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McLaughlin sets an extraordinary new 
world record in women’s 400m hurdles

DPA
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

US Olympic champion Syd-
ney McLaughlin won her first 
world championship title and 
set a stunning new world re-
cord in the 400 metre hurdles 
in Eugene on Friday.

The 22-year-old American 
beat her previous personal best 
by a full 0.73 seconds, clocking 
50.68 seconds at the World 
Athletics Championships.

The silver went to Femke 
Bol of the Netherlands in 
52.27 seconds, while fellow 
American Dalilah Muhammad 
took bronze in 53.13 seconds.

However, all eyes were on 
McLaughlin for her win, which 
gave the World Champion-
ships in Eugene its first new 
world record so far.

“It’s unreal,” the 22-year-
old said, still sitting on the 
track.

“The time is absolutely 
amazing and the sport is get-
ting faster and faster. Just fig-
uring out what barriers can be 
broken. I only get faster from 
here,” she said afterwards.

McLaughlin also noted 
how different from last year’s 

Tokyo Olympics the atmos-
phere in Eugene had been: “It 
was absolutely unreal to have 
my family in the stands ... 
After Tokyo, not having any-
body, this was like a redemp-
tion.” 

On top of the $70,000, 
McLaughlin will receive for 
her World Championship 
gold, she will also be awarded 
a further $100,000 for setting 
a new world record.

McLaughlin is now re-
sponsible for five of the top six 
times ever run in the 400m 
hurdles. Apart from her, only 
Muhammad has run the dis-
tance in under 52 seconds.

It is the third world record 

that McLaughlin has set at 
Hayward Field. Her first came 
at the 2021 US Olympic Trials, 
when she clocked 51.90 to im-
prove on the 52.16 global mark 
that Muhammad had achieved 
when winning the 2019 world 
title ahead of her compatriot.

Just over a month later, 
McLaughlin ran 51.46 to win 
the Olympic title in Tokyo, 
and she broke the record for 
a third time at this year’s US 

Championships in Eugene on 
25 June, clocking 51.41.

Such is the standard, this 
latest world record time would 
put McLaughlin 19th on this 
season’s top list for the 400m 
flat. Yet the US hurdles star 
achieved it with 10 barriers in 
the way.

She reached the first of 
those barriers at roughly the 
same point as Muhammad 
made hers, and they remained 

pretty evenly matched at the 
second hurdle. But from that 
point on, the race looked like it 
would only be going one way.

With Muhammad to 
her right and Bol to her left, 
McLaughlin caught her com-
patriot along the back straight 
and blazed past her heading 
into the curve. By the time she 
left the bend, it was McLaugh-
lin against the clock and time 
seemed to stand still as she 
surged ever closer.

Behind her, Bol drew level 
and then overtook Muham-
mad as they entered the home 
straight, McLaughlin striding 
away in the distance.

The question wasn’t 

whether McLaughlin was go-
ing to break the world record, 
but by just how much. With 
the crowd on their feet, the an-
swer soon came as the score-
board showed 50.68.

Since 2019 – in less than 
three years – the world record 
has been improved by almost 
two seconds. That mark of 
52.34 had stood for 16 years 
before Muhammad took it to 
52.20 and then 52.16. On 27 
June 2021, McLaughlin began 
her reign.

Now that previous world 
record mark of 52.34 is just 
14th on the world all-time list.

“The time is absolutely 
amazing and the sport is 

getting faster and faster,” 
McLaughlin said of her lat-
est performance. “Just figur-
ing out what barriers can be 
broken. I only get faster from 
here.

“I executed the race the 
way Bobby (Kersee, her coach) 
wanted me to. I knew coming 
home that if I just kept my 
cadence and stayed on stride 
pattern, we could do it and it 
happened.

“The level in the 400m 
hurdles is certainly improving. 
We have a full group of girls 
that are willing to push our 
bodies to the next level and we 
are seeing times drop.” 

 (inputs World Athletics)

Sydney McLaughlin of United States (centre) competes in the women’s 400m hurdles final on day eight of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

It’s unreal. The time is 
absolutely amazing and the 
sport is getting faster and 
faster. Just figuring out what 
barriers can be broken. I 
only get faster from here.
Sydney McLaughlin

On top of the $70,000, the 22-year-old Sydney 
McLaughlin will receive for her World Championship 
gold, she will also be awarded a further $100,000  

for setting a new world record (50.68 secs).

Coe wants records from ‘different 
era’ to be broken by new stars
PA MEDIA/DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

WORLD Athletics chief Se-
bastian Coe wants to see any 
controversial world records 
scrubbed out by current stars.

Shericka Jackson’s 21.45 
seconds en route to winning 
the 200 metres at the World 
Championships on Thursday 
leaves the Jamaican as the 
fastest woman alive over the 
distance.

It is bettered only by Flor-
ence Griffiths-Joyner’s world 
record of 21.34 seconds from 
1988, which is surrounded by 
doubt with questions over the 
legality of her time.

Griffiths-Joyner, who died 
in 1998, never failed a drugs 
test and there has been no de-
finitive proof she doped. She 
also holds the 100m world 
record of 10.49 seconds from 
1988.

But Coe would like to see 
the long-standing records fall, 
with Jackson and Jamaica 
team-mates Elaine Thomp-

son-Herah and world 100m 
champion Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce edging closer.

“I would prefer that there 
is an organic change through 
the Shericka Jacksons, who 
are now being tested regular-
ly,” he said.

“We have the AIU (Athlet-
ics Integrity Unit), we have 
their own national anti-doping 
agency that is now working far 
better than it was when I came 
into office, you’ve got agencies 
around the world.

“It’s a different world. I 
was part of that world so I’m 
not saying I was significantly 
different to anyone else there 

- well, I wasn’t a cheat - but the 
reality is there is very little le-
gally you can do and I think we 
have to be realistic about it.

“Legally, they are the ex-
isting records. Legally, there’s 
nothing you can do or say be-
yond the evidence of a positive 
test. There was no positive test 
and this was at a time. well, it 
was my era so I have to accept 
it was a time when testing was 
a bit sporadic.

“We know it was a differ-
ent era. There’s nothing legally 
we can do about them but they 
may not be the safest records 
on the book.” 

One of the only other indi-
vidual women’s track records 
left from the 1980s is Marita 
Koch’s 400m time of 47.60 
seconds - at a time when East 
Germany was known to be sys-
tematically doping its athletes.

Koch never failed a drugs 
test and has maintained she 
did nothing wrong while 
Czechoslovakia’s Jarmila Kra-
tochvilova holds the 800m 
mark from 1983.

President of World Athletics 
Sebastian Coe at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, USA, on Friday. (Getty/AFP)

Norman claims 400m 
gold after Tokyo 
disappointment
TCA/DPA

EUGENE, OREGON

ONE year after his Olym-
pic dreams faded in Tokyo, 
US sprinter Michael Nor-
man won the 400-meter gold 
medal at the World Champi-
onships in Eugene on Friday 
night, outrunning a tight pack 
of challengers to the roars of a 
raucous Hayward Field.

Norman finished in 44.29 
seconds to fill the only con-
siderable gap on his young re-
sume with a victory in a global 
championship. 

Kirani James of Grenada 
earned silver in 44.48 and 
Britain’s Matthew Hudson-
Smith took bronze.

Norman’s title continued 
the dominance of the US men 
in the sprints, one night after 
a sweep of the medals in the 
200m and six days after an-
other sweep in the 100m.

The effusive on track, 

Norman has been one of the 
world’s fastest over 200 and 
400 meters since he was a 
prep senior in 2016, but had 
yet to turn the promise of his 
college record into serious in-
dividual hardware in a world 
championship or Olympics, 
the stages by which track’s 
elite are judged. 

In each case, he could 
identify a clear reason. But 
that was not the case with his 
fifth-place finish in last sum-
mer’s Tokyo Olympics.

Everything about his 
training since, he said in May, 
had built toward redeeming 
himself in Eugene in front of 
the first US crowd to watch a 
world outdoor championship. 
Norman raced over to his fa-
ther and coach, Quincy Watts, 
after the title.

In an on-track interview, 
he called his last three years 
a “challenging, challenging 
journey.”

USA’s Michael Norman reacts as he crosses the finish line to win the 
men’s 400m final during the World Athletics Championships at  
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Friday. (AFP)



Gold medalist Shaunae Miller-Uibo of Team Bahamas poses during 
the medal ceremony for the women’s 400m final on day eight of the 
World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, 
Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Miller-Uibo gains 
missing gold  

with 400m win
KAREN ROSEN

EUGENE, OREGON (USA) 

WHEN Shaunae Miller-Uibo 
crossed the finish line in the 
women’s 400m at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 on Friday, she ticked off 
the final item on her ‘to do’ list.

Miller-Uibo was 16 years 
old in 2010 when she won 
the world U18 title. Over the 
years, the Bahamian added the 
U20 title, the gold medal in 
the World Indoor Champion-
ships and not just one, but two, 
Olympic gold medals. But the 
top step at the World Cham-
pionships podium had always 
eluded Miller-Uibo, who won 
silver medals in 2015 and 2019 
and was fourth in 2017.

The 28-year-old would not 
be denied on Friday at Hayward 
Field. Miller-Uibo led wire to 
wire, her long green hair flowing 
behind her, to win with a world-
leading time of 49.11.  

“It has been a long time 
coming and the main thing for 
us this season was the world 
championships and a gold med-
al,” Miller-Uibo said. “That’s 
one thing we were missing, so I 
ran a very tactical race. To go out 
with the gold, I am very proud.” 

And with that, she an-

nounced that she would be 
shifting to the 200m. “That’s 
it for me running the 400m,” 
Miller-Uibo said. “The plans 
for me are the 200m, which 
has always been my first love, 
and get back into that.” 

She led a Caribbean sweep, 
with Marileidy Paulino of the 
Dominican Republic taking 
the silver in 49.60 and Sada 
Williams of Barbados claiming 
the bronze with a national re-
cord of 49.75. 

Miller-Uibo blasted out 
of the blocks with the second-
fastest reaction time and quickly 
made up the stagger, holding 
her advantage over Paulino.

Miller-Uibo, who is now 2-1 
against Paulino, said the times 
didn’t matter to her. “It was all 
about making sure we secured 
the gold medal,” she said.

Her three medals in the 
400m tie Allyson Felix, Ana 
Guevara, Jearl Miles-Clark 
and Lorraine Graham-Fenton. 
Miller-Uibo also captured the 
bronze in the 200m in 2017. 

Miller-Uibo’s husband, Es-
tonian decathlete Maicel Uibo, 
embraced her after the race. 
He will now begin two days of 
competition. In 2019, they both 
won silver medals at the World 
Championships. (World Athletics)

PSG PREVAIL OVER RED DIAMONDS IN JAPAN

In a stadium with another excellent turnout, Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) came out on top 3-0 in their second friendly of this tour of Japan against Urawa Red Diamonds at the Saitama 
Stadium in Saitama Prefecture on Saturday. Three days after a first victory over Kawasaki Frontale (2-1), Les Parisiens continued their Japanese tour with a match against another 
local side, Urawa Red Diamonds. After winning the ball high up the pitch in the 16th minute and playing in a triangle with Kylian Mbappé and Mauro Icardi, Pablo Sarabia opened the 
score with a powerful half-volley (0-1). In the 35th minute, Mbappe got the stadium to their feet when he found the back of the net with a splendid goal at the near post after com-
pletely leaving the defender in his tracks with a dummy. In the 76th minute, Arnaud Kalimuendo who extended his side’s lead, scoring his second goal in as many matches. (Pics: AFP)

Zinchenko says joining Arsenal 
a ‘boyhood dream come true’

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

OLEKSANDR Zinchenko has 
described moving to Arsenal 
as a “boyhood dream come 
true” after joining from Man-
chester City.

The 25-year-old Ukraine in-
ternational becomes Arsenal’s 
fifth summer signing after Ga-
briel Jesus, Marquinhos, Matt 
Turner and Fábio Vieira.

Zinchenko told the Arsenal 
website: “First of all I would like 
to say this is a boyhood dream 
come true, because I was a mas-
sive fan when I was a kid.

“Since Thierry Henry and 
young Cesc Fàbregas was 
playing here, I was just enjoy-
ing watching those games, that 
Arsenal.

“And obviously I started to 
love this club, so I am so ex-
cited and I cannot wait to play 
for this amazing club.

“I’m ready for another 
challenge. I’m not here just to 
waste my time and the time of 
Arsenal because the club is al-
ways in front of everyone.

“I am here to achieve big 
things and I hope we can win 
some titles, and I hope we 
are going to fight for every 
title in which we are going to 
be involved.

“The team is growing up so 
quickly and I think it’s time. 
It’s time to do our best and to 
achieve something big.” 

Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta worked with Zinchenko 
during his time coaching un-
der Pep Guardiola at City and 
said: “We’re so happy Alex has 
joined us. He’s a player that I 
personally know really well and 
continued to follow him after 
my time at Manchester City.”

‘I want to stay in Paris’ – Neymar 
hopes to remain at PSG

STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS 

NEYMAR has declared that 
his desire is to stay at Paris 
Saint-Germain amid reports 
he could be on the move.

The Brazil international 
has been linked with the likes 
of Manchester City, Chelsea 
and Juventus.

Neymar came on just be-
fore the hour mark in PSG’s 
3-0 friendly win over Japanese 
outfit Urawa Red Diamonds 
in Saitama on Saturday and 
spoke of his wish to remain 
with the Ligue 1 champions af-
ter the match.

The former Barcelona for-
ward, who has three years re-
maining on his contract, told 
reporters: “I want to stay in 
Paris.

“I don’t know about the 

club since they haven’t told me 
anything.

I have a multi-year con-
tract here. So far, I haven’t 

been told anything.” 
Neymar was in the PSG 

team that crumbled at the Ber-
nabeu last season, when a Ka-

rim Benzema hat-trick saw 
PSG let a 2-0 second-leg lead 
slip against Real Madrid in 
the Champions League round 
of 16.

He was booed in PSG’s 
next home game after that col-
lapse, and there has been talk 
of that reaction leading to the 
30-year-old wanting to seek 
pastures new.

Yet Neymar says he is look-
ing forward to the new season 
with Christophe Galtier in 
charge following Mauricio Po-
chettino’s departure.

He added: “I feel good, in 
good shape, after the holidays 
at home. For everyone, we 
have to train a lot to improve 
as a team. The truth is that 
everything is fine.

“I have nothing to prove to 
anyone. I like to play football, 
I’m happy.”

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar prepares for a free 
kick during PSG’s Japan Tour football match against Urawa Reds at 
the Saitama Stadium in Saitama on Saturday. (AFP)

Brazilian international football star Dani Alves gestures after sign-
ing his contract with Mexico’s Pumas for the current Apertura-2022 
tournament, at the team instalations in the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, in Mexico City on Saturday. (AFP)

EX-BARCA STAR ALVES JOINS 
MEXICO’S PUMAS AT 39

Oleksandr Zinchenko after  
signing the contract.

PARIS: Lyon have signed Argen-
tina full back 
Nicolas Tag-
liafico from Ajax 
on a three-year 
deal. 
The 29-year-
old had been 

a regular for Ajax over the 
past four-and-a-half seasons, 
making 169 appearances for 
the Eredivisie champions and 
winning five major honours. 
Following a protracted transfer 
saga, Lyon confirmed the arrival 
of Tagliafico on their official 
website on Saturday. He will fill 
the void left by loanee Emerson 
Palmieri’s return to parent club 
Chelsea. Tagliafico has been 
capped 40 times by Argentina 
and is expected to be part of 
Lionel Scaloni’s squad for the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar. 
(STATS Perform/DPA)

Lyon sign Argentina 
international 

Tagliafico from Ajax

 Quick read

I am just really soaking 
up the moment. I got to 
experience it for the first 
time in Doha. It was a 
world of emotions.
Kelsey-Lee Barber

MADELINE RYAN
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

KELSEY-LEE Barber pro-
duced a big throw at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 on Friday, to become 
the first woman to win back-
to-back world javelin titles.

Since winning the world 
title in 2019, Barber strug-
gled with back and neck issues 
but peaked well at the Tokyo 
Olympics to claim bronze.

The Australian once again 
produced her best throw of the 
year – and, in fact, the second-
best mark of her career – to 
claim gold here in Oregon, 
winning with a world-leading 
66.91m which came in the 
third round.

For all the other medal 
contenders, however, most of 
the excitement came in the fi-
nal two rounds.

When Kara Winger started 
down the runway, the Hay-
ward Field crowd was cheer-
ing for the US thrower, who by 
that point had settled into fifth 
place. The 36-year-old, who 
has represented the US at four 
Olympic Games and six World 
Championships, was looking 
for a happy ending to her in-
ternational career.

She sent her javelin out 
to 64.05m, her best throw of 
the competition by nearly two 
meters and enough to move 
into the silver medal position, 
where she stayed until the end 
of the contest.

Not only was it the first 
global medal of her career, it 
was also USA’s first women’s 
javelin medal at the World 
Championships.

Then, like Winger, Japan’s 
Haruka Kitaguchi surged at 
the end of the competition 
when she threw 63.27m on her 
final attempt.

Up until the last-effort 

strength of Winger and Kita-
guchi, it appeared as though 
Australia would claim two 
medals. Barber’s compatriot 
Mackenzie Little had opened 
with a PB of 63.22m, which 
put her in first place for the 
first two rounds, and second 
place until China’s Olympic 
champion Liu Shiying threw 
63.25m in round four.

Ultimately, though, Liu and 
Little finished shy of the podium 
after Winger and Kitaguchi’s in-
spired sixth-round efforts.

Barber said she was re-

minded of her experience win-
ning at the 2019 World Cham-
pionships in Doha, when she 
became the first woman from 
the southern hemisphere to be-
come a javelin world champion.

“I am just really soaking up 
the moment. I got to experience 
it for the first time in Doha. It 
was a world of emotions,” said 
Barber. “I am cementing my 
place as one of the world’s best 
javelin throwers and I want to 
keep building on that.”

Winger, meanwhile, was 
delighted to finally earn a 

medal on home turf.
“I just had so many oppor-

tunities and so much support 
from the local crowd,” said 
Winger, who grew up two hours 
away in Vancouver, Wash-
ington. “To grab a medal here 
almost at home, at Hayward 
Field – it is what I dreamed 
about. But I am still in disbelief 
that it actually happened.”

Kitaguchi’s last throw was 
an emotional moment for the 
athlete who missed the 2019 
World Championships team 
by just six centimetres. After 

her distance illuminated the 
board, she dropped to her 
knees in joy. Then Kitaguchi 
pulled herself up, ran over to 
the stands where her mom 
was watching her, and then 
sank once more to the ground, 
overcome.

“I made history,” said Kit-
aguchi, who won Japan’s first 
ever World Championships 
medal in the women’s jave-
lin. “My goal was to get to the 
top eight in the final. I did not 
think about the medal before.” 
(World Athletics)

Australia’s Kelsey-Lee Barber competes in the women’s javelin throw finals during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eu-
gene, Oregon, on Friday. (AFP)

Sports

Australia’s Barber retains javelin 
title with world-leading throw
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Attiyah makes super start at Aragon Rally
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PRE-EVENT favourites Nasser 
Al Attiyah and his French co-
driver Mathieu Baumel made 
a whirlwind start to their 2022 
Baja Spain Aragon (fourth 
round of the FIA World Cup 
for Cross-Country Bajas) cam-
paign winning the first two Su-
per Stage (SS1 & SS2) in north-
ern Spain on Saturday.

The Qatari set the pace 
from the start, winning the 
first 180km special stage. Al 
Attiyah was fastest at all the 
intermediate points of the 
route and was 2’01” ahead of 
Yazeed Al Rajhi at the end of 
the special. Third to finish was 
Brazilian Lucas Moraes in a 
Toyota Hilux, 3’50” behind 
the leader.

After a short service, the 
crews tackled the second 
special stage of the day, the 
longest of the weekend with 
222kms against the clock 
where again in the cars sec-
tion, Al Attiyah took the top 
honours.

On Sunday, SS3 will take 
place over 160kms which will 
decide the eventual winners.

Al Attiyah had scored his 

fourth victory in Aragon Rally 
following a fantastic battle in 
the last special stage in the 
event’s 37th edition in 2021.

Leclerc seals pole for French F1  
Grand Prix, Verstappen second

DPA
BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc continued 
Ferrari’s recent strong form 
by snatching pole position for 
Sunday’s French Formula One 
Grand Prix, edging out champi-
onship leader Max Verstappen.

Monaco’s Leclerc, who 
won last time out in Aus-
tria, set a best lap of 1 min-
ute 30.872 seconds at the 
5.842-kilometres Circuit Paul 
Ricard in Le Castellet.

Red Bull’s defending 
champion Verstappen, who 
had shown impressive race 
pace in the practice sessions, 
was 0.304 seconds behind for 
second spot on the grid with 
team-mate Sergio Perez third 
quickest in a windy qualifying.

Spanish Ferrari driver 
Carlos Sainz will start the race 
from the back of the grid af-
ter exceeding the number of 
power unit changes permitted. 
He was already due to serve a 
10-place grid penalty for going 
over the electronics compo-
nent quota.

But he still had a role to 
play in qualifying, Leclerc us-
ing his slipstream to set his 
fastest lap.

“It was a great lap. I’ve 
struggled all weekend to put a 
lap together but I put it in and 
I have to says thanks to Carlos 
for the help. It was great team-
work,” Leclerc said.

“I was very surprised by 
the pace we had. We managed 
to turn it around for qualify-
ing.” Ferrari had won the last 
two races with Sainz triumph-
ing in Britain and Leclerc in 
Austria to snap a six-race Red 
Bull winning streak from Ver-

stappen and Sergio Perez.
Verstappen leads the 

championship, 38 points 
ahead of Leclerc after 11 of 22 
races thanks to six wins this 
season.

The Dutchman won last 
year’s race and was on pole 
in Le Castellet, which is set to 
drop off the calendar after this 
year.

“It was a bit more tricky 
than I would have hoped,” said 
Verstappen.

“It will be a bit warmer, but 
clearly they have been really 
quick again.” 

Seven-times world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton, who will 

start his 300th Grand Prix on 
Sunday, was fourth quickest 
on the distinctive track lined 
with blue markings. Mercedes 
had hoped for a big break-
through in France.

Germany’s four-times 
champion Sebastian Vettel en-
dured more misery on another 
poor weekend so far for As-
ton Martin when he was 14th 
quickest.

Haas driver Kevin Mag-
nussen will be on the back row 
with Sainz after engine changes 
despite another good showing 
from the Dane in qualifying.

Team-mate Mick Schu-
macher, who has also shown 
a marked improvement in 
recent weeks, thought he had 
got into Q2 but the German 
had his time deleted after go-
ing over track limits and was 
19th fastest.

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc reacts after he took the pole position during the qualifying 
session ahead of the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le Castellet, southern 
France, on Saturday. (AFP)

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc (R) poses with French 
former F1 driver Jean Alesi in the parc ferme after he took the pole 
position of the French F1 Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le 
Castellet, southern France on Saturday. (AFP)

Starting grid for Sunday’s French Grand Prix 
Front row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Max 
Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
2nd row: Sergio Pérez (MEX/Red Bull), Lewis 
Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)
3rd row: Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-
Mercedes), George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
4th row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault), 
Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
5th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes), Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)
6th row: Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo), 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
7th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes), Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row: Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-
Mercedes), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
9th row: Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari), 
Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes)
10th row: Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari), Kevin 
Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari)
Note: Sainz and Magnussen start from back 
of the grid after having new engines fitted on 
their cars.

Starting Grid

Nasser Al Attiyah set the pace from the start, winning the first 180km special stage. Al Attiyah was fastest at all the intermediate points of the 
route and was 2’01” ahead of Yazeed Al Rajhi at the end of the special.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert wearing the sprinter’s green jersey cycles during the 
20th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 40,7 km individual time trial between 
Lacapelle-Marival and Rocamadour, in southwestern France, on Saturday (AFP)

Van Aert beats Vingegaard to win stage 20 time trial

PA MEDIA/DPA
ROCAMADOUR (FRANCE) 

JONAS Vingegaard is set to 
win the Tour de France after 
finishing second to his Jumbo-
Visma team-mate Wout van 
Aert in the stage 20 time trial 
to Rocamadour.

Van Aert set a time of 47 
minutes 59.86 seconds over 
the 40.7 kilometre route from 
Lacapelle-Marival, 19 seconds 
faster than Vingegaard, who 
needed only to ride defensively 
given his sizable cushion over 
Tadej Pogacar but instead at-
tacked the stage and was fast-
est over the first half.

He faded, almost running 
wide on a descent late on, but 

his second place was enough 
to confirm him in yellow ahead 
of Sunday’s ride into Paris, his 
advantage over Pogacar three 
minutes and 34 seconds.

The longest time trial to 
feature in a Tour since 2014 
did nothing to change the top 
of the general classification 
with 2018 champion Geraint 
Thomas fourth on the day be-
hind Pogacar to confirm his 
podium place at the age of 36.

That means Vingegaard 
will be the one clinking cham-
pagne glasses on Sunday be-
fore an anticipated sprint finish 
on the Champs-Elysees, with 
two-time defending champion 
Pogacar making do with the 
best young rider’s white jersey.

It is a first overall Tour 
crown for 25-year-old Ving-
egaard, coming in an edition 
that set out from his native 
Denmark three weeks ago.

“It means everything, it’s 
really incredible,” he said as 
he wiped away tears. “It’s the 
biggest thing within cycling 
and we did it.

“Since last year I always 
believed I could do it and now 
it’s happened. It’s really in-
credible. It’s both a relief and 
I’m just so happy and proud.” 

Asked about his aggressive 
approach, Vingegaard pointed 
to 2020, when team-mate Pri-
moz Roglic saw his advantage 
in yellow disappear on a stage 
20 time trial, allowing Pogacar 

to take his first title.
“We all were thinking 

about it,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
say we were afraid of it but we 
had it in our heads and didn’t 
want it to happen again.” 

Jumbo-Visma, who have 
only five riders left, head to 
Paris boasting the yellow, green 
and polka dot jerseys. Van Aert 
cannot be caught in the points 
classification, while Vingegaard 
is top of both the general clas-
sification and the mountains 
competition. The team also has 
six stage wins from 20.

While Vingegaard gets the 
glory, Van Aert has been the 
man to light things up for his 
team. This was a third stage 
win of the Tour for the Belgian.

Qatar’s national basketball team will be participating in the Gulf Youth 
Basketball Championship, a qualifying meet for the Asian Cup finals, be-
ing hosted by UAE from July 29 to August 6. UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Oman are the other teams taking part. Qatar’s participation 
in the Gulf championship comes after their successful participation in 
the Arab Basketball Championship which concluded two days ago in 
Cairo and where they won the bronze medal. Qatar will begin their cam-
paign in the Gulf championship against Kuwait counterpart on Friday, 
July 29, and will play their second match on July 30 against UAE team 
before meeting Bahrain the next day. Qatar will next face Saudi Arabia 
before playing their fifth match against Oman on August 3. (QNA)

QATAR FOR GULF YOUTH 
BASKETBALL C’SHIP AFTER  
GOOD SHOW AT ARAB MEET 

Dane Jonas Vingegaard set to claim first Tour de France title

QATAR CHESS TRAINING 
CENTER U-16 C’SHIP  

HELD SUCCESSFULLY 

The monthly Qatar Chess Training Center U-16 Championship, held under 
the supervision of Qatar Chess Federation, concluded with the participa-
tion of 40 players in the presence of Mohammed Al Madhahka, President 
of the Qatar Chess Federation. Indian player Alan Bijou emerged the 
winner with 5 points, while India’s Jayaditya Jantayt, and Pranav Pradeep 
finished second and third. Noah Nizar (also from India) was the best U12 
player, and Talib Dahman the best Qatari player. The U-10 category was 
won by Indian Krishna Tisjaswi. The youngest Qatari participant was Asma 
Al Hammadi. Yousef Muhammad Al Mutawa, Secretary-General, Qatar 
Chess Federation congratulated and crowned the winners. (TNN)



South Africa’s Aiden Markram is run out in the second One-Day inter-
national against England at Old Trafford in Manchester on Friday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
MANCHESTER 

A thrilling bowling perfor-
mance helped England level 
the One-Day International se-
ries against South Africa with 
an emphatic 118-run win in 
a rain-affected game at Old 
Trafford on Friday, reports 
BBC.com.

Defending 201 in 29 overs, 
a devastating new-ball burst 
reduced South Africa to 6-4 
inside four overs before they 
were eventually bowled out for 
83.

Reece Topley took two 
wickets in the third before Da-
vid Willey dismissed Quinton 
de Kock to start the fourth and 
Jos Buttler’s sensational field-
ing ran out Aiden Markram 
before he had faced a ball.

Sam Curran bowled David 
Miller before England’s spin 
duo of Adil Rashid (3-29) and 
Moeen Ali (2-22) combined to 
bowl South Africa out in just 
20.4 overs.

After a delay of almost four 
hours, England made 201 be-
fore being bowled out with five 
balls to go after being put into 
bat by the tourists.

Liam Livingstone top-
scored with 38, including hit-
ting three successive sixes off 
Anrich Nortje, while Curran 
smashed a brutal 18-ball 35.

It was the fifth game in a 
row England failed to bat their 
overs and it felt like their total 
could lead to a third successive 
defeat for the first time since 

February 2016.
Their total looked no more 

than par, but four wickets fell 
in a 10-ball spell with no runs 
added, to effectively win the 
game.

Topley, who had taken 12 
wickets in his previous three 
games, had Janneman Malan 
caught at mid-on, before Ras-
sie van der Dussen strangled 
down the leg-side.

De Kock’s wicket was 
the big one, before Buttler 
swooped in and superbly gath-
ered and under-hand flicked 
towards the stumps, with 
Markram a yard short of his 
ground.

At that point England’s 
biggest threat was the weather 
as rain returned, but Buttler 
cleverly turned to his spin-
ners and they were able to rip 
through them.

Moeen deceived Heinrich 
Klaasen to have him stumped, 
before Rashid claimed Keshav 
Maharaj, Dwaine Pretorius 
and Lungi Ngidi as England 
raced through overs to get to 
the 20 overs required to con-
stitute a game.

Victory came when Nortje 
hit Moeen to long-on and 
South Africa were dismissed 
for their second-lowest total in 
ODI cricket to give England a 
morale-boosting win.
Scores: England 201 (Living-
stone 38, Curran 35, Pretorius 
4-36) beat South Africa (Tar-
get: 201 in 29 overs) 83 in 
20.4 overs (Klaasen 33, Rashid 
3-29) by 118 runs.

SA shot out for 
83 as England 

level series

Jonathan Trott appointed  
 Afghanistan coach

ICC

FORMER England middle-or-
der batter Jonathan Trott has 
been appointed as Afghani-
stan men’s team’s head coach.

Trott will take over as Af-
ghanistan’s head coach for 
the tour of Ireland in August. 
Trott, who played over 200 
international matches for 
England, worked as a batting 
coach for the senior England 
men’s team on their tour of 
India in 2021. He was also a 
mentor and batting coach for 
the under-19 team.

“I’m honoured and ex-
cited to have the opportunity 
to take one of international 
cricket’s most exciting teams 
through what is a huge year 
for their development as a 

team,” Trott said.
“I can’t wait to get to work 

with a group of players who 
are clearly capable of generat-
ing results in a style that will 
make the people of Afghani-
stan proud.”

Afghanistan are set to tour 
Ireland for five T20Is in the 
second week of August.

India win final over ODI 
thriller at Port of Spain

ICC
PORT OF SPAIN

SHIKHAR Dhawan led from 
the front at the bat, while the 
India bowlers held their nerve 
to win the first ODI against 
West Indies at the Queen’s 
Park Oval here on Friday.

Chasing 309 for victory, 
hosts West Indies needed only 
120 runs in the last 15 overs 
with seven wickets left in the 
bag. They were looking at a 
historic run chase but the In-
dian bowlers had other plans.

First Mohammed Siraj dis-
missed the dangerous Nicho-
las Pooran (25) and Rovman 
Powell (6) soon followed his 
captain back to the pavilion as 
Yuzvendra Chahal bagged the 
first of his two wickets.

Akeal Hosein (32) and Ro-
mario Shepherd (39) put a late 
blitz bringing their side within 
38 runs off the target with the 
last three overs to go. 

Despite the late onslaught, 
the India pacers weathered the 
storm with Siraj successfully 
defending 15 runs in the final 
over.

Earlier, Shubman Gill, 
who was in the playing XI in 
ODIs for the first time since 
December 2020, showed class 

as he creamed the West Indies 
pacers for boundaries inside 
the Powerplay. He raced to 41 
off 28 in the first 10 overs and 
brought up his maiden ODI 
fifty soon off just 36 balls.

At the other end, Shikhar 
Dhawan was happy to play 
second fiddle but kept scor-

ing at a healthy rate as the pair 
brought up their 100-run part-
nership in just 14 overs. The 
skipper too managed to get to 
his half-century, his 36th in 
ODI cricket.

With both the batters on 
song, it needed something 
special to break the partner-

ship and Nicholas Pooran pro-
duced a brilliant direct-hit to 
dismiss Gill for 64.

West Indies managed to 
slip in a few quiet overs but 
the pairing of Shikhar Dhawan 
and Shreyas Iyer batted stead-
ily to ensure the hosts didn’t 
make any more inroads. Iyer 

was peppered with a few short 
balls but picked the spinners 
apart.

Dhawan looked destined 
for his 18th career ODI hun-
dred but a brilliant catch by 
Shamarh Brooks brought his 
end to the innings just three 
runs short of a century. Iyer 
(54) too fell soon after his fifty.

With 14 overs to go, India 
were in complete control at 
231/3 and looked on course 
to posting a mammoth total. 
But the West Indies bowlers 
fought back brilliantly to keep 
pegging at the wickets and 
pushing the visitors back. 

Deepak Hooda and Axar 
Patel made valuable contribu-
tions to take India past 300, 
finishing at 308/7.

Despite losing Shai Hope 
early in the innings, the West 
Indies chase was off to a great 
start thanks to a 117-run sec-
ond-wicket partnership be-
tween Kyle Mayers (75) and 
Shamarh Brooks (46) who set 
the platform for their team-
mates.

Brandon King (54) an-
chored the chase well, bring-
ing up his third ODI fifty while 
constantly losing partners at 
the other end.

In the end though the team 
effort fell short by three runs.
Scores: India 308 for 7 (Dha-
wan 97, Gill 64, Iyer 54, Motie 
2-54, Joseph 2-61) beat West 
Indies 305 for 6 (Mayers 75, 
King 54, Thakur 2-54, Siraj 
2-56) by three runs.

Chasing a record 
309, Windies fall 
short by 3 runs

India players celebrate with teammate Mohammed Siraj (2L) on winning the 1st ODI against West Indies 
at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Friday. (AFP)

Commonwealth Games: Mandhana says 
India won’t settle for podium finish
ICC

INDIA vice-captain Smriti 
Mandhana spoke to the press 
about the team’s aspirations 
before departing for the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in Bir-
mingham.

For the first time in 24 
years, cricket is set to be a part 
of the Commonwealth Games 
this year in Birmingham. It will 
also be the first time a women’s 
tournament will be played in-
side a multi-sport event.

As such, the incentive for 
the all the teams is huge as 
they could make history by fin-
ishing on the podium or better 
yet, win the gold.

Speaking to the press be-
fore departing for the Com-
monwealth Games, Smriti 
Mandhana spoke about simi-
lar aspirations for the wom-
en’s tournament.

“Really excited to be part of 
the Commonwealth Games,” 
said Mandhana. “I think it is 
something very new for me and 
our team. We’ve never experi-
enced going out and playing a 
tournament where other sports 
are also involved. So I’m defi-
nitely looking forward to it.

“We haven’t had an experi-

ence of playing in a Common-
wealth Games, where we’ll 
strive to get the gold medal be-
cause we’ve always imagined 
us lifting the trophy and trying 

to put us on a podium where 
we lift a trophy.

“But now that we have to 
imagine us going on the podi-
um and getting a medal, I think 

it is something new and we all 
are really excited. It’ll be a good 
experience and a really new ex-
perience for all of us, and I am 
sure that we’re all really going 

to enjoy and give our best.”
Mandhana made it very 

clear that the team will not just 
be satisfied with a podium fin-
ish and are looking to make his-
tory by bagging the top prize. 

“All the girls are really ex-
cited and we all know the feel-
ing,” Mandhana added. “We 
all know the feeling because 
we’ve all watched the Com-
monwealth and Olympics, 
when the Indian flag goes 
higher and we hear the nation-
al anthem... everyone knows 
that feeling and definitely we 
are aiming for gold.

“I don’t think we’ll look for 
just a podium finish because 
when the flag goes higher and 
the national anthem plays, 
that’s the best feeling.”

India are pitted in Group 
A against Australia, Barbados 
and Pakistan. 

Their campaign will be-
gin on 29 July against reign-
ing T20 World Champions 
Australia before they face 
arch-rivals Pakistan two days 
later. They play their final 
group stage game on 3 August 
against Barbados.

The top two teams from 
both groups will qualify for the 
semi-finals.

Former England batsman and now 
Afghanistan coach Jonathan Trott. 

Lara’s record safe for now as Glamorgan batter scores 410*
ICC

LONDON

HISTORY was made in Eng-
land’s County Championship 
on Saturday, 23 July, as Glam-
organ batter Sam Northeast 
flirted with the world record 
score of West Indies great 
Brian Lara and became just 
the first player this century to 
make more than 400 runs in a 
first-class innings.

Northeast hit a brilliant 
410* from 450 deliveries 
against Leicestershire, but 
any chance he had of surpass-
ing Lara’s world record score 
of 501* was cut short when 
Glamorgan captain David 
Lloyd declared his side’s in-
nings at 795/5 at lunch on day 
four of the Division Two con-
test at Grace Road.

It was the ninth high-
est score in first-class history 
and the highest any batter 
has totalled since Lara’s re-
cord knock for Warwickshire 
against Durham in Birming-
ham more than 28 years ago.

Northeast is also just the 
11th batter to surpass the 
400-run mark in a first-class 
innings, joining cricketing 
greats such as Don Bradman, 
Graeme Hick, Bill Ponsford 
and Lara that have previously 

achieved the feat.
The right-hander hit 45 

boundaries and three sixes 
during his record-breaking 
knock, with the 32-year-old 
enjoying an unbeaten 461-run 
partnership with Chris Cooke 
(191*) for the sixth wicket in 
reply to Leicestershire first in-
nings score of 584.

Northeast also enjoyed 
a 306-run stand with South 
Africa international Colin 
Ingram (139), with the duo 
coming to the crease with 
Glamorgan in a spot of bother 
initially at 9/2 in the seventh 
over.

Despite an impressive 
first-class record that has 
netted 26 centuries and 61 
half-centuries, Northeast has 
never been given a chance by 
England to perform at interna-
tional level.

Glamorgan batter Sam Northeast 
(seen in front of the scoreboard 
at Grace Road in Leicester) 
flirted with the world record 
score of West Indies great Brian 
Lara of 501 not out and became 
just the first player this century 
to make more than 400 runs in a 
first-class innings. Northeast hit a 
brilliant 410* from 450 deliver-
ies against Leicestershire.

THE Indian cricket team is all set to face Australia and South Africa 
for a white-ball series at home, between September 20 and October 
11. According to ESPNcricinfo, India will square off against Australia 
for a three-match T20I series and a series of three T20Is and three 
ODIs against South Africa. These will be the last fixtures for all three 
teams before they travel to Australia for the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup in Australia, to be held from October 16. The three T20Is against 
Australia will be played in Mohali, Nagpur and Hyderabad on Sept 20, 
23 and 25 respectively. The South Africa T20Is will be played between 
Sept 28 and Oct 3 in Thiruvananthapuram, Guwahati and Indore, while 
the ODIs, which follow, will be played in Ranchi, Lucknow and Delhi, 
between October 6 and 11. India are currently in the Caribbean for 
three ODIs and five T20Is, between July 22 and August 7. (ANI)

India to face Australia, South Africa  
ahead of men’s T20 World Cup
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