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World 5
Toxic liquor kills 29  
in India’s Gujarat state

Business 7
GWC posts net profit of  
QR114.8 mn in H1 2022

Sports 12
Qatar Stars League launches 2022-23 
season in exciting World Cup year

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Tuesday sent a cable of 
congratulations to President 
Draupadi Murmu on taking 
the constitutional oath as 
President of the Republic of 
India, wishing her success 
and the relations between 
the two countries further 
development and growth.

Amir greets 
Indian prez

President of the Dominican Republic Luis Abinader met with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani at Santo Domingo on Monday. During 
the meeting, the Deputy Prime Minister conveyed greetings of His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to the President of the Dominican Republic, and His Highness’ 
wishes of good health and happiness, and further progress and prosperity to the government and peo-
ple of the Dominican Republic. The President of the Dominican Republic entrusted the Deputy Prime 
Minister with his greetings to HH the Amir, wishing him good health and happiness and Qatar further 
progress, development and prosperity. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations between the 
two countries, and the ways to support and develop them in various fields. (QNA)

DOMINICAN PRESIDENT MEETS DEPUTY PM

QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S trade surplus 
jumped by 130.7 percent to 
reach QR215.6 billion in 2021 
from QR93.4 billion in 2020.

According to the Plan-
ning and Statistics Author-
ity (PSA) , the total value of 
Qatar’s exports, including 
exports of goods of domestic 
origin and re-exports amount-
ed to QR317.4 billion last 
year, showing an increase of 
QR129.9 billion, or 69.3 per-
cent, compared to 2020, dur-
ing which exports amounted 
to QR 187.5 billion.

The increase in total ex-
ports in 2021 (compared to 
2020) was mainly due to high-
er exports of mineral fuels, 
lubricants and similar mate-
rials by QR114.5 billion (74.7 
percent), chemicals and their 
non-mentioned products by 
QR11 billion (60.4 percent), 
manufactured goods, main-
ly classified by material, by 
QR2.6 billion (47.5 percent), 
crude material inedible, ex-
cept fuel, by QR2 billion (662 
percent), and machinery and 

transport equipment by QR1.6 
billion (23.1 percent).

On the other hand, exports 
witnessed a decrease in mis-
cellaneous manufactures by 
QR1.8 billion, or 63.1percent.

The statement said the val-
ue of Qatari imports in 2021 
amounted to QR101.9 billion, 
an increase of QR7.8 billion, 
or 8.3 percent, compared to 
2020, which amounted to 
QR94 billion.

The main reason for the 
increase in the total value of 
imports is due to the increase 
in imports of machinery and 
transport equipment by QR1.7 
billion (4.5 percent) and mis-
cellaneous manufactures by 
QR1.66 billion (10.3 percent), 
manufactured goods, main-
ly classified by material, by 
QR1.5 billion (10.2 percent), 

crude material inedible, ex-
cept fuel, by QR1.3 billion 
(46.8 percent), and chemi-
cals and their non-mentioned 
products by QR0.8 billion (8.6 
percent).

On the other hand, the 
main declines in food and 
live animals were recorded at 
a value of QR0.4 billion (3.5 
percent).

Asian countries are Qa-
tar’s top export destinations in 
2021, and leading countries of 
origin of Qatar’s imports dur-
ing the same year, as they ac-
counted for 74.3 percent and 
41.6 percent, respectively, fol-
lowed by the European Union 
at a rate of 12.4 percent and 
30.3 percent, respectively, 
then the GCC at a rate of 6.8 
percent and 3.4 percent, re-
spectively.

Qatar’s trade 
surplus jumps 
over 130% to  
QR215.6 bn
Qatar’s exports 
jumped 69.3% to 
QR317.4 billion 
last year

Cash transactions in excess 
of QR50,000 prohibited in 
certain trading outlets: QCB

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

BASED on the decision of the 
Council of Ministers, the Qatar 
Central Bank (QCB) has pro-
hibited the use of cash in trans-
actions that exceed the value 
of QR50, 000 in a number of 
trading activities.

In a statement issued 
through its official Twitter 
handle on Tuesday, the Qatar 
Central Bank has said that it is 
prohibited to use cash in trans-
actions that exceed the value of 
QR50,000 in five trading out-
lets as follows:

•	 Sale,	 purchase	 and	
rental of properties of all kinds, 
and modifying them. 

•	 Sale,	 purchase	 and	
rental of vehicles of all kinds 
and their distinctive numbers. 

•	 Sale,	 purchase	 and	
rental of maritime transporta-
tion.

•	 	 Sale,	 purchase	 and	
rental of all precious metals, 
gemstones and jewellery. 

•	 Sale,	 purchase	 and	
rental of camels, horses, live-

stock and falcons, whether sin-
gle or flocks.

According to a statement 
issued earlier, for transac-
tions exceeding this threshold 
amount, alternative modes 
of payment such as cheques, 
bank transfers and bank cards 
must be used.

Cash, as defined in the Cash 
Transactions Law, includes all 
banknotes, coins, and other 
monetary instruments issued 
by the Qatar Central Bank or 
any traded foreign currency.

As part of Qatar’s ongoing 
commitment to reduce the risk 
of money laundering, the ‘Cash 
Transactions Law’ was pub-
lished in Official Gazette No. 

7 of 2022 dated July 3, 2022. 
The Cash Transactions Law is 
effective from the date of its 
publication.

The Council of Ministers 
has the right to amend this 
QR50,000 threshold. For 
transactions exceeding this 
threshold amount, alterna-
tive modes of payment such 
as cheques, bank transfers and 
bank cards must be used.

According to a Doha-based 
law firm, it is important for the 
relevant authorities and law-
yers (who assist in authenti-
cating or registering contracts 
with the relevant authorities to 
ensure and verify compliance 
with the prohibition on the use 
of cash in transactions exceed-
ing the value of QR50,000 and 
to include such a prohibition 
in the relevant contracts and 
documents.

The relevant authorities 
are entitled to refuse any 
transaction if the parties to it 
have not specified the alter-
native payment method with-
in the contract/document, it 
said.

New hotels will support Qatar’s booming tourism industry post-2022: Al Khater
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 CEO 
Nasser Al Khater has expressed his 
happiness over the approaching 
date of welcoming the participat-
ing teams and football fans from 
around the world. 

He said sustainable legacy of the 
tournament’s facilities forms an im-
portant aspect in planning to host 
the football carnival.

He said the new hotels that have 
come up for the World Cup will sup-
port Qatar’s growing tourism indus-
try post-2022.

 “We’re pleased to let fans see 
the world-class facilities that Qa-
tar has developed for their national 
teams. As with all of our World Cup 
projects, legacy planning has been a 
key factor and many of the training 
sites renovated and built will benefit 
local clubs and communities long 
after the tournament has finished. 
The new hotels will also support Qa-
tar’s growing tourism industry post-
2022,” Al Khater said.

The teams participating in Qatar 
2022 will enjoy the most compact 
FIFA World Cup since the inaugural 
installment in 1930. 

As part of the unique features of 

the FIFA World Cup 2022, 24 out of 
the 32 teams will stay within a 10km 
radius of each other, further ensur-
ing that the event’s thrilling atmos-
phere is concentrated in and around 
Doha, to the delight of local and in-
ternational fans.

A TBC is the headquarters of a 
participating team during the com-
petition period of the FIFA World 
Cup. It combines a dedicated Team 
Base Camp Training Site (TBCTS) 
with a suitable hotel or other form 
of accommodation (TBCH). 

There will be three types of train-
ing sites in use during the tourna-
ment: local clubs, cluster training 

facilities and stadium training sites. 
Many have been built from scratch 
or renovated, representing an im-
portant part of the tournament’s leg-
acy for grassroots football in Qatar.

The TBCHs range from four and 
five-star hotels to villas, resorts and 
non-hotel accommodation, includ-
ing sports academy residences and 
school/university housing. Besides 
facilities such as treatment rooms, 
they feature dedicated common ar-
eas to safeguard teams’ privacy, and 
also comply with the relevant secu-
rity protocols.

We’re pleased to let 
fans see the world-
class facilities that 

Qatar has developed for their 
national teams. As with all of 
our World Cup projects, legacy 
planning has been a key factor 
and many of the training sites 
renovated and built will benefit 
local clubs and communities 
long after the tournament has 
finished. The new hotels will also 
support Qatar’s growing tourism 
industry post-2022”

—Nasser Al Khater, Qatar 2022 CEO

Fath Al Khair promotes FIFA World Cup in Monaco
THE Fath Al Khair 5 continues its voyage along the coasts of 
European countries bordering the Mediterranean, heading to 
the port of Monaco at its first stop in France, which includes 
Nice, Cannes and Marseille. Mohammed Yousef Al Sada, 
captain of the Fath Al Khair 5, said: “Fath Al Khair continues 
his marine journey, raising the flag of the country and carrying 
the message of love and peace from Qatar and its people to 
the peoples of the world, performing its mission to the fullest 
in promoting  the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, as well as our 
culture and ancient maritime heritage.” (TNN)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE competent authorities 
have referred 390 people to 
the Public Prosecution for 
violating COVID-19 preven-
tive and precautionary 
measures in force in the 
country.

While 386 people have 
been referred to the Public 
prosecution for not wearing 
masks where necessary, 
four have been referred for 
not installing the Ehteraz 
app.

The competent authori-
ties have urged the public 
to adhere to the COVID-19 
preventive and precaution-
ary measures in force to 
protect themselves and 
others from spread of the 
coronavirus.

Action against 
390 for flouting 
COVID-19  
protocol

More civilians killed 
in Ukraine after  
attacks in Donetsk 
region (PG 4)

See also page 11 



02 Wednesday, July 27, 2022

Contact US: Qatar Tribune I EDITORIAL I Phone: 40002222 I ADMINISTRATION & MARKETING I Phone: 40002155, 40002122, Fax: 40002235  P.O. Box: 23493, Doha.

Amir sends greetings to president of 
Maldives

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Maldives 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Indian 
president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of congratulations to President 
Droupadi Murmu on taking the constitutional oath as the presi-
dent of India. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Maldives
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to president of 
Maldives
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of con-
gratulations to President of Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih 
on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

QCAA delegation meets Mexican 
minister 
A delegation from the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA) met 
with Minister of Communication and Transportation of Mexico 
Jorge Diaz Leal in the presence of Ambassador of Qatar to 
Mexico HE Mohammed bin Jassim Al Kuwari. The QCAA delega-
tion was headed by Acting Director of QCAA Mohammed Faleh 
Al Hajri. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations 
between the two countries in the field of air transport. (QNA)

Quick read

Al Khor Hospital begins special programme
on antenatal infant feeding: Classes, hotline
set to provide support for pregnant women
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) advocates the 
adoption of the Baby Friendly 
Hospital Initiative (BFHI) in 
Qatar and Hamad Medical 
Corporation (HMC) is pro-
actively working towards ob-
taining official BFHI accredi-
tation for facilities that offer 
women and newborn services 
in Qatar. 

Al Khor Hospital has com-
menced a special programme 
to provide antenatal infant 
feeding classes to pregnant 
women. In addition, Al Khor 
Hospital now has a hot-
line that women can call for 
breastfeeding support. 

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) estimates that 
over 820,000 lives of children 
under five years of age could 
be saved every year if all chil-
dren 0–23 months were op-
timally breastfed. The WHO 
and UNICEF launched the 
Baby Friendly Hospital Initia-
tive (BFHI) to assist hospitals 
in giving mothers the infor-
mation, confidence and skills 
necessary to successfully initi-

ate and continue breastfeed-
ing their babies by giving spe-
cial recognition to hospitals 
that have done so. 

Mohammed Al Jusaiman, 
HMC’s deputy chief for Gen-
eral Hospitals Group and 
chief executive officer of Al 
Khor Hospital, is a keen hos-
pital executive supporter of 
the initiative across all HMC 
facilities offering maternity 
services. 

“By joining hands across 
the public healthcare sector 
to promote breastfeeding, we 
are aiming to make it easier 

for women and their families 
to adopt breastfeeding best 
practices as a means of pro-
tecting infants and ensuring 
their wellbeing. This initiative 
is designed to be in the best 
interest of mothers and their 
babies while also helping gov-
ernments gain efficiencies 
and save money and lives,” he 
said.

Studies have shown that 
breastfeeding helps to pro-
mote infant brain develop-
ment, reduces the risk of obe-
sity in children and protects 
women against breast and 

ovarian cancer and diabetes. 
Facilities that provide ma-
ternity and newborn services 
have a unique role in provid-
ing new mothers and babies 
with the timely and appropri-
ate support and encourage-
ment they need to breastfeed 
successfully.

“Al Khor Hospital has been 
engaged in developing com-
prehensive, high-quality ma-
ternity services. We, therefore, 
have key nursing and mid-
wifery teams working towards 
our hospital’s readiness for 
the BFHI accreditation,” said 
Fatma Moh’d Al Komah, act-
ing executive director of Nurs-
ing, who has been very instru-
mental in the establishment 
of these sessions for pregnant 
women and new mothers liv-
ing in and around the Al Khor 
catchment area.

According to Mariama 
Lilei Feika, director of Nurs-
ing for women and newborn 
services in Al Khor Hospital, 
the antenatal infant feeding 
methods thought are based on 
the recommendations from the 
BFHI’s Global Standards for 
infant feeding education. 

She said, “We aim to en-

able expectant mothers in their 
third trimester to discuss how 
best they can adopt feeding 
methods that are right for them 
and their baby. Topics dis-
cussed in group sessions with 
pregnant women include the 
importance of breastfeeding 
(benefits to baby and mother), 
global recommendations on 
exclusive breastfeeding, risks of 
giving formula or other breast-
milk substitutes, and the fact 
that breastfeeding continues to 
be important after six months 
when other foods are given, the 
importance of immediate and 
sustained skin-to-skin contact, 
early initiation of breastfeeding 
and importance of rooming-in, 
basics of good positioning and 
attachment and recognition of 
feeding cues.”

Al Khor Hospital Ante-
natal Infant Feeding Classes 
hotline number 33032156 
offers breastfeeding advice 
from 7am to 3pm, Sunday to 
Thursday. The establishment 
of educational sessions and 
services provided through the 
helpline supports achieving 
the target for the antenatal in-
dicators for the BFHI accredi-
tation.

QSL enters into partnership with Cosette
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League 
(QSL) has entered into a 
new sponsorship agreement 
with Cosette, a dynamic full-
service marketing agency 
that offers everything from 
marketing strategy and con-
cept development to imple-

mentation. Commenting on 
the agreement, Hassan Ra-
biah Al Kuwari, executive 
director of Sales, Marketing 
and Communication at QSL, 
said: “It gives us immense 
pleasure that Cosette has 
come on board as our Busi-
ness Partner and we, at QSL, 
hope to gain from the com-
pany’s expertise. We’ve been 

impressed by their profile 
as a provider which aims to 
ease and improve people’s 
lives and their business needs 
through innovation and crea-
tivity, and also offer unique 
and effective solutions in 
sports marketing.”

On his part, Omar Shami-
yeh, CEO of Cosette, said: 
“We’re happy to be a Business 

Partner of the QSL. We look 
forward to working on at-
tracting the best investments 
in brands, sponsorship and 
marketing through the exclu-
sive opportunities that QSL 
offers to sponsors and part-
ners. QSL adds a special and 
distinctive value to the list of 
our local and international 
sports partnerships.”

Shura deputy speaker and 
Swedish official review ties

QNA 
STOCKHOLM

DEPUTY Speaker of Shura 
Council HE Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan Al Sulaiti met with Di-
rector-General for Legal Affairs 
of the Swedish Ministry of For-
eign Affairs Carl Magnus Ness-
er in Stockholm on Tuesday.

During the meeting, they 
reviewed bilateral relations 
between the State of Qatar and 
Sweden, especially those re-
lated to enhancing parliamen-
tarian cooperation between the 
two countries.

The meeting comes as 
part of the deputy speaker of 
Shura Council’s visit to Swe-
den, accompanied by several 
members of the council, at 

the invitation of the Swedish 
Parliament to get briefed on 
the experience of the Swedish 
Parliament, strengthen coop-

eration with the Shura Council 
and exchange expertise and 
experiences in various fields of 
parliamentary work.

MoCI recalls 2013-14 
Ford Escape models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in col-
laboration with Almana Mo-
tors Company, Qatar’s Ford 
dealership, has announced 
the recall of Ford Escape ve-
hicles, 2013-2014 models, due 
to the transmission shifter ca-
ble bushing being damaged or 
missing in some affected vehi-
cles, causing the transmission 
shifter to malfunction and the 
vehicle to be immobile.

Also, the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, in col-
laboration with Nasser Bin 
Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, has 
announced the recall of 2019-
2021 Mercedes-Benz A class 

and CLA vehicles due to a pos-
sible leak in the engine cooling 
system’s coolant lines.

The recall campaign, ac-
cording to the ministry, was 
part of its ongoing efforts to 
protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on ve-
hicle defects and repairs.

The ministry stated that it 
would work with the dealer to 
monitor the maintenance and 
repair work, as well as commu-
nicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs were 
made. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection and 
Combatting Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquires and sug-
gestions.

Al Khor Hospital

Endowments Ministry announces 
names of Ramadan Quiz winners

QNA
DOHA

THE Department of Islamic 
Research and Studies at the 
Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs 
has announced the names of 
winners of the Ministry’s Ram-
adan Quiz for the year 1443 
AH. 

About 300 participants 
took part in the competition 
this year.

In a statement, the Depart-
ment said that a committee was 
formed to sort out the results 
of the competition and to de-
termine the winners. The com-
mittee, headed by the Director 
of the Department of Research 
and Islamic Studies Sheikh Dr. 
Ahmed bin Mohammed bin 
Ghanem Al-Thani, reviewed 

the participants’ answers and 
verified their accuracy.

The Ministry allocated fi-
nancial prizes for the winners 
with the support and funding 
of the General Directorate of 
Endowments.

The winners are in order as 
follows: First: Bakhita Saleh Al 
Badawi.

Second: Abdul Rahman 
Shaheen Al Kuwari.

Third: Manal Khader Al 
Helou.

Fourth: Lina Fouad Abdul-
lah.

Fifth: Wefaq Ahmed Al 
Tom.

Sixth: Fouad Mohamed 
Khader.

Seventh: Samar Badwan.
Eighth: Rafik Chebri.
Ninth: Ibrahim Serageldin.
Tenth: Doaa Salah.

QC hands over wheelchairs 
to support Shafallah Centre

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity has handed over several wheel-
chairs to the Shafallah Centre for Persons with 
Disabilities to facilitate their movement and 
mobility. The provision of wheelchairs by Qatar 
Charity to the centre comes within the framework 
of its social responsibilities and its desire to sup-
port the integration of this community segment 
into public life and to spread societal awareness 
of its rights. 
FARID Khalil Al-Siddiqi, Head of the Local 
Projects Department in the Department of Pro-
grammes and Community Development at Qatar 
Charity, handed over the wheelchairs to Dr. Mu-
hammad Talfat, Director of the Remedial Services 
Department at the Shafallah Centre for Persons 
with Disabilities, which provides a variety of ser-
vices for people with disabilities.

Farid Khalil Al-Siddiqi, Head of the Local Pro-
jects Department at Qatar Charity, said that provid-
ing wheelchairs to the Shafallah Centre comes as 
part of the community efforts undertaken by Qatar 
Charity in cooperation with various youth organisa-
tions and initiatives and individuals serving the lo-
cal community. Al-Siddiqi noted that Qatar Charity 

had provided the Shafallah Centre for people with 
disabilities with wheelchairs earlier also. Wheel-
chairs were also provided to several other agencies, 
including Qatar Association for the Disabled, Ihsan 
Centre for Elderly Care, among others. 

He added that Qatar Charity seeks to provide 
wheelchairs to serve these groups with the sup-
port of philanthropists in Qatar. Donations can 
be made through the website, electronic appli-
cation, and collection points of Qatar Charity to 
contribute to facilitating their movement. Qatar 
Charity organises visits to these segments and 
implements programmes and events on holidays 
in seasons.

QNA
DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League (QSL) 
announced the renewal of 
sponsorship agreement with 
Doha Bus company.

On this occasion, Hassan 
Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive 
Director of Sales,  Market-
ing and Communication at 
the QSL, said, “At the outset, 

I extend my thanks and ap-
preciation to Doha Bus and 
all its employees, and wish 
them more success in their 
tourism programmes and 
initiatives. We’re pleased 
to announce the continua-
tion of our successful part-
nership. By renewing this 
agreement, we affirm our 
aspiration to strengthen our 
co-operation in the future.”

On his part, Khaled Al 
Suwaidi, CEO of Doha Bus, 
said, We’re pleased to renew 
this agreement and we’re 
proud to continue work and 
co-operation with QSL. This 
is an important step for us 
at Doha Bus, one of the lead-
ing companies in the tour-
ism sector, and we hope to 
achieve our aspirations and 
goals.”

It may be noted that Doha 
Bus has established itself as 
a distinctive tourism firm in 
the region and all over the 
world. Its vision as a desti-
nation management com-
pany is to enhance Qatar’s 
position at the global level 
by highlighting the country 
with its vibrant culture, tra-
dition and continuous devel-
opment.

QSL renews sponsorship deal with Doha Bus
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Outstanding results for MES
in CBSE Class X examinations

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MES Indian School excelled in 
the Class X CBSE Examination 
2021-22 with a top score of 97.2 
percent. 

A total of 548 students reg-
istered for the Board Examina-
tion and the school recorded 
100 percent pass with an im-
pressive 18 candidates securing 
95 percent and above and 61 
candidates securing between 90 
and 95 percent. A total of 338 
students secured distinction.

Nawfa Mohamed Ismail 
with her brilliant performance 
secured 97.2 percent to emerge 
as the school topper, closely 
followed by Afiya Haroon 
Vazhaparambath and Sreya 
Hari with 97 percent and Elna 
Shibu in the third position with 
96.6 percent.

Students who secured 100 
percent marks in various sub-
jects are: Angel Elizabeth Jo-
seph in English, Sreya Hari in 
Social Science and Malayalam, 
Zenath Mohamed Haneef Vat-
taparambil in Malayalam, 
Hamdan Ahmed Kannoth in 
Arabic, Aisha Muhammad 
Akhtar and Hafsa Sultan Malik 
Mehboob Sultan in Urdu.

Students who secured A1 in 
all five subjects are: Afiya Ha-
roon Vazhaparambath, Sreya 
Hari, Elna Shibu, Micah Leya 
Mathew, Shinde Vedika Vilas, 
Rajalekshmy Santhirani Ku-
mar, Shazia Valiya Peedikakkal, 
Minhath Karingappara, Kinsey 
Ajani Andrews Dharmaraj and 
Hawazin Fathima Mundekkat-
tu Thodiyil.

Angel Elizabeth Joseph 
topped in English with 100 
marks and Nawfa Mohamed Is-
mail, Elna Shibu and Tahaniah 
Mohammed emerged as top-

pers in Science with 99 marks. 
Nawfa Mohamed Ismail se-
cured 99 marks in Mathematics 
and Sreya Hari topped in Social 
Science and Sreya Hari and Ze-
nath Mohamed Haneef in Ma-
layalam with 100 marks.

Kinsey Ajani Andrews 
Dharmaraj and Ishqullah Ha-
meed Abdul Rahim scored 
99 marks in Tamil. Hamdan 

Ahmed Kannoth obtained 100 
marks in Arabic, Aakriti Thakur 
secured 94 marks in French and 
Aisha Muhammad Akhtar and 
Hafsa Sultan Malik Mehboob 
Sultan emerged as subject top-
pers in Urdu with 100 marks. 
Shinde Vedika Vilas obtained 
99 to be the topper in Hindi.

The school management 
and Principal Hameeda Kadar 

congratulated the students and 
teachers for their hard work and 
parents for their relentless sup-
port.  The principal also thanked 
Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, the Ministry 
of Public Health, the Embassy 
of India in Qatar and the school 
management for their support 
and guidance during the pan-
demic situation.

DPS-MIS students bring 
off stellar 100 percent 
results in CBSE exams

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

THE first batch of Grade-X 
students of DPS Monarch In-
ternational School (DPS-MIS) 
produced a stellar perfor-
mance in the Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) 
2021-2022 Board Examina-
tions achieving 100 percent 
pass. 

Bringing laurels to the 
school and raising the bar of 
performance, Saachi Dhad-
wal stole the limelight with 
a whopping of 98.6 percent 
marks emerging the school 
topper. Following closely at 
her heels was Devika Kun-
dathil Anoop with an out-
standing of 97.6 percent as the 
second topper.

Rachel Lizbeth Kurian 
became the third topper with 
97.2 percent, while Varsha 
claimed the fourth highest po-
sition with 97 percent marks. 
Athulya Subash, Akshith 

Palamthody and Daksh He-
malkumar Shah secured 95.6 
percent marks each as the fifth 
toppers.

Fathima Nehrin Mullun-
gal (94.6 percent), Soundarya 
Lakshmi Narayanan (94.2 
percent), Sanjay Satheesh 
Menon (93.8 percent), Vi-
haan Pradeep (93 percent) 
and Sarang Puthanpurayil 
Satheesh (92.8 percent) were 
the other top scorers from the 
school.

The total number of stu-
dents appeared for the exami-
nations was 64. The School 

Average was 82.14 percent and 
School Result was a perfect 
100 percent. With their exem-
plary performance speaking 
volumes of their hard work, 
five students scored 100 marks 
in Mathematics and Science. 

Saachi Dhadwal and De-
vika Kundathil Anoop scored 
100 marks in Mathematics 
and Science. Vihaan Pradeep 
scored cent percent in Mathe-
matics whereas Rachel Lizbeth 
Kurian and Athulya Subash 
scored full marks in Science. 

The following are the num-
ber of students who scored 
more than 90 percent marks 
in various subjects: English 
- 28 students, Mathemat-
ics - 12 students, Science - 22 
students, Social Science - 16 
students, Information Tech-
nology - 26 students, and 
Languages - 16 students. The 
school management, princi-
pal, heads and the teachers 
congratulated the students on 
their excellent result.

HBKU attracts talented 
alumni back to campus

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

AS a new academic year begins, 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) has welcomed back several 
high-achieving alumni to continue 
their studies. 

Their paths after graduation have 
been as diverse as their academic in-
terests and specialisations, but their 
successes reflect the way HBKU 
shapes its graduates to become lead-
ers making a significant impact in 
their fields. 

That they have chosen to return 
as students is a positive indicator 
of the significant value an HBKU 
degree offers. World-class faculty, 
globally-relevant multidisciplinary 
master’s and doctoral programmes 
and collaborations with strategic 
research partners, create a fulfilling 
academic environment. A holistic 
university experience also encour-
ages lifelong learning. 

Malak Latrous, returning to pur-
sue her PhD at the College of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences (CHSS), 
graduated with a Master of Arts in 
Audiovisual Translation in 2018. 

She said, “During my time at 
HBKU, I grew tremendously on both 
professional and personal levels. In 
just two years, I learned so much 
from the pioneers of my field. I was 
able to get the best quality educa-
tion, resources and professional op-
portunities. At graduation, Dr Joselia 
Neves presented us with the gift of a 
swallow, a reminder that we would 
always find a home at the Transla-
tion and Interpreting Institute and 
HBKU. So I haven’t just come back 
to HBKU, I’ve come back home.”

It was her current role as a senior 
strategic communications consultant 
in the art, fashion and museum sec-
tor that sparked the topic of her PhD 
dissertation. 

“I have always been fascinated by 
translation, and audiovisual transla-
tion in particular. As an interdiscipli-
nary field, it opens doors to discover 
and study multiple fields at once. 
After graduating, I was offered the 
opportunity to intern at Al Jazeera 
English as an assistant producer, 
working on ‘reversioning’ documen-
taries and even producing my own, 
‘Senegal’s Sinking Villages’. Shortly 
after, I was recruited by a leading in-

ternational public relations firm and 
I’ve since worked with multiple cli-
ents, including the Gates Foundation 
Middle East and Mo Ibrahim Foun-
dation, supporting their communica-
tions strategies, media engagement 
and Arabic content,” she said.

 Haya Mohammed N M Al Nae-
mi has found a pathway at HBKU 
to advance her aspirations as a legal 
academic. After earning her LLM in 
International Law and Foreign Af-
fairs in May this year, she immedi-
ately decided to pursue a Doctor of 
Juridical Science (SJD).

“I chose to return to HBKU to 
develop my research skills. During 
my studies, I met friendly, helpful 
professors. I got to know many am-
bitious and creative students, and we 
exchanged knowledge and experi-
ences. So, I wanted to do my SJD in 
this same inspiring environment. The 
most attractive feature of the SJD pro-
gramme at HBKU is that it is the only 
one of its kind in the Middle East and 
enables a student to enter academia 
and become a lecturer,” she said.

Mohammed Muslehuddin Mus-
ab, holding a Master of Science in 
Islamic Finance from the College of 
Islamic Studies (CIS), has returned 
to begin a PhD in Islamic Finance 
and Economy. 

He said, “The quality of education 
at HBKU transformed me from be-
ing someone with theoretical knowl-
edge of Shari’ah to someone present-
ing practical solutions in the world 
of Islamic banking and finance. The 
enriched experience of the faculty is 
hard to find in the region and that is 
why HBKU stood out as an option to 
further my studies in Qatar.”

He also highlights why he chose 
this particular programme saying, 
“The interaction between the innate 
dynamism in the field of economics 
and finance, synchronised with the 
flexible nature of Shari’ah and Islam, 
makes the PhD in Islamic Finance 
and Economy at HBKU the best op-
tion to keep me on track in a vibrant 
contemporary world. The multicul-
tural environment and diversity of 
HBKU’s faculty help in broadening 
our thinking and unleashing our cre-
ative potential in a very fair and open 
learning environment.”

HBKU has welcomed more than 
350 new students across 36 multidis-
ciplinary programmes to begin the 
new academic year. A multifaceted, 
entrepreneurial education will pre-
pare them to pursue their individual 
aspirations but also address critical 
challenges facing Qatar, the region 
and the world.

Haya Mohammed N M Al Naemi

Here is how HBKU education 
can advance your career path

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

BEING at the heart of Education 
City, Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity provides its students plenty of 
opportunities to further enhance 
life and learning experiences. 
Moreover, its PhD in Islamic Fi-
nance and Economy programme 
provides students an opportunity 
to pursue research that focuses 
on Qatar’s economy and its na-
tional and international targets. 
Ali Mashhadi, of HBKU’s College 
of Islamic Studies, shares in this 
interview, the many reasons that 
made the university and the pro-
gramme his go to option.

 What is it about the programme, 
college and HBKU that attracted 
you to join?

The PhD in Islamic Finance 
and Economy is a multifaceted 
programme that covers a wide 
range of topics, including analysis 
of finance and economics in the 
context of Shari’a values to the 
development of innovative ap-
proaches for responsible finance, 
green finance, and circular econo-
mies. The programme also focuses 
on Qatar’s National Vision 2030 
(QNV 2030), which aims to trans-
form Qatar into a developed coun-
try capable of achieving sustaina-
ble development. The opportunity 
to pursue research that focuses on 
Qatar’s economy and its national 
and international targets is rel-
evant to my academic research 
interests, as is the opportunity to 
learn from specialist expertise in 
my field of study.

As a member of Qatar Founda-
tion, and with HBKU being at the 
heart of Education City, it provides 
plenty of opportunities to further 
enhance my student life and learn-
ing experience.

Lastly, the flexible nature of 
HBKU’s programmes makes it 
possible to pursue doctoral re-
search part-time as a working pro-
fessional. This includes scheduling 
core and elective classes later in 
the day to accommodate part-time 
students. 

 What are your aspirations at 
HBKU?

The PhD programme at HBKU 
lays down a clear roadmap for my 
research interests with the core 
and varied elective courses such as 
Applied Econometrics and Islamic 
Asset and Fund Management re-
spectively – all of which are rel-
evant to my research aspirations. 
Furthermore, with my work expe-
rience in the oil and gas industry, 
I have developed a keen interest in 
pursuing research related to how 
Qatar can efficiently and sustaina-
bly allocate its resources to achieve 
QNV 2030, in addition to research 
related to Islamic finance and its 
implications on investment deci-
sion making. 

Within HBKU, I am hoping to 
develop a unique and innovative 
approach to analysing and inter-
preting data within my field, to 
further contribute to the growing 
body of knowledge. The world-re-
nowned faculty and industry lead-
ers who are a part of the College 
of Islamic Studies will also pro-
vide a wealth of opportunities to 
develop the necessary knowledge 
and skills needed to succeed in the 
PhD programme.

 How do you feel an HBKU edu-

cation will assist your career goals?
The ability to pursue a doctoral 

research degree will allow me to 
foster new research skills as I con-
tinue to explore my thesis topic in 
the upcoming years. This will also 
further enhance my technical skills 
in terms of handling big data - a 
transferable skill that can be useful 
in an academic environment, and in 
a professional work environment. A 
PhD will not only enhance my tech-
nical prowess, but will also largely 
aid in fostering broader skills such 
as project planning, problem solv-
ing, communication, critical think-
ing, etc. These skills will all assist 
my long-term career goals. 

The process of continuously 
learning is an important qual-
ity that is highly valued in most 
professional settings, as it depicts 
one’s ability to quickly adapt to the 
ever-changing business landscape.  

Finally, being able to con-
nect with like-minded individuals 
whether it be staff or peers within 
HBKU and external to the institu-
tion (i.e., Qatar Foundation’s high-
ly distinguished universities), will 
open the door for future collabora-
tions and projects that would oth-
erwise not be available to me.

Nawfa Mohamed Hamdan Ahmed Rajalekshmi. S Zenath Mohamed Micah Leya Mathew

Afiya Haroon Thahaniya. M Hafsa Sultan Aakriti Thakur Hawazin Fathima

Shaziya VP Shinde Vedika Aisha Muhammad Kinsey A Andrews Minhath. K

Anger Elizabeth Joseph Ishoullah Hameed A Rahim Elna Shibu Sreya Hari

The total number of stu-
dents appearing for the 
examinations was 64. The 
School Average was 82.14 
percent and School Result 
was a perfect 100 per-
cent. Five students scored 
100 marks in 
Mathematics and Science

Ali Mashhadi



NATURE’S FURY

dpa
Kiev

Several civilians have died 
in the Donetsk region in east-
ern Ukrainian in the course of 
fighting between russian and 
Ukrainian forces.

Three people were killed 
and eight injured in the Ukrain-
ian-controlled part of the re-
gion, military governor Pavlo 
Kyrylenko said on Telegram 
on Tuesday. The dead were in 
the villages of Krasnohorivka, 
Maryinka and Soledar, but he 
said the entire territory is being 
shelled by the russians.  “There 
is no settlement in the Donetsk 
region that is not shelled and 
that is safe or relatively safe,” 
he said later on Tv.

a civilian was killed in the 
town of Horlivka in the part of 
Donetsk region controlled by 
pro-russian separatists, ac-

cording to local reports. Five 
people were also injured, they 
said, and blamed Ukrain-
ian shelling.  In the Ukrainian-

controlled part of the Donetsk 
region, the number of civilian 
casualties since the beginning 
of the invasion is at 642, ac-
cording to the authorities. More 
than 1,600 people have been in-
jured there.

In the pro-russian portion, 
according to local statistics, al-
most 760 civilians have been 
killed and more than 2,400 
injured. The figures from both 
sides cannot be independently 
verified.

The United Nations has 
officially registered more 
than 5,200 civilians killed in 
Ukraine so far since the start of 
the war five months ago. The 
number is constantly rising 
because many deaths have not 
yet been officially recorded.

More civilians killed in Ukraine 
after attacks in Donetsk region

dpa
Cottbus, Germany

ForeST fires spurred on by 
extreme dry conditions gained 
ground on Tuesday in Germa-
ny’s eastern states of Branden-
burg and Saxony, as well as 
across the border in the Czech 
republic.

In Brandenburg, a large 
state that encircles Berlin, 
about 8.5 square kilometres of 
forest and meadows - the size 
of almost 1,200 football pitches 
- was on fire.

Near the village of re-
hfeld, in Brandenburg’s elbe-
elster district, 450 emergency 
personnel were battling the 
850-hectare fire. Wind gusts 
of up to 60 kilometres per hour 
were aiding the spread.

“everything rises and falls 
with the weather situation,” 
said district spokesman Tor-
sten Hoffgaard.

Firefighting helicopters 
from the Bundeswehr were 
supporting the fire depart-
ments. a police helicopter 
helped with aerial surveys.

The Brandenburg blaze is 
roughly situated between the 
cities of leipzig and Cottbus.

Parts of the area are con-
taminated with unexploded 
ammunition from World War 
II that is buried in the ground, 
making the situation more pre-
carious and putting the focus 
on aerial fire-fighting efforts.

Ground detonations had 
led to the discovery of new sus-
pected munitions areas that 
had not yet been marked on 
maps, Brandenburg’s Interior 
Minister Michael Stübgen said.

emergency forces cannot 
enter such fire areas and can 
only extinguish them from the 
the air. Stübgen assumed that 
the complete dousing of the 
fire in elbe-elster would take 
weeks.

Wind turbines are lo-
cated in the area. local forest 
fire protection officer Philipp 

Haase said at least one turbine 
is threatened.

“We’re talking about a tree-
top fire - the fire runs from 
crown to crown and finds a lot 
of combustible material like 
needles,” Haase told dpa.

The fire forced 300 resi-
dents of three villages to leave 
their homes on Monday.

Further evacuations are 
not necessary for the time be-
ing and some people can even 
start returning, said the head 
of the administrative staff in 
the elbe-elster district, Dirk 
Gebhard.

another major fire was 
causing concern in the nearby 
state of Saxony.

It was burning Tuesday at 
the mountainous and hard-to-
access Saxon Switzerland Na-
tional Park.

The blaze erupted over the 
weekend across the border in 
the Czech republic, at the Bo-
hemian Switzerland National 

Park. Tourists have been told 
to get out and roads and hiking 
trails have been closed.

on the Czech side, officials 
said there were more than 400 
firefighters battling the flames 
in difficult terrain on Tuesday. 
on the Germany side, the num-
ber was put at 254.

Czech officials put the size 
of their fire area at about 30 
hectares and growing, while 
the German fire brigade has 
not given a number.

In the Czech village of 
Mezna, eight buildings caught 
fire and were burned out com-
pletely. almost all residents of 
the village of Hrensko, which is 
considered the gateway to the 

national park, had to leave their 
homes on Tuesday morning.

In addition, the emergency 
forces evacuated a children’s 
holiday camp with about 100 
participants, official said on 
Tuesday. on Monday, a Boy 
Scout camp with about 60 peo-
ple was also forced to evacuate.

elsewhere in europe, for-
est areas continued to burn, 
including in Greece, where 
the danger of further fires re-
mained high on Tuesday.

a forest fire in the southern 
part of the island of lesbos, 
which was still not under con-
trol on Monday, already de-
stroyed around 1,700 hectares 
of land.

Forest fires rage out of control 
in Germany and Czech Republic

A helicopter drops water in order to extinguish a wildfire near the town of Hrensko, Czech Republic, on Tuesday. (aFP)

dpa
London

BrITISH Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson has been accused 
of having “something to hide” 
over his meeting with ex-KGB 
officer alexander lebedev just 
weeks after the Salisbury Novi-
chok poisoning.

labour deputy leader an-
gela rayner said the Prime Min-
ister’s “mealy-mouthed” state-
ment about the social event, 
which occurred when he was 
foreign secretary, raises more 
questions than it answers.

These include a need to ex-
plain the presence of an “unde-
clared and unidentified guest” 
and whether a private phone 
call with russian foreign minis-
ter Sergei lavrov was arranged.

rayner’s concerns were 

aired after the Prime Minister 
confirmed no officials or secu-
rity staff accompanied him to a 
“private, social occasion” at the 
house of lebedev’s son, evgeny, 
in Italy.

Johnson went on to deny 
the meeting with lebedev senior 
was pre-arranged, adding of the 
april 2018 event: “as far as I am 
aware, no Government business 
was discussed.” His remarks 
came in a letter to the Commons 
liaison Committee in which he 
expanded upon his previous 
admission that he met russian 
oligarch alexander lebedev 
without officials present.

Johnson has been under 
pressure to explain the nature 
of the meeting, which happened 
straight after a Nato summit on 
how to respond to the Kremlin, 
and whether it was properly dis-

closed.
rayner said: “Boris Johnson 

has finally admitted to meet-
ing a former KGB agent while 
Foreign Secretary in the wake 
of an attack on British soil and 
after a crucial Nato summit but 
this mealy-mouthed statement 
raises more questions than it 
answers.

“Keeping the British peo-
ple safe should be a priority of 
Government, but this web of 
murky relationships shows the 
Conservatives cannot be trusted 
with our national security.

“The Prime Minister claims 
the meeting wasn’t pre-ar-
ranged and yet also says offi-
cials had been made aware in 
advance, but he apparently still 
cannot recall whether he dis-
cussed Government business or 
not.

“This letter suggests the 
Prime Minister has something 
to hide. He has failed to answer 
whether a private phone call 
with russian foreign minister 
Sergei lavrov had been ar-
ranged or explain the presence 
of an undeclared and unidenti-

fied guest.
“as foreign secretary, Bo-

ris Johnson’s carelessness with 
words put people in danger. 
every day he clings to office, 
there is new evidence of the risk 
to national security he poses.” 
Mr Johnson’s visit to the party 
in Italy took place weeks after 
members of a russian military 
intelligence squad were believed 
to have smeared a deadly chem-
ical weapon on the door handle 
of former russian spy Sergei 
Skripal in Salisbury, Wiltshire.

Both Skripal and his daugh-
ter, Yulia, were left fighting for 
their lives while a police officer 
also became seriously ill.

Months later, 44-year-old 
Dawn Sturgess died and her 
partner, Charlie rowley, be-
came seriously ill after they also 
came into contact with the sub-

stance.
The scrutiny over Johnson’s 

visit comes amid an investiga-
tion by the Commons Intelli-
gence and Security Committee 
over the appointment to the 
House of lords of evgeny leb-
edev, the owner of the london 
evening Standard and a share-
holder in The Independent.

The appointment has been 
shrouded in controversy after 
The Sunday Times alleged se-
curity services withdrew an as-
sessment that the peerage posed 
a national security risk after the 
Prime Minister intervened.

Johnson, in his update to the 
liaison Committee, confirmed 
his attendance at the event and 
said: “I declared the overnight 
stay in the ministerial returns 
which can be found on gov.uk.

“at this social event, I also 

met evgeny lebedev’s father. 
This was not a formal meeting, 
nor something that was pre-
arranged.

“officials were aware in ad-
vance that I was attending the 
social event. Contrary to some 
reports, my visit was in line with 
established security protocols 
under successive foreign secre-
taries. It would not have been 
normal practice for civil serv-
ants or security staff to have ac-
companied me to such a private, 
social occasion. I did not take 
ministerial papers with me.”

“If a minister meets an ex-
ternal organisation or individual 
and finds themselves discussing 
official business without an of-
ficial present, for example at a 
social occasion, any significant 
content should be passed back to 
the department after the event.”

UK’s opposition probes Johnson’s response on Russia meeting

Boris Johnson (aFP)

World

mosCow russia plans to withdraw from the international 
space station (iss) project after 2024, the new head of the 
russian space agency roscosmos, yuri borisov, said during a 
meeting with russian President vladimir Putin on tuesday.

“of course, we will fulfil all our obligations, but the decision 
to exit the station after 2024 has been made,” said borisov.

His predecessor, dmitry rogozin, had recently repeatedly 
questioned the cooperation with the united states amid politi-
cal tensions between moscow and washington in the wake of 
the war in ukraine.

borisov said that the construction of a russian space 
station should be started by the time of the exit.  Previously, 
rogozin had not ruled out the possibility of uncoupling the 
russian module from the iss and continuing to operate it 
independently.

He also hinted at a possible use of the station for military 
observation. (dpa)

Russia plans to withdraw from Interna-
tional Space Station after 2024

beirut a grain silo burning at beirut port is expected to 
collapse, officials have warned, as a blaze continues to burn 
through through the facility, triggering memories of the massive 
blast that rocked the port in 2020.

the silo has been on fire for the past two weeks, scattering 
tonnes of grain amid hot weather.

the authorities have not stated what caused the blaze.
Lebanon’s environment and Health ministries issued a 

warning to residents living near the port on monday to stay 
indoors and wear masks, saying the silo was expected to 
collapse. smoke continues to rise from the area, reminding 
many of the fire that triggered the explosion of tons of improp-
erly stored ammonium nitrate on august 4, 2020. 

more than 190 were killed and 6,000 more were injured 
in the blast that destroyed large parts of the city and dis-
placed some 300,000 people. experts have said that the si-
los in the area absorbed much of the impact of the blast, 
sparing the city even worse damage. (dpa)

Grain silo under threat as fire spreads 
unchecked in Beirut port

London a retired british geologist is to be released from an 
iraqi prison after his conviction for attempted artefact smug-
gling was quashed, according to his family.

Jim Fitton, 66, was jailed for 15 years after collecting 12 
stones and shards of broken pottery as souvenirs while visit-
ing a site in eridu, in iraq’s south east, as part of an organised 
geology and archaeology tour.

iraqi officials claimed the items could be considered ar-
chaeological pieces as they date back more than 200 years.

but Fitton’s family say they are “over the moon” after 
being told he has now been cleared. son-in-law sam tasker, 
27, from bath, somerset, said in a statement: “For the first 
time since march 20th, Leila, Josh, sarijah and i are smiling 
without irony.

“we were informed this morning that the appeals court has 
decided to quash the verdict of the Felony Court, to fully recog-
nise Jim’s innocence in this case, and to process his immediate 
release from a 15-year prison sentence in baghdad. (dpa)

British geologist convicted of smuggling 
to be freed from Iraq jail

News 
in brief

France to work more closely with 
Cameroon to combat terrorism

dpa
Paris

FraNCe and Cameroon plan 
closer cooperation to counter-
act terrorism in the Chad Ba-
sin, French President emma-
nuel Macron said on Tuesday 
after talks with his counterpart 
Paul Biya in Yaoundé.

The two nations are plan-
ning to expand their coopera-
tion on security and defence, 
particularly concerning train-
ing, Macron said, following a 
request from Cameroon.

The basin is centred on 
lake Chad and includes Cam-
eroon, plus seven other coun-
tries.

The French leader also 
said that russia’s influence in 
african countries was a cause 
for concern, especially for 

the continent of africa itself, 
where Moscow is spreading 
significant amounts of disin-
formation.

russia’s Wagner group, 

a network of mercenaries, is 
also active in the region, ac-
cording to Macron, who said 
events in Mali and the Central 
african republic are highly 
disturbing.

He said the militia’s pres-
ence was not a case of coop-
eration in its traditional sense, 
but that Moscow is using Wag-
ner to support weaker political 
powers and illegitimate juntas, 
furnishing them with security 
in exchange for raw materials 
and russian influence.

Macron’s comments came 
during a tour of West africa, 
with further stops planned in 
Benin and Guinea-Bissau.

His agenda also includes 
the current supply situation, 
amid fears of a looming hun-
ger crisis exacerbated by the 
war in Ukraine.

A man stands in the middle of the rubble of a school hit by rockets in 
Donetsk region on Monday. (aFP)
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Destruction
in brandenburg, a large 
state that encircles berlin, 
about 8.5 square 
kilometres of forest and 
meadows - the size of 
almost 1,200 football 
pitches - was on fire

France’s President Emmanuel 
Macron (aFP)
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Japan has executed a 39-year-old 
man who killed seven people in To-
kyo in 2008 during a stabbing ram-
page.

Tomohiro Kato committed one 
of the most shocking mass murders 
in the country’s recent history.

He was 25 when he drove a truck 
into a lunch-time crowd of pedestri-
ans at akihabara shopping district, 
killing three people.

He then stabbed passers-by with 
a dagger, killing four and wounding 
eight.

He was apprehended by police 
at the scene and later admitted his 
crimes in his trial, saying he had 

been angered by online bullying.
The crime sparked much debate 

in Japanese society at the time over 
random killings, online influence 
and the failures in mental health 
support for young people. Laws on 
knife ownership were also tightened 
in response.

On Tuesday, eight years after 
Kato was sentenced to death, the 
government confirmed it had or-
dered his execution.

“The case has been fully tried in 
the courts and the courts’ final con-
clusion was the death sentence... I 
have taken the greatest care possi-
ble in considering this case,” Justice 
Minister Yoshihisa Furukawa said 
at a press conference.

people attend injured victims 
lying on the road after they stabbed 
in the attack at Tokyo’s akihabara 
electronics shops district on June 8, 
2008 Kato was hanged in the Tokyo 
Detention Centre. 

He lost his challenge to com-
mute the sentence in Japan’s top 
court in 2015.

Kato told police at the time of 
his arrest: “I came to akihabara to 
kill people. It didn’t matter who I’d 
kill.” Kato was born into a wealthy 
family and graduated from a top 
high school. 

But he failed his university 
entrance exams and struggled to 
maintain steady employment after-
wards.

Japan executes Akihabara mass murderer

News 
in brief

Austrian government set to lift  
coronavirus self-isolation requirement

Vienna: The austrian government is set to shortly announce 
the lifting of quarantine requirements for people infected with 
the coronavirus, the country’s aPa news agency reported.

a decree authorizing the changes will reportedly be pre-
sented to the public later on Tuesday. according to the new 
rules, anyone who does not feel ill can leave the house even 
after a positive test, but is still subject to some restrictions. 
These include a requirement to wear an FFP2 mask, unless the 
infected person is outdoors and at a distance of 2 metres from 
other people.  

in addition, they will be banned from visiting hospitals, 
nursing homes, facilities for the disabled and health resorts. 
austria’s health minister, Johannes Rauch, and the minister of 
labour, Martin Kocher, plan to officially present their “variant 
management plan” at a press conference, aPa reported. (dpa)

At least two children dead, eight 
wounded in Afghanistan explosion
islaMabad: at least two children were killed in an explosion in 
southern afghanistan, a local official said on Tuesday.

another eight children were wounded in the blast in Zabul 
province, the head of the information and culture department 
in the province, sharafat Wayar, told dpa. apparently, the 
children were playing with an unexploded mortar shell when 
the tragedy struck, a witness said in a video shared by the 
Taliban official.  a doctor in the regional hospital said two chil-
dren were in critical condition and two had died before being 
admitted. six others were also being treated at the hospital. 
Unexploded ordnance left from decades of war often causes 
casualties among children in afghanistan. last Wednesday, the 
United nations said it has recorded 2,106 civilian casualties in 
the war-ravaged country in the past 10 months. (dpa)

Italian police arrest 12 people in 
anti-Mafia operation

beRlin: Police in southern italy have arrested 12 people in an 
operation targeting members of the Mafia. among the arrested 
were entrepreneurs and suspected members of the notorious 
‘ndrangheta organization from Calabria, the italian financial po-
lice announced on Tuesday. eight of them were detained, while 
four were placed under house arrest. Twenty-seven companies 
and 31 properties with a total value of ?32 million ($32.71 
million) were seized. among the companies, one was based in 
slovenia and one in Romania. The entrepreneurs are said to 
have worked closely with the Mafia members in the construc-
tion industry and in food wholesaling, among other things. 
The operation, called “Planning,” was preceded by two years 
of investigation and involved the anti-Mafia police dia and the 
financial police in the Calabria region. (dpa)

dpA 
neW delhi

aT least 29 people have died 
after consuming toxic liquor 
in India’s western state of Gu-
jarat, police said on Tuesday.

The victims were mostly 
villagers from the Botad dis-
trict, officials at the police 
control room said.

preliminary laboratory 
tests indicated that chemicals 
including methanol were pre-
sent in the liquor mix, region-
al police official ashok Kumar 
Yadav said.

Three people have been 
arrested so far and investiga-
tions are underway. a large 
amount of suspected spuri-
ous alcohol has been seized in 
raids.

The tragedy first came 
to light when villagers who 
consumed the liquor on Sun-
day night were admitted into 
hospitals in the area early on 
Monday. There are at least 30 
people in serious conditions 
being treated, nDTV news 
channel reported.

Manufacture, consump-

tion and sale of alcohol is 
banned in Gujarat, prime 
Minister narendra Modi’s 

home state. There are some 
government-authorized liq-
uor shops from where resi-

dents with special health per-
mits and foreigners can buy 
alcohol.

This is the second major 
incident where spurious liq-
uor has caused large number 
of deaths in the past year. 
More than 30 people died in 
eastern state of Bihar in no-
vember.

In Bihar there is also an 
alcohol ban, which some crit-
ics say encourages peddling of 
illegal and often tainted alco-
hol that is brewed without any 
regulation.

The illegal liquor trade 
thrives in India because it 
is much cheaper than com-
mercially produced alcohol. 
Hundreds of people, mostly 
the poor, die every year after 
consuming such toxic alcohol.

Toxic liquor kills 29  
in India’s Gujarat state
Manufacture, consumption and sale of alcohol is banned in Gujarat, Prime Minister Modi’s home state

dpA 
MasKWaCis, albeRTa

In a speech in alberta on Monday, 
pope Francis asked Canada’s First 
nations, Métis and Inuit people for 
forgiveness for the crimes committed 
against their children over decades 
in a network of Catholic Church-run 
boarding schools.

Members of the Catholic Church 
and other religious orders had par-
ticipated in “projects of cultural 
destruction and forced assimila-
tion,” the pontiff said in the town of 
Maskwacis near Edmonton.

The pope asked for forgiveness 
several times in his speech. The 
policy of assimilation and disenfran-
chisement had been “devastating” 
and “catastrophic” for the Indig-
enous communities, he said.

“I ask forgiveness especially for 
the way in which many members of 
the church and religious communi-
ties collaborated, including through 
indifference, in the projects of cultur-
al destruction and forced assimila-
tion by the governments of the time,” 
Francis said.

at the end of his speech, which 
was also attended by Canadian prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, the pope 
was presented with a traditional in-
digenous feather headdress.

almost 2,000 survivors of the 

schools travelled from all over the 
country to listen to the pope’s speech, 
during which they repeatedly ap-
plauded. 

The network of boarding schools, 
created by the state and run by the 
church, was intended to adapt the 
children to Christian society. In real-
ity, however, violence, sexual abuse, 
hunger and disease were a daily real-
ity, and hundreds of children died in 
the institutions.

Starting in the 1880s, an estimat-
ed 150,000 indigenous children were 
taken from their families and placed 
in the boarding schools, with the last 

ones closing only in 1996.
The discovery of hundreds of un-

marked children’s graves on board-
ing school grounds in May last year 
caused a scandal around the world 
- although the disappearances of 
Indigenous children had been dis-
cussed in Canada for years.

In 2015, a government-appoint-
ed commission described the crimes 
of the boarding school staff as “cul-
tural genocide”. Survivors are now 
demanding compensation from the 
church as well as access to its ar-
chives, where documents related to 
the boarding schools are kept.

Pope asks Canada’s indigenous 
people for forgiveness over abuse

Pope Francis (left) wears a headdress presented to him by Indigenous leaders at 
Muskwa Park in Maskwacis, Alberta, Canada, on Monday. (aFP)

A man is shifted on a stretcher upon arriving in an ambulance at the civil hospital in Ahmedabad, India on 
Tuesday. (aFP)

The tragedy first came to 
light when villagers who 
consumed the liquor on 
Sunday night were admit-
ted into hospitals in the 
area early on Monday. 
There are at least 30 peo-
ple in serious conditions 
being treated, NDTV news 
channel reported

Iran collects and seals IAEA cameras at nuclear facilities
dpA 

TehRan 

Iran has collected and sealed 
cameras used to monitor its nu-
clear programme, the Fars news 
agency reported on Tuesday, 
citing the atomic Energy Or-

ganization of Iran (aEOI). On 
Monday, Iran’s nuclear chief 
Mohammed Eslami stressed 
that the International atomic 
Energy agency (IaEa) cam-
eras, which were switched off 
a few weeks ago, would not be 
reactivated until a new nuclear 

deal is concluded. Iran turned 
off 27 surveillance cameras at 
several nuclear facilities early in 
June in response to a resolution 
from the IaEa board of gover-
nors demanding Iran cooperate 
with Un inspectors looking into 
undeclared nuclear sites.

The IaEa has warned sever-
al times that Iran needed only a 
few more weeks to produce raw 
material for a nuclear bomb, 
while Tehran repeatedly stress-
es that it will only use nuclear 
technology for peaceful purpos-
es.  The diplomatic efforts to re-

vive the 2015 nuclear deal aim to 
curb Iran’s nuclear programme 
have been stalled since March. 

The main issue is report-
edly the status of the Islamic 
revolutionary Guard Corps, 
which the United States classi-
fies as a terrorist organization.
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Lisa L Lewis

C
ALIFORNIA achieved a first: 
implementing a statewide 
law setting limits on the ear-
liest school start times for 
adolescents.

As of July 1, the law requires 
start times of 8:30 a.m. or later at 
public high schools and 8 a.m. or 
later for middle schools, based on 
policy recommendations called for 
in 2014 by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and subsequently en-
dorsed by other major medical and 
public health organizations. And 
for good reason: Research shows 
that when schools start later in the 
morning, students get more sleep.

California’s law is a real victory, 
considering that sleep deprivation 
is the norm for far too many teens 
— a situation with worrying impli-
cations across the board, but espe-
cially for the growing crisis of youth 
mental health.

Although teens should get eight 
to 10 hours of sleep a night, govern-
ment data show that only about 1 
in 5 high-schoolers meets even the 
minimum of that range. This chron-
ic sleep loss exacerbates depression, 
anxiety and even suicidality, which 
is why later school start times were 
one of the recommendations in the 
U.S. surgeon general’s December 
advisory on youth mental health.

Findings released in April by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention underscore the ur-
gency of the situation: Among high-
schoolers surveyed during the first 
half of 2021, 44% said they’d had 
“persistent feelings of sadness or 
hopelessness” during the past year, 
and 20% had seriously contem-
plated suicide. Hospital emergency 
rooms have seen an influx of kids 
and teens in psychiatric crisis.

Addressing the situation re-
quires a multipronged approach 
that includes focusing on the cru-
cial role of sleep. Sleep deprivation 
ramps up adolescents’ tendency 
toward impulsivity and impaired 
judgment (which are already more 
pronounced compared to adults). 
And research indicates that sleep 
deprivation and suicidality have 
a dose-response relationship: As 
teens’ sleep loss grows, their risk 
for suicidal thoughts and attempts 
increases.

“You can’t talk about teen sui-
cide without looking at underlying 
mental health and sleep,” says Dr. 
Maida Chen, director of the Sleep 
Center at Seattle Children’s Hos-
pital. Most teens who are suicidal 
usually have some degree of mood 
disorders such as anxiety or depres-
sion, she says, which can be wors-
ened by poor sleep and further es-
calate a vicious cycle between sleep 
loss, mental health and suicidality.

Regardless of what triggers their 
mental health issues, once teens 
“get into that cycle, sleep is further 
impaired,” Chen says. “Treating the 
mood disorder won’t be as benefi-
cial unless you address the sleep as 
part of it.”

All of this evidence points to 
sleep as a critical piece of improv-
ing adolescent health. As Chen 
explains, “behavioral and lifestyle 
modifications, without medications 
or intensive therapy” can optimize 
sleep for all teens, including those 
struggling with suicidal thoughts 
and attempts.

In addition to their effective-
ness, sleep interventions offer a 
relatively quick response to the teen 
mental health crisis. While there 
is urgent need for more access to 
mental health services, meeting 
that need will take time. California 
established its Children and Youth 
Behavioral Health Initiative in 2021 
to direct $4.4 billion to this issue 

— but it has a five-year timeline. A 
bill introduced in the state Senate to 
help recruit 10,000 mental health 
clinicians to treat young people, 
backed by California Supt. of Public 
Instruction Tony Thurmond, has 
yet to pass and would take several 
years to yield results.

In the meantime we can — and 
should — provide chronically sleep-
deprived teens with the opportunity 
to attain enough sleep.

Moving school start times is 
one step. California’s law, which 
has limited exceptions, will benefit 
students whose schools previously 
started far earlier than what’s rec-
ommended (as early as 7 a.m. in 
some cases). New York and New 
Jersey are already considering simi-
lar bills. Other states should speed-
ily pursue these legal guardrails 
to ensure healthy start times as a 
proven way to tackle the epidemic 
of teen sleep deprivation.

School districts can pursue 
this change on their own, but not 
enough have done so. (The most 
recent national data shows an aver-
age high school start time of 8 a.m.) 
Those that have pushed back start 
times have seen positive results. 
Later starts are associated with 
a sustained increase in sleep and 
— alongside other improvements 
such as increased graduation rates 
— mental health benefits. Studies 
show that students who get more 

sleep are less likely to report that 
they have recently felt sad or hope-
less or have recently contemplated 
or attempted suicide.

Other needed changes will re-
quire a shift in thinking, such as 
dialing down the pressure cooker 
environment of high school. For 
many teens, the hours spent in 
school are just a small portion of 
their days: Adding homework, ex-
tracurriculars and jobs, there sim-
ply isn’t a window left for eight to 
10 hours of sleep. Teens end up 
skimping on sleep to fit everything 
in, but it’s a counterproductive ap-
proach. The California State Parent 
Teacher Association has endorsed 
schools lowering their homework 
loads (a stance since adopted by the 
national PTA). Meanwhile, families 
can pare down their teens’ extracur-
ricular commitments where feasible 
— and, ideally, with encouragement 
from schools.

Even more broadly, though, it’s 
time for greater cultural awareness 
of the value of sleep. Chronic sleep 
deprivation shouldn’t be a fact of 
adolescent life. With so much at 
stake for young people, especially 
now, it’s time to make sleep a prior-
ity rather than an afterthought. 

(Lisa L Lewis is the author 
of “Sleep-deprived teens: why 
our teens are so tired, and 
how parents and schools can 
help them move on.)
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Gen Z Thinks ‘The Money Will Come Back.’ Will It?
erin Lowry

O
UR current crop of 20-somethings 
— the majority of whom are Genera-
tion Z — have apparently caught on 
to the time-honored tradition of “liv-
ing it up” while young and not wor-

rying about money.
A social-media trend that’s recently tak-

en over TikTok features people sharing vid-
eo or photos from traveling abroad with the 
overlaying text: “I’ll make my money back, 
but I’ll never …” The blank at the end goes 
something like “… be 20 and swimming on 
a secluded beach in Albania again.”

This sentiment seems to creep up on 
every generation. (In 2015, it took the 
form of a viral article, “If You Have Sav-
ings in Your 20s, You’re Doing Something 
Wrong.”) The problem is, it’s misguided.

It is a myth that you have only two choic-
es about money in your 20s — that you’re 
either completely locked down, frugal and 
saving for your future, or you’re YOLO-ing 
your way through life, racking up priceless 
experiences (and probably debt) and plan-
ning to become more financially prudent 
later on.

In reality, you can save for your future 
and be swimming in the waters of Albania 
or eating pie on a train through the Swiss 

Alps. (Or, depending on your particular fi-
nancial situation, your “YOLO-ing” may be 
more cost-effective.) You just have to think 
strategically about your money and your 
ambitions — i.e., set goals and stick to a 
budget that will allow you to meet them.

Taking stock of your cash flow and cre-
ating a spending plan can help you avoid 
volatile financial swings between always 
splurging or always saving. Instead, you 
can set yourself up for a life of stability and 
choice.

One important truth of the TikTok trend 
is “I’ll make the money back.” It’s true that 
many people will see raises and promo-
tions over the course of their careers. But 
it’s also worth remembering that life doesn’t 
tend to get less expensive as you age. Your 
expenses usually grow, too — your future 
self might want to buy a home, rescue a few 
dogs, have a wedding, take lavish trips, buy 
nicer clothes and food, have a child or two, 
maybe take a sabbatical from work. And it 
becomes more likely that you’ll experience 
a health crisis or need to financially support 
a loved one.

Overspending early in life can set a prec-
edent that you won’t necessarily be able to 
maintain without financially harming your-
self in the future.

Take one example: having children. 

A favorite line from one of my husband’s 
coworkers, who is married, child-free and 
in his 50s, is: If you don’t have kids, your 
30s are your 20s, but with money. Expand-
ing a family is a huge expense, especially in 
the US, which has seen an increase in the 
maternal mortality rate, offers no man-
dated paid leave after childbirth, and offers 
heinously expensive child-care options for 
working parents.

This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t be 
living it up in your 20s. You can still go on 
adventures and live a full life while working 
to build a strong financial base. That just 
might mean making day-to-day financial 
choices that allow you to set money aside for 
your future goals or opting for a cost-effec-

tive version of your dream today instead of 
the all-out luxury one that will strain your 
savings.

The key is to be intentional. If you want 
the freedom to take a two-week vacation to 
the No. 1 destination on your bucket list, put 
money aside for it. That should be part of 
your spending plan (aka budget). If you’re 
able to, set money aside each month for a 
trip on top of also putting money toward 
repaying any debt, building an emergency 
savings fund and investing in a retirement 
plan.

Here’s how this works in practice: Start 
with a list of your necessary monthly costs 
(rent, utilities, transportation, groceries, 
dog food, student loan payments, etc.). 
Write down your monthly net income and 
subtract your monthly costs. You should be 
contributing to your retirement plan before 
money hits your checking account, so it 
checks one item off the to-do list already. In 
an ideal situation, your income is more than 
your necessary expenses.

Assuming a surplus, you can decide ex-
actly where you want to direct that money 
each month after hitting your baseline 
needs. This can include saving up for your 
next adventure and a line-item in your 
budget for dinners out or seeing shows. It 
can include whatever you want it to — but 

the point is to stay within your means.
Will you be able to do absolutely every-

thing or buy whatever you want all the time? 
No. But keeping track can help you set pri-
orities and make sacrifices that you won’t 
regret later.

Such planning allowed me to travel in-
ternationally in my 20s while also saving 
and investing and helping my husband pay 
off student loans. It also helped that I had 
side hustles the entire time and directed that 
income toward my “fun goals.” There’s no 
need to delay “the money will come back.”

It’s easy to fixate on the binary of frugali-
ty vs. living it up. But it’s far more rewarding 
to discern what you actually find important. 
We are constantly bombarded with messag-
ing about what we should value and strive 
for, but much of it is marketing and social 
pressure. (Does swimming on a secluded 
beach in Albania even sound appealing to 
you? Maybe travel isn’t your thing and you’d 
rather put more money toward a hobby.) 
Focusing on your values will illuminate how 
you should be spending, saving and invest-
ing your money. Say no to what you don’t 
want, and budget in what’s important.

The future isn’t promised, so yes, please 
create some memories and live life as you 
go. But financially hedge your bets, just in 
case you do live to a ripe old age.

“DON’T tell me what you value. 
Show me your budget, and 
I’ll tell you what you value.” 

–Joe Biden
If Biden looked at the budgets 

of about half of older Americans, 
he could tell that they value simply 
hanging on.

Data from University of Massa-
chusetts-Boston shows that more 
than half of older women in the US 
don’t have enough income to afford 
essential expenses, according to 
The Hill.

UMass Boston’s Elder Index re-
veals that more than half of older 
women who live alone are classi-
fied as poor under federal poverty 
standards, while 45% of men are 
in the same financial shape. The 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ average poverty guideline 
for 2021 is $12,880 per year for a 
single American.

We can thank COVID-19 for 
some of this — the pandemic re-
sulted in the highest unemployment 
rates seen for persons aged 55 and 
older in nearly half a century.

House lawmakers recently 
pushed for Joe Biden to declare 
climate change a national emer-
gency, but if there’s something that 
deserves that kind of all-hands-on-
deck action, it’s that half of older 
Americans who live alone are trying 
to live on about $12,880 a year.

Amid soaring inflation.
Biden and the Democrats have 

a lot on their plate, agenda-wise. 
They’ve all bellied up to the progres-
sive issue buffet, and student loan 
forgiveness was a hot item (Biden 
mulling $10,000 per borrower, the 
far left-leaners calling for $50,000 
per borrower to be erased.)

Student loan payments have 
been on pause for over two years 
due to the pandemic, but the final 
extension of this suspension is set 
to end Aug. 31, as Forbes reported.

That’s also Biden’s self-imposed 

deadline for deciding whether to 
forgive student loan debt, and by 
how much. Biden told reporters he 
would decide on broad student loan 
cancellation “by the end of August.”

The premise to canceling stu-
dent loan debt is simple: The 
amounts owed are enormous, the 
debt load stifling, and having to 
pay it back means putting other 
purchases like a home on the back 
burner for years.

It’s all about letting people 
off the hook for their decisions so 
they can have an easier future. The 
cost to taxpayers, should Biden go 
the $10,000 per borrower route, 
is $373 billion, according to the 
Brookings Institution.

Helping seniors in poverty be-
longs higher up on the agenda tri-
age. People who’ve labored for 
decades with nothing but Social 
Security to rely on aren’t looking 
for an easy way to escape respon-
sibilities. Many lost jobs during the 
pandemic and haven’t been able to 
recover, or have had nest eggs de-
pleted by medical bills. A lifetime 
of retail or service industry wages 
doesn’t set a worker up for a lush 
Social Security check.

Aging shouldn’t be a ticket to 
poverty.

Congress has its share of senior 
members, but they have health care, 
six-figure salaries and are likely not 
choosing between paying the light 
bill or buying enough food to eat.

As the Brookings Institution 
reported, the median income of 
households with student loans is 
$76,400, and 7% are below the 
poverty line. Among those making 
payment on their loans (and who 
would have an immediate cash flow 
benefit from forgiveness), the me-
dian income is $86,500, and 4% are 
in poverty.

Biden — show us who you’re lift-
ing out of poverty, and we’ll tell you 
what you value.

Elderly Poor 
Should Top College 

Students For Aid
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE GCC’S American 
Chambers of Commerce 
(AmCham) officially signed 
an MoU amongst them-
selves that signifies unity 
across borders in upcoming 
events and collaborations.

AmCham strives to dis-
cuss and pursue common 
commercial interests and 
maintain relations with 
commerce and other com-
mercial organisations. Am-
Cham Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, 
Bahrain, Dubai, Oman and 
Qatar are committed to 
coming together and host-
ing events and initiatives 
as a consortium within 

the GCC, for the purpose 
of ensuring collaboration 
and building strong rela-

tionships amongst their  
members.

After two years of coun-

trywide shutdowns due to 
the 2020 pandemic, there 
is no better time for this an-

nouncement. Mere months 
before the FIFA World Cup, 
AmChams across the GCC 
continue supporting their 
members by hosting events 
and initiatives together for 
the benefit of their members 
and friends.

If you are not a member 
of your local AmCham, it 
is not too late to take part 
in these upcoming awe-in-
spiring events. Contact your 
local American Chamber of 
Commerce today.

“We’re extremely excited 
to see all GCC AmChams 
come together as a family to 
develop strong relationships 
and build bridges,” Brooke 
Holland, Executive Director 
of AmCham Qatar said.

GCC AmChams sign deal to strengthen ties

Officials of GCC AmChams in a meeting recently.

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON 

THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has lowered its 
growth forecast for the global 
economy for the second time 
this year, due to Russia’s war 
in Ukraine that has exacerbat-
ed inflationary pressures and 
derailed the momentum of the 
recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic and a slowdown in 
China.

The IMF now projects 
global growth at 3.2 percent 
in 2022 and 2.9 
percent in 2023, 
revising it down 
0.4 and 0.7 per-
centage points 
from its April 
forecast, respec-
tively. This com-
pares with a 6.1 
percent expan-
sion last year.

The fund 
warned if further 
risks materialise 
and inflation ris-
es further, global 
growth could 
decline to about 
2.6 percent and 
2 percent in 
2022 and 2023, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
which would put 
growth in the bottom 10 per-
cent of outcomes since 1970.

“The global economy ... is 
facing an increasingly gloomy 
and uncertain outlook,” said 
Pierre Olivier Gourinchas, the 
IMF’s chief economist.

The revision largely reflects 
the global spillover of Russia’s 
military offensive in Ukraine 
and the slashing of growth 
forecasts for advanced econo-
mies and China by more than 
half, all of which weighed on 
the outlook.

A four-decade high infla-
tion in the US, the world’s larg-
est economy, as well as the UK 
and a similar trajectory in ma-
jor European economies has 
led to central banks increasing 
interest rates.

A slowdown in China’s 
economy has added to global 
supply chain disruptions and 
crimped global growth. The 
world’s second largest econ-
omy grew at the slowest pace 
since the initial coronavirus 
outbreak in 2020 in the sec-
ond quarter of this year, due to 

renewed COVID-19 outbreaks 
and the country’s zero-Covid 
approach that led to fresh lock-
downs.

The confluence of all these 
elements led to global out-
put contracting in the second 
quarter of this year.

Advanced economies are 
now set to grow 2.5 percent 
this year, compared with an 
earlier 3.3 percent estimate 
and after expanding 5.2 per 
cent in 2021. The US, the big-
gest of the group, is forecast to 
expand 2.3 percent instead of a 

previous 3.7 per 
cent estimate 
and down from 
5.7 per cent last 
year.

Rising con-
sumer prices 
forced the US 
Federal Reserve 
last month to 
raise its policy 
rate by a larger-
than-expected 
0.75 percentage 
point, its big-
gest rate rise 
since 1994. The 
central bank is 
expected to raise 
rates again on 
Wednesday, as 
it aims to bring 
inflation down 

towards its target range of 2 
percent. Inflation in the US hit 
9.1 percent in June, the highest 
level since 1981.

The Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia are forecast to grow 
4.8 per cent after expanding 
5.8 percent in 2021. Saudi Ara-
bia, the Arab world’s largest 
economy, is forecast to grow 
7.6 percent after expanding 3.2 
per cent last year.

Germany, Europe’s larg-
est economy, is set to grow to 
1.2 per cent this year and slow 
down to 0.8 per cent in 2023, 
after it expanded 2.9 per cent 
in 2021. France, the euro ar-
ea’s second-largest economy, 
is forecast to grow 2.3 percent 
this year with output estimated 
at 1 percent in 2023, after a 6.8 
percent expansion in 2021.

Emerging market and de-
veloping economies are now 
projected to grow 3.6 per cent 
this year, down from 6.8 per 
cent in 2021, with China’s out-
put slowing to 3.3 per cent af-
ter an 8.1 per cent expansion 
last year.

IMF cuts global 
growth forecast on 
‘gloomy’ outlook 
of Ukraine war, 
China slowdown

Mid East 
outlook

4.8%
The Middle East and 
Central Asia are fore-
cast to grow 4.8 per 
cent after expanding 
5.8 percent in 2021. 
Saudi Arabia, the 
Arab world’s largest 
economy, is forecast 
to grow 7.6 percent 
after expanding 3.2 
percent last year.

GWC posts net profit of 
QR114.8 mn in H1 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

GULF Warehousing Company (GWC), 
Qatar’s leading logistics and supply 
chain solutions provider, on Tuesday 
announced that the company reported a 
net profit of QR114.8 million in the first 
six months of 2022.

The company achieved total rev-
enues of QR719 million for the same 
period, while earnings per share (eps) 
stood at QR0.20 for the six months pe-
riod ending on June 30, 2022.

In a statement issued on the occa-
sion, GWC Chairman Sheikh Abdulla 
bin Fahad bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Tha-
ni said, “The year 2022 has started on a 
solid footing and with the much-awaited 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 TM ap-
proaching, GWC is geared up to offer un-
paralleled logistics services and redefine 
global industry benchmarks.”

GWC Group CEO Ranjeev Menon 
remarked that client satisfaction and 
loyalty will always remain their top pri-
ority, and GWC will continue to strive to 
offer the best, most innovative and cost-
effective services to its customers.

“GWC takes pride in setting industry 
standards, not only in Qatar but also in 
the regional logistics arena. We not only 
believe in giving our best to our clients 
but also in giving back to the community 
and playing a role in the nation’s socio-
economic development,” he said.

To showcase the hard work and 
planning that goes into providing logis-
tics services spanning various sectors in-
cluding cold chain, oil and gas, pharma-
ceuticals, fine art, and mega events such 
as the FIFA World Cup TM, GWC has 

partnered with CNN International Com-
mercial on a multi-platform campaign 
across Europe, the Middle East and Af-
rica (EMEA) titled ‘Life, Delivered’.

The company was also awarded by 

the Ministry of Labour, for its continu-
ous focus on safeguarding the health 
and safety of its employees, at the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Confer-
ence held earlier in May.

In June 2022, GWC signed an agree-
ment with Ponticelli Freres Group, for 
handling the freight forwarding, cus-
toms brokerage and transport for Ponti-
celli in Qatar for a period of three years.

EU considers Gazprom supply
reduction proof of need to                  
limit dependency on Russia

GWC Chairman Sheikh Abdulla bin Fahad 
bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani 

GWC Group CEO Ranjeev Menon GWC is Qatar’s leading logistics and supply chain solutions provider. 

To showcase the hard work and planning that goes into providing logistics services spanning various sectors and mega events such as the FIFA World Cup, GWC has partnered with 
CNN International Commercial on a multi-platform campaign across Europe, the Middle East and Africa.
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THE Czech Minister of Trade 
and Industry Jozef Sikela, 
whose country currently holds 
the rotating presidency of the 
Council of the European Un-
ion, considered that the reduc-
tion in Russian gas supplies 
announced by Gazprom En-
ergy on Monday is yet a new 
proof that Europe must reduce 
its dependence on Russian 
supplies as soon as possible.

In his statement on Tues-
day, ahead of a meeting with 
his counterparts of the 27 
member states in Brussels, to 
agree on a plan to reduce gas 
consumption in the bloc, Sike-

la said that unity and solidarity 
are the two best weapons they 
have against Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, express-
ing his confidence that the bloc 
will showcase that today.

For her part EU Energy 
Commissioner Kadri Simson 
said that the Russian gas giant 
Gazprom’s announcement that 
it would cut more deliveries to 
Europe this week was “politi-
cally motivated,” rejecting the 
company’s claim that it had 
cut supplies because it needed 
to shut down the turbines.

Gazprom had announced 
that it would reduce gas sup-
plies to Europe via the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline to 33 million 
cubic meters per day.
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Spain passes bill to help 
legalize foreign workers

Agencies

Spain on Tuesday eased re-
quirements for foreign labor-
ers without legal documents 
in an effort to bring thousands 
of workers into the official la-
bor force and regulate jobs in 
understaffed sectors including 
the hospitality and farming in-
dustries.

The government decree 
reforms an existing immigra-
tion law and makes it easier 
for Spanish employers to hire 
workers from their home 
country. it also eases work 
permit requirements for work-
ers already settled in Spain.

The Migration Ministry ac-
knowledged that previous pro-
cedures were “often slow and 
inadequate”, leading to high 
social and economic costs for 
the country.

There are an estimated 
500,000 people working in 
Spain’s underground economy.

“These measures will pro-
vide us with better tools to 
tackle the challenges posed 
by migration,” Social Security 
and Migration Minister José 

Luis Escrivá said at a press 
conference following the gov-
ernment cabinet meeting that 
approved the bill.

Foreign workers who have 
lived in the country for two 
years or more can seek tempo-
rary residency papers by en-
rolling in training courses for 
jobs in high-demand sectors.

international students 
will be able to start work in 
Spain at the end of their stud-
ies instead of waiting for three 
years. Foreign students will be 
also allowed to work up to 30 
hours a week while studying. 
Foreigners who can show they 
have been in Spain for at least 
two years and have worked 
without papers for at least six 
months can also seek work 
permits.

Escrivá said the ministry 
will update a list of job areas 
needing workers to provide a 
more exact picture of the labor 
market. Sectors like hospital-
ity and agriculture are tradi-
tionally understaffed in Spain 
and businesses often resort 
to migrant laborers without 
documents.

cAtherine W gichuki
Doha

QaTar’S trade with South 
africa almost doubled to 
Qr1.184 billion (5.4 billion 
rands) in 2021 from Qr631.5 
million (2.9 billion rands) in 
2020, with high-quality hu-
man consumables dominat-
ing South african exports and 
chemicals and minerals form-
ing the bulk of Qatari exports.

Speaking to Qatar Trib-
une, the South african am-
bassador to Qatar HE Ghulam 
Hoosein asmal said, “South 
africa is a land that many have 
called one of the most beauti-
ful places on earth where one 
can experience the rhythmic 
pulse of africa intertwined 
with the western influences 
of the past. a place where the 
soul of a country comes from 
the hearts and minds of its 
people, where hope and joy 
has been spawned by the pur-
suit of freedom and equality, 
where the rolling hills, tower-
ing mountains and fertile val-
leys give way to vibrant and 
dynamic cities, and where the 
wildest of experiences can be 
enjoyed by the most sophisti-
cated of palates.”

The country remains one of 
the preferred investment des-
tinations in africa and is also 
an important gateway for mar-
kets and other business oppor-
tunities throughout the conti-
nent. The economy boasts an 
extensive and modern infra-
structure network, which is 
being expanded further as a 
large investment programme 
is rolled out by the public sec-
tor in collaboration with the 
private sector. Together with 
various other forms of indus-
trial support from the South 
african government and other 
public sector institutions, this 
provides an attractive pull fac-

tor for investors. 
ambassador asmal opined 

that the anticipated recov-
ery in global growth over the 
medium-term augurs well for 
South africa’s very open econ-
omy, with significant positive 
ramifications for long-term 
investment prospects across a 
wide variety of sectors. 

The Sa economy has be-
come increasingly diversified 
over the years, thereby reduc-
ing its sectoral concentration 
risks, particularly in mining.  
From a sectoral perspective 
and the most developed and 
technologically advanced 
economy on the african conti-
nent  with a GDp of  Zar 5.52 
trillion economy (USD 335.4 
billion*)  it is the 33rd largest 
in the world and represents 
circa 14% of the african conti-
nent’s overall GDp

The private sector ac-
counted for 71% of overall 
fixed investment expenditure, 
on average, over the past 3 
years. Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDi) inflows have in-
creased substantially since the 
onset of democracy, with FDi 
stock representing 36.3% of 
GDp in 2019, as compared to 
6.6% in 1994. 

Exports of goods and ser-
vices represented 27.8% of 
GDp in 2020, illustrating the 
importance of external mar-
kets for the economy at large 
and specific sectors. 

Mining has the highest ex-
port propensity (67%) of all 
sectors of the economy.  Fa-
vourable weather conditions 
have supported robust output 
levels across the agriculture 
sector, contributing too much 
increased exports of several 
products, including citrus 
fruits, grapes, apples, & pears, 
as well as maize. 

Motor vehicles are the 
largest manufactured export 

product category, destined 
mainly for the Eurozone, the 
UK & the USa.

African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA)

ambassador asmal was 
exuberant about the african 
Continental Free Trade area 
(afCFTa) that was established 
in 2018 and will be a “game 
changer in both africa and the 
global economy “. it will have a 
combined consumer and busi-
ness spending of $6.7 trillion 
by 2030 and $16.12 trillion by 
2050, creating a unique op-
portunity for people and busi-
nesses.

The afCFTa aims to re-
duce tariffs among members 
and covers policy areas such 
as trade facilitation and ser-
vices, as well as regulatory 
measures such as sanitary 
standards and technical barri-
ers to trade.

The ambassador pointed 
out that The african Continen-
tal Free Trade area opens nu-
merous opportunities for the 
development of export mar-
kets, national industrial bases, 
and regional value chains.

South africa’s strategic 
position within the afCFTa 
placed it in good stead to ben-
efit from opportunities pre-
sented by afCFTa. The access 
to quality infrastructure and 
connections to global supply 
networks are additional at-
tractions. 

The african continent is 
blessed with abundant re-
source endowments, with sev-
eral economies likely to play a 
critical role in the global tran-
sition to a greener future. 

The fast-progressing im-
plementation of the afCFTa 
agreement will, over time, 
open a multitude of new trade 
and investment opportuni-
ties across several sectors and 
enabling services. Through 
South africa’s participation 
in afCFTa, it has preferential 
access to african markets and 
a deep understanding of busi-

ness conditions on the conti-
nent.

South africa is an attrac-
tive location for foreign inves-
tors requiring access to the 
rest of the african continent 
as they can leverage on South 
africa’s well-developed indus-
trial ecosystem and diversified 
economy, particularly its es-
tablished manufacturing sec-
tor and value chains; 

The country’s world-class 
physical infrastructure and 
extensive transport and lo-
gistics network (which is 
strongly integrated with other 
southern african countries), 
including advanced iCT infra-
structure; and - Other com-
petitive advantages, including 
its supportive operating envi-
ronment (favourable trade re-
gime, sophisticated and sound 
financial markets, availability 
of key production inputs).

asked to give ten reasons 
that make South africa an at-
tractive investment destina-
tion, the ambassador pointed 
out that firstly, South africa 
has one of the most sophisti-
cated and promising emerging 
markets with an affluent con-
sumer base, a growing middle 
class and an industrial base to 
drive long-term returns on in-
vestment.

Secondly, the South afri-
can economy is the most in-
dustrialised and diversified 
economy on the – african 
Continent and is the prin-
cipal manufacturing hub in 
africa. additionally, it is the 
leading services destination 
with the best banking sector 
and a vibrant iT Sector and it 
manufacturers state of the art 
mining equipment, assembles 
various brands of automo-
biles.  

Thirdly, South africa is a 
location of choice for multi-
nationals in africa because it 
has a supportive ecosystem as 
a hub for innovation, technol-
ogy and Fintech.

Fourthly, the South af-
rican judicial system is ma-

ture, accessible and provides 
certainty with the rule of law 
being revered and the sound 
regulatory framework adheres 
to international standards.

Fifthly, South africa has 
concluded several trade agree-
ments that supports export 
market growth prospects 

The best example is the af-
rican Continental Free Trade 
agreement was founded in 
2018 with trade commenc-
ing in 2021. it creates a single 
market for goods and services 
to deepen economic integra-
tion in africa, 54 of the 55 afri-
can countries have signed the 
agreement afCFTa and the 
combined GDp of its member 
is approximately US$ 3, 4 tril-
lion and a population of about 
1, 5 billion people. 

Sixthly, it is well known 
that South africa has a large 
and diversified mineral re-
source endowment from gold 
to platinum, etc.

it is the home to several 
listed mining companies and 
has world-renowned under-
ground mining expertise

Seventhly, South africa 
has a sophisticated banking 
system with major footprint 
across africa. in fact, it is the 
Continent’s financial hub. it 
also boasts africa’s largest 
stock exchange by market cap-
italisation.

Eighthly, South africa has 
a highly developed economic 
infrastructure with the largest 
networks of air- and seaports, 
as well as logistics in africa. 

ninthly, it has a young and 
willing labour force that has 
been blessed with world-class 
tertiary education system that 
produces a skilled, talented, 
and capable workforce. in 
fact, South africa is the only 
african country to have 3 uni-
versities ranked in the top 500 
universities of the world. 

Tenthly, South africa has 
favourable cost of living, su-
perb weather all year round, 
a diversified cultural, cuisine 
and sports offering.

Qatar’s trade with S Africa 
almost doubled in 2020-’21

Container ships wait to load and offload goods in port during a 21-day nationwide lockdown aimed at limiting the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in  Cape Town, South Africa.

South Africa remains one of the preferred 
investment destinations in the continent

Agencies

SOKi Wu’s food stall, tucked 
in a food court in a shopping 
mall in Singapore, is a crowd 
favorite for its fresh, juicy 
“chicken rice,” a national dish. 
But customers recently began 
complaining that his chicken 
didn’t taste quite as good as it 
used to.

Wu was forced to switch to 
frozen chicken after Malaysia 
banned exports last month 
of live broiler chickens that 
are more affordable and bet-
ter tasting in a bid to offset 
rising local prices. For Singa-
pore, which sources a third of 
its poultry from Malaysia, the 
impact was immediate.

“This is unavoidable. Us-
ing frozen chickens have af-
fected the taste of the dish, but 
we have no choice,” Wu said.

as inflation surges around 
the world, politicians are 
scrambling for ways to keep 
food affordable as people in-
creasingly protest the soaring 
cost of living. One knee-jerk 
response has been food export 
bans aimed at protecting do-
mestic prices and supplies as 
a growing number of govern-
ments in developing nations 
try to show a nervous public 
that their needs will be met.

For business owners, the 
rising cost of cooking ingre-
dients — from oil to chicken 
— has prompted them to 
raise prices, with people pay-
ing 10% to 20% more at Wu’s 

food stall. For consumers, it 
has meant paying more for 
the same or lesser-quality 
food or curbing certain habits 
altogether.

in Lebanon, where en-
demic corruption and po-
litical stalemate has crippled 
the economy, the U.n. World 
Food program is increas-
ingly providing people with 
cash assistance to buy food, 
particularly after a devas-
tating 2020 port blast that 
destroyed massive grain si-
los. Constant power cuts and 
high fuel prices for generators 
limit what people can buy be-
cause they can’t rely on freez-
ers and refrigerators to store 
perishables.

Tracy Saliba, a single 
mother of two and business 
owner in Beirut, says she used 
to spend around a quarter of 
her earnings on food. These 
days, half her income goes 
to feeding her family as the 
currency loses strength amid 
soaring prices.

“i’m not buying (grocer-
ies) like i used to,” Saliba 
said. “i’m just getting the 
necessary items and food, 
like day by day.” Food prices 
have risen by nearly 14% this 
year in emerging markets 
and by over 7% in advanced 
economies, according to Cap-
ital Economics. in countries 
where people spend at least a 
third or more of their incomes 
on food, any sharp increase in 
prices can lead to crisis.

Trade bans, inflation 
sending food prices 
soaring all over globe

Agencies

BanK of Japan board mem-
bers underscored the need 
to maintain monetary easing 
to support an economy ham-
pered by surging commodity 
prices while promoting more 
robust wage growth in pursuit 
of its inflation target, minutes 
of a June meeting showed 
Tuesday.

in the run-up to the June 
16-17 meeting, the BOJ faced 
increased market pressure to 

tweak its policy at a time when 
its global peers were moving 
toward tightening their mon-
etary grip to cope with surging 
inflation.

BOJ members agreed that 
inflation expectations had 
been rising, but that wage 
growth was still lagging com-
pared with the United States 
and Europe.

after the yen weakened 
sharply, particularly against 
the U.S. dollar, the BOJ agreed 
it was necessary to pay “due 

attention” to developments 
in foreign exchange markets, 
with one member saying the 
yen’s depreciation is a nega-
tive for the economy, the min-
utes showed.

Defying market pressure, 
the BOJ maintained its ul-
tralow rate policy at the end 
of the meeting. Under its yield 
curve control program, the 
central bank set short-term 
interest rates at minus 0.1 
percent while guiding 10-year 
Japanese government bond 

yields to around zero.
Governor Haruhiko Kuro-

da has repeatedly said mone-
tary policy does not target for-
eign exchange rates amid calls 
for the central bank to address 
the yen’s weakness.

One member said, “The 
bank should continue with 
monetary easing until it be-
came certain that wages had 
increased as a trend and to the 
point where the price stability 
target was achieved in a sus-
tainable and stable manner,” 

the minutes said.
another said achieving the 

BOJ’s inflation target required 
wage growth exceeding 2 per-
cent inflation, but that labor 
market conditions were un-
likely to deliver wage rises.

“This member continued 
that, on this point, the eco-
nomic environment in Japan 
had been different from that in 
the United States and Europe, 
where monetary accommoda-
tion had been reduced,” the 
minutes said.

BOJ members stick to monetary easing amid lack of wage growth

The two buildings hosting the Bank of Japan. 
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Can Europe live without Russian 
natural gas?

Europe is in an energy crisis, and it 
means countries will struggle to 
keep homes warm and industry 
humming this winter.

That is because Russia has 
slashed Europe’s flows of natural gas, used to 
power factories, generate electricity and heat 
homes in the winter. Moscow says deliveries 
through a major pipeline to Germany, Nord 
Stream 1, will drop to 20% of capacity this 
week, blaming technical reasons.

European leaders are bracing for the 
possibility of a complete cutoff, saying Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin is using ener-
gy for political leverage in his confrontation 
with the West over the war in Ukraine. The 
European Union has agreed to ration gas.

Here are key things to know about the 
energy crisis:

Did Russia cut off gas to Europe? 
It has reduced supplies significantly. 

Even before the invasion of Ukraine, Russia 
was not selling gas on the short-term spot 
market. After the EU imposed sanctions on 
Russia’s banks and companies and started 
sending weapons to Ukraine, Russian cut off 
gas to six countries and reduced supplies to 
six more.

Flows into Germany, the EU’s biggest 
economy, through Nord Stream 1 are set to 
be dialed back by 80%, with Russia blaming 
parts needing repairs. It comes after fears 
that the pipeline wouldn’t reopen at all after 
10-day maintenance period.

The 27-member EU has been left scram-
bling to fill gas storage ahead of winter, when 
demand rises and utility companies draw 
down their reserves to keep homes warm 
and power plants running.

The EU’s goal is to use less gas now to 
build storage for winter. Europe’s gas re-
serves are only 65% full, compared with a 
goal of 80% by Nov. 1.

Why is Russian natural gas so impor-
tant? 

Russia supplied some 40% of Europe’s 
natural gas before the war. That has dropped 
to around 15%, sending prices through the 
roof and straining energy-intensive indus-
tries.

Gas is used across a range of processes 
that most people never see — to forge steel to 
make cars, make glass bottles and pasteurize 
milk and cheese.

Companies warn that they often can’t 
switch overnight to other energy sources 
such as fuel oil or electricity to produce heat. 
In some cases, equipment that holds molten 
metal or glass is ruined if the heat is turned 
off.

High energy prices are already threaten-
ing to cause a recession in Europe through 
record inflation, with consumers having less 
to spend as costs rise for food, fuel and utili-
ties. A complete cutoff could deal an even 
heavier blow to an already troubled econo-
my.

What is the Nord Stream 1 pipeline?
It is the major European natural gas 

pipeline that runs under the Baltic Sea from 
Russia to Germany and is Germany’s main 

source of Russian gas. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said reductions through 
Nord Stream 1 follow delays in reinstalling 
a part that was sent to Canada for repairs, 
while another turbine is expected to shut off 
because it needs repairs now.

“The situation has been critically compli-
cated by the restrictions and sanctions im-
posed on our country,” Peskov said.

European leaders reject the technical ex-
planation.

Putin “is trying to weaken the great sup-
port for Ukraine and drive a wedge into our 
society,” German Economy Minister Robert 
Habeck told news agency dpa. “To do this, 
he stirs up uncertainty and drives up prices.”

Europe needs to save 12 billion cubic me-
ters of gas, the equivalent of 120 LNG tank-
ers, to fill its storage levels by winter.

Three other pipelines bring Russian gas 
to Europe, but one through Poland and Be-
larus has been shut down. Another, through 
Ukraine and Slovakia, is still bringing re-
duced amounts of gas despite the fighting, as 
is one through Turkey into Bulgaria.

Gas also comes by pipeline from Norway, 
North Africa and Azerbaijan.

What’s Putin’s game? 

Although Russia’s oil and gas exporters 
are selling less energy, spiking prices mean 
Putin’s earnings have actually increased, ac-
cording to the International Energy Agency.

Since the invasion, Russia’s revenue 
from exporting oil and gas to Europe has 
doubled over the average from recent years, 
to $95 billion, the Paris-based IEA said.

The increase in Russia’s energy revenue 
in just the last five months is three times 
what it typically makes by exporting gas to 
Europe over an entire winter.

So Putin has cash in hand and could cal-
culate that painful utility bills and an energy 
recession could undermine public support 
for Ukraine in Europe and increase senti-
ment for a negotiated settlement in his favor.

“Based on what we have seen over the 
past year, it would be unwise to exclude the 
possibility that Russia could decide to forgo 
the revenue it gets from exporting gas to Eu-
rope in order to gain political leverage,” IEA 
Executive Director Fatih Birol said.

What can Europe do? 
The EU has turned to more-expensive 

liquefied natural gas, or LNG, which comes 
by ship from places like the U.S. and Qa-
tar. Germany is fast-tracking construction 

of LNG import terminals on its North Sea 
coast, but that will take years. The first of 
four floating reception terminals is to come 
online later this year.

But LNG alone can’t make up the gap. 
The world’s LNG export facilities are run-
ning at full capacity amid tight energy mar-
kets, and there’s no more gas to be had. An 
explosion at a U.S. terminal in Freeport, 
Texas, that sent most of its gas to Europe 
took 2.5% of Europe’s supply offline over-
night.

Plus, Europe will be competing with Asia 
for limited amounts of LNG, with analysts at 
Capital Economics expecting prices to stay 
high. Even U.S. prices, which are normally 
insulated, will go up because its a major LNG 
exporter, they said.

Conservation and other energy sources 
are key. For example, Germany is running 
coal plants longer, creating a gas auction 
system intended to encourage conservation, 
and resetting thermostats in public build-
ings.

EU energy ministers have agreed to a 
draft law that aims to drop gas demand by 
15% between August through March through 
voluntary national steps. Mandatory actions 
could be triggered in the 27-member bloc if 

not enough gas is saved.
Countries have been scrambling to se-

cure alternative energy supplies, with lead-
ers of Italy, France and the EU recently seal-
ing deals with their counterparts in Algeria, 
Azerbaijan and the United Arab Emirates.

Could people freeze this winter? 
It’s unlikely homes, schools and hospi-

tals will lose heat because governments are 
required to impose rationing first on busi-
nesses. The German government also could 
allow gas suppliers to immediately pass on 
increases to customers.

The choices could include torpedoing in-
dustry and/or socking consumers with even 
higher bills.

The IEA recommends European coun-
tries step up campaigns people to conserve 
at home and plan to share gas in an emer-
gency. And time is getting short.

“European leaders need to be preparing 
for this possibility now to avoid the potential 
damage that would result from a disjointed 
and destabilizing response,” Birol said. “This 
winter could become a historic test of Euro-
pean solidarity — one it cannot afford to fail 
— with implications far beyond the energy 
sector.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a joint press conference with President of Turkmenistan Serdar Berdimuhamedow following their meeting in Moscow, Russia.

Agencies

EURoPEAN Union govern-
ments agreed Tuesday to ra-
tion natural gas this winter 
to protect themselves against 
any further supply cuts by 
Russia as Moscow pursues its 
invasion of Ukraine.

EU energy ministers ap-
proved a draft European law 
designed to lower demand 
for gas by 15% from August 
through March. The legisla-
tion entails voluntary national 
steps to reduce gas consump-
tion and, if they yield insuf-
ficient savings, a trigger for 
mandatory actions in the 
27-member bloc.

“I know that the decision 
was not easy, but I think, at 
the end, everybody under-
stands that this sacrifice is 
necessary. We have to, and we 
will, share the pain,” Czech 
Industry Minister Jozef Sikela 
told reporters after chairing 
the meeting in Brussels.

European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen welcomed the move, 
saying in a statement that 
“the EU has taken a decisive 

step to face down the threat of 
a full gas disruption by (Rus-
sian President Vladimir) Pu-
tin.”

The energy ministers ap-
proved the legislation a day 
after Russian energy corpo-
ration Gazprom said it would 
cut gas flows through the 
Nord Stream 1 pipeline to 
Germany to 20% of capacity 
starting Wednesday. Natural 
gas prices jumped Tuesday to 
their highest level since early 
March, according to Europe’s 
TTF benchmark, and more 
than five times what they 
were a year ago.

Since Russia invaded 
Ukraine in late February and 
the West protested by impos-
ing economic sanctions, 12 
EU countries have faced halts 
to, or reductions in, their Rus-
sian gas deliveries.

Gazprom has said the 
Nord Stream 1 cutbacks were 
necessitated by delays in re-
ceiving a repaired turbine 
for the pipeline. The turbine, 
which was repaired in Can-
ada, has not been reinstalled 
yet, and another is expected 
to go offline because it needs 

repairs now, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters Tuesday.

“The situation has been 
critically complicated by the 
restrictions and sanctions im-
posed on our country,” Pesk-
ov added. “If not for those 
restrictions, all maintenance, 
warranty, and service opera-
tions would have been car-
ried out in a usual, routine, 
and prompt manner, without 
causing situations like the one 

we’re seeing now.”
Under the the ministerial 

agreement sealed in less than 
a week, the EU’s 27 mem-
ber nations tries are free to 
decide how best to meet the 
target of cutting 15% of their 
average annual gas use over 
the last five years.

France, for example, 
wants to save energy by turn-
ing down the temperatures of 
office thermostats in winter 
and ensuring that air condi-

tioners in public buildings 
and shops are used more ef-
ficiently, among other meas-
ures.

Exemptions are allowed 
for countries that might have 
specific vulnerabilities or find 
themselves particularly ex-
posed to difficulties from cer-
tain cuts.

The European Commis-
sion, the EU’s executive arm. 
can ask members to consider 
triggering a mandatory sys-
tem of cuts if it still fears a 
supply shortage over the next 
eight months. Any five mem-
ber countries could also trig-
ger a vote if they declare a gas 
supply alert at the national 
level.

The legislation was based 
on a July 20 proposal from 
the commission, which is ea-
ger to maintain a common EU 
front over a war that shows 
no sign of ending. It said co-
ordinated rationing would 
enable the bloc as a whole to 
get through the winter should 
Russia stop all gas deliveries.

Although the EU has 
agreed to embargo oil and 
coal from Russia starting 

later this year, the bloc has 
refrained from sanctioning 
Russian natural gas because 
Germany, Italy and some oth-
er member states rely heavily 
on imported gas.

“Germany made a stra-
tegic error in the past with 
its great dependency on 
Russian gas and faith that it 
would always flow constantly 
and cheaply,” said German 
Economy Minister Robert 
Habeck, who is also respon-
sible for energy and serves as 
the country’s vice chancellor. 
“But it is not just a German 
problem.”

The disruptions in Rus-
sian energy trade with the EU 
already are stoking inflation 
to record levels in Europe 
and threatening to trigger a 
recession just as the bloc was 
recovering from a pandemic-
induced slump.

The energy squeeze is 
also reviving decades-old po-
litical tests involving policy 
coordination. While the EU 
has gained centralized au-
thority over monetary, trade, 
antitrust and farm policies, 
national sovereignty over en-

ergy matters still largely pre-
vails.

Reflecting this, the energy 
ministers scrapped a provi-
sion in the draft gas-rationing 
law that would have given the 
European Commission the 
power to decide on any move 
from voluntary to mandatory 
actions. Instead, the minis-
ters ensured any decision on 
mandatory steps would re-
main in the hands of national 
governments.

The ministers also diluted 
other elements of the original 
proposal, including exemp-
tions for island countries.

Nonetheless, Tuesday’s 
deal marks another milestone 
in EU policy integration and 
crisis management. Past EU 
legislative initiatives in the 
area of energy often involved 
months or years of negotia-
tions among national govern-
ments.

“We have a blueprint to 
act together in a coordinated 
way,” EU Energy Commis-
sioner Kadri Simson said af-
ter the agreement was sealed. 
“This was a test for the unity 
and resolve of the union.”

EU reaches deal to ration gas amid Russian cut-off fears

EU energy ministers approved a draft European law designed to 
lower demand for gas by 15% from August through March. 



The U.S. economy is caught in 
an awkward, painful place. A 
confusing one, too.

Growth appears to be 
sputtering, home sales are 

tumbling and economists warn of a po-
tential recession ahead. But consum-
ers are still spending, businesses keep 
posting profits and the economy keeps 
adding hundreds of thousands of jobs 
each month.

In the midst of it all, prices have ac-
celerated to four-decade highs, and the 
Federal Reserve is desperately trying 
to douse the inflationary flames with 
higher interest rates. That’s making 
borrowing more expensive for house-
holds and businesses.

The Fed hopes to pull off the triple 
axel of central banking: Slow the econ-
omy just enough to curb inflation with-
out causing a recession. Many econo-
mists doubt the Fed can manage that 
feat, a so-called soft landing.

Surging inflation is most often a 
side effect of a red-hot economy, not 
the current tepid pace of growth. To-
day’s economic moment conjures dark 
memories of the 1970s, when scorching 
inflation co-existed, in a kind of toxic 
brew, with slow growth. It hatched an 
ugly new term: stagflation.

The United States isn’t there yet. 
Though growth appears to be faltering, 
the job market still looks quite strong. 
And consumers, whose spending ac-
counts for nearly 70% of economic 
output, are still spending, though at a 
slower pace.

So the Fed and economic forecast-
ers are stuck in uncharted territory. 
They have no experience analyzing the 
economic damage from a global pan-
demic. The results so far have been 
humbling. They failed to anticipate the 
economy’s blazing recovery from the 
2020 recession — or the raging infla-
tion it unleashed.

Even after inflation accelerated in 
spring of last year, Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell and many other forecasters 
downplayed the price surge as merely 
a “transitory” consequence of supply 
bottlenecks that would fade soon.

It didn’t.
Now the central bank is playing 

catch-up. It’s raised its benchmark 
short-term interest rate three times 
since March. Last month, the Fed in-
creased its rate by three-quarters of a 
percentage point, its biggest hike since 
1994. The Fed’s policymaking commit-
tee is expected to announce another 
three-quarter-point hike Wednesday.

Economists now worry that the 
Fed, having underestimated inflation, 
will overreact and drive rates ever 
higher, imperiling the economy. They 
caution the Fed against tightening 

credit too aggressively.
“We don’t think a sledgehammer 

is necessary,” Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon Macroeconom-
ics, said this week.

Here’s a look at the economic vi-
tal signs that are sending frustratingly 
mixed signals to policymakers, busi-
nesses and forecasters:

The overall economy
As measured by the nation’s gross 

domestic product — the broadest gauge 
of output — the economy has looked 
positively sickly so far this year. And 
steadily higher borrowing rates, engi-
neered by the Fed, threaten to make 
things worse.

“Recession is likely,” said Vincent 
Reinhart, a former Fed economist who 
is now chief economist at Dreyfus and 
Mellon.

After growing at a 37-year high 
5.7% last year, the economy shrank 
at a 1.6% annual pace from January 
through March. For the April-June 
quarter, forecasters surveyed by the 
data firm FactSet estimate that growth 
equaled a scant 0.95% annual rate 
from April through June. (The gov-
ernment will issue its first estimate of 
April-June growth on Thursday.)

Some economists foresee another 
economic contraction for the second 
quarter. If that happened, it would 
further escalate recession fears. One 
informal definition of recession is two 
straight quarters of declining GDP. But 
the most widely accepted authority is 
the National Bureau of Economic Re-
search, whose Business Cycle Dating 
Committee assesses a wide range of 
factors before declaring the death of an 
economic expansion and the birth of a 
recession. It defines a recession as “a 
significant decline in economic activity 
that is spread across the economy and 
that lasts more than a few months.”

In any case, the economic drop in 
the January-March quarter looked 
worse than it actually was. It was 
caused by factors that don’t mirror the 
economy’s underlying health: A widen-
ing trade deficit, reflecting consumers’ 
robust appetite for imports, shaved 
3.2 percentage points off first-quarter 
growth. A post-holiday-season drop in 
company inventories subtracted an ad-
ditional 0.4 percentage point.

Consumer spending, measured at a 
modest 1.8% annual rate from January 
through March, is still growing. Ameri-
cans are losing confidence, though: 
Their assessment of economic condi-
tions six months from now reached 
its lowest point since 2013 in June, 
according to the Conference Board, a 
research group.

Inflation
What’s agitating consumers is no 

secret: They’re reeling from painful 
prices at gasoline stations, grocery 
stores and auto dealerships.

The Labor Department’s consumer 
price index skyrocketed 9.1% in June 
from a year earlier, a pace not seen 
since 1981. The price of gasoline has 
jumped 61% over the past year, airfares 
34%, eggs 33%.

And despite widespread pay raises, 
prices are surging faster than wages. 
In June, average hourly earnings slid 
3.6% from a year earlier adjusting for 
inflation, the 15th straight monthly 
drop from a year earlier.

And on Monday, Walmart, the 
nation’s largest retailer, lowered its 
profit outlook, saying that higher gas 
and food prices were forcing shoppers 
to spend less on many discretionary 
items, like new clothing.

The price spikes have been ignited 
by a combination of brisk consumer 
demand and global shortages of fac-
tory parts, food, energy and labor. And 
so the Fed is now aggressively raising 
rates.

“There is a risk of overdoing it,” 
warned Ellen Gaske, an economist at 
PGIM Fixed Income. “Because infla-
tion is so bad right now, they are fo-
cused on the here and now of each 
monthly CPI report. The latest one 
showed no letup.’’

Jobs
Despite inflation, rate hikes and 

declining consumer confidence, one 
thing has remained solid: The job 
market, the most crucial pillar of the 
economy. Employers added a record 
6.7 million jobs last year. And so far 
this year, they’re adding an average of 
457,000 more each month.

The unemployment rate, at 3.6% 
for four straight months, is near a half-
century low. Employers have posted 
at least 11 million job openings for six 
consecutive months. The government 
says there are two job openings, on 
average, for every unemployed Ameri-
can, the highest such ratio on record.

Job security and the opportunity to 
advance to better positions are provid-
ing the confidence and financial where-
withal for Americans to spend and 
keep the job machine churning.

Still, it’s unclear how long a hir-
ing boom will last. In keeping up their 
spending in the face of high inflation, 
Americans have been drawing down 
the heavy savings they built up during 
the pandemic. That won’t last indefi-
nitely. And the Fed’s rate hikes mean 
it’s increasingly expensive to buy a 
house, a car or a major appliance on 
credit.

The weekly number of Americans 
applying for unemployment benefits, 
a proxy for layoffs and a bellwether for 
where the job market may be headed, 
reached 251,000 in the most recent 
reading. That’s still quite low by his-
toric standards, but it’s the most since 
November.

Manufacturing
COVID-19 kept millions of Ameri-
cans cooped up at home. But it didn’t 
stop them from spending. Unable to 
go out to restaurants, bars and movie 
theaters, people instead loaded up on 
factory-made goods — appliances, fur-
niture, exercise equipment.

Factories have enjoyed 25 consecu-
tive months of expansion, according to 
the Institute for Supply Management’s 
manufacturing index. Customer de-
mand has been strong, though supply 
chain bottlenecks have made it hard 
for factories to fill orders.

Now, the factory boom is show-
ing signs of strain. The ISM’s index 
dropped last month to its lowest level 
in two years. New orders declined. 
Factory hiring dropped for a second 
straight month.

A key factor is that the Fed’s rate 
hikes are heightening borrowing costs 
and the value of the U.S. dollar against 
other currencies, a move that makes 
American goods more expensive over-
seas.

“We doubt the outlook for manu-
facturing will improve any time soon,” 
Andrew Hunter, senior U.S. econo-
mist at Capital Economics, wrote this 
month. “Weakening global growth and 
the drag from the stronger dollar look 
set to keep U.S. manufacturers under 
pressure over the coming months.’’

Housing
No sector of the U.S. economy is 

more sensitive to interest rate increas-
es than housing. And the Fed’s hikes 
and the prospect of steadily tighter 
credit are taking a toll.

Mortgage rates have risen along 
with the Fed’s benchmark rate. The 
average rate on a 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage hit 5.54% last week, nearly 
double its level a year earlier.

The government reported Tuesday 
that sales of new single-family homes 
fell 8% last month from May and 17% 
from June 2021. Sales of previously 
occupied homes dropped in June for 
a fifth straight month. They’re down 
more than 14% from June 2021.

In response to the rapidly slow-
ing home market, builders are cutting 
back. Construction of single-family 
homes dropped last month to its lowest 
level since March 2020, at the height of 
pandemic lockdowns.

The US Fed and economic forecasters are stuck in uncharted territory 

US economy sending 
mixed signals: Here’s 

what it all means

Pedestrians pass the New York Stock Exchange on July 14, 2022, in New York. 
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Biden fights talk of 
recession as key  
econ report looms

Agencies

FACING a potentially grim 
report this week on the econo-
my’s overall health, President 
Joe Biden wants to convince a 
skeptical public that the U.S. 
is not, in fact, heading into a 
recession.

The Commerce Depart-
ment on Thursday will release 
new gross domestic product 
figures. Top forecasts such as 
the Atlanta Federal Reserve’s 
GDPNow are predicting that 
the figure will be negative for 
the second straight quarter 
— an informal signal that the 
country is stuck in a down-
turn. That’s political chum 
for Republicans in an election 
year.

The Biden administration 
is pre-emptively telling vot-
ers not to judge the economy 
by GDP or inflation alone. It 
says people should look at job 
gains, industrial output and 
other measures that point to-
ward continued growth, even 
as Americans are downbeat 
in polls on the economy and 
Biden. The president main-
tains the economy is just cool-
ing off after a sharp recov-
ery from the 2020 recession 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We’re not going to be in a 
recession, in my view,” Biden 
said Monday. “My hope is we 
go from this rapid growth to 
steady growth.” The specter 
of a recession could worsen 
what already appears to a 
bleak round of midterm elec-
tions this November, in which 
Biden’s Democrats could pos-
sibly lose control of the House 
and Senate. Biden’s team gave 
technical arguments in a re-
port issued last week about 
how recessions depend on a 
dashboard of indicators and 
that only the non-governmen-
tal National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research can formally 
say when a downturn begins.

Republicans warn that the 
GDP report could show an 
economy in collapse, noting 
that Biden was also wrong on 
inflation as the consumer price 
index has jumped to a 40-year 
high despite assurances that 
the price increases would fade 
as the country moved past the 
pandemic.

“The White House pub-
lished a whole explanation 
insisting that even if the new 
data suggest that our country 
is in recession, we actually 
won’t be,” Senate Republican 
Leader Mitch McConnell said 
in Monday in a speech to the 
Senate.

“The same people who said 
inflation wouldn’t happen,” he 
continued, “are now insisting 
we aren’t headed into a reces-
sion. Draw your own conclu-
sions.” The GDP report will 
likely be a “choose your own 
economy” kind of messaging 
in which voters will decide 
which numbers resonate with 
them the most. It’s GOP blunt-
ness against Democratic nu-
ance.

“You’ll have Republi-
cans saying two consecutive 
quarters of negative growth 
— that’s a recession,” said 
Michael Strain, director of 
economic policy studies at 
the center-right American En-
terprise Institute. “And you’ll 

have Democrats making this 
kind of hard to follow argu-
ment that we’re not in reces-
sion, but, yes, we are slowing 
down. If I had to bet, I would 
bet that the Republican argu-
ment gets more traction.” Not 
only is the likely GOP mes-
sage more direct, it also leans 
into how many Americans feel 
right now.

A July poll from The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research found 
that 83% believe the U.S. is 
going in the wrong direction. 
That’s a sharp reversal from 
May of 2021 when 54% said 
the country was headed in the 
right direction, a level of ap-
proval that overlapped with 
an increase in vaccinations 
against COVID-19 and pay-
ments flowing from Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion pandemic relief 
package.

Separately, the University 
of Michigan’s index of con-
sumer sentiment is lower now 
than it was during the worst 
months of the 2008 financial 
crisis, an epic recession that 
involved the crash of the hous-
ing and stock markets and re-
quired a burst of government 
aid.

The negativity has left the 
Biden administration trying 
to make the case that things 
are better than people think. 
Their argument starts with the 
torrid pace of hiring, with an 
average of 375,000 jobs being 
added monthly during the sec-
ond quarter. Unemployment 
has held at 3.6% since March.

An alternative measure 
of the overall economy called 
gross domestic income contra-
dicts GDP, showing that there 
was growth during the first 
three months of the year in-
stead of decline. And gasoline 
prices, a core vulnerability for 
Biden, have fallen more than 
60 cents a gallon since the 
middle of June, evidence that 
some inflationary pressures 
are easing.

Both publicly and private-
ly, administration officials say 
the GDP report won’t tell the 
whole story.

“When you’re creating al-
most 400,000 jobs a month, 
that is not a recession,” Treas-
ury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said Sunday on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press.” Still, inflation 
has undermined the robust 
job market. Wage gains have 
failed to keep pace with price 
increases, meaning many 
people are effectively earn-
ing less money. There are also 
economic threats from abroad 
as China and many European 
economies are slowing down 
in ways that could spill over 
to the U.S. as the Federal Re-
serve is focused on raising in-
terest rates in order to lower 
inflation.

But so long as hiring con-
tinues, liberal economists 
believe that public opinion 
will change and fears of a re-
cession will fade. The White 
House analyses are “grounded 
in data,” said Heidi Shierholz, 
president of the liberal Eco-
nomic Policy Institute.

“People will understand 
that if we continue to have 
extremely low unemployment 
that the idea we’re in a reces-
sion just doesn’t make a lot of 
sense,” she said.

President Joe Biden listens as he attends virtually an event in the 
South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington 
on Monday.
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THE 31 teams trav-
elling to Qatar will 
have a Team Base 
Camp (TBC) to 
call home at the 
most compact 
FIFA World Cup 
since the inau-

gural edition in 
1930. With no do-

mestic flights re-
quired during the 
tournament, the 

same top-class fa-
cilities will be used 

throughout the com-
petition. For this edi-
tion, therefore, official 
training sessions the 
day before matches 
will also be held at 
the respective training 

sites.
Teams will check 

in at their Team Base 
Camp Hotels (TBCHs) 
at least five days before 
their first match, with 
players hoping to ex-
tend their stay from the 

guaranteed 15 days to 
33, an achievement 
reserved only for 
the finalists.

As part of the 
unique features 
of the FIFA World 

Cup 2022, 24 out of the 32 teams will 
stay within a 10km radius of each other, 
further ensuring that the event’s thrill-
ing atmosphere is concentrated in and 
around Doha, to the delight of local and 
international fans.

“Qatar 2022 will be a World Cup like 
no other, with teams benefiting from its 
compact nature and warm local hospi-
tality. Players will have more time to 
train and rest during the competition, 
while being able to experience the ex-

citement that will take over the country 
at much closer quarters, as fellow play-
ers and passionate fans from all 32 na-
tions will be gathering in a single area,” 
said Colin Smith, FIFA’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer – World Cup.

Nasser Al Khater, FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 CEO, said: “We’re pleased 
to let fans see the world-class facilities 
that Qatar has developed for their na-
tional teams. As with all of our World 
Cup projects, legacy planning has been 
a key factor and many of the training 
sites renovated and built will benefit 
local clubs and communities long after 
the tournament has finished. The new 
hotels will also support Qatar’s growing 
tourism industry post-2022.”

The concept
A TBC is the headquarters of a par-

ticipating team during the competi-
tion period of the FIFA World Cup. It 
combines a dedicated Team Base Camp 
Training Site (TBCTS) with a suitable 
hotel or other form of accommodation 
(TBCH). There will be three types of 
training site in use during the tourna-
ment: local clubs, cluster training facil-
ities and stadium training sites. Many 
have been built from scratch or reno-
vated, representing an important part 
of the tournament’s legacy for grass-
roots football in Qatar.

The TBCHs range from four- and 
five-star hotels to villas, resorts and 
non-hotel accommodation, including 
sports academy residences and school/
university housing. Besides facilities 
such as treatment rooms, they feature 
dedicated common areas to safeguard 
teams’ privacy, and also comply with 
the relevant security protocols.

A total of 162 inspection visits were 
organised for the teams that participat-
ed in the FIFA World Cup 2022 quali-
fiers, starting in October 2019.

Workers’ welfare at TBCHs
FIFA and the Host Country take 

their responsibility with respect to 
workers’ rights very seriously. As part 
of these efforts, FIFA and Qatar are 
implementing an unprecedented due 
diligence process to protect the rights 
and well-being of workers at a total of 
159 hotels, including all of those that 
will host participating teams. This work 
is being carried out in close partner-
ship with the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy, and involves col-
laboration with trade unions and other 
independent monitors, as well as the 
International Labour Organization. 
Over recent months, FIFA has also sup-
ported member associations in their 
own interactions with hotels concern-
ing workers’ rights and is encouraged 
by the constructive relationships built 
around this important topic.

Team Base Camp line-up reflects uniquely  
compact nature of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

 Quick read

LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo 
arrived at Manchester United’s 
training ground to discuss his 
future at the club.  
Ronaldo arrived with his agent 
Jorge Mendes at Carrington on 
Tuesday morning ahead of talks 
with manager Erik ten Hag. 
The Portugal forward missed 
United’s pre-season tour to Thai-
land and Australia because of 
personal reasons amid specula-

tion over his future. 
New boss Ten Hag has previous-
ly said the 37-year-old is “not 
for sale” and “in our plans”, but 
it has been reported that Ron-
aldo wants to play Champions 
League football. 
United failed to qualify for this 
season’s Champions League af-
ter finishing sixth in the Premier 
League last term. 
Ten Hag’s team instead will 

compete in the Europa League 
this season. 
Ronaldo has a year left on his 
United contract after rejoining 
from Juventus last August. 
He made his name at United after 
signing from Sporting Lisbon in 
2003, spending six years at Old 
Trafford before joining Real Madrid 
for a then-world record transfer 
fee of £80 million ($96 million). 
Ronaldo, who was United’s 

top scorer with 24 goals last 
season, has been training at 
the Portuguese national team’s 
headquarters in Lisbon. 
United start their Premier 
League campaign at home to 
Brighton on August 7 after final 
pre-season games this week-
end against Atletico Madrid in 
Norway and Rayo Vallecano at 
Old Trafford. 
(PA Media/DPA)

Ronaldo drives to Manchester United training ground to discuss future
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An aerial view of the Al Wehda FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Training Site in Doha.

All 32 teams to be based at same top-class facilities 
throughout competition 24 teams to stay within 10km 
radius of each other

“Qatar 2022 will be a World 
Cup like no other, with teams 
benefiting from its compact 
nature and warm local hospital-
ity. Players will have more time 
to train and rest during the 
competition, while being able to 
experience the excitement that 
will take over the country at 
much closer quarters, as fellow 
players and passionate fans 
from all 32 nations will be  
gathering in a single area.”

French  
defender  
Nordi Mukiele 
joins Paris 
Saint-Germain
PAGE 13
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Qatar Stars League launches 2022-23 
season in exciting World Cup year

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH Qatar all geared up for 
the greatest football fiesta, 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the Qatar Stars League (QSL) 
launched the 2022-23 season 
of QNB Stars League amid an-
itcipation and excitement at 
the City Center Rotana Hotel 
on Tuesday.

The impressive launch was 
held in the presence of Hani 
Taleb Ballan, CEO; Abdullah 
Ali Al Hammadi, Executive Di-
rector of Operations; Hassan 
Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive 
Director of Sales, Marketing 
and Communication; Ahmed 
Salman Al Adsani, Director 
of Competitions Department; 
Khalifa Al Mana, representa-
tive of the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery & Legacy 
(Facilities Department); and 
Captain Saeed Juma Al Hitmi 
from the Stadium Security De-
partment of the Facilities and 
Authorities Security Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Interi-
or, in addition to a number of 
guests and invitees, including 
Hamad Mubarak Al Hajri, Co-
Founder and CEO of Snoonu 
company, representatives of 
Club Companies and a num-
ber of media outlets.

The ceremony focused on 
the most important prepara-
tions for the 2022-2023 season, 
as a number of initiatives and 
plans were put forward for an 
exceptional season. The most 
prominent among them were 
the use of 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar stadiums at the start 
of the league championship.

QNB Stars League be-
gins August 1 with defending 
champions Al Sadd meeting 
Al Markhiya in the opening 
match. 

On August 11, Al Arabi will 
play Al Rayyan at Lusail Sta-
dium, the venue for the final 
of FIFA World Cup 2022 final.

Al Kuwari said, “I welcome 
everyone and thank you for 
your presence in this event 
that precedes our 2022-2023 
football season, which will 
witness the organization of 
the 2022 World Cup. With this 
view, we’ve developed a plan 
of action since the end of last 
season in preparation for the 
new season, in co-operation 
with all partners, the authori-
ties concerned and Club Com-
panies, and we thank everyone 
for their efforts. We thank the 
Club Companies for their ef-
forts and continued co-oper-
ation with us, and we wish a 
distinguished and great sea-
son for all teams. We invite 
everyone to enjoy the World 
Cup stadiums, which will host 
a number of matches at the be-
ginning of the season, and this 
is an opportunity before the 
2022 World Cup.”

Al Adsani confirmed that 
a meeting was held with the 
clubs and that all arrange-
ments and preparations for 
the start of the season had 
been completed. He empha-

sized that the management of 
competitions, in co-operation 
with the Club Companies, will 
align with the various develop-
ments and events in this ex-
ceptional season.

Al Mana said, “We’ve co-
ordinated fully with QSL in 
the holding of a number of 
matches in the first rounds of 
the league at the World Cup 
stadiums, as part of our plans 
to test the operational proce-
dures again for these stadi-
ums and in preparation for the 
FIFA World Cup.”

Captain Al Hitmi said, 
“Preparations are in full swing 
from the Stadium Security De-
partment and co-ordination is 
in place with QSL to make the 
football season successful. It 
has also been agreed to con-
tinue the “You Are Important” 
initiative at the stadiums in 
the new season also.”

He stressed the complete 
readiness of the Stadiums Se-
curity Department after sever-

al meetings were held during 
the last phase to co-ordinate 
the arrangements.

Al Rihla to be the official 
ball for the season
At the ceremony, the official 
ball was also announced to be 
used during the season. 

Al Rihla (The Journey) is 
the official ball for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
QNB Stars League is one of 
the first leagues to use the new 
ball. Adidas revealed the of-
ficial ball for the 2022 World 
Cup, the 14th ball in a row that 
the company makes for the 
World Cup.

Official App of QSL
A number of initiatives were 
also announced, including 
the announcement of the new 
form of official application of 
QSL after the inclusion of a 
number of modernization pro-
cesses to keep pace with the 
latest technical developments 
in the field of digital media.

Hassan Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive Director of Sales, Marketing and Communication, QSL; Ahmed Salman Al Adsani, Director of Competitions 
Department; Khalifa Al Mana, representative of Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (Facilities Department); and Captain Saeed Juma 
Al Hitmi from the Stadium Security Department of Ministry of Interior, in a discussion during the Qatar Stars League launch in Doha on Tuesday.

Representatives of Club Companies of QSL during the new season launch ceremony.

Al Rihla (The Journey) is official ball for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and QNB Stars League.

Renewal of sponsorship agreement 
between QSL and Ooredoo

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
Ooredoo announced the renewal of 
sponsorship agreement for the 2022-
2023 Ooredoo Cup.
The announcement was made on the 
sidelines of the 2022-2023 Season 
Launch ceremony at the City Center 
Rotana Hotel Doha on Tuesday.
Commenting on the renewal of co-
operation between the two entities, 
Hassan Rabiah Al Kuwari, Executive 
Director of Sales, Marketing and Com-
munication at the QSL, said, “We’re 
pleased to announce the renewal of 
partnership with one of the largest 
telecom giants not only in Qatar, but 
in the region and the world. I also 
commend Ooredoo’s continued sup-
port and co-operation for sports and 
football.”
On his part, Sultan Al Jabir, Assistant 
Director B2C Campaign Management 
at Ooredoo, said, “We’ve a firm com-
mitment to support sports and our lo-
cal communities, and we’re delighted 
to confirm this exciting sponsorship 
renewal which clearly demonstrates 
this commitment. Promoting a 

healthy, active lifestyle is a key focus 
for Ooredoo, and being title sponsor 
of such a popular sports event is a 
great way for us to share this impor-
tant message. We wish all teams the 
best of luck and look forward to some 
awesome football!”
It may be noted that Ooredoo Cup 
has a group-cum-knockout format 
and the teams are drawn into two 
groups through draw of lots, based 
on their standings in the League 
Championship.

Qatar Stars League-AlkaLive  
renew sponsorship agreement

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
AlkaLive water company renewed 
the sponsorship agreement between 
both parties for three seasons, on 
the sidelines of the 2022-2023 sea-
son launch ceremony on Tuesday at 
the City Center Rotana Hotel Doha.
On the occasion, Hassan Rabiah Al 
Kuwari, Executive Director of Sales, 
Marketing and Communication at the 
QSL, praised the continued strong 
partnership with AlkaLive water com-
pany and said, “I would like to extend 

my sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the company’s Board of Directors 
for the continued support to the QSL 
and we look forward to continuing 
our joint efforts.”
On his part, Osama Mariam, CEO 
of AlkaLive, said, “I’m pleased to 
convey to you the greetings of the 
company’s Board of Directors and all 
officials. We’re glad to continue our 
co-operation with QSL in the vari-
ous tournaments it organizes and 
supervises.”

QSL renews sponsorship  
agreement with Snoonu

The Qatar Stars League (QSL) and 
Snoonu company renewed the spon-
sorship agreement. Snoonu, which 
specializes in the field of e-commerce, 
is considered as one of the fastest-
growing companies, through the 
mobile application, which is one of the 
first applications in Qatar that provides 
comprehensive solutions, allowing the 
purchase or sending of any product 
anywhere.
Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO of the QSL, 
said, “We’re pleased to announce 

today the renewal of sponsorship 
agreement with Snoonu, which is con-
sidered as one of the most prominent 
Qatari companies, and we’re proud of 
their excellence and permanent co-
operation with us in order to achieve 
common goals and aspirations. I 
would also like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Mr. Hamad 
Mubarak Al Hajri for the distinguished 
support and initiatives aimed at de-
veloping sports marketing, and I wish 
them success.”
Hamad Mubarak Al Hajri, Co-Founder 
and CEO of Snoonu, said, “We’re 
pleased to renew the sponsorship 
agreement with QSL for the 2022-
2023 season. In partnership with QSL, 
we look forward to another wonderful 
and special season.”
Snoonu, which is specialized in the 
field of e-commerce, is considered as 
one of the fastest-growing companies, 
through the mobile application. It is 
one of the first applications in Qatar 
that provides comprehensive solu-
tions, allowing the purchase or delivery 
of any product anywhere.

Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO, Qatar Stars League.

Challenging new season  
provides QSL with great 

opportunities: Hani Ballan
VINAY NAYUDU

DOHA

Hani Taleb Ballan, CEO of the 
Qatar Stars League (QSL), 
sees the forthcoming new 
2022-23 season of QNB Stars 
League as a great opportunity 
for all involved towards making 
it a spectacle for the world to 
witness. Kicking off on August 
1, three months ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the QSL founded in 1963, 
steps into a landmark year 
which also adds to the chal-
lenge of living upto expecta-
tions since all attention is 
focused on the FIFA World 
Cup. Hani Ballan is however 
thrilled with the challenge. He 
spoke to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of QSL’s new season 
launch on Tuesday.
Excerpts:

On the road ahead
“We believe in challenges. 
We have always believed in 
challenging ourselves and 
challenging others because 
this is the only way to move 
forward. We are always keen 
to explore the out of comfort 
zone situations because these 
are the learning lessons that 
will develop and improve our 
football, our organisation, our 
operations and our standards.
We look at challenges as a 
beneficial step rather than as 
obstruction to our targets. Our 
aim has always been to have 
very entertaining football and 
it is also something that we 
are working at for the next five 
years and I believe this with 
the new participation agree-
ment the clubs have with QSL 
and the collaboration with 
FIFA, we shall continue to grow 
and develop to becoming one 
of the leading football leagues 
in the world.”

World Cup and QSL 
“This is a World Cup season, 
amazing season and full of 
passion, power and energy not 
only for the fans but for the 
clubs as well. The players and 
clubs also have the opportunity 
to experience six of the eight 
World Cup stadiums since QSL 
matches will be played at the 
venues this season. Also, the 

clash between Al Arabi and Al 
Rayyan on August 11 at the Lu-
sail Stadium will be a magical 
experience for everyone and 
for the players to be playing 
with the World Cup ball Al Ri-
hla. It’s a mixed feeling for us 
at QSL of joy and responsibil-
ity and a lot of hard work has 
gone into the preparedness. 
It’s a great feeling.

On the readiness
“We are very happy and proud 
that QSL is on the spot with 
the whole world looking at 
our teams, our players, our 
stadiums and how the league 
would begin three months 
before the World Cup and in 
what shape it will end up after 
seven weeks and ahead of the 
start of the World Cup.

Expertise and experience
“Thanks to FIFA for associating 
with QSL. We have signed a 
partnership with FIFA regarding 
the participation of the clubs 
and FIFA will assist in terms of 
providing education programs 
for the clubs.”

Excitement and responsibility
“It’s a very exciting and 
exceptional year ahead of us. 
Three months ahead of the 
World Cup kick-off it provides 
for a great opportunity for all 
of us for spectators, for fans, 
for the teams, players, refer-
ees, for us who are following 
the details, the operations 
to experience this immense 
feeling of thrill and respon-
sibility because this league 
being in the host nation of 
the World Cup puts a lot of 
onus on our shoulders with a 
lot of privilege, prestige and 
honour attached to show the 
world that QSL deserves to be 
recognised worldwide.”

 It’s a very exciting 
and exceptional year 
ahead of us. Three 
months ahead of the 
World Cup kick-off it 
provides for a great 
opportunity for all of us.

Hanil Ballan, CEO, QSL
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XAVI acknowledged a return 
for Lionel Messi is “impossi-
ble” at present but refused to 
rule out a reunion in future, as 
he rejected comparisons be-
tween himself and two legend-
ary Blaugrana coaches.

Messi’s 21-year associa-
tion with Barcelona came to 
an end last August when he 
joined Paris Saint-Germain on 
a free transfer amid the Cata-
lan club’s financial woes.

However, the seven-time 
Ballon d’Or winner’s six league 
goals during his debut cam-
paign in Paris represented his 
worst such tally since he netted 
the same amount in La Liga as 
an 18-year-old in 2005-06.

Messi has just one year 
remaining on his contract in 
the French capital - though an 
option exists for a further 12 
months with PSG - and Bar-
celona president Joan Laporta 
said on Sunday he did not 

believe the Argentine’s Barca 
story was over.

His former team-mate and 
current Barcelona coach Xavi, 

however, told a news confer-
ence such a move was unfeasi-
ble, at least for now.  

“He has a contract and it’s 
impossible right now,” Xavi 
said, looking ahead to Barca’s 
friendly with Juventus in Dal-
las on Tuesday.

“Messi is the best football-
er in the world and in history. 
President Laporta already said 
that Messi’s story with Barca 
is not over, but now is not the 
time to talk about it.” 

On a personal level, Xavi 
has enjoyed success since re-
turning to Barcelona as head 
coach last November, leading 
the side to a second-placed 
league finish after they had 
languished in ninth under pre-
decessor Ronald Koeman.

Barca are now expected to 
challenge for silverware after 
acquiring the likes of Robert 
Lewandowski and Raphinha, 
but Xavi insists he does not 
seek comparisons with leg-
endary Blaugrana bosses Pep 
Guardiola and Johan Cruyff.  

“I don’t have the idea of 
equalling Pep, what I want is 
for Barca to win,” he added.

“It’s not a question of ego, 
I don’t want to beat Pep or 
Johan or anyone. On the con-
trary, I have nurtured myself 

from them, I am a student of 
theirs.  

“My dream is to return 
Barca to the top of the world.” 

Despite their perilous 
financial situation, Barce-
lona have recruited heavily 
throughout the transfer win-
dow, and with Sevilla and 
France defender Jules Kounde 
reportedly also close to join-
ing, their spending does not 
look likely to stop any time 
soon.

And Xavi believes the cap-
ture of Lewandowski demon-
strates the lure of the Catalan 
giants, adding: “It’s not for me, 
it’s for the club. What I do is 
speak clearly with the players.  

“Everything adds up, but 
I would say that the club is 
the one that has strength, its 
greatness is a magnet for foot-
ballers.  

“People are excited to play 
at Barca, the fact that players 
of the stature of Lewandowski 
want to come proves it.”

Sports

Technical meeting for first leg of 2022-2023 QNB Stars League held

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League held 
a Technical Meeting ahead 
of the first leg of 2022-2023 
QNB Stars League, at the City 
Center Rotana Doha Hotel on 
Tuesday, 26th July, 2022, on 

the sidelines of its new season 
launch.

The meeting was attended 
by Ahmed Salman Al Adsani, 
Director of Competitions De-
partment at the QSL, Ahmed 
Abdullah Al Sayed, Head of 
Football Operations at the 
QSL, representative of the 

Referees Department of Qa-
tar Football Association and 
representatives of QNB Stars 
League clubs.

At the outset, Al Adsani 
welcomed the attendees, wish-
ing their clubs success in the 
new season, and hoped to con-
tinue work and constructive co-

operation with Club Companies 
to achieve common goals.

The meeting discussed 
organizational matters and 

match day procedures, and 
stressed the importance of 
attending the stadium on the 
specified match days, as well 

as adherence to the official 
protocol and all approved pro-
cedures.

The kits (basic and re-

serve) for each team were 
also discussed, and the match 
kits and jersey colours of each 
team were determined.

Lewandowksi top player in 
world football, says Xavi

STATS PERFORM/DPA

ROBERT Lewandowski has 
made a strong first impression 
at Barcelona, with manager 
Xavi calling him “an unbeliev-
able signing”.

Lewandowski made his 
first appearance for his new 
club in their 1-0 friendly win 
against Real Madrid on Sat-
urday, starting up top before 
being subbed off at half-time.

The 2021 Ballon d’Or 
runner-up is coming off seven 
consecutive seasons of at least 
40 goals in club competition, 
with Barcelona hoping he is 
still at the peak of his powers 
despite turning 34 years old 
next month.

Speaking to the media 
about the club’s new front-man, 
Xavi had nothing but praise.

“[Lewandowski] has 
adapted really well,” he said. 
“He’s very humble - he’s won 
almost everything in the world 
of football.  

“He has the humility to 
work hard for the team, and 
for us he’s an unbelievable 
signing. So really good, really 
happy to have Robert in the 
team, and [against Madrid] he 
adapted really well.  

“He controlled the ball 

when Madrid pressed high, he 
understood really well when 
it was his moment to control 
and play for the attacking mid-
fielders or for the defensive 
midfielder.  

“He went deep many 
times, so we are talking about 
the top player in the world of 
football.” 

Xavi also touched on Bar-
celona’s transfer strategy 
when asked if there are more 
signings planned, highlight-
ing the desire for depth and a 
competition for starting spots.

“Well, the more, the bet-
ter,” he said. “That is, the more 
that can compete, the better it 
will make us staff, they will 
make each other better, they 
will compete with each other.  

“There are many games 
this year, I would say even 
more, because there is a World 
Cup in between and the calen-
dar is even more compressed. 
I think it is important that 
there is competition between 
the players.

“There are injuries, will 
there be sanctions - so per-
fect. Barca, I have already said 
many times, must have two 
high-level players in each po-
sition, and this is what we are 
working on.”

Robert Lewandowski of Barcelona warms up before a pre-season 
friendly match against Real Madrid at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, 
Nevada on Saturday. Barcelona defeated Real Madrid 1-0. (Getty/AFP)

PSG confirm defender deal as 
Mukiele joins from RB Leipzig

STATS PERFORM/DPA

PARIS Saint-Germain con-
firmed the signing of RB Leip-
zig defender Nordi Mukiele 
on Tuesday as coach Chris-
tophe Galtier continued to 
shape his side.

Mukiele appeared destined 
to become a PSG player when 
Leipzig announced he had 
been granted absence from 
their squad for the DFL-Su-
percup due to ongoing transfer 
negotiations on Monday.

Despite reports of late in-
terest from Chelsea, PSG sealed 
the acquisition of the 24-year-
old and will reportedly pay an 
initial €12million fee, which 
could reach a total of €16mil-
lion with add-ons included.

Mukiele has signed a five-
year deal at the Parc des Princ-
es, becoming the third new 
arrival of the transfer window 
after midfielder Vitinha and 
striker Hugo Ekitike, while 
left-back Nuno Mendes made 
his loan from Sporting CP per-
manent.

Speaking to PSG’s website, 
Mukiele said: “When I found 
out that Paris were interested in 
me and that they wanted me to 
come here, I had to think about 
it because it’s very important.

“It’s a very big step in my 
career, it’s not a choice to 
be taken lightly. But I think 

and I’m sure I made the right 
choice.” 

Mukiele made 28 appear-
ances - 21 of them starts - as 
Leipzig finished fourth in the 
Bundesliga last season, con-
tributing to the side matching 
Bayern Munich as the compe-
tition’s best defensive side.

No Bundesliga team con-
ceded fewer than their 37 
goals across the 2021-22 cam-
paign, while only Bayern and 

Wolfsburg (both 11) bettered 
their tally of 10 clean sheets.

PSG won three out of three 
fixtures during a pre-season 
tour of Japan, though Gal-
tier expressed frustration with 
their defending after Monday’s 
6-2 rout of Gamba Osaka.

Mukiele, who is capable of 
playing at full-back and cen-
tre-back, is expected to chal-
lenge for a spot in a three-man 
backline next season.

This file photograph taken on April 10, 2022, shows Leipzig’s French 
defender Nordi Mukiele pointing during the German first division 
Bundesliga match between RB Leipzig and TSG 1899 Hoffenheim in 
Leipzig, eastern Germany. (AFP)

Pogba to miss next leg of  
Juventus’ pre-season tour

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PAUL Pogba will miss the next 
leg of Juventus’ pre-season 
tour of the United States after 
suffering a knee injury.

France international Pog-
ba, 29, rejoined the Serie A gi-
ants on a free transfer after his 
Manchester United contract 
expired earlier this summer 
and started the 2-0 friendly 
win over Guadalajara in Ne-
vada on Saturday.

But, after six years away 
from Turin he could now face 
a spell on the sidelines after 
Juventus announced he would 

not take part in the trip to Dal-
las, where Juve will face La-
Liga side Barcelona.

“Following complaining 
of pain in his right knee, Paul 
Pogba underwent radiological 
examinations that revealed a 
lesion of the lateral meniscus,” 
the club confirmed on their of-
ficial website.

“In the next few hours he 
will undergo a specialist or-
thopedic consultation.

“Therefore, in order to 
continue treatment, he is not 
taking part in the trip to Dal-
las.” Juventus start their Serie 
A season at home to Sassuolo 
on August 15.

Paul Pogba (left) of Juventus and Pavel Pérez of Chivas vie for the ball 
during their pre-season friendly match at Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, last Friday. Juventus defeated Chivas 2-0. (Getty/AFP)

‘Messi return to Barca impossible at the moment’

Manager Xavier “Xavi” Hernandez 
of Barcelona sits on the bench 
before his team’s pre-season 
friendly match against Real Ma-
drid at Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian 
forward Lionel Messi reacts after 
his shoot during PSG’s Japan Tour 
football match against Gamba 
Osaka at Suita stadium in Osaka 
on Monday. (AFP)

Bayern Munich sign 17-year-old French striker Mathys Tel
DPA

MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich have signed 
17-year-old French striker tal-
ent Mathys Tel from Stade 
Rennes, the Bundesliga cham-
pions said on Tuesday.

Bayern gave no further 

details but Tel was reportedly 
to receive a five-year contract 
and cost Bayern up to ?30 mil-
lion ($30.6 million).

He had 10 first team ap-
pearances last season and cap-
tained France to the Under-17 
European title in May.

“Mathys Tel is one of the 

biggest talents in Europe, a 
very quick, technically strong 
and versatile striker,” Bay-
ern’s board member for sport, 
Hasan Salihamidzic, said.

“We’ve been watching him 
for a long time and we were 
able to convince him to take 
his next important steps in 

Munich with us now. We are 
proud of that, as there were a 
lot of clubs who wanted to sign 
him.” 

“The development of such 
an exceptional young player is 
an exciting project for us all. 
Of course, Mathys needs time, 
he needs minutes on the pitch 

and rhythm. We are all con-
vinced he has a great career in 
front of him and that he will 
help our team.” 

Tel had confirmed via so-
cial media on Sunday night 
that he was leaving Rennes 
where he had a contract until 
2024.
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Kyprios lands Al Shaqab Goodwood Cup as 
Qatar Goodwood Festival 2022 kicks off

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
GOODWOOD (UK)

IN presence of HE Sheikh 
Joaan Bin Hamad Al Thani, 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, the Qatar Good-
wood Festival kicked off on 
Tuesday and will continue up 
to Saturday.

The world-famous five-
day Festival is one of the high-
lights of the flat racing season 
in the UK and Europe. Held 
on the world’s most beautiful 
racecourse, the Festival fea-
tures class racing, with several 
black type races bearing the 
name of Qatar. 

The opening day of the 
2022 renewal of the Qatar 
Racing and Equestrian Club-
sponsored Festival had an 
eight-race card, where top-
class racing was on display at 
beautiful racecourse which 
was built in 1802. The feature 
event was the Gr1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup Stakes.

Present on the opening 
day as well were HE Fahad bin 
Mohammed Al Attiyah, Am-
bassador of the State of Qatar 
to the United Kingdom, HE 
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani 
bin Khalid Al Thani, CEO of 
Qatar Media Corporation, HE 
Issa bin Mohammed Al Mo-
hannadi, Chairman of QREC, 
QREC Board Members and 
Essa Al Hitmi, General Man-
ager of Al Kass Sports.

Kyprios wins Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup
The highlight on the first day 
of Festival, the Gr.1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup Stakes is re-
nowned for its enthralling 
finishes, and this year was no 

exception as Kyprios (Galileo) 
ground out a narrow success 
in the two-mile race. 

Hamad bin Abdulrahman 
Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of 
QREC and Chairman of the 
Asian Racing Federation pre-
sented the trophies to the win-
ners after the race.

The youngest of the nine 
that lined up for the £500,000 
staying contest, Kyprios added 
a second top-flight success to 

his flourishing CV, following 
an excellent success in the Gr.1 
Gold Cup at Royal Ascot last 
month.

Trained by Aiden O’Brien 
and owned in partnership by 
superpowers, Moyglare Stud, 
Magnier, Tabor, Smith and 
Westerberg, the May-born colt 
showed extreme tenacity on 
only his eighth-career start.

Ridden prominently by 
Ryan Moore, Kyprios sat be-

hind the early leaders, before 
ranging up to share the lead on 
the run into the straight. 

Four-time winner of the 
race Stradivarius (Sea The 
Stars) was briefly checked 
by Trueshan (Planteur), who 
made ground on the eventual 
winner. Gutsy in front, Kyp-
rios held on to get the better of 
an extended battle with Strad-
ivarius by a neck, while True-
shan finished a further length 

and a quarter back in third.
“He’s a fabulous horse’, 

said the winning trainer Aiden 
O’Brien after the race. “It’s 
great for everyone and for 
Partick, who rides him every 
morning. Ryan gave him a 
beautiful ride and he is a horse 
that only does enough. He’s 
very lazy, and you need to 
ask him to change gear, but 
he loves a battle. I think there 
is plenty more to come from 

him too. The plan has always 
been to go to the Irish St.Leger 
(Sunday, 11th September) with 
him.”

The superbly-bred son of 
Galileo is out of the superb 
broodmare Polished Gem 
(Danehill). 

The outstanding mare has 
produced ten winners, includ-

ing Gr.1 winners Free Eagle 
(High Chapparal) and Search 
For A Song (Galileo), the Gr.2 
winning pair of Custom Cut 
(Notnowcato) and Sapphire 
(Medicean), along with Gr.3 
winner Valac (Dark Angel), 
and the Listed-winning pair 
of Falcon Eight (Galileo) and 
Amma Grace (Galileo).

Hamad bin Abdulrahman Al Attiya, Vice-Chairman of Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC) with the winning team of Kyprios on the opening 
day of the Qatar Goodwood Festival Meeting at the Goodwood Racecourse in United Kingdom on Tuesday.

Jocckey Ryan Moore guides Kyprios to winning the Al Shaqab Good-
wood Cup at the Goodwood Racecourse on Tuesday.

Racing aficionados at the Goodwood Racecourse on Tuesday.

Sri Lanka’s lead crosses 300  
as bad light plays spoilsport

ICC
GALLE

SRI Lanka’s lead crossed the 
300-run mark after an ex-
cellent performance from 
Ramesh Mendis with the ball 
and some handy contributions 
from their batsmen on Day 3 
of the second Test on Tuesday.

The hosts’ lead was 323 
ending the day on 176 for 5 
after wrapping up Pakistan’s 
first innings at 231.

Yasir Shah and Hasan Ali 
did put up a resistance in the 
morning of day three, but once 
the stand was broken, Sri Lan-
ka cleaned up the tail relatively 
quickly. The pair established a 
32-run stand, which was end-
ed by Prabath Jayasuriya, who 
bowled Ali for 21. Nauman Ali 
was the next to walk, getting 
stumped off the bowling of 
Ramesh Mendis for 1. 

Mendis scalped his fifth 
wicket, trapping Yasir for 26, 
as Pakistan’s innings ended 
on 231, with the hosts taking a 
147-run lead.

With skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne suffering from 
back spasms, out walked a new 
opening pair of Oshada Fer-
nando and wicketkeeper-batter 
Niroshan Dickwella. The lat-
ter played a couple of cracking 
shots to get going, but could not 
stay in for the long haul. 

The opening stand be-
tween the pair would only last 
for 27 runs, with Dickewella 
being dismissed on 145 by a 
beauty from Naseem Shah. 

Fernando would be the 
next one to depart, with Yasir 
Shah striking off his very first 
delivery, trapping him in front 
for 19. A similar story to the first 

innings was again playing out, 
as all the Sri Lankan batters got 
starts, but failed to convert it 
into a substantial score. Kusal 
Mendis (15), Angelo Mathews 
(35), and Dinesh Chandimal 
(21), all failed to punish the Pa-
kistan bowlers. 

For the visitors though, 
their bowlers were bowling 
with great discipline that the 

hosts were not running away 
with the scoring. 

A partnership finally 
took shape for Sri Lanka, as 
their lead crossed the 300-
run mark. Skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne walked out to 
bat at No.6 and was joined by 
Dhananjaya de Silva. The pair 
embarked on a solid unbeaten 
59-run stand, which helped 

their target of fattening up the 
lead.

Karunaratne was unbeaten 
on 27, while de Silva was bat-
ting on 30*, as the Sri Lanka 
lead had reached the 323-run 
mark. Bad light then inter-
vened to lead to an early end 
to the contest, but Sri Lanka 
would be happy with a solid 
day of play.  

Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq (C) fields a ball during the third day of play of the second cricket Test against Sri 
Lanka at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Tuesday. (AFP)

Premier League names Alison 
Brittain as new chairperson

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THE Premier League has an-
nounced Alison Brittain as its 
new chair after clubs “voted 
unanimously in favour” of her 
appointment.

Brittain will take over from 
interim chairman Peter Mc-
Cormick early next year.

“I have been a football fan 
since I was a child and so am ab-
solutely delighted to be appoint-
ed chair of the Premier League,” 
she said in a statement.

“The game is of enormous 
national importance, is loved 
by so many people around the 
world and can have a tremen-
dous positive impact on com-
munities.

“It will be a real privilege to 
be able to help to develop plans 
for the future and work with 
all the key stakeholders in the 
game to ensure its long-term 
sustainability and success.” 
Brittain was deemed to be the 
“outstanding candidate” fol-
lowing an extensive search pro-
cess led by the Premier League’s 

nominations committee.
A member of the last three 

Prime Minister’s advisory 
boards and a former chairper-
son of the Financial Conduct 
Authority practitioner panel, 
she is regarded as one of the 
country’s leading business ex-
ecutives.

The 57-year-old will step 
down as CEO of Whitbread 
PLC to focus on her new role in 
football.

She remains the senior 
independent director at Ex-
perian PLC and was recently 
announced as chair designate 
of Dunelm Group PLC, having 
previously worked for Barclays, 

Santander and Lloyds Banking 
Group during a career in the fi-
nancial services sector.

Her other current roles in-
clude deputy chairperson and 
trustee of the Prince’s Trust 
Council.

Premier League chief ex-
ecutive Richard Masters said: 
“Alison has had a positive im-
pact on every organisation she 
has been a part of, so I am de-
lighted she is joining the Pre-
mier League as chair.

“She has a tremendous 
track record in business, gets 
things done with a down-to-
earth style and is well respected 
and liked in all the industries 
she has worked.

“She also has a keen inter-
est in the game and how it can 
develop further and I am very 
much looking forward to work-
ing with her.” 

Brittain, whose new posi-
tion is non-executive, will chair 
a Premier League board com-
prising Masters, former senior 
media executive Mai Fyfield 
and technology venture capital-
ist Dharmash Mistry.

Alison Brittain.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 378 
Pakistan (1st innings Overnight 191-7)
Y. Shah lbw b Ramesh  26
H. Ali b Jayasuriya  21
N. Ali c Dickwella b Ramesh  1
N. Shah not out  4
Extras: (b8, lb1)  9
Total: (All out, 88.1 overs)  231
Fall of wickets: 7-191 (Salman), 8-223 (Hasan), 9-226 
(Nauman), 10-231 (Yasir).

Bowling: A. Fernando 20-2-62-1, Jayasuriya 37-10-80-
3, R. Mendis 21.1-6-47-5, De Silva 4-0-15-1, Wellalage 
6-1-18-0
Sri Lanka (2nd innings)
N. Dickwella c Rizwan b Naseem  15
O. Fernando lbw b Yasir  19
K. Mendis lbw b Nawaz  15
A. Mathews c Azam b Salman  35
D. Chandimal c Rizwan b Naseem  21
D. Karunaratne not out  27

D. de Silva not out  30
Extras: (b9, lb2, nb2, w1)  14
Total: (For 5 wickets, 50 overs)  176
Yet to bat: R. Mendis, P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando, D. 
Wellalage.
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Dickwella), 2-47 (Oshada), 3-59 
(K. Mendis), 4-100 (Mathews), 5-117 (Chandimal).
Bowling: Hasan 5-0-24-0 (w1), Naseem 9-1-29-2 
(nb1), Yasir 12-2-41-1, Nawaz 11-2-32-1, Nauman 5-0-
15-0, Salman 7-1-18-1 (nb1), Azam 1-0-6-0.

Scoreboard

CWG 2022 England’s best chance to beat 
rivals Australia, believes Natt Sciver

ANI
DERBY (UK)

ENGLAND all-rounder Nat 
Sciver believes that her side 
is heading into the Common-
wealth Games 2022 with their 
best chance of beating arch-
rivals Australia.

This statement comes af-
ter England has completed a 
dominant multi-format series 
win over South Africa after 
registering a 38-run win in 
the final T20I to complete a 
3-0 clean sweep over the visi-
tors. The latest win means that 
England has won six white-
ball wins in a row against 
Proteas, something which will 
give them a lot of momentum 
and confidence heading into 
the CWG 2022 which will be 

held in Birmingham. Austral-
ia is a favourite on the other 
hand to win big in CWG 2022 
as they are current champions 
in ODI and T20Is. They had 
defeated England in the 50-
over World Cup final back in 
April. Sciver believes that Eng-
land’s new attacking approach 
will give them a chance at get-

ting a medal.
“I think we have settled on 

the way we want to play - hav-
ing that aggression with bat 
and ball, especially in the pow-
erplay. Hopefully, that puts us 
in a good position for the Com-
monwealth Games. I think this 
is our best chance [to beat Aus-
tralia],” Sciver told Sky Sports.

“People have really taken 
their chances. I think that is 
the most exciting thing - eve-
ryone has contributed and had 
their moments. It is probably 
the most fun I have had on the 
pitch in a long time and when 
you are enjoying cricket you are 
probably playing well as well. It 
is infectious,” she added.

Sciver was standing in as 
captain for the regular skipper 
Heather Knight.

Natalie Sciver.

Meg Lanning reclaims top spot in women’s ICC T20I rankings
Australia skipper Meg Lanning reclaimed 
her spot at the top of ICC Women’s T20I 
Player Rankings after her brilliant knock of 
74 against Ireland in a tri-series at Bready 
that also features Pakistan.  
Lanning has overtaken compatriot Beth 
Mooney to reclaim the position she first 

occupied in January 2014. Except for two 
days in March 2014, she remained at the 
top until 18 November 2016.  
However, this is the first time Lanning has 
been No. 1 since then.  
Lanning has been at the top for a total of 
1,020 days, only behind England’s Charlotte 

Edwards (1,092) and Australia’s Karen 
Rolton (1,085) in terms of days as No.1. 
Tahlia McGrath, whose knock of 70 in 
the same game won her the Player of the 
Match award, is up 15 places to 13th while 
Rachael Haynes has advanced two places 
to 51st position. (ANI)
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Qatari entrepreneur signs MoU to invest 
Rs200 bn in Pakistan real estate projects

W
ELL-KNOWN Qatari entre-
preneur Abdulaziz Mubarak 
S A Al Mohanadi has signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Pa-

kistan’s Nishaan Group and Pakeeza 
Group to invest rupees 200 billion in a 
number of prestigious real estate pro-
jects.

The MoU signing ceremony at Mar-
riot Hotel in Islamabad was attended 
by Group Chairman Mahar Muham-
mad Buksh, COO Brigadier (retd) Ja-
vaid Sattar, Managing Director Talha 
Chaudhary and Executive Director Ma-
lik Muhammad Hasnain.

“It is very heartening that Qatari in-
vestors have shown interest to invest in 
Pakistan on a large scale while Pakistan’s 
economic situation is facing a dire fu-
ture. The agreement will not only bring 
most-wanted foreign investment in Pa-
kistan but will also present Pakistan as 
an attractive destination for foreign in-
vestment in the region,” said Buksh.

“Pakistan is strategically located to 

become Asia’s premier trade, energy 
and transport corridor. Pakistan’s in-
vestment policies have been designed 
to provide a comprehensive framework 
for creating a conducive business envi-
ronment to attract FDI,” added Buksh.

“Securing international investments 
in our projects not only bodes well for 
Nishaan Group and Pakeeza Group but 
also serves as a milestone to strengthen 
Pakistan’s economy. The agreement in-
cludes development and construction 
of multiple projects including five-star 
hotels, large hospitals, residential and 
commercial buildings, remarked Briga-
dier (retd) Sattar.

“Nishaan Group is building two of 
its biggest and most illustrious projects 
-- Nishaan Housing Society located at 
Chakbeli Road, near Rawat, Rawalpindi 
and Pakeeza Mall of Phalia located at 
Mandi Bahauddin. Pakeeza Mall is the 
second biggest approved mall of Pun-
jab and one of the biggest commercial 
projects on a national level,” remarked 
Chaudhary 

“Where Pakeeza Mall focuses on 
providing an outstanding commercial 
experience, Nishaan Housing Society 
sets out to maintain the highest stand-
ards of living for its residents, offering 
best-in-class amenities and world class 
facilities like hospitals, schools and 
parks,” added Chaudhary.

“Nishan Group’s main objective is to 
encourage foreign investors to invest in 
Pakistan so as to maintain the soft im-
age of Pakistan globally and to 

stabilise Pakistan’s economy. Our 
projects will provide job opportunities 
to thousands of Pakistani workers,” 
noted Hasnain.

Nishaan Group showcased its pro-
jects at the 10th edition of Cityscape 
Qatar held at Doha Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre (DECC) in June 2022. 
More than 60 exhibitors from Pakistan, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Turkey, the UAE, the 
UK and Qatar gathered at the expo to 
discuss the region’s real estate industry 
and unveil a variety of prominent devel-
opmental projects.

The MoU signing ceremony held at Marriot Hotel in Islamabad was attended by 
Group Chairman Mahar Muhammad Buksh, COO Brigadier (retd) Javaid Sattar, Man-
aging Director Talha Chaudhary and Executive Director Malik Muhammad Hasnain

An architect’s design of Pakeeza Mall of Phalia located at Mandi Bahauddin.

ESTABLISHED in 2008, Prime Logistics is an 
international freight forwarder dedicated to 
implementing comprehensive and par excel-
lence logistics services globally.

Backed by highly motivated, energetic and 
experienced staff, Prime Logistics is a freight for-
warding company certified by Qatar’s Ministry of 
Transport and Communication and registered with 
Hamad Port. Besides Customs clearance services, 
Prime Logistics provides land, air and sea freight 
forwarding services.

“Prime Logistics has grown in a short span of 
time as one of the leading and renowned world-
class freight and logistics solutions providers. Our 
team includes professionals who ensure every av-
enue is researched in order to facilitate the most 
effective handling of your product,” said Managing 
Director G D Khan Bangash. 

“Prime Logistics prides itself in providing a re-
liable customer-oriented, cost-effective solution 
to cover all shipping needs. We offer single source 
solution to and from any point in the world. Our 
forwarding services assess all cost and on time de-
livery probabilities for each transit segment to en-
sure the most cost-efficient and on-time delivery,” 
added Bangash. 

“We follow set standards and policies to serve 
our valued clients with the best of both the worlds. 
By providing single source solution for logistics 
needs, Prime Logistics enjoys the status and fame 
for being a perfect solution provider. 

“The range of services offered at Prime Logistics 
extends to freight forwarding, logistics, consolida-
tion, Customs clearance, and domestic distribution. 
Over the years, Prime Logistics has established a 
track record for safe, reliable and cost-effective de-
livery of freight, based on flexible customer service. 

“Prime logistics offers clients the benefits of a 
package tailored to their individual needs and time-
scales. We offer single source solution to and from 

any point in the world. Our forwarding services as-
sess all cost and on-time delivery probabilities for 
each transit segment to ensure the most cost effi-
cient and on-time delivery.”

Elaborating on the core values of quality, ac-
countability, commitment and collaboration, Ban-
gash said: “Everything we do reflects these values 
and we constantly strive for success partnership. 
We deliver our services and we represent ourselves 
efficiently at all times to our internal and external 
customers. 

“We maintain our ethical standards by doing 
what is right. We keep our work and deliver what 
we promise. Our collaboration with our clients is 
more than just working together hand in hand. We 
trust and understand what is expected of us. 

“We always communicate with each other to 
have a seamless service with our clients. The above 
core values are key to our success and that is why 
we are counted among the leading and trusted for-
warding companies in Qatar.

“Our mission is to provide all of our customers 
with the highest level of care in freight forwarding, 
customs clearance and transportation quality ser-
vice in today’s market. Customer’s total satisfaction 
is our number one priority. 

“We apply strict standards and professionalism 
in all of our actions with professionalism, integrity, 
respect and honesty. We are committed to our cus-
tomers. 

“Our resolve simply translates simply into do-
ing the very best we can do to provide a world-class 
customer service in the way of on-time pickups and 
deliveries, proper handling of freight, accurate doc-
umentation, collaboration with all of our customers 
and ongoing maintenance of all of our resources.” 

For more information about the company, visit 
company website: www.primelogistics.com.qa. For 
any enquiries, send email to: info@primelogis-
tics.com.qa or contact Tel: 44363674 or Mobile: 
55809630.

Prime Logistics: Dedicated to implementation 
of comprehensive logistics services globally

Managing Director G D Khan Bangash

Managing Director Talha Chaudhary signs the MoU 
as Executive Director Malik Muhammad Hasnain 
looks on.

Abdulaziz Mubarak S A Al Mohanadi (right) and 
Nishaan Group Chairman Mahar Muhammad Buksh 
sign the MoU.

An architect’s design of Nishaan Housing Society located at Chakbeli Road, near Rawat, Rawalpindi.

Abdulaziz Mubarak S A Al Mohanadi with (from left) Group Chairman Mahar Muhammad Buksh, Group Founder Mahar Muhammad Mumtaz, 
Executive Director Malik Muhammad Hasnain, COO Brig (retd) Javaid Sattar and Managing Director Talha Chaudhary.
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QATAR Foundation (QF) 
partner Georgetown Univer-
sity in Qatar (GU-Q) inducted 
its first-year students to uni-
versity life at its annual New 
Student Convocation, a for-
mal ceremony witnessed by 
friends, family and members 
of the GU-Q community.

Hailing from more than 
40 different countries, the 
124 incoming students in the 
Class of 2026 represent di-
verse academic experiences 
and cultural backgrounds, 
but share a common passion 
for scholarship and service to 
their communities.

In his official address, 
Dean of GU-Q Dr Clyde Wil-
cox congratulated the incom-
ing class on the start of their 
higher education journey, and 
reflected on the special signifi-
cance of this academic year 
marked by the culmination 
of Qatar’s plans to host the 
FIFA World Cup, and a shift 
in the attention of the nation 
towards its next stage of de-
velopment. 

“Think of your time here 
as a critical incubation period 
for developing your charac-
ter, maturity and identity, a 
chance to engage in the types 
of inclusive dialogue and 
analysis which will allow you 
to contribute ideas which will 
lead to more just societies in 
the future,” Dr Wilcox said.

With words that conveyed 
the university’s firm com-
mitment to supporting each 
student’s academic journey 
ahead, President of George-
town University in Washing-
ton, DC, Dr John J DeGioia 
said: “Our way of life is char-
acterised by values that bind 
us together, a commitment to 
academic excellence and the 
pursuit of knowledge, a com-
mitment to engagement and 
dialogue, a commitment to 
our communities of faith, and 

a commitment to service, to 
serving each other, our com-
munities, and our world.”

The ceremony included a 
faculty welcome, delivered by 
Associate Professor and Direc-
tor of International Econom-
ics Dr Alexis Antoniades and 
a welcome from the student 
body delivered by Jood Ikram 
Sheikh and John Ewotu. The 
event, which included a pro-
cession, national anthems and 
the reading of the university 
charter, was the culmination 
of a week-long student ori-
entation programme. With 
the celebratory singing of the 
university’s alma mater that 
dates back to 1894, the stu-
dents donned their academic 
robes and joined the academic 
community of Georgetown in 
a time honored tradition.

After his experiences as a 
high school participant in GU-
Q’s Model United Nations con-
ferences and other enrichment 
programmes, Ali Nasir knew 
which university fit his inter-
ests. “I would love to study 
and learn more about differ-
ent cultures and languages as 
I have felt that by doing so you 
are able to connect with people 
on a greater scale.” 

For new student Salman 
Abdulla Al-Emadi, a love of 
debate has led him to consider 
pursuing a major in Interna-
tional Politics. But college isn’t 
only about academics, he says. 

“I am really looking forward to 
getting to know the students of 
GU-Q, especially the students 
of the Class 2026 as I believe 
each individual has their own 
story to tell. We will be togeth-
er for the next four years so we 
should make sure we enjoy the 
journey as we go along.” 

With the semester just be-
ginning, the Class of 2026 will 
complete a liberal arts founda-
tion programme before choos-
ing a major. The Bachelor of 
Science in Foreign Service 
(BSFS) degree is offered in In-
ternational Economics, Inter-
national Politics, Culture and 

Politics, or International His-
tory, with an option to pursue 
a minor or earn a Certificate 
in American Studies, Arab 
and Regional Studies, or the 
Media and Politics Certificate, 
a programme offered in col-
laboration with Northwestern 
University in Qatar.

Fresh students at GU-Q infuse
new life to QF’s Education City

An aerial view of the convocation ceremony

Georgetown University in Qatar students with members and community members during their annual convocation ceremony, in Doha at the Education City recently.

Tamuq’s former 
students launch 
non-toxic cleaning 
solutions brand
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FORMER students of Texas 
A&M University at Qatar (Ta-
muq), a Qatar Foundation 
partner university, have de-
veloped a non-toxic detergent 
and cleaning product ‘Environ 
Sustainable Solutions’ that is 
currently sold across select 
markets in Qatar. 

Developed by Aggie en-
trepreneurs Arshad Ali and 
Safeer Hafeez, Environ Sus-
tainable Solutions promises to 
provide plant-based products 
which are safe for families and 
pets, hypoallergenic, healthy, 
biodegradable and economi-
cal. Both of them completed 
their Master’s degrees in 
chemical engineering from 
Texas A&M University at Qa-
tar in 2021 with a Bachelor in 
the same from the university 
in 2019.

When Ali and Hafeez ex-
plored the cleaning products 
available in market, they said 
they found that almost all of 
the cleaning products had 
harsh, toxic ingredients that 
could potentially negatively 
affect one’s health or the prod-
uct eventually runs down to 
the marine biome and impacts 
the environment.

Ali said, “We wanted to de-
velop something that was safe, 
effective and environment 
friendly. Research has shown 
that the continuous exposure 
to chemicals in the existing 
products can contribute to al-
lergies, respiratory issues in 
children, and can affect fertil-
ity in adults. These chemicals 
then find their way into our 
oceans and disrupt the marine 
biome.”

Hafeez said, “During our 
last few months at univer-
sity, we began formulating 
and testing various products 
with consumer focus groups. 
Once we had the final prod-
uct, we approached investors 
and stakeholders to move our 
product to the next step. We 
participated in the lean manu-

facturing programme by Qatar 
Development Bank to enrich 
our understanding on how to 
launch the business in Qatar. 
With our own investments, we 
were able to start manufactur-
ing. Our manufacturing unit is 
currently located overseas, but 
we hope to have one in Qatar 
someday.”

The roster of Environ’s 
products includes laundry 
liquid, fabric softener, floor 
cleaner, dish soap, toilet clean-
er, all-purpose cleaner and 
hand wash. The cleaning prod-
ucts contain a propriety blend 
of plant-based surfactants, en-
zymes and probiotics that tar-
get all kinds of stains, provid-
ing powerful cleaning without 
toxic chemicals. Furthermore, 
Environ replaces synthetic fra-
grances with essential oils. 

Environ also replaces any 
toxic chemicals found in tra-
ditional products with plant-
based alternatives to create a 
safer and healthier cleaning 
product.

Ali and Hafeez expressed 
their gratitude to Texas A&M 
University at Qatar for em-
powering them to become en-
trepreneurs. 

“Having the Texas A&M 
brand behind us helped build 
credibility in the market,” they 
said. “Investors and other 
stakeholders were open to 
supporting our venture be-
cause they knew that we had 
the required technical knowl-
edge, and that we were also 
bringing the values that being 
an Aggie instilled in us. Apart 
from just making us highly 
skilled engineers, we have had 
opportunities to develop skills, 
including communication and 
critical thinking.”

The entrepreneurs plan 
to expand the line to more 
cleaning products to provide 
their customers with a more 
comprehensive alternative to 
traditional products. They are 
also planning to start manu-
facturing in Qatar in the future 
and expand to other countries 
within the GCC.

Former Tamuq students Arshad Ali and Safeer Hafeez

Visit South Africa to enjoy unique tourism experience: Envoy

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

SOUTH African Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Ghulam Hoosein 
Asmal has strongly recom-
mended that people from Qa-
tar visit South Africa to get a 
first-hand and unique experi-
ence of the diverse tourism of-
ferings in the country.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
the newly arrived ambassador 
said, “South Africa is a unique 
country. It is the ideal destina-
tion for those seeking an ex-
ceptional experience as a place 
that leaves its visitors feeling 
inspired, enriched and reju-
venated. It offers a diversity of 
options to suit every traveller 
and will excite and revive you 
at a price that will suit your 
pocket,” he said.  

“Travellers to South Africa 
will escape from the mundane 
because of the breathtaking 
scenery, a bustling city life, 
vibrant culture, active adven-
ture, wild life safari and sun 
soaked coast. Additionally, 

South Africans are a welcom-
ing, friendly people known for 
warmth, hospitality and au-
thenticity.”

Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, South Africa aver-
aged about 1.5 million tourists 
per annum and has among the 
highest rate of return tourists. 

“South Africa is a destina-
tion with a favourable climate 
all year round and the country 
has a diversified cultural, cui-
sine and sport offerings. The 
destination is cost effective. It 
offers something for everyone 
like game reserves, beaches, 
adventure and others, with an 
abundance of halal-friendly 
options,” the envoy said.

The ambassador added 
that South Africa is easily ac-
cessible with more than 30 
Qatar Airways flights per 
week between Doha and the 
major South African cities of 
Durban, Cape Town and Jo-
hannesburg.  There are three 
flights per day between Doha 
and Johannesburg.

He said Qatari ordinary 

passport holders can travel to 
South Africa visa-free. 

According to him, even be-
fore the visa waiver for all Qa-
tari ordinary passport holders 
took effect on August 15, 2019, 
there was an average of 450 
Qataris who applied for the 
visa at the embassy per year 
between 2016 and 2019. 

The ambassador said that 
nationalities who require a visa 
to travel to South Africa can 
get it within a few days. 

Ambassador Asmal added 
that for leisure tourists, who 
are interested in wildlife can 
explore the Northern part of 
the country such as the Kru-
ger National Park, particularly 
during winter - July, August 
and September - because the 
grass is low and animals come 
for water holes, providing the 
best opportunity to see differ-
ent kinds of animals.

South Africa is home to 
wide open spaces and beautiful 
natural landscapes, incredible 
wildlife, welcoming friendly 
people and fresh produce, all 

of which can nurture the mind 
and the soul without having to 
set foot in a spa, although there 
are many of those too, he said.

South Africa is an endless 
outdoor playground. From 
skydiving to walking safaris, 
hot air ballooning to windsurf-
ing, treetop zip lining to river 
rafting, there’s no shortage of 
raw adventures and adrena-
line-pumping moments.

Going on safari is intrin-
sically about wellness – the 
magic and sense of calm that 
travellers feel when driving 
through the bush surrounded 
by open skies, wildlife and 
abundant nature. South Africa 
is the birthplace of safari, and 
long before “wellness” even 
become a buzz word in travel, 
locals and travellers alike have 
been drawn to the South Af-
rican bush to spot animals in 
their natural habitats, camp 
out under wide starry skies 
and experience nature through 
smell, taste, sound and sight; 
to slow down, calm the mind 
and reconnect with the natural 

world.
Surfing in South Africa 

has also become popular as 
participants can reap an array 
of health benefits, from car-
diovascular fitness and core 
strength, to soaking up Vita-
min D and feeling rejuvenated 
by a morning spent outside 
and in the ocean.

Ambassador Asmal 
descibed South African food as 
fantastic and bearing in mind 
the diverse cultures in the 
country.  

“Halal food is available 
everywhere in South Africa. 
Even the food that is exported 
to Qatar from South Africa is 
Halal. In addition, every mall 
and airport in South Africa has 
a prayer area,” he said.

He added that South Africa 
has hosted events of an inter-
national calibre such as the 
FIFA and Rugby World Cups 
and international conferences 
because of the excellent and 
world-class accommodation 
and infrastructure in the coun-
try’s hospitality sector.South African Ambassador to Qatar HE Ghulam Hoosein Asmal

South Africa is easily accessible, with more than 30 Qatar Airways flights per week connecting Doha to Durban, Cape Town, and Johannesburg

Think of your time here as 
a critical incubation peri-
od for developing your 
character, maturity and 
identity, a chance to 
engage in the types of 
inclusive dialogue and 
analysis which will allow 
you to contribute ideas 
which will lead to more 
just societies in the future 
-- Dr Wilcox


