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Need to find a way to get Djokovic to US Open, says McEnroe 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

NOVAK Djokovic must be al-
lowed to play at the US Open 
because a ban over his COV-
ID-19 vaccination refusal would 
be “crazy”, according to former 
American great John McEnroe.

The Serbian won his seventh 
Wimbledon title this month, but 
the All England Club event was 
just his second major of the year 
after missing the Australian 
Open in January.

Djokovic was not permitted 
to play in the opening major of 
2022, where issues surround-
ing his visa ended with him be-
ing deported from Melbourne 
on public health grounds due 
to not taking the vaccine.

The 35-year-old hopes to 
compete at Flushing Meadows 
in August but has insisted he 
will not take the vaccination, 
while the United States is re-
fusing to allow unvaccinated 
foreigners to enter the country.

The USTA confirmed it 
would adhere to US rulings 
surrounding coronavirus 
protocols, despite including 
Djokovic on the entry list for 
the final slam of the year on 
Wednesday.

Seven-time major cham-
pion McEnroe has previously 
suggested Djokovic should be 
allowed to compete and reiter-
ated his calls for the 21-time 
slam winner to be exempt 
from vaccination regulations.

“I mean, we have to find a 
way to get Novak into the US 
Open,” McEnroe told Ten-
nis365.

“How can he not be there? 
He has just won Wimbledon, 
he is a great champion and he 
should be in the US Open.

“I don’t agree with his de-
cision not to get vaccinated, 
but I respect it. He is one of 
the fittest guys in the world 
and everything he puts into his 
body, he is watching carefully.

“Now we are saying that 
because of his choice, he 
can’t play at the US Open. I 
mean, come on. He has al-
ready been deported from 
Australia for the same reason 
and here we are again.” 

For Djokovic to be allowed 
into the United States, it 
would require a change of tack 
from law-makers, or he would 
have to be considered suitable 
for an exemption.

Among those who would be 

eligible for such an exemption 
are “persons whose entry would 
be in the national interest”.

“I hope someone finds a way 
to sort this out,” McEnroe said. 
“It’s crazy that Novak misses 
the US Open at this stage.” 

Djokovic has already 
missed one Grand Slam this 
year, with the 21-time major 
champion absent from the Aus-
tralian Open after a protracted 
saga surrounding his visa end-
ed with him being deported on 
public health grounds.  

The Serbian was permitted 
to play at the French Open and 
Wimbledon, winning the lat-
ter for the seventh time in his 
career, despite being unvacci-
nated against COVID-19.  

In a statement released 
alongside the entry lists, 
the USTA said: “Per the ITF 
Grand Slam rulebook, all eli-
gible players are automatically 
entered into the men’s and 
women’s singles main-draw 

fields based on ranking 42 
days prior to the first Monday 
of the event.  

“The US Open does not 
have a vaccination mandate 
in place for players, but it will 
respect the U.S. government’s 
position regarding travel into 
the country for unvaccinated 
non-U.S. citizens.”  

Should Djokovic miss the 
New York major, it will mean 
he will not get the chance to 

play in a Grand Slam until the 
2023 French Open.  

Having had his visa to 
enter Australia cancelled, 
Djokovic is banned from re-
applying for three years. Un-
less that ban is reversed or 
reduced, the 35-year-old may 
well have played his final Aus-
tralian Open.  Djokovic is one 
major title shy of Rafael Na-
dal’s record of 22 following his 
four-set win over Nick Kyrgios 

in the Wimbledon final.  He 
reached the final of last year’s 
US Open but lost to Daniil 
Medvedev in straight sets, pre-
venting him from claiming the 
calendar Grand Slam.  

A month later, the White 
House issued a presidential 
proclamation declaring that 
non-U.S. citizens must be vac-
cinated to enter the country, 
effectively ending his hopes of 
going one better in 2022.  

Serena on entry list with 
protected ranking
Serena Williams has been 
named on the entry list for the 
US Open. The 23-time Grand 
Slam champion withdrew 
from last year’s tournament at 
Flushing Meadows with a torn 
hamstring, but she has entered 
this year’s with a protected 
ranking of 16.

Williams has also been 
named among the initial entry 
list for August’s Cincinnati Mas-
ters as she returns to the US 
Open Series. Former US Open 
champions Naomi Osaka, Bian-
ca Andreescu and Emma Radu-
canu will also be present in Ohio.

Williams returned to action 
after almost a year away from 
the game in the WTA event in 
Eastbourne in June in the wom-
en’s doubles, before competing 
in the singles at Wimbledon.

Following an exciting de-
feat to Harmony Tan in the 
first round on Centre Court at 
SW19, Williams said she was 
aiming for a US Open return. 

“When you’re at home, es-
pecially in New York, and the 
US Open, that being the first 
place I’ve won a grand slam, is 
something that’s always super 
special” she said. “There’s defi-
nitely lots of motivation to get 
better and to play at home.”

The 40-year-old will 
also compete at the Cana-
dian Open next month as she 
ramps up her preparations for 
the US Open.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic during the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Club in London re-
cently. The 35-year-old hopes to compete at Flushing Meadows in August but has insisted he will not take the 
vaccination, while the United States is refusing to allow unvaccinated foreigners to enter the country. (AFP)

Jeruto and Feng victorious on good night for Asia

STEVE WILSON 
EUGENE (USA)

NORAH Jeruto cleared the 
last water jump, surged 
around the bend and acceler-
ated down the final straight.

No one could catch her. 
Timing her kick perfectly, 
Jeruto pulled away from her 
three challengers and cap-
tured gold in the women’s 
3000m steeplechase at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 on Wednes-
day night.

It was a masterclass of 
controlled running by the 
26-year-old Jeruto, who 
clocked a championship re-
cord and the third-fastest time 
in history to claim her first 
world title on day six of the 
championships at Eugene’s 
Hayward Field.

The Kenyan-born Jeruto 
also secured the first ever 
World Championships gold in 
any event for Kazakhstan, the 
country she has represented 
since the start of 2022.

Jeruto clocked 8:53.02, 
smashing the previous cham-
pionship record by more 
than four seconds. Ethiopia’s 
Werkuha Getachew took silver 
in a national record of 8:54.61 

and her compatriot Mekides 
Abebe grabbed bronze in a 
personal best 8:56.08.

It was the first steeple-
chase in history in which three 
women had finished inside 
nine minutes.

The day’s only other fi-
nal also produced a first-time 
champion, but this one was a 
surprise, as China’s Feng Bin 
uncorked the throw of her life 
to upstage the favourites and 
win the women’s discus title.

Feng’s winning effort of 

69.12m – an improvement of 
more than three metres on her 
previous best – came on her 
first throw. Two-time world 
champion Sandra Perkovic of 
Croatia took silver with a best 
throw of 68.45m and Olym-
pic champion Valarie Allman 
of the US earned bronze with 
68.30m.

On a day of swelter-
ing heat, with temperatures 
reaching 33C (92F), the Hay-
ward Field track produced 
some red-hot times – notably 

in the women’s 400m hur-
dles semifinals, where Sydney 
McLaughlin, Dalilah Muham-
mad and Femke Bol put on a 
dazzling display of speed in 
each of their heats.

But it was in the last race of 
the day that Jeruto made her 
mark in spectacular fashion 
in the women’s steeplechase, 
an event that made its World 
Championship debut in 2005. 
Jeruto, the 2011 world U18 
champion and 2016 African 
champion, came into these 
championships with the world 
No.1 ranking, an undefeated 
record in 2022, and the sec-
ond-best performance on the 
world list this year.

Norah Jeruto cleared 
the last water jump, surged 
around the bend and acceler-
ated down the final straight.

No one could catch her. 
Timing her kick perfectly, 

Jeruto pulled away from her 
three challengers and cap-
tured gold in the women’s 
3000m steeplechase at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 on Wednes-
day night (20).

It was a masterclass of con-
trolled running by the 26-year-
old Jeruto, who clocked a 
championship record and the 
third-fastest time in history to 
claim her first world title on 
day six of the championships 
at Eugene’s Hayward Field.

The Kenyan-born Jeruto 
also secured the first ever 
World Championships gold in 
any event for Kazakhstan, the 
country she has represented 
since the start of 2022.

Jeruto clocked 8:53.02, 
smashing the previous cham-
pionship record by more 
than four seconds. Ethiopia’s 
Werkuha Getachew took silver 

in a national record of 8:54.61 
and her compatriot Mekides 
Abebe grabbed bronze in a 
personal best 8:56.08.

It was the first steeple-
chase in history in which three 
women had finished inside 
nine minutes.

The day’s only other fi-
nal also produced a first-time 
champion, but this one was a 
surprise, as China’s Feng Bin 
uncorked the throw of her life 
to upstage the favourites and 
win the women’s discus title.

Feng’s winning effort of 
69.12m – an improvement of 
more than three metres on her 
previous best – came on her 
first throw. 

Two-time world champion 
Sandra Perkovic of Croatia 
took silver with a best throw 
of 68.45m and Olympic cham-
pion Valarie Allman of the US 
earned bronze with 68.30m.

On a day of swelter-
ing heat, with temperatures 
reaching 33C (92F), the Hay-
ward Field track produced 
some red-hot times – notably 
in the women’s 400m hur-
dles semifinals, where Sydney 
McLaughlin, Dalilah Muham-
mad and Femke Bol put on a 
dazzling display of speed in 
each of their heats.

But it was in the last race of 
the day that Jeruto made her 
mark in spectacular fashion 
in the women’s steeplechase, 
an event that made its World 
Championship debut in 2005. 
Jeruto, the 2011 world U18 
champion and 2016 African 
champion, came into these 
championships with the world 
No.1 ranking, an undefeated 
record in 2022, and the sec-
ond-best performance on the 
world list this year. 

 (World Athletics)

Norah Jeruto of Team Kazakhstan and Winfred Mutile Yavi of Team Bahrain compete in the women’s 3000m steeplechase final on day six of 
the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Kazakhstan’s Norah Jeruto celebrates after winning the women’s 3000m steeplechase final during the 
World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Gold Medalist Bin Feng of Team China poses following the women’s 
discus throw final at the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

 How can he not  
be there? He has just won 
Wimbledon, he is a great 
champion and he should 

be in the US Open.
I don’t agree with his 
decision not to get 

vaccinated, but I respect it.

John Enroe
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AL ARABI WIN FRIENDLY AT CAMP IN SPAIN 

Al Arabi defeated Deportivo Badajoz 2-1 in their fourth friendly match during the Spanish conditioning camp on Thursday as part of preparations for the new season, including the QNB Stars League which begins August 1. Al Arabi are also to play  
Al Rayyan in what would be the opening match at LusaiL Stadium, the FIFA World Cup 2022 final venue, on August 11. (TNN)

Mane and de Ligt on target as Bayern 
Munich score six post-Lewandowski

DPA
WASHINGTON 

SADIO Mane and Matthijs de 
Ligt were on target and the 
other newcomers also did well 
as Bayern Munich showed in 
a 6-2 victory over DC United 
on Wednesday night that they 
can also score after the depar-
ture of Robert Lewandowski.

Former Liverpool forward 
Mane converted an early pen-
alty against the Major League 
Soccer club, and de Ligt struck 
two minutes after coming on 
for the second half, the day af-
ter completing his move from 
Juventus.

“Both players have made 
a good start,” coach Julian 
Nagelsmann said in praise of 
the duo.

He added in the direction 
of Netherlands international 
de Ligt: “Matthijs scored a 
brilliant goal with his left foot. 
I saw his impressive passing 
with his left foot in training to-
day, and now this brilliant fin-
ish as well.” Mane’s first half 
attacking partner Serge Gna-
bry, Marcel Sabitzer, Joshua 
Zirkzee and Thomas Mül-
ler got the other goals for the 
10-time reigning Bundesliga 
champions in their first pre-
season game.

The half dozen goals were 
welcomed in the Munich camp 
and showed they still have 
plenty of firepower after top 

scorer Lewandowski left for 
Barcelona.

“After Lewy’s departure we 
have to spread the goals over 

several shoulders. And that 
went well,” Müller said.

Nagelsmann said: “I think 
we are dangerous enough to 

score many goals in the future 
... We tried to do a few things 
differently compared to the 
past season.” 

Müller’s goal was set up 
suberbly by midfielder Ryan 
Gravenberch who together 
with full back Noussair Maz-
raoui is also new at Bayern af-
ter their arrival from Ajax.

“Both have done really well, 
especially in training,” Nagels-
mann said, adding on Graven-
berch’s assist: “The final ball 
from Ryan was brilliant.” 

Gnabry praised the four 
newcomers as “top lads with 
top quality” and even though 
de Ligt only last half an hour 
he is expected back when Bay-
ern have a more serious test on 
Sunday in Green Bay against 
English champions Manches-
ter City.

Their first official match is 
next week Saturday’s German 
Super Cup against RB Leipzig, 
with the Bundesliga opener 
following six days later at Eu-
ropa League winners Eintra-
cht Frankfurt.

Another good showing 
Sunday could further boost 
Bayern who 12 months ago 
had failed to win any of their 
then four pre-season games.

“We won. I feel better than 
last year,” Nagelsmann said.

Matthijs de Ligt of Bayern Munich celebrates after scoring their side’s fourth goal during the pre-season 
friendly match between DC United and Bayern Munich at Audi Field in Washington, DC, on Wednesday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Sadio Mane of Bayern Munich (left) runs with the ball during the pre-
season friendly match between DC United and Bayern Munich at Audi 
Field in Washington, DC, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Lots of mileage: Mane 
on his way to African 

award in Morocco
DPA

WASHINGTON

Bayern Munich forward Sadio 
Mane has left his new team for 
a few days on a daunting dash 
from the United States to Mo-
rocco and back, for the African 
Footballer of the Year award.

Mané is a hot candidate to 
win the award a second time in 
Rabat on Thursday night after 
leading Senegal to the Africa 
Cup of Nations title in February.

The other candidates are 
Mohamed Salah from beaten 
finalists Egypt and Mane’s for-
mer team-mate at Liverpool, 
as well as Edouard Mendy of 
Senegal and Chelsea.

Mané won the award in 
2019, the last time it was be-
stowed.

“Sadio absolutely deserves 
to be named African Player of 

the Year for the second time,” 
Munich CEO Oliver Kahn said.

“He’s been one of the 
world’s top stars for a number 
of years, and is an excellent 
ambassador for his country 
and our sport not just because 
of his performances. All of us 
at FC Bayern have our fin-
gers crossed for Sadio for the 
award.” 

Mane scored in his first 
game for Munich Wednesday, 
a 6-2 pre-season win against 
DC United on Wednesday 
night.

He will have flown some 
25,000 kilometres within 
eight days: from Munich to 
Washington on Monday, now 
to Rabat and back to the US 
where Bayern play English 
champions Manchester City 
on Sunday, and then the re-
turn to Munich on Monday.

Osaka parts 
with coach 

Fissette after 
two and a 
half years

STATS PERFORM/DPA
ST PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

NAOMI Osaka has parted 
ways with coach Wim Fissette 
after two and a half years.  

Fissette announced the 
split from the four-time 
Grand Slam champion with 
a post on social media on 
Wednesday.  

Osaka won the US Open 
alongside Fissette in 2020 
and added the Australian 
Open title the following year, 
before taking two breaks 
from tennis to prioritise her 
mental health.  

“It has been a privilege to 
coach Naomi since 2019 and 
see her grow into the champi-
on she has become,” Fissette 
wrote on Instagram.  

“She has inspired a whole 
new generation to fall in love 
with the game & to speak up 
for what they believe in and 
it’s been incredible to play a 
part in that journey.  

“Thank you @naomiosa-
ka. I wish you all the best and 
(I am) looking forward to my 
next chapter.”  

Osaka has not played 
since her first-round loss to 
Amanda Anisimova at the 
French Open in May and sits 
38th in the world rankings.   

She is set to return to 
action in August, having ac-
cepted a wildcard into the 
Silicon Valley Classic in San 
Jose. 

Vingegaard closer to victory with Stage 18 win
STATS PERFORM/DPA

JONAS Vingegaard raced to 
victory on stage 18 of the Tour 
de France to extend his gen-
eral classification lead as Jum-
bo-Visma all but clinched the 
three main jerseys.

Vingegaard started the 
143.2-kilometre route be-
tween Lourdes and Hauta-
cam, the last mountain stage 
of Le Tour, with a lead of two 
minutes and 18 seconds over 
defending champion Tadej 
Pogacar.

But Jumbo-Visma star 
Vingegaard stretched that lead 
to three minutes and 26 sec-
onds on Thursday, with team-
mate Wout van Aert starring 
before allowing the Dane to 
take over in the final four kilo-
metres to triumph.

Numerous riders tried 
and failed to contest with 
the yellow jersey contenders 
throughout the climb, with 
a moment of sportsmanship 
between Pogacar and Ving-
egaard coming with 28 kilo-
metres to go.

Vingegaard almost 
crashed, but it was Pogacar 
who ended up falling in the de-
scent. The Dane then slowed in 
front to wait for the UAE Team 
Emirates rider before the pair 
shook hands and continued.

“I think he kind of missed 
the corner and then he went 
down into the gravel. The 
bike disappeared. I waited for 
him,” Vingegaard said of the 
incident after victory before 
dedicating the win to his team.

“It’s incredible. This morn-
ing, I said to my girlfriend and 
my daughter that I wanted to 
win for them and I did. This 
one is for my two girls back 
home.

“I was just happy that it 
finally ended. I am so really 
happy that I won the stage, but 
there are more days to come.

“Luckily, I have to thank all 
my team-mates. You see Wout 
van Aert dropped Pogacar in 
the end. Everyone was incred-
ible. They were all incredible.” 
Vingegaard 

Vingegaard was quick to 
quell talk of his potential yel-
low jersey victory, telling re-
porters: “I don’t want to talk 
about it. Let’s talk about it in 
two days.” But the 25-year-
old is on the verge of securing 
both the general classification 
(GC) and king of the moun-

tains titles, which would halt 
Pogacar’s search for history, 
while Van Aert comfortably 
leads the points classification.

Pogacar has been aiming 
to become the first rider since 
Richard Virenque to win the 
polka dot best climber’s jersey 
in three consecutive editions, 
and the second to win his first 
three Tour de France races 
after Eddy Merckx, who tri-
umphed in the GC on his first 
five attempts.
Stage Results
1. Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-Vis-
ma) 3:59:50 2. Tadej Pogacar 
(UAE Team Emirates) +1:04 3. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 

+2:10 4. Geraint Thomas (IN-
EOS Grenadiers) +2:54 5. David 
Gaudu (Groupama-FDJ) +2:58 
Classification Standings
General Classification: 1. Jonas 
Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 
71:53:34 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) +3:26 3. Ger-
aint Thomas (INEOS Grenadiers) 
+8:00 Points Classification 1. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 
451 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) 219 3. Jasper 
Philipsen (Alpecin-Deceuninck) 
196 King of the Mountains 
1. Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-
Visma) 72 2. Simon Geschke 
(Cofidis) 64 3. Giulio Ciccone 
(Trek-Segafredo) 6.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey celebrates as 
he cycles to the finish line to win the 18th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 143,2 
km between Lourdes and Hautacam in the Pyrenees mountains in southwestern France, on Thursday. (AFP)

Dortmund’s Adeyemi believes in 
dominant start despite no Haller

DPA
BAD RAGAZ (SWITZERLAND)

KARIM Adeyemi is upbeat 
that Borussia Dortmund can 
overcome the indefinite ab-
sence of fellow forward Se-
bastien Haller who has been 
diagnosed with a testicular 
tumour.

Adeyemi, like Haller new-
ly signed by Dortmund, said 
Thursday at their pre-season 
training camp in Switzerland 
that “we will try to continue 
playing football.

“Maybe with a different 
formation or with someone 
else in attack. In the end we 
have the quality to play with 
another striker,” Adeyemi 
said.

Haller was to take the place 
of Erling Haaland, who has 
moved on to Manchester City, 
after his arrival a few weeks 
ago from Ajax Amsterdam.

But he was on Monday di-
agnosed with the tumour after 
feeling unwell during train-
ing. He was to undergo further 
examinations but Dortmund 
have no further statements.

Germany winger Adeyemi 
said he doesn’t expect a stut-
tering start into the season 
over Haller’s absence.

Dortmund start next week 
Friday with a German Cup 
match at third-tier 1860 Mu-
nich and their first Bundesliga 

match is a week later against 
Bayer Leverkusen.

“I am looking forward 
to start into the season with 
such a great team. We want to 
start in dominant fashion and 
show the other teams how to 
defend,” said the 20-year-old 
who came to Dortmund from 
Salzburg.

“It is my role to create un-
rest with my speed.” Adeyemi 
also wants to do well in Dort-
mund in order to make the 
German squad. He made his 
national team debut last year 
but has only played five min-
utes in the recent four Nations 
League games.

“Karim must show a devel-
opment and take the next step 
at Dortmund,” Germany coach 
hansi Flick has said.

Karim Adeyemi.



New fans like football supporters, 
‘don’t know much’ about F1: Alonso

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

FERNANDO Alonso believes 
Formula One’s growing popu-
larity has led to a dwindling 
appreciation of drivers from 
past eras, claiming many new 
fans “don’t know much” about 
the sport.

Having raced in other cat-
egories at the Dakar Rally and 
the Indianapolis 500, the two-
time F1 champion made a stel-
lar return to the series in 2021, 
after relinquishing his seat 
with McLaren at the end of the 
2018 season.

The 40-year-old has 
showed no signs of slowing 
down in literal and figurative 
terms, currently sitting 10th 
in the drivers’ standings in a 
middling Alpine and match-
ing team-mate Esteban Ocon 
for pace.

Alonso believes that de-
spite his own quality as a rac-
er, he and other drivers have 
faced negative consequences 
from F1’s Netflix-fuelled influx 
of new fans.

“I think the perception 
from the outside or the feel-
ing towards me, has changed, 
from time to time,” he told The 
Race. 

“And in 2007 [the year af-
ter his second F1 title], maybe 
people had a perception of 
what I was as a driver or as a 
person.” 

He suggested that changed 

when he had a five-season 
spell at Ferrari from 2010 to 
2014.

“Now I think that the fans 
that we have now, there are 
new fans and in a way – and 

I don’t want to lack respect to 
them – but they don’t know 
much about Formula 1,” said 
Alonso.

“They just are more like 
a football kind of fan, where 

they just follow the results, 
whoever is winning does the 
best. And whoever is last is not 
Formula 1 level.

“They don’t understand 
much about car performance 

and the package that you need. 
So you are on more of a roll-
ercoaster kind of feeling, of 
perception, of what the people 
feel about you.” 

Alonso has been unfortu-

nate not to pick up a bigger 
haul of points in recent out-
ings, with a double stop in 
Austria arguably costing him a 
second straight top-five finish.

He did, however, concede 
his front-row position in the 
wet in Canada was significant 
in the context of his return and 
changing minds.

“It meant a lot because 
when you decide to come back, 
you need to put away a few 
things in life - family, friends 
again - and have full dedica-
tion for the job you do, travel-
ling, the physical aspect, the 
mental aspect, everything and 
the pressure that you feel in 
your shoulders,” he said.

“Because you are Fernando 
Alonso, and everyone will look 
at you if you are doing well.”

ICC
BELFAST

A maiden T20I fifty from Dane 
Cleaver, a terrific spell from 
Ish Sodhi and a hat-trick to-
wards the end from Michael 
Bracewell saw New Zealand 
beat Ireland by 88 runs in 
the second T20I in Belfast on 
Wednesday.

While Finn Allen was quick 
to get off the blocks, smashing 
the fourth ball of the innings 
for a six, and adding five more 
boundaries in the first four 
overs, Martin Guptill didn’t 
manage a single boundary in 
his 17-ball stay that lasted till 
the ninth over. 

At the end of the power-

play, New Zealand had 51 on 
board, largely due to Allen’s 
enterprising 20-ball 35, but 
the opener fell to Josh Little to 
give Ireland an opening.

In the absence of Kane 
Williamson, his cousin Dane 
Cleaver played a very similar 
role, settling in by making 23 
off his first 22 balls before go-
ing berserk. 

Cleaver found support 
from Glenn Phillips and Daryl 
Mitchell, but did the bulk of 
the hitting himself in the sec-
ond half. 

105 runs came off the last 
10 overs of the innings as 
Cleaver went on to make 55 off 
his last 33 balls. 

New Zealand set Ireland 

a target of 180, a total above 
which Ireland had success-
fully chased down only twice 
in their T20I history.

Paul Stirling began the 
run-chase with a third-ball 
six, but things went downhill 
for Ireland soon after. Lockie 
Ferguson, fresh off a brilliant 
performance in the last game, 
sent back Stirling while Ja-
cob Duffy removed Andrew 
Balbirnie and Gareth Delany. 
Harry Tector was run out in 
between the twin strikes to 
leave Ireland tottering at 41/4. 

This soon turned into 
54/7 as Ish Sodhi picked up 
three wickets in his first two 
overs. A late cameo from Mark 
Adair got Ireland closer to the 

three-figure mark, but Michael 
Bracewell had other plans.

Bracewell can do no wrong 
on this tour. The off-spinner 
came into the attack in the 
14th over and sent back Mark 
Adair, Barry McCarthy and 
Craig Young off successive de-
liveries to register a hat-trick. 
Bracewell became the third 
New Zealand men’s player to 
register a T20I hat-trick after 
Jacob Oram and Tim Southee. 

Ireland were bowled out 
for 91 as New Zealand com-
pleted an 88-run win.
Scores: New Zealand 179 for 4 
(Cleaver 78*, Little 2-31, Young 
2-34) beat Ireland 91 (Adair 27, 
Bracewell 3-5, Sodhi 3-21) by 
88 runs.

Hat-trick for Bracewell as Kiwis register big win over Ireland

Sri Lanka’s Theekshana and Pak’s 
Afridi ruled out of second Test

ICC
GALLE

SRI Lanka have been dealt 
with a blow ahead of the sec-
ond Test against Pakistan in 
Galle, with Maheesh Theek-
shana being ruled out.

The spinner has been re-
leased from the squad owing 
to a finger injury on his right 
hand. Theekshana returned 
with figures of 2/68 and 0/44 
in the first Test against Paki-
stan in Galle. Sri Lanka ended 
up losing the contest, with 
Pakistan mounting an incred-
ible chase, to win the contest 
by four wickets. The visitors 
chased down a target of 342. 

Theekshana has so far 
played two Test matches for 
Sri Lanka, scalping five wick-
ets. He will be replaced in the 

squad by 22-year old off-break 
bowler Lakshitha Manasinghe.

Manasinghe is yet to make 
his debut for Sri Lanka, but has 
an impressive record in first-
class cricket. He has picked up 
73 wickets in 17 matches. He is 
also a handy contributor with 
the bat, scoring 582 runs in 
those games.

The series will of vital 
importance for Sri Lanka, in 
terms of crucial World Test 
Championship points who 
have slipped to the sixth po-
sition. Pakistan, on the other 
hand, moved up to the No.3.

Meanwhile, Pakistan pacer 
Shaheen Afridi has also been 
ruled out of the second Test 
against Sri Lanka due to a 
knee injury. Afridi suffered an 
injury to his knee during day 
four of the first Test. 

Alpine’s Spanish driver Fernando Alonso (R) greets Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez during a press conference on the eve of the 
start of the Formula One French Grand Prix 2022, on the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Thursday. (AFP)

I think that the fans that we 
have now, there are new 
fans and in a way – and I 
don’t want to lack respect 
to them – but they don’t 
know much about Formula 
1. They just are more like a 
football kind of fan, where 
they just follow the results, 
whoever is winning does the 
best. And whoever is last is 
not Formula 1 level.
Fernando Alonso

Vettel in Aston 
Martin contract 

talks, not  
pondering F1 

retirement
DPA

BERLIN 

FORMER world champion Se-
bastian Vettel is not consider-
ing ending his Formula One 
career after the season and has 
started talks with his Aston 
Martin team about a contract 
renewal.

“I am talking with the team 
and there is a clear intention 
to continue,” the 35-year-old 
said on Thursday ahead of the 
French Grand Prix weekend in 
Le Castellet.

“I said that talks would 
start at a certain stage,” which 
has now happened.

However, Vettel said he 
was yet to decide whether to 
continue at Aston Martin or 
move elsewhere, and at the 
same time dismissed sugges-
tions of a McLaren link.

“I know a few people there 
but it is only rumours,” he said.

Vettel won four straight 
world titles 2010-2013 with 
Red Bull while his last race 
win dates back to 2019 in his 
penultimate season at Ferrari.

He joined Aston Martin 
last year on a two-year con-
tract which expires after the 
current season, and the team 
is interested in a renewal.

Vettel is in another difficult 
season, missing the first two 
races with a coronavirus infec-
tion and his best result sixth 
in Azerbaijan as he is ranked 
a modest 14th with only three 
finishes in the points from 11 
races contested so far.

“We have an update which 
is so far not really working. 
We hope to have a few more 
answers this weekend,” said 
Vettel, adding the team’s aim 
is “to become more competi-
tive in midfield” of F1.

Aston Martin’s German driver 
Sebastian Vettel. 

Mick  
Schumacher 
eyes more  
F1 points

DPA
BERLIN 

MICK Schumacher wants 
more Formula One points at 
the French Grand Prix on Sun-
day which he is ready to con-
test despite a stomach bug that 
prevented him from attending 
a state prize ceremony for his 
father Michael Schumacher on 
Wednesday.

“Hopefully we can garner 
a few more points,” the Haas 
driver said on Thursday in ref-
erence to the Le Castellet race.

Schumacher, 23, claimed 
his first career points in eighth 
three weeks ago in Britain and 
then even came sixth a week 
later in Austria.

“I am happy for Mick. He 
had an unfortunate start. Now 
he has the results he deserves,” 
fellow German Sebastian Vet-
tel of Aston Martin said of 
Schumacher.

Making the top 10 the 
third straight GP is the clear 
aim now, and Schumacher 
said he is feeling better than 
Wednesday when the bug 
made him unable to attend the 
State Prize of North Rhine-
Westpahlia ceremony in Co-
logne where his father was 
honoured in his German home 
state for his racing career and 
social engagement.

His mother Corinna and 
sister Gina received the or-
der for the seven-time world 
champion Michael Schumach-
er who has not appeared in 
public since suffering severe 
head injuries in a skiing acci-
dent in December 2013.

“It was nice to see it. I am 
very proud of my father,” Mick 
Schumacher said.

Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi looks on during the third day of play of the 
first cricket Test against Sri Lanka at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Ailing Windies seek revival in 
form against new-look India

ICC
PORT OF SPAIN

Still reeling from the 3-0 loss 
against Bangladesh at home, 
West Indies do not have too 
much time to ponder as they 
welcome India for a three-
match ODI series at the 
Queen’s Park Oval.

The change in captain-
cy has not brought about a 
change in fortunes for West 
Indies, with the newly-ap-
pointed skipper Nicholas 
Pooran struggling for form 
both as a batter and captain. 
Since taking over the reins 
from Keiron Pollard in May, 
the wicketkeeper-batter has 
only three wins to show from 
nine ODIs, all of which came 
against the Netherlands. 

In the most recent series, 
West Indies were at the re-
ceiving end of a whitewash at 
home at the hands of Bangla-
desh. While West Indies will 
look for an all-round improve-
ment, it is their batting that 
will need to remediate – in the 
three games against the Ti-
gers, they failed to surpass the 
180-run mark.

With the series not fall-
ing under the banner of the 
ICC Cricket World Cup Super 
League, West Indies have an 
opportunity to play without 
the pressure of the standings, 

which could bring the best out 
of the young team.

India, on the other hand, 
have been in incredible form 
– beating reigning World 
Champions England 2-1 in the 
recently concluded ODI se-
ries. Though they have opted 
to rest several key players, in-
cluding captain Rohit Sharma, 
many of the squad that played 
against England have travelled 
to the Caribbean Islands for 
the ODI series.

In Rohit’s absence, Shi-

khar Dhawan is set to lead 
the young Indian side eager 
to make an impression in the 
run-up to the T20 World Cup 
and in the long-term, the 50-
over World Cup next year. 

Squads: 
West Indies: Nicholas Pooran 
(captain), Shamarh Brooks, 
Brandon King, Rovman Powell, 
Keacy Carty, Kyle Mayers, Jason 
Holder, Gudakesh Motie, Keemo 
Paul, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein, 
Alzarri Joseph, Jayden Seales.
India: Shikhar Dhawan (captain), 

Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, 
Deepak Hooda, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan, 
Sanju Samson, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Shardul Thakur, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, 
Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed 
Siraj, Arshdeep Singh.
Schedule:
All games will be played at 
Queen’s Park Oval in Port of 
Spain and will begin at 9:30am 
local time (4.30pm DST)
First ODI: 22 July; Second ODI: 
24 July; Third ODI: 27 July.

West Indies players during a traning session at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain, Trinindad and 
Tobago, on Thursday.

A hat-trick towards the end from Michael Bracewell saw New Zealand 
beat Ireland by 88 runs in the second T20I in Belfast on Wednesday.
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