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QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of con-
gratulations to President of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Abdel Fattah El Sisi, on the 
occasion of his country’s 
National Day.

Amir greets 
Egyptian 
president

DPA
GENEVA 

THE World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has declared the 
monkeypox outbreak in more 
than 50 countries an “emer-
gency of international con-
cern.”

“Although I am declaring 
a public health emergency of 
international concern, for the 
moment this is an outbreak 
that is concentrated among 
men who have sex with men, 
especially those with multiple 
sexual partners,” WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus said.

“That means that this is an 
outbreak that can be stopped 
with the right strategies in the 
right groups,” he added.

Declaring an emergency is 
the WHO’s highest alert level 
for health threats, but it has no 
immediate consequences. It is 
meant to alert governments 
to take action to protect their 

populations.
Governments are advised 

to raise awareness among 
doctors and hospitals, take 
protective measures in sus-
pected cases and educate 

members of the population 
on how to protect themselves 
from infection.

Tedros said there had 
been more than 16,000 con-
firmed cases in more than 60 
countries, many of which had 
previously known virtually no 
monkeypox cases. 

In six African countries, 
where the virus has also in-
fected humans before, there 
were more than 240 cases.

In Germany, the Robert 
Koch Institute reported al-
most 2,300 cases on Friday.

A committee of independ-
ent experts had previously 
failed to agree on a joint rec-
ommendation on whether an 
emergency should be declared. 

The WHO declared the 
coronavirus outbreak as such 
an emergency in 2020. How-
ever, while the coronavirus 
spreads through aerosols con-
taining virus particles emitted 
breathing, talking or cough-
ing, monkeypox infections 
usually occur through close 
physical contact.

WHO declares highest 
alert over monkeypox
Outbreak is an 
emergency of 
international 
concern: WHO 
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HAMAD Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC) has revealed that 
the death rate from acute 
heart attacks during the year 
2021 decreased by 2 percent 
as compared to 2015, which 
is comparable to the global 
rates of the best hospitals in 
the world.

The corporation at-
tributed the decline to the 
continuous development 
witnessed by the Heart 
Hospital in terms of devices 
and technologies, as well as 
medical teams qualified to 
deal quickly 
with acute 
cases in re-
cent years.

T h e s e 
s t a t i s t i c s 
were re-
vealed on 
the oc-
casion of 
the Heart 
H o s p i t a l 
organizing 
the first “Cardiac Catheteri-
zation Day” to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the be-
ginning of catheterization 
at Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion.

During the ceremony, 
Consultant Cardiologist Dr 
Hajar Ahmed Hajar Al Bi-
nali reviewed the history of 
the cardiac catheterization 
department since its estab-
lishment, the stages of devel-
opment of the services pro-
vided, the development of 
the department, the services 
and modern technologies 

that have led to improving 
the health care provided to 
patients at the Heart Hospi-
tal, which is comparable to 
the services given  in the best 
hospitals in the world.

Medical Director of the 
Heart Hospital Dr Nidal Al 
Asaad announced that the 
number of cardiac cath-
eterization operations has 
increased by 50 percent over 
the past five years. The Heart 
Hospital performs more 
than 4,500 therapeutic and 
diagnostic catheterization 
operations annually, includ-
ing 1,100 cases of emergency 
cardiac catheterization for 

critical and 
urgent cases 
that require 
rapid in-
t e r v e n t i o n 
through a ro-
tating team 
with the nec-
essary expe-
rience and 
e q u i p m e n t 
to deal with 
difficult and 

complex cases and by inter-
national standards.

Al Asaad said the rapid 
intervention for these cases 
is carried out within a period 
not exceeding 45 minutes, 
which is much less than the 
internationally-approved 
standard of 90 minutes, and 
the Heart Hospital provides 
catheterization services for 
cases transferred from the 
heart departments of Al 
Khor, Al Wakrah and Hazm 
Mebaireek hospitals.

Qatar sees  
2% drop in 
heart attack 
death rate

Construction work 
of Mawater City’s  
automotive service 
center completed
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Barwa Real Estate Group 
has completed the construc-
tion work to develop a special 
automotive service centre as a 
first part of the third phase of 
the Mawater City.

The completion rate in 
the second part of phase III 
was about 67 percent. It has 
119 used car showrooms with 
spaces ranging from 400 to 
1,000 square metres and 344 
miscellaneous apartments be-
tween one and two bedrooms, 
in addition to 123 multi-space 
offices and 100 shops, 10 car 
maintenance workshops, 4 car 
washers, as well as other ser-
vice facilities such as restau-
rants, hypermarket, mosque 
and an auto parts vending 
center, as well as an auto deal-
ership showroom.

The construction works 
for this phase will be complet-
ed during the first quarter of 
next year 2023.

The third phase of this 
pilot project extends over a 

land area of approximately 
340,000 square metres. 

Pursuant to its strategy to 
build and develop sustainable 
specialized cities that support 
the various economic, indus-
trial, and service sectors in the 
country, Barwa Real Estate 
Group has developed the most 
competitive platform in the 
region for the sale, purchase 
and maintenance of used ve-
hicles and the main destina-
tion in Qatar for these activi-
ties.

Barwa Real Estate is also 
working to provide phase 
III with sophisticated infra-
structure, including a power 
substation, internal roads, 
surveillance cameras, a fire 
control system, potable water 
and irrigation systems and a 
wastewater treatment plant. 

In addition, the group is 
assessing the establishment 
of complementary automotive 
facilities in the subsequent 
phases of the city’s construc-
tion.

Although I am declaring a public health 
emergency of international concern, for 
the moment this is an outbreak that is 

concentrated among men who have sex with men, 
especially those with multiple sexual partners. That 
means that this is an outbreak that can be stopped 
with the right strategies in the right groups.
— Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO chief

MoECC rescues another baby dugong 
BUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC), in coop-
eration with Qatari environmental 
activist Khalifa Omar Saleh Al Ha-
midi, has rescued a baby dugong 
from Khor Al-Adaid area.

The rescue operation was car-
ried out after Al Hamidi reported 
the delinquency of a dugong pup 
at dawn on Saturday in the Khor Al- 
Adaid area.

A specialised team from the 
ministry immediately transferred 
the baby dugong to a designated 
tank in Fuwairit (Sea Turtle Project) 
and named it Oscar, and provided  
it with necessary care to ensure its 
safety.

The ministry’s team also 

treated the dugong’s superficial 
wounds, gave milk and fed him 
under the supervision of ministry’s 
aquatic nutritionists.

Next February, the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 

will prepare for the release of the 
recently rescued dugongs, after the 
necessary care has been provided 
and they are able to rely on them-
selves, as they will be returned to 
live in their original environment.

Scattered rain likely from Tuesday: QMD
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE country is expected to see scattered rain from Tues-
day until the end of the week, according to Qatar Meteor-
ology Department (QMD). “According to the latest updates 
of the weather charts it is expected that the clouds cover 
will increase over the country from Tuesday until the end 
of the week, with initial indications of scattered rain from 
light to moderate intensity that may become thundery at 
times,” the QMD said.

The number of cardiac 
catheterization operations 
at HMC’s Heart Hospital 
has increased by 50% 
over the past five years. 
The hospital performs 
over 4,500 therapeutic 
and diagnostic catheteri-
zation operations annually

THE competent authorities on Saturday referred 443 people to the Public Prosecution for violating 
COVID-19 preventive and precautionary measures in force in the country. While 434 people were 
referred to the Public Prosecution for not wearing masks, nine booked for not installing COVID-19 
contact-tracing app Ehteraz. The competent authorities have urged the public to adhere to the 
precautionary and preventive measures in place to protect them and others from the spread of 
coronavirus. (TNN)

Action against 434 for not wearing masks

Continued on page 2 
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Mada, QA launch 
flight simulation 
lab for autistic 
patients (PG 2)
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Deputy Amir sends greetings to 
Egyptian president

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of 
Egypt Abdel Fattah El Sisi on the occasion of his country’s 
National Day. (QNA)

Prime Minister congratulates Egyptian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratula-
tions to Prime Minister of Egypt Dr Mostafa Kamal Madbou-
ly on the occasion of his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Quick read

Egypt keen to broaden 
ties with Qatar: Envoy

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

EGYPT is keen to broaden its 
historical and strong relations 
with Qatar in all sectors, Ambas-
sador of Egypt to Qatar HE Amr 
Kamal El-Sherbiny has said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the eve of his country’s 
70th National Day celebrations, 
the anniversary of Egyptian rev-
olution of 1952, the ambassador 
lauded the recent official visit of 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

He said that both sides 
pledged to strengthen bilateral 
relations on broader horizons 
to the next level and to establish 
cooperation mechanism in vari-
ous fields.

He said that earlier in March 
this year, the visit of Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Qatar HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani to Cairo and 
his meeting with Foreign Minis-
ter of Egypt Sameh Shoukry wit-
nessed the signing of an agree-
ment of Qatari investment of $5 
billion in Egypt.

The envoy said that Qatar 
is the 10th largest investor in 
Egypt, with share investments 
worth $2.2 billion in about 231 
various companies, including 
petroleum sector, banking, real 
estate and hospitality with a to-
tal capital of $4.6 billion. This 

is in addition to the agreement 
signed during the recent visit 
of HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani to Cairo.

El-Sherbiny hopes to attract 
further handsome Qatari invest-
ments in the next few months.

He said that despite the 
worldwide difficult econom-
ic circumstances, including 
Ukraine-Russian crisis and re-
percussions of COVID-19 pan-
demic, and the reduced expec-
tations for global growth to 3.6 
percent for 2022 and 2023, the 
Egyptian economy indicators 
show that growth reached 5.9 

percent in 2022, compared to 
3.3 percent in 2021, thus con-
firming its ability to withstand 
various shocks.

“We like to further build 
stronger bilateral relations in 
various sectors, including trade, 
investment, transport, com-
munication, ports, education, 
culture and sports,” he said, 
referring to the visits to Qatar 
by the Minister of Transport in 
April, the Minister of Finance 
at Qatar Economic Forum; the 
Minister of Trade and Industry; 
the President of Suez Canal Au-
thority; and Advisor and CEO 

of General Authority for Invest-
ment and Free Zones.

The ambassador said the 
visits fostered strong willing-
ness of both sides in building 
strong bilateral bonds, adding 
that the meetings were held 
with Qatari officials and busi-
ness groups to review further 
opportunities of investments, 
incentives offered to foreign in-
vestors, including in free zones, 
economic zones and the Suez 
Canal. 

He said the discussions also 
focused on establishing a unit 
to follow up and communicate 

with business owners directly 
to overcome any obstacles on 
launching of ‘Egypt Digital 
Gateway’ to provide about 90 
percent of digital services elimi-
nating bureaucracy and mini-
mising processing procedure.

The envoy said that Egypt 
will be the host of the COP 27 
UN Conference on Climate 
Change from November 6 to 18, 
2022 at the Sharm El-Sheikh.

He said a set of incentives 
have been issued to support 
investment activities related to 
green economy, including pro-
duction of green hydrogen and 
the transition to modern envi-
ronmentally friendly transpor-
tation using electric vehicles. 

He said that work on mono-
rail ‘LRT” electric train is ex-
pected to start sometimes in the 
last quarter of this year.

El-Sherbiny said that Egypt 
fully support and ready to pro-
vide all assistance to Qatar 
to host a successful first ever 
FIFA World Cup 2022 in Arab 
world. 

“Although, Egyptian team 
did not qualify for the World 
Cup, Egyptian fans and the large 
number of Egyptian community 
members in Qatar will be par-
ticipating in the tournament. 
We look forward to organising 
a one-day trip for Egyptian fans 
from outside Doha to attend 
2022 World Cup matches,” he 
added.

ALBANIAN PARLIA-
MENT SPEAKER 
MEETS QATAR’S 
AMBASSADOR
Speaker of Parlia-
ment of Albania 
Lindita Nikolla met 
with Ambassador of 
Qatar to Albania HE 
Ali bin Hamad Al Marri 
in Tirana on Saturday. 
During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral 
relations between the 
two countries. (QNA)

HE Amr El Sherbini

Heart Hospital uses 
cutting-edge cardiac 
catheterisation method

HE pointed out that in recent 
years, the cardiac catheterisa-
tion department has witnessed 
the adoption of modern tech-
niques and methods when 
performing cardiac catheteri-
sation, where devices to as-
sist the heart pump (Ecmo) 
have been introduced. This is 
in addition to treating mitral 
valve leakage through cath-
eterization, which was previ-
ously performed by surgical 
intervention and is inserted 
through a catheter, stapling 
and repairing leakage.

Deputy Head of the Heart 
Department for Medical Af-

fairs and Director of Cath-
eterisation Laboratories at 
the Heart Hospital Dr Abdul 
Rahman Orabi stressed that 
what distinguishes the Heart 
Hospital from other hospitals 
is the application of the best in-
ternational standards despite 
the high number of cases com-
pared to other heart hospitals 
and the employment of the best 
medical equipment in addition 
to having highly qualified and 
professional medical expertise.

He revealed that the wait-
ing period for cardiac cathe-
terisation for non-urgent cases 
has decreased from 8 months 
to 4 weeks over the past four 
years.

Mawater provides 
mixed use facilities

THE city of Mawater extends 
over a land area of 1,151,731 
square metres, located in 
Rawdat Rashid west of the in-
tersection of Salwa Street. It 
provides used car showrooms, 
residential and office units, 
workshops and retail shops, 
essential facilities serving city-
visitors like traffic manage-
ment offices, banks and auto 
insurance companies, and gas 
station. Also, a special area for 

automotive technical inspec-
tion services ‘Fahes’ has al-
located land of approximately 
26,000 square meters to it, 
which is being established by 
the Qatar Fuel Company (Wo-
qod).

The Barwa Real Estate 
Group’s leading real estate, 
utilities, and assets man-
agement company, Waseef, 
manages the first and sec-
ond phases of Mawater City  
and provides leasing services 
to it.

Mada, Qatar Airways launch flight 
simulation lab for autistic patients

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Assistive Technology 
Centre (Mada) has launched 
a flight simulation lab for chil-
dren with autism spectrum 
disorder and their parents, an 
exceptional facility developed 
with the support of Qatar Air-
ways.

The lab, which is part of 
Mada’s innovation programme, 
is designing and developing a 
realistic cabin inside the aircraft 
based on both virtual and aug-
mented reality to allow children 
with autism spectrum disorder 
and their parents a simulated 
experience of a flight on Qatar 
Airways.

The flight simulation lab 
provides an experience de-
signed to relieve the stress and 
anxiety that afflicts parents and 
children with autism spectrum 
disorder when traveling by air, 

and this experience simulates a 
full flight, starting from safety 
instructions on takeoff and in-
teraction with the ocean and the 
crew of the aircraft during the 
flight virtually and ending with 
the landing process.

In this regard, Qatar Air-
ways CEO Akbar Al Baker 
expressed his pride in provid-
ing full support to the “Flight 
Simulation Lab” programme 
and joining Mada in continu-

ing its efforts to raise awareness 
of autism spectrum disorder 
and work to create more inclu-
sive communities both on the 
ground and in the air, stress-
ing the firm commitment to 
take care of all passengers at all 
stages of their journey with Qa-
tar Airways.

“We continue to educate 
our employees and crew mem-
bers on how to provide support 
to people with autism spectrum 

disorder and their families in 
the best way and as effectively 
as possible,” he added.

Qatar Assistive Technology 
Centre (Mada) Chief Executive 
Maha Al Mansouri commented: 
“At Mada centre, we work with 
various partners and innovators 
to develop a supportive eco-
system to create technological 
solutions in Arabic to enhance 
digital access for people with 
disabilities and the elderly, and 
based on our role as a centre 
of excellence in digital access 
that leads the advancement of 
leading international industry 
practices at the global, regional 
and local levels, and in a distinc-
tive and unique achievement at 
the level of the region and the 
world, we launched the flight 
simulation laboratory project 
for children with autism spec-
trum disorder”.

She pointed out that this 
project will play an important 

role in preparing these chil-
dren, their families and the 
surrounding environment for 
an integrated, comprehensive 
and obstacle-free experience of 
traveling through aviation by 
designing an interactive travel 
environment using virtual and 
augmented reality technology.

Al Mansouri explained that 
the flight simulation lab pro-
ject is one of the achievements 
of the Mada Innovation Pro-
gramme, which leads the ef-
forts to develop the innovation 
ecosystem in accessing ICT and 
assistive technology in order to 
integrate and empower people 
with disabilities and the elderly 
by launching research projects 
and supporting the develop-
ment of the latest technological 
solutions that keep pace with 
the latest developments in digi-
tal inclusion within the frame-
work of global digital transfor-
mation.

ICC celebrates 
World Youth Skills 
Day with splendid 
display of talents

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Indian Cultural Centre 
(ICC) Youth Wing celebrated the 
‘World Youth Skills Day’ on July 
15, with fervor and a wonderful 
display of skills and talent. The 
event featured many firsts for 
ICC including the recognition of 
young achievers.

Adhrika Manikandan Nair 
received the Order of Excellence 
and graduated with honors. Her 
Highness Sheikha Jawahar bint 
Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani 
presented her with the Distin-
guished Student Award for out-
standing performance at Qatar 
University.

Anvi Amit Joshi, 14, a stu-
dent at Oryx International 
School, has been trekking since 
the age of seven and has reached 
Tanzania’s highest Volcano 
peak, Mount Kilimanjaro, which 
stands at 5895 metres.

Dr. Harshita Shailesh, who 
received her Ph.D. from Qatar 
University after completing her 
thesis on proliferative signaling 
in breast cancer, could not at-
tend the evening due to personal 

reasons.
First Secretary and Coor-

dinating Officer of ICC Xavier 
Dhanaraj; DTM Sonny Var-
ghese; guest of honor Dr. Kavi-
tah Mustafa ME, Ph.D., Pro-
fessor, Anna University; ICC 
President PN BabuRajan; and 
ICC Advisory Chair KS Prasad 
presided over the felicitation 
ceremony.

Vinod Nair, ICBF president; 
Mahesh Gowda, KSQ presi-
dent; Subramanya Hebbagelu, 
VP ICC; Rajini Murthy, MC 
ICBF; and ICC MC members 
Kamala Thakur, Afsal Majeed 
were among those who attended 
the evening. Harika guided the 
day with her crisp and concise 
introductions. The highlights 
of the evening were a motiva-
tional speech by chief guest 
Xavier Dhanraj and a very in-
spiring speech delivered by vet-
eran Toastmaster DTM Sonny 
Varghese. Another first was the 
ICC Youth Wing Team accepting 
complete responsibility for the 
conceptualisation, planning, and 
flawless execution. Dishari and 
Pallavi oversaw and coordinated 
the entire event.

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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IIS records 100% success in 
CBSE Class X examinations

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ideal Indian School has produced 
excellent results in the CBSE Class X 
Board Examinations. The school has 
achieved 100 percent success. Out of 
the 325 students who appeared for the 
examination, 148 have secured distinc-
tion while 92 secured first class.

The first position is shared by 
Safa Fathima and Salwa Usman with 
96.8 percent while Dhilna Anvar se-
cured the second position with 95.8 
percent. Ann Mary Deljo and Aysha 
Haya secured the third position with 
95.6 percent.

Salwa Usman topped in English 
with 98 percent. Safa Fathima is the 
topper in Mathematics with 98 per-
cent. Dhilna Anvar and J. Ida Jemi 
topped in Science with 99 percent 

while Salwa Usman topped in Social 
Science with 100 percent. Susila Ban 
topped in Hindi with 96 percent and 
Dilna Anvar, Annmary Deljo, Fathi-
math Hisana, Ayisha Amal and Ohee-
ba Kadeeja D topped in Malayalam 
with 100 percent. Aamna Umar was 
the topper in Urdu with 100 percent. 
Dilruba, Mohamed Nawas Ashfaq, 
Elaf Sameir Nasser Suliman and Maab 
Abdelrahim Merghani topped in Ara-
bic with 100 percent. Mary Stenicka 
Fernando topped in French with 100 
percent. J Ida Jemi, T. Vaishnavi and 
Magaasri Sivadasan topped in Tamil 
with 97 percent.

The chairman, managing director, 
president and principal of IIS appreci-
ated the students of Grades 10 and 12 
for emerging as one of the top achiev-
ers in the region and adding glory to 
the school. 

The school prides itself on nur-
turing and nourishing the talents of 
its students, which has resulted in re-
markable achievements. The school 
administration has praised the staff, 
students and parents for their coopera-
tion and hard work which is reflected 
in the results.

The other toppers were: Mishaal 
V H, Anandithaa Devi M V, Amina 
Zenna Asif, Mahasen Walid Omer Mo-
hamed Ahmed, Shahd Muhammad 
Afsar, Razaid Aziz K, Zahara Fatima, 
Mohamed Sahal E A, Abin Kuriakose 
Biju, Ayishath Nahda Abdul Razak, 
Muhammed Ashar Nisam, Neha 
Padikkal, Maryam Merzan Chhoi, Ri-
shikesh Sarkar, Sahil Muhammed, Ali 
Bin Ahmed al Katheri, Afeefa Jabeen T 
M, Ansam Idris Ali Karar, Bhanupriya 
H M, Zaina Murad Khan and Aseel 
Osama Mohamed Ibrahim Ali.

Cent percent results for PPS in CBSE Class X examinations

THE management, principal 
and staff of Podar Pearl School 
(PPS) have congratulated the 
students and parents of Class X 

(2021-22) on their excellent re-
sults in the recently concluded 
CBSE Examinations. The school 
has achieved 100 percent results 

for the second consecutive year 
in the examinations. 

Twenty-five percent stu-
dents secured above 90 percent 

aggregate, while 50 percent 
students got above 90 percent 
in English and 35 percent stu-
dents scored above 90 percent 

in Science. Fifty-nine percent 
students got above 90 percent in 
Artificial Intelligence. 

The top scorers are: Smrithi 

Ganesh (96.40%), Sriya Dinesh 
(96.20%), Hasna Fahima Zahir 
Hussain  (95.00%), Hanan An-
war (94.60%), Karmarkar Ved-

ant Sameer (94.00%), Moham-
mad Saad (93.00%),  Prathibha 
Prasanth (91.00%) and Emaad 
Ali Akbara (90.40%). (TNN)

IIS achieves 100% pass
in CBSE Class XII exams

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ideal Indian school (IIS) 
has produced an outstanding 100 
percent pass in the CBSE Class 
XII Examinations. Out of the 243 
students who appeared for the 
examinations, 133 have bagged 
Distinction while 92 got First 
Class and 18 students secured 
Second Class.

Aswin Arunkumar T became 
the topper with 98 percent marks 
in the Science Stream, followed by 
Mohamd Anas Ezzuddin with 96.8 
percent and Syeda Maksuda Jahan 
with 95 percent. 

In the Commerce Stream, Zah-
rah Sainudin secured the top po-
sition with 96.8 percent marks, 
followed by Zainab Abdul Mujeeb 
with 95 percent and Nida Abdul 
Manaf with 93.4 percent marks.

Fatma emerged topper in the 
Humanities Stream with 91.4 per-
cent marks while K S Najla secured 
the second position with 90.4 per-
cent and Farheen Mahaboob at the 
third position with 89.2 percent 
marks. 

The Director & Chairman, and 
President and the Principal of the 
school congratulated the students 
on their achievement and lauded 
the efforts of the staff.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

REPEATING its past record 
of stellar success, Birla Public 
School has earned hundred 
percent pass rate in Class X as 
results were announced by the 
CBSE. The school’s 15th batch 
consisted of 511 students.

Nihal Ashik Mathilakath-
veetil emerged as the topper 
of the school scoring 99.00 
percent marks, while Mahika 
Rao secured second place 
with 98.80 percent and Ardra 
Sunil, Farah Nazeer Shees, 
Aarish Arvind and Nidhi Lek-
shmi Roy stood third with 
98.60 percent marks.

The school secured a total 
of 37 centum while 229 stu-
dents scored more than 90 

percent marks and 470 stu-
dents scored marks above 75 
percent.

Among them, 57 students 
scored A1 grade in five sub-
jects. These students are: Ag-
nus Martin, Ardra Sunil, Aryan 
Maheshwari, Haya Hasan Ath-
akkakath, Ismail Tanvir, Ka-
mali Ramesh, Lakshmi Sunil 
Nair, Selvanthini Senthamizh-
selvan, Fardeen Riaz Ahamed, 
Krisha Pankaj Bhuva, Linette 
Ann Tom Thomas, Hridya 
Sreenivasan, Subiksha Indhra 
Gandhi, Tisha Pinheiro, Abi-
ram Krishna Nair, Ashmita 
Chakraborty, Elina Ann Jibu, 
Farah Nazeer Shees, Mahika 
Rao, Sai Naishika Bollikonda, 
Srinath, Sriram, Falah Mo-
hammed, Raksha Prakash, 
Sheza Fathima, Abhinayaa 

Karthigeyan, Jonathan Dar-
ron Reuben, Rachel Roy Alap-
pat, Ramakrishna Manava-
lan Krishnan, Aarish Arvind, 
Anant Ruminkumar Patel, 
Jazl Anwar Mundam Valappil, 
Afrin Ajmal, Dhanica Mariam 
Prince, Emin Therese Joseph, 
Narain Gopinath, Jissa Mary 
Jomon, Niya Sara Mathews, 
Nihal Ashik Mathilakath-
veetil, Aishwarya Anand, Sa-
dhika Sajitkumar, Vismaya 
Unnikrishnan, Eva Pinto, Nan-
dana Bijukumar, Tarika Gorle, 
Zoya Joline Mukerjie, Adit-
thyan Seebak, Lea Fathima 
Moolayil, Moksha Dhananjay 
Shetty, Sumaiyah Vattapar-
ambil Mohamed A, Ananya 
Mahajan, Baba Luqmaan Gun-
dluru, Devyaansh Das, Nidhi 
Lekshmi Roy, Omkar Charade, 

Shubham Ketan Jariwala and 
Tharunika Karunakaran.

The number of students 
who obtained A1 grade in dif-
ferent subjects is as follows: 
Mathematics Standard (98), 
Science (181), Social Science 
(149), Mathematics Basic (29), 
Information Technology (92) 
Artificial Intelligence (55), 
English (248) and second lan-
guages (53).

A statement issued on the 
occasion said, “Birla Public 
School acknowledges the piv-
otal role played by the teachers 
and parents in their children’s 
accomplishment.”

The Chairman, Gope Sha-
hani, and all the Board of Di-
rectors members congratu-
lated the students on their 
fantastic performance.

Birla Public School maintains its
full pass record in CBSE Class X

Olive International School students excel in CBSE board exams
OLIVE International School 
(OIS), Qatar has secured 100 
percent pass in the CBSE 
board exams for 2021-2022 
the session.

The school management 
has congratulated the stu-
dents for passing the board ex-
ams and for putting in diligent 
work and commitment. 

The school had 39 students 
appearing for the board exam-
ination out of whom 35 scored 
above distinction, 25 scored 
above 80 percent, and 14 

scored above 91 percent.
Olive International School 

management has congratulat-
ed the school topper Sripurna 
Bachaspati for scoring 98.8 
percent and getting cent per-
cent marks in Mathematics 

and Science. The second top-
per is Anamika Priya with 98.2 
percent. Neha Jinesh John 
came third with 97 percent 
and Centum in Science, while 
Richa Maria Joji and Johaan 
Cherian George scored an ag-

gregate of 96 percent and 95.8 
percent, respectively.

In a statement, the school 
said, “Our students have ex-
emplary performance and 
have scored highest marks in 
various subjects. We have our 

subject toppers Zayed Abdul 
Kalam with Centum in Eng-
lish, Khadija Bint Johar (Ara-
bic), Poojit Kumar (Tamil), 
Anamika Priya (Malayalam), 
Sripurna Bachaspati (Science, 
Social Science, IT, Hindi and 

Math) and Neha Jinesh John 
(Science).

The school also congratu-
lated and thanked all the 
teachers who have given their 
best despite the challenges 
during the pandemic time and 

never failed to motivate the 
students to perform to the best 
of their ability. 

The school wished the 
students and teachers the  
best in their future endeav-
ours. (TNN)
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CBSE Class XII examination 2022: BPS 
students come out with flying colours
A total of 405 students of Birla 
Public School appeared for 
the Senior Secondary School 
Certificate Examination (Class 
XII) in May-June 2022. Out 
of these students, 30 per-
cent scored above 90 percent 
and overall 79 percent scored 
above 75 percent – distinction.

The overall and Science 
stream topper is Aditya Gupta 
with 98 percent. Mohamed 
Sahal topped the Commerce 
stream with 97.40, while Jui 
Baliga and Shaymanti Bhowmik 
led the Humanities stream with 
97.20 score.

Altogether, six students in 
Engineering Graphics, 10 in 
Psychology, one in Economics, 
three in Sociology, five in Math-
ematics, one in Physics, four in 
Chemistry, one in Biology, one 
in Informatics Practices and four 
in Computer Science, scored 
Centum. A total of 29 students 
got A1 grade in all the five sub-
jects. In all, the school got 596 
A1s in various subjects.

This year, the school regis-
tered 83.14 percent school aver-
age in Science, while it recorded 
82.10 percent in Commerce and 
83.72 percent in Humanities.

The toppers in Science 
stream are Aditya Gupta, 98 
percent; Kishen Gandhi 97.80 
percent and Abhiram Suresh 
97.20 percent. The Commerce 
stream is led by Mohamed sahal 
97.40 percent; Parvathi Rajesh 
Nair 96.40 percent and Antony 
Vincent 95.20 percent. 

Toppers in Humanities 
stream are Jui Baliga and Shay-
manti Bhowmik 97.20 percent; 
Anndria jino 95.80 percent and 
Leo Abu Kurien 95.60

Subject-wise, Jui Baliga and 
Shaymanti Bhowmik scored 99 
percent in Political Science. In 
Economics, Mohamed Sahal, 
Alamelu Venkatachalam, An-
gela Chittilappilly Wilson, Arya 
Ananthan and Ashitha San-
thosh got 100 percent. In Psy-
chology, Ganga Kizhakkeveettil 
Bijoy, Hannah Elsa Ninan, Hu-
maira Tasneem, Melissa Susan 
George, Anndria Jino and Jui 
Baliga scored 100 percent.

In Sociology, Anndria Jino, 
Jui Baliga and Leo Abu Kurien 
got 100 percent. In Mathemat-
ics, Aditya Gupta

Kishen Gandhi, Nola Daisy 
Thomas, Ann Rose Saji and 
Rana Maihar Pratap Singh 
scored 100 percent. Kishen Gan-
dhi and Alamelu Venkatachalam 
score 100 percent in Physics and 
Biology respectively.

In Chemistry, Kishen Gan-
dhi, Vennila Sara Joseph, Ab-
hiram Suresh and Yash Gabra 
got 100 percent. In Engineering 
Graphics, Kishen Gandhi, Nola 
Daisy Thomas, Rimpa Nandi, 
Rithika Chinthalapalli Patta, 
Sophia Grace Koshy and Velu 
Vigneshwaran Balasubramania 
scored 100 percent.

In Physical Education, Ee-
sha Vilas Kharade, Pragya Ran-
jan, Shrijeeta Ghosh, Prisha 
Badwaik, Kurien Poothicote 

Babu, Antony Vincent, Hena 
Naijo Edakkalathur and Karthik 
Santhosh got 99 percent. In 
Business Studies, Antony Vin-
cent, Hena Naijo Edakkalathur, 
Karthik Santhosh, Mohamed 
Sahal, Naomi Mary Abraham, 
Reeva Prashantbhai Shah and 
Dhanya Jose score 99 percent.

Parvathi Rajesh Nair scored 
99 percent in Accountancy while 
Midhun Sreelekha Madhu score 
100 in Informatics Practices.

In Computer Science, Albin 
Siby George, Abhiram Suresh, 
Jerry Tomy Mukalel and Rahul 
Raghuveer Kamath scored 100 
percent. Mohamed Sahal got 97 
percent in Applied Mathematics 
while Aditya Gupta score 99 per-
cent in English Core.

The students who secured 
A1 in all subjects are: Eesha 
Vilas Kharade, Aditya Gupta, 
Albin Siby George, Asmi Ra-
jendra More, Subhashini Sud-
hakar, Arya Ananthan, Ganga 
Kizhakkeveettil Bijoy, Melissa 
Susan George, Aashana Chaud-
hary, Gouri Sandhya, Neha 
Elsa Thomas, Vennila Sara 
Joseph, Abhishek Arun, Adel 
Mohammed Haneef, Joseph 
Jitto Kachappilly, Nandagopal 
Nair, Shane Boby, Sreekumar 
Chedikkulathu Vishnu, Abhiram 
Suresh, Rana Maihar Pratap 
Singh, Tanish Mishra, Mid-
hun Sreelekha Madhu, Mishaal 
Nousher, Siddharta Malik, Yash 
Gabra, Antony Vincent, Mo-
hamed Sahal, Anndria Jino and 
Shaymanti Bhowmik. (TNN)



STRAINED TIES

dpa 
Berlin 

German Defence minister 
Christine Lambrecht hopes to 
have clarity on the further de-
ployment of the Bundeswehr 
in mali by September, saying 
it is no longer clear if the rul-
ing junta still welcomes their 
presence.

“The malian rulers must 
explain whether they want 
to continue cooperating with 
the international community 
in the fight against terror-

ism, whether we are welcome. 
I currently have my doubts 
about this,” Lambrecht told 
dpa on Saturday ahead of a 
high-ranking Un representa-
tive’s trip to mali.

It was not acceptable that 
“harassing practices” made 
the work of German soldiers 
more difficult and, in some 
cases, impossible, she said.

a contingent rotation is 
planned for September, mean-
ing that most of the soldiers 
stationed in mali, as part of 
the Un peacekeeping mission 

mInUSma, will be replaced.
Ties between Berlin and 

Bamako have been strained 
since a military coup in mali 
last year.

The situation has fur-
ther deteriorated in recent 
months, with the junta in mali 
declaring that it would not 
permit any personnel changes 
to the international forces for 
the time being.

Last week, eight members 
of the German armed Forces 
were prevented from boarding 
a civilian flight by malian au-

thorities in an act Berlin called 
“harassment.” 

The government in mali, 
on the other hand, is demand-
ing clarification on the rela-
tionship between the German 
government and 49 soldiers 
from Ivory Coast arrested in 
Bamako on July 10.

The soldiers were arrested 
on accusations of illegally en-
tering the country, destabiliz-
ing the government in mali 
and being mercenaries.

However, according to the 
German Defence ministry, 

the forces have been deployed 
since 2019, with the knowl-
edge and approval of the au-
thorities in mali, to guard a 
Un base at Bamako airport, 
which is also used by Ger-
many.

The United nations mul-
tidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization mission in mali 
(mInUSma) is a peacekeep-
ing force established to boost 
security in mali after the Tu-
areg rebellion of 2012, an ear-
ly stage of the ongoing armed 
conflict in the country.

Germany hopes for answers on Bundeswehr presence in Mali by Sept

Thatcher looms large 
over UK’s PM race

dpa 
london

aS the race to replace British 
Prime minister Boris Johnson 
continues, it is the legacy of 
another Conservative leader 
that looms over both candi-
dates.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
has so far drawn most associa-
tions with margaret Thatcher, 
the first female prime minister 
whose personality and poli-
cies defined the last quarter of 
20th century Britain.

But it was rishi Sunak who 
on Saturday appeared to con-
sciously cultivate a more direct 
link with Thatcher, giving a 
speech to the party faithful in 
her birthplace of Grantham, 
Lincolnshire.

The former chancellor has 
been quick to associate his 
own steady-as-she-goes ap-
proach to the public finances 
with Thatcher, although he de-
clined to get into too much de-
tail about the location choice 
when pressed on it by report-
ers.

Instead, he said what he 
proposes is “common-sense 

Thatcherism.” Truss recent-
ly hit out at comparisons to 
Thatcher, who died in 2013, 
calling them frustrating.

But it has been suggested 
the comparisons have not 
been unwelcome to Truss, 
pointing to some of her eye-
catching photo opportunities, 
even if the Foreign Secretary 
herself has tried to scoff such 
an idea.

Truss donned military gear 
and perched in a tank for pic-
tures during a visit to estonia, 
echoing an image of former 
prime minister Thatcher in a 
tank in West Germany in 1986.

more recently, an outfit 
worn at one of the televised 
leadership debates bore un-
canny similarities to the attire 
once worn by Thatcher.

But Truss told BBC radio 
4’s Today programme: “I am 
my own person.

“I’m from a very differ-
ent background. I grew up in 
Yorkshire. I went to a com-
prehensive school. I am some-
body who has worked all my 
life to get things done. and 
that’s what I want to do in the 
job.”

dpa 
Athens 

HeaT and fires continued to 
plague the people of Greece on 
Saturday, with crews battling 
to put out blazes big and small 
as temperatures were set hit 40 
degrees Celsius.

a large fire continued to 
ravage the Dadia national Park, 
near the border with Turkey. It 
is one of the largest forest areas 
in south-eastern europe.

a second major fire raged 
on the southern side of the 
holiday island of Lesbos. The 
civil defence force ordered the 
evacuation of the village of Vat-
era. Fire brigade units from the 
mainland were on their way to 
Lesbos to bolster efforts.

Smaller fires were burning 
on the Peloponnese Peninsula, 
Greek state radio reported. 
most of Greece’s 86 firefighting 
planes and helicopters were in 
action against the flames, the 
civil defence force said.   

The situation remained dif-

ficult in the nature reserve of 
Dadia in north-eastern Greece. 
The flames destroyed a biotope 
that is home to numerous birds 
of prey and wild animals.

The area is densely forested 
and there are hardly any roads. 
For this reason, the fire brigade 
is trying to contain the flames 
from the air with fire-fight-
ing planes and helicopters, a 
spokesman for the fire brigade 
said.

most of Greece’s 86 fire-
fighting planes and helicop-
ters were in action against the 
flames, the civil defence said.

Drought and high tempera-
tures would hit almost all parts 
of Greece in the coming days, 
creating “the perfect backdrop” 
for more fires, meteorologists 
warned on the radio.  

In central Greece, tempera-
tures were already around 38 
degrees Celsius in the early 
hours of Saturday. In places, 
the thermometers should show 
values of more than 40 degrees 
Celsius in the afternoon, the 

meteorological office warned.
It is expected to get even 

hotter at the beginning of next 
week, and the heat will last un-
til the beginning of august, it 
said.

elsewhere in europe, peo-
ple were injured during storms 
in austria. In Fulpmes, near 
Innsbruck, two people were 
swept away in their car by a 
mudslide, then rescued from 
the vehicle by the fire brigade 
and taken to a hospital, the 
aPa news agency reported.

In total, almost 200 fire 
brigade operations due to 
storms were recorded over-
night, mainly in the district of 
Innsbruck-Land. Small bridges 
were swept away, and build-

ings were also affected.
In Fulpmes, a search was 

conducted on Saturday for 
possible further buried victims 
because witnesses had stated 
that they had seen two vehicles 
in the area of the mudslide.  In 
the Italian province of South 
Tyrol, lightning strikes during 
a heavy thunderstorm caused 
several small forest fires.

In addition, the fire brigade 
in the northern Italian region 
had to be called out because of 
fallen trees.

In naturno, a tree fell on 
a campsite early on Satur-
day morning and hit a mobile 
home, according to the fire bri-
gade. no one was injured.

In merano, a tree fell on the 
swimming pool of a hotel. In 
Vilpian, lightning struck trees, 
an area of forest burned, but 
could be extinguished again. 
elsewhere, a roof truss burnt 
out.

South Tyrol forest fires 
have been exacerbated this 
summer by little rain and hard-

ly any snow in winter.
The autonomous Prov-

ince of Bolzano, also known as 
Bozen, has therefore already 
declared a water emergency 
in the catchment area of the 
adige river, among others. It is 
forbidden to water public and 
tourist green areas between 9 
am and 8 pm.

For the region around 
Bolzano, among others, a red 
heat warning was issued at the 
weekend with temperatures 
around 38 degrees Celsius.

meanwhile, forest fires on 
the French atlantic coast south 
of Bordeaux seemed to have 
been contained on Saturday. 
Some inhabitants were able to 
return to their homes, the pre-
fecture announced on Twitter.

The forest fires in Landi-
ras and La Teste-de-Buch, 
which broke out more than a 
week ago, destroyed more than 
20,600 hectares of land.

Thousands of people had 
to leave their homes as a pre-
caution.

Greece hit by heat, fire
Most of Greece’s 86 firefighting planes and helicopters were in action against the flames

38 degrees
in central Greece, tempera-
tures were already around 
38 degrees Celsius in the 
early hours of saturday

agencies 

InTernaTIonaL human 
rights groups on Saturday 
urged Sri Lanka’s new presi-
dent to immediately order 
security forces to cease use of 
force against protesters after 
troops and police cleared their 
main camp following months 
of demonstrations over the 
country’s economic meltdown.

a day after President ranil 
Wickremesinghe was sworn, 
hundreds of armed troops 
raided a protest camp outside 
the president’s office in the 
early hours of Friday, attack-
ing demonstrators with ba-
tons. 

Human rights Watch said 
the action “sends a danger-
ous message to the Sri Lankan 
people that the new govern-

ment intends to act through 
brute force rather than the 
rule of law.” 

Two journalists and two 
lawyers were also attacked by 
soldiers in the crackdown. Se-
curity forces arrested 11 peo-
ple, including protesters and 
lawyers.

“Urgently needed meas-
ures to address the economic 
needs of Sri Lankans demand 
a government that respects 
fundamental rights,” meenak-
shi Ganguly, South asia direc-
tor at Human rights Watch, 
said in a statement. 

“Sri Lanka’s internation-
al partners should send the 
message loud and clear that 
they can’t support an admin-
istration that tramples on the 
rights of its people.” 

also condemning the at-

tack, amnesty International 
said “it is shameful that the 
new government resorted to 
such violent tactics within 
hours of coming to power.” 

“The protesters have a 
right to demonstrate peace-
fully. excessive use of force, 
intimidation and unlawful ar-

rests seem to be an endlessly 
repetitive pattern in which 
the Sri Lankan authorities re-
spond to dissent and peaceful 
assembly,” said Kyle Ward, 
the group’s deputy secretary 
general.

Wickremesinghe, who pre-
viously served as prime min-
ister six times, was sworn in 
as president a week after his 
predecessor, Gotabaya raja-
paksa, fled the country. raja-
paksa later resigned while ex-
iled in Singapore.

Sri Lankans have taken to 
the streets for months to de-
mand their top leaders step 
down to take responsibility 
for the economic chaos that 
has left the nation’s 22 million 
people struggling with short-
ages of essentials, including 
medicine, fuel and food. While 

the protesters have focused on 
the rajapaksa’s family, Wick-
remesinghe also has drawn 
their ire as a perceived raja-
paksa surrogate.

armed troops and police 
arrived in trucks and buses 
on Friday to clear the main 
protest camp the capital, Co-
lombo, even though protesters 
had announced they would va-
cate the site voluntarily.

Sri Lanka’s opposition, the 
United nations, and the U.S. 
have denounced the govern-
ment’s heavy-handed tactics.

Despite heightened secu-
rity outside the president’s of-
fice, protesters have vowed to 
continue until Wickremesin-
ghe resigns.

on Friday, he appointed 
as prime minister a rajapaksa 
ally, Dinesh Gunawardena.

Rights groups urge Sri Lanka not to use force on protesters

Army personnel stand guard in front of the Presidential Secretariat in 
Colombo on Saturday. (AFP)

Troops raid
A day after President ranil 
Wickremesinghe was 
sworn, hundreds of armed 
troops raided a protest 
camp outside the 
president’s office in the 
early hours of Friday, 
attacking demonstrators 
with batons 
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tehrAn: At least 21 people have died in flash floods in the 
southern iranian province of Fars.

the small town of estahban was particularly affected by 
the extreme weather, the red Crescent said on saturday, ac-
cording to the irnA news agency. two people are still reported 
missing there. the red Crescent said it was at the scene with 
150 aid workers and has so far been able to rescue several 
families from the high waters. 

the threat posed by flooding will continue as the iranian 
weather service expects heavy rains to persist in the province 
over the course of saturday. (dpa)

Flash floods kill 21 in southern Iran

CAiro: the foreign ministers of saudi Arabia and iran will meet 
in the iraqi capital Baghdad after a series of secret talks held 
at a lower level to improve ties between the two regional rivals, 
a senior iraqi official was quoted as saying on saturday.

Following an attack by iranian islamists on the saudi em-
bassy in tehran in 2016, sunni Muslim saudi Arabia severed 
diplomatic relations with mostly shiite iran. they have faced 
off in regional proxy conflicts, including in syria and Yemen. 

however, recent months have seen a diplomatic rapproche-
ment between riyadh and tehran, taking place over several 
rounds of talks hosted by iraq. the hostile rhetoric previously 
exchanged by the two rivals has abated too. 

iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad hussein was quoted on satur-
day as telling the Kurdish news website rudaw that a public 
meeting is planned between the saudi and iranian foreign 
ministers. 

“We are currently busy and will set a date for a public 
meeting between the foreign ministers of the two countries in 
Baghdad,” hussein said, according to rudaw. (dpa)

Iraq to host high-level Saudi-Iranian 
talks amid rapprochement

News 
in brief

Britain’s Foreign Secretary and a contender for the leader of the 
Conservative party, and Britain’s next Prime Minister, Liz Truss enters 
a car after leaving a  hustings event in central London recently. (AFP)

A person runs as wildfire approaches houses on Vatera coastal resort on the eastern island of Lesbos on Saturday. (AFP)



Jonathan Bernstein

W
hat was once billed as 
six hearings over two-plus 
weeks by the house Select 
Committee investigating 
the attack on the US Capitol 

of Jan. 6, 2021, has now reached a 
break after eight hearings, stretched 
out over more than a month, with 
more promised in September. the 
committee has done about as good a 
job with that time as possible.

It’s found a way to take a well-
known story of a president who at-
tempted to overturn an election and 
keep the focus on the big picture of 
exactly what former President Don-
ald trump and his allies did to un-
dermine the republic, while at the 
same time filling in lots of relevant 
and fascinating new details. the in-
quiry also planted within that story 
a number of sidebars likely to spark 
interest from the press and in social 
media.

thursday night’s unnecessary 
but entertaining example was a 
swipe at Sen. Josh hawley, R-Mo., 
who famously raised a fist in solidar-
ity with the mob — only, as the com-
mittee showed with new footage, to 
run for his life from the rioters a few 
hours later. It was a perfect made-
for-social, comic-relief moment 
while taking nothing away from the 
seriousness of the proceedings.

So the committee is doing well. 
Does it matter? Yeah. It does.

One obvious audience going into 
the hearings were the journalists in 
the nonaligned media. For them, the 
hearings are basically a framing op-
eration: the committee is trying to 
get them to cover trump and his al-
lies as opponents of democracy, rath-
er than as opponents of Democrats. 
as long as the story is Democrats 
against Republicans, nonaligned 
media are going to be tempted to 
treat the story as if both sides should 
be treated as equals. But if the story 
is trump against democracy, then 
those same journalists will be more 
comfortable siding with democracy.

that kind of framing was helped 
by giving the two Republicans on the 
committee, especially Wyoming’s Liz 
Cheney, a central role. On thurs-
day, with Committee Chair Bennie 
thompson isolating with a mild case 
of COVID-19, Cheney (and not the 

next-ranking Democrat) presided. 
It’s been helped, too, by the parade 
of former trump administration 
officials who are testifying against 
the former president. But it’s been 
helped most by just holding the at-
tention of politics professionals and 
forcing them to reckon with how bad-
ly trump violated his oath of office, 
and how monstrous his actions were.

a second audience was those 
Republican party actors who are nei-
ther die-hard trump fans nor never-
trumpers — those Republicans who 
recognize what trump is, but have 
usually gone along with him and his 
supporters for a variety of reasons. 
For them, the big case to make is 
that trump is more dangerous to the 
party than to those in the party who 
oppose him. It’s not clear whether 
the hearings are having much effect 
on them or not. If trump has lost 
support from this cohort, it may be 
more because of his limited success 
promoting candidates during the 
2022 primaries. But his inability to 
put the 2020 election behind him 
doesn’t seem to be helping him with 
this group within the party.

and that points to an important 
audience that I didn’t recognize go-
ing in: trump himself. Perhaps he 
would be focused on 2020, anyway. 
But surely the committee is helping 
fix his attention there. that means 
that trump has been attacking 
Cheney and the Republican witness-
es, which doesn’t do Republicans 
trying to win the 2022 midterms 
any good. It probably makes the case 
that trump is yesterday’s news more 
compelling (even though, as we 
learned in the wobbly outtakes from 
a trump statement recorded on Jan. 
7, 2021, trump finds “yesterday” a 
hard word to say). With the condi-
tions otherwise excellent for a strong 
Republican midterm performance in 
November, the hearings are a good 
reminder of how disruptive trump 
can be for his own party.

Plenty of Republican party ac-
tors are still solidly in trump’s camp. 
the best comic relief from thursday 
night’s session came from the house 
Republicans’ twitter account, which 
declared early in the hearing, “this is 
all heresy.” the social media manag-
ers eventually managed to replace 

“heresy” with “hearsay,” which was 
scarcely more accurate. there’s a ton 
of firsthand evidence; many of those 
who could give firsthand evidence 
are refusing to testify; and this isn’t 
a trial, but a congressional hearing.

But “heresy” perfectly captured 
the sense of cultish belief in trump 
as the only defense his supporters 
have. almost two years after trump 
lost the 2020 election, he’s still 
claiming against all the evidence that 
he won in a landslide, despite having 
been told by all of his own campaign 
professionals that he lost.

Republicans can choose to avoid 
heresy and stick with trump. But 
they know where that got them. and 
Cheney and her colleagues on the 
Jan. 6 committee are doing what 
they can to remind them.

(Jonathan Bernstein is a 
Bloomberg Opinion columnist 
covering politics and policy. 
A former professor of politi-
cal science at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio and De-
Pauw University, he wrote A 
Plain Blog About Politics.) 
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The Jan 6 Hearings 
Hit The Bull’s-Eye

The targets were wobbly journalists, worried Republicans, social-media influencers and even 
Donald Trump himself, and the aim turned out to be sure
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A
FteR months of turmoil and 
severe government repres-
sion in Sri Lanka, July 9 was 
meant to be a big push from 
protesters. Despite dire fuel 

shortages and few transport op-
tions, people stockpiled gasoline, 
shared trucks and filled trains to join 
the day of protest. Many of us from 
Colombo, the capital, walked across 
town, rivers of humanity merging. 
the atmosphere was electric.

My friends and I were near the 
presidential secretariat — a colonial-
era building that served as President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s office. But the 
crowd was so dense that we couldn’t 
see what was happening: Families 
with small children, students, art-
ists, blue- and white-collar work-
ers, trade unionists, academics, 
professionals. Street carts did brisk 
business on the margins selling ice 
cream and cups of noodles.

Despite spotty internet service, 
we caught glimpses of what was 
unfolding in surreal videos. Demon-
strators had made it not only inside 
Rajapaksa’s office, but to his resi-
dence, diving into the president’s 
pool. Rajapaksa eventually fled last 

week to Singapore. Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe, who is Rajapaksa’s strong-
est ally, became acting president 
and declared a state of emergency 
on Monday. Protesters are calling 
for Wickremesinghe’s resignation, 
though he’s seen as the frontrun-
ner as lawmakers are set to vote 
Wednesday on a new president to 
complete Rajapaksa’s term.

From our July 9 protest, there’s 
one video clip that I keep rewatch-
ing, perhaps taken from a tall build-
ing or from a drone. It shows people 
surging up the steps of the secretari-
at. the scene fills me with joy — and 
with grief, that it took so long and 
cost so much for us to get here.

Since april, the protests have 
represented a cross-section of the 
entire Sri Lankan polity, a rare and 
fragile harmony, a belated mass op-
position to the Rajapaksa family and 
the crisis they’ve nurtured for two 
decades. Sri Lanka has never seen 
this degree of civil disobedience and 
protest before. People argue about 
where this all began. they point to 
different flashpoints in our history: 
this year’s collapsing economy; Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa’s election in 2019; 
the beginning of the civil war be-
tween the Sinhala Buddhist major-

ity and tamil minority in 1983; the 
anti-tamil language discrimination 
of the 1950s and ’60s; the denial of 
citizenship to tamil people in the 
Ceylon Citizenship act of 1948. the 
struggle has many roots, and with 
every fresh turn of crisis, people suf-
fer and die for it.

It’s painful to witness today’s 
protests and remember that there 
wasn’t a similar uprising against 
the Rajapaksas’ role during the civil 
war’s bloody end in 2009. the 26-

year war of the Sinhala-dominated 
Sri Lankan state against the Libera-
tion tigers of tamil eelam was, in 
those final years, directed by Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, then-defense sec-
retary, and his brother, who was 
president at the time. the govern-
ment is accused of being responsible 
in the deaths of tens of thousands of 
civilians in the last months of the 
war. the United Nations estimated 
70,000 civilians were unaccounted 
for during the war’s final phase. 

tamil activists call it genocide and 
say the true death toll is more than 
twice as high. No one has been held 
accountable.

Until 2020, most of the Sinhala 
polity supported the Rajapaksas, 
reflecting a deep-seated Sinhala-
Buddhist supremacism. Since Sri 
Lanka’s independence from the Brit-
ish in 1948, the engine of Sinhala 
politics has been to profit from racial 
and religious divides: Sinhala against 
tamil, Buddhist against Muslim, 
driving decades of discrimination 
and violence. the Rajapaksas refined 
that machine to its peak of cruelty in 
the final years of the war. 

the result? Brutal militariza-
tion; decision-making as discon-
nected from reality as the racism 
that drives it; ruinous debt from the 
Rajapaksas borrowing massively 
from international capital markets 
to fund their war; and the ongoing 
military occupation of the north of 
the island. the Rajapaksas’ inability 
to keep the lights on and maintain 
affordable food prices for millions of 
people finally created mass Sinhala 
resistance.

Since april, protesters have built 
tents and temporary structures to 
occupy the area outside the secre-

tariat: stations for medics and legal 
aid; forums for political discussion; 
a makeshift library and protest art 
exhibit. this is not mere unrest but 
a decentralized popular movement 
after months of hunger and eco-
nomic devastation, sending a clear 
message to a despotic, failed gov-
ernment to step down.

For many of us, our joy at Ra-
japaksa’s resignation is tempered 
with wariness. the videos that 
surfaced of July 9 were not only of 
citizens jubilantly occupying the 
palace of the oligarchs, but also of 
the army shooting at protesters on 
the street outside. Negotiations with 
the International Monetary Fund 
for a bailout and support from other 
countries are still underway. Gota-
baya Rajapaksa is gone, at least for 
now, but the poisonous legacy of 
his family is still with us: the crisis 
they built, the debts they left for the 
people to pay and the long vigil for 
justice, for an answer to everything 
that happened on their watch.

(Vajra Chandrasekera is 
from Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
His debut novel, “The Saint of 
Bright Doors,” is forthcoming 
in 2023.) 

GIVeN the latest surge in 
COVID-19 cases — thanks 
to omicron subvariant Ba.5, 

deemed the most transmissi-
ble yet — and the relatively new 
threat posed by monkeypox, 
which has been spreading glob-
ally since May, one might expect 
the public health establishment 
to be asking for heightened pre-
cautions or at least vigilance.

One would be wrong.
has it been judged too early 

for warnings? Is there a new wari-
ness over causing too much alarm 
over too little infection? Is it an 
acknowledgment that pandemic 
fatigue has left the public highly 
skeptical? Whatever the reason, 
the usual suspects from the Cent-
ers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention to Baltimore’s own Johns 
hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public health aren’t exactly 
clanging the alarm bells of late.

Is that the right call? Given 
the general public’s current re-
luctance to stick to the basic 
precaution of wearing masks 
indoors as COVID continues, it 
feels suspiciously like a truce, if 
not a surrender. Where have you 
gone anthony Fauci? When last 
we heard, President Joe Biden’s 
chief medical adviser was telling 
reporters to take the monkey-
pox virus seriously and called for 
more testing of it, suspecting that 
the nearly 2,000 probable or con-
firmed cases in the United States 
were an “undercount.” But an 
aggressive push to warn the pub-
lic, at least beyond the gay com-
munity where most monkeypox 
cases have been traced to date? 
Not crickets exactly, but hardly 
the kind of warnings heard early 
in the COVID pandemic. While 
monkeypox is rarely lethal, the 
sores it causes are painful, and 
the virus is evolving fast.

Meanwhile, Ba.5 remains 
on the upswing in Maryland and 
elsewhere. the CDC reports an 
average of more than 126,000 
new COVID cases per day and 
more than 6,000 new hospital 
admissions, both of which are 
up significantly from one month 
earlier — and that’s with sub-
stantially less testing than at the 
height of the pandemic. Yet how 
many people are still wearing 
their masks to the grocery store? 
Maybe one-third? One-quarter? 
Less? even checkout clerks deal-
ing with hundreds of customers 
each day are going without.

Indeed, how many politi-
cally conservative candidates for 

public office are at this exact mo-
ment running on a platform of 
promises to not return to COVID 
precautions? In Maryland, for 
example, the leading Republican 
candidates for governor went into 
the primary election on tuesday 
with dueling ads promising that 
“lockdowns” would be a thing of 
the past under their administra-
tions. Really? they can see into 
the future? What’s next, a prom-
ise never to vaccinate? to never 
declare a public health emergen-
cy? to toss the mask supply just 
in case we’re tempted?

Nobody is every going to 
claim that the U.S. response to 
the pandemic has been perfect 
to date. Far from it. But we’re 
not sure what’s worse, a public 
health establishment that acts too 
aggressively in the face of one or 
more diseases, or one that pre-
fers to sit on its hands. the for-
mer may get a lot of criticism for 
slowing the economy unnecessar-
ily but the latter is likely to allow 
more americans to become sick 
and possibly die (while new daily 
deaths average in the 300s, it was 
just a few months ago that they 
were numbering several thou-
sand). that’s a hobson’s choice. 
and illness is not without con-
sequence, either. aside from the 
risk of long COVID, quarantining 
and taking time off from work af-
fects families, vacation plans and 
the economy.

Let’s remove this from poli-
tics and judge the circumstances 
strictly on the science, which 
means it’s not yet time to com-
pletely lower our defenses. this 
is not the moment to shun masks 
and join indoor crowds and gen-
erally throw caution to the wind. 
Get your shots (including boost-
ers) and wear properly-fitted 
masks inside among crowds.

None of this seems too much 
to ask — if our public health lead-
ers would please keep asking for 
it.

Virus Threat Is On 
The Rise — And 
So Is Indifference

Protesters demanding the resignation of Sri Lanka President Gotabaya  
Rajapaksa swim in a pool inside the compound of Sri Lanka’s Presidential 
Palace in Colombo on July 9.

A video clip of Fox News broadcast of the Jan 6, 2021, insurrection is seen on a screen during a hearing of the House Select 
Committee to investigate the Jan 6 attack on the United States Capitol in the Cannon House Office Building on Thursday.

The Long, Bloody Road To Sri Lanka’s Fragile Harmony

06 Sunday, July 24, 2022



dpa
Kiev

Russia unleashed missiles on 
the port of Odessa on satur-
day, a day after an agreement 
was reached on exporting 
ukrainian grain via the Black 
sea that bans such attacks, ac-
cording to Kiev.

“Yesterday the export by 
sea was agreed, and today the 
Russians are attacking the port 
of Odessa,” the head of the 
ukrainian presidential Office, 
andrii Yermak, announced on 
saturday.

according to the ukrainian 
military, two Russian missiles 
were intercepted by air defenc-
es and two others hit the com-
mercial port.

Russia had pledged in the 
agreement on Friday to let the 
ships sail through a sea cor-
ridor and not to fire on them. 
The ports involved were also 
not to be attacked.

The missile attack casts 
doubt on the agreement signed 
in istanbul, said Oleg Nikolen-
ko, spokesman for the Foreign 
Ministry in Kiev.

With his missiles, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
is “spitting in the face” of uN 
secretary General antónio Gu-
terres and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

if the agreement is not im-
plemented, Russia bears re-
sponsibility for the global food 
crisis, he said.

ukraine wants to export 
around 20 million tonnes of 
grain trapped in the country.

Guterres “unequivocally 
condemns reported strikes to-
day in the ukrainian port of 
Odessa,” the uN chief’s deputy 
spokesman Farhan Haq said in 
a statement.

“Yesterday, all parties 
made clear commitments on 
the global stage to ensure the 
safe movement of ukrainian 
grain and related products to 
global markets. These prod-
ucts are desperately needed to 
address the global food crisis 
and ease the suffering of mil-
lions of people in need around 

the globe. Full implementation 
by the Russian Federation, 
ukraine and Turkey is impera-
tive,” the statement said.

Top Eu foreign affairs en-
voy Josep Borrell wrote on 
Twitter: “Eu strongly con-
demns Russian missile strike 
on Odessa’s seaport.

striking a target crucial for 
grain export a day after the sig-
nature of istanbul agreements 
is particularly reprehensible 
and again demonstrates Rus-
sia’s total disregard for in-
ternational law and commit-
ments.” 

Turkey claimed that Russia 
had made assurance that it was 
not responsible for the missile 
attack. Moscow had said that it 
wanted to investigate the inci-
dent, Turkish Defence Minis-
ter Hulusi akar said.

Earlier on saturday, 

ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky thanked the us 
for intensifying its military as-
sistance with the upcoming de-
liveries of more rocket launch-
ers, vehicles and drones, which 
could prove key as Kiev fights 
to regain territory in the south.

“Thank you President 
Biden for the new defence aid 
package for ukraine. Critically 
important, powerful arms will 
save our soldiers’ lives, speed 
up the liberation of our land 
from the Russian aggressor,” 
Zelensky tweeted on saturday.

The White House an-
nounced on Friday additional 
heavy weapons shipments to 
ukraine worth about $270 
million, bringing the total mili-
tary assistance to the country 
to $8.2 billion since the start of 
the Biden administration.

included in the latest 
package are four additional 
HiMaRs artillery systems. 
Kiev has said the us-supplied 
high-tech, long-range rocket 
launchers will be critical to a 
planned counter-offensive to 
retake territory captured by 
Russian forces.

The new us package also 
includes 36,000 artillery 
shells, vehicles and up to 580 
Phoenix Ghost drones.

Russia has warned the 
us and NaTO that supplying 
weapons to ukraine will only 
prolong the war.

This week, Russian For-
eign Minister sergei Lavrov 
said the long-range weapons 
being sent to Kiev by the West 
have changed the dynamic 
of the war and this is leading 
Moscow to redefine its aims.

at the moment, the ukrain-
ian military has been laying the 
groundwork for a major push 
to liberate the occupied south-
ern region of Kherson, located 
just north of the Crimean Pen-
insula. Heavy fighting has been 
reported there in the past 48 
hours.

For instance, a critical ve-
hicular bridge over the Dnipro 
River in the city of Kherson 
- the administrative centre of 
the region with the same name 

- was shut down in ukrainian 
strikes this week.

Kiev hoped to make it dif-
ficult for Moscow to keep sup-
plying its forces by rendering 
unusable the bridge that links 
Russian-occupied Kherson 
with other Russian-held areas.

Elsewhere in ukraine, at 
least three people were re-
ported killed and nine oth-
ers injured in Russian missile 
strikes on a military airfield 
and railway infrastructure in 
the central Kirovohrad region.

a total of 13 missiles hit the 
Kanatovo airfield and sites be-
longing the railroad, Governor 
andriy Raikovych said on Tel-
egram.

One soldier was killed 
in the attacks, as well as two 
workers at a transformer sta-
tion, Raikovych said.

ukrainian authorities also 
reported a several explosions 
in other parts of the coun-
try, including in the southern 
Mykolaiv region.

in the eastern Donetsk 
region, nine people were 
reported injured after Rus-
sian shelling. according to 
the ukrainian general staff, 
Russian tank troops fired in 
the direction of the city of  
Kramatorsk.

The us Department of 
state said two us citizens 
had been killed in the eastern 
ukrainian region of Donbass. 
a spokeswoman for the depart-
ment said that they are in con-
tact with the families and are 
providing consular assistance.

Russia bombs Ukraine’s port of 
Odessa despite grain agreement

World

Orban says EU trying to 
impose values, criticises 
Ukraine strategy

dpa
Baile Tusnad, Romania

HuNGaRiaN Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban used an annual 
forum in Romania to lash out 
at Western allies, whom he 
claimed are trying to impose 
foreign values on his country, 
and criticize Eu and us strat-
egy on ukraine.

“The strength, the per-
formance, the prestige and 
the capacity to act of Western 
civilization are on the wane,” 
the right-wing and Moscow-
friendly politician told thou-
sands of supporters in the 
Romanian resort town of Baile 
Tusnad on saturday.

Orban described himself 
as a defender of Hungary’s 
cultural and political identity 
from bureaucrats in “Brus-
sels.” in a familiar refrain, he 
peddled the conspiracy theory 
that the Hungarian-us bil-
lionaire philanthropist and in-
vestor George soros was actu-
ally the one setting European 
policy.

soros, a Holocaust survi-
vor and pro-democracy cham-
pion, is frequently cast as a 
far-left bogeyman by Orban. 
The vilification of soros has 
been widely denounced as an-
ti-semitic.

“They should live as they 
want, but they should also let 
us live as we want,” Orban 
demanded, alluding to an Eu 
infringement case over a Hun-
garian law restricting restrict-
ing access to information on 
LGBTQ issues.

Orban also touched on the 
war in ukraine, criticizing the 
West for ignoring Russia’s se-
curity concerns before Mos-
cow invaded.

“With us president (Don-
ald) Trump and German chan-
cellor (angela) Merkel, this 
war would never have hap-
pened,” he said, apparently 
guided by the assessment that 
these politicians - like him - 
would have stood for more 
Russia-friendly policies.

Romanian nationalists 
tried to disrupt Orban’s speech 
as he began to talk, chanting 
“Transylvania will remain Ro-
manian soil forever!” before 
Romanian police led them 
away.

Baile Tusnad is located in 
a small ethnic Hungarian set-
tlement in Transylvania. until 
1918, the region had belonged 
to Hungary.

The Fidesz political party 
has held a summer academy 
in Baile Tusnad for more than 
three decades. Orban, who is a 
Fidesz co-founder, tradition-
ally gives the closing speech 
there.

Orban has led Hungary 
since 2010. He won a fourth 
consecutive terms in april.

Hungary has been hit by a 
range of legal action from the 
European Commission.

Budapest could become 
the first Eu member state 
to face a potential cut in Eu 
funding due to rule-of-law vio-
lations after the commission 
triggered a legal mechanism to 
safeguard the Eu budget.

Germany’s energy crisis sparks 
fresh nuclear power debate

dpa
BeRlin

GERMaNY’s foreign minis-
ter said she sees no reason to 
extend the operating lives of 
the country’s last three nuclear 
power plants - despite the ener-
gy crunch linked to Russia’s war 
in ukraine - but government re-
mains divided on the sensitive 
subject.

annalena Baerbock said she 
believes Germany’s final phase-
out of nuclear power at the end 
of the year remains the correct 
thing to do.

“[This is based on] the facts 
that i know right now and with 
a view to what our challenge is,” 
she said.

The challenge is not the 
supply of electricity but of gas, 
the Green politician said on 
Friday evening at “The Right 
Questions” event organized by 
the influential Bild daily.

“i don’t see that nuclear 
power is the answer here,” she 
said.

Germany’s Greens have 
long opposed nuclear power; 
however, the three-party coali-
tion government they are a part 
of are far from unanimous on 
the issue, which has been hotly 
contested for decades.

Finance Minister Chris-
tian Lindner, of the business-
friendly Free Democrats (FDP), 
said Europe’s biggest economy 
should remain open to all sourc-
es of energy, including nuclear.

“in the coming years, we 
will not have an abundance of 
affordable electricity. That’s 
why we should secure every ca-

pacity,” he was quoted on satur-
day as telling the Funke media 
group.

He also said that using nu-
clear power would mean not 
pumping “many thousands of 
tons of CO2 into the atmos-
phere.” 

For these reasons, Lindner 
urged that the continued use 
of the three remaining nuclear 
power plants for a limited pe-
riod of time be examined by the 
coalition with an open mind.

under current law, the three 
remaining nuclear power plants 
- Neckarwestheim 2, Emsland 
and isar 2 - must be shut down 
by December 31 at the latest. 
They accounted for around 6% 
of net electricity generation in 
Germany this year.

Natural gas has so far been 
used to generate around 10% of 
the country’s electricity.

There have been louder calls 
for nuclear energy produced in 
Germany to be used for electric-
ity generation beyond 2022, to 
make up for dwindling gas sup-
plies from Russia.

But Economy Minister 
Robert Habeck, a member of 
the Greens, has argued that the 
main energy shortage faced by 
Germany is not in electricity, 
but in gas and heat for industry 
- and that nuclear power plants 
do not provide a remedy for 
this.

Baerbock conceded to Bild 
that Germany was currently 
“in an emergency situation” in 
which all policies had to be re-
examined.

For this reason, she said, 
Habeck’s Economy Ministry 
has initiated a second “stress 
test” for the power supply un-
der even tighter conditions, the 
results of which are still being 
awaited.

Breach  
of trust
With his missiles, Russian 
President vladimir Putin is 
‘spitting in the face’ of un 
secretary General antónio 
Guterres and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 
erdogan, said oleg 
nikolenko, spokesman for 
the Foreign ministry in Kiev
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Baerbock conceded to 
Bild that Germany was 
currently ‘in an emergency 
situation’ in which all  
policies had to be  
re-examined

‘Not a word’ Putin 
says can be 
trusted: Truss

dpa
london

Russia’s attack on a 
ukrainian city just hours af-
ter Moscow signed a deal to 
allow grain exports to start 
up again has been branded 
“appalling” and proof Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin cannot be trusted.

British Foreign secre-
tary Liz Truss said the hit 
on the Black sea port of 
Odessa was “completely un-
warranted.” 

The attack came just 
hours after Russia signed 
deals with Kyiv to allow 
grain exports to resume 
from the southern city.

Truss said “not a word” 
President Vladimir Putin 
says can be trusted.

speaking at a campaign 
event in Kent, the Conserv-
ative leadership candidate 
said: “it is absolutely ap-
palling that only a day after 
striking this deal, Vladimir 
Putin has launched a com-
pletely unwarranted attack 
on Odessa.

“it shows that not a 
word he says can be trust-
ed. and we need to urgently 
work with our international 
partners to find a better 
way of getting the grain out 
of ukraine that doesn’t in-
volve Russia and their bro-
ken promises.” 

Fellow Conservative MP 

Tobias Ellwood, who left 
Odessa earlier this week, 
said he was “baffled by how 
the international commu-
nity was bluffed” by Russia.

He tweeted: “Two days 
after i depart the city it’s at-
tacked.

“as i said in my previ-
ous tweet - you cannot trust 
Russia.

“Baffled by how the in-
ternational community was 
bluffed by Russia’s plan to 
re-open the port.

“More courage & lead-
ership please from the West 
to help Odessa.” 

The ukrainian military 
said two Russian missiles 
hit the port’s infrastructure 
and ukrainian air defences 
brought down two oth-
ers, but did not say what 
damage had been caused 
or whether there had been 
casualties.

ukraine’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Oleg Niko-
lenko tweeted that it had 
taken Russia less than 24 
hours to break its promise 
following the agreement.

The attack came just 
hours after Russia 
signed deals with Kyiv  
to allow grain exports  
to resume from the 
southern city

A local resident carries medecine in a plastic bag as he leaves a residential building after a shelling in the centre of Kharkiv on July 23, 2022 
amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. (aFP)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (left) shakes hands with US Chairman of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee Adam Smith in Kyiv on Saturday. (aFP)

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock in Strausberg, near 
Berlin recently. (aFP)

Russia had pledged in the agreement on Friday to let the ships sail through a sea corridor and not to fire on them



First Finance unveils home 
finance campaign with 
QR 200,000 cash reward
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FIRST Finance Company has 
announced the launch of its 
latest home finance campaign, 
which will run until October 
30, 2022.

With the new campaign, 
First Finance Company’s new 
and existing customers will 
receive a QR200,000 cash 
reward when they apply for 
home financing worth QR2 
million and above.

This campaign aims to 
provide a unique financing 
solution for people aspiring to 
buy their dream home, while 
also giving them the opportu-
nity to receive a cash reward 
up to QR200,000. 

First Finance Company is 
always committed to provid-
ing innovative services that 

will help its customers achieve 
their life goals in a hassle-
free, seamless and conveni-
ent manner. The company 
believes that this new home 
financing campaign will assist 
its esteem clients to become 
home owners with ease.

First Finance Company 
was founded in November 
1999 as the first finance com-

pany in Qatar regulated by 
the Central Bank of Qatar. It 
focuses on meeting the finan-
cial needs of its customers 
through high-quality and full-
range of Shari’a compliant fi-
nancial services.

The company serves Qa-
tari nationals and expatri-
ates, as well as the big sector 
of SME.

AGENCIES 
NEW YORK

GLOBAL stock markets end-
ed the week on a mixed note 
on Friday, with Wall Street 
being dragged down by disap-
pointing results from technol-
ogy companies and weak eco-
nomic data, adding to fears of 
a recession.

US stocks ended a three-
day streak of gains, with the 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age falling 0.4 percent and 
the S&P 500 losing 0.9 per-
cent. The Nasdaq Composite 
dropped 1.9 percent.

Results by Snap, the owner 
of the Snapchat messaging 
app, landed like a bombshell, 
with quarterly losses nearly 
tripling to $422 million de-
spite revenue increasing 13 
percent under conditions 
“more challenging” than ex-
pected. Its shares plummeted 
nearly 40 percent.

The results also weighed 
on Facebook parent Meta 
Platforms, which dropped 7.6 
percent, and Google parent 
Alphabet, which shed 5.8 per-
cent amid worries over inter-

net advertising.
“Even though results are 

not great, they have been good 
enough,” said Angelo Kourka-
fas, investment strategist at 
Edward Jones. “What has 
helped the markets rebound 
aside from good enough earn-
ings is the declining inflation 
expectations.”

With 106 of the S&P 500 
companies having reported 
earnings through Friday 
morning, 75.5 per cent have 
topped analyst expectations, 
below the 81 per cent beat rate 
over the past four quarters, ac-
cording to Refinitiv data.

European stocks edged back 
into positive territory. At the 
close of trading on Friday, Lon-
don’s FTSE 100 and Frankfurt’s 
DAX inched up 0.1 per cent, 
while the Paris CAC 40 rose 0.3 
percent. The euro came under 
pressure after a key survey sug-
gested the single-currency area 
could be on the verge of reces-
sion due to slumping demand 
and rising costs.

A bigger-than-expected 
hike in interest rates by the 
European Central Bank failed 
to provide a lasting boost to 
the euro, as political turmoil in 
Italy also clouds the outlook.

Global markets close on 
mixed note as tech stocks 
drag Wall Street lower

‘Nebras on hunt for growth and plans to increase capacity significantly’

Improved power, 
water offtake to 
fuel QEWC growth 
in H2 2022: Report

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA

GROWTH in Qatar Electricity 
and Water Company (QEWC) 
2022 should be fuelled by 
improved power and water 
offtake, especially during the 
second half of 2022, given the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS) has said in a report re-
leased recently.

In the report, QNBFS said, 
“We continue to like QEWC 
as a long-term play with a 
relatively defensive business 
model. The near-term impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
was muted on QEWC’s busi-
ness model as the company 
is paid based on power and 
water availability and is rela-
tively unaffected by the vagar-
ies of end demand.”

Highlighting QEWC’s re-
cent agreement to purchase 
the 40 percent of Nebras 
Power it did not already own 
for $530 million, the report 
said, “We believe this deal, to 
be financed by a $550 million 
bank loan, could be slightly 
accretive around 3 percent 
over 2022-2026 and will up-
date our estimates once the 
transaction closes. However, 
we have already incorporated 
this acquisition into our DCF-
based valuation model.”

“QEWC still enjoys decent 
EBITDA margins and divi-
dend/FCF yields. As expect-
ed, the UAH water expansion 
was commissioned during the 
first quarter of 2021. Long-
term catalysts including ad-
ditional domestic expansions 
like Facility E in 2024-2025 
and others will further sup-
port the company’s growth,” 
it said.

Outside Qatar, the report 
said, “Nebras remains on the 
hunt for growth and has plans 
to increase its capacity signifi-
cantly, which currently stands 

at more than 2.1 GW (+6.4 
GW gross). Given that Nebras 
will become a 100 percent-
owned subsidiary in the sec-
ond half of 2022, we believe 
additional disclosures regard-
ing its growth prospects could 
help fuel increases in QEWC’s 
earnings estimates.”

Commenting on the com-
pany’s second-quarter result, 
the report said, “QEWC re-
ported net income of QR295.9 
million in the second quar-
ter of 2022, down 28.3 per-
cent YoY and 23.9 percent 
QoQ, below our estimate of 
QR362.9 million. We note the 
company recorded a QR86.1 
million loss on land held for 
sale in Lusail and if we ex-
clude this one-off item, the 
second quarter 2022 earnings 
would have come in at QR382 
million, 5.3 percent above 
our estimate. Overall operat-
ing metrics were in-line with                                
our model.”

“Total revenue 
(power+water+lease inter-
est) of QR635.4 million, a 
growth of 5.9 percent yoy 
and 12.5 percent qoq in the 
second quarter of 2022 was 
bang in-line with our forecast 
of QR629.8 million. Power 
revenue (49 percent of sales) 
of QR308.7 million (17.9 per-
cent yoy, 21.3 percent qoq 
was moderately below our 
forecast, while water sales (49 
percent of top-line; down 1.1 
percent yoy and up 6.3 per-
cent QoQ slightly exceeded 
our estimate,” it said.

The report said, “The JV 
income took a hit on account 
of a QR113 million net impair-
ment loss on Nebras’ five so-
lar plants located in Ukraine. 
Gross margin came in at 45.9 
percent in the second quarter 
of 2022, which was lower than 
51.8 percent posted in the 
second quarter of 2021 and 
49.1 percent reported in the 

first quarter of 2022. EBITDA 
margin came in at 41.1 percent 
in the second quarter of 2022 
against 47.1 percent in the 
second quarter of 2021 and 
42.2 percent in the first quar-
ter of 2022.

“JV income decreased to 
QR73.1 million from QR166.3 
million in the second quarter 
of 2021, down 56.1 percent yoy 
and QR92.4 million in the first 
quarter of 2022, down 20.9 
percent qoq. As mentioned 
above, QEWC management 
assumed a worst-case sce-
nario and impaired its entire 
investment in five solar plants 
(via Nebras) in Ukraine. 

“In the future, the compa-
ny may be able to reverse this 
QR113 million impairment if 
the situation in Ukraine im-
proves. If we exclude this im-
pairment, JV income would 
have come in at a healthy 
QR186 million in the second 
quarter of 2022,” it said.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

COMMERCIAL Bank’s ex-
tensive efforts to provide 
its customers with the best 
corporate banking services 
have resulted in the bank’s 
recognition as the ‘Best Bank 
for Corporate Banking in 
Qatar’ for the year 2022 in 
the Euromoney Awards for                              
Excellence.

The Euromoney Awards 
for Excellence single out fi-
nancial institutions for 25 
global awards in banking 
and capital markets, as well 
as the best banks and secu-
rities houses in nearly 100                         
countries. 

The Awards for Excel-
lence have been established 
in 1992 to be the first of their 

kind in the global banking in-
dustry. This year Euromoney 
received a record number of 
submissions from banks in 
regional and country awards 
programme that covers more 
than 50 regional awards and 
best bank awards in 100 
countries.

Commenting on the win, 
Commercial Bank GCEO Jo-
seph Abraham said, “This 
award reflects our commit-
ment to innovation and digi-
tal transformation to provide 
our corporate customers 
with a world-class client                                
experience.”

Commercial Bank EGM 
and Head of Wholesale 
Banking Raju Buddhiraju 
said, “Prestigious awards 
such as the Euromoney 
Awards for Excellence act as 

a catalyst for us to continue 
to introduce our corporate 
customers to new digital in-
novations that enhance their 
experience whilst maintain-
ing our role as pioneers in 
the wholesale banking scene 
in Qatar. 

Commercial Bank offers 
a comprehensive range of 
innovative financial services 
including cash management 
solutions to corporate busi-
nesses and international 
companies trading or imple-
menting projects in Qatar.”

This recent award from 
Euromoney affirms Com-
mercial Bank’s determina-
tion to constantly create ways 
to provide corporate clients 
with the best seamless bank-
ing services and the most in-
novative digital technology.

CB wins ‘Best Bank for Corporate Banking in Qatar’ award from Euromoney

Senior officials of Commercial Bank at the Euromoney Awards for Excellence. 

QEWC reported net income of QR295.9 million in the second quarter of 2022.

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange.
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Herbert Diess, the Volk-
swagen CeO whose image had 
been tarnished in the fallout 
from the German automaker’s 
emissions-cheating scandal, is 
stepping down.

In a surprise announce-
ment Friday, the Wolfsburg, 
Germany-based company 
said Diess will depart Sept. 1 
“by mutual consent” with the 
board. No reason was given for 
his departure. Oliver blume, 
CeO of VW brand Porsche, 
will succeed Diess.

Diess, who took over as 
chief executive in 2018, pre-
sided over the automaker at a 
time of significant change in 
the industry, including a shift 
toward increased production 
of electric vehicles. His con-
tract was set to expire in 2025.

board Chairman Hans Di-
eter Poetsch thanked Diess in 
a statement and praised his 

role in “advancing the trans-
formation of the company.” 
“Not only did he steer the 
company through extremely 
turbulent waters, but he also 
implemented a fundamentally 
new strategy,” Poetsch said.

Diess focused on Volkswa-
gen’s shift toward zero-emis-
sions vehicles, but analysts 
say he wasn’t able to create 
change within the company 
and that the carmaker has 
fallen behind in some key de-
velopments, such as software 
implementation.

“With industry challenges 
accelerating and a growing 
number of new and fast-fol-
lower challengers, new man-
agement offers an opportunity 
to revisit strategy or jump-start 
stalled relationships,” analysts 
at Jefferies equity research 
said in a research note.

Shortly before his ouster 
was announced, Diess posted 
on LinkedIn about the difficul-

ties facing the automaker — 
from russia’s war in Ukraine 
to a shortage of computer 

chips that has stymied produc-
tion. Despite those struggles, 
he said he was “very satisfied 

with our performance,” citing 
high demand for Volkswagen’s 
electric vehicles and a rebound 

in China after COVID-19 lock-
downs.

“After a really stressful 
first half of 2022 many of us 
are looking forward to a well-
deserved summer break,” his 
post said.

Diess reportedly has 
clashed with the company’s 
powerful labor representa-
tives over issues including top 
personnel decisions. Workers 
hold an unusual amount of 
clout at Volkswagen, through 
requirements that worker rep-
resentatives hold board seats 
and because the company’s 
home state of Lower Saxony 
holds a stake in the company.

Diess also was trailed by 
the emissions scandal. Com-
ing from bMW, Diess took 
over as head of the VW brand 
shortly before it was caught 
using software to evade U.S. 
emissions requirements for 
diesel cars in 2015.

Volkswagen admitted in-

stalling software that turned 
on pollution controls when 
vehicles were being tested 
and switched them off dur-
ing everyday driving. that 
made it look as if the cars met 
tough U.S. limits on pollutants 
known as nitrogen oxides.

the scandal cost the com-
pany 31 billion euros ($34  
billion) in fines and settle-
ments.

German prosecutors had 
charged Diess and Poetsch in 
2019 with stock manipulation 
over a failure to tell inves-
tors in time about the loom-
ing scandal. the charges were 
later dropped in return for a 9 
million-euro (dollar) payment, 
with no admission of guilt 
from the two.

In the announcement Fri-
day, Volkswagen also said 
the company’s chief financial 
officer, Arno Antlitz, will be-
come the new chief operating 
officer.

Volkswagen CEO, facing series of setbacks, will step down

High and rising inflation has domi-
nated the economic agenda in 
recent months. the combination 

of robust policy-induced global demand 
growth with pandemic-related supply con-
straints led to a significant uptick in con-
sumer prices. While most of the discussions 
about inflation tend to be concentrated on 
the challenges that it poses to the US and 
european economies, emerging markets 
(eM) are also affected. In fact, eM infla-
tion is well within the double digit space, 
significantly higher than its 10-year aver-
age of 5.2% or the current 7.4% figure for 
advanced economies. 

However, not all of the eM are in the 
same position when it comes to inflation. In 
emerging Asia, for example, there is a wide 
range of inflation prints running from low 
inflation to very high chronic inflation. In 
this piece, we differentiate between high, 
moderate and low inflation. High infla-
tion is defined here as a year-on-year (y/y) 
consumer price increase that is at least 200 
basis points (bps) higher than the 6.5% 
long-term inflation average for the region. 
Moderate inflation ranges 200 bps around 
this average, i.e., it ranges between 4.5% 
and 8.5%. Low inflation includes rates that 
are below 4.5%.

Our analysis dives into the reasons 
behind such divergence in inflation figures 
across emerging Asia. In our view, one 
main factor dominates the overall price 
dynamics of each bracket of countries we 
analyse. this one dominating factor how-
ever is different for each bracket. We have 
identified income level as the dominant 
driver for high inflation countries, imported 
inflation for moderate inflation countries 
and improvements in current account posi-
tions for low inflation countries. 

All emerging Asian economies that 
currently face high inflation are low income 
countries, i.e., countries that present a GDP 
per capita around or below USD 12 thou-
sand. this includes Sri Lanka, Mongolia, 
Pakistan and Laos. According to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), USD 12 
thousand is the average income per capita 
in developing and emerging Asia. In those 
countries, high inflation is explained by two 
factors, both associated with low income 
conditions. First, their average consumer 
basket tends to have a high weight of es-
sential goods, such as food and energy. this 
means that food and energy absorb a higher 
amount of income relative to the total 
income available. Unfortunately, due to 
different global supply shocks coming from 
the pandemic and the russo-Ukrainian 
conflict, food and energy are the products 
under more price pressures across conti-
nents. As a result, lower income countries 
are more likely to experience higher infla-
tion than countries where energy and food 
represent a smaller share of total consump-
tion. Second, low income countries are 
negatively affected by a lack of adequate 
infrastructure, capital and organizational 
expertise. this makes it difficult for them to 
substitute higher cost imported goods for 
lower cost domestically produced goods. 
thus, price pressures from external shocks 
become more difficult to absorb, as local 
production rarely provides cheaper domes-
tic alternatives to expensive imported goods 
in an effective manner.  

the majority of emerging Asia is expe-
riencing moderate inflation. this includes 
bangladesh, Cambodia, thailand, India, 
Papua New Guinea, Singapore, Korea, 
Philippines and Fiji. In their case, infla-
tion rates are still significantly below global 
inflation and even below inflation in major 
advanced economies, where it is currently 
running around 7%.   Importantly, all these 
countries are net energy and commodity 
importers, which makes them particularly 

vulnerable to the recent rise in oil and ag-
ricultural prices. this suggests that a large 
share of the current rise in prices is due to 
imported inflation. this has been amplified 
by the ongoing depreciation of their curren-
cies, partially driven by the negative shock 
on their current accounts. 

A few emerging Asian countries are 
running against the global trend, present-
ing low inflation figures. this includes 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Malaysia and China. 
they are all benefiting from improvements 
in their current account balances. the 
drivers for this, however, are different. In 
Indonesia and Malaysia, they are associ-
ated with commodity prices. As net com-
modity exporters, they both benefit from 
higher fiscal and external revenues. While 
fiscal windfalls support the funding of food 
and energy subsidies, external windfalls 
protect the local currencies against global 
headwinds, preventing inflationary depre-
ciations and devaluations. In China and 
Vietnam, booming exports and subdued 
domestic consumption are also favouring 
an improvement in their respective cur-
rent account positions. this supports their 
currencies while allowing for the continuity 
of a growth model that tends to be defla-
tionary, i.e., that combines relatively low 
domestic consumption with excess savings 
that are allocated into new investments.  
In China, this was further supported by 
the slowdown caused by social distancing 
measures imposed during the most recent 
Covid-19 outbreaks in the country. 

All in all, inflation figures reflect differ-
ent patterns in emerging Asia with varying 
root causes. Low income countries face high 
inflation because of the composition of their 
consumption basket and their inability to 
substitute higher cost imports. Net com-
modity importers face moderate inflation 
because of high commodity prices and 
inflationary currency depreciations. Coun-
tries with an improving current account 
position face low inflation because of the 
resilience of their currencies, their capacity 
to maintain subsidies and moderate domes-
tic demand.

 — By QNB Economics

How bad is the inflation  
problem in emerging Asia?

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

brent settled higher for the first 
time in six weeks, with prices 
supported by strong demand 

in Asia. WtI crude closed lower for 
the third straight week, dropping 
over the past two sessions, after data 
showed that U.S. gasoline demand had 
dropped nearly 8% from a year earlier 
in the midst of the peak summer driv-
ing season, hit by record prices at the 
pump. 

On Friday, WtI settled $1.65, lower 
at $94.70 a barrel, while brent crude 
fell 66 cents, to $103.20. trading in 
oil futures has been volatile in recent 
weeks as traders try to reconcile pos-
sibilities of further interest rate hikes 
that could cut demand against tight 
supply from the loss of russian barrels. 

Meanwhile, the eU said it would 
allow russian state-owned companies 
to ship oil to third countries under 
an adjustment of sanctions agreed by 
member states last week. 

Under tweaks to sanctions on 
russia that came into force on Friday, 
payments related to purchases of rus-
sian seaborne crude oil by eU compa-
nies would not be banned. Meanwhile, 
the global economy looks increasingly 
likely to be heading into a serious 
slowdown, just as central banks ag-
gressively reverse ultra-loose monetary 
policy adopted during the pandemic to 
support growth.

Asia spot prices Ease as Nord 
Stream 1 flows resume

Asian spot liquefied natural gas 
prices fell last week as concerns about a 
tight market eased with the resumption 
of russian gas flows via Nord Stream 1 
following its 10-day maintenance. 

the average LNG price for Septem-
ber delivery into Northeast Asia was 
estimated at $38 per million british 
thermal units (mmbtu), down $2.5 or 
6.2%, from the previous week, industry 
sources said. 

the competition between europe 
and Asia at a time when global LNG 
supply is tight has recently pushed 
Asian LNG prices to a four-month high 
and close to record levels last seen in 
December. 

Meanwhile, Japanese and Korean 
buyers remained active in the spot 

market to meet summer demand as 
Northeast Asian countries continue 
to experience above average summer 
temperatures. 

Now that russian gas is flowing 
again towards Germany - even if it is 
only at 40% - there should be some 
relief in the need for LNG imports in 
order to fill european gas inventories 
in time. 

However, european demand for 
LNG will remain very high during the 
winter months. In the U.S., natural 
gas futures rose on forecasts for hot-
ter weather and higher demand than 
expected. For the week, the contract 
climbed for a third week in a row, gain-
ing 18%.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Brent settles higher for 1st time in six weeks
WEEkly ENErgy markEt rEviEW

Twitter, in Musk fight, 
posts drop in revenue

Agencies

tWItter reported a quar-
terly loss Friday and declining 
revenue caught Wall Street off 
guard with the number of peo-
ple using the platform on the 
rise.

the latest quarterly earn-
ings figures offered a glimpse 
into how the social media 
platform has performed dur-
ing a months-long negotiation 
with billionaire and tesla CeO 
elon Musk after he said that he 
would buy the company, and 
then changed his mind.

It was worse than industry 
analysts had anticipated.

the company lost $270 
million in the April-June pe-
riod, or 8 cents per share. Wall 
Street was expecting a per-
share profit of 14 cents, accord-
ing to a poll by FactSet.

Inflation has crimped ad-
vertising spending and that 
was a huge drag on twitter’s 
quarterly revenue, which slid 
1% to $1.18 billion. the com-
pany also cited “uncertainty” 
over the acquisition by Musk.

twitter is holding no calls 
with analysts and will not pub-
lish a letter to shareholders, 
as is the norm, because of the 
pending acquisition.

the underlying numbers at 
twitter, however, were good. 

the number of daily active us-
ers rose 16.6% to 237.8 million 
compared with the same pe-
riod a year before.

those numbers are par-
ticularly impressive in the 
wake of a quarterly earnings 
report late thursday from the 
social media company Snap.

Snap also saw advertising 
tumble in the high-inflation-
ary environment and shares 
plunged more than 30% Fri-
day before the opening bell.

“When compared to the 
nightmare quarter of SNAP 
last night, it shows digital ad 
spending is not falling off a cliff 
like feared which is a positive 
for others in the space such 
as Facebook, Pinterest, and 

Google,” wrote Dan Ives, who 
covers technology for Wed-
bush.

Shares of twitter Inc. rose 
1% at the opening bell Friday 
as the clash with Musk over-
shadowed almost everything. 
twitter is attempting to force 
Musk to make good on his 
April promise to buy the com-
pany for $44 billion. twitter 
last week sued Musk to com-
plete the deal and both sides 
are bracing for an October 
courtroom trial to resolve the 
dispute.

the April-June fiscal quar-
ter encompassed a tumultuous 
three months for twitter, start-
ing with the April 4 disclosure 
that Musk had acquired a huge 

stake in the company, paving 
the way for his takeover bid 
later that month. It didn’t take 
long for the relationship to fray 
as Musk publicly tweeted his 
concerns about twitter and its 
employees and signaled he was 
having second thoughts.

twitter argued in court 
that Musk’s actions and his 
“repeated disparagement of 
twitter and its personnel” cre-
ated uncertainty that harmed 
twitter’s business operations, 
employees and stock price.

It called for an expedited 
trial so the company could car-
ry on with important business 
decisions, while Musk sought 
to wait until next year because 
of the complexity of the case 
and his demands for more of 
twitter’s internal data about 
how it counts fake and auto-
mated “spam bot” accounts 
— which he’s cited as a chief 
reason for trying to terminate 
the deal.

A judge this week set the 
trial for October, siding with 
twitter’s concerns that too 
much delay could cause the 
company irreparable harm. 
It will be held in Delaware’s 
Court of Chancery, which han-
dles many high-profile busi-
ness disputes, unless Musk 
and twitter settle the case be-
fore then.

The Twitter splash page is seen on a digital device.

In this Monday, Sept. 9, 2019, file photo, CEO of Volkswagen Herbert Diess introduces the new VW ID.3 at 
the IAA Auto Show in Frankfurt, Germany. 
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T-Mobile settles to pay $350 mn 
to customers in data breach

Agencies

T- Mobile has agreed to pay 
$350 million to customers 
affected by a class action 
lawsuit filed after the com-
pany disclosed last August 
that personal data like social 
security numbers had been 
stolen in a cyberattack.

In a Securities and Ex-
change Commission filing 
on Friday, the mobile phone 
company said the funds 
would pay for claims by class 
members, the legal fees of 
plaintiffs’ counsel and the 
costs of administering the  
settlement. It also said it 
would spend $150 million 
next year and in 2023 to 
fortify its data security and 
other technologies.

T-Mobile said the set-
tlement contains no admis-
sion of liability, wrongdoing 
or responsibility by any of 

the defendants. 
The company said that 

it expects court approval of 
the terms of the settlement 
as early as December 2022.

Nearly 80 million U.S. 
residents were affected by 
the breach. In addition to 
Social Security numbers, 
other information breached 
included names and infor-
mation from driver’s licens-
es or other identification.

T-Mobile, based in Belle-
vue, Washington, became 
one of the country’s largest 
cellphone service carriers, 
along with AT&T and Ve-
rizon, after acquiring rival 
Sprint in 2020. It reported 
having a total of 102.1 mil-
lion U.S. customers after 
the merger. T-Mobile said it 
expects to record a total pre-
tax charge of roughly $400 
million in the second quar-
ter of this year.

Agencies

GooGlE has fired one of 
its engineers who said the 
company’s artificial intel-
ligence system has feelings, 
the BBC has reported

last month, Blake lem-
oine went public with his 
theory that Google’s lan-
guage technology is sentient 
and should therefore have 
its “wants” respected.

Google, plus several AI 
experts, denied the claims 
and on Friday the compa-
ny confirmed he had been 
sacked.

lemoine told the BBC 
he is getting legal advice, 
and declined to comment 
further.

In a statement, Google 
said lemoine’s claims about 
The language Model for Di-
alogue Applications (lam-
da) were “wholly unfound-
ed” and that the company 
worked with him for “many 
months” to clarify this.

“So, it’s regrettable that 
despite lengthy engagement 
on this topic, Blake still 
chose to persistently violate 
clear employment and data 
security policies that in-
clude the need to safeguard 
product information,” the 
statement said.

lamda is a break-
through technology that 
Google says can engage in 
free-flowing conversations. 
It is the company’s tool for 
building chatbots.

Blake lemoine start-

ed making headlines last 
month when he said lamda 
was showing human-like 
consciousness. It sparked 
discussion among AI ex-
perts and enthusiasts about 
the advancement of tech-
nology that is designed to 
impersonate humans.

lemoine, who worked 
for Google’s Responsible AI 
team, told The Washington 
Post that his job was to test 
if the technology used dis-
criminatory or hate speech.

He found lamda 
showed self-awareness and 
could hold conversations 
about religion, emotions 
and fears. This led lem-
oine to believe that behind 
its impressive verbal skills 
might also lie a sentient 
mind.

His findings were dis-
missed by Google and he 
was placed on paid leave 
for violating the company’s 
confidentiality policy.

lemoine then pub-
lished a conversation he 
and another person had 
with lamda, to support his 
claims.

In its statement, Google 
said it takes the responsible 
development of AI “very se-
riously” and published a re-
port detailing this. It added 
that any employee concerns 
about the company’s tech-
nology are reviewed “exten-
sively”, and that lamda has 
been through 11 reviews.

“We wish Blake well”, 
the statement ended.

Google fires engineer 
who claimed its AI 
chatbot is sentient

Agencies

U.S. planemaker Boeing 
triumphed this week as it 
scooped up more orders than 
its European rival Airbus at 
the first Farnborough Airshow 
since aviation was ravaged by 
CoVID.

Returning from a four-year 
absence, Farnborough hosted 
the sector’s biggest players and 
signaled that the industry’s re-
covery from the pandemic is 
underway if somewhat bumpy.

Boeing won orders totaling 
297 aircraft during the spec-
tacle, leaving Airbus trailing 
in its wake on just 85 jets. Yet 
those numbers remain dra-
matically lower than in 2018.

The U.S. titan stole the 
show on Monday with a block-
buster $13.5-billion deal with 
U.S. airline Delta for 100 of its 
MAX-10 aircraft and options 
for 30 more.

The MAX -- which suffered 
two fatal crashes in 2018 and 
2019 -- saw a rush of interest 
with orders also from Japan’s 
ANA, U.S. investment fund 777 
Partners, leasing firm Aviation 
Capital, and Qatar Airways.

Airbus failed to keep up 
with the blistering pace; its big-
gest order was for 56 A320neo 
single-aisle aircraft worth $6.2 
billion from British budget air-
line EasyJet.

Yet Boeing remains san-
guine over its successful show-
ing after recent turmoil, and 
stressed its focus on safety.

“It’s been a very humbling 
week in the sense of what 
we’ve been going through a lot 
as an industry, as a company,” 
Boeing’s senior vice president 
of commercial sales and mar-
keting, Ihssane Mounir, told 
reporters.

“We always say that the 
airshow weeks are just one 
week out of 52 -- and it ends 
up being the culmination of all 
the work and getting together 
and celebrating and announc-
ing and so on, especially after 
the CoVID pandemic and eve-
rything we have gone through.

“From a business stand-
point, the recovery is well un-
derway. We’ve seen it in the 
domestic markets and now it’s 
starting to take foothold in the 
international markets as well.” 
Industry analyst John Strick-
land said Boeing had made 
clear progress.

“Boeing will leave the show 
with a feeling that it has made 
valuable progress securing or-
ders from key customers Delta 
and Qatar, whilst being trans-
parent on its ongoing work to 
refocus on safety and quality,” 
he said.

Global air traffic was para-
lyzed by the coronavirus pan-
demic, which grounded planes 
and decimated demand, while 
recovery is wobbly.

Aviation still faces head-
winds from rocketing inflation 
fueled by historically high oil 
prices, higher wages, labour 
shortages and supply-chain 
snarls, while airports struggle.

“The world stopped and 
then had to start again and 
there’s inevitably some starts 
and stops, like a traffic jam,” 
Warren East, CEo of British 
engine maker Rolls-Royce, 
told AFP in a summary of the 
pandemic’s impact.

Airbus forecasts the nar-
row-body aircraft market will 
return to its pre-pandemic 
level by 2023, with wide-body 
reaching this point by 2025.

Global air traffic is on 
course to recover its 2019 level 

in 2024, according to indus-
try body the International Air 
Transport Association.

Aviation has yet to see a 
boost to wide-body aircraft 
although analysts remain up-
beat.

Airbus CEo Guillaume 
Faury, speaking to AFP at 
Farnborough, said “the big is-
sue” for the Franco-German 
group was the delivery of air-
craft -- rather than increasing 
the size of its order book.

And he also stressed that 
order levels were “good” -- 
while the airshow was more 
about mixing with a vital net-
work of suppliers.

“For 2022, the level of or-
ders we will have at Airbus will 
be good,” Faury told AFP. “At 
Farnborough, we spend a lot 
of time with suppliers -- which 
gives the impression that there 
is less activity because there 

are fewer major contracts an-
nounced. However, it is an 
airshow with a lot of activity, 
in my view.” Christian Scherer, 
chief commercial officer of Air-
bus, added separately that it 
was “about time” that Boeing 
won the orders game.

Elsewhere, defense was a 
hot topic at Farnborough as 
nations bolster their armed 
forces after Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

The UK government also 
revealed the latest progress on 
its cutting-edge Tempest fu-
ture combat fighter jet project.

Defense deals are conduct-
ed on the sidelines of the event 
but these are not published 
like commercial agreements.

Farnborough, one of the 
world’s biggest civil and de-
fense trade shows, features 
dizzying air displays and opens 
to the public on Friday.

Boeing outmaneuvers Airbus at 
1st Farnborough since COVID

Boeing won orders totaling 297 aircraft during the spectacle, leaving Airbus trailing in its wake on just 85 jets.

Agencies

THE Russian central bank di-
verged from its Western coun-
terparts by slashing its key in-
terest rate Friday just a month 
after dropping it to where it 
was before the country sent 
troops into Ukraine.

The bank lowered its key 
rate by 1.5 percentage points, 
to 8%, saying consumer prices 
are still easing partly because 
consumer demand has been 
falling. It said inflation ex-
pectations have “significantly 
decreased,” reaching spring 
2021 levels, while a decline in 
business activity was slower 

than expected in June.
However, “the external 

environment for the Russian 
economy remains challenging 
and continues to significantly 
constrain economic activ-
ity,” the central bank said in a 
statement.

It had hiked the rate as 
high as 20% in the wake of 
the Feb. 24 military operation 
in Ukraine and the resulting 
Western sanctions that re-
strict dealings with Russian 
banks, individuals and com-
panies.

As sanctions and the exit of 
Western companies from Rus-
sia have led to global economic 

isolation, the central bank has 
managed to stabilize the cur-
rency and financial system by 
preventing money from leav-
ing Russia and forcing export-
ers to exchange most of their 
foreign earnings into rubles.

The ruble traded at 58.8 
to the dollar Friday, making it 
worth more than the day be-
fore the invasion of Ukraine, 
when it took 78.8 rubles to 
reach $1.

The bank said annual infla-
tion fell to 15.9% in June, com-
pared with 17.1% in May, and 
estimated it slid to 15.5% as of 
July 15. It cited “subdued con-
sumer demand” and the ruble’s 

exchange rate for the drop.
“The recent essentially 

involuntary accumulation 
of savings is a compressed 

spring in the economy, which 
can cause dramatic consump-
tion growth under certain 
circumstances,” central bank 
head Elvira Nabiullina said 
at a news conference. “It can 
quickly speed up demand in-
flation when the offer of goods 
and services is limited.” The 
bank expects inflation to keep 
going down — to 12-15% this 
year, to 5-7% in 2023, and 4% 
in 2024.

The interest rate cut comes 
as central banks around the 
world are rushing in the op-
posite direction, raising rates 
to combat inflation fueled by 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine. 

The European Central Bank 
on Thursday made a bigger-
than-expected hike of half a 
percentage point as high en-
ergy prices tied to the military 
operation drive up consumer 
prices to 8.6%.

Those energy costs are 
benefiting Russia, a major oil 
and natural gas exporter. De-
spite energy income growing 
and the central bank prop-
ping up indicators like the 
exchange rate, the long-term 
impact of Russia’s global iso-
lation will be deepening eco-
nomic stagnation and lower 
incomes for its people, econo-
mists say.

Russia’s central bank slashes interest rate, saying inflation slows

A woman walks past an exchange office screen showing the currency 
exchange rates of U.S. Dollar to Russian Rubles in St. Petersburg.

Baidu unveils latest autonomous e-car
Agencies

BAIDU, a Chinese search en-
gine and artificial intelligence 
firm, unveiled its latest electric 
autonomous driving vehicle on 
Thursday.

The Apollo RT6 will be 
soon be part of Baidu’s ro-
botaxi fleet, as China pushes 
forward with its autonomous 
driving ambitions. It is a fully 
electric vehicle with a steer-
ing wheel that can be removed 
or installed when required, 
and will cost 250,000 yuan 
($37,000) per unit.

“This massive cost reduc-
tion will enable us to deploy 
tens of thousands of autono-
mous vehicles across China,” 
Robin li, co-founder and 
CEo of Baidu, said at the 
firm’s Baidu World conference 
Thursday.

“We are moving towards 
a future where taking a ro-
botaxi will be half the cost of 
taking a taxi today.” Baidu al-
ready runs Apollo Go, an au-

tonomous ride-hailing service 
using self-driving robotaxis 
with safety staff seated in the 

driver or passenger seat. It 
has launched Apollo Go in big 
cities like Beijing, Shanghai, 

Shenzhen and Guangzhou, al-
though the service is limited to 
specific areas.

The RT6 also attained the 
industry’s level 4 out of five 
possible levels of technology. 
That means its systems can 
operate without a driver but 
must be pre-loaded with a de-
tailed map, thus limiting the 
areas where the vehicles can 
operate. lower levels of tech-
nology range from cruise con-
trol, a feature that has been 
available for decades, up to 
level 3, which allows hands-
free highway driving. Self-
driving robot carts already 
are widely used in factories, 
warehouses and other tightly 
controlled settings.

The Apollo RT6 was de-
signed specifically with auton-
omous driving in mind, com-
pared to previous generations 
where the technology was 
retrofitted on conventional ve-
hicles, the company said. The 
steering wheel-free design al-
lows more space for the instal-
lation of extra seating or other 
additions, even a gaming con-
sole or vending machine.

Xu Baoqiang, general manager of Baidu Autonomous Driving Vehicle manager, briefs members of the 
media on the Apollo RT6 on Wednesday in Beijing. 

Boeing turns 
Farnborough 
Airshow into a 
giant order event
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‘Day by day’: Trade bans, inflation 
send food prices soaring

Soki Wu’s food stall, tucked in a 
food court in a shopping mall in 
Singapore, is a crowd favorite for 
its fresh, juicy “chicken rice,” a na-
tional dish. But customers recently 

began complaining that his chicken didn’t 
taste quite as good as it used to.

Wu was forced to switch to frozen 
chicken after Malaysia banned exports last 
month of live broiler chickens that are more 
affordable and better tasting in a bid to off-
set rising local prices. For Singapore, which 
sources a third of its poultry from Malaysia, 
the impact was immediate.

“This is unavoidable. Using frozen 
chickens have affected the taste of the dish, 
but we have no choice,” Wu said.

As inflation surges around the world, 
politicians are scrambling for ways to keep 
food affordable as people increasingly pro-
test the soaring cost of living. One knee-jerk 
response has been food export bans aimed 
at protecting domestic prices and supplies 
as a growing number of governments in de-
veloping nations try to show a nervous pub-
lic that their needs will be met.

For business owners, the rising cost of 
cooking ingredients — from oil to chicken 
— has prompted them to raise prices, with 
people paying 10% to 20% more at Wu’s 
food stall. For consumers, it has meant pay-
ing more for the same or lesser-quality food 
or curbing certain habits altogether.

In Lebanon, where endemic corruption 
and political stalemate has crippled the 
economy, the U.N. World Food Program 
is increasingly providing people with cash 
assistance to buy food, particularly after a 
devastating 2020 port blast that destroyed 
massive grain silos. Constant power cuts 
and high fuel prices for generators limit 
what people can buy because they can’t rely 
on freezers and refrigerators to store per-
ishables.

Tracy Saliba, a single mother of two and 
business owner in Beirut, says she used 
to spend around a quarter of her earnings 
on food. These days, half her income goes 
to feeding her family as the currency loses 
strength amid soaring prices.

“I’m not buying (groceries) like I used 
to,” Saliba said. “I’m just getting the nec-
essary items and food, like day by day.” 
Food prices have risen by nearly 14% this 
year in emerging markets and by over 7% 
in advanced economies, according to Capi-
tal Economics. In countries where people 
spend at least a third or more of their in-
comes on food, any sharp increase in prices 
can lead to crisis.

Capital Economics forecasts that house-
holds in developed markets will spend an 
extra $7 billion a month on food and bever-
ages this year and much of next year due to 
inflation.

The pain is being felt unevenly, with 2.3 
billion people going severely or moderately 
hungry last year, according to a global re-
port by the World Food Program and four 
other U.N. agencies.

Food prices accounted for about 60% of 
last year’s increase in inflation in the Middle 
East and North Africa, with the exception of 
oil-producing Gulf countries. The situation 

is particularly dire for Sudan, where infla-
tion is expected to hit 245% this year, and 
Iran, where prices spiked as much as 300% 
for chicken, eggs and milk in May, sparking 
panic and scattered protests.

In Somalia, where 2.7 million people 
cannot meet their daily food requirements 
and where children are dying of malnutri-
tion, sugar is a source of energy. In May, a 
kilogram (2.2 pounds) of sugar cost about 
the equivalent of 72 cents in Mogadishu, 
the capital. A month later, it had shot up to 
$1.28 a kilogram.

“In my home, I serve tea (with sugar) 
three times a day, but from now on, I have to 
reduce it drastically to only making it when 
guests arrive,” said Asli Abdulkadir, a So-
mali housewife and mother of four.

People there are bracing for even higher 
costs after India announced it would cap 
sugar exports this year. Even if that doesn’t 

reduce India’s sugar exports compared with 
previous years, news of the restriction was 
enough to cause speculation among traders 
like Ahmed Farah in Mogadishu.

“The cost of sugar is expected to surge 
since Somalia counts heavily on the white 
sugar exported from India and a few brown 
sugars from Brazil,” he said.

Food export restrictions aimed at pro-
tecting domestic supplies and capping infla-
tion is one reason for the rising cost of food.

Food prices had been steadily climbing 
worldwide because of drought, supply chain 
issues, and high energy and fertilizer costs. 
The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion says food commodity prices were up 
23% last year.

Russia’s war in Ukraine further sent the 
price of wheat and cooking oils up, fueling a 
global food crisis. There was a breakthrough 
this week to create safe corridors for Black 

Sea shipments, but Ukrainian ports have 
been blocked from exporting these key 
goods for months and it will take time to get 
them moving again to vulnerable countries 
worldwide.

There’s concern that the impact of all 
these factors will lead more countries to re-
sort to food export bans, which are felt glob-
ally. When Indonesia blocked the export of 
palm oil for a month in April, palm oil prices 
spiked by at least 200%.

Analysts say food export bans are short-
sighted because they have a domino effect of 
driving up prices.

“I would say that roughly 80% of the 
bans we see are ill-advised — a kind-of, sort-
of gut reaction by certain politicians,” said 
David Laborde, who is credited with creat-
ing a food trade policy tracker at the Inter-
national Food Policy Research Institute.

“In the world where you will be the only 

one to do it, that can make sense,” he said. 
“But in a world where other countries can 
also do it, actually that’s far from being a 
good idea.” Laborde said bans are “a very 
selfish policy... because you try to get better 
by making things worse for others.” The list 
of food export restrictions Laborde has been 
tracking since the COVID-19 pandemic is 
long and changes constantly. Examples of 
their impact include Kazakhstan’s restric-
tions on grains and oil on prices in Uzbeki-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Afghan-
istan; Cameroon’s rice export restriction 
on Chad; and Tunisia’s fruit and vegetable 
restrictions on Libya.

In Singapore, 29-year-old Wu is hopeful 
he can keep the family business running as 
Singapore’s government signed off on Indo-
nesia as a new chicken supplier.

“Things will get better,” he said. “(This) 
will only make us more resilient.”

People shop at a supermarket in Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, July 15, 2022. In Lebanon, where endemic corruption and political stalemate has crippled the economy, the World Food Program is increasingly 
providing people with cash assistance to purchase food, particularly after the devastating 2020 port blast that destroyed massive grain silos. 

Agencies

JAy Carney, the top policy 
and communications execu-
tive at Amazon and one-time 
White House spokesman, 
has been named the head of 
policy at Airbnb, marking 
another high-profile depar-
ture for Amazon as it faces a 
shifting consumer landscape 
and heightened regulatory 
scrutiny.

Carney, who served as 
the press secretary for Presi-
dent Barack Obama, will join 
Airbnb’s executive team and 
work with co-founder and 
CEO Brian Chesky, the San 
Francisco-based home-shar-
ing company said in a Friday 
blog post.

“Jay has worked at the 
highest levels of both govern-
ment and technology, serving 
as a strategic counselor to 
the President, and at one of 
the largest tech companies in 
the world,” Chesky said in the 
post.

Carney will join Airbnb 
in September in Washington, 
D.C.

In an email sent Friday to 

the company’s senior leader-
ship team, Amazon CEO Andy 
Jassy thanked Carney for “his 
many significant accomplish-
ments,” including helping 
the company “build a strong 
set of capabilities in Public 
Policy and PR.” Seattle-based 
Amazon has seen string of 
departures since Jassy, who 
previously ran the company’s 
cloud-computing unit AWS, 
succeeded founder Jeff Bezos 
as CEO last summer. At least 
half of Jassy’s tenure has 
been marked by headaches 
over the glut of warehouses 
the company acquired during 
the pandemic. He’s pledged 
to bring profitability back to 
the company and is reported 
to have a more hands-on ap-
proach to the role.

This month, Dave Clark, 
the chief executive of Ama-
zon’s consumer business who 
oversaw a mass expansion 
of Amazon’s logistics foot-
print, left the company after 
23 years. Clark, who will join 
the logistics startup Flexport 
in September, was replaced 
by Doug Herrington, another 
executive who helped launch 

Amazon Fresh in 2017. Two 
of the company’s most sen-
ior Black leaders, Alicia Boler 
Davis and David Bozeman, 
also left last month, leaving 
Amazon’s elite senior lead-
ership group, or “S-team,” 
without any Black members.

Carney started with Ama-
zon seven years ago and ran 
the company’s global corpo-

rate affairs organization, re-
porting directly to the CEO. 
He was White House press 
secretary from 2011 to 2014 
after serving as director of 
communications for then 
Vice President Joe Biden. At 
Amazon, he oversaw policy 
and public relations, focusing 
on the company’s relation-
ship with lawmakers and the 

White House. In the role, he 
took a more combative pos-
ture, sometimes taking on 
members of the media and 
lawmakers critical of the 
company.

“Everything about my 
time at Amazon has exceeded 
my expectations, and I will 
forever be grateful to my col-
leagues in GCA, on Steam and 

across the businesses for their 
guidance, support and friend-
ship over the years,” Carney 
wrote to his team Friday in 
an email that was obtained by 
The Associated Press.

His departure comes 
amid increasing scrutiny 
on Amazon from Washing-
ton. Antitrust regulators at 
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion have been investigating 
Amazon’s business practices. 
The agency has reviewed 
Amazon’s recently completed 
$8.5 billion buyout of Hol-
lywood studio MGM and re-
tains the discretion to chal-
lenge it.

On Thursday, Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-Minn., who 
heads the Senate Judiciary 
antitrust panel, urged the 
FTC to investigate Amazon’s 
newly announced planned 
$3.9 billion acquisition of 
One Medical, raising concern 
over the retail giant’s past 
conduct and the deal’s poten-
tial implications for consum-
ers’ health data.

Amazon’s e-commerce 
empire is estimated to con-
trol 50% to 70% of online 

market sales. Some inde-
pendent merchants who sell 
products on Amazon.com 
have complained about the 
company’s practices, such as 
contract provisions said to 
prevent sellers from offer-
ing their products at lower 
prices or on better terms on 
any other online platform, 
including their own websites.

In its defense, Amazon 
has said that sellers set their 
own prices for the products 
they offer on its platform.

Landmark legislative 
proposals pending in Con-
gress have raised the issue 
of a possible forced spinoff 
of Amazon’s private-label 
products that compete with 
vendors on the platform. The 
legislation has cleared key 
committees in both houses of 
Congress but has languished 
for months as prospects for 
votes by the full Senate or 
House have dimmed. For its 
part, Amazon has pushed 
back on the bill.

Jassy said in the email to 
the company’s leadership the 
search for Carney’s replace-
ment will begin immediately.

Jay Carney, Amazon’s top policy exec, leaves for Airbnb

( File photo ) White House Press Secretary Jay Carney gestures as he speaks during his daily news 
briefing at the White House in Washington.
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McLaughlin sets an extraordinary new 
world record in women’s 400m hurdles

DPA
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

US Olympic champion Syd-
ney McLaughlin won her first 
world championship title and 
set a stunning new world re-
cord in the 400 metre hurdles 
in Eugene on Friday.

The 22-year-old American 
beat her previous personal best 
by a full 0.73 seconds, clocking 
50.68 seconds at the World 
Athletics Championships.

The silver went to Femke 
Bol of the Netherlands in 
52.27 seconds, while fellow 
American Dalilah Muhammad 
took bronze in 53.13 seconds.

However, all eyes were on 
McLaughlin for her win, which 
gave the World Champion-
ships in Eugene its first new 
world record so far.

“It’s unreal,” the 22-year-
old said, still sitting on the 
track.

“The time is absolutely 
amazing and the sport is get-
ting faster and faster. Just fig-
uring out what barriers can be 
broken. I only get faster from 
here,” she said afterwards.

McLaughlin also noted 
how different from last year’s 

Tokyo Olympics the atmos-
phere in Eugene had been: “It 
was absolutely unreal to have 
my family in the stands ... 
After Tokyo, not having any-
body, this was like a redemp-
tion.” 

On top of the $70,000, 
McLaughlin will receive for 
her World Championship 
gold, she will also be awarded 
a further $100,000 for setting 
a new world record.

McLaughlin is now re-
sponsible for five of the top six 
times ever run in the 400m 
hurdles. Apart from her, only 
Muhammad has run the dis-
tance in under 52 seconds.

It is the third world record 

that McLaughlin has set at 
Hayward Field. Her first came 
at the 2021 US Olympic Trials, 
when she clocked 51.90 to im-
prove on the 52.16 global mark 
that Muhammad had achieved 
when winning the 2019 world 
title ahead of her compatriot.

Just over a month later, 
McLaughlin ran 51.46 to win 
the Olympic title in Tokyo, 
and she broke the record for 
a third time at this year’s US 

Championships in Eugene on 
25 June, clocking 51.41.

Such is the standard, this 
latest world record time would 
put McLaughlin 19th on this 
season’s top list for the 400m 
flat. Yet the US hurdles star 
achieved it with 10 barriers in 
the way.

She reached the first of 
those barriers at roughly the 
same point as Muhammad 
made hers, and they remained 

pretty evenly matched at the 
second hurdle. But from that 
point on, the race looked like it 
would only be going one way.

With Muhammad to 
her right and Bol to her left, 
McLaughlin caught her com-
patriot along the back straight 
and blazed past her heading 
into the curve. By the time she 
left the bend, it was McLaugh-
lin against the clock and time 
seemed to stand still as she 
surged ever closer.

Behind her, Bol drew level 
and then overtook Muham-
mad as they entered the home 
straight, McLaughlin striding 
away in the distance.

The question wasn’t 

whether McLaughlin was go-
ing to break the world record, 
but by just how much. With 
the crowd on their feet, the an-
swer soon came as the score-
board showed 50.68.

Since 2019 – in less than 
three years – the world record 
has been improved by almost 
two seconds. That mark of 
52.34 had stood for 16 years 
before Muhammad took it to 
52.20 and then 52.16. On 27 
June 2021, McLaughlin began 
her reign.

Now that previous world 
record mark of 52.34 is just 
14th on the world all-time list.

“The time is absolutely 
amazing and the sport is 

getting faster and faster,” 
McLaughlin said of her lat-
est performance. “Just figur-
ing out what barriers can be 
broken. I only get faster from 
here.

“I executed the race the 
way Bobby (Kersee, her coach) 
wanted me to. I knew coming 
home that if I just kept my 
cadence and stayed on stride 
pattern, we could do it and it 
happened.

“The level in the 400m 
hurdles is certainly improving. 
We have a full group of girls 
that are willing to push our 
bodies to the next level and we 
are seeing times drop.” 

 (inputs World Athletics)

Sydney McLaughlin of United States (centre) competes in the women’s 400m hurdles final on day eight of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

It’s unreal. The time is 
absolutely amazing and the 
sport is getting faster and 
faster. Just figuring out what 
barriers can be broken. I 
only get faster from here.
Sydney McLaughlin

On top of the $70,000, the 22-year-old Sydney 
McLaughlin will receive for her World Championship 
gold, she will also be awarded a further $100,000  

for setting a new world record (50.68 secs).

Coe wants records from ‘different 
era’ to be broken by new stars
PA MEDIA/DPA

EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

WORLD Athletics chief Se-
bastian Coe wants to see any 
controversial world records 
scrubbed out by current stars.

Shericka Jackson’s 21.45 
seconds en route to winning 
the 200 metres at the World 
Championships on Thursday 
leaves the Jamaican as the 
fastest woman alive over the 
distance.

It is bettered only by Flor-
ence Griffiths-Joyner’s world 
record of 21.34 seconds from 
1988, which is surrounded by 
doubt with questions over the 
legality of her time.

Griffiths-Joyner, who died 
in 1998, never failed a drugs 
test and there has been no de-
finitive proof she doped. She 
also holds the 100m world 
record of 10.49 seconds from 
1988.

But Coe would like to see 
the long-standing records fall, 
with Jackson and Jamaica 
team-mates Elaine Thomp-

son-Herah and world 100m 
champion Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce edging closer.

“I would prefer that there 
is an organic change through 
the Shericka Jacksons, who 
are now being tested regular-
ly,” he said.

“We have the AIU (Athlet-
ics Integrity Unit), we have 
their own national anti-doping 
agency that is now working far 
better than it was when I came 
into office, you’ve got agencies 
around the world.

“It’s a different world. I 
was part of that world so I’m 
not saying I was significantly 
different to anyone else there 

- well, I wasn’t a cheat - but the 
reality is there is very little le-
gally you can do and I think we 
have to be realistic about it.

“Legally, they are the ex-
isting records. Legally, there’s 
nothing you can do or say be-
yond the evidence of a positive 
test. There was no positive test 
and this was at a time. well, it 
was my era so I have to accept 
it was a time when testing was 
a bit sporadic.

“We know it was a differ-
ent era. There’s nothing legally 
we can do about them but they 
may not be the safest records 
on the book.” 

One of the only other indi-
vidual women’s track records 
left from the 1980s is Marita 
Koch’s 400m time of 47.60 
seconds - at a time when East 
Germany was known to be sys-
tematically doping its athletes.

Koch never failed a drugs 
test and has maintained she 
did nothing wrong while 
Czechoslovakia’s Jarmila Kra-
tochvilova holds the 800m 
mark from 1983.

President of World Athletics 
Sebastian Coe at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, USA, on Friday. (Getty/AFP)

Norman claims 400m 
gold after Tokyo 
disappointment
TCA/DPA

EUGENE, OREGON

ONE year after his Olym-
pic dreams faded in Tokyo, 
US sprinter Michael Nor-
man won the 400-meter gold 
medal at the World Champi-
onships in Eugene on Friday 
night, outrunning a tight pack 
of challengers to the roars of a 
raucous Hayward Field.

Norman finished in 44.29 
seconds to fill the only con-
siderable gap on his young re-
sume with a victory in a global 
championship. 

Kirani James of Grenada 
earned silver in 44.48 and 
Britain’s Matthew Hudson-
Smith took bronze.

Norman’s title continued 
the dominance of the US men 
in the sprints, one night after 
a sweep of the medals in the 
200m and six days after an-
other sweep in the 100m.

The effusive on track, 

Norman has been one of the 
world’s fastest over 200 and 
400 meters since he was a 
prep senior in 2016, but had 
yet to turn the promise of his 
college record into serious in-
dividual hardware in a world 
championship or Olympics, 
the stages by which track’s 
elite are judged. 

In each case, he could 
identify a clear reason. But 
that was not the case with his 
fifth-place finish in last sum-
mer’s Tokyo Olympics.

Everything about his 
training since, he said in May, 
had built toward redeeming 
himself in Eugene in front of 
the first US crowd to watch a 
world outdoor championship. 
Norman raced over to his fa-
ther and coach, Quincy Watts, 
after the title.

In an on-track interview, 
he called his last three years 
a “challenging, challenging 
journey.”

USA’s Michael Norman reacts as he crosses the finish line to win the 
men’s 400m final during the World Athletics Championships at  
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Friday. (AFP)



Gold medalist Shaunae Miller-Uibo of Team Bahamas poses during 
the medal ceremony for the women’s 400m final on day eight of the 
World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, 
Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Miller-Uibo gains 
missing gold  

with 400m win
KAREN ROSEN

EUGENE, OREGON (USA) 

WHEN Shaunae Miller-Uibo 
crossed the finish line in the 
women’s 400m at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 on Friday, she ticked off 
the final item on her ‘to do’ list.

Miller-Uibo was 16 years 
old in 2010 when she won 
the world U18 title. Over the 
years, the Bahamian added the 
U20 title, the gold medal in 
the World Indoor Champion-
ships and not just one, but two, 
Olympic gold medals. But the 
top step at the World Cham-
pionships podium had always 
eluded Miller-Uibo, who won 
silver medals in 2015 and 2019 
and was fourth in 2017.

The 28-year-old would not 
be denied on Friday at Hayward 
Field. Miller-Uibo led wire to 
wire, her long green hair flowing 
behind her, to win with a world-
leading time of 49.11.  

“It has been a long time 
coming and the main thing for 
us this season was the world 
championships and a gold med-
al,” Miller-Uibo said. “That’s 
one thing we were missing, so I 
ran a very tactical race. To go out 
with the gold, I am very proud.” 

And with that, she an-

nounced that she would be 
shifting to the 200m. “That’s 
it for me running the 400m,” 
Miller-Uibo said. “The plans 
for me are the 200m, which 
has always been my first love, 
and get back into that.” 

She led a Caribbean sweep, 
with Marileidy Paulino of the 
Dominican Republic taking 
the silver in 49.60 and Sada 
Williams of Barbados claiming 
the bronze with a national re-
cord of 49.75. 

Miller-Uibo blasted out 
of the blocks with the second-
fastest reaction time and quickly 
made up the stagger, holding 
her advantage over Paulino.

Miller-Uibo, who is now 2-1 
against Paulino, said the times 
didn’t matter to her. “It was all 
about making sure we secured 
the gold medal,” she said.

Her three medals in the 
400m tie Allyson Felix, Ana 
Guevara, Jearl Miles-Clark 
and Lorraine Graham-Fenton. 
Miller-Uibo also captured the 
bronze in the 200m in 2017. 

Miller-Uibo’s husband, Es-
tonian decathlete Maicel Uibo, 
embraced her after the race. 
He will now begin two days of 
competition. In 2019, they both 
won silver medals at the World 
Championships. (World Athletics)

PSG PREVAIL OVER RED DIAMONDS IN JAPAN

In a stadium with another excellent turnout, Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) came out on top 3-0 in their second friendly of this tour of Japan against Urawa Red Diamonds at the Saitama 
Stadium in Saitama Prefecture on Saturday. Three days after a first victory over Kawasaki Frontale (2-1), Les Parisiens continued their Japanese tour with a match against another 
local side, Urawa Red Diamonds. After winning the ball high up the pitch in the 16th minute and playing in a triangle with Kylian Mbappé and Mauro Icardi, Pablo Sarabia opened the 
score with a powerful half-volley (0-1). In the 35th minute, Mbappe got the stadium to their feet when he found the back of the net with a splendid goal at the near post after com-
pletely leaving the defender in his tracks with a dummy. In the 76th minute, Arnaud Kalimuendo who extended his side’s lead, scoring his second goal in as many matches. (Pics: AFP)

Zinchenko says joining Arsenal 
a ‘boyhood dream come true’

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

OLEKSANDR Zinchenko has 
described moving to Arsenal 
as a “boyhood dream come 
true” after joining from Man-
chester City.

The 25-year-old Ukraine in-
ternational becomes Arsenal’s 
fifth summer signing after Ga-
briel Jesus, Marquinhos, Matt 
Turner and Fábio Vieira.

Zinchenko told the Arsenal 
website: “First of all I would like 
to say this is a boyhood dream 
come true, because I was a mas-
sive fan when I was a kid.

“Since Thierry Henry and 
young Cesc Fàbregas was 
playing here, I was just enjoy-
ing watching those games, that 
Arsenal.

“And obviously I started to 
love this club, so I am so ex-
cited and I cannot wait to play 
for this amazing club.

“I’m ready for another 
challenge. I’m not here just to 
waste my time and the time of 
Arsenal because the club is al-
ways in front of everyone.

“I am here to achieve big 
things and I hope we can win 
some titles, and I hope we 
are going to fight for every 
title in which we are going to 
be involved.

“The team is growing up so 
quickly and I think it’s time. 
It’s time to do our best and to 
achieve something big.” 

Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta worked with Zinchenko 
during his time coaching un-
der Pep Guardiola at City and 
said: “We’re so happy Alex has 
joined us. He’s a player that I 
personally know really well and 
continued to follow him after 
my time at Manchester City.”

‘I want to stay in Paris’ – Neymar 
hopes to remain at PSG

STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS 

NEYMAR has declared that 
his desire is to stay at Paris 
Saint-Germain amid reports 
he could be on the move.

The Brazil international 
has been linked with the likes 
of Manchester City, Chelsea 
and Juventus.

Neymar came on just be-
fore the hour mark in PSG’s 
3-0 friendly win over Japanese 
outfit Urawa Red Diamonds 
in Saitama on Saturday and 
spoke of his wish to remain 
with the Ligue 1 champions af-
ter the match.

The former Barcelona for-
ward, who has three years re-
maining on his contract, told 
reporters: “I want to stay in 
Paris.

“I don’t know about the 

club since they haven’t told me 
anything.

I have a multi-year con-
tract here. So far, I haven’t 

been told anything.” 
Neymar was in the PSG 

team that crumbled at the Ber-
nabeu last season, when a Ka-

rim Benzema hat-trick saw 
PSG let a 2-0 second-leg lead 
slip against Real Madrid in 
the Champions League round 
of 16.

He was booed in PSG’s 
next home game after that col-
lapse, and there has been talk 
of that reaction leading to the 
30-year-old wanting to seek 
pastures new.

Yet Neymar says he is look-
ing forward to the new season 
with Christophe Galtier in 
charge following Mauricio Po-
chettino’s departure.

He added: “I feel good, in 
good shape, after the holidays 
at home. For everyone, we 
have to train a lot to improve 
as a team. The truth is that 
everything is fine.

“I have nothing to prove to 
anyone. I like to play football, 
I’m happy.”

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar prepares for a free 
kick during PSG’s Japan Tour football match against Urawa Reds at 
the Saitama Stadium in Saitama on Saturday. (AFP)

Brazilian international football star Dani Alves gestures after sign-
ing his contract with Mexico’s Pumas for the current Apertura-2022 
tournament, at the team instalations in the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, in Mexico City on Saturday. (AFP)

EX-BARCA STAR ALVES JOINS 
MEXICO’S PUMAS AT 39

Oleksandr Zinchenko after  
signing the contract.

PARIS: Lyon have signed Argen-
tina full back 
Nicolas Tag-
liafico from Ajax 
on a three-year 
deal. 
The 29-year-
old had been 

a regular for Ajax over the 
past four-and-a-half seasons, 
making 169 appearances for 
the Eredivisie champions and 
winning five major honours. 
Following a protracted transfer 
saga, Lyon confirmed the arrival 
of Tagliafico on their official 
website on Saturday. He will fill 
the void left by loanee Emerson 
Palmieri’s return to parent club 
Chelsea. Tagliafico has been 
capped 40 times by Argentina 
and is expected to be part of 
Lionel Scaloni’s squad for the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar. 
(STATS Perform/DPA)

Lyon sign Argentina 
international 

Tagliafico from Ajax

 Quick read

I am just really soaking 
up the moment. I got to 
experience it for the first 
time in Doha. It was a 
world of emotions.
Kelsey-Lee Barber

MADELINE RYAN
EUGENE, OREGON (USA)

KELSEY-LEE Barber pro-
duced a big throw at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 on Friday, to become 
the first woman to win back-
to-back world javelin titles.

Since winning the world 
title in 2019, Barber strug-
gled with back and neck issues 
but peaked well at the Tokyo 
Olympics to claim bronze.

The Australian once again 
produced her best throw of the 
year – and, in fact, the second-
best mark of her career – to 
claim gold here in Oregon, 
winning with a world-leading 
66.91m which came in the 
third round.

For all the other medal 
contenders, however, most of 
the excitement came in the fi-
nal two rounds.

When Kara Winger started 
down the runway, the Hay-
ward Field crowd was cheer-
ing for the US thrower, who by 
that point had settled into fifth 
place. The 36-year-old, who 
has represented the US at four 
Olympic Games and six World 
Championships, was looking 
for a happy ending to her in-
ternational career.

She sent her javelin out 
to 64.05m, her best throw of 
the competition by nearly two 
meters and enough to move 
into the silver medal position, 
where she stayed until the end 
of the contest.

Not only was it the first 
global medal of her career, it 
was also USA’s first women’s 
javelin medal at the World 
Championships.

Then, like Winger, Japan’s 
Haruka Kitaguchi surged at 
the end of the competition 
when she threw 63.27m on her 
final attempt.

Up until the last-effort 

strength of Winger and Kita-
guchi, it appeared as though 
Australia would claim two 
medals. Barber’s compatriot 
Mackenzie Little had opened 
with a PB of 63.22m, which 
put her in first place for the 
first two rounds, and second 
place until China’s Olympic 
champion Liu Shiying threw 
63.25m in round four.

Ultimately, though, Liu and 
Little finished shy of the podium 
after Winger and Kitaguchi’s in-
spired sixth-round efforts.

Barber said she was re-

minded of her experience win-
ning at the 2019 World Cham-
pionships in Doha, when she 
became the first woman from 
the southern hemisphere to be-
come a javelin world champion.

“I am just really soaking up 
the moment. I got to experience 
it for the first time in Doha. It 
was a world of emotions,” said 
Barber. “I am cementing my 
place as one of the world’s best 
javelin throwers and I want to 
keep building on that.”

Winger, meanwhile, was 
delighted to finally earn a 

medal on home turf.
“I just had so many oppor-

tunities and so much support 
from the local crowd,” said 
Winger, who grew up two hours 
away in Vancouver, Wash-
ington. “To grab a medal here 
almost at home, at Hayward 
Field – it is what I dreamed 
about. But I am still in disbelief 
that it actually happened.”

Kitaguchi’s last throw was 
an emotional moment for the 
athlete who missed the 2019 
World Championships team 
by just six centimetres. After 

her distance illuminated the 
board, she dropped to her 
knees in joy. Then Kitaguchi 
pulled herself up, ran over to 
the stands where her mom 
was watching her, and then 
sank once more to the ground, 
overcome.

“I made history,” said Kit-
aguchi, who won Japan’s first 
ever World Championships 
medal in the women’s jave-
lin. “My goal was to get to the 
top eight in the final. I did not 
think about the medal before.” 
(World Athletics)

Australia’s Kelsey-Lee Barber competes in the women’s javelin throw finals during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eu-
gene, Oregon, on Friday. (AFP)

Sports

Australia’s Barber retains javelin 
title with world-leading throw
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Attiyah makes super start at Aragon Rally
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PRE-EVENT favourites Nasser 
Al Attiyah and his French co-
driver Mathieu Baumel made 
a whirlwind start to their 2022 
Baja Spain Aragon (fourth 
round of the FIA World Cup 
for Cross-Country Bajas) cam-
paign winning the first two Su-
per Stage (SS1 & SS2) in north-
ern Spain on Saturday.

The Qatari set the pace 
from the start, winning the 
first 180km special stage. Al 
Attiyah was fastest at all the 
intermediate points of the 
route and was 2’01” ahead of 
Yazeed Al Rajhi at the end of 
the special. Third to finish was 
Brazilian Lucas Moraes in a 
Toyota Hilux, 3’50” behind 
the leader.

After a short service, the 
crews tackled the second 
special stage of the day, the 
longest of the weekend with 
222kms against the clock 
where again in the cars sec-
tion, Al Attiyah took the top 
honours.

On Sunday, SS3 will take 
place over 160kms which will 
decide the eventual winners.

Al Attiyah had scored his 

fourth victory in Aragon Rally 
following a fantastic battle in 
the last special stage in the 
event’s 37th edition in 2021.

Leclerc seals pole for French F1  
Grand Prix, Verstappen second

DPA
BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc continued 
Ferrari’s recent strong form 
by snatching pole position for 
Sunday’s French Formula One 
Grand Prix, edging out champi-
onship leader Max Verstappen.

Monaco’s Leclerc, who 
won last time out in Aus-
tria, set a best lap of 1 min-
ute 30.872 seconds at the 
5.842-kilometres Circuit Paul 
Ricard in Le Castellet.

Red Bull’s defending 
champion Verstappen, who 
had shown impressive race 
pace in the practice sessions, 
was 0.304 seconds behind for 
second spot on the grid with 
team-mate Sergio Perez third 
quickest in a windy qualifying.

Spanish Ferrari driver 
Carlos Sainz will start the race 
from the back of the grid af-
ter exceeding the number of 
power unit changes permitted. 
He was already due to serve a 
10-place grid penalty for going 
over the electronics compo-
nent quota.

But he still had a role to 
play in qualifying, Leclerc us-
ing his slipstream to set his 
fastest lap.

“It was a great lap. I’ve 
struggled all weekend to put a 
lap together but I put it in and 
I have to says thanks to Carlos 
for the help. It was great team-
work,” Leclerc said.

“I was very surprised by 
the pace we had. We managed 
to turn it around for qualify-
ing.” Ferrari had won the last 
two races with Sainz triumph-
ing in Britain and Leclerc in 
Austria to snap a six-race Red 
Bull winning streak from Ver-

stappen and Sergio Perez.
Verstappen leads the 

championship, 38 points 
ahead of Leclerc after 11 of 22 
races thanks to six wins this 
season.

The Dutchman won last 
year’s race and was on pole 
in Le Castellet, which is set to 
drop off the calendar after this 
year.

“It was a bit more tricky 
than I would have hoped,” said 
Verstappen.

“It will be a bit warmer, but 
clearly they have been really 
quick again.” 

Seven-times world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton, who will 

start his 300th Grand Prix on 
Sunday, was fourth quickest 
on the distinctive track lined 
with blue markings. Mercedes 
had hoped for a big break-
through in France.

Germany’s four-times 
champion Sebastian Vettel en-
dured more misery on another 
poor weekend so far for As-
ton Martin when he was 14th 
quickest.

Haas driver Kevin Mag-
nussen will be on the back row 
with Sainz after engine changes 
despite another good showing 
from the Dane in qualifying.

Team-mate Mick Schu-
macher, who has also shown 
a marked improvement in 
recent weeks, thought he had 
got into Q2 but the German 
had his time deleted after go-
ing over track limits and was 
19th fastest.

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc reacts after he took the pole position during the qualifying 
session ahead of the French Formula One Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le Castellet, southern 
France, on Saturday. (AFP)

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc (R) poses with French 
former F1 driver Jean Alesi in the parc ferme after he took the pole 
position of the French F1 Grand Prix at the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le 
Castellet, southern France on Saturday. (AFP)

Starting grid for Sunday’s French Grand Prix 
Front row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari), Max 
Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
2nd row: Sergio Pérez (MEX/Red Bull), Lewis 
Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)
3rd row: Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-
Mercedes), George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
4th row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault), 
Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
5th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes), Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)
6th row: Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo), 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
7th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes), Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row: Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-
Mercedes), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
9th row: Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari), 
Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes)
10th row: Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari), Kevin 
Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari)
Note: Sainz and Magnussen start from back 
of the grid after having new engines fitted on 
their cars.

Starting Grid

Nasser Al Attiyah set the pace from the start, winning the first 180km special stage. Al Attiyah was fastest at all the intermediate points of the 
route and was 2’01” ahead of Yazeed Al Rajhi at the end of the special.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert wearing the sprinter’s green jersey cycles during the 
20th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 40,7 km individual time trial between 
Lacapelle-Marival and Rocamadour, in southwestern France, on Saturday (AFP)

Van Aert beats Vingegaard to win stage 20 time trial

PA MEDIA/DPA
ROCAMADOUR (FRANCE) 

JONAS Vingegaard is set to 
win the Tour de France after 
finishing second to his Jumbo-
Visma team-mate Wout van 
Aert in the stage 20 time trial 
to Rocamadour.

Van Aert set a time of 47 
minutes 59.86 seconds over 
the 40.7 kilometre route from 
Lacapelle-Marival, 19 seconds 
faster than Vingegaard, who 
needed only to ride defensively 
given his sizable cushion over 
Tadej Pogacar but instead at-
tacked the stage and was fast-
est over the first half.

He faded, almost running 
wide on a descent late on, but 

his second place was enough 
to confirm him in yellow ahead 
of Sunday’s ride into Paris, his 
advantage over Pogacar three 
minutes and 34 seconds.

The longest time trial to 
feature in a Tour since 2014 
did nothing to change the top 
of the general classification 
with 2018 champion Geraint 
Thomas fourth on the day be-
hind Pogacar to confirm his 
podium place at the age of 36.

That means Vingegaard 
will be the one clinking cham-
pagne glasses on Sunday be-
fore an anticipated sprint finish 
on the Champs-Elysees, with 
two-time defending champion 
Pogacar making do with the 
best young rider’s white jersey.

It is a first overall Tour 
crown for 25-year-old Ving-
egaard, coming in an edition 
that set out from his native 
Denmark three weeks ago.

“It means everything, it’s 
really incredible,” he said as 
he wiped away tears. “It’s the 
biggest thing within cycling 
and we did it.

“Since last year I always 
believed I could do it and now 
it’s happened. It’s really in-
credible. It’s both a relief and 
I’m just so happy and proud.” 

Asked about his aggressive 
approach, Vingegaard pointed 
to 2020, when team-mate Pri-
moz Roglic saw his advantage 
in yellow disappear on a stage 
20 time trial, allowing Pogacar 

to take his first title.
“We all were thinking 

about it,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
say we were afraid of it but we 
had it in our heads and didn’t 
want it to happen again.” 

Jumbo-Visma, who have 
only five riders left, head to 
Paris boasting the yellow, green 
and polka dot jerseys. Van Aert 
cannot be caught in the points 
classification, while Vingegaard 
is top of both the general clas-
sification and the mountains 
competition. The team also has 
six stage wins from 20.

While Vingegaard gets the 
glory, Van Aert has been the 
man to light things up for his 
team. This was a third stage 
win of the Tour for the Belgian.

Qatar’s national basketball team will be participating in the Gulf Youth 
Basketball Championship, a qualifying meet for the Asian Cup finals, be-
ing hosted by UAE from July 29 to August 6. UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Oman are the other teams taking part. Qatar’s participation 
in the Gulf championship comes after their successful participation in 
the Arab Basketball Championship which concluded two days ago in 
Cairo and where they won the bronze medal. Qatar will begin their cam-
paign in the Gulf championship against Kuwait counterpart on Friday, 
July 29, and will play their second match on July 30 against UAE team 
before meeting Bahrain the next day. Qatar will next face Saudi Arabia 
before playing their fifth match against Oman on August 3. (QNA)

QATAR FOR GULF YOUTH 
BASKETBALL C’SHIP AFTER  
GOOD SHOW AT ARAB MEET 

Dane Jonas Vingegaard set to claim first Tour de France title

QATAR CHESS TRAINING 
CENTER U-16 C’SHIP  

HELD SUCCESSFULLY 

The monthly Qatar Chess Training Center U-16 Championship, held under 
the supervision of Qatar Chess Federation, concluded with the participa-
tion of 40 players in the presence of Mohammed Al Madhahka, President 
of the Qatar Chess Federation. Indian player Alan Bijou emerged the 
winner with 5 points, while India’s Jayaditya Jantayt, and Pranav Pradeep 
finished second and third. Noah Nizar (also from India) was the best U12 
player, and Talib Dahman the best Qatari player. The U-10 category was 
won by Indian Krishna Tisjaswi. The youngest Qatari participant was Asma 
Al Hammadi. Yousef Muhammad Al Mutawa, Secretary-General, Qatar 
Chess Federation congratulated and crowned the winners. (TNN)



South Africa’s Aiden Markram is run out in the second One-Day inter-
national against England at Old Trafford in Manchester on Friday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
MANCHESTER 

A thrilling bowling perfor-
mance helped England level 
the One-Day International se-
ries against South Africa with 
an emphatic 118-run win in 
a rain-affected game at Old 
Trafford on Friday, reports 
BBC.com.

Defending 201 in 29 overs, 
a devastating new-ball burst 
reduced South Africa to 6-4 
inside four overs before they 
were eventually bowled out for 
83.

Reece Topley took two 
wickets in the third before Da-
vid Willey dismissed Quinton 
de Kock to start the fourth and 
Jos Buttler’s sensational field-
ing ran out Aiden Markram 
before he had faced a ball.

Sam Curran bowled David 
Miller before England’s spin 
duo of Adil Rashid (3-29) and 
Moeen Ali (2-22) combined to 
bowl South Africa out in just 
20.4 overs.

After a delay of almost four 
hours, England made 201 be-
fore being bowled out with five 
balls to go after being put into 
bat by the tourists.

Liam Livingstone top-
scored with 38, including hit-
ting three successive sixes off 
Anrich Nortje, while Curran 
smashed a brutal 18-ball 35.

It was the fifth game in a 
row England failed to bat their 
overs and it felt like their total 
could lead to a third successive 
defeat for the first time since 

February 2016.
Their total looked no more 

than par, but four wickets fell 
in a 10-ball spell with no runs 
added, to effectively win the 
game.

Topley, who had taken 12 
wickets in his previous three 
games, had Janneman Malan 
caught at mid-on, before Ras-
sie van der Dussen strangled 
down the leg-side.

De Kock’s wicket was 
the big one, before Buttler 
swooped in and superbly gath-
ered and under-hand flicked 
towards the stumps, with 
Markram a yard short of his 
ground.

At that point England’s 
biggest threat was the weather 
as rain returned, but Buttler 
cleverly turned to his spin-
ners and they were able to rip 
through them.

Moeen deceived Heinrich 
Klaasen to have him stumped, 
before Rashid claimed Keshav 
Maharaj, Dwaine Pretorius 
and Lungi Ngidi as England 
raced through overs to get to 
the 20 overs required to con-
stitute a game.

Victory came when Nortje 
hit Moeen to long-on and 
South Africa were dismissed 
for their second-lowest total in 
ODI cricket to give England a 
morale-boosting win.
Scores: England 201 (Living-
stone 38, Curran 35, Pretorius 
4-36) beat South Africa (Tar-
get: 201 in 29 overs) 83 in 
20.4 overs (Klaasen 33, Rashid 
3-29) by 118 runs.

SA shot out for 
83 as England 

level series

Jonathan Trott appointed  
 Afghanistan coach

ICC

FORMER England middle-or-
der batter Jonathan Trott has 
been appointed as Afghani-
stan men’s team’s head coach.

Trott will take over as Af-
ghanistan’s head coach for 
the tour of Ireland in August. 
Trott, who played over 200 
international matches for 
England, worked as a batting 
coach for the senior England 
men’s team on their tour of 
India in 2021. He was also a 
mentor and batting coach for 
the under-19 team.

“I’m honoured and ex-
cited to have the opportunity 
to take one of international 
cricket’s most exciting teams 
through what is a huge year 
for their development as a 

team,” Trott said.
“I can’t wait to get to work 

with a group of players who 
are clearly capable of generat-
ing results in a style that will 
make the people of Afghani-
stan proud.”

Afghanistan are set to tour 
Ireland for five T20Is in the 
second week of August.

India win final over ODI 
thriller at Port of Spain

ICC
PORT OF SPAIN

SHIKHAR Dhawan led from 
the front at the bat, while the 
India bowlers held their nerve 
to win the first ODI against 
West Indies at the Queen’s 
Park Oval here on Friday.

Chasing 309 for victory, 
hosts West Indies needed only 
120 runs in the last 15 overs 
with seven wickets left in the 
bag. They were looking at a 
historic run chase but the In-
dian bowlers had other plans.

First Mohammed Siraj dis-
missed the dangerous Nicho-
las Pooran (25) and Rovman 
Powell (6) soon followed his 
captain back to the pavilion as 
Yuzvendra Chahal bagged the 
first of his two wickets.

Akeal Hosein (32) and Ro-
mario Shepherd (39) put a late 
blitz bringing their side within 
38 runs off the target with the 
last three overs to go. 

Despite the late onslaught, 
the India pacers weathered the 
storm with Siraj successfully 
defending 15 runs in the final 
over.

Earlier, Shubman Gill, 
who was in the playing XI in 
ODIs for the first time since 
December 2020, showed class 

as he creamed the West Indies 
pacers for boundaries inside 
the Powerplay. He raced to 41 
off 28 in the first 10 overs and 
brought up his maiden ODI 
fifty soon off just 36 balls.

At the other end, Shikhar 
Dhawan was happy to play 
second fiddle but kept scor-

ing at a healthy rate as the pair 
brought up their 100-run part-
nership in just 14 overs. The 
skipper too managed to get to 
his half-century, his 36th in 
ODI cricket.

With both the batters on 
song, it needed something 
special to break the partner-

ship and Nicholas Pooran pro-
duced a brilliant direct-hit to 
dismiss Gill for 64.

West Indies managed to 
slip in a few quiet overs but 
the pairing of Shikhar Dhawan 
and Shreyas Iyer batted stead-
ily to ensure the hosts didn’t 
make any more inroads. Iyer 

was peppered with a few short 
balls but picked the spinners 
apart.

Dhawan looked destined 
for his 18th career ODI hun-
dred but a brilliant catch by 
Shamarh Brooks brought his 
end to the innings just three 
runs short of a century. Iyer 
(54) too fell soon after his fifty.

With 14 overs to go, India 
were in complete control at 
231/3 and looked on course 
to posting a mammoth total. 
But the West Indies bowlers 
fought back brilliantly to keep 
pegging at the wickets and 
pushing the visitors back. 

Deepak Hooda and Axar 
Patel made valuable contribu-
tions to take India past 300, 
finishing at 308/7.

Despite losing Shai Hope 
early in the innings, the West 
Indies chase was off to a great 
start thanks to a 117-run sec-
ond-wicket partnership be-
tween Kyle Mayers (75) and 
Shamarh Brooks (46) who set 
the platform for their team-
mates.

Brandon King (54) an-
chored the chase well, bring-
ing up his third ODI fifty while 
constantly losing partners at 
the other end.

In the end though the team 
effort fell short by three runs.
Scores: India 308 for 7 (Dha-
wan 97, Gill 64, Iyer 54, Motie 
2-54, Joseph 2-61) beat West 
Indies 305 for 6 (Mayers 75, 
King 54, Thakur 2-54, Siraj 
2-56) by three runs.

Chasing a record 
309, Windies fall 
short by 3 runs

India players celebrate with teammate Mohammed Siraj (2L) on winning the 1st ODI against West Indies 
at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Friday. (AFP)

Commonwealth Games: Mandhana says 
India won’t settle for podium finish
ICC

INDIA vice-captain Smriti 
Mandhana spoke to the press 
about the team’s aspirations 
before departing for the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in Bir-
mingham.

For the first time in 24 
years, cricket is set to be a part 
of the Commonwealth Games 
this year in Birmingham. It will 
also be the first time a women’s 
tournament will be played in-
side a multi-sport event.

As such, the incentive for 
the all the teams is huge as 
they could make history by fin-
ishing on the podium or better 
yet, win the gold.

Speaking to the press be-
fore departing for the Com-
monwealth Games, Smriti 
Mandhana spoke about simi-
lar aspirations for the wom-
en’s tournament.

“Really excited to be part of 
the Commonwealth Games,” 
said Mandhana. “I think it is 
something very new for me and 
our team. We’ve never experi-
enced going out and playing a 
tournament where other sports 
are also involved. So I’m defi-
nitely looking forward to it.

“We haven’t had an experi-

ence of playing in a Common-
wealth Games, where we’ll 
strive to get the gold medal be-
cause we’ve always imagined 
us lifting the trophy and trying 

to put us on a podium where 
we lift a trophy.

“But now that we have to 
imagine us going on the podi-
um and getting a medal, I think 

it is something new and we all 
are really excited. It’ll be a good 
experience and a really new ex-
perience for all of us, and I am 
sure that we’re all really going 

to enjoy and give our best.”
Mandhana made it very 

clear that the team will not just 
be satisfied with a podium fin-
ish and are looking to make his-
tory by bagging the top prize. 

“All the girls are really ex-
cited and we all know the feel-
ing,” Mandhana added. “We 
all know the feeling because 
we’ve all watched the Com-
monwealth and Olympics, 
when the Indian flag goes 
higher and we hear the nation-
al anthem... everyone knows 
that feeling and definitely we 
are aiming for gold.

“I don’t think we’ll look for 
just a podium finish because 
when the flag goes higher and 
the national anthem plays, 
that’s the best feeling.”

India are pitted in Group 
A against Australia, Barbados 
and Pakistan. 

Their campaign will be-
gin on 29 July against reign-
ing T20 World Champions 
Australia before they face 
arch-rivals Pakistan two days 
later. They play their final 
group stage game on 3 August 
against Barbados.

The top two teams from 
both groups will qualify for the 
semi-finals.

Former England batsman and now 
Afghanistan coach Jonathan Trott. 

Lara’s record safe for now as Glamorgan batter scores 410*
ICC

LONDON

HISTORY was made in Eng-
land’s County Championship 
on Saturday, 23 July, as Glam-
organ batter Sam Northeast 
flirted with the world record 
score of West Indies great 
Brian Lara and became just 
the first player this century to 
make more than 400 runs in a 
first-class innings.

Northeast hit a brilliant 
410* from 450 deliveries 
against Leicestershire, but 
any chance he had of surpass-
ing Lara’s world record score 
of 501* was cut short when 
Glamorgan captain David 
Lloyd declared his side’s in-
nings at 795/5 at lunch on day 
four of the Division Two con-
test at Grace Road.

It was the ninth high-
est score in first-class history 
and the highest any batter 
has totalled since Lara’s re-
cord knock for Warwickshire 
against Durham in Birming-
ham more than 28 years ago.

Northeast is also just the 
11th batter to surpass the 
400-run mark in a first-class 
innings, joining cricketing 
greats such as Don Bradman, 
Graeme Hick, Bill Ponsford 
and Lara that have previously 

achieved the feat.
The right-hander hit 45 

boundaries and three sixes 
during his record-breaking 
knock, with the 32-year-old 
enjoying an unbeaten 461-run 
partnership with Chris Cooke 
(191*) for the sixth wicket in 
reply to Leicestershire first in-
nings score of 584.

Northeast also enjoyed 
a 306-run stand with South 
Africa international Colin 
Ingram (139), with the duo 
coming to the crease with 
Glamorgan in a spot of bother 
initially at 9/2 in the seventh 
over.

Despite an impressive 
first-class record that has 
netted 26 centuries and 61 
half-centuries, Northeast has 
never been given a chance by 
England to perform at interna-
tional level.

Glamorgan batter Sam Northeast 
(seen in front of the scoreboard 
at Grace Road in Leicester) 
flirted with the world record 
score of West Indies great Brian 
Lara of 501 not out and became 
just the first player this century 
to make more than 400 runs in a 
first-class innings. Northeast hit a 
brilliant 410* from 450 deliver-
ies against Leicestershire.

THE Indian cricket team is all set to face Australia and South Africa 
for a white-ball series at home, between September 20 and October 
11. According to ESPNcricinfo, India will square off against Australia 
for a three-match T20I series and a series of three T20Is and three 
ODIs against South Africa. These will be the last fixtures for all three 
teams before they travel to Australia for the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup in Australia, to be held from October 16. The three T20Is against 
Australia will be played in Mohali, Nagpur and Hyderabad on Sept 20, 
23 and 25 respectively. The South Africa T20Is will be played between 
Sept 28 and Oct 3 in Thiruvananthapuram, Guwahati and Indore, while 
the ODIs, which follow, will be played in Ranchi, Lucknow and Delhi, 
between October 6 and 11. India are currently in the Caribbean for 
three ODIs and five T20Is, between July 22 and August 7. (ANI)

India to face Australia, South Africa  
ahead of men’s T20 World Cup
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CCQ kick-starts new 
academic year with 
over 4,700 students
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The Community College of 
Qatar (CCQ) announced the 
start of the academic year 
2022-2023 as of July 24, with 
3,339 female students and 
1,380 male students enrolled 
in 15 academic programmes, 
eight associate degree pro-
grammes and seven bachelor’s 
degree programmes. CCQ is 
offering 672 on-campus class-
es, in addition to 36 hybrid 
classes, which combine tradi-
tional and online learning.

CCQ administration point-
ed out that the mode of studies 
during the current Fall semes-
ter will be face-to-face for all 
courses listed in the academic 
schedule of the academic pro-
grammes.

Dr Khalid Mohamed 
Al-horr, president of CCQ, 
stressed the college’s readi-
ness to launch the academic 
year and to receive all mem-
bers of the college, including 
students and faculty members. 
he stated that the academic 
and administrative staff are 
always ready to help the stu-
dents and guide them in their 
academic journey at the CCQ, 
to enable them to achieve aca-
demic excellence.

Dr Al-horr indicated that 
the college has succeeded in 
developing an educational sys-
tem that enhances the options 
available to students by of-
fering two consecutive sets of 
eight-week courses per semes-
ter, in parallel with the regular 
16-week courses. It provides 
students with greater flex-
ibility allowing them to study 
and work at the same time and 
avoid conflicting times.

he added that the fac-
ulty members of the college 
-- 104 regular and 29 adjunct 
-- are distinguished by the di-
versity of their expertise and 
academic specialisations. This 
contributes to enhancing the 
College’s ability to accommo-
date the increasing numbers 
of students and the expansion 
of its academic programs.

The president also 
stressed, during the Annual 
Convocation for faculty and 
administrative staff that was 
held recently at the Lusail 
Campus, the college’s commit-
ment to continue its vital role 
in meeting students’ aspira-
tions and providing high-qual-
ity education, by developing 
the college’s programmes and 
services and producing learn-
ing outcomes capable of meet-
ing the labour market’s needs 
of qualified manpower.

Dr Al-horr also pointed 

out that the college has been 
keen, since its inception in 
2010, to raise the efficiency 
of institutional performance, 
and to enhance the quality of 
education, by adopting the 
best teaching methods, at-
tracting specialized academic 
competencies and employing 
distinguished administrative 

expertise, which develop the 
Qatari human capital with sci-
ence and knowledge.

The convocation witnessed 
presentations of the three aca-
demic divisions, namely Man-
agement Sciences, Science 
and Technology and Liberal 
Arts, in addition to the Stu-
dent Affairs Division and a 
number of departments and 
sections. The attendees were 
acquainted with the respon-
sibilities and roles of each of 
these departments, and the 
services they provide to the 
college’s members, as well as 
the plans of each department 
for the academic year 2022-
2023, and the effective ways 
to achieve career excellence 
and educational innovation, in 
a way that enhances the stra-
tegic goals of the college, and 
raises the level of current and 
future initiatives, programmes 
and development plans.

QRCS, KRCS provide relief and health 
care to 834,000 refugees in Bangladesh

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The representation mission 
of Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) in Bangladesh is con-
tinuing with the project to im-
prove shelter conditions and 
healthcare services at refugee 
camps in Bangladesh.

Since the beginning of the 
project, some 834,000 refu-
gees have benefited, including 
1,200 families (6,000 people) 
who benefit from shelter ser-
vices and 828,000 refugees 
who benefit from primary 
healthcare services and com-
munity health activities.

The $3 million project is 
co-funded by QRCS and Ku-
wait Red Crescent Society 
(KRCS), with support from the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab eco-
nomic Development. The relief 
intervention is part of the stra-
tegic partnership between the 
two fellow National Societies, 
under which many projects 
have been executed to make a 
difference in the lives of vul-
nerable people in Bangladesh 
and many other countries.

In terms of shelter and 
non-food items (NFIs), the 
construction of shelter units at 
camps is in progress, with 400 
shelters constructed so far. 
Also, 1,200 NFI kits have been 
purchased and delivered to the 
warehouses of Bangladesh Red 
Crescent Society (BDRCS), 
which would be distributed 
later to the beneficiaries who 
received the shelters.

At the same time, a public 
tender is being issued to con-
struct two mosques at a refu-
gee camp, to help those who 
have to walk long distances for 
a mosque.

Regarding health care, the 
QRCS-run three camp health 
centres have received, exam-

ined, and treated 17,434 pa-
tients, with the total number of 
beneficiaries reaching 49,907. 
The field awareness raising 
visits carried out by commu-
nity health personnel have 
benefited 84,012 refugees, or 
339,853 since the start of the 
project.

During the same period, 

the project has trained 23 
health professionals in live re-
sponse and early warning sys-
tem. An early warning and re-
sponse system was designed by 
the World health Organization 
(WhO) to enhance detection 
of disease outbreaks in emer-
gencies, including in conflict 
or disaster zones.

Continuing until the end 
of May 2023, the project’s tar-
get is 834,000 beneficiaries 
from Myanmar refugee and 
host communities, including 
6,000 beneficiaries of shelter 
services and 828,000 ben-
eficiaries of primary health 
care services and community 
health activities.

QRCS representation mission provides healthcare support to refugees in Bangladesh recently.

Dr. Khaled Al-Horr

QNL prepares for more 
summer activities, events

QnA
Doha

QATAR National Library 
(QNL) continues its summer 
season with an impressive 
number of events and activi-
ties geared toward children, 
teenagers, and adults, cover-
ing a wide range of topics such 
as skill development, culture, 
health awareness, arts, and lit-
erature.

The library will hold the 
third edition of its summer 
camp for young people from 
July 23 to August 11, 2022, 
with eight sessions designed 
to help young people explore 
their interests.

From August 2 to 27, the 
library will host a number of 
special research series pro-
grams and workshops, in-
cluding seven sessions on 
academic writing skills and 
presentations, writing literary 
reviews and reviewing doctoral 
studies, conducting research 
analysis using quantitative and 
qualitative tools, increasing 
research visibility, and writing 
an effective theoretical discus-
sion in research papers.

The library is collaborat-
ing with Sidra Medicine to or-
ganise a breastfeeding aware-

ness event on August 4th, as 
well as educational sessions 
with Sidra Medicine nutrition, 
physiotherapy, and mental 
health specialists, as part of its 
support for World Breastfeed-
ing Week.

On August 16th, the library 
will host Zakaria Al-hakkar, 
Senior Information Specialist 
at Lusail University, to discuss 
the relationship between the 
library, society, and sports, 
as well as the importance of 
sports libraries. The lecture 
will discuss the role of interna-
tional and local sports libraries 
such as the Singapore Sports 
Library, the Qatar Olympic 
Academy’s Library, and the 
Olympic and Sports Museum’s 
Library, as well as the World 
Cup’s opportunity to partici-
pate in community sports pro-
grams.

On August 20th, the library 
will host a “musical poetry 
evening,” during which the 
artist Riyad Bouallam will play 
music to the tunes of the oud 
while Dr. Mahrous Borayek 
and Dr. Omar hazzaa recite 
their Arabic poems.

On August 8, 15, 22, and 
29th, children and young peo-
ple aged 7 to 14 will have the 
opportunity to embark on a 
journey of tales as the library 
collaborates with the year of 
culture (Qatar-Middle east, 
North Africa, and South Asia 
2022) for children to enjoy half 
an hour of interesting Qatari 
stories and tales.

On August 25th, the library 
will wrap up its summer activi-
ties and events with a demon-
stration workshop on assistive 
technology presented in col-
laboration with Mada Assistive 
Technology Center.

The workshop aims to sup-
port and improve students’, 
parents’, and teachers’ skills 
in using assistive technol-
ogy available in the library 
and Mada center, as well as to 
investigate technologies that 
improve independent reading 
and daily life skills for people 
with disabilities and special 
needs.

The library will wrap up its 
summer activities and 
events on August 25 with 
a demonstration workshop 
on assistive technology 
presented in collaboration 
with Mada Assistive 
Technology Center

On August 4, the library will collaborate with Sidra Medicine to host 
a breastfeeding awareness event marking World Breastfeeding Week


