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Jeruto and Feng victorious on good 
night for Asia

Minister, WHO official review health 
partnership for Qatar 2022 World Cup

QNA
GENEVA

MINISTER of Public Health HE Dr 
Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari met 
with Executive Director of the 
Health Emergencies Program at 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Dr Michael Ryan at the 
organization’s headquarters in 
Geneva.

The meeting dealt with dis-

cussing areas of cooperation be-
tween Qatar and the World Health 
Organization in a number of health 
fields, especially the Health Emer-
gencies Program, and the health 
partnership for FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022: “Creating Legacy for 
Sport and Health”, which aims to 
ensure organising a healthy and 
safe World Cup in Qatar , and rep-
resents an exceptional model for 
hosting major sporting events that 

are healthy and safe in the future.
They also reviewed health 

control forms during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and the policy of 
protection against communicable 
diseases, especially COVID-19 and 
monkeypox.

Permanent Representative of 
Qatar to the European headquarters 
of the United Nations HE Dr Hind 
bint Abdul Rahman Al Muftah the 
attended the meeting.

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

KEEPING pace with gains in developed 
stock markets in the US and Europe, 
the Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) main 
index gained a whopping 841.37 points, 
or 7.1 percent, during the week to close 
at 12,709.12 points. This was the highest 
weekly gain for the QSE index in the last 
three years.

The week saw QSE’s market capi-
talisation increase by 6.9 percent 
to QR705.3 billion compared with 
QR660.1 billion at the end of the previ-
ous trading week.

Foreign institutions remained bull-
ish, ending the week with net buying of 
QR117.8 million against net buying of 
QR54.9 million in the previous week. 
Qatari institutions turned bullish with 
net buying of QR5 million against net 
selling of QR104.8 million in the week 
before.

As of today’s closing, foreign institu-
tions were net buyers of Qatari stocks 
worth $3.56 billion since the start of this 
financial year.

In a statement to QNA, Waleed Al 
Fuqaha, a Doha-based financial analyst, 
said that the index kept pace with its 
counterparts in the developed markets, 
particularly in the US and Europe. He 
added that this week’s gains were the 
highest for the index in three years.

Fuqaha said that the index benefited 
in particular from the performance of 
Qatar National Bank (QNB) and Qatar 
Islamic Bank (QIB), given the fact that 
they represent 55 percent of the index. 

He stressed that the positive perfor-
mance of a number of local companies 
encouraged retail investors and institu-
tional investors to add to their positions, 
pushing prices higher.

Foreign retail investors, however, 
ended the week with net selling of 
QR20.7 million against a net buying of 

QR13.4 million in the previous week. 
Qatari retail investors also turned bear-
ish with a net selling of QR102.1 million 
against a net buying of QR36.5 million 
the week before. The traded value dur-
ing the week jumped 141.7 percent to 
QR2,271.6 million from QR939.7 mil-
lion in the previous trading week. QNB 
was the top value traded stock during 
the week with a total traded value of 
QR371.6 million. PAGE 6

QSE sees  
record gain  
in 3 years

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of con-
gratulations to HM King 
Philippe of the Kingdom of 
Belgium on the occasion of 
his country’s National Day.

Amir greets  
Belgium King

QSE main index gains whopping 841.37 points

QSE’s market capitalisation 
increased by 6.9 percent to 
QR705.3 billion as compared 
with QR660.1 billion at the end 
of the previous trading week

QFFD provides aid to Lebanon’s health sector
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Fund for Develop-
ment (QFFD) provided finan-
cial support to the Lebanese 
Ministry of Public Health by 
covering the fuel expenses for 
several hospitals and health 
facility in the Republic of Leb-
anon.

The first two batches of 
aid arrived covering about 
991,000 litres of fuels were 
distributed to more than 40 
government hospitals and 
centres for elderly care, and 
health facilities.

Director-General of the 
Qatar Fund for Development 
Khalifa Al Kuwari said, “This 
aid aims to alleviate the bur-
den on the Lebanese people, 

especially during these ago-
nizing circumstances and the 
tough economic conditions 
that the country is experi-
encing. As this aid will play a 
pivotal role in supporting the 
health sector in the Republic 
of Lebanon.” 

For his part, Lebanese 
Minister of Public Health Firas 
Al Abyad said, “All thanks and 
appreciation to Qatar Fund for 
Development initiative, which 
came at its time as a message 
of support for the government 
hospital sector to remain resil-
ient in light of this suffocating 
and unprecedented economic 
crisis that Lebanon is going 
through. Our goal at this stage 
is to provide sustainability in 
health and hospital services, 
after government hospitals 

have become a haven for citi-
zens unable to keep up with 
the rise in their hospital bills. 
There is no doubt that supply-

ing government hospitals and 
the Karantina drug store with 
the necessary fuel for power 
generation is vital and neces-

sary to achieve this goal. It is 
not the first time that the State 
of Qatar has made us aware 
that Lebanon is not alone in 
a time of crisis, and this is a 
characteristic of brothers who 
do not hesitate to support each 
other in all circumstances.” 

It is worth noting that 
QFFD provided many assis-
tance, especially medical as-
sistance to the Lebanese peo-
ple, where His Highness the 
Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
pledged during the Paris In-
ternational Conference, which 
was held in the French capi-
tal, Paris on Aug. 9, 2020 an 
amount of $50 million to help 
and support Beirut and the 
Lebanese people. This was af-
ter the Beirut port explosion.

Deal on Ukraine grain  
exports to be inked today

AGENCIES
ISTANBUL

RUSSIA, Ukraine, Turkey and UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
will sign a deal on Friday to resume 
Ukraine’s Black Sea grain exports, 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan’s 
office said on Thursday.

Russia and Ukraine are both major 
global wheat suppliers, but Moscow’s 
Feb. 24 invasion of its neighbour has sent 
food prices soaring and stoked an inter-
national food crisis. The war has stalled 
Kyiv’s exports, leaving dozens of ships 
stranded and some 20 million tonnes of 
grain stuck in silos at Odesa port.

Ankara said a general agreement 
was reached on a UN-led plan during 
talks in Istanbul last week and that 
it would now be put in writing by the 
parties. Details of the agreement were 
not immediately known. It is due to be 
signed on Friday at the Dolmabahce 
Palace offices at 1330 GMT, Erdogan’s 
office said.

Before last week’s talks, diplo-

mats said details of the plan included 
Ukrainian vessels guiding grain ships 
in and out through mined port waters; 
Russia agreeing to a truce while ship-
ments move; and Turkey - supported 
by the United Nations - inspecting 
ships to allay Russian fears of weapons 
smuggling.

The United Nations and Turkey 
have been working for two months to 
broker what Guterres called a “pack-
age” deal - to resume Ukraine’s Black 
Sea grain exports and facilitate Rus-
sian grain and fertilizer shipments.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
FARNBOROUGH

QATAR Airways and Boeing 
on Thursday finalised an or-
der for 25 737 MAX airplanes, 
providing the flag carrier’s 
short- and medium-haul fleet 
with improved economics, fuel 
efficiency and sustainable op-
erations. 

Company leaders an-
nounced the order for the 
737-10, Boeing’s largest and 
most efficient single-aisle jet, 
in a signing ceremony at the 
Farnborough International 
Airshow.

“We are honored that Qa-
tar Airways has decided to 
add Boeing’s single-aisle fam-
ily to its fleet, deepening our 
relationship with this world-
class airline,” said Stan Deal, 
Boeing Commercial Airplanes 
president and CEO. “The 737-
10 is ideally suited for Qatar 
Airways’ regional network and 
will provide the carrier with 
the most capable, most fuel-
efficient airplane in its class.”

Seating up to 230 pas-
sengers with a range of 3,300 
nautical miles, the 737-10 is 
the largest airplane in the 737 
MAX family, offering greater 
fuel efficiency and the best 

per-seat economics of any sin-
gle-aisle airplane in the indus-
try. The jet can cover 99% of 
the world’s single-aisle routes.

In January, Boeing and 
Qatar Airways announced a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing for 737 MAX airplanes at a 
ceremony in Washington, DC. 
In addition, the airline became 
the global launch customer for 
the new 777-8 Freighter, with 
an order for up to 50 freighters.

Qatar Airways operates 
more than 120 Boeing air-
planes including 777 and 787 
passenger jets along with 747 
and 777 freighters.

 A multi-award winning 
airline, Qatar Airways was 
announced as the ‘Airline of 
the Year’ at the 2021 Skyt-
rax World Airline Awards. 
It was also named ‘World’s 
Best Business Class’, ‘World’s 
Best Business Class Air-
line Lounge’, ‘World’s Best 
Business Class Airline Seat’, 
‘World’s Best Business Class 
Onboard Catering’ and ‘Best 
Airline in the Middle East’. 
The airline continues to stand 
alone at the top of the industry 
having won the main prize for 
an unprecedented sixth time 
(2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019 
and 2021).

QA finalises order 
for 25 Boeing 737 

MAX airplanes
Biden tests positive for COVID-19
US President Joe Biden has been di-
agnosed with COVID-19, and is experi-
encing “very mild symptoms,” a White 
House statement said on Thursday.

“He is fully vaccinated and twice 
boosted and experiencing very mild 
symptoms. He has begun taking Pax-
lovid,” the statement said. 

In line with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) guide-

lines, Biden will isolate at the White 
House and will continue to carry out all 
of his duties fully during that time, the 
statement said. 

“He has been in contact with 
members of the White House staff by 
phone this morning, and will partici-
pate in his planned meetings at the 
White House this morning via phone 
and Zoom from the residence.” PAGE 3

Wickremesinghe 
sworn in as Lankan 
president (PG 3 )
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Deputy Amir sends greetings 
to King of Belgium

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable of congratula-
tions to HM King Philippe of the Kingdom Bel-
gium, on the occasion of his country’s National 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Belgian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations to Prime Min-
ister of the Kingdom Belgium HE Alexander De 
Croo, on the occasion of his country’s National 
Day. (QNA)

Quick read

Doha Municipality conducts awareness training for food outlets workers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Municipality has im-
plemented awareness cam-
paigns for workers in food 
establishments within its 

administrative borders to 
provide instructions and in-
troduce health requirements 
that must be met according to 
standard specifications.

The municipality also 
trained the food establish-

ments workers on methods of 
displaying, preserving, pre-
paring and distributing food-
stuffs.

An introductory expla-
nation was given to work-
ers about food poisoning, its 

symptoms, causes and how to 
reduce it, clarification of the 
risks to food, how contami-
nants are transmitted to food 
and factors that help bacteria 
grow. The workers were also 
provided with brochures on 

the foundations of food health 
and safety, and documentary 
films that include common 
mistakes and how to avoid 
their occurrence with the aim 
of raising awareness of food 
safety and providing safe and 

healthy food. 
These campaigns come 

within the framework of the 
directions and keenness of 
Mansour Ajran Al Buainain, 
director of Doha Municipal-
ity, towards the necessity of 

activating the awareness role 
in addition to the supervisory 
role played by the municipal-
ity represented by the Health 
Control Department in the 
Municipal Control Depart-
ment.

UDST offers NEBOSH training to 
Ministry of Labour’s inspectors

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Continuing and Profes-
sional Education Directorate 
(CPED) of University of Doha 
for Science and Technology 
(UDST) organised training 
on Occupational Safety and 
Health (OSH) for senior labour 
inspectors of the Ministry of 
Labour (MoL). 

UDST is a Golden Partner 
of NEBOSH in Qatar, quali-
fied to train OSH profession-
als from the public and private 
sectors in NEBOSH and simi-
lar courses in the near future. 
This training course is part of 
the efforts of MoL and the In-
ternational Labour Organiza-

tion (ILO) to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the labour inspection 
in Qatar and equip the labour 
inspectors with international 
certifications.

A total of 18 inspectors 
were trained for three weeks by 
the standards of NEBOSH In-
ternational General Certificate 
IG1 & IG2 on OSH and were 
awarded their international 
certification after they success-
fully completed a six-hour test. 

Dr Saheim Khalaf Al Tem-
imi, director of the Continuing 
and Professional Education 
Directorate, who presented the 
certificates to the participants, 
expressed the honour for the 
Directorate to have a chance to 
train the ministry’s inspectors 

at UDST and prepare them to 
qualify for the prestigious and 
globally recognised NEBOSH 
Certificate. 

Dr Temimi pledged the di-
rectorate’s full support to the 
ministry in the future. 

Hussain Ali Al Hababi, 
head of the Inspection Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Labour, 
hailed the support of UDST 
in offering this training to the 
ministry personnel. He said 
the ministry looked forward 

to collaborating with UDST to 
upskill its workforce in various 
fields in the future.

Max Tunon, director of the 
ILO Project Office for Qatar, 
congratulated the participants 
and stressed the value of con-
tinuous learning for all labour 
inspectors in Qatar, and espe-
cially this group of senior la-
bour inspectors. 

He expressed his belief that 
this certification will strength-
en their position as leaders, 

and his pleasure of seeing fe-
male labour inspectors among 
this leadership group. 

All of the courses at CPED 
are developed explicitly for 
both online and classroom de-
livery. The directorate offers 
a variety of part-time courses 
designed to help profession-
als stay at the leading edge of 
their industry. The courses are 
designed and customised based 
on industry demand and mar-
ket feedback.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met on Thursday with 
Ambassador of the Republic of Mozambique to the State of Qatar HE Isac Mamudo Mas-
samby. The meeting reviewed bilateral cooperation between the two countries. (QNA)

MURAIKHI MEETS MOZAMBIQUE ENVOY

QATAR ATTENDS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL’S EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERIAL 
MEETING The State of Qatar took part in the Extraordinary Ministerial-Level Session of the 
Economic and Social Council, which took place Thursday at the Arab League Secretariat 
General in Cairo. The Qatar delegation was led by HE Salem Mubarak Al Shafi, Permanent 
Representative of the State of Qatar to the Arab League. The meeting is part of the prepa-
rations for the draft agenda of the upcoming Arab summit in its regular session at the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, with regard to economic and social issues. (QNA)

Senior Ministry of Labour inspectors with their certificates after completing their Occupational Safety and 
Health (OSH) training and a six-hour test at the University of Doha for Science and Technology.

Qatar Cinema plans to open new cinemas in Katara on August 4
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Film & Film Distri-
bution Company announced 
plans to open Katara Cine-

ma, a new VIP cinema in Ka-
tara Cultural District, on Au-
gust 4 this year. The cinema 
will have four VIP screens.

According to the com-
pany, the project will be 

a valuable addition to the 
movie theatres it operates. 
It outfitted Katara Cinema 
with cutting-edge technol-
ogy and other high-tech 
equipment in order to keep 

up with the latest develop-
ments in the world of film 
entertainment and to serve 
as an outlet and a special 
entertainment destination 
for all citizens, residents, 

and visitors in Qatar.
In this regard, the com-

pany announced the closure 
of one of its cinema branches 
in the Landmark Mall for op-
erational reasons.

Host of events for Qatari 
national football team 
scheduled at Msheireb 
Company House during 
FIFA World Cup 2022

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Football Association 
(QFA) and Msheireb Proper-
ties announced on Wednes-
day their collaboration to hold 
various events for the Qatari 
National Football team in 
Company House in Msheir-
eb. The events are to be held 
under the auspices of Qatar 
Shell during the Qatari team’s 
participation in FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 tournament, 
which is scheduled to begin in 
November.

Furthermore, the found-
ers of Company House are 
from Dukhan, the city that 
witnessed the first launch of 
football athletics in the state 
of Qatar, which clearly high-
lights the symbolic events 
that honor the Qatari football 
team and its athletic history 
and accomplishments, as well 
as highlighting the cultural 
village as a vital tourism des-
tination in the heart of Doha, 
and centerpiece of introduc-
ing Qatari culture and history 
to the entire spectators.

Director of Marketing 
and Communications at QFA 
Khaled Mubarak Al Kuwari 
expressed his delight with 
this initial collaboration 
with Msheireb Properties to 
hold various events for Qa-
tari spectators in Company 
House under the auspices of 

Qatar Shell, the association’s 
first and leading sponsor, 
and the Qatari team, which is 
an incredible opportunity for 
Qatari spectators, residents, 
and visitors to enjoy these 
events that will be held in 
November.

Khaled added that 
Msheireb events are an in-
tegral part of the company’s 
marketing and advertise-
ment plan in honor of the 
Qatari team’s participation 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 tournament as a culmi-
nation of what the company 
has previously accomplished.

Msheireb Properties’ 
Director of Marketing and 
Communication Hafiz Ali 
stated that the Qatari team’s 
spectators have a date with 
premium events in collabo-
ration with QFA and Qatar 
Shell, and that there have 
been numerous negotiations 
and fruitful meetings with 
the goal of reaching a con-
sensus formula between the 
two parties, indicating that 
he is very happy with this 
first cooperation. He wishes 
that this collaboration with 
QFA would continue in rec-
ognition of the significant 
efforts made in terms of pro-
motional, marketing, and ad-
vertising aspects in all tour-
naments in which the Qatari 
team participates, whether at 
home or abroad. 



dpa 
WAAshington 

US President Joe Biden has 
tested positive for the coro-
navirus, the White House an-
nounced Thursday.

Biden is “experiencing 
very mild symptoms” of COV-
ID-19, White House Press Sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre said 
Thursday.

“He has begun taking Pax-
lovid,” Jean-Pierre said. “Con-
sistent with [U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control] guidelines, 
he will isolate at the White 
House and will continue to 
carry out all of his duties fully 
during that time.” As the oldest 
president, at 79, ever to hold 
the office, Biden’s diagnosis 
is cause for concern, although 
his vaccination regimen may 
help him avoid serious com-
plications from the virus.

He received a fourth vac-
cine dose on March 30 and 
was found to be in good health 
during his annual physical last 
November.

According to a letter from 
the president’s doctor released 
by the White House, Biden 
tested positive first on an an-
tigen test and had his diagno-
sis confirmed by a subsequent 
PCR test. 

His symptoms were a run-
ny nose, fatigue and “an occa-
sional dry cough that started 
[Wednesday] evening.” 

“The president is fully vac-
cinated and twice-boosted, so 
I anticipate he will respond 
favorably, as most maximally 
protected patients do,” Dr. 
Kevin C. O’Connor, the White 
House physician, wrote.

The president’s positive 
test comes amid a rise in cases 
nationally due to the highly 
contagious BA.5 variant and 
after a wave of high-profile 

COVID-19 diagnoses in Wash-
ington, as Cabinet members, 
senior aides and lawmakers 
have all contracted the virus. 
Aware of the public’s fatigue 
with mask mandates and 
other public health directives, 
Biden has sought to convince 
the nation that the resumption 
of normal - and unmasked - 
gatherings is fine as long as 
people have been vaccinated, 
while urging Congress to ap-
prove additional funding to 
ensure that vaccines and test 
kits remain available.

Biden’s diagnosis comes 
just days after he returned 
from a five-day trip to Israel 
and Saudi Arabia and less 

than 24 hours after he flew 
with a number of lawmakers 
and aides to Somerset, Mass., 
for a speech Wednesday on 
the need to combat climate 
change. 

On returning to Washing-
ton, the president took ques-
tions from reporters traveling 
with him and was asked about 
the rising numbers of COV-
ID-19 infections and what the 
country should be doing.

“Getting vaccinated,” he 
replied. When a reporter, 
standing just a foot away from 
Biden, asked what he’d say to 
those who continue to refuse 
to get vaccinated, he said. 
“They’ve got a problem ... It’s 

not in their interest or the 
public’s interest not to get vac-
cinated.

We have the capacity to 
control it. They should get vac-
cinated now.” First Lady Jill 
Biden, despite being in close 
contact with the president, 
tested negative Thursday 
morning and kept her sched-
ule, traveling to Detroit. She 
told reporters with her there 
that she’d spoken to the presi-
dent. “He’s doing fine. He’s 
doing good,” she said.

Biden’s positive test is 
also a reminder of how diffi-
cult it can be to eliminate the 
potential for infection, even 
for someone as protected as 

the president. Everyone who 
travels or meets with Biden 
must be tested beforehand, ac-
cording to the White House, 
and masks are required in the 
building.

Former President Donald 
Trump, whose White House 
was much more lax about cor-
onavirus mitigation practices 
such as mask wearing, also 
contracted the virus while he 
was in office.

Trump became severely ill. 
He was given oxygen and an 
experimental antibody treat-
ment, and he was hospitalized 
at Walter Reed National Mili-
tary Medical Center for three 
days.

US President Biden has COVID-19, 
experiencing ‘very mild symptoms’

File photo of US President Joe Biden. (AFP)

dpa 
genevA 

CONCERNS about a further 
increase in monkeypox cases 
prompted the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) to convene 
its emergency committee on 
Thursday, the second time it 
has done so in four weeks.

The committee deliberated 
whether the situation poses a 
major threat to public health 
and whether an “emergency of 
international concern” should 
be declared. Declaring an 
emergency is the WHO’s high-
est alert level for health threats, 

but it has no immediate con-
sequences. It is meant to alert 
governments to take action to 
protect their populations.

The WHO usually does not 
release information about the 
results of such deliberations on 
the same day.

WHO chief Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said at the 
start of the meeting that he re-
mained concerned about the 
increase in cases and countries 
reporting cases. However, he 
added that there was a down-
ward trend in some countries.

The fact that mostly men 
who have sexual contact with 

multiple other men are affected 
is problematic in the contain-
ment efforts due to “life-threat-
ening discrimination,” he said.

“In some countries, the 
communities affected face life-
threatening discrimination. 
There is a very real concern that 
men who have sex with men 
could be stigmatized or blamed 

for the outbreak, making the 
outbreak much harder to track, 
and to stop,” Tedros said.

As of July 20, the US Cent-
ers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) reported more 
than 15,000 monkeypox cases 
this year, the vast majority in 
more than 60 countries where 
monkeypox was previously un-
known.

The treatable disease, which 
is spread through close physical 
contact, features a rash that can 
look like pimples or blisters. 
The lesions usually first appear 
on the face before forming on 
other parts of the body.

WHO again considers declaring Monkeypox a global emergency

World

People wait in line to recieve the Monkeypox vaccine before the  
opening of a new mass vaccination site at the Bushwick Education 
Campus in Brooklyn recently. (AFP)

Italian president weighing next steps after PM resigns
dpa 
Rome 

AGAINST the background of 
a severe drought, tight energy 
supplies and soaring inflation, 
Italian President Sergio Mat-
tarella accepted the resignation 
of Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
after a week-long attempt to 
unite his unravelling coalition 
failed.

The president’s office said 
on Thursday that Draghi’s gov-
ernment would remain in place 
for the time being to handle 
current business.

Before meeting Mattarella, 
Draghi told lawmakers that he 
saw no possibility of continu-
ing to govern after failing to re-
ceive broad backing in a Senate 
confidence vote on Wednesday 
night. The first crushing blow to 
Draghi’s coalition came when 
one of his coalition members, 
the left-wing populist Five Star 
Movement (M5S), refused to 
back the government in a key 
vote last week.

Draghi, who does not be-
long to a political party, had 
offered to resign then, but Mat-
tarella had rejected the resig-
nation in the hope that Draghi 
could revive his coalition.

On Wednesday, however, 

Draghi fell well short of the 
broad support he wanted in a 
confidence vote in the Senate.

Although the 74-year-old 
won the vote with 95 votes in 
favour to 39 against, three of 
his coalition partners - the far-
right populist League party, 
conservative Forza Italia, and 
the left-wing populist Five Star 

Movement (M5S) - did not take 
part in the vote.

The former president of the 
European Central Bank (ECB), 
who is credited with saving the 
euro in 2012, has led a broad 
coalition in the eurozone’s 
third-largest economy since 
February 2021.

Parties that do not usually 

cooperate had joined forces in 
order to guide the country 
through the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Draghi himself is a respect-
ed figure in Italian politics, and 
his address to parliament on 
Thursday was preceded by long 
applause, with many parlia-
mentarians giving him a stand-

ing ovation.
In response to the resigna-

tion, Renato Brunetta, the min-
ister for public administration, 
announced he has left his Forza 
Italia party.

“It is not me who is leav-
ing, but Forza Italia, or rather 
what remains of it, that has left 
itself,” Brunetta wrote on Face-
book.

He accused his party of 
succumbing to populism and 
putting party interests above 
those of the country. Forza Ita-
lia - which means Forward, or 
Let’s Go, Italy - is the party of 
former Italian prime minister 
Silvio Berlusconi.

With Italy’s political future 

now in turmoil, Mattarella has 
summoned the two leaders of 
parliament to his residence.

Senate President Maria 
Elisabetta Casellati and Cham-
ber of Deputies President Rob-
erto Fico are expected at the 
Quirinal Palace in Rome on 
Thursday afternoon, a state-
ment from Mattarella’s office 
said.

Casellati is scheduled to ap-
pear at 4:30 pm (1430 GMT) 
and Fico half an hour later, ac-
cording to local media.

In the midst of a drought 
crisis, fears about energy sup-
plies, the burden of inflation 
and uncertainty caused by the 
Ukraine war, Mattarella must 
decide for the good of Italy how 
to proceed.

Analysts say Mattarella, 
who now has a critical role in 
deciding Italy’s political fu-
ture after Draghi’s resignation, 
could dissolve the two cham-
bers of parliament and call an 
early election.

An election date could fall 
in September or early October. 
Until then, it remains to be seen 
whether Italy will remain politi-
cally paralysed or will be able to 
implement pending reforms 
that it needs for the payment of 
important EU aid funds.

New Lankan 
president 
sworn in after 
weeks of crisis

dpa 
Colombo

SRI Lanka’s new president Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe was sworn 
in on Thursday following mass 
protests that saw his predeces-
sor flee the country.

The swearing-in of Wick-
remesinghe, 73, came a day 
after he was elected to the post 
in a secret vote held by lawmak-
ers. He was backed by the rul-
ing Sri Lanka’s People’s Party.

Heavy security was de-
ployed around the parliamen-
tary complex during the cer-
emony in front of Chief Justice 
Jayantha Jayasuriya, but there 
were no attempts to protest in 
the area.

Wickremesinghe is one of 
the nation’s most experienced 
politicians, coming from a fam-
ily of lawmakers and having 
served as prime minister a total 
of six times. He is due to name 
a new prime minister.

Wickremesinghe has vowed 
to take action against protesters 
who turn violent, but said he 
would not interfere with peace-
ful demonstrations.

Former president Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa was forced to step 
down after tens of thousands 
of people took to the streets 
in protest. Rajapaksa fled the 
country on July 13 and later of-
ficially resigned. Sri Lanka, an 
island state of some 22 million, 
is facing severe fuel, food and 
medicine shortages.  It is going 
through its most severe eco-
nomic crisis in decades, which 
was caused by a combination of 
mismanagement and poor poli-
cy decisions and exacerbated by 
a loss of tourism income during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

dpa 
neW Delhi 

DROUPADI Murmu, 64, a 
female tribal politican from 
eastern India, was set to be-
come India’s new president 
on Thursday after winning a 
majority of votes.

Murmu had crossed the 
halfway mark and had more 
than double the number of 
votes of her nearest rival af-
ter three rounds of counting, 
an Election Commission of-
ficial said late Thursday. An 
official announcement of 
the result is awaited.

This is the first time 
that a person from an In-
digenous tribal community 
was set to be elected to one 
of the highest offices in the 
country.

The president is head 
of state in India, while all 
executive power rests with 
the prime minister. But the 
president has an important 
role to play in political crises 
like when elections throw up 
a hung parliament.

Murmu, backed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), sailed past her 
nearest rival Yashwant Sin-
ha, a former BJP politician 
and now a candidate for the 
opposition parties.

The president is chosen 
by an electoral college of 
both houses of parliament 
and state assemblies, and 
the BJP and its allies had a 
clear advantage.

Murmu’s nomination 
by the BJP is being seen as 
recognition of India’s dis-
advantaged aboriginal com-
munities that form about 
8.6% of its over 1.3 billion 
population.

Murmu belongs to the 
Santhal tribe found in east-
ern India. She was born 
in a village in Odisha state 
and began her career as a 
schoolteacher and an activ-
ist for tribal rights.

She later joined politics 
and became a BJP legisla-
tor. She is former governor 
of Jharkhand state.

Droupadi Murmu 
set to be first Indian 
president from  
tribal community

Italian President Sergio Mattarella (right) signs the decree to dissolve the Parliament in front of Italy’s 
resigning Prime Minister Mario Draghi (left) in Rome on Thursday. (AFP)

Declaring an emergency is 
the WHO’s highest alert 
level for health threats,  
but it has no immediate 
consequences

India’s new president Droupadi Murmu in Mumbai  recently. (AFP)

Elections
Analysts say mattarella, who 
now has a critical role in 
deciding italy’s political future 
after Draghi’s resignation, 
could dissolve the two 
chambers of parliament and 
call an early election

Sri Lanka, an island state 
of some 22 million, is fac-
ing severe fuel, food and 
medicine shortages
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STUART ROTHENBERG

I
’VE seen more than a few election 
cycles, but I’m not certain I have 
seen many that are more confus-
ing than the one we are now in.

Which “rules” of handicap-
ping still hold in the current en-
vironment, and which fell by the 
wayside as our parties changed, our 
political institutions crumbled, and 
our political leaders looked increas-
ingly incapable of governing?

Yes, everyone knows that mid-
term elections are a disaster for the 
president’s party when the economy 
is bad and voters are unhappy.

But 1998 and 2002 remain ex-
ceptions because the Clinton im-
peachment added a wild card that 
ultimately benefitted the Democrats, 
and the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks boost-
ed incumbent President George W. 
Bush’s standing.

It has been relatively easy to 
handicap individual races and entire 
election cycles when nothing out of 
the ordinary happens. In those cas-
es, the old rules still apply.

But it’s more difficult to sketch 
out the trajectory of an election 
when outlandish events occur — 
and outlandish events seem to have 
occurred each day since Donald 
Trump announced he was running 
for president in 2016.

Over the past few months, I’ve 
read how terrible this election cycle 
is for President Joe Biden and the 
entire Democratic Party. The House 
will flip in November, and the Sen-
ate looks headed that way as well.

Inflation has made Biden the 
least popular president in the his-
tory of the planet, and a recession is 
on the horizon. Democrats complain 
that Biden has been either too prag-
matic or not pragmatic enough, and 
many think their party must dump 
him to have any chance of winning 
in 2024.

The next week, I read that can-
didates still matter and Republicans 
are nominating enough crazy people 
to the Senate that Democrats now 
have a very good chance of keeping 
control of the chamber, or even add-
ing to their numbers.

Not only that, but Trump is 
meeting with advisers, supporters, 
and deep-pocketed financial con-

tributors. He’ll be announcing his 
candidacy soon, which will whip his 
supporters — and Democrats — into 
a frenzy, likely turning the 2022 
midterms into something akin to the 
2024 presidential contest, without 
the actual presidential race being on 
the ballot.

Those developments, combined 
with recent Supreme Court decisions 
on abortion and gun owner rights, 
will make the United States look like 
the Handmaid’s Tale. That will scare 
the dickens out of suburban women 
and progressives, producing a mas-
sive Democratic turnout more typi-
cal of a presidential year.

On the other hand, we hear, His-
panics and black voters are surging 
over to the GOP, which will make 
Democrats a party of brie-eating, 
chardonnay-sipping, mostly white, 
college-educated, left-wing progres-
sives who want to do away with pro-
nouns, defund the police, and out-
law the internal combustion engine.

However, I also hear that Trump 
and some of his cronies (including 
former chief of staff Mark Meadows) 
are in deep trouble because of what 
the Jan. 6 select committee has un-
covered, as well as what the special 
Fulton County grand jury is doing.

As the Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion reported on July 7, the “crimi-

nal investigation examining poten-
tial interference in Georgia’s 2020 
elections is entering a new, more 
contentious phase that’s drawing in-
creasingly closer to former President 
Donald Trump.”

All of this guarantees, we are 
told, that Trump will be challenged 
by someone in his own party — pos-
sibly Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
— for the 2024 presidential nomi-
nation. Voters, even Republican 
voters, are tiring of Trump’s schtick. 
They want to move past the 2020 
election, and DeSantis basically is 
Trump without the lunacy.

Meanwhile, across the partisan 
aisle, Biden is assuring everyone 
that he will run for a second term. 
Nobody believes him. He is too old 
and too frail, and the only person he 
could beat in 2024 is Trump.

All of which brings us to the 
Democratic presidential nominee 
in 2024. Nobody seems to know 
who it will be, though Democratic 
strategists and media talking heads 
seem to agree that it won’t be Vice 
President Kamala Harris, who in 99 
out of 100 other cases would be the 
certain successor to Biden. 

Politically, over the past half-
dozen years the country has gone 
nuts.

GOP leaders in the House and 

Senate blamed Trump for what hap-
pened on Jan. 6 before flip-flopping 
and cozying up to him again. The 
wife of one Supreme Court justice 
is a political activist who may have 
sought to overturn an election be-
cause she didn’t like the outcome.

Trump probably broke the law 
in trying to muscle state and local 
officials in Georgia to change the 
state’s 2020 results, and, accord-
ing to Gallup, confidence in the Su-
preme Court has sunk to a historic 
low.

The Pillow Guy and Overstock 
Guy seem to have as much or more 
influence with the former president 
of the United States as anyone, 
while the “independent state legis-
lature theory” gets more attention 
than the doctrine of stare decisis.

Meanwhile, some Democrats 
want to spend their time complain-
ing about what Biden has not ac-
complished, even though he doesn’t 
have a working majority in the Sen-
ate, and therefore can’t possibly do 
what he’d like.

Yes, I know what the old rules 
of thumb say is going to happen in 
the 2022 midterms. And I haven’t 
given up entirely on those old rules. 
But we live in such a crazy time that 
I have no idea where the country is 
headed.
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P
ERHAPS you’ve become 
sickeningly aware this week 
that the response by law 
enforcement to the Uvalde 
school shooting May 24 did 

not unfold as it should have. Mis-
takes, as they say, were made. Boy 
were they. 

All of those mistakes, of course, 
were predated by the first mistake, 
the one made by anyone and eve-
ryone, directly or indirectly, who 
helped put an assault rifle in the 
hands of an 18-year-old.

When the 18-year-old loaded 
his legally purchased rifle, shot his 
grandmother in the face, drove her 
pickup truck to the local elemen-
tary school and killed 19 elemen-
tary school kids and two teachers, 
mental illness suddenly became a 
hot topic again.

How about that?
There’s little doubt that men-

tal illness is at work here in some 
form, but it’s a little less clear 
whom you should be calling crazy.

I spent a few minutes on the 
phone the other day with a li-
censed psychotherapist, which I’d 
recommend for just about any-
body, but particularly if you find 

yourself carrying an assault rifle 
into a school or a mall, for exam-
ple. In that case, you probably 
should have already done this, but 
in post-pandemic America, where 
1 in every 6 or 7 of us has some 
form of mental illness and half of 
us don’t get treated, things don’t 
always, as we’ve seen, unfold as 
they should.

In our conversation, licensed 
psychotherapist James Miller, 
with a quarter-century of experi-
ence in the mental health field 
including years as a forensic ana-
lyst in the Washington, D.C., area 
determining such matters as who 
was and wasn’t competent to stand 
trial, and me, nothing so much as 
a licensed fisherman, agreed just 
about immediately on one thing.

America would be much bet-
ter off if everyone in the country 
played the piano.

“I’m a little biased but yes, 
you’re absolutely right,” laughed 
Miller, who in addition to his men-
tal health career is a pianist and 
composer who has sometimes in-
voked those skills to good use with 
listeners of his syndicated radio 
show. “I started playing in Grade 
3 and music’s always been some-
thing that’s so powerful to me that 

I was eventually able to research 
the neurology of how sound affects 
a person. When people play, using 
their left and right hands, it actu-
ally allows their brains to process 
things a lot more quickly. So what 
I always tell people is that even if 
you don’t play very well, just play 
anything at all and think about 
something that you’re working 
through, and you’ll actually find 
that you have more introspection 
about it, and whatever emotions 
you have about it all of a sudden 
are minimized significantly.”

See? The entire mental health 

crisis in America solved, right 
there, except ... sure, there are 
challenges. Pianos are expensive, 
for one thing, and so are lessons. 
Funny no one ever complains 
about the price of guns, though. 
We’ve got more of those than we’ve 
got people. Pianos? Probably not.

Even when the evidence is ro-
bust and in little need of interpre-
tation, we’re awfully hesitant in 
America to ascribe our quotidian 
tragedies to mental illness. From 
the riotous, insurrectionist events 
of Jan. 6, 2021, to 2022’s fusillade 
of mass shootings to people who 

are suddenly willing to kill you for 
putting too much mayo on their 
sandwich, the picture of a nation 
that’s mentally unwell should be 
more in focus every day. Accord-
ing to the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion, about 11% of adults in the 
United States reported symptoms 
of anxiety and depression prior to 
the pandemic. Amid the pandemic, 
that figure went to 30%.

Why then, does mental health 
remain a mostly marginalized is-
sue in the context of our national 
dysfunction?

“In Western society — it is a 
melting pot so there are many dif-
ferent cultures within the U.S. cul-
ture, there are elements who don’t 
necessarily understand or agree 
with mental illness,” said Miller. 
“With some of those it’s more of a 
medical aspect and they can quali-
fy it by saying, ‘Oh, the person has 
a thyroid problem and it’s caused 
this,’ or, ‘the person didn’t sleep 
enough,’ or ‘the person is partying 
too much,’ and they don’t really as-
cribe it to a mental health struggle.

“The difference now is, pre-
pandemic, there was this baseline 
understanding of how everyone 
should act, a societal construct had 
been created on right from wrong. 

During the pandemic, there was a 
lot of information, disinformation, 
everyone was cloistered for so long 
that when people weren’t quaran-
tined anymore, you’d find there 
was a lot more risky behavior. And 
so that baseline that had been set, 
pre-pandemic, has been moved so 
that now people are being much 
more risky and adverse to rules 
and norms, and it’s aggravated by 
political divisiveness — pro-vac-
cine/anti-vaccine. People are voic-
ing that divisiveness and that voice 
is coming out in behaviors. The 
more risky behaviors people do, 
they’re resetting what’s considered 
normal and that’s unfortunately 
creating a new trend, and you have 
a copycat aspect.

“There’s a lot more a cavalier 
response to what’s considered so-
cially acceptable.”

Which is why, in an admittedly 
roundabout way, four people get-
ting shot at an Indiana mall on a 
quiet Sunday can’t sustain even 
one full news cycle of indignation 
anymore.

If anything remains certain in 
this hellscape summer of 2022, it’s 
that if you’ve got a piano, you had 
better sit down and play it. 

With both hands.

IT’S been a busy couple of weeks 
for the US Border Patrol. Then 
again, it usually is.

Last week, agents from San 
Clemente Station in California 
seized more than 65 pounds 
of methamphetamine and 41 
pounds of cocaine in two separate 
incidents.

On June 12, agents stopped 
a vehicle on Interstate 5, and a 
search yielded 30 total packages 
containing 31 pounds of meth-
amphetamine with an estimated 
street value of $68,200. The driv-
er was a US citizen.

The next day, according to 
US Border Patrol, San Clemente 
agents stopped another vehicle 
on Interstate 5. Agents searched 
the interior and found narcotics 
hidden in the roof.

It was quite a haul — 34.5 
pounds of methamphetamine 
with an estimated street value of 
$75,900, and .41 pounds of co-
caine with an esti-
mated street value 
of $576,600.

There have 
been other drug 
i n t e r c e p t i o n s , 
including Fri-
day’s bust in 
Texas. There, at 
the World Trade 
Bridge in Laredo, 
a “canine and 
non-intrusive in-
spection system 
examination” uncovered 38 pack-
ages hidden in the tires of a trail-
er truck that was supposed to be 
carrying juice, CBP said.

Those packages contained 87 
pounds of cocaine, with a total es-
timated street value of $671,160.

This is what our Border Pa-
trol does, and the scourge of il-
legal drugs is one of the reasons 
so many have rallied so long for 
beefed up border protections.

“Criminal organizations poi-
son our communities with these 
narcotics and only care about the 
proceeds they make from their 
eventual sale.” said San Diego 
Sector Chief Patrol Agent Aaron 
Heitke.

The problem is, there aren’t 
enough agents. 

But in a rare bright moment 
on Capitol Hill, a new bipartisan 
measure would require the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
to increase hiring. According to 

CBP, the agency is down about 
900 officers.

The Securing America’s Ports 
of Entry Act of 2022 was intro-
duced in March by Sen. Gary 
Peters, D-Mich., with nine Re-
publican, Democratic and Inde-
pendent co-sponsors. It would 
require Customs and Border Pro-
tection to hire at least 600 addi-
tional officers per year until the 
agency meets its staffing goals.

The bill got ringing endorse-
ments from trade, travel and 
law enforcement stakeholders, 
including John Drake, vice presi-
dent of Supply Chain Policy at 
the US Chamber of Commerce 
and Hector Garza, national vice 
president of the National Border 
Patrol Council.

Tony Reardon, president of 
the National Treasury Employ-
ees Union, has for years called on 
Congress to provide more staffing 
resources at CBP.

“It is clear that 
our ports of entry 
are understaffed 
and employees 
have stepped up 
to keep operations 
moving,” Rear-
don said. “Now 
that international 
trade and travel 
are recovering, 
Congress needs 
to increase their 
ranks.”

The need is great, and obvi-
ous. All that’s needed is congres-
sional action.

Congress, however, contin-
ues to expend energy on topics 
such as expanding the Supreme 
Court and worrying more about 
winning seats than about the 
real-world problems that plague 
Americans.

On this issue, they have to act, 
ASAP. Even those who don’t live 
in border states are affected.

Case in point, a search war-
rant served on a Dorchester man 
Thursday by the Boston Police 
Department yielded 76 grams of 
crack cocaine, 160 grams of her-
oin, 60 grams of powder cocaine, 
95 oxycodone pills and 12 gabap-
entin pills. Who knows where this 
stash originated.

But the sooner we get more 
Border Patrol agents on the front 
lines of drug smuggling, the soon-
er this trash is off our streets.

Beef Up Hiring 
Of Border Patrol 

Agents Now

Too Many Guns, Too Few Pianos
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CONTROL OVER GAS

dpa
London

The former nanny of William, 
the Duke of Cambridge, and 
harry, the Duke of Sussex, has 
received substantial damages 
from the BBC over “false and 
malicious” allegations used to 
obtain Martin Bashir’s 1995 
Panorama interview with Di-
ana, Princess of Wales.

Alexandra Pettifer, previ-
ously known as Tiggy Legge-
Bourke, appeared at the high 
Court in London for a public 
apology from the broadcaster 
over “fabricated” allegations 
she had had an affair with the 
Prince of Wales while working 
as Charles’ personal assistant in 
1995.

her solicitor Louise Prince 

told the court that the allega-
tions caused “serious personal 
consequences for all con-
cerned.” As well as the allega-
tion of the affair, the court was 
told Legge-Bourke was falsely 
accused of becoming pregnant 
with Charles’ baby and having 
an abortion.

Prince said that Legge-
Bourke had not known the 
source of the allegations over 
the last 25 years, but that it was 
now likely that the “false and 
malicious allegations arose as a 
result and in the context of BBC 
Panorama’s efforts to procure 
an exclusive interview with Di-
ana, Princess of Wales.” 

The court was told that the 
Dyson Investigation, commis-
sioned by the broadcaster, had 
“shed some light” on how the 

interview had been secured.
The solicitor said that the 

“totally unfounded” allegations 
“appeared to exploit some prior 
false speculation in the me-
dia” about Charles and Legge-
Bourke, whose duties at the 
time involved looking after Wil-
liam and his brother harry, the 
Duke of Sussex.

“After Diana, Princess of 
Wales, became aware of the al-
legations in late 1995, she be-
came upset with the claimant 
without apparent justification,” 
she added.

Prince said Legge-Bourke 
“holds the BBC liable for the se-
rious impact the false and mali-
cious allegations have had.

“had the BBC not fallen 
short, the claimant and her 
family could have been spared 
25 years of lies, suspicion and 
upset.” 

After the hearing, BBC di-
rector-general Tim Davie said 
the broadcaster would “never 
show the programme again” nor 
licence it to other broadcasters, 
apologising to Legge-Bourke, 
Charles, William and harry for 
how Diana was “deceived.”

BBC to pay ‘substancial’ damages 
to William and Harry’s former nanny

dpa
BerLin

GerMAny breathed a sigh of 
relief on Thursday as russian 
gas flows through the nord 
Stream 1 pipeline resumed af-
ter maintenance work, but a 
senior official said the country 
remained “at the mercy of rus-
sia” in terms of energy imports.

“We are at the mercy of 
russia at the moment because 
they decide how much gas 
nord Stream 1 will pass on to 
us,” Klaus Müller, head of the 
Federal network Agency regu-
lator, said just hours after gas 
started flowing again at around 
40% of the pipeline’s maxi-
mum capacity.

“The worst-case scenario 
has not occurred, but I can’t 
give an all-clear yet,” Müller 
told dpa in reference to a recent 
warning from russia’s Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin that gas 
deliveries could be throttled to 
20% of maximum capacity.

The ten-day maintenance 
outage reduced flows to zero 
on July 11, and there had been 
fears Moscow could decide not 
to turn supplies back on in re-
taliation for sanctions over the 
war in Ukraine.

A nord Stream AG spokes-
man said gas flows had re-
sumed but it would take some 
time to reach the usual gas 
transport levels.

he said the latest gas sup-
ply volumes were the same as 
those announced before the 
maintenance period - around 
67 million cubic metres per day 
- and correspond to about 40% 
of maximum supply capacity.

But it is possible for vol-
umes to change over the course 
of a day, with some time need-
ed for changes to take effect.

Gazprom had initially 

announced it would supply 
around 800 GWh of gas on 
Thursday, Müller had tweeted 
Wednesday evening.

But the russian state-
owned energy firm later low-
ered the volume to about 530 
GWh or 30% capacity, Müller 
said.

Austrian gas company 
OMV confirmed that the coun-
try would receive about half of 
the gas volumes agreed with 
russia on Thursday, according 
to a report from Austrian news 
agency APA.

OMV cited Gazprom as 
saying that gas flows would re-

turn to the level in place before 
the maintenance period.

During the 10-day period, 
OMV received only one third of 
the gas it ordered from russia, 
the report said.

Austria receives the major-
ity of its russia gas deliveries 
via Ukraine and not via the 
nord Stream 1 pipeline.

russia was hit with sanc-
tions over its invasion of 
Ukraine in February. russia 
responded by partially or fully 
cutting off gas supplies to eu-
ropean countries.

The supply volume in the 
coming months is likely to have 
a major impact on private cus-
tomers and Germany’s econo-
my in general as gas prices are 
expected to rise.

how much gas comes 
through the pipeline will also 
impact how much Germany 
can store ahead of the winter 
heating season and whether 
there will be gas shortages.

Putin warned on Tuesday 
that gas volumes could drop as 
low as 33 million cubic metres 
by the end of July if a gas tur-
bine sent to Canada for repairs 
wasn’t returned to russia soon.

German officials have said 
russia is using the delay in 
returning the turbine as a pre-
text.

The nord Stream 1 pipe-
line has a full daily capacity of 
around 167 million cubic me-
tres of gas. In June, before 
the maintenance shutdown, 
Gazprom reduced that volume 
to just 67 million cubic metres 
per day.

Germany remains ‘at the 
mercy of Russia’ despite 
gas flow resumption

File photo of Nord Stream’s twin 1,224 kilometre gas pipelines through the Baltic Sea, in Lubmin, northeastern Germany. (afp)

dpa
London

The British home Office re-
sponse to the surge in Chan-
nel crossings is “poor” and the 
“system is overwhelmed,” ac-
cording to a watchdog.

Chief inspector of borders 
and immigration David neal 
found problems arose mainly 
due a “refusal” by the depart-
ment to move from an “emer-
gency response to what has 
rapidly become steady state, or 
business as usual,” adding: “It 
is in the gift of ministers and 
senior officials to deliver an 
effective response.” The find-
ings are the latest in a wave of 
critical reports published this 
week on the government’s re-
sponse to the migrant crisis.

The home Office insisted 

it has already “transformed” 
how it deals with migrants ar-
riving on the Kent coast since 
neal’s inspection, and work 
carried out to address his rec-
ommendations for improve-
ment has almost been com-
pleted.

In the foreword to his re-
port, published on Thursday, 
neal said: “The number of 
small boat crossings in the 
Channel has reached such a 
level that it has been described 
as a crisis and the number one 
priority for the home Office.

“The volume is unprec-
edented, and on some days the 
system is clearly overwhelmed.

“The home Office’s per-
formance in delivering an ef-
fective and efficient response 
to the challenge posed by the 
increasing volume of migrant 

arrivals via small boats is poor.
“In my judgement, this 

arises principally from a refus-
al to transition from an emer-
gency response to what has 
rapidly become steady state, or 
business as usual. This refusal 
permeates every aspect of the 
home Office’s response.

“Systems, processes and 
resourcing pathways, which 
months into the crisis should 
be routine, codified, auditable 
and familiar, have been deliv-
ered at ‘best effort’. This is not 
good enough.

“Data, the lifeblood of de-
cision-making, is inexcusably 
awful.

equipment to carry out se-
curity checks is often first gen-
eration and unreliable.

“extreme operational con-
ditions, where resources are 

stretched, will inevitably lead 
to some degradation in data. 
Staff on the ground are doing 
their very best, but they are 
tired.” neal previously said 
he was “frustrated” the much-
delayed report had not been 
published after it was handed 
to home Secretary Priti Patel 

on February 24.
The report made four rec-

ommendations which the 
watchdog urged be delivered 
within up to three months, 
meaning the deadline would 
have been May 24.

neal added: “Sadly, noth-
ing in this report will come as 

a surprise to ministers, offi-
cials, or the workforce. It is in 
the gift of ministers and senior 
officials to deliver an effective 
response. The workforce can 
do no more.

“They have responded with 
enormous fortitude and excep-
tional personal commitment, 
which is humbling, and they 
are quite rightly proud of how 
they have stepped up.

“This report makes four 
recommendations and offers 
the home Office a timescale 
to deliver those recommenda-
tions.

“More important is the de-
livery of a strategic approach 
by the home Office to regu-
larize their response to small 
boats, in preparation for in-
creased numbers throughout 
this year.

“A new model for borders 
and enforcement is desper-
ately required if our border is 
to be secured and vulnerabil-
ity effectively addressed.” The 
home Office thanked neal for 
the report, adding: “Since the 
inspection took place, we have 
transformed how we manage 
the arrival of migrants making 
dangerous and unnecessary 
Channel crossings in small 
boats. This includes the previ-
ously planned closure of Tug 
haven and the movement to a 
two-site operation at Western 
Jet Foil and Manston.

“We have accepted all the 
report’s recommendations, the 
majority of which were already 
being addressed at the time 
of the inspection, and almost 
all this work has already been 
completed.”

Watchdog criticizes Britain’s ‘poor’ response to Channel crossings

Migrants crossing the English Channel. (fiLe photo)
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new York Un Secretary General antónio Guterres is travelling 
to istanbul on thursday in an attempt to resolve the impasse 
over grain exports.

an agreement on a deal with Moscow and Ukraine to 
export millions of tons of Ukrainian grain has not yet been 
fully negotiated, Un spokesman farhan haq said in new York.  
“what we’re trying to do is have an agreement that would allow 
for Ukrainian and russian food and fertilizer to reach global 
markets,” haq said.

“as you know, we’ve pointed out for many months, how 
serious the food crisis around the world is, and this is a 
component, a large component of that debt crisis. So we can 
resolve this, we can potentially save hundreds of thousands 
potentially millions of people from having food be priced out of 
their reach,” he said. (dpa)

UN chief Guterres flies to Instanbul to 
try and resolve grain crisis

waShinGton: Some 15,000 troops have already died on the 
russian side since Moscow invaded Ukraine, according to 
estimates by the head of US Central intelligence agency.

about three times as many russians are believed to have 
been injured since the start of the war on february 24, Cia 
director william Burns said during a security conference in the 
US city of aspen. 

“the Ukrainians have suffered as well, probably a little less 
than that,” Burns said on wednesday evening. 

russia has not disclosed any current figures on casual-
ties on its side.  Burns said the massing of russian forces 
in the eastern donbass region, which includes Luhansk and 
donetsk, suggests, at least for now, that the russian military 
has learned from its failures at the beginning of the war. early 
in the invasion russia attempted to take over the Ukrainian 
capital Kiev, but without success. (dpa)

Russia has lost some 15,000 troops so 
far in Ukraine: CIA

London a “state-of-the-art” theatre will be the first to open in 
London’s west end in 50 years.

Soho place will offer unrestricted views in its 600-seat 
curved auditorium featuring “perfect acoustics” when it opens 
this autumn.

the “glamorous” theatre, which sits in the heart of a £300 
million ($360 million) regeneration project, has been more 
than a decade in the making, theatre owner nica Burns told 
the pa news agency.

“for me, it’s been a 12-year journey and i woke up this 
morning and i suddenly felt really overwhelmed because it’s 
like having a 12-year pregnancy and it’s born today. it is very 
emotional,” she said.

the theatre sits directly above Crossrail’s new elizabeth 
line at tottenham Court road station.

Burns said: “it’s been a very difficult, challenging building 
to build because we are directly over the elizabeth line plat-
form and we also have the central and northern lines running 
under us. “to build a modern theatre which requires silence in 
the auditorium, it was a real challenging build, but the acous-
tics in the auditorium are absolutely perfect.” (dpa)

First new West End theatre in 50 years 
to open

News 
in brief

Pensioner who cut wife’s throat in 
suicide pact walks free from court

dpa
London

A British pensioner who cut his 
terminally-ill wife’s throat in a 
failed suicide pact will walk free 
from court after being handed a 
suspended jail sentence.

Graham Mansfield, 73, said 
he killed cancer-stricken Dy-
anne Mansfield, 71, in an “act 
of love” months after she asked 
him to take her life “when things 
get bad” for her.

The retired airport baggage 
handler told Manchester Crown 
Crown they were the “saddest 
words he had ever heard” but 
agreed to his wife’s request as 
long as he could kill himself too.

On Thursday, a jury of 10 
men and two women took 90 
minutes to find Mansfield not 
guilty of murder but guilty of 

manslaughter.
Mansfield was later sen-

tenced to two years in jail, sus-
pended for two years. On the 
morning of March 24 last year, 
he was found lying in a pool of 
blood at the couple’s home in 
hale, Greater Manchester, while 
the body of Mrs Mansfield was 
slumped in a chair at the bottom 
of the garden.

Police and paramedics at-
tended the semi-detached prop-
erty in Canterbury road after 
Mansfield dialled 999 and told 
the operator he had killed his 
wife of 40 years at 9 pm the pre-
vious day, before trying to kill 
himself.

Sentencing him, Justice 
Goose told the defendant: “The 
circumstances of this case are 
a tragedy for you and are ex-
ceptional in the experiences of 

this court. “you were under im-
mense emotional pressure.

“I am entirely satisfied that 
you acted out of love for your 
wife.” 

In a victim personal state-
ment read out to the court, 
Mansfield’s brother Peter hig-
son said: “I miss my sister terri-
bly. her death did not come as a 
shock to me because I knew she 
was very ill and in great pain.

“however, the manner of 
her death did come as a shock.

“having said that I can un-
derstand the predicament that 
Graham found himself in. I 
found myself in a similar situa-
tion when my own wife died of 
cancer.

“I don’t hold any malice 
against Graham and will con-
tinue to value his friendship in 
future.”

Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex in 
New York recently. (afp)

A Nord Stream AG spokes-
man said gas flows had 
resumed but it would take 
some time to reach the 
usual gas transport levels



DOHA: The volume of real 
estate trading in sales con-
tracts registered by the Real 
Estate Registration Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Justice 
during the period from July 3 
to July 7 reached QR362.433 
million.

The weekly bulletin is-
sued by the department 
stated that the list of real es-
tate traded for sale included 
vacant lands, houses, apart-
ment buildings, multi-use 
vacant lands and commercial 
buildings.

Sales operations were 

concentrated in the munici-
palities of Al Rayyan, Al Daay-
en, Doha, Al Khor, Al Dakhi-
ra, Al Shamal, Al Wakra, and                                      
Umm Salal. (QNA)

Qatar sees real estate 
trade volume of worth  
QR362 mn in one week

TOKYO: Japan posted its 
biggest half-year trade deficit 
of 7.9 trillion yen ($57 bil-
lion) in the first half of 2022, 
inflated by a surge in import 
costs amid soaring energy 
prices and the yen’s depre-
ciation, government data 
showed on Thursday.

Imports jumped 37.9 per-
cent from a year earlier to 53.9 
trillion yen on the back of rising 
crude oil and coal prices pro-
pelled by Russia-Ukraine crisis, 
Japan’s Kyodo News Agency 

reported, citing the Finance 
Ministry’s preliminary report.

Exports rose 15.2 percent 
to 45.9 trillion yen, also regis-
tering a record high for a half-
year period since comparable 
data became available in 1979, 
on the back of rising material 
prices and the weakening yen, 
the ministry said.

Japan saw a trade deficit 
for the second straight half-
year period after falling into 
the red in the second half                      
of 2021. (QNA)

Masraf Al Rayan posts net profit 
of QR1.03 bn in first half of 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MASRAF Al Rayan on Thurs-
day released its consolidated 
financial statements for the 
half year ended June 30, 
2022, with a net profit at-
tributable to the equity hold-
ers of the bank of QR1.03 
billion.

The bank’s total income 
reached QR3.27 billion, up 
29 percent compared to the 
first half of 2021.

While the bank’s net fi-
nancing assets closed at 
QR119 billion, growing 30 
percent year on year, depos-
its closed at QR97 billion, an 
increase of 28 percent year 
on year.

The bank’s capital ad-
equacy ratio stood at 20 per-
cent.

Masraf Al Rayan Chair-
man HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al Thani said, “Masraf Al 
Rayan’s results announced 
today are in the backdrop 
of successful completion of 

the key integration activi-
ties relating to its merger 
with al khaliji. We continue 
to focus on building a strong 
and diversified business that 
delivers long-term value 
for shareholders and other 
stakeholders.”

Commenting on the first 
half of 2022 performance, 

Masraf Al Rayan Group 
Chief Executive Officer Fa-
had bin Abdulla Al Khalifa 
said, “We are pleased to an-
nounce results for the first 
six months of 2022, during 
which time the team and 
I put a concerted effort in 
completing the integration 
journey of the two banks. 

This was achieved in a short 
period of six months since 
completing the legal merger 
on December 1, 2021. We 
are grateful to our custom-
ers, regulators, staff and all 
other stakeholders that con-
tributed to this journey.

“During this period, 
we are very proud to have 

launched the country’s first 
Sharia Compliant Green De-
posit and Islamic Sustain-
able Financing Framework. 
Our goal remains to be the 
bank of choice for our cur-
rent and potential future 
customers, delivering inno-
vative Islamic products and                    
services.”

Masraf Al Rayan Chairman HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Qassim Al Thani 

Masraf Al Rayan Group Chief Executive Officer Fahad bin Abdulla 
Al Khalifa 

QSE jumps 841 points to register 
its highest weekly gain in 3 years

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

KEEPING pace with gains in 
developed stock markets in 
the US and Europe, the Qatar 
Stock Exchange (QSE) main 
index gained a whopping 
841.37 points, or 7.1 percent, 
during the week to close at 
12,709.12 points. This was the 
highest weekly gain for the 
QSE index in the last three 
years.

The week saw QSE’s mar-
ket capitalisation increase by 
6.9 percent to QR705.3 billion 
compared with QR660.1 bil-
lion at the end of the previous 
trading week. 

Foreign institutions re-
mained bullish, ending the 
week with net buying of 
QR117.8 million against net 
buying of QR54.9 million in 
the previous week. Qatari in-
stitutions turned bullish with 
net buying of QR5 million 
against net selling of QR104.8 
million in the week before. 

As of today’s closing, for-
eign institutions were net 
buyers of Qatari stocks worth 
$3.56 billion since the start of 
this financial year.

In a statement to QNA, 
Waleed Al Fuqaha, a Doha-
based financial analyst, said 
that the index kept pace with 
its counterparts in the devel-
oped markets, particularly in 
the US and Europe. He added 
that this week’s gains were the 
highest for the index in three 
years.

Fuqaha said that the index 
benefited in particular from 
the performance of Qatar Na-
tional Bank (QNB) and Qatar 
Islamic Bank (QIB), given 
the fact that they represent 
55 percent of the index. He 
stressed that the positive per-
formance of a number of local 

companies encouraged retail 
investors and institutional 
investors to add to their posi-
tions, pushing prices higher. 

Foreign retail investors, 
however, ended the week with 
net selling of QR20.7 million 
against a net buying of QR13.4 
million in the previous week. 
Qatari retail investors also 
turned bearish with a net sell-
ing of QR102.1 million against 
a net buying of QR36.5 mil-
lion the week before. 

The traded value during 
the week jumped 141.7 per-
cent to QR2,271.6 million 
from QR939.7 million in the 
previous trading week. QNB 
was the top value traded stock 

during the week with a total 
traded value of QR371.6 mil-
lion.

Traded volume climbed 
182.2 percent to 736.7 mil-
lion shares against 261 mil-
lion shares in the previous 
trading week. The number of 
transactions rose by 94 per-
cent to 74,179 against 38,236 
in the previous week. Qatar 
Aluminum Manufacturing 
Company (Qamco) was the top 
volume traded stock during 
the week with a total traded 
volume of 165.9 million shares.

QIB, Industries Qatar (IQ) 
and QNB were the primary 
contributors to the weekly in-
dex gain. QIB and IQ added 

164.09 and 133.57 points to the 
index, respectively. Further, 
QNB added another 122.43 
points to the index.

Of the 47 traded compa-
nies during the week, 43 stocks 
closed the week higher, while 
four ended lower. Qatar Navi-
gation (Milaha) was the best 
performing stock for the week 
with a rise of 16.5 percent. On 
the other hand, Qatar Gen-
eral Insurance & Reinsurance 
(QGRI) was the worst per-
forming stock for the week, de-
clining 6.5 percent.

The week saw six out of the 
seven sector indices make good 
gains during the week. Except 
for the insurance sector, all 

other sectors made gains.
The transport sector, 

which gained 9.64 percent on 
the back of an impressive rise 
of over 16 percent in Milaha, 
was the best performing sector 
index for the week.

The bank and financial 
services sector index, which 
gained almost 7 percent, was 
vital in lifting the main index 
higher during the week.

On Thursday, the gen-
eral index of Qatar Stock Ex-
change recorded an increase 
of 171.540 points, or 1.370 per-
cent, to reach 12,709.12 points.

During today’s session, 
197,471,894 shares were trad-
ed, with a value of QR 597.748 

million as a result of imple-
menting 12,709 deals in all 
sectors.

In the session, the shares 
of 20 companies rose, while 
the prices of 23 companies 
decreased, and one company 
maintained its previous clos-
ing price.

At the end of the trading 
session, the market capitalisa-
tion reached QR 705.297 bil-
lion, compared to the last trad-
ing session, which amounted 
to QR695.552 billion. 

Meanwhile, stock markets 
in the Gulf posted weekly gains 
on Thursday as they extended 
their rebound following a re-
cent selloff triggered by the 
prospect of aggressive global 
interest rate hikes to tame                
inflation.

Investors returned to the 
market, while the earnings sea-
son brings good performances, 
said a senior market strategist.

QSE’s market capitalisation increases 6.9 percent to QR705.3 bn compared with QR660.1 bn at the end 
of the previous trading week. 

Japan records trade 
deficit of $57 bn in H1

QNA
MANILA

THE Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) on Thursday slashed 
its 2022 growth outlook for 
the South Korean economy to 
2.6 percent amid the ongoing 
Ukraine crisis and aggressive 
monetary tightening by major 
countries.

The latest estimate by the 
Manila-based bank is lower 
than the 3 percent growth 
forecast made in April. The 
ADB, however, maintained its 
earlier forecast of the country’s 
2.6 percent growth for next 
year. The bank cited the slow-

down in the global economic 
growth and interest rate hikes 
as reasons for its downward 
revision despite strong exter-
nal demand.

In June, the Seoul govern-
ment also lowered its 2022 
economic growth outlook to 
2.6 percent from its earlier 
forecast of 3.1 percent. The 
Bank of Korea also revised 
down its growth projection for 
this year to 2.7 percent from a 
3 percent rise projected three 
months earlier.

As for inflation, the ADB 
sharply raised its 2022 outlook 
for South Korea to 4.5 per-
cent from its April forecast of 
3.2 percent. It also raised the 
country’s inflation growth out-
look for next year to 3 percent, 
up 1 percentage point from its 
previous forecast.

ADB cuts 
2022 growth 
outlook for 
S Korean 
economy 

The traded value during the week jumped 141.7 percent 
to QR2,271.6 mn from QR939.7 mn in the previous trad-
ing week. QNB was the top value traded stock during the 
week with a total traded value of QR371.6 mn.

In June, the Seoul govern-
ment also lowered its 2022 
economic growth outlook to 
2.6 percent from its earlier 
forecast of 3.1 percent. 

The bank’s  
capital adequacy 
ratio stood at 
20 percent
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Japan trade deficit grows as 
oil prices surge, yen drops

Agencies

Japan’s trade deficit for the 
first half of this year totaled 
nearly 8 trillion yen ($58 
billion), because of surging 
oil prices and a sinking yen, 
brought on partly by the war 
in Ukraine, and weaker global 
demand.

The deficit for the period 
from January through June 
marked the second consecu-
tive half-year of deficits. The 
deficit for the six months end-
ed in June totaled 7.92 trillion 
yen ($57 billion), according 
to Finance Ministry data re-
leased Thursday.

The deficit persisted even 
as imports for the six months 
shrank nearly 38% to 53.86 
trillion yen ($390 billion), 
while exports grew 15% to 
45.94 trillion yen ($332 bil-
lion).

In June, imports surged 
46% while exports grew 19%, 
compared to the same month 

a year earlier, resulting in a 
trade deficit of 1.38 trillion 
yen ($10 billion), the biggest 
for the month since 2014.

By country, imports from 
China jumped 33% for the 
month on-year, while exports 
edged up 8%. Imports from 
the U.s. grew 25%, while ex-
ports rose 15%. Imports from 
the Middle East, source of a 
large share of Japan’s energy 
supplies, jumped 125%.

Junichi Makino, chief 
economist at sMBC nikko 
securities, noted that ex-
ports expanded in June sup-
ported by global demand for 
Japanese cars and computer 
chips.

The yen has been trading 
at about 138 yen to the dol-
lar, down from about 110 yen 
a year ago, because Japan is 
sticking to a super-easy mon-
etary policy of near-zero in-
terest rates even as other na-
tions, including the U.s., raise 
rates to combat inflation.

Agencies

ThE U.s. Federal Reserve will 
opt for another 75 basis point 
rate hike rather than a larger 
move at its meeting next week 
to quell stubbornly-high in-
flation as the likelihood of a 
recession over the next year 
rises to 40%, a Reuters poll of 
economists found.

Inflation hit 9.1% in June, 
another four-decade high, 
stoking expectations the Fed, 
having only just shifted gears 
from 50 to 75 basis points at 
the last meeting, would act 
even more forcefully and go 
for a 100 basis point hike.

But some of the more 
hawkish Fed officials in pub-
lic remarks have favored a 75 
basis point hike, tempering 
those expectations in recent 
days. Last month’s 75 bps hike 

was the first of that size since 
1994.

The July 14-20 Reuters 
poll found 98 of 102 econo-
mists expect the Fed to hike 
rates by 75 basis points at the 
end of the July 26-27 meeting 
to 2.25%-2.50%. The remain-
ing four said they expected a 
100 basis point hike.

Fed funds futures are pric-
ing only around a one-in-five 
chance of a full percentage 
point hike, putting those ex-
pectations largely in line with 
the poll results.

But what is already the 
most aggressive rate hike 
path in decades brings with it 
heightened recession worries.

Median predictions from 
the latest poll showed a 40% 
probability of a U.s. recession 
over the coming year, with a 
50% chance of one happening 

within two years. That was a 
significant upgrade from 25% 
and 40% in a June poll.

“There seems to be an in-
flation tax on the consumer 
and that continues to build up 
and take its toll and eventu-
ally pushes the economy into 
a mild recession,” said aditya 
Bhave, senior U.s. economist 
at Bank of america securities.

Over 90% -- or 47 of 51 re-
spondents -- said any poten-
tial recession would either be 
mild or very mild. Only four 
said it would be severe.

Meanwhile, a slowdown 
in growth, and hopefully with 
it, inflation, was likely to force 
the Fed to cut back on the size 
of rate hikes at future meet-
ings, the poll found.

a strong majority expects 
the Fed to slow to 50 basis 
points in september and then 

raise by only 25 basis points 
at the november and Decem-
ber meetings. Those views 
remained largely unchanged 
from the last poll.

Over 80% of respondents, 
82 of 102, saw the fed funds 
rate at 3.25%-3.50% or higher 
by the end of this year. There 
was no change to where or 
when the Fed would stop rais-
ing rates, at 3.50%-3.75% in 
Q1 2023, according to the me-
dian forecast.

still, price pressures were 
expected to remain elevated 
and above the Fed’s 2% target 
rate over the coming years. 
Inflation as measured by the 
Consumer price Index was 
forecast to average 8.0%, 3.7% 
and 2.5% in 2022, 2023 and 
2024 respectively.

The jobless rate was fore-
cast to average 3.7% this year 

before picking up to 4.0% in 
2023 and 4.1% in 2024. That 
is still low by historical com-
parison and far from the highs 
seen near the start of the pan-
demic-induced recession in 
2020.

Economic growth fore-
casts, meanwhile, were down-
graded across the board. after 
a surprise contraction in Q1 
2022, growth for Q2 was pen-
ciled in at only a seasonally-
adjusted annualized rate of 
0.7%, down from the 3.0% 
predicted last month. Over 
one in five predicted another 
contraction.

GDp growth was slashed 
to 2.0% for this year from 
2.6% forecast last month, and 
nearly halved to 1.2% for 2023 
when the full effect of the 
Fed’s rate hikes sets into the 
economy.

Fed to stick to 75 bps hike in 
July; 40% chance of recession

The Federal Reserve building in Washington September 1, 2015.

Agencies

BRITIsh aircraft en-
gine maker Rolls-Royce is 
“championing” the energy 
transition and the decar-
bonization of aviation, its 
outgoing chief executive 
Warren East told aFp on 
Tuesday at the Farnborough 
airshow.

This year’s Farnbor-
ough spectacle, returning 
from a four-year absence, 
is set against the backdrop 
of air travel’s nascent post-
pandemic recovery but as 
economic turmoil hampers 
manufacturing.

Yet the airshow’s focus 
is on decarbonization and 
sustainability in a sector of-
ten criticized for its impact 
on the climate, amid Eu-
rope’s blistering heatwave 
with record temperatures in 
England.

“The big theme is en-
ergy transition,” East told 
aFp in an interview at the 
company’s airshow chalet. 
“This is the number one is-
sue for the sector. We’ve 
been championing that for 
some time -- and saying it’s 
absolutely necessary and we 
embrace that as an oppor-
tunity.” East, 60, is retiring 
after more than seven years 
at the helm of the aerospace 
behemoth, with his tenure 
marked by historic corrup-
tion fines for the group, 
Trent engine troubles and 
Brexit. Rolls, whose prod-
ucts power airbus and Boe-
ing aircraft, then axed 9,000 
jobs and offloaded assets 
in a drastic restructuring 
after the Covid pandemic 
grounded jets and sparked a 
collapse air traffic.

East then guided it back 
to profit in 2021 from COV-
ID-driven losses after slash-
ing costs.

The titan, based in the 
city of Derby in central Eng-

land, is now reaping the 
benefits of aviation’s post-
Covid recovery, defense 
growth, a record power 
systems order book -- and a 
long-standing focus on sus-
tainability.

“I’m quite pleased with 
my time at Rolls-Royce,” 
added East, who took the 
reins in July 2015.

“We’ve really sort of 
modernized Rolls Royce in 
terms of culture. “We’ve put 
in place a lot of efficiency 
and productivity improve-
ments, which then crystal-
lized during the COVID 
pandemic. and that’s cre-
ated a very firm platform for 
the future (with) great oper-
ational and financial gear-
ing now.” aviation accounts 
for between 2-3 percent of 
the world’s total damaging 
carbon dioxide emissions, 
according to industry esti-
mates.

airlines and manufac-
turers alike have meanwhile 
committed to achieving net 
zero emissions -- or carbon 
neutrality -- by 2050.

Yet global air traffic is 
forecast to more than dou-
ble by that point.

Rolls-Royce, which spe-
cializes in engines for long-
haul aircraft, military jets 
and helicopters, is as a re-
sult ramping up its research 
into a wide range of tech-
nologies including electric 
and hydrogen power.

at the first Farnbor-
ough airshow since COVID, 
Rolls-Royce has announced 
a partnership, named 
h2ZERO, with British low-
cost carrier Easyjet to test 
cleaner hydrogen engine 
combustion technology. 
Rolls also signed a deal with 
south Korea’s hyundai to 
explore all-electric propul-
sion and hydrogen fuel cell 
technology for flying taxis of 
the future.

Rolls-Royce 
champions  

energy transition 
at Farnborough

Spain, Portugal reject EU plan to limit natural gas use
Agencies

ThE European Union’s plan 
to reduce the bloc’s natural 
gas use by 15% to prepare 
for a potential cutoff by Rus-
sia this winter received sharp 
skepticism Thursday from 
the governments of spain and 
portugal, which are usually big 
supporters of the bloc.

The governments in Ma-
drid and Lisbon said they 
would not support the initia-
tive announced by European 
Commission president Ursula 
von der Leyen on Wednesday. 
The proposal would start with 
voluntary reductions, but the 
EU’s head office also wants the 
power to make 15% savings 
mandatory in the event of an 
EU-wide energy emergency.

spain and portugal said 
making reductions obligatory 
was a non-starter. They noted 
that there are scant energy 
connections linking them to 
the rest of Europe and that they 
use very little Russian gas com-

pared to fellow EU members 
such as Germany and Italy.

“We will defend European 
values, but we won’t accept 
a sacrifice regarding an issue 
that we have not even been al-
lowed to give our opinion on,” 
spanish Ecological Transition 
Minister Teresa Ribera said.

“no matter what happens, 
spanish families won’t suffer 
cuts to gas or to the electricity 
to their homes,” she said. “(The 
measure) would serve for noth-
ing if the gas that could not 
be used by spanish industries 
could not then later be used 
by the homes or industries of 
other countries.”

portugal’s secretary for the 
environment and energy, João 
Galamba, said the proposed 
measure was “unsustainable” 
and “disproportionate.”

“The whole logic behind 
rationing presupposes inter-
linked (European gas distribu-
tion) systems, and it appears 
the European Commission 
forgot about that,” Galamba 

told the portuguese newspaper 
publico.

he added: “portugal was 
for years and years disadvan-
taged because it had no links” 
to the rest of Europe’s energy 
distribution network and the 
country has always had to buy 
“more expensive gas.”

The reduced electrical con-

nections and gas pipelines be-
tween spain and France led 
to the EU allowing Iberian 
countries to install their own 
price-control mechanisms this 
spring.

all EU countries — as well 
as many nations around the 
world — are battling soaring 
inflation driven by energy pric-

es rising in part due to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

spain’s left-wing coalition 
government has faced protests 
by drivers and farmers in re-
cent months due to price hikes. 
Inflation in spain peaked over 
10% in June, compared to 
8.6% for the eurozone.

spain relied on gas for 27% 
of its electricity in June, com-
pared to 48% from renewable 
sources, according to Enagás, 
the operator of spain’s natural 
gas network. Russia provided 
10% of spain’s gas imports this 
year, behind the United states 
(34%), algeria (25%) and nige-
ria (14%), Enagás said.

spanish officials also noted 
their expanded infrastructure 
for importing LnG — liquified 
natural gas. With six plants in 
spain and one in portugal, they 
account for one-third of Eu-
rope’s LnG processing capac-
ity. Ribera said 20% of the gas 
imported to spain last month 
was later sent to other EU 
members.

Operators work at the Enagss regasification plant, the largest LNG 
plant in Europe, in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 29, 2022. 
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ThE number of americans 
applying for unemployment 
benefits last week rose to the 
highest level in more than 
eight months in what may be 
a sign that the labor market is 
weakening.

applications for jobless 
aid for the week ending July 
16 rose by 7,000 to 251,000, 
up from the previous week’s 
244,000, the Labor Depart-
ment reported Thursday. 
That’s the most since nov. 13, 
2021 when 265,000 ameri-
cans applied for benefits.

analysts surveyed by the 

data firm Factset expected the 
number to come in at 242,000.

First-time applications 
generally reflect layoffs.

The four-week average for 
claims, which smooths out 
some of the week-to-week vol-
atility, rose by 4,500 from the 
previous week, to 240,500.

The total number of ameri-
cans collecting jobless benefits 
for the week ending July 9 rose 
by 51,000 from the previous 
week, to 1,384,000. That fig-
ure has been near 50-year lows 
for months.

Earlier this month, the La-
bor Department reported that 
employers added 372,000 jobs 

in June, a surprisingly robust 
gain and similar to the pace 
of the previous two months. 
Economists had expected job 
growth to slow sharply last 
month given the broader signs 
of economic weakness.

The unemployment rate 
remained 3.6% for a fourth 
straight month, matching a 
near-50-year low that was 
reached before the pandemic 
struck in early 2020.

The government also re-
ported earlier in July that U.s. 
employers advertised fewer 
jobs in May amid signs that the 
economy is weakening, though 
the overall demand for work-

ers remained strong. There 
are nearly two job openings for 
every unemployed person.

Consumer prices are still 
soaring, up 9.1% in June com-
pared with a year earlier, the 
biggest yearly increase since 
1981, the government reported 
last week. The number of amer-
icans applying for unemploy-
ment benefits last week hit its 
highest level in nearly 8 months, 
but the total number of those 
collecting benefits fell. The La-
bor Department also reported 
last week that inflation at the 
wholesale level climbed 11.3% in 
June from a year earlier.

all of those figures paint a 

divergent picture of the post-
pandemic economy: Infla-
tion is hammering household 
budgets, forcing consumers 
to pull back on spending, and 
growth is weakening, height-
ening fears the economy could 
fall into recession. In an effort 
to combat the worst inflation 
in more than four decades, the 
Federal Reserve raised rates 
by a half-point in May and an-
other rare three-quarter point 
increase last month. Most 
economists expect the Federal 
Reserve to jack up its borrow-
ing rate another half-to-three-
quarters of a point when it 
meets later this month.

Americans filing jobless claims at highest level in eight months

Hiring sign is displayed at a restaurant in Highland Park, Ill., Thursday, 
July 14, 2022. 
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The european Central Bank 
raised interest rates Thursday 
for the first time in 11 years by a 
larger-than-expected amount, 
joining steps already taken by 
the U.S. Federal Reserve and 
other major central banks to 
target stubbornly high infla-
tion.

The move raises new ques-
tions about whether the rush 
to make credit more expensive 
will plunge major economies 
into recession at the cost of 
easing prices for people spend-
ing more on food, fuel and eve-
rything in between.

The eCB’s surprise hike 
of half a percentage point for 
the 19 countries using the euro 
currency is expected to be fol-
lowed by another increase in 
September, possibly of anoth-
er half a point. Bank President 
Christine Lagarde had indi-
cated a quarter-point hike last 
month.

She said Thursday that the 
bigger hike was unanimous as 

“inflation continues to be un-
desirably high and is expected 
to remain above our target 
for some time.” As the bank 
leaves an era of negative in-
terest rates, Lagarde said the 
forecasts don’t point to a reces-
sion this year or next but she 
acknowledged the uncertainty 
ahead.

“economic activity is slow-
ing. Russia’s unjustified ag-
gression towards Ukraine is 
an ongoing drag on growth,” 
the eCB chief said at a news 
conference. higher inflation, 
supply constraints and uncer-
tainty “are significantly cloud-
ing the outlook for the second 
half of 2022 and beyond.”

The eCB is coming late to 
the party in its rate liftoff — a 
token of inflation that turned 
out to be higher and more 
stubborn than first expected 
and of the shakier state of an 
economy heavily exposed to 
the war in Ukraine and a de-
pendence on Russian oil and 
natural gas. Recession predic-
tions have increased for later 

this year and next year as soar-
ing bills for electricity, fuel and 
gas deal a blow to businesses 
and people’s spending power.

“The economic outlook is 
worsening by the day,” said 
Carsten Brzeski, chief euro-
zone economist at ING bank. 
“At the same time, headline in-
flation is still increasing. ... In 
hindsight, the very gradual and 
cautious normalization pro-
cess the eCB started at the end 
of last year has simply been too 
slow and too late.”

Recession concerns have 
helped push the euro to a 20-
year low against the dollar, 
which adds to the eCB’s infla-
tion fighting task by worsen-
ing already high energy prices. 
That is because oil is priced in 
dollars.

Raising rates is seen as the 
standard cure for excessive in-
flation, now running at 8.6% 
in the eurozone in June and 
largely driven by soaring en-
ergy prices. The bank’s bench-
marks affect how much it costs 
banks to borrow — and so help 

determine what they charge to 
lend.

But by making credit hard-
er to get, rate increases can 
slow economic growth, a ma-
jor conundrum for the eCB as 
well as for the Federal Reserve. 
The Fed raised rates by an out-
sized three-quarters of a point 
in June and could do so again 
at its next meeting. The Bank 
of england started the march 
higher in December, and even 
Switzerland’s central bank sur-
prised with its first increase in 
nearly 15 years last month.

The goal for all central 
banks is to get inflation back 
down to acceptable levels — 
for the eCB, it’s 2% annually — 
without tipping the economy 
into recession. It’s difficult to 
get right as central banks re-
verse what has been a decade 
of very low rates and inflation.

“The most precious good 
that we can deliver and that 
we have to deliver is price 
stability. So we have to bring 
inflation down to 2% in the 
medium term. That is the im-

perative,” Lagarde said. “And 
it’s time to deliver.”

Yet the european economy 
has the added worry of a po-
tential cutoff of Russian natu-
ral gas that is used to generate 
electricity, heat homes and 
fuel energy-intensive indus-
tries such as steel, glassmaking 
and agriculture. even without 
a total cutoff, Russia has stead-
ily dialed back gas flows, lead-
ing eU leaders to accuse the 
Kremlin of using gas to pres-
sure countries over sanctions 
and support for Ukraine.

Those recession worries 
lead analysts to think that the 
path of eCB rate increases 
may have an upper limit after 
expected hikes in September 
and through the end of the 
year.

Rising interest rates follow 
the end of the bank’s 1.7 tril-
lion euro ($1.7 trillion) stimu-
lus program that helped keep 
longer-term borrowing costs 
low for government and com-
panies as they weathered the 
pandemic recession.

Europe’s central bank backs 
larger-than-expected rate hike

Europe’s central bank President Christine Lagarde.
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ThIS year’s crazy market 
swings prove once again how 
little control we have over our 
investments.

Stocks are down about 
20% from their peak early this 
year, and along the way they’ve 
zoomed erratically in every di-
rection. A seemingly solid gain 
for stocks on Wall Street in 
the morning can quickly give 
way to losses in the afternoon, 
for example, while the S&P 
500 has followed up 10 losing 
weeks in 11 with a series of flip 
flops.

even bonds, which are 
supposed to be the stable part 
of any investor’s portfolio, are 
seeing prices swing sharply 
with each data point on infla-
tion and expectations for in-
terest rates.

In such times, it can pay 
to focus on just what you can 
control. For investors, that of-
ten means avoiding high fees. 
By keeping expenses low, in-
vestors can hold onto more of 
whatever returns their invest-
ments end up making.

Investors are largely heed-
ing this advice, and that’s 
forcing the investment indus-
try to cut its fees in order to 
attract customers.

Last year, investors paid 
an average of 0.40% of their 
investments in mutual funds 
and eTFs as fees, down from 
0.42% in 2021, according to a 
recent study by Morningstar. 
That’s nearly $6.9 billion in 
savings. Over time, the power 
of low fees also compounds 
through the years, magnifying 
the effect.

Morningstar’s figures 
track with numbers released 
earlier this year by the Invest-
ment Company Institute, a 
trade group that represents 
the fund industry.

The continued migration 
from higher-expense funds to 

cheaper ones has been a big 
reason the average expense 
ratio paid by fund inves-
tors has dropped more than 
50% over the last 20 years. 
Lower-fee options include in-
dex funds, which can charge 
nearly nothing because they 
try only to mimic the S&P 500 
or another index, as well as 
some actively managed funds 
where managers do try to beat 
the market.

One area where investors 
are still willing to pay higher 
fees is for funds pitched as 
more “sustainable” options 
that take things like environ-
mental impact into more con-
sideration. Investors in such 
funds paid about 0.55% of 
their investments as fees last 
year, versus 0.39% for inves-
tors in more traditional types 
of funds. But the gap between 
those two has been shrinking, 
and last year’s was the low-
est on record, according to  
Morningstar.

Inflation? Not 
where investment 

fees are concerned

Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New 
York, July 1, 2022. This year’s crazy market swings prove once again 
how little control we have over our investments. 
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IT’S the summer that cooled 
off the housing market.

Rising mortgage rates 
have combined with already 
high home prices to dis-
courage would-be buyers. 
Mortgage applications have 
declined sharply. Sales of pre-
viously occupied homes have 
fallen for five straight months, 
during what is generally the 
busiest time of year in real es-
tate.

The rate on a 30-year 
mortgage averaged around 
5.51% last week, according 
to mortgage buyer Freddie 
Mac; a year ago it was close to 
2.88%. The increase in rates 
is leaving buyers with some 
unwelcome options: pay hun-
dreds of dollars more for a 
mortgage, buy a smaller home 
or choose to live in a less de-
sirable neighborhood, or drop 
out of the market, at least un-
til rates come down.

All signals point toward 
the Federal Reserve continu-
ing to raise interest rates to 
combat inflation, promising 
little relief for potential buyers 
at least for the rest of the year.

Kyle Tomcak, 39, was in 
the market for a home priced 
around $450,000 to support 
his in-laws. Tomcak and his 
wife bid on every house they 
toured, regardless of whether 
they fell in love with the home 

or not.
Tomcak, a project manag-

er for a commercial painting 
company from Aurora, Colo-
rado, said his search became 
increasingly dispiriting as he 
not only lost out to investors 
fronting cash offers $100,000 
over asking price but as mort-
gage rates started to balloon.

Tomcak had hoped to lock 
in a monthly mortgage pay-
ment of $2,350. higher rates 
meant he’d have to alter his 
search. his mortgage consult-
ant recommended dropping 
the maximum price he’d pay 
for a home, first to $300,000 
then to $200,000.

“All of a sudden, your 
buying power is less … even 
though your payments are 
the same,” said Tomcak, who 
has pulled out of the housing 
search.

Data provided to The As-
sociated Press by the real 
estate data company Redfin 
shows how much home a buy-
er could get with a $2,000 a 
month mortgage payment. In 
Providence, Rhode Island, for 
example an average buyer a 
year ago could have purchased 
a roughly 4,900-square-foot 
home for that size mortgage 
payment. Now that amount 
only gets a buyer a 2,200 
square foot home.

In Seattle, a hotter hous-
ing market, a $2,000-a-
month payment this time 

last year would have gotten a 
buyer a modest 1,300-square-
foot home. That sort of pay-
ment would get them only a 
950-square-foot apartment 
now.

“Simply put, people can-
not afford the same home as 
they could have a year ago,” 
said Daryl Fairweather, an 
economist with Redfin.

Besides pushing would-
be homeowners to reconsider 
their home search, rising rates 

are also forcing a growing 
number of buyers who struck 
a deal on a house to back out. 
About 60,000 home-purchase 
deals fell through in June, 
representing nearly 15% of all 
homes that went under con-
tract last month, according to 
Redfin. That’s up from 12.7% 
in May and 11.2% a year ago.

For more than a decade, 
potential homebuyers were 
willing to put up with rising 
home prices because the cost 

of a mortgage was at historical 
lows. The average mortgage 
rate on a 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage mostly stayed below 
4.5% for most of the last dec-
ade, according to data from 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
St. Louis.

The financial data firm 
Black Knight estimates that 
the rise in mortgage rates 
has increased a typical bor-
rower’s monthly payment by 
44% since the beginning of 

the year. Since the start of the 
pandemic, the average mort-
gage payment has doubled to 
more than $2,100.

Most of the pain is be-
ing felt at the bottom of the 
market: the first-time home-
buyer, who often has the least 
amount of money for a down 
payment and is trying to make 
the monthly payment work for 
their budget. Sales of homes 
priced below $250,000 fell by 
more than 30% in June.

For those who can afford 
to buy a home even with high-
er mortgage rates, the housing 
market slowdown has a silver 
lining — more options. As 
homes get fewer offers, they 
tend to linger on the market 
longer. The number of homes 
for sale, which has been rising 
from ultra-low levels since the 
spring, increased 18.7% from 
a year earlier, according to 
Realtor.com.

The market has changed 
dramatically for sellers as 
well.

Raymond Martin and his 
wife listed their home in Aus-
tin, Texas, for sale for $1.1 
million in early May. They 
figured selling the four-bed-
room, three-bath house would 
be “a walk in the park.”

The couple had reason to 
be optimistic. As recently as 
this spring, it wasn’t unusual 
for sellers to receive multiple 
competing offers within hours 

of listing their home, or for 
some buyers to agree to pay 
well above asking price while 
giving up their right to a home 
inspection — all to beat out ri-
val bidders. It was very much 
a sellers’ market.

Instead, the Martins have 
yet to receive a single offer 
and have lowered their asking 
price to $899,000. Raymond 
Martin, 51, noted that shortly 
before listing his Austin home, 
a neighbor sold their similar-
sized home for $100,000 over 
the $1 million asking price.

The couple are living in a 
new home in Florida while pa-
tiently trying to sell the Austin 
property. “Clearly, the mar-
ket’s kind of stalled,” he said.

historically, late spring to 
early summer is peak home 
buying season in the U.S., but 
there are multiple signs that 
buyers have become discour-
aged.

The number of Americans 
applying for a mortgage is 
down significantly from a year 
ago. Weekly mortgage appli-
cations tracked by the Mort-
gage Bankers Association 
are down roughly 50% from 
a year earlier. The decline in 
mortgage applications could 
signal a slowdown in future 
homebuying activity, since 
potential homebuyers do not 
apply for a mortgage unless 
they have settled on a particu-
lar home or condo.

Housing market chills as mortgage rates, prices scare buyers

Kyle Tomcak sits in front of his house in Aurora, Colo., on Monday, July 18, 2022. Tomcak was in the market 
for a home priced around $450,000 for his in-laws and he and his wife bid on every house they toured, 
regardless of whether they fell in love with the home.

Stocks down 
Stocks are down about 20% 
from their peak early this year, 
and along the way they’ve 
zoomed erratically in every 
direction. A seemingly solid 
gain for stocks on Wall Street 
in the morning can quickly give 
way to losses in the 
afternoon, for example, while 
the S&P 500 has followed up 
10 losing weeks in 11 with a 
series of flip flops. Even 
bonds, which are supposed to 
be the stable part of any 
investor’s portfolio, are seeing 
prices swing sharply with each 
data point on inflation and 
expectations for interest rates.
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New F1 fans 
don’t know 
much about 
the sport,  
says Alonso
PAGE 10

Need to find a way to get Djokovic to US Open, says McEnroe 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

NOVAK Djokovic must be al-
lowed to play at the US Open 
because a ban over his COV-
ID-19 vaccination refusal would 
be “crazy”, according to former 
American great John McEnroe.

The Serbian won his seventh 
Wimbledon title this month, but 
the All England Club event was 
just his second major of the year 
after missing the Australian 
Open in January.

Djokovic was not permitted 
to play in the opening major of 
2022, where issues surround-
ing his visa ended with him be-
ing deported from Melbourne 
on public health grounds due 
to not taking the vaccine.

The 35-year-old hopes to 
compete at Flushing Meadows 
in August but has insisted he 
will not take the vaccination, 
while the United States is re-
fusing to allow unvaccinated 
foreigners to enter the country.

The USTA confirmed it 
would adhere to US rulings 
surrounding coronavirus 
protocols, despite including 
Djokovic on the entry list for 
the final slam of the year on 
Wednesday.

Seven-time major cham-
pion McEnroe has previously 
suggested Djokovic should be 
allowed to compete and reiter-
ated his calls for the 21-time 
slam winner to be exempt 
from vaccination regulations.

“I mean, we have to find a 
way to get Novak into the US 
Open,” McEnroe told Ten-
nis365.

“How can he not be there? 
He has just won Wimbledon, 
he is a great champion and he 
should be in the US Open.

“I don’t agree with his de-
cision not to get vaccinated, 
but I respect it. He is one of 
the fittest guys in the world 
and everything he puts into his 
body, he is watching carefully.

“Now we are saying that 
because of his choice, he 
can’t play at the US Open. I 
mean, come on. He has al-
ready been deported from 
Australia for the same reason 
and here we are again.” 

For Djokovic to be allowed 
into the United States, it 
would require a change of tack 
from law-makers, or he would 
have to be considered suitable 
for an exemption.

Among those who would be 

eligible for such an exemption 
are “persons whose entry would 
be in the national interest”.

“I hope someone finds a way 
to sort this out,” McEnroe said. 
“It’s crazy that Novak misses 
the US Open at this stage.” 

Djokovic has already 
missed one Grand Slam this 
year, with the 21-time major 
champion absent from the Aus-
tralian Open after a protracted 
saga surrounding his visa end-
ed with him being deported on 
public health grounds.  

The Serbian was permitted 
to play at the French Open and 
Wimbledon, winning the lat-
ter for the seventh time in his 
career, despite being unvacci-
nated against COVID-19.  

In a statement released 
alongside the entry lists, 
the USTA said: “Per the ITF 
Grand Slam rulebook, all eli-
gible players are automatically 
entered into the men’s and 
women’s singles main-draw 

fields based on ranking 42 
days prior to the first Monday 
of the event.  

“The US Open does not 
have a vaccination mandate 
in place for players, but it will 
respect the U.S. government’s 
position regarding travel into 
the country for unvaccinated 
non-U.S. citizens.”  

Should Djokovic miss the 
New York major, it will mean 
he will not get the chance to 

play in a Grand Slam until the 
2023 French Open.  

Having had his visa to 
enter Australia cancelled, 
Djokovic is banned from re-
applying for three years. Un-
less that ban is reversed or 
reduced, the 35-year-old may 
well have played his final Aus-
tralian Open.  Djokovic is one 
major title shy of Rafael Na-
dal’s record of 22 following his 
four-set win over Nick Kyrgios 

in the Wimbledon final.  He 
reached the final of last year’s 
US Open but lost to Daniil 
Medvedev in straight sets, pre-
venting him from claiming the 
calendar Grand Slam.  

A month later, the White 
House issued a presidential 
proclamation declaring that 
non-U.S. citizens must be vac-
cinated to enter the country, 
effectively ending his hopes of 
going one better in 2022.  

Serena on entry list with 
protected ranking
Serena Williams has been 
named on the entry list for the 
US Open. The 23-time Grand 
Slam champion withdrew 
from last year’s tournament at 
Flushing Meadows with a torn 
hamstring, but she has entered 
this year’s with a protected 
ranking of 16.

Williams has also been 
named among the initial entry 
list for August’s Cincinnati Mas-
ters as she returns to the US 
Open Series. Former US Open 
champions Naomi Osaka, Bian-
ca Andreescu and Emma Radu-
canu will also be present in Ohio.

Williams returned to action 
after almost a year away from 
the game in the WTA event in 
Eastbourne in June in the wom-
en’s doubles, before competing 
in the singles at Wimbledon.

Following an exciting de-
feat to Harmony Tan in the 
first round on Centre Court at 
SW19, Williams said she was 
aiming for a US Open return. 

“When you’re at home, es-
pecially in New York, and the 
US Open, that being the first 
place I’ve won a grand slam, is 
something that’s always super 
special” she said. “There’s defi-
nitely lots of motivation to get 
better and to play at home.”

The 40-year-old will 
also compete at the Cana-
dian Open next month as she 
ramps up her preparations for 
the US Open.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic during the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Club in London re-
cently. The 35-year-old hopes to compete at Flushing Meadows in August but has insisted he will not take the 
vaccination, while the United States is refusing to allow unvaccinated foreigners to enter the country. (AFP)

Jeruto and Feng victorious on good night for Asia

STEVE WILSON 
EUGENE (USA)

NORAH Jeruto cleared the 
last water jump, surged 
around the bend and acceler-
ated down the final straight.

No one could catch her. 
Timing her kick perfectly, 
Jeruto pulled away from her 
three challengers and cap-
tured gold in the women’s 
3000m steeplechase at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 on Wednes-
day night.

It was a masterclass of 
controlled running by the 
26-year-old Jeruto, who 
clocked a championship re-
cord and the third-fastest time 
in history to claim her first 
world title on day six of the 
championships at Eugene’s 
Hayward Field.

The Kenyan-born Jeruto 
also secured the first ever 
World Championships gold in 
any event for Kazakhstan, the 
country she has represented 
since the start of 2022.

Jeruto clocked 8:53.02, 
smashing the previous cham-
pionship record by more 
than four seconds. Ethiopia’s 
Werkuha Getachew took silver 
in a national record of 8:54.61 

and her compatriot Mekides 
Abebe grabbed bronze in a 
personal best 8:56.08.

It was the first steeple-
chase in history in which three 
women had finished inside 
nine minutes.

The day’s only other fi-
nal also produced a first-time 
champion, but this one was a 
surprise, as China’s Feng Bin 
uncorked the throw of her life 
to upstage the favourites and 
win the women’s discus title.

Feng’s winning effort of 

69.12m – an improvement of 
more than three metres on her 
previous best – came on her 
first throw. Two-time world 
champion Sandra Perkovic of 
Croatia took silver with a best 
throw of 68.45m and Olym-
pic champion Valarie Allman 
of the US earned bronze with 
68.30m.

On a day of swelter-
ing heat, with temperatures 
reaching 33C (92F), the Hay-
ward Field track produced 
some red-hot times – notably 

in the women’s 400m hur-
dles semifinals, where Sydney 
McLaughlin, Dalilah Muham-
mad and Femke Bol put on a 
dazzling display of speed in 
each of their heats.

But it was in the last race of 
the day that Jeruto made her 
mark in spectacular fashion 
in the women’s steeplechase, 
an event that made its World 
Championship debut in 2005. 
Jeruto, the 2011 world U18 
champion and 2016 African 
champion, came into these 
championships with the world 
No.1 ranking, an undefeated 
record in 2022, and the sec-
ond-best performance on the 
world list this year.

Norah Jeruto cleared 
the last water jump, surged 
around the bend and acceler-
ated down the final straight.

No one could catch her. 
Timing her kick perfectly, 

Jeruto pulled away from her 
three challengers and cap-
tured gold in the women’s 
3000m steeplechase at the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 on Wednes-
day night (20).

It was a masterclass of con-
trolled running by the 26-year-
old Jeruto, who clocked a 
championship record and the 
third-fastest time in history to 
claim her first world title on 
day six of the championships 
at Eugene’s Hayward Field.

The Kenyan-born Jeruto 
also secured the first ever 
World Championships gold in 
any event for Kazakhstan, the 
country she has represented 
since the start of 2022.

Jeruto clocked 8:53.02, 
smashing the previous cham-
pionship record by more 
than four seconds. Ethiopia’s 
Werkuha Getachew took silver 

in a national record of 8:54.61 
and her compatriot Mekides 
Abebe grabbed bronze in a 
personal best 8:56.08.

It was the first steeple-
chase in history in which three 
women had finished inside 
nine minutes.

The day’s only other fi-
nal also produced a first-time 
champion, but this one was a 
surprise, as China’s Feng Bin 
uncorked the throw of her life 
to upstage the favourites and 
win the women’s discus title.

Feng’s winning effort of 
69.12m – an improvement of 
more than three metres on her 
previous best – came on her 
first throw. 

Two-time world champion 
Sandra Perkovic of Croatia 
took silver with a best throw 
of 68.45m and Olympic cham-
pion Valarie Allman of the US 
earned bronze with 68.30m.

On a day of swelter-
ing heat, with temperatures 
reaching 33C (92F), the Hay-
ward Field track produced 
some red-hot times – notably 
in the women’s 400m hur-
dles semifinals, where Sydney 
McLaughlin, Dalilah Muham-
mad and Femke Bol put on a 
dazzling display of speed in 
each of their heats.

But it was in the last race of 
the day that Jeruto made her 
mark in spectacular fashion 
in the women’s steeplechase, 
an event that made its World 
Championship debut in 2005. 
Jeruto, the 2011 world U18 
champion and 2016 African 
champion, came into these 
championships with the world 
No.1 ranking, an undefeated 
record in 2022, and the sec-
ond-best performance on the 
world list this year. 

 (World Athletics)

Norah Jeruto of Team Kazakhstan and Winfred Mutile Yavi of Team Bahrain compete in the women’s 3000m steeplechase final on day six of 
the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Kazakhstan’s Norah Jeruto celebrates after winning the women’s 3000m steeplechase final during the 
World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Gold Medalist Bin Feng of Team China poses following the women’s 
discus throw final at the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

 How can he not  
be there? He has just won 
Wimbledon, he is a great 
champion and he should 

be in the US Open.
I don’t agree with his 
decision not to get 

vaccinated, but I respect it.

John Enroe
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AL ARABI WIN FRIENDLY AT CAMP IN SPAIN 

Al Arabi defeated Deportivo Badajoz 2-1 in their fourth friendly match during the Spanish conditioning camp on Thursday as part of preparations for the new season, including the QNB Stars League which begins August 1. Al Arabi are also to play  
Al Rayyan in what would be the opening match at LusaiL Stadium, the FIFA World Cup 2022 final venue, on August 11. (TNN)

Mane and de Ligt on target as Bayern 
Munich score six post-Lewandowski

DPA
WASHINGTON 

SADIO Mane and Matthijs de 
Ligt were on target and the 
other newcomers also did well 
as Bayern Munich showed in 
a 6-2 victory over DC United 
on Wednesday night that they 
can also score after the depar-
ture of Robert Lewandowski.

Former Liverpool forward 
Mane converted an early pen-
alty against the Major League 
Soccer club, and de Ligt struck 
two minutes after coming on 
for the second half, the day af-
ter completing his move from 
Juventus.

“Both players have made 
a good start,” coach Julian 
Nagelsmann said in praise of 
the duo.

He added in the direction 
of Netherlands international 
de Ligt: “Matthijs scored a 
brilliant goal with his left foot. 
I saw his impressive passing 
with his left foot in training to-
day, and now this brilliant fin-
ish as well.” Mane’s first half 
attacking partner Serge Gna-
bry, Marcel Sabitzer, Joshua 
Zirkzee and Thomas Mül-
ler got the other goals for the 
10-time reigning Bundesliga 
champions in their first pre-
season game.

The half dozen goals were 
welcomed in the Munich camp 
and showed they still have 
plenty of firepower after top 

scorer Lewandowski left for 
Barcelona.

“After Lewy’s departure we 
have to spread the goals over 

several shoulders. And that 
went well,” Müller said.

Nagelsmann said: “I think 
we are dangerous enough to 

score many goals in the future 
... We tried to do a few things 
differently compared to the 
past season.” 

Müller’s goal was set up 
suberbly by midfielder Ryan 
Gravenberch who together 
with full back Noussair Maz-
raoui is also new at Bayern af-
ter their arrival from Ajax.

“Both have done really well, 
especially in training,” Nagels-
mann said, adding on Graven-
berch’s assist: “The final ball 
from Ryan was brilliant.” 

Gnabry praised the four 
newcomers as “top lads with 
top quality” and even though 
de Ligt only last half an hour 
he is expected back when Bay-
ern have a more serious test on 
Sunday in Green Bay against 
English champions Manches-
ter City.

Their first official match is 
next week Saturday’s German 
Super Cup against RB Leipzig, 
with the Bundesliga opener 
following six days later at Eu-
ropa League winners Eintra-
cht Frankfurt.

Another good showing 
Sunday could further boost 
Bayern who 12 months ago 
had failed to win any of their 
then four pre-season games.

“We won. I feel better than 
last year,” Nagelsmann said.

Matthijs de Ligt of Bayern Munich celebrates after scoring their side’s fourth goal during the pre-season 
friendly match between DC United and Bayern Munich at Audi Field in Washington, DC, on Wednesday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Sadio Mane of Bayern Munich (left) runs with the ball during the pre-
season friendly match between DC United and Bayern Munich at Audi 
Field in Washington, DC, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Lots of mileage: Mane 
on his way to African 

award in Morocco
DPA

WASHINGTON

Bayern Munich forward Sadio 
Mane has left his new team for 
a few days on a daunting dash 
from the United States to Mo-
rocco and back, for the African 
Footballer of the Year award.

Mané is a hot candidate to 
win the award a second time in 
Rabat on Thursday night after 
leading Senegal to the Africa 
Cup of Nations title in February.

The other candidates are 
Mohamed Salah from beaten 
finalists Egypt and Mane’s for-
mer team-mate at Liverpool, 
as well as Edouard Mendy of 
Senegal and Chelsea.

Mané won the award in 
2019, the last time it was be-
stowed.

“Sadio absolutely deserves 
to be named African Player of 

the Year for the second time,” 
Munich CEO Oliver Kahn said.

“He’s been one of the 
world’s top stars for a number 
of years, and is an excellent 
ambassador for his country 
and our sport not just because 
of his performances. All of us 
at FC Bayern have our fin-
gers crossed for Sadio for the 
award.” 

Mane scored in his first 
game for Munich Wednesday, 
a 6-2 pre-season win against 
DC United on Wednesday 
night.

He will have flown some 
25,000 kilometres within 
eight days: from Munich to 
Washington on Monday, now 
to Rabat and back to the US 
where Bayern play English 
champions Manchester City 
on Sunday, and then the re-
turn to Munich on Monday.

Osaka parts 
with coach 

Fissette after 
two and a 
half years

STATS PERFORM/DPA
ST PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

NAOMI Osaka has parted 
ways with coach Wim Fissette 
after two and a half years.  

Fissette announced the 
split from the four-time 
Grand Slam champion with 
a post on social media on 
Wednesday.  

Osaka won the US Open 
alongside Fissette in 2020 
and added the Australian 
Open title the following year, 
before taking two breaks 
from tennis to prioritise her 
mental health.  

“It has been a privilege to 
coach Naomi since 2019 and 
see her grow into the champi-
on she has become,” Fissette 
wrote on Instagram.  

“She has inspired a whole 
new generation to fall in love 
with the game & to speak up 
for what they believe in and 
it’s been incredible to play a 
part in that journey.  

“Thank you @naomiosa-
ka. I wish you all the best and 
(I am) looking forward to my 
next chapter.”  

Osaka has not played 
since her first-round loss to 
Amanda Anisimova at the 
French Open in May and sits 
38th in the world rankings.   

She is set to return to 
action in August, having ac-
cepted a wildcard into the 
Silicon Valley Classic in San 
Jose. 

Vingegaard closer to victory with Stage 18 win
STATS PERFORM/DPA

JONAS Vingegaard raced to 
victory on stage 18 of the Tour 
de France to extend his gen-
eral classification lead as Jum-
bo-Visma all but clinched the 
three main jerseys.

Vingegaard started the 
143.2-kilometre route be-
tween Lourdes and Hauta-
cam, the last mountain stage 
of Le Tour, with a lead of two 
minutes and 18 seconds over 
defending champion Tadej 
Pogacar.

But Jumbo-Visma star 
Vingegaard stretched that lead 
to three minutes and 26 sec-
onds on Thursday, with team-
mate Wout van Aert starring 
before allowing the Dane to 
take over in the final four kilo-
metres to triumph.

Numerous riders tried 
and failed to contest with 
the yellow jersey contenders 
throughout the climb, with 
a moment of sportsmanship 
between Pogacar and Ving-
egaard coming with 28 kilo-
metres to go.

Vingegaard almost 
crashed, but it was Pogacar 
who ended up falling in the de-
scent. The Dane then slowed in 
front to wait for the UAE Team 
Emirates rider before the pair 
shook hands and continued.

“I think he kind of missed 
the corner and then he went 
down into the gravel. The 
bike disappeared. I waited for 
him,” Vingegaard said of the 
incident after victory before 
dedicating the win to his team.

“It’s incredible. This morn-
ing, I said to my girlfriend and 
my daughter that I wanted to 
win for them and I did. This 
one is for my two girls back 
home.

“I was just happy that it 
finally ended. I am so really 
happy that I won the stage, but 
there are more days to come.

“Luckily, I have to thank all 
my team-mates. You see Wout 
van Aert dropped Pogacar in 
the end. Everyone was incred-
ible. They were all incredible.” 
Vingegaard 

Vingegaard was quick to 
quell talk of his potential yel-
low jersey victory, telling re-
porters: “I don’t want to talk 
about it. Let’s talk about it in 
two days.” But the 25-year-
old is on the verge of securing 
both the general classification 
(GC) and king of the moun-

tains titles, which would halt 
Pogacar’s search for history, 
while Van Aert comfortably 
leads the points classification.

Pogacar has been aiming 
to become the first rider since 
Richard Virenque to win the 
polka dot best climber’s jersey 
in three consecutive editions, 
and the second to win his first 
three Tour de France races 
after Eddy Merckx, who tri-
umphed in the GC on his first 
five attempts.
Stage Results
1. Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-Vis-
ma) 3:59:50 2. Tadej Pogacar 
(UAE Team Emirates) +1:04 3. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 

+2:10 4. Geraint Thomas (IN-
EOS Grenadiers) +2:54 5. David 
Gaudu (Groupama-FDJ) +2:58 
Classification Standings
General Classification: 1. Jonas 
Vingegaard (Jumbo-Visma) 
71:53:34 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) +3:26 3. Ger-
aint Thomas (INEOS Grenadiers) 
+8:00 Points Classification 1. 
Wout van Aert (Jumbo-Visma) 
451 2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE 
Team Emirates) 219 3. Jasper 
Philipsen (Alpecin-Deceuninck) 
196 King of the Mountains 
1. Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-
Visma) 72 2. Simon Geschke 
(Cofidis) 64 3. Giulio Ciccone 
(Trek-Segafredo) 6.

Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey celebrates as 
he cycles to the finish line to win the 18th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 143,2 
km between Lourdes and Hautacam in the Pyrenees mountains in southwestern France, on Thursday. (AFP)

Dortmund’s Adeyemi believes in 
dominant start despite no Haller

DPA
BAD RAGAZ (SWITZERLAND)

KARIM Adeyemi is upbeat 
that Borussia Dortmund can 
overcome the indefinite ab-
sence of fellow forward Se-
bastien Haller who has been 
diagnosed with a testicular 
tumour.

Adeyemi, like Haller new-
ly signed by Dortmund, said 
Thursday at their pre-season 
training camp in Switzerland 
that “we will try to continue 
playing football.

“Maybe with a different 
formation or with someone 
else in attack. In the end we 
have the quality to play with 
another striker,” Adeyemi 
said.

Haller was to take the place 
of Erling Haaland, who has 
moved on to Manchester City, 
after his arrival a few weeks 
ago from Ajax Amsterdam.

But he was on Monday di-
agnosed with the tumour after 
feeling unwell during train-
ing. He was to undergo further 
examinations but Dortmund 
have no further statements.

Germany winger Adeyemi 
said he doesn’t expect a stut-
tering start into the season 
over Haller’s absence.

Dortmund start next week 
Friday with a German Cup 
match at third-tier 1860 Mu-
nich and their first Bundesliga 

match is a week later against 
Bayer Leverkusen.

“I am looking forward 
to start into the season with 
such a great team. We want to 
start in dominant fashion and 
show the other teams how to 
defend,” said the 20-year-old 
who came to Dortmund from 
Salzburg.

“It is my role to create un-
rest with my speed.” Adeyemi 
also wants to do well in Dort-
mund in order to make the 
German squad. He made his 
national team debut last year 
but has only played five min-
utes in the recent four Nations 
League games.

“Karim must show a devel-
opment and take the next step 
at Dortmund,” Germany coach 
hansi Flick has said.

Karim Adeyemi.



New fans like football supporters, 
‘don’t know much’ about F1: Alonso

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

FERNANDO Alonso believes 
Formula One’s growing popu-
larity has led to a dwindling 
appreciation of drivers from 
past eras, claiming many new 
fans “don’t know much” about 
the sport.

Having raced in other cat-
egories at the Dakar Rally and 
the Indianapolis 500, the two-
time F1 champion made a stel-
lar return to the series in 2021, 
after relinquishing his seat 
with McLaren at the end of the 
2018 season.

The 40-year-old has 
showed no signs of slowing 
down in literal and figurative 
terms, currently sitting 10th 
in the drivers’ standings in a 
middling Alpine and match-
ing team-mate Esteban Ocon 
for pace.

Alonso believes that de-
spite his own quality as a rac-
er, he and other drivers have 
faced negative consequences 
from F1’s Netflix-fuelled influx 
of new fans.

“I think the perception 
from the outside or the feel-
ing towards me, has changed, 
from time to time,” he told The 
Race. 

“And in 2007 [the year af-
ter his second F1 title], maybe 
people had a perception of 
what I was as a driver or as a 
person.” 

He suggested that changed 

when he had a five-season 
spell at Ferrari from 2010 to 
2014.

“Now I think that the fans 
that we have now, there are 
new fans and in a way – and 

I don’t want to lack respect to 
them – but they don’t know 
much about Formula 1,” said 
Alonso.

“They just are more like 
a football kind of fan, where 

they just follow the results, 
whoever is winning does the 
best. And whoever is last is not 
Formula 1 level.

“They don’t understand 
much about car performance 

and the package that you need. 
So you are on more of a roll-
ercoaster kind of feeling, of 
perception, of what the people 
feel about you.” 

Alonso has been unfortu-

nate not to pick up a bigger 
haul of points in recent out-
ings, with a double stop in 
Austria arguably costing him a 
second straight top-five finish.

He did, however, concede 
his front-row position in the 
wet in Canada was significant 
in the context of his return and 
changing minds.

“It meant a lot because 
when you decide to come back, 
you need to put away a few 
things in life - family, friends 
again - and have full dedica-
tion for the job you do, travel-
ling, the physical aspect, the 
mental aspect, everything and 
the pressure that you feel in 
your shoulders,” he said.

“Because you are Fernando 
Alonso, and everyone will look 
at you if you are doing well.”

ICC
BELFAST

A maiden T20I fifty from Dane 
Cleaver, a terrific spell from 
Ish Sodhi and a hat-trick to-
wards the end from Michael 
Bracewell saw New Zealand 
beat Ireland by 88 runs in 
the second T20I in Belfast on 
Wednesday.

While Finn Allen was quick 
to get off the blocks, smashing 
the fourth ball of the innings 
for a six, and adding five more 
boundaries in the first four 
overs, Martin Guptill didn’t 
manage a single boundary in 
his 17-ball stay that lasted till 
the ninth over. 

At the end of the power-

play, New Zealand had 51 on 
board, largely due to Allen’s 
enterprising 20-ball 35, but 
the opener fell to Josh Little to 
give Ireland an opening.

In the absence of Kane 
Williamson, his cousin Dane 
Cleaver played a very similar 
role, settling in by making 23 
off his first 22 balls before go-
ing berserk. 

Cleaver found support 
from Glenn Phillips and Daryl 
Mitchell, but did the bulk of 
the hitting himself in the sec-
ond half. 

105 runs came off the last 
10 overs of the innings as 
Cleaver went on to make 55 off 
his last 33 balls. 

New Zealand set Ireland 

a target of 180, a total above 
which Ireland had success-
fully chased down only twice 
in their T20I history.

Paul Stirling began the 
run-chase with a third-ball 
six, but things went downhill 
for Ireland soon after. Lockie 
Ferguson, fresh off a brilliant 
performance in the last game, 
sent back Stirling while Ja-
cob Duffy removed Andrew 
Balbirnie and Gareth Delany. 
Harry Tector was run out in 
between the twin strikes to 
leave Ireland tottering at 41/4. 

This soon turned into 
54/7 as Ish Sodhi picked up 
three wickets in his first two 
overs. A late cameo from Mark 
Adair got Ireland closer to the 

three-figure mark, but Michael 
Bracewell had other plans.

Bracewell can do no wrong 
on this tour. The off-spinner 
came into the attack in the 
14th over and sent back Mark 
Adair, Barry McCarthy and 
Craig Young off successive de-
liveries to register a hat-trick. 
Bracewell became the third 
New Zealand men’s player to 
register a T20I hat-trick after 
Jacob Oram and Tim Southee. 

Ireland were bowled out 
for 91 as New Zealand com-
pleted an 88-run win.
Scores: New Zealand 179 for 4 
(Cleaver 78*, Little 2-31, Young 
2-34) beat Ireland 91 (Adair 27, 
Bracewell 3-5, Sodhi 3-21) by 
88 runs.

Hat-trick for Bracewell as Kiwis register big win over Ireland

Sri Lanka’s Theekshana and Pak’s 
Afridi ruled out of second Test

ICC
GALLE

SRI Lanka have been dealt 
with a blow ahead of the sec-
ond Test against Pakistan in 
Galle, with Maheesh Theek-
shana being ruled out.

The spinner has been re-
leased from the squad owing 
to a finger injury on his right 
hand. Theekshana returned 
with figures of 2/68 and 0/44 
in the first Test against Paki-
stan in Galle. Sri Lanka ended 
up losing the contest, with 
Pakistan mounting an incred-
ible chase, to win the contest 
by four wickets. The visitors 
chased down a target of 342. 

Theekshana has so far 
played two Test matches for 
Sri Lanka, scalping five wick-
ets. He will be replaced in the 

squad by 22-year old off-break 
bowler Lakshitha Manasinghe.

Manasinghe is yet to make 
his debut for Sri Lanka, but has 
an impressive record in first-
class cricket. He has picked up 
73 wickets in 17 matches. He is 
also a handy contributor with 
the bat, scoring 582 runs in 
those games.

The series will of vital 
importance for Sri Lanka, in 
terms of crucial World Test 
Championship points who 
have slipped to the sixth po-
sition. Pakistan, on the other 
hand, moved up to the No.3.

Meanwhile, Pakistan pacer 
Shaheen Afridi has also been 
ruled out of the second Test 
against Sri Lanka due to a 
knee injury. Afridi suffered an 
injury to his knee during day 
four of the first Test. 

Alpine’s Spanish driver Fernando Alonso (R) greets Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez during a press conference on the eve of the 
start of the Formula One French Grand Prix 2022, on the Circuit Paul Ricard in Le Castellet, southern France, on Thursday. (AFP)

I think that the fans that we 
have now, there are new 
fans and in a way – and I 
don’t want to lack respect 
to them – but they don’t 
know much about Formula 
1. They just are more like a 
football kind of fan, where 
they just follow the results, 
whoever is winning does the 
best. And whoever is last is 
not Formula 1 level.
Fernando Alonso

Vettel in Aston 
Martin contract 

talks, not  
pondering F1 

retirement
DPA

BERLIN 

FORMER world champion Se-
bastian Vettel is not consider-
ing ending his Formula One 
career after the season and has 
started talks with his Aston 
Martin team about a contract 
renewal.

“I am talking with the team 
and there is a clear intention 
to continue,” the 35-year-old 
said on Thursday ahead of the 
French Grand Prix weekend in 
Le Castellet.

“I said that talks would 
start at a certain stage,” which 
has now happened.

However, Vettel said he 
was yet to decide whether to 
continue at Aston Martin or 
move elsewhere, and at the 
same time dismissed sugges-
tions of a McLaren link.

“I know a few people there 
but it is only rumours,” he said.

Vettel won four straight 
world titles 2010-2013 with 
Red Bull while his last race 
win dates back to 2019 in his 
penultimate season at Ferrari.

He joined Aston Martin 
last year on a two-year con-
tract which expires after the 
current season, and the team 
is interested in a renewal.

Vettel is in another difficult 
season, missing the first two 
races with a coronavirus infec-
tion and his best result sixth 
in Azerbaijan as he is ranked 
a modest 14th with only three 
finishes in the points from 11 
races contested so far.

“We have an update which 
is so far not really working. 
We hope to have a few more 
answers this weekend,” said 
Vettel, adding the team’s aim 
is “to become more competi-
tive in midfield” of F1.

Aston Martin’s German driver 
Sebastian Vettel. 

Mick  
Schumacher 
eyes more  
F1 points

DPA
BERLIN 

MICK Schumacher wants 
more Formula One points at 
the French Grand Prix on Sun-
day which he is ready to con-
test despite a stomach bug that 
prevented him from attending 
a state prize ceremony for his 
father Michael Schumacher on 
Wednesday.

“Hopefully we can garner 
a few more points,” the Haas 
driver said on Thursday in ref-
erence to the Le Castellet race.

Schumacher, 23, claimed 
his first career points in eighth 
three weeks ago in Britain and 
then even came sixth a week 
later in Austria.

“I am happy for Mick. He 
had an unfortunate start. Now 
he has the results he deserves,” 
fellow German Sebastian Vet-
tel of Aston Martin said of 
Schumacher.

Making the top 10 the 
third straight GP is the clear 
aim now, and Schumacher 
said he is feeling better than 
Wednesday when the bug 
made him unable to attend the 
State Prize of North Rhine-
Westpahlia ceremony in Co-
logne where his father was 
honoured in his German home 
state for his racing career and 
social engagement.

His mother Corinna and 
sister Gina received the or-
der for the seven-time world 
champion Michael Schumach-
er who has not appeared in 
public since suffering severe 
head injuries in a skiing acci-
dent in December 2013.

“It was nice to see it. I am 
very proud of my father,” Mick 
Schumacher said.

Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi looks on during the third day of play of the 
first cricket Test against Sri Lanka at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Ailing Windies seek revival in 
form against new-look India

ICC
PORT OF SPAIN

Still reeling from the 3-0 loss 
against Bangladesh at home, 
West Indies do not have too 
much time to ponder as they 
welcome India for a three-
match ODI series at the 
Queen’s Park Oval.

The change in captain-
cy has not brought about a 
change in fortunes for West 
Indies, with the newly-ap-
pointed skipper Nicholas 
Pooran struggling for form 
both as a batter and captain. 
Since taking over the reins 
from Keiron Pollard in May, 
the wicketkeeper-batter has 
only three wins to show from 
nine ODIs, all of which came 
against the Netherlands. 

In the most recent series, 
West Indies were at the re-
ceiving end of a whitewash at 
home at the hands of Bangla-
desh. While West Indies will 
look for an all-round improve-
ment, it is their batting that 
will need to remediate – in the 
three games against the Ti-
gers, they failed to surpass the 
180-run mark.

With the series not fall-
ing under the banner of the 
ICC Cricket World Cup Super 
League, West Indies have an 
opportunity to play without 
the pressure of the standings, 

which could bring the best out 
of the young team.

India, on the other hand, 
have been in incredible form 
– beating reigning World 
Champions England 2-1 in the 
recently concluded ODI se-
ries. Though they have opted 
to rest several key players, in-
cluding captain Rohit Sharma, 
many of the squad that played 
against England have travelled 
to the Caribbean Islands for 
the ODI series.

In Rohit’s absence, Shi-

khar Dhawan is set to lead 
the young Indian side eager 
to make an impression in the 
run-up to the T20 World Cup 
and in the long-term, the 50-
over World Cup next year. 

Squads: 
West Indies: Nicholas Pooran 
(captain), Shamarh Brooks, 
Brandon King, Rovman Powell, 
Keacy Carty, Kyle Mayers, Jason 
Holder, Gudakesh Motie, Keemo 
Paul, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein, 
Alzarri Joseph, Jayden Seales.
India: Shikhar Dhawan (captain), 

Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, 
Deepak Hooda, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan, 
Sanju Samson, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Shardul Thakur, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, 
Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed 
Siraj, Arshdeep Singh.
Schedule:
All games will be played at 
Queen’s Park Oval in Port of 
Spain and will begin at 9:30am 
local time (4.30pm DST)
First ODI: 22 July; Second ODI: 
24 July; Third ODI: 27 July.

West Indies players during a traning session at the Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain, Trinindad and 
Tobago, on Thursday.

A hat-trick towards the end from Michael Bracewell saw New Zealand 
beat Ireland by 88 runs in the second T20I in Belfast on Wednesday.
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Tanzanian artiste mesmerizes Doha fans with electrifying performance

IKOLI VICTOR 
DOHA

TANZANIAN superstar artiste 
Rajab Kahali, better known as 
Harmonize, delivered an electri-
fying performance at the Max-
wide Event’s Afro Bongo concert 
at the Holiday Inn-Business 
Park Hotel in Doha, in the pres-
ence of Tanzanian Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Dr Mahadhi Juma 
Maalim. 

According to event organiser 
Maxwell Owino, the superstar 
and celebrity DJ Lyta’s perfor-
mance was the highlight of the 
concert, which was a test-run of 
the several entertainment events 
scheduled in the run-up to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Fans were anxious and im-
patient as they chanted his 
name several times before his 
stage performance, which was 
delayed. When he finally made 
it to the stage, the disappoint-
ment and anger faded as eve-
ryone became engrossed in the 
performance. The ballroom was 
packed with about a thousand 
people holding flashlights and 
singing and dancing along with 
Harmonize. 

The superstar performed for 
about 40 minutes to the delight 
and awe of the audience.

The event organiser Maxwell 
described the successful pro-
gramme as a watershed moment 
for his entertainment brand. 
“It was a successful event, and 

I am pleased that we set a new 
record. Over a thousand people 
attended the event. It was excel-
lent and well-organized, with 
excellent results from the start 
to finish. We were joined by spe-
cial guests from the Tanazanian 
Embassy as well as our partners 
and sponsors.”

Explaining why the Tanza-
nian superstar’s performance 
was delayed to the chagrin of 
fans, Maxwell said: “Harmo-
nize’s performance was delayed 
due to a new negotiation that 
we entered into as a result of the 
artist missing his flight, which 
impacted the financial policy of 
the contract.  As the organis-
ers, we wanted to amend it due 
to the charges we incurred for 

missing the flight, but he was 
unyielding.”

A visitor at the event, identi-
fied as Tina, said: “I enjoyed eve-
ry moment of the concert but for 
the late performance of Harmo-
nize which he apologized for.”

Another visitor, Mary, who 
described herself as a big fan of 
the Tanzanian superstar, said 
that performances like this are 
what people look forward to 
when they leave their homes 
for events. “All we want is good 
music, a fantastic location, and a 
good ambiance,” she added.

Speaking about the lessons 
he’s learnt from his biggest 
event to date, Maxwell said the 
concert taught him a lot about 
dealing with super artists, es-

pecially about taking care of de-
tails, travel documents amidst 
COVID-19 issues, and ensur-
ing artists get their documents 
ready from their home coun-
tries, which must be compliant 
with Qatar’s health standards.

Earlier in the day of the 
event, the Tanzanian singer paid 
a visit to his country’s embassy 
with his Bongo movie actress fi-
ancée Frida Kajala, who is also 
one of his managers, where he 
met Ambassador HE Dr. Maha-
dhi Juma Maalim.

The organiser stated that he 
was already working on some-
thing very big with a popular 
artist for October, which will get 
Doha residents in shape for the 
World Cup tournament.

Podcast in Arabic 
tells stories about 
Arab world’s most 
famous footballers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ARABIC-SPEAKING football 
fans around the world can 
now enjoy a series of inter-
views with former players 
and journalists from the re-
gion. The Fil Zawya 21 pod-
cast, hosted by Mohammed 
Saadon Al Kuwari, a well-
known sports journalist and 
Qatar Legacy Ambassador, 
allows listeners to learn more 
about the lives of some of the 
Arab world’s most famous 
footballers and media per-
sonalities.

“This podcast was a new 
experience for me on a per-
sonal level, one that enabled 
me to provide a platform for 
players and others who have 
played a critical role in suc-
cessfully raising the level of 
the game in the region, and 
discussing some of the chal-
lenges they faced in their 
journey as well,” said Al Ku-
wari.

The first season of the 
podcast featured interviews 
with former players such as 
Morocco’s Youssef Chippo 
and media personalities such 
as the well-known commen-
tator and host Ayman Jada.

“With the World Cup 
coming to the Arab world for 
the first time, we have always 
been committed to working 
with our Arabic-speaking 
Qatar Legacy Ambassadors 
to create content that is in-
spired by this historic mo-
ment. Having someone with 
the pedigree and skills of 
Mohammed Saadon Al Ku-
wari on our team means that 
we can create meaningful 
and engaging content like 

we see in Fil Zawya 21,” said 
Faisal Khalid, Ambassadors 
Programme Lead, Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy.

Former Algeria forward 
Rafik Safi and Tunisian leg-
ends Tarak Dhiab and Hatem 
Trabelsi have also appeared 
on the podcast. Along with 
football legends, the podcast 
featured famous on-screen 
personalities, many of whom 
have worked with Al Kuwari 
during his illustrious career, 
which has made him a house-
hold name throughout the 
Arab world.

“These conversations that 
we feature in the podcast will 
come across so naturally to 
audiences because I have 
worked and been friends with 
our guests for many years,” 
added Al Kuwari.

The Fil Zawya 21 pod-
cast is available on all ma-
jor podcasting platforms, as 
well as a video recording on 
YouTube.

Tanzania’s ambassador attended the concert and warmly welcomed the musician to the Tanzanian embassy in Doha

This podcast was a new 
experience for me on a 
personal level, one that 
enabled me to provide a 
platform for players and 
others who have played a 
critical role in success-
fully raising the level of 
the game in the region, 
and discussing some of 
the challenges they faced 
in their journey as well
Mohammed Saadon Al Kuwari

Qatari Forum for Authors seeks
to promote cultural movement

QNA
DOHA

THE Qatari Forum for Authors 
aims to introduce a number of 
new initiatives, programmes 
and activities that contribute 
to strengthening the cultural 
movement in the country.

In a statement to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), the new 
director-general of the Forum 
Dr Aisha Jassim Al Kuwari 
said the forum is going to 
build bridges of communica-

tion with various cultural in-
stitutions. A set of goals have 
been achieved for writers and 
authors, while their ambition 
is still extended to reach other 
goals and objectives that as-
pire to serve culture in Qatar 
and the Arab world.

She explained that the fo-
rum will work during the com-
ing period on the continuation 
of a set of initiatives that it is 
currently presenting, while 
new programmes and activi-
ties will be presented to keep 

pace with the writers’ aspira-
tions. She stressed that the 
writers will be a major focus 
and an essential partner of 
these initiatives.

Minister of Culture HE 
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad Al-Thani issued on 
Thursday a decision assigning 
Dr Aisha Jassim Al Kuwari to 
perform the duties of director-
general of the Qatari Forum for 
Authors. The Qatari Forum for 
Authors is affiliated to the Min-
istry of Culture. 

Human rights to take centre
stage of FIFA World Cup 2026

QNA
ZURICH

THE International Federation 
of Football Association (FIFA) 
confirmed that it has formally 
added new human rights re-
quirements that were devel-
oped in consultation with a 
wide range of stakeholders, 
and with the technical support 
of the Office of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. This is the first 
time this happens during the 
hosting bidding stage for an 
important sporting event such 
as the FIFA World Cup 2026.

Moreover, FIFA pub-
lished on its official website 
on Thursday a number of 
documents and reports that 
explain the procedures that 
the FIFA and the host cities 
must undertake during the 
hosting bidding stage, includ-
ing a qualitative assessment of 
human rights procedures, in 
addition to the application re-
ports of the hosting winner cit-
ies. It is worth mentioning that 
this evaluation is conducted by 
an independent body on be-
half of FIFA.

Furthermore, FIFA com-
mended the contribution of 
all stakeholders at the na-
tional level and the host cities 
level for the support they have 
shown to the Federation and 
the candidate cities during the 
selection phase.

According to the issued 

documents, the completion of 
the selection process will be 
followed by FIFA’s launching 
of the next set of obligatory 
human rights requirements 
and procedures to be met. In 
addition, FIFA will lead this 
process, with a greater inclu-
sion and engagement of stake-
holders for the purpose of 

developing a common frame-
work that host cities should 
implement.

Moreover, host countries 
and cities are required to abide 
by their obligations under the 
UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights, 
among others, as part of the 
hosting bid process and fol-

low it with developing relevant 
strategies to that end.

In addition, FIFA stressed 
that because it is committed to 
ensuring that the tournament 
leaves a positive and lasting 
legacy, it has given the topic of 
human rights a lot of attention 
since the beginning.

It is worth mentioning that 

on June 16, the football fed-
eration announced the cities 
and stadiums to host the FIFA 
World Cup 2026, which will be 
held in three countries: Cana-
da, the US and Mexico.

Furthermore, the tourna-
ment will take place in the fol-
lowing cities: Atlanta, Boston, 
Dallas, Guadalajara, Houston, 
Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
Mexico City, Miami, Monter-
rey, New York/New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco 
Bay Area, Seattle, Toronto, 
and Vancouver.

In fact, the topic of human 
rights has featured a lot over 
the past two years during the 
selection process for the host 
cities. Moreover, FIFA re-
quests the candidate host cit-
ies to work with the relevant 
local authorities in order to 
develop detailed plans in rela-
tion to human rights.

FIFA published on its offi-
cial website on Thursday a 
number of documents and 
reports that explain the 
procedures that the FIFA 
and the host cities must 
undertake during the host-
ing bidding stage, including 
a qualitative assessment of 
human rights procedures, 
in addition to the applica-
tion reports of the hosting 
winner cities


