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Turkish president invites Amir to attend 
Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani received a written message 
from President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan, inviting His Highness to attend the 
5th edition of Islamic Solidarity Games, which will be organised in Konya from August 9 to August 18, 
2022. The message was received by HH the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani during 
his meeting with Minister of Youth and Sports of The Republic of Turkey Dr Mehmet Kasapoglu at the 
Amiri Diwan on Sunday. The meeting dealt with reviewing ways to strengthen and promote bilateral 
cooperation between the two brotherly countries, particularly in youth and sports. (QNA)

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR is moving towards a 
knowledge-based and more 
flexible economic model fo-
cused on sustainability in line 
with Qatar National Vision 
2030, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Hamad bin Qas-
sim Al Thani has said.

In an interview with the 
Oxford Business Group (OBG) 
published recently, the minis-
ter said that achieving a quick 
recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic and restoring 
growth rates in a sustainable 
manner are priorities in order 
to establish a strong and resil-
ient economic future.

He said, “Qatar has adopt-
ed significant measures to at-
tract FDI, a vital part of its 
diversified future, and the 
country has developed into a 
very competitive regional and 
global investment destination. 
Recent reforms include the 
launch of a single window for 
entrepreneurs and investors; 
the creation of the Investment 
Promotion Agency; the es-
tablishment of the Qatar Free 
Zones Authority; and a legal 
amendment to allow 100 per-
cent foreign business owner-
ship.”

The minister said foreign 
companies can benefit from 
investment opportunities in 
areas identified in the second 
National Development Strat-
egy (NDS) for 2018-22 and 
contribute to Qatar’s growth in 
non-oil sectors, which already 
accounted for 63.2 percent of 
GDP in 2021.

“The NDS defined pro-
grammes to accelerate eco-
nomic diversification in 
Qatar. These included en-
hancing the competitiveness 
of Qatari exports based on in-
frastructure and logistics ser-
vices; activating regional and 
international networks with 
the aim of establishing more 
competitive and expansive 
supply chains; and conclud-
ing international and region-
al trade agreements that sup-
port the country’s position in 
key markets,” he said.

Stating that private sector 
companies can achieve sig-
nificant returns and expand 
into the region’s markets on 
the back of Qatar’s advanced 
infrastructure, he said, “The 
country has established links 
with global markets through 
infrastructure developments 
such as Hamad International 
Airport, Hamad Port, various 
free zones, and other logistics- 
and industry-focused areas. 
This constitutes an important 

incentive for local and foreign 
companies to invest in non-
oil sectors and engage with 
the domestic market while 
expanding into new markets 
abroad.”

Qatar has recently imple-
mented and reformed legis-
lation to attract additional 
foreign investment, he said. 
“This includes more benefits 
for foreign investors and giv-
ing private sector companies 
opportunities to participate 
in the development of major 
national projects, in addition 
to partnering on wider eco-
nomic initiatives. Qatar also 
offers various tax and customs 
exemptions, as well as facili-
tating investment procedures 
through the single window 
platform. Foreign investors 
can also now own real estate 
in multiple areas,” he said.

The new law regulating 
PPPs aims to increase the ef-
ficiency and sustainability of 
infrastructure projects and 
government services, rational-
ise public budget expenditures 
and achieve optimal resource 
investment, he said adding 
that the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has worked to 
assess private sector participa-
tion in major projects to gauge 
competitive capabilities.

“It has also ensured the 
implementation of the PPP 
Law in all relevant projects, 
especially regarding hospitals, 
schools and tourist resorts. As 
a result, several projects were 
announced within the PPP 
framework shortly after the 
law passed,” the minister said.

Qatar moving towards 
a knowledge-based 

sustainable economy 
Restoring growth rates in a sustainable manner top priority for 
establishing a strong and resilient economic future: Minister 

Minister of Commerce and Indus-
try HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani. 

AL ATTIYAH WINS BAJA SPAIN ARAGON RALLY
Qatari rally driver and four-time Dakar Rally champion Nasser bin Saleh Al Attiyah claimed his fifth 
title by winning the Baja Spain Aragon rally. Al Attiyah achieved best time in the general ranking 
of the rally’s stages in seven hours, 20 minutes and 43 seconds. Al Attiyah was ahead of his Saudi 
counterpart and the runner-up in the general classification Yazeed Al Rajhi , and six minutes ahead 
of Brazilian Luke Morris, who finished third. Al Attiyah and French co-driver Mathieu Baumel won the 
opening two selective sections on Saturday in the latest specification Toyota Gazoo Racing Hilux and 
built up a lead that they were able to defend on the final stage on Sunday. PAGE 12

PSA announces policy for 
publishing official statistics

QNA
DOHA

The Planning and Statistics 
Authority has announced the 
policy of publishing official 
statistics in the form of a 
document that includes the 
determinants, controls and 
basic concepts for com-
municating 
official statistics 
through vari-
ous means of 
publication, 
which ensures 
in an appropri-
ate manner that 
the needs of 
all segments of 
users are met.

The policy of publishing 
official statistics in Qatar 
is based on a number of 
guiding principles, which are 
Amiri Decision No. 70 of 
2018 regarding the estab-
lishment of the Planning and 
Statistics Authority, Law No. 

2 of 2011 regarding official 
statistics, and the Funda-
mental Principles of Official 
Statistics that were approved 
by UN General Assembly on 
Jan. 29, 2014.

PSA President Dr Saleh 
bin Mohammad Al Nabit 
said the policy of publishing 
official statistics mainly re-

volves around 
meeting the 
needs of us-
ers of such 
statistics in 
Qatar, espe-
cially deci-
sion makers, 
researchers, 
investors, 

workers in public affairs and 
others.

The policy for the publi-
cation of official statistics 
will be available in printed 
form at the Planning and 
Statistics Authority’s library, 
and in electronic form on its 
official website. PAGE 2

QNA
DOHA

Qatar Creates has partnered 
with Katara Cultural Village 
to offer FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 fans and art and 
culture enthusiasts prefer-
ential access to a variety of 
events, aimed at celebrating 
the country’s vibrant cultural 
offerings.

Qatar Creates has 
transformed from organizing 
occasional, transient events, 
to becoming a year-round 
national cultural movement, 
connecting local and interna-
tional audiences with Qatar’s 
creative industries.

Qatar Creates’ transfor-
mation was accompanied by 
the launch of its new One 
Pass, an online portal that 
offers a one-stop resource for 
all of Qatar’s cultural offer-
ings. It provides holders with 
a myriad of benefits including 
free admission to museums, 
discounts at events and per-
formances, restaurants, and 
local retailers.

Through its collabora-
tion with Qatar Creates, 
Katara Cultural Village will 
be offering One Pass holders 
discounts and offers on its 
ticketed events and prefer-
ential access to free events, 
including the renowned 
Katara International Dhow 
Festival, Katara Art Festi-
val, Al Thuraya Planetarium 
Shows, Street Child World 
Cup 2022 Exhibition and the 
Qatar National Day Celebra-
tion Events including its 
entertainment and food and 
beverage offerings from Sept 
1 through Dec 31. PAGE  16

Qatar Creates,
Katara join efforts 

for enhanced  
cultural offerings

QU accepts 4,700 undergrad 
students for fall 2022 semester

QNA
DOHA

QATAR University (QU) has 
announced that nearly 4,700 
undergraduate (Male & Fe-
male) students have been ac-
cepted for the fall 2022 semes-
ter, noting that the percentage 
of Qatari students reached 70 
percent of the total applicants.

Vice President of Qatar 
University for Student Affairs 
Dr Eman Mostafavi explained 
that the new applicants, in-
cluding those who have been 
transferred to QU from other 
universities and applicants for 
the second Bachelors degree, 
visiting students and course 
students, can have a glimpse 
of the admission’s decisions 
set forth in their electronic ad-

mission accounts via the uni-
versitys website.

Dr  Eman Mostafavi added 
that QU’s Admissions Depart-
ment has notified the entire 
applicants of the date of the 
decisions announcement via 
Emails and short SMSs. He 
pointed out that admission to 
QU is essentially based on the 
contest principle between the 
applicants, emphasizing that 
the fulfilment of the minimum 
requirements of study does 

not necessarily mean that the 
student’s admission has been 
fully accepted, but students 
can be accepted in each se-
mester based on the capacity 
of each college separately.

She asserted that students 
who have never obtained the 
opportunity of being admitted 
to the fall 2022 semester can 
further apply for the upcoming 
semester in the spring of 2023, 
calling on the students to capi-
talize on the educational and 
non-educational opportunities, 
in addition to the potentials and 
the sources available in campus 
that would essentially develop 
their skills and capabilities and 
undergird their academic ex-
cellence to be key actors in the 
service of their community and 
country.

NHRC, Algerian CNDH  
sign cooperation pact

QNA
ALGIERS

QATAR’S National Human 
Rights Committee (NHRC) 
and the National Human 
Rights Council (CNDH) of 
Algeria have signed a memo-
randum of joint cooperation 
to strengthen coordination in 
the field of the protection and 
promotion of human rights 
between the two sides.

The memorandum was 
signed, on behalf of the 
NHRC, by Chairperson of the 
NHRC HE Mariam bint Abdul-
lah Al Attiyah, and on behalf 
of the Algerian side, by Chair-
man of the Algerian CNDH 
Abdel Majid Zaalani.

The terms of the memo-
randum stressed the need to 
consolidate and promote rela-
tions in the fields of human 
rights between the two coun-
tries, as well as to hold con-
sultations between the two 
sides on all issues of mutual 

interest, determining the ap-
propriate framework for action 
and close cooperation in the 
common interest and accord-
ing to available resources, 
and bilateral coordination to 
the extent possible in activi-
ties related to human rights 
protection and promotion in 
the two sisterly countries, and 
providing the possibility for 
one of the parties to request 
cooperation from the other.

In her opening speech, 
Maryam bint Abdullah Al 
Attiyah confirmed the net-
work’s efforts and programs 
to build and raise capacities, 
refine professional skills 
and change behaviors and 
attitudes related to human 
rights, in a way that contrib-
utes to strengthening the 
capacities of human rights 
defenders in order to promote 
and protect these rights to 
achieve a better tomorrow 
in which human dignity is 
protected. PAGE 2

Two Palestinians 
killed in Israeli 
raid (PG 5)
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FM RECEIVES MESSAGE FROM ROMANIAN COUNTERPART Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani received a written message from Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Romania Bogdan Aurescu, pertaining to bilateral relations and the means to boost them. The message 
was received by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi during his meeting with Ambas-
sador of Romania to Qatar HE Nicusor Daniel Tanase in Doha on Sunday. (QNA)

PSA issues official statistics 
dissemination policy in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Planning and Statistics Au-
thority (PSA) has announced the 
issuance of the Official Statistics 
Dissemination Policy that in-
cludes the determinants, controls 
and basic concepts for communi-
cating statistics through various 
means of dissemination, which 
appropriately ensures that the 
needs of all of users are met.

The Official Statistics Dissem-
ination Policy in Qatar is based 
on several guidelines, including 
Emiri Resolution No 70 of 2018 
establishing the Planning and 
Statistics Authority, Law No 2 of 
2011 on Official Statistics, and the 
‘Fundamental Principles of Offi-

cial Statistics’ adopted by UNGA 
on 29 January 2014.

President of Planning and 
Statistics Authority Dr Saleh bin 
Muhammad Al Nabit emphasised 
that the Official Statistics Dissem-
ination Policy primarily focuses 
on meeting the needs of users of 
such statistics in Qatar, particu-
larly decision-makers, research-
ers, investors, those involved in 
public affairs and others. 

He stressed PSA’s relentless 
endeavour in the field of official 
statistics dissemination in order 
to keep pace with and benefit from 
technological developments at the 
international level, with a view to 
easily delivering PSA’s products 
to all users. Therefore, the ‘Of-
ficial Statistics Dissemination 

Policy’ document is updatable in 
line with developments in the sta-
tistics dissemination process.

The Official Statistics Dissem-
ination Policy defines the funda-
mental principles of data dissemi-
nation and contains explanations 
on several concepts, such as the 
Open Data Policy adopted by Qa-
tar in 2014, the dissemination of 
individual data for the results of 
Household and Economic Estab-
lishments Surveys, and metadata 
for variables, indicators and clas-
sifications used across the statis-
tical process.

This policy guarantees the 
quality of statistical products 
published by PSA, starting with 
ensuring the accuracy and reli-
ability of data, adherence to pub-

lication dates, quick and easy ac-
cess, and comparability, as well 
as managing metadata related to 
the statistical processes structure 
and design, from the preparation 
stage to the stage of data collec-
tion, classification and dissemi-
nation.

The Official Statistics Dis-
semination Policy also includes 
an explanation on the electronic 
publication of data on PSA’s of-
ficial website (www.psa.gov.qa) 
and ‘Qatar Statistics’ application, 
as well as dissemination of data 
using social media.

The Official Statistics Dissem-
ination Policy will be available in 
hard copies at PSA Library and in 
a soft copy on PSA’s official web-
site.

Arab Center for Research 
and Policy Studies unveils 
book by Omani writer on 
Islamic jurisprudence logic

QNA 
DOHA

THE Arab Center for Research and Poli-
cy Studies has recently issued a book on 
‘Logic and Principles of Jurisprudence’ 
written by Omani researcher Dr Saud 
Abdullah Alzadjali. 

The 520-page book comes analyses 
linguistic symbols that have been set as a 
problematic topic in the fundamentalist 
semiotics, which stirs controversy in the 
relationships between the mental visuali-
sation, phrase and subject. 

It clarifies that visualising the real-
ity in fundamentalist semiotics comes 

through sensation and mental clues 
whereas language is an internal repre-
sentation for the external reality. 

Therefore, the role of imagination 
emerged in Al Ghazali as the conceptual 
structures descend from our sensory 
experience, the mental image or men-
tal processes is a separation point for 
the birth of the tongue, and the use of 
tongue separately from the reality can-
not be imagined in fundamentalist se-
miotics, because the meaning settles in 
the mind, but it sticks to reality through 
the links put forward by the funda-
mentalists out of stubbornness from  
outside.

MoCI recalls 
2000-2005 
BMW 318ci 
A Cabrio, M3 
Cabrio models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has announced 
the recall of 2000-2005 BMW 
318ci A Cabrio, M3 Cabrio, 
318i A, and 330ci A Cabrio 
vehicles due to a possible mal-
function in the driver’s airbag, 
which may cause it not to func-
tion properly. 

MoCI recalls Mer-
cedes-Benz VITO, 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2010, & 2015 
models

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, in collabora-
tion with Nasser Bin Khaled 
Automobiles, Qatar’s Mer-
cedes-Benz dealership, has 
announced the recall of Mer-
cedes-Benz VITO, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 2010, and 2015 models 
because the driver airbags do 
not meet manufacturer speci-
fications, potentially resulting 
in a gas generator material 
spreading to the cabin in the 
event of an accident.

The recall campaign, ac-
cording to the ministry, was 
part of its ongoing efforts to 
protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.

The ministry stated that 
it would work with the dealer 
to monitor maintenance and 
repair work and communicate 
with customers to ensure that 
necessary repairs were made. 
The ministry urges all custom-
ers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Combatting Commercial 
Fraud Department, which pro-
cesses complaints, inquires 
and suggestions.

‘Qatar maintains open business environment’

“QATAR has reaffirmed its 
policy of maintaining an open 
business environment linked 
to global markets and built on 
strong international partner-
ships. These recent positive 
changes represent an incen-
tive for companies to invest in 
the local market, particularly 
the industrial, technological 
and logistical fields, which will 
serve to further strengthen the 
economy,” he said.

In reply to a question as to 
what are the most significant 
strategies being devised to en-
sure sustainable growth after 
the country hosts the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, he said, “The 
NDS for 2018-22 pays consid-
erable attention to national 
economic diversification and 
the goals laid out by Qatar 
National Vision 2030 to trans-
form the country into a sus-
tainably developed knowledge 
economy. The projects imple-
mented within the framework 
of organising and hosting the 
2022 FIFA World Cup sup-
port the country’s progress to-
wards strategic development 
goals. The legislative reforms 
related to foreign investment 
further encourage the private 
sector and foreign participa-
tion in vital sectors such as 
tourism, health and industry, 
which spur economic growth 
and positively affect other ar-
eas. The tournament itself also 
represents an opportunity to 
showcase the country’s activi-
ties and prospects to the world 
in order to capture future in-
vestment inflows.”

About Qatar’s achieve-
ments made in enhancing the 
manufacturing sector’s contri-
bution to GDP and in diversify-
ing the economy, he said, “The 
Manufacturing Strategy 2018-
22 represents a roadmap for 
the industry in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030. In paral-
lel, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has worked to de-
velop procedures and facilitate 
the process for setting up com-
panies and industrial establish-
ments through the Single Win-
dow Services on the ministry’s 
website. By launching an in-
vestment fund for manufactur-
ing and encouraging the avail-
ability of alternative financing 
mechanisms, the aim is to 
stimulate foreign investment 
in strategic manufacturing ar-
eas. Other initiatives include 
a portal for investors active in 
manufacturing; a programme 
to attract major international 
investors by simplifying their 
journey in the industrial sec-
tor; expanding international 
trade agreements; and devising 
a master plan to support talent 
and entrepreneurs specialised 
in manufacturing over a 10-
year period.”

The industrial sector is ex-
pected to grow as a result of 
these initiatives. The contribu-
tion of manufacturing to GDP 
increased to 8.7 percent during 
the first six months of 2021, 
compared to 7.3 percent during 
the same period of 2020. Dur-
ing the second quarter of 2021, 
the sector’s contribution to the 
economy amounted to about 
QR14 billion ($3,8 billion), 
making it the fourth-largest 

economic sector in the country. 
The total investment in oper-
ating manufacturing factories 
has exceeded QR250 billion 
($68.6 billion), and about 70 
percent of that was directed to-
ward the petrochemicals, iron 
and aluminium industries.

Summarising the govern-
ment’s goals for a broad re-
covery from the pandemic, the 
minister said, “The overarch-
ing aim is to maintain efforts 
to diversify sources of income 
and increase the real added 
value from priority sectors, 
especially non-oil sectors. An-
other priority is to promote Qa-
tar as an attractive investment 
destination by providing ad-
ditional incentives. Moreover, 
the country aims to develop the 
business environment in a way 
that enhances the participation 
of the private sector to achieve 
national economic develop-
ment. Work is also being done 
to strengthen our position as 
one of the top locations for cus-
tomer service and ease of doing 
business while encouraging a 
competitive environment for 
market players and supporting 
national products.”

“Some of the key objectives 
for 2022 include positioning 
Qatar as a leader in intellectual 
property rights protection and 
devising policies to support the 
industrial sector’s contribu-
tion to GDP and boost related 
exports. The ministry also sup-
ports the country in its self-suf-
ficiency drive of certain goods, 
and provides an environment 
that ensures safe competition 
and protected consumer inter-
ests,” he said.

Qatar participates 
in Arab League 
sub-committee’s 
meeting in Cairo
QATAR is participating in the five-day meetings 
of the 31th session of the Arab League’s Economic 
and Social Council sub-committee for coordina-
tion and follow-up, which are being convened in 
the Egyptian capital Cairo.

Qatar is represented by the Ministry of Fi-
nance’s Saud Al Ahbabi in the meeting, which is 
held with the participation of representatives of all 
Arab countries and specialised Arab organisations 
emanating from the League of Arab States.

In a statement on Sunday, Director of the Arab 
Organisations and Federations’ Department at the 
Arab League Dr Mohamed Khair Abdelkader said 
the session is set to discuss the plans and budget 
of the Arab specialised organisations for the years 
2022-2023, in addition to the reports of the admin-
istrative financial control bodies, the final accounts 
and a report on the accomplishments of Arab or-
ganisations for the year 2021.  (QNA)

Ambassador of Egypt to Qatar HE Amr El Sherbini (left) with Minister of Communications and Information Technology HE Mohammed bin Ali 
bin Mohammed Al Mannai, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs HE Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Sulaiti and HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassem Al 
Thani at a cake-cutting ceremony on the occasion of 70th National Day celebrations of Egypt. Also, spouse of Egyptian Ambassador to Qatar 
(4th from left) with a group of spouses of ambassadors on the occasion of 70th National Day celebrations of Egypt in Doha on Sunday. (TNN)

EGYPTIAN COMMUNITY MARKS 70TH NATIONAL DAY

NHRC, Algerian CNDH sign cooperation pact
QNA 

ALGIERS

QATAR’S National Human Rights Com-
mittee (NHRC) and the National Human 
Rights Council (CNDH) of Algeria have 
signed a memorandum of cooperation to 
strengthen coordination in the field of the 
protection and promotion of human rights 
between the two sides. 

The memorandum was signed, on be-
half of the NHRC, by Chairperson of the 
NHRC HE Mariam bint Abdullah Al Atti-
yah, and on behalf of the Algerian side, by 
Chairman of the Algerian CNDH Abdel 
Majid Zaalani. The terms of the memo-
randum stressed the need to consolidate 
and promote relations in the fields of hu-
man rights between the two countries, as 
well as to hold consultations between the 
two sides on all issues of mutual interest, 
determining the appropriate framework 
for action and close cooperation in the 
common interest and according to avail-
able resources.

The agreement also focuses on bilateral 
coordination in activities related to human 
rights protection and promotion in the two 
countries, and providing the possibility for 
one of the parties to request cooperation 
from the other.

The memorandum was signed on the 
sidelines of the fundamental training course 
on ‘the establishment of National Human 
Rights Institutions in Accordance with the 
Paris Principles of the Year 93 to Introduce 
the International Human Rights System’ 
organised by the Doha-based Arab Network 
for National Human Rights Institutions 
(ANNHRI), in cooperation with the Nation-
al Human Rights Council in Algeria.

In her opening speech, Attiyah said the 
network’s efforts and programmes to build 
and raise capacities, refine professional 
skills and change behaviours and attitudes 
related to human rights, in a way that con-
tributes to strengthening the capacities of 
human rights defenders in order to promote 
and protect these rights to achieve a better 
tomorrow in which human dignity is pro-
tected.

She added that the supreme message 
of the ANNHRI is human dignity, stressing 
that the network directs all its efforts to com-
bat violations and protect human dignity. 

For his part, Zaalani stressed the impor-
tance of the course, which will contribute to 
strengthening the capacities of specialists 
and will enable them to exchange experi-
ences in the field of human rights protec-
tion with their counterparts, affirming the 
importance of supporting and developing 
training, informing all concerned about the 
Paris 1993 principles of human rights, and 
bringing points of view closer in this frame-
work.

Continued from page 1 
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QC thanks supporters of ‘Make them happy with your Udhiya’ campaign
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
thanked all commercial and 
media institutions that sup-
ported its campaign ‘Make 
them happy with your Udhiya’ 
for 1443 H.

More than one million peo-
ple in 36 countries across the 
world, including Qatar, bene-
fited from the drive. More than 
53,100 Udhiya were distributed 
throughout the campaign.

The Adhahi project was suc-
cessfully implemented during 
Eid Al-Adha to the benefit of 
low-income families, orphans 
and their families, workers in 
Qatar, hundreds of thousands 
of poor and needy, displaced 
and refugees in crisis areas, 
people affected by drought and 

famine especially in Somalia, 
and the poorest communities, 
bringing joy to their hearts on 
the happy occasion.

sponsoring companies

The contributions of in-
stitutions and commercial 
companies came within the 
framework of their social re-
sponsibility towards the local 
community.

The list of entities that pro-
vided support and assistance to 
‘Make them happy with your 
Udhiya’ campaign included 
various commercial compa-
nies and media institutions. 

The most essential support was 
provided by Lulu Hypermarket, 
talabat, Carriage, Snoonu, Ra-
feeq, Floward company, Hayat 
Plaza complex, Tawar Mall, 
Mall of Qatar and Doha Festi-

val City.
The campaign’s support-

ers also included the Qatari 
audio-visual and print media 
in Arabic, English and French, 
in addition to activists and in-

fluencers on social media, who 
had an essential role in spread-
ing the news about the cam-
paign, promoting its various 
projects and highlighting their 
impact.

‘Tick Tick Dollar’: PEF 
Qatar set to organise 
seminar on leadership

L N MALLICK
DOHA

PAKISTAN Engineers Forum Qatar will or-
ganise a seminar titled ‘Tick Tick Dollar – 
14 Principles of Peak Performance’ at TNG 
School, Al Wakra Campus on Tuesday, July 
26.

Qaiser Abass, international award-win-
ning leadership coach and author of best 
seller ‘Tick Tick Dollar’, will be the keynote 
speaker.

Abass is a business psychologist by edu-
cation, an award-winning leadership coach, 
keynote speaker, and international best-
selling author. Abass is the recipient of the 
‘Brian Tracy International Excellence Award 
2017’, which was presented to him in Lon-
don.

He shot to fame with his blockbuster 
book ‘Tick Tick Dollar.’ He is a living ex-
ample of overcoming adversity and turning 
dreams into reality. Through his ‘My First 
Bike’ movement, he massively impacts un-
derprivileged children’s lives.

The event will be attended by Syed 
Mustafa Rabbani, Deputy Head of Mission 
and Minister at Pakistan Embassy Qatar, as 
one of the guests of honour. Rabbani is one of 
the active members of the Pakistan Embassy 
who works for a better relationship between 
Pakistan and Qatar. A law graduate from the 
University of Peshawar, Rabbani has served 
on several important assignments overseas 
and in Pakistan.

Nasser Al Maslamani will be among 

the guests of honour. Al Maslamani holds 
an MBA from Henley Business School. He 
brings rich experience from critical sectors, 
including energy, finance, sports and tour-
ism sectors.

He served many important organisations 
at top leadership levels, such as the director 
of planning and quality for Qatar Tourism, 
human resources director in Qatar Stars 
League, and project manager in Qatar Fi-
nancial Centre Authority.

He is one of the founders of The Qatar 
Finance & Business Academy. He started his 
career in the energy sector, working at Qa-
targas, the world’s leading supplier of LNG.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AFTER the successful comple-
tion of ‘Send & Win 1Kg Gold’ 
promotion, Al Zaman Ex-
change is coming up with a new 
offer for its mobile app and on-
line customers.

Al Zaman Exchange has 
launched a new promotion ex-
clusively for its digital custom-
ers in partner with Transfast. 
Customers who send transac-
tion using Al Zaman mobile 
app and online will win 350gm 
gold bars. The campaign, which 
started on July 16, will run for 
a period of three months until 
October 15. 

The first five winners will 

receive 20gm of pure gold each 
and 25 winners will bag 10gm 
gold bar each. The draw will be 
held on October 17 at Al Zaman 
Exchange corporate office. 
Each transaction automatically 
enters for an electronic draw.

Promotion launch ceremo-
ny was held at Al Zaman Ex-
change corporate office in the 
presence of Adarsh, manager 
of Forex Operations; Juvaiz, 
manager of Customer Service; 
Saiful Islam, manager of Com-
pliance; Noushad Murshid, 
internal auditor; Sunayna Sa-
mad, HR officer and other sen-
ior officials from Al Zaman Ex-
change as well as Subin Babu, 
Shafeek and Mr Arun from 
Transfast.

ENGIE Cofely Mannai assists 
Qatar in achieving long-term 
goals through energy savings

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
QATAR

ENGIE Solutions, an international leader 
in sustainable energy solutions, has deliv-
ered energy savings worth an estimated 
$29 million to its GCC-based clients since 
2014, it announced yesterday. The com-
pany said it had helped businesses and 
industries in the region to reduce their 
electricity demand by a combined 242 
million kWh and displaced an estimated 
131 million kg of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. 

Some of ENGIE Solutions’ most im-
portant GCC energy projects are in Qatar, 
whose National Vision 2030 has environ-
mental sustainability as one of the four 
key pillars. 

The company currently manages 
more than 200 projects across the GCC, 
spanning 500 million square meters in 
total. In Qatar, its subsidiary ENGIE 
Cofely Mannai (ECM) has delivered ener-
gy management and facility management 
services to some of its most prominent 
residential, commercial, and industrial 
facilities. These include cities, campuses, 
commercial towers, oil & gas sites, heavy 
industries, district cooling plants, and 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure.  

Abey Rajan, general manager, ENGIE 

Cofely Mannai, said the company is com-
mitted to helping the country realize its 
sustainable goals. Mitigating Qatar’s car-
bon emissions per capita is key, he added.

“As a global decarbonisation pioneer, 
we are happy to see steps being taken by 
Qatar to address carbon emissions in the 
country while positioning environmental 
sustainability at the heart of its economic 
agenda. Our technology, expertise, and 
heritage can help the state accelerate 
these goals while our innovative financ-
ing models eliminate one of the biggest 

barriers to the energy transition,” Rajan 
added.

More recently, ENGIE Cofely Mannai 
signed a partnership agreement with Qa-
tar General Electricity & Water Corpora-
tion (Kahramaa) to supply and install 100 
electric vehicle chargers in various loca-
tions in Qatar. The project is the largest 
e-mobility infrastructure project in the 
country and is expected to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by 10,300 tonnes per 
annum.

Environmental protection has gained 
prominence in Qatar in recent years. 
The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani led a high-level del-
egation to the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) summit 
in the UK last year. Addressing the con-
ference, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh 
bin Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani 
pointed out the urgency of addressing cli-
mate change, outlining Qatar’s ambitious 
and realistic goals to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions across all sectors. 

As a leader in low-carbon energy 
systems, ENGIE has set itself the goal of 
being Net Zero Carbon by 2045 and sup-
porting its customers’ decarbonization 
with a target of 45Mt CO2-eq avoided 
emissions per year by 2030.

The company has delivered energy management and facility management services to 
some of the country’s most prominent residential, commercial and industrial facilities

Abey Rajan

‘Win 10 Golden Balls’: Malabar 
Gold and Diamonds unveils its
super promotional campaign
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FORMER captain of Indian 
national football team I M Vi-
jayan unveiled the Golden Ball 
in connection with the ‘Win 
10 Golden Balls’ campaign by 
Malabar Gold and Diamonds, 
in the presence of Naufal 
Thadathil, zonal head of Mal-
abar Gold and Diamonds, and 
other officials. 
AS part of the campaign, cus-
tomers can participate in a 
raffle draw for every purchase 
worth QR500 and be one 
among the ten lucky winners 
to get a 100-gm golden ball 

each.  To add more glitter to 
the season, Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds has also unveiled 
the latest collection of jewel-
lery in gold, diamonds and 
precious gems to suit the 
tastes of their multicultural 
and multinational customers. 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds is 
the flagship company of Mala-
bar Group, a leading diversi-
fied Indian business conglom-
erate.

Malabar Group’s flag-
ship company is Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds, a leading 
diversified Indian business 
conglomerate.

The company currently 

has 12 exclusive jewelry 
brands to cater to the dis-
cerning needs of customers, 
with 14 manufacturing units 
in India and the GCC.

Established in 1993 in the 
Indian state of Kerala, Ma-
labar Gold & Diamonds today 
has a strong retail network of 
over 285 outlets spread across 
10 countries in addition to 
multiple offices, design cent-
ers, wholesale units and facto-
ries spread across India, Mid-
dle East, Far East & USA. With 
an annual turnover of $4.51 
billion, the company currently 
ranks one among the largest 
jewellery retailers globally.

Al Zaman Exchange is all set for its
new send-and-win-gold promotion
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THE MES Indian School has 
produced outstanding results 
in the Grade XII CBSE Exami-
nation 2021-22. A total of 510 
students registered for the ex-
amination.  

In the Science Stream, 
Aman Russell and Lavanya 
Kodappully Baiju emerged as 
the school toppers with 96.6 
percent marks, followed by 
Bavisha Rajesh in the second 
position with 95.8 percent 
and Wasil Iftekhar and Bhav-
na Biju Chacko in the third 
position with 94.8 percent 
marks.

In the Commerce Stream, 
Niya Ann Raji secured first 
position with 97.2 percent fol-
lowed by Melissa Maria Pious 
in the second position with 
95.2 percent and Jeswin Binu 
Chacko with 94.6 percent in 
the third position.

In the Humanities Stream, 
Akhil Anvar topped the school 
with 92 percent marks. Noor 
Rizwan secured the second 
position with 91.8 percent and 
Mohammed Zayan Kesavath 
Parambil secured third posi-
tion with 85.8 percent.

The students who scored 
A1 in all subjects are Allen 
Varughese John, Aman Rus-
sell, Muhammed Bilal, Wasil 
Iftekhar, Bavisha Rajesh, 
Fathima Fida Palayangal, La-
vanya Kodappully Baiju, Roo-
pali Badiger, Melissa Maria 
Pious and Niya Ann Raji.

The top scorers in dif-
ferent subjects are: Farhath 
Mohyiddin Abdulla, Nahla 
Shameer and Sidra Amina 
topped in English. Lavanya 
Kodappully Baiju topped in 
Mathematics. 

In Physics, Aman Russell, 
Muhammed Bilal, Fathima 
Fida Palayangal, Bavisha 
Rajesh, Mohammad Hamd 
Ashfaque and Gowri Siva S 
were the toppers. In Biology 
Bavisha Rajesh, Lavanya Ko-
dappully Baiju, Gowri Siva S, 
Ann Mary James, Nandana 
Othayoth and Afiya Jahubar 
Ali emerged as the toppers and 
in Chemistry, Bavisha Rajesh, 
Lavanya Kodappully Baiju and 
Wasil Iftekhar were the top-
pers.  

Nahla Shameer and Mo-
hammad Hamd Ashfaque 

topped in Com-
puter Science 
and Affrin Ashiba 
amd Mohammed 
Samrood Siraj 
emerged toppers 
in Informatics 
Practices.  

Nada Fathima 
emerged topper 
in Engineering 
Graphics while 
Arachumveet i l 

Sumayya led in Business 
Studies.  Jeswin Binu Chacko 
emerged the subject topper in 
Accountancy and in Econom-
ics, Jeswin Binu Chacko and 
Niya Ann Raji scored the high-
est marks.  

Noor Rizwan and Moham-
med Zayan Kesavath Parambil 
were toppers in History, while 
Divine Hannah Thomas and 
Alina Grace Unnikrishnan 
secured the highest marks in 

Physical Education and Ama-
tun Noor, Divya Jayakumar 
and Mabel Elizabeth Philip 
were toppers in Home Science.

MES Principal Hameeda 
Kadar congratulated the stu-
dents for their outstanding 
achievement. 

“We attribute this success 
to the commitment and sin-
cerity of everyone involved in 
the academic process,” Ha-
meeda Kadar said, express-

ing gratitude to the parents 
for their constant support 
and encouragement, which 
enabled the students to at-
tain excellence. 

She also thanked the Min-
istry of Education and Higher 
Education, the Ministry of 
Public Health, the Embassy of 
India in Qatar and the school 
management for their support 
and guidance during the pan-
demic.

MES records 100% pass in CBSE Class XII examination

DPS-MIS students come out with flying 
colours in CBSE Class XII examinations
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DPS-MODERN Indian School 
students have come out with 
flying colours in the Indian 
Central Board for Secondary 
Education Class XII exams 
for 2021-22 with 100 a pass 
result.

While 76 students scored 
more than 90 percent marks, 
210 got distinction scores and 
29 secured A1 in all the sub-
jects.

Satyam Agarwal topped 
the CBSE Class XII Board 
Examination (AISSCE) in 
DPS-Modern Indian School 
with 98.4 percent aggregate. 
He was followed by Merchant 
Aina Fatema Asim who se-
cured 97.8 percent and Noel 
Adrian D Souza, who got 97.6 
percent.

In the Commerce Stream, 
Hana Sheena Nizam topped 
the CBSE Class XII Board Ex-
amination (AISSCE) in DPS-
Modern Indian School with 96 
percent aggregate percentage 
followed by Celina Xavier who 
secured 94.6 percent and Am-
ritha Rajesh with 94.4 percent.

In the Humanities Stream, 
Sanjeet Shetty topped the 
CBSE Class XII Board Ex-
amination (AISSCE) in DPS- 
Modern Indian School with 97 
percent in the aggregate marks 
followed by Renuka Sreeku-
mar with 93.2 percent and 
Disha Trinanjan Gupta who 
secured 92.8 percent.

The management, princi-
pal and vice principals con-
gratulates all the students for 
their stellar performance.

A total of 305 DPS- Modern 
Indian School students took 
the exam and with all of them 
coming out successful, the 
school posted a 100 percent re-
sult. The school average stood 

at 80.81 percent. While the sci-
ence stream average was 81.69 
percent, the commerce stream 
average was 75.59 and the hu-
manities stream average was 

the highest at 86.94. The num-
ber of centum stood at 23 while 
the numbers of students who 
appeared and passed under 
special needs category was 3.
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Beijing

China has launched the sec-
ond module for its Tiangong 
space station that is currently 
under construction, images 
showed on Chinese state televi-
sion.

The Wentian laboratory 
module blasted off from the 
Wenchang spaceport in the 
southern Chinese island prov-
ince of hainan, powered by a 
Long March 5B rocket.

Minutes later it was in or-
bit, in a launch described as a 
“complete success” by China’s 
space agency. The new module 
is due to dock with the Tianhe 
core module which was sent up 
last year. Three astronauts are 
now working and living there.

a third module is due to be 
launched and attached in Oc-
tober, while a further manned 
flight is planned, possibly in 
December, which is to bring 
the number of astronauts at 
the space station to six.

The T-shaped station will 
then be finished and ready to 
start regular operations.

Weighing in at 66 tonnes 
when complete, the Tiangong 
underpins China’s ambitions 
to become a space power, 
alongside the United States 
and Russia. China has already 
booked space successes, be-
coming the first country to 
land a rover on the far side 
of the moon. and last year it 
landed the Zhurong rover on 

Mars.
Beijing is planning further 

missions to the moon and 
Mars as it seeks to challenge 
US predominance in space.

China has been excluded 
from the international Space 
Station (iSS), primarily as a 
result of US pressure on ac-
count of what the Washington 
sees as a lack of transparency in 
the Chinese space programme 
and its close relations with the 
country’s military.

China launches second module for 
its new Tiangong space station

dpa 
Madrid/athens

a fire that broke out on the 
Spanish island of Tenerife 
this week was still raging 
on Sunday and has now de-
stroyed more than 2,150 hec-
tares, the regional president 
said, even as the situation 
eases in other parts of the 
country.

at the same time, large 
fires in the Dadia national 
Park in north-eastern Greece 
and on the aegean island of 
Lesbos were burning out of 
control, as a pernicious mix 
of heatwaves and droughts 
make it tough for crews to put 
out the flames.

Emergency officials on 
Tenerife, a Canary island that 
is popular with tourists off 
north-western africa, have 
moved to safety 585 residents 
of La Guancha and four other 
communities in the north of 
the island.

hikers have been warned 
to avoid the nearby Teide 
national Park as flames ap-
proach the area.

The approximately 150 
teams deployed have been 
making progress thanks to 
higher humidity and weaker 
winds.

But the rise in tempera-
ture to up to 38 degrees Cel-
sius, expected for Sunday and 
Monday, was fresh cause for 
concern.

“We must therefore ex-
tinguish the fire as quickly 
as possible,” Canary islands 
President Ángel Víctor Torres 
said on Saturday night.

nearly all of Spain’s forest 
fires were now extinguished 
or largely under control - ex-
cept for the Tenerife blaze 
and fires that broke out Satur-

day in Yunquera de henares, 
north-east of Madrid, and 
Olmeda del Rey, to the south-
east of the city.

The combination of high 
temperatures, drought and 
strong winds have helped to 
quickly spread this summer’s 
fires, the state weather service 
aEMET has said, with 2022 
already the most devastating 
forest fire year for Spain since 
records began.

in the first seven months 
of the year, fires destroyed 
about 200,000 hectares, or 
2,000 square kilometres.

in Greece, the village of 
Dadia was evacuated over-

night and in the morning 
military and forestry work-
ers were in action to cut fire 
breaks in the oak and pine 
forest of the Dadia national 
Park, near the border with 
Turkey.

it is hoped the strips of 
land that have been cleared 
of vegetation will stop the fire 
from spreading by depriving 
it of fuel.

Some 320 firefighters 
have been deployed to tackle 
the blaze.

a major fire was also still 
burning on the southern side 
of the island of Lesbos, where 
at least two more communi-

ties had been evacuated in 
the past day. Several houses 
and cars have been burned.

The region recently expe-
rienced strong winds, which 
further fanned the flames.

according to the Civil De-
fence, virtually all available 
firefighting helicopters and 
aircraft are currently in use 
throughout Greece.

Within 24 hours, 141 
fires were registered across 
Greece, according to the fire 
department. Temperatures of 
up to 40 degrees were fore-
casted in places on Sunday, 
with little precipitation head-
ing the country’s way in the 

coming days.
Elsewhere, a fire broke 

out in the Czech Republic’s 
Bohemian Switzerland na-
tional park on the border with 
Germany. The fire has spread 
over an area of about seven 
hectares not far from the 
Prebisch Gate, a picturesque 
rock formation that is popular 
with tourists, the park admin-
istration said on Sunday.

The firefighting efforts 
were made difficult by the 
hard-to-access terrain. The 
exact cause of the fire has not 
yet been determined - but it 
is suspected that human neg-
ligence may have ignited it.

More evacuations as crews 
tackle blazes in Spain, Greece

Smoke ascends over the village of Vrisa, in the southern part of the Greek island of Lesbos on Sunday. (afp)

agencies 

TWO Palestinians were 
killed overnight during an 
israeli army raid in the oc-
cupied West Bank city of 
nablus, the Palestinian 
health ministry has said.

The ministry on Sunday 
said Muhamad azizi, 25, 
was killed by a bullet to the 
chest, while abdul Rahman 
Jamal Suleiman Sobh, 28, 
was shot in the head.

Palestinian news agen-
cy Wafa said israeli forces 
stormed al-Yasmina neigh-
bourhood in the Old City of 
nablus after midnight and 
cordoned off a house before 
embarking on bombing the 
house with explosives and 
gunfire, killing two Pales-
tinians.

according to the Pales-
tinian Red Crescent, at least 
12 others were wounded, in-
cluding one in serious con-
dition.

a neighbour, naser Esti-
tya, 60, said he heard gun-
shots from inside the house 
before the israeli forces 
fired heavily at the house.

“They were calling the 
name of one person, asking 
him to surrender,” he said.

“another crime commit-
ted by the occupation forces 
in the old city of #nablus, 
where martyrs have fallen 
and many wounded,” hus-
sein al-Sheikh, a senior 
Palestinian official, said on 

Twitter.
“We strongly condemn 

this crime, and we hold the 
occupation responsibility 
for its repercussions.” The 
israeli army said it was car-
rying out an operation in 
nablus, without immediate-
ly commenting on the Pales-
tinian report of casualties.

in a statement, it said 
there were exchanges of fire 
between armed suspects and 
troops that ended with “neu-
tralising the terrorists inside 
the house and on its roof”.

Large crowds gathered 
for the funeral processions 
of both men in nablus.

Reporting from the na-
blus, al Jazeera’s John hol-
man said israeli forces en-
tered the old city in nablus 
and shelled a house where 
gunmen were sheltering 
and shot dead Palestinian 
men, both in their twenties.

“it was announced that 
both men were members of 
the military wing of Fatah, 
the al-aqsa Martyrs Bri-
gade. abdul Rahman was 
engaged and had been in 
israeli prisons a couple of 
years back. his uncle was 
also killed by israeli forces 
in 2019.

“israeli raids into the 
occupied West Bank have 
been happening for years as 
a near nightly occurrence, 
but they have intensified 
after March and april,” he 
said.

Two Palestinians 
killed in Israeli 
raid on occupied 
West Bank

Palestinian rescue teams rush to the scene of clashes between 
Israeli troops and Palestinian gunmen in the Old City of Nablus in 
the northern occupied West Bank early on Sunday. (afp)

Flash floods wash away dozens of 
houses in north-western Pakistan 

dpa 
islaMaBad 

FLaSh floods triggered by 
heavy monsoon rains left 
seven people dead and swept 
away dozens of houses in 
north-western Pakistan, offi-
cials said on Sunday.  

More than three dozen 
houses in Kohistan region of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were 
washed away by the flash 
floods leaving hundreds of 
people homeless, Taimur ali, 
a spokesperson for the pro-
vincial disaster management 
authority told dpa.  

at least seven people were 
killed in rain related incidents 
across the country, according 
to national Disaster Manage-
ment authority (nDMa).  

The death toll from more 
than five weeks of heavy rains 
across the country has now 
reached 310, according to the 
nDMa.  

ali said that the authori-

ties were assessing the dam-
age and trying to reach vil-
lagers facing shortage of safe 
drinking water.  

heavy rains inundated 
several neighbourhoods in 
the southern city of Karachi 

and Zhob in the south-west-
ern province of Balochistan.  

images by the local media 
showed submerged roads and 
houses in major cities, where-
as flash floods swept away 
homes, destroyed crops and 

damaged roads and bridges.  
Meteorological officials 

said the rains were expected 
to continue few more days.  
Pakistan faced a severe heat-
wave in May. 

Weeks later the authori-
ties issued warnings for worst 
flooding in decades.  

hundreds of people die 
every year during monsoon 
season in July and august in 
Pakistan and other densely 
populated countries across 
South asia.

apart from floods in riv-
ers caused by rains on the 
himalayas, climate change 
has posed challenges like ur-
ban flooding and glacial lake 
outburst flooding in recent 
years.

Onlookers watch the launch of a rocket transporting China’s second 
module for its Tiangong space station from the Wenchang spaceport 
in southern China on Sunday. (afp)

Rights group seeks arrest of ex-Sri Lanka president
agencies 

a rights group documenting 
alleged abuses in Sri Lanka has 
filed a criminal complaint with 
Singapore’s attorney general, 
seeking the arrest of former 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
for his role in the island na-
tion’s decades-long civil war.

in its 63-page complaint 
filed on Saturday, the inter-
national Truth and Justice 
Project (iTJP) said Rajapaksa 
committed grave breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions dur-
ing the last days of a 25-year-
long civil war when he was the 
country’s chief defence official.

Sri Lanka ended the civil 
war between separatist rebels 
from the ethnic Tamil minor-
ity and government forces in 

2009. Rights groups accused 
both sides of abuses during the 
war.

The South africa-based 
iTJP argued that based on uni-
versal jurisdiction, the alleged 
abuses were subject to pros-
ecution in Singapore where the 
73-year-old former leader fled 
after months of unrest over his 
country’s worst economic cri-
sis in decades.

Rajapaksa submitted his 
resignation from Singapore, 
a day after fleeing on July 13, 
when anti-government pro-
testers stormed the offices and 
official residences of the presi-
dent and the prime minister.

iTJP executive director 
Yasmin Sooka confirmed filing 
the complaint in a telephone 
interview with al Jazeera on 

Sunday.
“We believe he has a case 

to answer. The legal com-
plaint argues that Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa committed grave 
breaches of the Geneva Con-
ventions and violations of in-
ternational humanitarian law 
and international criminal 
law during the civil war in Sri 
Lanka which include murder, 
execution, torture and inhu-
man treatment, rape, and 
other forms of sexual violence, 
deprivation of liberty, severe 
bodily and mental harm, and 
starvation,” she said.

“Gotabaya in September 
2008 ordered the immediate 
withdrawal of the United na-
tions and relief agencies from 
the war zone in order to ensure 
that there would be no wit-

nesses to the carnage that was 
unleashed on [Tamil] civilians 
by the Sri Lankan army. Our 
submission to the attorney 
general calls for the arrest, in-
vestigation and indictment of 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. That is 
the basis of our case.” 

The iTJP assisted in two 
civil lawsuits against Raja-
paksa, proceedings for one of 
which were served in a Cali-
fornia parking lot in 2019. Ra-
japaksa was a US citizen at the 
time.

Both cases were withdrawn 
after Rajapaksa was granted 
diplomatic immunity upon 
becoming president later that 
year.

Rajapaksa could not be 
reached for comment through 
Sri Lanka’s high Commission 

in Singapore. he has previ-
ously strenuously denied alle-
gations he was responsible for 
rights abuses during the war.

a spokesperson for Singa-
pore’s attorney general did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. The country’s foreign 
ministry has said Rajapaksa 
entered the Southeast asian 
city-state on a private visit and 
had not sought or been grant-
ed asylum.

Shubhankar Dam, a pro-
fessor at the University of 
Portsmouth School of Law in 
Britain who has taught in Sin-
gapore, said while its courts 
were able to try alleged war 
crimes, genocide, and torture, 
it has repeatedly stated that 
such jurisdiction should only 
be invoked as the last resort.
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Manila: a former city mayor and two others were killed on sunday 
in a shooting on a university campus in the philippines, police said.

two others were injured in the incident at the ateneo de Manila 
University in Quezon City in metropolitan Manila, just before gradu-
ation ceremonies for its law school students. the victims were 
identified as rosita furigay, the former mayor of lamitan City in the 
southern province of Basilan, one of her assistants, and a campus 
security guard, a police report said. the suspect was caught after a 
chase, the report added. 

the initial investigation showed the suspect was a resident of 
lamitan and had exposed alleged corruption and illegal drug links of 
the former mayor. ateneo cancelled the graduation rites and vowed 
to work closely with the police in investigating the incident. (dpa)

3 dead in university shooting in Philippines

Commuters make their way through a flooded street during monsoon 
rainfall in Hyderabad, Pakistan on Sunday. (afp)

The death toll from more 
than five weeks of heavy 
rains across the country 
has now reached 310, 
according to the NDMA
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A
s Democrats despair over Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s unpopularity 
and cast about for an alternative, 
many overlook the obvious front-
runner to succeed him as party 

leader:
Vice President Kamala Harris.
Biden, of course, has said he fully 

plans to seek reelection in 2024, with 
Harris as his running mate.

But that hasn’t stopped rampant 
speculation about the leadership and 
direction of a post-Biden Democratic 
Party, and how soon it takes shape.

some Democrats have turned from 
musing to open mutiny, urging the sep-
tuagenarian president to stand aside for 
the perceived good of his party, as well 
as the country, and make way for some-
one younger and more vigorous.

some of that may be ageism. 
(Though, at age 79, Biden has clearly 
lost a few steps.) Most of the chatter 
stems from panic among Democrats 
fearing a ghastly November and wor-
ried that worse could come if Biden tops 
the ticket again in 2024.

Hence, the breathlessness sur-
rounding a notional Gavin Newsom 
run for president and the bruiting 
about of other possible Biden replace-
ments: Transportation secretary Pete 
Buttigieg, sens. Kirsten Gillibrand and 
Elizabeth Warren, former New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu, Illinois Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, and on.

Clearly, the thinking goes, if Biden 
were to withdraw, the 2024 nomina-
tion would not be Harris’ for the asking, 
never mind her role as the president’s 
understudy. she is no heir apparent.

Which, despite Harris’ own slew of 
problems, shouldn’t necessarily be tak-
en as a personal reflection on the vice 
president.

“Of course it’s not going to be given 
to her,” said Cornell Belcher, a Demo-
cratic pollster who made clear his belief 
that Biden should and would seek elec-
tion to a second term. “It never is.”

Harris’ 2020 presidential bid ended 

in a heap of smoke and ash, and she’s 
been working to politically rehabilitate 
herself ever since.

The results have been decidedly 
mixed. she acquitted herself well as 
Biden’s running mate, doing her duty 
attacking President Donald Trump and 
holding her own in the debate with Vice 
President Mike Pence. Her time in of-
fice, though, has been much rockier.

some of that has nothing to do with 
Harris and everything to do with the 
vice presidency. The job is inherently 
subservient, which tends to dimin-
ish those in the post — even a history-
making figure like Harris. If anything, 
her role as the first female and first 
woman of color to hold the position has 
increased the gap between reality and 
expectation.

But many of Harris’ difficulties have 
been her own doing, including stum-
bling TV interviews, persistent staff 
turnover and a penchant for verbal ca-
lamity when speaking off-script. (Clips 
labeled “Kamala Harris word salad” 
have been viewed nearly 27 million 
times on TikTok.)

The result is a dismal approval rat-
ing that nearly matches Biden’s poor 

standing and an eagerness among some 
Democrats to write off both Harris and 
the president and start fresh in 2024.

That thinking, however, diminishes 
her political prospects and ignores ad-
vantages Harris enjoys over other pos-
sible contenders.

The office of vice president might 
shrink its occupants in the public eye. 
But behind the scenes it offers a for-
midable platform to build a national 
campaign. (In recent decades, Biden, 
Al Gore, George HW Bush and Walter 
Mondale held the office before winning 
their party’s nomination.)

Harris, who publicly shuns overt 
political activity, has nevertheless made 
moves that could serve her well, speak-
ing at a major Democratic Party din-
ner in early-voting south Carolina and, 
as the administration point person on 
abortion rights, meeting state lawmak-
ers and Democrats across the country.

Last weekend she was in Pennsylva-
nia, appearing on behalf of gubernato-
rial hopeful Josh shapiro and rallying 
activists in a major battleground state.

It also helps a great deal that Har-
ris is a pioneering Black woman in a 
party whose most loyal constituents are 

Black voters. Their support for Harris 
remains strong.

In a Fox News poll released last 
month, the vice president’s overall ap-
proval rating was 41%. Among Black 
respondents, it was 73%.

In a recent nationwide survey of 
Black women, Belcher put the question 
differently, asking how warmly they felt 
toward Harris. she rated a quite favora-
ble 71 on a scale of 100.

“Until Gavin and Pete and Kirsten 
and Liz show they can win Black vot-
ers, Kamala Harris is the front-runner,” 
said Bakari sellers, a former south Car-
olina lawmaker who co-chaired Harris’ 
presidential campaign and remains a 
friend and confidant. “That’s just pure 
objective analysis.”

south Carolina has been crucial in 
deciding the Democratic nomination 
ever since it moved its primary forward 
in 2008. The state’s most powerful 
Democrat, Rep. James E. Clyburn, was 
vital to Biden’s success in 2020, rescu-
ing his flailing campaign with a timely 
endorsement, and he’s made his 2024 
preference known.

“Right now, I’m for Biden, and sec-
ond I’m for Harris,” he told the Wall 
street Journal.

“so I don’t care who goes to New 
Hampshire or Iowa,” Clyburn said of two 
other traditionally early-voting states. 
“I’m for Biden and then I’m for Harris — 
either together or in that order.”

All the political handicapping will 
be moot if Biden runs again.

If he doesn’t, and Harris bids to suc-
ceed him, she’ll have to run a better and 
smarter campaign than the last one, 
which sunk in a mire of mixed messag-
ing and internal squabbles. Her ability 
to do so is by no means certain.

But any Democrat who thinks the 
vice president is a nonfactor or would 
be an easy pushover in a fight for the 
nomination risks failing as badly as 
Harris did in 2020.

Today’s head-to-head polls are 
meaningless. In the fight to succeed 
Biden, his vice president remains the 
one to beat.
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Using Artificial Intelligence When Humanitarian Disaster Strikes

W
HEN a powerful blast oc-
curred at the Beirut port 
in Lebanon on 4 August 
2020, social media explod-
ed as people began sharing 

situational updates, videos, and im-
ages with family and friends. some 
were in the form of text messages 
later uploaded to social media. 

The blast was among the larg-
est non-nuclear explosions in his-
tory, killing at least 218 people, 
injuring over 7,000, leaving count-
less without homes, and destroy-
ing residential areas, hospitals, and 
schools. 

In the aftermath of such an 
event and when every second is 
critical, breaking through the cha-
os of thousands of messages to get 
the right information to the right 
responders and decision makers is 
always a time-critical priority.

Experts at Qatar Computing 
Research Institute (QCRI), part 
of Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), were able to help address 
this challenge using advances in ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and machine 

intelligence. Their advanced digital 
platforms were used to facilitate 
one of the most critical on-ground 
responses in such an emergency: 
identifying actionable information. 

Humanitarian technology
Dr Ferda Ofli, senior scientist 

in the social Computing group at 
QCRI, explains: “During an emer-
gency, there is usually an abun-
dance of information shared on 
social media platforms. But how to 
sort through that massive overflow 
of information is the real challenge. 
When the problem is about finding 
the needle in the haystack, emer-
gency responders cannot perform 
this information filtering manually 
as that can easily paralyze the relief 
efforts.”

According to Dr. Ofli, the data 
can be valuable for disaster re-
sponses as well as more effective 
operational planning during crisis 
recovery and beyond - but only if 
processed efficiently and in a timely 
way. This was the challenge that 
motivated QCRI to develop the “Ar-
tificial Intelligence for Digital Re-
sponse (AIDR)” system, in partner-
ship with the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA) and the standby 
Task Force (sBTF). 

AIDR has since been deployed 
by OCHA and sBTF during several 
crisis responses. It was activated 
after the devastating 7.8 magnitude 
Gorkha earthquake which struck 
Nepal in April 2015, followed by a 
7.3 earthquake in May.

Deploying AIDR during a time-
critical crisis 

 After the Beirut port blast, QCRI 
was able to help the UN Develop-
ment Program (UNDP) with their 
post-disaster impact and needs as-
sessment. specifically, their text 
processing models analyzed tweets 
posted both in English and Arabic to 
understand the public chatter and 
identify messages about injuries, 
blood requests, shelter needs, and 
food insecurity. These are all very 
critical information categories for 
planning rapid response and relief. 

QCRI’s image processing mod-
els, on the other hand, analyzed the 
collected social media images to as-
sess the overall severity of damage in 
street-level images. In addition, they 
were able to analyze high resolution 
satellite images captured before and 
after the explosion to detect dam-
aged buildings and create a damage 
extent map of the impacted area.

How AIDR made a difference
On the image analysis side, rap-

id damage assessment using social 
media images provided emergency 
response agencies with an early 
assessment of the scale of destruc-
tion. The satellite-based analysis, 
in turn, helped reveal the bird’s-eye 
view of the extent of the damage. 
Text messages about injuries, blood 
requests, and shelter needs provid-
ed an initial understanding of the 
situation and helped with planning 
relief efforts. 

How does AIDR operate?
AIDR harbors several machine 

learning models that can automati-
cally analyze the collected data, i.e., 
sift through the noise, eliminate 
irrelevant and redundant content, 
and identify the useful bits of infor-

mation to help emergency respond-
ers in real time. Language-specific 
models are used to classify social 
media messages while computer 
vision models are used to analyze 
the images. The system also tries to 
geolocate the extracted data when 
possible so that the most important 
information can be visualized on a 
map and presented to humanitar-
ian organizations. 

Improving innovation in hu-
manitarian computing

QCRI is pursuing several direc-
tions to improve their humanitarian 
technology with other techniques 
and computational methods. One 
of them is the joint modeling of 
text and image data. For example, 
their existing models process and 
analyze text and image data sepa-
rately/independently. However, 
these modalities are not completely 
independent, creating significant 
potential to improve performance 
by training the machine learning 
models in a multimodal fashion. 
In this way, the models could draw 
out complementary information 
that, when analyzed jointly, help 
in ascertaining the ‘big picture’ of a 
disaster situation at a greater level 
of detail. 

A second direction focuses on 
developing more fine-grained mod-
els for object-level damage assess-
ment rather than only the overall 
damage. A third is to triangulate in-
formation from heterogeneous data 
sources such as social media and 
satellite imagery to obtain more 
accurate situational information. 
Lastly, QCRI is working on improv-
ing its geolocation inference pipe-

line to ensure that they can identify 
the geographical location of the ex-
tracted information with certain ac-
curacy.

Reaching all countries
With its current features, AIDR 

can also be deployed where human-
itarian disasters impact very remote 
regions, or regions that have not 
adopted very advanced technology.

“AIDR is a public service availa-
ble online for humanitarian purpos-
es. so, there is no need for advanced 
computing skills from end users. 
However, it is true that the utility of 
our technology depends very much 
on social media penetration rates 
in a country or region. On the other 
hand, if a country is remote, it is dif-
ficult to operate and provide relief 
even for humanitarian organiza-
tions, let alone our tools. Therefore, 
remote or not, if there is enough 
social media usage in a country, 
QCRI’s tools can still assist the relief 
efforts,” explains Dr Ofli.

AIDR is an example of the way 
QCRI is aiming its research and de-
velopment at improving the effec-
tiveness of humanitarian responses 
during emergencies. The institute’s 
innovative technologies ably com-
plement Qatar’s contributions to 
humanitarian aid during rescue 
and relief work, and its cooperation 
with international organizations to 
aid disaster responses at the region-
al and international level. 

(Dr Ferda Ofli is a senior 
scientist in the Social Com-
puting group at Qatar Com-
puting Research Institute, 
part of Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University. )

EUROPEANs’ resolve to combat climate change is 
melting under the summer heat as they endure the 
kinds of temperatures and fire conditions that the 

American West has dealt with for years. Long protected 
from American-style heat catastrophes because of con-
sistently cool weather patterns, Europe is now living the 
nightmare.

And that poses a conundrum for the world, because 
the hotter it gets, the more Europeans react in ways 
they’ve long criticized Americans for: cranking up the air 
conditioners and consuming even more carbon-heavy 
energy resources. Or, more accurately, Europeans are 
going out and buying air conditioners that they’ve never 
even needed before because their summer temperatures 
have been so predictably moderate.

Despite Europe’s leading role in efforts to cut back 
on carbon-producing coal, gas and oil in favor of carbon-
neutral wind, solar and geothermal, that response has 
been too late and too inadequate to fend off these global 
warming trends. For people’s survival as well as com-
fort, their only choice is to draw their energy from cur-
rently available fossil fuel sources. And the more those 
fuels are burned, the more carbon is pumped into the 
atmosphere, and the harder it’ll be to keep higher tem-
peratures at bay. 

The same forces are likely to result in winters that 
include massive polar vortex anomalies that sweep far to 
the south and result in electrical grid collapses like Texas 
saw in February 2020. The planet is trying to correct 
itself, climate scientists say, but the response has been 
wild swings toward weather extremes. And very little in 
the current energy makeup, including Europe’s wide-
spread conversion to wind and solar energy, is enough to 
deal with extreme weather in the short term.

Fires are spreading across France, Greece, Italy, 
spain and Portugal. In Britain, record-high tempera-
tures this week are threatening to buckle railroads and, 
quite literally, melt airport runways. The transportation 
network is partially shutting down as a result. Office 
buildings without air conditioning are having to close. 
One historic London bridge under renovation is being 
wrapped in foil to fend off heat expansion that could 
cause existing big cracks to spread.

Perhaps more to the point, however, is that some Eu-
ropean countries are now backing away from their com-
mitments to meet carbon-neutral goals. The European 
Union on July 6 formally allowed investments in gas 
technologies to be labeled as “green” in order to qualify 
for government subsidies. Although gas burns clean-
er than oil or coal, it’s hardly green. It’s a carbon- and 
methane-emitting fossil fuel that contributes to global 
warming. Europe also rejects the idea of a total ban on 
Russian oil and gas, sharply limiting the effect of inter-
national sanctions for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The prospect of the European bloc reaching its car-
bon-neutral goal by 2050 now seems bleak, and sadly, 
so is the prospect of humans saving the planet from the 
climate crisis humans unquestionably have caused.

Europe’s Lead Role 
Fighting Climate 

Change Falls Victim To 
A Massive Heat Wave

Central Beirut after the explosion.

Dr FerDa OFli
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US climate envoy John Kerry 
has issued a warning to the 
next prime minister that the 
commitment to net-zero, 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050 cannot be compromised.

Liz Truss and Rishi Sunak 
are vying to replace Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, from 
Britain’s governing Conserva-
tive Party, after he was forced 
to step down following criti-
cism of his handling of a series 
of scandals.

While both Liz Truss and 
Rishi Sunak are committed 
to the net-zero target some 
Government climate poli-
cies came in for questioning 
among the Tory contenders, 
as the Conservative Party is 
known, in the early stages of 
the contest.

The Foreign Secretary has 
said she will pause green lev-
ies on domestic energy bills, 
while Sunak has pledged to 
keep the ban on building 
new onshore wind farms, but 
wants to introduce a legal 
target to make Britain ener-
gy self-sufficient by 2045 by 
overseeing a massive expan-

sion in offshore turbines.
Kerry told BBC Radio 4’s 

The World This Weekend pro-
gramme he did not want to 
become embroiled in the lead-
ership contest.

“But I will say very point-
edly and adamantly - we are 
behind.

“We do not have the luxu-

ry of jiggering with the 2050 
right now.

“We are currently headed 
to a warming of the planet at 
somewhere between 2.5 de-
grees and 3.5 degrees Centi-
grade. The world is already 
warmed to 1.1, close to 1.2 
degrees now. The cushion we 

have between 1.5 and that is 
obviously tiny.

“And we see what’s hap-
pening with the damages on 
the planet at 1.1 degrees. Im-
agine when you get to 1.5 - 
every tenth of a degree that we 
warm is going to cost us tril-
lions more dollars.”

dpa
Rome

PoPe Francis has departed on 
a trip to Canada during which 
he is expected to ask for forgive-
ness after a series of revelations 
about abuse and violence in 
institutions run by the Catholic 
Church.

The pope begins his six-day 
journey in edmonton, where he 
lands on Sunday.

He is due to meet several of 
Canada’s Indigenous groups, 
after the nation was rocked by 
the gruesome discoveries of 
hundreds of children’s bodies 

near former Catholic boarding 
schools last year.

They triggered outage at 
the Catholic Church, which be-
tween the 17th century and the 
1990s placed Indigenous chil-
dren, who had been snatched 
from their families, in the insti-
tutions.

It is estimated the Church 
in Canada separated more than 
100,000 children from their 
families with aim of trying to 
brutally drive their Indigenous 
culture out of them.

In 2021, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, who 
is himself a Catholic, demanded 

that the pontiff come to Canada 
and apologize after the discov-
ery of the graves.

Francis said recently that 
his trip to Canada should “con-
tribute to the path of healing 
and reconciliation that already 
has been started.” The pope’s 
trip starts in earnest on Mon-
day. He will visit a former resi-
dential school in Maskwacis, in 
the province of Alberta. He will 
meet with Indigenous people 
who had suffered under the 
boarding school system.

The pope is also set to visit 
Québec in the predominantly 
French-speaking part of the 

country and the coastal city of 
Iqaluit in Canada’s far north 
during his trip.

observers will be paying 
close attention to how Francis’ 
health holds up on his 37th trip 
abroad, which includes nine 
speeches, a meeting with the 
prime minister, and two Masses 
in front of thousands of people.

He is still plagued by a knee 
ailment and often uses a wheel-
chair or walks short distances 
with a cane. on the advice of 
his doctors, he cancelled a trip 
to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and to South Sudan that 
had been planned for early July.

Pope departs for Canada to ask forgiveness after abuse scandals
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moscow

THe Russian Defence Minis-
try said its missile strikes on 
the Black Sea port of odessa, 
met with condemnation from 
the West over concerns for 
the recently struck deal on 
grain exports, were intended 
to destroy weapons supplied 
by the United States.

The ministry’s statement 
came as the war in Ukraine 
hit the five-month mark on 
Sunday.

Saturday’s attack trig-
gered outrage as it came 
shortly after a deal between 
Ukraine and Russia to resume 
exports of millions of tons of 
trapped Ukrainian grain via 
the Black Sea, including from 
odessa.

However, Russian For-
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Maria Zakharova rejected 
criticism that the deal with 
Moscow would collapse, re-
ferring to the current trip to 
Africa by Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov.

Lavrov and the Kremlin 
have both underlined that the 
grain must be released for the 
sake of fighting famine. Mos-
cow has repeatedly denied 
it is responsible for the food 
crisis which has emerged 
from the conflict between two 
of the world’s biggest wheat 
producers.

Russia fired missiles at a 
ship repair facility, the min-
istry said on Sunday, saying 
the strikes had destroyed 
a Ukrainian warship and a 
storehouse of US-supplied 
Harpoon missiles that Kiev’s 
fighters have used in the past 
to inflict heavy losses on the 
Russian Navy.

The attacks also hit facili-
ties to repair and modernize 
Ukrainian Naval forces, the 
Russian ministry said in a 
statement.

only hours earlier the 
agreement reached on the ex-
ports among the UN, Russia, 
Ukraine and Turkey had been 
greeted as a glimmer of hope 
in the war which has exacer-

bated a global food crisis.
The agreement, which re-

mains valid, involved a prom-
ise by Moscow to not fire on 
ships passing through a sea 
corridor to export food and 
other goods.

Ukrainian sources said 
missiles had not hit any of 
the grain silos but concerns 
remain that the attack could 
spell the end for the deal.

Several conditions need 
to be met before ships car-
rying grain can start leaving 
Black Sea ports, however. 
Furthermore, Moscow has set 
a series of conditions, signing 
two agreements to enable its 
exports to proceed.

Russian Defence Minister 
Sergei Shoigu and his Turk-
ish counterpart Hulusi Akar 
signed documents to provide 
for safe transport through the 
Black Sea, explicitly mention-

ing no warships, aircraft or 
drones may be in the vicinity 
of the safe route.

While the agreement pro-
vides for the monitoring of 
vessels by representatives of 
all parties in a control centre 
in Istanbul, shipping inspec-

tors have yet to be found, ac-
cording to reports, and it may 
be days, if not weeks, before 
the control unit is operation-
al.

Insurance issues also 
need to be clarified as ships’ 
crews are subject to signifi-
cant danger in the war zone.

Time is pressing for Kiev 
however as Ukraine needs to 
free its silos during the cur-
rent harvest.

The UN, which helped 
broker the grain agreement, 
had expressed hopes of build-
ing on the diplomacy to pave 
the way to ending the conflict.

However, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky condemned the odessa 
strikes as a sign that dialogue 
would not help.

“If anyone in the world 
used to say that it is necessary 
to enter into dialogue with 

Russia, to reach agreements 
on a ceasefire without liberat-
ing our territory from the oc-
cupiers, today’s missiles have 
destroyed the possibility of 
such statements,” he said of 
an act he slammed as “obvi-
ous Russian barbarism.” 

Zelensky also said he was 
confident Ukraine would win 
the conflict as Russia’s war on 
its neighbour reached its five-
month mark.

“This war has not broken 
Ukraine and will not break 
it,” Zelensky said on Tele-
gram on Sunday.

Moscow’s tanks rolled 
into Ukraine on February 
24 in an invasion ordered by 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, who claimed his coun-
try was threatened by Kiev’s 
desire to join NATo.

“We will not give up. We 
will protect what is ours. We 

will win!” Zelensky said, add-
ing that life went on in his 
country despite the fighting.

He posted photographs 
of people struggling amid the 
conflict, saying the war would 
“definitely not make us hos-
tages of this horror that the 
invaders have brought to our 
country.” 

Zelensky repeated his 
call for the US and other 
NATo member states to sup-
ply heavy weapons to halt 
the Russian advance and free 
territories occupied in the 
course of the war.

His comments came as 
the Ukrainian general staff 

reported fresh attacks by 
Russian forces on the eastern 
Donetsk and Kharkiv regions, 
some of which were repelled.

one of Moscow’s stated 
aims in the war is to seize 
the Donbass region, made up 
of Donetsk and Luhansk, al-
though many fear Russia has 
its sights on further targets.

Lavrov has said that Mos-
cow’s operation now includes 
new additional areas, includ-
ing the Ukrainian regions of 
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, as 
a result of Western countries 
supplying longer range weap-
ons to Ukraine, according to 
the British Defence Ministry.

Concerns growing about grain deal 
after Russian Odessa port strike

Anton, a teacher, walks among ruins of a school destroyed as a result of a shelling in Bakhmut, Donetsk region on Sunday. (AFP)

Zelensky confident Ukraine would win the conflict as Russia’s war on its neighbour reached its five-month mark

US climate envoy Kerry sends warning to UK’s next PM
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JeRusALem Israeli Prime minister Yair Lapid warned that rela-
tions with moscow would deteriorate if Russia moves to ban 
the Jewish Agency for Israel in a move some have seen as 
politically motivated.

Lapid’s office said on sunday that banning the agency, 
which enables Jewish people to immigrate to Israel, would be 
a “serious event.” A delegation will travel to moscow in the 
course of the week to focus on reversing the decision by the 
Russian authorities, the statement said.

Russia’s Justice ministry filed a complaint against the non-
governmental organization at the moscow district court and a 
hearing is scheduled for July 28. (dpa)

Israel frowns as Russia seeks to ban 
Jewish emigration agency

PARIs French President emmanuel macron has expressed 
disappointment with Iran over the lack of progress on reviving 
the nuclear deal with the international community.

macron urged his Iranian counterpart ebrahim Raisi in a 
phone call on saturday to make a clear decision on a deal in the 
nuclear dispute and to resume fulfilling Iran’s obligations under 
the 2015 agreement. macron was convinced that the conflict 
could still be resolved, but this must happen as soon as possi-
ble, the elysée Palace said. The 2015 agreement between Iran, 
china, Germany, France, Britain, Russia and the us is intended 
to substantially limit the Islamic Republic’s nuclear programme. 
In return, the lifting of sanctions has been promised. (dpa)

Macron disappointed over ongoing 
nuclear dispute with Iran

IsLAmABAd A Taliban delegation led by their foreign minister 
Amir Khan muttaqi left Kabul on sunday to attend an interna-
tional conference on Afghanistan in the uzbek capital Tashkent, 
the de facto authorities announced.

uzbekistan, which has developed close diplomatic relations 
with the Taliban in Kabul, is hosting the two-day conference that 
will open on monday with participants from over 20 countries 
and international organizations. The meeting will be a follow-up 
to two other international conferences held in the central Asian 
country in 2018 and 2021 with a focus on the Afghan peace 
process, security cooperation and regional connectivity, the 
uzbek foreign ministry said in a statement last month. (dpa)

Taliban delegation heads to global 
conference on Afghanistan

News 
in brief

Pope Francis boards his plane 
at Rome’s Fiumicino airport on 
Sunday. (AFP)

cAIRo In the wake of missile attacks on the port city of odessa, 
Russian Foreign minister sergei Lavrov has reaffirmed that the 
international agreement on the safe export of ukrainian grain 
through the Black sea remains in place.

The passage via a sea corridor should be monitored by a 
control centre in Istanbul, Lavrov said during a diplomatic visit to 
the egyptian capital cairo.

Russian and Turkish forces would jointly provide security for 
the ships on the open sea, Lavrov said.

“when the ships sail towards ukrainian ports to take on new 
food cargoes, there will also be checks to ensure that no one 
brings weapons to ukrainian ports,” Lavrov said. (dpa)

Lavrov assures Ukrainian grain 
transports will be secured

On target 
Russia fired missiles at a ship 
repair facility, the ministry said 
on sunday, saying the strikes 
had destroyed a ukrainian 
warship and a storehouse of 
us-supplied Harpoon missiles 
that Kiev’s fighters have used 
in the past to inflict heavy 
losses on the Russian navy

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (right) meets with the Arab 
League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit in Cairo on Sunday. (AFP)

US climate envoy John Kerry (left) in Somerset recently. (AFP)
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THE Commercial Bank, its subsidiaries and 
associates on Sunday announced that the 
Group reported a net profit of QR1,432.3 
million (QR1.432 billion) in the first half 
of 2022, an increase of 7.9 percent as com-
pared to QR1,327.3 million (QR1.327 bil-
lion) for the same period in 2021.

Operating profit for the Group increased 
by 15.9 percent to QR1,975.7 million for the 
first half of 2022, compared with QR1,705.0 
million achieved in the same period in 2021.

Net interest income for the Group in-
creased by 10 percent to QR1,956.2 million 
for the first six months of 2022 compared 
with QR1,779.0 million achieved in the 
same period in 2021. Net interest margin 
increased to 2.8 percent for the six months 
of 2022 compared with 2.6 percent achieved 
in the same period in 2021. The increase in 
margins is mainly driven by asset repricing 
due to rising interest rate environment.

Normalised non-interest income for the 
Group increased by 18 percent to QR595.6 
million (+2.2 percent on a reported basis) 
for the first six months of 2022 compared 
with QR505.0 million achieved in the same 
period in 2021. The overall increase in non-
interest income was mainly due to higher 
FX and trading income.

Normalised total operating expenses de-
creased by 0.5 percent to QR576.2 million 
(-10.7 percent on a reported basis) for the 
first six months ended of 2022 compared 
with QR578.9 million in the same period in 
2021.

The Group’s net provisions for loans 
and advances increased by 20.8 percent to 
QR501.8 million for the first six months of 
2022, from QR415.2 million in the same pe-
riod in 2021. The increase in provisions was 
mainly due to continued prudent provision-
ing on NPL customers. The non-performing 
loan (NPL) ratio increased to 4.5 percent 
as of June 30, 2022, from 4.1 percent as 
of June 30, 2021. The loan coverage ratio 

decreased to 103.2 percent compared with 
112.1 percent, but increased from 100.2 per-
cent in March 2022.

The Group balance sheet has increased 
by 8.8 percent as of June 30, 2022, with to-
tal assets at QR176.4 billion, compared with 
QR162.1 billion in June 2021. The increase 
was mainly due from banks and investment 
securities.

The Group’s loans and advances to cus-
tomers increased by 0.6 percent to QR101.2 
billion on June 30, 2022, compared with 
QR100.6 billion in June 2021. The overall 
loan growth was impacted by the govern-
ment repayments of temporary overdrafts, 
despite growth in private sector loans by 7.2 

percent.
The Group’s investment securities in-

creased by 16.1 percent to QR29.4 billion on 
June 30, 2022, compared with QR25.3 bil-
lion in the same period in 2021.

The Group’s customer deposits in-
creased by 8.5 percent to QR89.3 billion 
on June 30, 2022, compared with QR82.3 
billion in the same period in 2021. Low-cost 
deposits increased by 11 percent due to the 
various cash management initiatives and 
digital products that the bank offers.

Commenting on the results, Commercial 
Bank Chairman Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali bin 
Jabor Al Thani said, “Qatar continued to 
demonstrate resilience in overcoming the 

challenges faced by the global economy to 
report economic growth of 2.5 percent in 
the first quarter of 2022 from a year earlier.”

Driven by a robust legislative and regu-
latory framework created by the Qatar gov-
ernment and higher hydrocarbon export 
realisations, Qatar is projected to be the 
fastest growing economy in the GCC in 2023 
and 2024. With the lead-up to the World 
Cup on track and strong economic funda-
mentals, this continues to support strong 
investor confidence in the Qatar economy 
which provides a strong operating environ-
ment for Commercial Bank.

Commercial Bank Vice Chairman Hus-
sain Alfardan said, “Commercial Bank is 
making solid progress with its strategic 
plan, and the strong investor and financial 
counterpart confidence in the bank has 
been recognised by the market through our 
recent $750 million Asian syndicated term 
loan facility, which was oversubscribed 
2.35x. This confidence is validated by our 
constant ability to deliver innovative bank-
ing services and solutions to our customer 
base. Additionally, with the upcoming FIFA 
World Cup, which is expected to inject as 
much as $17 billion into the Qatari econo-
my, Commercial Bank is well positioned to 
continue delivering growth.”

Commercial Bank net profit up 
7.9% to QR1.432 bn in H1 2022

Continued on page 10 
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Uber admits covering up 2016 hacking, 
avoids prosecution in US settlement

Agencies

Uber Technologies Inc on 
Friday accepted responsibil-
ity for covering up a 2016 data 
breach that affected 57 million 
passengers and drivers, as 
part of a settlement with U.S. 
prosecutors to avoid criminal 
charges.

In entering a non-pros-
ecution agreement, Uber 
admitted that its personnel 
failed to report the Novem-
ber 2016 hacking to the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission, 
even though the agency had 
been investigating the ride-
sharing company’s data se-
curity.

U.S. Attorney Steph-
anie Hinds in San Francisco 
said Uber waited about a 
year to report the breach, 
after installing new execu-
tive leadership who “estab-
lished a strong tone from 
the top” regarding ethics and  

compliance.
Hinds said the decision 

not to criminally charge Uber 
reflected new management’s 
prompt investigation and 
disclosures, and Uber’s 2018 
agreement with the FTC to 
maintain a comprehensive 
privacy program for 20 years.

The San Francisco-based 
company is also cooperat-
ing with the prosecution of a 
former security chief, Joseph 
Sullivan, over his alleged role 
in concealing the hacking.

Uber did not immediately 
respond to requests for com-
ment.

Sullivan was originally 
indicted in September 2020. 
Prosecutors said Sullivan 
arranged to pay the hack-
ers $100,000 in bitcoin and 
have them sign nondisclo-
sure agreements that falsely  
stated they had not stolen 
data.

Uber had a bounty pro-
gram designed to reward 
security researchers who re-
port flaws, but not to cover 
up data thefts.

In September 2018, Uber 
paid $148 million to settle 
claims by all 50 U.S. states 
and Washington, D.C., that 
it was too slow to disclose the 
hacking.

Uber shares closed down 
93 cents at $23.30 on Friday. 
The non-prosecution agree-
ment was disclosed after U.S. 
markets closed.

BoJ sticks to easing, raises inflation forecast
Agencies

THe bank of Japan dug its 
heels in on its easy-money poli-
cies Thursday while raising its 
inflation forecast, even as other 
countries hike interest rates to 
tackle soaring prices.

Policymakers have re-
fused to move away measures 
put in place a decade ago as 
the bOJ battles to achieve 
sustained price rises in the 
world’s third-largest econo-
my.

but the decision leaves it 
increasingly alone as its peers 
raise rates, sending the yen 
tumbling to a 24-year low 
against the dollar.

Prices are rising in Japan, 
and the boJ raised its infla-
tion forecast for fiscal 2022-
23 to 2.3 percent, up from 
1.9 percent in April, “due to 
rises in prices of such items 
as energy, food, and durable 
goods”.

“Thereafter, the rate of in-
crease is expected to deceler-

ate” as energy prices stabilize, 
it said. The bOJ added that it 
would hold rates at minus 0.1 
percent and continue buying 
unlimited government bonds 
to maintain a low cap on long-
term yields.

These monetary eas-
ing policies are intended to 
achieve sustained two-per-
cent inflation, a target the 
bank considers key for sta-

ble growth. The central bank 
views current price increases, 
driven by pandemic supply 
snarls and higher commod-
ity prices linked to the war in 
Ukraine, as temporary.

So while its counterparts 
elsewhere are moving to tame 
inflation, it sees no need to 
change tack.

“There is no sign of mean-
ingful accelerations in the rate 

of increase in wages, which is 
necessary for a sustainable 
rise of prices,” said ryutaro 
Kono, chief economist at bNP 
Paribas.

And some feel rate hikes 
would not address current in-
flationary pressure in Japan.

“Higher rates would do 
little to meaningfully change 
the situation”, Stefan Angrick, 
senior economist at Moody’s 
Analytics, told AFP. 

“Inflation in Japan is driv-
en predominantly by higher 
prices for imported food and 
energy, which are beyond the 
bOJ’s reach.” rate hikes are 
also not guaranteed to boost 
the yen, he added, noting that 
“many other currencies have 
depreciated against the dol-
lar despite their respective 
central banks hiking rates.” 
Following Friday’s announce-
ment, the dollar jumped as 
high as 138.55 yen before eas-
ing slightly, though that still 
compares with 115 yen at the 
start of the year.

Agencies

CHINA will make great ef-
forts to consolidate its eco-
nomic recovery particularly 
in the crucial third quarter, 
putting a priority on stabiliz-
ing employment and prices, 
state media reported on Fri-
day after a regular cabinet 
meeting.

The world’s second-
biggest economy narrowly 
missed a contraction in the 
second quarter, growing just 
0.4% year-on-year, weighed 
down by COVID-19 lock-
downs, a weak property sec-
tor and cautious consumer 
sentiment. The government 
has set a 2022 growth target 
of around 5.5%.

Major hurdles in the sec-
ond half include China’s per-
sistent zero-COVID policy 
that entails curbs and restric-

tions that could again disrupt 
local businesses, employ-
ment and consumption. To 
spur growth, authorities have 
dusted off an old playbook, 
issuing debt to fund big infra-
structure projects.

“We will make great ef-
forts to consolidate the foun-
dation of economic recovery, 
strive to stabilize the econ-
omy and keep the economic 
operation within a reason-
able range, give priority to 
ensuring the achievement 
of the goal of stabilizing em-
ployment and prices,” state 
media quoted the cabinet as  
saying.

The nationwide survey-
based jobless rate eased to 
5.5% in June from 5.9% in 
May, but youth unemploy-
ment hit a record 19.3%. 
blue-collar migrant workers 
were also forced to leave cit-

ies and return home due to 
job losses.

The consumer price index 
(CPI) rose 2.5% from a year 
earlier in June, the highest in 
23 months, reflecting import-
ed pressures despite China’s 
domestic price controls.

To fund infrastructure 
projects and support growth, 
authorities have given policy 
banks 800 billion yuan ($118 
billion) in new credit quotas 
and allowed them to issue 
300 billion yuan in bonds.

There is still consider-
able room for policies, such 
as financing instruments via 
policy banks, to play a role 
in boosting investment, the 
cabinet was quoted as saying.

Local governments were 
urged to speed up construc-
tion of infrastructure projects 
and create employment op-
portunities for migrant work-

ers, state media said.
At the end of June, 90.7% 

of migrant workers who re-
turned to the provinces had 
found jobs, an official at the 
agriculture and rural affairs 
ministry said this week, with-
out giving a specific number 
for those who remained job-
less.

Financial institutions 
should make flexible arrange-
ments for consumer loans for 
people affected by COVID, 
and efforts will be made to 
ensure stable development 
of the property market, the 
cabinet said.

It reaffirmed support for 
the healthy development of 
the country’s online platform 
economy, enabling internet 
providers of services from 
shopping, food delivery and 
ride-hailing to play a better 
role in creating jobs.

China plans ‘great efforts’ 
to boost economic recovery

A man walks in front of the skyline of the Central Business district in Beijing, China, July 14, 2022.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNb, the largest financial in-
stitution in the Middle east 
and Africa,  has launched Di-
rect remittance service for 
money transfers from Qatar to 
the Philippines, which makes 
it the first bank in Qatar to 
launch the service.

To provide this service, 
QNb will connect with China 
bank, one of the leading pri-
vate universal banks in the 
Philippines through rip-
pleNet, the financial technol-
ogy powered by leading enter-
prise blockchain and crypto 
solutions provider, ripple.

The new service will pro-
vide the bank’s customers with 

a convenient remittance expe-
rience and a fast cross-border 
money transfer solution.

QNb’s latest first-to-mar-
ket solution complements 
the bank’s efforts to improve 
cross-border payments, up-
holding its leadership position 
in Qatar in the sector of money 
transfer.

The service, which mainly 
targets Philippine nation-
als in Qatar, will allow them 
to make fund transfers  up to 
PHP 50,000 to any bank in 
the Philippines in real-time. 
All transactions above PHP 
50,000 sent prior to the cut off 
time (3pm Manila time during 
working days) will be credited 
on the next working day. 

Announcing the launch, 

Adel Al-Malki, General Man-
ager QNb Group retail bank-
ing, said: “QNb has always 
been pioneer financial tech-
nology accelerator in Qatar 
and the region. Our partner-
ship with ripple will provide 
our customers with a friction-
less and safe experience to 
send funds in a way that fits 
their lifestyle.”

Navin Gupta, Managing 
Director, South Asia & MeNA 
at ripple said, “QNb is our 
biggest partner in the MeNA 
region and we are delighted to 
continuously strengthen this 
partnership on rippleNet to 
additional countries. The Phil-
ippines is one of the largest 
remittance receivers globally, 
and we are pleased to be con-

necting QNb with China bank 
to process remittances from 
Qatar to Philippines via   
rippleNet.” 

Marlon Hernandez, Head 
of remittance business Di-
vision at China bank, said, 
“This is an exciting time for 
us to partner with the larg-
est financial institution in 
the Middle east and Africa 
to launch remittances to the 
Philippines using ripple. We 
are offering this service for all 
China bank’s customers free 
of charge, allowing them to re-
ceive funds instantly into their 
account with China bank and 
charging them as little as PHP 
30 to carry the transactions via 
local channels to other banks 
in Philippines.”

QNB launches direct remittance service to the Philippines through RippleNet

By Bassam Hajhamad, Country  
Senior Partner, PwC Qatar

International trade is Qatar’s lifeblood, 
with exports and imports of goods and 
services accounting for 90 percent of 

our GDP , according to the World bank. 
Given the severe stress, worldwide supply 
chains have been under for the past two 
years, and anti-globalisation sentiment 
dating back further, the issue of how to 
maintain the undoubted benefits of trade 
while mitigating the risks was one of the 
most pressing subjects at the recent Qatar 
economic Forum 2022. 

bob Moritz, PwC’s Global Chairman, 
tackled the subject in a panel discussion 
with He Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad 
bin Qassim Al-Thani, Qatar’s Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, and Ferit Sahenk, 
chairman and CeO of Turkey’s Dogus 
Group. Addressing the big picture first, bob 
stressed that for all the disruption caused 
by the pandemic, geopolitical tensions, and 
nationalist rhetoric about globalisation in 
some countries, trade between the US and 
China, for example, has never been higher, 
with China’s exports to the US reaching 
close to US$56 billion in June 2022. What 
is required is “rewiring,” he added, so that 
all countries and people at every level of 
society feel they are participating in and 
benefiting from trade, be it from bilateral, 
regional, or multilateral trade agreements.

So how can governments and compa-
nies make the necessary changes, particu-
larly in trade-oriented economies such as 
Qatar?  rewiring means taking action in 
four key areas. 

●The first is rethinking supply chains 
in order to reduce the concentration of risk 
from any one country or supplier. Compa-
nies have been thinking about concentra-
tion risk with key suppliers for a number 
of years, but until the pandemic closed 
borders and ports, very few had taken steps 
to add suppliers closer to home or build up 
new relationships within their own country. 
building a network of reliable options is 
essential. 

●The second element of globalisation 

that needs to be rewired is security. Two 
vitally important issues are bringing that 
home painfully to governments and compa-
nies right now – the energy crisis resulting 
from russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the 
looming food supply shock linked to the 
same conflict. The challenge of security, 
and whether certain suppliers and indus-
tries need to have a presence in their home 
country to the extent that it is possible, is 
one that organisations must address.

●The third element of successful rewir-
ing is resilience. Globalisation and ‘just in 
time’ supply chains became one and the 
same thing in the years before the pan-
demic, with cost and efficiency prioritised 
ahead of companies holding a comfort-
able reserve of stock to cope with spikes 
in demand. Now, sufficiency will be bal-
anced alongside the imperatives of cost and 
speed.

●The final element of a rewired form 
of globalisation that is fit for the future 
is eSG. The redesign must be carried out 
with sustainability in mind across environ-
mental, social,  and governance factors. 
This requires companies and government 
organisations to examine everything they 
do and every element of their supply chain, 
from the humane treatment of workers to 
the carbon emissions created by products 
after they are sold.

We must also remember that globali-
sation does not simply mean the trade in 
goods, but also services and human capital. 
We have already been through a funda-
mental redesign of our human capital with 
the shift to hybrid or fully-remote work-
ing and the phenomenon of the “Great 
resignation” in countries including the 
US. building trust between employers and 
employees, and establishing a sense of 
purpose at work are the priorities both in 
our region and across the world.  

As bob Moritz said at the Qatar eco-
nomic Forum, “there is a lot of work to be 
done and no easy answers” when it comes 
to rewiring globalisation for the decades 
ahead. but the benefits a successful reset 
will bring, in prosperity, security and op-
portunity, are more than worth the effort.

Rewiring international 
trade: Four priorities for a 
new era of globalisation

OpiniOn

A reset is needed to ensure security, resilience,  and 
sustainability for the decades ahead 

While the Bank of Japan has raised its inflation outlook, it continues 
to keep interest rates rock bottom.
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Maverick’s next wingman 
could be a drone.

in the movies, fighter pilots 
are depicted as highly trained 
military aviators with the skills 
and experience to defeat ad-
versaries in thrilling aerial 
dogfights.

New technologies, though, 
are set to redefine what it 
means to be a “Top Gun,” as 
algorithms, data and machines 
take on a bigger role in the 
cockpit — changes hinted at in 
“Top Gun: Maverick.”

“a lot of people talk about, 
you know, the way of the fu-
ture, possibly taking the pilot 
out of the aircraft,” said 1st Lt. 
Walker Gall, an F-35 pilot with 
the U.s. 48th Fighter Wing 
based at raF Lakenheath in 
england. “That’s definitely not 
something that any of us look 
forward to.”

“i’d like to keep my job as 
long as possible, but i mean, 
it’s hard to argue with newer 
and newer technology,” he 
said. “and if that’s the way of 
the future, that’s what it is. But 
i’m just here to enjoy it while 
i can.”

The future for fighter pilots 
was on display this week at the 
Farnborough international 
airshow near London, one of 
the world’s biggest aviation, 

defense and aerospace expos.
Defense contractors out-

lined how artificial intelligence 
and other technologies will be 
used in the newest warplanes 
as global military delegations 
browsed mockups of missiles, 
drones and fighter jets. at 
stake are many billions of dol-
lars as countries update mili-
tary fleets or pump up defense 
procurement budgets amid 
rising geopolitical tensions.

The original “Top Gun” 
movie released in 1986 follows 
Tom cruise’s hot-shot Navy 
pilot, Pete “Maverick” Mitch-
ell, through fighter weapons 
training school. in the sequel, 
an aging Maverick, now a test 
pilot, learns the top secret hy-
personic plane he’s working on 
is being canceled so the fund-
ing can be used for a pilotless 
drone program.

it’s a debate that’s been 
playing out for years in the real 
world. Drones have been used 
extensively in the war between 
russia and Ukraine and other 
modern conflicts, raising the 
question of just how much 
need there is for human pilots 
to fly expensive fighter jets and 
other aircraft — or whether un-
manned aerial vehicles could 
do the job.

at the Farnborough show, 
experts said the future of air 
warfare is likely to be manned 

and unmanned aircraft work-
ing together.

One day, fighter pilots will 
“have a drone aircraft that’s 
flying as a loyal wingman” 
under their control, said Jon 
Norman, a vice president at 
raytheon Technologies corp.’s 
missile and defense business.

Norman, a retired U.s. air 
Force pilot, said he used to 
complain about drones con-
trolled from the ground that 

got in his way when he was fly-
ing fighter jets.

The latest communications 
systems let fighters, drones 
and other aircraft talk to each 
other, he said.

Technology has already 
removed the need for a sec-
ond person to sit in the back-
seat to work the radar — a role 
portrayed in the original “Top 
Gun” movie by the character 
Goose.

it will continue to play a 
bigger role in the cockpit, ray-
theon executives said. artificial 
intelligence will analyze reams 
of data from sensors placed on 
planes, drones, the ground or 
missiles flying through the air 
to give pilots in the sky and 
commanders back at head-
quarters a better sense of the 
battlefield.

in future battles, ai might 
allow a pilot to send an armed 

drone close to an enemy posi-
tion “and have them just fire at 
will,” Norman added.

But it’s too soon to write an 
epitaph for the pilot.

“if we had had this con-
versation 20 years ago, al-
most everyone was certain 
that some (drones) would be 
serving in a combat aircraft 
replacement role. That sim-
ply hasn’t happened,” said 
richard aboulafia, managing 
director at consultancy aero-
Dynamic advisory. Nowadays, 
he said, drones mainly sup-
port manned military aircraft, 
which “allows them to get out 
there with a greater combat 
aircraft punch.”

There was speculation that 
the F-35 fighter, which went 
into operation in 2015, would 
be the last manned fighter jet, 
said Gareth Jennings, aviation 
editor at defense intelligence 
provider Janes. “But no one 
says that anymore.”

The F-35, built by Lock-
heed Martin corp., is a stealthy 
fighter part of today’s genera-
tion of warplanes. There is a 
next generation of fighter jets 
in the concept stages offering 
even more high-tech advances, 
including potentially pilotless 
versions, but they won’t arrive 
before the next decade at the 
earliest.

Gall, who recently gradu-

ated from fighter pilot training 
school, said the F-35 is easy to 
fly and that technology would 
likely make its successors even 
easier. But he stressed that the 
fighter pilot’s role would re-
main intense.

even if that role isn’t going 
away anytime soon, the Penta-
gon is working on transform-
ing it.

The air combat evolution 
program, run by the Penta-
gon’s DarPa research agency, 
is working on incorporat-
ing artificial intelligence into 
warfighting, including design-
ing a plane that can fly itself 
in a dogfight. The program has 
already carried out a live simu-
lation of air combat, pitting a 
virtual plane piloted by an ai 
agent against a human pilot. if 
all goes well, researchers plan 
to carry out a live dogfight with 
ai-enabled planes by 2024.

experts, though, are skep-
tical pilots will be eliminated 
from the cockpit in the near 
future.

“i don’t think we’ll be at 
the stage of not needing fight-
er pilots for a few decades yet,” 
said Jennings, the aviation ed-
itor. “Unmanned technology 
and the public willingness to 
accept not having a human in 
the loop are just not there, and 
won’t be for at least another 
30 years or so.”

Tomorrow’s ‘Top Gun’ might have drone wingman, use AI

Yellen: US economy is slowing, 
but recession not inevitable

Agencies

Us Treasury secretary Janet 
Yellen said on sunday that Us 
economic growth is slowing 
and acknowledged there was 
the risk of a recession, but she 
said a downturn was not in-
evitable.

Yellen, speaking on NBc’s 
“Meet the Press”, said strong 
Us hiring numbers and con-
sumer spending showed the 
Us economy is not currently 
in recession.

Us hiring remained robust 
in June, with 372,000 jobs 
created and the unemploy-
ment rate holding at 3.6%. 
it was the fourth straight 
month of job gains in excess 
of 350,000.

“This is not an economy 
that is in recession,” said 
Yellen, who previously chaired 
the Federal reserve. 

“But we’re in a period of 
transition in which growth is 
slowing and that’s necessary 
and appropriate.” still, data 
last week suggested the labor 
market was softening with 
new claims for unemployment 
benefits hitting their highest 
point in eight months.

Yellen said that inflation 
“is way too high” and recent 
Fed rates hikes were helping 
to bring soaring prices back in 

check.
in addition, the Biden 

administration is selling oil 
from the strategic Petroleum 
reserve, which Yellen said 
had already helped lower gas 
prices.

“We’ve seen gas prices just 
in recent weeks come down by 
about 50 cents (a gallon) and 
there should be more in the 
pipeline,” she said.

Yellen, a former Fed chief, 
hopes the central bank can 
cool the economy enough to 

bring down prices without 
triggering a broad economic 
downturn. read more “i’m not 

saying that we will definitely 
avoid a recession,” Yellen 
said. “But i think there is a 
path that keeps the labor mar-
ket strong and brings infla-
tion down.” U.s. GDP shrank 
at a 1.6% annual rate in the 
first quarter, and a report on 
Thursday is expected to show 
a gain of just 0.4% in the sec-
ond quarter, according to 
economists polled by reuters.

Yellen said that even if sec-
ond quarter figure is negative 
it would not signal that a re-

cession has taken hold, given 
the strength in the job market 
and strong demand.

“recession is broad-based 
weakness in the economy. 
We’re not seeing that now,” 
she said.

economists have tradi-
tionally defined a recession 
as two consecutive quarters 
of economic contraction, but 
the private group deemed to 
be the official arbiter of U.s. 
recessions looks at a broad 
range of indicators.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen speaks during a news conference in Nusa Dua, Bali, on July 14, 2022.

we’re in a period of 
transition in which growth is 
slowing and that’s 
necessary and appropriate.
US Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen

Strong US hiring 
numbers and  
consumer spending 
shows US economy 
is not currently in 
recession

A member of the military personnel eats an ice cream as he stands past an F15E Strike Eagle fighter jet, 
on display at the Farnborough Air Show fair in Farnborough, England, on July 19.
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Growth driven mainly by asset repricing, says Commercial Bank CEO

commercial Bank Group 
chief executive Officer Jo-
seph abraham said, “com-
mercial Bank reported a posi-
tive set of results for the six 
months ended 30 June 2022, 
maintaining the momentum 
from the first quarter, as we 
make good progress on our 
strategy. The Group reported 
a consolidated net profit of 
Qr 1.4 billion for the period, 
up 7.9 percent compared to 
the same period last year, 
mainly driven by an improve-

ment in net interest income 
and increased contributions 
from our associates.

“Group net interest in-
come for the first six months 
of 2022 increased by 10 per-
cent to Qr2 billion compared 
to the same period last year. 
The growth was driven main-
ly by asset repricing due to 
the rising interest rate envi-
ronment, reflecting positively 
on the interest income which 
was up 10.7 percent. addi-
tionally, net interest margin 
improved to 2.8 percent from 
2.6 percent.”

He said, “Normalised to-

tal fees and other income wit-
nessed a healthy growth of 18 
percent to Qr595.6 million 
compared to the same period 
last year, mainly driven by an 
increase in FX and trading 
income. investment income 
declined Qr122.6 million 
due to the heightened volatil-
ity in global capital markets. 
Despite this, normalised total 
operating income increased 
11.7 percent.

“On a normalised basis, 
the Group’s cost-to-income 
ratio improved to 22.6 per-
cent from 25.3 percent during 
the same period last year on 

the back of operating income 
growth.

“consequently, operating 
profit in the first six months 
of 2022 increased by 15.9% to 
Qar 2.0 billion compared to 
the same period last year. Net 
provisions are in line with 
the guidance provided on the 
cost of risk as we continue our 
conservative provisioning ap-
proach.”

He said, “Group loans and 
advances were Qr101.2 bil-
lion for the first six months 
of 2022, up 0.6 percent com-
pared to the same period last 
year mainly driven by growth 

in private sector loans mainly 
in commercial and services 
sectors. The overall loan 
growth was impacted by the 
government repayments due 
to the strong fiscal position.

“customer deposits in-
creased to Qr89.3 billion, 
up by 8.5 percent compared 
to the same period last year. 
Low-cost deposits grew by 11 
percent, which contributed 
positively to our net interest 
margin.”

He said, “The domestic 
bank improved its normal-
ized cost to income ratio to 
20 percent, down from 21.1 

percent during the same pe-
riod last year as the bank con-
tinues to focus on driving effi-
ciencies through technology.

“Our associates contin-
ue to deliver better perfor-
mance. Net profit from asso-
ciates increased to Qr 106.4 
million, up by 68.2 percent 
compared to the same period 
last year.”

abraham said, “During 
the period, the Group applied 
hyperinflationary accounting 
to alternatif Bank in accord-
ance with the requirements 
of international accounting 
standards (ias) 29, which 

resulted in a non-cash ‘net 
monetary loss’ of Qr69.2 
million reported in the 
Group’s income statement. 
This accounting adjustment 
was neutral on the Group’s 
total equity.

“alternatif Bank reported 
a net profit of Qr84 million 
for the first half of 2022 com-
pared to a net loss of Qr13.8 
million last year, mainly 
driven by an improvement in 
FX and trading income. With 
the hyperinflation adjust-
ment, the net contribution of 
alternatif Bank was Qr58.6  
million.”

ContinUed from page 08  

Twitter blames Musk, 
weak ad market for 
decline in revenue

Agencies

TWiTTer inc on Friday 
blamed its ongoing battle to 
close its $44-billion acqui-
sition by elon Musk and a 
weakening digital advertising 
market for a surprise fall in 
quarterly revenue and a net 
loss.

The results come as Twit-
ter has sued Musk for drop-
ping his offer to buy the com-
pany, and is now preparing for 
a legal showdown in a trial set 
to begin in October. The deal 
uncertainty has worried Twit-
ter’s advertisers and caused 
chaos inside the company.

advertising revenue rose 
just 2% to $1.08 billion, miss-
ing Wall street expectations of 
$1.22 billion, according to re-
finitiv iBes data.

Total second-quarter rev-
enue, which also includes rev-
enue from subscriptions, was 
$1.18 billion, compared with 
$1.19 billion a year earlier. 
analysts were expecting $1.32 
billion.

“Twitter is now in the un-
enviable position of convinc-
ing advertisers that its ad 
business is solid regardless of 
how its court battle with Musk 
ends, and its Q2 earnings show 
that the platform has its work 
cut it out for it to do that,” said 
Jasmine enberg, principal an-
alyst at research firm insider 
intelligence.

Twitter shares opened flat 
at $38.90 on Friday.

The company’s stock is 
dependent on the potential 
outcomes of the trial, and its 
financials are not moving the 
needle for investors, said Dan 
ives, an analyst at Wedbush 
securities.

Twitter said its net loss was 

$270 million, or 35 cents per 
share, versus a profit of $65.6 
million, or 8 cents per share, a 
year earlier.

its adjusted 8-cent loss 
missed expectations for a 14-
cent adjusted profit.

Monetizable daily active 
users, a metric closely watched 
by investors that measures us-
ers who see advertising on 
Twitter, grew 16% to 237.8 
million, but missed analyst ex-
pectations of 238.7 million.

The san Francisco-based 
company said bot and spam 
accounts represented fewer 
than 5% of users during the 
quarter, a figure it has repeat-
ed since 2013.

Musk has seized on the 
proportion of bot and spam 
accounts as his reason for 
backing out of the deal, ac-
cusing Twitter of withholding 
information on the true num-
ber of such accounts on the 
service.

Twitter said it would not 
provide financial guidance, 
issue a shareholder letter or 
hold an earnings conference 
call, citing the “pending acqui-
sition” by Musk.

The company’s costs and 
expenses jumped 31%. ex-
penses related to the Musk 
deal totaled $33 million dur-
ing the quarter, while sever-
ance-related costs were $19 
million.

The social networking 
platform rescinded some job 
offers to new hires in May. 
chief executive Parag agraw-
al previously told employees 
the company needed to cut 
costs.

inflation pressures and 
fears of a recession this year 
have forced some advertisers to 
slash their marketing budgets.
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How bulls are weighing the case 
for a positive turn in equities

Agencies 
New York

Like clockwork, a decent few days lift 
stocks, and outcome the charts. Have equi-
ties bottomed? evidence is arrayed to argue 
this time is different, that this is the bounce 
that will last. Heeding it now requires con-
viction bordering on credulity.

The data in the bull camp are as fol-
lows: A third big week in five for small caps, 
signs exchange-traded fund buyers have be-
come demoralised, and measures of market 
breadth expanding in ways that have in the 
past signalled further gains.

While roughly as many features of the 
latest rally were present in those that fiz-
zled earlier in the year, this one has now 
outlasted all of those, even with Friday’s                              
hammering.

Straightforwardly, the news this week 
was bad, with estimates for future profits 
taking lumps as companies disclosed results. 
But even that trend can be claimed as a vic-
tory by a certain type of bull who has viewed 
over-optimistic forecasts as a barrier to vola-
tility winding down.

“i’m still sleeping with one eye open be-
cause just one or two big sell-offs could eas-
ily negate all of this and lead us back into 
violent bear-market selling,” said Adam 
Sarhan, founder and chief executive at 50 
Park investments, who nevertheless de-
scribes himself as increasingly bullish. “This 
is still a fragile rally.”

Stocks survived a bruising final session 
to advance this week, overcoming disap-
pointing corporate earnings and weak data 
on business activity worldwide. Tuesday 
marked the second session in three that the 
market volume on rising stocks topped fall-
ing ones by a ratio of at least 10-to-1. A clus-
ter of breadth thrusts like this was last fired 
in May 2021.

Double breadth thrusts, as the phenom-
enon is described by Ned Davis Research, 
tend to herald outsize gains. Since 1950, the 
S&P 500 has risen more than twice its his-
toric pace following such signals, jumping 10 
per cent six months later.

“The double 10:1 up day supports the 
argument that the second-half rally is under 
way,” said ed Clissold, chief US strategist at 
Ned Davis who forecasts the S&P 500 to end 
the year at 4,400, about 11 per cent higher 
than it is now.

“How sustainable the rally is will be like-
ly to depend on monetary policy and earn-
ings, but technical indicators will be likely to 
provide the information before Fed officials 
or management teams.”

Since hitting the 2022 low in mid-June, 
the S&P 500 has climbed 8 per cent, reclaim-
ing its 50-day moving average, a level widely 
watched by traders for a view of momentum. 
At 36 days, this bounce is the first one this 
year that lasted more than a month.

As happened with the last three recovery 
attempts, economically sensitive stocks such 
as car makers, retailers and chipmakers have 
led the way this time around. Of course, past 
endeavours did not end well, all succumbing 
to market lows.

One notable difference is the perfor-
mance in small-cap stocks. While the Russell 
2000 trailed the market previously, it is now 
edging ahead. Since 1978, small-caps have 
always outperformed coming out of bear 
markets, according to Sam Stovall, chief in-
vestment strategist at investment research 
firm CFRA.

“Markets always trade with at least a six-
month look ahead. So when small caps bot-
tom, it historically bodes well for broader US 

markets because they tend to lead the way 
higher as the economy strengthens,” said 
Scott Colyer, chief executive at Advisors As-
set Management.

“But investors still have to be cautious 
because they can be faked out by this easily. 
i still see nothing that gets me excited to take 
on risk right now.”

earnings sentiment is souring during 
this reporting season. After holding on to 
their rosy outlooks while stocks fell into a 
bear market in the first half, analysts are now 
rushing to revise numbers.

Forecast earnings for 2023 have fallen for 
five weeks in a row, although not by a lot. They 
are down 2 per cent to $244 a share, data com-
piled by Bloomberg intelligence show.

The reset in earnings expectations is 
good because it suggests a capitulation 
that JPMorgan strategists including Marko 
kolanovic say may prompt investors to 
seek an inflection point in the market.

Reasons for caution abound. Chief 

among them is an aggressive Federal Re-
serve that is committed to fighting infla-
tion at the risk of thrusting the economy 
into a recession.

Yet speculation has grown that with 
the Fed front-loading jumbo rate rises, 
this tightening cycle could end earlier than 
anticipated. in a sign that the Fed’s policy 
may be working as planned, expectations 
for future pricing pressure have eased in 
the bond market.

That sets up a different rates back-
drop for stocks. in each of the last three 
instances this year when equities staged 
a rebound, 10-year Treasury yields either 
jumped or barely budged. This time, yields 
peaked at 3.5 per cent on June 14, two days 
before the S&P 500’s low, and have since 
fallen below 2.8 per cent.

Tom Hainlin, national investment 
strategist at US Bank Wealth Management, 
is not convinced that the worst is over.

“The markets themselves are moving 

based on viewpoints that maybe inflation is 
coming under control or maybe the Federal 
Reserve will pause on interest rate hike,” he 
said. “But there’s not real true visibility into 
what they may or may not do in September.”

Among investors, sentiment is decidedly 
more negative. All year, professional inves-
tors have cut risk, with Bank of America’s lat-
est survey of money managers pointing to the 
lowest equity allocation since October 2008.

Now, even the staunchest bulls are show-
ing signs of trepidation. eTF investors, who 
have poured in more than $200 billion into 
equities this year, are back-pedalling.

Since mid-June, they have added only 
$1bn to equity eTFs, data compiled by 
Bloomberg show. That is a fraction of the av-
erage $26 billion seen during the last three 
market recoveries.

To Quincy krosby, chief global strategist 
at LPL Financial, all the scepticism is one 
reason why the market could be seen as be-
ing close to a bottom.

Stocks survived a bruising final session to advance this week, overcoming disappointing corporate earnings and weak data on business activity worldwide. Tuesday marked the second session in three 
that the market volume on rising stocks topped falling ones by a ratio of at least 10-to-1. A cluster of breadth thrusts like this was last fired in May 2021.

Agencies 
LoNdoN 

ReTAiL traders, responsible 
for the wild price swings in 
everything from GameStop to 
Revlon, have returned to an-
other old favourite: beaten-
down cryptocurrency stocks.

Over the past 10 days, 
they have scooped up nearly 
$1 billion worth of shares 
of cryptocurrency-exposed 
companies, according to a 
report published on Wednes-
day by VandaTrack. That 
rapid burst of buying has led 
to stocks including Marathon 
Digital Holdings, Coinbase 
Global and Riot Blockchain 
showing up among the most 
bought assets on Fidelity’s 
platform this week.

 “Retail traders are defi-
nitely surfacing here,” said 
ed Moya, senior market ana-
lyst at Oanda. “everyone ex-
pected one last major plunge 
for Bitcoin and now prices are 
recovering and risk appetite 
on Wall Street is somewhat 
improving.”

With the resurgence, 
the NYSe FactSet Global 

Blockchain Technologies in-
dex is now on track for its 
largest monthly gain since                             
February 2021.

Among its biggest gainers 
this month, Marathon Digi-
tal has jumped 133 per cent, 
while Riot Blockchain, Sil-
vergate Capital and Coinbase 
have all climbed by at least 50 
per cent. These stocks are still 
down more than 40 per cent 
this year.

The Bloomberg Galaxy 
Crypto index, which tracks 
the performance of the largest 
digital assets including Bit-
coin, has climbed roughly 35 
per cent over that stretch.

And half of the 20 best-
performing US eTFs since the 
end of June are cryptocurren-
cy-related. However, Bitcoin 
is still down about 51 per cent 
this year.

Despite July’s rebound, 
cryptocurrency-related com-
panies have been among the 
worst-performing stocks this 
year as investors fled risky as-
sets fearing that the Federal 
Reserve’s aggressive policy-
tightening regime could tip the 
economy into a recession.

The collapse of the Ter-
raUSD stablecoin and sub-
sequent folding of firms in-
cluding Celsius Network and 
Three Arrows Capital only 
exacerbated these losses in 
recent months.

Mining stocks have taken 
a particularly hard beating 
as Bitcoin prices tumbled 
from a record high of al-
most $69,000 in November 
to a two-and-a-half year low 
of less than $18,000 last 

month. Bitcoin’s plunge has 
spurred several analysts to 
declare a so-called “crypto 
winter” as roughly $2 trillion 
in market value was erased 
from the digital-token space.

even one of the biggest 

influencers in the cryptocur-
rency space has seemingly 
started to get cold feet. On 
Wednesday, elon Musk’s 
Tesla revealed that it had 
sold off a majority of its 
Bitcoin holdings during the 

second quarter, saying the 
move was made to provide 
the electric-vehicle maker 
additional liquidity.

But that has not deterred 
some traders. With Bitcoin 
on track for its first monthly 
gain since March, the retail 
crowd has shown up en masse, 
flocking particularly to mining 
stocks.

The $7.4 million Viridi Bit-
coin Miners eTF has jumped 
roughly 33 per cent this month, 
making it one of the top-per-
forming US-listed exchange-
traded funds in July. Strong-
hold Digital Mining, which is 
held by the eTF, surged more 
than 79 per cent over the same 
period and is on track for its 
best month on record.

Trading volume for the 
miner soared to upwards 
of 100 million shares on 
Wednesday, more than 70 per 
cent of its total trading volume 
since it went public last year, a 
sign of retail-investor interest.

“Whenever any stock or 
group breaks out of a multi-
month range to the upside, 
the rally usually lasts several 
weeks,” said Matt Maley, chief 
market strategist at Miller 
Tabak + Co. “it won’t happen 
in a straight line, so they could 
take a breather at any time, 
but the line of least resistance 
is now up.”

Why retail traders are snapping up cryptocurrency stocks

The most debated topic for 
traders remains the state 
of corporate earnings

They have acquired nearly $1 billion 
worth of shares of crypto-exposed 
companies since last week

Mining stocks have taken a particularly hard beating as Bitcoin prices tumbled from a record high of almost $69,000 in November to a 
two-and-a-half year low of less than $18,000 last month. Bitcoin’s plunge has spurred several analysts to declare a so-called “crypto winter” 
as roughly $2 trillion in market value was erased from the digital-token space.
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Al Attiyah retains title for his fifth 
triumph at Baja Spain Aragon

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
TERUEL (SPAIN) 

NASSER Saleh Al Attiyah, Ya-
zeed Al Rajhi and Lucas Mo-
raes delivered stunning per-
formances to seal first, second 
and third positions for Toyota 
Gazoo Racing and Overdrive 
Racing at Baja Spain Aragon, 
round four of the 2022 FIA 
World Cup for Cross-Country 
Bajas.

Al Attiyah and French co-
driver Mathieu Baumel won 
the opening two selective sec-
tions on Saturday in the latest 
specification Toyota Gazoo 
Racing Hilux and built up a 
lead that they were able to de-
fend on the final stage on Sun-
day. The Qatari duly reached 
the finish in Teruel with an ad-
vantage of 3min 02sec to seal 
a fifth win in Spain to add to 
his previous victories in 2008, 
2016, 2017 and 2021. This was 
Baumel’s fourth success with 
Al Attiyah.

Al Attiyah said: “We finish 

and I am quite happy to win 
here for the fifth time. It was a 
good win this year. Thanks to 
the organisation for making an 
amazing job. It was not easy to 
win. We work hard. The road 
was not easy and the level 
what we did here was very 
high. The new car, T1+, we are 
working very hard. This was 
the first time we run here in 
Europe. We need to test more 
and more now that the team 
has decided to do the whole 
championship. The next race 
for us is Poland, but we intend 
to be ready for next Dakar.”

Al Rajhi and co-driver Mi-
chael Orr won the final stage 
in their Overdrive Racing Toy-
ota and added valuable points 
for second place to keep them 
firmly in the hunt for the FIA 
Bajas Drivers’ title.

Orr said: “It was a nice fi-
nal stage. We pushed from the 
start and we won the stage to 
keep our second position. It 
was a tough race with rough 
terrain and temperatures were 

very high. It was tough on the 
car and for the body. But eve-
rything was under control for 
us.”

Brazil’s Lucas Moreas 
teamed up with fellow coun-
tryman Kaique Bentivoglio 
and impressed, despite a lack 
of experience compared to 
their more experienced rivals. 
Moreas recorded two second 
fastest times on his way to the 
final place on the podium to 
complete a superb weekend 
with Overdrive Racing.

Moraes said: “This was my 
second race in the World Cup. 
My first was in Portugal last 

year. As a Brazilian, we just 
try to give our best every time 
we enter the car. It has been 
a pleasure to be with all these 
legends, Nasser and Yazeed. 
Day one was long and tricky, 
almost 400km in total. It was 
a clean run and we managed to 
pass a few drivers but the dust 
was not easy.”

Erik van Loon returned 
to action in a brand new T1+ 
Toyota after winning the T3 
category at the recent Ital-
ian Baja. The Dutchman was 
partnered by Frenchman Se-
bastien Delaunay, but lost the 
chance of a top position when 

he flooded the Hiluxes’s en-
gine in a muddy water cross-
ing on Saturday afternoon. 
Van Loon recovered to fin-
ish the event after setting the 
fourth quickest time on the 
final stage.

Fuel pump issues cost the 
Argentinean duo of Juan Cruz 
Yacopini and Fernando Acosta 
valuable time on Saturday and 
they dropped down to 59th 
overall before recovering to 
finish in the fifth of the Over-
drive Racing-run Toyotas.  

Crews tackled two de-
manding selective sections on 
Saturday, with the action get-

ting underway with a timed 
stage of 180.29km that was 
split into parts of 84.89km 
and 95.4km by a neutralisa-
tion zone.

Al Rajhi led the way into 
the stage from Al Attiyah 
but the Qatari caught the 
Saudi’s dust, shadowed the 
stage opener to the finish 
and snatched a lead of 1min 
34.9sec with the fastest time 
of 2hr 28min 34.5sec. Mo-
raes and Van Loon stopped 
the clocks in third and sev-
enth, but Yacopini lost over 
two hours with fuel pump is-
sues and was awarded a stage 

maximum time penalty. 
The second stage ran for 

222.13kms in the intense heat 
of the afternoon. Al Attiyah 
was again fastest and extend-
ed his lead to 5min 00.1sec. Al 
Rajhi came home in third be-
hind Moreas to maintain third 
overall. Yacopini was 14th but 
first stage issues had dropped 
the Argentine to 59th over-
all, while Van Loon slipped 
to 62nd after incurring stage 
time penalties when water en-
tered the Toyota’s engine at a 
muddy river crossing.

Al Attiyah said: “It was a 
good first day for us and we are 
leading by five minutes.”

Al Rajhi’s co-driver Orr 
added: “Two long stages and it 
was not easy for us. We opened 
the road and took it careful. It 
was slippery in the first sec-
tion and then we pushed a 
little more after the neutrali-
sation. Then we had a small 
incident at the end: the stage 
was blocked by the organisers. 
I was sure it was the good way 
but Yazeed wanted to check 
and we went back a little bit. 
I said no, we must break the 
tape. The organisers realised 
they made a mistake with this 
– it was the same area as the 
Prologue from the bikes – and 
they gave us the 27 seconds 
that we lost. That was fair. We 
didn’t have the best rhythm in 
the second one, but we are still 
second overnight.”

The third and final selec-
tive section ran for 159.88km 
on Sunday morning. Al Rajhi 
reduced Al Attiyah’s overall 
lead to 3min 02sec with the 
fastest time but the Qatari had 
done enough to secure a fifth 
win in Spain since 2008.

The FIA World Cup for 
Cross-Country Bajas resumes 
in Poland at the start of Sep-
tember.

Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah and co-driver Mathieu Baumel at a watersplash during the final stage of Baja Spain Aragon 2022 in Teruel on Sunday.

1-2-3 finish for Toyota 1. Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah (QAT)/Mathieu Baumel (FRA) Toyota GR DKR Hilux  7hr 20min 43.9sec
2. Yazeed Al Rajhi (SAU)/Michael Orr (GBR) Toyota Hilux Overdrive  7hr 23min 45.9sec
3. Lucas Moreas (BRA)/Kaique Bentivoglio (BRA) Toyota Hilux Overdrive  7hr 26min 09.6sec
4. Daniel Alonso (ESP)/Alejandro Lopez (ESP) Ford Ranger  7hr 45min 53.6sec
5. Luis Recuenco (ESP)/Sergio Peinado (ESP) Mini JCW Rally  7hr 49min 03.1sec
6. Joao Dias (PRT)/Joao Miranda (PRT) Can-Am Maverick X3 (T3)  7hr 55min 50.0sec
7. Santiago Carnicer (ESP)/Miguel Lazaro (ESP) Ford Ranger  7hr 57min 46.5sec
8. Dani Sordo (ESP)/Candido Carrera (ESP) Can-Am Maverick X3 (T3)  7hr 58min 03.1sec
9. Alejandro Martins (PRT)/Jose Marques (PRT) Mini JCW Rally  7hr 58min 56.0sec
10. Cristina Gutierrez (ESP)/Pablo Moreno (ESP) G Rally Team OT3 (T3)  8hr 00min 13.1sec
11. Pedro Carvalho (PRT)/Nuno Morais (PRT) Can-Am Maverick X3  8hr 01min 33.7sec
12. Petr Hozak (CZE)/Rene Kilian (CZE) Mini Paceman Proto  8hr 03min 23.3sec.

Baja Spain Aragon – Result (unofficial)
Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah scored his fifth win in Spain to add to his 
previous victories in 2008, 2016, 2017 and 2021.

Double upset in 4x100 relays as US eves, Canada men take gold
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

THE United States denied a 
star-studded Jamaican team 
the gold in the women’s 4x100 
metres at the world athletics 
championships in Eugene, Or-
egon on Saturday, while Can-
ada upset the US in the men’s 
sprint relay.

Twanisha “TeeTee” Terry 
held off 200m champion Sher-
icka Jackson in the home stretch 
of the women’s 4x100 relay to 
finish in 41.14 seconds, in front 
of a delighted home crowd.

“Coming into here, we 
knew we had to have the 
chemistry,” Terry was quoted 
as saying by World Athletics. 
“We had to move the baton 
through the exchanges. You 
can have the fastest...legs, but 
if you don’t move the baton 
around the track, then what 
are you doing? “So we knew 
we had to focus on ourselves 
and trust one another.” 

The Jamaican quartet, also 
featuring 100m champion and 
200m silver medallist Shelly-
Ann Fraser-Pryce, had trouble 
in the first changeover between 
Kemba Nelson and five-time 
Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson-Herah and finished 
.04 seconds behind the hosts.

Tatjana Pinto, Alexandra 
Burghardt, Gina Lückenkem-
per and Rebekka Haase mean-
while earned Germany a first 
medal in Eugene with 42.03 
seconds for bronze, Moments 
later in the men’s 4x100, Can-
ada denied the hosts a relay 
double, while Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland took 
home the bronze.

Olympic champion An-
dre De Grasse, who withdrew 
from the 200m in Eugene hav-
ing recently tested positive for 
Covid-19, held off Marvin Bra-
cy of the US to bring Canada 
home in 37.48.

“It’s special to win here. 
There are many Canadians 
cheering us on.

It’s not on home soil, but it 
felt like it,” he said.

Favourites the US, who 
featured 200m champion 
Noah Lyles, ended .07 seconds 
behind, while Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland took 

home the bronze in 37.83.
Tokyo Olympic champion 

Emmanuel Korir of Kenya 
took off in the final stages of 

the men’s 800m to clock a 
season-best 1 minute 43.71 
seconds and claim a maiden 
world title.

The Kenyan was followed 
by Algeria’s Damel Sedjati, 
whose fast finish gave him a 
.14 edge over the 1:44.28 of 
Canada’s Marco Arop, who 
had to settle for bronze after 
leading for most of the race.

In the women’s 5,000m, 
1500m silver medallist Gudaf 
Tsegay of Ethiopia took home 
the gold in a cagey race that 
was decided in the last lap, fin-
ishing in 14:46.29, .36 ahead 
of Kenya’s Beatrice Chebet. 
Tsegay’s compatriot Dawit 
Seyaum closed the podium 
with 14:47.36.

Dutch star Sifan Hassan, 
who was aiming for a long-dis-
tance double, looked set to go 
for the kill with 400m to go but 

ran out of steam after the last 
bend, finishing sixth in 14:48.12.

In the men’s triple jump, 
Olympic champion Pedro 
Pichardo was dominant as he 
took gold with 17.95 metres. 
Hugues Fabrice Zango took 
home the silver with 17.55m 
while China’s Yaming Zhu 
won bronze with 17.31m.

In the men’s javelin, Gre-
nada’s Anderson Peters was 
in a class of his own as he be-
came only the second man in 
history to defend his world 
title in the discipline. His first 
throw of 90.21m would have 
secured him the gold, but he 
still went on to better it twice, 
with 90.46m and then 90.54m 
in his last attempt.

Canada’s Andre De Grasse (C) crosses the finish line to win the men’s 4x100m relay final during the World 
Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

USA’s Twanisha Terry (bottom R) crosses the finish line to win the women’s 4x100m relay final during the 
World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold medalists Aaron Brown, Jerome Blake, Brendon Rodney and An-
dre De Grasse of Team Canada pose during the medal ceremony for 
the men’s 4x100m relay in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

Gold medalists Melissa Jefferson, 
Jenna Prandini, Twanisha Terry 
and Abby Steiner of Team United 
States celebrate after the medal 
ceremony for women’s 4x100m 
relay in Eugene, Oregon, on Sat-
urday. (Getty Images/AFP)
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AARON HEISEN
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

AS Portugal’s Pedro Pichardo 
awaited his score on his first 
triple jump attempt, he stood 
with his hands on his hips 
staring into the crowd. He 
sported a confident look on his 
face and for good reason – he 
had produced a world-leading 
jump of 17.95m at Hayward 
Field on Saturday.

It was only the third at-
tempt of the triple jump com-
petition at the World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22, 
but it stood tall for the remain-
der of the event.

“I opened strongly,” Pich-
ardo said. “Since I left my 
residence, my mindset was fo-
cused on 18 metres. It did not 
come out today, but more im-
portantly, I won gold.”

Pichardo outlasted Burki-
na Faso’s silver medallist Hu-
gues Fabrice Zango (17.55m) 
and China’s bronze medallist 
Zhu Yaming (17.31m), to con-
tinue his reign at the top of the 
triple jump competition.

Pichardo won triple jump 
gold at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games, but the gold he earned 
on Saturday was his first on 
the World Championships 
stage. Prior to winning that 

gold, Pichardo had earned sil-
ver medals at both the 2013 
and 2015 World Champion-
ships.

“This world title was elu-
sive to me,” Pichardo said. 
“I had two silver medals and 
tried to win gold and achieved 
it today.”

After setting the tone with 
his first jump, Pichardo fol-
lowed that up with a jump of 
17.92m, which ended up being 
the second best attempt of the 
event.

The triple jump podium 
consisted of the same com-
petitors as the one in Tokyo, 
where Zhu earned silver and 
Zango earned the bronze. That 
order flipped on Saturday.

Zango is one of two athletes 
at the World Championships 

from Burkina Faso. The other, 
Marthe Koala, did not par-
ticipate in the women’s long 
jump. Before taking bronze in 
Tokyo, Zango earned bronze 
in Doha, where he finished 
behind USA’s Christian Taylor 
and Will Claye.

“I was motivated to win 
gold, but there’s not much left 
in my legs,” Zango said. 

“Looking at the season, I 
was a bit off my regular per-
formance. I went out there to 
explore. To manage 17.55m is 
good.”

In Tokyo, Zhu jumped a 
personal best of 17.57m to take 
the silver medal. On Saturday, 
he fell short of that mark by 
26 centimetres on his way to 
earning bronze.

“I am pretty happy with 

the medal,” Zhu said. 
“However, I am not satis-

fied with my performance to-
day. It was a bit below average. 
The preparation did not go as 
well as I planned.”

Italians Andrea Dallavalle 
and Emmanuel Ihemeje fin-
ished fourth and fifth respec-
tively. Ihemeje, who won the 
NCAA title in June, entered 
the final round at his first 
World Championships in sixth 
place. On that jump he pro-
duced 17.14m, which vaulted 
him into fifth ahead of USA’s 
Donald Scott.

Cuba’s world indoor 
champion Lazaro Martinez 
fouled each of his three jumps, 
so didn’t make it through 
to the final trio of attempts.  
 (World Athletics)

Pichardo leaps to 17.95m 
for world triple jump title

Pedro Pichardo of Team Portugal during the men’s triple jump final at the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Since I left my residence, 
my mindset was focused on 
18 metres. It did not come 
out today, but more 
importantly, I won gold.
Pedro Pichardo of PortugalIndia’s Neeraj Chopra competes in the men’s javelin throw final at the World Athletics Championships at 

Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

India’s Chopra vows to 
give his best at CWG 

2022 after Worlds silver
ANI

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

AFTER winning a historic 
silver at the World Athletics 
Championships in Oregon, 
Neeraj Chopra expressed 
delight and said that he will 
give his best in the upcoming 
Commonwealth Games 2022. 
Neeraj recorded a distance of 
88.13m in his fourth attempt 
in the men’s javelin throw fi-
nal and secured the second 
position.

“The only thing in my 
mind was to apply full force in 
the final. And that’s what I did. 
I had a bit of a problem in the 
first three throws but made a 
good comeback too. And I 
managed it and won the silver 
medal all went well,” Neeraj 
Chopra told ANI after winning 
the silver medal.

Commonwealth Games 
2022 will take place in Bir-
mingham from July 28 to Au-
gust 8.

Talking about the upcom-
ing Commonwealth Games 
2022 preparations, the To-
kyo Olympics gold medallist 
said, “Now there is no time to 
strengthen the preparations 
for the event, because now 
whatever I have preparation 
is there, it is enough to per-
form well in Games. I will give 
my best in Commonwealth 
Games.”

On becoming the just sec-
ond Indian after Anju Bobby 
George to win a medal in 
World Athletics Champion-
ship, Neeraj expressed delight 

and said the best part of the 
tournament was that many 
Indians made it to the finals of 
the prestigious event.

“Feeling great for our 
country. And the best part 
is that more of our athletes 
reached the finals,” he added.

Talking about the time 
when his throw went down in 
the final, Neeraj said, “Some-
times it happens like this. My 
aim was to stay motivated till 
the last and keep the focus till 
the last good throw. And the 
Throws were good.”

The Olympic medallist 
started the proceedings with 
a foul throw, which was fol-
lowed by 82.39m and 86.37m. 
It was finally in the fourth at-
tempt when he recorded the 
distance of 88.13m, which put 
him in contention for the sil-

ver medal.
The last two attempts by 

Neeraj went foul throws, and 
thus, he ended up in the sec-
ond position. The first position 
was held by defending cham-
pion Anderson Peters of Gre-
nada, who recorded a distance 
of 90.54m.

Neeraj also became India’s 
first ever track and field ath-
lete to take the silver medal 
in the World Championships, 
and second to bag a podium 
finish after the legendary long 
jumper Anju Bobby George 
had finished third in the Paris 
Worlds in 2003.

On the other hand, World 
Championships debutant 
Rohit Yadav finished at the 
10th position after making at-
tempts of 78.72m, 78.05m and 
77.95m.

Silver medallist India’s Neeraj Chopra (L), gold medallist Grenada’s 
Anderson Peters (C) and bronze medallist Czech Republic’s Jakub 
Vadlejch pose on the podium during the medal ceremony for the 
men’s javelin throw at the World Athletics Championships at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (AFP)

Gold for Korir in 800m, Tsegay wins 5000m
DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

TOKYO Olympic champion 
Emmanuel Korir of Kenya 
claimed a maiden world title 
in the 800m as Gudaf Tsegay 
took gold in a tactical 5,000m 
at the world athletic champi-
onships in Eugene in the US 
state of Oregon on Saturday.

Korir took off in the final 
stages of the men’s 800m to 
clock a season-best 1 minute 
43.71 seconds. 

The Kenyan was followed 
by Algeria’s Damel Sedjati, 
whose fast finish gave him a 
.14 edge over the 1:44.28 of 
Canada’s Marco Arop, who 
had to settle for bronze after 
leading for most of the race.

In the women’s 5,000m, 
1500m silver medallist Gudaf 
Tsegay of Ethiopia took home the gold in a cagey race that 

was decided in the last lap, fin-
ishing in 14:46.29, .36 ahead 
of Kenya’s Beatrice Chebet. 
Tsegay’s compatriot Dawit 
Seyaum closed the podium 
with 14:47.36.

Dutch star Sifan Hassan, 
who was aiming for a long-dis-
tance double, looked set to go 
for the kill with 400m to go but 
ran out of steam after the last 
bend, finishing sixth in 14:48.12.

Emmanuel Kipkurui Korir of Team Kenya on winning gold in the men’s 
800m at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)Gudaf Tsegay of Team Ethiopia 

celebrates winning gold in the 
women’s 5000m at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 in Eugene, Oregon, on 
Saturday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Xavi hails Lewandowski  
after Barca friendly debut

DPA
MADRID 

ROBERT Lewandowski was 
especially praised by Barce-
lona coach Xavi after making 
his debut in a 1-0 friendly win 
over arch-rivals Real Madrid 
near La Vegas.

The former Bayern Munich 
striker started the game and was 
substituted for Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang after the break.

“Robert is a world star. A 
world star who has come to us 
with incredible humility,” Xavi 

said, adding that Lewandows-
ki had adapted to the team 
“very quickly.” 

He said he was “very happy” 
with the close-season signings 
of Lewandowski and Brazilian 
Raphinha, who scored the win-
ning goal in the 27th minute.

Xavi was pleased with the 
victory against the Spanish re-
cord champions and stressed: 
“For me, there are no friendlies.” 

Real Madrid, with Germany 
defender Antonio Rüdiger as a 
reinforcement, were playing 
the first match of their US trip. 

Barcelona coach Xavi appeals to officials for a handball against Real 
Madrid during the international friendly between Barcelona and Real 
Madrid at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Saturday. (AFP)

Haaland enjoying Grealish ‘vibe’ 
after debut Manchester City goal

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

MANCHESTER City new boy 
Erling Haaland is relishing his 
blossoming partnership with 
Jack Grealish after the Eng-
land international helped him 
mark his debut with a first goal 
for the club.

The 22-year-old Norwe-
gian, a signing from Borus-
sia Dortmund, needed just 12 
minutes to do what he does 
best, converting Grealish’s 
cross to secure a 1-0 friendly 
victory over Bayern Munich on 
a stormy Saturday evening at 
Lambeau Field in Green Bay.

Haaland has already been 
impressed with the former As-
ton Villa playmaker, who has 
struggled to make the impact 
he might have hoped following 
his switch to the Etihad Sta-
dium last August, but is con-
vinced there is much more to 
come from the pair.

He told Sky Sports: “He’s 
good. He has to get better, I 

have to get better, but good 
link. I like the vibe around him, 
so it’s going to be fun.” 

Haaland’s involvement 
in front of a crowd of almost 
80,000 was limited to just 41 
minutes on a night when kick-
off was delayed because of an 
electrical storm and then play 
paused for almost 45 minutes 
by another. However, it did not 

take him long to demonstrate 
the prowess in which City have 
invested so heavily.

He said: “As you probably 
all know, I’ve been watching 
a lot of City games for the last 
years and the last years have 
been without a striker, so of 
course I’ve been seeing myself 
in these kind of situations to-
day, so I’m not surprised.” 

Erling Haaland of Manchester City throws his shirt into the crowd after 
the pre-season friendly match between Bayern Munich and Manchester 
City at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on Saturday. (Getty/AFP)

France’s head coach Corinne Diacre (C) celebrates with players after 
winning the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 quarter-final against Nether-
lands at the New York Stadium, in Rotherham, on Saturday. (AFP)

France want to make history 
in first ever Euros semis

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

CORINNE Diacre said France 
were “here to build history” 
after they got past holders the 
Netherlands to reach the semi-
finals of the Women’s Euros 
for the first time. 

Les Bleues secured a 1-0 
victory over the Dutch in 
Rotherham thanks to Eve Per-
isset’s penalty in the first half 
of extra time.

They advance to a meet-
ing with eight-time winners 
Germany in Milton Keynes on 
Wednesday, a first appearance 
in the last four of the competi-
tion after making quarter-final 
exits at last three editions.

Boss Diacre, who took 
charge shortly after Euro 
2017, said: “That’s not our his-
tory. We’re here to build his-
tory. We want to make history 
for ourselves, and there is still 
a bit of a way to go.”
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New Balance unveils Al Sadd home kit for new 2022-23 season
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA 

NEW Balance has unveiled the 
Al Sadd SC home kit for the 
new 2022/23 season.

The new dynamic design 
has incorporated a unique au-
thentic connection to the her-
itage and history of the club 
but with modern aesthetics. 
The jersey represents a new 
exciting statement for 2022/3 
season. The crisp white home 
jersey is accented with black V-
neck detailing for a pop of con-
trast, whilst matching shorts 
and socks complete the look. 

The Goalkeeper jersey re-
mains a vibrant hue, in hi lite 
yellow, and a very subtle trian-
gular wave pattern, perfectly 
contrasting the outfield kit.

CEO of Al Sadd SC, Turki 
Al Ali said, “Our new home jer-
sey draws its inspiration from 
both our Club’s rich history 
and Qatar’s distinctive archi-
tecture. We are about to wel-
come the world into our coun-
try to celebrate football, and 
it only made sense to create a 
jersey that honors a wealth of 
our history and heritage. We 
are confident that our new jer-
sey will be equally adored by 
our fans and football visitors” 

Regional General Man-
ager of New Balance MENA, 
Stuart Henwood, added: “The 
Al Sadd Club has such a great 
tradition and history. We are 
very excited to deliver innova-
tive kits for the 2022/3 season 
with the designs inspired by 
a connection to the history of 

the club and unique landscape 
of the country.”

The home jersey release 
forms part of New Balance’s 
season long campaign for Al 
Sadd SC called “Qatar Is Now”. 

Al Sadd SC positions itself 
as a club for the community, 
not only locally but also in-

ternationally, the creative was 
informed by the clubs passion 
for its fans and how all fans are 
part their family, a club for the 
country and the world.

New Balance Football has 
employed cutting-edge design 

technology across all 22/23 
jerseys to ensure superior per-
formance. 

Developed using innova-
tive NB Dry technology to 
help keep players fresh and 
dry from the first to the final 

whistle.
The New Balance Al Sadd 

SC 22/23 home kit is available 
to order now across the clubs 
fan store, on-line store, and 

the New Balance store in The 
Dubai Mall, and from the 29th 
July fans will be able to find 
the kit in Go Sport and Sports 
Corner.

Al Sadd Sports Club CEO Turki Al Ali reveals the new Al Sadd shirt 
with Stuart Henwood, General Manager, New Balance. 

Vingegaard wins Tour de France

STATS PERFORM/DPA  
PARIS

JONAS Vingegaard sealed a 
maiden Tour de France title in 
Paris after finishing safely in 
the chasing bunch on the final 
stage, which was won by Jas-
per Philipsen.

Team Jumbo-Visma rider 
Vingegaard led back-to-back 
champion Tadej Pogacar by 
more than three and a half min-
utes heading into the largely 
processional finale on Sunday.

The Dane saw out the job in 
a stress-free manner - even en-
joying some champagne dur-
ing the 116-kilometre stretch 
- to end Pogacar’s spell of Gen-
eral Classification dominance.

A few packs of riders tried to 
break free of the bunch on the 
Champs-Elysees, setting up a 
frantic late sprint that saw Bel-
gium’s Philipsen earn his sec-
ond stage win of this year’s race.

Vingegaard crossed over 
moments later, in unison with 
his Jumbo-Visma team after 
retaining the yellow jersey, 
which he had been in posses-
sion of since stage 11.

He was also crowned King 
of the Mountains, while team-
mate Wout van Aert joined the 
celebrations in his green jersey 
after another solid outing.

“It’s just incredible. I’ve 
finally won the Tour,” Ving-
egaard said.

“Now nothing can go 
wrong any more. I’m sitting 
here with my daughter. It’s 

just incredible.
“It is the biggest cycling 

race of the year, the biggest 
one you can win and now I 
have done it. Nobody can take 
this away from me.”

Jumbo-Visma are the first 
team to win the yellow, polka 
dot and green jerseys at the 
same edition of the race since 
Faema managed the feat in 
1969, thanks to Eddy Merckx.

Pogacar never came within 
two minutes and 18 seconds of 
Vingegaard in the GC, once the 
Danish rider had the lead.

The Slovenian therefore 
had to settle for the consola-
tion prize of the white jersey for 
a third year running, with that 
award given to the best-placed 
rider under the age of 26.

It was rather fitting that 
this year’s Tour de France, 
which started with the first 
three races in Denmark three 
weeks ago, was won by a Dane 
for just the second time, after 
Bjarne Riis in 1996. Indeed, 
it is the first time in 30 years 
that the winner of the race has 
been a native of the country 
where the race started.

Vingegaard was a fitting 
winner in the GC, though Sun-
day’s 21st and final leg also be-
longed to Philipsen, who add-
ed to his stage 15 triumph with 
another victory on the famous 
streets of Paris.

“It’s a childhood dream 
coming true - this will take 
a while to realise,” Philipsen 
said. “I’m super proud of the 
team for finishing the Tour 
like this. It went ideal for me. I 
was in a great position. I’m su-
per happy and proud to win on 
this beautiful Champs-Elysees 
by the Arc de Triomphe.” 
Stage Results
1. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) 2:58:32 2. Dylan 
Groenewegen (Team BikeEx-
change-Jayco) same time 3. 
Alexander Kristoff (Intermarche-
Wanty-Gobert) same time 4. 
Jasper Stuyven (Trek-Segafredo) 
same time 5. Peter Sagan (Team 
TotalEnergies) same time.
Final Standings
General Classification 1. 
Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 
79:33:20 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) +2:43 3. Geraint 
Thomas (INEOS Grenadiers) 
+7:22 Points Classification 1. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 
480 2. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) 286 3. Tadej Pogacar 
(UAE Team Emirates) 250 King 
of the Mountains 1. Jonas 
Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 72 2. 
Simon Geschke (Cofidis) 65 3. Gi-
ulio Ciccone (Trek-Segafredo) 61.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey raises his 
bicycle, next to his partner Trine and daughter Frida (2nd R) as he celebrates winning the 109th edition 
of the Tour de France cycling race, after the 21st and final stage, 115,6 km between La Defense Arena in 
Nanterre, outside Paris, and the Champs-Elysees in Paris, France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Cricket Scotland 
board resigns ahead 
of report into racism

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THE board of Cricket Scotland 
has resigned ahead of the pub-
lication of an independent re-
port into racism.

The report will come out 
on Monday, though on Sat-
urday Cricket Scotland said 
it was “truly sorry” to anyone 
who was abused while playing 
the sport.

The review has been con-
ducted after Scotland’s all-
time leading wicket-taker Ma-
jid Haq told Sky Sports News 
that Cricket Scotland was “in-
stitutionally racist”, while for-
mer team-mate Qasim Sheikh 
said he had also suffered racist 
abuse.

Aamer Anwar, the lawyer 
representing the two play-
ers, told Sky the report could 
prove “devastating” for Crick-
et Scotland.

In a statement reacting 
to Sunday’s resignations, a 
spokesperson for Cricket Scot-
land said: “Cricket Scotland 
will work in partnership with 
sportscotland with immedi-
ate effect to ensure appropri-
ate governance, leadership 
and support is in place for the 
organisation and the sport in 

the days ahead, and these ar-
rangements will be reviewed 
after the publication of the 
report into racism in cricket 
in Scotland and updates given 
accordingly.” 

The resignation letter from 
the outgoing board referred to 
the review being “truly trans-
formative, not just for Cricket 
Scotland but the sport of crick-
et” and said it would “provide a 
watershed moment for Scottish 
sport and society in general”.

The outgoing board re-
peated its apology, but said 
that despite taking steps to 
improve the governance of 
Cricket Scotland, it could not 
meet the timescales of actions 
the report will recommend.

The statement added: 
“While the board has not 
been given sight of the review 
report, it is now aware of the 
proposed timescales and of 
certain mandated actions pro-
posed within the report that 
it believes make the delivery 
of these two programmes un-
achievable within the timeta-
ble proposed and the current 
governance framework.

“Consequently, we believe 
we must now step aside to ena-
ble the required progress to be 
made in the coming months.”

Musetti stuns Alcaraz on Hamburg clay for first ATP title
DPA

HAMBURG 

LORENZO Musetti shocked 
favourite Carlos Alcaraz on the 
Hamburg clay to win the Eu-
ropean Open on Sunday and 
his first ATP title.

The 20-year-old Italian 
beat the 19-year-old Spaniard 
6-4, 7-6 (8-6), 6-4.

Despite the defeat, Alcaraz 
will enter the top five of the 
world rankings for the first 
time. He is the youngest player 

to do so since fellow Spaniard 
Rafael Nadal in 2005.

Musetti was in his first 
ATP final and is being talked 
in the same breath as Alcaraz 
as a potential future star of 
men’s tennis. He put his rival 
on the back foot by confidently 
taking the first set and had 
match point in the second set 
tiebreak, only to give away the 
set with a double fault.

But Musetti pounced on a 
break late on in the third set to 
reign supreme over a man who 

had won four tournaments al-
ready this year.

On Saturday, American 
Bernarda Pera stunned top 
seed Anett Kontaveit to win 
the WTA tournament at the 
joint Hamburg event.

The European Open - 
along with some other tennis 
tournaments this week - is out 
of sync with the rest of the cal-
endar, with clay tournaments 
normally coming in the build-
up to the French Open in May 
and June.

Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during the European Open final against Span-
iard Carlos Alcaraz in Hamburg on Sunday.

Ruud rallies to down Berrettini 
in Swiss Open title defence 

Casper Ruud mounted an impressive comeback to defend his 
Swiss Open crown, seeing off Matteo Berrettini in a three-set thriller 
in Gstaad. The Norwegian, the beaten finalist at this year’s French 
Open, made it successive triumphs at Roy Emerson Arena, after 
overcoming a first-set deficit to win 4-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-2. It takes clay 
specialist Ruud to an eighth overall title on the surface and a third 
of the year, following victories at the Argentina Open in February and 
Geneva Open in May. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Tiesj Benoot (L), Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert (2nd R) and 
Jumbo-Visma team’s French rider Christophe Laporte (R) celebrate the overall victory of their teammate Jumbo-
Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey (2nd L) as they cross 
the finish line of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, after the 21st and final stage, 115,6 km 
between La Defense Arena in Nanterre, outside Paris, and the Champs-Elysees in Paris  on Sunday. (AFP)

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider 
Jonas Vingegaard celebrates on 
the podium with the overall lead-
er’s yellow jersey after winning 
the 109th edition of the Tour de 
France at the Champs-Elysees in 
Paris on Sunday. (AFP)
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Championship leader Verstappen wins 
French GP after Leclerc crashes out

DPA
BERLIN

MAX Verstappen won the 
French Grand Prix to extend 
his advantage in the Formula 
One world championship af-
ter Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
crashed out when leading on 
Sunday.

Leclerc prevailed in Austria 
last time out to put pressure 
on Red Bull’s Verstappen, but 
all that work was undone in Le 
Castellet as Ferrari’s run of mis-
takes this season continued.

“We just tried to stay calm 
and stay close. Unlucky for 
Charles, I hope he’s okay. It 
was all about looking after the 
tyres until the end,” Verstap-
pen said.

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton 
finished an impressive sec-
ond in his 300th grand prix, 
the best position for his team 
this season, with team-mate 
George Russell third after a 
late overtake of Sergio Perez.

Monaco’s Leclerc screamed 
in anger from the cockpit after 
spinning and hitting the barri-
ers on lap 18 of 53.

It was the third time this 
season Leclerc has retired 
when leading a race. He has 
only converted five of his 16 
career F1 poles into wins.

Defending champion 
Verstappen is now 63 points 
ahead of Leclerc in the stand-
ings after 12 of 22 races thanks 
to seven wins this season.

Leclerc initially blamed the 
crash on the throttle, which 

was a problem in Austria, but 
his wearing tyres could also 
have been a factor and he later 
owned up to a driver error.

“I’m performing at a high 
level, as I have been doing 
all season, but if I keep doing 
these mistakes it is pointless,” 
he told the BBC.

The safety car came out 
following his crash, allowing 
Verstappen to quickly take the 
lead having earlier pitted first 
in a bid to undercut Leclerc, 
who had made a superb start 
from pole and repelled an at-
tack from the Dutchman on 
lap seven.

Mexico’s Perez started 
third on the grid but was over-
taken straight away by Ham-
ilton on the 5.842-kilometres 
Circuit Paul Ricard.

The seven-times world 
champion had been enduring 
a difficult season and Mer-
cedes boss Toto Wolff had la-
mented the car’s performance 
in French qualifying. But the 
Briton made a mockery of all 
that with a masterful drive.

“That’s an incredible re-
sult for the team,” Hamilton, 
whose water bottle malfunc-
tioned in the heat, said over 
the radio.

Leclerc had sealed pole on 
Saturday thanks to a flying lap 
where he was partly helped by 
team-mate Carlos Sainz’s slip-
stream.

Sainz started on the back 
row of the grid due to needing 
new engine components and 
fought his way up to third on 

the multi-coloured track near 
Marseille, getting past Red 
Bull’s Perez in an enthralling 
duel.

However, he had to serve 
a five-second penalty for an 
unsafe release and finished 
fifth, with the timing of a  Ferrari pit-stop also ques- tionable. The Spaniard also 

set the fastest lap.
Perez and Russell then 

made contact in the battle for 
third and the Briton passed 
the Mexican when he ap-
peared to be snoozing as a late 
virtual safety car period ended. 
It was a first double podium of 
the year for former dominant 
team Mercedes.

Verstappen also won last 
year’s race in Le Castellet, 
which is set to drop off the cal-
endar after this year.

F1 moves to Hungary next 
weekend before an extended 
break.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates after  
winning the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard 
in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

The car of Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc is evacuated after he crashed during the French 
Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull) 1h 30:02.112, 2. 
Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) at 10.587, 3. George 
Russell (GBR/Mercedes) 16.495, 4. Sergio Pérez (MEX/
Red Bull) 17.310, 5. Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 28.872, 
6. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 42.879, 7. 
Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 52.026, 8. 
Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault) 56.959, 9. Daniel 
Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes) 1:00.372, 10. Lance 
Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1:02.549, 11. 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 
1:04.494, 12. Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 
1:05.448, 13. Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes) 
1:08.565, 14. Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo) 1:16.666, 
15.Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1:20.394, 
16.Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo) six laps.
Fastest lap: Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 1:35.781 on 

51st lap (average speed: 221.418 km/h)
Did not finish: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Yuki Tsunoda 
(JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-
Ferrari), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes)
World championship standings:
Drivers: 1. Max Verstappen (NED) 233 pts, 2. Charles 
Leclerc (MON) 170, 3. Sergio Pérez (MEX) 163, 4. 
Carlos Sainz (ESP) 144, 5. George Russell (GBR) 143, 
6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 127, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 
70, 8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 56, 9. Valtteri Bottas (FIN) 
46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 37.
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 396 pts, 2. Ferrari 314, 3. 
Mercedes 270, 4. Alpine-Renault 93, 5. McLaren-
Mercedes 89, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. 
AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 19, 
10. Williams-Mercedes 3

Results & Standings

The GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally Team (WRT) pulled off a one-two finish for the GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric vehicle in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) at Rally Estonia.

1-2 finish for Gazoo Racing 
at eventful Rally Estonia

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DUBAI 

THE GAZOO Racing (GR) 
World Rally Team (WRT) 
pulled off a one-two finish for 
the GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric vehicle in the FIA 
World Rally Championship 
(WRC) at Rally Estonia, as 
Kalle Rovanperä continued his 
remarkable 2022 season with 
his fifth victory from the last six 
events after a high-speed battle 
with team-mate Elfyn Evans.

Having scored maximum 
points toward the manufac-
turers’ championship during 
the eventful race, Toyota now 
leads by 87 points.

After a series of rougher 
gravel events, the smooth and 
fast stages of Estonia provided 
a test for the outright perfor-
mance of the GR YARIS Rally1 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle that 
dominated the seventh round of 
the WRC 2022 season. Despite 
short and sharp rain showers 
making conditions extremely 
changeable and unpredictable 
for the drivers, the vehicle re-
corded the fastest time in all 22 
full-length stages.

Even though the final two 
stages saw the worst of the 
weather posing challenges to 
both Rovanperä and Evans, 
they maintained their overall 

positions. They then made the 
most of improving conditions 
as the sun came out for their 
runs at the deciding Power 
Stage, with Rovanperä set-
ting the best time by a huge 
22.5 seconds over Evans to 
claim maximum points for 
himself and co-driver Jonne 
Halttunen, who increased 
their championship lead to 83 
points after seven of 13 rounds. 
Evans and his co-driver Scott 
Martin have climbed to third 
in the standings after a second 
straight second-place finish 
and their third of the season.

Akio Toyoda, President, 
and CEO of Toyota Motor Cor-
poration commented: “Kalle 
and Jonne, congratulations 
on back-to-back victories af-
ter Kenya, the fifth win this 
season, and two consecutive 
victories in Estonia! For Elfyn 
and Scott, it’s their third sec-
ond-place finish this season. 
The points they earned mean 
a lot for the team and I know 
they will be reliable in the sec-

ond half of the season as well. 
I’m really looking forward to 
the second half of the 2022 
season and I believe our fans 
are feeling the same way. We 
will continue to do our best 
to meet your expectations. 
Thank you very much for your 
continued support.” 

Over the years, Toyota 
has been participating in 
many different forms of mo-
torsports,  including Formula 
One, the World Endurance 
Championship (WEC), and 
the Nürburgring 24  Hours 
endurance race. Toyota’s par-
ticipation in these events was 
overseen by separate  entities 
within the company until April 
2015, when Toyota established 
GR,  to consolidate all of its 
motorsport’s activities under 
one in-house brand. 

Representing  Toyota’s be-
lief that ‘the roads build the 
people, and the people build the 
cars,’ GR highlights the role of 
motorsports as a fundamental 
pillar of Toyota’s commitment 
to  making ‘ever-better’ cars. 

Rally Finland, which will 
take place from August 4-7, is 
the fastest rally on the calendar 
and also a home rally for the GR 
WRT, which has its headquar-
ters close to the service park in 
Jyväskylä and has won each of 
the last four editions.

Toyota leads 
Manufacturers’ 

Championship by 87 
points after Round 7 of 
2022 FIA World Rally 

Championship 

Leclerc admits mistakes scuppering title hopes 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc took all the 
blame for an “unacceptable” 
crash at the French Grand Prix 
as Ferrari suffered the misery 
of seeing the race leader blow 
a chance of victory.

The 24-year-old from Mo-
naco sent his car into a wall of 
tyres of Turn 11 at Circuit Paul 
Ricard on lap 18, having start-
ed on pole position.

He had been chasing a 
fourth win of the season and 
was set to narrow the gap to 
Formula One championship 
leader Max Verstappen.

Yet Verstappen took ad-
vantage of Leclerc’s blunder 
to win the race and tighten his 

grip on first place in the driv-
ers’ standings.

A regretful Leclerc said: “I’m 

losing too many points: seven in 
Imola, 25 here, because honest-
ly we were probably the strong-

est car on track today.
“If we lost the champion-

ship by 32 points at the end of 
the season I will know where 
they are coming from, and it’s 
unacceptable.” 

He said he would go away 
and look again at what went 
wrong, but Leclerc had little 
doubt it was all on him.

“To me, it’s a mistake,” he 
said. “It’s just trying to push 
too much, and then I lost the 
rear. It’s been a very difficult 
weekend for me, I struggled a 
lot with the balance of the car.

“When it’s warm like this, 
it’s very difficult to be consist-
ent, and I’ve been [finding it] 
very difficult to put laps to-
gether, and I did a mistake at 
the wrong moment.”

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc walks in the pit lane after 
retired from the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul-
Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka score 315 for 6 on opening day
ICC

GALLE

SRI Lanka batters failed to 
convert their starts into big 
scores as the hosts ended day 
one of the second Test in Galle 
at 315/6 on Sunday.

Sri Lanka opted to bat first 
and opener Oshada Fernando 
continued his good form with 
the bat and along with captain 
Dimuth Karunaratne ensured 
that Sri Lanka were off to a 
comfortable start. 

The first hour was a quiet 
one with the hosts reaching 
36/0 in 12 overs. After gaining 
confidence both batters broke 
free and hit a couple of stun-
ning shots to push Sri Lanka’s 
scoring rate. Fernando was the 
faster of the two as he inched 
towards his seventh Test fifty. 

He got to the milestone 
with a six over mid-on but was 
immediately dismissed on the 
next ball, breaking the 92-run 
opening stand.

Three overs later, Kusal 
Mendis (3) departed due to an 
unfortunate run-out as he was 
out of the crease at the non-
striker’s end when the bowler 
diverted the ball onto the 
stumps. Lunch was then taken 
with Sri Lanka on 96/2.

Karunaratne could not last 

long after lunch either. In less 
than six overs after the lunch 
break, he was out off Yasir 
Shah while attempting a re-
verse sweep and ending up 
mishitting the ball to back-
ward point, where Naseem 
Shah held onto a sharp catch 
diving forward. 

Dinesh Chandimal walked 
in and continuing his recent 
purple patch, joined Mathews to 
help revive Sri Lanka’s innings. 

The pair brought up their 
half-century stand with ease 
and continued to persevere. 

Mathews got a reprieve on 36 
when he was dropped by Ba-
bar Azam at extra cover off 
Nauman Ali. Sri Lanka went to 
tea at 181/3.

The new ball then did the 
trick for Pakistan, as Naseem 
Shah rattled the middle stump 
to send de Silva back for 33. 
Niroshan Dickwell got a re-
prieve on 23, with Babar drop-
ping another catch, this time in 
the slips. Dickwella, along with 
Wellalage, saw through the re-
mainder of the day, as Sri Lan-
ka headed to stumps at 315/6.

Sri Lanka’s teenage Test debutant Dunith Wellalage (L) receives his cap from Angelo Mathews before the 
start of first day’s play of the second cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle  
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Sunday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka (1st innings)
O. Fernando c Rizwan b Nawaz  50
D. Karunaratne c Naseem b Yasir  40
K. Mendis run out (Salman)  3
A. Mathews c Rizwan b Nauman  42
D. Chandimal c Fawad b Nawaz  80
D. de Silva b Naseem  33
N. Dickwella not out  42
D. Wellalage not out  6
Extras: (b4, lb5, nb10)  19
Total: (For 6 wickets, 86 overs)  315
Still to bat: R. Mendis, P. Jayasuriya, A. Fernando.
Fall of wickets: 1-92 (Oshada), 2-96 (K. Mendis), 
3-120 (Karunaratne), 4-195 (Mathews), 5-258 
(Chandimal), 6-290 (de Silva).
Bowling: Hasan 12-3-45-0 (nb1), Naseem 12-3-34-1 
(nb5), Nauman 21-2-64-1 (nb2), Agha 6-0-25-0 
(nb1), Nawaz 17-2-71-2, Yasir 18-1-67-1 (nb1).

Scoreboard

Sri Lanka vs Pak: 2nd Test at Galle
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Fire Station launches new edition
of its Youth Summer Programme

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Fire Station has announce its an-
nual Youth Summer Programme 
for young artists in Qatar to help 
them explore new mediums and 
work under the mentorship of four 
multidisciplinary artists -- Hazim 
Al Hussain, Noof Al Theyab, Noora 
Al Saie and Paula Bouffard -- who 
each will conduct their own person-
al workshops for the public. This 
year the programme will start on 
July 31 and last until September 1.

events are scheduled weekly 
and will take place five times a 
week. 

The workshops comprise: 

Hazim al Hussain: acrylic 
PainTing TecHniques
(July 31 –August 4, 2022)

in the first week of the pro-

gramme, participants will in-
vestigate different painting 
methods and techniques using 
acrylic paint. They will be stud-
ying colour, perspective, har-
mony and contrast to produce 
an integrated painting. 

noof al THeyab: resin arT 
(August 7-11, 2022)

in the second week of the 
programme, participants will 
learn how to use resin and ex-
periment with different moulds 
and materials to create your own 
personal artwork.

 
noora al saie: Hey, iT is moving! 
(August 21-25, 2022)

in the third week of the pro-
gramme, people will explore the 
different types of animations 
and guide you to move your ran-
dom favourite daily objects and 

bring them to life.

Paula bouffard: fabric PaT-
Terning & design 
(August 28 –  September 1, 2022)

During the final week of the 
programme, guests will learn how 
to print on fabric using different 

techniques and explore several 
surface design basics, carve print-
ing blocks, experiment with sim-
ple shapes and colours. 

Khalifa Al Obaidly said: 
“This is not the first time Fire 
Station is running a special pro-
gramme to support young art-
ists. We see this as an important 
mission of our institution to 
support the young generations 
of creators. This year was no 
exception; during their master 
classes four artists will present 
their unique artistic approach-
es, show various techniques and 
help the participants unleash 
their creative potential.” 

The registration facility for 
the programme will be available 
through the Fire Station calendar 
one week prior to the workhop 
- https://firestation.org.qa/en/
calendar/

WCM-Q welcomes new cohort of future 
doctors with 3-day orientation program
Tribune news neTwork

Doha 

Weill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar (WCM-Q) has inducted 
its new class of trainee physi-
cian-scientists to the college 
with a three-day orientation 
programme which concluded 
with an opening exercises 
ceremony. 

This year’s intake brings 
49 new medical students to 
WCM-Q, 47 of whom were 
promoted after completing the 
college’s two-year pre-medical 
curriculum, while two were ad-
mitted from other universities. 

The students spent the 
three days of orientation 
learning about WCM-Q’s 
four-year medical curricu-
lum, getting fitted for their 
scrubs, getting to know the 
faculty and their peers, and 
undertaking sessions on study 
skills, student support, cultur-
al competence in health care 
and college policies. 

The college also welcomed 
51 new pre-medical students. 
There are also 24 high school 
graduates joining the Founda-
tion Programme, the majority 
of whom are Qatari nationals. 

The pre-medical and foun-
dation students had a separate 
orientation programme, which 
included a tour of WCM-Q’s 
state-of-the-art campus fol-
lowed by sessions on time 
management, academic expec-
tations and integrity, student 
health and wellness, as well 
as a reading project and op-
portunities to get to know the 
faculty and fellow students. 
There was also a completion 
ceremony for returning Foun-
dation Programme students 
now entering the pre-medical 
curriculum. 

Combined, the two-year 
pre-medical curriculum and 
four-year medical curriculum 
form the WCM-Q integrated 
Six-Year Medical Programme. 

The Foundation Pro-
gramme provides intensive 
instruction in the basic sci-
ences, english and mathemat-
ics to prepare students for the 
rigors of the Six-Year Medi-
cal Program. The orientation 
programmes, coordinated by 
WCM-Q’s Division of Student 
Affairs, are designed to help 

students become familiar with 
the curriculum, facilities, peo-
ple and processes of the col-
lege so that they can quickly 
begin learning the material 
they need to understand to 
thrive at the college. 

For the students beginning 
the two-year pre-medical cur-
riculum, the orientation pro-
gramme concluded with the 
ibn Sina pinning ceremony, 
named after one of the most 
important scholars of the is-
lamic Golden Age. 

Meanwhile, orientation 
for the students entering the 
four-year medical curriculum 
culminated with the White 
Coat Ceremony, at which they 

donned the white coats and 
stethoscopes of their chosen 
profession for the first time in 
a symbolic rite of passage. 

The keynote address at the 
ceremony was given by WCM-
Q Class of 2011 alumnus Dr 
Mahrukh rizvi, now assistant 
professor at WCM-Q and a 
critical and intensive care con-
sultant and Hamad Medical 
Corporation. 

Dr Javaid Sheikh, dean of 
WCM-Q, said: “it is wonderful 
to see our new cohort of future 
doctors as they prepare to em-
bark on such exciting and chal-
lenging journeys. At WCM-Q, 
they will not only learn the 
skills and knowledge needed 

to provide truly excellent care 
to patients, but will also devel-
op as researchers, innovators 
and problem-solvers, helping 
to harness emergent technolo-
gies to drive improvements in 
human health as the next gen-
eration of physician-scientists. 
We wish them all the greatest 
success in their studies and ex-
tend our warmest welcome to 
each and every new member of 
the WCM-Q community.” 

Mohammed Al Ansari is 
starting the first year of the 
medical curriculum, having 
been promoted after complet-
ing the two-year pre-medical 
curriculum at WCM-Q. 

He said, “Both my parents 

are medical doctors and they 
inspired and encouraged my 
interest in medicine from a 
young age, answering all of 
my many questions and help-
ing me to develop a love for 
the profession. What really 
drew my attention to WCM-
Q when i first joined was that 
the pre-medical programme is 
two years here, instead of four 
years in the United States. So, 
i thought of it as a great oppor-
tunity to complete my studies 
as early as possible so that in 
the upcoming years i will have 
more time for research. And of 
course, it is an ivy league uni-
versity, which definitely drew 
my attention.” 

First-year pre-medical stu-
dent Amna Al Naimi said, “it 
is a huge honour for me to re-
ceive the ibn Sina pin because 
he is so revered as a Muslim 
scholar and the father of medi-
cine. i am very excited to be at 
WCM-Q now and eager to fur-
ther my knowledge and start 
to get to know people. i heard 
a lot of feedback from previous 
students that the community 
is very welcoming at WCM-Q 
and even after just a few days, 
i already feel part of the com-
munity here.” 

First-year pre-medical 
student Huda Salameh is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of her 
brother, Dr Mohammad Sala-

meh, who graduated from 
WCM-Q this year. 

Huda said, “i have always 
felt very privileged to have 
grown up in a prosperous part 
of Jordan where i had many 
opportunities that people in 
other parts of our region do 
not have. With privilege comes 
a duty to serve the community, 
so i feel that studying medi-
cine is a great way to unite 
my love of biology and human 
physiology with my passion 
for helping others. Addition-
ally, as somebody who wants 
to do residency in the US and 
then come back to the region, 
i feel that WCM-Q can give me 
the best of both worlds.”

WCM-Q’s first-year pre-medical 
student Huda Salameh

WCM-Q’s new cohort of medical students receive their white coats at a ceremony marking the conclusion of the college’s orientation programme.

WCM-Q’s first-year pre-medical 
student Amna Al Naimi

Qatar Creates & Katara 
join efforts for enhanced
local cultural offerings

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAr Creates has partnered with 
Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) to 
offer FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 fans 
and art and culture enthusiasts pref-
erential access to a variety of events, 
aimed at celebrating the country’s vi-
brant cultural offerings.

Qatar Creates has transformed from 
organising occasional, transient events, 
to become a year-round national cul-
tural movement, connecting local and 
international audiences with Qatar’s 
creative industries. 

Qatar Creates’ recent transforma-
tion was accompanied by the launch of 
its new One Pass, an online portal that 
offers a one-stop resource for all of Qa-
tar’s cultural offerings. it provides hold-
ers with a myriad of benefits including 
free admission to museums, discounts 
at events and performances, restau-
rants, and local retailers, as well as 
front-of-line privileges.

Through its collaboration with Qa-
tar Creates, Katara Cultural Village 
will be offering One ¬Pass holders dis-
counts and offers on its ticketed events 
and preferential access to free events, 
including the renowned Katara inter-
national Dhow Festival, Katara Art Fes-
tival, Al Thuraya Planetarium Shows, 
Street Child World Cup 2022 exhibition 
and the highly anticipated Qatar Na-
tional Day Celebration events including 
its entertainment and food and beverage 
offerings from September 1 through De-
cember 31. 

“Driven by the goal of positioning 
Qatar as a global culture and tourism 
hub that celebrates art, creativity, and 
innovation, Qatar Creates is at the fore-
front of cultural efforts year-round. By 

joining forces with Katara Cultural Vil-
lage, together we will offer Qatar 2022 
World Cup fans an unparalleled experi-
ence where Football and Culture con-
verge. Both Qatar Creates and Katara 
are committed to enhancing Qatar’s cul-
tural offerings, and showcasing its rich 
cultural environment, regionally and 
globally,” Saad Al Hudaifi, executive Di-
rector of Qatar Creates, said.

“Katara Cultural Village Foundation 
is the largest and the most multidimen-
sional cultural project of Qatar, and a 
popular tourist destination. it is a place 
where people come together to experi-
ence the cultures of the world, which 
acts as a bridge that connects people 
of all nationalities and backgrounds 
through culture, art and heritage. Home 
to beautiful theatres, concert halls, ex-
hibition galleries and cutting-edge fa-
cilities, Katara organises thousands of 
events throughout the year which attract 
exhibitors and visitors from all over the 
world” Professor Khalid bin ibrahim Al-
Sulaiti, Katara General Manager, said.

Qatar Creates curates, promotes, 
and celebrates the diversity of cultural 
activities in Qatar, with an unprece-
dented schedule of high-profile events, 
exhibitions, live shows, and openings, 
all geared toward the start of the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022™, and beyond.

For additional information on Qatar 
Creates and the One Pass, please visit 
www.qacreates.com

Qatar Creates has transformed from 
organising occasional, transient 
events, to become a year-round 
national cultural movement, connect-
ing local and international audiences 
with Qatar’s creative industries


