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Al Attiyah retains title for his fifth 
triumph at Baja Spain Aragon

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
TERUEL (SPAIN) 

NASSER Saleh Al Attiyah, Ya-
zeed Al Rajhi and Lucas Mo-
raes delivered stunning per-
formances to seal first, second 
and third positions for Toyota 
Gazoo Racing and Overdrive 
Racing at Baja Spain Aragon, 
round four of the 2022 FIA 
World Cup for Cross-Country 
Bajas.

Al Attiyah and French co-
driver Mathieu Baumel won 
the opening two selective sec-
tions on Saturday in the latest 
specification Toyota Gazoo 
Racing Hilux and built up a 
lead that they were able to de-
fend on the final stage on Sun-
day. The Qatari duly reached 
the finish in Teruel with an ad-
vantage of 3min 02sec to seal 
a fifth win in Spain to add to 
his previous victories in 2008, 
2016, 2017 and 2021. This was 
Baumel’s fourth success with 
Al Attiyah.

Al Attiyah said: “We finish 

and I am quite happy to win 
here for the fifth time. It was a 
good win this year. Thanks to 
the organisation for making an 
amazing job. It was not easy to 
win. We work hard. The road 
was not easy and the level 
what we did here was very 
high. The new car, T1+, we are 
working very hard. This was 
the first time we run here in 
Europe. We need to test more 
and more now that the team 
has decided to do the whole 
championship. The next race 
for us is Poland, but we intend 
to be ready for next Dakar.”

Al Rajhi and co-driver Mi-
chael Orr won the final stage 
in their Overdrive Racing Toy-
ota and added valuable points 
for second place to keep them 
firmly in the hunt for the FIA 
Bajas Drivers’ title.

Orr said: “It was a nice fi-
nal stage. We pushed from the 
start and we won the stage to 
keep our second position. It 
was a tough race with rough 
terrain and temperatures were 

very high. It was tough on the 
car and for the body. But eve-
rything was under control for 
us.”

Brazil’s Lucas Moreas 
teamed up with fellow coun-
tryman Kaique Bentivoglio 
and impressed, despite a lack 
of experience compared to 
their more experienced rivals. 
Moreas recorded two second 
fastest times on his way to the 
final place on the podium to 
complete a superb weekend 
with Overdrive Racing.

Moraes said: “This was my 
second race in the World Cup. 
My first was in Portugal last 

year. As a Brazilian, we just 
try to give our best every time 
we enter the car. It has been 
a pleasure to be with all these 
legends, Nasser and Yazeed. 
Day one was long and tricky, 
almost 400km in total. It was 
a clean run and we managed to 
pass a few drivers but the dust 
was not easy.”

Erik van Loon returned 
to action in a brand new T1+ 
Toyota after winning the T3 
category at the recent Ital-
ian Baja. The Dutchman was 
partnered by Frenchman Se-
bastien Delaunay, but lost the 
chance of a top position when 

he flooded the Hiluxes’s en-
gine in a muddy water cross-
ing on Saturday afternoon. 
Van Loon recovered to fin-
ish the event after setting the 
fourth quickest time on the 
final stage.

Fuel pump issues cost the 
Argentinean duo of Juan Cruz 
Yacopini and Fernando Acosta 
valuable time on Saturday and 
they dropped down to 59th 
overall before recovering to 
finish in the fifth of the Over-
drive Racing-run Toyotas.  

Crews tackled two de-
manding selective sections on 
Saturday, with the action get-

ting underway with a timed 
stage of 180.29km that was 
split into parts of 84.89km 
and 95.4km by a neutralisa-
tion zone.

Al Rajhi led the way into 
the stage from Al Attiyah 
but the Qatari caught the 
Saudi’s dust, shadowed the 
stage opener to the finish 
and snatched a lead of 1min 
34.9sec with the fastest time 
of 2hr 28min 34.5sec. Mo-
raes and Van Loon stopped 
the clocks in third and sev-
enth, but Yacopini lost over 
two hours with fuel pump is-
sues and was awarded a stage 

maximum time penalty. 
The second stage ran for 

222.13kms in the intense heat 
of the afternoon. Al Attiyah 
was again fastest and extend-
ed his lead to 5min 00.1sec. Al 
Rajhi came home in third be-
hind Moreas to maintain third 
overall. Yacopini was 14th but 
first stage issues had dropped 
the Argentine to 59th over-
all, while Van Loon slipped 
to 62nd after incurring stage 
time penalties when water en-
tered the Toyota’s engine at a 
muddy river crossing.

Al Attiyah said: “It was a 
good first day for us and we are 
leading by five minutes.”

Al Rajhi’s co-driver Orr 
added: “Two long stages and it 
was not easy for us. We opened 
the road and took it careful. It 
was slippery in the first sec-
tion and then we pushed a 
little more after the neutrali-
sation. Then we had a small 
incident at the end: the stage 
was blocked by the organisers. 
I was sure it was the good way 
but Yazeed wanted to check 
and we went back a little bit. 
I said no, we must break the 
tape. The organisers realised 
they made a mistake with this 
– it was the same area as the 
Prologue from the bikes – and 
they gave us the 27 seconds 
that we lost. That was fair. We 
didn’t have the best rhythm in 
the second one, but we are still 
second overnight.”

The third and final selec-
tive section ran for 159.88km 
on Sunday morning. Al Rajhi 
reduced Al Attiyah’s overall 
lead to 3min 02sec with the 
fastest time but the Qatari had 
done enough to secure a fifth 
win in Spain since 2008.

The FIA World Cup for 
Cross-Country Bajas resumes 
in Poland at the start of Sep-
tember.

Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah and co-driver Mathieu Baumel at a watersplash during the final stage of Baja Spain Aragon 2022 in Teruel on Sunday.

1-2-3 finish for Toyota 1. Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah (QAT)/Mathieu Baumel (FRA) Toyota GR DKR Hilux  7hr 20min 43.9sec
2. Yazeed Al Rajhi (SAU)/Michael Orr (GBR) Toyota Hilux Overdrive  7hr 23min 45.9sec
3. Lucas Moreas (BRA)/Kaique Bentivoglio (BRA) Toyota Hilux Overdrive  7hr 26min 09.6sec
4. Daniel Alonso (ESP)/Alejandro Lopez (ESP) Ford Ranger  7hr 45min 53.6sec
5. Luis Recuenco (ESP)/Sergio Peinado (ESP) Mini JCW Rally  7hr 49min 03.1sec
6. Joao Dias (PRT)/Joao Miranda (PRT) Can-Am Maverick X3 (T3)  7hr 55min 50.0sec
7. Santiago Carnicer (ESP)/Miguel Lazaro (ESP) Ford Ranger  7hr 57min 46.5sec
8. Dani Sordo (ESP)/Candido Carrera (ESP) Can-Am Maverick X3 (T3)  7hr 58min 03.1sec
9. Alejandro Martins (PRT)/Jose Marques (PRT) Mini JCW Rally  7hr 58min 56.0sec
10. Cristina Gutierrez (ESP)/Pablo Moreno (ESP) G Rally Team OT3 (T3)  8hr 00min 13.1sec
11. Pedro Carvalho (PRT)/Nuno Morais (PRT) Can-Am Maverick X3  8hr 01min 33.7sec
12. Petr Hozak (CZE)/Rene Kilian (CZE) Mini Paceman Proto  8hr 03min 23.3sec.

Baja Spain Aragon – Result (unofficial)
Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah scored his fifth win in Spain to add to his 
previous victories in 2008, 2016, 2017 and 2021.

Double upset in 4x100 relays as US eves, Canada men take gold
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

THE United States denied a 
star-studded Jamaican team 
the gold in the women’s 4x100 
metres at the world athletics 
championships in Eugene, Or-
egon on Saturday, while Can-
ada upset the US in the men’s 
sprint relay.

Twanisha “TeeTee” Terry 
held off 200m champion Sher-
icka Jackson in the home stretch 
of the women’s 4x100 relay to 
finish in 41.14 seconds, in front 
of a delighted home crowd.

“Coming into here, we 
knew we had to have the 
chemistry,” Terry was quoted 
as saying by World Athletics. 
“We had to move the baton 
through the exchanges. You 
can have the fastest...legs, but 
if you don’t move the baton 
around the track, then what 
are you doing? “So we knew 
we had to focus on ourselves 
and trust one another.” 

The Jamaican quartet, also 
featuring 100m champion and 
200m silver medallist Shelly-
Ann Fraser-Pryce, had trouble 
in the first changeover between 
Kemba Nelson and five-time 
Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson-Herah and finished 
.04 seconds behind the hosts.

Tatjana Pinto, Alexandra 
Burghardt, Gina Lückenkem-
per and Rebekka Haase mean-
while earned Germany a first 
medal in Eugene with 42.03 
seconds for bronze, Moments 
later in the men’s 4x100, Can-
ada denied the hosts a relay 
double, while Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland took 
home the bronze.

Olympic champion An-
dre De Grasse, who withdrew 
from the 200m in Eugene hav-
ing recently tested positive for 
Covid-19, held off Marvin Bra-
cy of the US to bring Canada 
home in 37.48.

“It’s special to win here. 
There are many Canadians 
cheering us on.

It’s not on home soil, but it 
felt like it,” he said.

Favourites the US, who 
featured 200m champion 
Noah Lyles, ended .07 seconds 
behind, while Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland took 

home the bronze in 37.83.
Tokyo Olympic champion 

Emmanuel Korir of Kenya 
took off in the final stages of 

the men’s 800m to clock a 
season-best 1 minute 43.71 
seconds and claim a maiden 
world title.

The Kenyan was followed 
by Algeria’s Damel Sedjati, 
whose fast finish gave him a 
.14 edge over the 1:44.28 of 
Canada’s Marco Arop, who 
had to settle for bronze after 
leading for most of the race.

In the women’s 5,000m, 
1500m silver medallist Gudaf 
Tsegay of Ethiopia took home 
the gold in a cagey race that 
was decided in the last lap, fin-
ishing in 14:46.29, .36 ahead 
of Kenya’s Beatrice Chebet. 
Tsegay’s compatriot Dawit 
Seyaum closed the podium 
with 14:47.36.

Dutch star Sifan Hassan, 
who was aiming for a long-dis-
tance double, looked set to go 
for the kill with 400m to go but 

ran out of steam after the last 
bend, finishing sixth in 14:48.12.

In the men’s triple jump, 
Olympic champion Pedro 
Pichardo was dominant as he 
took gold with 17.95 metres. 
Hugues Fabrice Zango took 
home the silver with 17.55m 
while China’s Yaming Zhu 
won bronze with 17.31m.

In the men’s javelin, Gre-
nada’s Anderson Peters was 
in a class of his own as he be-
came only the second man in 
history to defend his world 
title in the discipline. His first 
throw of 90.21m would have 
secured him the gold, but he 
still went on to better it twice, 
with 90.46m and then 90.54m 
in his last attempt.

Canada’s Andre De Grasse (C) crosses the finish line to win the men’s 4x100m relay final during the World 
Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

USA’s Twanisha Terry (bottom R) crosses the finish line to win the women’s 4x100m relay final during the 
World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medalists Aaron Brown, Jerome Blake, Brendon Rodney and An-
dre De Grasse of Team Canada pose during the medal ceremony for 
the men’s 4x100m relay in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

Gold medalists Melissa Jefferson, 
Jenna Prandini, Twanisha Terry 
and Abby Steiner of Team United 
States celebrate after the medal 
ceremony for women’s 4x100m 
relay in Eugene, Oregon, on Sat-
urday. (Getty Images/AFP)
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AARON HEISEN
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

AS Portugal’s Pedro Pichardo 
awaited his score on his first 
triple jump attempt, he stood 
with his hands on his hips 
staring into the crowd. He 
sported a confident look on his 
face and for good reason – he 
had produced a world-leading 
jump of 17.95m at Hayward 
Field on Saturday.

It was only the third at-
tempt of the triple jump com-
petition at the World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22, 
but it stood tall for the remain-
der of the event.

“I opened strongly,” Pich-
ardo said. “Since I left my 
residence, my mindset was fo-
cused on 18 metres. It did not 
come out today, but more im-
portantly, I won gold.”

Pichardo outlasted Burki-
na Faso’s silver medallist Hu-
gues Fabrice Zango (17.55m) 
and China’s bronze medallist 
Zhu Yaming (17.31m), to con-
tinue his reign at the top of the 
triple jump competition.

Pichardo won triple jump 
gold at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games, but the gold he earned 
on Saturday was his first on 
the World Championships 
stage. Prior to winning that 

gold, Pichardo had earned sil-
ver medals at both the 2013 
and 2015 World Champion-
ships.

“This world title was elu-
sive to me,” Pichardo said. 
“I had two silver medals and 
tried to win gold and achieved 
it today.”

After setting the tone with 
his first jump, Pichardo fol-
lowed that up with a jump of 
17.92m, which ended up being 
the second best attempt of the 
event.

The triple jump podium 
consisted of the same com-
petitors as the one in Tokyo, 
where Zhu earned silver and 
Zango earned the bronze. That 
order flipped on Saturday.

Zango is one of two athletes 
at the World Championships 

from Burkina Faso. The other, 
Marthe Koala, did not par-
ticipate in the women’s long 
jump. Before taking bronze in 
Tokyo, Zango earned bronze 
in Doha, where he finished 
behind USA’s Christian Taylor 
and Will Claye.

“I was motivated to win 
gold, but there’s not much left 
in my legs,” Zango said. 

“Looking at the season, I 
was a bit off my regular per-
formance. I went out there to 
explore. To manage 17.55m is 
good.”

In Tokyo, Zhu jumped a 
personal best of 17.57m to take 
the silver medal. On Saturday, 
he fell short of that mark by 
26 centimetres on his way to 
earning bronze.

“I am pretty happy with 

the medal,” Zhu said. 
“However, I am not satis-

fied with my performance to-
day. It was a bit below average. 
The preparation did not go as 
well as I planned.”

Italians Andrea Dallavalle 
and Emmanuel Ihemeje fin-
ished fourth and fifth respec-
tively. Ihemeje, who won the 
NCAA title in June, entered 
the final round at his first 
World Championships in sixth 
place. On that jump he pro-
duced 17.14m, which vaulted 
him into fifth ahead of USA’s 
Donald Scott.

Cuba’s world indoor 
champion Lazaro Martinez 
fouled each of his three jumps, 
so didn’t make it through 
to the final trio of attempts.  
 (World Athletics)

Pichardo leaps to 17.95m 
for world triple jump title

Pedro Pichardo of Team Portugal during the men’s triple jump final at the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Since I left my residence, 
my mindset was focused on 
18 metres. It did not come 
out today, but more 
importantly, I won gold.
Pedro Pichardo of PortugalIndia’s Neeraj Chopra competes in the men’s javelin throw final at the World Athletics Championships at 

Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

India’s Chopra vows to 
give his best at CWG 

2022 after Worlds silver
ANI

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

AFTER winning a historic 
silver at the World Athletics 
Championships in Oregon, 
Neeraj Chopra expressed 
delight and said that he will 
give his best in the upcoming 
Commonwealth Games 2022. 
Neeraj recorded a distance of 
88.13m in his fourth attempt 
in the men’s javelin throw fi-
nal and secured the second 
position.

“The only thing in my 
mind was to apply full force in 
the final. And that’s what I did. 
I had a bit of a problem in the 
first three throws but made a 
good comeback too. And I 
managed it and won the silver 
medal all went well,” Neeraj 
Chopra told ANI after winning 
the silver medal.

Commonwealth Games 
2022 will take place in Bir-
mingham from July 28 to Au-
gust 8.

Talking about the upcom-
ing Commonwealth Games 
2022 preparations, the To-
kyo Olympics gold medallist 
said, “Now there is no time to 
strengthen the preparations 
for the event, because now 
whatever I have preparation 
is there, it is enough to per-
form well in Games. I will give 
my best in Commonwealth 
Games.”

On becoming the just sec-
ond Indian after Anju Bobby 
George to win a medal in 
World Athletics Champion-
ship, Neeraj expressed delight 

and said the best part of the 
tournament was that many 
Indians made it to the finals of 
the prestigious event.

“Feeling great for our 
country. And the best part 
is that more of our athletes 
reached the finals,” he added.

Talking about the time 
when his throw went down in 
the final, Neeraj said, “Some-
times it happens like this. My 
aim was to stay motivated till 
the last and keep the focus till 
the last good throw. And the 
Throws were good.”

The Olympic medallist 
started the proceedings with 
a foul throw, which was fol-
lowed by 82.39m and 86.37m. 
It was finally in the fourth at-
tempt when he recorded the 
distance of 88.13m, which put 
him in contention for the sil-

ver medal.
The last two attempts by 

Neeraj went foul throws, and 
thus, he ended up in the sec-
ond position. The first position 
was held by defending cham-
pion Anderson Peters of Gre-
nada, who recorded a distance 
of 90.54m.

Neeraj also became India’s 
first ever track and field ath-
lete to take the silver medal 
in the World Championships, 
and second to bag a podium 
finish after the legendary long 
jumper Anju Bobby George 
had finished third in the Paris 
Worlds in 2003.

On the other hand, World 
Championships debutant 
Rohit Yadav finished at the 
10th position after making at-
tempts of 78.72m, 78.05m and 
77.95m.

Silver medallist India’s Neeraj Chopra (L), gold medallist Grenada’s 
Anderson Peters (C) and bronze medallist Czech Republic’s Jakub 
Vadlejch pose on the podium during the medal ceremony for the 
men’s javelin throw at the World Athletics Championships at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold for Korir in 800m, Tsegay wins 5000m
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

TOKYO Olympic champion 
Emmanuel Korir of Kenya 
claimed a maiden world title 
in the 800m as Gudaf Tsegay 
took gold in a tactical 5,000m 
at the world athletic champi-
onships in Eugene in the US 
state of Oregon on Saturday.

Korir took off in the final 
stages of the men’s 800m to 
clock a season-best 1 minute 
43.71 seconds. 

The Kenyan was followed 
by Algeria’s Damel Sedjati, 
whose fast finish gave him a 
.14 edge over the 1:44.28 of 
Canada’s Marco Arop, who 
had to settle for bronze after 
leading for most of the race.

In the women’s 5,000m, 
1500m silver medallist Gudaf 
Tsegay of Ethiopia took home the gold in a cagey race that 

was decided in the last lap, fin-
ishing in 14:46.29, .36 ahead 
of Kenya’s Beatrice Chebet. 
Tsegay’s compatriot Dawit 
Seyaum closed the podium 
with 14:47.36.

Dutch star Sifan Hassan, 
who was aiming for a long-dis-
tance double, looked set to go 
for the kill with 400m to go but 
ran out of steam after the last 
bend, finishing sixth in 14:48.12.

Emmanuel Kipkurui Korir of Team Kenya on winning gold in the men’s 
800m at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)Gudaf Tsegay of Team Ethiopia 

celebrates winning gold in the 
women’s 5000m at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 in Eugene, Oregon, on 
Saturday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Xavi hails Lewandowski  
after Barca friendly debut

DPA
MADRID 

ROBERT Lewandowski was 
especially praised by Barce-
lona coach Xavi after making 
his debut in a 1-0 friendly win 
over arch-rivals Real Madrid 
near La Vegas.

The former Bayern Munich 
striker started the game and was 
substituted for Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang after the break.

“Robert is a world star. A 
world star who has come to us 
with incredible humility,” Xavi 

said, adding that Lewandows-
ki had adapted to the team 
“very quickly.” 

He said he was “very happy” 
with the close-season signings 
of Lewandowski and Brazilian 
Raphinha, who scored the win-
ning goal in the 27th minute.

Xavi was pleased with the 
victory against the Spanish re-
cord champions and stressed: 
“For me, there are no friendlies.” 

Real Madrid, with Germany 
defender Antonio Rüdiger as a 
reinforcement, were playing 
the first match of their US trip. 

Barcelona coach Xavi appeals to officials for a handball against Real 
Madrid during the international friendly between Barcelona and Real 
Madrid at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Saturday. (AFP)

Haaland enjoying Grealish ‘vibe’ 
after debut Manchester City goal

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

MANCHESTER City new boy 
Erling Haaland is relishing his 
blossoming partnership with 
Jack Grealish after the Eng-
land international helped him 
mark his debut with a first goal 
for the club.

The 22-year-old Norwe-
gian, a signing from Borus-
sia Dortmund, needed just 12 
minutes to do what he does 
best, converting Grealish’s 
cross to secure a 1-0 friendly 
victory over Bayern Munich on 
a stormy Saturday evening at 
Lambeau Field in Green Bay.

Haaland has already been 
impressed with the former As-
ton Villa playmaker, who has 
struggled to make the impact 
he might have hoped following 
his switch to the Etihad Sta-
dium last August, but is con-
vinced there is much more to 
come from the pair.

He told Sky Sports: “He’s 
good. He has to get better, I 

have to get better, but good 
link. I like the vibe around him, 
so it’s going to be fun.” 

Haaland’s involvement 
in front of a crowd of almost 
80,000 was limited to just 41 
minutes on a night when kick-
off was delayed because of an 
electrical storm and then play 
paused for almost 45 minutes 
by another. However, it did not 

take him long to demonstrate 
the prowess in which City have 
invested so heavily.

He said: “As you probably 
all know, I’ve been watching 
a lot of City games for the last 
years and the last years have 
been without a striker, so of 
course I’ve been seeing myself 
in these kind of situations to-
day, so I’m not surprised.” 

Erling Haaland of Manchester City throws his shirt into the crowd after 
the pre-season friendly match between Bayern Munich and Manchester 
City at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

France’s head coach Corinne Diacre (C) celebrates with players after 
winning the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 quarter-final against Nether-
lands at the New York Stadium, in Rotherham, on Saturday. (AFP)

France want to make history 
in first ever Euros semis

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

CORINNE Diacre said France 
were “here to build history” 
after they got past holders the 
Netherlands to reach the semi-
finals of the Women’s Euros 
for the first time. 

Les Bleues secured a 1-0 
victory over the Dutch in 
Rotherham thanks to Eve Per-
isset’s penalty in the first half 
of extra time.

They advance to a meet-
ing with eight-time winners 
Germany in Milton Keynes on 
Wednesday, a first appearance 
in the last four of the competi-
tion after making quarter-final 
exits at last three editions.

Boss Diacre, who took 
charge shortly after Euro 
2017, said: “That’s not our his-
tory. We’re here to build his-
tory. We want to make history 
for ourselves, and there is still 
a bit of a way to go.”
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New Balance unveils Al Sadd home kit for new 2022-23 season
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA 

NEW Balance has unveiled the 
Al Sadd SC home kit for the 
new 2022/23 season.

The new dynamic design 
has incorporated a unique au-
thentic connection to the her-
itage and history of the club 
but with modern aesthetics. 
The jersey represents a new 
exciting statement for 2022/3 
season. The crisp white home 
jersey is accented with black V-
neck detailing for a pop of con-
trast, whilst matching shorts 
and socks complete the look. 

The Goalkeeper jersey re-
mains a vibrant hue, in hi lite 
yellow, and a very subtle trian-
gular wave pattern, perfectly 
contrasting the outfield kit.

CEO of Al Sadd SC, Turki 
Al Ali said, “Our new home jer-
sey draws its inspiration from 
both our Club’s rich history 
and Qatar’s distinctive archi-
tecture. We are about to wel-
come the world into our coun-
try to celebrate football, and 
it only made sense to create a 
jersey that honors a wealth of 
our history and heritage. We 
are confident that our new jer-
sey will be equally adored by 
our fans and football visitors” 

Regional General Man-
ager of New Balance MENA, 
Stuart Henwood, added: “The 
Al Sadd Club has such a great 
tradition and history. We are 
very excited to deliver innova-
tive kits for the 2022/3 season 
with the designs inspired by 
a connection to the history of 

the club and unique landscape 
of the country.”

The home jersey release 
forms part of New Balance’s 
season long campaign for Al 
Sadd SC called “Qatar Is Now”. 

Al Sadd SC positions itself 
as a club for the community, 
not only locally but also in-

ternationally, the creative was 
informed by the clubs passion 
for its fans and how all fans are 
part their family, a club for the 
country and the world.

New Balance Football has 
employed cutting-edge design 

technology across all 22/23 
jerseys to ensure superior per-
formance. 

Developed using innova-
tive NB Dry technology to 
help keep players fresh and 
dry from the first to the final 

whistle.
The New Balance Al Sadd 

SC 22/23 home kit is available 
to order now across the clubs 
fan store, on-line store, and 

the New Balance store in The 
Dubai Mall, and from the 29th 
July fans will be able to find 
the kit in Go Sport and Sports 
Corner.

Al Sadd Sports Club CEO Turki Al Ali reveals the new Al Sadd shirt 
with Stuart Henwood, General Manager, New Balance. 

Vingegaard wins Tour de France

STATS PERFORM/DPA  
PARIS

JONAS Vingegaard sealed a 
maiden Tour de France title in 
Paris after finishing safely in 
the chasing bunch on the final 
stage, which was won by Jas-
per Philipsen.

Team Jumbo-Visma rider 
Vingegaard led back-to-back 
champion Tadej Pogacar by 
more than three and a half min-
utes heading into the largely 
processional finale on Sunday.

The Dane saw out the job in 
a stress-free manner - even en-
joying some champagne dur-
ing the 116-kilometre stretch 
- to end Pogacar’s spell of Gen-
eral Classification dominance.

A few packs of riders tried to 
break free of the bunch on the 
Champs-Elysees, setting up a 
frantic late sprint that saw Bel-
gium’s Philipsen earn his sec-
ond stage win of this year’s race.

Vingegaard crossed over 
moments later, in unison with 
his Jumbo-Visma team after 
retaining the yellow jersey, 
which he had been in posses-
sion of since stage 11.

He was also crowned King 
of the Mountains, while team-
mate Wout van Aert joined the 
celebrations in his green jersey 
after another solid outing.

“It’s just incredible. I’ve 
finally won the Tour,” Ving-
egaard said.

“Now nothing can go 
wrong any more. I’m sitting 
here with my daughter. It’s 

just incredible.
“It is the biggest cycling 

race of the year, the biggest 
one you can win and now I 
have done it. Nobody can take 
this away from me.”

Jumbo-Visma are the first 
team to win the yellow, polka 
dot and green jerseys at the 
same edition of the race since 
Faema managed the feat in 
1969, thanks to Eddy Merckx.

Pogacar never came within 
two minutes and 18 seconds of 
Vingegaard in the GC, once the 
Danish rider had the lead.

The Slovenian therefore 
had to settle for the consola-
tion prize of the white jersey for 
a third year running, with that 
award given to the best-placed 
rider under the age of 26.

It was rather fitting that 
this year’s Tour de France, 
which started with the first 
three races in Denmark three 
weeks ago, was won by a Dane 
for just the second time, after 
Bjarne Riis in 1996. Indeed, 
it is the first time in 30 years 
that the winner of the race has 
been a native of the country 
where the race started.

Vingegaard was a fitting 
winner in the GC, though Sun-
day’s 21st and final leg also be-
longed to Philipsen, who add-
ed to his stage 15 triumph with 
another victory on the famous 
streets of Paris.

“It’s a childhood dream 
coming true - this will take 
a while to realise,” Philipsen 
said. “I’m super proud of the 
team for finishing the Tour 
like this. It went ideal for me. I 
was in a great position. I’m su-
per happy and proud to win on 
this beautiful Champs-Elysees 
by the Arc de Triomphe.” 
Stage Results
1. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) 2:58:32 2. Dylan 
Groenewegen (Team BikeEx-
change-Jayco) same time 3. 
Alexander Kristoff (Intermarche-
Wanty-Gobert) same time 4. 
Jasper Stuyven (Trek-Segafredo) 
same time 5. Peter Sagan (Team 
TotalEnergies) same time.
Final Standings
General Classification 1. 
Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 
79:33:20 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) +2:43 3. Geraint 
Thomas (INEOS Grenadiers) 
+7:22 Points Classification 1. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 
480 2. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) 286 3. Tadej Pogacar 
(UAE Team Emirates) 250 King 
of the Mountains 1. Jonas 
Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 72 2. 
Simon Geschke (Cofidis) 65 3. Gi-
ulio Ciccone (Trek-Segafredo) 61.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey raises his 
bicycle, next to his partner Trine and daughter Frida (2nd R) as he celebrates winning the 109th edition 
of the Tour de France cycling race, after the 21st and final stage, 115,6 km between La Defense Arena in 
Nanterre, outside Paris, and the Champs-Elysees in Paris, France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Cricket Scotland 
board resigns ahead 
of report into racism

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THE board of Cricket Scotland 
has resigned ahead of the pub-
lication of an independent re-
port into racism.

The report will come out 
on Monday, though on Sat-
urday Cricket Scotland said 
it was “truly sorry” to anyone 
who was abused while playing 
the sport.

The review has been con-
ducted after Scotland’s all-
time leading wicket-taker Ma-
jid Haq told Sky Sports News 
that Cricket Scotland was “in-
stitutionally racist”, while for-
mer team-mate Qasim Sheikh 
said he had also suffered racist 
abuse.

Aamer Anwar, the lawyer 
representing the two play-
ers, told Sky the report could 
prove “devastating” for Crick-
et Scotland.

In a statement reacting 
to Sunday’s resignations, a 
spokesperson for Cricket Scot-
land said: “Cricket Scotland 
will work in partnership with 
sportscotland with immedi-
ate effect to ensure appropri-
ate governance, leadership 
and support is in place for the 
organisation and the sport in 

the days ahead, and these ar-
rangements will be reviewed 
after the publication of the 
report into racism in cricket 
in Scotland and updates given 
accordingly.” 

The resignation letter from 
the outgoing board referred to 
the review being “truly trans-
formative, not just for Cricket 
Scotland but the sport of crick-
et” and said it would “provide a 
watershed moment for Scottish 
sport and society in general”.

The outgoing board re-
peated its apology, but said 
that despite taking steps to 
improve the governance of 
Cricket Scotland, it could not 
meet the timescales of actions 
the report will recommend.

The statement added: 
“While the board has not 
been given sight of the review 
report, it is now aware of the 
proposed timescales and of 
certain mandated actions pro-
posed within the report that 
it believes make the delivery 
of these two programmes un-
achievable within the timeta-
ble proposed and the current 
governance framework.

“Consequently, we believe 
we must now step aside to ena-
ble the required progress to be 
made in the coming months.”

Musetti stuns Alcaraz on Hamburg clay for first ATP title
DPA

HAMBURG 

LORENZO Musetti shocked 
favourite Carlos Alcaraz on the 
Hamburg clay to win the Eu-
ropean Open on Sunday and 
his first ATP title.

The 20-year-old Italian 
beat the 19-year-old Spaniard 
6-4, 7-6 (8-6), 6-4.

Despite the defeat, Alcaraz 
will enter the top five of the 
world rankings for the first 
time. He is the youngest player 

to do so since fellow Spaniard 
Rafael Nadal in 2005.

Musetti was in his first 
ATP final and is being talked 
in the same breath as Alcaraz 
as a potential future star of 
men’s tennis. He put his rival 
on the back foot by confidently 
taking the first set and had 
match point in the second set 
tiebreak, only to give away the 
set with a double fault.

But Musetti pounced on a 
break late on in the third set to 
reign supreme over a man who 

had won four tournaments al-
ready this year.

On Saturday, American 
Bernarda Pera stunned top 
seed Anett Kontaveit to win 
the WTA tournament at the 
joint Hamburg event.

The European Open - 
along with some other tennis 
tournaments this week - is out 
of sync with the rest of the cal-
endar, with clay tournaments 
normally coming in the build-
up to the French Open in May 
and June.

Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during the European Open final against Span-
iard Carlos Alcaraz in Hamburg on Sunday.

Ruud rallies to down Berrettini 
in Swiss Open title defence 

Casper Ruud mounted an impressive comeback to defend his 
Swiss Open crown, seeing off Matteo Berrettini in a three-set thriller 
in Gstaad. The Norwegian, the beaten finalist at this year’s French 
Open, made it successive triumphs at Roy Emerson Arena, after 
overcoming a first-set deficit to win 4-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-2. It takes clay 
specialist Ruud to an eighth overall title on the surface and a third 
of the year, following victories at the Argentina Open in February and 
Geneva Open in May. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Tiesj Benoot (L), Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert (2nd R) and 
Jumbo-Visma team’s French rider Christophe Laporte (R) celebrate the overall victory of their teammate Jumbo-
Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey (2nd L) as they cross 
the finish line of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, after the 21st and final stage, 115,6 km 
between La Defense Arena in Nanterre, outside Paris, and the Champs-Elysees in Paris  on Sunday. (AFP)

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider 
Jonas Vingegaard celebrates on 
the podium with the overall lead-
er’s yellow jersey after winning 
the 109th edition of the Tour de 
France at the Champs-Elysees in 
Paris on Sunday. (AFP)
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Championship leader Verstappen wins 
French GP after Leclerc crashes out

DPA
BERLIN

MAX Verstappen won the 
French Grand Prix to extend 
his advantage in the Formula 
One world championship af-
ter Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
crashed out when leading on 
Sunday.

Leclerc prevailed in Austria 
last time out to put pressure 
on Red Bull’s Verstappen, but 
all that work was undone in Le 
Castellet as Ferrari’s run of mis-
takes this season continued.

“We just tried to stay calm 
and stay close. Unlucky for 
Charles, I hope he’s okay. It 
was all about looking after the 
tyres until the end,” Verstap-
pen said.

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton 
finished an impressive sec-
ond in his 300th grand prix, 
the best position for his team 
this season, with team-mate 
George Russell third after a 
late overtake of Sergio Perez.

Monaco’s Leclerc screamed 
in anger from the cockpit after 
spinning and hitting the barri-
ers on lap 18 of 53.

It was the third time this 
season Leclerc has retired 
when leading a race. He has 
only converted five of his 16 
career F1 poles into wins.

Defending champion 
Verstappen is now 63 points 
ahead of Leclerc in the stand-
ings after 12 of 22 races thanks 
to seven wins this season.

Leclerc initially blamed the 
crash on the throttle, which 

was a problem in Austria, but 
his wearing tyres could also 
have been a factor and he later 
owned up to a driver error.

“I’m performing at a high 
level, as I have been doing 
all season, but if I keep doing 
these mistakes it is pointless,” 
he told the BBC.

The safety car came out 
following his crash, allowing 
Verstappen to quickly take the 
lead having earlier pitted first 
in a bid to undercut Leclerc, 
who had made a superb start 
from pole and repelled an at-
tack from the Dutchman on 
lap seven.

Mexico’s Perez started 
third on the grid but was over-
taken straight away by Ham-
ilton on the 5.842-kilometres 
Circuit Paul Ricard.

The seven-times world 
champion had been enduring 
a difficult season and Mer-
cedes boss Toto Wolff had la-
mented the car’s performance 
in French qualifying. But the 
Briton made a mockery of all 
that with a masterful drive.

“That’s an incredible re-
sult for the team,” Hamilton, 
whose water bottle malfunc-
tioned in the heat, said over 
the radio.

Leclerc had sealed pole on 
Saturday thanks to a flying lap 
where he was partly helped by 
team-mate Carlos Sainz’s slip-
stream.

Sainz started on the back 
row of the grid due to needing 
new engine components and 
fought his way up to third on 

the multi-coloured track near 
Marseille, getting past Red 
Bull’s Perez in an enthralling 
duel.

However, he had to serve 
a five-second penalty for an 
unsafe release and finished 
fifth, with the timing of a  Ferrari pit-stop also ques- tionable. The Spaniard also 

set the fastest lap.
Perez and Russell then 

made contact in the battle for 
third and the Briton passed 
the Mexican when he ap-
peared to be snoozing as a late 
virtual safety car period ended. 
It was a first double podium of 
the year for former dominant 
team Mercedes.

Verstappen also won last 
year’s race in Le Castellet, 
which is set to drop off the cal-
endar after this year.

F1 moves to Hungary next 
weekend before an extended 
break.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates after  
winning the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard 
in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

The car of Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc is evacuated after he crashed during the French 
Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull) 1h 30:02.112, 2. 
Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) at 10.587, 3. George 
Russell (GBR/Mercedes) 16.495, 4. Sergio Pérez (MEX/
Red Bull) 17.310, 5. Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 28.872, 
6. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 42.879, 7. 
Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 52.026, 8. 
Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault) 56.959, 9. Daniel 
Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes) 1:00.372, 10. Lance 
Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1:02.549, 11. 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 
1:04.494, 12. Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 
1:05.448, 13. Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes) 
1:08.565, 14. Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo) 1:16.666, 
15.Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1:20.394, 
16.Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo) six laps.
Fastest lap: Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 1:35.781 on 

51st lap (average speed: 221.418 km/h)
Did not finish: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Yuki Tsunoda 
(JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-
Ferrari), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes)
World championship standings:
Drivers: 1. Max Verstappen (NED) 233 pts, 2. Charles 
Leclerc (MON) 170, 3. Sergio Pérez (MEX) 163, 4. 
Carlos Sainz (ESP) 144, 5. George Russell (GBR) 143, 
6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 127, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 
70, 8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 56, 9. Valtteri Bottas (FIN) 
46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 37.
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 396 pts, 2. Ferrari 314, 3. 
Mercedes 270, 4. Alpine-Renault 93, 5. McLaren-
Mercedes 89, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. 
AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 19, 
10. Williams-Mercedes 3

Results & Standings

The GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally Team (WRT) pulled off a one-two finish for the GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric vehicle in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) at Rally Estonia.

1-2 finish for Gazoo Racing 
at eventful Rally Estonia

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DUBAI 

THE GAZOO Racing (GR) 
World Rally Team (WRT) 
pulled off a one-two finish for 
the GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric vehicle in the FIA 
World Rally Championship 
(WRC) at Rally Estonia, as 
Kalle Rovanperä continued his 
remarkable 2022 season with 
his fifth victory from the last six 
events after a high-speed battle 
with team-mate Elfyn Evans.

Having scored maximum 
points toward the manufac-
turers’ championship during 
the eventful race, Toyota now 
leads by 87 points.

After a series of rougher 
gravel events, the smooth and 
fast stages of Estonia provided 
a test for the outright perfor-
mance of the GR YARIS Rally1 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle that 
dominated the seventh round of 
the WRC 2022 season. Despite 
short and sharp rain showers 
making conditions extremely 
changeable and unpredictable 
for the drivers, the vehicle re-
corded the fastest time in all 22 
full-length stages.

Even though the final two 
stages saw the worst of the 
weather posing challenges to 
both Rovanperä and Evans, 
they maintained their overall 

positions. They then made the 
most of improving conditions 
as the sun came out for their 
runs at the deciding Power 
Stage, with Rovanperä set-
ting the best time by a huge 
22.5 seconds over Evans to 
claim maximum points for 
himself and co-driver Jonne 
Halttunen, who increased 
their championship lead to 83 
points after seven of 13 rounds. 
Evans and his co-driver Scott 
Martin have climbed to third 
in the standings after a second 
straight second-place finish 
and their third of the season.

Akio Toyoda, President, 
and CEO of Toyota Motor Cor-
poration commented: “Kalle 
and Jonne, congratulations 
on back-to-back victories af-
ter Kenya, the fifth win this 
season, and two consecutive 
victories in Estonia! For Elfyn 
and Scott, it’s their third sec-
ond-place finish this season. 
The points they earned mean 
a lot for the team and I know 
they will be reliable in the sec-

ond half of the season as well. 
I’m really looking forward to 
the second half of the 2022 
season and I believe our fans 
are feeling the same way. We 
will continue to do our best 
to meet your expectations. 
Thank you very much for your 
continued support.” 

Over the years, Toyota 
has been participating in 
many different forms of mo-
torsports,  including Formula 
One, the World Endurance 
Championship (WEC), and 
the Nürburgring 24  Hours 
endurance race. Toyota’s par-
ticipation in these events was 
overseen by separate  entities 
within the company until April 
2015, when Toyota established 
GR,  to consolidate all of its 
motorsport’s activities under 
one in-house brand. 

Representing  Toyota’s be-
lief that ‘the roads build the 
people, and the people build the 
cars,’ GR highlights the role of 
motorsports as a fundamental 
pillar of Toyota’s commitment 
to  making ‘ever-better’ cars. 

Rally Finland, which will 
take place from August 4-7, is 
the fastest rally on the calendar 
and also a home rally for the GR 
WRT, which has its headquar-
ters close to the service park in 
Jyväskylä and has won each of 
the last four editions.

Toyota leads 
Manufacturers’ 

Championship by 87 
points after Round 7 of 
2022 FIA World Rally 

Championship 

Leclerc admits mistakes scuppering title hopes 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc took all the 
blame for an “unacceptable” 
crash at the French Grand Prix 
as Ferrari suffered the misery 
of seeing the race leader blow 
a chance of victory.

The 24-year-old from Mo-
naco sent his car into a wall of 
tyres of Turn 11 at Circuit Paul 
Ricard on lap 18, having start-
ed on pole position.

He had been chasing a 
fourth win of the season and 
was set to narrow the gap to 
Formula One championship 
leader Max Verstappen.

Yet Verstappen took ad-
vantage of Leclerc’s blunder 
to win the race and tighten his 

grip on first place in the driv-
ers’ standings.

A regretful Leclerc said: “I’m 

losing too many points: seven in 
Imola, 25 here, because honest-
ly we were probably the strong-

est car on track today.
“If we lost the champion-

ship by 32 points at the end of 
the season I will know where 
they are coming from, and it’s 
unacceptable.” 

He said he would go away 
and look again at what went 
wrong, but Leclerc had little 
doubt it was all on him.

“To me, it’s a mistake,” he 
said. “It’s just trying to push 
too much, and then I lost the 
rear. It’s been a very difficult 
weekend for me, I struggled a 
lot with the balance of the car.

“When it’s warm like this, 
it’s very difficult to be consist-
ent, and I’ve been [finding it] 
very difficult to put laps to-
gether, and I did a mistake at 
the wrong moment.”

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc walks in the pit lane after 
retired from the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-
Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka score 315 for 6 on opening day
ICC

GALLE

SRI Lanka batters failed to 
convert their starts into big 
scores as the hosts ended day 
one of the second Test in Galle 
at 315/6 on Sunday.

Sri Lanka opted to bat first 
and opener Oshada Fernando 
continued his good form with 
the bat and along with captain 
Dimuth Karunaratne ensured 
that Sri Lanka were off to a 
comfortable start. 

The first hour was a quiet 
one with the hosts reaching 
36/0 in 12 overs. After gaining 
confidence both batters broke 
free and hit a couple of stun-
ning shots to push Sri Lanka’s 
scoring rate. Fernando was the 
faster of the two as he inched 
towards his seventh Test fifty. 

He got to the milestone 
with a six over mid-on but was 
immediately dismissed on the 
next ball, breaking the 92-run 
opening stand.

Three overs later, Kusal 
Mendis (3) departed due to an 
unfortunate run-out as he was 
out of the crease at the non-
striker’s end when the bowler 
diverted the ball onto the 
stumps. Lunch was then taken 
with Sri Lanka on 96/2.

Karunaratne could not last 

long after lunch either. In less 
than six overs after the lunch 
break, he was out off Yasir 
Shah while attempting a re-
verse sweep and ending up 
mishitting the ball to back-
ward point, where Naseem 
Shah held onto a sharp catch 
diving forward. 

Dinesh Chandimal walked 
in and continuing his recent 
purple patch, joined Mathews to 
help revive Sri Lanka’s innings. 

The pair brought up their 
half-century stand with ease 
and continued to persevere. 

Mathews got a reprieve on 36 
when he was dropped by Ba-
bar Azam at extra cover off 
Nauman Ali. Sri Lanka went to 
tea at 181/3.

The new ball then did the 
trick for Pakistan, as Naseem 
Shah rattled the middle stump 
to send de Silva back for 33. 
Niroshan Dickwell got a re-
prieve on 23, with Babar drop-
ping another catch, this time in 
the slips. Dickwella, along with 
Wellalage, saw through the re-
mainder of the day, as Sri Lan-
ka headed to stumps at 315/6.

Sri Lanka’s teenage Test debutant Dunith Wellalage (L) receives his cap from Angelo Mathews before the 
start of first day’s play of the second cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle  
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Sunday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka (1st innings)
O. Fernando c Rizwan b Nawaz  50
D. Karunaratne c Naseem b Yasir  40
K. Mendis run out (Salman)  3
A. Mathews c Rizwan b Nauman  42
D. Chandimal c Fawad b Nawaz  80
D. de Silva b Naseem  33
N. Dickwella not out  42
D. Wellalage not out  6
Extras: (b4, lb5, nb10)  19
Total: (For 6 wickets, 86 overs)  315
Still to bat: R. Mendis, P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando.
Fall of wickets: 1-92 (Oshada), 2-96 (K. Mendis), 
3-120 (Karunaratne), 4-195 (Mathews), 5-258 
(Chandimal), 6-290 (de Silva).
Bowling: Hasan 12-3-45-0 (nb1), Naseem 12-3-34-1 
(nb5), Nauman 21-2-64-1 (nb2), Agha 6-0-25-0 
(nb1), Nawaz 17-2-71-2, Yasir 18-1-67-1 (nb1).

Scoreboard

Sri Lanka vs Pak: 2nd Test at Galle
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