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THE 31 teams trav-
elling to Qatar will 
have a Team Base 
Camp (TBC) to 
call home at the 
most compact 
FIFA World Cup 
since the inau-

gural edition in 
1930. With no do-

mestic flights re-
quired during the 
tournament, the 

same top-class fa-
cilities will be used 

throughout the com-
petition. For this edi-
tion, therefore, official 
training sessions the 
day before matches 
will also be held at 
the respective training 

sites.
Teams will check 

in at their Team Base 
Camp Hotels (TBCHs) 
at least five days before 
their first match, with 
players hoping to ex-
tend their stay from the 

guaranteed 15 days to 
33, an achievement 
reserved only for 
the finalists.

As part of the 
unique features 
of the FIFA World 

Cup 2022, 24 out of the 32 teams will 
stay within a 10km radius of each other, 
further ensuring that the event’s thrill-
ing atmosphere is concentrated in and 
around Doha, to the delight of local and 
international fans.

“Qatar 2022 will be a World Cup like 
no other, with teams benefiting from its 
compact nature and warm local hospi-
tality. Players will have more time to 
train and rest during the competition, 
while being able to experience the ex-

citement that will take over the country 
at much closer quarters, as fellow play-
ers and passionate fans from all 32 na-
tions will be gathering in a single area,” 
said Colin Smith, FIFA’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer – World Cup.

Nasser Al Khater, FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 CEO, said: “We’re pleased 
to let fans see the world-class facilities 
that Qatar has developed for their na-
tional teams. As with all of our World 
Cup projects, legacy planning has been 
a key factor and many of the training 
sites renovated and built will benefit 
local clubs and communities long after 
the tournament has finished. The new 
hotels will also support Qatar’s growing 
tourism industry post-2022.”

The concept
A TBC is the headquarters of a par-

ticipating team during the competi-
tion period of the FIFA World Cup. It 
combines a dedicated Team Base Camp 
Training Site (TBCTS) with a suitable 
hotel or other form of accommodation 
(TBCH). There will be three types of 
training site in use during the tourna-
ment: local clubs, cluster training facil-
ities and stadium training sites. Many 
have been built from scratch or reno-
vated, representing an important part 
of the tournament’s legacy for grass-
roots football in Qatar.

The TBCHs range from four- and 
five-star hotels to villas, resorts and 
non-hotel accommodation, including 
sports academy residences and school/
university housing. Besides facilities 
such as treatment rooms, they feature 
dedicated common areas to safeguard 
teams’ privacy, and also comply with 
the relevant security protocols.

A total of 162 inspection visits were 
organised for the teams that participat-
ed in the FIFA World Cup 2022 quali-
fiers, starting in October 2019.

Workers’ welfare at TBCHs
FIFA and the Host Country take 

their responsibility with respect to 
workers’ rights very seriously. As part 
of these efforts, FIFA and Qatar are 
implementing an unprecedented due 
diligence process to protect the rights 
and well-being of workers at a total of 
159 hotels, including all of those that 
will host participating teams. This work 
is being carried out in close partner-
ship with the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy, and involves col-
laboration with trade unions and other 
independent monitors, as well as the 
International Labour Organization. 
Over recent months, FIFA has also sup-
ported member associations in their 
own interactions with hotels concern-
ing workers’ rights and is encouraged 
by the constructive relationships built 
around this important topic.

Team Base Camp line-up reflects uniquely  
compact nature of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

 Quick read

LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo 
arrived at Manchester United’s 
training ground to discuss his 
future at the club.  
Ronaldo arrived with his agent 
Jorge Mendes at Carrington on 
Tuesday morning ahead of talks 
with manager Erik ten Hag. 
The Portugal forward missed 
United’s pre-season tour to Thai-
land and Australia because of 
personal reasons amid specula-

tion over his future. 
New boss Ten Hag has previous-
ly said the 37-year-old is “not 
for sale” and “in our plans”, but 
it has been reported that Ron-
aldo wants to play Champions 
League football. 
United failed to qualify for this 
season’s Champions League af-
ter finishing sixth in the Premier 
League last term. 
Ten Hag’s team instead will 

compete in the Europa League 
this season. 
Ronaldo has a year left on his 
United contract after rejoining 
from Juventus last August. 
He made his name at United after 
signing from Sporting Lisbon in 
2003, spending six years at Old 
Trafford before joining Real Madrid 
for a then-world record transfer 
fee of £80 million ($96 million). 
Ronaldo, who was United’s 

top scorer with 24 goals last 
season, has been training at 
the Portuguese national team’s 
headquarters in Lisbon. 
United start their Premier 
League campaign at home to 
Brighton on August 7 after final 
pre-season games this week-
end against Atletico Madrid in 
Norway and Rayo Vallecano at 
Old Trafford. 
(PA Media/DPA)

Ronaldo drives to Manchester United training ground to discuss future
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An aerial view of the Al Wehda FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Training Site in Doha.

All 32 teams to be based at same top-class facilities 
throughout competition 24 teams to stay within 10km 
radius of each other

“Qatar 2022 will be a World 
Cup like no other, with teams 
benefiting from its compact 
nature and warm local hospital-
ity. Players will have more time 
to train and rest during the 
competition, while being able to 
experience the excitement that 
will take over the country at 
much closer quarters, as fellow 
players and passionate fans 
from all 32 nations will be  
gathering in a single area.”

French  
defender  
Nordi Mukiele 
joins Paris 
Saint-Germain
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Qatar Stars League launches 2022-23 
season in exciting World Cup year

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH Qatar all geared up for 
the greatest football fiesta, 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the Qatar Stars League (QSL) 
launched the 2022-23 season 
of QNB Stars League amid an-
itcipation and excitement at 
the City Center Rotana Hotel 
on Tuesday.

The impressive launch was 
held in the presence of Hani 
Taleb Ballan, CEO; Abdullah 
Ali Al Hammadi, Executive Di-
rector of Operations; Hassan 
Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive 
Director of Sales, Marketing 
and Communication; Ahmed 
Salman Al Adsani, Director 
of Competitions Department; 
Khalifa Al Mana, representa-
tive of the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery & Legacy 
(Facilities Department); and 
Captain Saeed Juma Al Hitmi 
from the Stadium Security De-
partment of the Facilities and 
Authorities Security Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Interi-
or, in addition to a number of 
guests and invitees, including 
Hamad Mubarak Al Hajri, Co-
Founder and CEO of Snoonu 
company, representatives of 
Club Companies and a num-
ber of media outlets.

The ceremony focused on 
the most important prepara-
tions for the 2022-2023 season, 
as a number of initiatives and 
plans were put forward for an 
exceptional season. The most 
prominent among them were 
the use of 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar stadiums at the start 
of the league championship.

QNB Stars League be-
gins August 1 with defending 
champions Al Sadd meeting 
Al Markhiya in the opening 
match. 

On August 11, Al Arabi will 
play Al Rayyan at Lusail Sta-
dium, the venue for the final 
of FIFA World Cup 2022 final.

Al Kuwari said, “I welcome 
everyone and thank you for 
your presence in this event 
that precedes our 2022-2023 
football season, which will 
witness the organization of 
the 2022 World Cup. With this 
view, we’ve developed a plan 
of action since the end of last 
season in preparation for the 
new season, in co-operation 
with all partners, the authori-
ties concerned and Club Com-
panies, and we thank everyone 
for their efforts. We thank the 
Club Companies for their ef-
forts and continued co-oper-
ation with us, and we wish a 
distinguished and great sea-
son for all teams. We invite 
everyone to enjoy the World 
Cup stadiums, which will host 
a number of matches at the be-
ginning of the season, and this 
is an opportunity before the 
2022 World Cup.”

Al Adsani confirmed that 
a meeting was held with the 
clubs and that all arrange-
ments and preparations for 
the start of the season had 
been completed. He empha-

sized that the management of 
competitions, in co-operation 
with the Club Companies, will 
align with the various develop-
ments and events in this ex-
ceptional season.

Al Mana said, “We’ve co-
ordinated fully with QSL in 
the holding of a number of 
matches in the first rounds of 
the league at the World Cup 
stadiums, as part of our plans 
to test the operational proce-
dures again for these stadi-
ums and in preparation for the 
FIFA World Cup.”

Captain Al Hitmi said, 
“Preparations are in full swing 
from the Stadium Security De-
partment and co-ordination is 
in place with QSL to make the 
football season successful. It 
has also been agreed to con-
tinue the “You Are Important” 
initiative at the stadiums in 
the new season also.”

He stressed the complete 
readiness of the Stadiums Se-
curity Department after sever-

al meetings were held during 
the last phase to co-ordinate 
the arrangements.

Al Rihla to be the official 
ball for the season
At the ceremony, the official 
ball was also announced to be 
used during the season. 

Al Rihla (The Journey) is 
the official ball for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
QNB Stars League is one of 
the first leagues to use the new 
ball. Adidas revealed the of-
ficial ball for the 2022 World 
Cup, the 14th ball in a row that 
the company makes for the 
World Cup.

Official App of QSL
A number of initiatives were 
also announced, including 
the announcement of the new 
form of official application of 
QSL after the inclusion of a 
number of modernization pro-
cesses to keep pace with the 
latest technical developments 
in the field of digital media.

Hassan Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive Director of Sales, Marketing and Communication, QSL; Ahmed Salman Al Adsani, Director of Competitions 
Department; Khalifa Al Mana, representative of Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (Facilities Department); and Captain Saeed Juma 
Al Hitmi from the Stadium Security Department of Ministry of Interior, in a discussion during the Qatar Stars League launch in Doha on Tuesday.

Representatives of Club Companies of QSL during the new season launch ceremony.

Al Rihla (The Journey) is official ball for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and QNB Stars League.

Renewal of sponsorship agreement 
between QSL and Ooredoo

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
Ooredoo announced the renewal of 
sponsorship agreement for the 2022-
2023 Ooredoo Cup.
The announcement was made on the 
sidelines of the 2022-2023 Season 
Launch ceremony at the City Center 
Rotana Hotel Doha on Tuesday.
Commenting on the renewal of co-
operation between the two entities, 
Hassan Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive 
Director of Sales, Marketing and Com-
munication at the QSL, said, “We’re 
pleased to announce the renewal of 
partnership with one of the largest 
telecom giants not only in Qatar, but 
in the region and the world. I also 
commend Ooredoo’s continued sup-
port and co-operation for sports and 
football.”
On his part, Sultan Al Jabir, Assistant 
Director B2C Campaign Management 
at Ooredoo, said, “We’ve a firm com-
mitment to support sports and our lo-
cal communities, and we’re delighted 
to confirm this exciting sponsorship 
renewal which clearly demonstrates 
this commitment. Promoting a 

healthy, active lifestyle is a key focus 
for Ooredoo, and being title sponsor 
of such a popular sports event is a 
great way for us to share this impor-
tant message. We wish all teams the 
best of luck and look forward to some 
awesome football!”
It may be noted that Ooredoo Cup 
has a group-cum-knockout format 
and the teams are drawn into two 
groups through draw of lots, based 
on their standings in the League 
Championship.

Qatar Stars League-AlkaLive  
renew sponsorship agreement

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
AlkaLive water company renewed 
the sponsorship agreement between 
both parties for three seasons, on 
the sidelines of the 2022-2023 sea-
son launch ceremony on Tuesday at 
the City Center Rotana Hotel Doha.
On the occasion, Hassan Rabiah Al 
Kuwari, Executive Director of Sales, 
Marketing and Communication at the 
QSL, praised the continued strong 
partnership with AlkaLive water com-
pany and said, “I would like to extend 

my sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the company’s Board of Directors 
for the continued support to the QSL 
and we look forward to continuing 
our joint efforts.”
On his part, Osama Mariam, CEO 
of AlkaLive, said, “I’m pleased to 
convey to you the greetings of the 
company’s Board of Directors and all 
officials. We’re glad to continue our 
co-operation with QSL in the vari-
ous tournaments it organizes and 
supervises.”

QSL renews sponsorship  
agreement with Snoonu

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
Snoonu company renewed the spon-
sorship agreement. Snoonu, which 
specializes in the field of e-commerce, 
is considered as one of the fastest-
growing companies, through the 
mobile application, which is one of the 
first applications in Qatar that provides 
comprehensive solutions, allowing the 
purchase or sending of any product 
anywhere.
Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO of the QSL, 
said, “We’re pleased to announce 

today the renewal of sponsorship 
agreement with Snoonu, which is con-
sidered as one of the most prominent 
Qatari companies, and we’re proud of 
their excellence and permanent co-
operation with us in order to achieve 
common goals and aspirations. I 
would also like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Mr. Hamad 
Mubarak Al Hajri for the distinguished 
support and initiatives aimed at de-
veloping sports marketing, and I wish 
them success.”
Hamad Mubarak Al Hajri, Co-Founder 
and CEO of Snoonu, said, “We’re 
pleased to renew the sponsorship 
agreement with QSL for the 2022-
2023 season. In partnership with QSL, 
we look forward to another wonderful 
and special season.”
Snoonu, which is specialized in the 
field of e-commerce, is considered as 
one of the fastest-growing companies, 
through the mobile application. It is 
one of the first applications in Qatar 
that provides comprehensive solu-
tions, allowing the purchase or delivery 
of any product anywhere.

Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO, Qatar Stars League.

Challenging new season  
provides QSL with great 

opportunities: Hani Ballan
VINAY NAYUDU

DOHA

Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO of the 
Qatar Stars League (QSL), 
sees the forthcoming new 
2022-23 season of QNB Stars 
League as a great opportunity 
for all involved towards making 
it a spectacle for the world to 
witness. Kicking off on August 
1, three months ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the QSL founded in 1963, 
steps into a landmark year 
which also adds to the chal-
lenge of living upto expecta-
tions since all attention is 
focused on the FIFA World 
Cup. Hani Ballan is however 
thrilled with the challenge. He 
spoke to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of QSL’s new season 
launch on Tuesday.
Excerpts:

On the road ahead
“We believe in challenges. 
We have always believed in 
challenging ourselves and 
challenging others because 
this is the only way to move 
forward. We are always keen 
to explore the out of comfort 
zone situations because these 
are the learning lessons that 
will develop and improve our 
football, our organisation, our 
operations and our standards.
We look at challenges as a 
beneficial step rather than as 
obstruction to our targets. Our 
aim has always been to have 
very entertaining football and 
it is also something that we 
are working at for the next five 
years and I believe this with 
the new participation agree-
ment the clubs have with QSL 
and the collaboration with 
FIFA, we shall continue to grow 
and develop to becoming one 
of the leading football leagues 
in the world.”

World Cup and QSL 
“This is a World Cup season, 
amazing season and full of 
passion, power and energy not 
only for the fans but for the 
clubs as well. The players and 
clubs also have the opportunity 
to experience six of the eight 
World Cup stadiums since QSL 
matches will be played at the 
venues this season. Also, the 

clash between Al Arabi and Al 
Rayyan on August 11 at the Lu-
sail Stadium will be a magical 
experience for everyone and 
for the players to be playing 
with the World Cup ball Al Ri-
hla. It’s a mixed feeling for us 
at QSL of joy and responsibil-
ity and a lot of hard work has 
gone into the preparedness. 
It’s a great feeling.

On the readiness
“We are very happy and proud 
that QSL is on the spot with 
the whole world looking at 
our teams, our players, our 
stadiums and how the league 
would begin three months 
before the World Cup and in 
what shape it will end up after 
seven weeks and ahead of the 
start of the World Cup.

Expertise and experience
“Thanks to FIFA for associating 
with QSL. We have signed a 
partnership with FIFA regarding 
the participation of the clubs 
and FIFA will assist in terms of 
providing education programs 
for the clubs.”

Excitement and responsibility
“It’s a very exciting and 
exceptional year ahead of us. 
Three months ahead of the 
World Cup kick-off it provides 
for a great opportunity for all 
of us for spectators, for fans, 
for the teams, players, refer-
ees, for us who are following 
the details, the operations 
to experience this immense 
feeling of thrill and respon-
sibility because this league 
being in the host nation of 
the World Cup puts a lot of 
onus on our shoulders with a 
lot of privilege, prestige and 
honour attached to show the 
world that QSL deserves to be 
recognised worldwide.”

 It’s a very exciting 
and exceptional year 
ahead of us. Three 
months ahead of the 
World Cup kick-off it 
provides for a great 
opportunity for all of us.

Hanil Ballan, CEO, QSL
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XAVI acknowledged a return 
for Lionel Messi is “impossi-
ble” at present but refused to 
rule out a reunion in future, as 
he rejected comparisons be-
tween himself and two legend-
ary Blaugrana coaches.

Messi’s 21-year associa-
tion with Barcelona came to 
an end last August when he 
joined Paris Saint-Germain on 
a free transfer amid the Cata-
lan club’s financial woes.

However, the seven-time 
Ballon d’Or winner’s six league 
goals during his debut cam-
paign in Paris represented his 
worst such tally since he netted 
the same amount in La Liga as 
an 18-year-old in 2005-06.

Messi has just one year 
remaining on his contract in 
the French capital - though an 
option exists for a further 12 
months with PSG - and Bar-
celona president Joan Laporta 
said on Sunday he did not 

believe the Argentine’s Barca 
story was over.

His former team-mate and 
current Barcelona coach Xavi, 

however, told a news confer-
ence such a move was unfeasi-
ble, at least for now.  

“He has a contract and it’s 
impossible right now,” Xavi 
said, looking ahead to Barca’s 
friendly with Juventus in Dal-
las on Tuesday.

“Messi is the best football-
er in the world and in history. 
President Laporta already said 
that Messi’s story with Barca 
is not over, but now is not the 
time to talk about it.” 

On a personal level, Xavi 
has enjoyed success since re-
turning to Barcelona as head 
coach last November, leading 
the side to a second-placed 
league finish after they had 
languished in ninth under pre-
decessor Ronald Koeman.

Barca are now expected to 
challenge for silverware after 
acquiring the likes of Robert 
Lewandowski and Raphinha, 
but Xavi insists he does not 
seek comparisons with leg-
endary Blaugrana bosses Pep 
Guardiola and Johan Cruyff.  

“I don’t have the idea of 
equalling Pep, what I want is 
for Barca to win,” he added.

“It’s not a question of ego, 
I don’t want to beat Pep or 
Johan or anyone. On the con-
trary, I have nurtured myself 

from them, I am a student of 
theirs.  

“My dream is to return 
Barca to the top of the world.” 

Despite their perilous 
financial situation, Barce-
lona have recruited heavily 
throughout the transfer win-
dow, and with Sevilla and 
France defender Jules Kounde 
reportedly also close to join-
ing, their spending does not 
look likely to stop any time 
soon.

And Xavi believes the cap-
ture of Lewandowski demon-
strates the lure of the Catalan 
giants, adding: “It’s not for me, 
it’s for the club. What I do is 
speak clearly with the players.  

“Everything adds up, but 
I would say that the club is 
the one that has strength, its 
greatness is a magnet for foot-
ballers.  

“People are excited to play 
at Barca, the fact that players 
of the stature of Lewandowski 
want to come proves it.”

Sports

Technical meeting for first leg of 2022-2023 QNB Stars League held

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League held 
a Technical Meeting ahead 
of the first leg of 2022-2023 
QNB Stars League, at the City 
Center Rotana Doha Hotel on 
Tuesday, 26th July, 2022, on 

the sidelines of its new season 
launch.

The meeting was attended 
by Ahmed Salman Al Adsani, 
Director of Competitions De-
partment at the QSL, Ahmed 
Abdullah Al Sayed, Head of 
Football Operations at the 
QSL, representative of the 

Referees Department of Qa-
tar Football Association and 
representatives of QNB Stars 
League clubs.

At the outset, Al Adsani 
welcomed the attendees, wish-
ing their clubs success in the 
new season, and hoped to con-
tinue work and constructive co-

operation with Club Companies 
to achieve common goals.

The meeting discussed 
organizational matters and 

match day procedures, and 
stressed the importance of 
attending the stadium on the 
specified match days, as well 

as adherence to the official 
protocol and all approved pro-
cedures.

The kits (basic and re-

serve) for each team were 
also discussed, and the match 
kits and jersey colours of each 
team were determined.

Lewandowksi top player in 
world football, says Xavi

STATS PERFORM/DPA

ROBERT Lewandowski has 
made a strong first impression 
at Barcelona, with manager 
Xavi calling him “an unbeliev-
able signing”.

Lewandowski made his 
first appearance for his new 
club in their 1-0 friendly win 
against Real Madrid on Sat-
urday, starting up top before 
being subbed off at half-time.

The 2021 Ballon d’Or 
runner-up is coming off seven 
consecutive seasons of at least 
40 goals in club competition, 
with Barcelona hoping he is 
still at the peak of his powers 
despite turning 34 years old 
next month.

Speaking to the media 
about the club’s new front-man, 
Xavi had nothing but praise.

“[Lewandowski] has 
adapted really well,” he said. 
“He’s very humble - he’s won 
almost everything in the world 
of football.  

“He has the humility to 
work hard for the team, and 
for us he’s an unbelievable 
signing. So really good, really 
happy to have Robert in the 
team, and [against Madrid] he 
adapted really well.  

“He controlled the ball 

when Madrid pressed high, he 
understood really well when 
it was his moment to control 
and play for the attacking mid-
fielders or for the defensive 
midfielder.  

“He went deep many 
times, so we are talking about 
the top player in the world of 
football.” 

Xavi also touched on Bar-
celona’s transfer strategy 
when asked if there are more 
signings planned, highlight-
ing the desire for depth and a 
competition for starting spots.

“Well, the more, the bet-
ter,” he said. “That is, the more 
that can compete, the better it 
will make us staff, they will 
make each other better, they 
will compete with each other.  

“There are many games 
this year, I would say even 
more, because there is a World 
Cup in between and the calen-
dar is even more compressed. 
I think it is important that 
there is competition between 
the players.

“There are injuries, will 
there be sanctions - so per-
fect. Barca, I have already said 
many times, must have two 
high-level players in each po-
sition, and this is what we are 
working on.”

Robert Lewandowski of Barcelona warms up before a pre-season 
friendly match against Real Madrid at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, 
Nevada on Saturday. Barcelona defeated Real Madrid 1-0. (Getty/AFP)

PSG confirm defender deal as 
Mukiele joins from RB Leipzig

STATS PERFORM/DPA

PARIS Saint-Germain con-
firmed the signing of RB Leip-
zig defender Nordi Mukiele 
on Tuesday as coach Chris-
tophe Galtier continued to 
shape his side.

Mukiele appeared destined 
to become a PSG player when 
Leipzig announced he had 
been granted absence from 
their squad for the DFL-Su-
percup due to ongoing transfer 
negotiations on Monday.

Despite reports of late in-
terest from Chelsea, PSG sealed 
the acquisition of the 24-year-
old and will reportedly pay an 
initial €12million fee, which 
could reach a total of €16mil-
lion with add-ons included.

Mukiele has signed a five-
year deal at the Parc des Princ-
es, becoming the third new 
arrival of the transfer window 
after midfielder Vitinha and 
striker Hugo Ekitike, while 
left-back Nuno Mendes made 
his loan from Sporting CP per-
manent.

Speaking to PSG’s website, 
Mukiele said: “When I found 
out that Paris were interested in 
me and that they wanted me to 
come here, I had to think about 
it because it’s very important.

“It’s a very big step in my 
career, it’s not a choice to 
be taken lightly. But I think 

and I’m sure I made the right 
choice.” 

Mukiele made 28 appear-
ances - 21 of them starts - as 
Leipzig finished fourth in the 
Bundesliga last season, con-
tributing to the side matching 
Bayern Munich as the compe-
tition’s best defensive side.

No Bundesliga team con-
ceded fewer than their 37 
goals across the 2021-22 cam-
paign, while only Bayern and 

Wolfsburg (both 11) bettered 
their tally of 10 clean sheets.

PSG won three out of three 
fixtures during a pre-season 
tour of Japan, though Gal-
tier expressed frustration with 
their defending after Monday’s 
6-2 rout of Gamba Osaka.

Mukiele, who is capable of 
playing at full-back and cen-
tre-back, is expected to chal-
lenge for a spot in a three-man 
backline next season.

This file photograph taken on April 10, 2022, shows Leipzig’s French 
defender Nordi Mukiele pointing during the German first division 
Bundesliga match between RB Leipzig and TSG 1899 Hoffenheim in 
Leipzig, eastern Germany. (AFP)

Pogba to miss next leg of  
Juventus’ pre-season tour

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PAUL Pogba will miss the next 
leg of Juventus’ pre-season 
tour of the United States after 
suffering a knee injury.

France international Pog-
ba, 29, rejoined the Serie A gi-
ants on a free transfer after his 
Manchester United contract 
expired earlier this summer 
and started the 2-0 friendly 
win over Guadalajara in Ne-
vada on Saturday.

But, after six years away 
from Turin he could now face 
a spell on the sidelines after 
Juventus announced he would 

not take part in the trip to Dal-
las, where Juve will face La-
Liga side Barcelona.

“Following complaining 
of pain in his right knee, Paul 
Pogba underwent radiological 
examinations that revealed a 
lesion of the lateral meniscus,” 
the club confirmed on their of-
ficial website.

“In the next few hours he 
will undergo a specialist or-
thopedic consultation.

“Therefore, in order to 
continue treatment, he is not 
taking part in the trip to Dal-
las.” Juventus start their Serie 
A season at home to Sassuolo 
on August 15.

Paul Pogba (left) of Juventus and Pavel Pérez of Chivas vie for the ball 
during their pre-season friendly match at Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, last Friday. Juventus defeated Chivas 2-0. (Getty/AFP)

‘Messi return to Barca impossible at the moment’

Manager Xavier “Xavi” Hernandez 
of Barcelona sits on the bench 
before his team’s pre-season 
friendly match against Real Ma-
drid at Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian 
forward Lionel Messi reacts after 
his shoot during PSG’s Japan Tour 
football match against Gamba 
Osaka at Suita stadium in Osaka 
on Monday. (AFP)

Bayern Munich sign 17-year-old French striker Mathys Tel
DPA

MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich have signed 
17-year-old French striker tal-
ent Mathys Tel from Stade 
Rennes, the Bundesliga cham-
pions said on Tuesday.

Bayern gave no further 

details but Tel was reportedly 
to receive a five-year contract 
and cost Bayern up to ?30 mil-
lion ($30.6 million).

He had 10 first team ap-
pearances last season and cap-
tained France to the Under-17 
European title in May.

“Mathys Tel is one of the 

biggest talents in Europe, a 
very quick, technically strong 
and versatile striker,” Bay-
ern’s board member for sport, 
Hasan Salihamidzic, said.

“We’ve been watching him 
for a long time and we were 
able to convince him to take 
his next important steps in 

Munich with us now. We are 
proud of that, as there were a 
lot of clubs who wanted to sign 
him.” 

“The development of such 
an exceptional young player is 
an exciting project for us all. 
Of course, Mathys needs time, 
he needs minutes on the pitch 

and rhythm. We are all con-
vinced he has a great career in 
front of him and that he will 
help our team.” 

Tel had confirmed via so-
cial media on Sunday night 
that he was leaving Rennes 
where he had a contract until 
2024.
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Kyprios lands Al Shaqab Goodwood Cup as 
Qatar Goodwood Festival 2022 kicks off

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
GOODWOOD (UK)

IN presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan Bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the Qatar Good-
wood Festival kicked off on 
Tuesday and will continue up 
to Saturday.

The world-famous five-
day Festival is one of the high-
lights of the flat racing season 
in the UK and Europe. Held 
on the world’s most beautiful 
racecourse, the Festival fea-
tures class racing, with several 
black type races bearing the 
name of Qatar. 

The opening day of the 
2022 renewal of the Qatar 
Racing and Equestrian Club-
sponsored Festival had an 
eight-race card, where top-
class racing was on display at 
beautiful racecourse which 
was built in 1802. The feature 
event was the Gr1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup Stakes.

Present on the opening 
day as well were HE Fahad bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, Am-
bassador of the State of Qatar 
to the United Kingdom, HE 
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani 
bin Khalid Al Thani, CEO of 
Qatar Media Corporation, HE 
Issa bin Mohammed Al Mo-
hannadi, Chairman of QREC, 
QREC Board Members and 
Essa Al Hitmi, General Man-
ager of Al Kass Sports.

Kyprios wins Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup
The highlight on the first day 
of Festival, the Gr.1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup Stakes is re-
nowned for its enthralling 
finishes, and this year was no 

exception as Kyprios (Galileo) 
ground out a narrow success 
in the two-mile race. 

Hamad bin Abdulrahman 
Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of 
QREC and Chairman of the 
Asian Racing Federation pre-
sented the trophies to the win-
ners after the race.

The youngest of the nine 
that lined up for the £500,000 
staying contest, Kyprios added 
a second top-flight success to 

his flourishing CV, following 
an excellent success in the Gr.1 
Gold Cup at Royal Ascot last 
month.

Trained by Aiden O’Brien 
and owned in partnership by 
superpowers, Moyglare Stud, 
Magnier, Tabor, Smith and 
Westerberg, the May-born colt 
showed extreme tenacity on 
only his eighth-career start.

Ridden prominently by 
Ryan Moore, Kyprios sat be-

hind the early leaders, before 
ranging up to share the lead on 
the run into the straight. 

Four-time winner of the 
race Stradivarius (Sea The 
Stars) was briefly checked 
by Trueshan (Planteur), who 
made ground on the eventual 
winner. Gutsy in front, Kyp-
rios held on to get the better of 
an extended battle with Strad-
ivarius by a neck, while True-
shan finished a further length 

and a quarter back in third.
“He’s a fabulous horse’, 

said the winning trainer Aiden 
O’Brien after the race. “It’s 
great for everyone and for 
Partick, who rides him every 
morning. Ryan gave him a 
beautiful ride and he is a horse 
that only does enough. He’s 
very lazy, and you need to 
ask him to change gear, but 
he loves a battle. I think there 
is plenty more to come from 

him too. The plan has always 
been to go to the Irish St.Leger 
(Sunday, 11th September) with 
him.”

The superbly-bred son of 
Galileo is out of the superb 
broodmare Polished Gem 
(Danehill). 

The outstanding mare has 
produced ten winners, includ-

ing Gr.1 winners Free Eagle 
(High Chapparal) and Search 
For A Song (Galileo), the Gr.2 
winning pair of Custom Cut 
(Notnowcato) and Sapphire 
(Medicean), along with Gr.3 
winner Valac (Dark Angel), 
and the Listed-winning pair 
of Falcon Eight (Galileo) and 
Amma Grace (Galileo).

Hamad bin Abdulrahman Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC) with the winning team of Kyprios on the opening 
day of the Qatar Goodwood Festival Meeting at the Goodwood Racecourse in United Kingdom on Tuesday.

Jocckey Ryan Moore guides Kyprios to winning the Al Shaqab Good-
wood Cup at the Goodwood Racecourse on Tuesday.

Racing aficionados at the Goodwood Racecourse on Tuesday.

Sri Lanka’s lead crosses 300  
as bad light plays spoilsport

ICC
GALLE

SRI Lanka’s lead crossed the 
300-run mark after an ex-
cellent performance from 
Ramesh Mendis with the ball 
and some handy contributions 
from their batsmen on Day 3 
of the second Test on Tuesday.

The hosts’ lead was 323 
ending the day on 176 for 5 
after wrapping up Pakistan’s 
first innings at 231.

Yasir Shah and Hasan Ali 
did put up a resistance in the 
morning of day three, but once 
the stand was broken, Sri Lan-
ka cleaned up the tail relatively 
quickly. The pair established a 
32-run stand, which was end-
ed by Prabath Jayasuriya, who 
bowled Ali for 21. Nauman Ali 
was the next to walk, getting 
stumped off the bowling of 
Ramesh Mendis for 1. 

Mendis scalped his fifth 
wicket, trapping Yasir for 26, 
as Pakistan’s innings ended 
on 231, with the hosts taking a 
147-run lead.

With skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne suffering from 
back spasms, out walked a new 
opening pair of Oshada Fer-
nando and wicketkeeper-batter 
Niroshan Dickwella. The lat-
ter played a couple of cracking 
shots to get going, but could not 
stay in for the long haul. 

The opening stand be-
tween the pair would only last 
for 27 runs, with Dickewella 
being dismissed on 145 by a 
beauty from Naseem Shah. 

Fernando would be the 
next one to depart, with Yasir 
Shah striking off his very first 
delivery, trapping him in front 
for 19. A similar story to the first 

innings was again playing out, 
as all the Sri Lankan batters got 
starts, but failed to convert it 
into a substantial score. Kusal 
Mendis (15), Angelo Mathews 
(35), and Dinesh Chandimal 
(21), all failed to punish the Pa-
kistan bowlers. 

For the visitors though, 
their bowlers were bowling 
with great discipline that the 

hosts were not running away 
with the scoring. 

A partnership finally 
took shape for Sri Lanka, as 
their lead crossed the 300-
run mark. Skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne walked out to 
bat at No.6 and was joined by 
Dhananjaya de Silva. The pair 
embarked on a solid unbeaten 
59-run stand, which helped 

their target of fattening up the 
lead.

Karunaratne was unbeaten 
on 27, while de Silva was bat-
ting on 30*, as the Sri Lanka 
lead had reached the 323-run 
mark. Bad light then inter-
vened to lead to an early end 
to the contest, but Sri Lanka 
would be happy with a solid 
day of play.  

Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq (C) fields a ball during the third day of play of the second cricket Test against Sri 
Lanka at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Tuesday. (AFP)

Premier League names Alison 
Brittain as new chairperson

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THE Premier League has an-
nounced Alison Brittain as its 
new chair after clubs “voted 
unanimously in favour” of her 
appointment.

Brittain will take over from 
interim chairman Peter Mc-
Cormick early next year.

“I have been a football fan 
since I was a child and so am ab-
solutely delighted to be appoint-
ed chair of the Premier League,” 
she said in a statement.

“The game is of enormous 
national importance, is loved 
by so many people around the 
world and can have a tremen-
dous positive impact on com-
munities.

“It will be a real privilege to 
be able to help to develop plans 
for the future and work with 
all the key stakeholders in the 
game to ensure its long-term 
sustainability and success.” 
Brittain was deemed to be the 
“outstanding candidate” fol-
lowing an extensive search pro-
cess led by the Premier League’s 

nominations committee.
A member of the last three 

Prime Minister’s advisory 
boards and a former chairper-
son of the Financial Conduct 
Authority practitioner panel, 
she is regarded as one of the 
country’s leading business ex-
ecutives.

The 57-year-old will step 
down as CEO of Whitbread 
PLC to focus on her new role in 
football.

She remains the senior 
independent director at Ex-
perian PLC and was recently 
announced as chair designate 
of Dunelm Group PLC, having 
previously worked for Barclays, 

Santander and Lloyds Banking 
Group during a career in the fi-
nancial services sector.

Her other current roles in-
clude deputy chairperson and 
trustee of the Prince’s Trust 
Council.

Premier League chief ex-
ecutive Richard Masters said: 
“Alison has had a positive im-
pact on every organisation she 
has been a part of, so I am de-
lighted she is joining the Pre-
mier League as chair.

“She has a tremendous 
track record in business, gets 
things done with a down-to-
earth style and is well respected 
and liked in all the industries 
she has worked.

“She also has a keen inter-
est in the game and how it can 
develop further and I am very 
much looking forward to work-
ing with her.” 

Brittain, whose new posi-
tion is non-executive, will chair 
a Premier League board com-
prising Masters, former senior 
media executive Mai Fyfield 
and technology venture capital-
ist Dharmash Mistry.

Alison Brittain.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 378 
Pakistan (1st innings Overnight 191-7)
Y. Shah lbw b Ramesh  26
H. Ali b Jayasuriya  21
N. Ali c Dickwella b Ramesh  1
N. Shah not out  4
Extras: (b8, lb1)  9
Total: (All out, 88.1 overs)  231
Fall of wickets: 7-191 (Salman), 8-223 (Hasan), 9-226 
(Nauman), 10-231 (Yasir).

Bowling: A. Fernando 20-2-62-1, Jayasuriya 37-10-80-
3, R. Mendis 21.1-6-47-5, De Silva 4-0-15-1, Wellalage 
6-1-18-0
Sri Lanka (2nd innings)
N. Dickwella c Rizwan b Naseem  15
O. Fernando lbw b Yasir  19
K. Mendis lbw b Nawaz  15
A. Mathews c Azam b Salman  35
D. Chandimal c Rizwan b Naseem  21
D. Karunaratne not out  27

D. de Silva not out  30
Extras: (b9, lb2, nb2, w1)  14
Total: (For 5 wickets, 50 overs)  176
Yet to bat: R. Mendis, P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando, D. 
Wellalage.
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Dickwella), 2-47 (Oshada), 3-59 
(K. Mendis), 4-100 (Mathews), 5-117 (Chandimal).
Bowling: Hasan 5-0-24-0 (w1), Naseem 9-1-29-2 
(nb1), Yasir 12-2-41-1, Nawaz 11-2-32-1, Nauman 5-0-
15-0, Salman 7-1-18-1 (nb1), Azam 1-0-6-0.

Scoreboard

CWG 2022 England’s best chance to beat 
rivals Australia, believes Natt Sciver

ANI
DERBY (UK)

ENGLAND all-rounder Nat 
Sciver believes that her side 
is heading into the Common-
wealth Games 2022 with their 
best chance of beating arch-
rivals Australia.

This statement comes af-
ter England has completed a 
dominant multi-format series 
win over South Africa after 
registering a 38-run win in 
the final T20I to complete a 
3-0 clean sweep over the visi-
tors. The latest win means that 
England has won six white-
ball wins in a row against 
Proteas, something which will 
give them a lot of momentum 
and confidence heading into 
the CWG 2022 which will be 

held in Birmingham. Austral-
ia is a favourite on the other 
hand to win big in CWG 2022 
as they are current champions 
in ODI and T20Is. They had 
defeated England in the 50-
over World Cup final back in 
April. Sciver believes that Eng-
land’s new attacking approach 
will give them a chance at get-

ting a medal.
“I think we have settled on 

the way we want to play - hav-
ing that aggression with bat 
and ball, especially in the pow-
erplay. Hopefully, that puts us 
in a good position for the Com-
monwealth Games. I think this 
is our best chance [to beat Aus-
tralia],” Sciver told Sky Sports.

“People have really taken 
their chances. I think that is 
the most exciting thing - eve-
ryone has contributed and had 
their moments. It is probably 
the most fun I have had on the 
pitch in a long time and when 
you are enjoying cricket you are 
probably playing well as well. It 
is infectious,” she added.

Sciver was standing in as 
captain for the regular skipper 
Heather Knight.

Natalie Sciver.

Meg Lanning reclaims top spot in women’s ICC T20I rankings
Australia skipper Meg Lanning reclaimed 
her spot at the top of ICC Women’s T20I 
Player Rankings after her brilliant knock of 
74 against Ireland in a tri-series at Bready 
that also features Pakistan.  
Lanning has overtaken compatriot Beth 
Mooney to reclaim the position she first 

occupied in January 2014. Except for two 
days in March 2014, she remained at the 
top until 18 November 2016.  
However, this is the first time Lanning has 
been No. 1 since then.  
Lanning has been at the top for a total of 
1,020 days, only behind England’s Charlotte 

Edwards (1,092) and Australia’s Karen 
Rolton (1,085) in terms of days as No.1. 
Tahlia McGrath, whose knock of 70 in 
the same game won her the Player of the 
Match award, is up 15 places to 13th while 
Rachael Haynes has advanced two places 
to 51st position. (ANI)


