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Five-day Qatar Goodwood Festival 
Meeting set for spectacular start

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of con-
gratulations to President 
Bayram Begay on the occa-
sion of his taking the consti-
tutional oath as President 
of the Republic of Albania, 
wishing him success and 
the relations between the 
two countries further devel-
opment and growth.

Amir greets 
Albanian prez

SHEIKHA ASMA SCALES 
 WORLD’S SECOND  

HIGHEST SUMMIT K2

QNA
DOHA

QATARI mountaineer Sheikha 
Asma Al Thani continues 
to shatter records in her 
ground-breaking Beyond 
Boundaries journey to inspire 
others to unlock their own 
potential, as her latest K2 
ascent adds to a growing 
tally of historic achievements 
during the current mountain-

eering season.
Sheikha Asma has set 

a climbing record by becom-
ing the first Arab to scale six 
peaks above 8,000 metres. 
The latest in her string of 
summits is Pakistan’s Mount 
K2, the world’s second highest 
peak at 8,611 metres. 

“Mountaineering legend 
Sheikha Asma bint Thani Al 
Thani becomes the first Arab 
to scale 6 of the 8000er after 

reaching the world’s second 
highest summit, K2 in Paki-
stan at 8,611 metres,” the 
QOC tweet said.

Beyond Boundaries is 
Sheikha Asma’s journey to 
complete the Explorers Grand 
Slam and summit the worlds 
14 eight-thousanders in the 
Himalayan and Karakoram 
mountain ranges. 

Local dates festival to kick off in Souq Waqif tomorrow
QNA
DOHA

THE Seventh Local Dates Fes-
tival in Qatar for 2022 season 
is set to start on Wednesday 
(July 27) in cooperation with 
Souq Waqif Services Centre.

Organised by the Ministry 
of Municipality represented 
by the Department of Agricul-
tural Affairs, the festival will 
continue until August 10, with 
the participation of a wide 
range of local farms.

The event is aimed at 
supporting and encouraging 
the domestic production of 
national products, including 
dates in conjunction with the 

season of dates production in 
Qatar.

It also shows Qatar’s 
strenuous efforts dedicated to 
achieving food security, com-
mitment to developing agri-
culture sector and palm trees, 
supporting farms owners and 
those interested in dates cul-
tivation.

The Director of the Agri-
cultural Affairs Department 
Yousuf Khalid Al Khulaifi 
affirmed that the festival in-
tends to promote the produc-
tion of dates and encourage 
the owners of local farms to 
further offer and market their 
their dates directly to the 
beneficiaries which would re-

flect positively on their sales 
volume and strengthen their 
abilities to increase produc-
tion and upgrade the market-
ing methods. 

He pointed out that the 
festival is an opportunity to 
exchange experiences be-
tween the palm farmers to 
increase the area of the cul-
tivated lands and contribute 
to developing this sector and 
subsequently produce the 
best cultivars.

Director of Souq Waqif 
Mohammed Al Salem said  
that a suitable venue of the 
festival has been selected, 
which is entirely equipped 
with the necessary struc-

tures, including the camp in 
which the festival will be held 
at Souq Waqif’s Al Ahmad 
Square. 

The festival will open its 
doors for the audiences from 
3 pm until 9 pm except Friday 
on when  the doors will open 
from 1 pm until 10 pm.

More than 80 farms are 
participating in this festival 
where the entire participat-
ing entities will roll out their 
production from various cul-
tivars of local dates.

The festival’s organising 
committee has determined 
several requirements and 
prerequisites for the enti-
ties that are willing to par-

ticipate, including that the 
entities should make sure 
that the dates are good, clean 
and free of insects, while a 
team of professionals from 
Department of Agricultural 
Affairs will embark on col-
lecting samples of the dates 
for further examination and 
analysis to ensure that they 
are free of hazardous materi-
als, including pesticide resi-
dues.

The committee also af-
firmed its commitment to 
pursuing the precaution-
ary measures to reduce the 
spread of Coronavirus, calling 
on the audience to adhere to 
the precautionary measures.The dates festival will continue until August 10 at the Souq Waqif.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR and the US have dis-
cussed ways to strengthenin 
cooperation to achieve region-
al security and stability.

This came as the Qatar— 
US Military Consultative 
Commission held its periodic 
meetings at the headquarters 
of the Ministry of Defence at 
Al Udaid Air Base.

The meetings were chaired 
from the Qatari side by Staff 
Brigadier General Abdelaziz 
Saleh Al Sulaiti, Head of Inter-

national Military Cooperation 
Authority, and from the US 
side by Mrs Dana Stroul, Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary Of De-
fense For Middle East Affairs 
at the Department of Defense. 

 During the meetings, topics 
of mutual interest for both sides, 
and ways of strengthening and 
developing them and their im-

portance in achieving regional 
security and stability, were dis-
cussed.  Additionally, the two 
sides discussed the participa-
tion of the US in securing World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and military 
sales programmes.  Many high-
ranking officers from Qatar 
Armed Forces and US forces 
attended the meeting.

Qatar, US discuss ways 
to achieve regional  

security and stability
Two sides discuss 
participation of 
US in securing the 
FIFA World Cup

Qatar— US Military Consultative Commission held its periodic  
meetings at Al Udaid Air Base. 

UNIVERSITY of Doha for Science and Technology (UDST) has 
signed a memorandum of understanding with Mowasalat 
(Karwa). The agreement sets a framework for cooperation and 
ongoing projects between both entities. This includes conduct-
ing research and development studies, particularly in the areas 
of road safety and technology. UDST and Mowasalat (Karwa) will 
perform many trainings exchange and professional development 
programs focused on health, safety, environment, and train the 
trainer model. Mowasalat (Karwa) will also offer UDST students 
the chance to conduct their internships at its premises and will 
support UDST graduates with employment opportunities.  The 
organisation will also take part in the university’s career fair and 
will cooperate with UDST and its students on events and aware-
ness campaigns that tackle road safety such as Traffic Week 
and Mowater event. (QNA) PAGE 3

UDST joins hand with  
Karwa on road safety

UNSETTLED weather, marked by 
chances of rain, is expected in 
the country from Tuesday until 
the end of the week, the Qatar 
Meteorology Department (QMD) 
has said. 

The cloud cover is expected 
to increase gradually from Tues-
day evening due to the exten-
sion of a low-pressure system, 
with chances of scattered rain 
in intermittent periods - rang-
ing mostly between light and 
moderate in intensity, it added. 
The rain may become thundery 
in some places at times dur-
ing this period accompanied by 
strong downdraft winds and low 
horizontal visibility inshore and 
offshore. (TNN)

Unsettled weather 
conditions likely 
from today: QMD

Discover Qatar extends Whale Sharks of Qatar daily tour
BUILDING on a successful launch, Discover Qatar has 
extended the Whale Sharks of Qatar tour which offers 
guests an awe-inspiring experience while travelling in 
luxury and comfort. Since the first sailing on June 3, 2022, 
Discover Qatar has carried over 250 passengers on the 
‘Whale Sharks of Qatar - Daily Explorer’ and continues to 
provide guests the chance to embark on a unique journey 
to observe one of the largest congregations of the world’s 
largest living fish – the Whale Shark. Qatar Airways Group 
Chief Executive and Chairman of Qatar Tourism, His Excel-
lency Akbar Al Baker, said: “We are delighted to announce 
the extension of this tour after much success during the last 
two months. This tour offers a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for our guests to connect with nature in Qatar through this 
unparalleled experience. We look forward to welcoming more 
guests before the end of the season.” (TNN) PAGE 16

QNA
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
held a phone call on Monday 
evening with his brother HE 
retired Lieutenant General 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al Ah-
mad Al Sabah during which he 
expressed his congratulations 
on the occasion of the appoint-
ment of Sheikh Ahmad as Prime 
Minister of the sisterly State of 
Kuwait, wishing him success 
and relations between the two 
brotherly countries further devel-
opment and growth.

PM congratulates 
Kuwaiti counterpart

Continued on page 2 
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Deputy Amir sends greetings to Albanian 
president

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President Bayram 
Begay on the occasion of his taking the constitutional oath as 
president of Albania. (QNA)

Quick read

MoCI recalls 2018 
Ford Raptor model
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in collab-
oration with Almana Motors 
Company, Qatar’s Ford dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of Ford Raptor vehicles, 2018 
model, due to a defect on the 
rear tailgate latch, which caus-
es it not to function properly in 
some of the affected vehicles.

The recall campaign, ac-
cording to the Ministry, was 
part of its ongoing efforts to 

protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.

The Ministry stated that 
it would work with the dealer 
to monitor maintenance and 
repair work and communicate 
with customers to ensure that 
necessary repairs were made.

All customers are encour-
aged to report any violations to 
the Ministry’s Consumer Pro-
tection and Combating Com-
mercial Fraud Department, 
which handles complaints, in-
quiries, and suggestions.

Qatar participated in the inauguration ceremony of Bajram Begaj as President of Albania in Tirana on 
Monday. Qatar was represented at the inauguration ceremony by Ambassador of Qatar to Albania HE 
Ali bin Hamad Al Marri. (QNA)

Qatar, Britain discuss media 
cooperation, World Cup 2022
ADVISER to the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Dr. Majed bin Mo-
hammed Al Ansari on Monday 
met with the UK Government 
Spokesperson to the Middle 
East and North Africa HE Rosie 
Dyas via videoconferencing.

During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries, 
ways to enhance cooperation in 
the media and the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup Qatar, and the latest 
regional developments.

The Foreign Ministry’s 
Spokesperson stressed that 
the State of Qatar welcomes 
the British fans in the World 
Cup, noting the readiness of 
the State of Qatar to organise 

a unique and safe tournament.
He pointed out that the 

championship will reflect the 
region’s legacy, considering 
that the State of Qatar’s host-
ing of the championship means 
that it is for all Arabs.

The FIFA World Cup will 
be held in the winter, from No-
vember 18 to December 21, for 
the first time in history.

The competition will begin 
on Monday, November 21, and 
will end less than a month lat-
er, with the final scheduled for 
Sunday, December 18, which 
also happens to be Qatar’s Na-
tional Day. The FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022TM will be one 
of the most compact tourna-
ments ever held, with fans able 
to watch up to two live matches 
per day. (QNA)

Qatar Charity provides drinking water 
to drought-affected people in Somalia
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS part of its efforts to fight 
drought and its relief cam-
paign ‘Stop Somalia’s Famine’, 
Qatar Charity has provided 
11.2 million litres of potable 
water to the displaced living 
on the outskirts of the capital 
Mogadishu and Bartiri in Jub-
baland state, at the rate of 90 
litres of clean water for each 
family daily. 

The project benefits about 
10,000 displaced people on 
the capital’s outskirts and pro-
vides potable water to the resi-
dents of 10 camps in Jubaland, 
southern Somalia. 

The water collection point 
was built through a network of 
pipes that transported water 
from the well to alleviate the 
suffering of the displaced in 
the capital’s outskirts, Moga-
dishu, to obtain safe drinking 
water. 

In the city of Bartiri, Gedo 
Governorate, in the state of 
Jubbaland in southern So-
malia, Qatar Charity has em-
barked on a project to supply 

potable water daily to the resi-
dents of the tent camps around 
the city, by securing tanks ded-
icated to transporting water. 

Sahni Mahmoud, coordi-
nator of Hadda Directorate in 
Banader region for the Affairs 
of the Displaced, praised Qatar 
Charity’s efforts and its imme-
diate response to the humani-
tarian appeal. 

He added: “Many dis-
placed families depended on 
buying water from paid wells, 
where the price of a litre of 
water is 50 Somali shillings. 
The average small family con-

sumes more than 20 litres of 
water per day. The need for 
this project was urgent, espe-
cially in the camps with the 
population density, which suf-
fers from a severe shortage of 
sources of potable water.

Several beneficiaries ex-
pressed their happiness with 
the project, which contributed 
to alleviating their suffering 
related to the lack of potable 
water. Fatima Hassan Aliw 
said: “We face many challeng-
es in the camp, including the 
water problem. I travel long 
distances daily to find water, 

and return with 20 litres of 
water, which is not enough for 
me and my family. 

She added: “Qatar Char-
ity has provided us with safe 
drinking water, which we use 
for all our purposes.

For her part, Maryam 
Ishaq said: “Since our dis-
placement from the city of 
Hudur after the drought in the 
region, we have sought refuge 
in this camp and live without 
shelter. Life here is very diffi-
cult and harsh, it is especially 
difficult to obtain water, and if 
it were not for Qatar Charity’s 
provision of a water tanker 
project, we would probably 
look for another place.”

It is worth noting that Qa-
tar Charity recently signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing with the Somali Ministry 
of Energy and Water, to coop-
erate in digging water wells, 
constructing water storage sta-
tions, maintaining old wells, 
and installing modern solar-
powered pumps on them, to 
contribute to the ministry’s ef-
forts to help those affected by 
drought and frequent floods.

QRCS-KRCS delegation visits 
refugee camps in Bangladesh

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A joint delegation from Qatar Red Crescent Soci-
ety (QRCS), Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS), 
and the Kuwait Fund for Development completed 
a five-day field visit to the refugee camps in Bang-
ladesh. The visit was part of an exercise to follow up 
with, and hand over some aid to the beneficiaries of 
the project to improve shelter conditions and pro-
vide health care at refugee camps of Bangladesh.

The delegation comprised Dr. Mohamed Salah 
Ibrahim, director of Relief and International De-
velopment Division at QRCS, Ola Al-Daoudia, 
partnerships expert at QRCS, Maha Barjas Al-Bar-
jas, secretary-general of KRCS, Dr. Musaed Rashid 
Al-Anzi, advisor to the president of KRCS, Khaled 
Al-Zaid, director of public relations and media at 
KRCS, Aziza Abel, member of the Social Commit-
tee at KRCS, Khaled Faisal Al-Khaled, deputy di-
rector of Operations Department for International 
Organisations Affairs at Kuwait Fund, Abdul-Raz-
zaq Jamil Al-Sanea, senior researcher at Opera-
tions Department, and Mohamed Fouad Shuaib, 
media officer at Media Department.

The objectives of the field trip were to check 
the progress on the ground; directly monitor the 
implementation procedures; identify closely the 
needs of refugees and local community; take part 
in some activities along with the project’s team; 
and meet representatives of Bangladesh Red Cres-
cent Society (BDRCS), the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement, and competent au-
thorities.

In the presence of H.E. Seraya bin Ali Al-
Qahtani, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of Qatar to Bangladesh, BDRCS held a gala 
dinner to honour the joint delegation of QRCS, 
KRCS, and Kuwait Fund. The president, secretary-
general, and senior managers of BDRCS took part 
in the ceremony, which was also attended by repre-
sentatives of national societies operating in Bang-
ladesh, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), and the International Federation of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).

The joint delegation visited Myanmar refugee 
camps in Cox’s Bazar, where they inaugurated 
shelter units at Camp #16 and met the beneficiar-
ies, who thanked QRCS, KRCS, Kuwait Fund, and 
BDRCS. The visitors also distributed some non-
food aid kits to the inhabitants.

After that, the delegation visited Camps #12 
and 19 to inspect the health centres operated under 
the project. They met the patients and medical staff 
and learned about the health services provided for 
both refugees and the locals. 

Sheikha Asma aims 
to inspire others

BY undertaking this ground-
breaking challenge and shar-
ing her journey, Sheikha Asma 
aims to inspire others while 
championing women’s empow-
erment and building bridges be-
tween communities.

“Beyond Boundaries is 
more than just climbing moun-
tains. It’s about inspiring others 
and showing how the impos-
sible is possible if you move 
forward with conviction and 
passion. I hope that women and 
young people across the Mid-
dle East and beyond will see 
how dreams can be achieved 
through hard work and deter-
mination,” said Sheikha Asma 
Al Thani.

Having become the first 
Qatari to ski the North Pole, 
and first Qatari woman to reach 
the South Pole, in addition to 
climbing six of the world’s Sev-
en Summits, Sheikha Asma is 
now only one mountain away 
(Puncak Jaya) from realizing 
the Explorers Grand Slam. She 
is the first Arab woman to have 
reached this stage, and many 
more records have already been 
broken along the way.

These records include be-
coming the only Arab to have 
climbed six of the world’s 
8000m peaks, as well as the 
first Arab to have climbed 
Kanchenjunga and Dhaulagiri. 
Sheikha Asma is also the first 
Arab to summit three 8,000m 
peaks within one month, and 
the first woman in the world to 
climb the true summit of Mana-
slu without oxygen.

Meanwhile, Sheikha Asma 
is also the first Qatari woman 
to have summitted the follow-
ing mountains: Everest, Lhotse, 
K2, Manaslu, Dhaulagiri and 
Kanchenjunga. In a series of 
firsts, she also carried the of-
ficial match ball of the Qatar 
2022 FIFA World Cup, Al Ri-
hla, on her ascent, marking the 
first time a World Cup match 
ball has reached the summit of 
Everest.

Sheikha Asma is also part-
nered with the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) as a high-
profile supporter, and she is us-
ing her journey to raise aware-
ness of the plight of refugees 

and forcibly displaced people 
globally. This season, she has 
raised the UNHCR flag atop 
some of the worlds highest 
mountains for the first time 
in history, including: Everest, 
Lhotse, Kanchenjunga, Vinson 
and K2.

“I am truly honored to have 
my name in the history books, 
but I am climbing for something 
so much bigger than me, I am 
climbing for the tens of millions 
of refugees and forcibly dis-
placed people around the world. 
The challenges they face are far 
greater than my own, but I hope 
that by raising the UNHCR flag 
on top of mountains I can help 
raise awareness and advocate 
for the rights of those forced to 
flee due to conflict and persecu-
tion,” Sheikha Asma Said.

“I would also like to thank 
the incredible team behind me 
and Elite Exped, particularly 
Nims Dai, Mingma David Sher-
pa, Mingma Tenzi Sherpa and 
all the Elite Exped guides for 
making this journey possible. 
I couldnt have done this with-
out their support and guidance 
every step of the way.” Sheikha 
Asma Added.

33-year-old Sheikha Asma 
Al Thani is on a journey to be-
come the first Qatari woman to 
complete the Explorers Grand 
Slam (climbing the Seven Sum-
mits and reaching the North 
Pole and South Pole) and climb 
the worlds 14 highest peaks.

Sheikha Asma is a major 
advocate of female empower-
ment in the Middle East and 
has significant influence within 
the Qatari, regional and in-
ternational sports world. As 
a senior female official in the 
Qatar Olympic Committee, she 
is heavily involved in, and a key 
driving force behind, major Qa-
tari sports projects.

Beyond Boundaries is 
Sheikha Asmas journey to go 
where few have gone before in 
the harshest of environments 
to champion womens empow-
erment and inspire others to 
unlock their potential. Sheikha 
Asma also aims to shed light 
on the importance of being 
a responsible global citizen, 
building bridges between com-
munities and leaving a positive 
impact on our planet.

Continued from page 1 

QATAR ATTENDS ALBANIAN PRESIDENT’S 
INAUGURATION CEREMONY 
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HBKU hones students’ 
skills in conducting  
personalised medicine 
research: Al Khawaja

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

In this interview, Fatma Al Khawaja, a PhD student 
at College of Health and Life Sciences at Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University, explained what motivated 
her to enrol for PhD programme in the genomics 
and precision medicine at the college

n What is it about the programme, college, and 
HBKU that attracted you to join?

HBKU is a prestigious university with top tier 
professors and an outstanding record of multidisci-
plinary research. The College of Health and Life Sci-
ences (CHLS) offers a unique programme, the only 
established PhD programme in the region in the 
field of genomics and precision medicine. This pro-
gramme will provide me with the opportunity to get a 
solid background and the knowledge needed to con-
duct high translational and basic research. Therefore, 
it will help me and future scientists in conducting 
personalised medicine research that targets some of 
the most common and challenging diseases in Qatar 
and the rest of the world. In addition, the advances in 
this field of research will improve patient life and de-
crease the burden on the healthcare system. For this 
reason, I am very grateful to have world-class health 
sciences education in my home country through 
CHLS, where I will be able to apply what I learn.

n What are your aspirations at HBKU?
As a dermatology resident working in Hamad 

Medical Corporation, I realise the full potential of 
precision medicine. For this reason, my aspiration 
is to learn to develop high-quality research in the 
field of dermatology. This exciting opportunity of a 
genomics and precision medicine PhD programme 
offered by CHLS will provide me with the knowl-
edge needed to conduct research moving forward. 
My ultimate goal is to apply the knowledge and 
experience gained from HBKU in the research of 
common dermatology diseases, especially ones that 
affect the Qatari population and the region, to un-
ravel the disease mechanism and plan a more tar-
geted therapy approach. 

n How do you feel an HBKU education will assist 
your career goals?

The Genomics and Precision Medicine PhD pro-
gramme at CHLS is the starting point of a promising 
future career in the field of research.  It will provide 
me with the technical skills, experience and opportu-
nities needed in my field as a dermatologist. More im-
portantly, it will teach me how to become a research 
leader and an exceptionally qualified researcher. 
Moreover, studying at CHLS will open doors for me 
to meet my future colleagues and other staff, both 
within HBKU and outside the institution, which will 
help in building a strong professional network. These 
connections will provide more opportunities post-
PhD programme.

HBKU begins new academic 
year with orientation session

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

HAMAD Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) welcomed new and re-
turning students back to campus 
to begin the 2022/2023 academic 
year. 

A two-day orientation held 
on July 24 and 25 included a vir-
tual experience and an in-person 
event at Multaqa that brought the 
academic community together. 

Drawn from a strong ap-
plicant pool and with a marked 
diversity in their academic and 
professional backgrounds, over 
350 new students are set to begin 
their journey at HBKU. Around 
100 Qataris are among the new 
batch of students enrolled across 
HBKU’s 36 multidisciplinary pro-
grammes. 

HBKU also received the first 
intake in the Master’s in Social 
Policy and Program Evaluation 
(MSPPE). The full-time two-year 
interdisciplinary degree is of-
fered through the College of Pub-
lic Policy. 

The orientation programme 
focused on helping the incom-
ing students transition to HBKU, 
navigate resources on campus 
and across Qatar Foundation, and 
connect with their peers. Breakout 
sessions were an opportunity to 

meet programme advisors, learn 
about the curriculum and prepare 
for their coursework. 

The event featured addresses 
by Dr Abdesselam Bouzerdoum, 
associate provost for Academic 
Affairs; Dr Maryam Al Mannai, 
vice-president for Student Af-
fairs; Dr Richard O’Kennedy, 
vice-president for Research; and 
the college deans. 

The leadership messages 
touched on HBKU’s commitment 
to advancing Qatar’s national de-
velopment by cultivating human 
capacity through innovative re-
search education. They encour-
aged students to use the opportu-

nities at HBKU to gain skills and 
knowledge in areas of local and 
global importance.

Dr Michael J. Benedick, 
HBKU provost, said: “The start of 
a new academic year is a time of 
great potential and expectation. 
Our new students join HBKU at 
a particularly exciting time and 
we urge them to grasp the advan-
tages that come with studying at a 
growing research university.

“Exceptional opportunities to 
make new discoveries and under-
stand how research answers ques-
tions and addresses challenges 
will enrich their learning process. 
We expect them to leave HBKU 

with an entrepreneurial mindset 
that applies innovative thinking 
to the challenges of today, both lo-
cally and globally.”

In May, HBKU celebrated the 
achievements of 215 graduates, 
representing 47 countries, both 
an inspiration to the new class 
and a testament to the excep-
tional academic experience they 
can expect. 

In her message of encour-
agement to the student body, Dr 
Mannai said, “I am very pleased 
to welcome you to HBKU, wheth-
er you are continuing or starting 
your academic journey with us. 
Congratulations on taking this 

important step towards fulfill-
ing your aspirations. I encourage 
you to seek out every opportunity 
to learn and grow here at HBKU. 
Our programmes will challenge 
you academically, but you are 
now part of a supportive network 
and strong campus community. 
We will be beside you, motivating 
and encouraging you throughout 
your journey.”

An innovation-centric aca-
demic institution, HBKU is lead-
ing in education and research 
that is dedicated to solving critical 
challenges facing Qatar, the re-
gion, and the world. For informa-
tion, please visit hbku.edu.qa

Orientation focuses on exceptional academic and extracurricular opportunities awaiting students

Sheikh Hamad Award organises 
translation symposium in Vietnam

QnA
Doha

THE Sheikh Hamad Award 
for Translation and Interna-
tional Understanding organ-
ised a panel discussion on 
“The reality and prospects of 
translation between Arabic 
and Vietnamese,” as part of a 
series of translation symposia 
for the eighth season of 2022 
with the participation of sev-
eral academics in the Depart-
ment of Arabic Language at 
the University of Languages at 
the Vietnam national Univer-
sity - Hanoi (VnU).

Dr. Hanan Al Fayyad, the 
media advisor for the award, 
reviewed the objectives and 
vision of the award and its 
categories, pointing to the im-
portance of choosing the Vi-
etnamese language within the 
languages of the achievement 
category for this season.

She pointed to the selec-
tion of five new languages 
in the achievement category 
besides the Vietnamese lan-
guage: (Bahasa, Indonesia, 
Kazakh, Swahili, and Ro-

manian), calling on those 
interested to enter through 
the award website to register 
and download the nomina-
tion form.

The participants in the 
symposium from Vietnam 
national University - Hanoi 
hailed the Sheikh Hamad 
Award for Translation and 
International Understanding 
and valued the role of the State 

of Qatar and those in charge of 
the award for giving the Viet-
namese language the opportu-
nity to participate in this sea-
son of the award.

They stressed that it is an 
opportunity to promote the 
image of Vietnam as a country 
and people to the Arab world 
and brief the Arabs on Viet-
namese culture and the nature 
of translation in Vietnam.

Qatar participates in 4th regional Arab 
conference on human rights protection

QnA
Cairo

QATAR participated in the 4th 
Regional Arab Conference for 
Protection and Promotion of 
Human Rights, which kicked 
off on Monday at the Secretar-
iat General of the Arab League 
under the title ‘The impact of 
crises on human rights enjoy-
ment: COVID-19 pandemic as 
a model’.

Director of the Human 
Rights Department at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Dr Tur-
ki bin Abdulla Al Mahmoud 
chaired Qatar’s delegation at 
the meeting.

The two-day conference, 
which is co-organized by the 
Arab League and the Office of 
the United nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, 
intends to inspect the impact 
and consequences of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic on human 
rights in the region, in addi-
tion to highlighting the stren-
uous efforts made to mitigate 
the pandemic fallout economi-
cally and socially and further 

diagnosing the underlying 
challenges, as well as drawing 
the lessons learned.

In her inaugural remarks 
delivered to the conference, 
Assistant Secretary-General 
and Head of the Social Af-
fairs Sector at the Arab League 
(LAS) Ambassador Haifa Abu 
Ghazaleh said that the selec-
tion of the conference topic 
was imposed by a myriad of 
very delicate circumstances 
represented in COVID-19 pan-
demic. She pointed out that 
after nearly two years of strict 
precautionary measures and 

their consequences at vari-
ous levels, it was essential to 
collate, study and analyze the 
remnants of the pandemic, 
and to draw lessons to further 
build the future in a manner 
that ensures social and eco-
nomic stability.

She indicated that over-
coming the COVID-19 pan-
demic requires synergetic 
efforts, involving the entire 
actors, receiving the contribu-
tion of the community with its 
entire wide spectrum of cat-
egories to promote fundamen-
tal rights and uphold the spirit 

and values of solidarity, in ad-
dition to promoting the coor-
dination between the official 
authorities and the relevant 
civil institutions.

Ambassador Haifa Abu 
Ghazaleh asserted the impor-
tance of the role undertaken 
by the civil society organiza-
tions in the dissemination of 
knowledge and contribution 
to the efforts dedicated to 
establishing peace and secu-
rity, promoting stability and 
growth that are congruent 
with the official efforts and na-
tional legislations.

Un Deputy High Com-
missioner for Human Rights 
nada Al nashif pointed out 
that the conference convenes 
after 20 years of the signing 
of the memorandum of in-
tent between the League of 
Arab States and the Un High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights on April 17, 2002, 
where the cooperation has 
resulted in organizing a vital 
number of training sessions, 
in addition to three regional 
conferences.

UDST, Mowasalat sign pact for cooperation
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THE University of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) has 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with Mowasalat 
(Karwa) with the aim of promoting 
joint research and cooperation in 
various projects.

The signing ceremony took 
place at the UDST in the presence 
of the university President Dr Sa-
lem Al-naemi, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Mowasalat (Karwa) Fahad 
Saad Al Qahtani and various stake-
holders.

The agreement sets a frame-
work for cooperation in research 
and in the ongoing projects between 
the two entities. This includes con-
ducting research and development 
studies, particularly in the areas 
of road safety and technology. The 
UDST and Mowasalat will perform 
training exchanges and professional 
development programmes focused 
on health, safety, environment and 
train the trainer model. 

Mowasalat will also offer 
UDST students the chance to 
conduct their internships on its 
premises and will support them 
with employment opportunities. 
The organisation will also take part 

in the university’s career fair and 
will cooperate with the UDST and 
its students on many events and 
awareness campaigns that tackle 
road safety, such as Traffic Week, 
Mowater event, and technical ad-

vancements such as Skills Compe-
tition, UDST’s largest co-curricular 
event of the academic year. Both 
the institutions will also benefit 
from a joint learning experience 
related to operational aspects of 

transportation.
Dr Salem Al-naemi said: “As 

the First national Applied Uni-
versity, we constantly encourage 
new partnerships that will ben-
efit our students and hone their 
skills. We are pleased to collabo-
rate with Mowasalat (Karwa), the 
premier transportation service 
provider in Qatar. We hope that 
this strategic partnership will re-
sult in significant added value for 
the community at large and our 
students in particular and will lead 
to improved awareness and better 
action against unsafe road behav-
iours. We consider this agreement 
a great milestone in our journey to-
wards achieving the goals of Qatar 
national Vision 2030.”  

Fahad Saad Al Qahtani said: 

“We are proud to partner with 
University of Doha for Science and 
Technology to develop a series of 
joint initiatives together that will 
serve the community through the 
development of public transport 
and mass transportation for build-
ing sustainable mobility solutions. 
Mowasalat is keen to tap and re-
cruit local talents and provide a 
continued platform for internship 
for students and opportunities for 
graduates. Through this partner-
ship, the company will provide 
joint learning experience for stu-
dents and graduates to acquire 
skills of entrepreneurship and sup-
port basic industries contributing 
to the developmental projects and 
partaking in growth plans.”

UDST, officially established 
in February by an Amiri Decision 
no.13 of 2022, boasts 20 years 
of applied education experience 
as a college in Qatar, with world-
renowned faculty and state-of-
the-art facilities. Students enrolled 
in UDST will have the chance to 
experience applied learning in 
technology-rich classrooms, work-
shops, laboratories and simulated 
environments. All curriculums are 
aligned to the labour market and 
the requirements of an ever-evolv-
ing economy.

Fahad Saad Al-Qahtani Dr Salem Al-Naemi

Fatma Al Khawaja
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DFC, HMC collaborate to raise 
awareness of organ donation

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Doha Festival City (DFC), ‘Qatar’s 
one and only international choice for 
shopping, dining and entertainment’, 
is hosting an organ-donation drive and 
awareness campaign led by hamad 
Medical Corporation’s (hMC) or-
gan Donation Centre throughout the 
month of July. 

The campaign, organised under 
the umbrella of the mall’s #Festival-
Cares programme, aims at educating 
visitors on the importance of organ do-
nation, and facilitating the registration 
of interested organ donors. a booth 
manned by hMC’s organ Donation 
Centre is set up by the square node on 
the mall’s ground floor where guests 
can visit to avail awareness brochures 
and materials on the importance of 
organ donation and of being an organ 
donor in Qatar. The booth will be avail-
able throughout the month to continue 
spreading awareness about this life-
saving procedure.

Robert hall, DFC general manager, 
said: “at Doha Festival City we con-
tinue to support local health initiatives 
as part of our commitment to the com-
munity in Qatar. We are proud of our 

continued partnership with hamad 
Medical Corporation and are delighted 
to provide a platform for promoting 
health awareness and facilitate drives 
that support saving lives in Qatar. We 
encourage people to visit the booths 
and learn more about the organ dona-
tion to make an informed decision on 
registering as an organ donor.”

There are currently over 470,000 
registered organ donors from over 
100 nationalities in Qatar, according 
to the organ donor registry, a national, 
confidential list of individuals who 
have agreed to donate their organs 
after death. This year, hMC hopes 
to increase this figure to more than 
500,000. This figure represents ap-
proximately 25% of Qatar’s adult popu-
lation. In the event of a death, the organ 
donor registry can be accessed to deter-

mine whether a person has registered 
their willingness to be an organ donor. 
Qatar has a single organ transplant 
waiting list with equal access to trans-
plant services.

Director of Qatar organ Donation 
Center (hiba) Dr Riadh Fadhil  said “at 
the Doha Festival City booth, our high-
ly trained multicultural team educators 
help inform the public about the great 
impact of organ donation on the health 
of the community. our educators .pro-
vide them the opportunity to register as 
an organ donor after life and provide 
them of a donor card if they wish.” 

“an organ transplant can be a life-
saving procedure and can significantly 
improve the quality of life for someone 
with chronic organ failure. These life-
saving organs come from deceased 
donors who have pledged during their 
lifetime to give their organs to someone 
in need,” he added. 

“a deceased organ donor can save 
up to eight lives - whoever saves a life, 
it is as if he saved the whole mankind” 
(Quran 5-32). having high profile sup-
port like Doha Festival City will further 
ensure Qatar will become self-suffi-
cient in organ donation. We would like 
to thank Doha Festival City for their 
commitment.”

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

as the airline that flies to more 
countries that any other, Turkish 
airlines continues to receive ac-
colades for its performance and 
leadership in the sector. With the 
leadership during the CoVID-19 
pandemic, along with the quick 
action which turned out to be 
effective as supported by strong 
numbers during the post-pan-
demic recovery, Turkish airlines 
CEo Bilal Ekşi received the Ex-
ecutive Leadership award at the 
2022 airline strategy awards.

organised by the Flight-
Global’s airline Business in part-
nership with the civil aviation 
practice of Korn Ferry, the larg-
est human-capital solutions pro-
vider in the world, the awards 
started in 2002 as the industry 
struggled to emerge from a crisis 
caused by 9/11. as the awards’ 
goal was to recognise the cru-
cial role that management talent 
plays in shaping future success, 
this year’s awards take on a spe-
cial meaning as CoVID-19 be-
came the biggest aviation crisis 
since 9/11.

The awards are held in six 
categories -- Executive, sector, 
Low-cost and air-Cargo Leader-
ship, Innovation & Transforma-
tion and EsG -- while winners 
are selected by an independent 
panel of industry experts.

Receiving the Executive 
Leadership award for Bilal Ekşi, 
Turkish airlines Chief Invest-
ment and Technology officer 
Levent Konukcu said: “First of 
all, I would like to thank you on 
behalf of our esteemed CEo, 
Bilal Ekşi and Turkish airlines 
family for this award. as Turk-

ish airlines, during the pan-
demic process, which may be 
the most challenging times ever 
the aviation history experienced, 
we have distinguished ourselves 
from our competitors by not dis-
rupting our operations as much 
as the situation allowed, while 
overcoming the difficulties with 

innovative approaches. 
“and as a result, we became 

one of the leading airlines in re-
covery by taking the first place 
with the flights between Euro-
pean airlines. Now we observe 
a serious recovery in passenger 
traffic, and we aim to have a high 
performance in the summer sea-
son. With the strong recovery of 
the aviation sector as a whole the 
worse is behind us and now is 
the time for everyone to build on 
their past successes. as Turkish 
airlines we aim to not only catch 
our pre-pandemic numbers but 
also surpass them by constantly 
bettering ourselves in a short 
amount of time.”

Graham Dunn, head of 
content at FlightGlobal and 
host of The airline strategy 
awards, said; “Navigating air-
lines through the past two years 
has tested management skills 
to the limit. and as the industry 
emerges from the pandemic, it 
is becoming clearer which lead-
ers have acted not only to ensure 
their airlines’ survival, but to en-
sure their businesses are better-
suited to post-CoVID realities. 
at the same time, new challeng-
es are emerging, further test-
ing the resilience of individual 
businesses. The airline strategy 
awards have recognized the best 
in leadership since 2002, and 
2022’s winners all excel in this 
regard.”

Turkish Airlines CEO 
Eksi receives Executive 
Leadership Award 2022

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

BhaVaN’s Public school, Doha 
has recorded an outstanding perfor-
mance in the Class X CBsE Examina-
tion 2021-2022.

“Excellence is never an accident; 
it is the results of strong intention, 
sincere efforts, intelligent direction, 
skillful execution and the vision to 
see the obstacles as opportunities,” 

the school said in a statement.
This vision has been perfectly 

displayed by anabel Robin, who 
topped the school with 96.2 per-
cent marks, followed by ayaan Mo-
hammed Najeeb with 95.8 percent, 
Nikhit Jino with 95.6 percent and 
Rohan Gikku George with 95.4 per-
cent marks.

altogether, 68 percent of the stu-
dents who appeared in the examina-
tion scored distinction and above 

while others passed with First Class/
second Class. 

The school team expressed pride 
in the outstanding performance of 
the Class X students who brought 
spectacular 100 percent pass results.

The school management and 
principal congratulated the students 
and staff for the achievement in the 
Board Examination and pray for 
their continual success in future en-
deavour.

Bhavan’s Public School records outstanding 
performance in Class X CBSE examination

Airline Strategy Awards 2022

Ooredoo virtual career day 
highlights job opportunities 
for young Qatari graduates
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

ooREDoo, Qatar’s leading 
provider of ICT and a major 
employer of Qatari talent, took 
part in a recent virtual careers 
event as part of its efforts to 
reach out to the next genera-
tion of young Qatari leaders.

UK virtual career day ‘Your 
Future Career’, organised by 
the Qatar Cultural attaché’s 
office of the Qatar Embassy in 
London, was hosted virtually 
via Microsoft Teams on Tues-
day 19 July 2022 with almost 
700 students taking part.

a delegation of prominent 
Qatari employers from both 
the government and private 
sectors - including ooredoo 
- was in attendance, with the 
aim of showcasing the myriad 
job opportunities available to 
graduates as well as scholar-
ship opportunities for post-
graduate studies.

ooredoo Qatar’s human 
resources team - represented 
by Mariam ahmed al-hayki, 
assistant director change & 
culture, and hamad Moham-
ed al-Nuaimi, manager talent 
sourcing - delivered presenta-
tions to students participat-
ing in the event. Presentations 
covered topics such as the 
company’s organisational vi-
sion, its employment opportu-
nities and career development 
programmes, particularly 
those for fresh graduates. 

Presentations were fol-
lowed by a Q&a session in 

which students were given 
the opportunity to have their 
questions answered in an in-
teractive format.

Eman Mubarak al Khater, 
chief human resources of-
ficer at ooredoo Qatar, said: 
“as one of the world’s fastest-
growing telecommunications 
companies, ooredoo Qatar 
strives to be Qatar’s employer 
of choice and, to this end, we 
have invested heavily in our 
recruitment and develop-
ment efforts in recent years. 
We continue to design and 
introduce new programmes to 
discover new talent, and then 
nurture this talent, ensuring 
young people can develop the 
skills they need to enjoy long, 
fulfilling careers. ooredoo 
is a prominent example of a 
Qatari company with a global 
reputation, and we are proud 
that young people respond so 
incredibly positively to the op-
portunity to join the ooredoo 

Family.” 
“We have at the heart of 

our corporate human resourc-
es strategy a firm belief in the 
potential of the next genera-
tion, and especially in the po-
tential of the next generation 
of Qatari leaders. as such, 
we are committed to offering 
support through our services, 
through our initiatives and 
through the diverse range of 
job opportunities, training 
and development programmes 
we offer. The young, ambitious 
Qataris who attended this ca-
reers event are the future of 
our company and our coun-
try, and their enthusiasm and 
commitment will deliver great 
results for ooredoo and for 
Qatar.” al Khater added. 

2022 marked the sixth 
year of ooredoo’s participa-
tion in this event, with the 
telco leader having first taken 
part in 2009. ooredoo’s on-
going attendance is firm evi-
dence of its commitment to 
recruiting the most promising 
of Qatar’s graduates. 

The company’s compre-
hensive Qatarisation pro-
gramme, which has ensured 
that more than 43 percent 
of roles at ooredoo go to Qa-
tari nationals, and its award-
winning talent development 
programmes have enabled 
ooredoo to make excellent 
progress towards building a 
fully knowledge-based organi-
sation, well-placed to meet the 
goals of Qatar National Vision 
2030.

Eman Mubarak Al Khater

Bhavan’s Public School excels
in CBSE Class XII examination
sTUDENTs of Bhavan’s Public 
school, Doha registered an out-
standing performance in the Class 
XII CBsE Examination 2021-2022.

“Team BhPs is extremely 
proud and elated to share the stel-
lar performance of the sixth batch 
of Class XII students who brought 
spectacular 100 percent  pass re-
sults both in science and commerce 
streams,” the school said in a state-

ment. sam David Joseph topped 
the science stream with 94.2 per-
cent marks and was followed by 
Muhammed saadh with 94 percent 
and by aisha Waqar with 93.6 per-
cent.

sana aysha Muhammed topped 
the commerce stream with 95.4 
percent marks followed by Thejas-
wini Muraleedharan with 91.4 per-
cent and Christine alice Rajeev with 

88.8.
Distinction and above marks 

were scored by 78 percent of the 
students who took the examina-
tion while the rest secured high first 
class or second class.

The school management and 
principal congratulated the stu-
dents and staff for the spectacular 
achievement in the board examina-
tion. (TNN)

Anabel Robin

Sam David

Sana Aysha  Muhammed

Muhammed Saad

Thejaswini

Ayisha Waqar

Christine Alice Rajeev

Ayaan Mohammed Rohan Gikku George Nikhit Jino



DPA 
TUNIS 

TUNISIANS began voting on Mon-
day in a referendum on a con-
troversial draft constitution that 
grants the president wide powers 
amid a months-long political crisis 
in the birthplace of the Arab Spring 
revolts more than a decade ago.

Polling stations opened at 6 am 
(0500GMT) and will close at 10 
pm.

The opposition has called for a 
boycott and accused President Kais 
Saied of seeking to establish an au-
tocracy in Tunisia, once considered 
the sole democratic success story of 
the Arab Spring.

The vote comes exactly a year 
after Saied unseated the govern-

ment and suspended parliament, 
part of a string of measures the op-
position decried as a “coup.” The 
North African country has since 
been in political turmoil, with the 
opposition staging street protests 
against Saied.

“We will establish a new repub-
lic ... different than the one that ex-
isted in the past 10 years and even 
before that,” Saied told state televi-
sion before casting his ballot.

In March, Saied dissolved par-
liament, led by the moderate Is-
lamist Ennahda movement, and 
later sacked dozens of judges for 
alleged corruption.

Saied, who took office in 
2019, has defended his moves, 
saying they were in line with the 
constitution and promising to safe-
guard freedom and civil rights.

The proposed constitution 
gives the president, among other 
things, the authority to name and 
sack the government without the 
need for parliament’s approval as 
well as appointing judges.

Monday’s plebiscite is seen as a 
vote on Saied’s popularity.

Some 9.2 million Tunisians 
are eligible voters, according to of-
ficial figures.

If approved by a majority, the 
draft constitution will replace a 
2014 charter that curtailed the 
president’s powers in favour of par-
liament and the prime minister.

Tunisians vote in referendum 
on contested constitution

News 
in brief

India swears in new president, first from 
indigenous ethnic group
NEW DELHI: New Indian President Draupadi Murmu, the first 
person in that job from the country’s indigenous ethnic groups, 
was sworn in on Monday.

“My election is proof that poor in the country can have 
dreams and also fulfil them,” she said after taking her oath 
of office. In India, the president mainly fulfils representative 
tasks, while the power lies with the prime minister. Murmu, 
who belongs to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu national-
ist party BJP, is the second woman to hold the office. 

Indigenous people make up some 8.6% of India’s popu-
lation of around 1.3 billion people and are often poor and 
marginalized. Murmu, a former teacher, was previously the 
governor of the Jharkhand region. (DPA)

Flash floods kill 18 in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD: At least 18 people have died and 25 others been 
wounded in the past three days in Afghanistan due to flash 
floods, an Afghan official said on Monday.

Heavy rainfalls and flash floods have affected 15 provinces 
across the country, mainly in the eastern and central regions, a 
spokesperson for the country’s Disaster Management Author-
ity, Mohammad Nasim Haqqani, told dpa. Haqqani further said 
that thousands of acres of agricultural lands have perished 
in different provinces as well. The main highway connecting 
the eastern province of Nangarhar with the capital Kabul was 
closed to all kinds of traffic on Sunday after the flooding dam-
aged a major bridge. The officials have asked people to refrain 
from travelling until the road is reconstructed. More rain is 
forecast for the coming days. (DPA)

Protesters wreck UN HQs in Congo

KINSHASA: Protesters wrecked the headquarters of the UN 
mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo on Monday, after 
calls by local officials for demonstrations against the mission.

The protesters forced their way into the building in the city 
of Goma and destroyed and stole furniture, witnesses told dpa.
SECURITY forces reacted with tear gas and gunfire. Police in 
the North Kivu province told dpa that the attackers were crimi-
nals who had used the demonstration for their own purposes.
CIVIL society organizations and the party of President Félix 
Tshisekedi had called for the demonstration in Goma after the 
president of the Senate, Modeste Bahati, called on the UN 
mission Monusco to leave Congo in mid-July. The background is 
a statement made by Congolese Senate President Modeste Ba-
hati in mid-July. He had called on the UN peacekeeping mission 
MONUSCO to leave Congo. MONUSCO has been stationed in 
north-eastern Congo for more than 20 years. According to the 
United States, it is needed to help combat about 130 different 
armed groups are active in the central African country. (DPA)

DPA 
LONDON

RISHI Sunak has promised 
to ban China’s controversial 
Confucius Institutes from the 
UK, labelling the country the 
“biggest-long term threat to 
Britain.” 

The announcement would 
signal a major hardening of 
government policy on China if 
Sunak becomes the next Brit-
ish prime minister, following 
pressure from a vocal caucus 
of Tory backbenchers.

In recent months Sunak’s 
Tory leadership rival Liz Truss 
has also taken an increasingly 
hardline approach on China in 
her role as foreign secretary.

This latest announcement 
will be seen as a move to firm 
up the former chancellor’s na-
tional security credentials, as 
he promises to close all 30 of 
China’s Confucius Institutes in 
the UK.

Funded by the Chinese 
Government, they are ostensi-
bly culture and language cen-
tres but critics have labelled 
them propaganda tools amid 
worsening relations between 
the West and China.

Sunak accused China of 
“stealing our technology and 
infiltrating our universities.” 
“Abroad, they are propping 
up Putin’s fascist invasion 
of Ukraine by buying his oil 
and attempting to bully their 
neighbours, including Taiwan.

“They are saddling devel-
oping countries with insur-
mountable debt and using this 

to seize their assets or hold a 
diplomatic gun to their heads.

“They torture, detain and 
indoctrinate their own peo-
ple, including in Xinjiang and 
Hong Kong, in contravention 
of their human rights. And 
they have continually rigged 
the global economy in their fa-
vour by suppressing their cur-
rency.” 

With a pledge to lead the 
world in standing up to China 
so-called “technological ag-

gression,” Sunak said he would 
implement an amendment to 
the Higher Education Bill that 
would force British universi-
ties to disclose any foreign 
funding partnerships of more 
than £50,000 (60,000 dol-
lars).

He is also committing to 
a review of all UK-Chinese 
research partnerships which 
might assist China technologi-
cally or have military applica-
tions, as well as expanding UK 

Security Service MI5’s reach 
to provide greater support to 
British businesses and univer-
sities to counter alleged Chi-
nese industrial espionage.

He said he will examine 
whether there is a need to 
prevent Chinese acquisitions 
of key British assets, amid 
concerns about the scale of 
Chinese investment in key in-
dustries.

“I will stop China taking 
over our universities, and get 

British companies and public 
institutions the cyber-security 
they need. And I will work 
with [US] President [Joe] 
Biden and other world lead-
ers to transform the West’s 
resilience to the threat China 
poses,” the leadership hopeful 
added.

The Truss campaign was 
quick to question Sunak’s new 
pledges, with Sir Iain Duncan 
Smith calling the announce-
ment “surprising.” Sir Iain, the 
co-chairman of the inter-par-
liamentary alliance on China, 
said: “Over the last two years, 
the Treasury has pushed hard 
for an economic deal with 
China. This is despite China 
sanctioning myself and four 
UK parliamentarians.

“Despite China brutally 
cracking down on peaceful 
democracy campaigners in 
Hong Kong, threatening Tai-
wan, illegally occupying the 
South China Sea, committing 
genocide on the Uyghurs and 
increasing its influence in our 
universities.

“After such a litany, I have 
one simple question, where 
have you been over the last two 
years?” A spokesperson for 
Truss said: “Liz has strength-
ened Britain’s position on 
China since becoming Foreign 
Secretary and helped lead the 
international response to in-
creased Chinese aggression.

“This will only continue 
when she becomes prime min-
ister and seeks to expand her 
network of liberty around the 
world.”

China is ‘biggest threat’ to  
Britain: PM candidate Sunak
This latest announcement will be seen as a move to firm up the former chancellor’s national security credentials

DPA 
BANGKOK

MYANMAR’S military junta has 
executed four dissidents who were 
found guilty on charges of terror-
ism in January, in its first use of the 
death sentence since 1990, state-
run newspaper Global New Light of 
Myanmar reported on Monday.

Among those executed were for-
mer member of parliament Phyo 
Zeya Thaw and democracy activ-
ist Kyaw Min Yu. They were found 
guilty of helping to carry out “inhu-
mane acts of terrorism”, the news-
paper reported.

A source close to the families 
told dpa that the men were hanged 
on Sunday morning.

The families of the condemned 
only learned of their loved ones’ 
deaths through the media, Manny 
Maung of Human Rights Watch 
told dpa, calling on the internation-
al community to take urgent action 
against Myanmar’s military govern-
ment.

After the condemned lost 
their appeals in June, UN experts 
warned: “These death sentences, 
handed down by an illegitimate 

court of an illegitimate junta, are a 
despicable attempt to instil fear in 
the people of Myanmar.” Phyo Zeya 
Thaw and Kyaw Min Yu were al-
lowed to see their families one last 
time on a video call a few days ago, 
local media and sources close to the 
families reported.

Phyo Zeya Thaw had been cam-
paigning for democracy in Myan-
mar since 1988, spending more 

than 20 years in prison during that 
time.

Initially known as a hip-hop 
artist, he later entered politics and 
become a close ally of Myanmar’s 
one-time de facto leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi.

Suu Kyi is herself facing numer-
ous charges for alleged offences, 
and was transferred from house ar-
rest to prison last month.

Myanmar junta executes four 
activists on terrorism charges

File photo of Kyaw Min Yu (centre), known as Jimmy. (AFP)

Rishi Sunak, Britain’s former chancellor of the exchequer and candidate to become the next prime  
minister, leaves his campaign office in London recently. (AFP)

Monday’s plebiscite is seen as 
a vote on Saied’s popularity
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Doyle McManus

L
AST week, a bipartisan group 
of 16 US senators agreed on a 
long-awaited proposal to fix 
the Electoral Count Act, the 
ramshackle 1887 law that then-

President Donald Trump used to try 
to overturn the 2020 election.

Trump claimed the law, which 
sets the rules under which Congress 
counts electoral votes, allowed then-
Vice President Mike Pence to block 
votes from states that Joe Biden won. 
Pence refused, which is why the mob 
that stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021, chanted “Hang Mike Pence.”

Trump also argued that the law 
empowers state legislatures to set 
aside the popular vote at will. He lob-
bied GOP leaders in swing states to 
appoint rogue slates of Trump elec-
tors, but none played along.

Most legal scholars said Trump 
misinterpreted the law, but that 
didn’t stop the former president 
from nearly touching off a constitu-
tional crisis, if not a coup d’etat.

After Jan. 6, there was broad bi-
partisan consensus in Congress that 
the law should be revamped before 
2024 to prevent Trump or other can-
didates from trying those gambits 
again.

The bipartisan Senate proposal 
fixes the most glaring flaws in the old 
statute. It specifies that states must 
appoint presidential electors based 
on the laws in place on Election Day 
— no changing the rules after the 
game. It requires each state to desig-
nate one official (most often the gov-
ernor) to certify a single legitimate 
slate of electors — no rogue slates. 
It allows presidential candidates to 
challenge any state’s electoral slate 
in federal court under a fast-track 
process.

And it sets down in writing what 
Pence and nearly everyone already 
believed: The vice president has no 
power to reject any state’s electoral 
votes.

You might have expected a com-
monsense proposal like that to win 
broad and immediate support be-
yond the nine Republicans (led by 
Sen. Susan Collins of Maine) and six 
Democrats (led by Sen. Joe Man-
chin III of West Virginia) who nego-

tiated it.
No such luck. In today’s polar-

ized Washington, no outcome is 
guaranteed — even on a measure to 
protect the next presidential election 
from another coup attempt.

On the left, progressive Demo-
crats don’t want to admit that their 
yearlong effort to pass broader vot-
ing rights legislation is dead, and 
that fixing the Electoral Count Act 
might be the best they can do. Some 
bristle at backing a bill written by 
Collins and Manchin, two of the left’s 
least-loved senators.

On the right, many Republicans 
— especially those who face primary 
elections this year — fear drawing 
Trump’s wrath if they endorse a bill 
aimed so squarely at his groundless 
campaign to delegitimize the 2020 
election. The former president de-
nounced the 16 senators last week as 
“Democrats and RINOs” (Republi-
cans in Name Only).

So it’s already clear that this bill, 
worthy though it is, will have to wait 
until after the midterm elections for 
action.

There are substantive arguments 
over the bill’s details too. Most in-

volve a long-standing difference be-
tween the two parties: In general, 
Democrats want clearer, detailed 
rules to govern what states can do, 
while Republicans want to preserve 
state autonomy.

For example, the proposed bill 
says a state may delay an election 
only in case of “extraordinary and 
catastrophic” events; some Demo-
crats have said they want that provi-
sion to be more specific.

The bill replaces the old rule un-
der which a single member of the 
House and a single member of the 
Senate can object to a state’s elec-
tors; instead, it would require 20% of 
each body to raise a challenge. Some 
Republicans would like to lower that 
threshold; some Democrats want to 
raise it and limit the grounds for ob-
jections.

Those are all legitimate grounds 
for debate — and debated they will 
be. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
chair of the Senate Rules Commit-
tee, has announced that her panel 
will hold hearings on the legislation 
soon. Reps. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., and 
Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., are working 
on their own proposal on behalf of 

the House Jan. 6 committee — prov-
enance that is almost guaranteed to 
draw Trump’s ire.

In the Senate, any bill will need at 
least 60 votes to overcome a filibus-
ter, meaning at least 10 Republicans 
must support it if all 50 members of 
the Democratic caucus go along. In 
the House, the bill’s supporters ex-
pect pro-Trump Republicans and at 
least some progressive Democrats to 
vote against it.

But the argument for compro-
mise is strengthened by the pressure 
of a deadline. A new, improved Elec-
toral Count Act is not a theoretical 
insurance policy against a once-in-a-
century event. It’s more like fire in-
surance in a neighborhood where an 
arsonist has set blazes and is threat-
ening to strike again.

Congress needs to pass some ver-
sion of this bill by the end of the year; 
the job will only get harder once the 
2024 presidential campaign gets un-
derway. And if the House of Repre-
sentatives comes under the control 
of pro-Trump Republicans in No-
vember, the bill might simply die. 
This is no time to let the best be the 
enemy of the good. 

Opinion
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US Congress Is Moving 
Toward Fixing The Way It 

Counts Votes For President
Congress needs to pass some version of this bill by the end of the year; the job will only get 

harder once the 2024 presidential campaign gets underway
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I
N 1955, the mother of Emmett 
Till demanded an open casket 
for her 14-year-old, Chicago-
born son and contacted jour-
nalists to photograph and 

publish the images of his badly 
mutilated face and body. Grieving 
and outraged, Mamie Till-Mobley 
wanted the world to see what had 
been done to her boy when he was 
kidnapped, tortured, shot and ul-
timately dumped in the bottom 
of the Tallahatchie River in Mis-
sissippi. The subsequent pictures, 
published in the Black magazine 
Jet and widely circulated in oth-
er media, jolted the nation and 
helped mobilize the civil rights era.

Similarly, the photograph of 
the summary execution of a Viet 
Cong captive — a gun to his head — 
and the image of a horrified young 
woman kneeling over the dead 
body of a Kent State University 

student shot by the National Guard 
are two other examples of powerful 
photographs that deeply touched 
Americans — and accelerated the 
antiwar movement.

Now, at a time when the trag-
edy of mass shootings continues 
to expand (already more than 350 
this year involving four or more 
injured or killed) it’s time to ask 
whether a different strategy is nec-
essary to change policy and slow 
this epidemic of gun violence, par-
ticularly by AR-15 assault rifles. 
With each new deadly massacre, 
we move one step closer to accept-
ing these horrific events as rou-
tine — a time to give thoughts and 
prayers, wring hands, assert how 
wrong it is — then assume nothing 
can be done.

In an effort to protect the vic-
tims and their families and mini-
mize the public’s trauma, media 
outlets have typically chosen not 
to publish images of death’s toll, 

particularly given the extreme ef-
fects of these high-powered kill-
ing machines. That’s understand-
able — and thoughtful. But is the 
sanitizing of the grisly reality by 
withholding the visual facts not 
desensitizing a public that could be 
motivated to demand change?

Circulating images of this dev-
astating carnage carries a risk, of 

course. The coroner responsible 
for identifying the shattered chil-
dren’s bodies from Robb Elemen-
tary School in Uvalde, Texas, said 
that “it’s something you never want 
to see.” Circulation would require 
significant care and discretion, 
as well as the approval of victims’ 
families. Publishing or broadcast-
ing would need a serious warning 

to minimize accidental viewing 
and possible trauma from viewing 
the awful images. Some gun advo-
cates will decry the photographs as 
fake. Others would find new ways 
to exploit this horror.

But just as the courageous 
mother of Emmett Till felt she 
had to take action, we need brave 
grieving families and brave editors 
and publishers who understand 
the continuing consequences of 
withholding this reality from the 
public’s gaze. In my view, this is a 
risk we must take to shock the con-
science and jolt a discouraged, re-
signed public to demand action — 
and motivate reticent lawmakers 
to do more, including reinstating a 
ban on AR-15s.

This is sensitive stuff, requir-
ing tough decisions. That’s why I 
sought to take the pulse of people 
on social media and the readers 
of my own newsletter, America, 
America. Honestly, I anticipated a 
more mixed response to this con-
troversial question rather than a 
large majority of respondents who 
said it’s time to show the graphic 
images and let people see what 
these massacres are really like.

Add to this list Jeh Johnson, 
the former secretary of Homeland 
Security, who believes “the death 
and destruction must be honestly 
revealed.” As he put it recently, 
“We need a game changer. We 
need an Emmett Till moment.”

Yes, this is a lot to ask of 
mourning parents or other victims’ 
family members. They alone un-
derstand the price of our nation’s 
gun epidemic. But do we not owe it 
to them and everyone who has felt 
the ripple effects of this metasta-
sizing violence to take action that 
can change the equation and shift 
the trajectory of America’s future? 
Failing to do so will inevitably yield 
more of the same.

(Steven Beschloss, au-
thor of the book “The Gun-
man and His Mother” about 
Lee Harvey Oswald, writes 
and publishes the newslet-
ter America, America. He is 
a professor of practice at the 
Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication as well as sev-
eral other colleges at Arizona 
State University.)

A TIME-HONOURED Wash-
ington axiom holds that one 
should never attribute to 

scandal what could be explained 
by garden-variety incompetence. 
In the case of the Secret Service’s 
mysteriously missing text mes-
sages, however, mere ineptitude 
doesn’t quite fit the facts.

When a violent mob stormed 
the Capitol on Jan. 6 of last year, 
Secret Service agents played a 
key role. They had to defend Vice 
President Mike Pence as protest-
ers threatened his life. They also 
had to guard President Don-
ald Trump even as he stirred up 
the crowd and tried to join their 
march. According to news re-
ports, the agency had even been 
warned ahead of time about im-
pending violence. On Jan. 16, 
Congress told the Department 
of Homeland Security — the ser-
vice’s parent agency — to preserve 
any records related to the attack.

Evidently the message didn’t 
quite get through. On Tuesday, 
the agency told a House commit-
tee that most of its agents’ texts 
from that day have been deleted. 
Although it had been asked by the 
DHS’s inspector general to turn 
over mobile records from 24 in-
dividuals, it has so far managed 
to dig up just one (1) relevant 
text conversation. By law, federal 
agencies are generally required 
to collect and store all such data, 
including texts, chat logs and in-
stant messages.

The apparent problem was 
that the service had reset its 
mobile phones as part of a long-
planned switch to a new soft-
ware-management application. 
Although it had told agents to 
back up any work-related text 
messages, many of them failed to 

do so. The migration went ahead, 
the phones were wiped, and po-
tentially crucial evidence was de-
stroyed. What can you do?

To put it mildly, this was a 
rather unusual process. Whether 
at a government agency or a pri-
vate company, retention of such 
records normally happens auto-
matically. A systemwide backup 
would be conducted before any 
migration. Existing messages 
would be routinely preserved. 
Under no circumstances would 
individual employees get to pick 
and choose what data to preserve 
while an investigation is under-
way.

In this case, the specifics 
strain credulity even further. 
Four House committees had spe-
cifically sought the records before 
their deletion. So did the DHS 
inspector general. Basic common 
sense would’ve dictated that — 
just three weeks after a chaotic 
criminal assault on the Capitol 
— purging relevant text messages 
might raise some eyebrows. The 
Secret Service is a law-enforce-
ment agency, after all, one whose 
explicit mission involves investi-
gating cybercrimes.

“The insinuation that the Se-
cret Service maliciously deleted 
text messages following a request 
is false,” the agency’s spokesman 
says.

Maybe so. Perhaps some na-
ïve IT staffers blundered ahead 
innocently. Or maybe bureau-
cratic wires got crossed. Or con-
ceivably something worse was go-
ing on. The DHS has reportedly 
opened a criminal investigation 
into the matter. Whatever the 
real story, the Secret Service owes 
Congress — and the country — 
some answers.

Secret Service 
Must Come Clean 
On Missing Texts

Mike Pence and Nancy Pelosi preside over a joint session of the Congress to certify the 2020 Electoral College results after sup-
porters of the President Donald Trump stormed the Capitol earlier in the day on Capitol Hill in Washington DC on Jan 6, 2021.

It’s Time To Really See The Results Of Mass Shootings
It’s time for all of us to know the physical 

reality, through photography

Flowers and candles are left outside the Gillard family home, site of a mass shoot-
ing the month before, in rural Stanwood, Mich., on June 26.
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Marcos rules out more COVID lockdowns in Philippines
dpa

Manila 

PhiliPPine President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr on Monday 
ruled out imposing another 
lockdown in the country due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
stressing the need to balance 
protecting the public’s health 
with boosting the domestic 
economy.

in his first state of the na-
tion address before congress, 
Marcos Jr said that while 
the threat of the pandemic 
remains especially with the 
discovery of new and more 
contagious variants, “we 
cannot afford another lock-
down. We will no longer im-
pose a lockdown.” instead, 
the government will push 
for booster vaccinations and 
monitor hospital admissions 
to ensure that the health care 
system is not overwhelmed 
when cases increase, he said.

The administration will 
also push for the creation of 
a centres for disease control, 
a vaccine institute, and more 
hospitals, he added.

“This way, we will even-
tually get used to the fact 

that the virus is there, but 
the threat to our lives is no 
longer serious,” he said, add-
ing that “it is time for our 
children to return to full face 
to face classes once again” 
which will be implemented 
later this year.

Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic broke out in 2020, 
the country’s total caseload 
has hit more than 3.74 mil-
lion, with 60,641 deaths, ac-
cording to the Department of 
health. More than 71.5 mil-
lion out of the country’s esti-
mated 110 million population 
have been vaccinated.

The Philippines had one 
of the longest and most re-
strictive lockdowns under 
the Covid-19 pandemic, trig-
gering a 15-month recession 
and causing economic losses 
estimated to be worth more 
than 40 trillion pesos ($714 
billion) in the next 40 years.

Marcos Jr said he will 
implement a medium-term 
macro-economic and fiscal 
policy that aims to achieve 
strong economic growth of 
between 6.5% and 7.5% this 
year, and up to 8% annually 
from 2023 to 2028, and 9% 

or single-digit poverty rate by 
2028.

The son of late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos and for-
mer first lady imelda Marcos 
did not talk about the human 
rights issues or the contro-
versial war on drugs of his 
predecessor Rodrigo Duterte.

Thousands of protesters 
gathered more than 9 kilome-
tres away from the Batasan 
Pambansa compound, where 
the address was held amid 
tight security with more than 

20,000 police officers de-
ployed in strategic areas.

Among the demonstra-
tors were survivors of hu-
man rights abuses under the 
20-year rule of his late fa-
ther and namesake, who was 
ousted by a people power re-
volt 36 years ago.

“The Marcos family’s 
return to power is never a 
forgiveness of their sins to 
the Filipino people,” said 
Trinidad herrera Repuno, a 
victim of torture and deten-

tion during martial law un-
der Marcos Sr. “We all know 
that elections in this country 
is won by money, bribery, in-
timidation, and fraud.” “Un-
doubtedly, Marcos Jr used 
their stolen money to bribe 
politicians, buy votes mas-
sively, and build an army of 
trolls to disseminate false 
information in favour of his 
family,” she added. “how-
ever, the fact still remains: 
Marcos Jr’s family is the 
most criminal family in the 
country.” The president’s 
family was chased out of 
the country in 1986 amid 
widespread corruption and 
human rights abuses. his 
mother, imelda Marcos, is 
notorious for her lavish life-
style and for amassing 3,000 
pairs of shoes while millions 
of Filipinos languished in 
poverty.

The family was allowed 
to return to the Philippines 
in 1992, three years after 
Marcos Sr died in hawaii. 
Various members have since 
been elected to government 
posts and Marcos Jr’s presi-
dency completes the family’s 
return to power.

Beijing China repeated a 
warning to the US as the 
US Speaker of the House 
of Representatives nancy 
Pelosi considers a trip to 
Taiwan, seen by Beijing as 
one of its provinces.

“if the US side insists 
on this visit, China will take 
firm and strong measures to 
protect its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity,” Beijing 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Zhao lijian said on 
Monday.   The warning came 
after a sharp response by 
Beijing to reports in the 
Financial Times concerning 
the possible trip. 

Pelosi has not con-
firmed her plans, while 
US President joe Biden 
responded with caution 
when asked about her travel 
plans. (dpa)

China warns US 
as Pelosi weighs 
trip to Taiwan

Tokyo: Southern japan’s 
Sakurajima volcano erupted 
twice on Monday morning, 
spewing ash and rocks over 
a two-and-a-half-kilometre 
radius and leading the ja-
pan Meteorological agency 
to issue its highest-level 
warning.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of injuries or 
damage, though some 50 
residents of two small vil-
lages on the volcanic island 
were ordered to evacuate 
as a precautionary meas-
ure, according to television 
station nHk. The 1,117-me-
tre-high Sakurajima, which 
is located opposite the city 
of kagoshima on kyushu, 
japan’s third largest island, 
is the country’s most active 
volcano. japan sits on the 
so-called Pacific Ring of 
Fire, an area known for seis-
mic upheavals and volcanic 
eruptions.  (dpa)

Japan volcano: 
Nearby residents 
evacuated

News 
in brief

dpa
MoSCow

RUSSiAn plans to bring more 
than 200 Ukrainians to trial for 
crimes against humanity before 
an international court it is in 
the process of creating.

Such a tribunal would be 
under the leadership of a part-
ner organization of Russia, ac-
cording to the head of the Rus-
sian investigative Committee, 
Alexander Bastrykin, in a Mon-
day interview with the newspa-
per Rossiyskaya Gazeta.

he said Bolivia, iran and 
Syria, among others, have ex-
pressed interest in participat-
ing in the tribunal.

“ninety-two commanders 
and their subordinates have 
been indicted, and 96 others, 
including 51 Ukrainian officers, 
were put on the wanted list,” 
Bastrykin said.

There are also investiga-
tions against British, US, Cana-
dian, Dutch and Georgian citi-
zens for mercenary activities, 
he added. They are accused of 
fighting on Ukraine’s side fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion.

Two Britons and a Moroc-
can have already been sen-
tenced to death by pro-Russian 
separatists in Donetsk. Appeal 
proceedings are ongoing.

in contrast, Russia is fac-
ing more than 1,300 crimi-
nal proceedings against some 
400 people at the Un-backed 
international Criminal Court 
(iCC) for alleged war crimes 
committed against Ukrainian 
civilians.

Germany’s interior and so-
cial affairs ministers were in 
Ukraine on Monday for talks 

about the investigation of war 
crimes. Ukraine has also re-
ceived the first Gepard (leop-
ard) anti-aircraft tanks from 
Germany.

“Today the first three 
Gepards officially arrived,” 
Defence Minister Oleksii 
Resnikov said on Ukrainian 
television, adding that tens of 
thousands of rounds of ammu-
nition had also been delivered.

Another 12 of the tanks are 
due to be sent.

This is the second delivery 
of heavy weapons from Ger-

many. in June, the German 
government delivered seven 
self-propelled howitzers with a 
range of 40 kilometres.

Five months and a day 
since Russia invaded Ukraine, 
a stalemate seems to be emerg-
ing. Ukraine did well initially to 
thwart Russia from taking the 
capital Kiev, forcing Moscow to 
concentrate on eastern regions 
where pro-Russian separatists 
had been fighting for years.

Russia has made gains but 
Ukraine is stemming the tide.

Russian troops have made 

further assault attempts on the 
Slovyansk-Kramatorsk urban 
area in the eastern Donetsk re-
gion, according to the Ukrain-
ian general staff, but most at-
tacks were repelled.

The mayor of Slovyansk has 
warned of a failure of the heat 
and water supplies in the com-
ing winter.

“You will be able to heat 
your apartment if there is elec-
tricity, but the sewage system 
will freeze,” Vadym lyakh told 
news site novyny Donbassu, 
adding 22,000 people remain 

in the city but should flee.
in the south, the Ukrain-

ian general staff reported heavy 
artillery battles and Russian air 
strikes in Kherson. The infor-
mation could not be indepen-
dently verified.

in its daily Ukraine report, 
British intelligence said that in 
addition to its “well document-
ed personnel problems, Russia 
likely continues to struggle to 
extract and repair the thou-
sands of combat vehicles which 
have been damaged in action 
in Ukraine.” Russia’s Foreign 

Minister Sergei lavrov said 
on Sunday that Moscow was 
looking for regime change in 
Ukraine, in some of the starkest 
comments from a top Kremlin 
officials for weeks.

Ukrainian President Volod-
omyr Zelenksy has been lauded 
for his leadership by the inter-
national community, who have 
placed heavy sanctions on Mos-
cow for its invasion.

The war was threaten-
ing global food supplies, with 
Ukraine a top exporter of grain. 
A deal was agreed with Moscow 
on Friday to boost Ukrainian 
exports via the Black Sea, only 
for Russia to strike the port of 
Odessa on Saturday.

lavrov said on Monday that 
the missiles struck a part of the 
port used for military purposes 
and were a “significant dis-
tance” from the grain silos.

Russia has also said a paral-
lel deal with the United nations 
allows for Russian exports of 
grain and fertilizer to also flow 
and avoid sanctions. The Un 
has not specified the exact na-
ture of the agreement.

Ukrainian soldiers keep position on the front line in Kharkiv region recently. (aFP)

Two Britons and a Moroccan have already been sentenced to death by pro-Russian separatists in Donetsk

Russia plans to create own 
int’l court to try Ukrainians

War crimes 
Russia is facing more than 
1,300 criminal proceedings 
against some 400 people at 
the Un-backed international 
Criminal Court (iCC) for 
alleged war crimes committed 
against Ukrainian civilians
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A recent outbreak of acute 
hepatitis in young children is 
not linked to Covid-19, re-
searchers have said.

in two independent 
research papers, scientists 
concluded that the rise is actu-
ally connected to the common 
adeno-associated virus 2, or 
AAV2. AAV2 is not known to 
normally cause disease on its 
own and often accompanies 
infection with adenoviruses. 
These can cause cold or flu-
like illness.

experts said they could not 
completely exclude the chance 
that affected children had 

somehow developed increased 
susceptibility to getting sick, 
but they said this was ex-
tremely unlikely to be caused 
by Covid-19.

Most of the 268 children 
affected in Britain by sudden-
onset hepatitis have been aged 
under 5, with nearly 40% of 
children taken to hospital 
needing intensive care.

in total, at least 1,000 cas-
es have been reported world-
wide. Two new studies, which 
have yet to be peer-reviewed, 
have now been published, led 
by the University of Glasgow 
and Great Ormond Street 
hospital (GOSh) in london.

Researchers found that 
AAV2, which cannot replicate 

without a “helper” virus such 
as an adenovirus, was present 
in all nine cases in the Glas-
gow study and 94% (16 of 17) 
of cases in the GOSh study.

The 94% is significantly 
higher than the 16% normally 
found in the general popula-
tion. The scientists therefore 
believe that dual infection 
infection with AAV2 and an 
adenovirus, or possibly a 
herpes virus hhV6, may offer 
the best explanation for the 
onset of severe liver disease in 
affected children.

Both teams said the rise 
in adenovirus infections after 
Covid-19 lockdowns may have 
contributed to the outbreak, 
owing to the fact children had 

lower immunity levels from 
staying indoors and were not 
coming into contact with the 
normal range of viruses.

Judy Breuer, honorary 
consultant virologist at GOSh, 
said: “While we still have 
some unanswered questions 
about exactly what led to this 
spike in acute hepatitis, we 
hope these results can reas-
sure parents concerned about 
Covid-19 as neither teams 
have found any direct link 
with SARS-CoV-2 infection.

“Our data do, however, 
point to AAV2 in the liver and/
or blood of cases as the strong-
est biomarker for the hepatitis.

“Additionally, the presence 
of hhV6 and adenovirus in 

the damaged livers, removed 
from the five children who 
needed liver transplants, 
raises questions as to the role 
of co-infections with these 
three viruses in the most se-
vere cases.” The Scottish study 
also examined the genetics 
of affected children to find 
out whether any of them may 
be more susceptible to acute 
hepatitis. Researchers were 
able to identify differences in 
the human leukocyte antigen 
gene that were not commonly 
found in the control groups 
of healthy children, or in the 
genes of children with other 
forms of hepatitis.

The team said these 
genetic sequences may offer 

another part of the answer as 
to why some children have 
become seriously unwell.

emma Thomson, senior 
author of the Scottish study and 
an expert in infectious diseases, 
said: “There are many unan-
swered questions and larger 
studies are urgently needed to 
investigate the role of AAV2 in 
paediatric hepatitis cases.

“We also need to under-
stand more about seasonal cir-
culation of AAV2, a virus that 
is not routinely monitored - it 
may be that a peak of adeno-
virus infection has coincided 
with a peak in AAV2 exposure, 
leading to an unusual mani-
festation of hepatitis in sus-
ceptible young children.”

Hepatitis outbreak in children ‘not linked to COVID’

dpa
Vienna

PeOPle who caught Covid-19 
in an outbreak at an Austrian 
ski resort early in the pandemic 
are welcoming a court decision 
that could pave the way to-
wards compensation for them.

Vienna’s higher Regional 
Court on Monday overturned 
a first instance decision by a 
lower court that had rejected 
the claims of a German plaintiff 
for damages.

The plaintiff had sued for 
pain and suffering, recovery 
and care costs, and lost earn-
ings after catching the virus 
during a stay at the ischgl ski 
resort.

The Tyrolean municipality 
is known for its apres-ski scene 
as well as the fact that an early 
outbreak there spread the coro-
navirus far beyond Austria’s 
borders in 2020.

Many cases in europe are 
thought to have originated 
at the Kitzloch, after tourists 
caught the virus then travelled 
to their own countries, bringing 
the disease with them.

An independent report in 
October 2020 found that staff 
with flu-like symptoms had 
continued working at the Kit-
zloch bar, and that the authori-
ties had played down the situa-
tion.

Relatives of those who died 
of the virus later sued the state, 
saying officials had failed to 
take adequate measures to pro-
tect people’s health at the start 
of the pandemic.

The German plaintiff also 
said that state information 
concerning imminent dangers 
ought to be correct and com-
plete, which was not the case in 
ischgl.

For example, officials there 
had said on March 5, 2020, 
that icelandic holidaymakers 
who caught Covid-19 had con-
tracted the disease as they flew 
home, although it was known 
that there were two people with 
symptoms at ischgl.

Officials consciously made 
the statement, the higher Re-
gional Court found, along with 
the fact that did not reflect what 
was known at that time, in what 
it called “unlawful and culpa-
ble information” for which the 
Republic of Austria was funda-
mentally liable.

The court referred the case 
back to the lower court and also 
permitted a challenge before the 
Supreme Court because of the 
fundamental legal questions.

The plaintiff’s side celebrat-
ed the court’s ruling. “The court 
of first instance must now ex-
amine the public liability claims 
in a well-founded manner. We 
therefore trust that the Repub-
lic of Austria will ultimately pay 
damages to the injured parties 
of ischgl,” said Peter Kolba, 
from a consumer protection as-
sociation representing around 
100 plaintiffs.

Court raises 
compensation 
hopes for 
Austrian resort 
COVID victims
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Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr in Manila on Monday. (aFP)

The plaintiff had sued for 
pain and suffering, recov-
ery and care costs, and 
lost earnings after catch-
ing the virus during a stay 
at the Ischgl ski resort
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QIIB on Monday announced that the 
bank’s interim result marked a net profit 
of QR 571 million in the first half of 2022, 
with an overall growth of 5 percent com-
pared to the same period in 2021.

Commenting on the occasion, QIIB 
Chairman Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Thani bin 
Abdullah Al Thani said, “We achieved the 
targeted growth rate thanks to the collec-
tive efforts made and the rich and distin-
guished opportunities provided by the Qa-
tari economy to various sectors, banking in                               
particular.”

“QIIB continued to strengthen its fi-
nancial position and achieve outstanding 
stability in terms of its various indicators. 
The bank was able to respond to the vari-
ous market challenges and rise to the level 
of competition, thus maintaining its lead-
ing position,” he said.

The chairman said, “The bank contin-
ues to focus on enhancing its presence in 
the local market by financing various pro-
jects, especially those that provide added 
value to the Qatari economy. These include 
major infrastructure projects, SMEs, and 
especially entrepreneurial projects that 
represent one of the bright facets of Qa-
tar’s economic growth. In this context, it 
is worth mentioning that QIIB and Qatar 
Development Bank had signed the Al Dha-
meen updated programme agreement on 
its 10th anniversary, which proved to be 
successful and achieved outstanding re-
sults. QIIB has always been a pioneer im-
plementing this programme within the lo-
cal banking sector.”

Sheikh Khalid expressed his confidence 
that the great leap taken by QIIB during 
the last period, specifically in the field of 
digital transformation, will be reflected in 
the bank’s future results and its capacity to 
achieve the desired outcomes from the ap-
proved strategic and interim plans.

Sheikh Khalid thanked the executive 
management and all the bank’s employees 
for their efforts to implement the plans, 
improve the performance and provide the 
best services, calling on everyone to exert 
more effort to achieve the desired goals.

Explaining in detail the bank’s financial 
results for the first half of 2022, QIIB CEO 
Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei said, “The 
bank’s total income amounted to QR1.22 

billion at the end of the first half of 2022, 
while the bank’s total assets stood at QR 
63.2 billion, compared to QR 62.5 billion at 
the end of corresponding period of 2021.”

He said, “Customer deposits at the end 
of the first half achieved a growth rate of 
1.1 percent, as they reached QR39.3 bil-
lion compared to QR38.8 billion for the 
corresponding period in 2021. We also 
maintained our distinguished operational 
efficiency ratio compared to the locally and 
internationally acceptable ratios, which 
reached 18.96 percent at the end of the first 
half.”

The CEO pointed out that the total eq-
uity at the end of the first half rose by 4.7 
percent to reach QR8.7 billion compared 
to QR8.3 billion at the end of the first half 
of 2021. As for the bank’s capital adequacy 
under Basel III, it remained stable at 16.24 
percent, which is much higher than the re-
quired regulatory limit, thus reflecting the 
strength of the bank’s financial position 
against any potential market risks.

“The results and the performance that 
were disclosed at the end of the first half 
of 2022, are the results of the great efforts 
made to translate the plans and strategies 

approved by the Board of Directors into a 
tangible reality, which are reflected in the 
numbers and growth rates achieved,” he 
said.

Shaibei said, “We are pleased with the 
progress that has been made in the first half 
and we aspire to accomplish more. We fo-
cused our efforts on enhancing our opera-
tional performance and adapting to the lat-
est market developments. We believe that 
the circumstances are appropriate to con-
tinue achieving good results in the coming 
period. We are also working at many levels 
to enhance the bank’s work environment 

and respond to all kinds of challenges.”
“The bank’s customer base continued 

to expand, and we witnessed an increas-
ing demand for the bank’s various services. 
The development of digital services, for 
retail and corporate customers, has had a 
great impact, as we noted a great shift by 
our customers to the new banking servic-
es that we provide via mobile, Internet or 
other digital channels. In fact, our digital 
banking services have become exception-
ally popular among customers, which helps 
us enhance the customers’ banking experi-
ence and enrich it with the latest innova-
tions,” he said.

Shaibei said, “Alongside the progress 
achieved by the Bank during the last period, 
QIIB continued to gain a local and inter-
national appreciation and recognition. The 
Islamic Retail Banking Awards Committee 
awarded QIIB the “Best Islamic Bank in Re-
tail Services” award, while Global Econom-
ics awarded it the “Best Bank in Qatar for 
Credit card Offers” award. The bank also ob-
tained the respected ISO 27001 internation-
al certificate in the field of information se-
curity, which is granted to institutions that 
achieve high standards in the field of data 
protection and customer information pres-
ervation. Certainly, the Bank’s appreciation 
and recognition echo the bank’s actual im-
provement of its services and products and 
technological advancement, which we are 
keen to keep aligned with the latest global 
banking developments”.

With regard to Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility, the CEO said, “QIIB continues 
to implement its vision and take community 
service initiatives, providing support to a 
number of events and activities in the fields 
of sports, education, creativity and innova-
tion, while highlighting the importance of 
partnership between profitable institutions 
such as banks and non-profit community 
institutions.”

As for human resources, he said, “The 
bank continues to implement its policy by 
attracting, supporting and empowering 
Qatari cadres, ensuring that they play a 
primary role in all the Bank’s departments. 
We continue to provide them with the best 
training and work-related qualification, as 
well as grant them privileges that motivate 
them to continue working for the bank and 
assuming leadership positions in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 in terms of                
empowering national cadres.”

Value of total assets rise to QR63.2 billion, while total deposits reach QR39.3 billion  Bank’s total income grows to QR 1.22 billion

QIIB net profit increases 5% to 
QR 571 mn in first half of 2022

QIIB Chairman Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Thani                    
bin Abdullah Al Thani 
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DEVELOPING local and international 
talent pools will be crucial to the growth 
of Qatar’s manufacturing sector, which 
plays a central role in the country’s push 
to diversify its economy, a new PwC Mid-
dle East report says.

The need to develop and attract local 
talent pools is highlighted in the identifi-
cation of two of nine strategic enablers in 
the Qatar Manufacturing Strategy focus-
ing around developing Qatar’s local and 
international talent pools.

Dr. Bashar Eljawhari, Consumer 
and Industrial Products and Services, 
Partner at PwC Middle East, said, “The 
manufacturing sector in Qatar is a prior-
ity sector under the National Vision 2030 
programme and a key contributor to the 
government’s economic diversification 
agenda. However, growth of the sector 
is dependent on the availability of ap-
propriate skills and competencies. In our 
report we highlight five interventions that 
should be prioritised to bridge the talent 
demand and supply gap in the manufac-

turing sector.”
Qatar’s current skills gap can be at-

tributed to several factors, the new report 
says, among them are labour misalloca-
tion, skewed labour market and immigra-

tion policies, a relatively static structure 
of the education sector, as well as an in-
active population reaching 13 percent in 
mid-2021.

As Qatar continues its path of diver-
sification and strives to achieve its Vision 
2030 objectives, closing the skills gap 
should be a key priority for the growth of 
the manufacturing sector.

PwC’s analysis shows that if the talent 
demand in the Qatar’s pharmaceutical 
manufacturing sub-sector alone is met, 
the sector is likely to contribute an addi-
tional QR4.7 billion ($1.3 billion) to the 
GDP in 2030.

Randa Bahsoun, New World New 
Skills Leader at PwC Middle East, said, 
“While there may be an adequate sup-
ply of highly skilled individuals willing 
to work, skills gaps still arise, specifically 
when the skills of the available workforce 
do not match those needed for the roles 
that need to be filled. To attract, develop 
and retain appropriate skills and compe-
tencies vital to the growth of the manu-
facturing sector, key stakeholders need to 
work collaboratively to implement recom-
mended initiatives.”

Closing skills gap key to growth of 
Qatar’s manufacturing sector: PwC

QNA
WASHINGTON 

US Treasury Secretary Jan-
net Yellen says her country’s 
economy is slowing down, but 
has ruled out the possibility of 
recession owing to what she 
considered healthy employ-
ment rates.

Yellen’s statement came 
during an interview with NBC 
Network on Monday shortly 
before the release of a slew of 
economic reports this week 
that will shed light on the US 
economy amid inflation and 
expected hikes in interest 
rates.

US Department of Com-
merce is due to release its ini-
tial estimation of its economic 
production for the April-June 
quarter with economists ex-
pecting a new shrinking for 
the second successive quarter.

US GDP shrank at a 1.6 
percent annual rate for the 
January-March quarter. Ex-
perts see two successive nega-
tive readings an informal defi-
nition of recession.

Yellen added that a lot of 
economic areas were still in 

a good situation amid growth 
in spending and the creation 
of more than 400,000 jobs a 
month this year.

Unemployment rate in the 
US reached 3.6 percent, the 
lowest rate in 50 years.

However, Yellen said that 
the economy is in “a period of 
transition in which growth is 
slowing and that’s necessary 

and appropriate and we need 
to be growing at a steady and 
sustainable pace.” The slow-
down could help decrease in-
flation which hit 9.1 percent. 
However, economists think 
a recession is imminent with 
high inflation rates hindering 
spending power and prompt-
ing the Federal Reserve to 
raise interest rates.

Yellen rules out possibility 
of recession in US

QIIB CEO Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei The QIIB headquarters in Doha. 

PwC sees skills gap of 20,000 jobs between 2022 and 2030 in Qatar’s manu-
facturing sector *The report recommends a multi-governmental approach 
to address talent planning, talent attraction, and talent development

Dr. Bashar Eljawhari, Consumer and                                 
Industrial Products and Services, Partner                 
at PwC Middle East  

US Treasury Secretary Jannet Yellen 
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Musk denies affair 
with wife of Google 
co-founder S Brin

Agencies

Musk denies affair with Goog-
le co-founder sergey Brin’s 
wife

Tesla boss Elon Musk has 
denied having an affair with 
Nicole shanahan, the wife of 
Google co-founder, sergey 
Brin. Musk’s comments came 
after the Wall street Journal 
reported that his friendship 
with Brin had ended over the 
alleged affair.

Replying to a link to the sto-
ry posted on Twitter, Musk re-
ferred to the report as “total bs”.

Musk went on to say that 
he is still friends with Brin and 
that they were “at a party to-
gether last night!”

Citing people familiar with 
the matter, the Wall street 
Journal said that Musk was en-
gaged in a brief affair late last 
year with Ms shanahan.

This prompted Brin to file 
for divorce earlier this year, 
ending the long friendship 
between the two high-profile 
technology billionaires, the pa-
per also said.

But Musk tweeted “I’ve 
only seen Nicole twice in three 
years, both times with many 
other people around. Nothing 

romantic”.
At the time of the alleged 

affair in December, Brin and 
his wife were separated but still 
living together, the Wall street 
Journal said, citing a person 
close to shanahan.

In a separate tweet, Musk 
said “WsJ [Wall street Jour-
nal] has run so many bs hit 
pieces on me and Tesla I’ve lost 
count.”

Even though they have a 
prenuptial agreement, Brin 
and shanahan are currently 
negotiating a divorce settle-
ment, which could be as much 
as $1bn (£830m), the paper 
said.

shanahan is a California-
based attorney and founder 
of legal technology company 
ClearAccessIP and the Bia-
Echo Foundation, according to 
her LinkedIn profile.

The Bia-Echo Foundation 
is a philanthropic organisation 
that promotes “reproductive 
longevity & equality, criminal 
justice reform and a healthy & 
livable planet”.

Musk, who is also the boss 
of rocket firm spaceX, is cur-
rently embroiled in a legal fight 
over his abandoned plan to buy 
Twitter for $44bn.

Agencies

RussIA’s Gazprom said Mon-
day that it would further re-
duce natural gas flows through 
a major pipeline to Europe to 
20% of capacity, citing repairs 
of equipment.

The Russian state-owned 
company tweeted that it would 
reduce “the daily throughput” 
of the Nord stream 1 pipeline 
to Germany to 33 million cubic 
meters as of Wednesday. The 
head of Germany’s network 
regulator confirmed the reduc-
tion.

“The halving of the nomi-
nation of Nordstream1 was 
announced for the day after 
tomorrow,” tweeted klaus Mu-
eller.

It comes after Gazprom 
raised questions earlier Mon-
day about the return of a part 
that has been at the center of 
tensions over natural gas deliv-
eries through the pipeline, say-
ing that it isn’t satisfied with 

documents it has received.
The company reduced the 

gas flow through the Nord 
stream 1 pipeline by 60% in 
mid-June, citing alleged tech-
nical problems involving the 
equipment that partner sie-
mens Energy sent to Canada 
for overhaul and couldn’t be 
returned because of sanc-
tions over Russia’s invasion of 
ukraine.

Canada subsequently al-
lowed the turbine for a com-
pressor station at the pipeline’s 
Russian end to be delivered to 
Germany. That is where the 
German government said it 
was last week.

Its return to Russia has 
turned into a protracted saga, 
underlining tensions over the 
war and raising the possibil-
ity of even less gas flowing 
through the pipeline under 
the Baltic sea to Germany. 
Gas is used to keep industry 
humming, generate electricity 
and heat homes in the winter, 

and concerns are rising about 
a possible recession if Europe 
does not save enough gas and 
rationing is required to get 
through the cold months.

Germany has rejected 
Gazprom’s technical expla-
nation for the gas reduction, 
saying repeatedly that it was 
only a pretext for the krem-
lin’s political decision to sow 
uncertainty and further push 
up energy prices. It has said 
the turbine was a replacement 
that was only supposed to be 

installed in september.
Deliveries stayed at 40% 

of full capacity when Nord 
stream 1 reopened after 10 
days of scheduled mainte-
nance last week.

In a statement Monday on 
Twitter, Gazprom said it had 
received documents for the 
turbine issued by Canadian 
authorities but after studying 
them, “had to conclude that 
they do not eliminate the pre-
viously identified risks and give 
rise to additional questions.”

It also asserted that issues 
regarding European union 
and British sanctions “remain 
unresolved for Gazprom,” 
though that resolution is im-
portant for delivering the tur-
bine “and performing urgent 
major repair of other turbine 
engines” for the same com-
pressor station.

The company said it had 
requested “prompt support” 
from siemens Energy to clari-
fy. Germany says all concerned 
have been informed that the 
part isn’t subject to Eu sanc-
tions, and siemens Energy 
said it had no update.

The German government 
said last week that the reduc-
tion in gas flows confirmed 
that the country can’t rely on 
Russian deliveries, announc-
ing that it would step up its gas 
storage requirements and take 
further measures to save gas. 
Russia recently has accounted 
for about a third of the coun-
try’s gas supplies.

Russia to cut gas through Nord 
Stream 1 to 20% of capacity

Morning light lights the landfall facility of the Nord Stream 1 Baltic Sea pipeline and the transfer station of the OPAL gas pipeline, the Baltic Sea Pipeline Link, in Lubmin, Germany, 
Thursday, July 21, 2022. The operator of the major pipeline from Russia to Europe says natural gas has started flowing again after a 10-day shutdown for maintenance.
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EuRoPEAN union countries 
are seeking to soften the bloc’s 
plan to require them to use 
less gas as Europe prepares for 
a winter of uncertain supplies 
from its main gas supplier 
Russia.

The European Commis-
sion proposed last week that 
the 27 Eu member states each 
cut their gas use by 15% from 
August to March. The target 
would be voluntary, but the 
Commission could make it 
binding in a gas supply emer-
gency.

Brussels has urged coun-
tries to curb gas use now to 
help fill storage ahead of win-
ter, and warned a full cut-off of 
Russian gas is likely. 

But the Eu plan has faced 
resistance from a swathe of 
governments, with some flatly 
against binding cuts and oth-
ers unwilling to let Brussels 
control their energy use.

Diplomats from Eu coun-
tries were discussing a revised 
proposal on Monday, before 
their energy ministers attempt 
to strike a deal on it on Tues-
day.

The proposal would keep 
the voluntary target for all 
countries to curb gas use, but 
offer a range of exemptions to 
the binding target - effectively 
meaning countries would face 
different mandatory goals.

“Everyone has to contrib-
ute to the extent possible,” 
a senior Eu diplomat said, 
adding the latest proposal 
should still nearly cover the 
gas demand gap of 45 billion 
cubic metres that Europe’s gas 
network operators have said a 
Russian cut-off would cause 
this winter.

Before it invaded ukraine, 

Russia had supplied 40% of 
Eu gas, or roughly 155 bcm 
per year.

other diplomats raised 
concerns the proposal would 
fall short.

Eu countries have so far 
cut their combined gas use 
by just 5%, despite months of 
soaring prices and squeezed 
supply from Russia.

The latest proposal would 
exempt from the binding tar-
get countries without links 
to Eu gas networks, such as 
island countries Ireland and 
Malta.

states with large volumes 
of stored gas could face lower 
targets, as could states that 
export gas to other countries, 
likely including spain, which 
does not rely on Russia for gas 
and has criticised the Eu pro-
posal. Critical sectors such as 
chemicals and steel could also 
be exempted.

The new proposal would 
require majority support from 
countries to make the gas 
curbs binding. An initial pro-
posal to put the Commission 
in charge of that process was 
opposed by counties including 
France, Italy, the Netherlands 
and Poland.

Polish climate minister 
Anna Moskwa said the idea of 
Brussels imposing gas limits 
on countries “is totally against 
the idea of energy security and 
democracy.”

Seeking exemptions to 
binding cuts, EU nations  
rewrite plans to reduce 
demand for  natural gas

Revised proposal would 
keep the voluntary target 
for all countries to curb gas 
use, but offer a range of 
exemptions to the binding 
target - effectively meaning 
countries would face differ-
ent mandatory goals.

European gas prices jump
European natural gas prices jumped more than 10% on 
Wednesday after Gazprom PJSC said it will halt another 
turbine and reduce flows through the Nord Stream pipeline. 
The key pipeline will pump 33 million cubic meters a day, or 
just 20% of its capacity, from Wednesday as another turbine 
is halted for maintenance, Gazprom said in a statement. The 
move poses further risks to Europe’s gas supply ahead of 
winter.  

China plans real estate fund worth up to $44 bn
Agencies

ChINA will launch a real es-
tate fund to help property 
developers resolve a crip-
pling debt crisis, aiming for 
a warchest of up to 300 bil-
lion yuan ($44 billion) in a 
bid to restore confidence in 
the industry, according to a 
state bank official with direct 
knowledge of the matter.

The move would mark the 
first major step by the state to 
rescue the beleaguered prop-
erty sector since the debt trou-
bles became public last year.

The size of the fund would 
initially be set at 80 billion 
yuan through support from 
the central bank, the People’s 
Bank of China (PBoC), the 
person, who declined to be 
identified due to the sensitiv-
ity of the matter, told Reuters.

he said state-owned China 
Construction Bank (601939.
ss), will contribute 50 billion 
yuan into the 80 billion yuan 
fund, but the money will come 
from PBoC’s relending facil-
ity.

If the model works, other 
banks will follow suit with 
a target to raise up to 200 to 
300 billion yuan, he added.

A key pillar of the world’s 
second-largest economy, Chi-
na’s property sector has been 
lurching from one crisis to 
another, and has been a major 
drag on growth over the past 
year. A revolt by homebuyers 

this month heaped more head-
ache for authorities.

some analysts said a fund 
would only provide part of the 
solution.

“We don’t know details of 
the fund yet. If just 80 billion 
it’s not enough to solve the 
problem,” said Larry hu, chief 
China economist at Macquar-
ie. “I believe the fund would 
be part of the bigger package 
to solve the current debt and 
mortgage crisis, because it 
alone would not solve all the 
problems... we need a real es-
tate recovery.” Reuters has 

reached out for comment from 
China Construction Bank, the 
PBoC and China’s cabinet, the 
state Council.

Global investors are fix-
ated on any twists and turns 
in China’s property market, 
which along with related sec-
tors such as construction, ac-
counts for more than a quarter 
of the country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP).

The source said the fund 
will be used to bankroll the 
purchases of unfinished home 
projects and complete their 
construction, and then rent 

them to individuals as part 
of the government’s drive to 
boost rental housing.

such a move would un-
derline the importance the 
central government attaches 
to providing more affordable 
homes for young people at a 
time when some local govern-
ments have been reluctant to 
build rental housing because 
land sales are a major source 
of income.

h e n a n - g o v e r n m e n t 
backed Zhengzhou Real Es-
tate, which set up one of the 
first local bailout funds in the 

country last week with state-
owned henan Asset Manage-
ment amid the mortgage boy-
cott, plans to use 20 billion 
yuan to acquire 50,000 units 
and turn them into rental 
housing, according to a notice 
by the Zhengzhou authorities 
this month seen by Reuters.

Turmoil in China’s proper-
ty market, from the debt crisis, 
to credit tightening and the 
mortgage boycott, have bat-
tered confidence in the sector 
and seen authorities scramble 
to avert problems spilling into 
the broader economy.

“If the (fund) can be real-
ized in the near future, it helps 
avoid more developers from 
defaulting and also helps to 
improve market sentiment 
as well as developers’ sales,” 
said Raymond Cheng, head of 
China research at CGs-CIMB 
securities.

The latest news propelled 
the hang seng Mainland 
Properties Index more than 
5% early on Monday, and it 
was up 3.5% in mid-afternoon 
trading. The CsI 300 Real Es-
tate Index rose almost 2.0%.

Financial information pro-
vider REDD first reported de-
tails of the real estate fund on 
Monday.

The fund would support 
more than a dozen property 
developers, including embat-
tled China Evergrande Group, 
REDD reported, citing uni-
dentified sources.

The Evergrande Center of China Evergrande Group is seen amid other buildings in Shanghai, China, Sep-
tember 24, 2021.
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IndIan rupee may further 
depreciate to 82 to a dollar in 
the near term due to widening 
of trade deficit and expected 
aggressive rate hike by the US 
Fed later this week to tame 
record high inflation, econo-
mists said.

There is widespread spec-
ulation that the US Fed, in its 
July 26-27 meeting, may in-
crease the interest rate by 50-
75 basis points, which could 
result in flight of capital from 
emerging nations like India. 
With dollar outflow and ele-
vated level of crude oil prices, 
the rupee would see further 
depreciation.

Last week, the rupee de-
preciated to a life-time low of 
80.06 a dollar.

Economists are of the 
opinion that the rupee after 
touching a life-time low may 
settle around 78 to a dollar by 
March next year with stability 
around crude oil prices and 
likely improvement in geopo-
litical situation.

“Overall what we had as-
sessed is that the rupee could 
settle somewhere around 79 to 
a dollar. That will be the aver-

age price for the entire year...
in the current depreciating cy-
cle, the rupee may fall to over 
81/USd in the current politi-
cal situation,” India Ratings & 
Research principal economist 
Sunil Kumar Sinha told PTI.

amidst a rebound in crude 
oil prices and the expectation 
that the US dollar will remain 
relatively strong in the imme-
diate term, ICRa expects the 
rupee may weaken to 81/USd 
in Q2 FY2023.

“Subsequently, global sen-
timent and the direction of 
foreign portfolio investment 
(FPI) flows will determine if 
the Indian rupee continues to 
depreciate in the remainder 
of the year, or if US recession 
fears eventually arrest the 
dollar strength,” ICRa Chief 
Economist aditi nayar said.

according to nomura, the 
rupee may see 82 level during 
the July-September quarter 
due to multiple headwinds in-
cluding weakening India BoP 
dynamics and Fed hikes dur-
ing the year.

Crisil expects the rupee to 
be under pressure in the near 
term and the rupee-dollar ex-
change rate will remain vola-
tile with depreciation bias in 

the near-term due to widening 
of the trade deficit, FPI out-
flows, and strengthening of 
the US dollar index owing to 
rate hikes by the US Fed and 
safe-haven demand for the 
dollar amid geopolitical risks.

“However, the pressure 
may ease towards the end of 

the fiscal, as crude oil prices 
are expected to come down, 
and the Fed slows its rate 
hike spree. Hence, we expect 
the exchange rate to settle 
to 78/USd by March 2023, 
compared with 76.2/USd in 
March 2022, with a lot of vol-
atility thrown in between now 

and then,” Crisil principal 
economist dipti deshpande 
said.

Trade deficit ballooned 
to a record $26.18 billion in 
June due to costlier imports 
of crude oil, coal and gold. The 
deficit widened to $70.80 bil-
lion in april-June this fiscal.

Last week, RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta das said the 
central bank has no particu-
lar level of the rupee in mind, 
but it would like to ensure its 
orderly evolution and empha-
sised zero tolerance for vola-
tile and bumpy movements of 
InR against dollar.

The Governor had also in-
dicated that the central bank 
would use forex reserves when 
required to deal with currency 
volatility.

“after all, this is the very 
purpose for which we had ac-
cumulated reserves when the 
capital inflows were strong. 
and, may I add, you buy an 
umbrella to use it when it 
rains!,” das said.

The country’s foreign ex-
change reserves had declined 
by $7.541 billion to $572.712 
billion in the week ended July 
15.

On further intervention 
from the government and the 
RBI to stem the fall in rupee 
EY India chief policy advisor 
d.K. Srivastava said the Cen-
tre may temporarily reduce 
customs and excise duty on 
selected products.

also, he said, India can 
take a more aggressive ap-

proach towards international-
ising the Indian rupee so that 
it may be used both as a reli-
able currency for trade and as 
a currency that many develop-
ing countries can keep as for-
eign exchange reserves.

ndia’s rupee has been on a 
slippery slope this year. amid 
rising interest interests in the 
US, geo-political uncertain-
ties and sell-off by foreign 
institutional investors from 
emerging markets, the dol-
lar has strengthened against 
a basket of currencies. The 
rupee crossed 80 to a dollar 
last week for the first time 
and while it has slightly pulled 
back to around 79.80 on Mon-
day, it is widely expected to 
further depreciate. 

a falling rupee is undoubt-
edly a boon for exporters. In-
dia’s exporters from software 
to textile and chemicals can 
typically earn more in a fall-
ing rupee scenario. But, as the 
rupee falls, a wide swathe of 
goods and services, especially 
those that are imported, do 
become expensive. at a time, 
inflation has already risen 
over the last several months, 
a depreciating rupee will fur-
ther add to costs.

Rupee may further decline to 82 to a dollar in near term: Experts

Agencies

THE nFL is making its 
move into offering its own 
media streaming platform.

The league announced 
that “nFL+” launched on 
Monday. Owners were 
briefed about it during the 
league meetings in May, 
while Brian Rolapp, the 
nFL’s chief media and busi-
ness officer, confirmed in a 
column for “Sports Illustrat-
ed” last week that it would 
be starting this season.

Commissioner Roger 
Goodell said in a phone in-
terview with The associated 
Press that the direct-to-
consumer offering gives the 
league the ability to under-
stand what fans and non-
fans are seeking in terms of 
content and customize it for 
them.

“We think this is a major 
step forward. It will evolve, 
build and get better as more 
and more content becomes 
available on this platform. 
The work that we’ve done 
either with other offerings 
or research has helped us 
sort of frame this in a way 
that we think would be 
very attractive and engage 
our fans.” The launch of 
“nFL+” comes as 15 games 
on Thursday night will be 
carried exclusively on ama-
zon Prime Video. The “Sun-
day Ticket” package of out-
of-market Sunday games 
currently will expire at the 
end of this season. ama-
zon, apple and Google have 
emerged as the frontrun-
ners to take over the rights 
that direcTV has held since 
1994.

“nFL+” will allow fans 
to view out-of-market pre-
season games on all devic-
es; local and national regu-
lar-season and postseason 
games on mobile devices; 

team and national radio 
feeds, nFL network shows 
on-demand along with the 
nFL Films archive. It could 
also include content pro-
duced by teams. It will be 
able to be accessed through 
the nFL app and website.

It is an upgrade of the 
“Game Pass” service that 
has been available to fans 
in the United States since 
2015. The league began of-
fering a package in which 
fans could watch replays of 
games online — appropri-
ately called “Game Rewind” 
— in 2009. It started to gain 
favor among fans and ana-
lysts in 2012 when it added 
coaches film, including two 
angles where all 22 players 
on the field could be viewed.

The league has also of-
fered out-of-market presea-
son games either through a 
separate package or “Game 
Pass” in previous seasons.

The key to the package is 
the live regular-season and 
playoff games. The league 
regained the mobile rights 
after its contracts with mo-
bile carriers expired at the 

end of last season.
“nFL+” will be avail-

able for $4.99/month or 
$39.99/year. a premium 
package — which includes 
full and condensed game 
replays as well as the coach-
es film — is $9.99/month 
or $79.99/year. The “Game 
Pass” package was previ-
ously available for $100/
year. “nFL+” will part of 
fans who purchase season 
tickets for their teams.

“We’ve had our toe in 
the water with ‘Game Pass,’ 
but this is our next step for-
ward,” said Hans Schroeder, 
the executive vice president 
of nFL Media. “We think 
this will be attractive for 
fans and sort of bring down 
the price point for fans on a 
monthly basis. There is an 
eye on future content down 
the road. We’re excited to 
see where this can go this 
year and beyond.” Goodell 
said recently the league is 
hoping to make a decision 
about “Sunday Ticket” and 
possibly selling an equity 
stake in nFL Media proper-
ties by the end of the year.

NFL enters media streaming 
marketplace with ‘NFL+’

US Fed set for another big 
interest rate hike with  
economy on knife’s edge

Agencies

US central bankers face an in-
creasingly difficult balancing 
act as they struggle to douse 
scorching inflation while still 
keeping the economy grow-
ing, though they have made it 
clear they are willing to risk a 
recession.

But with war still raging 
in Ukraine, and COVId-19 
causing ongoing issues in 
asia, avoiding an economic 
downturn will require luck 
and depend on many factors 
outside the Federal Reserve’s 
control.

as families struggle to 
make ends meet amid surg-
ing prices for gas, food and 
housing, and a rising number 
of americans take on second 
jobs to pay the bills, Fed of-
ficials have made it clear that 
fighting inflation is their top 
priority even if that means in-
flicting pain.

The Fed holds its two-day 
policy meeting next week, 
where it is expected to hike 
the benchmark borrowing 
rate on Wednesday by an-
other three-quarters of a per-
centage point in its aggressive 
campaign to cool demand 
and ease price pressures.

despite a healthy job 
market with near-record low 
unemployment, workers are 
seeing their wage gains over-
whelmed by sky-high con-
sumer prices that rose by a 
new 40-year high of 9.1 per-
cent in June.

Slowing the economy is 
likely to cause more job loss-
es, but policymakers want to 
avoid at all costs the greater 
pain of a price spiral that be-
comes entrenched or spins 
out of control.

Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen, herself a former Fed 
chief, warned last week that 
achieving a “soft landing... 
will require skill and good 
luck.” Former Fed vice chair 
donald Kohn agreed.

“It’s a very complicated, 
multi-dimensional issue,” 
Kohn told aFP, especially due 
to the ongoing supply chain 
uncertainty.

after flooding the world’s 
largest economy with support 
during the pandemic -- zero 
interest rates and a steady 
stream of liquidity into the fi-
nancial system -- Fed policy-
makers were congratulating 
themselves on how quickly 
the economy recovered, re-
gaining millions of jobs in a 

matter of months.
But they were caught flat-

footed by the rapid run-up 
in prices, as americans flush 
with cash due to massive gov-
ernment aid went on a spend-
ing spree, buying up cars, 
houses and other goods at a 
time when the global supply 
chain was still bogged down 
by pandemic lockdowns that 
continue in China.

The Fed finally began lift-
off -- taking the policy inter-
est rate off zero -- in March, 
starting with a 25-basis-point 
increase, followed by 50 in 
May and 75 in June.

Higher lending costs 
make it more expensive to 
borrow funds to buy cars and 
homes or expand businesses, 
which should cool demand, 
while also making it more at-
tractive to save rather than 
spend.

Other major central banks 
have followed suit, including 
the European Central Bank 
that made its first move last 
week.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
last month said the policy-
setting Federal Open Market 
Committee would consider 
either a 50 or 75 bps hike at 
the July meeting, and most 
economists expect a repeat of 
the June three-quarter-point 
increase.

Fed Governor Christo-
pher Waller recently floated 
the idea of a mammoth 100-

bps hike, which would be the 
first since the U.S. central 
bank started using the federal 
funds rate for policy in the 
early 1990s.

The equivalent amount of 
tightening in a single move 
hasn’t been seen since the 
early 1980s, when then-Fed 
chief Paul Volcker was on a 
crusade to crush a wage-price 
inflationary spiral.

But even Waller noted 
that it is important not to 
move too fast, and a full point 
hike would only be called for 
if data continue to show ac-
celerating price increases.

“I think they will probably 
discuss 100 basis points just 
because the inflation picture 
is still very bad,” said Julie 
Smith, a Lafayette College 
economics professor.

But some recent data 
“indicate that previous rate 
increases have very likely 
started to work,” she said in 
an interview.

Housing prices have sky-
rocketed, hitting new records 
repeatedly, even as interest 
rates have risen, and con-
sumer spending continues to 
increase, leading some econ-
omists to warn of a contrac-
tion in the second quarter.

But there are signs of 
cracks, including falling 
home sales, a dramatic drop 
in mortgage applications and 
an increasing share of spend-
ing going to necessities.

US Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell faces a complicated challenge of stamping out inflation without causing too much economic pain.

The Fed holds its two-day policy meeting 
next week, where it is expected to hike 
the benchmark borrowing rate

China Evergrande CEO, CFO  
resign amid probe into subsidiary

Agencies

STRUGGLInG Chinese real 
estate developer China Ever-
grande has announced that 
its chief executive and chief 
financial officer have resigned 
after initial findings in a probe 
found $2 billion belonging 
to its property unit subsidi-
ary was redirected back to the 
group.

The news comes as the 
company is already saddled 
with $310 billion in debt.

China Evergrande said 
CEO Xia Haijun and CFO Pan 
darong had resigned over 
their involvement in an ar-

rangement to use the money 
as collateral to guarantee a 
series of loans. The money 
was then redirected to Ever-
grande through a third party, 
the company said. The loans 
involved three sets of deposits. 
The company didn’t name the 
third party.

The company is discuss-
ing with the subsidiary Ever-
grande Property Services re-
garding the repayment plan of 
the sums related to the pledg-
es. The plan is mainly to set 
off the relevant sums by trans-
ferring assets of the group to 
Evergrande Property Services.

In light of the above pre-

liminary findings, China Ev-
ergrande said it will consider 
appointing an internal con-
trol consultant to conduct 
a comprehensive review of 
the internal control and risk 
management systems of the 
company.

Evergrande, the world’s 
most indebted developer, 
came under pressure after 
China’s ruling Communist 
Party ordered property devel-
opers to cut their debt levels. 
The authorities are trying to 
direct the industry toward a 
more sustainable pace of de-
velopment after many years 
of stimulus-fuelled growth.

Rapper Ice Cube, right, with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell. 
The NFL is teaming up with Ice Cube. The league announced 
Thursday, June 30, 2022, a partnership with Contract with Black 
America Institute, an economic inclusion-focused initiative led 
by artist and entrepreneur O’Shea Jackson, who is known as Ice 
Cube.
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Zimbabwe debuts gold coins as 
legal tender to stem inflation

Zimbabwe has launched gold coins 
to be sold to the public in a bid to 
tame runaway inflation that has 
further eroded the country’s un-
stable currency.

The unprecedented move was an-
nounced Monday by the country’s central 
bank, the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, to 
boost confidence in the local currency.

Trust in Zimbabwe’s currency is low af-
ter people saw their savings wiped out by 
hyperinflation in 2008 which reached 5 bil-
lion%, according to the IMF.

With strong memories of that disastrous 
inflation, many Zimbabweans today prefer 
to scramble on the illegal market for scarce 
U.S. dollars to keep at home as savings or for 
daily transactions. Faith in Zimbabwe’s cur-
rency is already so low that many retailers 
don’t accept it.

The central bank disbursed 2,000 coins 
to commercial banks on Monday. The first 
batch of the coins was minted outside the 
country but eventually they will be produced 
locally, according to the governor of the Re-
serve Bank of Zimbabwe, John Mangudya.

The coins can be used for purchases in 
shops, depending on whether the shop has 
enough change, he said.

“The government is trying to moderate 
the very high demand for the U.S. dollar be-
cause this high demand is not being matched 
by supply,” said Zimbabwean economist 
Prosper Chitambara.

“The expectation is that... there will also 
be moderation in terms of the depreciation 
of the local currency, which should have 
some kind of stabilizing effect in terms of 
pricing of goods,” he said.

Any individual or company can buy the 
coins from authorized outlets such as banks 
and can keep the coins at a bank or take 
them home, according to an announcement 
by the country’s central bank. Foreigners can 
only buy the coins in foreign currency, said 
the central bank.

Called Mosi-oa-Tunya, which in the lo-
cal Tonga language refers to Victoria Falls, 
the coins “will have liquid asset status, that 
is, it will be capable of being easily convert-
ed to cash, and will be tradable locally and 
internationally. The coin may also be used 
for transactional purposes,” said the cen-
tral bank. People holding the coins can only 
trade them for cash after 180 days from the 
date of buying, the bank said.

The coins, each weighing one troy ounce 
with a purity of 22 carats, can also be used 
as security for loans and credit facilities, said 
the central bank. The price of the coins will 
be determined by the international market 
rate for an ounce of gold, plus 5% for the 
cost of producing the coin. At the time of the 
launch Monday, the cost of Mosi oa Tunya 
coin was $1,824.

Internationally, gold coins are used in 

countries such as China, South Africa and 
Australia to hedge against inflation and as 
an investment opportunity, although they 
are not as widely used as currency as envis-
aged by Zimbabwe’s central bank, said Chi-
tambara.

“For Zimbabwe we are in chronic hy-
perinflation so the expectation is that there 
will be a huge uptake of these gold coins,” he 
said. However, most Zimbabweans struggle 
with daily survival and won’t be able to buy 
them, he said.

“For the common man, there is not really 
much to benefit directly from this, especially 
if you don’t have any excess cash,” said Chi-
tambara.

“Many people have no money for bread, 
let alone for savings,” he said. “The expecta-
tion is that indirectly it will benefit the ordi-

nary person through moderating the prices.” 
Companies with excess cash can find the 
coins useful to store value and also as an 
alternative investment asset, although indi-
viduals and companies are likely to continue 
preferring the dollar because “it is conveni-
ent and highly liquid,” he said.

Selling the coins in fast depreciating local 
currency could also result in “rent-seeking 
behavior, speculation and arbitrage within 
the economy,” as some could buy using lo-
cal currency and then sell in dollars later, he 
said. The fact that Zimbabwe’s central bank 
would have to buy the gold from miners of 
the metal such as informal artisanal miners 
could also present challenges and result in 
increased smuggling, analysts say.

“Gold deliveries in Zimbabwe have sig-
nificantly recovered because of the appetiz-

ing U.S. dollar payments offered to artisanal 
miners,” noted securities firm Morgan & Co 
in a market intelligence report.

“However, should there be a disparity 
between the amount of U.S. dollars used to 
purchase the gold from miners and the U.S. 
dollars used to pay for the coins, this could 
squeeze the central bank and its intermedi-
aries’ foreign currency reserves. If this rip-
ples to artisanal gold miners, this could re-
sult in low deliveries to Fidelity Printers and 
increase gold smuggling activities,” noted 
the Morgan report. Fidelity Printers, a sub-
sidiary of the central bank, is the country’s 
only authorized gold buyer.

Zimbabwe has substantial gold deposits 
and exports of the precious metal is one of 
the southern African country’s major foreign 
currency earners. Gold production improved 

to about 30 tons in 2021, compared to 19 
tons in 2020, according to official figures. 
Small–scale producers such as poorly regu-
lated artisanal miners contributed 19 tons of 
the gold delivered in 2021, according to of-
ficial figures.

Gold smuggling has been rampant. The 
country is estimated to be losing about $100 
million dollars worth of gold monthly to 
smuggling, home affairs minister Kazembe 
Kazembe has said. Smuggling is costing the 
country about 36 tons of gold annually, ac-
cording to a report issued this month by the 
Center for Natural Resource Governance, a 
local natural resources watchdog. Legally all 
gold mined in Zimbabwe is supposed to be 
sold to the central bank, but many producers 
prefer to smuggle the gold out of the country 
in order to get payment in U.S. dollars.

A reserve bank of Zimbabwe offical holds a sample of a gold coin at the launch in Harare, Monday, July, 25, 2022. Zimbabwe has launched gold coins to be sold to the public in a bid to to tame runaway 
inflation that has further eroded the country’s unstable currency.
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IF the United Auto Workers 
union can’t organize workers 
at new electric-vehicle bat-
tery factories that will supply 
Detroit’s three automakers, 
the union’s future would be 
in serious doubt.

Ray Curry, president of 
the 372,000-member UAW, 
says union representation 
at the battery plants is criti-
cal, given that the major au-
tomakers are staking their 
futures on the widespread 
adoption of electric vehicles.

“It’s going to be key to 
lock down that type of new 
technology,” Curry said in an 
interview with The Associ-
ated Press on the eve of the 
union’s convention in Detroit 
this week. “Everybody is de-
pendent upon what happens 
out of that bargaining.” Gen-
eral Motors, Ford and Stel-
lantis have announced plans 
to build seven U.S. factories 
in joint ventures with bat-
tery makers. The plants are 
expected to employ thou-
sands and to supply power 
for electric vehicles that the 
automakers say will account 
for as much as half their U.S. 
sales by 2030. EVs now con-
stitute only about 5% of the 
market.

During the years-long 
transition from combustion 
engines to electricity, Curry 

said, thousands of workers 
who now manufacture en-
gines and transmissions will 
need jobs. He argued that 
these workers should receive 
top assembly-line wages, now 
around $32 an hour, without 
any jobs lost to the technol-
ogy change.

Any decision on union 
representation will be part of 
contract talks with the three 
automakers that will start 
next summer.

Sam Abuelsamid, a re-
search analyst at Guidehouse 
Insights, agreed that as gas-
oline-powered vehicle sales 
decline and battery plants 
become one of the industry’s 
few employment growth ar-
eas, the UAW will need to 
organize these factories if it is 
to retain jobs. Fewer workers, 
he noted, will be required to 
build electric vehicles, which 
are much simpler to produce 
than combustion-engine ve-
hicles.

“They’re going to lose a lot 
of members, especially from 
powertrain plants and some 
other component plants, and 
also probably from assembly 
plants,” Abuelsamid said of 
the union.

Complicating matters 
is that because the plants 
are joint ventures between 
the automakers and battery 
manufacturers, the two com-
panies may differ on the issue 

of union representation. GM, 
which will open the first of 
the battery plants this sum-
mer in Lordstown, Ohio, has 
said it will support the UAW’s 
representation.

The issue of EV jobs is so 
important to the future of the 
UAW that some industry an-
alysts predict strikes against 
automakers once contracts 
expire in September 2023. 
And because the automakers 
want costs to be competitive 
with nonunion battery plants, 
strikes, if they occur, could 
run long.

Any decision to strike 
would be up to the UAW’s 

members, Curry said. The 
union, he said, could reach a 
deal with one automaker “and 
then the others all line up.” 
Curry argued that labor costs 
make up only a small por-
tion of total battery expenses 
and that paying union wages 
would still leave the new fac-
tories competitive with non-
union battery plants.

With inflation at a 40-
year high, the union will seek 
to restore cost-of-living pay 
raises, which were suspended 
after the 2008-2009 Great 
Recession battered the auto 
industry.

“You cannot, during a 

four-year agreement, not 
have increased wages and 
sustain your purchasing pow-
er,” Curry said.

When UAW workers at 
John Deere won cost-of-
living raises last year after 
a monthlong strike, Curry 
said, it raised interest among 
workers in the auto and other 
industries.

The union also is trying to 
organize workers at factories 
in the South run by automak-
ers based in other countries. 
And Curry said it’s looking at 
electric vehicle startups and 
is still trying to organize Te-
sla’s factory in Fremont, Cali-

fornia.
The UAW, he said, has re-

cruiters at many of the loca-
tions, including at Nissan and 
Volkswagen factories whose 
workers narrowly rejected 
union representation in dur-
ing the past few years. Curry 
declined to say where the first 
vote might be.

At this week’s conven-
tion, delegates will nominate 
candidates for all the union’s 
top offices, to be elected this 
fall. In the past, delegates 
to the four-year convention 
chose the officers. But last 
year, members voted for di-
rect elections in the wake of 
a bribery and embezzlement 
scandal that sent two former 
UAW presidents and other 
union officials to prison.

Curry, appointed last year 
to replace a retiring presi-
dent, says he will be running, 
and he will face opposition.

To avoid a federal takeo-
ver after the scandal, the 
union agreed to financial 
reforms and to a court-ap-
pointed monitor to oversee 
its operations. Last week, the 
monitor, Neil Barofsky, ac-
cused UAW leaders of con-
cealing misconduct by an 
official and of failing to put 
proper financial controls in 
place. The union’s conduct 
interfered with the monitor’s 
ability to do his work, Barof-
sky wrote.

His assertions raised 
questions about whether the 
union has reformed itself as 
it has announced. Barofsky 
wrote that he sent two cases 
to the U.S. Attorney in De-
troit for investigation.

Curry conceded that 
Barofsky should have been 
notified about the miscon-
duct earlier and said the un-
ion has hired a new top law-
yer. Also, he noted, its outside 
law firm is no longer dealing 
with the monitor. He said the 
union has tried to reset its re-
lationship with Barofsky and 
blamed, in part, miscommu-
nication.

“What we’ve asked him 
now,” Curry said, “is if there’s 
something that’s not right, 
that doesn’t line up, and 
you’ve got a question about it, 
please advise us because we 
would not want to hear it six 
months later as part of a re-
port.” Barofsky also asserted 
that the union lacks controls 
in place requiring budgets 
for internal conferences. Nor 
does it have limits on spend-
ing for drinks, dinners and 
other line items.

Curry said those safe-
guards are coming, contend-
ing that it takes time to adopt 
all the reforms while the un-
ion manages contract talks, 
organizing and other issues.

“All of these things can’t 
happen overnight,” he said.

To preserve jobs, UAW head says battery plants must be union

United Auto Workers president Ray Curry talks in his office in Southfield, Michigan on Thursday.
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battles for  
Pakistan as 
Sri Lanka take 
command in 
Galle Test
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Five-day Qatar Goodwood Festival 
Meeting set for spectacular start

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA

SINCE teaming up with the 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club (QREC) in 2015, the 
prestigious Qatar Goodwood 
Festival Meeting, or ‘Glori-
ous Goodwood’, has not only 
been a platform for the elite 
in equine athleticism, but also 
a global celebration of racing 
due to the wealth of public 
who attend the superb, five-
day spectacle.

With over £5.3million in 
prize-money on offer across 
the five days, the Interna-
tional Festival commences on 
Tuesday (July 26) , where the 
highlight is the Gr.1 Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup. First run in 
1812, the two-mile contest 
is worth £500,000 and has 
housed innumerable champi-
on stayers over the years.

This year, four-time win-
ner Stradivarius (Sea The 
Stars) bids to regain his crown 
from last year’s hero Trueshan 
(Planteur), who offered dual-
purpose trainer Alan King 
with a first Group 1 success on 
the level. However, the pair 
of seasoned rivals will need 
to produce something special 
to get the better of rising star, 
Kyprios (Galileo), an emphatic 
winner of last month’s Gr.1 As-
cot Gold Cup.

The curtain raiser on 
Wednesday’s fantastic card is 
the Gr.1 Qatar International 
Stakes (PA).

Run over a mile, the Group 
1 contest for Purebred Arabi-
ans was first staged in 2015 
and is the richest of its kind in 
the UK, thanks to a staggering 
£400,000 in prize-money.

Also, the richest mile race 
(PA) in Europe, the Gr.1 Qatar 
International Stakes boasts 17- 
talented entries, including last 
year’s winner Lady Princess 
(General), Qatar Derby win-
ner First Classs (Dahess), and 
the five-time Gr.1 (PA) winner, 
Hattal (Mahabb). A salient 
contest in the Arabian racing 
calendar, the Gr.1 Qatar Inter-
national Stakes had been won 
on four separate occasions by 
a French-trained horse and on 
three separate occasions by a 
Qatari- trained runner.

Wednesday’s Gr.1 Qatar 
Sussex Stakes is amongst the 
world’s greatest mile races and 
has housed champions such 
as Too Darn Hot (Dubawi), 
Kingman (Invincible Spirit) 
and Frankel (Galileo) over the 
last ten years. The £1,000,000 
contest is expected to go the 
way of the unbeaten Baaeed 
(Sea The Stars), who is set to 
retire at the end of the season. 

Meanwhile, standing in 
the way of a ninth-straight 

success for Baaeed is the dual 
Group 1 winning three- year-
old Coroebus (Dubawi), and, 
last year’s winner Alcohol 
Free (No Nay Never), who 
bounced back to form at New-
market recently.

Thursday is all about the 
girls and the Gr.1 Qatar Nas-
sau Stakes sees Nashwa (Fran-
kel) head eleven entries for the 
£600,000 fillies and mares’ 
contest. 

Three-year-old’s hold a 
fantastic record in the race 
and a repeat of Nashwa’s Gr.1 
Prix de Diane winning per-
formance could see the filly 
claim a second Group 1 un-
der leading female rider Hol-
lie Doyle. A race to savour, in 
which seasoned runners Lilac 
Road (Mastercraftsman) and 
Dreamloper (Lope De Vega) 
look the principal threats to 
Nashwa.

Friday and Saturday his-
torically feature top-class 

handicaps, such as the Stew-
ards Cup, a race which dates 

to 1840 and can often feature 
up to 30 runners over the six-

furlong course.
Friday’s Gr.2 Qatar King 

George Stakes is one of the cal-
endar’s premium sprint races 
and was won last year by Fran-
çois Rohaut’s Suesa (Night Of 
Thunder). The French- trained 
sprinter is amongst the 32 en-
tries for this year’s renewal, 
which includes the Al Shaqab 
Racing-owned Gr.1 winner 
Ebro River (Galileo Gold).

The final Group race of the 

week is the Gr.2 Qatar Lillie 
Langtry Stakes. The filles and 
mares contest sees 26 entries, 
headed up by John and Thady 
Gosden’s impressive Gr.2 win-
ner Free Wind (Galileo), who 
made an emphatic return to 
racing earlier this month, on 
her seasonal bow at Haydock.

QREC continues to spon-
sor the prestigious Qatar 
Goodwood Festival with a ten-
year deal, which, since it was 
cemented in 2015 has become 
one of the largest single spon-
sorship deals within British 
Horse Racing. 

Qatar Airways, as the 
regular official carrier of the 
Qatar Goodwood Festival, Qa-
tar Tourism, Visit Qatar and 
Education Above All, partner 
QREC in this year’s renewal of 
the Festival. Their strong and 
active presence adds to the 
success of the annual event.

With over £5.3million in prize-money on offer across the five days, the International Festival commences on Tuesday (July 26), where the highlight is the Gr.1 Al Shaqab Goodwood Cup. First run in 1812, the two-mile 
contest is worth £500,000 and has housed innumerable champion stayers over the years.

Lady Princess winner of Qatar International Stakes 2021.

A view of the paddock area at the prestigious Qatar Goodwood Festival.

Records tumble in week to remember at Paris Premier Padel Major

PREMIER Padel, the of-
ficial global padel tour 
– governed by the Inter-
national Padel Federa-
tion (FIP) and backed 

by the Professional Padel As-
sociation (PPA) and Qatar 
Sports Investments (QSI) – 
created further sporting his-
tory as the first-ever Padel 
tournament took place at the 
iconic Stade Roland-Garros. 

The Greenweez Paris Pre-
mier Padel Major was won by 
top seeds Ale Galan and Juan 
Lebron in front of a record padel 
crowd on the world-famous the 
Phillip Chatrier Court.

In all, over 25,000 attend-
ees packed out Roland-Garros 
throughout the week, while 
the Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major was broadcast in 

175 global territories – both re-
cords for a padel tournament 
held in France. Broadcasters 
included Canal+, TVE, ESPN, 
beIN SPORTS, Sky Sports 
(across Italy, Germany and 
UK & Ireland), SuperSport, 
Viaplay, Arena and Cosmote.

Alongside the linear 
broadcasts, records also tum-
bled on the Premier Padel 
YouTube channel as close to 
2.5 million viewers tuned into 
the coverage over the duration 
of the tournament, which was 
up a quarter of a million on 
the Italy Premier Padel Major 
in May. Unique viewers on the 
platform were also up 21% in 
Paris, compared to the tourna-
ment at the Foro Italico.

The Paris Major also wel-
comed stars from the world 

of football with Dutch legend 
Ronald de Boer and Paris 
Saint-Germain players Achraf 
Hakimi, Leandro Paredes and 

Ander Herrera all in attend-
ance over the week at Stade 
Roland-Garros.

Additionally, and signifi-

cantly, the event also served as 
the official commencement of 
the partnership between the 
WHO Foundation and Premier 

Padel. The WHO Foundation 
CEO, Anil Soni, and Chief De-
velopment Officer, Eric Ber-
seth, attended the event for 
the formal partnership signing, 
which will herald close cooper-
ation in raising both awareness 
of – and funds for – key causes, 
and particularly with a focus on 
global mental health.

International Padel Feder-
ation spokesperson, said: “For 
the whole padel community, 
seeing our star players com-
peting in such an iconic venue 
like Roland Garros has been 
source for great satisfaction. 
The goal of the International 
Padel Federation is to keep 
growing and we know that to-
gether with our National Fed-
erations we are bringing padel 
to the highest level, making 

our dreams come true”.
Ziad Hammoud, Director 

of Premier Padel, said: “We are 
delighted with the amazing suc-
cess of this historic tournament 
at Stade Roland-Garros. We 
thank the International Padel 
Federation (FIP), la Fédéra-
tion française de Tennis (FFT), 
the Professional Padel Associa-
tion (PPA) and all partners for 
delivering a spectacular event, 
which placed the players at the 
heart of everything we do.” 

All attention now turns to 
Spain, with the Madrid Pre-
mier Padel P1 taking place 
from August 1st to 6th being 
the inaugural category two 
tournament; followed very 
quickly by the Argentina Pre-
mier Padel P1 which takes 
place from 8th to 14th August.
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Duplantis breaks own world pole vault  
record again with 6.21m at Oregon22
JESS WHITTINGTON
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

OLYMPIC champion Mondo 
Duplantis added a centimetre 
to his own world pole vault 
record to claim his first out-
door world title, soaring over 
6.21m* as the World Athlet-
ics Championships Oregon22 
came to a close on an incred-
ible high on Sunday (24).

The 22-year-old had im-
proved his own record mark 
to 6.20m when winning world 
indoor gold in Belgrade in 
March and he carried that 
remarkable form through to 
the outdoor championships at 
Hayward Field. Afterwards he 
insisted that he only had that 
medal in mind – the world 
record not his focus this time 
– but with victory secured at 
6.00m, he had the bar moved 
21 centimetres higher and 
took the title in sensational 
style.

It is the fifth time that 
Duplantis has improved the 
world record, the Swedish 
star first breaking it with his 
6.17m clearance in Torun in 
February 2020. That added a 
centimetre to the record set by 
Renaud Lavillenie in Donetsk 
in 2014.

But it is the first time that 
Duplantis has broken it out-
doors – the last time an out-
door performance led to a 
world record was when pole 
vault great Sergey Bubka 
soared over 6.14m in July 
1994, more than five years be-
fore Duplantis was even born.

Duplantis has now also 
overtaken Bubka when it comes 
to career six metre-plus clear-
ances, having managed that 
feat 48 times to Bubka’s 46.

“It is the medal I was miss-
ing,” said Duplantis, who had 
earlier cleared a champion-
ship record of 6.06m on his 
first attempt and received 
a world record cheque for 
US$100,000 along with his 
gold medal. 

“Usually, it (the world re-
cord) is always somewhere in 
the back of my mind, but to-
day I was focused on the win.”

In front of a passionate 
home crowd, USA’s Olympic 
silver medallist Chris Nilsen 

secured a world medal of the 
same colour after clearing 
5.94m. That height was also 
managed by Philippines’ Er-
nest John Obiena, who added 
a centimetre to his own Asian 
record to win bronze – the 
first ever World Champion-
ships medal for his nation.

Duplantis entered the 
competition at 5.70m and de-
cided to pass at 5.80m. 

The only blemish on his 
way to victory was a first-
time failure at 5.87m, but 
he soon regained composure 
with a huge clearance of that 
height on his second try, 

moving him into a share of 
the bronze medal position at 
that stage.

Sitting with a towel over 
his head, he waited for his 
turn to attempt 5.94m and 
achieved it on his first go, 
again with plenty of room to 
spare. Nilsen had been the 
first to clear that height and 
so Duplantis joined him at 
the top of the results board, 
the US champion also needing 
two tries at 5.87m.

Obiena placed 11th in last 
year’s Olympic final but he 
launched himself into the 
medals in Oregon with his 
Asian record performance. 
Clearing 5.94m on his second 
try, his podium place was con-

firmed when 2012 Olympic 
champion Lavillenie and Ger-
many’s Bo Kanda Lita Bae-
hre both failed their third at-
tempts at the height and 2016 
Olympic gold medallist Thi-
ago Braz was unable to make 
it over 6.00m, the Brazilian 
having passed straight to that 
attempt rather than try 5.94m 
for a third and final time.

Duplantis achieved the 
46th six metre-plus clearance 
of his career on his first try 
and then put his hands on his 
hips and nodded to the crowd 
before punching the air. He 
then clapped in support as 
Nilsen started off on his sec-
ond attempt at 6.00m, but it 
wasn’t to be, and Duplantis 

was confirmed as champion 
when both Nilsen and Obiena 
failed their third and final at-
tempts.

The bar then moved to a 
championship record height – 
6.06m to add a centimetre to 
the mark achieved by Austral-
ia’s Dmitri Markov in Edmon-
ton in 2001. Again, Duplantis 
made it look so easy – clear-
ing the bar on his first try and 
spreading his arms wide be-
fore bowing to the crowd.

There was no surprise as 
to what height he attempted 
next.

With the bar at 6.21m, 
all eyes were on the runway 
as Duplantis tried to launch 
himself skyward, but he 
aborted the attempt. He sat 
chatting with Lavillenie as 
he waited for his second go 
and then, with all other ac-

tion having concluded, he re-
turned to the track.

In the spotlight once 
again, the world watched as 
he launched himself up and 
over. As Duplantis fell, the bar 
stayed still and the pole vault 
star bounced straight back 
up before sprinting down the 
track and doing a forward flip 
in celebration.

Christopher Nilsen of the 
US won silver courtesy of a 
first try clearance at 5.94m, 
while Ernest John Obiena of 
the Philippines won a bronze 
after clearing the same height 
but requiring more attempts.

With a total of seven ath-
letes achieving 5.87m or 
higher and nine men clear-
ing 5.80m, it was the deepest 
men’s pole vault competition 
in history. 

 (World Athletics)

Sweden’s Armand Duplantis reacts as he sets a world record in the men’s pole vault final during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis dashes off in delight soon after breaking his own 
record in the men’s pole vault at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, 
USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis celebrates winning his father Greg at Hayward Field 
in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Armand Duplantis of Team Sweden during a press conference at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

 It is the medal I was missing. Usually, it (the world 
record) is always somewhere in the back of my mind, but 
today I was focused on the win..

Armand Duplantis of Sweden

Exciting final day in Eugene as records fall
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

HURDLER Tobi Amusan and 
pole vaulter Mondo Duplantis 
set new world records in a busy 
last day of action at the World 
Athletics Championships in 
Eugene, Oregon on Sunday.

Amusan smashed the 
women’s 100 metres hurdles 
world record clocking 12.12 
seconds in the semi-finals 
before bettering herself with 
12.06s in the final to win a 
maiden gold for Nigeria in the 
discipline.

A tailwind above the 2-me-
tres-per second limit recorded 
during the final meant that her 
world record from the semi-
finals would be the one left 
standing.

Jamaica’s Britany Ander-
son beat Puerto Rico’s Jas-
mine Camacho-Quinn to silver 
as they both finished in 12.23s.

Later, Olympic champion 
Duplantis broke his own pole 
vault world record yet again 
with an incredible 6.21 metre 
clearance to close the Oregon 
world championships with a 
bang and win his first outdoor 
world title.

The 22-year-old Swedish 
vaulter had already secured 
a gold medal when he set a 
championship record with a 
6.06m leap when he proceed-
ed to clear the bar set at 6.21m 
at the second time of asking.

On the track, the hosts 
closed the competition with 
two dominant victories in the 
4x400 metres relays.

In the men’s race, 400m 
champion Michael Norman 
gave the US an insurmountable 
lead in the second leg, with the 
American quartet finishing in 
2 minutes 56.17 seconds, 2.41s 
ahead of Jamaica. Belgium 
earned a bronze with 2:58.72.

Moments later, Olym-
pic gold medallist and 400m 
hurdles champion Sydney 
McLaughlin secured the US a 
double 4x400m gold, anchor-
ing the US to a 3:17.79 finish.

In a three-horse race, Ja-
maica overtook Great Britain 
in the third leg to finish in 
3:20.74.

The US women’s win 
meant that world champion-
ship record medallist Allyson 
Felix, who ran in Saturday’s 
preliminary heat, won a sur-

prise 20th medal days after 
winning a bronze in the 4x400-
metre mixed relay, in what was 
believed would be the 36-year-
old’s last race before an unex-
pected call back to Eugene.

In the women’s 800m, 

Tokyo Olympic gold medal-
list Athing Mu of the US set a 
world record to win a maiden 
outdoor world title in 1 min-
ute 56.30 seconds, edging 
Britain’s Keely Hodgkinson, 
who crossed the line just .08 

seconds later. Kenya’s Mary 
Moraa took home the bronze 
with 1:56.71.

Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigt-
sen overcame the disappoint-
ment of missing out on an ex-
pected gold in the 1,500m on 

Tuesday by winning his first 
world title in the 5,000m with 
13:09.24 in a dominant per-
formance.

Kenya’s Jacob Krop won 
silver with 13:09.98, while 
Uganda’s Oscar Chelimo 

sprinted to bronze in the home 
stretch to finish in 13:10.20.

Olympic champion Malai-
ka Mihambo of Germany 
claimed a second long jump 
world title after almost miss-
ing the cut following two un-
successful attempts to start 
the event.

The 28-year-old breathed 
a sigh of relief thanks to a 
6.98m jump at the third time 
of asking before taking the 
lead with a 7.09m effort in her 
fourth attempt. 

She then closed off pro-
ceedings with a 7.12m last 
jump to defend her 2019 Doha 
title. Nigeria’s Ese Brume se-
cured silver with 7.02m, while 
bronze went to Brazil’s Leticia 
Oro Melo.

In the decathlon, world 
record holder Kevin Mayer of 
France held on in the 1,500m 
clocking 4:42.77 to win his 
second world title with 8,816 
points, while Canada’s Pierce 
LePage won silver 115 points 
behind, and Zachery Ziemek 
of the US closed the podium 
with 8,676.

Earlier on Sunday, Italy’s 
Massimo Stano won the first 
35 kilometre walk at a world 
championships when he tri-
umphed by just a second over 
Japan’s Masatora Kawano.

The Olympic champion 
over 20km completed the 
course in 2 hours 23.14 sec-
onds, followed by Kawano, 
who crossed in 2:23:15.

Sweden’s Perseus Karl-
ström picked up bronze with a 
personal best of 2:23:44.

Gold medallist Nigeria’s Tobi Amusan poses on the podium during the 
medal ceremony for the women’s 100m hurdles at the World Athletics 
Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (AFP)

Gold medalists Abby Steiner, Talitha Diggs, Sydney McLaughlin, and Britton Wilson of Team United States 
celebrate after winning the women’s 4x400m relay final on day ten of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Malaika Mihambo of Germany celebrates winning the women’s long 
jump gold at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)

Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen celebrates winning the men’s 5000m 
gold at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)
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PARIS mayor Anne Hidalgo 
confirmed discussions are on-
going that could lead to the 
2024 Tour de France finishing 
outside the French capital.

Since 1975, the final stage 
of the Tour has traditionally 
concluded on the famous Av-
enue des Champs-Élysées, 
and that was where Jonas 
Vingegaard sealed his race tri-
umph on Sunday.

The 2024 Tour is sched-
uled to be held between June 
29 and July 21 – its end date 
coming just five days before 
the Olympic Games begin in 
the French capital.

It has been reported that 
the 111th edition of the race 
will begin in Tuscany. Nice has 
been touted as a potential al-
ternative final destination to 
Paris, and Hidalgo revealed 
she is in talks with Tour direc-
tor Christian Prudhomme.

Asked whether the 2024 
Tour would conclude in the 
French capital, she told Le 
Parisien: “We’ll see. This is a 
subject we are discussing with 
Christian [Prudhomme]. It is 
an important subject.

“The arrival of the Tour 
will almost coincide with 
the opening of the Olympic 
Games. We work together in-
telligently on alternative solu-
tions. We are pragmatic. We’ll 

find a solution. The opening 
of the Games is July 26, 2024. 
This means that during the 
preceding weeks, the Place de 

la Concorde will have to or-
ganise itself.” 

“The large city centre 
square, at the eastern end of 

the Champs-Élysées is due to 
be given a major overhaul for 
the Olympics.

“The question of the ab-

sence of the Champs-Élysées 
on the Tour is not taboo,” said 
Hidalgo. “We will communi-
cate in due time.”
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 Quick read

CARLOS Alcaraz has his sights set on climbing to the summit of the 
ATP rankings after becoming the youngest player to crack the top five 
since Rafael Nadal. The Spaniard was downed in the Hamburg Euro-
pean Open final by Lorenzo Musetti over the weekend but nevertheless 
saw a rise in his stature to a career-high position of fifth on Monday. In 
doing so, it makes the 19-year-old the second-youngest male to break 
into the top five this century, trailing only Nadal and bettering Novak 
Djokovic by a matter of months. “It means a lot,” Alcaraz stated. “The 
hard work that I put in every day for reaching my dreams, [number] 
1, and little by little I’m reaching my dream. “Top five for me is pretty 
amazing and I will keep going to be [number] 1.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Alcaraz becomes youngest player since 
Nadal to crack ATP top five

World Athletics to introduce 200m-1,500m 
repechage rounds at 2024 Olympics

DPA

REPECHAGE rounds will be 
introduced in track events be-
tween 200 and 1,500 metres 
at the 2024 Olympics in Paris, 
the ruling body World Athlet-
ics said on Monday.

A statement said that the 
repechage rounds will replace 
qualification via fastest times 
for the semi-finals for athletes 
who don’t advance via their 
placing.

The new format will be 
used in the 200m, 400m, 
800m, 1,500m, 100m/110m 
hurdles and 400m hurdles at 
the Paris Games which now 
have four rounds: first round, 
repechage, semi-finals, final.

It is not used in the 100m 

which already has four rounds 
because of a preliminary 
round before the first round. It 
is also not used in the 3,000m 
steeplechase and 5,000m 
because athletes won’t have 
enough recovery time between 
rounds.

“We believe this is an in-
novation which will make pro-
gression in these events more 
straightforward for athletes 
and will build anticipation for 
fans and broadcasters,” World 
Athletics president Sebastian 
Coe said.

“The repechage rounds 
will give more exposure to our 
sport during the peak Olym-
pic period and will be care-
fully scheduled to ensure that 
every event on our Olympic 

programme retains its share of 
the spotlight.” 

The statement said that the 
final regulations and timetable 
will be announced “well in ad-
vance” of the Paris Olympics.

Budapest entry standards
The Council also approved en-
try standards for the 10,000m, 
marathon, combined events 
and race walk at the World 
Athletics Championships Bu-
dapest 23, which will be held 
19-27 August next year.

The entry standards are 
projected to provide 50% of 
the quota in each event and 
were determined by statistical 
analysis of recent years´ per-
formance levels. The remain-

ing quota in each event will 
qualify either through world 
rankings, finishing position at 
designated competitions or by 
wild card.

10,000m
It is possible to qualify for the 
10,000m through a 10km per-
formance, and for world rank-
ing purposes, the 10km road 
event is considered equal to 
the 10,000m.

Marathon
The top five finishers at the 
Platinum Label marathons 
held during the qualification 
period and the winners of the 
Gold Label marathons held in 
2023 are all considered quali-
fied in the marathon.

USA’s Noah Lyles (L), USA’s Athing Mu (2nd R), World Athletics president Sebastian Coe (R) and USA’s Kara 
Winger do a relay during the closing ceremony of the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Record number of 
countries win gold 
medals at worlds

THE World Athletics 
Championships Or-
egon22 provided ideal 
conditions for the best 
track and field athletes in 

the world to shine on a global 
stage, with exhilarating and 
record-breaking performanc-
es by both individual athletes 
and national teams.

More than 1700 athletes 
from 179 countries (plus the 
Athlete Refugee Team) have 
competed in Oregon, watched 
by almost 150,000 ticketed 
spectators, and producing 
three world records.

In terms of performance, 
this will go down as the most 
universal edition in the history 
of the global event.

The record for the num-
ber of countries winning gold 
medals at one championships 
has been broken, with 29 
countries taking turns on the 
top step of the podium, com-
pared with 26 in 2017.

More countries than ever 
before have had athletes reach 
the finals of events in Oregon. 
The list of 81 countries is up 
from 76 countries in Doha 
in 2019, with Liberia, Niger, 
Pakistan, Samoa, Philippines 
and Guatemala reaching a fi-
nal for the first time in World 
Championships history.

Underlying the diversity 
and global reach of track and 
field, every continental area 
features at least two world 
champions, while Peru, Ka-
zakhstan and Nigeria won 
their first ever gold medals, 
and India and Burkina Faso 
also had their best ever medal 
performances (silver).

The USA team broke the 
record for the most medals at 
a single championships, earn-
ing 33 in total, 13 of them gold.

That tally was strength-
ened by medal sweeps in the 
men’s 100m, 200m and shot 
put. Jamaica, meanwhile, 
achieved a medal sweep of its 
own, taking all three medals in 
the women’s 100m.

Peru’s Kimberly Garcia 
has been the top individual 
performer of the champion-
ships, landing double gold in 
the women’s race walks. Had 
she been entered as a separate 
team, she would place seventh 
on the medals table.

Beyond the dominant per-
formers, there have also been 
many close finishes and com-
petitive finals. Just two hun-
dredths of a second separated 
the medallists in the men’s 

100m. 
The women’s 10,000m also 

produced a close and thrilling 
finish, and the men’s shot put 
once again provided an excit-
ing crescendo. Even the men’s 
35km race walk went down to 
the wire, with just one second 
separating gold from silver.

Other performance milestones 
achieved at Oregon 
n World records from Sydney 
McLaughlin in the 400m hur-
dles (50.68), Tobi Amusan in 
the 100m hurdles (12.12) and 
Mondo Duplantis in the pole 
vault (6.21m)
n 13 championship records and 
30 world-leading performances
n 3 world records, 19 area 
records, 92 national records, 1 
world U20 record
n The fastest ever marathons at 
a major championships
n The first time that three wom-
en have broken nine minutes for 
the 3000m steeplechase

‘French Grand Prix best race  
of the year for Mercedes’

STATS PERFORM/DPA

MERCEDES TRACKSIDE 
engineering director Andrew 
Shovlin declared the French 
Grand Prix as the team’s “best 
race of the year” after a first 
double podium of 2022.

Lewis Hamilton imme-
diately overtook Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez at the start of the 
race and rose to second follow-
ing the retirement of Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc - securing his 
fourth consecutive podium 
and marking his 300th career 
race in style.

Meanwhile, George Rus-
sell enjoyed a thrilling bat-
tle with Perez in the closing 
stages and leapt ahead after a 
late virtual safety car, though 
he felt he should have been 
handed the position earlier in 
the race after a collision with 
the Mexican.

Hamilton’s runner-up fin-
ish behind world champion 
Max Verstappen of Red Bull 
was Mercedes’ best result of 
the season after seven third-
place finishes in earlier races.

Mercedes’ performances on 
race day has consistently been 

better than free practice and 
qualifying, with Hamilton and 
Russell the only drivers on the 
grid to have improved on their 
start position in every race they 
have completed in 2022.

At the Circuit Paul Ricard, 
that trend continued as the 
team bounced back after a dis-
appointing qualifying session 
where they were well off the 
pace of their rivals, but Shov-
lin believes the performance in 
Sunday’s race was testament 
to how far they have come.

“That was our best race of 

the year and really pleasing to 
see both drivers racing at the 
front,” he said.

“We know that we’ve got a 
long road ahead of us but com-
pared to where we were a cou-
ple of months ago in Monaco 
and Baku, it’s really satisfying 
to see the team and drivers 
having a bit of fun again.  

“The weekend hasn’t been 
easy, our qualifying positions 
weren’t far off expectation, but 
the gaps to Charles and Max 
were eye-opening.  

“We’d hoped that the car 

would be kind on the tyres to-
day, the conditions were very 
tough given the circuit and 
the temperature but degrada-
tion was good and whilst we 
are lacking a bit of pace, we 
at least seemed a bit stronger 
towards the end of the stints.” 

The teams are straight 
back into it as the Hungarian 
Grand Prix takes place next 
week, with Shovlin suggesting 
Mercedes will push for further 
improvement ahead of the 
summer break.

“We’ve only got a couple of 

days to try and regroup and pre-
pare for Budapest,” he added. 
“Hard work has got us to a level 
where we can fight for a place on 
the podium but we want to be 
fighting for the top step.

“We’ve got one race to go 
before the summer break so 
we will be pushing hard to try 
and finish the first half of the 
season on a high note.”

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton races during the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit 
Paul-Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

(from L) second placed Mer-
cedes’ British driver Lewis Hamil-
ton, Red Bull’s technical director 
French Pierre Wache, race winner 
Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen, and third placed 
Mercedes’ British driver George 
Russell, pose on the podium of 
the French Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard in 
Le Castellet, southern France, on 
Sunday. (AFP)

Trackside 
engineering 

director Shovlin 
hails first  

double podium

Medals Tally
RANK  NATION G  S B  TOTAL
1 USA 13 9 11 33
2 Ethiopia 4 4 2 10
3 Jamaica 2 7 1 10
4 Kenya 2 5 3 10
5 China 2 1 3 6
6 Australia 2 0 1 3
7 Peru 2 0 0 2
8 Poland 1 3 0 4
9 Canada 1 2 1 4
9 Japan 1 2 1 4
11 Britain&NI 1 1 5 7
12 Norway 1 1 1 3
13 D Rep  1 1 0 2
13 Grenada 1 1 0 2
13 Nigeria 1 1 0 2
16 Belgium 1 0 2 3
16 Sweden 1 0 2 3
16 Uganda 1 0 2 3
19 Brazil 1 0 1 2
19 Germany 1 0 1 2
19 Italy 1 0 1 2
22 Bahamas 1 0 0 1
22 France 1 0 0 1
22 K’zakhstan 1 0 0 1
22 Morocco 1 0 0 1
22 Portugal 1 0 0 1
22 Qatar 1 0 0 1
22 Slovenia 1 0 0 1
22 Venezuela 1 0 0 1
33 India 0 1 0 1
40 P’ppines 0 0 1 1

The pack of riders compete as the French elite acrobatic flying team “Patrouille de France” (PAF) flies over the Champs-Elysees during the 21st 
and final stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 115,6 km between La Defense Arena in Nanterre, outside Paris, and the 
Champs-Elysees in Paris, France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Tour de France could finish outside Paris in 2024



AGENCIES

Up against Gamba Osaka 
in their third and final game in 
Japan, Les Parisiens picked up 
a third successive win, thereby 
consolidating their current 
momentum with a 6-2 victory 
at the Suita stadium in Osaka 
on Sunday. 

Neymar Jr firstly won a 
penalty with a devastating 
turn – a penalty that he took 
it upon himself to convert 
with his usual ease (0-2, 31’), 
just before the hosts reduced 
the deficit through Keisuke 
Kurokawa (1-2, 34’). 

Nuno Mendes then got 
on the end of a switch of play 
from Vitinha to bag Paris’s 
third goal with a rocket that 
flew across goal and into the 
corner of the net (1-3, 37’) be-
fore Messi, having been played 

in by Neymar Jr, extended his 
side’s lead (1-4, 39’).

In the second half, the two 

players swapped roles and did 
it all over again. This time, 
Messi turned provider for 

Neymar Jr, who scored into an 
empty net after bamboozling 
the ‘keeper (1-5, 60’) – a job 

well done. The valiant Gamba 
Osaka players didn’t give up, 
though, as demonstrated by 

Hiroto Yamami’s goal (2-5, 
70’). Kylian Mbappé, who had 
put on the captain’s armband, 
made his presence known with 

a hatful of lightning-fast runs, 
winning a penalty as a result of 
one of them and then convert-
ing it with authority (1-6, 85’).

Paris Saint-Germain forward Kylian Mbappe (C) shoots the ball past 
Gamba Osaka defenders during PSG’s Japan Tour football match 
against Gamba Osaka at Suita stadium in Osaka on Monday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (L) shakes hands with 
Gamba Osaka Japanese goalkeeper Masaaki Higashiguchi (R) after 
his penalty kick. (AFP)

PSGs Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (C) and Brazilian forward Ney-
mar (R) at Suita stadium in Osaka on Monday. (AFP)

PSG finish Japan tour on a high against Gamba Osaka

Pitch invaders to 
get automatic bans 

in England
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

PITCH invaders at Premier 
League and English Football 
League matches will receive 
an automatic club ban under 
new measures to tackle in-
creased anti-social behaviour 
among fans.

Concerns were raised 
about safety issues at football 
grounds following a series of 
incidents which marred the 
end of last season.

Supporters who carry or 
use pyrotechnics or smoke 
bombs will now receive an au-
tomatic club ban and offenders 
reported to the police, while 
clubs also face tougher policies 
and stronger sanctions.

The Football Supporters’ 
Association has backed the 
new measures, which are be-
ing jointly launched by the 
Football Association, Premier 
League and English Football 
League from the start of the 
2022-23 campaign.

FA chief executive Mark 
Bullingham said in statement 
Monday: “The rise in anti-so-
cial behaviour that we saw in 
stadiums at the end of last sea-
son was entirely unacceptable 

and put people’s safety at risk.
“Together, English football 

has introduced new measures 
and stronger sanctions to send 
out a clear message that we will 
not tolerate this type of illegal 
and dangerous behaviour.

“It is the responsibility of 
everyone in the game, includ-
ing governing bodies, clubs, 
players, coaches, and fans, to 
ensure that we all play our part 
in protecting our game and 
each other.” Nottingham For-
est fan Robert Biggs was jailed 
in May after headbutting Shef-
field United striker Billy Sharp 
during the Championship 
play-offs, while Aston Villa 
keeper Robin Olsen was as-
saulted at Manchester City on 
the final day of the season.

In another high-profile 
incident during a pitch inva-
sion, Crystal Palace manager 
Patrick Vieira kicked out at an 
Everton supporter after being 
goaded at Goodison Park.

Football authorities are 
working with police forces and 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
“to establish a new principle” 
for cases relating to entering 
the pitch without permission, as 
well as incidents involving pyro-
technics and smoke bombs.

Supporters who carry or use pyrotechnics or smoke bombs will now 
receive an automatic club ban and offenders reported to the police, 
while clubs also face tougher policies and stronger sanctions.

Salman battles for Pak as spinners 
put Sri Lanka in command at  Galle

ICC
GALLE

AFTER posting a strong total, 
the Sri Lankan spinners spun 
a web around the Pakistan bat-
ters to extend their dominance 
on day two of the second Test 
in Galle.

With just four wickets in 
hand at the start of the day, Sri 
Lanka did well to add on some 
useful runs.

They played most of the 
first session building towards 
a solid total, adding 63 runs. 
Niroshan Dickwella, who was 
on 42* overnight, celebrated 
his 22nd Test fifty soon after 
Dunith Wellalage’s departure. 
Dickwella perished for 51 but 
Sri Lanka still had some fight 
left in them.

Ramesh Mendis turned 
on the heat and smashed four 
fours and a six to help Sri Lan-
ka post a competitive 378.

Sri Lanka got off to a ter-
rific start with Asitha Fer-
nando removing Abdullah 
Shafique on the second ball of 
Pakistan’s innings. Shafique, 
whose brilliant knock in the 
first Test gave the visitors a 
comprehensive victory, got a 
thick inside edge while pok-
ing at a good length delivery 
that rattled his off and middle 
stumps.

Pakistan went to lunch at 
15/1 but soon after the break 
lost Babar Azam, who also 
dragged one onto the stumps 
off Prabath Jayasuriya. At 35/2, 
Pakistan were in deep trouble. 
Imam-ul-Haq continued to 
fight but was the third batter 
to get bowled after leaving day-
light between his bat and pad.

With Pakistan three down, 
it was Ramesh Mendis’ turn to 
shine with the ball. The bowler 
spun the ball brilliantly. He 
got Mohammad Rizwan with a 
sharp spinning delivery, which 
Rizwan completely misjudged 
and was rapped on the pads. 
He asked for a review but with 
no inside edge, the lbw was as 
plumb as they get.

After the tea break, Men-
dis’ attack continued. He 
broke Fawad Alam’s (24) re-
sistance with another plumb 
lbw and then forced Moham-
mad Nawaz (12) to edge a flat-
ter delivery to the keeper to 
reduce Pakistan to 145/6.

In only his third Test, 28-year-old Salman Ali Agha played an innings to remem-

ber. Coming in at No.6, when 
Pakistan were 88/4, Agha 
dropped anchor to frustrate 
the Sri Lanka bowlers. 

He had a nervy start and 
a tough time against Ramesh 
Mendis and Jayasuriya but 
as the game progressed, his 
defending skills got better. 
He broke free off Jayasuriya, 
slamming him for a four and a 
six - the first maximum of the 
match. He got his maiden Test 
fifty in 93 balls.

Just on the stroke of 
stumps, Pakistan were dealt 
with a body blow with Jayas-
uriya scalping Agha off what 
turned out to be the final ball 
of the day.

Sri Lanka’s Prabath Jayasuriya (2R) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Pakistan’s Agha Salman (R) during the second day of 
the second Test at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. Salman, playing only in his second Test, made 62. (AFP)

Pak 191-7  
in reply to  
hosts’ 378

Sri Lanka (1st innings Overnight 315-6)
N. Dickwella c Rizwan b Naseem  51
D. Wellalage c Azam b Naseem  11
R. Mendis b Yasir  35
P. Jayasuriya lbw b Yasir  8
A. Fernando not out  4
Extras (b4, lb5, nb12)  21
Total: (All out, 103 overs)  378
Fall of wickets: 7-327 (Wellalage), 8-333 
(Dickwella), 9-353 (Jayasuriya), 10-378 (R. 
Mendis).
Bowling: Hasan 17-3-59-0 (nb1), Naseem 
18-3-58-3 (nb7), Nauman 21-2-64-1 (nb2), 
Agha 6-0-25-0 (nb1), Nawaz 19-3-80-2, Yasir 
22-2-83-3 (nb1).
Pakistan (1st innings)
A. Shafique b A. Fernando  0

Imam-ul-Haq b de Silva  32
B. Azam b Jayasuriya  16
M. Rizwan lbw b R. Mendis  24
F. Alam lbw b R. Mendis  24
A. Salman c de Silva b Jayasuriya  62
M. Nawaz c Dickwella b R. Mendis  12
Y. Shah not out  13
Extras: (b8)  8
Total: (For 7 wickets, 69.4 overs)  191
Yet to bat: H. Ali, N. Ali, N. Shah.
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Shafique), 2-35 (Azam), 
3-65 (Imam-ul-Haq), 4-88 (Rizwan), 5-119 
(Fawad), 6-145 (Nawaz), 7-191 (Salman).
Bowling: A. Fernando 14-1-49-1, Jayasuriya 
27.4-7-59-2, R. Mendis 18-5-42-3, De Silva 
4-0-15-1, Wellalage 6-1-18-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Rohit praises India’s performance
ANI

MUMBAI

INDIA skipper Rohit Sharma 
on Monday praised Team 
India for their strong perfor-
mance against West Indies in 
the second ODI.

Half-centuries from 
Shreyas Iyer, Sanju Samson 
and Axar Patel helped Team 
India win the second ODI of 
the three-match series against 
West Indies by two wickets here 
at Queens Park Oval stadium in 
Port of Spain on Sunday. 

Rohit also praised all-
rounder Axar Patel, known as 
‘Bapu’ among fans, who scored 
an unbeaten 64 to guide Team 
India to victory.

“Woah that was some per-
formance from team India last 
night. Bapu badhu Saru che @
akshar2026 @bcci,” tweeted 
Rohit.

India has now taken a win-
ning 2-0 lead in the series.

Batting first, top knocks 

from Shai Hope and captain 
Nicholas Pooran powered 
West Indies to a massive 311/6 
at the end of 50 overs in the 
second ODI of three-match se-
ries here at Queen’s Park Oval 
in Port of Spain on Sunday.

The WI batters had a great 
day with the bat as openers 
Hope and Kyle Mayers (39) 
gave a solid start. 

Later, more bigger part-
nerships followed, notably be-
tween Hope (115) and Pooran 

(74), who put on 117 runs. 
Though Shardul Thakur took 
three wickets and restricted 
the run flow to an extent in the 
final ten overs, Indian bowlers 
did not have many positives to 
walk away with.

Struggling at 79/3 while 
chasing 312, a 99-run stand 
between Iyer (63) and Samson 
(54) provided stability to their 
innings. 

In the end contributions 
from Deepak Hooda (33) and 
Axar Patel (64*) proved to be 
extremely vital in taking the 
visitors to a win.

 West Indies lost control 
of the match despite send-
ing back the top order in the 
early stages of the match and 
despite posting a huge total on 
the board themselves.

Notably, Rohit Sharma 
will join Team India for the 
five-match T20I series against 
West Indies which will take 
place after the ongoing ODI se-
ries from July 29 to August 7.

Axar Patel (behind) and Mohammed Siraj of India celebrate winning 
the 2nd ODI against West Indies at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Sunday. (AFP)

Team Qatar off to Jordan for West Asia TT 

Qatar’s table tennis team left Doha to Jordan to participate in the Wes Asia Table Tennis Championship 
which gets under way in Amman on Tuesday. The tournament brings together, hosts Jordan, Qatar,  Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Oman, Yemen, Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Iraq. The 
tournament will coincide with a series of significant General Assembly meetings of West Asia Table Tennis 
Federation and Arab Table Tennis Association.
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QCDC opens registration for 2nd Little Employee programme
QNA 
DOHA

QATAR Career Develop-
ment Center (QCDC), a Qatar 
Foundation (QF) member, 
has opened registration for 
participation in the second 
edition of the Little Employee 
programme, which enables 
children to explore their pro-
fessional interests in an enjoy-
able and attractive manner.

In a statement, QCDC Di-
rector Abdulla Al Mansoori 
said the edition of the pro-
gramme intends to offer op-
portunities to the students 
to get familiarised with real 
practical life by helping one of 
the parents or relatives in their 
workplace on any working day 
they choose between August 8 
and 11, 2022. 

He added that the pro-

gramme also offers the op-
portunity to parents in com-
municating with their children 
and talk with them about their 
current and future educational 
track, including their career 
goals, which will contribute 
to enabling them to make in-
formed decisions to ensure 
their success in career life.

Mansoori said the pro-
gramme also allows par-
ticipation from any country 
via social media platform or 
register through the centre’s 
website, and subsequently, 
the child and his guardian re-
ceive a copy of the manual and 
a booklet that the child uti-
lises to document the skills he 
learned, including the tasks he 
performed.

He added that before the 
launch of the programme, a 
brief session will be held with 

the participating children and 
guardians via videoconference 
on July 31, 2022, to introduce 
the programme and brief them 
of the guidance manual, in ad-
dition to the tips recommend-
ed by the centre’s team to 
make the children aware of the 
responsibilities undertaken by 
their parents on daily basis to 
determine their personal goals 
to be applied in the future.

Mansoori pointed out that 
interaction with the children’s 
guardians during the work-
ing day offers the children a 
myriad of life skills through 
observation-based learning, as 
the children will receive prac-
tical advice and tips from their 
guardians about the nature of 
their career and be aware of 
their practical procedures in 
an interesting environment. 

He emphasised that the 

guardians will play a vital 
role by offering the children 
a conducive environment to 
complete their training and 
acquire the essential organisa-
tional skills, pointing out that 
QCDC has made partnerships 
with entities inside and out-
side Qatar to urge their em-
ployees to afford the partici-
pating children the premium 
activities.

For her part, senior career 
development specialist and 
manager of the briefing ses-
sion at QCDC said the briefing 
session will spotlight the signif-
icance of career guidance for 
children at an early age, and 
roll out practical thoughts for 
the parents in enabling them 
to determine the milestones 
of career future for their chil-
dren.

The session will also offer 

the opportunity to the partici-
pants to be well-versed in the 
future professions that would 
essentially contribute to de-
veloping the communities and 
review the most prominent 
global practices that concern 
the parents and the education-
al institutions, she said.

She added that the session 
would host a broad range of 
professional experts accred-
ited to LinkedIn to discuss the 
importance of initiating the 
development of children’s ca-
reer skills and taking practical 
steps, in addition to offering 
practical advice to the guard-
ians.

The Little Employee pro-
gramme reflects the interest 
of QCDC in the role played by 
the parents and community 
to form the children’s career 
identity. QCDC Director Abdulla Al Mansoori 

QA gets new ISO certification 
in Occupational Health and 
Safety Management System
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Airways’ commitment 
to preventing work-related 
injuries and improving the 
wellbeing of its employees has 
been recognised as it attained 
the ISO 45001:2018 Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Man-
agement System certification, 
awarded by Bureau Veritas. 

The certification was 
achieved through various pre-
ventative measures, including 
the implementation of risk as-
sessments, trainings and regu-
lar inspections of adherence.

Over a period of 28 days, 
a number of criteria were as-
sessed by Bureau Veritas be-
fore awarding Qatar Airways 
Group with ISO 45001:2018, 
including an independent 
testing analysis by eight audi-
tors across eleven locations. 
The assessment involved in-
terviews of airline employees 
during the evaluation period 
to ensure compliance with the 
industry standard. 

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker 
said, “The safety and well-
being of our employees is of 
paramount importance to us, 
and our new ISO 45001:2018 
is a testament to the vigorous 
measures we have taken. We 
have demonstrably reduced 
the factors that lead to work-
related injuries and thereby 
improved the lifestyle of our 
employees. Qatar Airways is 
an industry leader and we are 
proud to have attained our 
14th ISO certification.”

The airline group has set 
a precedence in ensuring op-
erational excellence across its 
departments and subsidiaries. 
Collectively, it attained multi-
ple ISO certifications that rec-

ognised its high performance 
internationally.

Qatar Airways catering sub-
sidiary (QACC) has recently 
achieved its sixth ISO certifica-
tion, ISO/IEC 17025:2017 for 
Laboratory Accreditation, al-
lowing it to generate admissible 
laboratory results both nation-
ally and internationally. The ca-
tering company has previously 

attained five other certifications 
including: ISO 14001:2015, ISO 
22000:2018, ISO 9001:2015, 
ISO 45001:2018 and FSSC 
22000 V5.1.

Qatar Airways award-
winning airport hub, Ham-
ad International Airport 
(HIA) has achieved four 
ISO certifications, including 
ISO 55001:2014, ISO/IEC 

27001:2013, ISO 22301:2019 
and most recently, ISO/IEC 
20000-1:2018.

The airline’s premier 
ground-handling organisa-
tion, Qatar Aviation Services 
(QAS) has achieved two Qual-
ity Management Systems ISO 
accreditations for its airline 
operational services and for 
its cargo management ser-
vices, under the certification 
9001:2015. QAS is certified 
with International Air Trans-
port Association Safety Audit 
of Ground Operations (ISA-
GO), ISO 9001:2015 and RA3 
(Regulated Agent). It is as 
well a member of the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) Ground Handling 
Partnership, proactively par-
ticipating in various techni-
cal groups, such as the IATA 
Ground Handling Automation 
and the sub-group related to 
Load control, implementing 
recommendations to improve 
and enhance safety standards 
in the aviation industry.

Maintaining its position as 
the world’s leading air cargo 
carrier, Qatar Airways Cargo 
has achieved ISO 9001:2015 
certification in Quality Man-
agements Systems.

The airline group has 14 International Organisation for Standardisation certificates

Discover Qatar extends 
Whale Sharks of Qatar 
daily explorer program
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DISCOVER Qatar announced 
the extension of the Whale 
Sharks of Qatar trip, which 
provides visitors an incredible 
experience while travelling in 
luxury and comfort, building 
on a successful launch.

Discover Qatar has trans-
ported over 250 passengers 
on the ‘Whale Sharks of Qatar-
Daily Explorer’ since the ves-
sel’s inaugural voyage on June 
3, 2022, and the company 
continues to offer visitors the 
chance to set out on an ex-
traordinary journey to see one 
of the largest congregations of 
the whale shark, the largest 
living fish in the world.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive and Chairman of 
Qatar Tourism, Akbar Al Bak-
er, said: “We are delighted to 
announce the extension of this 
tour after much success dur-
ing the last two months. This 
tour offers a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for our guests to 

connect with nature in Qatar 
through this unparalleled ex-
perience. We look forward to 
welcoming more guests before 
the end of the season.” 

Only throughout the warm 
months of April through Sep-
tember does this genuine nat-
ural marvel take place. Whale 
Sharks can be seen feeding in 
large groups off the northern 
coast of Qatar in the Arabian 
Gulf as they migrate to the 

area annually. With trips be-
ing added to every Friday and 
Saturday through the end of 
August, guests will now have 
the chance to see this phenom-
enon on the Daily Explorer, 
starting at QR1,800 for adults 
and QR1,350 for children.

The lifespan of whale 
sharks, sometimes known 
as “gentle giants,” is thought 
to be 60 million years. They 
have a lifespan of up to 100 
years and a maximum length 
of 12 meters. Visitors at Dis-
cover Qatar have the choice of 
sightseeing from an opulent 
“Private Charter” yacht or a 
“Daily Explorer” excursion on 
a fast catamaran. Both pack-
ages come with a whale sharks 
expert guide, breakfast and 
lunch, and Wi-Fi on the boats.

Bookings for both tours 
can be made on the Discover 
Qatar website through Au-
gust 27, 2022. Visit https://
www.discoverqatar.qa/whale-
sharks-of-qatar/ for more de-
tails and to make a reservation 
right away.

Final opportunity to volunteer for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

REGISTRATION to become a 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022TM 
volunteer will close on Sunday, 
July 31, with interviews scheduled 
to be completed by August 13 - 100 
days before the tournament.

FIFA and Qatar are looking for 
20,000 volunteers for the Middle 
East and Arab world’s first FIFA 
World CupTM, which will be held 
in eight state-of-the-art stadiums 
from November 21 to December 
18. Volunteers will be at the heart 
of tournament operations, assist-
ing in 45 different functional ar-

eas and playing over 30 different 
roles.

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022TM Volunteer Programme, 
which began in March this year at 
Katara Amphitheatre, has inter-
viewed thousands of candidates 
from more than 170 countries 
since the Volunteer Centre opened 
in Doha in mid-May. Volunteers 
who have actively supported FIFA 
tournaments organized by Qatar, 
such as the FIFA Club World Cup 
Qatar 2020TM and the FIFA Arab 
Cup Qatar 2021TM, are conduct-
ing the interviews.

People interested in volunteer-
ing should follow the below steps:
 Register at volunteer.fifa.com 
and fill in the application form
 Play “Take on the Trials” (an 
online gamified assessment)
 Book your interview

Volunteers must be at least 
18 years old by October 1, 2022, 

speak English, and be available to 
work a minimum of ten shifts dur-
ing the tournament. Candidates 
should be aware that some volun-
teer positions will begin as early as 
October 1.

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022TM Volunteer Programme 
is the largest in the country’s his-
tory, with the goal of uniting peo-
ple through football to deliver an 
exceptional tournament that cel-
ebrates love for the game while 
showcasing the true spirit of Qatar.

The trips run on Friday and Saturday and cost QR1,800 for adults

Deadline for  
applications is 
Sunday, July 31

Discover Qatar has trans-
ported over 250 passen-
gers on the “Whale Sharks 
of Qatar - Daily Explorer” 
since the vessel’s inaugural 
voyage on June 3, 2022, 
and the company continues 
to offer visitors the chance 
to set out on an extraordi-
nary journey to see one of 
the largest congregations of 
the whale shark, the largest 
living fish in the world


