950-
53 Korean War. The day is 
marked as “Victory Day” in 
North Korea.

North Korea has con-
ducted several missile tests 
this year in contravention of 
United Nations resolutions 
amid rising tension in the 
region.

The Pyongyang govern-
ment is subject to stringent 
sanctions as a result of its 
nuclear weapons and ballis-
tic missile programme. For 
its part, North Korea accuses 
the US of adopting hostile 
policies.

The US and South Korea 
are to conduct joint field 
exercises again this year 
during their joint manoeu-
vres after reducing them in 
recent years as a diplomatic 
gesture.

dpa 
BerLin 

FIre crews were struggling to 
contain multiple blazes burning 
in eastern Germany on Thurs-
day, with the biggest source 
of concern the tense situation 
at a mountainous area on the 
German-Czech border, where 
flames erupted at the weekend 
and continue to spread.

The region is called Saxon 
Switzerland on the German side 
and Bohemian Switzerland on 
the Czech side. German author-
ities said at least five fires are 
burning in their territory and 
fear the number will increase.

The spokesperson for the 
regional council of the Saxon 
Switzerland park, Thomas 
Kunz, warned that “it looks as 
though the situation could get 
worse, the state of affairs is get-
ting more and more tense.” In 
the Czech republic, nearly 500 
firefighters are battling the blaz-
es that have already consumed 
around 1,000 hectares of land, 
making it one of the largest for-
est fires in the country’s history.

Czech authorities will re-
lease more water from the 
country’s dam system along a 
tributary to the elbe river, to 
assist with firefighting in the 
region, Agriculture Minister 
Zdenek Nekula said.

The outflow from the Vl-
tava Cascade is to be increased 
by 20 cubic metres per second, 
equivalent to more than 1.7 mil-
lion cubic metres of additional 
water per day.

The additional water is in-
tended to raise levels on the 
elbe to facilitate the work of 
helicopters picking up water to 
fight fires on both the Czech and 
German sides of the border.

In Saxony, around 340 
firefighters were engaged in 
battling the blazes. The dense 
plumes of smoke over the for-
est meant that water-bombing 
helicopters used to fight the 
fires were unable to take off on 
Thursday morning.

only the changing winds 
in the course of the day ena-
bled the use of the helicop-
ters. The emergency workers 
focussed on preventing more 
fires from spreading from the 
Czech border.

The fire originally broke out 
in the Czech republic’s Bohe-
mian Switzerland national park 

at the weekend then spread to 
Germany’s Saxon Switzerland 
national park on Monday.

experts warned the fires 
could lead to soil erosion and 
large boulders shifting and fall-
ing, as trees and their roots are 
consumed by the flames.

Saxony declared a state of 
emergency on Tuesday in the 
affected region and warned 
people to avoid the area, which 
is popular with tourists.

Laws on civilians entering 
the forest have been tightened 
in the state of Saxony, with 
regional capital Dresden an-
nouncing a forest fire danger 

level of stage four to be valid 
from Thursday.

At stage four, civilians are 
prohibited from leaving roads 
and paths when travelling 
through forests, as the danger 
of inadvertently starting a fire is 
higher off-road.

The interior minister of 
the province of Saxony, Armin 
Schuster, praised the emergen-
cy workers for their commit-
ment and promised to provide 
all possible support.

He called on people to 
stay away from the forests and 
warned that it will take some 
time before the fires are com-

pletely extinguished.
“I fear that the rain fore-

cast for Saturday will not be 
enough,” Schuster said.

Meanwhile, in the eastern 
German state of Brandenburg, 
the situation had relaxed a bit 
by Thursday morning, only for 
flames to reignite in the after-
noon.

Smouldering fire pockets 
with temperatures between 
40 and 180 degrees present a 
constant danger of the flames 
erupting again in the elbe-
elster district, located between 
the cities of Cottbus and Leip-
zig, officials said.

Blazes along German-Czech  
border show no sign of abating

Firefighters work to contain a wildfire as it continues to burn in a forest near the town of Hrensko, Czech Republic recently. (AFP)

dpa 
MoScow/BerLin

THe Kremlin said on 
Thursday that it hoped for 
the speedy return to ser-
vice of a repaired turbine 
for Nord Stream 1, russia’s 
biggest gas pipeline to eu-
rope.

The turbine has been 
the main player in a weeks-
long saga about dwindling 
natural gas flows, in what 
top German and european 
Union officials say is a po-
litically motivated move by 
Moscow that is fuelling an 
energy crisis in europe.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said that as 
soon as russia received the 
turbine from Germany it will 
be re-installed at the Por-
tovaya compressor station.

Moscow has repeatedly 
blamed the piece of equip-
ment for the cuts to gas 
flows, denying that it is a 
response to Western sanc-
tions over the invasion of 
Ukraine.

The turbine is important 
for creating the pressure 
needed to pump the gas 
through the pipeline, which 
delivers russian gas to a 
terminal in northern Ger-
many, according to russian 
state energy giant Gazprom.

Gazprom and its con-
tractor Siemens energy 
are blaming each other for 
the hold-up. The two sides 
accuse each other of not 
providing the necessary 
documents to transport the 
turbine from Germany to 
russia.

Gazprom reduced deliv-
eries through Nord Stream 

1 to 20% of maximum ca-
pacity on Wednesday, citing 
safety regulations.

The German govern-
ment, on the other hand, 
accuses russia of playing 
games and using gas as a 
geopolitical weapon.

The turbine in ques-
tion had undergone repairs 
in Canada and was then 
trapped there by Western 
sanctions on russia.

After pleas from Berlin, 
ottawa granted an exemp-
tion earlier this month and 
the equipment was sent on 
to Germany and readied for 
onward transport to russia, 
but has since been in limbo.

German economy Min-
ister robert Habeck said 
the country was facing its 
“greatest energy crisis” ever 
- and blamed it on an over-
dependence on russian en-
ergy that has been growing 
for decades.

“Within months and 
just a few years we will en-
sure that we will overcome 
this dependence,” Habeck 
said.

He pointed to the re-
search and developments 
taking place in the field of 
hydrogen energy. 

“This is the future,” 
Habeck said, although he 
also warned that the coun-
try will have to endure this 
winter and the next before 
new technologies can com-
pensate for russian energy 
imports.

Habeck warned that 
households face paying 
hundreds more for gas this 
coming winter as costs spi-
ral while supply from rus-
sia is throttled.

Kremlin says it 
hopes Nord  
turbine can be  
installed quickly

Anti-colonial protest as Pope 
holds Mass in Quebec

dpa 
QuéBec 

TWo protestors held up a 
banner calling for the Catholic 
Church to reverse a 15th cen-
tury policy that backed seiz-
ing land from non-Christians 
at the start of a Mass led by 
Pope Francis near Quebec on 
Thursday.

After the procession into 
Sainte Anne de Beaupré near 
the city, they held up the ban-
ner with the words: “rescind 
the doctrine.” The mass, which 
was attended by around 2,000 
congregants, went ahead.

Pope Francis looked in the 
direction of the protestors who 
were then led from the church, 
as shown in a television broad-
cast by Vatican News.

Pope Francis is in Canada 
to meet Indigenous people 
and to ask forgiveness for the 
abuse and violence perpetrat-
ed by clerics on children edu-
cated in boarding schools that 
were once run by the church.

Many Indigenous people 
were present, as was Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, who 
had called on the pope to apol-
ogize on behalf of the church.

During his sermon, Fran-
cis called for the faithful to 
face up to the scandals. Mem-
bers of the church need to 
confront the feeling of fail-
ure and query what had hap-
pened, he said.

“In confronting the scan-
dal of evil and the Body of 
Christ wounded in the flesh 
of our indigenous brothers 
and sisters, we too have expe-
rienced deep dismay; we too 
feel the burden of failure,” he 
said.

The pope did not refer to 
the protest. He was to meet 

church representatives later 
in the day.

earlier in his visit, the 
pope asked Canada’s First Na-
tions, Métis and Inuit people 
for forgiveness for the crimes 
committed against their chil-
dren over decades in the net-
work of schools.

Created by the state and 
run by the church, the in-
stitutions aimed to adapt 
and convert the children to 
Christian society. The reality 
the children faced was one of 
violence, sexual abuse, hunger 
and disease.

Pope Francis gives his homily as he celebrates Mass at the National 
Shrine of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré in Quebec on Thursday. (AFP)
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GoMA, drc: The death toll has risen to 22 from a days-long 
demonstration against the united nations mission in the east-
ern democratic republic of congo (drc).

Government spokesman Patrick Muyaya Katembwe on 
wednesday confirmed the demonstration’s death toll and said 
a further 67 people were injured, some seriously. The riots 
began on Monday when violent protesters stormed a un build-
ing in the city of Goma in north Kivu province. Security forces 
responded with tear gas and gunfire. 

civil society organizations had initially reported six deaths, 
with the government on Tuesday evening reporting 18 deaths, 
including a un peacekeeping soldier, two un police officers 
and 15 civilians. (dpa)

Death toll rises to 22 in Congo protests 
against UN mission

BAMAKo: dozens of government troops, civilians and extrem-
ists have been killed and injured in attacks on two military out-
posts in Mali, the country’s army reported early on Thursday.

in the fighting following the attacks in the towns of Sokolo 
and Kalumba in the centre of the west African country early on 
wednesday morning, 15 government soldiers, three civilians 
and 48 of the attackers were killed.  A further 25 soldiers were 
injured, five of them seriously, the report said, describing the 
attackers as extremists. 

Another attack on a military outpost in Sévaré was prevent-
ed, the report said, with three vehicles used by the attackers 
destroyed and military equipment seized. A week ago, a mili-
tary base outside the capital of Bamako was attacked. Mali, a 
landlocked country with a population of more than 20 million, 
has seen three military coups since 2012. (dpa)

Dozens killed in attack on two military 
outposts in Mali

News 
in brief

Overall, there have been 
almost 200,000 visa 
applications, meaning just 
over half of those who 
have applied have arrived 
in Britain



DARRYLL J PINES &
 GREGORY WASHINGTON

W
E see so many remarka-
ble families whose loved 
ones have been silenced 
by bullets, stand before 
crowds and cameras 

and, despite unfathomable grief, 
plead for their fellow Americans 
to act out against senseless, pre-
ventable gun violence.

And, often, advocates from 
varied walks of life join them: 
A big-time coach who went off 
script to punctuate what is more 
important than a basketball 
game. A Hollywood actor who 
held up a girl’s pair of green 
sneakers as a symbol of anguish 
and loss. A US senator who fell to 
his knees on the floor of the Capi-
tol, begging his colleagues to act.

Today, in the wake of another 
horrifying spate of gun violence 
across our country, we add uni-
versity presidents to the call for 
change.

Why? Because guns are now 
the leading cause of death for 
young people, and we are charged 
with shaping young minds to 
tackle the grand challenges of 
our time. Because we lead com-
munities that are deeply affected 
by the mass slaughter of citizens, 
and some weeks it feels like the 
flags at our public institutions fly 
ceaselessly at half-staff. Because 
universities are often the source 
of change and progress. And be-
cause we believe in science and 
data, and when we look at the 
facts, gun violence is a public 
health crisis — full stop.

So, as leaders of the two larg-
est public research institutions 
in the Washington region, we 
looked at ourselves and asked: 
What can we do to end this 
scourge of senseless gun vio-
lence?

Of course, we have watched 
the negotiations just miles away 
on Capitol Hill. We know legisla-
tive actions can have significant 
impacts, and gun safety laws can 
save lives. But university presi-
dents are not in the business of 
enforcement; we are invested 
in the power of education. The 
two of us, in fact, are engineers 
trained to test and craft solutions. 

So while we will keep our eyes on 
Congress, we put our hands to 
work on campus.

We are assembling our non-
partisan, data-driven, research-
based faculty experts from dis-
ciplines across our campuses 
— from public health and busi-
ness to psychology, engineering 
and conflict resolution — to edu-
cate our communities about the 
many facets of this complex issue. 
They are academics who spend 
years dedicated to inquiry and 
discovery, so that they can share 
knowledge that is based on facts. 
And we are being joined by other 
universities in the Washington, 
DC, region through what’s been 
designated the 120 Initiative, 
named in honor of the more than 
120 people who die on average 
each day from gun violence. The 
effort is being coordinated by the 
Consortium of Universities of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
and includes 15 other schools, 

each with their own experts to 
contribute to the cause, in addi-
tion to ours.

Our two institutions also will 
ask our artists and creators to 
help us tell the stories of the vic-
tims, because they are not statis-
tics, they are not digits to be tal-
lied up in a horrific math exercise. 

And, most importantly, we 
will search anew for ways to re-
duce gun violence not just by leg-
islating, but by changing human 
behavior and conditions that may 
lead to violence. 

Together, we accept the re-
sponsibility of finding innovative 
solutions that cross all political 
parties, cultures, races and geog-
raphies.

We acknowledge this issue is 
polarizing. We, of course, have 
students, staff and faculty on our 
campuses who are proud and re-
sponsible gun owners. As places 
dedicated to the open market-
place of ideas, we welcome their 

voices to this discussion, honor 
their perspectives and appeal 
to everyone to rally around our 
common goals of gun safety and 
preventing loss of life. So far in 
2022, we have lost more than 
23,000 Americans to gun deaths 
— five every hour, around the 
clock. We must do better.

We are indebted to the coach, 
the actor, the senator and all the 
unlikely advocates who are not 
letting our friends and neighbors 
become numb to the mass shoot-
ings we have experienced far too 
often. We grieve with the families 
who have suffered a loss so great 
that we cannot imagine.

We offer up our faculty who 
are experts in their field and can 
provide trusted, nonpartisan 
analysis and data. We offer up our 
campuses, which are designed to 
be marketplaces of ideas and lab-
oratories for democracy.  

And we join the call for 
change.

Opinion

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

A Research Initiative To 
Stem Gun Violence

The new research will find ways to reduce gun violence by changing human  
behaviour and conditions that may lead to violence. It aims to find innovative solutions 

that cross all political parties, cultures, races and geographies
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The Webb Telescope Is A Bargain
CRAIG HOLMAN

T
HOSE spectacular pictures 
of galaxies forming at a time 
very near the origin of the 
universe from the James 
Webb Space Telescope came 

at a pretty price: $9.7 billion, to 
be precise. It is fair to ask, “Is the 
Webb telescope project worth the 
price?”

The James Webb Space Tel-
escope project began in 1996 with 
an expected launch in 2007 for a 
relatively low cost of $1 billion to 
$3.5 billion. But the project under-
went a bewildering array of delays 
and unexpected scientific chal-
lenges. By the time the telescope 
was launched on Christmas Day 
2021, the cost spiraled to nearly 
$10 billion. One journal referred 
to Webb as “the telescope that ate 
astronomy.”

To be fair, that price tag covers 
the entire lifetime of the project, 
and it has been partly shouldered 
by the European and Canadian 

space agencies as well as NASA. 
The telescope is scheduled to be op-
erational for more than five years 
in space but has enough fuel to last 
more than 10 years, if all goes well.

In assessing whether we are 
getting our money’s worth, con-
sider what we stand to gain beyond 
the stunning pictures of the cosmos 
as it existed 13 billion years ago. 
The primary mission of JWST is to 
better understand the life history of 
the universe. The universe is ever-
expanding since its origin in the 
Big Bang, casting light from distant 
objects in reddish tones. Unlike 
the Hubble Telescope, the Webb 
is an infrared telescope, making 
it uniquely sensitive to deep red 
light and 100 times more power-
ful. Webb can see much deeper into 
space and farther back in time than 
any instrument ever invented on 
Earth.

JWST will show us galaxies 
as they were when the universe 
was less than a billion years old. 
It will show us galaxies colliding 

and merging and revealing their 
chemical secrets. We are going to 
look straight into black holes and 
their escaping materials. These are 
the sights that will help unravel the 
history of our universe. What price 
is that alone worth?

A secondary mission of the 
Webb telescope is to probe for an 
answer to the age-old question: 

“Are we alone in the universe?” 
Webb is already searching for 
Earth 2.0 — exoplanets with envi-
ronments similar to Earth capable 
of sustaining life as we know it. 
JWST will examine the atmos-
pheres of exoplanets beyond our 
solar system for oxygen or methane 
gases that signal living organisms. 
Though not likely, maybe Webb 

will find evidence of other sentient 
beings. JWST offers the best shot to 
date at such discoveries.

This new eye on the universe 
will test, challenge and develop 
the science of physics. Hundreds 
of years ago, the first telescopes 
revealed that the Earth is not the 
center of the universe. Today’s bet-
ter understanding of how the uni-
verse works is what, for better or 
worse, brought us computers and 
cellphones. Who knows how Webb 
may retool human knowledge, but 
experience suggests it will most 
certainly affect our learning curve.

The James Webb Space Tel-
escope project has enthralled the 
imaginations of people all over the 
globe. A recent online poll found 
that three in five Americans be-
lieve the Webb telescope has been 
a good investment. Only 13 percent 
of those polled thought it was a bad 
investment.

Most people were not even 
thinking about the price tag when 
the James Webb Space Telescope 

lit up our screens with remarkable 
detail of emerging stellar births 
and individual stars within the cos-
mic clouds of Carina Nebula, near 
the center of the universe. “Aston-
ishment in the face of incredible 
beauty,” as one observer poetically 
described the image. And this is 
just a sneak preview of what is yet 
to come.

The Webb telescope is likely 
to change how we understand the 
universe, refine our knowledge of 
physics and cosmology, and rewrite 
our textbooks. Webb is offering our 
best chance yet to finally answer the 
question: “Are we alone?”

Even aside from the eventual 
scientific and economic spinoffs, 
simply better knowing our place in 
the universe cannot be measured 
in dollars. Yes, indeed, the James 
Webb Space Telescope is worth the 
price and so much more.

(Craig Holman is a gov-
ernment affairs lobbyist for 
Public Citizen.)

AS the third Chicago Police Depart-
ment officer to commit suicide in 
less than a month was laid to rest 

this past weekend, arguments and anger 
over the city’s overtaxed police force took 
on a new sense of urgency.

The deaths understandably have in-
flamed long-simmering condemnation 
of the department’s increasingly routine 
and, in many eyes, inhumane practice of 
canceling days off at short notice because 
of deep staffing shortages, made worse 
of late by shortfalls in recruitment and 
retention.

It has become increasingly routine 
for police Supt. David Brown to increase 
officers’ shifts to 12-hour days and nix 
days off as violent crime rates have 
soared, along with such other relevant 
factors as the ongoing pandemic, street 
protests and the continuing dramatic 
shortfalls in police recruitment and re-
tention.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot didn’t help 
matters much when she remarked late 
last month that officers get “incredible” 
amounts of time off as part of their con-
tract. She walked back her comments 
July 19 to acknowledge this is “probably 
the most difficult 
time in our nation’s 
history” for police 
officers and that her 
administration “un-
derstands the neces-
sity of really empha-
sizing health and 
well-being.”

That matters. As 
the always-outspo-
ken and frequently 
controversial Fraternal Order of Police 
President John Catanzara said in last 
Wednesday’s City Council meeting, of-
ficers deserve time to decompress after 
witnessing “trauma after trauma after 
trauma” on the job, including seeing 
“dead bodies … emaciated babies” and 
victims of domestic violence. That un-
dergo all this without even time to grab 
meaningful sleep between shifts.

It also doesn’t help police morale, or 
reflect a sense of common decency, for 
the families of fallen officers to be kept 
waiting for decisions on whether the loss 
of their loved ones qualifies for line-of-
duty designation. The families of three 
officers who died of COVID-19 have been 
waiting seven months from the time of 
their passing, Catanzara said, to receive 
a line-of-duty designation.

Deaths in the line of duty can qualify 
the officers’ families to receive the de-
ceased officer’s salary for a year from the 
time of the officer’s death, as well as pen-
sion benefits, pending approval from the 
city’s pension fund.

Delays in that process were a top 
concern among stress-related problems 
highlighted by a group of displeased al-
dermen who stood outside City Hall last 
Wednesday with families of fallen offic-
ers to call for public hearings on stress 
and other mental health issues afflicting 

the city’s police force.
The aldermen included Silvana Ta-

vares, 23rd, Matt O’Shea, 19th, Anthony 
Napolitano, 41st, Anthony Beale, 9th 
and Raymond Lopez, 15th, who also is 
one of the announced candidates run-
ning for mayor in 2023.

They presented a worthy list of legiti-
mate concerns about the safety, morale 
and well-being of police, although some 
of their proposed remedies, to put it 
mildly, call for further debate.

Among their proposals are a limit on 
the ability of the Chicago Police Depart-
ment to cancel regularly scheduled days 
off, a 30-day time limit on salary benefit 
decisions for families of deceased police 
officers and, to help relieve staff short-
ages, allowing officers from other de-
partments to transfer to CPD “under a 
modified training program.”

Beefing up the department’s ability 
to service the families of deceased offic-
ers is a very important goal that will have 
to be worked out in light of the larger 
staffing problems. But the city owes at 
least that much to the families.

Lightfoot quickly expressed her op-
position to giving officers more rights to 

refuse having their 
days off canceled, 
correctly seeing it 
as an infringement 
on the City Coun-
cil’s ability to set 
personnel rules and 
policies. Yet, Light-
foot surely knows 
that the overall 
problem remains 
and needs to be 

remedied before it becomes a possible 
reelection campaign issue.

The same can be said for the city’s 
tragic challenges with high stress and 
mental illness. A 2017 report by the U.S. 
Department of Justice found the depart-
ment’s suicide rate was 60% higher than 
the national average.

The city has responded with beefed-
up programs, according to Dr. Robert 
Sobo, director of the department’s Em-
ployee Assistance Program. They in-
clude 11 licensed clinicians, drug and 
alcohol services — including six officers 
conducting meetings and assessments 
— and peer support groups of about 200 
officers, all volunteers.

Many progressives who fight for bet-
ter working conditions in both the public 
and private sectors often fail to include 
rank-and-file police officers in their cam-
paigns, remaining silent even in the face 
of working conditions that any reason-
able person can see have deteriorated in 
Chicago to an unacceptable extent. This 
is short-sighted in the extreme. Workers 
who must make snap, life-and-death de-
cisions on a daily basis need to do so with 
the benefit of adequate rest.

Police face more than enough danger 
on the streets of Chicago. We must not 
leave them to fight their mental health 
battles alone.

Police Force Must Not 
Be Left Alone To Fight 

Their Stress Battles

Actor Matthew McConaughey and his wife Camila Alves arrive to speak about the recent mass shooting at an  
elementary school in Uvalde during a press briefing at the White House in Washington DC.
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FIGHTBACK

DPA
ATHENS

GERMAN Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock called for 
a systematic investigation into 
allegations of illegal “push-
backs” of migrants on reach-
ing the European Union’s ex-
ternal borders during a visit to 
Athens on Thursday.

“If we look away from this, 
then our values will go under 
in the Mediterranean Sea,” 
Baerbock said after visiting a 
refugee camp near the Greek 
capital and the EU’s Frontex 
border protection agency in 
the port of Piraeus.

European values had to be 
maintained at the EU’s bor-
ders as well, she said. “This of-
ten concerns the weakest. This 
is about men and women who 

have been fleeing for years. 
This is about small children,” 
Baerbock said.

Greek border guards have 
for years been criticized for 
systematically pushing back 
migrants attempting to cross 
the border from Turkey in or-
der to stop them applying for 
asylum in Greece. 

Frontex is also accused of 
being involved in the push-

backs, which are illegal under 
international law.

Baerbock called for more 
support for Greece in secur-
ing the bloc’s external borders 
and for a joint EU sea rescue 
operation for refugees at-
tempting to cross the Mediter-
ranean to Europe.

Private organizations are 
currently mounting rescue 
operations. “Over the medium 
term, this task needs to be-
come a state task again,” Bae-
rbock said.

According to the UN’s 
refugee agency, the UNHCR, 
around 6,250 people have 
crossed into Greece from Tur-
key since the beginning of the 
year, either via the land border 
or from the Turkish coast to 
the Greek islands. There have 
been repeated accidents and 

deaths, with Athens and An-
kara each blaming the other.

At the start of the visit, 

Baerbock visited a former 
prison in Athens operated by 
the occupying forces of the 

Nazi regime during World 
War II where resistance fight-
ers and civilians were held 
and tortured between 1941 
and 1944.

She then laid flowers at 
the Holocaust Memorial in 
Athens.

Baerbock confirmed that 
Germany continued to reject 
Greek demands for war repa-
rations. Germany sees the is-
sue as closed, basing its posi-
tion on the 1990 Two Plus Four 
Agreement in terms of which 
the country was reunified.

Greece, along with Poland, 
continues to press a claim for 
reparations.

On Friday, Baerbock is to 
hold talks with Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
and Foreign Minister Nikos 
Dendias before travelling on 

to Turkey. 
The combined visit to 

the two NATO members was 
particularly important dur-
ing difficult times, she said in 
an interview with the Greek 
daily Ta Nea, in reference to 
Russian attempts to split the 
Western alliance.

Relations between the two 
have deteriorated, with Turkey 
questioning the sovereignty of 
Greek islands in the eastern 
Aegean and demanding the 
withdrawal of Greek military 
units, while Greece points to 
the presence of landing boats 
on the Turkish coast.

Turkish jets repeatedly 
overfly Greek islands, and the 
two are also at loggerheads 
over gas under the seafloor in 
a conflict that involves Cyprus 
as well.

German envoy calls for probe of migrant pushbacks on visit to Greece

Russia aims to shut down 
Jewish Agency despite 
protest from Israel

DPA
MOSCOW

RUSSIA’S Justice Ministry 
is pursuing its action to close 
down the Jewish Agency for 
Israel in the face of protest 
from Israel, with a date set for 
a hearing, a spokeswoman told 
dpa in Moscow on Thursday.

The case is to be dealt with 
on August 19, after the parties 
involved met for a preliminary 
discussion in the Basmanny 
district court in the Russian 
capital to set a date for the pro-
ceedings.

A delegation from Israel 
with ministerial representa-
tives and lawyers had ear-
lier arrived in Moscow to hold 
talks on the future of the agen-
cy, which is active all over the 
world. Talks were reported to 
be scheduled between Israeli 
Foreign Ministry lawyers and 
representatives of the Russian 
Justice Ministry.

The Jewish Agency for Is-
rael works to maintain Jew-
ish cultural identity and close 

links between the community 
and Israel. Russia accuses 
the organization of acting in 
contravention of Russian law, 
without providing details.

According to media re-
ports, the agency is accused 
of illegally collecting personal 
data from Russian citizens. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov has denied reports that 
closing the agency is aimed at 
preventing a brain drain after 
many Russians left the coun-
try following the invasion of 
Ukraine.

The many Russians with 
Jewish roots make use of their 
right to an Israeli passport to 
leave the country. Accord-
ing to the Israeli authorities, 
almost 17,000 people have 
left Russia this year for Israel 
- more than double the figure 
last year.

Many Israelis suspect that 
Russia is seeking to punish 
Israel for its condemnation 
of the invasion, even though 
Israel has refused to impose 
sanctions on Russia.

DPA
KIEV 

UKRAINIAN President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said on 
Thursday that he is confident 
of victory in the face of Rus-
sia’s invasion, as he honoured 
a new holiday marking the 
country’s statehood.

It was a troubled morn-
ing with missile terror, but 
Ukraine would not give up, 
Zelensky announced in Kiev. 
He congratulated citizens on 
the first-ever Ukrainian State-
hood Day, which is celebrated 
in addition to Independence 
Day on August 24.

“Ukraine is an independ-
ent, free and indivisible state. 
And it will be so forever,” 
Zelensky said. He published 
an emotional video about the 
country’s struggle against the 
Russian occupiers. The coun-
try was fighting for its free-
dom, he said.

Earlier, pro-Russian east-
ern Ukrainian separatist leader 
Denis Pushilin said it was time 
to take the cities of Kharkiv, 
Odessa and Kiev as well.

In the war, which has en-
tered its sixth month, Zelensky 
said Ukraine has so far lost 
control of about 20% of its ter-
ritory. He called for more heavy 
weapons from the West to stop 
Russian attacks and liberate 
occupied territories.  With the 
new holiday, which Zelensky 
had set last year, Ukraine is 
also countering Russian claims 
that it is not a real state at all, 
but an artificial entity.

Zelensky had repeatedly 
and resolutely rejected this. 
Last year, for example, he de-
clared that Orthodox Christi-
anity spread out of Kiev more 
than 1,000 years ago.

In Kiev, Grand Prince Vo-
lodymyr (Vladimir) had de-
clared Christianity the form 
of government on July 28, 
988. In the past, Russians and 
Ukrainians had celebrated it 
together. The Russian parlia-
ment had also elevated the day 
to a national day of commemo-
ration in 2010.

The anniversary of Chris-
tianization was already a le-
gal commemoration day in 
Ukraine, but not a day off.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive in the Kher-

son region in the south of the 
country is gathering pace, ac-
cording to British assessments.

“Their forces have highly 
likely established a bridgehead 
south of the Ingulets River, 
which forms the northern 

boundary of Russian-occupied 
Kherson,” the Ministry of De-
fence in London announced 
on Thursday. The Inhulets is a 
tributary of the Dnipro River.

With the help of artillery 
supplied by the West, Ukrain-

ian forces damaged at least 
three bridges over the Dnipro 
that Russia relies on to supply 
its occupied territories, it said, 
citing intelligence.

One of them was the 1-kilo-
metre-long Antonivskiy Bridge 

near the city of Kherson, which 
was hit again on Wednesday 
and is now most likely unusable.

This makes the Russian 
49th Army, which is stationed 
on the west bank of the Dnipro, 
look extremely vulnerable, the 
report said further.

The city of Kherson, the 
most politically important city 
under Russian control, was 
also now all but cut off from 
the rest of the occupied terri-
tories. “Its loss would severely 
undermine Russia’s attempts 
to paint the occupation as a 
success,” the British Ministry 
of Defence stressed.

Zelensky confident of victory as 
he marks Ukraine’s statehood day

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv on Thursday. (AFP)

DPA
WASHINGTON

US SECRETARY of State 
Antony Blinken said he 
plans to soon speak to Rus-
sian counterpart Sergei Lav-
rov for the first time since 
the war in Ukraine began 
to discuss the release of de-
tained US citizens.

“I plan to raise an issue 
that’s a top priority for us: 
the release of Americans Paul 
Whelan and Brittney Griner, 
who’ve been wrongfully de-
tained and must be allowed 
to come home,” Blinken told 
reporters at the State Depart-
ment on Wednesday.

Whelan has been impris-
oned for alleged espionage 
since his arrest in 2018.

US professional basket-
ball player Griner is on trial 
for a drug offence after be-
ing detained in February at 
a Moscow airport, days be-
fore Russian troops invaded 
Ukraine.

On Wednesday, the play-
er admitted to the Khimki 
court in the Moscow region 
that she was carrying can-
nabis, but explained it was 
for medical reasons, the In-
terfax news agency reported.

Griner used the drug as 
a painkiller in consultation 
with a doctor, a common 
practice in the US, she said. 
“I had no intention of violat-
ing any law of the Russian 
Federation,” Interfax quotes 
her as saying.

The Olympic champion, 
who plays in Russia in the 
US off-season, has been in 
pre-trial detention, which 
was most recently extended 
until December 20. She is 
accused of drug possession 
and faces up 10 years in pris-

on if found guilty.
In order to facilitate their 

release, Blinken revealed 
that Washington had put 
forward a “substantial pro-
posal” to Moscow several 
weeks ago, and that the two 
sides have been discussing it 
since.

“I’ll use the conversation 
to follow up personally and, 
I hope, move us toward a 
resolution.” Blinken did not 
elaborate on the proposal.

US broadcaster CNN, 
citing anonymous sources, 
said the Biden administra-
tion has offered to exchange 
imprisoned Russian arms 
trafficker Viktor Bout for 
Griner and Whelan.

Bout was convicted in 
a US court in 2011 and is 
serving a 25-year prison sen-
tence.

Blinken said he would 
also speak to Lavrov about 
recent deal agreed to by 
Moscow and Kiev to resume 
Ukrainian grain exports.

Blinken to speak to 
Lavrov about deal to free 
detained US citizens

Russian TV journalist opposed to Ukraine war handed new fine
DPA

MOSCOW

THE Russian television jour-
nalist famous for interrupt-
ing a news broadcast with a 
protest against the invasion of 
Ukraine was handed another 
fine by a Moscow court on 
Thursday for defiling the rep-
utation of the country’s army.

The court sentenced Ma-
rina Ovsyannikova to a fine 
of 50,000 roubles ($820), the 
state-run Ria Novosti news 
agency reported. In her de-
fence, Ovsyannikova cited her 

right to freedom of expres-
sion.

The former employee of 
the Channel One Russia tel-
evision broadcaster has been 
ordered to pay several fines 
for her protests against the 
invasion.

On this occasion, she was 
charged in connection with 
an anti-war protest linked to 
a court case brought against 
the opposition politician Ilya 
Yashin, a long-term critic of 
the Kremlin, who is currently 
in prison.

Ovsyannikova, who for 

years produced positive re-
ports on President Vladimir 
Putin, had earlier posted 
photographs on social media 
standing with a placard near 
the Kremlin reading “Putin is 
a murderer” and “His soldiers 
are fascists.” Ovsyannikova 
came to international fame 
in March, when she held up 
a placard on state television 
reading: “Stop the war. Don’t 
believe the propaganda. Here 
you are being lied to.” She 
later reported for the German 
newspaper Welt, but has since 
returned to Russia.

There are extensive re-
strictions on reporting about 
Moscow’s war, launched in 
February, which in Russia 
may only be referred to as a 
“special operation.” Further 
regulations prevent people 
from bringing the country’s 
armed forces into disrepute.

The strict rules, imposed 
shortly after the war began, 
have been accompanied by a 
crackdown on independent 
media that has forced many 
critical outlets to cease their 
coverage or close down alto-
gether.

Marina Ovsyannikova in Moscow 
on Thursday. (AFP)
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A view of the courtyard of shopping complex following an attack in central Kharkiv on Wednesday. (AFP)

Key target 
With the help of artillery 
supplied by the West, 
Ukrainian forces damaged at 
least three bridges over the 
Dnipro that Russia relies on to 
supply its occupied territories, 
it said, citing intelligence

US WNBA basketball super-
star Brittney Griner holds 
photographs standing inside 
a defendants’ cage before a 
hearing at the Khimki Court, 
outside Moscow on Wednes-
day. (AFP)

A Sea-Watch 3 crew member approaches an inflatable boat in distress 
with 120 people on board in the central Mediterranean recently. (AFP)

Meetings
On Friday, Baerbock is to 
hold talks with Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis and Foreign 
Minister Nikos Dendias 
before travelling on to 
Turkey
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THE Business Year (TBY), a 
global media group that has 
been providing investors, 
businesses, and govern-
ments with first-hand in-
sights into the world’s most 
dynamic markets for over a 
decade, has been present in 
Qatar for eight consecutive 
years, alongside a promi-
nent presence across the 
GCC since 2012. 

After a year-long period 
of research and analysis, TBY 

is preparing to launch The 
Business Year: Qatar 2022, 

World Cup Special Edition. 
The report will launch in 

partnership with the Min-
ister of Commerce and 

Industry, the Qatari Busi-
nessmen Association, and 
the Qatari Businesswomen  
Association. 

The publication comes at 
a crucial time for Qatar as it 
gears up to play host to the 
2022 FIFA World Cup. The 
country has also recently 
emerged from a regional 
crisis that saw its borders 
blockaded, successfully nav-
igated the pandemic, and is 
now engaging with Europe 
to ensure energy security in 
the face of Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine.

It is in this climate that 
TBY’s research was carried 
out. Upon release, the pub-
lication will feature inter-
views with around 150 busi-
ness leaders from across the 
economy. 

Key areas of focus will in-
clude the impact and legacy 
of the World Cup, the evolu-
tion of the financial ecosys-
tem, the energy transition 
embodied by the rebranding 
of Qatar Petroleum to Qatar 
Energy, the latest develop-
ments at the North Field 
Expansion project, and the 

evolving role of women in 
the local economy.

The Business Year: Qa-
tar 2022, World Cup Spe-
cial Edition will be available 
digitally this August via the-
businessyear.com, Press-
Reader, and Google Books. 

It will also be available 
for users of Bloomberg Ter-
minal, Refinitiv Eikon, Dow 
Jones Factiva, and FactSet. 
The physical edition will 
be officially launched at 
the Qatar Investment Sum-
mit 2022 in Doha this  
September.

The Business Year gears up to launch its eighth edition

US economy shrinks for a 2nd 
quarter, raising recession fear

AGENCIES

THE US economy shrank from 
April through June for a sec-
ond straight quarter, contract-
ing at a 0.9% annual pace and 
raising fears that the nation 
may be approaching a reces-
sion.

The decline that the Com-
merce Department reported 
Thursday in the gross domes-
tic product — the broadest 
gauge of the economy — fol-
lowed a 1.6% annual drop 
from January through March. 
Consecutive quarters of falling 
GDP constitute one informal, 
though not definitive, indica-
tor of a recession.

The GDP report for last 
quarter pointed to weakness 
across the economy. Consum-
er spending slowed as Ameri-
cans bought fewer goods. 
Business investment fell. 
Inventories tumbled as busi-
nesses slowed their restocking 
of shelves, shaving 2 percent-
age points from GDP.

Higher borrowing rates, 
a consequence of the Federal 
Reserve’s series of rate hikes, 
clobbered home construction, 
which shrank at a 14% annual 
rate. Government spending 
dropped, too.

The report comes at a criti-

cal time. Consumers and busi-
nesses have been struggling 
under the weight of punish-
ing inflation and higher loan 
costs. On Wednesday, the Fed 
raised its benchmark rate by 
a sizable three-quarters of a 
point for a second straight 
time in its push to conquer 
the worst inflation outbreak in 
four decades.

The Fed is hoping to 
achieve a notoriously difficult 
“soft landing”: An economic 
slowdown that manages to 

rein in rocketing prices with-
out triggering a recession.

Apart from the United 
States, the global economy as 
a whole is also grappling with 
high inflation and weakening 
growth, especially after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine sent 
energy and food prices soar-
ing. Europe, highly depend-
ent on Russian natural gas, 
appears especially vulnerable 
to a recession. In the United 
States, the inflation surge and 
fear of a recession have erod-

ed consumer confidence and 
stirred anxiety about the econ-
omy, which is sending frus-
tratingly mixed signals. And 
with the November midterm 
elections nearing, Americans’ 
discontent has diminished 
President Joe Biden’s public 
approval ratings and could in-
crease the likelihood that the 
Democrats will lose control of 
the House and Senate.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
and many economists have 
said that while the economy 

is showing some weakening, 
they doubt it’s in recession. 
Many of them point, in par-
ticular, to a still-robust labor 
market, with 11 million job 
openings and an uncommonly 
low 3.6% unemployment rate, 
to suggest that a recession, if 
one does occur, isn’t here yet.

“The back-to-back contrac-
tion of GDP will feed the debate 
about whether the U.S. is in, or 
soon headed for, a recession,” 
said Sal Guatieri, senior econo-
mist at BMO Capital Markets. 
“The fact that the economy 
created 2.7 million payrolls in 
the first half of the year would 
seem to argue against an of-
ficial recession call for now.” 
Still, Guatieri said, “the econ-
omy has quickly lost steam in 
the face of four-decade high in-
flation, rapidly rising borrow-
ing costs and a general tighten-
ing in financial conditions.” In 
the meantime, Congress may 
be moving toward approving 
action to fight inflation un-
der an agreement announced 
Wednesday by Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer and 
Sen. Joe Manchin, a West Vir-
ginia Democrat. Among other 
things, the measure would 
allow Medicare to negotiate 
prescription drug prices with 
pharmaceutical companies, 
and the new revenue would be 
used to lower costs for seniors 
on medications.

In the wake of Thursday’s 
second straight negative GDP 
report, Biden downplayed the 
news, pointing to continued 
low unemployment and strong 
hiring.

A man shops at a supermarket on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, in New York. The U.S. economy shrank from 
April through June for a second straight quarter, contracting at a 0.9% annual pace and raising fears that 
the nation may be approaching a recession.

Facebook’s Meta 
posts first-ever  
revenue decline

AGENCIES

FACEBOOK-PARENT Meta 
reported on Wednesday its 
first quarterly revenue drop 
and a plunging profit as the so-
cial media powerhouse battles 
a turbulent economy and the 
rising phenomenon of TikTok.

Meta had long delivered 
seemingly endless upward 
growth but after this income 
miss -- and reporting earlier 
this year its first decline in 
global daily users -- the com-
pany sounded a more modest 
tone.

“This is a period that de-
mands more intensity, and 
I expect us to get more done 
with fewer resources,” CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg told analysts 
after the firm reported a 36 
percent drop in profit to $6.7 
billion.

Meta also said that revenue 
in the recently ended quarter 
ebbed a percent to $28.8 bil-
lion, its first such slip since 
the firm, then known simply 
as Facebook, went public in 
2012.

“The year-over-year drop 
in quarterly revenue signifies 
just how quickly Meta’s busi-
ness has deteriorated,” said 
analyst Debra Aho William-
son.

“The good news, if we can 
call it that, is that its com-
petitors in digital advertis-
ing are also experiencing a 
slowdown.” Meta however 
reported an increase in daily 
Facebook users to 1.97 billion, 
defying analysts’ predictions 
of a drop, but noted monthly 
users fell about two million to 
2.93 billion.

Its shares were down 
around 3.5 percent in after-
hours trading, continuing 
a decline in the firm’s stock 
since February that has erased 
about half of its value.

Meta has also faced steady 
scrutiny from lawmakers and 
regulators over not only its 
massive strength in the social 
media market, but also its im-
pact on the health of its users.

The results came just hours 
after US regulators announced 

they would try to block Meta’s 
acquisition of virtual reality 
fitness app maker Within, a 
potential blow to the tech gi-
ant’s metaverse ambitions.

“This acquisition poses 
a reasonable probability of 
eliminating both present and 
future competition,” the FTC 
complaint said. “And Meta 
would be one step closer to 
its ultimate goal of owning 
the entire ‘Metaverse.’” Meta 
is focused on building its 
metaverse vision for the inter-
net’s future, betting heavily on 
the interactive virtual world 
that the company believes will 
ensure its powerful position.

The social media giant said 
the FTC’s move defied real-
ity, and expressed confidence 
that its buy of Within would 
be good for VR users as well as 
developers who make apps in 
that market.

“The FTC’s case is based 
on ideology and speculation, 
not evidence,” Meta said in re-
sponse to an AFP inquiry.

Meta has also faced tur-
bulence as it tries to adapt 
its platforms to better battle 
short-video app TikTok, which 
is threatening the Silicon Val-
ley giant’s primacy.

Meta-owned Instagram is 
attempting to quell complaints 
by users including celebrities 
Kylie Jenner and Kim Kar-
dashian who say changes have 
made it too much like TikTok, 
including video recommenda-
tions.

Instagram chief Adam 
Mosseri posted a video on 
Twitter addressing the com-
plaint, saying a number of 
changes were being experi-
mented with and promising 
not to abandon photo sharing 
at the service.

The year-over-year drop in 
quarterly revenue signifies 
just how quickly Meta’s 
business has deteriorated.
Analyst Debra Aho Williamson

UNDERSECRETARY of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Sultan bin Rashid Al 
Khater met with Ambassador Hasan Kleib, Deputy Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and an accompanying delegation  
currently visiting Qatar.

The meeting touched on various cooperation aspects between Qatar and 
WIPO, and discussed strengthening the partnership between the two sides. The 
convening parties sought to evaluate the implementation of joint projects and 
programmes, as well as future opportunities to enhance partnerships and mecha-
nisms to support and develop national intellectual property (IP) policies and 
competencies. Furthermore, Khater extended Qatar’s appreciation to WIPO for its 
support in developing IP policies and systems in the State of Qatar, particularly 
in terms of the development of the National IP Strategy, which capitalizes on the 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) signed between the two sides. 

The various joint projects aim to achieve the objectives in the State of Qatar’s 
national development plan, in line with the national economic policy. They also 
align with economic diversification policies and the transition to a knowledge-
based economy within the framework of Qatar National Vision 2030.

At the conclusion of the meeting, His Excellency the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry reiterated Qatar’s commitment and permanent 
support to WIPO in developing a balanced and effective international IP system 
that encourages innovation and creativity.

WIPO is a global forum for IP expertise, services, policy and cooperation. It 
provides technical assistance to its member states to help build relevant skills 
and capabilities. Moreover, WIPO is one of the oldest specialised United Nations 
agencies and one of the largest international organisations in Geneva. (TNN)

MOCI UNDERSECRETARY MEETS WITH WIPO DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL

US economy  
contracts 0.9%  
in April-June and  
1.6% in Jan-March
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CHINA’S troubled property 
sector suffered another blow 
this month when frustrated 
homebuyers stopped making 
mortgage payments on units 
in unfinished projects.

The boycott came with 
many developers struggling 
to manage mountains of debt, 
and fears swirling that the 
crisis could spread to the rest 
of the Chinese -- and global -- 
economy.

How big is China’s  
property sector?

Colossal. Property and re-
lated industries are estimated 
to contribute as much as a 
quarter of China’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP).

The sector took off after 
market reforms in 1998. There 
was a breathtaking construc-
tion boom on the back of de-
mand from a growing middle 
class that saw property as a 
key family asset and status 
symbol.

The bonanza was fueled 
by easy access to loans, with 
banks willing to lend as much 
as possible to both developers 
and buyers.

Mortgages make up almost 
20 percent of all outstanding 
loans in China’s entire bank-
ing system, according to a 
report by ANZ Research this 
month.

Many developments rely 
on “pre-sales”, with buyers 
paying mortgages on units in 
projects yet to be built.

Unfinished homes in China 
amount to 225 million square 
meters of space, Bloomberg 
News reported.

Why did it plunge into 
crisis?

As property developers 
flourished, housing prices also 
soared.

That worried the govern-
ment, which was already con-
cerned about the risk posed by 
debt-laden developers.

It launched a crackdown 
last year, with the central bank 
capping the proportion of out-
standing property loans to to-
tal lending by banks to try to 
limit the threat to the entire 

financial system.
This squeezed sources of 

financing for developers al-
ready struggling to handle 
their debts.

A wave of defaults ensued, 
most notably by China’s big-
gest developer, Evergrande, 
which is drowning in li-
abilities of more than $300  
billion.

On top of the regulatory 
clampdown, Chinese prop-
erty firms were also hit by the 
COVID crisis -- the economic 
uncertainty forced many 
would-be homebuyers to re-
think their purchase plans.

How have homebuyers 
reacted?

Evergrande’s decline had 
sparked protests from home-
buyers and contractors at its 
Shenzhen headquarters in 
September last year.

In June this year, a new 
form of protest emerged: the 
mortgage boycott.

People who had bought 

units in still-unfinished pro-
jects announced they would 
stop making payments until 
construction resumed.

Within a month, the boy-
cott spread to homebuyers in 
more than 300 projects in 50 
cities across China.

Many of the unfinished 
projects were concentrated in 
Henan province, where mass 
protests in response to rural 
bank fraud broke out and were 
suppressed.

Chinese lenders said last 
week that the affected mort-
gages account for less than 
0.01 percent of outstanding 
residential mortgages, but 
analysts say the fear is how far 
the boycotts will spread.

Why is there global con-
cern?

China is the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, with 
deep global trade and finance 
links.

If the property crisis 
spreads to China’s financial 

system, the shock would be 
felt far beyond its borders, 
analysts say.

“Should defaults escalate, 
there could be broad and se-
rious economic and social 
implications,” Fitch Ratings 
wrote in a note on Monday.

This echoed a warning 
by the U.S. Federal Reserve, 
which said in May that while 
China has managed to contain 
the fallout so far, a worsening 
property crisis could impact 
the country’s financial system 
too.

The crisis could spread 
and impact global trade and 
risk sentiment, the Fed said in 
its May 2022 Financial Stabil-
ity Report.

What can China do to fix 
it?

A bailout or rescue fund 
for the entire property sector 
is unlikely, even as mortgage 
boycotts mount, analysts say, 
as those would mean the gov-
ernment is admitting to the 

scale of the crisis.
A major bailout may also 

encourage developers and 
home buyers to continue with 
risky decisions as they would 
see the government and banks 
taking on responsibility.

But pressure has been 
building on Chinese banks to 
help ease the situation. Chi-
na’s banking regulator said 
Thursday that it would help 
ensure that projects are com-
pleted and units handed over 
to buyers.

Some intervention has 
happened at the local level 
in Henan province, where a 
bailout fund was set up in col-
laboration with a state-backed 
developer to help stressed pro-
jects.

Chen Shujin at Jefferies 
Hong Kong said local govern-
ments, developers and home-
owners might also be able to 
negotiate interest waivers and 
suspension of mortgage pay-
ments for a certain period on 
a case-by-case basis.

Why the world is worried 
about China’s property crisis

Property and related industries are estimated to contribute as much as a quarter of China’s GDP.

Toyota set to lead 
global sales in H1 
for 3rd year in row

AGENCIES

TOYOTA Motor Corp. 
group is set to lead global 
auto sales in the first half of 
2022, topping the list ahead 
of German rival Volkswa-
gen AG for the third straight 
year, amid a global chip 
shortage and COVID-19 
lockdowns in China, indus-
try data showed Thursday.

The Japanese automak-
er said it sold roughly 5.14 
million vehicles globally in 
the reporting period, in-
cluding those sold by the 
group’s minivehicle maker 
Daihatsu Motor Co. and 
truck manufacturer Hino 
Motors Ltd., down 6.0 per-
cent from a year earlier, 
marking the first drop in 
two years.

The fall in sales stemmed 
from reduced global output, 
which declined 3.8 percent 
to 5.10 million units, also 
shrinking for the first time 
in two years, although it 
managed to limit the impact 
of the semiconductor short-
age that has dealt a blow to 
automakers worldwide.

Toyota’s global sales 
surpassed that of rival Volk-
swagen, whose global sales 

plunged 22.2 percent to 
3.88 million vehicles in the 
reporting period.

“Sales volume has never 
been our top priority,” a 
Toyota official said after the 
release of its results. “We 
will continue to prioritize 
safety and quality and strive 
to make better cars.” Im-
pacted largely by the parts 
shortage, Toyota’s domes-
tic sales plunged 18.1 per-
cent to 954,173 units, with 
domestic output shedding 
17.7 percent to 1.74 million 
units, as many cars pro-
duced in Japan incorporate 
cutting-edge componentry 
that relies on semiconduc-
tors.

Overseas sales dropped 
2.8 percent to 4.18 million 
vehicles, but overseas pro-
duction grew 5.6 percent 
to 3.35 million units, regis-
tering a record high for the 
first half-year period thanks 
to expanded production ca-
pacity in China.

The automaker’s global 
sales in June, excluding 
those of Daihatsu and Hino, 
fell 3.2 percent from a year 
earlier to 817,321 units. Its 
global production dropped 
4.6 percent to 793,378 cars.

AGENCIES

FACEBOOK is letting violent 
hate speech slip through its 
controls in Kenya as it has in 
other countries, according to a 
new report from the nonprofit 
groups Global Witness and 
Foxglove.

It is the third such test of 
Facebook’s ability to detect 
hateful language — either via 
artificial intelligence or hu-
man moderators — that the 
groups have run, and that the 
company has failed.

The ads, which the groups 
submitted both in English and 
in Swahili, spoke of behead-
ings, rape and bloodshed. 
They compared people to 
donkeys and goats. Some also 
included profanity and gram-
matical errors. The Swahili 
language ads easily made it 
through Facebook’s detection 
systems and were approved 
for publication.

As for the English ads, 
some were rejected at first, but 
only because they contained 
profanities and mistakes in 
addition to hate speech. Once 
the profanities were removed 
and grammar errors fixed, 
however, the ads — still call-

ing for killings and containing 
obvious hate speech — went 
through without a hitch.

“We were surprised to see 
that our ads had for the first 
time been flagged, but they 
hadn’t been flagged for the 
much more important reasons 
that we expected them to be,” 
said Nienke Palstra, senior 
campaigner at London-based 
Global Witness.

The ads were never posted 
to Facebook. But the fact that 
they easily could have been 
shows that despite repeated 
assurances that it would do 
better, Facebook parent Meta 
still appears to regularly fail 
to detect hate speech and calls 
for violence on its platform.

Global Witness said it 
reached out to Meta after its 
ads were accepted for publica-
tion but did not receive a re-
sponse. On Thursday, howev-
er, Global Witness said it did 
receive a response earlier in 
July but it was lost in a spam 
folder. Meta also confirmed 
Thursday it sent a response.

“We’ve taken extensive 
steps to help us catch hate 
speech and inflammatory con-
tent in Kenya, and we’re in-
tensifying these efforts ahead 

of the election. We have dedi-
cated teams of Swahili speak-
ers and proactive detection 
technology to help us remove 
harmful content quickly and 
at scale,” Meta said in a state-
ment. “Despite these efforts, 

we know that there will be 
examples of things we miss or 
we take down in error, as both 
machines and people make 
mistakes. That’s why we have 
teams closely monitoring the 
situation and addressing these 

errors as quickly as possible.” 
Each time Global Witness has 
submitted ads with blatant 
hate speech to see if Face-
book’s systems would catch it, 
the company failed to do so. In 
Myanmar, one of the ads used 

a slur to refer to people of east 
Indian or Muslim origin and 
call for their killing. In Ethio-
pia, the ads used dehumaniz-
ing hate speech to call for the 
murder of people belonging to 
each of Ethiopia’s three main 
ethnic groups — the Amhara, 
the Oromo and the Tigrayans.

Why ads and not regular 
posts? That’s because Meta 
claims to hold advertisements 
to an “even stricter” standard 
than regular, unpaid posts, ac-
cording to its help center page 
for paid advertisements.

Meta has consistently re-
fused to say how many con-
tent moderators it has in 
countries where English is not 
the primary language. This in-
cludes moderators in Kenya, 
Myanmar and other regions 
where material posted on the 
company’s platforms has been 
linked to real-world violence.

Kenya is readying for a 
national election in August. 
On July 20, Meta posted a 
detailed blog post on how it 
is preparing for the country’s 
election, including establish-
ing an “operations center” and 
removing harmful content.

“In the six months leading 
up to April 30, 2022, we took 

action on more than 37,000 
pieces of content for violat-
ing our Hate Speech policies 
on Facebook and Instagram 
in Kenya. During that same 
period, we also took action on 
more than 42,000 pieces of 
content that violated our Vio-
lence & Incitement policies,” 
wrote Mercy Ndegwa, director 
of public policy in East & Horn 
of Africa.

Global Witness said it re-
submitted two of its ads, one 
in English and one in Swa-
hili, after Meta published its 
blog post to see if anything 
has changed. Once again, the 
ads went through. “If you’re 
not catching these 20 ads, 
this 37,000 number that you 
are celebrating, that is prob-
ably the tip of the iceberg. You 
have to think that there’s a lot 
that’s (slipping through) your 
filter,” Palstra said.

The Global Witness report 
follows a separate study from 
June that found that Face-
book has failed to catch Islam-
ic State group and al-Shabab 
extremist content in posts 
aimed at East Africa. The re-
gion remains under threat 
from violent attacks as Kenya 
prepares to vote.

In a third test, Facebook still fails to block hate speech

The Facebook app is shown in the app store on a smart phone in Surfside, Fla., on April 23, 2021. Accord-
ing to a new report from the nonprofit groups Global Witness and Foxglove, Facebook is letting violent hate 
speech slip through its controls in Kenya as it has in other countries. It is the third such test of Facebook’s 
ability to detect hateful language — either via artificial intelligence or human moderators — that the 
groups have run, and that the company has failed.

Russia fines WhatsApp, Snapchat over data storage
AGENCIES

RUSSIAN regulators have 
fined chat service WhatsApp 
and Snapchat for failing to 
store Russian users’ data on 
local servers, part of govern-
ment efforts to control online 

activity.
A Moscow court on Thurs-

day imposed an 18 million 
ruble ($300,000) fine on 
chat service WhatsApp and a 
1 million ruble penalty on dis-
appearing message platform 
Snapchat. The fines followed 

a complaint by Russia’s state 
communications regulator, 
Roskomnadzor.

The Russian government 
has been trying for years to 
establish greater control over 
the internet and social media, 
an effort that has intensified 

in recent months as it tries to 
limit the flow of information 
about Ukraine.

Neither Facebook parent 
Meta Platforms Inc., which 
owns WhatsApp, nor Snap 
Inc., which runs the Snapchat 
app, responded to a request 

for comment.
The court said it was fin-

ing WhatsApp for repeatedly 
refusing to localize data of 
Russian users. WhatsApp re-
ceived its first Russian fine, 
for 4 million rubles, in August 
2021.

Average US long-term 
mortgage rates retreat

AGENCIES

AVERAGE long-term U.S. 
mortgage rates retreated this 
week just as the Federal Re-
serve announced another big 
rate hike in its bid to get four-
decade high inflation under 
control.

Mortgage buyer Freddie 
Mac reported Thursday that 
the 30-year rate fell back to 
5.3% from 5.54% last week. 
One year ago the average 30-
year rate was 2.8%.

The average rate on 15-
year, fixed-rate mortgages, 
popular among those refinanc-
ing their homes also retreated, 
to 4.58% from 4.75% last week. 

A year ago at this time the rate 
was 2.1%.

The Fed on Wednesday 
ratcheted up its main borrow-
ing rate by three-quarters of a 
point, the second such increase 
in less than two months. The 
central bank also raised its 
benchmark rate by a half-point 
in May.

Rapidly hiking rates risks 
tossing the U.S. economy into 
a recession, but it’s the Fed’s 
most powerful tool to get price 
increases back to its 2% annual 
target. Also Thursday, the Com-
merce Department reported 
that the U.S. economy shrank 
from April through June for a 
second straight quarter.
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How do we know when a  
recession has begun?

The U.S. economy has contracted 
for two straight quarters, inten-
sifying fears that the nation is 
on the cusp of a recession — if 
not already in one — barely two 

years after the pandemic recession officially 
ended.

Six months of contraction is a long-
held informal definition of a recession. Yet 
nothing is simple in the post-pandemic 
economy. Its direction has confounded Fed-
eral Reserve policymakers and many private 
economists since growth screeched to a halt 
in March 2020 as COVID-19 struck and 20 
million Americans were suddenly thrown 
out of work.

Even as the economy shrank over the 
first half of this year, employers added 2.7 
million jobs — more than in most entire 
years before the pandemic struck. And the 
unemployment rate has sunk to 3.6%, near 
a half-century low. Robust hiring and ex-
ceedingly low unemployment aren’t consist-
ent with a recession.

While most economists — and Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell — have said they don’t think 
the economy is in recession, many increas-
ingly expect an economic downturn to begin 
later this year or next.

Either way, with inflation raging at its 
highest level in four decades, Americans’ 
purchasing power is eroding. The pain is be-
ing felt disproportionately by lower-income 
and Black and Hispanic households, many 
of whom are struggling to pay for higher-
cost essentials like food, gas and rent. Com-
pounding those pressures, the Fed is jacking 
up interest rates at the fastest pace since the 
early 1980s, thereby magnifying borrowing 
costs for homes and cars and credit card 
purchases.

As a result, regardless of whether a re-
cession has officially begun, Americans have 
increasingly soured on the economy,

So how, exactly, do we know when an 
economy is in recession? Here are some an-
swers to such questions:

Who decides when a recession has 
started? 

Recessions are officially declared by 
the obscure-sounding National Bureau of 
Economic Research, a group of economists 
whose Business Cycle Dating Committee 
defines a recession as “a significant decline 
in economic activity that is spread across 
the economy and lasts more than a few 
months.”

The committee considers trends in hir-
ing as a key measure in determining re-
cessions. It also assesses many other data 
points, including gauges of income, em-
ployment, inflation-adjusted spending, re-
tail sales and factory output. It puts heavy 
weight on jobs and a gauge of inflation-
adjusted income that excludes government 
support payments such as Social Security.

Yet the NBER typically doesn’t declare 
a recession until well after one has begun, 
sometimes for up to a year. Economists con-
sider a half-point rise in the unemployment 
rate, averaged over several months, as the 
most historically reliable sign of a down-
turn.

Do two straight quarters of economic 

contraction equal a recession?
That’s a common rule of thumb, but it 

isn’t an official definition.
Still, in the past, it has been a useful 

measure. Michael Strain, an economist 
at the right-leaning American Enterprise 
Institute, notes that in each of the past 10 
times that the economy shrank for two con-
secutive quarters, a recession has resulted.

Still, even Strain isn’t sure we’re in re-
cession now. Like many economists, he 
notes that the underlying drivers of the 
economy — consumer spending, business 
investment, home purchases — all grew in 
the first quarter.

Overall gross domestic product — the 
broadest measure of the nation’s output — 
declined at a 1.6% annual rate from Janu-
ary through March because of one-off fac-
tors, including a sharp jump in imports and 
a post-holiday season drop in businesses’ 
inventories. Many economists expect that 
when GDP is revised later this year, the first 
quarter may even turn out to be positive.

“The basic story is that the economy is 
growing but still slowing, and that slow-
down really accelerated in the second quar-
ter,” Strain said.

Don’t a lot of people think a recession 
is coming? 

Yes, because many people now feel 
more financially burdened. With wage gains 

trailing inflation for most people, higher 
prices for such essentials as gas, food, and 
rent have eroded Americans’ spending  
power.

This week, Walmart reported that higher 
gas and food costs have forced its shoppers 
to reduce their purchases of discretionary 
spending such as new clothing, a clear sign 
that consumer spending, a key driver of the 
economy, is weakening. The nation’s largest 
retailer, Walmart reduced its profit outlook 
and said it will have to discount more items 
like furniture and electronics.

And the Fed’s rate hikes have caused av-
erage mortgage rates to double from a year 
ago, to 5.5%, causing a sharp fall in home 
sales and construction.

Higher rates will also likely weigh on 
businesses’ willingness to invest in new 
buildings, machinery and other equipment. 
If companies reduce spending and invest-
ment, they’ll also start to slow hiring. Rising 
caution among companies about spending 
freely could lead eventually to layoffs. If the 
economy were to lose jobs and the pub-
lic were to grow more fearful, consumers 
would further reduce spending.

The Fed’s rapid rate hikes have raised 
the likelihood of recession in the next two 
years to nearly 50%, Goldman Sachs econo-
mists have said. And Bank of America econ-
omists now forecast a “mild” recession later 
this year, while Deutsche Bank expects a re-

cession early next year.

What are some signs of an impend-
ing recession? 

The clearest signal that a recession is 
under way, economists say, would be a 
steady rise in job losses and a surge in un-
employment. In the past, an increase in the 
unemployment rate of three-tenths of a per-
centage point, on average over the previous 
three months, has meant that a recession 
will soon follow.

Many economists monitor the number 
of people who seek unemployment benefits 
each week, which indicates whether layoffs 
are worsening. Weekly applications for job-
less aid, averaged over the past four weeks, 
have risen for eight straight weeks to nearly 
250,000, the highest level since last Novem-
ber. While that is a potentially concerning 
sign, it is still a low level historically.

Any other signals to watch for? 
Many economists also monitor changes 

in the interest payments, or yields, on differ-
ent bonds for a recession signal known as an 
“inverted yield curve.” This occurs when the 
yield on the 10-year Treasury falls below the 
yield on a short-term Treasury, such as the 
3-month T-bill. That is unusual. Normally, 
longer-term bonds pay investors a richer 
yield in exchange for tying up their money 
for a longer period.

Inverted yield curves generally mean 
that investors foresee a recession that will 
compel the Fed to slash rates. Inverted 
curves often predate recessions. Still, it can 
take 18 to 24 months for a downturn to ar-
rive after the yield curve inverts.

For the past two weeks, the yield on the 
two-year Treasury has exceeded the 10-year 
yield, suggesting that markets expect a re-
cession soon. Many analysts say, though, 
that comparing the 3-month yield to the 10-
year has a better recession-forecasting track 
record. Those rates are not inverted now.

Will the Fed keep raising rates even 
as the economy slows? 

The economy’s flashing signals — slow-
ing growth with strong hiring — have put 
the Fed in a tough spot. Chair Jerome Pow-
ell is aiming for a “soft landing,” in which 
the economy weakens enough to slow hiring 
and wage growth without causing a reces-
sion and brings inflation back to the Fed’s 
2% target. But Powell has acknowledged 
that such an outcome has grown more diffi-
cult to achieve. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and China’s COVID-19 lockdowns have 
driven up prices for energy food, and many 
manufactured parts in the U.S.

Powell has also indicated that if neces-
sary, the Fed will keep raising rates even 
amid a weak economy if that’s what’s need-
ed to tame inflation.

Screens display end-of-day trading results at the New York Stock Exchange on May 12, 2022, in New York. A longstanding rule of thumb holds that a recession occurs when the economy shrinks for two 
consecutive quarters. On Thursday, July 28 the government will report gross domestic product, the broadest measure of the nation’s output of goods and services, for the April-June quarter. Some  
economists forecast it will show the economy shrank — for the second quarter in a row. 

AGENCIES

JETBLUE Airways has agreed 
to buy Spirit Airlines for $3.8 
billion and create the nation’s 
fifth-largest airline if the deal 
can win approval from anti-
trust regulators.

The agreement Thurs-
day capped a months-long 
bidding war and arrives one 
day after Spirit’s attempt to 
merge with fellow budget 
carrier Frontier Airlines fell 
apart.

Spirit CEO Ted Christie 
is being thrust into the awk-
ward position of defending a 
sale to JetBlue after arguing 
vehemently against it, say-
ing that antitrust regulators 
would never let it happen.

“A lot has been said over 
the last few months obvious-
ly, always with our stakehold-
ers in mind,” Christie said on 
CNBC. “We have been listen-
ing to the folks at JetBlue, 
and they have a lot of good 
thoughts on their plans for 
that.” JetBlue’s case for regu-
latory approval rests on two 

main arguments: That its size 
makes it better positioned to 
force bigger airlines to reduce 
fares; and that it has already 
volunteered to give up Spirit 
gates and takeoff and landing 
slots at key airports in New 
York, Boston and Florida.

JetBlue CEO Robin Hayes 
said those concessions will let 
other low-cost carriers, in-
cluding Frontier, bolster their 
presence and thus increase 
competition.

“The real issue here 
though is clearly what can 
we do in the U.S. to make a 
more competitive airline in-
dustry against the large, big 
four airlines,” Hayes said in 
an interview. “We believe the 
most disruptive, the most ef-
fective thing that we can do is 
build a bigger JetBlue more 
quickly than we otherwise 
could.” Together, JetBlue and 
Spirit would have about 9% 
of the U.S. air-travel market. 
American, United, Delta and 
Southwest control about 80% 
when international flights are 
included.

Hayes said Spirit planes 
will be converted to JetBlue’s 
configuration, which allows 
for more legroom and means 
there will be fewer seats for 
sale on each flight. He said 
JetBlue will increase the pay 
of Spirit employees.

JetBlue and Spirit have 
been talking for the past 
several weeks, mostly about 
things such as how Spirit can 

retain key employees while its 
fate is up in the air. The finan-
cial terms of the deal did not 
change after early July.

Shares of Spirit, based in 
Miramar, Florida, rose 4% in 
midday trading Thursday, to 
$25.31, still below the price 
that JetBlue is offering. Jet-
Blue shares slipped 2%, and 
Frontier — seen as benefitting 
if Spirit disappears as a dis-

count competitor — jumped 
19%.

Spirit Airlines regularly 
ends up as the worst, or close 
to the worst, when airlines 
are ranked by the rate of con-
sumer complaints. Still, some 
consumer advocates worry 
that fares will rise if it disap-
pears.

Spirit and similar rivals 
Frontier and Allegiant charge 
rock-bottom fares that appeal 
to the most budget-conscious 
leisure travelers, although 
they tack on more fees that 
can raise the cost of flying.

“Spirit is going to dis-
appear, and with it, its low 
cost structure,” said William 
McGee of the anti-merger 
American Economic Liberties 
Project. “Once Spirit is ab-
sorbed (into JetBlue), there 
is no question that fares are 
going to go up.” Others, how-
ever, say that Frontier will 
grow — it has a large number 
of planes on order — and fill 
any gap left by Spirit in the 
cheapest segment of the air-
travel market.

JetBlue and Spirit will 
continue to operate inde-
pendently until the agree-
ment is approved by regula-
tors and Spirit shareholders, 
with their separate loyalty 
programs and customer ac-
counts.

The companies said they 
expect to conclude the regu-
latory process and close the 
transaction no later than the 
first half of 2024. If that hap-
pens, the combined airline 
would be based in JetBlue’s 
hometown of New York and 
led by Hayes. It would have a 
fleet of 458 planes.

JetBlue said Thursday 
that it would pay $33.50 
per share in cash for Spirit, 
including a prepayment of 
$2.50 per share in cash pay-
able once Spirit stockhold-
ers approve the transaction. 
There is also a ticking fee 
of 10 cents per share each 
month starting in January 
2023 through closing to com-
pensate Spirit shareholders 
for any delay in winning regu-
latory approval.

If the deal doesn’t close 
due to antitrust reasons, Jet-
Blue will pay Spirit a reverse 
break-up fee of $70 million 
and pay Spirit sharehold-
ers $400 million, minus any 
amounts paid to the share-
holders prior to termination.

Spirit and Frontier an-
nounced their plan to merge 
in February, and Spirit’s 
board stood by that deal even 
after JetBlue made a higher-
priced offer in April. How-
ever, Spirit’s board could 
never convince the airline’s 
shareholders to go along. A 
vote on the merger was post-
poned four times, then cut 
short Wednesday when Spirit 
and Frontier announced they 
were terminating their agree-
ment, which made a Spirit-
JetBlue coupling inevitable.

JetBlue anticipates $600 
million to $700 million in an-
nual savings once the trans-
action is complete. Annual 
revenue for the combined 
company is anticipated to be 
about $11.9 billion, based on 
2019 revenues.

JetBlue agrees to buy Spirit for $3.8 billion after bidding war

A line of Spirit Airlines jets sit on the tarmac at the Orlando Interna-
tional Airport on May 20, 2020, in Orlando.
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Nashwa gallops to Qatar Nassau 
Stakes win at Glorious Goodwood

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
GOODWOOD (UK) 

IN the presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the third day of 
the QREC-sponsored Qatar 
Goodwood Festival unfolded 
on Thursday at the Goodwood 
Racecourse.

The five-day Festival will 
continue up to Saturday.

HE Sheikh Joaan crowned 
the winners of the day’s fea-
ture, the Gr1 Qatar Nassau 
Stakes.

Present at the events of the 
day were HE Fahad bin Mo-
hammed Al Attiyah, Ambas-
sador of the State of Qatar to 
the United Kingdom, HE Issa 
bin Mohammed Al Mohanna-
di, Chairman of Qatar Racing 
& Equestrian Club (QREC), 
Hamad bin Abdulrahman 
Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of 
QREC and Chairman of the 
Asian Racing Federation, 
Khalifa bin Mohammed Al 
Attiyah, QREC Board Mem-
ber and Al Shaqab Executive 
Director, Ahmad bin Moham-
med Alabdulmalik, QREC 
Board Member, Abdulla 
Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Rac-
ing Manager, and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali Director of 
QREC Chairman Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department.

The echoes of the events 
of the first two days of the 
five-day Festival, have been 
very high hailed given their 
outstanding success in terms 
of both organisation and top-
quality racing as well as the 
large-scale participation of 
many stars, especially with 

the increasing attendance of  
racegoer.

The Qatari success on the 
second day has added to re-
sounding success with Khalifa 
bin Sheail Al Kuwari’s Lady 
Princess landing the Gr1 PA 
Qatar International Stakes for 
the second year in a row. The 
small-sized but mighty six-
year-old mare kept the covet-
ed title for Qatar for the fourth 
straight year, cementing Qa-

tar’s standing as the world’s 
leader in Arabian racing.

Nashwa and Doyle  
prove irresistible in Qatar 
Nassau Stakes 
Nashwa (Frankel – Princess 
Loulou) confirmed herself 
as one of the best fillies of 
her generation by running 
away with the G1 Qatar Nas-
sau Stakes for her owner-
breeder Imad Al Saga, under 

Hollie Doyle, the first female 
jockey to win the 10-furlong  
showpiece.

Having raced in last early 
on, Nashwa made ground 
smoothly to challenge on 
the outside of runners in the 
straight before stretching 
away in the final furlong for 
an authoritative length-and- 
three-quarter success. Aristia 
(Starspangledbanner) posted 
a career-best in second, with 

Lilac Road (Mastercraftsman) 
third after meeting trouble in 
running.

Nashwa, who carried 
Doyle into the history books 
when winning the Prix de Di-
ane last month, is a fifth win in 
the race for trainer John Gos-
den and his first in partner-
ship with son Thady.

“We were drawn nine and 
we didn’t want to get caught 
on the outside with daylight”, 

said John Gosden after the 
race. “We have relaxed in last 
and what they’ve done is sud-
denly pull the pace up … Com-
ing from last made it tough 
on her as they are quickening 
down the hill, but Nashwa has 
got the class and, when the 
ground levelled off, she was 
happier. 

“She is versatile to do that 
from off the pace. I think next 
time we might have to put a 
pacemaker in. I think we will 
stay in against the fillies in 
something like the Prix de 
l’Opera. I don’t want to rush 
taking on colts this year, may-

be next year.” 
Hollie Doyle, said: “It is 

pretty awesome. She gave me 
some feel. A change of tactics 
today from France, but it paid 
off. Nashwa is A1, you can’t 
fault her … She now knows 
what she is doing.” 

Winning owner Imad 
Al Sagar, said: “Nashwa is a 
homebred and I must admit 
that I am very emotional when 
it comes to her … Our target 
will be the Prix de l’Opera on 
Arc day and then the Breeders’ 
Cup for the Filly & Mare Turf. 
She has had a busy season and 
we don’t want to overdo it.”

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, crowned the winners of Qatar Nassau Stakes on Day 2 of the five-
day long Qatar Goodwood Festival at the Goodwood Racecourse on Thursday.

Hollie Doyle, the first female jockey to win the 10-furlong showpiece, guid-
ing Nashwa to Qatar Nassau Stakes victory at Goodwood on Thursday.

Pogba set for specialist visit as 
World Cup hopes hinge on surgery

STATS PERFORM/DPA
ROME 

PAUL Pogba hoped his move to 
Juventus would be a fresh start, 
but already the France mid-
fielder is facing the possibility 
he could miss the World Cup.

Leaving Manchester United 
and returning to Turin looked 
set to be a switch that would al-
low Pogba to set aside a difficult 
time in England, where he was 
plagued by injuries.

However, a knee prob-
lem has hit Pogba in the early 
weeks of his second spell with 
Juventus, and reports on 
Thursday in Italy pointed to 
possible bleak news ahead for 
the player, who was a key fig-
ure as Les Bleus won the World 
Cup four years ago in Russia.

Pogba complained of his 
injury while with Juventus in 
the United States, and initial 
checks led Juventus to an-
nounce he had suffered a le-
sion of the lateral meniscus.

The injury to his right knee 
means Pogba is sure to face a 
spell on the sidelines, and now 
it remains to be seen how long 
that lasts.

It depends on what course 
of action is taken, and Corri-
ere dello Sport reported that 
Pogba would see a specialist 
on Thursday.

The newspaper said there 
were two options that would 
be considered, with the first 
involving the removal of the 
damaged part of the meniscus 
and the second focusing on 
fully repairing the knee. Those 
are the standard options for 
repairing a torn meniscus.

The initial path could see 
Pogba sidelined for around six 
weeks, reports said, but the 
secondary option could see 
him ruled out of action for the 
rest of the calendar year.

Juventus have yet to give 

any indication of how long 
they expect to be without Pog-
ba.

Pogba, 29, spent four years 
at Juventus between 2012 and 
2016, winning four Serie A ti-
tles in that period before mov-
ing to United for a then world 
record fee of $105 million.

The World Cup begins on 
November 21 in Qatar, and 
France boss Didier Deschamps 
would want 91-cap Pogba to 
have proven his fitness well 
in advance of the tournament 
getting under way.

Juventus’ midfielder Paul Pogba runs with the ball against Chivas de 
Guadalajara in Las Vegas, Nevada on July 22 for their Soccer Champi-
ons Tour match at Allegiant Stadium. (AFP)

The initial path could see 
Pogba sidelined for 
around six weeks, reports 
said, but the secondary 
option could see him ruled 
out of action for the rest 
of the calendar year.

EURO 2022

Germany coach giddy over ‘festival’ final
DPA 

MILTON KEYNES (ENGLAND) 

GERMANY coach Martina 
Voss-Tecklenburg cannot 
contain her excitement ahead 
of Sunday’s Euro 2022 final 
against hosts England.

Record eight-times win-
ners Germany, who were not 
among the favourites coming 
into the tournament, sealed 
the Wembley date with a hard-
fought 2-1 win over France on 
Wednesday.

Striker and captain Alex-
andra Popp netted two thump-
ing goals in Milton Keynes to 
secure victory, with midfielder 
Lena Oberdorf also shining.

“It was mega exhausting, 
very, very exciting and a de-
served victory for us,” Voss-
Tecklenburg told reporters as 
her thoughts quickly switched 
to the final.

“It’s going to be a great 
football festival, it’s a classic.” 
She hopes winger Klara Bühl, 
who missed the France semi-
final due to coronavirus, will 
be fit to return.

“We have to wait and see if 
she can come back. She has no 
symptoms. When she is nega-
tive, then we can talk about it. 
We will go day by day,” she said.

There will be another new 
face among the 90,000 at 
Wembley on Sunday with Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
deciding to jet in.

“That was a great perfor-
mance,” he wrote on Twitter. 
“I’m looking forward to going 
to London and supporting the 
German team in the dream 
final against the hosts from 
England at Wembley Stadi-
um.” 

Germany’s striker Alexandra Popp celebrates with teammates scoring her team’s second goal as fans  
rejoice during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 semi-final against France at the Stadium MK, in Milton 
Keynes, England, on Wednesday. Germany won 2-1. (AFP)

More than twice as many fans have attended this year’s record-breaking Women’s European Cham-
pionship than the previous tournament in 2017. Following Wednesday’s second semi-final between 
Germany and France in Milton Keynes, a total of 487,683 people have attended matches at Euro 
2022, up from the previous record of 240,055 during Euro 2017 in the Netherlands.
Stadiums in England have been bustling with fans eager to watch the stars of the women’s game on 
the big stage and several attendance records have been smashed.  
Sunday’s final between hosts England and Germany is anticipated see another record broken for a 
match at a men’s or women’s Euros, with Wembley’s capacity for the showpiece at over 87,000. The 
current highest attendance of 79,115 was for the men’s final in 1964 between hosts Spain and the 
Soviet Union at the Santiago Bernabeu.
This year’s tournament has already seen a record set for the highest attendance for a Women’s 
Euros match, with 68,871 watching England beat Austria 1-0 in the group stage at Old Trafford.
UEFA stated on Thursday: “Nearly 100,000 children have been part of that record-breaking attend-
ance, while 47 per cent of all fans in the stadiums have been female, with a similar fan demograph-
ic anticipated for the final.
“The tournament has been marked by crowds enjoying this family-friendly atmosphere, and the 
same buzz and excitement can be expected for the final between England and Germany on Sunday, 
which is set to establish another major benchmark.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

UEFA expecting final attendance to cap record-breaking tournament
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 Quick read

MERCEDES managed their first double podium of the Formula One 
season at last weekend’s French Grand Prix but head into Sunday’s 
race in Hungary having no real clue how they will perform. Yet Mer-
cedes team boss Toto Wolff now goes to Budapest in hope rather 
than expectation. “It was encouraging to score such a big haul of 
points in France and maximize the situation on Sunday but we know 
there is much work still to do,” he said in a team statement. “The gap 
to the leaders on a single lap persists and we struggle more at the 
start of stints. We need to keep unlocking more performance, and by 
maintaining the culture, mindset and spirit that has spurred on all the 
hard work at the factories, I’m confident we will.” (DPA)

Mercedes boss Wolff hopes to unlock  
more performance in Budapest

44th Chess Olympiad is going to be very special: GM Judit Polgar
ANI

CHENNAI

IMPRESSED with the craze 
and passion for chess in India, 
Hungarian Grandmaster Ju-
dit Polgar said the 44th Chess 
Olympiad will be one of the 
best editions of the prestigious 
event and also lauded the ef-
forts to organise it over a short 
period of time.

“I am very happy to be 
here in the Olympic village. 
It is amazing to see the inter-
est and passion of the peo-
ple here. The enthusiasm in 
the organising committee is 
amazing. To get ready for this 
Olympiad in just four months 
is incredible,” the 45-year-old 
veteran said on Thursday. 

“I have spoken to other 
people and see them appreciat-
ing the effort and I already feel 
from a distance that this Olym-
piad is going to be very special.”

Polgar is considered the 
strongest female chess player 
of all time. After retiring from 
competitive chess in 2014, Ju-
dit has focused all her efforts 
on promoting chess all over 
the world as an ambassador 
of the sport. She was speaking 
at the greet and meet session 
conducted by the All India 
Chess Federation (AICF) at 
the Chess Olympiad venue in 

Mahabalipuram, Chennai.
FIDE President Arkady 

Dvorkovich, AICF President 
Sanjay Kapoor and AICF Sec-
retary and Olympiad Director 
Bharat Singh Chauhan were 
also present at the occasion.

India were handed hosting 
rights in April when FIDE de-
cided to shift the event outside 
the original host country, Rus-
sia. And since then, AICF has 

been putting in Herculean ef-
forts, working round the clock, 
in preparation for this grand 
event which is happening in 
India for the first time ever.

“The biennial Olympiad 
is a celebration of chess, the 
event is aimed at unifying as 
per our motto ‘gens una su-
mus’ which is Latin for ‘we are 
one people’,” FIDE President 
Dvorkovich commented.

AICF President Kapoor fur-
ther explained the challenges 
in the preparation of this event 
and added: “It is the biggest ex-
travaganza ever held in India. 
Enjoy the show. I think this is 
going to usher in a new era for 
chess in India.”

The 44th Chess Olympiad 
will be held from July 28 to Au-
gust 10 with the registration of 
187 countries, a world record in 
terms of the number of partici-
pating countries in a single edi-
tion of the Olympiad.

“It still feels like a dream but 

it’s true that we have managed 
to prepare for the Olympiad in 
just four months,” Olympiad 
Director Chauhan said. He also 
acknowledged and thanked the 
Tamil Nadu government and 
the Central government for 
their help and support.

The Olympiad was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi later in the evening 
on Thursday. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, and Gover-
nor RN Ravi also attended the 
opening ceremony along with 
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur.

Hungarian Grandmaster Judit Polgar speaks to the media in Mahaba-
lipuram, near Chennai, on Thursday.

Dancers perform during the inaugural ceremony of the 44th Chess Olympiad in Mahabalipuram, near Chennai on Thursday. (AFP)

Four-time F1 champion Vettel 
to retire at the end of season

DPA
BUDAPEST 

GERMANY’S Aston Martin 
driver Sebastian Vettel will re-
tire at the end of the Formula 
One season, the 35-year-old 
four-times world champion 
said on Thursday.

His team had sounded 
confident that he would sign 
a new contract, but Vettel has 
instead decided to walk away 
in November. He made the 
announcement in Budapest 
ahead of this weekend’s Hun-
garian Grand Prix.

“The decision to retire has 
been a difficult one for me to 
take, and I have spent a lot of 
time thinking about it,” he said 
in a statement.

“At the end of the year I 
want to take some more time 
to reflect on what I will focus on 
next. “It is very clear to me that, 
being a father, I want to spend 
more time with my family.

“But today is not about say-
ing goodbye. Rather, it is about 
saying thank you - to everyone 
- not least to the fans, without 
whose passionate support For-
mula One could not exist.” 

He won his four world titles 
in a row for Red Bull between 
2010 and 2013. A subsequent 
big move to glamour team Fer-
rari did not work out at all and 
he has struggled to shine in a 
disappointing Aston Martin 
car over the past two seasons.

Vettel has won 53 F1 Grand 
Prix overall and was effectively 

the heir to Michael Schumach-
er as Germany’s motorsport 
hero.

He burst onto the scene in 
extraordinary fashion, win-
ning the 2008 Italian Grand 
Prix from nowhere for smaller 
team Toro Rosso.

From then on he was des-
tined to be an F1 star but never 
captured the German public’s 
imagination like Schumacher, 
with his dominant spell at Red 
Bull characterized by often bor-
ing races where he led from pole.

In latter years he has been 
at the forefront of F1’s push to 
become more environmentally 
friendly. He has criticized the 
sport for its energy-sapping 
excesses and has also been 
campaigning for free speech 
for drivers.

At this year’s Azerbai-
jan Grand Prix, Vettel wore a  
T-shirt with the words “friends” 
and “peace” written on in Rus-
sian, with two hands depicted 
shaking hands. In addition, he 
wore sweatbands in the blue 
and yellow colours of Ukraine.

Vettel had already spoken 
out several times against the 
backdrop of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

His Aston Martin team 
paid tribute to his legacy.

“We made it clear to him 
that we wanted him to con-
tinue with us next year, but 
in the end he has done what 
he feels is right for himself 
and his family, and of course 
we respect that,” team owner 
Lawrence Stroll said.

“He has driven some fan-

tastic races for us, and, behind 
the scenes, his experience and 
expertise with our engineers 
have been extremely valuable. 
He is one of the all-time greats 
of Formula One, and it has 
been a privilege to have been 
able to work with him.” 

Red Bull, who won their 
first driver’s title since Vet-
tel’s haul with current cham-
pionship leader Max Verstap-
pen last year, said in a tweet: 

“Thanks, Seb. Cheers for the 
great times and the four World 
Championships.” 

He is currently 14th in the 
standings, just ahead of fel-
low German and Michael’s son 
Mick Schumacher, and will 
sign off at the season-ending 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix on No-
vember 20 - his 300th F1 race.

His replacement at As-
ton Martin has yet to be an-
nounced.

Aston Martin’s German driver Sebastian Vettel waves to fans during 
the Pit Lane Walk ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at 
the Hungaroring in Budapest on Thursday. (AFP)

Mechanics celebrate as Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstap-
pen wins the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard 
in Le Castellet, southern France, last Sunday. (AFP)

Team principal hails 
Verstappen as Red Bull 

edge towards titles
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

MAX Verstappen is still 
“evolving”, according to Red 
Bull team principal Christian 
Horner, as the Dutchman 
continues his march towards 
successive Formula One world 
championships.

After winning the French 
Grand Prix for a second year 
in a row, Verstappen holds a 
63-point lead over Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc at the top of 
the drivers’ standings.

Another title for the cham-
pion looks almost inevitable 
after he posted six victories in 
his last nine races, and Ver-
stappen’s 2021 rival Lewis 
Hamilton recently claimed it 
will be “smooth sailing” for the 
24-year-old this year.

Speaking to Eurosport, 
Red Bull boss Horner hailed 
Verstappen’s development as 
he suggested the Dutchman 
ranked among the best drivers 
to ever feature for the team.

“I think he’s very much a 
mature package now,” Horner 
said. “He’s got experience be-
hind him but he’s still very, very 
young. “He’s hugely talented 
and is using his experience, 
using his head and his drive, 
his determination is undimin-
ished.  “So he’s just evolving 
still as a person and as a driver.

“It’s very difficult to com-

pare drivers. We’ve had some 
amazing drivers but he is cer-
tainly right up (there).” 

Verstappen and Red Bull 
will bid to extend their fine 
run of form at the Hungarian 
Grand Prix on Sunday.

While Verstappen looks 
likely to cruise to the driv-
ers’ title, Red Bull also hold 
a commanding 82-point 
advantage over Ferrari in 
the battle for the construc-
tors’ championship.

Although Red Bull are clear 
favourites to end Mercedes’ 
8-year stranglehold on the team 
prize, Horner says he is simply 
taking it one race at a time.

“The target is to keep build-
ing on what we’ve achieved. 
There are no finite targets,” 
he added. “It’s just about race-
by-race, season-by-season and 
giving him [Verstappen] a car 
that his talent warrants.

“I still get the same buzz 
driving into the track on race 
morning that I did, even when 
I was driving myself many 
years ago. It’s the competi-
tion, going up against the best 
teams in the world. You need 
to be at the top of your game.

“It’s a team sport, the big-
gest team sport in the world. 
If you’re lucky enough to win 
a Grand Prix, it means every 
single person within that or-
ganization is doing and fulfill-
ing their part and role.”

SEVEN-TIMES world champion Lewis Hamilton has led the trib-
utes to Germany’s Sebastian Vettel, who is retiring from Formula 
One at the end of the season.
Vettel won four world titles with Red Bull from 2010-13 but is 
quitting aged 35 following difficult stints at Ferrari and Aston 
Martin. He is third on the all-time list of F1 race wins (53) be-
hind Michael Schumacher (91) and Briton Hamilton (103).
“Seb, it’s been an honour to call you a competitor and an ever 
greater honour to call you my friend,” 37-year-old Hamilton, who 
ended Vettel’s dominance by winning the first of six titles for 
Mercedes in 2014, wrote on Twitter on Thursday.  
“Leaving this sport better than you found it is always the goal. I have 
no doubt that whatever comes next for you will be exciting, meaning-
ful, and rewarding. Love you, man.”  
Current champion and standings leader Max Verstappen was 
effusive in his praise for Vettel. “He has achieved so much in this 
sport that it’s fully understandable for him to retire,” the Dutch Red 
Bull driver told a news conference ahead of this weekend’s Hungar-
ian Grand Prix. “Of course he’s a great ambassador for the sport.”  
Haas driver Mick Schumacher, son of Michael, wished his fellow 
German well. “I’m so sad that you’re leaving, but at the same 
time excited for you and this new chapter of your life. You’ve 
been and still are such an important person to me and I’m 
thankful for our friendship,” he tweeted.
“Thank you for everything you’ve contributed to the sport we 
both love, I can’t wait for our last races together. Thank you, Seb 
– you’re an inspiration.” (DPA)

Hamilton leads tributes for ‘Seb’

Barcelona announce Kounde deal after seeing off competition
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BARCELONA have an-
nounced they have reached 
an agreement to sign Sevilla 
defender Jules Kounde, with 
the Blaugrana seeing off com-
petition from Chelsea.

Kounde, who has starred 
for Sevilla since arriving from 
Bordeaux in 2019, seemed set 
to join Chelsea after also being 
heavily linked with a move to 
Stamford Bridge throughout 
the 2021 transfer window.

However, despite Barcelo-
na reportedly failing to match 
Chelsea’s offer of £55 million 
($65 million) for the 23-year-
old, the Blaugrana had been 
touted as Kounde’s preferred 
destination.

On Thursday, they an-
nounced a deal is now in place 
with Sevilla for the transfer of 
the France international, with 
the move subject to a medical.

Kounde ranked first in du-

els won (169), second in blocks 
(17) and second in headed 
clearances (56) among Sevilla 
players in La Liga last season.

His arrival represents an-
other major coup for Barca, 
who have already strength-
ened their backline by sign-

ing Andreas Christensen, as 
well as completing marquee 
deals for Robert Lewandowski 
and Raphinha, after bringing 
in free agent Franck Kessie.

Meanwhile, missing out on 
Kounde’s signature will be an-
other source of frustration for 

Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel, 
with the Blues struggling 
throughout a pre-season tour of 
the United States and also being 
turned down by Raphinha, who 
favoured a move to Camp Nou.

Chelsea defenders Ce-
sar Azpilicueta and Marcos 
Alonso continue to be strongly 
linked with moves to Barca.

Atletico complete Molina 
signing from Udinese
Atletico Madrid have com-
pleted the signing of Nahuel 
Molina from Udinese for an 
undisclosed fee.

The Argentina right-back 
has signed a five-year-deal at 
the Wanda Metropolitano, 
where his compatriot Diego 
Simeone is the long-serving 
head coach.

Molina played 68 games 
for Udinese across two sea-
sons, scoring 10 goals and 
recording seven assists for Le 
Zebrette. The 24-year-old has 

also established himself with 
his national side, including 
playing five times for Argen-
tina as they went on to win the 
2021 Copa America.

Atletico have been short at 
right-back since selling Kieran 
Trippier to Newcastle United 
in January, while Sime Vrsaljko 
left the club for Olympiacos af-
ter the expiry of his contract at 
the end of the season.

Everton sign winger  
McNeil from Burnley
Everton have announced the 
signing of winger Dwight Mc-
Neil from Burnley.

The 22-year-old scored 
seven goals in 134 Premier 
League appearances for the 
Clarets and departs following 
their relegation last season.

McNeil, who started his 
career at Manchester United 
before joining the Burnley 
academy, has agreed a five-
year deal at Goodison Park.

Jules Kounde.



Jayasuriya, Mendis snap up nine as  
Sri Lanka shock Pak, square series

AGENCIES
GALLE

WHILE many thought that 
Pakistan had made a strong 
start to their mammoth chase, 
Sri Lanka spinners Prabath 
Jayasuriya and Ramesh Men-
dis turned the tide Sri Lanka’s 
way sharing nine wickets 
between them as the hosts 
claimed a 246-run series-lev-
elling victory on the fifth and 
final day of the second Test at 
the Galle International Sta-
dium on Thursday.

It was the fourth five-wick-
et haul in only his third Test 
for left-arm spinner Jayasur-
iya, who picked up 12 wickets 
against Australia on his debut 
last month to lead Sri Lanka to 
another series-levelling win at 
the same venue.

Off-spinner Mendis, 
meanwhile snapped up four 

second innings Pakistan wick-
ets to add to the five-for he 
took in the first essay.  

The spinners’ efforts saw 
Pakistan being bowled out 
for 261 in the second session 
chasing 508.

Named player of the se-
ries for his 17 wickets in two 
matches, Jayasuriya said, “I 
worked hard and I was pa-
tient. “It wasn’t an easy pitch 
to bowl, but we did well to 
bowl in partnerships and that 
led to wickets.”

Set a record target of 508, 
Pakistan, who won the open-
ing test at Galle by four wick-
ets, got off to a false start in 
their bid to save the match 
when Imam-ul-Haq fell on 49 
to Mendis in the third over of 
the day after they had resumed 
on 89-1.

But captain Babar Azam, 
who top-scored for Pakistan 

with a resolute knock of 81, and 
Mohammad Rizwan boosted 
their chances of a draw with a 
third-wicket stand of 79.

Jayasuriya then turned the 
match in Sri Lanka’s favour 
when he cleaned up Rizwan, 
who misjudged a straight de-
livery and was bowled out not 
playing a shot for 37, to trigger 
a collapse.

Fawad Alam was run out 
soon after following a mis-
communication with Babar 
while Agha Salman fell to a 
stunning catch at short leg by 

Kusal Mendis off Jayasuriya’s 
bowling.

From 176-2, the touring 
side were reduced to 205-7 
after the lunch interval when 
Babar and Mohammad Nawaz 
were out in quick succession 
leaving Sri Lanka’s spinners 
to mop up the Pakistan batting 
tail.

“Definitely tough game for 
us. Batting wasn’t up to the 
mark,” said Babar.

Sri Lanka’s resounding 
246-run victory also sees them 
break into the top five of the 

ICC World Test Championship 
standings.

The two-Test series be-
tween the two nations has 
been an exciting one with both 
teams taking a match each. 
Pakistan went 1-0 up in the se-
ries with a four-wicket win in 
the first Test. 

Chasing 342, the visitors 
boosted their chances of ap-
pearing in next year’s World 
Test Championship final, go-
ing to the third spot in the 
standings, while Sri Lanka 
ended up slipping to No.6.

And now the tables have 
been reversed with Sri Lanka 
climbing to the third spot with 
a win percentage of 53.33, 
while Pakistan have dropped 
down to No.5 with a win per-
centage of 51.85.

South Africa continue to 
rule the table with a PCT of 
71.43%, followed by Australia, 
who are at 70%. South Africa 
have a good chance of widen-
ing the gap when they take on 
England in a three-match Test 
series next month.

Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews (C) celebrates with teammates after Sri Lanka won the second cricket Test against Pakistan at the Galle International Stadium in Galle on Thursday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka (1st innings) 378
Pakistan (1st innings) 231 
Sri Lanka (2nd innings) 360-8 dec
Pakistan 2nd innings (Target 508; overnight 89-1)
A. Shafique c Wellalage b Jayasuriya  16
Imam-ul-Haq c Dickwella b R. Mendis  49
B. Azam lbw b Jayasuriya  81
M. Rizwan b Jayasuriya  37
F. Alam run out (Asitha/Dickwella)  1
A. Salman c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  4
M. Nawaz c Chandimal b R. Mendis  12
Y. Shah c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  27
H. Ali b R. Mendis  11
N. Ali not out  0

N. Shah c Wellalage b R. Mendis  18
Extras: (b2, nb3)  5
Total: (All out, 77 overs) 261
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Shafique), 2-97 (Imam), 3-176 
(Rizwan), 4-181 (Fawad), 5-188 (Salman), 6-205 
(Azam), 7-205 (Nawaz), 8-243 (Yasir), 9-243 (Hasan), 
10-261 (Naseem).
Bowling: Asitha 6-1-20-0 (nb3), Jayasuriya 32-5-117-
5, R. Mendis 30-7-101-4, De Silva 2-0-4-0, Wellalage 
7-0-17-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.
Result: Sri Lanka won by 246 runs.
Series: Two-match series ends in 1-1 draw.

ScoreboardHosts win Test by 246 runs, break 
into top-five of ICC rankings

Gill sizzles as India 
cruise to series sweep 

over West Indies
ICC

PORT OF SPAIN

OPENERS Shubman Gill and 
Shikhar Dhawan hit half cen-
turies as India completed a 
series sweep over West Indies 
with an emphatic 119-run vic-
tory in a rain-affected clash in 
Port of Spain on Wednesday.

There were plenty of delays 
during India’s innings, with 
the visitors forced to hit out 
late after a weather break saw 
the match initially reduced to 
40 overs per side.

Another rain delay at the 
end of the 36th over saw In-
dia’s innings completed even 
earlier, with the visitors post-
ing a decent total of 225/3 
from their allotted overs.

Opener Shubman Gill was 

the standout with a career best 
98*, while stand-in skipper Shi-
khar Dhawan (58) hit his sec-
ond half-century for the series.

Gill was deservedly named 
Player of the Match and Play-
er of the Series for his hero-
ics during the tour, with the 
young right-hander scoring 
two half centuries and a total 
of 205 runs from three hits.

It goes to show that In-
dia are compiling some good 
depth in their white-ball 
squads, with Shreyas Iyer, 
Axar Patel, Shardul Thakur 

and Yuzvendra Chahal also 
showing good signs during the 
three-match series.

Experienced pacer Moham-
med Siraj chipped in with two 
wickets early in West Indies’ 
run chase on Wednesday, while 
Chahal finished the job by pick-
ing up four scalps of his own 
during an impressive spell.

West Indies’ form in 50-
over cricket has been surpris-
ingly poor of late, with the 
Caribbean side now sitting 
on a nine-match losing streak 
after consecutive series losses 
against Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and now India.

While there were plenty of 
positive signs in the first two 
matches of the series against 
India, the third and final game 
was completely one-sided as 

the hosts struggled to match it 
with their opponents.

West Indies’ top-order 
failed to come to grips with In-
dia’s new-ball bowling attack.

Skipper Nicholas Pooran 
and right-hander Brandon 
King each scored 42 in this 
match, but there were plenty 
of failures as a disappointing 
series came to an end for Phil 
Simmons’ side.
Scores: India 225 for 3 (Gill 98*, 
Dhawan 58) beat West Indies 
137 (Pooran 42, Chahal 4-17) by 
119 runs via DLS method.

India’s Shubman Gill hits a six during his unbeaten knock of 98 in the 
third and final ODI against West Indies at the Queen’s Park Oval in 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Bairstow blasts 90 as England win 
whirlwind T20I vs South Africa

AGENCIES
BRISTOL

JONNY Bairstow’s devastat-
ing 90 helped England beat 
South Africa by 41 runs in a 
breathless, high-scoring first 
Twenty20 international in 
Bristol, reports BBC.com.

Continuing his stunning 
Test form, Bairstow bullied 
the Proteas bowlers through-
out his 53-ball assault as Eng-
land racked up 234-6 - their 
second highest T20 score.

Bairstow added 106 with 
Moeen Ali, who smacked 52 
from 18 balls, in a riotous 
fourth-wicket stand lasting 
just 37 balls, as one over went 

for 33 runs.
England hit 20 sixes, the 

most they have ever hit in a 
T20 game, while Moeen’s 16-
ball fifty was the fastest by an 
England player.

The pair heaped misery 
on a ragged South Africa side, 
who dropped Bairstow four 
times in a fielding performance 
that bordered on comical.

Despite losing both Quin-
ton de Kock and Rilee Rossouw 
in the second over, the visitors 
threatened to pull off what 
would have been their record 
chase as 21-year-old Tristan 
Stubbs smashed an astonish-
ing 72 from 28 balls. But Chris 
Jordan bowled a nerveless 18th 

over and, with 51 needed from 
the final two, Stubbs was caught 
at long-off from the bowling of 
Richard Gleeson.

The Lancashire seamer 
took two further wickets in the 
over and South Africa ended 
on 193-8.

The second T20 of the 
three-match series takes place 
on Thursday in Cardiff as both 
sides build towards the T20 
World Cup in the autumn.
Scores: England 234-6 (20 
overs): Bairstow 90 (53 balls), 
Moeen 51 (18); Ngidi 5-39 bt 
South Africa 193-8 (20 overs): 
Stubbs 72 (28), R Hendricks 57 
(33); Gleeson 3-51 by 41 runs; 
lead series 1-0.

England’s Jonny Bairstow is watched by South Africa’s wicketkeeper 
Quinton de Kock as he plays a shot during their first T20 at Bristol 
County Ground, in Bristol, south-western England, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s U15 team triumphs 
at West Asian TT C’ship

QNA
AMMAN (JORDAN)

THE Qatar national under-15 
team won the team title at the 
West Asian Table Tennis Cham-
pionships defeating Bahrain 3-0 
in the final on Thursday.

Qatar’s  team comprised 
of Sultan Khaled Al Kuwari, 
Abbad Nasser Al Abdullah, 
Ruwad Nasser and Ahmed Eid 
Qarni. 

Khaled Ali Al Kuwari, di-
rector of the Qatari national 
teams, expressed his happi-
ness at the youth team’s victo-
ry, stressing that the team de-
served to be crowned as it won 
all but one of their matches.

Al Kuwari dedicated the 
title to the Qatari table tennis 

family and fans  and thanked 
all those who contributed to 
the success, the Qatar Olympic 
Committee and Qatar Table 
Tennis Federation headed by 
Khalil Al Mohannadi, and the 
Aspire Academy.

For his part, Mohammed 
Ahmed Al Rumaihi, head of 
the Qatari team delegation at 
the tournament, praised the 
youth team’s performance. 
He pointed out that winning 
the championship was a result 
of continuous preparations 
and the support of the federa-
tion, wishing that Team Qatar 
would continue to perform 
well in the singles and doubles 
competitions in the tourna-
ment which continues till Au-
gust 5 in the Jordanian capital.

Asher-Smith pulls out of home Commonwealth Games with injury
PA MEDIA/DPA

BIRMINGHAM

DINA Asher-Smith has with-
drawn from the England team 
for the Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham due to a ham-
string injury.

The near two-week event 
opened on Thursday.

Asher-Smith, who pulled 
up midway through the wom-
en’s 4×100 metres relay at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships in Eugene, announced 
her decision on Instagram.

Asher-Smith wrote: 
“Thankfully I’ve only got a 
light hamstring strain after 

pulling up in the 4×1 a few 
days ago. No major issue and 
nothing to worry about.

“But due to the short 
turnaround between the end 
of the Worlds and the start of 
the Commonwealth Games in 
a few days’ time I’m going to 
have to withdraw.” 

Asher-Smith had broken 
her British record to finish 
fourth in the 100m final and 
won a bronze medal in the 
200m before suffering her 
relay setback. She pulled up 
sharply midway through the 
third leg but still managed to 
hand the baton to team-mate 
Daryll Neita, to led the team to 

a sixth-place finish.
Asher-Smith had intend-

ed to race in the 100m and 
4x100m relay in Birmingham, 
but her diagnosis now also 
casts serious doubt over her 
participation at next month’s 
European Championships.

Asher-Smith added: “I was 
so excited to race in front of a 
home crowd and all the Brit-
ish fans. It’s going to be such 
an amazing competition and 
I know Team England will 
do you all proud. I’m looking 
forward to representing you 
all throughout the rest of the 
summer and wishing the best 
of luck to all my team-mates.”

Britain’s Prince 
Charles, Prince 
of Wales, meets 
with athletes 
from Canada 
and Pakistan 
during a visit 
to the Athletes 
Village at The 
University of 
Birmingham 
in Birming-
ham, central 
England, on 
Thursday on 
the eve of the 
Commonwealth 
Games. (AFP)

Bronze medalist Dina Asher-
Smith of Team Great Britain 
poses during the medal ceremo-
ny for the women’s 200m final 
at the World Athletics Champion-
ships in Eugene, Oregon, on July 
21. (GETTY IMAGES/AFP)
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FAISAL Al Mohanadi, Procure-
ment and Compliance Manager at 
Qatar Foundation (QF), has always 
felt compelled to give back to his 
country, and when presented with 
the opportunity to volunteer at the 
FIFA Arab Cup 2021, he jumped at 
the chance – inspiring his family to 
also participate in community ser-
vice activities.  

“My family played an important 
role in encouraging me to volun-
teer,” Al Mohanadi said. “We saw 
in this an opportunity to pay back 
a small portion of what our coun-
try has given us over the years. We 
discussed how it could influence 
our children, allowing them the 
opportunity to witness firsthand 
this unique experience. And this is 
exactly what happened when I be-
came an official volunteer for the 
FIFA Arab Cup 2021.”

Soon Al-Mohanadi’s seven-
year-old son began following in 
his father’s footsteps, becoming a 
member of the academic accredita-
tion team for volunteering for the 
FIFA Arab Cup 2021.

This experience inspired the 
young boy to continue to give back, 
including helping to prepare meals 
during Ramadan and distribut-
ing them to those fasting, as well 
as participating in beach cleanups 
with his father. 

“I have always been interested 
in helping my children fully un-
derstand the nature of volunteer-

ing,” he said. “For example, for 
the beach cleanup campaign, we 
discussed why we were doing it, we 
talked about how the beach is part 
of our country, and that by clean-
ing it we contribute to preserving 
the environment in Qatar. We even 
watched videos together explaining 
how pollution can lead to destruc-
tion and loss of resources. And this 
had a huge impact on my child’s 
realization of the value of the work 
he does.

“I could see how happy my son 
was collecting the garbage on the 
beach, overcoming his feelings of 
exhaustion. This is the essence of 
volunteering. I’ve always aspired 
to plant these moral values and 
positive concepts in my children – 
values that our religion encourages 
and praises.”

Al Mohanadi learned a great 
deal from his first volunteering ex-

perience, and he intends on taking 
these lessons with him as he joins 
the Ruwaad Pioneer Volunteer Pro-
gramme, where he is conducting 
interviews with candidates inter-
ested in helping support the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. Within this 
role, he is helping to assign people 
to different positions – based on 
their strengths and interests. 

“Some of the youth in Qatar 
think that volunteering is a hard-
ship,” he said. “But there are count-
less positive takeaways. Through 
my experience, I have been able 
to meet people of different nation-
alities and backgrounds – from Eu-
rope, Asia, the Americas, and other 
Arab countries – and learn about 
their cultures.

“In addition, volunteering en-
hances your ability to connect with 
others. Even if you do not share a 
common language, you always find 

a way to communicate. You can end 
up forming friendships that do not 
end once the event ends, but that 
continue for years.

“Volunteers are like ambassa-
dors, they represent their country 
through direct interaction and are 
able to refute any negative mes-
sages that may exist.”

In addition to what Al Moha-
nadi has learned from volunteer-
ing – such as patience and problem 
solving – he has enjoyed teaching 
others, as well as learning how to 
communicate with volunteers with 
different abilities. 

“Despite knowing nearly noth-
ing about sign language, we found 
ways to communicate – whether 
through writing or by simple ges-
tures. And this encouraged volun-
teers with different abilities and 
made them feel welcome, from 
their first day of volunteering to 
their last.”

Al Mohanadi believes that vol-
unteering is a source of inspira-
tion to others, encouraging those 
around him to learn more about 
the work he is doing. “Volunteer-
ing helps to create a sense of com-
munity within society, because it is 
a practice by us, for us. And it re-
quires cultural awareness.”

Through his role as a volun-
teer for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, Al Mohanadi hopes to help 
dispel some of the negative stereo-
types that exist about the region, 
while emphasizing his pride in the 
local culture and the development 
and prosperity that Qatar contin-
ues to work towards. 

“Fans from all over the world 
will be amazed to see what our 
country has been able to achieve in 
a few years,” he said. “I look forward 
to introducing visitors from all over 
the world to the great hospitality 
and kindness of our people.”
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Doha-based multi-skilled Georgian aims to take
her fashion brand to other regions of the globe

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

QATAR is among the few coun-
tries that provide a source of de-
cent income and living, not only 
for its own citizens but also for 
millions of families from various 
regions across the world. 

Qatar’s visionary leadership 
inspires the youth – as well as 
people of all age groups – from 
more than 100 different nation-
alities residing in the country, 
to follow their passion in their 
respective fields of choice and 
continue their self-growth and 
development.

From a very young age, 
Shorena Janiashvili, a Doha-
based Georgian national who 
studied law, has had a passion 
for music, mainly in piano and 
guitar, which has allowed her 
to display her skills across the 
world.  She has participated in 
singing competitions and TV 
shows and got various awards, 
including Lithuanian version of 
Fun Fearless Female of the Year 
Award by the Cosmopolitan.

Talking to Qatar Tribune 
in an exclusive interview, she 
said: “I have art background, 
I’m an artist myself and have 
spent several years in the music 
industry.”

She released her debut 

single Tu Zinai (You Know) 
in August 2010 and also did a 
solo tour titled ‘Mano Sirdies 
Muzika’ (Music of My Heart) 
across Lithuania with a pro-
gramme of traditional Georgian 
songs. In September 2011, she 
announced a refreshed pro-
gramme and a world music/
jazz album in the works.

During her stay in Lithuania, 
she became inspired by unique 
vintage handmade products of 
the country that have special 
place in the modern world. So, 
she decided to enter into fash-
ion design industry, one of the 
most challenging areas today. It 
was in 2015 during her stay in 
Lithuania that a strong belief in 
herself, deep passion and focus 
attitude led her to introducing 
her own brand ‘Dea Chione’. 

She said: “I am heavily influ-
enced by vintage style and with 
Dea Chione I always try to bring 
back glimpses of its aesthetics 
with modern touch.” 

She moved to Qatar in 
2017 and in 2022 she decided 
to launch ‘Dea Chione’ from 
Doha. It was well received and 
appreciated by local fashioni-
stas, she said, adding that her 
brand is recognisable by its 
unique style and ornateness, 
that draw inspiration from 
natural elements such as flow-

ers, seashells and plants.
She said that the endless 

combination of colours and sil-
houettes are handmade from 
the finest natural yarns such as 
mohair and wool.

She took her start in Doha 
at the Katara pop up shop 
“Match & Style” in Cultural 
Village building 45. “We are 
very excited to introduce our 
new collection for the upcom-
ing season,” she said.

Shorena Janiashvili said her 
unique, quality designs have 
been featured in leading maga-
zines as well as online blogs.

About the unique brand 
name, the passionate singer-
turned-entrepreneur said it was 
inspired by the ancient Greek 
goddess of snow, Chione, the 
sister of Cleopatra.

She said: “We embrace 
strong female characters and 
the personality transmitted by 
sophistication and a personal 
style. Creating each unique 
hand-knitted cardigan takes 
about two weeks of dedicated 
and delicate work.”

Describing her life in Doha, 
she added: “I’m totally in love 
with Doha; It’s home to me. I 
enjoy living here and witness the 
exciting time that Doha is going 
through right now with prepara-
tions for the FIFA World Cup.”Shorena Janiashvili in a self-designed cardigan A design by Shorena Janiashvili

‘Volunteering is a way of
giving back to my country’

WCM-Q alumni return 
to offer career advice 
to medical students
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THREE graduates of Weill Cor-
nell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q) now 
working as physicians in Qatar and 
the US returned to the college to offer 
advice to help medical students plan 
their career paths. 

Radiologist Dr. Jehan Al Rayahi 
of Sidra Medicine joined dermatolo-
gist Dr. Sara Alkhawaga of Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC), and Dr. 
Mustafa Alkawaaz, a pathologist at the 
University of Louisville in Kentucky, 
for the latest instalment of the biannu-
al WCM-Q Career Advising Seminar. 

Speaking to medical students, the 
doctors described their own career 
paths, explaining the influences of 
their own experiences at college and 
in clinic, as well as the guidance they 
received from mentors, that led them 
to choose their own particular medi-
cal specialties. Internal medicine phy-
sician Dr. Anand Kartha, head of hos-
pital medicine and a senior consultant 
in medicine at Hamad General Hospi-
tal, also appeared at the seminar ses-
sion to offer advice to the students. In 
total, 50 students participated in the 
career seminar. 

The seminar was coordinated by 
Dr. Mai Mahmoud, assistant dean for 
faculty affairs, associate professor of 
teaching in medicine and director for 
student academic advising at WCM-
Q. Dr. Mahmoud warmly thanked the 
physicians who participated and said: 
“Studying medicine opens a vast array 
of career pathways in many different 
fields of clinical practice, but also in 
research, education, management and 
other areas. 

“This means that students are ad-
vised to begin thinking about their ca-
reer goals at an early stage so that they 
can orient their studies and extracur-
ricular activities towaard those ambi-
tions. Hearing the stories of success-
ful physicians in our Career Advising 
Seminar gives them both inspiration 
and guidance as they begin to form 

ideas about their own paths.” 
The broad objectives of the aca-

demic advising programme at WCM-
Q are to assist students in reaching the 
highest level of competence, provide 
the support to overcome academic 
challenges, and help students make 
informed career decisions. The pro-
gramme has two components: longi-
tudinal advising and career advising, 
which both extend across the four year 
of instruction of the WCM-Q Medical 
Curriculum. The longitudinal advising 
service assigns every student at WCM-
Q to a faculty member who monitors 
their progress and provides support 
when needed. 

Medical students also receive 
special support and career advice in 
their final year when they choose their 
medical specialty and apply for post-
graduate residency positions. 

Dr. Thurayya Arayssi, vice dean 
for academic and curricular affairs 
said: “The Career Advising Seminar 
is a great way for our current medical 
students to benefit from the advice of 
some of our graduates who have built 
successful, rewarding and fulfilling 
careers in Qatar, the United States 
and elsewhere. These examples show 
our students the wealth of opportu-
nities that will become accessible to 
them when they complete the WCM-
Q MD degree.”

Faisal Al Mohanadi, a QF 
Manager and a volunteer for 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, explains how volunteer-
ing reflects his national identity 
and Islamic values

Faisal Al Mohanadi

Applications for volunteer programme to close on July 31
(Continued from Page 1)

ENGLISH is the most commonly 
spoken language among the ap-
plicants (94.4 percent), while 23.8 
percent speak French, 16.7 percent 
Spanish and 3.8 percent German. 
Almost half of volunteers – 48.9 per-
cent, to be precise – speak a language 
other than these four.

Overall, 53.1 percent of volun-
teers are in employment, while 34.4 
percent are students.

In terms of age groups, 24- to 
34-year-olds lead the way (42.9 per-

cent) ahead of 18- to 24-year-olds, 
who make up 36 percent, while 35- to 
44-year-olds comprise 15.6 percent 
and 5.5 percent of volunteers are 
aged 45 or over.

Applications for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 volunteer pro-
gramme – the largest such scheme 
in Qatar’s history – will close on Sun-
day, July 31, at 23:59 Doha time.

The programme is aimed at 
bringing people together through 
football to deliver the first FIFA 
World Cup in the Middle East and 
Arab world, while celebrating their 

mutual love for the game and show-
casing the true spirit of Qatar. It will 
put 20,000 passionate volunteers at 
the heart of the tournament’s opera-
tions and create a proud volunteering 
legacy in the region.

“Billions of people will be watch-
ing when the world’s greatest foot-
ball event happens in our home this 
November. As residents of Qatar, we 
have the chance to support the tour-
nament through volunteering. It’s 
been amazing to see the candidates’ 
excitement to join the volunteering 
team,” said Dr Susan Borden, a US 

national who is part of the pioneering 
group that is interviewing the appli-
cants. Interviews will be completed 
by August 13, when the tournament 
reaches the 100 days-to-go mile-
stone.

Members of the public aged at 
least 18, whether passionate foot-
ball fans or simply interested in the 
volunteering experience, have until 
Sunday, July 31 to apply to take part 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at 
volunteer.fifa.com, which is also the 
place to go to register for other FIFA 
events.




