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World 5
Hundreds killed, scores marooned in 
worst rains in Pakistan’s history

Business 8
Aamal net profit jumps 20.8% to 
QR156.4 mn in H1

Sports 12
Al Kuwari’s Lady Princess retains 
Qatar International Stakes title

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani on Wednesday 
received a phone call from 
Prime Minister of the Hellenic 
Republic Kyriakos Mitsotakis. 
During the phone call, they 
discussed bilateral relations 
and the ways to support and 
enhance them, in addition to 
issues of mutual interest.

Amir, Greek  
PM review ties

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani met 
with Vice President of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Ven-
ezuela Dr Delcy Rodrigues 
during his visit to Venezuela 
on Wednesday.

During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral 
relations between the two 
countries, and the ways to 
support and develop them, 
especially in the fields of 
air transport, trade and 
investment. 

 They also discussed 
ways to encourage partner-
ship between businessmen 
from both countries, specifi-
cally in the field of agricul-
ture, and strategic projects 
related to food security, 
including the exchange of 
knowledge in this domain. 
Moreover, the officials dis-
cussed a number of topics 
of common interest. (QNA)

FM, Venezuelan vice president 
discuss ways to boost relations

QR250,000 fine for reselling or exchanging  
World Cup tickets without FIFA permission

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNAUTHORISED sale, resale and 
exchange of tickets for FIFA World 
Cup matches is a punishable of-
fence that carries a fine of up to 
QR250,000, the Ministry of Justice 
reminded the public on Wednesday, 
citing Law No 10 of 2021. Known 
as the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Law, it regulates measures for host-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The Ministry of Justice has said  
that all legal measures have been tak-
en to host the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in accordance with the latest 
systems, including the development 

of appropriate mechanisms to pre-
vent the existence of a black market 
for tickets.

According to FIFA’s ticket terms 
of use, guests are not permitted to 
transfer tickets under any circum-
stances. “If a guest can no longer use 
a ticket, then it must be returned to 
the ticket applicant. Only the ticket 
applicant is permitted to reassign a 
ticket to another guest,” it added.

“If you cannot attend a match, 
you may put all your tickets up for re-
sale on the official FIFA Resale Plat-
form, subject to the applicable condi-
tions. The FIFA Resale Platform and 
the respective Resale Policy will be 
made available at FIFA.com/tickets 

in due course.
“Please note that you shall not, 

whether physically or online, offer 
for sale, sell, offer at auctions, give 
away or otherwise transfer or at-
tempt to transfer, or engage a third 
party to facilitate or solicit offers for 
the transfer of their tickets under 
any circumstances, including any 
use or attempted use of tickets for 
advertising, promotions, incentive 
programmes, sweepstakes, contests, 
giveaways or raffles or as part of ho-
tel, flight, hospitality or travel pack-
ages, or other commercial purposes, 
except as expressly authorised in 
writing by FIFA Ticketing, or as per-
mitted by the Ticket Terms of Use.”

HIA sees 149.3% 
rise in passenger 
traffic in June

QNA
DOHA

THE number of passengers 
at Hamad International Air-
port (HIA) increased by 149.3 
percent in June to reach 
3,106,063 passengers, com-
pared to 1,245,766 passengers 
in June 2021.

A statement issued by the 
Qatar Civil Aviation Authority 
(QCAA) said Wednesday that 
the air transport statistics for 

June 2022 showed a gradual 
recovery of this sector after the 
coronavirus pandemic, as air-
craft traffic at HIA increased 
during June 2022 by 39.3 
percent compared to the same 
month last year.

The number of flights in-
creased to 18,155 in June 2022, 
up from 13,31 flights in June 
2021, while freight and mail 
traffic witnessed a decrease of 
9.4 percent compared to the 
same month of 2021.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MANY parts of Qatar 
saw scattered rainfall on 
Wednesday, with the Qa-
tar Meteorology Depart-
ment forecasting thun-
dery rain, associated with 
strong wind in the coming 
days.

“Cloudy weather and 
scattered rain observed at 
places over the country. 
The rain maybe thundery 
at times inshore and off-
shore,” the QMD said in a 
tweet.

The QMD said thunder 
rain expected on Thursday 
inshore and offshore.

 Wednesday’s tem-
perature ranged between 
32 degree C and 39 degree 
C, with a drop in the maxi-
mum temperature, from 
46 degree C on Tuesday.

Qatar sees 
scattered 
rainfall, 
more likely

Qatar’s financial wealth to reach 
$400 billion by 2026, says BCG

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR’S financial wealth will 
experience a sturdy compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 
3.9 percent to rise from $300 
billion in 2021 to $400 bil-
lion in 2026, according to a 
new report released by Boston 
Consulting Group (BCG) on 
Wednesday.

The report titled ‘Global 
Wealth 2022: Standing Still Is 
Not an Option’ shows equities 
and investment funds in Qatar 
making up the largest asset 
class at 46 percent of total per-
sonal wealth in 2021 whereas 
life insurance and pensions 
are expected to grow the fast-
est with a CAGR of 5.7 percent 
by 2026.

While currency and depos-
its represent the second larg-
est class at 40 percent of total 
personal wealth in 2021, the 

report said, bonds make up a 
mere 1 percent. It is expected 
life insurance and pensions 
will become the third largest 
asset class over the next five 
years, the report said.

In a statement released as 
part of the report, BCG Man-
aging Director and Partner 
Mustafa Bosca said, “We see 
the Middle East and Africa fi-
nancial wealth growing year 
after year, including Qatar, de-
spite a tremulous global mar-
ket. In fact, Qatar represented 
4.2 percent of the Middle East 
and Africa’s financial wealth 
in 2021, having grown 3.1 per-
cent every year since 2016 to 
$300 billion.”

In 2021, the report said, 
approximately 40 percent of 
Qatar’s wealth is derived from 
Ultra High Net Worth (HNW) 
individuals who are worth 
more than $100 million. This 
is expected to grow to 41 per-
cent in 2026, whereas indi-
viduals with wealth ranging 
above $1 million held 25 per-
cent of Qatar’s wealth in 2021 
and are expected to remain the 
same by 2026.

The Seventh Local Dates Festival kicked off at Souq Waqif on Wednesday, with the participation of more 
than 80 local farms. Organised by the Ministry of Municipality, in cooperation with Souq Waqif admin-
istration, the festival will continue until August 10 from 3 pm to 9 pm. The organisation of this festival 
comes within the framework of Qatar’s interest in supporting and encouraging the domestic produc-
tion of national products, including dates in conjunction with the season of dates production in Qatar. 
Director of the Agricultural Affairs Department Yousuf Khalid Al Khulaifi said this edition witnesses, for 
the first time, the participation of some farms by displaying locally-produced fruits, as an experiment to 
show the extent of the farm owners’ readiness to organise a festival for local fruits. (QNA) PAGE 2

LOCAL DATES FESTIVAL KICKS OFF

Qatar represented 4.2 per-
cent of the Middle East 
and Africa’s financial 
wealth in 2021, having 
grown 3.1 percent every 
year since 2016 to  
$300 billion.

OOREDOO Group has regis-
tered a net profit of QR1.3 
billion on revenues of QR11 
billion for the first half of 
2022. While the net profit 
jumped 43 percent and 
turned positive, revenues 
rose 4 percent from the 
same period last year.

Group EBITDA for 
H1-2022 stood at QR4.5 
billion, an increase of 2 per-
cent from H1-2021. EBITDA 
has been normalized for 
two Indonesian non-recuring 
item — the data centre deal 
in 2022 and the tower sale 
and lease back in 2021, 
Ooredoo said. CAPEX for 
H1-2022 stood at QR965 
million and free cash flow 
increased 10 percent to 
reach QR3.6 billion

The consolidated cus-
tomer base stood at 55 mil-
lion, driven by growth most 
markets offset by a decline 
in Myanmar. (TNN)  PAGE 9

Ooredoo posts 
revenue of  
QR11 bn for H1

THE Qatar Central Bank 
(QCB) has raised the bank’s 
deposit rate (QCBDR) by 75 
basis points, to become 3 
percent. It also raised the 
bank’s lending rate (QCBLR) 
by 50 basis points, to 3.75 
percent. PAGE 8

QCB raises 
interest rates
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MURAIKHI MEETS UN SECRETARY-GENERAL SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met with Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General 
for Children and Armed Conflict Virginia Gamba in Doha on Wednesday. During the meeting, they reviewed 
relations between the State of Qatar and the United Nations, as well as topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

MoCI recalls Mercedes-Benz E Class, 
G Class, GLC & GLS 2020-22 models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in col-
laboration with Nasser Bin 
Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, has 
announced the recall of 2020-
2022 Mercedes-Benz E Class, 
G Class, GLC, and GLS vehicles 
because the engine control unit 
software does not meet fac-
tory requirements, potentially 
resulting in exhaust emissions 
exceeding allowed limits.

The recall campaign, ac-
cording to the ministry, was 

part of its ongoing efforts to 
protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on ve-
hicle defects and repairs.

The ministry stated that it 
would work with the dealer to 
monitor the maintenance and 
repair work, as well as commu-
nicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs were 
made.

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Department of Consumer 
Protection and Combating 
Commercial Fraud, which han-
dles complaints, inquiries, and 
suggestions.

Seventh Local Dates Festival opens 
with over 80 local farms partaking

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Seventh Local Dates Festi-
val 2022, organised by the Min-
istry of Municipality and Souq 
Waqif Administration, kicked 
off on Wednesday with the par-
ticipation of more than 80 lo-
cal farms.

The launch of the festival 
was attended by Yousef Khaled 
Al-Khulaifi, director of Agri-
cultural Affairs at the Ministry 
of Municipality, Abdulrahman 
Muhammad Al-Nama, assis-
tant director of Administra-
tive and Financial Affairs at 
the Private Engineering Office, 
and a number of ministry offi-
cials and Souq Waqif manage-
ment.

The festival will run until 
August 10, from 3pm to 9pm 
daily. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Youssef Khaled Al Khulaifi, 
director of the Department of 
Agricultural Affairs, stated that 
the festival aims to promote 
the production of dates and 
introduce its different types, in 
addition to encouraging local 
farm owners to find an outlet 

to display and market their 
production directly to the pub-
lic, which will reflect positively 
on the volume of their sales 
and enhance their ability to in-
creasing production and devel-
oping its marketing method.

He added that this seventh 
edition witnesses, for the first 
time, the participation of some 
farms displaying some types of 
locally produced fruits, as an 
experiment to show the extent 
of the farm owners’ readiness 
to local needs. 

He added that the annual 
production has exceeded 82 
percent of the self-sufficiency 

ratio, which is considered a 
distinct and excellent percent-
age, as the ministry aspires 
to improve the local product 
through the support it pro-
vides to farm owners in terms 
of land preparation, fertilisa-
tion, pollination and others. 

Khulaifi also stressed that 
a date festival will be organ-
ised soon as a complementary 
event to the dates festival.

For his part, Abdul Rah-
man Muhammad Al Nama, 
assistant director of Adminis-
trative and Financial Affairs at 
the Private Engineering Office, 
said that the venue for the fes-

tival has been prepared with 
all the necessary equipment by 
the Souq Waqif management. 

He added that Souq Waqif 
is keen to participate in the 
festival in order to support lo-
cal farms, explaining that the 
market is distinguished as a 
historical tourist attraction for 
citizens, residents and tourists 
alike, in addition to its privi-
leged location in the centre of 
Doha, which makes it easily ac-
cessible for all.

The organizing commit-
tee’s requirements to partici-
pate in the festival include the 
condition that the dates be 

good, clean and free from in-
sects and impurities. 

A team of specialists in the 
Department of Agricultural 
Affairs will also take samples 
of dates from the participat-
ing farms for examination and 
analysis in order to ensure that 
they are free of toxic substances 
and the residual effect of pesti-
cides. 

The festival’s organising 
committee is keen to follow the 
special instructions and direc-
tives to limit the spread of the 
COVID-19, and calls on the visi-
tors to adhere to the precaution-
ary measures in this regard.

Two exceptional art exhibitions open at Fire Station
MERIAM JELLITI

DOHA

QATAR Museums (QM) is wel-
coming two exceptional exhibi-
tions titled ‘Abeer Al-Tamimi: 
Beyond the Rules’ and ‘Ab-
straction: Subverting Reality’ 
at Doha Fire Station starting 
today.

Abeer Al-Tamimi: Beyond 
the Rules is a solo exhibition 
that dives into the artist’s inter-
est in human interaction and 
behaviour. 

According to the survey 
which Tamimi conducted dur-
ing her residence at Cité inter-
nationale des Arts in Paris in 
2021, people are entitled and 
live in a bubble that invokes 
negative behaviour. Starting 
from that moment this theme 
became important to the artist 
and she has been exploring it till 
the present time. This interest 
reflects in all her creative devel-
opment. 

Tamimi is a multi-discipli-
nary, experimental artist who 
introduces unconventional ma-
terials and elements into her 
work seeking new forms of ex-
pression. 

She is engrossed in social 
issues of today, transforming 
them into abstract and contem-
porary styles that people can 
relate to. 

For Tamimi, it is fascinating 

to explore how diverse cultures 
have different ways of interpret-
ing behaviours and emotions — 
and that we can all agree to one 
basic ideology of coexistence. 
This entails understanding and 
respecting one another rather 
than forcing one’s opinion or 
belief on the other.

Her projects explore the 
negative effects of self-righteous 
thoughts and factors that shape 
the subconscious and conscious 
mind that can navigate a person 
to undesirable consequences.

This entails understand-
ing and respecting one another 
rather than forcing one’s opin-
ion or belief on the other. 

“Our strength lies in our 
differences, there is strength 
in this diversity that breaks the 
boundaries within us,” the artist 
stated.

“My exhibition revolves 
around coexisting. People with 
different beliefs and traditions 
can always come together and 

coexist and something positive 
will come out of understanding 
one another, and at the same 
time, it also reflects the negative 
side of it, which focuses more 
on mental health issues. So, 
my art is dedicated to raising 
awareness of mental health is-

sues. I myself have struggled for 
a period of time and thankfully 
I had the support of my fam-
ily but many people don’t. So, I 
wanted to show people that we 
are not alone in this, we can all 
share and we should all be able 
to understand one another and 

hence coexist with one anoth-
er,” Tamimi explained.

Abstraction: Subverting 
Reality exhibition, curated by 
Amal Zeyad Ali, is on view un-
til September 24, 2022. The 
exhibition offers more than 
25 works of multidisciplinary 

contemporary artists: Noor 
Abuissa, Amna Al Baker, Shai-
kha Al Hardan, May Al Man-
nai, Hassan Al Mulla, Ebtisam 
Al Saffar, Ryan Browning, 
Sarah Jayyousi, Jesse Payne, 
Michael Perrone and Twiggy 
Shmeissany.

The exhibition reflects dif-
ferent techniques, colours and 
shapes. It includes painting, 
drawing, and sculpture. 

The exhibition features art-
ists from past and current resi-
dency programmes at the Fire 
Station, as well as newcomers 
to the Fire Station who were in-
vited to participate. It presents 
a range of artworks by each of 
the 11 artists, encouraging the 
viewer to be empowered to see 
what they want to represent 
by each piece and to receive a 
unique experience. 

“Curating this exhibition 
was a lot of fun as every artist 
had a different perspective or 
style of work. I think it’s a great 
way to show the richness of the 
local art scene in Qatar which is 
one of the primary aims of the 
Fire Station. Not a single visitor 
will have the same experience 
at coming to this exhibition,” 
said the curator, Amal Zeyad 
Ali.

“This exhibition came about 
for two main reasons; I really 
love abstract art and I wanted 
to showcase how many artists 
are working on abstract art in 
Qatar while shedding light on 
the subject as a big theme.  My 
main concern was that everyone 
has a different feeling or take 
away from the exhibition, so it 
is a very unique experience for 
everyone,” she added.

NCSA workshop
on cybersecurity 
shines light on  
legal regulations

QNA
DOHA

THE National Cyber Security 
Agency (NCSA), represented 
by the National Cyber Excel-
lence Department, in coopera-
tion with the Centre of Legal 
and Judicial Studies at the 
Ministry of Justice, concluded 
Wednesday a five-day work-
shop entitled ‘Legal Regula-
tion of Cybersecurity’, with 
the participation of a number 
of lawyers working in state 
ministries, bodies, and institu-
tions.

In this context, Dalal Al 
Aqidi, head of the National 
Cyber Excellence Department 
of NCSA, said that the agency 
does not spare any effort in 
cooperating with institutions 
and ministries in the state, 
to exchange experiences and 
spread and strengthen the cul-
ture of cyber security and digi-
tal safety among all segments 
of society.

She explained that the 
workshop focused on sev-
eral axes, the most important 
of which are the efforts ex-
erted by the State of Qatar to 
strengthen cybersecurity, as 
well as cooperation with its 
counterparts around the world 
to create open and secure cy-
berspace, in addition to the 
legal emergence of cybersecu-
rity in the state of Qatar, the 
establishment of NCSA, which 
is specialised in maintaining 
and regulating cybersecurity, 
and the role of the agency and 
its competencies aimed at pro-
moting the vital interests of 
the state and protecting it in 
the face of cyberspace threats.

She added that the work-
shop focused on providing and 
developing the skills of par-
ticipants in the field of cyber-

security and the risks posed 
by cyber-attacks that threaten 
countries, as well as the legal 
framework for cybercrime, its 
characteristics, images, and 
models of cybercrime.

For his part, Khalid Al 
Muftah, a cyber specialist 
from the National Cyber Ex-
cellence Department of NCSA, 
reviewed the role of the agency 
in the implementation of exer-
cises and training for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and ex-
plained to the participants the 
role of the National Agency 
in the tournament insurance 
plan, and its security and pre-
cautionary measures before 
sports events.

In this regard, Director of 
the Centre for Legal and Judi-
cial Studies at the Ministry of 
Justice Nada Jassim Al Abdul-
jabbar said that the centre, in 
view of the great attention paid 
by the state to cybersecurity, 
was keen to host experts from 
the National Cybersecurity 
Agency to train participants 
in courses consistent with the 
center’s role in training all le-
gal categories and developing 
their skills in all areas of law, 
especially vital and new ones.

The idea of the training 
program for the prevention of 
cybercrime was launched after 
testing 95 entities working in 
several sectors in the coun-
try, to know their abilities and 
skills in the cyber field and to 
make sure how much they 
can protect themselves from 
cyber-attacks.
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Turkish Airlines’ online 
shopping store, ‘Shop & 
Miles,’ gets a new look

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

OPERATING as an online shopping store 
under the umbrella of Turkish Airlines 
since 2014, shopandmiles.com gained 
a new look both in terms of design and 
technology with the ‘New Shop&Miles’ 
experience.

With its new design offering a privi-
leged shopping experience, the user-
friendly platform where Miles&Smiles 
members can redeem their Miles as they 
wish is operating with a service-focused 
approach. Miles&Smiles members will 
be able to buy a coffee with their Miles 
or turn them into a delicious meal or use 
them for a multitude of products and gift 
cards.

Stating that Turkish Airlines aims to 
carry 75 million passengers this year as 
the biggest service exporter of Türkiye, 

Turkish Airlines Chairman of the Board 
and the Executive Committee Prof Dr 
Ahmet Bolat said: “Our online shopping 
store has been attracting great interest 
from our Miles&Smiles members since 
the first day we launched it. Now we 

have renewed our website both in terms 
of infrastructure and design. In this new 
phase we named it the New Shop&Miles 
Experience.

“We have designed Shop&Miles, 
which we offer together with Türkiye’s 
most valuable brands, in a way that pro-
vides opportunities and advantages in the 
daily lives of our members. Our mem-
bers will now be able to use their Miles in 
every part of their lives and benefit from 
the services of our country’s most popular 
national and international companies in 
their respective fields.”

Drawing attention with its design, 
shopandmiles.com website also col-
laborated with the most valuable brands 
with the leadership mantles in their sec-
tors in Türkiye. Also, in order to increase 
the Mile redemption alternatives, many 
new brands are added to the platform as 
Miles&Smiles programme partners.

‘Win a Golden Ball’ campaign:
Malabar Gold and Diamonds 
commences prize distribution

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MALABAR Gold and Dia-
monds, one of the largest jew-
ellery retailers globally with 
more than 285 outlets across 
10 countries, has announced 
the first round of winners of 
the ‘Win a Golden Ball’ cam-
paign. 

The names of the lucky win-
ners were announced by Ab-
dulla Ali A A Almalki, from the 
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry. The lucky recipients of 
the prize were Sushil Kumar, Il-
yas Lalamia Bamne, Nizin Shah, 
Senthil Murugan and Thulasi 
Haridas. 

Through this promotion, 10 
lucky shoppers will win a 100-
gram golden ball each. Custom-
ers will be entitled to one raffle 
coupon with every gold jewel-
lery purchase of QR500. 

To add more glitter to the 
season, Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds has unveiled a splendid 
spread of diversified jewellery 
collections. Titled Vibez, Enig-
ma and Nrityanjali, these col-
lections have been launched in 
the diamond and gold jewellery 
categories. 

All the new collections come 
with the assurance of the Ma-
labar Promise, a set of policies 
that safeguard the interests of 
customers and their purchases. 
This includes tested and certified 
diamonds, guaranteed buyback, 
zero-deduction gold exchange, 
assured lifetime maintenance, 
jewellery exchange within 15 
days and much more.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
is the flagship company of Mala-

bar Group, a leading diversified 
Indian business conglomerate.

Established in 1993 in the 
Indian state of Kerala, Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds today has a 
strong retail network of over 285 
outlets spread across 10 coun-
tries in addition to multiple of-
fices, design centres, wholesale 
units and factories spread across 
India, Middle East, Far East and 
USA. With an annual turnover 
of $4.51 billion, the company 
currently ranks one among the 
largest jewellery retailers glob-
ally.

With 14 manufacturing 
units in India and GCC, the 
company currently has 12 exclu-
sive jewellery brands to cater to 

the discerning needs of custom-
ers. With headquarters in Ker-
ala and branches across India, 
Middle East, Far East and USA, 
Malabar Group is best known 
for its activities in the field of 
gold, diamonds, silver and life-
style articles.

Malabar Group also oper-
ates MGD – Lifestyle Jewellery, 
a retail concept offering trendy 
and light weight jewellery that 
represents the independent and 
the modern woman through its 
designs and collections.

The group, owned by over 
4,000 shareholders excels in 
quality products and services, 
has more than 13,000 profes-
sionals from over 26 countries 
working for its continued suc-
cess.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
also features an online store 
www.malabargoldanddia-
monds.com providing custom-
ers the opportunity to purchase 
their favorite jewelry at any time 
and on any day from the com-
fort of their homes.

GUINEA-BISSAU FM RECEIVES QATAR’S AMBASSADOR CREDENTIALS Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Coopera-
tion and Communities of Guinea-Bissau Suzi Carla Barbosa received a copy of credentials of HE Mohammed bin Kurdi Al 
Marri as ambassador (non-resident) extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Qatar to Guinea-Bissau. (QNA)

Amiri Guard Commander HE Lieutenant-General Hazza bin Khalil Al Shahwani on Wednesday met with Defence Attache 
at the Embassy of Pakistan in Qatar Commodore Sharjeel Iftikhar on the occasion of assuming his new duties. During 
the meeting, they reviewed aspects of cooperation in the military field and the ways to enhance them. Several senior 
officers of the Amiri Guard attended the meeting. (QNA)

AMIRI GUARD COMMANDER MEETS PAKISTAN DEFENCE ATTACHE

Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat, Turkish Airlines chairman, with senior management officials at the launch of the airline’s new online store design.

Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat, Turkish Airlines chief

Prize winners were announced during the Malabar Gold and Dia-
monds promotional campaign held in Doha recently.

Through this promotion, 
10 lucky shoppers will win 
a 100-gram golden ball 
each. Customers will be 
entitled to one raffle cou-
pon with every gold jewel-
lery purchase of QR500

Breitling has just launched a redesign of its sporty sea watch

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

BREITLING has just 
launched a redesign of its 
sporty sea watch. The new 
collection retraces the pared-
down aesthetic of the origi-
nal SuperOcean Slow Motion 
from the 1960s and 1970s, 
while adding modern fea-
tures and a bright palette of 
colour. Plus, it’s no longer 
strictly a dive watch— surf 
with it, swim with it, hit the 
beach bar with it.

In the 1960s, the emerg-
ing sport of scuba diving 
was all the rage, inspired 
by the adventures of ocean 
explorer Jacques Cousteau. 
In diving, timing was eve-
rything—measured almost 
exclusively in minutes—and 
Breitling wanted to not only 
provide the best tool watch 
for the task, but to give it a 

sense of style. 
To create this early Super-

Ocean, Breitling’s designers 
eliminated any superfluous 
features that didn’t support 
the lifesaving needs of divers 
underwater. A high-contrast 
dial ring was introduced to 
the crucial minutes scale. 
Out went subtle indexes in 
favour of chunky luminescent 
batons for easy readability. 
And, in the boldest move of 
all, Breitling did away with 
the seconds hand, since di-
vers … didn’t really need it. In 
its place came a revolutionary 
minutes-based chronograph, 
dubbed the “Slow Motion” 
because it took an hour to 
make a full rotation of the 
dial. 

Today, Breitling launched 
a new Superocean that goes 
back to the Slow Motion’s 
simplified tool-watch philos-
ophy. And while the collec-
tion has been revised to meet 
the needs of modern wearers 
(the seconds hand was, of 
course, a must), a keen eye 
will spot several design nods 
to the original. 

The collection was un-

veiled to media, retailers, and 
influencers at the Wheels & 
Waves surf-and-motorcycle 
festival in Biarritz. The event 
followed a day of sea-themed 
activities with surprise vis-
its from European surf and 
screen personalities. Present 
were surfers Andrew Cotton, 
Jérémy Florès, and Natxo 
Gonzalez, along with actors 
Guillaume Canet from France 
and Álvaro Morte from Spain. 

Speaking from the festi-
val, Breitling CEO Georges 
Kern said, “There’s a certain 
sameness to the look of most 
dive watches, but the Slow 
Motion always stood out from 
the crowd. We’re so pleased 

to introduce our modern take 
on this classic, the all-new 
Superocean.” 

Made for the sea 
Available in four sizes (46, 

44, 42, and 36 mm), the col-
lection’s colourful dials are 
paired with three different 
case metals—steel, steel-gold, 
and bronze. The special al-
loy used in the 44 and 42 
mm bronze versions has an 
excellent resistance to corro-
sion but will still develop a 
subtle patina over time that 
makes the watch even more 
unique. The two strap options 
(a sporty rubber strap and a 
new three-row metal brace-

let) have a folding clasp that 
allows for micro-adjustments 
of up to 15 mm for easy wear 
over rashies and dive suits. 

Aside from looking good, 
the new SuperOcean is also 
a technical marvel. Water-re-
sistant to 300 m (1000 ft), it 
features broad hands and in-
dexes coated in Super-Lumi-
Nova that allow for exception-
al readability underwater. Its 
scratchproof ceramic-inlayed 
bezel means it will never wear 
or fade. For safety, the bezel is 
unidirectional on most sizes 
and bidirectional with a pat-
ented lock on the 46 mm. This 
watch is also shock-, sand-, 
and saltwater-resistant. Its 

automatic Breitling Caliber 17 
comes with a two-year war-
ranty and an approximate 38-
hour power reserve. 

Best of all, the Slow Mo-
tion’s distinctive square min-
ute hand has made a come-
back. So has the high-contrast 
minute scale. Fans will also 
remember “the dot,” a circu-
lar window at 6 o’clock that 
displayed different colours 
depending on whether the 
minutes-based chronograph 
was engaged, paused, or off. 
In the new SuperOcean, a 
circle near the tip of the sec-
ond hand gives a wink to that 
much-loved feature.

Serious performance, 
laid-back vibe 

The Breitling Surfer 
Squad, made up of Kelly 
Slater, Stephanie Gilmore, 
and Sally Fitzgibbons, is back 
as the faces behind the new 
SuperOcean collection. The 
watch assortment includes 
the special-edition SuperO-
cean Automatic 42 Kelly 
Slater. Co-designed with the 
surf champion and limited to 
1,000 pieces, the watch fea-

tures an eye-popping orange 
dial and a military-green rub-
ber strap. The colour scheme 
is inspired by a watch Slater’s 
dad used to wear surfing. 

Of the collaboration, Slater 
says, “I’ve been co-creating 
watches with Breitling for 
the past few years but this 
one, in particular, is very per-
sonal. It’s inspired by my late 
father, who had a watch with 
an orange face that he used 
to wear surfing for as long as 
I can remember. The green 
and orange together is a col-
our scheme I used to like for 
the airbrushes on my boards 
growing up. That combination 
has always stuck with me.” 

There’s something for 
everyone in the new Super-
Ocean. Collectors will rec-
ognise the strong influence 
of the Slow Motion, water 
sports enthusiasts will appre-
ciate its technical features, 
and the style conscious will 
gravitate towards its day-to-
night, beach-to-boardroom 
versatility. The new SuperO-
cean perfectly balances the 
nostalgia of its heritage while 
making fresh new waves.

The Ocean Is Call-
ing: Experience The 
New SuperOcean
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QSindhis bids farewell
to noted social worker

LN MALLICK
DOHA

QSINDHIS, a social and com-
munity welfare organisation of 
expatriate Pakistanis in Qatar, 
organised a farewell event for 
Muhammad Sheikh, an active 
social worker and senior core 
committee member who is re-
locating to the United Kingdom. 

The event started with the 
recitation of verses from the 
Holy Quran and naat. The core 
committee of QSindhis paid 
rich tributes to Sheikh for his 
services to the Pakistani com-
munity in Qatar. They extended 
their good wishes to him in his 
future endeavours. 

The speakers appreci-
ated his devotion and sincer-

ity towards his friends and col-
leagues. 

All the core committee 
members accompanied by their 
families and children were pre-
sent at the event. 

Sheikh thanked his compa-
triots for organising the event.

“I am both sad and happy at 
this moment. I will always cher-
ish the sweet memories of my 
stay in Qatar,” he said.

He praised his colleagues 
and Qafco management for the 
support he received during his 
stay in Qatar. He particularly 
thanked the Pakistani commu-
nity in Qafco and noted that he 
was leaving with fond memories.  

“I would like thank my 
friends and colleagues for the 
support I received during my 

stay in Qatar. I would also like 
to thank the Pakistani commu-
nity,” he said. 

Born in Karachi, Sheikh re-
ceived his early education from 
Karachi and then earned a de-
gree in civil engineering from 
Sir Syed University of Engineer-
ing and Technology in 2014. 

He came to Qatar in 2016 
and was engaged in several 
prestigious projects. 

He was an active member of 
Pakistan Engineers Forum and 
created good relations with oth-
er communities living in Qatar. 

“Sheikh always played an 
active role in the growth of 
QSindhis, which is now counted 
among the renowned organisa-
tions of expatriate Pakistanis,” 
said Junaid Mahar.

Dr Imtiaz, senior core committee member of QSin-
dhis, presents a memento to Muhammad Sheikh.

SOL Qatar, ISC host football tourney
in memory of A S Firos and Dhanraj

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SOL Qatar recently organised a 
football tournament at Hamilton 
International School, Mesaimeer, 
Doha, to commemorate late In-
dian footballers A S Firos and 
Dhanraj, professional footballers 
who left this world too early.

Dr. I M Vijayan, former cap-
tain of the Indian football team 
and Arjuna Award winner, was the 
chief guest at the final. The tour-
nament was inaugurated by Dr. 
Mohan Thomas, president of the 
Indian Sports Centre (ISC). 

The tournament drew a large 
crowd and received enthusiastic 
support from the Indian com-

munity in Qatar. Balloons were 
launched in support of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The tournament featured the 
best eight teams from the In-
dian community, as well as Fly 

Well Tours AmigoZ  FC, who de-
feated Ali International FC 2-1 to 
win the inaugural tournament. 
Bijo Paul was named man of the 
match and Shajeer was named 
player of the tournament, both 

from the winning team.
The medals were presented by 

I M Vijayan and Sharaf P Hameed, 
CEO of City Exchange in Doha.

The tournament took place be-
tween July 14 and 22, 2022.

Qatar takes part in Arab 
human rights meeting to 
discuss Israeli violations

QNA 
CAIRO

THE two-day 50th Regular Session of 
Permanent Arab Committee for Hu-
man Rights kicked off in the General-
Secretariat of Arab League Headquar-
ters in Cairo on Thursday with the 
participation of the state of Qatar.

Director of the Human Rights 
Department at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs Dr Turki bin Abdulla Al 
Mahmoud led Qatar’s delegation to 
the meeting.

The agenda of the session includes 
a broad range of themes covering 
permanent items, foremost of which 
is Israeli violations and racial acts in 
the occupied Arab lands, the ways to 
handle the problem of Arab prison-
ers and detainees in Israeli prisons, in 
addition to the bodies of the Palestin-
ian martyrs and Arabs detained in the 
prisons of the occupation authorities.

During her inaugural remarks de-
livered to the session, the Arab League 
Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Affairs Ambassador Haifa Abu Ghaz-
aleh emphasised the importance of 
the strenuous efforts at the level of the 
Permanent Arab Committee for Hu-
man Rights to support the Arab Hu-
man Rights System, coordinate the 
positions on human rights issues that 

have been rolled out regionally and in-
ternationally with the prime Arab is-
sue coming at the forefront, including 
the Palestinian cause at top priority.

She stressed the need for concert-
ed efforts to enshrine these rights in 
their various dimensions and levels, 
calling for more coordination and co-
operation between the four existing 
mechanisms under the umbrella of 
the Arab human rights system, par-
ticularly the Permanent Arab Human 
Rights Committee - the key commit-
tee, the Arab Charter Committee on 
Human Rights, and the Committee 
on Human Rights, Human Rights in 
the Arab Parliament, and the annual 
conference of those responsible for 
human rights in the Arab Ministries of 
Interior, while respecting the scope of 
their respective jurisdictions, adding 
that coherence of efforts has become 
very essential.

Ambassador Abu Ghazaleh 
stressed the importance of not isolat-
ing the work of the Permanent Arab 
Human Rights Committee from the 
contribution provided by national hu-
man rights institutions and civil socie-
ty organizations, pointing out that in-
teraction with all stakeholders would 
add a distinct dimension to the work 
of the Committee during the coming 
period.



World

dpa 
London 

A British-born environmentalist 
who was jailed for more than four 
years in Iran has been released on 
furlough, British officials say.

Morad Tahbaz, 66, is at his fam-
ily’s home in the Iranian capital, 
Tehran, the Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development Office 
(FCDO) said on Wednesday.

The wildlife conservationist 
was allowed out on furlough on 
the day Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 
and fellow dual national Anoosheh 
Ashoori were freed and allowed to 
return to Britain in March, but he 
was returned to custody after just 
two days.

An FCDO spokesperson said: 
“The Tahbaz family have confirmed 
Morad has been released from Evin 
prison on furlough and is at their 
home in Tehran.

“Morad is a tri-national and we 
continue to work closely with the 
United States to urge the Iranian 
authorities to permanently release 
him and allow his departure from 
Iran.” 

It is understood that British 
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss has told 

Tahbaz’s family Britain could not 
secure his full departure from Iran 
because he is also a US citizen, and 
Iranian authorities are also having 
discussions with US counterparts.

His daughter, Roxanne Tahbaz, 
who has been campaigning for her 
father’s release for months, in June 
accused ministers of failing to keep 
a dialogue open with her about 
measures being taken to secure his 
release.

“Our father has been unjustly 
jailed in Iran for nearly four and 
a half years, but Liz Truss and the 
government still haven’t informed 
us over what they’re doing to secure 
his release,” she said at the time.

“There doesn’t seem to be any 
sense of urgency - nothing to sug-
gest the foreign secretary and her 
office feel they need to get my father 
out of prison immediately.” 

In March, Britain said it had se-
cured Tahbaz’s furlough, along with 
the release and return of Zaghari-
Ratcliffe and Ashoori. This came 
after the British government finally 
agreed to settle a £400-million 
($481.4-million) debt to Iran dating 
back to the rule of the shah in the 
1970s.

But two days later, Tahbaz was 

forced to return to Evin prison.
Eilidh Macpherson, Amnesty 

International UK’s individuals at 
risk campaign manager, said: “This 
is very encouraging news but we’ve 
been here before and we now need 
to see the UK pressing hard for Mo-
rad’s full, unconditional release and 
permission for him to leave Iran 
along with his wife Vida.

“Back in March when Morad 
was given a temporary release for 
just 48 hours, it was clear the Ira-
nian authorities were once again 
playing cruel games with a British 
national for diplomatic gain.

“It goes without saying that Mo-
rad should never have been jailed 
in the first place and it remains a 
matter of grave concern that British 
nationals continue to be held arbi-
trarily by the Iranian authorities 
like this.” 

Tahbaz, a prominent conser-
vationist and board member of the 
Persian Wildlife Heritage Founda-
tion, was arrested during a crack-
down on environmental activists in 
January 2018.

He was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison with his colleagues on vague 
charges of spying for the US and un-
dermining Iran’s security.

Iran releases British-Iranian 
environmentalist on furlough

dpa 
IsLamabad 

RESCUERS in south-western 
Pakistan were scrambling on 
Wednesday to reach thou-
sands of families stranded in 
their villages after the heavi-
est rains in recorded history 
lashed the South Asian nation, 
heightening concerns about 
climate change.

Rescues were using army 
helicopters and boats to reach 

at least 50,000 families ma-
rooned in remote areas in the 
province of Balochistan after 
roads and bridges were de-
stroyed by flash floods, pro-
vincial home minister Zia Lan-
gov said.

Several days of monsoon 
rains have battered Balo-
chistan and the country’s most 
populous southern city, Kara-
chi, inundating streets, block-
ing roads and forcing millions 
to look for dry ground.

The rains in Balochistan 
and Karachi are the heavi-
est in the recorded history of 
Pakistan, chief meteorologist 

Sardar Sarfraz said.
Army engineers and sol-

diers were assisting the rescu-
ers in draining the water from 
flooded streets and reaching 
stranded people, the military’s 
media wing said.

The death toll from the 
weeks of rains and flooding 
reached 340 on Wednesday 
and was expected to rise, the 
national disaster management 
agency said.

The experts attribute the 

erratic rains and flooding to 
climate change. Some warned 
the county might continue to 
suffer without any tangible ac-
tion.

Pakistan is ranked num-
ber eight in the list of coun-
ties most vulnerable to climate 
change, despite contributing 
less than 1% of global car-
bon emissions. The country’s 
climate change minister has 
called the threat from global 
warning an existential one. 

Hundreds killed, scores marooned 
in worst rains in Pakistan’s history

People wade across a flooded street after heavy monsoon rainfall in Karachi recently. (aFP)
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News 
in brief

UN rights panel urges repeal of  
Hong Kong’s National Security Law
Geneva: The Un Human Rights Committee has reprimanded 
China for a lack of protection of human rights in Hong Kong 
and called for the repeal of the territory’s controversial na-
tional security Law, which critics say is being used to silence 
dissent.

The committee urged Hong Kong to take “concrete steps 
to repeal the current national security Law and, in the mean-
time, refrain from applying the law.” It said it was “deeply con-
cerned about the overly broad interpretation of and arbitrary 
application” of the beijing-imposed legislation, which went 
into effect in 2020, after mass pro-democracy protests rocked 
Hong Kong a year earlier. many civil rights activists, protest 
leaders and politicians ended up in jail, while others fled 
abroad to avoid persecution by the authorities.  (dpa)

At least 13 killed in clash between 
Syrian governments backers, foes
beIRUT: at least 13 people died in fighting between supporters 
and opponents of the government in syria’s south-west, the syr-
ian observatory for Human Rights reported on Wednesday.

Local residents told dpa of exchanges of fire and artillery 
shelling during the fighting in the south-western province of swei-
da, which began late on Tuesday. according to local journalists, 
rebels there were fighting the leader of a pro-government unit 
backed by syrian military intelligence. according to the reports, 
there were casualties and injuries on both sides. 

The conflict in syria began in spring 2011 with protests 
against the government of President bashar al-assad. The 
government reacted with violence. The supporters of the head of 
state now control around two-thirds of the country again. (dpa)

Sri Lanka’s parliament votes to extend 
state of emergency
CoLombo: sri Lanka’s state of emergency was extended by 
lawmakers on Wednesday, despite strong protests from the 
main opposition parties. The extension of the state of emer-
gency for a month was passed in a vote in Parliament, with 
120 members in favour and 63 against. Forty-one members 
were absent. The speaker, who is one of the 225 members, 
had no voting rights. The state of emergency was declared 
by President Ranil Wickremesinghe on July 17 after he was 
appointed in an acting capacity four days after former Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled the country amid protests. 
Constitutionally, the state of emergency needs to be passed 
in Parliament within two weeks of the presidential declaration 
if it is to be continued. a state of emergency was required to 
deploy security forces to control the situation after a wave of 
protests against Rajapaksa refocused on Wickremesinghe 
after he was appointed president. (dpa)

The death toll from the 
weeks of rains and  
flooding reached 340 on 
Wednesday and was 
expected to rise, the 
national disaster  
management agency said
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“A 
man has got to know his limita-
tions.” That is one of the memora-
ble phrases uttered by “Dirty Harry” 
Callahan, the fictional police in-
spector played by Clint Eastwood. 

Today, the world is learning its limitations 
in the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
most important lesson is that a key strategy we 
banked on to defeat the virus — herd immunity 
— appears unobtainable.

Herd immunity is reached when enough 
people in a community acquire immunity to a 
disease, either through infection or vaccination 
or both, that it makes sustained transmission 
impossible and protects even those who are 
not immune. The strategy of mass vaccina-
tion campaigns to achieve herd immunity has 
worked well for childhood diseases such as 
diphtheria, which has essentially disappeared, 
and for other once-common diseases such as 
smallpox and polio. (The first US case of polio 
in a decade was recently reported, thought to 
be brought in from outside the country.)

The percentage of people who must be im-
mune to stop the spread of a disease depends 
primarily on how contagious the disease is. 
The commonly cited example is measles, 
which is extremely contagious and requires 
immunity in 90% to 95% of the population to 
halt transmission. In the past few years, mea-
sles outbreaks have occurred in the US despite 
greater than 80% of the local population being 
vaccinated.

Which brings us to COVID-19. Early on, 
public health researchers and the World Health 
Organization estimated that a range of 60% to 
70% population immunity would be necessary 
to control the disease. as the COVID-19 vac-
cines became available, more contagious vari-
ants also emerged. Public health experts were 
forced to move up the herd immunity estimate 
to 75% to 80%. But events on the ground have 
shattered that notion.

What went wrong with the herd immunity 
theory? In essence, two things. First, vaccine 
protection is incomplete and does not last long 
enough. Second, the virus is constantly mutat-
ing to circumvent vaccine protection.

The theory of herd immunity, like all scien-
tific theories, depends on several assumptions, 
and these assumptions proved not to be true in 
real life. The first fallacy was that people who 
have acquired immunity would not acquire or 
pass on the disease; they must remain resist-
ant. One year ago, after a July 4 gathering in 
Provincetown, massachusetts, where nearly 

everyone was vaccinated, about 1,000 people 
came down with COVID-19. That disproved 
the assumption that vaccinated individuals 
could not acquire or transmit COVID-19. We 
have since learned that vaccine-induced im-
munity wanes over time, thus prompting the 
need for booster shots, which themselves wane 
in effectiveness over time.

Second, herd immunity theory depends on 
immunity to a relatively stable disease. mea-
sles does not change much from year to year, 
and the measles vaccine does not have to be re-
configured annually. In the first months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it was believed the virus 
would take a long time to mutate. But immune-
evading variants appeared more quickly than 
expected in the US and all over the world. Sev-
eral countries with vaccination rates greater 
than 90%, such as Portugal, have experienced 
significant waves of infection this year, largely 
as a result of new variants.

Despite the failure to prevent all infections, 
vaccination has dramatically lessened the se-
verity of disease and the number of COVID-19 
deaths in most countries — no small achieve-
ment. This may represent a kind of “partial herd 
immunity,” but the possibility of new variants 
and the limitations of the current vaccines rep-
resent a continuing worldwide threat.

as Dirty Harry said, we have our limitations 
— but we are not powerless. Work proceeds on 

a universal coronavirus vaccine and a nasal 
vaccine, both of which might be better suited 
to stopping COVID-19. We should increase our 
wastewater testing for COVID-19, which may 
provide a badly needed early-warning system 
for impending infection surges and new vari-
ants. Information technology can better in-
tegrate home testing with public reporting to 
prevent undercounts of cases, and this can also 
be used to facilitate quick drug treatment with 
Paxlovid for those who test positive.

a full-scale national evaluation of adequate 
indoor ventilation in our buildings, especially 
our schools, is overdue. When case counts are 
high, masking and social distancing in certain 
settings are a responsible way to protect the 
most vulnerable. Finally, because being over-
weight is such a strong risk factor for severe 
COVID-19, a national campaign to reduce obe-
sity is in order. It worked for smoking.

In the near term, COVID-19 is not go-
ing away. We cannot say now whether it will 
be an ongoing significant health threat or a 
minor inconvenience. Realizing how little we 
control events, we must hope — with humil-
ity — that we are lucky and it turns out to be 
the latter. But preparation is essential because, 
as baseball executive Branch Rickey observed, 
luck is the residue of design. Or as Dirty Harry 
was fond of asking with menace, “Do you feel 
lucky?”
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Herd Immunity Against 
COVID-19 Is Unlikely.  

But We Aren’t Powerless
Work proceeds on a universal coronavirus vaccine and a nasal vaccine,  

both of which might be better suited to stopping COVID-19
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Online Schooling Is The Bad Idea That Refuses To Die
andrea Gabor

N
EaRly all of the 20 largest 
US school districts will of-
fer online schooling options 
this fall. Over half of them 
will be offering more full-

time virtual school programs than 
they did before the pandemic. The 
trend seems likely to continue or 
accelerate, according to an analysis 
by Chalkbeat.

That’s a problem. School clos-
ings over the last two years have 
inflicted severe educational and 
emotional damage on american 
students. Schools should now be 
focusing on creative ways to fill 
classrooms, socialize kids and con-
vey the joy of collaborative learn-
ing — not on providing opportuni-
ties to stay home.

Historically, various forces 
have pushed for online education 
— not all of them focused on im-
proving education. These include: 
the quest for cheaper, more effi-
cient modes of schooling; the push 
to limit the influence of teachers 
unions by concentrating virtual 
teachers in non-union states; and 
a variety of medical and social fac-
tors that lead some students and 
families to prefer online learning.

Since the pandemic, some vir-
tual programs have reasonably 
stressed medically fragile students. 
But others are seizing on online ed-
ucation in a rushed effort to shore 
up public-school enrollments, 
which plummeted in some cities. 
The prevalence of these programs 
in los angeles, Philadelphia, Dal-
las and new york is particularly 
worrying, as they target poor and 
minority students who are likely to 
be particularly ill-served by online 
school options.

a new study shows that while 
young children, especially, are 
bouncing back from the pandemic-
era academic doldrums, the gap 
between high-poverty and low-
poverty schools remains greater 
than it was pre-pandemic.

Research, where it exists, 
shows consistently worse educa-
tional outcomes for online schools 
than for traditional public schools.

Students in cyber schools do 
their coursework mostly from 
home and over the internet, with 
teachers often located in differ-
ent states and time zones. There 
is little comprehensive informa-
tion about the curricula, student-
teacher ratios, how much actual 
teaching occurs, or what if any aca-

demic supports are provided by the 
schools.

The adverse impact of the pan-
demic on the emotional well-being 
and social skills of children — one-
third of school leaders reported 
a surge in disruptive student be-
havior during the past school year 
— is a cautionary lesson for online 
learning.

Graham Browne, the founder 
of Forte Preparatory academy, 
an independent charter school in 
Queens, new york, said recently 
that he saw a sharp increase in “ag-

gressive or threatening” behavior, 
especially among sixth graders 
who spent much of the previous 
two years online.

During a recent multi-day field 
trip to a camp run by the Fresh air 
Fund, Browne said he noticed that 
during team-building exercises, 
such as figuring out how to carry 
a large object over a low bridge, 
students resorted to screaming 
at each other. Previously, he said, 
they would have worked out a 
strategy for maneuvering the ob-
ject together.

Equally concerning, when the 
school offered an online option 
during the 2020-2021 school year, 
Browne found that close to half of 
his highest achieving eighth grad-
ers — those taking algebra rather 
than pre-algebra — selected the 
option because it gave them the 
flexibility to pursue academics at 
their own pace.

“Our school is small, so having 
such a large portion of high-per-
forming students out of the build-
ing has an impact on peer tutoring, 
student morale, and a culture of 
team building that we emphasize 
at school,” Browne said.

The most immediate threat, 
however, comes from the private 
sector and especially from for-prof-
it virtual charter schools, which 
are of notoriously poor quality; just 
30% met state school-performance 
standards, compared with 53% 
for district-run virtual schools be-
fore the pandemic. These schools, 
which spend heavily on advertis-
ing, boomed during school lock-
downs, when traditional schools 
were struggling to offer online 
instruction. at the nation’s larg-
est for-profit network, enrollment 
grew 45% to 157,000 students dur-
ing the past year.

What kids need most are ro-
bust in-person learning opportuni-
ties and the chance to experiment. 
Schools also need to maintain re-
assuring safety protocols as COV-
ID-19 variants continue to spread.

This is the time for schools 
to adopt engaging learning ap-
proaches, such those of a high-
poverty school in the Bronx that 
uses the Bronx River as a science 
laboratory, and of the leander, 
Texas school district that turned 
over the development of an anti-
bullying strategy to high school 
students, in the process building 
young leaders.

Some of these projects could be 
adapted to a hybrid format by giv-
ing students the option to do some 
work remotely, while also empha-
sizing in-person collaboration.

What makes no educational 
sense is the rush to embrace online 
schooling. Experience has demon-
strated its severe disadvantages. 
State oversight isn’t strong enough 
to mitigate them. Before barreling 
ahead, research should be financed 
and conducted by independent 
scholars to pinpoint the poten-
tial benefits. Until that happens, 
schools should do everything they 
can to keep kids in classrooms.

THE popularity of every Star Wars 
and Star Trek spin-off imaginable 
on TV streaming services shows 

how much americans remain in-
trigued by the possibility “to boldly 
go where no man has gone before.” 
But 53 years after neil armstrong 
first set foot on the moon, our excite-
ment waxes and wanes with the ups 
and downs of real-world space explo-
ration orchestrated by naSa. Con-
sider a spate of recent news stories, 
which have alternately grabbed brief 
snatches of our attention or been 
mostly greeted by yawns.

Earlier this month, naSa re-
leased the first batch of images from 
the James Webb Space Telescope — 
photographs that widely impressed 
viewers (although there were more 
than a few who 
compared the lat-
est views of these 
celestial bodies 
to upholstery 
swaths). The 
price tag for those 
photos? Close to 
$11 billion and 
counting, and 
americans are 
split over wheth-
er it was money 
well spent. In a 
recent poll, 60% 
of respondents said the telescope 
was a good investment, while about 
40% were either unsure or thought it 
wasn’t worth it.

The possibility that aliens might 
have dumped junk on the moon 
raised eyebrows last month when 
naSa released photographs of an 
unusual double crater left behind by 
something that had smashed into the 
far side of the moon in march. The 
ho-hums came when it was later ex-
plained that the craters most likely 
were created by part of a Chinese 
rocket launched in 2014. It eventual-
ly fell from space and crashed on the 
moon instead of burning up in the 
Earth’s atmosphere as planned. Of 
course, China denies this, but does 
China ever admit a mistake?

Barely making the news was the 
June 28 launch of a spacecraft called 
CaPSTOnE that was built by several 
naSa contractors and is operated by 
a private company, advanced Space. 
after a four-month journey, CaP-
STOnE will orbit the moon for six 
months gathering information use-
ful to future moon missions. The $30 
million project reminds us that even 
with the private sector doing more 

and more of what naSa used to do 
on its own, space exploration still 
isn’t cheap.

The Trump administration com-
manded naSa to return to the moon 
by 2024, but a number of funding 
and development delays have made 
that goal fluid. SpaceX, owned by Te-
sla founder Elon musk, won the $2.9 
billion contract to develop the arte-
mis lunar landing system that naSa 
hopes will put humans on the moon 
for the first time since 1972. The 
space agency has defended artemis’ 
cost, saying the lunar landers it built 
for the apollo program would cost 
$23 billion each in today’s dollars.

naSa contractors are also build-
ing separate units of a lunar space 
station that it’s calling Gateway. It 

will have docking 
ports for visiting 
spacecraft and 
areas for crews 
to live and work. 
The space agency 
is paying north-
rop Grumman 
$935 million to 
build Gateway’s 
living area and 
maxar $375 mil-
lion to build its 
propulsion unit. 
However, some 

estimates say almost $4 billion may 
be spent on Gateway before the pro-
ject is finished.

Whether that kind of money stays 
with naSa or is beamed to musk’s 
SpaceX or Jeff Bezos’ Blue Horizon, 
taxpayers footing the bill should con-
tinue asking if manned space explo-
ration is still too expensive. naSa 
has many missions in which the only 
human involvement is by long dis-
tance from Earth. Should it continue 
paying steep prices to send humans 
when expendable machines could 
travel for much less? In most cases, 
automated probes and other cali-
brated machines might do the job.

The moon has not been a manned 
space flight destination for 50 years 
because the expense of a return 
didn’t seem worth it. Even now, re-
newed interest in the moon is based 
on using it as a base to send humans 
to mars. The red planet has become 
the bauble dangled before Congress 
each year to entice naSa’s budget 
approvals. Stretching its spend-
ing across more years doesn’t mean 
space exploration would end. It 
might take more time, but as Ein-
stein explained, time is relative.

Counting The Cost 
Of America’s Fickle 

Fascination With 
Space Travel
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DPA
WASHINGTON 

FORMER US president Don-
ald Trump hinted at a third 
presidential campaign Tues-
day during a keynote speech 
at a policy summit held by 
former members of his admin-
istration, telling his supporters 
that efforts to impeach him 
and investigate the January 6, 
2021, attack on the US Capitol 
are intended to hurt them.

“They want to damage you 
in any form, but they really 
want to damage me so I can 

no longer go back to work for 
you, and I don’t think that’s 
going to happen,” he said to 
the crowd, which showed its 
support with chants of “Four 
more years!” 

Trump made the com-
ments at the America First 
Policy Institute’s summit in 
Washington, his first visit to 
the nation’s capital since he 
left office in January 2021. The 
former president is thinking 
about announcing a third 
presidential campaign as soon 
as September, according to 
news reports.

Though Trump didn’t 
make a formal announcement, 
he suggested throughout the 
speech that he doesn’t plan to 
fade into political obscurity.

Instead, he said he felt 
compelled to remain engaged 
despite what he called “perse-
cution” from House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-California, 
and the select committee 
investigating the January 6 
Capitol insurrection.

“If I stayed at home and 
just took it easy, the persecu-
tion of Donald Trump would 
stop immediately,” he said. 

“But that’s not what I will do. 
... I have to save our country.” 

During the speech, which 
started as a policy address on 
crime, Trump called the House 
January 6 committee a group 
of “thugs” and “hacks,” mocked 
Representative Adam Schiff, 
D-California, and repeated 
the false claim that he won the 
2020 presidential election.

“I always say I ran the first 
time, and I won. And then I 
ran a second time, and I did 
much better,” he said. “What 
a disgrace it was. But we may 
just have to do it again.”

Trump hints at third presidential runJoe Biden is 
‘feeling great’ 
after exiting 
COVID-19 
isolation

DPA
WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden said 
on Wednesday he was “feeling 
great” after leaving his Cov-
id-19 isolation five days after 
testing positive.

Biden tested positive last 
Thursday. He went into isola-
tion and was given a course of 
Paxlovid, a coronavirus treat-
ment medication.

White House physician 
Kevin O’Connor said in a letter 
that the 79-year-old president 
tested negative on Tuesday 
night and again on Wednesday 
morning.

“His symptoms have been 
steadily improving, and are 
almost completely resolved,” 
O’Connor wrote.

“My symptoms were mild, 
my recovery was quick and 
I’m feeling great,” Biden said 
a short time later from the 
White House Rose Garden He 
called on people to get boosted 
and tested as needed, and turn 
to Paxlovid if they become ill.

“God bless you all, and 
now I get to go back to the 
Oval Office,” he told the as-
sembled media.

During the isolation pe-
riod, he had been working 
from his White House living 
quarters.

Russia shows interest in Turkish 
combat drones as leaders to meet

DPA
MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin will receive his Turkish 
counterpart Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan for talks about military 
cooperation on August 5 in the 
Black Sea resort city of Sochi, 
the Kremlin said.

Russia is reportedly inter-
ested in the Turkish Bayraktar 
TB2 combat drone for possible 
use in its war against Ukraine.

The unmanned aircraft has 
already been used successfully 
against Russian troops by the 
Ukrainian side.

The topic of military-tech-
nical cooperation between 
Russia and Turkey will be dis-
cussed at the meeting, Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Wednesday.

Peskov said that the fact 
that Moscow and Ankara were 
talking about sensitive military 
issues showed how tight the 
trust between the two coun-
tries was. But he refused to say 
if the meeting’s agenda would 
include joint efforts in the pro-
duction of drones manufac-
tured by Turkish defence com-
pany Baykar.

Russia had rejected specu-
lation that it wanted to buy 
drones from Iran after Putin 
and Erdogan met in the Ira-
nian capital Tehran last week.

Russia had previously 
sold its S-400 missile defence 
system to Turkey - which is a 
NATO member - to the annoy-
ance of the US.

Erdogan has already talked 
about Putin’s reported interest 
in the drones.

DPA
MOSCOW 

RUSSIA’S announcement of 
its planned withdrawal from 
the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS) project after 2024 
appeared to have caught NASA 
by surprise on Tuesday.

“NASA has not been made 
aware of decisions from any of 
the partners,” NASA chief Bill 
Nelson told dpa, stressing that 
the US space agency nonethe-
less remained “committed to 
the safe operation of the Inter-
national Space Station through 
2030.” 

The newly appointed head 
of Russian space agency Ro-
scosmos, Yuri Borisov, said 
during a meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 

Tuesday that the agency in-
tended to withdraw from oper-
ating the ISS after 2024.

“Of course, we will fulfil all 
our obligations to our partners, 
but the decision to withdraw 
from this station after 2024 
has been made,” Borisov said.

His predecessor, Dmitry 
Rogozin, had repeatedly ques-
tioned the agency’s continued 
cooperation with the United 
States amid political tensions 
between Moscow and Wash-
ington over the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Borisov said that work on 
building a Russian space sta-
tion should be under way by 
the time of Russia’s ISS with-
drawal.

In the past, Rogozin had 
refused to rule out uncoupling 

the Russian module from the 
ISS and continuing to operate 
it independently.

Under the current arrange-
ment, the ISS is run jointly by 
the US, Russia, Canada, Japan 
and member states of the Eu-
ropean Space Agency (ESA). 
Moscow’s departure is likely 
to bring major changes to the 
operation.

Even before Tuesday’s an-
nouncement, the future of the 
24-year-old ISS appeared un-
certain, with its technical is-
sues continuing to grow as it 
gets closer to the end of its op-
erational life.

There had been indications 
that Russia was likely to with-
draw from the project in recent 
months. The sanctions im-
posed on Moscow by the West 

over the Ukraine war have had 
a significant impact on Rus-
sia’s space sector and have 

been the subject of complaints 
by Roscosmos.

As Moscow prepares an 

independent space station 
mission, the chief designer of 
Russian rocket manufacturer 
Energiya, Vladimir Solovyov, 
said that the first module for 
a Russian orbiter could be 
launched into space by 2028, if 
a commitment is made by the 
end of the year.

The module could be 
launched with an Angara-A5M 
rocket from the Russian Far 
East’s Vostochny spaceport,  
he said.

Until Moscow’s announce-
ment, the ISS was seen as a 
symbol of international co-
operation, with US astronaut 
Thomas Marshburn calling it 
a place of peace as he handed 
over command to his Russian 
colleague Oleg Artemyev in 
May.

Russian decision to withdraw from ISS project catches NASA off guard
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ISLAMABAD A rescue operation has tracked down the bodies 
of two climbers, from Canada and Australia, who died while 
climbing the world’s second-highest peak K2, officials said.

“Bodies of the climbers have been traced at a height of 
around 6,500 metres,” a spokesperson for Alpine club Paki-
stan told dpa on Wednesday.

Australian climber Matthew Eakin and Canadian climber 
Richard Cartier went missing at K2 between Camp 1 (6,000 
metres) and Camp 2 (6,700 metres) in two separate incidents.

“Our team comprising more than 20 porters is assisting 
in a mission to retrieve bodies of the climbers,” Asghar Ali 
Porik, from the Jasmine tour operating company that arranges 
climbs, told dpa. (DPA)

Australian, Canadian climbers found 
dead on K2 peak in Pakistan

LUXEMBOURG The European Union’s second-highest court up-
held a broadcasting ban on Russia’s state-owned broadcaster 
RT France in a ruling delivered on Wednesday.

The decision from the EU General Court “dismisses RT 
France’s application for annulment” of sanctions, according to 
a statement from the Luxembourg-based court.

The EU adopted sanctions on Russian state-controlled 
media in response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine as part 
of a series of wide-ranging punitive measures. EU sanctions 
banned the distribution of content from state-controlled media 
outlets like RT, formerly known as Russia Today, for broadcast-
ing propaganda in support of the Russian invasion. (DPA)

EU court upholds broadcasting ban on 
Russia’s state-owned RT France

ROME The refugee camp on the Italian island of Lampedusa 
has become overcrowded again, just two weeks after it was 
partially cleared by the Italian authorities.

The Italian news agency ANSA reported on Wednesday 
that almost 2,000 people were staying in the camp. The site 
is only designed to accommodate 350 people.

During the night and morning alone, three more boats 
arrived with migrants who, according to the agency, came from 
Syria, Egypt, Sudan and various West African countries. Two of 
the boats had left from Tunisia and one from Libya.

The island lies around 200 kilometres south of Sicily and 
only 150 kilometres east of Tunisia. (DPA)

TUNIS Tunisia’s controversial new constitution has been ap-
proved by 94.6% of voters in a referendum, the North African 
country’s electoral commission said Tuesday evening. The 
reforms grant wide-ranging powers to President Kais Saied 
and come after a year of political turmoil in which Saied has 
sought to tighten his grip. More than 2.6 million people voted 
in favour, the head of the election commission Farouk Bouaskar 
told a press conference. Turnout reached 30.5% of some 9.2 
million eligible voters in the Monday vote. The president has 
the authority to appoint and sack the government and appoint 
judges without parliamentary approval under the reforms, which 
will replace a 2014 constitution that curtailed the president’s 
powers in favour of parliament and the prime minister. (DPA)

Migrant camp on Lampedusa once again 
significantly overcrowded

Tunisia’s controversial constitution 
approved by 94.6% in referendum

News 
in brief

DPA
MANILA 

A powerful earthquake struck 
the northern Philippines on 
Wednesday, triggering land-
slides, causing structures to 
collapse and leaving at least 
five dead, officials said.

At least 64 people were 
injured in the quake, which 
damaged hundreds of houses 
and buildings, with sever-
al collapsing.

Roads and bridges 
cracked, electric posts swayed 
and glass windows shattered 
during the tremor, which 
was also felt in the Manila 
area, forcing evacuations 
of high-rise towers. Authori-
ties also suspended the opera-
tion of the capital’s light rail 
transit system.

The earthquake’s magni-
tude was initially measured 
at 7.3, but the Philippine In-
stitute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (PHIVOLCS) later 
lowered it to 7. No tsunami 
alert was issued.

PHIVOLCS also revised 
the epicentre from near the 
municipality of Lagangilang 
to north-west of Tayum town 
in Abra province, 335 kilome-
tres north of Manila.

One of the fatalities was 
a 25-year-old construction 
worker who was pinned by a 
building under construction 
that collapsed when the earth-
quake struck, the disaster 
agency said.

The building construction 
was in the town of La Trini-
dad in Benguet province, 129 
kilometres south of the earth-
quake’s epicentre.

The national disaster 
agency said another person 
was reported killed in Ben-
guet, one in Abra and one in 
Kalinga province. No details 
about the three additional 
dead were immediately avail-
able.

The fifth fatality was an 
88-year-old woman who was 
buried in a landslide in Suyo 
town in Ilocos Sur province, 
72 kilometres south of the 
quake’s epicentre, police said.

The disaster agency 
said 44 people were report-
ed injured in Abra province 
alone, while 20 injuries were 
from other affected areas.

They included five who 

were hurt in landslides and 
rockfalls along Kennon Road, 
a 33-kilometre zig-zag road 
connecting the mountain city 
of Baguio with the lowland 
town of Rosario in La Union 

province, west of Benguet 
province, local emergency of-
ficials said.

The national disaster 
agency said that some areas 
had been left without power 

or phone reception.
“We are feeling after-

shocks every 15 minutes,” 
Abra provincial vice governor 
Joy Bernos told a television 
news programme. “People are 
still outside their houses, but 
so far there are no reported 
casualties.”  Bernos said a part 
of the provincial hospital col-
lapsed, forcing the evacuation 
of patients.

Photos shared by an Abra 
legislator showed buildings 
leaning on their side, while 
other structures had big 
cracks and shattered glass 
windows.

A video on Facebook 
showed parts of the Bantay 
Bell Tower in Vigan City in 
Ilocos Sur province, a popular 
tourist destination, falling to 
the ground, prompting visi-
tors to run.

Other historical sites and 
heritage houses in Ilocos Sur 
and nearby Ilocos Norte, the 
home province of President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr, were 
damaged by the earthquake, 
said Senator Imee Marcos.

“It’s very saddening,” she 
said. “The iconic Bantay Bell 
Tower [in Ilocos Sur] is dam-
aged. The sinking bell tower 
of our capital city is also de-
stroyed. We will have to cor-
don off the centre of the city.” 
Marcos Jr said he plans to vis-
it the affected areas, but not 
immediately, to avoid draw-
ing attention away from relief 
operations.

He vowed to provide tem-
porary shelter for those who 
are not yet able to return to 
their homes amid aftershocks.

The Philippines is lo-
cated on the Pacific Ring of 
Fire, where about 90% of the 
world’s earthquakes occur.

A 7.1-magnitude earth-
quake that killed more than 
220 people in the central Phil-
ippines in October 2013 was 
the last major quake to hit the 
country.

In July 1990, more than 
2,400 people were killed on 
the northern island of Luzon 
in a 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake, one of the strongest 
ever to hit the Philippines.

Five dead, 60 injured as powerful 
earthquake strikes Philippines

This handout photo taken and released by the Office of Abra Representative Ching Bernos shows people commuting past a damaged building 
in the municipality of Bangued, in the province of Abra after a 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit the northern Philippines on Wednesday. (AFP)

Tthe International Space Station as seen from the US space shuttle 
Atlantis on February 18, 2008. (File photo) (AFP)

A general view shows the partially damaged Bantay watch tower in 
Vigan city, Ilocos Sur province on Wednesday. (AFP)



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AAMAL, one of the region’s 
leading diversified companies, 
on Wednesday announced 
that the company’s net profit 
attributable to Aamal equity 
holders went up 20.8 percent 
to QR156.4 million in the first 
half of 2022 compared to 
QR129.5 million in the same 
period last year.

The company’s total rev-
enue went up 37.1 percent to 
QR974.4 million in the first 
half of 2022 led by strong per-
formances in the industrial 
manufacturing, managed ser-
vices and trading and distribu-
tion segments.

While the company’s gross 
profit was up 19.3 percent to 
QR229.7 million in the first 
half, there were no fair value 
gains on investment proper-
ties either in the first half of 
2022 or the first half of 2021.

Reported earnings per 
share went up 20.8 percent 
to QR0.025 in the first half of 
2022 and net capital expendi-
ture decreased by QR13.5 mil-
lion to QR27.4 million.

Commenting on the re-
sults, Aamal Chairman Sheikh 
Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani 
said, “I am very pleased to 
report that Aamal has contin-
ued its excellent start to the 
year, with all four segments 
delivering significant top-line 
growth. With revenue growth 
of 37 percent and net profit 
growth of 21 percent year-on-
year, these are a very strong 
set of financial results.

“Our Industrial Manufac-
turing, Managed Services and 
Trading and Distribution seg-

ments all performed particu-
larly well. Managed Services 
benefited from the lifting of 
COVID-19 restrictions and the 
return of travel, while Aamal 
Maritime performed espe-
cially well within our Indus-
trial Manufacturing segment. 
Ebn Sina and Aamal Medical 
continued their strong perfor-
mance within our Trading and 
Distribution segment, and our 
Property segment benefited 
from the high occupancy rates 
at Aamal Real Estate and City 
Centre Doha.”

Sheikh Faisal said, “In June 
we were delighted to welcome 
Rashid Al Mansoori as our new 
chief executive officer. He brings 
with him a wealth of experience 
which will add considerable 
value as we continue to deliver 
our strategic objectives. Trans-
parently separating the roles of 
CEO and Managing Director is 
fully in line with Aamal’s ongo-
ing commitment to maintaining 
the highest standards of corpo-
rate governance.

Aamal net profit
jumps 20.8% to 
QR156.4 mn in H1

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

TOTAL assets of Qatar’s 
banking sector increased by 
1.7 percent month-on-month 
(m-o-m) to reach QR1.846 
trillion in June this year, QNB 
Financial Services (QNBFS) 
has said in a report released 
recently.

According to the report, 
the total loan book of Qatar’s 
banking sector went up by 0.7 
percent mom and deposits 
moved up by 1.7 percent mom 
in June this year. The pri-
vate sector pushed the credit 
higher with 1.1 percent mom 
increase in June. 

As deposits moved up by 
1.7 percent in June, the report 
said, the LDR went down to 
124.1 percent against 125.4 
percent in May this year.

The overall loan book 
moved up by 0.7 percent in 
June 2022, the report said 
adding that the total private 

sector loans increased by 1.1 
percent mom in June this 
year.

Consumption & Others, 
Services and Real Estate seg-
ments mainly contributed to-
ward the private sector loan 
growth for the month of June 
2022.

The loan growth in Con-
sumption & Others, which 
contributes 21 percent to pri-
vate sector loans, went up by 
2.2 percent mom in June this 
year. The services sector that 
contributes 29 percent to pri-
vate sector loans increased 1.4 
percent, mom, in June 2022. 
The real Estate segment that 
contributes 21 percent to 
private sector loans moved 
up by 1.5 percent mom in 
June this year. General trade 
which contributes 21% to pri-
vate sector loans edged up by 
0.2 percent mom during the 
month of June 2022.

Domestic public sector 
loans went up by 0.2 percent 

mom, the report said adding 
that the government insti-
tutions’ segment loan book 
which represents 60 percent 
of public sector loans in-

creased by 0.3 percent mom. 
The semi-government institu-
tions’ segment moved up by 
2.9 percent mom. However, 
the government segment 

which represents 34 percent 
of public sector loans declined 
by 0.2 percent mom. Outside 
Qatar, the report said, loans 
went down by 1.1 percent 

mom during the month of 
June 2022.

Resulting in the overall 
gains in Qatar’s banking sec-
tor deposits, the report said 

that the public sector deposits 
went up by 7.4 percent mom 
for the month of June 2022.

Looking at segment de-
tails, the report said, the 
government institutions’ seg-
ment which represents 54 
percent of public sector de-
posits increased by 8 percent 
mom. The government seg-
ment that represents 32 per-
cent of public sector deposits 
gained 1.9 percent mom and 
the semi-government institu-
tions’ segment moved up by 
18.6 percent mom.

However, the report said, 
private sector deposits went 
down by 0.3 percent mom in 
June this year. On the private 
sector front, the consumer 
segment moved down by 
1.1 percent mom, while the 
companies and institutions 
segment went up by 0.6 per-
cent mom. Non-resident de-
posits declined by 2 percent 
mom for the month of June  
2022, it said.

Total assets of Qatari banks rise 1.7% to QR1.846 trillion in June

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

DOHA Bank on Wednesday announced that 
the bank achieved a net profit QR665 million 
for the first six months of 2022 as compared 
to QR 614 million for the same period in 2021 
showing an increase of 8.2 percent.

In a statement issued on the occasion, Doha 
Bank Chairman Sheikh Fahad bin Mohammad 
bin Jabor Al Thani announced that the bank’s to-
tal assets amounted to QR99 billion as of 30 June 
2022 and the net loans and advances amounted 
to QR60.7 billion. The customer deposits reached 
QR53.7 billion as of 30 June 2022.

Doha Bank Managing Director Sheikh 
Abdul Rehman bin Mohammad bin Jabor Al 
Thani said, “The total equity stood at QR13.9 
billion as of 30 June 2022 and the bank contin-
ues to strengthen its key capitalization ratios, 
where the total capital adequacy ratio of the 
bank stood at 19.5 percent as at 30 June 2022. 
The bank, given the scale of its operations, has 
achieved a return on the average assets of 1.33 
percent as of June 30, 2022.”

Sheikh Fahad stated that the bank’s digital 
transformation strategy has shaped the bank’s 
future prospects and allowed it to incubate new 
lines of businesses that enhance the bank’s fi-
nancial position and its investor         relations. 

“Also, during the first half of the year, we 
announced a change in the bank’s executive 
management as Gudni Stiholt Adalsteinsson 
has been appointed as the acting CEO while 
Sheikh Abdulrahman Bin Fahad Bin Faisal Bin 
Thani Al Thani was made the deputy CEO. To-
gether, they will work to execute the strategy 
and plans aimed at improving the asset quality, 
controlling costs, and making the bank the best 
digital bank in Qatar.” 

Sheikh Fahad added that during the first 
quarter of this year, the board of directors had 
agreed to increase the percentage of foreign in-
vestors’ ownership in the bank’s capital to 100 
percent in accordance with the decision of the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, and then 
the bank’s Articles of Association were amend-
ed, and the necessary approvals were obtained                     

accordingly.
Sheikh Fahad also said that under the wise 

leadership of the country to provide support 
to all sectors, and as part of the collective ef-
forts made by all agencies and institutions in 
Qatar to help the people of Qatar in handling 
the current situation related to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and based on the instructions issued 
by Qatar Central Bank in this regard, Doha 
Bank has made all efforts to be the main pillar 
in supporting the plans of the state, QCB and 
companies, and have been working to address 
the obstacles faced by all customers. 

Furthermore, Sheikh Fahad expressed con-
fidence that all customers of the bank will adapt 
to the digital banking transformation adopted 
by Doha Bank.

Doha Bank net profit
up 8.2% to QR665 mn 
in first half of 2022

The Doha Bank headquarters in West Bay. 

The overall loan book of Qatari banks moved up by 0.7 percent in June this year.

Aamal’s City Center Doha saw 11 new store openings during the period, alongside the opening of Padel Club to expand the sports and leisure 
offering in the Mall. Popular new restaurants have opened in the food courts and work is underway to open new outdoor restaurants, all of 
which will continue to attract visitors.

Aamal Chairman Sheikh Faisal 
bin Qassim Al Thani 

Aamal Managing Director Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Qassim al Thani 

Aamal Chief Executive Officer 
Rashid Al Mansoori 

QCB raises deposit rate by 75 bps to 3%
QNA
DOHA

THE Qatar Central Bank 
(QCB) on Wednesday an-
nounced that it has raised the 
bank’s deposit rate (QCBDR) 

by 75 basis points (bps) to 3 
percent.

It also raised the bank’s 
lending rate (QCBLR) by 50 
basis points, to 3.75 percent.

In a statement, the QCB 
stated that the decision to 

raise the interest rate was 
based on local and interna-
tional economic data.

In the same context, the 
QCB decided to raise the QCB 
Repo Rate by 75 basis points, 
to become 3.25 percent.

Continued from page 9 

Doha Bank’s total assets amounted to QR99 billion as of 
June 30 and net loans, advances amounted to QR60.7 bn

THURSDAY, JULY 28, 2022

DOW QE GOLD

SILVERWTIBRENT

32,222.27
+460.73 PTS

1,756.80
+1.22%

19.09
+2.97% 

13,102.78
+220.79 PTS

55,816.32
+547.83 PTSSENSEX

PRICE PERCENTAGE
107.02 +2.51% 

PRICE PERCENTAGE
97.72 +2.88% 

399 new buildings  
completed in June,  
permits for 755 more 
issued PAGE 11

UDC posts H1 net profit of QR173 mn on  
revenues of QR855 million  PAGE 10



Economy & Business
09Thursday, July 28, 2022

Ooredoo posts revenue of QR 11 bn for 
H1 2022 as net profit turns positive

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

OOredOO Group has registered a net profit 
of Qr1.3 billion on revenues of Qr11 billion 
for the first half of 2022. While the net profit 
jumped 43 percent and turned positive, rev-
enues rose 4 percent from the same period 
last year (normalised proforma numbers ex-
cluding IO and major non-recurring items).

Group eBITdA for H1-2022 stood at 
Qr4.5 billion, an increase of 2 percent from 
H1-2021. eBITdA has been normalised 
for two Indonesian non-recurring items — 
the data centre deal in 2022 and the tower 
sale and lease back in 2021, Ooredoo said. 
CAPeX for H1-2022 stood at Qr965 mil-
lion and free cash flow increased 10 percent 
to reach Qr3.6 billion. The consolidated 
customer base stood at 55 million, driven 
by growth most markets offset by a decline 
inMyanmar.

Commenting on the results, Ooredoo 
Chairman Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al Thani 
said, “Ooredoo Group had a good start to the 
year. Taken the deconsolidation of our Indo-
nesian operation into account we delivered 
growth in revenues and a net profit of Qr1.3 
billion up 43% over the first half of 2021. 
Our strategy to provide robust connectivity 
and superior customer experiences is clearly 
paying off. 

“As we enter the second half of the year, 
we are more determined and ambitious to 
leverage the growing opportunities in the 
market to build a world-class data experi-
ence for our customers. Led by our digital 
transformation strategy, we are well posi-
tioned to see strong returns as we continue 
to be agile and adapt to the fast-changing 
nature of our markets.”

Also commenting on the results, Aziz 
Aluthman Fakhroo, Managing director 
and CeO of Ooredoo said, “Ooredoo Group 
delivered strong results for the first half of 
2022. In local currency terms all our opera-
tions have grown their revenues. Normal-
ized Proforma revenue increased by 4% 
yoy supported by a stable eBITdA margin 
of 41%. The success of our transformation 
strategy is evident and proven through our 
improved free cash flow of QAr 3.6 billion, 
which increased by 10%. 

“In our home market of Qatar, we report-
ed revenue of QAr 3.8 billion, an increase of 
3%, and a customer base increase of 5% to 
3.2 million.” 

Ooredoo Kuwait revenue was up 13% to 
reach Qr1.4 billion and it became the first 
telco in Kuwait to obtain a Cloud Service 
Provider license from the Communication 
and IT regulatory Authority.

Ooredoo Oman’s customer base in-
creased to 2.9 million while revenue was up 
by 2% and eBITdA by 5% despite a new en-
trant in the Omani market. 

Ooredoo Algeria and Ooredoo Tunisia 
both reported revenue growth in local cur-
rency terms of 4% and 2% respectively. 

Asiacell continued their strong perfor-
mance and revenue increased 3%. 

The integration between Indosat Oore-
doo and Hutchison in Indonesia is progress-
ing well, with the merged entity, Indosat 
Ooredoo Hutchison, on track to hit its tar-

gets outlined at the start of 2022. 

Ooredoo Qatar 
Ooredoo Qatar reported revenue of 

Qr3.8 billion (H1 2021: Qr3.7 billion), an 
increase of 3% driven by growth in postpaid, 
Ooredoo tv, Ooredoo Fintech and business-
to-business services. eBITdA stood at Qr1.9 
billion (H1 2021: Qr 2 billion). Customer 
numbers increased to 3.2 million (H1 2021: 
3 million), a 5% increase, in line with popu-
lation growth in Qatar.

The OTV customer base grew by 10% 
compared to H1 2021, driven by the popular-
ity of Ooredoo tv’s triple play service. Service 
revenue grew by 5%.

As part of its ongoing investment in in-
novation, Ooredoo Qatar signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding with Siemens 
and Microsoft to develop digital, Internet 
of Things (IoT) and software analytics solu-
tions to serve smart infrastructure applica-
tions in different market segments, with a 
particular focus on urban environments. 

Ooredoo Oman
despite increased competition in the 

market, Ooredoo Oman delivered good re-
sults for the first half of the year. 

The company reported revenues of 
Qr1.2 billion (+2%) for the period, primarily 
driven by higher wholesale revenue and de-
vice sales. eBITdA for the period increased 
5% to Qr650 million, supported by a healthy 
eBITdA margin of 53%. 

Testament to its continuous efforts to 
introduce innovative products, Ooredoo 
Oman received the bronze award at the An-
nual Middle east and North Africa (MeNA) 
Stevie Awards for ‘excellence in Innovation 
in Technology Industries’. The Company’s 
customer base stands at 2.9 million. 

Ooredoo Kuwait 
Kuwait lifted all COVId-19 restrictions 

in May which resulted in improved econom-
ic conditions. Ooredoo Kuwait reported 13% 
increase in revenue to Qr1.4 billion, an in-

crease in eBITdA by 17%, supported by an 
improved eBITdA margin of 30%, up from 
29% compared to the same period last year.

In line with Ooredoo’s strategy to pro-
vide uninterrupted digital solutions to its 
customers, Ooredoo Kuwait reiterated its 
commitment to being one of the leading 
companies in information technology so-
lutions through becoming the first telco in 
Kuwait to obtain a Cloud Service Provider 
license from the Communication and IT 
regulatory Authority (CITrA).

Asiacell – Iraq 
Asiacell reported revenue of Qr1.7 bil-

lion, an increase of 3%, driven by the Com-
pany’s strategy to mitigate lower voice rev-
enues due to the ongoing political instability 
in Iraq. 

Higher energy and increased leased line 
cost negatively impacted Asiacell’s eBITdA 
by 3% to reach Qr755 million. 

Asiacell’s 4G+ technology, which has 
been launched in all major cities across Iraq, 

has resulted in enhanced speed and better 
customer experience. 

The company’s customer base stands at 
16.3 million, an increase of 13%.

Ooredoo Algeria 
Ooredoo Algeria reported revenue of 

Qr1.1 billion in H1 2022, a decrease of 3% 
compared to the same period last year, and a 
flat eBITdA of Qr397 million. In local cur-
rency terms revenue increased by 4%.

The company continued to focus on ef-
ficiency and cost optimisation which sup-
ported a healthy eBITdA margin of 37%.  
Ooredoo Algeria’s customer base increased 
by 2% to 12.9 million.

Ooredoo Algeria continues to reinforce 
its commitment to offer world-class service 
to its customers which was recognised by 
the International Business Awards where 
Ooredoo Algeria received the ‘Innovation in 
Consumer Products & Services’ Award for 
its YOOZ offering. The company was also 
awarded the ‘Best exemplary employer’ 
award for its human resources strategy dur-
ing the Covid 19 pandemic.

Ooredoo Tunisia 
Ooredoo Tunisia reported revenue of 

Qr741 million, a decrease of 6% for the half 
year ended 30 June 2022. In local currency 
terms revenue increase 2%, despite a decline 
in the Tunisian economy due to the ongoing 
war between russia and Ukraine, which re-
sulted in a hike in fuel and food prices, as 
well as a decline in the tourism sector. 

The company reported an eBITdA of 
Qr324 million for the period. 

In line with its commitment to its cus-
tomers, Ooredoo Tunisia launched ‘Ooredoo 
eZ’, the first e-gaming platform in Tunisia, 
and the Company’s customer base stands at 
6.9 million.  

Indosat Ooredoo Hutchison
The merger between Indosat Ooredoo 

and 3 Indonesia closed on January 4, re-
sulting in the formation of Indosat Ooredoo 
Hutchison (IOH) - now considered a joint 
venture, as opposed to a subsidiary. With 
this, Ooredoo Group only recognises 33% 
of IOH’s profits as a contribution towards 
the Group’s net income, and no longer con-
solidates the Company’s revenue or eBITdA 
contribution. IOH reports their Q1 results on 
29 July 2022. 

Ooredoo Myanmar 
despite the shutdown of internet services 

in parts of Sagaing region and the tax increase 
on data services to 15%, Ooredoo Myanmar 
reported revenues of QAr 545 million, an in-
crease of 12% and a 101% increase in eBITdA 
supported by strong ArPU growth. 

Customer number decreased to 8.3 mil-
lion (down 40%) due to the introduction of 
Sim card taxes.

Ooredoo Myanmar has invested heavily 
in fostering a positive working environment 
which was recognised at the Asia-Pacific Ste-
vie Awards where Ooredoo Myanmar was 
awarded the “Innovative Achievement in 
Human resources” and the “Most Valuable 
Corporate response (COVId 19 response)” 
awards.

“The Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 will be a significant 
driver of the economy and of 
our country’s development 
over the next few years and 
Aamal’s diversified business 
platform and strong financial 
position make us well placed 
to benefit from the many op-
portunities it will generate. 
We remain committed to 
generating long-term share-
holder value and look forward 
to the remainder of 2022 and 
beyond with considerable op-
timism and confidence.”

The company’s industrial 
manufacturing segment per-
formed well in the first half 
with revenue increasing by 
69.1 percent to Qr292.5 mil-
lion and net profit up 14.4 
percent to Qr28 million.

Aamal Maritime Trans-
portation Services (AMTS) 
saw sustained high demand 
and increased global ship-
ping rates across both local 
and international markets. 
The recent overhaul of its ves-

sels means AMTS can keep 
them in regular use, serving 
customers around the world. 
Aamal Cement Industries 
has introduced a number of 
new products and has been 
working to improve efficien-
cies across its operations. 
Advanced Pipes and Casts 
Company was negatively im-
pacted by delayed contracts, 
but performance is expected 
to improve through 2023 and 
2024 as new GrP equipment 
comes online to increase pro-
duction.

The ongoing price war 
in the readymix industry 
impacted margins at Aamal 
readymix (ArM). The need 
to complete ongoing con-
struction work before the 
World Cup means that the 
outlook for ArM through to 
November is positive, with a 
gradual reduction in demand 
expected at the end of the 
year.

The outlook for 2023 and 
beyond is positive as new 
projects are commissioned in 
relation to new cities being 
developed, the North Field 

expansion project progresses, 
and ports and transporta-
tion networks are expanded, 
amongst other projects. Ac-
cording to a report by the in-
ternational construction con-
sultant Mordor Intelligence, 
Qatar’s construction market 
is expected to reach a value of 
USd 76 billion by 2027.

The Trading and distribu-
tion segment saw revenue in-
crease 26 percent to Qr516.2 
million and net profit up 10.8 
percent to Qr50.8 million.

ebn Sina Medical con-
tinued to perform positively, 
signing distribution agree-
ments with both a global 
vaccines manufacturer and 
a regional pharma manufac-
turer to expand their product 
range. during the period, ebn 
Sina Medical also successfully 
finalised the automation of its 
warehouse, installing a robot-
ics system to enable more ef-
ficient and accurate delivery. 
This warehouse is the first 
fully automated warehouse in 
Qatar. ebn Sina Pharmacies 
is in the process of opening a 
new store in City Center Mall, 

expected to open in October 
2022.

Aamal Trading and distri-
bution’s automotive business-
es continued to perform well. 
A new tyre brand, ‘Fulva’, was 
added to the tyre division, fur-
ther expanding the product 
offering. Bridgestone Tyres 
launched a new marketing 
campaign in petrol stations 
across Qatar, alongside a new 
campaign for the ‘TOTAL en-
ergies’ lubricant.

Property segment rev-
enue increased 17.9 percent 
year-on-year to Qr141.9 mil-
lion, while net profit rose 23.6 
percent to Qr115.3 million 
reflecting the increased oc-
cupancy levels at both Aamal 
real estate and City Center 
doha.

City Center doha saw 11 
new store openings during the 
period, alongside the opening 
of Padel Club to expand the 
sports and leisure offering in 
the Mall. Popular new restau-
rants have opened in the food 
courts and work is underway 
to open new outdoor restau-
rants, all of which will con-

tinue to attract visitors.
Aamal real estate reno-

vated and upgraded Medinat 
Khalifa and Al Bilad Property.

The lifting of COVId-19 
restrictions and the return of 
travel has had a positive im-
pact on the Managed Services 
division.

revenue increased by 
82.9 percent to Qr49.9 mil-
lion and profit increased by 
647.1 percent to Qr5.3 mil-
lion, highlighting just how 
heavily the division was im-
pacted by the pandemic in 
2021. At Aamal Services, con-
tracts linked with the FIFA 
World Cup are now reaching 
peak capacity and will see the 
business almost double in size 
during 2022. Looking ahead, 
Aamal Services has also se-
cured new contracts and is 
focused on diversifying its cli-
ent base and securing more 
contracts to mitigate volatile 
market conditions.

eCCO Gulf has continued 
to secure new clients from 
across different sectors. The 
launch of Aamal for Car and 
Truck Maintenance Company 

is on track and is scheduled to 
launch in early 2023. Fun City 
has benefited from the easing 
of pandemic-related restric-
tions and has introduced new 
rides and games, as well as 
upgraded facilities to main-
tain its position in an increas-
ingly competitive market.

Aamal Managing director 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Qassim 
al Thani said, “Aamal’s diver-
sified business model, robust 
financials and a clear strat-
egy for growth continue to 
deliver a strong performance 
for all our shareholders. This 
is an exciting time for Qatar, 
with the economy expected to 
be the fastest growing in the 
GCC in both 2023 and 2024 
according to the World Bank. 
I strongly believe that Aamal’s 
market-leading position and 
exposure to Qatar’s growth 
story position us favourably to 
benefit from the opportunities 
that we will see in the next few 
years. I am looking forward 
to this exciting next phase of 
Aamal’s growth story.”

Aamal Chief executive Of-
ficer rashid Al Mansoori said, 

“I am delighted to have joined 
Aamal’s leadership team. 
The Company’s performance 
in the first half of 2022 was 
particularly impressive and I 
look forward to working with 
my new colleagues to build on 
this success as we continue to 
expand our operations and 
explore new opportunities to 
deliver shareholder value.

“The upcoming FIFA 
World Cup is an important 
milestone that will provide 
a further economic boost to 
Qatar, showcasing to regional 
and international investors 
our country’s exceptional 
capabilities, modern infra-
structure, economic diversity, 
stability and safety. Moving 
forward, in line with our di-
versified business model we 
have identified several new 
opportunities across infra-
structure, natural resources, 
healthcare and technology. 
We will also continue to build 
on Aamal’s eSG initiatives, 
identifying new ways to deliv-
er value to our communities 
and further embed our sus-
tainable business practices.”

‘Aamal’s industrial manufacturing segment performs well’

Ooredoo Chairman Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al Thani Ooredoo Managing Director and CEO Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo

continued from page 8  



‘ULTRA LIGHT, ULTRA FLAT AND SUPER DURABLE’

Huawei brings foldable smartphone Mate Xs 2 to Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HUAWEI Consumer Business 
Group (BG) has announced the 
launch of its flagship foldable 
smartphone, Huawei Mate Xs 2, 
which embodies Huawei’s new 
explorations in the development 
of foldable phones. Inheriting 
Huawei’s classic outward folding 
design, the Huawei Mate Xs 2 lev-
erages its strengths of being ultra-
light and ultra-thin, ultra-flat and 
ultra-reliable, to bring consumers 
the best experience. 

Through the new generation 
Double-rotating Falcon Wing 
Hinge, Huawei bestowed Huawei 
Mate Xs 2 with an elegant uni-
body design, which boasts a flat 
and seamless fold. The phone is 
also equipped with flagship fea-
tures, including an industry-lead-
ing 7.8” True-Chroma Foldable 
Display and a 50MP True-Chroma 
Camera System that supports 
Huawei XD Optics, taking its 
excellent performance to new 
heights. Thanks to the new dy-
namic folding visual effect and the 
upgraded Smart Multi-Window, 
Huawei Mate Xs 2 presents an in-
novative interaction experience. 

The Ideal Foldable Phone: 
Ultra Light, Ultra Flat, Super 
Durable Huawei Mate Xs 2 comes 
in two classic colourways: Black, 
with a crosshatch leather texture 

and White, with a natural leather 
texture. The flagship foldable 
phone will be available for pre-
orders from Huawei’s online 
platforms in Qatar on 27 July.

Huawei Mate Xs 2 continues 
to redefine and reform industry 
standards. It underpins Huawei’s 
leadership position in delivering 
innovations that grant users an 
extraordinary product experience, 
making it the ideal flagship fold-
able smartphone.

Contemporary design: 
unique unibody design that 
goes beyond imagination

Huawei Mate Xs 2 adopts 
a classic outward folding de-
sign, exhibiting the beauty of 
minimalism with its smooth 
fold. The linear wrapping body 
reveals the exquisite aesthetics 
of the phone’s light and dainty 
look. Unfolded, the Huawei 
Mate Xs 2 has a 7.8” True-
Chroma Foldable Display, with a 
high-resolution of 2480 x 2200 
. The phone also has an 8:7.1 
golden ratio, delivering a more 
immersive visual experience. 
Moreover, Huawei Mate Xs 2 
supports a refresh rate of up to 
120Hz, 1440Hz high frequen-
cy PWM dimming, as well as 
up to 240Hz touch sampling 
rate, delivering a more stun-
ning screen display effect; 
whereas the anti-reflective 

Nano Optical Layer of the screen 
helps to reduce the display’s 
light reflectivity, bringing users a 
better reading experience under 
sunlight. With a 19:9 display ratio 
when unfolded, Huawei Mate Xs 
2 delivers a holding experience 
that is comparable to non-folda-
ble phones.

In addition, Huawei Mate Xs 2 
comes with a half-covered match-
ing PU Case that shares the same 
colour as the phone, not only 
providing better protection but 
also functioning as a phone stand 

when required. 

Flagship Technology: stand-
out in the era of innovative 
technology with excellent 
performance

The Huawei Mate Xs 2 is 
packed with a 4600mAh Battery 
and supports the distributed 66W  
Huawei SuperCharge, improving 
standby battery life for users. The 
Huawei Mate Xs 2 has brought 
another breakthrough in aesthetic 
design, with its first innovative 
3D Fiberglass Design for more re-
fined textures. This creates a soft 
touch while reducing smudges 
from fingerprints. 

To enhance the audio-visual 
entertainment experience, the 
Huawei Mate Xs 2 is equipped 
with ultra-thin and large-ampli-
tude stereo sounds, which create 
a surround sound field and bring 
consumers an immersive audio 
experience alongside the new AI 
Sound Engine. Meanwhile, the 
Graphene Liquid Cooling System 
has further enhanced heat dissi-
pation performance. 

The Huawei Mate Xs 2 adopts 
the Qualcomm Snapdragon 888 
flagship series chip, which is 
manufactured using advanced 
process technology, bringing 
powerful performance and ex-
traordinary experience to foldable 
smartphones.

Unfold a whole new experi-
ence with HMS and favourite 
apps from AppGallery

Huawei’s foldable flagship 
comes pre-installed with HMS 
(Huawei Mobile Services), which 
include Petal One and a variety 
of useful and premium services 
such as Petal Search, Petal Maps, 
Huawei Video, Huawei Browser, 
GameCenter, and more.

Petal One is an all-in-one 
service package to make users 
life better, including Petal Search 
which allows users to search more 
efficiently with access to multiple 
services with the newly improved 
layout on the Huawei Mate Xs 

2s bigger screen. Consumers 
can make use of Petal Maps and 
the options it provides such as 
3D landmark, which allows us-
ers to see where they are going 
exactly with a 3D view, and Dark 
mode which provides a realistic 
navigation experience when users 
embark on getting out and about, 
and Extended Navigation which 
offers users the chance to plan 
their journey more efficiently with 
better directions. There is also 
Petal Maps – Lane Guidance that 
gives users a fuss-free navigation 
allowing them to arrive at their 
destination safely.

In addition to Petal Search 
and Petal Maps, users of the 
Huawei Mate Xs 2 will also get 
to enjoy an enriched browsing 
experience with Huawei Browser 
allowing consumers to view more 
all at once with web layout opti-
misation. With GameCenter and 
Huawei Video entertainment has 
been reimagined. GameCenter 
makes use of the larger screen of 
the Huawei Mate Xs 2 for limit-
less fun while Huawei Video gives 
you more with multi-view enabled 
on the larger screen of the Huawei 
Mate Xs 2. Lastly, the Huawei 
Mate Xs 2 comes pre-installed 
with Huawei AppGallery - the 
third largest app marketplace in 
the world, Huawei AppGallery lets 
users download a wide selection 
of global and Local apps.

The latest foldable phone boasts a new falcon wing design, True-Chroma camera system, and an all-new smart multi window immersive experience

UDC posts H1 net profit of QR173 
mn on revenues of QR855 million

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNITED Development Com-
pany (UDC), a leading Qatari 
public shareholding company 
and the master developer 
of The Pearl and Gewan Is-
lands announced its finan-
cial results for the first half of 
2022, reporting net profit of 
QR173 million and revenues 
of QR855 million. The net 
profit attributable to the equi-
ty shareholders was QR167.6 
million and basic earnings per 
share were QR0.047.

Turki bin Mohammed Al 
Khater, UDC Chairman said: 
“In the first half of 2022, UDC 
achieved a sustainable per-
formance by balancing de-
velopment and commercial 
activities across The Pearl and 
Gewan Islands with a contin-
ued focus on operational effi-
ciency and delivery excellence. 
This strategy, coupled with 
our rich portfolio of existing 
and new projects launched 
thus far in 2022, has enabled 
UDC to sustain a diversified 
revenue stream.”

Khater further stated, “The 
financial results show positive 
improvement resulted from 
revenues of UDC’s latest resi-
dential projects at The Pearl 
Island, Giardino Gardens vil-
las and two villa compounds 
in Floresta Gardens, as well 
as the positive effect of the 
World Cup’s housing dynam-
ics which has led The Pearl 
Island to achieve its highest 
occupancy rate.

“Looking ahead to the re-
mainder of the year, UDC will 
continue working on the com-

pletion of the development 
and operational plans for the 
projects under implementa-
tion, including United School 
International, Corinthia Yacht 
Club, The Pearl International 
Hospital as well as Floresta 
Gardens Compound 1 at The 
Pearl Island and Crystal Resi-
dence apartments in Gewan 
Island, which are aligned with 
established plans and time-
tables and which reflect our 
commitment to preserving 
shareholders’ and investors’ 
values.”

For his part, Ibrahim Jas-
sim Al Othman, UDC Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Of-
ficer and member of the board 
said, “The first half results are 
in line with UDC’s strategy to 
focus on delivering projects 
that are currently under de-
velopment and as per the tar-
get completion schedules. We 
are equally fully committed 
to sales and leasing activities 
which serve to enhance our re-
curring revenues.

“The Pearl Island main-
tains its position as a lead-
ing retail destination, as evi-
denced by the signing of new 
retail leases in the past six 
months, covering an area of 
7,600 sqm including Floresta 
Galleria and Gewan Island. 
The Pearl Island has also wel-

comed 19 new stores since be-
ginning of 2022, with 30 more 
brands expected to open by 
end of the year.”

Othman further pointed 
that residential occupancy 
also thrived with 193 new 
rental contracts signed for 
UDC properties, while UDC 
sold 44 completed residential 
units across The Pearl Island, 
and 13 residential units under 
construction in Gewan Island. 

On the development side, 
UDC has completed major 
milestones in the construc-
tion of Corinthia Yacht Club 
in Porto Arabia, and success-
fully completed the Giardino 
Mall and United Interna-
tional School buildings, both 
of which have been handed 
over to their respective opera-
tors. The Pearl Island’s infra-
structure update works are 
also progressing in full swing 
reaching 52% completion and 
aiming to enhance the Island’s 

safety, efficiency, and services.
In parallel, UDC has at-

tained 58% progress on over-
all construction works across 
Gewan Island, where Corin-
thia Hotel’s enabling works 
were successfully completed 
and construction activities 
were commenced on the ho-
tel, beach club and golf course. 
The development of Gewan 
Bridge has in turn reached 
87% completion, and Crystal 
Residence’s construction 73%. 
Other project development 
components are also being ex-
ecuted as planned. 

Commenting on the Com-
pany’s expected performance 
for the second half of the 
year, Othman said: “We will 
continue to exploit The Pearl 
Island’s position in the real-
estate development sector as 
an ultimate choice and use our 
resources and experience to 
create a sustainable commer-
cial and social environment 

that contributes positively to 
the project’s investment re-
turns. In line with that strate-
gy, and the increased demand 
for residential and commercial 
real estate on The Pearl Island, 
the closer we get to hosting the 
World Cup, UDC will continue 
to accelerate the pace of its 
projects to accommodate the 
expected significant increase 
in the number of visitors to the 
world’s most prominent sport-
ing event.”

In this regard, Othman in-
dicated that UDC has recently 
launched a number of fully 
furnished residences for short 
term rentals and has formed a 
specialized committee to plan 
and coordinate all procedures, 
activities and recreational 
events that will be implement-
ed during the World Cup pe-
riod to ensure traffic smooth-
ness, security and safety, as 
well as improve the experience 
of residents, visitors and tour-

ists during their stay at The 
Pearl Island.

Othman concluded his 
statement saying: “We look 
forward to a promising future, 
as we continue to tailor our 
offerings to meet the expecta-
tions and demands of poten-
tial investors and tenants. We 
are also dedicated to providing 
unparalleled residential and 
commercial developments as 
well as added-value facilities 
and services that improve the 
lives of our residents, and re-
ward shareholders and inves-
tors over the long term”.

UDC is a leading Qatari 
public shareholding company 
with a mission to identify and 
invest in long-term projects 
contributing to Qatar’s growth 
and providing good share-
holder value. Established in 
1999, the Company was first 
listed on the Qatar Exchange 
in June 2003. It has an au-
thorized share capital of QR 
3.5 billion and total assets of 
QR 20.4 billion as at 30 June 
2022. 

UDC activities cover a 
multitude of vital investment 
sectors including real-estate 
development, property man-
agement, infrastructure and 
utilities, district cooling, mari-
time and hospitality related 
businesses.

UDC President and CEO Ibrahim 
Jassim Al Othman

Floresta Gardens, The Pearl Island

UDC Chairman Turki bin  
Mohammed Al Khater 

This translates 
to earnings per 
share of QR0.047

US Fed unleashes another big rate hike in bid to curb inflation
AGENCIES

THE Federal Reserve on 
Wednesday raised its bench-
mark interest rate by a hefty 
three-quarters of a point for 
a second straight time in its 
most aggressive drive in three 

decades to tame high inflation.
The Fed’s move will raise 

its key rate, which affects many 
consumer and business loans, 
to a range of 2.25% to 2.5%, its 
highest level since 2018.

The central bank’s deci-
sion follows a jump in infla-

tion to 9.1%, the fastest annual 
rate in 41 years, and reflects its 
strenuous efforts to slow price 
gains across the economy. By 
raising borrowing rates, the 
Fed makes it costlier to take 
out a mortgage or an auto or 
business loan. Consumers and 

businesses then presumably 
borrow and spend less, cool-
ing the economy and slowing 
inflation.

The Fed is tightening credit 
even while the economy has 
begun to slow, thereby height-
ening the risk that its rate hikes 

will cause a recession later this 
year or next. The surge in in-
flation and fear of a recession 
have eroded consumer confi-
dence and stirred public anxi-
ety about the economy, which 
is sending frustratingly mixed 
signals.

With the November mid-
term elections nearing, Ameri-
cans’ discontent has dimin-
ished President Joe Biden’s 
public approval ratings and in-
creased the likelihood that the 
Democrats will lose control of 
the House and Senate.

US Senate 
passes bill 
to boost chip 
production

AGENCIES

A bill designed to encourage 
more semiconductor com-
panies to build chip plants in 
the United States passed the 
Senate on Wednesday as law-
makers raced to finish work 
on a key priority of the Biden 
administration.

The $280 billion measure, 
which awaits a House vote, 
includes federal grants and 
tax breaks for companies that 
construct their chip facilities 
in the U.S. The legislation also 
directs Congress to signifi-
cantly increase spending on 
high-tech research programs 
that lawmakers say will help 
the country stay economically 
competitive in the decades 
ahead.

Senate passage came by 
a 64-33 vote. The House vote 
is expected later this week as 
lawmakers try to wrap up busi-
ness before returning to their 
home states and districts in 
August. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., has said she is 
confident there is enough GOP 
support to overcome potential 
defections from Democrats 
who view the subsidy effort to 
boost semiconductor compa-
nies as a misplaced priority.

Proponents of the legisla-
tion say other countries are 
spending billons of dollars to 
lure chipmakers. Backers say 
the U.S. must do the same 
or risk losing a secure supply 
of the semiconductors that 
power automobiles, comput-
ers, appliances and some of 
the military’s most advanced 
weapons systems.

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said 
the bill represented one of the 
nation’s largest investments in 
science and manufacturing in 
decades and that with the Sen-
ate’s approval, “we say that 
America’s best years are yet to 
come.”

Opponents have been criti-
cal of the bill’s price tag. It is 
projected to increase federal 
deficits by about $79 billion 
over 10 years.

President Joe Biden said 
the bill would create jobs and 
lower costs on a wide range 
of products from cars to dish-
washers.

“For decades, some ‘ex-
perts’ said we needed to 
give up on manufacturing in 
America. I never believed that. 
Manufacturing jobs are back,” 
Biden said. 
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Activity in Qatar’s key villa 
construction continued to re-
main strong in June. Almost 
73 percent of the permits is-
sued in June for new residen-
tial buildings were for villa 
construction, suggesting a 
solid construction growth out-
look in the residential building 
sector.

According to the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority 
(PSA), municipalities in Qatar 
issued 755 building permits in 
June. Nearly 41 percent (313) 
of them are for new buildings, 
including both residential and 

non-residential structures. Al-
most 54 percent (404) of them 
are for extensions and the 
remaining 5 percent (38 per-
mits) are for fencing purposes.

Of the residential permits, 
those for “dwellings of housing 
loans permits” accounted for 
18 percent (40 permits) and 
apartments accounted for 8 
percent (18 permits). As many 
as 158 permits (73 percent) 
were issued for villa construc-
tion.

the PSA report also shows 
pronounced activity in the 
construction of commercial 
buildings. Of the permits is-
sued for building non-resi-
dential structures in June, 70 

percent (67 permits) were for 
commercial buildings. it is fol-
lowed by permits for mosques 
with 10 percent (10 permits), 
industrial buildings such as 
workshops and factories with 
9 percent (nine permits). 

in January, Al Rayyan mu-
nicipality issued the highest 
number of building permits 
— 203 permits or 27 percent 
of the total. it is followed by 
Doha with 165 permits or 
22 percent, Al Wakra with 
157 permits or 21 percent, Al 
Da’ayen with 125 permits or 
17 percent, Umm Slal with 42 
permits or 6 percent, Al Khor 
with 33 permits or 4 percent, 
Al Shahaniya with 17 permits 

or 2 percent and Al Shammal 
with 13 permits or 2 percent.

the total number of build-
ing permits issued in June saw 
a 17 percent increase from 
those issued in the previous 
month. 

June also saw the mu-
nicipalities issuing a total of 
399 building completion cer-
tificates — 329 new buildings 
and 70 additions. Of the new 
buildings, 254 are for residen-
tial units and 75 non-residen-
tial facilities.

By analyzing new residen-
tial buildings permits data, 
PSA finds that villas’ top the 
list, accounting for 73 percent 
(186 permits) of all new resi-

dential buildings permits, fol-
lowed by dwellings of housing 
loans permits by 18 percent 
(45 permits) and apartments 
buildings by 8 percent (20 
permits).

On the other hand, com-
mercial buildings were found 
to be in the forefront of non-
residential buildings permits 
with 55 percent (41 permits), 
followed by industrial build-
ings with 28 percent (21 per-
mits) and apartments with 8 
percent (20 certificates).

the total number of build-
ing completion certificates 
issued in June saw an 61-per-
cent increase from that in 
May.

399 new buildings completed in 
June, permits for 755 more issued

Activities in Qatar’s key villa construction continued to remain strong in June.

Al Rayyan municipality issued the highest number of building permits — 203 permits — in June

QIB announces FIFA 
World Cup 2022 

promotion winners
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QAtAR islamic Bank (QiB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has announced the latest 
winners of its FiFA World 
cup Qatar 2022 promotion, 
which runs until Septem-
ber 30, giving customers 
the chance to experience “a 
once in a lifetime opportu-
nity” of attending the World 
cup matches, courtesy of 
visa. 

QiB in partnership with 
visa, has initiated a new 
round of its World cup pro-
motion starting June 1 till 
September 30, to reward its 
visa customers. the June 
promotion had five lucky 
winners receiving hospital-
ity packages for two and 48 
winners receiving match 
tickets for two to attend 
the FiFA World cup Qatar 
2022 Group Stage, Round 
16, Quarter Finals, Semi 
Finals and Final matches, 
courtesy of visa. the full list 
of winners is published on 
QiB’s website.

Existing and new QiB 
visa cardholders are invited 
to take part in QiB’s latest 
promotion on its Mobile 
App, by applying for the 
recently introduced FiFA 
World cup Qatar 2022 
limited edition visa Debit, 

credit and Prepaid cards, 
or by simply spending with 
their existing visa cards for 
a chance to win hospitality 
packages for two or match 
tickets for two to attend 
the FiFA World cup Qatar 
2022 matches, courtesy of 
visa.

QiB will announce 53 
more winners in July and 
112 winners for the months 
of August and September 
with 10 grand prize win-
ners at the end of Septem-
ber 2022, awarding 228 
customers in total. this is 
the largest tickets offered 
to date to attend the World 
cup, courtesy of visa.

QiB’s award-winning 
Mobile App gives full con-
trol to new and existing 
customers to open a new 
relationship or additional 
accounts and get the visa 
limited edition Debit card, 
apply for instant FiFA 
World cup visa credit or 
Prepaid card, or replace 
their existing cards with 
the limited-edition ones 
instantly in a safe and con-
venient matter. 

to download the App, 
customers can visit their 
respective App stores and 
search for QiB Mobile App. 
customers can easily self-
register to the App using 
their debit card details.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

PUllMAN Doha West Bay 
will open its doors on August 
1, 2022, becoming a stylish 
addition to the iconic West 
Bay skyline and bringing a 
contemporary twist to Doha’s 
diverse hospitality scene. the 
upscale hotel is poised to wel-
come residents, leisure and 
business travelers with its 468 
rooms, suites and apartments, 
innovative culinary concepts, 
artful touches, flexible meet-
ing spaces and vibrant lifestyle 
facilities.

Ehab Barghouth, General 
Manager, Pullman Doha West 
Bay, said: “We have been giv-
en a wonderful opportunity to 
open the first Pullman hotel 
and introduce the brand to 
Doha ahead of the anticipated 
World cup later this year. Fea-
turing a smart and modern 
design, best-in-class business 
facilities, reliable service and 
a balanced approach to work 
and wellbeing, i am confident 
Pullman Doha West Bay will 
become a standout favorite of 
Doha residents and interna-
tional visitors alike.”

Pullman Playground
immersive art and vibrant 

design: inspired by the colors 
of the sand, Pullman Doha is 
filled with light and bright-
ness, while the high-end ma-
terials in the interior create 
an impression of understated 
glamour. Always alive and 
changing throughout the day, 
thanks to the vibrant themed 
lounges and signature restau-
rants, Pullman Doha is the 
ideal location for both busi-
ness and pleasure. 

Upon arrival, guests enter 
a generous lobby space and 
are welcomed by an impres-
sive sculptural globe. the 
piece of art created by French 
designer Mathieu lehanneur 
represents a time, place, and 
sense of travel and discovery, 
embodying the spirit of Pull-

man. As guests walk through 
the lobby, they will find a 
stunning collection of playful 
sculptures complemented by 
carefully curated decorative 
artifacts and books. Quirky 
and bold, these installations 
add character to the hotel de-
sign and enrich the guest ex-
perience.

the art concept will be 
completed later this year with 
the launch of the Artist Play-
ground, a dedicated space in 
the lobby for inspirational art 
exhibitions by local and inter-
national artists. 

Guestrooms and resi-
dences: Resolutely chic and 
modern, 375 hotel rooms and 
suites (including four Pullman 
Penthouses) span 47 floors 
and feature 11 categories. All 
rooms offer an extensive se-
lection of c.O. Bigelow ameni-
ties, a UK handcrafted skin-
care brand, and a pillow and 
duvet menu for an ultimate 
good night’s sleep experience 
– the core of Pullman’s Bed-
ding concept. there are also 
93 stylish apartments, all fully 
furnished, featuring floor-to-

ceiling windows and some 
available with balconies.  “Our 
apartments cater for demand 
in extended stays and serviced 
living options, combining the 
luxury of five-star hotel and 
comfort of your own home,” 

commented Ehab Barghouth.
Happening Food & Bever-

age: Pullman Doha West Bay 
offers multiple dining options 
with fresh, fine cuisine for 
all palates. As mentioned by 
Ehab Barghouth: “Adapting 

Pullman’s ‘Happening Food 
& Beverage’ philosophy, our 
talented culinary team over-
seen by chef Rene Alcocer 
developed innovative dining 
concepts with an urban twist, 
which will help us to become 

a new gastronomic hotspot in 
the city”. 

Full of light and bright-
ness, Avenue restaurant in-
vites guests for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. this venue 
is themed around bringing 
people together through the 
restaurant’s signature con-
cept – cuisinMotion, which 
gives diners an opportunity 
to watch the culinary team 
in action or hop on a gastro-
nomic journey through four 
cosmopolitan avenues of the 
world - champs Elysees in 
France, tsukiji in Japan, Bos-
phorus in turkey and Broad-
way in the US. Food lovers 
can also enjoy the best flavors 
of italy at the internationally 
renowned BicE. the restau-
rant overlooks the city and 
features an impressive cellar. 
For something more relaxed, 
guests can try the Score, a 
trendy gastro and sports bar 
that blends a casual settings 
with contemporary American 
cuisine. lastly, located in the 
heart of the hotel, the Junc-
tion makes for a perfect hub 
to socialize over selection of 

healthy dishes, sweet and sa-
vory delicacies or linger over 
classic afternoon tea with a 
modern twist. 

Meet/Play by Pullman re-
flects the need of today’s en-
trepreneurs to combine effi-
ciency and pleasure for a fresh 
take on the traditional aspects 
of a meeting. the extensive 
range of events facilities in 
Pullman Doha West Bay cre-
ates an environment that 
enables guests to push their 
limits and unlock potential. 
All seven meeting rooms are 
hyper-connected, smartly fur-
nished and offering cutting-
edge Av facilities. the ‘Play’ 
part comes with a ‘chill out’ 
room right next to the meet-
ing spaces, where delegate can 
recharge and disconnect over 
a cup of coffee or play foosball. 

the lavish Al thuraya 
Ballroom is one of the largest 
in Qatar and can accommo-
date up to 700 people. Featur-
ing high ceilings, Arabesque-
designed walls, stunning 
Swarovski chandelier and 
an expansive private bridal 
room, the venue sets the per-
fect stage for dream weddings, 
milestone celebrations and 
gala events.

Balanced Wellbeing: An 
oasis of calm and tranquil-
lity, Pullman Spa features 
eight treatment rooms, sepa-
rate male and female areas, 
and a Hammam. Guests can 
choose from an eclectic range 
of spa treatments by Sothys, a 
world-renowned Paris-based 
skin care brand.

the 24hr, fully equipped 
Pullman Fit, offers ladies-
only and mixed gym facilities, 
alongside a series of les Mills 
exercise classes.

the hotel’s first guests can 
benefit from the exclusive All 
– Accor live limitless Sum-
mer promotion, offering up to 
30% off on stays, with break-
fast included, for members of 
All. Reservations are open 
via www.pullman-doha-west-
bay.com.

Pullman Doha West Bay set to open doors to guests on Aug 1
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FIVE-TIME world champion 
Magnus Carlsen believes that 
the Indian teams have a strong 
chance of winning medals at the 
upcoming 44th Chess Olympiad 
which begins at Mamallapuram 
in Chennai on Thursday.

Carlsen is very impressed 
and vocal about the top two 
Indian teams in the fray at the 
event, especially the young In-
dia Team 2. 

“Both Indian teams have 
a very strong and impressive 
line of players and I think both 
have a chance to be amongst 
the medals,” he said.

The World No. 1 will be in 
the city as part of Team Nor-
way, which is ranked third 
amongst 188 registered teams 
in the open section at the Ol-
ympiad. Norway is also a 
strong contender for one of the 

three medals at stake.
While expressing his ex-

citement about returning to 
Chennai – the city where he 
clinched his first-ever world 
chess championship defeating 
Viswanathan Anand in 2013, 
Carlsen further added: “It is 
going to be awesome to be 
back in Chennai again as it has 
been nine years since one of 
the greatest experiences of my 
chess career. Those are fantas-
tic memories to revisit and I 
am looking forward to making 
new ones.

“Tamil Nadu or say Chen-

nai is the hottest hub of chess 
in the world now. So just to 
be there and be a part of the 
chess celebration is a reason 
in itself.” 

In the absence of Russia 
and China, India Team 1 is rat-
ed second while the star-stud-

ded USA tops the ranking list. 
India Team 2 though ranked 
11th, appears to have caught 
the imagination of the world 
for the talented teen prodigies 
it has.

The Chess Olympiad will 
conclude on August 10.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
GOODWOOD (UK)

IN the presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the events of the 
Qatar Goodwood Festival con-
tinued on Wednesday at the 
Goodwood Racecourse in UK. 
The five-day Festival will con-
tinue till Saturday.

HE Sheikh Joaan crowned 
the winners of the second 
day’s most prestigious races; 
the Gr1 PA Qatar Interna-
tional Stakes and the Gr1 Qa-
tar Sussex Stakes. Present at 
the events of the day were HE 
Fahad bin Mohammed Al At-
tiyah Ambassador of the State 
of Qatar to the United King-
dom, HE Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Thani bin Khalid Al Thani, 
CEO of Qatar Media Corpora-
tion, HE Issa bin Mohammed 
Al Mohannadi, Chairman 
of Qatar Racing & Eques-
trian Club (QREC), Hamad 
bin Abdulrahman Al Attiya, 
Vice-Chairman of QREC and 
Chairman of the Asian Rac-
ing Federation, Khalifa bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, QREC 
Board Member and Al Shaqab 
Executive Director, Ahmad 
bin Mohammed Alabdulmalik, 
QREC Board Member, Essa Al 
Hitmi, General Manager of Al 
Kass Sports Channels, Abdulla 

Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Rac-
ing Manager, and Hesham 
Mohammed Al Ali, Director of 
QREC Chairman’s Office and 
Manager of QREC Marketing 
Department.

The second day of the 
2022 renewal of the Festival 
had an eight-race card and the 
start was a with a massive Qa-
tari victory when the Khalifa 
bin Sheail Al Kuwari-owned 
Lady Princess (General x Na-
cree Al Maury) retained the 
title of the Group 1 PA Qatar 
International Stakes for the 
second consecutive year. With 
this victory under her belt, 
Lady Princess now boasts an 
incredible record of four con-
secutive, and a total of eight, 
group one victories in addition 
to her other high-profile victo-
ries. She also managed to keep 
the title Qatari for the fourth 
year in a row.

Following this win H. E. 
Sheikh Joaan Bin Hamad Al 

Thani presented the trophies 
to the winners. Abdulla bin 
Hezam Al Saaq received the 
owner’s trophy on behalf of 
Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari.

Lady Princess defends  
Qatar International Stakes 
The richest Arabian race on 
the British racing calendar, the 
Gr.1 (PA) Qatar International 
Stakes worth £400,000 in 
prize-money produced yet an-
other thrilling finish and went 
the way of the Lady Princess.

The French trained six-
year-old has been masterfully 
handled by leading Arabian 
trainer Thomas Fourcy. 

Now an eight-time Gr.1 
(PA) winner Lady Princess 
travelled ominously well 
throughout the 1,600m con-
test and was produced to per-
fection by jockey Jim Crowley, 
despite a moment of panic just 
inside the 200m pole.

Set off towards the rear 

in her habitual fashion, the 
talented six-year-old kept 
close tabs with her chief rivals 
Samlla (Assy), owned by HE 
Sheikha Reem bint Moham-
med bin Khalifa Al Thani, and 
Hattal (Mahabb). 

Lady Princess sliced 
through the field with ease 
once in the straight but met 
trouble inside the closing 
stages. Trying to pounce be-
tween Hattal and Samlla, Lady 
Princess was briefly sand-
wiched but once in the clear 
she cruised to an impressive 
eighth top- flight success. Hat-
tal took second, while Samlla 
cracked close home and fin-
ished third.

Bred by Earl du Champ 
Ginioux and Mrs. Elodie Bel-
laud, Lady Princess is by 
multiple Group One winner 
General (Amer) and is out of 

Group Three winner Nacre Al 
Maury (Kesberoy), who also 
produced Group One winner 
and stallion Mister Ginoux.

Baaeed takes unbeaten 
count to nine 
The world’s highest-rated 
racehorse Baaeed (Sea the 
Stars x Aghareed) remains un-
beaten and carried the colours 
of Shadwell Estate Company 
Ltd to his ninth successive vic-
tory when taking the Gr.1 Qa-
tar Sussex Stakes.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani presented 
the trophies to the winners af-
ter the race.

Trained in Newmarket 
by William Haggas, the four-
year-old entire took his fifth 
Gr.1 success in the £1,000,000 
contest. Ridden by Jim Crow-
ley, who also took the Gr.1 Qa-

tar International Stakes earli-
er on the same card with Lady 
Princess (General), Baaeed 
took on six rivals for the sum-
mer showpiece. 

Held up in mid-division in 
the 1,600m race set alight by 
the Japanese raider Bathrat 
Leon (Kizuna), Baaeed made 
a swooping move around the 
field on the run down the hill. 
Matching strides with Mod-
ern Games (Dubawi), Baaeed 
moved through to lead inside 
the closing stages and quick-
ened clear to score by one- and 
three-quarter lengths. Modern 
Games took second, while Al-
cohol Free (No nay Never) last 
year’s winner, who was unlucky 
in running, claimed third.

The winning trainer Wil-
liam Haggas said after the 
race “Baaeed is a fantastic 
racehorse, and we are lucky to 

have him”, said the winning 
trainer William Haggas said 
after the race, “We have him 
for two more runs after today 
and then he is likely to head off 
to stud. I don’t think we need 
to go for the Arc with him, but 
he will certainly step up to ten 
furlongs (2,000m).” 

A Shadwell Estate home-
bred, the exceptional four-year-
old is out of the Listed winner, 
Aghareed (Kingmambo). He is 
a brother to two winners, in-
cluding Hukum (Sea The Stars) 
winner of the Gr.1 Coronation 
Cup at Epsom Downs. The sec-
ond dam, Lahudood (Singspiel) 
won both the Gr.1 Breeders Cup 
Fillies and Mares Turf and the 
Gr.1 Flower Bowl Stakes at Bel-
mont Park.

She was awarded Cham-
pion Turf Female in the USA 
in 2007.

Al Kuwari’s Lady Princess retains 
Qatar International Stakes title

Baaeed wins 
Qatar Sussex 

Stakes 

Chess Olympiad: Indian teams strong, feels Carlsen; Husain Aziz to lead Qatar’s challenge
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Dhananjaya 
ton sets up 
thrilling final 
day at Galle 
with Pak 
in chase
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SHEIKH JOAAN CROWNS WINNERS AT QATAR GOODWOOD FESTIVAL

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, crowns the connections of Lady Princess on day 
two of the Qatar Goodwood Festival at Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Wednesday.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic Committee, with the winners of Qatar Sussex Stakes on day 
two of the Qatar Goodwood Festival at Goodwood Racecourse in UK on Wednesday. 

Jockey Jim Crowley guides Lady Princess past the winning post in the 
Qatar International Stakes at Goodwood Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Jim Crowley rides Baeed Qatar Sussex Stakes victory at the 
Goodwood Racecourse on Wednesday.

The 44th World Chess Olympiad will begin in Chennai, India, on  
Thursday, with players from 187 countries are taking part.

Qatar’s nine-member chess delegation left for India on Wednesday to par-
ticipate in the Chess Olympiad. The delegation is headed by Mohamed Al 
Mudahka, president of the Qatar Chess Federation (QCF) and includes In-
ternational Master Husain Aziz, national master Ghanem Al Sulaiti, Yousef 
Mohamed Al Mutawa, as well as emerging players Abdullah Al Hamid and 
Ryan Irfan and international arbiter Yousef Khalil. “Qatar’s national team 
has participated in the Chess Olympiad since 1986. I personally have 
participated on 15 occasions, starting from 1988-2016,” Al Mudahka told 
QNA. “Unfortunately, as a result of circumstances beyond our control, the 
women’s team is unable to participate in the Olympiad this time, but we 
hope that they will be present in the next editions, God willing, along with 
the participation of the men’s and women’s teams,” he added. Regarding 
Qatar’s target in the tournament, Al Mudahka added: “Our goal is to repre-
sent the Qatar national team in the best way possible at this major international forum which has 
attracted 185 players representing 180 countries. We know the difficulty of competing in the pres-
ence of world champions. But we will gain in experience by playing against major teams.
There are elections to be conducted by the World Chess Federation (FIDE).  
“The elections will be held on the sidelines of the Olympiad and are very important for us because 
some positions will be obtained by the Qatar Chess Federation, God willing, during the elections.” 
He explained that Qatar team is missing GM Mohamed Nasser Al Sayed but everyone else de-
termined to achieve positive results and improve the world rankings. He said the best position 
achieved by Qatari chess team was at the Olympiad held in Slovenia in 2002.
“Qatar ranked 50th with the participation of 170 countries. We were able to outperform  
prestigious teams such as the American team,” he said.

Team Qatar departs from Doha for Chennai

Husain Aziz.

HE Sheikh Joaan honours Khalifa bin Sheail Al Kuwari – the owner of 
Lady Princess – with the trophy.
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REAL Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti says Eden Hazard is a 
“great player” who the Spanish 
champions need after netting 
in Tuesday’s 2-2 friendly draw 
with Club America.

Hazard has struggled for 
impact at Madrid since his 
switch from Chelsea in 2019 
amid a string of injuries, mak-
ing only 66 appearances and 
scoring six goals across three 
seasons.

The 31-year-old Belgian 
midfielder is fit again and 
vowed earlier this week to show 
his best with Los Blancos this 
season.

Hazard was on the 
scoresheet from the penalty 
spot against the Mexican side 
in San Francisco, with Ancelotti 
hoping to set him up for a big 
campaign.

“We need these games to try 
to give Hazard minutes because 
Hazard is a great player that we 
need,” Ancelotti told reporters.

“So I use these games to 
give him minutes. He improved 

his game compared to the first 
game.” Los Blancos have one 
more game in their US tour 
against Juventus in Pasadena 

on Saturday prior to the Euro-
pean Super Cup against Eintra-
cht Frankfurt on August 10 and 
the new LaLiga campaign com-

mencing on August 14.
Ancelotti continues to learn 

about his squad during pre-sea-
son, in particular new additions 

Antonio Rüdiger and Aurelien 
Tchouameni.

On Tchouameni, the Italian 
said: “He’s a different six than 
Casemiro, who stays more in 
his position. Tchouameni has 
the ability and quality to play 
more in attack. He has also im-
proved on the ball.” 

Karim Benzema was Ma-
drid’s other scorer, equalizing 
for 1-1 with an excellent low 
strike from outside the box in 
the 22nd minute.

Benzema, who scored 44 
goals in all club competitions 
last term, had not played any 
competitive games since May, 
enjoying a longer break with 
the World Cup later this year in 
mind.

“Benzema is in good shape, 
even if he hasn’t done a lot of 
training sessions,” Ancelotti 
said.

“It’s clear that he still needs 
to improve his physical form. 
But we are on schedule, work-
ing a lot.

“After the game against Ju-
ventus we will reduce the pres-
sure a bit to be in good shape 
for the Super Cup.”

Ancelotti says Real need ‘great 
player’ Hazard, hails Tchouameni

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

LUIS Suarez has reached an 
agreement to return to boy-
hood club Nacional.  

Uruguay international Su-
arez, 35, was allowed to leave 
Atletico Madrid at the end 
of last season and had been 
linked with a number of clubs 
including River Plate and 
Borussia Dortmund.  

However, the veteran 
striker has opted to return to 
Uruguayan giants Nacional, 

where he began his profes-
sional career back in 2005.  

“First of all, I want to thank 
you [the fans] for the love that 
my family and I have received 
in recent days,” said Suarez.  

“That touched our hearts 
in this situation where we 
had to make a decision. It was 
impossible to reject this op-
portunity to have a chance to 
play for Nacional again, and 
we have a pre-agreement with 
the club.  

“In the next few hours, the 
details will be finalised and 

we hope the agreement we all 
want will be reached so we 
can enjoy this new stage and 
see each other in the coming 
days.” 

 Suarez scored 32 goals in 
67 league appearances over 
two seasons with Atletico, 
with 21 of those strikes coming 
in the triumphant 2020-21 La 
Liga campaign.  

He will hope to help Na-
cional reclaim the Primera 
Division title after arch-rivals 
Penarol lifted the title last 
year.

Suarez agrees return to Uruguay’s Nacional

Real Madrid’s Belgian forward Eden Hazard (R) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal in the 
second half of the international friendly between Real Madrid and Club America at Oracle Park stadium in 
San Francisco, California, on Tuesday. (AFP)

AL GHARAFA SIGN  
UZBEK TOKTAHUGAYEV 

Sports 13Thursday, July 28, 2022

Al Gharafa football club have announced the signing of Uzbek defender 
Islam Toktahugayev ahead of their new Qatar Stars League season which 
begins August 1. Al Gharafa play Al Sailiya in their opening match of the 
QNB Stars League at the Khalifa International Stadium on August 2.

Al Khor football have club announced the signing of Brazilian Gustavo 
Costa to strengthen the team in the second division in an effort for a 
return to the first division after being relegated last season. Al Khor 
said the Brazilian attacking midfielder has been signed from Cypriot 
club Olympiacos. Al Khor also recently included Uzbek midfielder Kasi-
mov, Brazilian striker Alvaro Vieira and Senegalese defender Modou 
Diani. The Al Khor football squad is current training in Izmit, Turkey, 
which will continue till August 18. Al Khor had finished the Qatar 
Stars League season in the twelfth position with 16 points and were 
relegated to the Second Division League the new season of which is 
scheduled to start August 26.

AL KHOR SIGN UP  
BRAZILIAN COSTAV

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez 
at the end of the  
Russia 2018 World 
Cup match between 
Uruguay and Saudi 
Arabia at the Rostov 
Arena in Rostov-On-
Don. Suarez an-
nounced through his 
Twitter account on 
Tuesday that he has 
a pre-agreement with 
Uruguay’s Nacional, the 
club in which he began 
his career. (AFP)

Ronaldo does not fit 
Bayern’s philosophy, 

says Oliver Kahn
DPA 

MUNICH BAYERN 

MUNICH chief executive 
Oliver Kahn has revealed the 
club did discuss the idea of 
recruiting Cristiano Ronaldo 
but decided the 37-year-old 
would not be a good match.

Media reports say the 
Portugal superstar wants to 
leave Manchester United. He 
did not feature in their pre-
season tour but his possible 
destinations look limited if 
he wants Champions League 
football this season, with 
Bayern now not an option.

“We have discussed the is-
sue - otherwise we would not 
be doing our job well. Person-
ally, I think Cristiano Ronaldo 
is one of the greatest football-
ers there has ever been on this 
planet,” Kahn told Sport Bild 
on Wednesday.

“But we came to the con-
clusion that...he would not 

have fit our philosophy in 
the current situation.” Bay-
ern have a large Robert Le-
wandowski-shaped hole in 
their attack following his exit 
to Barcelona but have signed 
Sadio Mané from Liver-
pool and 17-year-old French 
striker Mathys Tel.

They plan a more fluid 
and youthful forward line 
this term without one player 
burdened with scoring the 
vast majority of the goals.

Tottenham Hotspur for-
ward Harry Kane has also 
been linked with Bayern in 
the media and coach Julian 
Nagelsmann has spoken of 
his admiration for the Eng-
land striker, much to the an-
noyance of Spurs boss Anto-
nio Conte.

A move next year is moot-
ed and Kahn would only say: 
“Harry Kane is an excellent 
striker who is under contract 
with Tottenham.”

Man Utd confirm Martinez transfer, reunites with Ten Hag
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

MANCHESTER United have 
confirmed the signing of Ajax 
defender Lisandro Martinez in 
a reported €57 million ($57.8 
mn) deal.

An agreement on the fee was 
reached between the clubs on 
July 17, and the player has now 
signed a five-year-deal, with the 
option of a further year.

The 24-year-old follows 
former coach Erik ten Hag to 
Old Trafford in a move that is 
thought could potentially rise to 
€67 million with add-ons.

Martinez’s arrival marks 
the latest building block of the 
Dutchman’s restructuring of the 

English giants, who posted a 
worst-ever points total in the 
Premier League era last term 
(58).

They also conceded the 
most goals they ever have in a 
Premier League campaign (57), 
something Ten Hag will hope 
the Argentina international can 
help improve.

Speaking to the club’s of-
ficial website following the an-
nouncement, Martinez said: 
“It’s an honour to join this great 
football club. I’ve worked so 
hard to get to this moment and, 
now that I’m here, I’m going to 
push myself even further.

“I’ve been lucky enough 
to be part of successful teams 
in my career and that’s what I 

want to continue at Manches-
ter United. There will be a lot 
of work to get to that moment, 
but I firmly believe that, un-
der this manager and coaches, 
and together with my new 
teammates, we can do it.

“I want to thank Ajax and 
their fans for all the support they 
gave me. I had an unbelievable 
time there but feel the moment 
is right to test myself in another 
environment. Now I am at the 
perfect club to do this.” 

Martinez follows Tyrell 
Malacia and Christian Erik-
sen through the door at Old 
Trafford, while Ten Hag has 
also held crunch talks with 
wantaway forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo.Lisandro Martinez signs the deal.

We want to take the trophy: England eves 
coach after semi-final win over Sweden

STATS PERFORM/DPA

ENGLAND coach Sarina 
Wiegman is determined for 
her Lionesses to make their 
dreams come true after they 
reached the final of the Wom-
en’s Euros with a 4-0 win over 
Sweden on Tuesday.  

The Lionesses put a run 
of three straight semi-final 
defeats at major tournaments 
behind them to reach a show-
piece match for the first time 
since 2009.  

England are now unbeaten 
in 19 matches since Wiegman 
took charge and head into 
Sunday’s final against Ger-
many or France on an 11-game 
winning streak.  

Stina Blackstenius hit the 
bar early on for Sweden but 
Beth Mead put England in 
front in the 34th minute and 
Lucy Bronze doubled their 
lead shortly after the restart.  

Alessia Russo’s brilliant 
backheel put the Lioness-
es out of reach and Fran Kirby 

capped a magnificent team 
display by chipping Hedvig 

Lindahl in the 76th minute.  
“The second half we did re-

ally well. I thought in the first 
half we struggled a little bit. The 

second half we had total control 
of the game and got some more 
space,” Wiegman, who became 
the first coach to lead two dif-
ferent nations to a Women’s 
Euros final, told the BBC.  

“We’ll celebrate now a lit-
tle bit. But as I said before the 
tournament, we have a dream. 
We’ve come very far, but now 
we want to take it away.  

“In the second half we 
played so much better. I think 
it was such a good perfor-
mance that everyone will talk 
about it.”  

Mead’s goal was her sixth 
of the competition - the most 
an England player has managed 
in a single edition of the Euros 
- and moved her one shy of the 
record tally set by Inka Grings in 
the 2009 tournament.  

The Arsenal forward also 
set up Bronze and Kirby, taking 
her total goal involvements at 
Euro 2022 to 10.  “At the full-
time whistle we didn’t really 
know what to do! We’re ecstatic 
to be in the final,” said Mead.  

England’s teammates celebrate after winning the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 semi-final against Sweden 4-0 
at the Bramall Lane stadium, in Sheffield, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Borussia Dortmund striker Sebastien Haller’s surgery for a testicu-
lar tumour went “very well” and he could be back playing in a few 
months, sporting director Sebastian Kehl has said. The new buy 
from Ajax was diagnosed just days after his medical when signing. 
The 28-year-old former Eintracht Frankfurt player was bought as a 
replacement for Erling Haaland, who left for Manchester City.  
“The operation went very, very well and he is on a very good path,” 
Kehl said in a video interview with Dortmund’s shirt sponsor 1&1. 
“He was...incredibly positive and also told the team: ‘Do your job, 
give everything. Make sure that when I come back we are still fully 
in the title race.’ And that’s what the guys will do.”  
Kehl later told a news conference on Wednesday: “Further treat-
ment is now being discussed, but I can anticipate one thing: 
Sebastien will certainly be missing for a few months.” Top Ger-
man football pundits Dietmar Hamann and Sandro Wagner believe 
Dortmund can finally end Bayern Munich’s 10-year dominance of 
the Bundesliga this season, if the Ivory Coast forward can still play 
a chunk of the campaign.“With their best line-up, Dortmund are 
absolutely co-favourites,” Wagner told DAZN. (DPA)

Dortmund striker Haller’s surgery successful

 Quick read
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PAKISTAN were 89 for 1 after 
Dhananjaya de Silva’s hun-
dred helped Sri Lanka set a 
huge target of 508 to win on 
day four of the second Test in 
Galle on Wednesday.

It was the partnership be-
tween Dimuth Karunaratne 
and Dhananjaya de Silva late 
on day three that bailed Sri 
Lanka out of trouble from 
117/5. The pair continued to 
pile on the runs as they dealt 
with everything Pakistan had 
to throw at them.

Both the batters were reso-
lute in their defence in their 
opening exchanges, opting to 
rotate strike regularly instead 
of searching for boundaries. 
Skipper Karunaratne joined 
Sri Lanka’s elite 6000-run 
club early in the day, becom-
ing the sixth batter from the 
nation to do so.Once they got 
their eye in, the boundaries 
started to flow regularly. 

Dhananjaya brought up 
the 100-run stand for the sixth 
wicket with a four through 
mid-wicket. The very next 
over, Karunratne got to his 
31st Test fifty. His fellow bat-
ting partner wasn’t to be left 
behind as he too got to the 
milestone a few overs later.

It needed something spe-
cial to break the resolute stand 
and Abdullah Shafique pulled 

off a stunning catch at short leg 
to end the skipper’s resistance. 
Dunith Wellalage departed for 
18 but a flurry of boundaries 
from the bat of Dhananjaya 
meant Sri Lanka managed to 
add 121 runs to their overnight 
score before lunch.

At the break, Sri Lanka had 
a lead of 444 runs but given the 
memorable chase of 342 Paki-
stan pulled off in the first Test, 
the hosts decided to continue 
batting in the afternoon session.

Dhananjaya de Silva got 
to his 9th Test century in style 
with a boundary. At the other 
end, Ramesh Mendis landed 
a few heavy blows – including 
three consecutive fours against 
Hasan Ali – to take the lead 
past 500. A direct hit from Ya-
sir Shah ended the centurion’s 
innings as Sri Lanka finally 
called for a declaration, setting 
Pakistan a target of 508.

Pakistan started their in-
nings with intent. Both Abdul-
lah Shafique and Imam-ul-Haq 
were amongst the boundaries. 
It took a great catch from Wel-
lalage to dismiss the in-form 
Shafique. Despite the wicket, 
Pakistan maintained a healthy 
run rate, courtesy of the free-
flowing strokes from Imam and 
Babar Azam, who once again 
walked out to bat at No.3.

Just as the game was ap-
proaching the final hour of 
play, bad light forced players 
off the pitch. 

Thriller on cards as Dhananjaya’s  
ton sets Pak mammoth target

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

THE ICC awarded three new 
countries membership status 
on Tuesday during its ongoing 
ICC Annual Conference in Bir-
mingham. Cambodia and Uz-
bekistan from Asia, and Cote 
D’Ivoire from Africa, were all 
awarded Associate member-
ship status, taking ICC’s total 
members to 108 countries, in-
cluding 96 Associates.

The two Asian teams take 
the total count of Asian coun-

tries to 25 while Cote D’Ivoire 
is the 21st country from Africa.

A major criteria to gain 
ICC Membership is detailed 
in ‘Participation and domestic 
structures’ of Clause 2.1 (d) of 
the ICC Membership Criteria. 
This includes having in place 
a proper structure with mini-
mum team requirements for 
50-over and 20-over tourna-
ments, aside from clear junior 
and women’s pathways.

The three new countries 
satisfied these conditions, 
with the Cricket Federation 

of Uzbekistan’s (CFU) wom-
en’s cricket plan involving 
15 teams playing organised 
competitions with a pathway 
programme for their Under-19 
and Under-17 players.

Côte d’Ivoire Cricket Fed-
eration has a strong grassroots 
programme and also runs a 
national league senior men’s 
competition with eight teams. 
Notably, they have also taken 
several initiatives to grow 
women’s cricket, including 
the appointment of a female 
Board member to drive this 
agenda.

Cricket Association of 
Cambodia (CAC), who were 
severely impacted by COV-
ID-19, was awarded member-
ship subject to the board dem-
onstrating it has a satisfactory 
women’s pathway in place by 
the end of the year.

A T20 tournament with 
eight teams is also in the works 
for November 2022, while 
indoor cricket activities are 
expected to be re-established 
across eight schools.

Cambodia also has 14 reg-
istered teams regularly play-
ing men’s senior domestic 
cricket in the country and has 
a promising junior cricket pro-
gramme with local coaches. 

Ukraine’s application for 
ICC Membership is deferred un-
til cricket activity is able to safely 
resume within the country, but 
the ICC will continue to support 
the Ukraine Cricket Federation 
through this process.

Cricket Russia’s suspen-
sion at the 2021 AGM has 
turned into termination after 
it failed to resolve the issues 
and demonstrate compliance 
following suspension.

Three new countries receive ICC membership status

WTC 2023, 2025 finals  
to be played at Lord’s

ANI
DUBAI

THE International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Tuesday con-
firmed that the Lord’s Cricket 
Ground in London will be host-
ing the World Test Champion-
ship finals in 2023 and 2025.

In 2021, the WTC final 
was shifted from Ageas Bowl, 
Southampton to Lord’s due 
to COVID-19, where New 
Zealand defeated India to be 
crowned as the inaugural WTC 
champions. 

“The ICC Board approved 
Lord’s Cricket Ground as the 
host for the ICC World Test 
Championship Finals in 2023 
and 2025,” stated ICC in an of-
ficial statement.

Earlier, former India crick-
eter and former New Zealand 
skipper Daniel Vettori were 
appointed to the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) Men’s 
Cricket Committee as current 
player representatives.

Apart from them, former 
West Indies cricketer Roger 
Harper has been appointed as 
the second past player repre-
sentative.

“Daniel Vettori and VVS 
Laxman have also been ap-
pointed to the ICC Men’s 
Cricket Committee as current 
player representatives, while 
Roger Harper has been ap-
pointed as the second past 
player representative, join-
ing Sri Lanka’s Mahela Jaya-
wardena,” stated ICC.

Uzbekistan is one of three new countries granted ICC Associate membership. (Pic: ICC)

Cambodia and Uzbekistan from Asia, and Cote D’Ivoire 
from Africa, were all awarded Associate membership 
status, taking ICC’s total members to 108 countries, 

including 96 Associates. The two Asian teams take the 
total count of Asian countries to 25 while Cote D’Ivoire 

is the 21st country from Africa.

Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya de Silva (L) plays a shot during his innings of 109 runs as Pakistan wicketkeeper 
Mohammad Rizwan (R) and captain Babar Azam watch during the fourth day of their second cricket Test 
at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Wednesday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka 1st innings 378 (D. Chandimal 80, O. 
Fernando 50; N. Shah 3-58, Y. Shah 3-83)
Pakistan 1st innings 231 (A. Salman 61; R. Mendis 
5-47)
Sri Lanka (2nd innings; Overnight 176-5)
D. Karunaratne c Shafique b Nauman  61
D. de Silva run out (Yasir)  109
D. Wellalage c Rizwan b Nawaz  18
R. Mendis not out  45
Extras: (b9, lb7, w1, nb5)  22

Total: (For 8 wickets dec, 91.5 overs)  360
Yet to bat: P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando.
Fall of wickets: 6-243 (Karunaratne), 7-278 
(Wellalage), 8-360 (De Silva).
Bowling: Hasan 10-0-44-0 (w1, nb1), Naseem 12.5-1-
44-2 (nb3), Yasir 21-2-80-1, Nawaz 21-4-75-2, 
Nauman 14-0-54-1, Salman 12-2-41-1 (nb1), Azam 
1-0-6-0.
Pakistan (2nd innings; Target 508)
A. Shafique c Wellalage b Jayasuriya  16

Imam-ul-Haq not out  46
B. Azam not out  26
Extras: (nb1)  1
Total: (For 1 wicket, 28 overs)  89
Yet to bat: F. Alam, M. Rizwan, A. Salman, M. Nawaz, N. 
Ali, Y. Shah, H. Ali, N. Shah.
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Shafique).
Bowling: Asitha 3-1-6-0 (nb1), Jayasuriya 13-1-46-1, R. 
Mendis 9-0-31-0, De Silva 2-0-4-0, Wellalage 1-0-2-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Asia Cup shifted to 
UAE from Sri Lanka

ICC

THE Asian Cricket Council has 
confirmed that the Asia Cup 
will be held in the United Arab 
Emirates with Sri Lanka, the 
original hosts, retaining host-
ing rights.

The economic crisis in Sri 
Lanka has seen the Asia Cup 
moved out of the country al-
though Sri Lanka will contin-
ue to retain the hosting rights. 
The tournament will now be 
held in UAE between August 
27 and September 11.

“Every effort was made to 
host the Asia Cup in Sri Lanka 
and the decision to shift the 
venue to the UAE was taken 
after much deliberation,” 
Asian Cricket Council (ACC) 
President Jay Shah said in a 
press release on Wednesday. 
“The UAE will be the new ven-
ue while Sri Lanka will con-
tinue to retain hosting rights.”

“This edition of the Asia 
Cup is extremely important 
as it will help Asian nations 
prepare for the ICC World 
Cup, and I thank the SLC and 
the Emirates Cricket Board 
for their understanding and 
cooperation.”

The ACC also expressed 
its solidarity with Sri Lanka 
Cricket in the release.

“The ACC is mindful of 
the passionate Sri Lankan 
fans, hence the final decision 
to change the venue has been 
very difficult, but has been one 
that was deemed necessary. 
However, the thoughts of all 
ACC members remain in soli-
darity with the cricket-loving 
nation of Sri Lanka.”

The Asia Cup, which was 
last played in 2018, will be 
played in the T20 format, with 
nine teams participating. UAE, 
Kuwait, Singapore and Hong 
Kong will play a qualifying 
round with the winner joining 
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh in 
the main tournament.

While Sri Lanka are host-
ing Pakistan currently and 
also successfully completed 
a series at home against Aus-
tralia recently, the nine-team 
tournament poses a huge chal-
lenge in the current scenario. 
UAE has been a favoured 
backup country for host-
ing major tournaments, with 
India hosting the 2021 T20 
World Cup in the country.

KL Rahul contracts Covid,  
to miss T20I series in WI

ANI
NEW DELHI

INDIA batter KL Rahul will be 
missing out on the upcoming 
T20I series against West In-
dies, after testing positive for 
COVID-19.

India and West Indies 
are currently playing a three-
match ODI series, with the 
third and final match to be 
played on Wednesday. The 
five-match T20I series will 
start on July 29 and will con-
clude on August 7.

Last week, Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
president Sourav Ganguly, 
after the Board’s Apex Coun-
cil meeting in Mumbai, had 
informed about Rahul being 
Covid positive.

Rahul has now completed 
his isolation period, but accord-
ing to ESPNcricinfo, he has 
been advised one more week’s 

rest and recuperation by the 
BCCI’s medical professionals.

Rahul, who underwent sur-
gery recently and had resumed 
his training at the NCA in Ben-
galuru, was named in the T20I 
squad against West Indies and 
was supposed to take a fitness 
test in a couple of days.

The T20I squad of Team In-
dia arrived in Trinidad on Tues-
day ahead of their five-match 
series against West Indies.

The Men in Blue have 
gained an unassailable lead 
of 2-0 in the ODI series. Half-
centuries from Shreyas Iyer, 
Sanju Samson and Axar Patel 
helped Team India win the 
second ODI against West In-
dies by two wickets at Queen’s 
Park Oval stadium in Port of 
Spain on Sunday.

Both teams will be facing 
each other for the third and fi-
nal ODI match on Wednesday 
at Port of Spain.

Former India assistant coach 
joins Dravid’s support staff

ICC

SOUTH African Paddy Up-
ton has been appointed as the 
mental conditioning coach 
and joined up with the India 
squad in Trinidad on Monday.

Paddy Upton joins coach 
Rahul Dravid’s support staff 
as the mental conditioning 
coach in the lead-up to the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup later 
this year in Australia.

Upton previously worked 
with the Indian cricket team 
between 2008 and 2011 as an 
assistant coach under Gary 
Kirsten, during which time India 
became the No.1-ranked Test 
team for the first time and also 
famously won the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2011 on home soil.

According to reports, Dravid 
recommended Upton’s appoint-
ment this time around, with the 
duo having worked together in 
the Indian Premier League with 
Rajasthan Royals and Delhi 
Daredevils (now Delhi Capitals). 

Upton has travelled across 

the world and has been part 
of multiple T20 franchises as 
head coach. Most recently, 
he was ‘Team Catalyst’ at Ra-
jasthan Royals in IPL 2022, 
where his role also included 
the mental conditioning of 
players inside the bio-bubble.

India have a packed sched-
ule heading into the T20 
World Cup. Led by stand-in 
captain Shikhar Dhawan, In-
dia have taken an unassailable 

2-0 lead in the ODI series in 
West Indies with a game to 
go. They will then play a five-
match T20I series where Ro-
hit Sharma will return to as-
sume his role as captain.

India will then play Zim-
babwe in a three-match ODI 
series in mid-August, before 
attempting to win the Asia 
Cup in UAE as well as home 
series against South Africa 
and Australia.

Paddy Upton is Indian cricket team’s mental conditioning coach.

India to host ICC Women’s 
World Cup in 2025

ANI
DUBAI

THE International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Tuesday final-
ly unveiled the host countries 
for the next major ICC tourna-
ments in the women’s category, 
with India to host the marquee 
50-over 2025 World Cup.

The next ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup in 2025 
will be hosted by India and Sri 
Lanka will host the ICC Wom-
en’s T20 Champions Trophy in 
2027 subject to them qualifying 
for the event. Bangladesh will 
be hosting the Women’s T20 
World Cup for a second time.

The hosts were selected via 
a competitive bidding process. 

The ICC Board accepted 
the recommendations of the 

committee who conducted a 
thorough review of each bid 
along with ICC management.

Women’s T20I cricket is 
making its debut at the Com-
monwealth Games in Bir-
mingham this year, with the 
top eight teams competing for 
the gold medal.

“We are delighted to have 
awarded ICC women’s white 
ball events to Bangladesh, In-
dia, England and Sri Lanka. 
Accelerating the growth of the 
women’s game is one of the 
ICC’s strategic priorities and 
taking these events to some of 
our sport’s biggest markets give 
us a fantastic opportunity to do 
that and deepen its connection 
with cricket’s one billion plus 
fans,” ICC quoted Greg Barclay, 
ICC Chairman as saying.

DUTCH tennis coach Max Wenders has been banned from the sport for 12 years after admitting multiple 
match-fixing charges. He must also pay a fine of $12,000, the International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) 
announced on Wednesday. Wenders also admitted to destroying evidence, it said, and failing to report a 
corrupt approach. The ITIA did not disclose when and where any incidents occurred or which players were 
affected. Wenders had worked with several players as a coach on the women’s WTA Tour. (DPA)

Dutch tennis coach Wenders banned for 12 years over match-fixing
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Peru and Qatar share similar national vision of 
sustainable development, says Peru’s envoy

P
ERU and Qatar enjoy 
excellent ties and both 
countries are working 
hard to enhance their 
relations in several 

sectors including comprehensive 
investment agreement, educa-
tion, culture, health and sports, 
the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Peru to Qatar HE Dr. Jose A. Ben-
zaquen Perea has said. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Qatar Tribune on the eve of the 
201st Independence Day of Peru, 
Dr. Perea said that Qatar and Pe-
ru’s ties are based on political and 
diplomatic cooperation with Qatar 
as a relevant actor in international 
politics and diplomacy. 

Ambassador Perea, who holds 
a doctoral degree in Law and Po-
litical Science, is a writer and au-
thor of several books including 
‘The Summits of Heads of State 
and Government and their contri-
butions to International and Na-
tional Law Between 2004-2009’ 
(2014); ‘New Jersey and Its Peru-
vian’ (2016); and ‘Globalization, 
Law and International Relations’ 
(2018), besides writing several 
academic articles. 

Before his posting as ambas-
sador of his country to the State 
of Qatar, he had served in various 
positions in the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs and prestigious post-
ings as a diplomat including in 
Honduras; UN Offices New York; 
Germany; Soviet Union; Consu-
late offices Connecticut and New 
Jersey (US) and Greece.

Talking on bilateral relations, 
he said that relations between 
Peru and Qatar have gone from 
strength to strength following the 
official visit of Father Amir HH 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Tha-
ni in February 2013 to Capital City 
Lima followed by the visit of the 
Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani on October 2, 2018. 

He said both Peru and Qatar 
are reinforcing multilateralism in 
relations, which allows the two 
countries to maintain peace and 
unite for common objectives and 
interests, as well as to promote a 
positive image of their countries. 

Dr. Perea, who had presented 
his official credentials in Qatar 
on April 3, 2019, said, “I found a 
similarity in many ways between 
both the countries, for example, 
the contribution of Arabic to the 
Spanish languages, the influence 
of the Arabic gastronomy to the 
Peruvian cuisine, the Arabic ori-
gins of the Peruvian Paso horse, 
the Arabic camel links with the 
camelids of South America, and 
the value of the Arabic community 

in Peru.” 
He expressed his gratitude to 

the State of Qatar and the authori-
ties for the remarkable experi-
ence at international events that 
Peru has been participating in 
including political summits, en-
ergy, cultural field, sports includ-
ing football, athletics, swimming, 
shooting, squash, and table tennis 
among others. 

On the Qatar FIFA World Cup 
2022, he said, “Undoubtedly, Qa-

tar will host an unforgettable edi-
tion of the 2022 World Cup that 
the planet will always remember.”

On Peru’s National Day an-
niversary, Dr. Perea, on behalf of 
the Peruvians, expressed his sin-
cere gratitude to the State of Qatar 
under the leadership of the Amir 
HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani and Qatari people for their 
constant generosity towards help-
ing many countries and nations in 
need that require not only finan-

cial support but also a strong ally 
to count on in the international 
community. 

Talking about the tourist at-
tractions in Peru, the envoy said, 
“Peru is a diverse country with 
unique nature where you can see a 
home to 84 of the world’s ecosys-
tems and which has 28 climates 
on the planet at the same time.”  

Peru, he pointed out, is one of 
the world’s 17 megadiverse coun-
tries where, “consequently you 
can observe exclusive flora and 
fauna in its main regains: the 
Costa on the West; Andes in the 
Center; and the immense Ama-

zonia on the East. Moreover, we 
have built a country proud of its 
roots with a mountain range or 
walk and a coast in front of the Pa-
cific Ocean with countless riches. 
On the coast, the culture of Coral 
with 5,000 years old, the world’s 
wonder of Machu Picchu, and the 
enigma of Nazaca Lines.” 

Talking about his country’s na-
tional vision, he said Peru has sim-
ilar objectives as Qatar National 
Vision 2030, officially released in 
October 2008 with main goal to 
transform Qatar into an advanced 
society capable of achieving sus-
tainable development. 

About the National Day cel-
ebrations, he said, “We emphasise 
that the National Day of the Re-
public of Peru is not only a date 
for celebration, because it’s a great 
message that we do not retreat 
from dreams, no matter the diffi-
culties, and much more beautiful 
than withdrawing from them.” 

Diplomatic relations between 
Qatar and Peru were formalized 
on 7 November 1989, establishing 
embassy in Doha and Lima in 2011 
and 2012 respectively. 

“When there is a friendship, 
the relationship of two nations en-
dure over time for the good of their 
populations, Peru, and Qatar, for-
ever together,” he concluded.

A MUM-OF-THREE, who has lived 
in Doha since 2006, cannot wait for 
the big kick-off on 21 November. The 
image and protocol consultant, origi-
nally from Lisbon, says fans should 

expect a safe country and plenty of places 
to visit, including the desert, outstanding 
museums and traditional marketplaces. 

The Doha resident speaks about her ex-
perience and what World Cup fans 

should aim for when they visit Qa-
tar. Excerpts:

How much has Qatar 
changed since you ar-
rived 16 years ago?

Qatar is a different 
country now; it’s not even 
comparable. There have 
been so many changes 
– it’s like living in two 
different countries. It 
has grown so much 
and there are many 

opportunities now. Back 
in 2006, the population 
was smaller and it felt 
like we all knew each oth-
er. Now, Doha is a huge 
city. The infrastructure is 
incredible and many more 
services and events have ar-
rived. One thing I like is that 

Qatar is still one of the safest 
countries in the world, despite 

growing a lot.

What is your favourite 
place to visit?

I love Al Ghariya Beach because it’s very 
natural and untouched. It’s not surrounded 
by any hotels or construction. You can go and 
set up your tent for the shade, then have the 
most beautiful and peaceful day. A lot of peo-
ple know about it now, but when I first came 
to Qatar, we were the only ones that visited 
the beach.

Where else would you recommend?
All the museums here are outstanding and 

well worth visiting. I would also recommend 
going on a tour. There are tour guides here 
who speak many languages. I have discovered 
things on a tour that I didn’t know about at 
all. It will help you to get to know the country.

What advice would you give to fans 
heading to the country for the World 
Cup later this year?

First of all, inform yourself and ask ques-
tions. In the world we live today, there is no ex-
cuse for not knowing about other places. You 
can go online and learn everything about the 
country. This is a different region to Europe, 
for example, and there are certain customs 
and protocols to be observed. You should re-
search and understand that there is a certain 
way of living here that we should respect.

Will you be hosting friends and 
family during the World Cup?

I think we have all our spots filled al-
ready! We had a lot of requests from people 
we don’t know but we have prioritised fam-
ily and friends, who have been anticipating 
this World Cup for many years. We have two 
guests that want to come for the whole tour-
nament, while some will come for two or three 
games.

Portugal will play their group stage 
games at Education City, Lusail and 
Stadium 974. How much are you look-
ing forward to the matches?

We are just so excited for these games, 
as we’ve been through every step of Qatar’s 
journey towards the World Cup. We are huge 
football fans and very passionate about sup-
porting Portugal. The atmosphere is going to 
be incredible.

How do you think Portugal will do 
at Qatar 2022?

At this point, we can’t just be optimistic. 
We have to hope and want it – and we do want 
to win. I think the team is really good and very 
well prepared. They have a great opportunity 
now to surprise – but it’s football, every game 
is so unpredictable. (SC.qa)

Slice of the West
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222

Elisabete 
Reis

‘Qatar is very safe and has outstanding attractions’

Ashraf Siddiqui

Qatar will undoubtedly host an unforgettable edition of the 2022 FIFA World Cup that the world will always remember: HE Dr Jose A. Benzaquen Perea

Machu Picchu, the 15th Century Incan citadel on the Andes Mountains, PeruVinicunca Mountain (Rainbow Mountain) in the Andes of Peru at 5,200m above sea level

HE Dr Hose A. Benzaquen Perea

Portuguese Elisabete Reis believes Qatar’s mix of modern and traditional will offer fans an exciting array of attractions when they attend this year’s FIFA World Cup

Dr. Perea, who had presented 
his official credentials in Qatar 
on April 3, 2019, said, “I found 
a similarity in many ways 
between both the countries, for 
example, the contribution of 
Arabic to the Spanish languag-
es, the influence of the Arabic 
gastronomy to the Peruvian cui-
sine, the Arabic origins of the 
Peruvian Paso horse, the Arabic 
camel links with the camelids of 
South America, and the value of 
the Arabic community in Peru.” 
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Climate change: Together we can make a difference
FATIMA AL KHULAIFI 

DOHA

FOOD and water scarcity, 
extreme heat, health haz-
ards and economic losses are 
among the many threats that 
have pushed climate change 
to the forefront of global chal-
lenges in recent years. 

However, the world still 
struggles to meet its ambi-
tious plans to mitigate the 
negative impact that industri-
alisation and a growing world 
population have on natural 
ecosystems. 

Even worse, global plans 
to protect the environ-
ment risk being derailed as 
countries around the world 
struggle to cope with energy 
shortages and disruptions in 
supply chains.

Today, we celebrate World 
Nature Conservation Day, an 
annual event held every July 
28 to remind the world of 

the importance of preserving 
natural resources and the en-
vironment to maintain a stable 
and healthy society. 

The occasion, and the 
message it embodies, carries 
further significance this year 
amid the increasing challenges 
the world is facing; a message 
that deeply resonates with 
the Quranic Botanic Garden’s 
(QBG) mission to limit deserti-
fication and to restore Qatar’s 
ecological balance through 
an integrated programme for 
plant conservation.

The programme features 
both the preservation of plants 
and animals inside and out-
side their natural habitat in 
a bid to restore biodiversity 
to Qatar’s natural habitats 
and advance global efforts to 
combat climate change in line 
with Sustainable Development 
Goals and the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration.

QBG’s commitment to 

protecting the environment 
starts with the collection and 
preservation of seeds from 
threatened wild plants at our 
specialised bank. Plants are 
then cared for throughout the 
different stages of their culti-
vation at our nursery, where 
plant growth is monitored and 
diseases are treated. QBG is 
also responsible for collecting 
medicinal plant parts, docu-
menting botanical terms and 
educating the public about 

plant life and their various 
physiological processes.

The role of the QBG’s her-
barium unit and seed bank 
also extends beyond collecting 
plants mentioned in the Holy 
Qur’an and noble hadith to 
include endangered and me-
dicinal plants in Qatar in line 
with its vision of enhancing its 
responsibility towards the en-
vironment.

QBG also cooperates with 
local governmental and non-

governmental environmen-
tal organisations to preserve 
seedlings and raise environ-
mental awareness, in addition 
to pursuing regional and inter-
national partnerships with bo-
tanic gardens to collect sam-
ples and exchange knowledge 
and expertise.

QBG has also launched its 
Ghars Campaign, which con-
tributes to raising awareness 
of the importance of planting 
trees in cities and across Qa-

tar. QBG is also pursuing Al-
Rawdah Revival Programme 
in Qatar, which aims to re-
plant wild trees in their natu-
ral habitats. This is in addition 
to 4,000 trees that have been 
cultivated in Qatar in coopera-
tion with the Protection and 
Wildlife Department of the 
Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change.

The initiative falls in line 
with our main objective of 
strengthening ties with the lo-

cal community and raising en-
vironmental awareness, which 
will eventually reflect positive-
ly on our nation’s health and 
prosperity as envisioned in the 
environmental and develop-
ment pillar of our National Vi-
sion 2030.

On the occasion of World 
Nature Conservation Day, I 
urge you to contribute to our 
efforts to protect the earth’s 
ecological balance by instill-
ing environmental aware-
ness among youth to ensure 
our species’ survival and 
happiness.

Failing to do so will upset 
the natural balance and un-
dermine the world’s collective 
efforts to promote a healthy 
environment that empowers 
future generations to develop, 
innovate, and succeed.

(Fatima Al Khulaifi is 
the director of the Qur’anic 
Botanic Garden.)

HBKU deans welcome new students, 
promise fulfilling academic sessions

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DEANS of faculties at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU) have 
expressed excitement to welcome 
another set of students from di-
verse professional and cultural 
backgrounds to the campus for a 
new academic session. In their wel-
come addresses to the students, the 
dean urged the students to unleash 
their potentials in order to benefit 
from expertise and experience of 
their tutors and supervisors.

Dr Georges Nemer, interim 
dean, College of Health and Life 
Sciences, HBKU, said: “We warmly 
congratulate our incoming stu-
dents on their acceptance to HBKU. 
We look forward to having them as 
new members of our growing fam-
ily, which is part of the future of Qa-
tar, preparing the next generation 
of health carers and educators to 
make an impact for years to come. 
The college is well diversified in its 
biological and biomedical sciences, 
genomics and precision medicine, 
and exercise science programmes. 

“They will be enriched with 
knowledge and experience in 
state-of-the-art basic, clinical and 
translational research approaches 
that are fundamental to advances 
in biomedical and health sciences. 
In this post-pandemic year, in the 
year of the FIFA World Cup for 
Qatar, we are very enthusiastic to 
have them start the new academic 
year with us.” 

Dr Amal Al Malki, founding 
dean, College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, HBKU, siad: “I 
would like to welcome all our newly 
accepted students in the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences 
and learners at the Translation and 
Interpreting Institute. They join a 
robust and thriving community. 

“The college expects a lot out of 
our students, but at the same time 
offers them all the opportunities 
possible: a world-class education 
that also connects them with organ-
isations and community actors who 
can help them develop their skills 
beyond the classrooms. They will 
have multiple opportunities to be 
published and to work on research.” 

She added, “Our expectation 
is that they will leave with sound 
knowledge in the applications and 
methodologies demanded with-
in the interdisciplinary fields of 
Translation and Interpreting and 
Middle Eastern Studies. The skills 
and experience they gain at HBKU 
will equip them to contribute and 
excel in a rapidly evolving world. 
Today, they start a journey as part 
of a supportive community that 
will help them to prosper and grow, 
personally and professionally.”

Dr Ibrahim Mohamed Zein, 
interim dean, College of Islamic 
Studies, HBKU, said: “I would like 
to welcome our new and returning 
students for the coming academic 
year. The college’s exceptionally 
designed programmes, rich re-
search ecosystem and engaging 
community life will present stu-
dents with an exciting academic 
journey. They will be equipped to 
contribute to scholarship that il-
luminates the place of Islam in the 
context of global affairs.”

Dean Susan L Karamanian, 
College of Law, HBKU, said: “We 
congratulate our new students on 
their admission into one of the Col-
lege of Law’s degree programmes. 
This will be an exciting year, par-

ticularly given the world’s attention 
on Qatar as it hosts the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. While at the College of 
Law, our students will learn about 
the norms shaping the law, the ways 
the law can be interpreted and other 
aspects of application of the law. 

“In addition to developing 
their analytical skills and gaining 
substantive legal knowledge, our 
students will have many opportu-
nities to become engaged with the 
local Qatar community as well as 
with lawyers and other profession-
als well beyond Qatar. By attending 
our many public lectures, symposia 
and roundtables, or participating 
in writing or oral advocacy com-
petitions, our students will prepare 
themselves to work in the legal pro-
fession and related fields and bring 
to the workplace the highest ethical 
standards.”

Dr Leslie A Pal, founding dean, 
College of Public Policy, HBKU, 
said: “I would like to welcome our 
new students as we look to the ex-
citing new academic year ahead. 
Students are assured of world-class 
academic and professional training 
to develop solid theoretical knowl-
edge and specialisations within 
public policy and the social scienc-
es. Their skills will enable them to 

understand and enrich policymak-
ing in Qatar, the region, and glob-
ally. The coming year is going to be 
one of engagement and excitement 
for the college and for HBKU as 
part of the larger Qatar Foundation 
ecosystem. We look forward to hav-
ing them be part of that.”

Dr Mounir Hamdi, founding 
dean of the College of Science and 
Engineering, HBKU, said: “A warm 
congratulation to our new students 
on their acceptance to study at the 
College of Science and Engineer-
ing. They have an opportunity to 
develop their academic and entre-
preneurial capacities while gain-
ing cutting-edge knowledge across 
multiple disciplines. Our pioneer-
ing programmes are taught and ad-
vised by some of the best professors 
in the world. 

“Research training within our 
world-class facilities, and those 
of our partner institutes, will be 
an integral aspect of their unique 
learning experience. Their educa-
tion at HBKU will prepare them to 
advance local and regional insights 
using the latest tools and princi-
ples. The diverse, multidisciplinary 
expertise they develop will open 
excellent opportunities for them 
upon graduation.”

Dr Leslie A Pal

Dr Amal Al Malki

Dr Mounir Hamdi

Dr Ibrahim Mohamed Zein

Dr Susan L Karamanian

Dr Georges Nemer

‘I am confident my journey
at HBKU will lead me to a 
well-defined career path’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ELAF Burgeia from the College of Pub-
lic Policy, Hamad Bin Khalifa University, 
shares the many reasons that make her feel 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, specifically 
the College of Public Policy, will help her ful-
fil her aspirations.

 What is it about the programme, 
college and HBKU that attracted you 
to join?

As a fresh graduate from the Lebanese 
American University, I knew I could pur-
sue leadership opportunities studying at 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University. I thrive in a 
collaborative environment, and I take pleas-
ure in the opportunity to engage with other 
students from diverse backgrounds. The 
main reasons for my choice are the design 
of the public policy master’s programme 
and how enriching it is, and the location of 
the university. Qatar has one of the most 
fascinating cultures, history, and environ-
ment in the Middle East. The atmosphere 
of Education City is supported by the excel-
lent facilities and makes it a perfect place for 
international students. I would also like to 
add that the quality of professors available 
at the College of Public Policy played a huge 
role in my decision and I am glad I took that 
step. I got the opportunity in my junior year 
to study abroad in the state of Virginia in the 
US, where I met many students from Qatar 
on their exchange programmes. After inter-
acting with these students, I saw the high 
level of education they have obtained, and 
my goal became to get that education.

 What are your aspirations at 
HBKU?

Revisiting the main milestones in my 
life, I’ve realised that I have undergone 
many changes and twists, and that it is in 
a constant state of development. My future 
aspirations are to make a difference in the 
Arab world. I have always thought of myself 
as a leader and I aspire to put my knowledge 
and skills that I will learn at HBKU to good 
use. Motivation is essential in preparing 
for my career because without motivation I 
would not have the drive to move forward. 
I aim to learn a variety of skills and de-
velop those I already have. I hope to meet 
a diverse population of students and learn 
more about different perspectives. I feel that 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, and specifi-

cally the College of Public Policy, will help 
me fulfil my personal aspirations by con-
veying a wide range of resources. This will 
augment my knowledge in the field of pub-
lic policy. I will develop new concepts that 
will shape my professional and educational 
experiences. I have the confidence that I 
will have time to think and plan for a solid 
post-college future. I want to maximise my 
post-college opportunities while still at uni-
versity and a master’s in public policy after a 
bachelor’s degree in international business 
achieves that in my opinion.

 How do you feel an HBKU educa-
tion will assist your career goals?

Public policy students deal with a vari-
ety of problems, based on various real-life 
case studies. I aim to learn how to conduct 
research and come up with sustainable so-
lutions to these issues. I know that a degree 
from a university like Hamad Bin Khalifa 
means something important, and will open 
doors to interesting places for me once I earn 
it. A career in public policy affords the oppor-
tunity to work across a variety of sectors with 
different roles and responsibilities. Educa-
tion in our time is an influential step in stay-
ing competitive and enhancing your skills, 
whether you’re starting out in your career 
or returning to continue to build upon your 
years of experience. My goal is to demon-
strate a strong work ethic and commitment 
and continue on to work in a successful work 
environment. The opportunities Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University will provide, such as expo-
sure to a broader professional network, will 
be life changing. A network, grown through 
earning a degree like a master’s in public 
policy, can provide a wealth of insight and 
information as I advance in my own career. I 
am confident my journey at HBKU will lead 
me to a well-defined career path.

Elaf Burgeia

Students get real-life lessons at HBKU-QCRI’s summer internship programme

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Computing Research 
Institute (QCRI), part of 
Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU), has concluded 
its summer internship pro-
gramme that was held from 
May 15 to July 7. The pro-
gramme attracted 51 under-
graduate students represent-
ing HBKU, Qatar University, 
Carnegie Mellon University in 
Qatar, Texas A&M University 
at Qatar, Northwestern Uni-
versity in Qatar, the Univer-

sity of Doha for Science and 
Technology, and Princeton 
University.

Working alongside HB-
KU’s world-class scientists 
and software engineers on 
QCRI’s research projects, 
the intensive internship pro-
gramme provided the interns 
with practical experience over 
a range of topics. They also 
gained insights on how to con-
tribute to research and scien-
tific processes, testing of new 
technology, data analysis, and 
other important topics. Dur-
ing their time at QCRI, the in-
terns were able to choose their 
area of focus from the fields of 
Arabic language technologies, 
cybersecurity, data analytics, 
social computing, and soft-
ware engineering. 

In addition, they engaged in 
a number of activities, includ-
ing a weekly lunch-and-learn 
session, a team building activ-
ity titled “Adventure Rooms: 
Escape the Cabinets”, and a 
women empowerment session 
featuring a talk by Engineer 
Wafa Waheeda. The activities 
were topped off by a coding 
competition which was open to 
the interns and their mentors. 
First-place winners were Omar 
Elshenhaby and Youssef Elsha-
hawy from Qatar University.

“Our Summer Internship 
Program provides work expe-
rience and real-life lessons to 
students from various univer-
sities. Over eight weeks, we 
equipped the interns with soft 
and technical skills, so they 
can be ready for the job mar-

ket. It was their chance to put 
their skills and education into 
practice, and we feel proud to 
see them develop as profes-
sionals,” said Dr. Eman Fituri, 
Director of Educational Initia-
tives, QCRI.

The summer internship 
closing ceremony will be held 
in September to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the in-
terns. They will present their 
work in a poster session which 
will be evaluated by a judging 
panel consisting of experts 
from industry and academia. 

QCRI focuses on tackling 
large-scale computing chal-
lenges that address national 
priorities for growth and 
development. For more in-
formation, please visit qcri.
hbku.edu.qa.

51 undergraduate 
students took part 
in the programme


