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Five-day Qatar Goodwood Festival 
Meeting set for spectacular start

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA

SINCE teaming up with the 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club (QREC) in 2015, the 
prestigious Qatar Goodwood 
Festival Meeting, or ‘Glori-
ous Goodwood’, has not only 
been a platform for the elite 
in equine athleticism, but also 
a global celebration of racing 
due to the wealth of public 
who attend the superb, five-
day spectacle.

With over £5.3million in 
prize-money on offer across 
the five days, the Interna-
tional Festival commences on 
Tuesday (July 26) , where the 
highlight is the Gr.1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup. First run in 
1812, the two-mile contest 
is worth £500,000 and has 
housed innumerable champi-
on stayers over the years.

This year, four-time win-
ner Stradivarius (Sea The 
Stars) bids to regain his crown 
from last year’s hero Trueshan 
(Planteur), who offered dual-
purpose trainer Alan King 
with a first Group 1 success on 
the level. However, the pair 
of seasoned rivals will need 
to produce something special 
to get the better of rising star, 
Kyprios (Galileo), an emphatic 
winner of last month’s Gr.1 As-
cot Gold Cup.

The curtain raiser on 
Wednesday’s fantastic card is 
the Gr.1 Qatar International 
Stakes (PA).

Run over a mile, the Group 
1 contest for Purebred Arabi-
ans was first staged in 2015 
and is the richest of its kind in 
the UK, thanks to a staggering 
£400,000 in prize-money.

Also, the richest mile race 
(PA) in Europe, the Gr.1 Qatar 
International Stakes boasts 17- 
talented entries, including last 
year’s winner Lady Princess 
(General), Qatar Derby win-
ner First Classs (Dahess), and 
the five-time Gr.1 (PA) winner, 
Hattal (Mahabb). A salient 
contest in the Arabian racing 
calendar, the Gr.1 Qatar Inter-
national Stakes had been won 
on four separate occasions by 
a French-trained horse and on 
three separate occasions by a 
Qatari- trained runner.

Wednesday’s Gr.1 Qatar 
Sussex Stakes is amongst the 
world’s greatest mile races and 
has housed champions such 
as Too Darn Hot (Dubawi), 
Kingman (Invincible Spirit) 
and Frankel (Galileo) over the 
last ten years. The £1,000,000 
contest is expected to go the 
way of the unbeaten Baaeed 
(Sea The Stars), who is set to 
retire at the end of the season. 

Meanwhile, standing in 
the way of a ninth-straight 

success for Baaeed is the dual 
Group 1 winning three- year-
old Coroebus (Dubawi), and, 
last year’s winner Alcohol 
Free (No Nay Never), who 
bounced back to form at New-
market recently.

Thursday is all about the 
girls and the Gr.1 Qatar Nas-
sau Stakes sees Nashwa (Fran-
kel) head eleven entries for the 
£600,000 fillies and mares’ 
contest. 

Three-year-old’s hold a 
fantastic record in the race 
and a repeat of Nashwa’s Gr.1 
Prix de Diane winning per-
formance could see the filly 
claim a second Group 1 un-
der leading female rider Hol-
lie Doyle. A race to savour, in 
which seasoned runners Lilac 
Road (Mastercraftsman) and 
Dreamloper (Lope De Vega) 
look the principal threats to 
Nashwa.

Friday and Saturday his-
torically feature top-class 

handicaps, such as the Stew-
ards Cup, a race which dates 

to 1840 and can often feature 
up to 30 runners over the six-

furlong course.
Friday’s Gr.2 Qatar King 

George Stakes is one of the cal-
endar’s premium sprint races 
and was won last year by Fran-
çois Rohaut’s Suesa (Night Of 
Thunder). The French- trained 
sprinter is amongst the 32 en-
tries for this year’s renewal, 
which includes the Al Shaqab 
Racing-owned Gr.1 winner 
Ebro River (Galileo Gold).

The final Group race of the 

week is the Gr.2 Qatar Lillie 
Langtry Stakes. The filles and 
mares contest sees 26 entries, 
headed up by John and Thady 
Gosden’s impressive Gr.2 win-
ner Free Wind (Galileo), who 
made an emphatic return to 
racing earlier this month, on 
her seasonal bow at Haydock.

QREC continues to spon-
sor the prestigious Qatar 
Goodwood Festival with a ten-
year deal, which, since it was 
cemented in 2015 has become 
one of the largest single spon-
sorship deals within British 
Horse Racing. 

Qatar Airways, as the 
regular official carrier of the 
Qatar Goodwood Festival, Qa-
tar Tourism, Visit Qatar and 
Education Above All, partner 
QREC in this year’s renewal of 
the Festival. Their strong and 
active presence adds to the 
success of the annual event.

With over £5.3million in prize-money on offer across the five days, the International Festival commences on Tuesday (July 26), where the highlight is the Gr.1 Al Shaqab Goodwood Cup. First run in 1812, the two-mile 
contest is worth £500,000 and has housed innumerable champion stayers over the years.

Lady Princess winner of Qatar International Stakes 2021.

A view of the paddock area at the prestigious Qatar Goodwood Festival.

Records tumble in week to remember at Paris Premier Padel Major

PREMIER Padel, the of-
ficial global padel tour 
– governed by the Inter-
national Padel Federa-
tion (FIP) and backed 

by the Professional Padel As-
sociation (PPA) and Qatar 
Sports Investments (QSI) – 
created further sporting his-
tory as the first-ever Padel 
tournament took place at the 
iconic Stade Roland-Garros. 

The Greenweez Paris Pre-
mier Padel Major was won by 
top seeds Ale Galan and Juan 
Lebron in front of a record padel 
crowd on the world-famous the 
Phillip Chatrier Court.

In all, over 25,000 attend-
ees packed out Roland-Garros 
throughout the week, while 
the Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major was broadcast in 

175 global territories – both re-
cords for a padel tournament 
held in France. Broadcasters 
included Canal+, TVE, ESPN, 
beIN SPORTS, Sky Sports 
(across Italy, Germany and 
UK & Ireland), SuperSport, 
Viaplay, Arena and Cosmote.

Alongside the linear 
broadcasts, records also tum-
bled on the Premier Padel 
YouTube channel as close to 
2.5 million viewers tuned into 
the coverage over the duration 
of the tournament, which was 
up a quarter of a million on 
the Italy Premier Padel Major 
in May. Unique viewers on the 
platform were also up 21% in 
Paris, compared to the tourna-
ment at the Foro Italico.

The Paris Major also wel-
comed stars from the world 

of football with Dutch legend 
Ronald de Boer and Paris 
Saint-Germain players Achraf 
Hakimi, Leandro Paredes and 

Ander Herrera all in attend-
ance over the week at Stade 
Roland-Garros.

Additionally, and signifi-

cantly, the event also served as 
the official commencement of 
the partnership between the 
WHO Foundation and Premier 

Padel. The WHO Foundation 
CEO, Anil Soni, and Chief De-
velopment Officer, Eric Ber-
seth, attended the event for 
the formal partnership signing, 
which will herald close cooper-
ation in raising both awareness 
of – and funds for – key causes, 
and particularly with a focus on 
global mental health.

International Padel Feder-
ation spokesperson, said: “For 
the whole padel community, 
seeing our star players com-
peting in such an iconic venue 
like Roland Garros has been 
source for great satisfaction. 
The goal of the International 
Padel Federation is to keep 
growing and we know that to-
gether with our National Fed-
erations we are bringing padel 
to the highest level, making 

our dreams come true”.
Ziad Hammoud, Director 

of Premier Padel, said: “We are 
delighted with the amazing suc-
cess of this historic tournament 
at Stade Roland-Garros. We 
thank the International Padel 
Federation (FIP), la Fédéra-
tion française de Tennis (FFT), 
the Professional Padel Associa-
tion (PPA) and all partners for 
delivering a spectacular event, 
which placed the players at the 
heart of everything we do.” 

All attention now turns to 
Spain, with the Madrid Pre-
mier Padel P1 taking place 
from August 1st to 6th being 
the inaugural category two 
tournament; followed very 
quickly by the Argentina Pre-
mier Padel P1 which takes 
place from 8th to 14th August.
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Duplantis breaks own world pole vault  
record again with 6.21m at Oregon22
JESS WHITTINGTON
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

OLYMPIC champion Mondo 
Duplantis added a centimetre 
to his own world pole vault 
record to claim his first out-
door world title, soaring over 
6.21m* as the World Athlet-
ics Championships Oregon22 
came to a close on an incred-
ible high on Sunday (24).

The 22-year-old had im-
proved his own record mark 
to 6.20m when winning world 
indoor gold in Belgrade in 
March and he carried that 
remarkable form through to 
the outdoor championships at 
Hayward Field. Afterwards he 
insisted that he only had that 
medal in mind – the world 
record not his focus this time 
– but with victory secured at 
6.00m, he had the bar moved 
21 centimetres higher and 
took the title in sensational 
style.

It is the fifth time that 
Duplantis has improved the 
world record, the Swedish 
star first breaking it with his 
6.17m clearance in Torun in 
February 2020. That added a 
centimetre to the record set by 
Renaud Lavillenie in Donetsk 
in 2014.

But it is the first time that 
Duplantis has broken it out-
doors – the last time an out-
door performance led to a 
world record was when pole 
vault great Sergey Bubka 
soared over 6.14m in July 
1994, more than five years be-
fore Duplantis was even born.

Duplantis has now also 
overtaken Bubka when it comes 
to career six metre-plus clear-
ances, having managed that 
feat 48 times to Bubka’s 46.

“It is the medal I was miss-
ing,” said Duplantis, who had 
earlier cleared a champion-
ship record of 6.06m on his 
first attempt and received 
a world record cheque for 
US$100,000 along with his 
gold medal. 

“Usually, it (the world re-
cord) is always somewhere in 
the back of my mind, but to-
day I was focused on the win.”

In front of a passionate 
home crowd, USA’s Olympic 
silver medallist Chris Nilsen 

secured a world medal of the 
same colour after clearing 
5.94m. That height was also 
managed by Philippines’ Er-
nest John Obiena, who added 
a centimetre to his own Asian 
record to win bronze – the 
first ever World Champion-
ships medal for his nation.

Duplantis entered the 
competition at 5.70m and de-
cided to pass at 5.80m. 

The only blemish on his 
way to victory was a first-
time failure at 5.87m, but 
he soon regained composure 
with a huge clearance of that 
height on his second try, 

moving him into a share of 
the bronze medal position at 
that stage.

Sitting with a towel over 
his head, he waited for his 
turn to attempt 5.94m and 
achieved it on his first go, 
again with plenty of room to 
spare. Nilsen had been the 
first to clear that height and 
so Duplantis joined him at 
the top of the results board, 
the US champion also needing 
two tries at 5.87m.

Obiena placed 11th in last 
year’s Olympic final but he 
launched himself into the 
medals in Oregon with his 
Asian record performance. 
Clearing 5.94m on his second 
try, his podium place was con-

firmed when 2012 Olympic 
champion Lavillenie and Ger-
many’s Bo Kanda Lita Bae-
hre both failed their third at-
tempts at the height and 2016 
Olympic gold medallist Thi-
ago Braz was unable to make 
it over 6.00m, the Brazilian 
having passed straight to that 
attempt rather than try 5.94m 
for a third and final time.

Duplantis achieved the 
46th six metre-plus clearance 
of his career on his first try 
and then put his hands on his 
hips and nodded to the crowd 
before punching the air. He 
then clapped in support as 
Nilsen started off on his sec-
ond attempt at 6.00m, but it 
wasn’t to be, and Duplantis 

was confirmed as champion 
when both Nilsen and Obiena 
failed their third and final at-
tempts.

The bar then moved to a 
championship record height – 
6.06m to add a centimetre to 
the mark achieved by Austral-
ia’s Dmitri Markov in Edmon-
ton in 2001. Again, Duplantis 
made it look so easy – clear-
ing the bar on his first try and 
spreading his arms wide be-
fore bowing to the crowd.

There was no surprise as 
to what height he attempted 
next.

With the bar at 6.21m, 
all eyes were on the runway 
as Duplantis tried to launch 
himself skyward, but he 
aborted the attempt. He sat 
chatting with Lavillenie as 
he waited for his second go 
and then, with all other ac-

tion having concluded, he re-
turned to the track.

In the spotlight once 
again, the world watched as 
he launched himself up and 
over. As Duplantis fell, the bar 
stayed still and the pole vault 
star bounced straight back 
up before sprinting down the 
track and doing a forward flip 
in celebration.

Christopher Nilsen of the 
US won silver courtesy of a 
first try clearance at 5.94m, 
while Ernest John Obiena of 
the Philippines won a bronze 
after clearing the same height 
but requiring more attempts.

With a total of seven ath-
letes achieving 5.87m or 
higher and nine men clear-
ing 5.80m, it was the deepest 
men’s pole vault competition 
in history. 

 (World Athletics)

Sweden’s Armand Duplantis reacts as he sets a world record in the men’s pole vault final during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis dashes off in delight soon after breaking his own 
record in the men’s pole vault at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, 
USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis celebrates winning his father Greg at Hayward Field 
in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis of Team Sweden during a press conference at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

 It is the medal I was missing. Usually, it (the world 
record) is always somewhere in the back of my mind, but 
today I was focused on the win..

Armand Duplantis of Sweden

Exciting final day in Eugene as records fall
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

HURDLER Tobi Amusan and 
pole vaulter Mondo Duplantis 
set new world records in a busy 
last day of action at the World 
Athletics Championships in 
Eugene, Oregon on Sunday.

Amusan smashed the 
women’s 100 metres hurdles 
world record clocking 12.12 
seconds in the semi-finals 
before bettering herself with 
12.06s in the final to win a 
maiden gold for Nigeria in the 
discipline.

A tailwind above the 2-me-
tres-per second limit recorded 
during the final meant that her 
world record from the semi-
finals would be the one left 
standing.

Jamaica’s Britany Ander-
son beat Puerto Rico’s Jas-
mine Camacho-Quinn to silver 
as they both finished in 12.23s.

Later, Olympic champion 
Duplantis broke his own pole 
vault world record yet again 
with an incredible 6.21 metre 
clearance to close the Oregon 
world championships with a 
bang and win his first outdoor 
world title.

The 22-year-old Swedish 
vaulter had already secured 
a gold medal when he set a 
championship record with a 
6.06m leap when he proceed-
ed to clear the bar set at 6.21m 
at the second time of asking.

On the track, the hosts 
closed the competition with 
two dominant victories in the 
4x400 metres relays.

In the men’s race, 400m 
champion Michael Norman 
gave the US an insurmountable 
lead in the second leg, with the 
American quartet finishing in 
2 minutes 56.17 seconds, 2.41s 
ahead of Jamaica. Belgium 
earned a bronze with 2:58.72.

Moments later, Olym-
pic gold medallist and 400m 
hurdles champion Sydney 
McLaughlin secured the US a 
double 4x400m gold, anchor-
ing the US to a 3:17.79 finish.

In a three-horse race, Ja-
maica overtook Great Britain 
in the third leg to finish in 
3:20.74.

The US women’s win 
meant that world champion-
ship record medallist Allyson 
Felix, who ran in Saturday’s 
preliminary heat, won a sur-

prise 20th medal days after 
winning a bronze in the 4x400-
metre mixed relay, in what was 
believed would be the 36-year-
old’s last race before an unex-
pected call back to Eugene.

In the women’s 800m, 

Tokyo Olympic gold medal-
list Athing Mu of the US set a 
world record to win a maiden 
outdoor world title in 1 min-
ute 56.30 seconds, edging 
Britain’s Keely Hodgkinson, 
who crossed the line just .08 

seconds later. Kenya’s Mary 
Moraa took home the bronze 
with 1:56.71.

Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigt-
sen overcame the disappoint-
ment of missing out on an ex-
pected gold in the 1,500m on 

Tuesday by winning his first 
world title in the 5,000m with 
13:09.24 in a dominant per-
formance.

Kenya’s Jacob Krop won 
silver with 13:09.98, while 
Uganda’s Oscar Chelimo 

sprinted to bronze in the home 
stretch to finish in 13:10.20.

Olympic champion Malai-
ka Mihambo of Germany 
claimed a second long jump 
world title after almost miss-
ing the cut following two un-
successful attempts to start 
the event.

The 28-year-old breathed 
a sigh of relief thanks to a 
6.98m jump at the third time 
of asking before taking the 
lead with a 7.09m effort in her 
fourth attempt. 

She then closed off pro-
ceedings with a 7.12m last 
jump to defend her 2019 Doha 
title. Nigeria’s Ese Brume se-
cured silver with 7.02m, while 
bronze went to Brazil’s Leticia 
Oro Melo.

In the decathlon, world 
record holder Kevin Mayer of 
France held on in the 1,500m 
clocking 4:42.77 to win his 
second world title with 8,816 
points, while Canada’s Pierce 
LePage won silver 115 points 
behind, and Zachery Ziemek 
of the US closed the podium 
with 8,676.

Earlier on Sunday, Italy’s 
Massimo Stano won the first 
35 kilometre walk at a world 
championships when he tri-
umphed by just a second over 
Japan’s Masatora Kawano.

The Olympic champion 
over 20km completed the 
course in 2 hours 23.14 sec-
onds, followed by Kawano, 
who crossed in 2:23:15.

Sweden’s Perseus Karl-
ström picked up bronze with a 
personal best of 2:23:44.

Gold medallist Nigeria’s Tobi Amusan poses on the podium during the 
medal ceremony for the women’s 100m hurdles at the World Athletics 
Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Gold medalists Abby Steiner, Talitha Diggs, Sydney McLaughlin, and Britton Wilson of Team United States 
celebrate after winning the women’s 4x400m relay final on day ten of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Malaika Mihambo of Germany celebrates winning the women’s long 
jump gold at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)

Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen celebrates winning the men’s 5000m 
gold at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)
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PARIS mayor Anne Hidalgo 
confirmed discussions are on-
going that could lead to the 
2024 Tour de France finishing 
outside the French capital.

Since 1975, the final stage 
of the Tour has traditionally 
concluded on the famous Av-
enue des Champs-Élysées, 
and that was where Jonas 
Vingegaard sealed his race tri-
umph on Sunday.

The 2024 Tour is sched-
uled to be held between June 
29 and July 21 – its end date 
coming just five days before 
the Olympic Games begin in 
the French capital.

It has been reported that 
the 111th edition of the race 
will begin in Tuscany. Nice has 
been touted as a potential al-
ternative final destination to 
Paris, and Hidalgo revealed 
she is in talks with Tour direc-
tor Christian Prudhomme.

Asked whether the 2024 
Tour would conclude in the 
French capital, she told Le 
Parisien: “We’ll see. This is a 
subject we are discussing with 
Christian [Prudhomme]. It is 
an important subject.

“The arrival of the Tour 
will almost coincide with 
the opening of the Olympic 
Games. We work together in-
telligently on alternative solu-
tions. We are pragmatic. We’ll 

find a solution. The opening 
of the Games is July 26, 2024. 
This means that during the 
preceding weeks, the Place de 

la Concorde will have to or-
ganise itself.” 

“The large city centre 
square, at the eastern end of 

the Champs-Élysées is due to 
be given a major overhaul for 
the Olympics.

“The question of the ab-

sence of the Champs-Élysées 
on the Tour is not taboo,” said 
Hidalgo. “We will communi-
cate in due time.”
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 Quick read

CARLOS Alcaraz has his sights set on climbing to the summit of the 
ATP rankings after becoming the youngest player to crack the top five 
since Rafael Nadal. The Spaniard was downed in the Hamburg Euro-
pean Open final by Lorenzo Musetti over the weekend but nevertheless 
saw a rise in his stature to a career-high position of fifth on Monday. In 
doing so, it makes the 19-year-old the second-youngest male to break 
into the top five this century, trailing only Nadal and bettering Novak 
Djokovic by a matter of months. “It means a lot,” Alcaraz stated. “The 
hard work that I put in every day for reaching my dreams, [number] 
1, and little by little I’m reaching my dream. “Top five for me is pretty 
amazing and I will keep going to be [number] 1.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Alcaraz becomes youngest player since 
Nadal to crack ATP top five

World Athletics to introduce 200m-1,500m 
repechage rounds at 2024 Olympics

DPA

REPECHAGE rounds will be 
introduced in track events be-
tween 200 and 1,500 metres 
at the 2024 Olympics in Paris, 
the ruling body World Athlet-
ics said on Monday.

A statement said that the 
repechage rounds will replace 
qualification via fastest times 
for the semi-finals for athletes 
who don’t advance via their 
placing.

The new format will be 
used in the 200m, 400m, 
800m, 1,500m, 100m/110m 
hurdles and 400m hurdles at 
the Paris Games which now 
have four rounds: first round, 
repechage, semi-finals, final.

It is not used in the 100m 

which already has four rounds 
because of a preliminary 
round before the first round. It 
is also not used in the 3,000m 
steeplechase and 5,000m 
because athletes won’t have 
enough recovery time between 
rounds.

“We believe this is an in-
novation which will make pro-
gression in these events more 
straightforward for athletes 
and will build anticipation for 
fans and broadcasters,” World 
Athletics president Sebastian 
Coe said.

“The repechage rounds 
will give more exposure to our 
sport during the peak Olym-
pic period and will be care-
fully scheduled to ensure that 
every event on our Olympic 

programme retains its share of 
the spotlight.” 

The statement said that the 
final regulations and timetable 
will be announced “well in ad-
vance” of the Paris Olympics.

Budapest entry standards
The Council also approved en-
try standards for the 10,000m, 
marathon, combined events 
and race walk at the World 
Athletics Championships Bu-
dapest 23, which will be held 
19-27 August next year.

The entry standards are 
projected to provide 50% of 
the quota in each event and 
were determined by statistical 
analysis of recent years´ per-
formance levels. The remain-

ing quota in each event will 
qualify either through world 
rankings, finishing position at 
designated competitions or by 
wild card.

10,000m
It is possible to qualify for the 
10,000m through a 10km per-
formance, and for world rank-
ing purposes, the 10km road 
event is considered equal to 
the 10,000m.

Marathon
The top five finishers at the 
Platinum Label marathons 
held during the qualification 
period and the winners of the 
Gold Label marathons held in 
2023 are all considered quali-
fied in the marathon.

USA’s Noah Lyles (L), USA’s Athing Mu (2nd R), World Athletics president Sebastian Coe (R) and USA’s Kara 
Winger do a relay during the closing ceremony of the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Record number of 
countries win gold 
medals at worlds

THE World Athletics 
Championships Or-
egon22 provided ideal 
conditions for the best 
track and field athletes in 

the world to shine on a global 
stage, with exhilarating and 
record-breaking performanc-
es by both individual athletes 
and national teams.

More than 1700 athletes 
from 179 countries (plus the 
Athlete Refugee Team) have 
competed in Oregon, watched 
by almost 150,000 ticketed 
spectators, and producing 
three world records.

In terms of performance, 
this will go down as the most 
universal edition in the history 
of the global event.

The record for the num-
ber of countries winning gold 
medals at one championships 
has been broken, with 29 
countries taking turns on the 
top step of the podium, com-
pared with 26 in 2017.

More countries than ever 
before have had athletes reach 
the finals of events in Oregon. 
The list of 81 countries is up 
from 76 countries in Doha 
in 2019, with Liberia, Niger, 
Pakistan, Samoa, Philippines 
and Guatemala reaching a fi-
nal for the first time in World 
Championships history.

Underlying the diversity 
and global reach of track and 
field, every continental area 
features at least two world 
champions, while Peru, Ka-
zakhstan and Nigeria won 
their first ever gold medals, 
and India and Burkina Faso 
also had their best ever medal 
performances (silver).

The USA team broke the 
record for the most medals at 
a single championships, earn-
ing 33 in total, 13 of them gold.

That tally was strength-
ened by medal sweeps in the 
men’s 100m, 200m and shot 
put. Jamaica, meanwhile, 
achieved a medal sweep of its 
own, taking all three medals in 
the women’s 100m.

Peru’s Kimberly Garcia 
has been the top individual 
performer of the champion-
ships, landing double gold in 
the women’s race walks. Had 
she been entered as a separate 
team, she would place seventh 
on the medals table.

Beyond the dominant per-
formers, there have also been 
many close finishes and com-
petitive finals. Just two hun-
dredths of a second separated 
the medallists in the men’s 

100m. 
The women’s 10,000m also 

produced a close and thrilling 
finish, and the men’s shot put 
once again provided an excit-
ing crescendo. Even the men’s 
35km race walk went down to 
the wire, with just one second 
separating gold from silver.

Other performance milestones 
achieved at Oregon 
n World records from Sydney 
McLaughlin in the 400m hur-
dles (50.68), Tobi Amusan in 
the 100m hurdles (12.12) and 
Mondo Duplantis in the pole 
vault (6.21m)
n 13 championship records and 
30 world-leading performances
n 3 world records, 19 area 
records, 92 national records, 1 
world U20 record
n The fastest ever marathons at 
a major championships
n The first time that three wom-
en have broken nine minutes for 
the 3000m steeplechase

‘French Grand Prix best race  
of the year for Mercedes’

STATS PERFORM/DPA

MERCEDES TRACKSIDE 
engineering director Andrew 
Shovlin declared the French 
Grand Prix as the team’s “best 
race of the year” after a first 
double podium of 2022.

Lewis Hamilton imme-
diately overtook Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez at the start of the 
race and rose to second follow-
ing the retirement of Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc - securing his 
fourth consecutive podium 
and marking his 300th career 
race in style.

Meanwhile, George Rus-
sell enjoyed a thrilling bat-
tle with Perez in the closing 
stages and leapt ahead after a 
late virtual safety car, though 
he felt he should have been 
handed the position earlier in 
the race after a collision with 
the Mexican.

Hamilton’s runner-up fin-
ish behind world champion 
Max Verstappen of Red Bull 
was Mercedes’ best result of 
the season after seven third-
place finishes in earlier races.

Mercedes’ performances on 
race day has consistently been 

better than free practice and 
qualifying, with Hamilton and 
Russell the only drivers on the 
grid to have improved on their 
start position in every race they 
have completed in 2022.

At the Circuit Paul Ricard, 
that trend continued as the 
team bounced back after a dis-
appointing qualifying session 
where they were well off the 
pace of their rivals, but Shov-
lin believes the performance in 
Sunday’s race was testament 
to how far they have come.

“That was our best race of 

the year and really pleasing to 
see both drivers racing at the 
front,” he said.

“We know that we’ve got a 
long road ahead of us but com-
pared to where we were a cou-
ple of months ago in Monaco 
and Baku, it’s really satisfying 
to see the team and drivers 
having a bit of fun again.  

“The weekend hasn’t been 
easy, our qualifying positions 
weren’t far off expectation, but 
the gaps to Charles and Max 
were eye-opening.  

“We’d hoped that the car 

would be kind on the tyres to-
day, the conditions were very 
tough given the circuit and 
the temperature but degrada-
tion was good and whilst we 
are lacking a bit of pace, we 
at least seemed a bit stronger 
towards the end of the stints.” 

The teams are straight 
back into it as the Hungarian 
Grand Prix takes place next 
week, with Shovlin suggesting 
Mercedes will push for further 
improvement ahead of the 
summer break.

“We’ve only got a couple of 

days to try and regroup and pre-
pare for Budapest,” he added. 
“Hard work has got us to a level 
where we can fight for a place on 
the podium but we want to be 
fighting for the top step.

“We’ve got one race to go 
before the summer break so 
we will be pushing hard to try 
and finish the first half of the 
season on a high note.”

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton races during the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit 
Paul-Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

(from L) second placed Mer-
cedes’ British driver Lewis Hamil-
ton, Red Bull’s technical director 
French Pierre Wache, race winner 
Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen, and third placed 
Mercedes’ British driver George 
Russell, pose on the podium of 
the French Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard in 
Le Castellet, southern France, on 
Sunday. (AFP)
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Medals Tally
RANK  NATION G  S B  TOTAL
1 USA 13 9 11 33
2 Ethiopia 4 4 2 10
3 Jamaica 2 7 1 10
4 Kenya 2 5 3 10
5 China 2 1 3 6
6 Australia 2 0 1 3
7 Peru 2 0 0 2
8 Poland 1 3 0 4
9 Canada 1 2 1 4
9 Japan 1 2 1 4
11 Britain&NI 1 1 5 7
12 Norway 1 1 1 3
13 D Rep  1 1 0 2
13 Grenada 1 1 0 2
13 Nigeria 1 1 0 2
16 Belgium 1 0 2 3
16 Sweden 1 0 2 3
16 Uganda 1 0 2 3
19 Brazil 1 0 1 2
19 Germany 1 0 1 2
19 Italy 1 0 1 2
22 Bahamas 1 0 0 1
22 France 1 0 0 1
22 K’zakhstan 1 0 0 1
22 Morocco 1 0 0 1
22 Portugal 1 0 0 1
22 Qatar 1 0 0 1
22 Slovenia 1 0 0 1
22 Venezuela 1 0 0 1
33 India 0 1 0 1
40 P’ppines 0 0 1 1

The pack of riders compete as the French elite acrobatic flying team “Patrouille de France” (PAF) flies over the Champs-Elysees during the 21st 
and final stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 115,6 km between La Defense Arena in Nanterre, outside Paris, and the 
Champs-Elysees in Paris, France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Tour de France could finish outside Paris in 2024



AGENCIES

Up against Gamba Osaka 
in their third and final game in 
Japan, Les Parisiens picked up 
a third successive win, thereby 
consolidating their current 
momentum with a 6-2 victory 
at the Suita stadium in Osaka 
on Sunday. 

Neymar Jr firstly won a 
penalty with a devastating 
turn – a penalty that he took 
it upon himself to convert 
with his usual ease (0-2, 31’), 
just before the hosts reduced 
the deficit through Keisuke 
Kurokawa (1-2, 34’). 

Nuno Mendes then got 
on the end of a switch of play 
from Vitinha to bag Paris’s 
third goal with a rocket that 
flew across goal and into the 
corner of the net (1-3, 37’) be-
fore Messi, having been played 

in by Neymar Jr, extended his 
side’s lead (1-4, 39’).

In the second half, the two 

players swapped roles and did 
it all over again. This time, 
Messi turned provider for 

Neymar Jr, who scored into an 
empty net after bamboozling 
the ‘keeper (1-5, 60’) – a job 

well done. The valiant Gamba 
Osaka players didn’t give up, 
though, as demonstrated by 

Hiroto Yamami’s goal (2-5, 
70’). Kylian Mbappé, who had 
put on the captain’s armband, 
made his presence known with 

a hatful of lightning-fast runs, 
winning a penalty as a result of 
one of them and then convert-
ing it with authority (1-6, 85’).

Paris Saint-Germain forward Kylian Mbappe (C) shoots the ball past 
Gamba Osaka defenders during PSG’s Japan Tour football match 
against Gamba Osaka at Suita stadium in Osaka on Monday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (L) shakes hands with 
Gamba Osaka Japanese goalkeeper Masaaki Higashiguchi (R) after 
his penalty kick. (AFP)

PSGs Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (C) and Brazilian forward Ney-
mar (R) at Suita stadium in Osaka on Monday. (AFP)

PSG finish Japan tour on a high against Gamba Osaka

Pitch invaders to 
get automatic bans 

in England
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

PITCH invaders at Premier 
League and English Football 
League matches will receive 
an automatic club ban under 
new measures to tackle in-
creased anti-social behaviour 
among fans.

Concerns were raised 
about safety issues at football 
grounds following a series of 
incidents which marred the 
end of last season.

Supporters who carry or 
use pyrotechnics or smoke 
bombs will now receive an au-
tomatic club ban and offenders 
reported to the police, while 
clubs also face tougher policies 
and stronger sanctions.

The Football Supporters’ 
Association has backed the 
new measures, which are be-
ing jointly launched by the 
Football Association, Premier 
League and English Football 
League from the start of the 
2022-23 campaign.

FA chief executive Mark 
Bullingham said in statement 
Monday: “The rise in anti-so-
cial behaviour that we saw in 
stadiums at the end of last sea-
son was entirely unacceptable 

and put people’s safety at risk.
“Together, English football 

has introduced new measures 
and stronger sanctions to send 
out a clear message that we will 
not tolerate this type of illegal 
and dangerous behaviour.

“It is the responsibility of 
everyone in the game, includ-
ing governing bodies, clubs, 
players, coaches, and fans, to 
ensure that we all play our part 
in protecting our game and 
each other.” Nottingham For-
est fan Robert Biggs was jailed 
in May after headbutting Shef-
field United striker Billy Sharp 
during the Championship 
play-offs, while Aston Villa 
keeper Robin Olsen was as-
saulted at Manchester City on 
the final day of the season.

In another high-profile 
incident during a pitch inva-
sion, Crystal Palace manager 
Patrick Vieira kicked out at an 
Everton supporter after being 
goaded at Goodison Park.

Football authorities are 
working with police forces and 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
“to establish a new principle” 
for cases relating to entering 
the pitch without permission, as 
well as incidents involving pyro-
technics and smoke bombs.

Supporters who carry or use pyrotechnics or smoke bombs will now 
receive an automatic club ban and offenders reported to the police, 
while clubs also face tougher policies and stronger sanctions.

Salman battles for Pak as spinners 
put Sri Lanka in command at  Galle

ICC
GALLE

AFTER posting a strong total, 
the Sri Lankan spinners spun 
a web around the Pakistan bat-
ters to extend their dominance 
on day two of the second Test 
in Galle.

With just four wickets in 
hand at the start of the day, Sri 
Lanka did well to add on some 
useful runs.

They played most of the 
first session building towards 
a solid total, adding 63 runs. 
Niroshan Dickwella, who was 
on 42* overnight, celebrated 
his 22nd Test fifty soon after 
Dunith Wellalage’s departure. 
Dickwella perished for 51 but 
Sri Lanka still had some fight 
left in them.

Ramesh Mendis turned 
on the heat and smashed four 
fours and a six to help Sri Lan-
ka post a competitive 378.

Sri Lanka got off to a ter-
rific start with Asitha Fer-
nando removing Abdullah 
Shafique on the second ball of 
Pakistan’s innings. Shafique, 
whose brilliant knock in the 
first Test gave the visitors a 
comprehensive victory, got a 
thick inside edge while pok-
ing at a good length delivery 
that rattled his off and middle 
stumps.

Pakistan went to lunch at 
15/1 but soon after the break 
lost Babar Azam, who also 
dragged one onto the stumps 
off Prabath Jayasuriya. At 35/2, 
Pakistan were in deep trouble. 
Imam-ul-Haq continued to 
fight but was the third batter 
to get bowled after leaving day-
light between his bat and pad.

With Pakistan three down, 
it was Ramesh Mendis’ turn to 
shine with the ball. The bowler 
spun the ball brilliantly. He 
got Mohammad Rizwan with a 
sharp spinning delivery, which 
Rizwan completely misjudged 
and was rapped on the pads. 
He asked for a review but with 
no inside edge, the lbw was as 
plumb as they get.

After the tea break, Men-
dis’ attack continued. He 
broke Fawad Alam’s (24) re-
sistance with another plumb 
lbw and then forced Moham-
mad Nawaz (12) to edge a flat-
ter delivery to the keeper to 
reduce Pakistan to 145/6.

In only his third Test, 28-year-old Salman Ali Agha played an innings to remem-

ber. Coming in at No.6, when 
Pakistan were 88/4, Agha 
dropped anchor to frustrate 
the Sri Lanka bowlers. 

He had a nervy start and 
a tough time against Ramesh 
Mendis and Jayasuriya but 
as the game progressed, his 
defending skills got better. 
He broke free off Jayasuriya, 
slamming him for a four and a 
six - the first maximum of the 
match. He got his maiden Test 
fifty in 93 balls.

Just on the stroke of 
stumps, Pakistan were dealt 
with a body blow with Jayas-
uriya scalping Agha off what 
turned out to be the final ball 
of the day.

Sri Lanka’s Prabath Jayasuriya (2R) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Pakistan’s Agha Salman (R) during the second day of 
the second Test at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. Salman, playing only in his second Test, made 62. (AFP)

Pak 191-7  
in reply to  
hosts’ 378

Sri Lanka (1st innings Overnight 315-6)
N. Dickwella c Rizwan b Naseem  51
D. Wellalage c Azam b Naseem  11
R. Mendis b Yasir  35
P. Jayasuriya lbw b Yasir  8
A. Fernando not out  4
Extras (b4, lb5, nb12)  21
Total: (All out, 103 overs)  378
Fall of wickets: 7-327 (Wellalage), 8-333 
(Dickwella), 9-353 (Jayasuriya), 10-378 (R. 
Mendis).
Bowling: Hasan 17-3-59-0 (nb1), Naseem 
18-3-58-3 (nb7), Nauman 21-2-64-1 (nb2), 
Agha 6-0-25-0 (nb1), Nawaz 19-3-80-2, Yasir 
22-2-83-3 (nb1).
Pakistan (1st innings)
A. Shafique b A. Fernando  0

Imam-ul-Haq b de Silva  32
B. Azam b Jayasuriya  16
M. Rizwan lbw b R. Mendis  24
F. Alam lbw b R. Mendis  24
A. Salman c de Silva b Jayasuriya  62
M. Nawaz c Dickwella b R. Mendis  12
Y. Shah not out  13
Extras: (b8)  8
Total: (For 7 wickets, 69.4 overs)  191
Yet to bat: H. Ali, N. Ali, N. Shah.
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Shafique), 2-35 (Azam), 
3-65 (Imam-ul-Haq), 4-88 (Rizwan), 5-119 
(Fawad), 6-145 (Nawaz), 7-191 (Salman).
Bowling: A. Fernando 14-1-49-1, Jayasuriya 
27.4-7-59-2, R. Mendis 18-5-42-3, De Silva 
4-0-15-1, Wellalage 6-1-18-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Rohit praises India’s performance
ANI

MUMBAI

INDIA skipper Rohit Sharma 
on Monday praised Team 
India for their strong perfor-
mance against West Indies in 
the second ODI.

Half-centuries from 
Shreyas Iyer, Sanju Samson 
and Axar Patel helped Team 
India win the second ODI of 
the three-match series against 
West Indies by two wickets here 
at Queens Park Oval stadium in 
Port of Spain on Sunday. 

Rohit also praised all-
rounder Axar Patel, known as 
‘Bapu’ among fans, who scored 
an unbeaten 64 to guide Team 
India to victory.

“Woah that was some per-
formance from team India last 
night. Bapu badhu Saru che @
akshar2026 @bcci,” tweeted 
Rohit.

India has now taken a win-
ning 2-0 lead in the series.

Batting first, top knocks 

from Shai Hope and captain 
Nicholas Pooran powered 
West Indies to a massive 311/6 
at the end of 50 overs in the 
second ODI of three-match se-
ries here at Queen’s Park Oval 
in Port of Spain on Sunday.

The WI batters had a great 
day with the bat as openers 
Hope and Kyle Mayers (39) 
gave a solid start. 

Later, more bigger part-
nerships followed, notably be-
tween Hope (115) and Pooran 

(74), who put on 117 runs. 
Though Shardul Thakur took 
three wickets and restricted 
the run flow to an extent in the 
final ten overs, Indian bowlers 
did not have many positives to 
walk away with.

Struggling at 79/3 while 
chasing 312, a 99-run stand 
between Iyer (63) and Samson 
(54) provided stability to their 
innings. 

In the end contributions 
from Deepak Hooda (33) and 
Axar Patel (64*) proved to be 
extremely vital in taking the 
visitors to a win.

 West Indies lost control 
of the match despite send-
ing back the top order in the 
early stages of the match and 
despite posting a huge total on 
the board themselves.

Notably, Rohit Sharma 
will join Team India for the 
five-match T20I series against 
West Indies which will take 
place after the ongoing ODI se-
ries from July 29 to August 7.

Axar Patel (behind) and Mohammed Siraj of India celebrate winning 
the 2nd ODI against West Indies at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Sunday. (AFP)

Team Qatar off to Jordan for West Asia TT 

Qatar’s table tennis team left Doha to Jordan to participate in the Wes Asia Table Tennis Championship 
which gets under way in Amman on Tuesday. The tournament brings together, hosts Jordan, Qatar,  Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Oman, Yemen, Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Iraq. The 
tournament will coincide with a series of significant General Assembly meetings of West Asia Table Tennis 
Federation and Arab Table Tennis Association.
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