
THE head of the athletics world championships’ official mascot Legend the Bigfoot has become the subject of a police matter after it was 
stolen. Police were called to Eugene’s Hayward Field after Legend’s yellow head went missing and a number of videos and photographs 
surfaced on social media showing people wearing it. A spokesperson f rom Oregon 2022, the championship organisers, said: “This is now 
a police matter, and we won’t have further comments at this time.” 
 The mascot – a big yellow, furry, mythical creature – was chosen for the 2022 World Championships because of legend in this part of the 
United States. It was said that a mysterious creature roamed the region and it became known as Bigfoot. Legend’s replacement head was 
used at the Eugene venue on Tuesday after the original went missing. (PA Media/DPA)

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS’ OFFICIAL MASCOT LEGEND THE BIGFOOT’S HEAD STOLEN

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022

Formula One 
great Michael 
Schumacher 
honoured with 
German  
state prize 
PAGE 14

QATAR’S AL ATTIYAH, AL KUWARI FOR 2022 BAJA SPAIN ARAGON RALLY 

Qatar’s ace rally driver Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah along with his French Co-driver Mathieu Baumel (left) will be taking part in the 2022 Baja Spain Aragon Rally. The fourth round of the FIA World Cup for Cross-Country Bajas has attracted a bumper 92-car 
FIA entry and will take place in the blistering heat of the Aragón region of central Spain this weekend. In the T4 category of the Baja Spain Aragon, Qatar’s Nasser Saadoun Al Kuwari (right) will co-drive along with Kuwaiti Meshari Al Thefiri. (TNN)

Brazilian Santos corners 400m 
hurdles glory with c’ship record

KAREN ROSEN 
EUGENE (USA)

EDWIN Moses had no equal 
in the men’s 400m hurdles for 
more than a decade and now 
he’s at the top of his game as a 
prognosticator.

While Norway’s Karsten 
Warholm and Rai Benjamin 
of the US had dominated the 
event in recent years, Moses 
had his eye on Brazil’s Alison 
Dos Santos going into the 
400m hurdles final on Tues-
day (19) at the World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22.

On a day with a major upset 
by Great Britain’s Jake Wight-
man in the men’s 1500m, a mi-
nor upset by Australia’s Elea-
nor Patterson in the women’s 
high jump, Sweden’s Daniel 
Stahl failing to make the men’s 
discus podium and a cramp 
taking US star Fred Kerley out 
of the men’s 200m, the 400m 
hurdles unfolded exactly as 
Moses predicted.

“It’s a three-man race, es-
sentially,” said Moses, who 
won two Olympic and two 
world gold medals and held the 
world record for 16 years. “Dos 
Santos’ technique is a lot more 
efficient over the hurdles, and 
obviously he’s got the speed.”

Dos Santos, the Olympic 
bronze medallist, came into 
Hayward Field as world leader 
and clocked the fastest time in 
the semifinals.

However, the others had 
better credentials: Warholm 
was the reigning Olympic and 
world champion and world 
record-holder while Benjamin 
earned Olympic and world sil-
ver medals and is the second-
fastest man in history.

Benjamin started in lane 
three, Warholm in four and 
Dos Santos in six.

“Dos Santos had a good 
lane; he didn’t have to worry, 
he ran his race,” Moses said. 
“Warholm was watching Dos 
Santos. Benjamin got caught 
sleeping. By the time he tried 
to pull it off, it was too late.”

Dos Santos became the 
first man from Brazil to win 
a world title, doing so with a 
time of 46.29, a South Ameri-
can record and the fastest 
performance on US soil. He 
shattered the 29-year-old 
championship record of 47.18 
set by Kevin Young in 1993.

Benjamin took home his 
second straight world silver 
medal – and third straight 
silver in a global final – with 
a season’s best of 46.89. War-
holm, who picked up a ham-

string injury in Rabat in June 
and had not completed a race 
in 10 months before arriving 
in Eugene, faded badly on the 
homestretch to place seventh 
in 48.42.

Trevor Bassitt of the US 
was the surprise bronze med-
allist with a PB of 47.39, edg-
ing France’s Wilfried Happio, 
who clocked a PB of 47.41.

Dos Santos said he felt the 

love of the crowd and people 
were hugging him. “When you 
win, you start being everyone’s 
favourite,” he said.

And not just Moses’.
Through eight hurdles, 

Dos Santos held a slight 
lead over Warholm and then 
dropped him.

“I had an injury,” Warholm 
said, “but to me it’s always 
your fight and giving your all 
and leaving it all on the track. 
I felt I did that. I hope look-
ing back I’ll feel proud of that 
even though I prefer to take a 
medal.”

Benjamin said he chopped 
a few hurdles, “and my race 
plan went out the window,” he 
said, “but when I heard ‘USA, 
USA,’ I ran as fast as I could to 
keep my second place.”

Moses won 122 straight 
races – including 107 finals – 
from 1977 to 1987.

The prospect of watching 
the three hurdlers push each 
other in the future makes him 
feel wistful about their rivalry.

“I wish,” Moses said, “I 
would have had one when I 
was running.” (World Athletics)

Brazil’s Alison Dos Santos celebrates after winning the men’s 400m hurdles final at the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Brazil’s Alison Dos Santos (C) competes in the men’s 400m hurdles final on Tuesday. (AFP)

Kristjan Ceh of Team Slovenia competes in the men’s discus throw 
final on day five of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Tuesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Slovenia’s Kristjan Ceh celebrates after his record show on Tuesday. (AFP)

Ceh breaks record 
to win discus title

JON MULKEEN
EUGENE (USA)

WHAT a difference a few years 
can make!

When Kristjan Ceh made 
his World Championships de-
but in Doha three years ago, 
he finished 31st of 32 competi-
tors in qualifying, well short of 
making the final.

Fast forward to 2022 and 
the Slovenian giant, on Tuesday, 
won the world discus title with a 
championship record of 71.13m.

He started as the favourite, 
having won 13 of his 14 com-
petitions this year, three of 
which were beyond 70 metres. 
But he was also up against one 
of the strongest ever fields in a 
World Championships discus 
final and was taking on Olym-
pic champion Daniel Stahl, the 
one man who has beaten Ceh 
this year and who last month 
threw a world-leading 71.47m.

But it was another win-
ner of a past global title, 2017 
world champion Andrius Gud-
zius, who took an early lead 
in the final. The Lithuanian 
set out his stall with a 67.31m 
throw, overtaking the 66.64m 
set by his younger compatriot 
Mykolas Alekna. Stahl opened 
with 66.59m and Ceh landed 
his discus at 65.27m.

Ceh found better rhythm 
in round two, sending his im-
plement out to 69.02m to take 
a comfortable lead. Alekna re-
sponded with 67.87m to move 
into second place ahead of 
Gudzius. Olympic silver medal-
list Simon Pettersson of Swe-
den also made an impression in 
round two, throwing 67.00m.

But it was in the third round 
where Ceh blew the competi-
tion apart, his discus landing 
way beyond the 70-metre line. 
Just moments later the dis-
tance was confirmed at 71.13m 
– an improvement of almost 
a metre on the championship 
record of 70.17m set by Virgili-
jus Alekna, father of Mykolas, 
back in 2005.

Earlier in the round, Stahl’s 
discus landed close to the 
70-metre line and the distance 
flashed up as 69.16m, but it was 
soon ruled to be a foul throw.

The Lithuanian duo 
hit back in the next round, 
teenager Alekna throwing 
69.27m and Gudzius manag-
ing 67.55m, but they contin-
ued to trail Ceh. Stahl, mean-
while, produced his best of the 
night in round five, throwing 
67.10m, but it was 45 centime-
tres shy of a podium placing.

No one in the top five im-
proved in the final round. Aus-
tralia’s Matthew Denny and 
Romania’s Alin Firfirica saved 
their best til last, throwing 
66.47m and 65.57m respec-
tively for sixth and seventh 
place. Alex Rose was close 
behind, also with 65.57m, 
achieving Samoa’s first top-
eight finish in any event at the 
World Championships.

For the first time ever in a 
World Championships final, 
five men threw 67 metres or 
farther. Best marks-for-place 
were set by the athletes in 
sixth (Denny, 66.47m), eighth 
(Rose, 65.57m), ninth (Fe-
drick Dacres, 64.85m) and 
10th (Lukas Weisshaidinger, 
63.98m). (World Athletics)

The World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 mascot Legend.
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PSG PREVAIL 2-1 OVER KAWASAKI FRONTALE Lewandowski’s Barcelona  
deal confirmed for $51mn
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

BARCELONA have confirmed 
the final agreement to sign 
Robert Lewandowski from 
Bayern Munich for €50 million 
($51 million), including add-
ons, on a four-year contract.

The Poland international 
travelled to Miami to meet his 
new team-mates on Sunday, 
the day after Barca confirmed 
they had struck an agreement 
in principle with Bayern.

Lewandowski subsequent-
ly passed his medical, with 
Bayern “officially” announcing 
his departure on Tuesday.

Barca soon confirmed the 
transfer details for the talis-
manic striker, who will have a 
€500m buyout clause.

The 33-year-old scored 50 
goals across all competitions 
last season, the most across 
Europe’s top five leagues, as 
Bayern lifted their 10th Bun-
desliga title in a row.

Lewandowski broke Gerd 
Muller’s long-standing Bun-
desliga record by scoring 41 
goals in a single season in the 
2020-21 campaign, while his 
43 league goals in 2021 serve 
as the record for a calendar 
year in Germany’s top tier.

The forward’s 312 Bundes-

liga goals are the second-most 
scored by any player in com-
petition’s history, behind Mul-
ler (365), while he leaves Bayern 
having accumulated 344 goals 
and 57 assists across 375 ap-
pearances in all competitions.

Though Julian Nagels-
mann was reluctant to let 
Lewandowski leave, he sug-

gested Bayern’s game plan will 
become more “unpredictable” 
after his departure.

“When someone like Rob-
ert plays up front, you play 
more crosses,” he told report-
ers on Bayern’s pre-season 
tour in the United States. 

“The way we’re going to 
play will change. It’s a new 

Bayern Munich.
“It will be a challenge - and 

I like challenges. It’s good for 
everyone, we have to find new 
ways and be creative.

“In the past it might have 
been easier for the opponent 
to prepare for our game. Now 
we’re going to be even more 
unpredictable.”

Polish football player Robert Lewandowski, speaks during a press conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
on Wednesday, as he is introduced as club Barcelona’s newest player. (AFP)

In the first outing of their Japanese tour, Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) ran out 2-1 winners against a val-
iant Kawasaki Frontale side in Tokyo on Wednesday, thus confirming the good first impressions set by 
coach Christophe Galtier’s team. After two quickfire efforts from Kylian Mbappe (27’), several chances 
for Neymar Jr and Leo Messi (31’) and one masterclass from the home side’s ‘keeper to deny PSG strik-
ers, it was eventually the Argentine who managed to beat the Japanese goalie through sheer persever-
ance, with a deflected strike coming at the end of a lovely move initiated by Mbappé (0-1, 31’). Substi-
tute Arnaud Kalimuendo, who finished off a routine move, to score the second goal for the visitors (2-0, 
59’). The final half-hour gave rise to a handful of chances, and the hosts eventually reduced the deficit 
through a Kazuya Yamamura header (1-2, 85’). PSG’s second game of the Japanese tour will be against 
Urawa Red Diamonds on Saturday. (TNN)

Dybala signs three-year deal with Roma
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

PAULO Dybala has signed 
a three-year deal with Jose 
Mourinho’s Roma after leav-
ing Juventus at the end of his 
contract.

The Argentinian forward, 
who won the Serie A title five 
times and the Coppa Italia on 
four occasions with Juve, has 
committed to the capital club 
until June 30 2025.

“The days that have led up 
to me signing this contract have 
been filled with so many emo-
tions,” Dybala told asroma.com. 

“The speed and determina-
tion with which Roma dem-
onstrated just how much they 

wanted me made all the differ-
ence. I am joining a team that 
is on the up, a club that con-
tinues to put in place strong 
foundations for the future, and 
a coach, Jose Mourinho, who it 
will be a privilege to work with.

“As an opponent I have al-
ways admired the atmosphere 
created by the Roma fans - I 
now cannot wait for the chance 
to salute them while wearing 
this shirt.” 

Dybala - long linked with 
a potential switch to the Pre-
mier League and clubs includ-
ing Manchester United and 
Tottenham – scored 115 goals 
for Juve after moving to Turin 
from Palermo in the summer 
of 2015.

Surprise women’s high jump gold for Patterson
ELIAS ESQUIVEL

EUGENE (USA)

UKRAINE’S Yaroslava Mahu-
chikh had one last attempt at 
2.04m in the women’s high 
jump final on Tuesday night 
at the World Athletics Cham-
pionships Oregon22. If she 
cleared it, she would be in the 
gold position. If not, Austral-
ia’s Eleanor Patterson would 
be crowned world champion.

Mahuchikh began her ap-
proach. She leaped off her leg, 
cleared the bar, but clipped it 
with her feet on the way down. 
She lay on the mat, with her 
hands on her face, as the crowd 
released a collective groan.

At the same time, Patter-
son was tying her shoes, with 

the slightest smile on her face. 
The gold medal was hers.

She won the title by clear-
ing 2.02m on her first attempt, 
setting a personal best. 

Her mark also equalled the 

Oceanian record set last year 
by fellow Australian Nicola 
Olyslagers. Mahuchikh cleared 
the same height but settled for 
silver, after clearing the mark 
on her second attempt. Italy’s 

Elena Vallortigara earned 
bronze with a season’s best of 
2.00m.

“I knew I could bring a big 
performance,” said Patterson. 
“I have not competed much, 
but to come here tonight, see-
ing all these phenomenal ath-
letes doing so well, I am just so 
humbled. I just could not be-
lieve I am the champion.”

By the time the bar was 
raised to 1.98m, only eight 
women remained. Kazakh-
stan’s Nadezhda Dubovitskaya 
and Estonia’s Karmen Bruus 
struggled on all their attempts 
and were eliminated, although 
Bruus did tie the world U18 
best of 1.96m. Mahuchikh and 
Iryna Gerashchenko cleared 
the bar with ease, as did Val-

lortigara. Olyslagers failed to 
clear the mark, but her com-
patriot Patterson did. Uzbeki-
stan’s Safina Sadullayeva gam-
bled, opting to skip the height 
after failing her first attempt.

It didn’t quite work out. 
Sadullayeva brought down 
the bar on her two attempts 
at 2.00m. Vallortigara cleared 
the bar on her first attempt, 
the Italian continuing to hold 
the lead. Patterson and Mahu-
chikh cleared it their second 
attempts Moments later, Ger-
ashchenko cleared it as well, 
setting a personal best.

Patterson cleared 2.02m 
as the crowd unleashed a roar. 

Both Patterson and Mahu-
chikh failed all three attempts 
at 2.04m. (World Athletics)

Australia’s Eleanor Patterson competes in the women’s high jump 
final during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon on Tuesday. (AFP)

Whirlwind 1500m worlds win for Wightman
AGENCIES
EUGENE (USA)

BRITAIN’S Jake Wightman stunned 
the Olympic champion, the defending 
world champion and himself at the 
World Athletics Championships Or-
egon22 on Tuesday (19), running the 
race of his life to take the 1500m title.

Winding up to a world-leading PB 
of 3:29.23, the 28-year-old European 
and Commonwealth bronze medal-
list left Jakob Ingebrigtsen with no 
response as he surged down the home 
straight, eyes fixed firmly ahead. As 
the finish line neared, the Briton first 
raised his arms wide and then threw 
his hands to his head in disbelief, Nor-
way’s Olympic champion Ingebrigt-
sen following him home in 3:29.47 
and Spain’s Mohamed Katir coming 
through for bronze in 3:29.90.

“That’s my son,” came the voice over 

the loudspeaker, the race having been 
called by in-stadium announcer Geoff 
Wightman – father and coach of the 
winner, “and he’s the world champion.”

Left disappointed after a 10th-place 
finish at the Olympic Games in Tokyo, 

Jake Wightman went back to work. He 
focused on building his strength over 
the winter, returning to some cross 
country racing and doing over-distance 
work as he refocused on Oregon.

Achieving his aim of staying under 
the radar through the rounds, he took 
his place on the Hayward Field start 
line with Ingebrigtsen to his left and 
Katir to his right. 

Kenya’s Abel Kipsang, who had the 
season’s quickest time going into the 
race, went straight to the front and led 
from Ingebrigtsen and Kenya’s defend-
ing champion Timothy Cheruiyot, with 
Wightman sitting in behind them. 

Ingebrigtsen, who broke the world 
indoor 1500m record with 3:30.60 in 
February, moved to the front with two 
laps to go, with Kipsang and Cheruiyot 
on his shoulder and Wightman track-
ing their every move.

At the bell it was Ingebrigtsen 

from Cheruiyot and Wightman, with 
Kipsang running wide on his shoul-
der. Judging the race to perfection, 
the Briton first surged past Cheruiyot, 
moving into the lead ahead of Inge-
brigtsen with just over 200m to go.

As he left the bend, the anticipated 
kick from Ingebrigtsen never came. 
Glancing over his shoulder, the Norwe-
gian looked like he knew he was beaten 
and settled for silver, followed by Katir 
and his Spanish teammate Mario Gar-
cia, running a PB of 3:30.20 for fourth.

Wightman’s British compatriot 
Josh Kerr – the Olympic 1500m bronze 
medallist – finished fifth in 3:30.60, 
just ahead of Cheruiyot (3:30.69) and 
Kipsang (3:31.21).

“It probably won’t sink in until I 
have retired,” said Wightman, who  
has run 1:44.18 for 800m and clocked  
a 3000m PB of 7:37.81 indoors in  
February. (World Athletics)

Britain’s Jake Wightman reacts after win-
ning the men’s 1500m final during the 
World Athletics Championships at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Bayern Munich spending 
spree puts more pressure 

on Nagelsmann
DPA

WASHINGTON

COACH Julian Nagelsmann 
has said he knows that Bayern 
Munich’s €120 million ($122 
million) summer spending 
spree will put even more pres-
sure on him to deliver in the 
upcoming season.

Bayern won a 10th straight 
Bundesliga title in Nagels-
mann’s debut season but went 
out in the second round of the 
German Cup and in the Cham-
pions League quarter-finals.

The team was inconsistent 
especially in the second half 
of that campaign, and Nagels-
mann knows that this has to be 
addressed. But while losing star 
striker Robert Lewandowski to 
Barcelona they have also spent 
big to get Matthijs de Ligt, Sa-
dio Mané, Ryan Gravenberch 
and Noussair Mazraoui.

“When you spend a lot of 
money on new players then the 
pressure becomes a bit bigger 
than last season,” Nagelsmann 
said on Tuesday night during 
Bayern’s United States tour.

“But as Bayern Munich 
coach you always have pres-
sure. I can deal with it.” 

Bayern’s transfer activities 
may not be finished yet as they 
are also after RB Leipzig’s Kon-
rad Laimer and Stade Rennes 
teen-aged forward Mathys Tel.

“The market is still open 
for a while and we will see 
what is possible. And will 
surely do a good job until the 
end,” Nagelsmann said.

Nagelsmann added that 
“things should be better than 
last season” as he pledged 
not to change the game plan 

as often as last term, and that 
Bayern should play their own 
game and not react to what the 
opponent does.

The coach, who turns 35 
on Saturday, also admitted 
that he needs to talk even more 
with his players. “When you 
train world class players the 
relationship level is crucial so 
that every player feels comfort-
able, valued, treated fairly and 
gets the necessary number of 
talks,” Nagelsmann said.

Bayern CEO Oliver Kahn 
has said that “every Bayern 
coach needs success or it be-
comes difficult” but added that 
they are convinced of Nagels-
mann and were aware that 
there would be difficult stages 
with such a young coach.

Things won’t be any easier 
now that Lewandowski has left 
but Nagelsmann is ready for 
the season Munich officially 
start with the German Super 
Cup July 30 against RB Leipzig, 
six days before their Bundesliga 
opener at Europa League win-
ners Eintracht Frankfurt.

“It is a new Bayern Mu-
nich. It will be a challenge and 
I like challenges. It is good for 
everyone,” Nagelsmann said.

Bayern Munich’s headcoach 
Julian Nagelsmann. (AFP)

AJAX have signed Calvin Bassey from Rangers for a fee of €23 million ($23.5 million) that could rise 
to €26.5 million with add-ons. The 22-year-old defender is likely to be the replacement for Lisandro 
Martinez, who is close to sealing a move to Manchester United to be reunited with former boss Erik 
ten Hag. Bassey has signed a five-year-deal at the Johan Cruyff Arena, and the Eredivisie champions 
confirmed on Wednesday he has already joined his new team-mates in Austria at their pre-season train-
ing camp. Though born in Italy, Bassey is a Nigeria international, and became a regular at Rangers last 
season as he starred in their run to the Europa League final, dispatching the likes of Borussia Dort-
mund, Braga and RB Leipzig along the way. (STATS Perform/dpa)

Ajax move to replace Martinez by signing Bassey from Rangers
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DPA
BERLIN 

FORMULA One great Michael 
Schumacher received the pres-
tigious State Prize from his 
German home state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) on 
Wednesday.

With the 53-year-old 
seven-time world champion 
shielded from the public eye 
since a severe skiing accident 
in December 2013, his wife 
Corinna and daughter Gina re-
ceived the prize at the ceremo-
ny in Cologne’s Motorworld.

Son Mick, also an F1 driv-
er, missed the ceremony be-
cause he was feeling unwell.

“In Michael Schumacher 
we are honouring a man today 
who not only stands out for his 
sporting achievements. But 
above all, we pay tribute to Mi-
chael Schumacher beyond rac-
ing and the spotlight,” NRW 
premier Hendrik Wüst said.

Wüst praised Schumacher 
as a person “who has a big 
heart and for whom it was im-
portant to think about others,” 
highlighting donations from 
Schumacher and his family for 
victims of the 2004 tsunami in 
Asia and last year’s floodings in 
NRW and surrounding areas.

Jean Todt, Schumacher’s 
long time team principal at 
Ferrari and ex-president of the 
world governing body FIA, de-

livered the laudatory speech for 
the driver who grew up in Ker-
pen near Cologne before moving 
to Switzerland with his family.

“Through his wins and 
success he rose from humble 
conditions to a true citizen of 
the world who worked closely 
with people from many differ-
ent cultures,” Todt said.

“But he never forgot where 
his roots were – about 30 kilo-
meters from here – and he al-
ways remained grounded.

“I’m proud to call Mi-
chael my friend, and I’m just 
as proud to have a very close 
friendship with his fam-
ily,” said the Frenchman Todt, 
naming the Schumachers “an 
inspiration for many people.” 

Todt, who is among very 
few people with access to Schu-
macher, added: “Of course we 
all wish that he could accept the 
honour in person. We’re miss-
ing him here, and we’re not only 
missing him on days like today.”

In Michael Schumacher we 
are honouring a man today 
who not only stands out for 
his sporting achievements. 
But above all, we pay tribute 
to Michael Schumacher 
beyond racing and the 
spotlight.
NRW premier Hendrik Wüs
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India should stick 
with Kohli for T20 

World Cup: Ponting
ICC

AUSTRALIA great Ricky Pont-
ing has used the latest episode 
of The ICC Review to analyse Vi-
rat Kohli’s recent form, predict 
what the future holds for the 
star batter and share his view 
on what India’s batting line-up 
should be like during the up-
coming ICC T20 World Cup.

While Kohli struggled for 
runs during this year’s IPL and 
hasn’t made a century for his 
country in any format for almost 
three years, Ponting believes the 
33-year-old is worth persisting 
with.

Ponting said the upside for 
India should they stick with 
Kohli will be far greater than if 
they omit the right-hander from 
their squad for the ICC T20 
World Cup in Australia later this 
year.

Ponting, who captained 
Australia to two World Cup tri-
umphs in 2003 and 2007, said 
Kohli still had the ability to have 
a meaningful impact.

“I think if I was an opposi-
tion captain or an opposition 
player, I will be fearing playing 
an Indian team that has Virat 
Kohli in it, more than I would be 
one that doesn’t have him in it,” 
Ponting noted.

“I know there have been 
some challenges for him, it’s 
been a difficult time. But every 
great player that I have seen in 
this game has been through it 
at some stage, whether that’s a 
batsman or a bowler, they have 
all been through it.

“And somehow, the best 
(players) find a way to rebound 
and respond, and it’s only a 
matter of time before Virat does 
that.”

Ponting thinks if India do 
decide to omit Kohli for the T20 
World Cup in Australia then 
there might be no way back for 
him. “If you leave Virat out of 
the eve of the World Cup, and 
someone comes in and has a 
reasonable tournament, it will 
be hard for Virat to get back in 
it,” Ponting said.

“If I was India, I will keep 
pushing with him, because I 
know the upside. If they actu-
ally get him back confident and 
playing as well as he can, that 
upside is better than most. If I 
was a captain or a coach around 
the Indian set up, I will be mak-
ing life for him as comfortable as 
possible, and just wait for him to 
flick the switch and start scoring 

runs again.”
Ponting suggested selectors 

must find a spot for Kohli in 
India’s top-order and commit 
to leaving the champion batter 
there for the entirety of the T20 
World Cup, with the hope he 
finds his best form during the 
knockout stages of the tourna-
ment.

“Early in the tournament, 
for a first-round game, (it’s im-
portant to) get him in nice and 
early, among the runs, and then 
hopefully by the end of the tour-
nament you’ll have Virat Kohli 
back at his best,” Ponting said.

“That’s the way I would look 
at it. I wouldn’t think about 
holding him back at the start 
of the tournament, with the 
thought that you might be able 
to bring him back towards the 
back end and have him peak. 
Tournament play isn’t like that.

“You need to work your way 
into the tournament, get some 
runs under your belt, and get 
some confidence and then be 
playing your best cricket at the 
back end.”

Ponting believes Kohli’s best 
performances for his country 
have come when he has been 
settled both on and off the field, 
and the former Australia skip-
per thinks India’s coaching hier-
archy needs to try and instill that 
belief back in their star player as 
soon as possible.

“You still got to find the best 
balance for the team. You can’t 
just make the team all about one 
person,” Ponting noted.

“They probably should be 
trying to find new ways to get 
him back into the form and help 
him out. That (moving him up 
the order) quite often comes at 
the expense of someone else as 
well, you are moving someone 
else around trying to find a spot 
for Virat. He has opened the bat-
ting, he’s batted at No.3 in the 
IPL in the last couple of years 
and done the same for India.

“Moving him around will 
make him feel that people are 
worried about him, and he will 
be more unsettled.

“I will be going the other 
way. I’ll be telling him, ‘This is 
your spot, this is where you’re 
batting, it’s not going to change. 
Keep believing in yourself, keep 
putting in the hard work, keep 
believing what made you the 
best player in the world for a 
number of years – get back to 
those thoughts and the runs 
will come’.”

Shafique the star in Pak’s 
win with record chase

ICC
GALLE

ABDULLAH Shafique starred 
with a sensational 160* as he 
guided Pakistan to a record 
victory over Sri Lanka at the 
Galle International Cricket 
Stadium on Wednesday.

Pakistan resumed Day 5 
on 222/3, requiring 120 runs 
to record the highest success-
ful run chase (in Tests) at the 
Galle International Stadium 
while Sri Lanka needed seven 
wickets. 

The first half an hour of ac-
tion was filled with a few close 
calls, beautiful bowling and 
the hosts losing both of their 
remaining reviews. 

First, a slider from Pra-
bath Jayasuriya struck centu-
rion Abdullah Shafique on the 
back-pad, with umpire Kumar 
Dharmasena signalling the 
bowler about the height. How-
ever, with the game at a crucial 
stage and Shafique’s prized 
wicket at stake, Sri Lanka went 
for the review. 

Shafique survived the LBW 
scare after the replays showed 
the ball had bounced over and 
was missing the wickets. 

A few overs later, Jayas-
uriya once again bowled a 
beauty – drifting the ball in 
and using the bounce to spin 
it away. Mohammad Rizwan 
attempted a forward defence 

and the ball looked very close 
to the bat. 

Sri Lanka players ap-
pealed, sounding positive for 
a caught-behind dismissal 
but the umpire was unper-
turbed. Sri Lanka used their 
last review, but the UltraEdge 
showed a flatline with no sign 
of the ball coming in contact 
with the bat. Rizwan survived; 
Sri Lanka were left stranded 
with no reviews. 

The previous highest suc-
cessful fourth-innings chase 
in Galle was 268 by Sri Lanka 
versus New Zealand in 2019. 
This was the first time a team 
completed a target of over 300 
at the venue. 

Shafique found a reliable 
partner in Rizwan as they both 
batted with caution, taking 
their side close to victory. In the 
first hour, they added 48 runs, 
with only 72 more needed. 

Jayasuriya finally claimed 
a wicket when he had Rizwan 

trapped in front. Pakistan re-
viewed the decision but it went 
Sri Lanka’s way, with Rizwan 
walking back for a solid 74-
ball 40. 

The spinner struck on the 
stroke of lunch with Agha Sal-
man’s scalp as Pakistan fin-
ished the morning session on 
298/5. The visitors lost an-
other wicket shortly after the 
break, with Hasan Ali getting 
caught in the deep.

But victory was on the 
cards for Pakistan, and 
Shafique with his sensational 
160* – his highest innings 
score in Tests – made sure to 
bat through till the end to help 
his side seal a record chase. 

With the knock, Shafique 
climbed to No.4 on the all-
time list of most runs scored 
after six Test matches. 

His 720 runs puts him 
behind Sunil Gavaskar (912), 
Sir Don Bradman (862) and 
George Headley (730).

Pakistan’s Abdullah Shafique celebrates after guiding Pakistan to victory 
with a brilliant 160 not out on the final day of the first Test against Sri 
Lanka at the Galle International Stadium in Galle on Wednesday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka (1st innings) 222 
Pakistan (1st innings) 218 
Sri Lanka (2nd innings) 337
Pakistan (2nd innings; Overnight 222-3)
A. Shafique not out  160
Imam-ul-Haq st Dickwella b R. Mendis  35
A. Ali c de Silva b Jayasuriya  6
B. Azam b Jayasuriya  55
M. Rizwan lbw b Jayasuriya  40
S. Ali Agha c Dickwella b Jayasuriya  12
H. Ali c Theekshana b de Silva  5
M. Nawaz not out  19

Extras: (b5, lb7)  12
Total: (For 6 wickets, 127.2 overs)  344
Yet to bat: Y. Shah, S. Afridi, N. Shah
Fall of Wickets: 1-87 (Imam-ul-Haq), 2-104 (A. Ali), 
3-205 (Azam), 4-276 (Rizwan), 5-298 (Agha), 6-303 
(Hasan).
Bowling: Rajitha 9-2-18-0, Jayasuriya 56.2-10-135-4, 
R. Mendis 33-0-102-1, Theekshana 14-2-44-0, de 
Silva 15-1-33-1.
Toss: Sri Lanka
Result: Pakistan won by four wickets
Series: Pakistan lead the two-match series 1-0.

Scoreboard

North Rhine-Westphalia’s State Premier Hendrik Wust (L) hands a State Prize for former Formula One champion Michael Schumacher (portrait 
on top) to his wife Corinna Schumacher (2ndL) and to his daughter Gina Schumacher next to former FIA president Jean Todt at the Motorworld 
Koeln event location in Cologne, western Germany, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Schumacher honoured 
with German state prize

De Vries to take Hamilton’s place in first France GP practice
DPA

MUNICH 

SEVEN-TIME world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton will sit 
out first practice on Friday for 
the French Grand Formula 
One Grand Prix as his place at 
Mercedes is taken by reserve 
driver Nyck de Vries.

“Nyck is replacing Lewis in 
first practice this weekend, as 
part of the allocated sessions 
for young drivers this year. So, 

we’re looking forward to seeing 
how he gets on,” Mercedes mo-
tor sport chief Toto Wolff said 
in a statement Wednesday.

Each team have allow 
young and inexperienced driv-
ers two F1 practice sessions 
during a season. Hamilton’s 
team-mate George Russell will 
then sit out one session later in 
the season.

De Vries, 27, is a 2019 For-
mula Two champion and last 
year won the Formula E world 

title for Mercedes. He made 
his F1 practice debut earlier 
this season at the Spanish GP, 
taking the place of Alex Albon 
at Williams.

Hamilton will be compet-
ing in his 300th career GP in 
France and Wolff is upbeat 
that Mercedes can fight for the 
podium again after finishing 
third in the last four races and 
closing the gap on Red Bull 
and Ferrari.

“We scored three podiums 

in the first seven races, and we 
have now achieved four in the 
last four. I’m pleased with the 
momentum we are building, 
and it reflects the mammoth 
effort of the team,” Wolff said.

“We need to keep chas-
ing those final few tenths and 
bringing new developments to 
the cars, including this week-
end in France ... The aim will 
be to make further inroads on 
the gap to the front and hope-
fully be back on the podium.”

Mercedes’ reserve driver Nyck 
de Vries.

Virat Kohli.

Tour de France: Pogacar edges Vingegaard in thrilling Pyrenees battle
STATS PERFORM/DPA

PARIS 

TADEJ Pogacar claimed a 
thrilling win in stage 17 of the 
Tour de France following a re-
markable battle in the Pyrenees 
with yellow jersey holder Jonas 
Vingegaard on Wednesday.

UAE Team Emirates rider 
Pogacar claimed his third stage 
victory of this year’s Tour, pro-
ducing a decisive final kick to 
edge Jumbo-Visma rider Ving-
egaard on an enthralling and 
tortuous final climb.

Pogacar and Vingegaard 

somehow found the legs to pro-
duce a stunning finish on impos-
ing gradients at the end of the 
130-kilometre stage from Saint-
Gaudens to Peyragudes.

The Slovenian’s victory 
owed much to the efforts of 
team-mate Brandon McNulty, 
who set a furious pace to help 
the trio drop the rest of the 
field, ensuring Pogacar was in 
a position to go for the win for 
a depleted UAE team.

UAE lost Rafal Majka to 
a muscle tear having already 
been robbed of the services 
of Marc Soler, who finished 

stage 16 outside the time limit.
Stage 17 Results: 1. Tadej Pogac-
ar (UAE Team Emirates) 3:25:51 
2. Jonas Vingegaard (Jumbo-
Visma) 3. Brandon McNulty (UAE 
Team Emirates) +0:32.

Emirates team’s American rider 
Brandon McNulty (L), UAE Team 
Emirates team’s Slovenian rider 
Tadej Pogacar (C) wearing white 
jersey, and Jumbo-Visma team’s 
Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard (R) 
wearing the yellow jersey cycle in 
the ascent of Peyragudes during 
the 17th stage of Tour de France 
on Wednesday. (AFP)


