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Sensational Barshim soars  
into orbit with epic Eugene show

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

QATAR’S incredible world champi-
on Mutaz Essa Barshim flew to a re-
cord third high jump gold in style at 
the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 in Eugene, United States, 
on Monday evening (wee hours of 
Tuesday here).

It was another great show from 
the 31-year-old ‘gravity-defying’ 
legend who put his worthy rivals to 
shade in the process of adding one 
more medal to his gold collection.

In an amazing flawless evening 
of high jumping, Barshim was sim-
ply on fire. He kept clearing the bar 
on his first chance through to the 
winning height of 2.37m, a world 
lead. It underlined the greatness of 
the 6’2” tall athlete who somehow 
has a unique way of rising on big oc-
casions.

Having already secured a hat-
trick of gold medals (the most of any 
high jumper), he then chose to go for 
the world championship record at 
2.41m but fell short. 

“Three world golds in a row is 
something that has never been done 
before. I came here to secure that,” 
Barshim said. “I know I put a 
lot of hard work to 

be where I am. 
Barshim draped himself with the 

Qatari flag in celebration and was 
congratulated by HE Sheikh Joaan 
bin Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar 
Olympic Committee president, on 
the track.

“This is what I live for. It feels 
amazing to go this far and make 
this journey count. Making history 
with three gold medals at the World 
Championships. Knowing that I 
can raise the bar for myself and still 
achieve what I set my eyes on is sen-
sational,” he added.

While his jumps seemed effort-
less, that’s not always how the 2022 
season had been for Barshim. After 
sharing gold at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games with his friend Gianmarco 
Tamberi, he struggled to find a 
rhythm and competed in only two 
events before the World Champion-
ships — failing to surpass the 2.30m 
mark in either.

While he was unable to string 
together strong performances, he 
felt healthy leading up to the com-
petition and it showed in his perfor-
mance.

Much similar was the story ahead 
of his Doha 2019 golden show where 
he came into the competition bat-
tling injury but only excelled under 
pressure to wow the home crowds.

“Defending my Doha title and 
being recovered after injury is the 
most amazing thing that could hap-
pen to me,” Barshim said. 
“Sometimes it’s 

difficult to show jumps and tech-
niques that people like and expect to 
see from me.”

Not so on a certain evening at 
Hayward Field in Eugene where the 
high jump final began under clear 
blue skies and with several high-
profile events unfolding around and 
during the competition.

But as the sun-dipped and shad-
ows lengthened, Barshim just came 
into his own with amazing ease as all 
his rivals struggled to get close. He 
cleared heights starting from 2.24m 
to 2.37m in first attempts.

In comparison to Bar-
s h i m ’ s 

great show, World indoor champion 
Woo Sang-hyeok of South Korea 
needed three attempts to get over 
2.33m and then managed 2.35m at 
the second attempt to take silver. 

Ukraine’s Andriy Protsenko 
collected bronze on the back of his 
2.33m clearance.

The stellar occasion was superb-
ly honoured by Barshim who simply 
rose with grace and composure in-
between sipping water and resting 
on the track when his rivals tried to 
gauge some measure 
of the 

difficulty factor. 
He also thanked his fans at the 

stadium at Hayward Field. “Oregon 
has always been kind to me. I feel the 
love and the support whenever I’m 
out here in the United States. And 
with my family being by my side, this 
victory means the world to me,” he 
said.

The hat-trick of gold medals not 
only makes him the first high jump 
athlete in the world to do so. But also 
adds to his Olympic gold, won at To-
kyo 2020 last year, two Olympic sil-
ver medals at London 2012 and Rio 
2016. Barshim also has two Asian 
Games gold medals won at Guang-
zhou 2010 and 

Incheon 2014.
He also has six Asian Indoor 

gold medals (from 2010-2018), one 
World Military Games gold (Rio 
2011), and Pan Arab Games gold 
(2011 Doha) besides world junior 
and Asian junior gold medals (won 
in 2010).

As the exploits of Barshim in the 
evening of Monday on the other side 
of the Atlantic dazzled the sporting 
world, Qatar rose to a golden glow on 
Tuesday. The news soon led to social 
media buzz of he being the ‘GOAT’ 
(Greatest of All Time). Undoubtedly 
of the present era. 

Prior to Oregon22 worlds, Bar-
shim had said, “The better you get, 
the more pressure is applied to you. 
It’s the kind of pressure that makes 
you perform better and takes you to 
the next level. Now it’s time to think 
differently. I have gold in every ma-
jor championship, so what’s next?”

The only thing remains, perhaps, 
is the world record of 2.45m (8 ft 1⁄2 
inch) of Cuban Javier Sotomayor. 
And the way Barshim keeps going, it 
doesn’t seem too far!

Qatar’s Mutaz Essa Barshim competes in the men’s high jump final during the World Athletics Championships at  
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Monday. (AFP)

Mutaz Essa Barshim celebrates with President of Qatar Olympic Committee HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, after win-
ning the men’s high jump final at the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

Silver medalist Sanghyeok Woo of South Korea, gold medalist Mutaz Essa Bar-
shim of Qatar, and bronze medalist Andriy Protsenko of Team Ukraine celebrate 
with their medals in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Oregon has always been kind 
to me. I feel the love and the 
support whenever I’m out here 
in the United States. And with 
my family being by my side, this 
victory means the world to me..
Mutaz Essa Barshim

This is what I live for. It feels 
amazing to go this far and 
make this journey count. 
Making history with three gold 
medals at the World Champi-
onships. Knowing that I can 
raise the bar for myself and 
still achieve what I set my eyes 
on is sensational.
Mutaz Essa Barshim

Qatari legend 
achieves golden 

hat-trick as world 
high jump champion



TCA/DPA
LOS ANGELES 

THE 2028 Summer Olympics 
are now - officially - six years 
away as Los Angeles organizers 
have set the dates for the mas-
sive international competition 
that will take place at venues 
throughout Southern California.

The Games will begin with 
a dual opening ceremony at 
the Coliseum and SoFi Stadi-
um in Los Angeles on July 14 
and continue through July 30.

The Paralympics will fol-
low, starting on August 15.

The announcement was 
made at a Monday afternoon 
news conference attended by 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garc-
etti and International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) leaders.

“Los Angeles is a special 

place for sport,” IOC execu-
tive Nicole Hoevertsz said in 
a statement. “The confirma-
tion of the Games dates now 
gives L.A. a firm deadline 
when it will need to be ready 
to welcome the world.” So far, 
the LA28 organizing commit-
tee has spent most of its time 
pursuing deals with corporate 
sponsors such as Delta, De-
loitte and Nike to help cover an 
estimated $6.9-billion budget.

Preparations will not in-
clude any major construction 
as organizers seek to trim 
costs by using existing venues 
such as Crypto.com Arena, 
Pauley Pavilion in Los Ange-
les and Dignity Health Sports 
Park in Carson [in the south 
bay region of Los Angeles].

A balanced budget will be 
crucial because city and state 
legislators have agreed to serve 
as a financial backstop, mean-

ing that taxpayers will have to 
pay for any cost overruns. Or-
ganizers have vowed to use pri-
vately raised funds only, insist-
ing they can buck a trend that 
has seen previous host cities 
amass substantial deficits.

Speaking at a public pool 
beside the Coliseum, Garcetti 
said the city is “ready and ex-
cited” for its third Games.

After first hosting in 1932, 
LA played a critical role in 
Olympic history in 1984, when 
organizing chairman Peter 
Ueberroth revolutionized the 
recruitment of corporate spon-
sors, not only balancing the 
Games’ budget but also finish-
ing with a considerable surplus.

The city was named as 
2028 host during an unusual 
bid competition that ended 
with the IOC striking a compro-

mise between the finalist cities, 
giving 2024 to Paris and asking 
LA to wait four years in return 
for financial considerations.

With the world track 
championships underway in 
Eugene, Oregon, IOC presi-
dent Thomas Bach stopped in 
Southern California to meet 
with organizers, tour several 
venues and see youth sports 
programs being funded by 
$160 million in donations 
from LA28 and the IOC.

“I have been really im-
pressed by the progress and 
creativity of the LA28 team,” 
Bach said.

The 2028 Summer Olym-
pics and Paralympics will en-
compass 800 events in at least 
40 sports, totaling more than 
3,000 hours of competition.

Some 15,000 athletes from 
around the world are expected 
to gather in Southern California.

LA’s 2028 Olympics will 
go from July 14-30

Moroccan El Bakkali storms to steeplechase gold
STEVE WILSON

EUGENE (USA)

AFTER claiming Olympic gold 
in Tokyo last year, Soufiane El 
Bakkali can now add the title 
of world champion to his re-
sume.

Timing his kick to perfec-
tion in a slow, tactical race, the 
Moroccan surged to the lead 
around the final bend and ac-
celerated down the straight 
to capture gold in the men’s 
3000m steeplechase on Mon-
day evening (18) at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22.

The victory gave the 
26-year-old El Bakkali a com-
plete set of World Champion-
ships medals, adding to the sil-
ver he won in London in 2017 
and bronze in Doha in 2019.

“I am very happy to win my 
first world title after the Olym-
pic gold,” he said. “The race 
was very difficult; it was very 
tactical and slow. I positioned 
myself well on the last lap. I 
am very strong in the 400m 
and it worked out for me.”

El Bakkali’s win in 8:25.13 
– the slowest time in the his-
tory of the championships – 
snapped Kenya’s streak of sev-
en consecutive world titles in 
the event, including Conseslus 
Kipruto’s run of two straight 
championships.

Ethiopia’s Lamecha Girma 
won the silver for the second 
straight championships in 
8:26.01, while Kipruto set-
tled for the bronze this time in 
8:27.92. It was the first time a 
Kenyan has finished out of the 
top two since 1991.

Kenya had dominated the 
event for so long, having won 
13 of the past 15 titles. The 
only two previous times Kenya 
did not claim the title came 
in 2003 and 2005 when Saif 
Saaeed Shaheen, a Kenyan-
born athlete running for Qa-
tar, claimed the gold.

On a windy night at Hay-

ward Field, El Bakkali extend-
ed his mastery over Girma, 
beating him for the seventh 
time in eight meetings. The 
race was similar to the Olym-
pic final in Tokyo, where the 
Moroccan outkicked the Ethi-
opian on the final lap.

A potential disaster was 
fortunately averted on the 
opening lap. A camera op-
erator, who was recording the 
women’s triple jump final on 
the infield, stepped on to the 
track on the home straight 
and, with his back to the run-
ners, was completely oblivi-
ous to the 15 runners who 
were heading in his direction. 
Thankfully all of the finalists 
successfully navigated their 
way around him without inci-

dent.
El Bakkali bided his time in 

the pack as the lead exchanged 
hands, with Girma, Kipruto, 
Ethiopia’s Getnet Walle and 
Eritrea’s Yemane Haileselas-
sie taking turns at the front. 
El Bakkali took off with just 
under 200 metres to go, blow-
ing past the field and running 
away to the finish.

On his victory lap, El Bak-
kali took a celebratory plunge 
into the water jump.

It was only the Moroc-
can’s second trip to the United 
States, having competed here 
at the World U20 Champion-
ships in 2014.

“That was my first inter-
national experience,” said El 
Bakkali, who finished fourth 

on that occasion. “I return 
eight years later as a cham-
pion.”

A disappointed Girma said 
he ran the wrong race.

“The pace was very slow 
today,” he said. “My tactic did 
not work and that cost me the 
gold. I was trying to change 
the tactic but the pace limited 
me very much. I will go for 
gold next year and my training 
is starting from now on.”

Wale finished fourth and 
Kenya’s Abraham Kibiwot 
fifth in 8:28.68 and 8:28.95, 
respectively. Evan Jager of 
the US, a medallist at the 2016 
Olympics and 2017 World 
Championships, finished sixth 
in 8:29.08.

 (World Athletics)

Morocco’s Soufiane El Bakkali celebrates winning the men’s 3000m steeplechase final during the World 
Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

 I am very happy to win my first world title after the Olympic gold. The race was very 
difficult; it was very tactical and slow. I positioned myself well on the last lap. I am very 
strong in the 400m and it worked out for me.

Soufiane El Bakkali

Sports

Leonard Kipkemoi Bett of Team Kenya, Soufiane El Bakkali of Team Morocco, and Evan Jager of Team 
United States compete in the men’s steeplechase final on day four of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on MOnday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Rojas, Kipyegon and Thiam 
add to their legendary status

WORLD ATHLETICS
EUGENE (USA)

On a day when the focus was 
on putting women in the spot-
light, three of the all-time 
greats of female athletics 
turned in truly stirring perfor-
mances to light up Hayward 
Field at the World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22 on 
Monday (18).

Venezuela’s Yulimar Ro-
jas, Kenya’s Faith Kipyegon 
and Belgium’s Nafi Thiam 
all maintained their global 
dominance with golden per-
formances, while in the men’s 
high jump final Mutaz Essa 
Barshim won his third straight 
world title by soaring over a 
world lead of 2.37m.

There was no bigger fa-
vourite at these champion-
ships than Rojas, but if the 
Olympic champion and world 
record-holder felt the pressure 
of defending her world title in 
Eugene, she sure didn’t show 
it. Rousing the crowd in her 
typical effervescent style, Ro-
jas set off down the runway 
for her second attempt and 
hopped, skipped and jumped 
her way to gold with a 15.47m 
effort, the second longest in 
World Championships history. 
Rojas knew at that point gold 
was assured, but the 26-year-
old still had bigger ambitions.

On the final attempt she 
jumped 15.39m – officially – 
though her expression on exit-
ing the pit told the story about 
how much distance she’d 
given away on the board. Not 
that it mattered, with Rojas 
jumping to her feet and salut-
ing the crowd, dancing as she 
went to retrieve her nation’s 
flag – something she’ll likely 
be doing many more times in 
the years ahead.

“I wanted a longer jump, 
but I am happy to return to 
this beautiful stadium, to 
see the crowd,” said Rojas. 
“I came with the goal to get 

closer to my world record. 
The wind affected my run-up, 
I tried to adjust, but the most 
important thing was to win the 
medal and stay consistent over 
15 metres.”

Jamaica’s Shanieka Rick-
etts took silver with 14.89m 
while USA’s Tori Franklin 
claimed bronze with 14.72m.

There was an equally 
peerless performance in the 
women’s 1500m, where Kipy-
egon cemented her place as 
the greatest 1500m runner of 

all time – winning her fourth 
global 1500m title and setting 
a high bar for future genera-
tions to follow.

But she was made to work 
for it, with a breathless, lung-
bursting pace churned out 
from the gun by chief rival 
Gudaf Tsegay, the Ethiopian 
blasting the opening lap in 
58.82, and hitting 800m in 
2:03.18.

If her rivals wanted to stay 
with Tsegay, then they’d have 
to go to a dark place. In addi-

tion to Kipyegon, only Britain’s 
Laura Muir and Ethiopia’s 
Hirut Meshesha were willing 
to gamble and stick with it. For 
Muir it paid off. For Meshesha 
it didn’t, and the Ethiopian fell 
to pieces on the final lap, fin-
ishing 13th.

With a lap to run up front 
it was down to three, and 
down the back straight Kipy-
egon could wait no longer. 
She powered to the lead and 
kicked away, hitting the line 
in 3:52.96 ahead of Tsegay 
(3:54.52) and Muir (3:55.28). 
It was the 10th fastest time in 
history and the second fast-
est ever in the US, behind the 
3:52.59 she ran on the same 
track in May.

“The Ethiopians con-
trolled the race and I knew 
they were planning something 
special but for me, I was well 
prepared,” said Kipyegon, 
who said she is targeting a 
PB at the Wanda Diamond 
League meeting in Monaco 
next month. “Everybody was 
expecting something special 
from me. Everybody was like, 
‘Faith, we believe in Faith,’ 
so it was a ral pressure. But I 
managed it.”

Thiam’s victory in the 

heptathlon went down to the 
wire, and that was due to an 
inspired effort by Dutch rival 
Anouk Vetter. 

Thiam had come into the 
day with a 61-point advantage 
over Vetter, which she extend-
ed with a 6.59m long jump 
(to Vetter’s 6.52m), but the 
Dutchwoman claimed the lead 
in the javelin with a 58.29m 
throw to Thiam’s 53.01m. Giv-
en there were two seconds’ dif-
ferences between their 800m 
PBs – the gap between them 
equating to 1.3 seconds over 
800m – the stage was set for a 
thrilling finale.

Vetter tried to keep Thiam 
in her sights through the open-
ing lap but the Belgian put 
broad daylight between them 
down the back straight, with 
Thiam producing an inspired 
kick through the final 200m to 
hit the line in 2:13.00, a two-
second PB. 

That left her on 6947 
points, with Vetter taking sec-
ond with 6867 and USA’s Anna 
Hall – who raised the roof by 
leading the 800m home in 
2:06.67 – taking bronze with 
6755. Poland’s Adrianna Sulek 
was fourth with a national re-
cord of 6672.

Gold medalist Yulimar Rojas of Team Venezuela poses during the medal 
ceremony for the women’s triple jump at the World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

aith Kipyegon of Team Kenya reacts after competing in the Women’s 
1500m Final on day four of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 
at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on MOnday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Belgium’s Nafissatou Thiam reacts after winning the women’s hep-
tathlon during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)
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Bayern Munich sign Dutch defender De Ligt until 2027
DPA

MUNICH

BUNDESLIGA champions 
Bayern Munich have bol-
stered their defence with the 
signing of Dutch internation-
al Matthijs de Ligt on a five-
year contract.

“I’m very happy to be-
come a player for this great 
club,” de Ligt said. “I felt the 
genuine appreciation from 
the sporting management, 
the coach and the board right 
from the start, which con-
vinced me.” 

De Ligt, 22, arrives from 
Italian side Juventus and was 
on his way immediately to 

join his new team in the Unit-
ed States where Bayern are 
scheduled to play DC United 
in Washington on Wednes-
day and English champions 
Manchester City at the week-
end in Green Bay.

He flew to Washington to-
gether with technical director 
Marco Neppe after complet-
ing the mandatory medical 
as board member for sport 
Hasan Salihamidzic told Sky 
TV.

“We wanted to bring Mat-
thijs to Munich three years 
ago; we were already con-
vinced by his qualities as a 
defender back then, and to-
day we’re even more so,” Sali-

hamidzic said.
The centre-back cost Mu-

nich euros 67 million ($68.61 
million) payable in four fi-
nancial years plus ?10 million 
in add-ons, Juventus said in a 
statement.

De Ligt is now Bayern’s 
most expensive purchase af-
ter defender Lucas Hernán-
dez ($80 million).

He was at Juve since 2019 
and had a contract there until 
2024. At international level, 
de Ligt has 38 senior caps 
for the Netherlands and two 
goals.

Despite his young age, de 
Ligt is a team leader and is 
expected to give Bayern more 

defensive stability they have 
been lacking since the depar-
ture of David Alaba to Real 
Madrid last year.

Bayern CEO Oliver Khan 
praised the new member of 
the team’s defensive line, say-
ing, “A strong team doesn’t 
just require a strong attack, 
and with this signing we’re 
really raising our defence to 
the top level.” 

De Ligt joins Senegal 
star Sadio Mane and fellow 
Dutchmen Noussair Maz-
raoui and Ryan Gravenberch 
as new Munich players.

While de Ligt was on his 
way to Washington, left be-
hind Munich midfielder Leon 

Goretzka said on Instagram 
his knee operation the pre-
vious day in Innsbruck, Aus-
tria, to remove an “abnormal-
ity” has gone well.

“Yesterday’s operation in 
Innsbruck was successful and 
I am feeling very good after 
the initial shock,” he said. 

“I will give it my all to be 
back on the pitch as soon as 
possible and am upbeat not to 
miss too much.” 

It is not known how long 
Goretzka will be out of ac-
tion.

Bayern’s first official 
game is the German Super 
Cup against RB Leipzig next 
week Saturday, July 30.

A file photo of Dutch Matthijs De Ligt as he celebrates after scoring a 
goal for Juventus during an Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs 
Torino at Allianz stadium in Turin. (AFP)

Shafique hundred powers 
Pakistan’s chase at Galle

ICC
GALLE

ABDULLAH Shafique’s spir-
ited ton (112 not out) put Paki-
stan on top but Babar Azam’s 
wicket in the final hour has 
given Sri Lanka a glimmer of 
hope at the end of day four of 
the first Test on Tuesday.

Set with a target of 342, 
a total no side has success-
fully chased at Galle, the visi-
tors were placed at 222 for 3 
needing another 120 runs to 
achieve victory.

Although Sri Lanka did 
well to resist in the final ses-
sion on day three, they could 
not continue the same on the 
fourth day. The hosts were 
able to add just eight runs 
to their overnight total, with 
Naseem Shah rattling the off 
stump of No.11 Prabath Jayas-
uriya. Unfortunately, that 
meant that Dinesh Chandimal 
was left stranded in the 90s. 
He was the highest scorer in 
the second innings, finishing 
on 94* with five fours and two 
sixes. 

Shafique survived a close 
lbw review in the fourth over 
despite the ball projection hit-
ting the leg-stump when the 
ball-tracker showed it was 
an umpire’s call. His opening 
partner Imam-ul-Haq also 
survived an lbw review in the 
next over. 

With luck on their side, 
the openers soon completed 
a half-century stand, going to 

lunch at 68/0. Shafique was 
solid since the beginning, bat-
ting with intent and took the 
attack to the bowlers. 

Even after Imam got out 
early in the second session, 
Shafique continued in the 
same vein. A brief stand with 
Azhar Ali (6) followed but 
Shafique found the perfect 
partner in Babar Azam.

Babar got off the mark with 
crunching on-drive, clubbed 
Jayasuriya for a maximum 
two overs later and continued 
to rotate the strike effectively. 

By tea, the partnership was ap-
proaching fifty with 147/2 on 
board. The duo rapidly scaled 
milestones, Babar Azam going 
past 3000 Test runs and even-
tually getting his 22nd Test 
half-century. Shafique too fol-
lowed, completing his second 
Test hundred with the second-
wicket stand crossing 100. 
The crucial stand was eventu-
ally broken when Jayasuriya 
bowled Babar on 55.

With 120 runs needed to 
win on the final day with seven 
wickets in hand, the match 

hangs in balance. 
Pakistan would have been 

happier with Babar at the 
crease, but his wicket towards 
the end of the day helped Sri 
Lanka get back in the game. 
Nevertheless with Shafique 
still going strong on 112* and 
Mohammad Rizwan settled on 
7* off 12, Pakistan have a good 
chance to press home their ad-
vantage. 

The first hour tomorrow 
will be crucial as the hosts will 
hunt for early wickets. Hopes 
will rest on Prabath Jayas-

uriya, who has already taken 
three five-wicket hauls in the 
first three Test innings of his 
career. Now on 2/89, the left-
armer will be raring to prove 
himself. With the pitch easing 
up and no real turn on offer, 
the bowlers’ job is not going 
to be an easy one. However, if 
they can get a couple of early 
wickets and expose Pakistan’s 
inexperienced lower-middle 
order, we could have a riveting 
finish on cards.

Pakistan’s Abdullah Shafique (L) and captain Babar Azam run between the wickets during their 101-run 
third-wicket stand on the fourth day of the first Test against Sri Lanka at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Tuesday. (AFP)

Germany’s Werner 
won’t rule out  

Chelsea exit with 
World Cup looming

DPA
LONDON 

GERMANY forward Timo 
Werner appears to be con-
sidering leaving his English 
club Chelsea to get more play-
ing time in the run-up to the 
World Cup later this year.

Werner, 26, is not a regu-
lar starter under Blues man-
ager Thomas Tuchel, and 
Chelsea have further bolstered 
their attack with the signing 
of England international Ra-
heem Sterling.

Werner told reporters in 
Las Vegas after Chelsea’s 2-1 
win over Mexico’s Club Amer-
ica on Monday, in which he 
scored the opening goal, that 
“I could be happy everywhere.

“It is clear I want to play 

more and I should play more 
to be in good shape for the 
World Cup, and also to have a 
chance to play.” 

“The most important thing 
is that I am happy. I am happy 
when I play and score goals. 
That’s the fact. That’s what I 
should take care of and other 
things will come.” 

Werner came to Chelsea 
in 2020 from RB Leipzig and 
his contract is until 2025. The 
World Cup in Qatar is Novem-
ber 21-December 18.

Tuchel did not want to 
promise his countryman more 
minutes, saying: “We need to 
see but everybody is responsi-
ble for their own situation.

“Timo played 45 minutes 
like everybody else and scored, 
and from there we go.”

Osaka confirmed for early 
August return at  

Silicon Valley Classic
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

FOUR-TIME Grand Slam 
champion Naomi Osaka will 
play her first tournament since 
the French Open at the Silicon 
Valley Classic after accepting 
wild card.  

The 24 has won a grand 
slam in each of the past four 
years, but crashed out in the 
first round at Roland Garros 
with a defeat to Amanda Ani-
simova - who also knocked her 
out of the third round of the 
Australian Open - before with-
drawing from Wimbledon due 
to an injury concern.

It was announced on Mon-
day that Osaka will make her 
return in hard-court event in 
San Jose that starts on August 
1 - four weeks before the US 
Open gets under way.

Silicon Valley Classic tour-
nament director Vickie Gun-
narsson said it was a great 
outcome to add Osaka to the 
playing field in the competi-
tion where it all began for her.

“We are very excited to 
have Naomi Osaka return-
ing to the Bay Area,” she said. 
“She made her WTA debut at 
our event and watching her 

grow both on and off the court 
has been amazing.

“She is not only an incred-
ible player but her commit-
ment to equality and social 
change is truly inspiring.” 

Osaka is down in 38th 
place in the rankings and has 
not won a tournament this 
year, but reached the final of 
the Miami Open in April, los-
ing to world number one Iga 
Swiatek.

Already confirmed for 
the Silicon Valley Classic are 
Wimbledon champion Elena 
Rybakina, world number five 
Ons Jabeur, young American 
star Coco Gauff and 2019 US 
Open champion Bianca An-
dreescu.

Naomi Osaka.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 222 (D. Chandimal 76, M. 
Theekshana 38; S. Afridi 4-58)
Pakistan 1st innings 218 (B. Azam 119; P. 
Jayasuriya 5-82)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings (overnight 329-9, D. 
Chandimal 86, P. Jayasuriya 4)
O. Fernando c Azam b Yasir  ................................. 64
D. Karunaratne lbw b Nawaz  ............................... 16
K. Rajitha lbw b Nawaz  ..........................................7
K. Mendis b Yasir  ................................................. 76
A. Mathews c Azam b Nawaz  .................................9
D. Chandimal not out  .......................................... 94
D. de Silva b Yasir ................................................ 20
N. Dickwella b Nawaz  .......................................... 12
R. Mendis b Nawaz  ............................................. 22
M. Theekshana c Rizwan b Hasan  ....................... 11
P. Jayasuriya b Naseem  ..........................................4
Extras: (lb1, nb1)  ..................................................2
Total: (All out, 100 overs)  ................................. 337
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Karunaratne), 2-41 (Rajitha), 
3-132 (Oshada), 4-164 (Mathews), 5-178 (Kusal), 
6-218 (de Silva), 7-235 (Dickwella), 8-267 (R. 
Mendis), 9-308 (Theekshana), 10-337 (Jayasuriya).
Bowling: Shaheen 7-2-21-0, Nawaz 28-2-88-5, 
Agha 16-1-53-0, Yasir 29-2-122-3, Hasan 12-3-19-
1, Azam 1-0-9-0, Naseem 7-0-24-1 (nb1).
Pakistan 2nd innings (Target 342)
A. Shafique not out  ........................................... 112
Imam-ul-Haq st Dickwella b R. Mendis  .............. 35
A. Ali c de Silva b Jayasuriya  .................................6
B. Azam b Jayasuriya  ........................................... 55
M. Rizwan not out  ..................................................7
Extras: (b4, lb3)  ....................................................7
Total: (For 3 wickets, 85 overs)  ........................ 222
Yet to bat: S. Agha, M. Nawaz, Y. Shah , H. Ali, S. Afridi, 
N. Shah.
Fall of Wickets: 1-87 (Imam-ul-Haq), 2-104 (A. Ali), 
3-205 (Azam).
Bowling: Rajitha 9-2-18-0, Jayasuriya 35-6-89-2, R. 
Mendis 26-0-76-1, Theekshana 11-2-29-0, de Silva 
4-1-3-0.

ScoreboardVisitors 222-3, 
need another 120 
runs for victory

England go down to SA in  
sweltering Stokes ODI final

AGENCIES
CHESTER-LE-STREET 

BEN Stokes’ final one-day in-
ternational ended in another 
England defeat as South Africa 
won a sweltering series opener 
in Chester-le-Street by 62 runs 
on Tuesday, reports BBC.com.

The world champions, 
beaten 2-1 by India last week, 
were first worn down in the 
oppressive heat by Rassie van 
der Dussen’s fine 134.

He combined with Aiden 

Markram, who hit 77 off 61 
balls, in a controlled stand of 
151, the backbone of the tour-
ists’ 333-5.

England reached 102-0 
in response but lost their way 
against the Proteas spinners 
as the baked pitch tired.

Stokes, who announced on 
Monday that this match on his 
home ground would be his last 
50-over international, was out 
lbw for five. Joe Root made 86 
from 77 balls but was bowled 
trying to hit out as the run-

rate increased out of control.
After Root fell the final 

three wickets quickly followed 
and England were bowled out 
for 271 in 46.5 overs.

Victory gives South Africa 
a 1-0 series lead going into 
the second match on Friday at 
Emirates Old Trafford.
Scores: South Africa 333 for 5 
(Van der Dussen 134, Markram 
77, Malan 57, Livingstone 2-30) 
bt England 271 in 46.5 overs 
(Root 86, Bairstow 63, Nortje 
4-53) by 62 runs.

England’s Ben Stokes reacts as South Africa’s batsmen Rassie van der Dussen and Aiden Markram cel-
ebrate a four during the first One-Day International at the Riverside cricket ground in Durham, north-east 
England, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Vingegaard keeps tight 
hold on yellow jersey
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

Hugo Houle dedicated vic-
tory on Stage 16 of the Tour 
de France to his late brother 
as Jonas Vingegaard kept a 
tight hold on the yellow jersey.

Canadian Houle lost 
brother Pierrik in December 
2012 when he died in a hit-
and-run crash while jogging 
in Sainte-Perpetue, Quebec.

Almost 10 years later, 
Houle pointed to the sky as he 
crossed the line alone after the 
178.5-kilometre ride from Car-
cassonne to Foix, earning his 
first Grand Tour stage win.

“This one is for my broth-
er, man,” said an emotional 
Houle, moments later.

The riders were put to the 
test over the climbs of Port de 
Lers and Mur de Peguere in 
the second half of Tuesday’s 
stage, as the race reached the 
Pyrenees after a rest day.

The three days in the 
mountains only get tougher 
from here, and Vingegaard 
and Tadej Pogacar will be 
duking it out in the push for 
the peaks before they look 
to clinch victory in Paris on 
Sunday.

Geraint Thomas remains 
third, with the top three start-

ing the day precisely as they 
began it.

Pogacar and Vingegaard 
were playing cat and mouse on 
Port de Lers, with the man in 
yellow refusing to let his near-
est rival make up any ground 
in the general classification, 
practically setting up camp on 
his back wheel.

Far away in the distance, 
Houle (Israel-Premier Tech) 
was almost riding a separate 
race, with France’s Valentin 
Madouas (Groupama-FDJ) tak-
ing second place, over a minute 
down the road, and Houle’s fel-
low Canadian and team-mate 
Michael Woods in third.

Matteo Jorgensen came off 
on a corner late on as his grip 
gave way, costing the Ameri-
can valuable seconds that 
pushed him out of contention 
to win the stage, eventually 
coming home fourth.

Houle was close to tears as 
he took in the magnitude of his 
victory. He said: “I never win 
a race, so I guess it’s the right 
place to win my first race.

“When I attacked, it was 
basically to set the table for Mi-
chael Woods. When I saw they 
let me go, Mike made a gap, I 
just went full gas. At the end, 
I hung on. I was suffering so 
bad in the steep climbs.”

 Quick read

JOHANNESBURG: Cricket South Africa (CSA) announced on Tuesday 
that former captain Graeme Smith has been appointed as the Com-
missioner of South Africa’s new T20 league. Smith, Cricket’s most 
successful Test captain, will lead the new T20 League overseeing 
all aspects (both cricketing and non-cricketing) and developing what 
is anticipated to be a dynamic brand that showcases the strength 
of South African cricket.  
Smith brings with him tremendous experience and understanding of 
the game, having worked in the sport as a player, captain, commen-
tator, ambassador, consultant and more recently as Cricket South 
Africa’s (CSA) Director of Cricket (DoC). His understanding of the 
game will add tremendous strength to the League. Recognised for 
his leadership qualities and decisive, clear thinking, Smith will lead 
the league which, outside of CSA, has SuperSport as one of its 
major shareholders. (ANI)

Graeme Smith appointed commissioner  
of South Africa’s new T20 league


