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FIVE-TIME world champion 
Magnus Carlsen believes that 
the Indian teams have a strong 
chance of winning medals at the 
upcoming 44th Chess Olympiad 
which begins at Mamallapuram 
in Chennai on Thursday.

Carlsen is very impressed 
and vocal about the top two 
Indian teams in the fray at the 
event, especially the young In-
dia Team 2. 

“Both Indian teams have 
a very strong and impressive 
line of players and I think both 
have a chance to be amongst 
the medals,” he said.

The World No. 1 will be in 
the city as part of Team Nor-
way, which is ranked third 
amongst 188 registered teams 
in the open section at the Ol-
ympiad. Norway is also a 
strong contender for one of the 

three medals at stake.
While expressing his ex-

citement about returning to 
Chennai – the city where he 
clinched his first-ever world 
chess championship defeating 
Viswanathan Anand in 2013, 
Carlsen further added: “It is 
going to be awesome to be 
back in Chennai again as it has 
been nine years since one of 
the greatest experiences of my 
chess career. Those are fantas-
tic memories to revisit and I 
am looking forward to making 
new ones.

“Tamil Nadu or say Chen-

nai is the hottest hub of chess 
in the world now. So just to 
be there and be a part of the 
chess celebration is a reason 
in itself.” 

In the absence of Russia 
and China, India Team 1 is rat-
ed second while the star-stud-

ded USA tops the ranking list. 
India Team 2 though ranked 
11th, appears to have caught 
the imagination of the world 
for the talented teen prodigies 
it has.

The Chess Olympiad will 
conclude on August 10.
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IN the presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the events of the 
Qatar Goodwood Festival con-
tinued on Wednesday at the 
Goodwood Racecourse in UK. 
The five-day Festival will con-
tinue till Saturday.

HE Sheikh Joaan crowned 
the winners of the second 
day’s most prestigious races; 
the Gr1 PA Qatar Interna-
tional Stakes and the Gr1 Qa-
tar Sussex Stakes. Present at 
the events of the day were HE 
Fahad bin Mohammed Al At-
tiyah Ambassador of the State 
of Qatar to the United King-
dom, HE Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Thani bin Khalid Al Thani, 
CEO of Qatar Media Corpora-
tion, HE Issa bin Mohammed 
Al Mohannadi, Chairman 
of Qatar Racing & Eques-
trian Club (QREC), Hamad 
bin Abdulrahman Al Attiya, 
Vice-Chairman of QREC and 
Chairman of the Asian Rac-
ing Federation, Khalifa bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, QREC 
Board Member and Al Shaqab 
Executive Director, Ahmad 
bin Mohammed Alabdulmalik, 
QREC Board Member, Essa Al 
Hitmi, General Manager of Al 
Kass Sports Channels, Abdulla 

Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Rac-
ing Manager, and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali, Director of 
QREC Chairman’s Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department.

The second day of the 
2022 renewal of the Festival 
had an eight-race card and the 
start was a with a massive Qa-
tari victory when the Khalifa 
bin Sheail Al Kuwari-owned 
Lady Princess (General x Na-
cree Al Maury) retained the 
title of the Group 1 PA Qatar 
International Stakes for the 
second consecutive year. With 
this victory under her belt, 
Lady Princess now boasts an 
incredible record of four con-
secutive, and a total of eight, 
group one victories in addition 
to her other high-profile victo-
ries. She also managed to keep 
the title Qatari for the fourth 
year in a row.

Following this win H. E. 
Sheikh Joaan Bin Hamad Al 

Thani presented the trophies 
to the winners. Abdulla bin 
Hezam Al Saaq received the 
owner’s trophy on behalf of 
Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari.

Lady Princess defends  
Qatar International Stakes 
The richest Arabian race on 
the British racing calendar, the 
Gr.1 (PA) Qatar International 
Stakes worth £400,000 in 
prize-money produced yet an-
other thrilling finish and went 
the way of the Lady Princess.

The French trained six-
year-old has been masterfully 
handled by leading Arabian 
trainer Thomas Fourcy. 

Now an eight-time Gr.1 
(PA) winner Lady Princess 
travelled ominously well 
throughout the 1,600m con-
test and was produced to per-
fection by jockey Jim Crowley, 
despite a moment of panic just 
inside the 200m pole.

Set off towards the rear 

in her habitual fashion, the 
talented six-year-old kept 
close tabs with her chief rivals 
Samlla (Assy), owned by HE 
Sheikha Reem bint Moham-
med bin Khalifa Al Thani, and 
Hattal (Mahabb). 

Lady Princess sliced 
through the field with ease 
once in the straight but met 
trouble inside the closing 
stages. Trying to pounce be-
tween Hattal and Samlla, Lady 
Princess was briefly sand-
wiched but once in the clear 
she cruised to an impressive 
eighth top- flight success. Hat-
tal took second, while Samlla 
cracked close home and fin-
ished third.

Bred by Earl du Champ 
Ginioux and Mrs. Elodie Bel-
laud, Lady Princess is by 
multiple Group One winner 
General (Amer) and is out of 

Group Three winner Nacre Al 
Maury (Kesberoy), who also 
produced Group One winner 
and stallion Mister Ginoux.

Baaeed takes unbeaten 
count to nine 
The world’s highest-rated 
racehorse Baaeed (Sea the 
Stars x Aghareed) remains un-
beaten and carried the colours 
of Shadwell Estate Company 
Ltd to his ninth successive vic-
tory when taking the Gr.1 Qa-
tar Sussex Stakes.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani presented 
the trophies to the winners af-
ter the race.

Trained in Newmarket 
by William Haggas, the four-
year-old entire took his fifth 
Gr.1 success in the £1,000,000 
contest. Ridden by Jim Crow-
ley, who also took the Gr.1 Qa-

tar International Stakes earli-
er on the same card with Lady 
Princess (General), Baaeed 
took on six rivals for the sum-
mer showpiece. 

Held up in mid-division in 
the 1,600m race set alight by 
the Japanese raider Bathrat 
Leon (Kizuna), Baaeed made 
a swooping move around the 
field on the run down the hill. 
Matching strides with Mod-
ern Games (Dubawi), Baaeed 
moved through to lead inside 
the closing stages and quick-
ened clear to score by one- and 
three-quarter lengths. Modern 
Games took second, while Al-
cohol Free (No nay Never) last 
year’s winner, who was unlucky 
in running, claimed third.

The winning trainer Wil-
liam Haggas said after the 
race “Baaeed is a fantastic 
racehorse, and we are lucky to 

have him”, said the winning 
trainer William Haggas said 
after the race, “We have him 
for two more runs after today 
and then he is likely to head off 
to stud. I don’t think we need 
to go for the Arc with him, but 
he will certainly step up to ten 
furlongs (2,000m).” 

A Shadwell Estate home-
bred, the exceptional four-year-
old is out of the Listed winner, 
Aghareed (Kingmambo). He is 
a brother to two winners, in-
cluding Hukum (Sea The Stars) 
winner of the Gr.1 Coronation 
Cup at Epsom Downs. The sec-
ond dam, Lahudood (Singspiel) 
won both the Gr.1 Breeders Cup 
Fillies and Mares Turf and the 
Gr.1 Flower Bowl Stakes at Bel-
mont Park.

She was awarded Cham-
pion Turf Female in the USA 
in 2007.

Al Kuwari’s Lady Princess retains 
Qatar International Stakes title

Baaeed wins 
Qatar Sussex 

Stakes 

Chess Olympiad: Indian teams strong, feels Carlsen; Husain Aziz to lead Qatar’s challenge
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ton sets up 
thrilling final 
day at Galle 
with Pak 
in chase
PAGE 14

SHEIKH JOAAN CROWNS WINNERS AT QATAR GOODWOOD FESTIVAL

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, crowns the connections of Lady Princess on day 
two of the Qatar Goodwood Festival at Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Wednesday.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, with the winners of Qatar Sussex Stakes on day 
two of the Qatar Goodwood Festival at Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Wednesday. 

Jockey Jim Crowley guides Lady Princess past the winning post in the 
Qatar International Stakes at Goodwood Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Jim Crowley rides Baeed Qatar Sussex Stakes victory at the 
Goodwood Racecourse on Wednesday.

The 44th World Chess Olympiad will begin in Chennai, India, on  
Thursday, with players from 187 countries are taking part.

Qatar’s nine-member chess delegation left for India on Wednesday to par-
ticipate in the Chess Olympiad. The delegation is headed by Mohamed Al 
Mudahka, president of the Qatar Chess Federation (QCF) and includes In-
ternational Master Husain Aziz, national master Ghanem Al Sulaiti, Yousef 
Mohamed Al Mutawa, as well as emerging players Abdullah Al Hamid and 
Ryan Irfan and international arbiter Yousef Khalil. “Qatar’s national team 
has participated in the Chess Olympiad since 1986. I personally have 
participated on 15 occasions, starting from 1988-2016,” Al Mudahka told 
QNA. “Unfortunately, as a result of circumstances beyond our control, the 
women’s team is unable to participate in the Olympiad this time, but we 
hope that they will be present in the next editions, God willing, along with 
the participation of the men’s and women’s teams,” he added. Regarding 
Qatar’s target in the tournament, Al Mudahka added: “Our goal is to repre-
sent the Qatar national team in the best way possible at this major international forum which has 
attracted 185 players representing 180 countries. We know the difficulty of competing in the pres-
ence of world champions. But we will gain in experience by playing against major teams.
There are elections to be conducted by the World Chess Federation (FIDE).  
“The elections will be held on the sidelines of the Olympiad and are very important for us because 
some positions will be obtained by the Qatar Chess Federation, God willing, during the elections.” 
He explained that Qatar team is missing GM Mohamed Nasser Al Sayed but everyone else de-
termined to achieve positive results and improve the world rankings. He said the best position 
achieved by Qatari chess team was at the Olympiad held in Slovenia in 2002.
“Qatar ranked 50th with the participation of 170 countries. We were able to outperform  
prestigious teams such as the American team,” he said.

Team Qatar departs from Doha for Chennai

Husain Aziz.

HE Sheikh Joaan honours Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari – the owner of 
Lady Princess – with the trophy.
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REAL Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti says Eden Hazard is a 
“great player” who the Spanish 
champions need after netting 
in Tuesday’s 2-2 friendly draw 
with Club America.

Hazard has struggled for 
impact at Madrid since his 
switch from Chelsea in 2019 
amid a string of injuries, mak-
ing only 66 appearances and 
scoring six goals across three 
seasons.

The 31-year-old Belgian 
midfielder is fit again and 
vowed earlier this week to show 
his best with Los Blancos this 
season.

Hazard was on the 
scoresheet from the penalty 
spot against the Mexican side 
in San Francisco, with Ancelotti 
hoping to set him up for a big 
campaign.

“We need these games to try 
to give Hazard minutes because 
Hazard is a great player that we 
need,” Ancelotti told reporters.

“So I use these games to 
give him minutes. He improved 

his game compared to the first 
game.” Los Blancos have one 
more game in their US tour 
against Juventus in Pasadena 

on Saturday prior to the Euro-
pean Super Cup against Eintra-
cht Frankfurt on August 10 and 
the new LaLiga campaign com-

mencing on August 14.
Ancelotti continues to learn 

about his squad during pre-sea-
son, in particular new additions 

Antonio Rüdiger and Aurelien 
Tchouameni.

On Tchouameni, the Italian 
said: “He’s a different six than 
Casemiro, who stays more in 
his position. Tchouameni has 
the ability and quality to play 
more in attack. He has also im-
proved on the ball.” 

Karim Benzema was Ma-
drid’s other scorer, equalizing 
for 1-1 with an excellent low 
strike from outside the box in 
the 22nd minute.

Benzema, who scored 44 
goals in all club competitions 
last term, had not played any 
competitive games since May, 
enjoying a longer break with 
the World Cup later this year in 
mind.

“Benzema is in good shape, 
even if he hasn’t done a lot of 
training sessions,” Ancelotti 
said.

“It’s clear that he still needs 
to improve his physical form. 
But we are on schedule, work-
ing a lot.

“After the game against Ju-
ventus we will reduce the pres-
sure a bit to be in good shape 
for the Super Cup.”

Ancelotti says Real need ‘great 
player’ Hazard, hails Tchouameni
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LUIS Suarez has reached an 
agreement to return to boy-
hood club Nacional.  

Uruguay international Su-
arez, 35, was allowed to leave 
Atletico Madrid at the end 
of last season and had been 
linked with a number of clubs 
including River Plate and 
Borussia Dortmund.  

However, the veteran 
striker has opted to return to 
Uruguayan giants Nacional, 

where he began his profes-
sional career back in 2005.  

“First of all, I want to thank 
you [the fans] for the love that 
my family and I have received 
in recent days,” said Suarez.  

“That touched our hearts 
in this situation where we 
had to make a decision. It was 
impossible to reject this op-
portunity to have a chance to 
play for Nacional again, and 
we have a pre-agreement with 
the club.  

“In the next few hours, the 
details will be finalised and 

we hope the agreement we all 
want will be reached so we 
can enjoy this new stage and 
see each other in the coming 
days.” 

 Suarez scored 32 goals in 
67 league appearances over 
two seasons with Atletico, 
with 21 of those strikes coming 
in the triumphant 2020-21 La 
Liga campaign.  

He will hope to help Na-
cional reclaim the Primera 
Division title after arch-rivals 
Penarol lifted the title last 
year.

Suarez agrees return to Uruguay’s Nacional

Real Madrid’s Belgian forward Eden Hazard (R) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal in the 
second half of the international friendly between Real Madrid and Club America at Oracle Park stadium in 
San Francisco, California, on Tuesday. (AFP)

AL GHARAFA SIGN  
UZBEK TOKTAHUGAYEV 

Sports 13Thursday, July 28, 2022

Al Gharafa football club have announced the signing of Uzbek defender 
Islam Toktahugayev ahead of their new Qatar Stars League season which 
begins August 1. Al Gharafa play Al Sailiya in their opening match of the 
QNB Stars League at the Khalifa International Stadium on August 2.

Al Khor football have club announced the signing of Brazilian Gustavo 
Costa to strengthen the team in the second division in an effort for a 
return to the first division after being relegated last season. Al Khor 
said the Brazilian attacking midfielder has been signed from Cypriot 
club Olympiacos. Al Khor also recently included Uzbek midfielder Kasi-
mov, Brazilian striker Alvaro Vieira and Senegalese defender Modou 
Diani. The Al Khor football squad is current training in Izmit, Turkey, 
which will continue till August 18. Al Khor had finished the Qatar 
Stars League season in the twelfth position with 16 points and were 
relegated to the Second Division League the new season of which is 
scheduled to start August 26.

AL KHOR SIGN UP  
BRAZILIAN COSTAV

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez 
at the end of the  
Russia 2018 World 
Cup match between 
Uruguay and Saudi 
Arabia at the Rostov 
Arena in Rostov-On-
Don. Suarez an-
nounced through his 
Twitter account on 
Tuesday that he has 
a pre-agreement with 
Uruguay’s Nacional, the 
club in which he began 
his career. (AFP)

Ronaldo does not fit 
Bayern’s philosophy, 

says Oliver Kahn
DPA 

MUNICH BAYERN 

MUNICH chief executive 
Oliver Kahn has revealed the 
club did discuss the idea of 
recruiting Cristiano Ronaldo 
but decided the 37-year-old 
would not be a good match.

Media reports say the 
Portugal superstar wants to 
leave Manchester United. He 
did not feature in their pre-
season tour but his possible 
destinations look limited if 
he wants Champions League 
football this season, with 
Bayern now not an option.

“We have discussed the is-
sue - otherwise we would not 
be doing our job well. Person-
ally, I think Cristiano Ronaldo 
is one of the greatest football-
ers there has ever been on this 
planet,” Kahn told Sport Bild 
on Wednesday.

“But we came to the con-
clusion that...he would not 

have fit our philosophy in 
the current situation.” Bay-
ern have a large Robert Le-
wandowski-shaped hole in 
their attack following his exit 
to Barcelona but have signed 
Sadio Mané from Liver-
pool and 17-year-old French 
striker Mathys Tel.

They plan a more fluid 
and youthful forward line 
this term without one player 
burdened with scoring the 
vast majority of the goals.

Tottenham Hotspur for-
ward Harry Kane has also 
been linked with Bayern in 
the media and coach Julian 
Nagelsmann has spoken of 
his admiration for the Eng-
land striker, much to the an-
noyance of Spurs boss Anto-
nio Conte.

A move next year is moot-
ed and Kahn would only say: 
“Harry Kane is an excellent 
striker who is under contract 
with Tottenham.”

Man Utd confirm Martinez transfer, reunites with Ten Hag
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

MANCHESTER United have 
confirmed the signing of Ajax 
defender Lisandro Martinez in 
a reported €57 million ($57.8 
mn) deal.

An agreement on the fee was 
reached between the clubs on 
July 17, and the player has now 
signed a five-year-deal, with the 
option of a further year.

The 24-year-old follows 
former coach Erik ten Hag to 
Old Trafford in a move that is 
thought could potentially rise to 
€67 million with add-ons.

Martinez’s arrival marks 
the latest building block of the 
Dutchman’s restructuring of the 

English giants, who posted a 
worst-ever points total in the 
Premier League era last term 
(58).

They also conceded the 
most goals they ever have in a 
Premier League campaign (57), 
something Ten Hag will hope 
the Argentina international can 
help improve.

Speaking to the club’s of-
ficial website following the an-
nouncement, Martinez said: 
“It’s an honour to join this great 
football club. I’ve worked so 
hard to get to this moment and, 
now that I’m here, I’m going to 
push myself even further.

“I’ve been lucky enough 
to be part of successful teams 
in my career and that’s what I 

want to continue at Manches-
ter United. There will be a lot 
of work to get to that moment, 
but I firmly believe that, un-
der this manager and coaches, 
and together with my new 
teammates, we can do it.

“I want to thank Ajax and 
their fans for all the support they 
gave me. I had an unbelievable 
time there but feel the moment 
is right to test myself in another 
environment. Now I am at the 
perfect club to do this.” 

Martinez follows Tyrell 
Malacia and Christian Erik-
sen through the door at Old 
Trafford, while Ten Hag has 
also held crunch talks with 
wantaway forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo.Lisandro Martinez signs the deal.

We want to take the trophy: England eves 
coach after semi-final win over Sweden

STATS PERFORM/DPA

ENGLAND coach Sarina 
Wiegman is determined for 
her Lionesses to make their 
dreams come true after they 
reached the final of the Wom-
en’s Euros with a 4-0 win over 
Sweden on Tuesday.  

The Lionesses put a run 
of three straight semi-final 
defeats at major tournaments 
behind them to reach a show-
piece match for the first time 
since 2009.  

England are now unbeaten 
in 19 matches since Wiegman 
took charge and head into 
Sunday’s final against Ger-
many or France on an 11-game 
winning streak.  

Stina Blackstenius hit the 
bar early on for Sweden but 
Beth Mead put England in 
front in the 34th minute and 
Lucy Bronze doubled their 
lead shortly after the restart.  

Alessia Russo’s brilliant 
backheel put the Lioness-
es out of reach and Fran Kirby 

capped a magnificent team 
display by chipping Hedvig 

Lindahl in the 76th minute.  
“The second half we did re-

ally well. I thought in the first 
half we struggled a little bit. The 

second half we had total control 
of the game and got some more 
space,” Wiegman, who became 
the first coach to lead two dif-
ferent nations to a Women’s 
Euros final, told the BBC.  

“We’ll celebrate now a lit-
tle bit. But as I said before the 
tournament, we have a dream. 
We’ve come very far, but now 
we want to take it away.  

“In the second half we 
played so much better. I think 
it was such a good perfor-
mance that everyone will talk 
about it.”  

Mead’s goal was her sixth 
of the competition - the most 
an England player has managed 
in a single edition of the Euros 
- and moved her one shy of the 
record tally set by Inka Grings in 
the 2009 tournament.  

The Arsenal forward also 
set up Bronze and Kirby, taking 
her total goal involvements at 
Euro 2022 to 10.  “At the full-
time whistle we didn’t really 
know what to do! We’re ecstatic 
to be in the final,” said Mead.  

England’s teammates celebrate after winning the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 semi-final against Sweden 4-0 
at the Bramall Lane stadium, in Sheffield, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Borussia Dortmund striker Sebastien Haller’s surgery for a testicu-
lar tumour went “very well” and he could be back playing in a few 
months, sporting director Sebastian Kehl has said. The new buy 
from Ajax was diagnosed just days after his medical when signing. 
The 28-year-old former Eintracht Frankfurt player was bought as a 
replacement for Erling Haaland, who left for Manchester City.  
“The operation went very, very well and he is on a very good path,” 
Kehl said in a video interview with Dortmund’s shirt sponsor 1&1. 
“He was...incredibly positive and also told the team: ‘Do your job, 
give everything. Make sure that when I come back we are still fully 
in the title race.’ And that’s what the guys will do.”  
Kehl later told a news conference on Wednesday: “Further treat-
ment is now being discussed, but I can anticipate one thing: 
Sebastien will certainly be missing for a few months.” Top Ger-
man football pundits Dietmar Hamann and Sandro Wagner believe 
Dortmund can finally end Bayern Munich’s 10-year dominance of 
the Bundesliga this season, if the Ivory Coast forward can still play 
a chunk of the campaign.“With their best line-up, Dortmund are 
absolutely co-favourites,” Wagner told DAZN. (DPA)

Dortmund striker Haller’s surgery successful

 Quick read



ICC
GALLE

PAKISTAN were 89 for 1 after 
Dhananjaya de Silva’s hun-
dred helped Sri Lanka set a 
huge target of 508 to win on 
day four of the second Test in 
Galle on Wednesday.

It was the partnership be-
tween Dimuth Karunaratne 
and Dhananjaya de Silva late 
on day three that bailed Sri 
Lanka out of trouble from 
117/5. The pair continued to 
pile on the runs as they dealt 
with everything Pakistan had 
to throw at them.

Both the batters were reso-
lute in their defence in their 
opening exchanges, opting to 
rotate strike regularly instead 
of searching for boundaries. 
Skipper Karunaratne joined 
Sri Lanka’s elite 6000-run 
club early in the day, becom-
ing the sixth batter from the 
nation to do so.Once they got 
their eye in, the boundaries 
started to flow regularly. 

Dhananjaya brought up 
the 100-run stand for the sixth 
wicket with a four through 
mid-wicket. The very next 
over, Karunratne got to his 
31st Test fifty. His fellow bat-
ting partner wasn’t to be left 
behind as he too got to the 
milestone a few overs later.

It needed something spe-
cial to break the resolute stand 
and Abdullah Shafique pulled 

off a stunning catch at short leg 
to end the skipper’s resistance. 
Dunith Wellalage departed for 
18 but a flurry of boundaries 
from the bat of Dhananjaya 
meant Sri Lanka managed to 
add 121 runs to their overnight 
score before lunch.

At the break, Sri Lanka had 
a lead of 444 runs but given the 
memorable chase of 342 Paki-
stan pulled off in the first Test, 
the hosts decided to continue 
batting in the afternoon session.

Dhananjaya de Silva got 
to his 9th Test century in style 
with a boundary. At the other 
end, Ramesh Mendis landed 
a few heavy blows – including 
three consecutive fours against 
Hasan Ali – to take the lead 
past 500. A direct hit from Ya-
sir Shah ended the centurion’s 
innings as Sri Lanka finally 
called for a declaration, setting 
Pakistan a target of 508.

Pakistan started their in-
nings with intent. Both Abdul-
lah Shafique and Imam-ul-Haq 
were amongst the boundaries. 
It took a great catch from Wel-
lalage to dismiss the in-form 
Shafique. Despite the wicket, 
Pakistan maintained a healthy 
run rate, courtesy of the free-
flowing strokes from Imam and 
Babar Azam, who once again 
walked out to bat at No.3.

Just as the game was ap-
proaching the final hour of 
play, bad light forced players 
off the pitch. 

Thriller on cards as Dhananjaya’s  
ton sets Pak mammoth target

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

THE ICC awarded three new 
countries membership status 
on Tuesday during its ongoing 
ICC Annual Conference in Bir-
mingham. Cambodia and Uz-
bekistan from Asia, and Cote 
D’Ivoire from Africa, were all 
awarded Associate member-
ship status, taking ICC’s total 
members to 108 countries, in-
cluding 96 Associates.

The two Asian teams take 
the total count of Asian coun-

tries to 25 while Cote D’Ivoire 
is the 21st country from Africa.

A major criteria to gain 
ICC Membership is detailed 
in ‘Participation and domestic 
structures’ of Clause 2.1 (d) of 
the ICC Membership Criteria. 
This includes having in place 
a proper structure with mini-
mum team requirements for 
50-over and 20-over tourna-
ments, aside from clear junior 
and women’s pathways.

The three new countries 
satisfied these conditions, 
with the Cricket Federation 

of Uzbekistan’s (CFU) wom-
en’s cricket plan involving 
15 teams playing organised 
competitions with a pathway 
programme for their Under-19 
and Under-17 players.

Côte d’Ivoire Cricket Fed-
eration has a strong grassroots 
programme and also runs a 
national league senior men’s 
competition with eight teams. 
Notably, they have also taken 
several initiatives to grow 
women’s cricket, including 
the appointment of a female 
Board member to drive this 
agenda.

Cricket Association of 
Cambodia (CAC), who were 
severely impacted by COV-
ID-19, was awarded member-
ship subject to the board dem-
onstrating it has a satisfactory 
women’s pathway in place by 
the end of the year.

A T20 tournament with 
eight teams is also in the works 
for November 2022, while 
indoor cricket activities are 
expected to be re-established 
across eight schools.

Cambodia also has 14 reg-
istered teams regularly play-
ing men’s senior domestic 
cricket in the country and has 
a promising junior cricket pro-
gramme with local coaches. 

Ukraine’s application for 
ICC Membership is deferred un-
til cricket activity is able to safely 
resume within the country, but 
the ICC will continue to support 
the Ukraine Cricket Federation 
through this process.

Cricket Russia’s suspen-
sion at the 2021 AGM has 
turned into termination after 
it failed to resolve the issues 
and demonstrate compliance 
following suspension.

Three new countries receive ICC membership status

WTC 2023, 2025 finals  
to be played at Lord’s

ANI
DUBAI

THE International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Tuesday con-
firmed that the Lord’s Cricket 
Ground in London will be host-
ing the World Test Champion-
ship finals in 2023 and 2025.

In 2021, the WTC final 
was shifted from Ageas Bowl, 
Southampton to Lord’s due 
to COVID-19, where New 
Zealand defeated India to be 
crowned as the inaugural WTC 
champions. 

“The ICC Board approved 
Lord’s Cricket Ground as the 
host for the ICC World Test 
Championship Finals in 2023 
and 2025,” stated ICC in an of-
ficial statement.

Earlier, former India crick-
eter and former New Zealand 
skipper Daniel Vettori were 
appointed to the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) Men’s 
Cricket Committee as current 
player representatives.

Apart from them, former 
West Indies cricketer Roger 
Harper has been appointed as 
the second past player repre-
sentative.

“Daniel Vettori and VVS 
Laxman have also been ap-
pointed to the ICC Men’s 
Cricket Committee as current 
player representatives, while 
Roger Harper has been ap-
pointed as the second past 
player representative, join-
ing Sri Lanka’s Mahela Jaya-
wardena,” stated ICC.

Uzbekistan is one of three new countries granted ICC Associate membership. (Pic: ICC)

Cambodia and Uzbekistan from Asia, and Cote D’Ivoire 
from Africa, were all awarded Associate membership 
status, taking ICC’s total members to 108 countries, 

including 96 Associates. The two Asian teams take the 
total count of Asian countries to 25 while Cote D’Ivoire 

is the 21st country from Africa.

Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya de Silva (L) plays a shot during his innings of 109 runs as Pakistan wicketkeeper 
Mohammad Rizwan (R) and captain Babar Azam watch during the fourth day of their second cricket Test 
at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Wednesday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka 1st innings 378 (D. Chandimal 80, O. 
Fernando 50; N. Shah 3-58, Y. Shah 3-83)
Pakistan 1st innings 231 (A. Salman 61; R. Mendis 
5-47)
Sri Lanka (2nd innings; Overnight 176-5)
D. Karunaratne c Shafique b Nauman  61
D. de Silva run out (Yasir)  109
D. Wellalage c Rizwan b Nawaz  18
R. Mendis not out  45
Extras: (b9, lb7, w1, nb5)  22

Total: (For 8 wickets dec, 91.5 overs)  360
Yet to bat: P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando.
Fall of wickets: 6-243 (Karunaratne), 7-278 
(Wellalage), 8-360 (De Silva).
Bowling: Hasan 10-0-44-0 (w1, nb1), Naseem 12.5-1-
44-2 (nb3), Yasir 21-2-80-1, Nawaz 21-4-75-2, 
Nauman 14-0-54-1, Salman 12-2-41-1 (nb1), Azam 
1-0-6-0.
Pakistan (2nd innings; Target 508)
A. Shafique c Wellalage b Jayasuriya  16

Imam-ul-Haq not out  46
B. Azam not out  26
Extras: (nb1)  1
Total: (For 1 wicket, 28 overs)  89
Yet to bat: F. Alam, M. Rizwan, A. Salman, M. Nawaz, N. 
Ali, Y. Shah, H. Ali, N. Shah.
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Shafique).
Bowling: Asitha 3-1-6-0 (nb1), Jayasuriya 13-1-46-1, R. 
Mendis 9-0-31-0, De Silva 2-0-4-0, Wellalage 1-0-2-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Asia Cup shifted to 
UAE from Sri Lanka

ICC

THE Asian Cricket Council has 
confirmed that the Asia Cup 
will be held in the United Arab 
Emirates with Sri Lanka, the 
original hosts, retaining host-
ing rights.

The economic crisis in Sri 
Lanka has seen the Asia Cup 
moved out of the country al-
though Sri Lanka will contin-
ue to retain the hosting rights. 
The tournament will now be 
held in UAE between August 
27 and September 11.

“Every effort was made to 
host the Asia Cup in Sri Lanka 
and the decision to shift the 
venue to the UAE was taken 
after much deliberation,” 
Asian Cricket Council (ACC) 
President Jay Shah said in a 
press release on Wednesday. 
“The UAE will be the new ven-
ue while Sri Lanka will con-
tinue to retain hosting rights.”

“This edition of the Asia 
Cup is extremely important 
as it will help Asian nations 
prepare for the ICC World 
Cup, and I thank the SLC and 
the Emirates Cricket Board 
for their understanding and 
cooperation.”

The ACC also expressed 
its solidarity with Sri Lanka 
Cricket in the release.

“The ACC is mindful of 
the passionate Sri Lankan 
fans, hence the final decision 
to change the venue has been 
very difficult, but has been one 
that was deemed necessary. 
However, the thoughts of all 
ACC members remain in soli-
darity with the cricket-loving 
nation of Sri Lanka.”

The Asia Cup, which was 
last played in 2018, will be 
played in the T20 format, with 
nine teams participating. UAE, 
Kuwait, Singapore and Hong 
Kong will play a qualifying 
round with the winner joining 
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh in 
the main tournament.

While Sri Lanka are host-
ing Pakistan currently and 
also successfully completed 
a series at home against Aus-
tralia recently, the nine-team 
tournament poses a huge chal-
lenge in the current scenario. 
UAE has been a favoured 
backup country for host-
ing major tournaments, with 
India hosting the 2021 T20 
World Cup in the country.

KL Rahul contracts Covid,  
to miss T20I series in WI

ANI
NEW DELHI

INDIA batter KL Rahul will be 
missing out on the upcoming 
T20I series against West In-
dies, after testing positive for 
COVID-19.

India and West Indies 
are currently playing a three-
match ODI series, with the 
third and final match to be 
played on Wednesday. The 
five-match T20I series will 
start on July 29 and will con-
clude on August 7.

Last week, Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
president Sourav Ganguly, 
after the Board’s Apex Coun-
cil meeting in Mumbai, had 
informed about Rahul being 
Covid positive.

Rahul has now completed 
his isolation period, but accord-
ing to ESPNcricinfo, he has 
been advised one more week’s 

rest and recuperation by the 
BCCI’s medical professionals.

Rahul, who underwent sur-
gery recently and had resumed 
his training at the NCA in Ben-
galuru, was named in the T20I 
squad against West Indies and 
was supposed to take a fitness 
test in a couple of days.

The T20I squad of Team In-
dia arrived in Trinidad on Tues-
day ahead of their five-match 
series against West Indies.

The Men in Blue have 
gained an unassailable lead 
of 2-0 in the ODI series. Half-
centuries from Shreyas Iyer, 
Sanju Samson and Axar Patel 
helped Team India win the 
second ODI against West In-
dies by two wickets at Queen’s 
Park Oval stadium in Port of 
Spain on Sunday.

Both teams will be facing 
each other for the third and fi-
nal ODI match on Wednesday 
at Port of Spain.

Former India assistant coach 
joins Dravid’s support staff

ICC

SOUTH African Paddy Up-
ton has been appointed as the 
mental conditioning coach 
and joined up with the India 
squad in Trinidad on Monday.

Paddy Upton joins coach 
Rahul Dravid’s support staff 
as the mental conditioning 
coach in the lead-up to the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup later 
this year in Australia.

Upton previously worked 
with the Indian cricket team 
between 2008 and 2011 as an 
assistant coach under Gary 
Kirsten, during which time India 
became the No.1-ranked Test 
team for the first time and also 
famously won the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2011 on home soil.

According to reports, Dravid 
recommended Upton’s appoint-
ment this time around, with the 
duo having worked together in 
the Indian Premier League with 
Rajasthan Royals and Delhi 
Daredevils (now Delhi Capitals). 

Upton has travelled across 

the world and has been part 
of multiple T20 franchises as 
head coach. Most recently, 
he was ‘Team Catalyst’ at Ra-
jasthan Royals in IPL 2022, 
where his role also included 
the mental conditioning of 
players inside the bio-bubble.

India have a packed sched-
ule heading into the T20 
World Cup. Led by stand-in 
captain Shikhar Dhawan, In-
dia have taken an unassailable 

2-0 lead in the ODI series in 
West Indies with a game to 
go. They will then play a five-
match T20I series where Ro-
hit Sharma will return to as-
sume his role as captain.

India will then play Zim-
babwe in a three-match ODI 
series in mid-August, before 
attempting to win the Asia 
Cup in UAE as well as home 
series against South Africa 
and Australia.

Paddy Upton is Indian cricket team’s mental conditioning coach.

India to host ICC Women’s 
World Cup in 2025

ANI
DUBAI

THE International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Tuesday final-
ly unveiled the host countries 
for the next major ICC tourna-
ments in the women’s category, 
with India to host the marquee 
50-over 2025 World Cup.

The next ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup in 2025 
will be hosted by India and Sri 
Lanka will host the ICC Wom-
en’s T20 Champions Trophy in 
2027 subject to them qualifying 
for the event. Bangladesh will 
be hosting the Women’s T20 
World Cup for a second time.

The hosts were selected via 
a competitive bidding process. 

The ICC Board accepted 
the recommendations of the 

committee who conducted a 
thorough review of each bid 
along with ICC management.

Women’s T20I cricket is 
making its debut at the Com-
monwealth Games in Bir-
mingham this year, with the 
top eight teams competing for 
the gold medal.

“We are delighted to have 
awarded ICC women’s white 
ball events to Bangladesh, In-
dia, England and Sri Lanka. 
Accelerating the growth of the 
women’s game is one of the 
ICC’s strategic priorities and 
taking these events to some of 
our sport’s biggest markets give 
us a fantastic opportunity to do 
that and deepen its connection 
with cricket’s one billion plus 
fans,” ICC quoted Greg Barclay, 
ICC Chairman as saying.

DUTCH tennis coach Max Wenders has been banned from the sport for 12 years after admitting multiple 
match-fixing charges. He must also pay a fine of $12,000, the International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) 
announced on Wednesday. Wenders also admitted to destroying evidence, it said, and failing to report a 
corrupt approach. The ITIA did not disclose when and where any incidents occurred or which players were 
affected. Wenders had worked with several players as a coach on the women’s WTA Tour. (DPA)

Dutch tennis coach Wenders banned for 12 years over match-fixing
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