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QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Tuesday sent a cable of 
condolences to President of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on the 
victims of the passenger 
transit bus accident in 
Minya governorate, wish-
ing the injured a speedy 
recovery.

At least 23 people died 
and 30 others were injured 
on Tuesday after a passen-
ger bus and a truck collided 
in southern Egypt. The 
collision took place on a 
desert road in the southern 
province of Minya. The inju-
ried were transported to a 
local hospital, with cases of 
bone fractures, suspected 
spinal column fractures and 
concussions, etc.

Amir condoles 
with Egypt prez

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah met 
with Commander of the US Air Forces Central Command Lt Gen Gregory M Guillot, on the occasion of the 
end of his tenure. During the meeting, Dr Al Attiyah thanked the Commander of the US Air Forces Central 
Command for his accomplishments during his work, wishing him further success in his next missions. The 
meeting was attended by senior officers and commanders in the Qatari armed forces. (QNA)

Barshim soars to record 
3rd world high jump title

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

QATAR’S Olympic champion Mutaz 
Barshim soared to a record third suc-
cessive world high jump gold in style 
at the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at the Hayward Field in 
Eugene, US, on Monday evening as he 
cleared a world-leading 2.37 metres 
with amazing ease as all his rivals 
struggled to get close.

Barshim, who famously shared 
Olympic gold with Italy’s Gianmarco 
Tamberi last year, jumped beautifully 
all through to go well beyond his own 
season’s best of 2.30m. But even as 
the 31-year-old Barshim kept flying 
over the rising bar with flawless jumps, 
his rivals struggled. Barshim went past 
2.35m and then 2.37. PAGE 12

4 new production lines 
of NFE gas field project 

to be ready by 2025
QNA
DOHA

BY having revealed the list 
of companies chosen for ex-
panding the North Field East 
(NFE) gas field, Qatar has 
implemented the first phase 
of raising its production of 
liquefied natural gas to 110 
million tonnes, a 43 percent 
raise. Therefore, the four new 
production lines will be ready 
for production by 2025. 

This paves the way for an-
nouncing the winning compa-
nies for the development of 
the second phase of the south-
ern sector of the North Field at 
the beginning of 2023, which 
aims to increase the national 
production capacity of lique-
fied natural gas from 110 mil-
lion tonnes annually to 126 
million tonnes by 2027.

Experts assert that Qatar 
chose the right moment to an-
nounce its North Field East gas 
field development partners, in 
light of the soaring pressure on 
the global gas market resulting 
in a search for additional sourc-

es of vital energy sources. The 
development of the NFE will 
contribute to quenching the 
thirst of markets and further 
strengthen Qatar’s position as 
a major player in the gas indus-
try. PAGE 8

World Cup final venue Lusail Stadium  
set to host first match on August 11
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

LUSAIL Stadium, the venue 
of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 final, will host QNB 
Stars League match between 
Al Arabi and Al Rayyan on Au-
gust 11. This will be the first of-
ficial match at the 80,000-seat 
stadium.

The Qatar Stars League 
(QSL) announced on Tuesday 
that the Al Arabi versus Al 
Rayan match in Week 2 has 
been rescheduled to August 11 
at the Lusail World Cup sta-
dium.

The Lusail Stadium will 
host the final match of the 
World Cup on December 18, 

on the day Qatar celebrates 
its National Day, along with 
six matches in the group stag-

es and three matches in the 
knockout rounds, including 
one of the two semi-finals. 

The 80,000-seat Lusail 
Stadium will embody Qatar’s 
ambition and its passion for 
sharing Arab culture with the 
world. 

The design of this magnifi-
cent stadium is inspired by the 
interplay of light and shadow 
that characterises the fanar 
lantern. 

Its shape and facade echo 
the intricate decorative motifs 
on bowls, vessels and other art 
pieces found across the Arab 
and Islamic world during the 
rise of civilization in the re-
gion. After the tournament, 
the capacity is expected to be 
halved and much of the sta-
dium space turned into com-
munity space.

DEPUTY PM MEETS US AIR FORCES COMMANDER

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS), together with Ku-
wait Red Crescent Society 
(KRCS), is proceeding with 
the response to the emer-
gency and health needs of 
the Afghan people.

 Under a bilateral 
agreement to alleviate the 
sufferings of communities 
most affected by the recent 
humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan, the project seeks 
to improve the health and 
living conditions of about 
4,500 families, or 31,500 
persons, displaced by dis-
asters and armed conflict 
in Kunar, Takhar, and Zabul 
Provinces. PAGE 16

QRCS, KRCS 
provide aid to 
Afghan people

MoPH builds capacities of 
professionals in shipping 

infectious samples

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has organised a 
three-day workshop on ship-
ping infectious samples in 
cooperation with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
and the Biomedical Research 
Center at Qatar University. 
The workshop included exten-
sive practical training on the 
biological safety practices, 
biosecurity and safe storage 
of samples, in addition to 
clarifying the most important 
concepts of shipping infec-
tious samples to the Interna-
tional reference laboratories.

The workshop intended 
to upgrade the capabilities 
of applying the concepts 
of shipping hazardous and 
infectious samples, supply-
ing the medical practitioners 
with ample skills to further 

fulfil the requirements of the 
competent authorities in the 
state of Qatar concerning the 
regularization of international 
shipping of infectious sam-
ples based on the enforced 
international standards.

Director of the Health 
Protection and Commu-
nicable Disease Control 
Department Dr Hamad Eid Al 
Rumaihi said the workshop 
was intended to train the 
professionals who working in 
laboratories and institutions 
relevant to shipping infec-
tious samples, surveillance 
systems in public health and 
animal health, in addition to 
the professional scientists 
concerned with other medi-
cal, biological and diagnostic 
samples for surveillance 
purposes, scientific research 
and the activities of Commu-
nicable disease risk assess-
ment.  PAGE 2

Plans to promote 
Qatari identity, 
heritage in  
private schools 
set in motion
THE Private Education Affairs 
Sector of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education, 
represented by the Department 
of Private Schools Affairs, and 
the Department of Heritage 
and Identity at the Ministry of 
Culture, held several meetings 
to discuss cooperation in the 
implementation of programmes 
on the Qatari heritage and 
identity in private schools and 
kindergartens during the 2022-
23 academic year.

The meetings reviewed a 
proposed plan that includes 
activities and programmes in the 
field of identity and heritage, and 
mechanisms to implement them 
in private schools and kinder-
gartens, to a detailed study of 
the proposal, while continuing 
efforts to follow up on the de-
velopment of a comprehensive 
plan for its implementation in 
the next academic year. 

The joint meetings between 
the officials of the two sides fol-
low  a previous meeting chaired 
by Director of the Heritage and 
Identity Department Sheikha 
Najla bint Faisal Al Thani and 
Director of the Private Schools 
Affairs Department Rashid 
Ahmed Al Ameri, where an 
employee from each side was 
allocated to coordinate and 
follow up the process to serve 
the common goals of the two 
parties. (QNA) PAGE 2
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Amir sends condolences to president of 
Egypt

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent on Tuesday a cable of condolences to President of Egypt 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on the victims of the passenger transit bus 
accident in Minya governorate, wishing the injured a speedy 
recovery. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to 
president of Egypt
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of condolences to President 
of Egypt Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on the victims of the passenger 
transit bus accident in Minya governorate, wishing the injured a 
speedy recovery. (QNA)

Prime Minister sends condolences to 
Egyptian counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of 
condolences to Prime Minister of Egypt Mostafa Madbouly 
on the victims of the passenger transit bus accident in Minya 
governate, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

Quick read

MoPH builds expert capacities 
in shipping infectious samples

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
organised a three-day workshop on 
shipping infectious samples in coop-
eration with the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and the Biomedical Re-
search Center at Qatar University.

The workshop included extensive 
practical training on biological safety 
practices, bio-security and safe storage 
of samples, in addition to clarifying the 
most important concepts of shipping 
infectious samples to the International 
reference laboratories.

The workshop was intended to up-
grade the capabilities of applying the 
concepts of shipping hazardous and in-
fectious samples, providing the medi-
cal practitioners with ample skills to 
further fulfil the requirements of the 
competent authorities in Qatar con-
cerning the regularisation of interna-
tional shipping of infectious samples 
based on the enforced international 
standards.

Director of the Health Protection 
and Communicable Disease Control 

Department at MoPH Dr Hamad Eid 
Al Rumaihi said that the workshop 
was intended to train the professionals 
who are operating in laboratories and 
institutions relevant to shipping infec-
tious samples, surveillance systems in 

the field of public health and animal 
health, in addition to the professional 
scientists concerned with other medi-
cal, biological and diagnostic samples 
for surveillance purposes, scientific re-
search and the activities of Communi-

cable disease risk assessment. 
He said the workshop also included 

training on Biorisk management ac-
tivities.

He added that MoPH is commit-
ted to organising professional work-
shops and training courses in the field 
of shipping infectious samples, where 
the ministry has previously organised a 
myriad of professional training courses 
in this field, indicating that pursuing a 
secure methodology to rapidly trans-
port infectious samples is of high im-
portance for proper surveillance and 
the laboratory confirmation to over-
come public health threats.

For his part, the workshop present-
er Christian Foster, expert in WHO, 
who is specialised in capacity-building 
pertaining shipping infectious sam-
ples, said that the workshop targeted 
the various relevant authorities in 
Qatar to essentially build their capaci-
ties on the methodologies of shipping 
infectious samples, in addition to clas-
sifying, packaging, documenting, stor-
ing, cooling or shipping in accordance 
with the best international systems ap-
plied in this field.

Education, culture ministries to consolidate 
values of identity, heritage in private schools

QNA
DOHA

THE Private Education Affairs 
Sector of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education, 
represented by the Department 
of Private Schools Affairs, and 
the Department of Heritage 
and Identity at the Ministry of 
Culture, held a series of meet-
ings to discuss cooperation in 
the implementation of activities 
and programmes on the Qatari 
heritage and identity in private 
schools and kindergartens dur-
ing the 2022/2023 academic 
year.

The meetings reviewed a 
proposed plan that includes 
a host of activities and pro-
grammes in the field of identity 
and heritage, and the mecha-
nisms to implement them in 
private schools and kindergar- tens, to a detailed study of the proposal, while continuing with 

efforts to follow up on the de-
velopment of a comprehensive 
plan for its implementation in 
the next academic year.

These joint meetings be-
tween the officials of the two 
sides activate a previous meet-
ing chaired by Director of the 
Heritage and Identity Depart-
ment Sheikha Najla bint Faisal 
Al-Thani and Director of the 
Private Schools Affairs Depart-
ment Rashid Ahmed Al Ameri, 
where an employee from each 
side was allocated to coordinate 
and follow up the cooperation 
process to serve the common 
goals of the two parties.

In 2021, the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Educa-
tion’s Private Education Af-
fairs Sector issued the general 
framework for school activities 
and trips in private schools 
and kindergartens, to enhance 

classroom and extracurricular 
activities in various educational 
and developmental fields, and 
enrich students’ leisure time 
in a productive and useful 
way, focusing on activities that 
care about identity and herit-
age, and that private schools 
and kindergartens allocate 20 
percent to programmes that 
promote national identity and 
Qatari heritage.

The number of private 
schools and kindergartens 
in Qatar is 334 with 215,000 
students studying at various 
school levels. The Ministry of 
Education and Higher Educa-
tion is keen on its strategy to 
ensure the consolidation of Qa-
tari values and culture with the 
understanding of other cultures 
among all students, whether 
in public or private schools, at 
various school levels.

The Ministry of Public Health building

Awqaf issues latest Qatari 
calendar book for 1444 AH

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs 
has issued the Qatari calen-
dar book for the year 1444 AH 
(2022-2023).

The ministry reported that 
the calendar, prepared by the 
Department of Research and 
Islamic Studies at the ministry, 
will be distributed to the pub-
lic from Sunday, Dhul Hijjah 
25, 1443 AH, July 24, 2022, in 
the building of the Sheikh Ali 
bin Abdullah Al-Thani library 
in Umm Ghuwailina district.

The new calendar contains 
the times of worship during 
the months of the Hijri year, 
which facilitates the perfor-
mance of worship, as well as 
climatic conditions for each 
month to ease people’s every-
day affairs.

It also contains some of the 
listed relics and virtues for the 
months and days, and related 
acts of worship, some suppli-
cations and dhikr for the day 
and night, in addition to warn-
ing against some heresies and 

superstitions in which some 
people fall.

Furthermore, the calendar 
includes some provisions of 
the jurisprudence of worship, 
parts of the prophetic biogra-
phy, the rightly-guided cali-
phate, horoscopes and zodiac 
and the reason for naming 
them, the usefulness of their 
knowledge, the times of plant-
ing seeds, cereals, flowers, cut-
ting trees, palm fronds, and 
information about some dis-
eases related to plowing and 
farming.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education building

ICC Women’s Forum organises ‘Happy Feet Happy Heart’ workshop

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN an innovative experiment 
towards healthy living, the ICC 
Women’s forum organised a 
workshop titled ‘Happy Feet, 
Happy Heart’ recently.

Held at ICC’s Ashoka Hall 
at 7pm on 20 June 2022, the 
event was meant exclusively 
for women.

The event included danc-
ing and guided meditation, 
which have proven physical 
and mental benefits and are 
great for de-stressing and un-
winding. The overall objective 
of the workshop was to cre-

ate a positive balance through 
mass dancing and guided 
meditation.

Three dance forms of 10 
minutes each were presented 
to the participants. They were: 
Bollywood style - presented by 
team Emote Edition; Zumba 
- presented by Zumba Zashn 
and team; and folklore dance 
style - presented by Bhavna 
Sharma and her students.

After the intensive dance 
session followed a guided 
meditation session to calm the 
minds of participants and con-
trol thoughts. It was ably con-
ducted by meditation trainer 
Padmini Sundar

The event turned out to be 
refreshing and relaxing to all 
women who called for more 
such events to be arranged.

The event was inaugurated 
by Chief Guest Rajni Murthy 

ICBF MC member and ICC 
general secretary Krishna Ku-
mar along with other commit-
tee members, Mohan Kumar, 
Kamala Thakur and Shwetha 
Koshti.

The entire show was con-
ceptualised and brilliantly 
hosted by Sumaa Mahesh 
Gowda. Members of the com-
munity appreciated the initia-
tive of ICC Women’s Forum.

ICC Women’s Forum members take part in a workshop titled ‘Happy Feet, Happy Heart’ recently.
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Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi on Tuesday received copies of credentials of HE Abdulah Skaka as Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Qatar and HE Naresh Bikram Dhakal as Ambassador of 
Nepal to Qatar. The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs wished the new ambassadors success in the performance of their duties and assured them of providing all support to upgrade relations between their countries and Qatar to closer 
cooperation in various fields. Muraikhi also met with Ambassador of the Slovakia (non-resident) to Qatar HE Igor Hajdusek on the occasion of the end of his tenure. He thanked the ambassador for his efforts in strengthening bilateral rela-
tions, and wished him success in his new missions. (QNA)

15 new members 
inducted to CRA 
IPv6 Taskforce
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Communications Regu-
latory Authority (CRA) has 
announced that 15 new mem-
bers have joined the Internet 
Protocol Version 6 (IPv6) 
Taskforce -- bringing the to-
tal number of members 
to 33 -- representing gov-
ernment entities, private 
companies, service provid-
ers, academic institutions 
and financial institutions, 
in addition to aviation, oil 
and gas sectors.

CRA established the 
IPv6 Taskforce to facilitate 
IPv6 adoption in Qatar. 
The members of the Task-
force ensure the readi-
ness of their network to 
adopt IPv6 and ensure a 
smooth and gradual tran-
sition from IPv4 to IPv6. 
The Taskforce’s primary 
mission is educating and 
promoting IPv6 by provid-
ing technical consultations 
and training, in addition to 
providing necessary guide-
lines to entities wishing to 
adopt IPv6.

The new members are 
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry, Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, Min-
istry of Public Health, Gen-
eral Tax Authority, General 
Authority of Customs, Qatar 
Museums, Qatar National 
Library, Qatar Gas, Nakilat, 
Oryx GTL, Qatar Foundation, 
University of Doha for Science 
and Technology, Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University, Commu-
nity College of Qatar and Weill 
Cornell University.

“I would like to thank all 
Taskforce members for their 
support and cooperation and 
would like to invite others to 
join us in this journey towards 
contributing to the adop-

tion of IPv6 in Qatar, which 
will serve as the backbone of 
the internet for the next sev-
eral decades, as it provides a 
larger number of internet ad-
dresses, which in turn enable 
internet growth and ensures 
the readiness for new upcom-
ing next generation technolo-

gies such as Internet of Things 
(IoT). They will contribute to 
the development of the In-
formation and Communica-
tions Technology (ICT) sector 
and support Qatar National 
Second Development Strat-
egy 2018-2022 and Qatar 
National Vision 2030 goals. 
The Taskforce will develop a 
sustainable and high-quality 
infrastructure that supports 
the national economy and is 
capable of keeping abreast 
of the latest smart technolo-
gies and creating a balance 
between an oil-based and a 
knowledge-based economy, 
towards the diversification 
of the country’s economy,” 
said Ali Al-Suwaidi, Techni-
cal Affairs Department Di-
rector, CRA.

 Ali Al-Suwaidi

Shura Council attends opening of office of 
Parliamentary Group on Science and Tech

QNA 
AMMAN

SHURA Council participated 
in the inauguration of the 
Permanent Office of the High-
level Parliamentary Group on 
Science and Technology of the 

Arab Parliament, and the ac-
companying meeting in Am-
man, Jordan.

Shura Council member 
and member of the High-level 
Parliamentary Group on Sci-
ence and Technology HE Dr 
Ahmed bin Hamad Al Muhan-

nadi represented the Council 
in the inauguration and the 
meeting.

The meeting discussed the 
group’s work strategy dur-
ing the coming period, which 
aims to establish the first Arab 
parliamentary network in the 

field of science and technology 
to build bridges of cooperation 
and coordination and support 
the use of modern digital tech-
nologies within Arab parlia-
ments.

The High-level Parliamen-
tary Group on Science and 

Technology aims to promote 
Arab parliamentary comple-
mentarity, unify opinions in 
international parliamentary 
meetings, and stimulate inter-
est in science and technology 
in the Arab world as an essen-
tial tool for the future.

QU Press releases new book on housing and 
residential neighbourhoods in post-COVID era

QNA 
DOHA

QATAR University Press (QU Press) 
recently released a new book, ‘Fea-
tures of housing and residential 
neighborhoods in the post-COVID 
era’ by Dr Ali Abdul Rauf, a professor 
of Architecture and Urban Planning 
and consultant in the Urban Plan-
ning Department at the Ministry of 
Municipality.

The book is the first in Arabic that 
deals with the topic of Arab and Gulf 
cities in the face of multiple chal-
lenges on how to formulate and plan 
urbanism to become more humane 
and safer cities from a health and 

environmental point of view post-
COVID-19.

The new book addresses the 
challenges of urban planning, es-
pecially as the pandemic develops 
into an urban crisis, which makes 
us reconsider the good shape of the 
city and the purpose of planning, 
and the pandemic provides an op-
portunity to reconsider the priori-
ties of urban planning in the post-
pandemic world.

The book deals with several re-
search questions, including what 
are the lessons learned from the 
pre-COVID-19 pandemic? How can 
we expect cities to recover once the 
pandemic reaches its peak? Is there a 

model for a city that resists the pan-
demic? How does the pandemic re-
late to issues of scale, urban size, so-
cial justice and resilience? When we 
are dealing with the COVID-19 pan-
demic or crises, emergency changes 
and escalating threats, should plan-
ners focus only on the physical form 
(size, shape, structure, density) and 
physical elements of the city such as 
infrastructure, buildings and open 
spaces only? Or should they also 
work on the economy, society, cul-
ture, governance and politics? What 
types of urban innovation can we 
expect or promote, based on the les-
sons learned during the COVID-19 
pandemic crisis?

Estithmar Holding prioritises worker education in preparation for WC 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

ESTITHMAR Holding 
Q.P.S.C. on Tuesday opened 
its fifth Learning Centre in 
Al Shahaniya as part of its 
educational programme ‘Wise 
Workers’, designed to provide 
the company’s workforce with 
new skills for the changing job 
market in Qatar. 

The programme intends 
to contribute to the steady 
growth of the services sector 
in preparation for FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Elegancia Resources, a 
subsidiary of Estithmar Hold-
ing, developed Wise Workers 
in response to the company’s 
vision of creating a brighter fu-
ture from Qatar to the world. 

The programme includes 
both theoretical and practi-
cal training, such as English 
lessons, hospitality, catering, 
facility management servic-
es and career development 

counselling to ensure that 
workers have the necessary 
skill set to transition into new 
careers.

The Wise Workers pro-
gramme began its first cohort 
with 240 participants in April. 
Four training centres have also 
been set up inside the workers’ 
accommodation, making it 
easier for participants to ac-
cess the educational facility. 

There are now five training 
centres that train up to 600 
workers daily.

Henrik Christiansen, Es-
tithmar Holding Group CEO 
visited Al Shahaniya training 
centre to officially open the 
facility. 

He spoke with workers en-
rolled on learning courses to 
understanding how they are 
benefitting from the courses. 

“Estithmar understands 
that we have a role to play in 
transforming human capital 
and supporting skill develop-
ment through the Wise Work-

ers programme that will help 
our workers to thrive in a rap-
idly changing environment,” 
said Christiansen. 

“An individual’s achieve-
ment of advanced learning 
reflects discipline, commit-
ment and determination, and 
Estithmar ensures that our 
employees leverage their in-
dividual value. As the future is 
fast unfolding, we are prepar-
ing our workforce to enhance 
their skills and career develop-
ment through the company’s 
commitment to education,” he 
added.

Estithmar Holding is 
stepping up its efforts to sup-
port the explosive growth in 
tourism, entertainment and 
healthcare as part of Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030. Through 
its 30,000-strong workforce 
and vibrant network of busi-
nesses across many sectors, 
the Group is venturing into 
new investment areas that will 
raise human capital.

MURAIKHI RECEIVES CREDENTIALS OF TWO AMBASSADORS, BIDS FAREWELL TO SLOVAKIA ENVOY
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ExxonMobil Qatar concludes its 
summer internship program 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

ExxonMobil Qatar has 
completed its summer intern-
ship programme at its West 
bay headquarters. The pro-
gramme allowed eight under-
graduate and graduate stu-
dents from Texas A&M Qatar, 
Qatar University, Carnegie 
Mellon University, and north-
western University to work 
alongside ExxonMobil execu-
tives in departments such as 
Public and Government Af-
fairs, Upstream Joint Ven-
tures, ExxonMobil Research 
Qatar (EMRQ), Environmen-
tal and Property Solutions, 
and Finance.

During their time at Exx-
onMobil Qatar, the interns 
worked on projects or activi-
ties that had a direct impact 
on ExxonMobil’s business, 
while also learning firsthand 
how their assigned depart-
ments collaborate with other 
teams in a large and inte-
grated energy company. They 
also learned about business 
objectives and how they could 
contribute to them individu-
ally. Each intern was assigned 
an experienced mentor to 
help them with their work and 
overall work experience.

Speaking about her intern-
ship experience at ExxonMobil 
Qatar, Mariam Ahmed, a rising 
senior at Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity in Qatar, said, “My time 
at ExxonMobil has significant-
ly expanded my knowledge on 
organisational behaviour and 
change. i really enjoyed the 
opportunity of learning about 
different aspects of the busi-
ness and of being involved in 
exciting projects.”

Another intern, Amna 
Aljumaily, a Qatar University 
computer science graduate 
commented, “My internship at 
ExxonMobil Qatar was great 
because i felt like i was truly 
part of the team i was work-
ing with. i was able to help in 
visualising the data that helps 
achieve company goals and 
also avoid potential delays. 
Every day i spent at the com-
pany was enriching and excit-
ing, and i would like to thank 
ExxonMobil Qatar for this un-
forgettable opportunity.”

“our summer internship 
programme helps train and 
provide work experience to 
students and recent graduates 
from local universities. What 
we aim to achieve through 
the program is a future ready 
workforce that is equipped 
with practical and technical 
skills and essential industry 
knowledge provided by one 
of the world’s largest publicly 

traded energy providers and 
chemical manufacturers,” said 
Kemi Harris, Surface Technical 
Manager in ExxonMobil Qatar.

The summer internship 
program is one of several com-
munity outreach programs of-

fered by ExxonMobil Qatar. in 
accordance with the Qatar na-
tional Vision 2030 and its Hu-
man Development Pillar, these 
programmes aim to support 
learning objectives and build 
human capacities.

Qatar’s GORD awards GSAS certificate to Kuwait Finance House
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR’S Gulf organisation 
for Research & Development 
(GoRD) has awarded Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) with 
Global Sustainability Assess-
ment System (GSAS) certifi-
cate for sustainable building 
operations. 

Having received the GSAS 
award with Gold rating, KFH 
has become the first bank in 
Kuwait to receive this rec-
ognition. Adopted by multi-
sectoral organisations in GCC 
countries, Qatar’s homegrown 
GSAS framework has become 
the fastest growing green 
building rating system for new 
developments in the Gulf re-
gion.

The certificate presen-
tation ceremony was held 
at KFH Auto showroom in 
presence of acting GCEo Ab-
dulWahab Essa AlRushood; 
chairman–Gulf organization 
for Research & Development, 
Dr Yousef Alhorr; CEo of the 
national Technology Enter-
prises Co., Anas Mirza; and 
members of KFH executive 
management. 

in his speech on the side-
lines of the ceremony, Dr 
Yousef Alhorr, chairman, Gulf 
organization for Research & 
Development, affirmed that 

KFH Auto showroom has 
earned this award. This com-
prises 10 main important 
standards, following several 
assessments and inspections 
and reviews of the documents 
related to the organisation re-
quirements as well as field vis-
its conducted for checking and 
inspection by a highly special-
ised team of experts from the 
organisation to ensure docu-
ments real time compliance.

“All signs of sustainabil-
ity are clearly apparent in the 
showroom on the first visit 
including natural lighting, in-
ternal environment, ventila-
tion and power consumption 
system. Undoubtedly, these 
factors create hope and inspi-
ration for the existence of such 
environment friendly giant 
buildings”, he said. 

Dr Alhorr praised KFH 
interest, as one of the pillars 
of the financial and banking 
system in the Middle East, in 
sustainability and environ-
ment standards saying “it is 
utterly pleasant to see the fi-
nancial sector taking part in 
matters which are of interest 
to environment and the world 
at present and in the future, 
especially that sustainability 
has become the core interest 
of countries, governments and 
the whole world considering 
its significance to the future 

of mankind. We urge all in-
stitutions to follow the tracks 
of KFH in the practical im-
plementation of sustainability 
which is no longer an intellec-
tual luxury or a marketing ma-
terial but a pressing necessity. 

in his turn, Eng. Fahad 
Al-Falah, senior manager, 
Projects and Maintenance at 
KFH, reiterated that KFH Auto 
showroom is just an initial step 
and an integrated and strategic 
starting point for environment 

sustainability. 
He indicated that KFH 

has started to apply several 
sustainability projects in its 
60 branches all over Kuwait. 
He also noted that this trend 
comes in compliance with the 
board instructions which has 
initially reiterated the signifi-
cance of moving towards sus-
tainability and environment 
through KFH Auto showroom 
in addition to several initiatives 
which were launched under 

the umbrella of sustainability 
and the inclusive sustainabil-
ity strategy of the bank. 

Al-Falah indicated that 
KFH Auto is the largest show-
room in the Middle East pro-
viding all financial services 
under one roof with a total 
area of 38 thousand square 
meters. The showroom en-
joys several technical speci-
fications rendering it as an 
environment friendly build-
ing having all sustainability 

standards including natural 
lighting and using latest glass 
technologies for the main fa-
cades which cover an area 
of 2,000 square meters with 
high external thermo insula-
tion efficiency to benefit from 
natural light. A Sky light is 
also provided to ceiling light-
ing covering an area of 350 
square meters as well as lED 
system light and solar system 
glass boards to provide re-
volving energy through sun 
light as well as electric cars 
charging outlets. 

Al-Falah emphasised that 
KFH has always been prec-
edent in this field and ex-
pressed his wish that all insti-
tutions would also contribute 
to the reservation of environ-
ment and sustainability for 
the best interest of the world. 

Al-Falah expressed his 
pride that the team which has 
applied these systems and ful-
filled the requirements com-
prises KFH employees with-
out any interference from any 
outside parties. 

on his part, KFH execu-
tive manager, Governance & 
Sustainability, said that the 
bank has an integrated 5-year 
sustainability strategy plan 
which was designed in 2020. 
This would be the starting 
point for further professional 
projects. 

He reiterated that these 
certificates and recognitions 
affirm KFH leadership in sus-
tainability and environment 
reservation and the launch of 
various initiatives under the 
umbrella “Keep it Green”. He 
noted that this accomplish-
ment is part of an integrated 
leadership at all levels con-
sidering continuous board 
support. 

The environment friend-
ly KFH Auto showroom is 
the largest and most mod-
ern showroom in the Middle 
East, covering a total area of 
38,000 square meters. KFH 
Auto provides finance ser-
vices for all products to fulfil 
customers’ needs of Sharia-
compliant consumer and resi-
dential finance services. KFH 
Auto accommodates more 
than 200 cars, 20 agencies 
and 30 trademarks including 
cars, motorbikes, jet skis, and 
boats. The showroom repre-
sents an integrated city com-
prising all that is related to 
the sale/ purchase of new and 
used cars and other vehicles as 
well as leasing, trading, traffic, 
and insurance products. Also, 
it provides consumer finance 
services for furniture, appli-
ances, kitchens, education, 
and medical products as well 
as residential finance services 
to cover construction works.

Marsa Malaz Kempinski and HMC  
team up for blood donation drive
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MARSA Malaz Kempinski 
The Pearl - Doha collaborated 
with Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration to launch a blood Drive 
Campaign as part of HMC’s 
commitment to the Qatar 
community and in line with 
its corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives aimed at rais-
ing awareness about the im-
portance of blood donation.

Recently, 50 people who 
had previously registered as 
blood donors volunteered 
wholeheartedly, taking their 
time, resting well the night 
before, and eating health-
ily, in order to donate blood. 
Employees from the various 
divisions of the property came 
together to contribute.

“over the years, it’s been 
our tradition to organise ac-
tivities that benefit the com-
munity and i am extremely 
proud on the dedication of our 
team who continuously come 
forward, support, and con-
tribute to this noble cause.” 

According to Karim Tay-
ach, Area General Man-
ager GCC excluding UAE. 
“Through this campaign, we 
hope to raise awareness and 
educate our staff about the 
numerous benefits of donat-
ing blood. We are delighted 
to host such events at Marsa 
Malaz Kempinski and are 
always eager to collaborate 
with Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration.”

“We will continue our di-
versified welfare practices to 
strengthen the bond between 
our team members in paying 
it forward to the community,” 
he added.

Spreading awareness 
about the importance of do-
nating blood to boost national 

blood reserves is critically 
important to maintain blood 
supplies in hospitals across 
Qatar.

blood is essential for sav-
ing lives, and demand in Qa-
tar is consistently high. Marsa 
Malaz Kempinski is delighted 
to be a part of this response 
and is even more eager to 
help, donate, and contribute 
to the country’s quality of life.

HBKU’s QCRI opens up registration for Creative Space Summer Camp

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Computing Research 
institute (QCRi), a part of 
Hamad bin Khalifa University 
(HbKU), will once again of-
fer an innovative computing 
learning experience to primary 
and middle school students at 
its annual Creative Space Sum-
mer Camp, which is now open 
for registration. 

Kicking off on July 31, the 
two-week programme will ex-
plore a variety of technological 
opportunities, including robot-
ics, programming, web design 

and other areas of computa-
tional thinking. 

Through a combination of 
interactive lessons, collabora-
tion and independent project 
work, the camp will instill the 
skills that students need to 
pursue during future careers in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM). QCRi 
faculty will be on hand to men-
tor students while teaching the 
most in-demand computing 
skills, bringing the collabora-
tive, innovative Creative Space 
learning culture to life. 

Collaborative activities 
will ensure a positive and im-

pactful learning environment, 
helping students to develop 
their problem-solving and 
decision-making abilities, as 
well as become more innova-
tive. Students will get to learn 
as well as create during the 
programme, with the opportu-
nity to apply their learning by 
building a mini project of their 
own. 

Dr Eman Fituri, direc-
tor of Educational initiatives 
at QCRi, said: “our Creative 
Space Summer Camp offers 
a rich learning environment 
with an atmosphere conducive 
to exploring the creative pro-

cess that is part of coding and 
design. Students will get to 
develop their coding and com-
putational thinking skills and 
inspire their creativity and in-
novation. by giving them a fun 
summer learning experience, 
we hope to give them a head 
start in computing areas that 
have limitless applications for 
the future.”

The summer programme 
will be conducted at QCRi’s 
Creative Space lab, at the 
HbKU Research Complex in 
Education City. Previous ex-
perience of coding is not re-
quired. 

With limited places, early 
registration is strongly en-
couraged. For more details 
and to register, visit https://
creativespace.qcri.org/

School students will learn cutting-edge computing skills 
in an engaging as well as hands-on learning environment 

Some 50 people who had 
previously registered as 
blood donors volunteered 
wholeheartedly, taking 
their time, resting well the 
night before, and eating 
healthily, in order to 
donate blood

GORD officials from Qatar presented Kuwait Finance House (KFH) with a Global Sustainability Assessment 
System (GSAS) certificate for sustainable building operations.

Interns worked on projects or activities that had a direct impact on 
ExxonMobil’s business during their time at ExxonMobil Qatar.

Marsa Malaz Kempinski employees during their blood donation cam-
paign held recently.
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dpa 
Tehran

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan have 
arrived in Tehran on Tuesday 
for talks with their iranian 
counterpart, Ebrahim Raisi.

The official purpose of the 
summit in the iranian capital 
is to discuss the situation in 
syria, although Russia’s war 
in ukraine was expected to 
also feature.

Erdogan was welcomed at 
the saadabad Palace Complex 
outside of capital on Tuesday 
morning, iran’s iRna news 
agency reported.

The three countries have 
conducted talks on syria in 
the past, with Russia and iran 
supporting the government 
of syrian President Bashar 
al-assad in the long-running 
civil war, while Turkey main-
tains links to opposition forc-
es in the country.

since 2017, Russia, iran 
and Turkey have sponsored 
meetings under the astana 
format aimed at arriving at a 
political settlement to end the 
war.

in recent months ankara 
said it was mulling a fresh 
military offensive in northern 
syria to target Kurdish armed 
groups. ankara already con-
trols swathes of syrian terri-
tory, but Russia and iran have 
cautioned against mounting a 
further incursion.

in an opinion piece, irani-
an Foreign Minister Hossein 
amirabdollahian described 
the meeting as an approach 
to set a new “neighbourhood- 

and region-oriented policy.” 
“The summit will not be 

limited to the syria issue as 
the three countries have com-

mon interests in the fields of 
economy, energy and food 
security, which will be part of 
the summit’s deliberations,” 
he wrote in the iran Daily 
newspaper on Tuesday.

The visit to Tehran is 
Putin’s second official trip 
abroad since Russian forces 
invaded ukraine at the end 
of February. He was in Tajik-
istan last month.

While the war in ukraine 
is not officially on the agenda, 
it is thought likely to be a top-
ic for discussion.

Turkey maintains close 
ties with both Moscow and 
Kiev and has acted as media-
tor in the conflict to facilitate 
grain exports from ukraine’s 
Black sea ports.

Officially, iran maintains 
a neutral stance in the war. 
But Tehran’s sympathies for 
Russia are well known as 
Moscow is its main military 
equipment supplier.

Last week, Jake sullivan, 
the White House national se-
curity adviser, told reporters 
the us had information indi-
cating Tehran was looking to 
supply Russia with weapons-
capable drones for use in 
ukraine.

iran’s drones have used 
by the Houthi rebels in Yem-
en to attack saudi arabia, he 
noted.

iran blasted sullivan’s 
claim as “baseless” while the 
Kremlin said drones would 
not be a subject of discussion 
on Tuesday.

iran’s relations with 
Moscow have become in-
creasingly close in recent 
years - especially after 2018, 
when the united states, un-
der then-president Donald 
Trump, pulled out of the Vi-
enna nuclear agreement and 
began reimposing economic 
sanctions.

Putin in Tehran for talks with 
Erdogan and Raisi on Syria

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi (right) with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Tehran on Tuesday. (afp)

dpa 
Cairo

aT least 23 people died and 
30 others were injured on 
Tuesday after a passenger 
bus and a truck collided in 
southern Egypt, the coun-
try’s Health Ministry said.

The collision took place 
on a desert road in the 
southern province of Min-
ya, the ministry added in a 
statement.

The injuried were trans-
ported to a local hospital, 
with cases of bone fractures, 
suspected spinal column 

fractures, concussions, 
bleeding and bruises, min-
istry spokesperson Hossam 
abdel-Ghafar said.

The cause of the acci-
dent is not clear yet.

However, privately 
owned Egyptian newspa-
per al-Watan reported that 
investigations showed the 
bus, driving at high speed, 
had ploughed into the rear 
of the truck while it was 
stopping at the road side to 
change a tyre.

The bus was on a jour-
ney to Cairo, according to 
the paper.

At least 23 killed, 
30 injured, in road 
crash in Egypt

A picture shows the remains of a bus after it crashed into a 
truck on a road in al-Minya Governorate south of the Egyptian 
capital Cairo on Tuesday. (afp)
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Aus’s environment 
in ‘poor and  
deteriorating’ 
state, says report

Pahani in city’s Evin prison: Iran

dpa 
Sydney

ausTRaLia’s environment is in a “poor and deterio-
rating” state overall and is facing increasing pressure 
from climate change, pollution and mining, a key re-
port released Tuesday found.

Habitat loss and invasive species were also in-
creasingly threatening species and ecosystems, while 
investment in biodiversity conservation is insuffi-
cient, according to the state of the Environment 2021 
report, which is published every five years.

australia has lost more mammal species than 
any other continent and has one of the highest rates 
of decline among member countries of the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), the report said.

The number of species listed as threatened grew 
by 8% since 2016, and is expected to increase in the 
coming years as a result of the severe “Black summer” 
bushfires in 2019-20.

The increasing frequency and severity of extreme 
events are affecting human wellbeing and rising tem-
peratures and changing rainfall patterns affected by 
climate change are putting pressure on inland water 
systems.

“Our inability to adequately manage pressures 
will continue to result in species extinctions and de-
teriorating ecosystem condition, which are reduc-
ing the environmental capital on which current and 
future economies depend,” the report said. “social, 
environmental and economic impacts are already ap-
parent.” australia experienced a drought from 2017 
to 2019 that topped the worst-ever drought previ-
ously recorded, followed by bushfires in 2019-20 that 
saw huge areas of land burned, including 8 million 
hectares of native vegetation. in 2021 and this year, 
there have been record-breaking floods in the coun-
try’s east.

The assessment, which was written by 37 inde-
pendent experts, calls for greater national leadership 
to boost coordinated environmental action, citing 
cross-sector collaboration and a particular focus on 
developing solutions with indigenous communities 
and knowledge.

The previous australian government of scott 
Morrison, which came under repeated criticism for 
its lack of environmental action, received the report 
last year but declined to release it ahead of the May 
election. The new Labor government of anthony al-
banese has pledged to step up climate action.

“if we continue on the trajectory that we are on, 
the precious places, landscapes, animals and plants 
that we think of when we thing of home may not be 
here for our kids and grandkids,” Minister for Envi-
ronment and Water Tanya Plibersek said as she pre-
sented the report at the national Press Club of aus-
tralia on Tuesday.

dpa 
Tehran 

PRizE-WinninG iranian film-
maker Jafar Panahi has been in-
carcerated in the country’s Evin 
prison for a week after his recent 
detention to serve an outstanding 
six-year prison sentence, a judi-
ciary source told the iRna news 
agency on Tuesday.

Panahi was detained in iran 
about a week ago. although he 
has been barred from working in 
iran or travelling abroad, he has 
continued to make films. 

“Taxi Tehran” won the Golden 
Bear award at the Berlinale film 
festival in the German capital in 
2015.

Two other Berlinale winners 
were also recently taken into cus-
tody in iran: Mohammad Rasou-
lof and Mostafa al-ahmad. all 
three are accused of working with 
opponents of the government and 
calling for public unrest.

The detentions seem to have 
been the result of protests that 
began after a shopping centre col-
lapsed in the south-western city 
of abadan in May, resulting in 40 

deaths.  Protests demanding ac-
countability were shut down vio-
lently by police and security force 
members.

That led to more than 70 
members of the iranian film in-
dustry issuing a public call for an 
end to police violence, with a cam-
paign called Put Down Your Gun.

Rassulof and al-ahmad are 
believed to have organized those 
protests.

Panahi says he joined online 
with other film-makers to express 
solidarity with the first two de-
tained directors.

Russian President Vladimir Putin with Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan in Tehran.

Iran’s relations with Moscow 
have become increasingly 
close in recent years -  
especially after 2018, when 
the United States, under 
then-president Donald 
Trump, pulled out of the 
Vienna nuclear agreement 
and began reimposing  
economic sanctions

Tunisian court opens hearing 
on Ghannouchi charges

agencies 

Tunisia’s main opposition 
leader, Rached Ghannouchi, 
has arrived at a Tunis court 
for a hearing in a money-
laundering investigation that 
his Ennahdha party rejects as 
a political ploy.

Dozens of Ghannouchi’s 
supporters stood protest-
ing outside the court in the 
capital on Tuesday despite a 
heavy police presence for his 
testimony in a preliminary 
hearing by an investigative 
judge.

it comes less than a week 
before President Kais saied 
holds a referendum on a 
new constitution that would 
greatly expand his powers 
in a move that Ennahda and 
many other parties have re-
jected as illegal.

Elizia Volkmann, a free-
lance journalist based in Tu-
nis, told al Jazeera the court 
would focus on alleged “mon-
ey laundering and foreign 

financing, and whether this 
foreign financing is linked to 
terrorism”.

she added that Ghan-
nouchi’s team had dismissed 
the hearing as an engineered 
“piece of political theatre” 
ahead of next week’s referen-
dum.

“The big question is 
whether he will be arrested, 
charged and detained at the 
end of today,” Volkmann 
said, noting that several other 
senior Ennahda figures had 
previously been detained.

Rached Ghannouchi (afp)



Faye Flam

T
HE ways we think about the COVID-19 
pandemic have evolved with the virus: In 
2020, it was a potentially deadly threat 
we could avoid by being careful; in 2021, 
it was something that was likely to infect 

everyone eventually; and now, it’s becoming 
seen as a persistent health hazard that can rein-
fect people multiple times, each time inflicting 
cumulative damage and increasing the odds of 
long-duration symptoms.

Now that most people have been infected, 
there’s really no other way a new variant can 
take over except by breaking through immu-
nity from past infections and vaccinations. 
That’s one reason The Washington Post called 
BA.5, the currently circulating subvariant of 
the highly transmissible omicron, “the worst 
variant.”

Your definition of “the worst” may vary. It’s 
certainly the most infectious so far — but the 
widespread availability of vaccines will make it 
far less deadly than earlier versions. The con-
cern about cumulative harm, especially to the 
heart and brain, is reason to avoid getting re-
infected, but there are understandable limits to 
how far people can or will go to evade BA.5. The 
young and healthy may brush off repeat infec-
tions like common colds, while older, sicker or 
more-vulnerable people who’ve already battled 
with the virus have yet another thing to worry 
about.

Some of the latest concerns about cumula-
tive damage stem from a study of health care 
records from the US Department of Veterans 
Affairs. The researchers looked at records from 
more than 5 million people to compare fates 
of the never-infected with more than 250,000 
who sought care for one COVID-19 infection, 
and about 38,000 who sought care for two or 
more. The conclusion: The risk of long-term 
damage or prolonged symptoms increased 
with that second infection.

What’s not clear yet is whether the dam-
age came from having fairly severe repeat in-
fections or whether it has anything to do with 
“long COVID,” the mysterious syndrome that 
afflicts previously healthy people with months 
of crippling fatigue and other health problems. 
Moreover, because of the sample — the aver-
age age of the subjects was over 60, and they all 
got sick enough to seek treatment, which not 
all COVID-19 patients do — the results might 
overstate the risk of reinfection to the general 
population.

Another study, published in Science, hints 
at why reinfections are such a problem even 
among the vaccinated, despite earlier work 
showing people build up powerful antibodies 
against this virus. The study authors suggested 

that immunity from previous versions of the 
virus might actually dampen the body’s ability 
to develop immunity to omicron — the variant 
that’s been dominant, in different forms, since 
the winter.

The researchers used blood samples from 
731 vaccinated and boosted health care work-
ers in the UK. They found hints that previous 
infections with the original variant, or the off-
shoots alpha and delta, might interfere with 
the body’s ability to make antibodies specific to 
omicron and its offspring, thus leaving people 
more vulnerable to reinfection. In other words, 
some forms of natural immunity might prove a 
long-term liability.

The idea, which the researchers called im-
mune damping or imprinting, is that the im-
mune system can get stuck creating antibodies 
programmed to fight these earlier variants, and 
so produce weapons not quite geared to fit the 
new targets.

The study was too small to conclude any-
thing — at best, it hints that immune imprint-
ing deserves more study. As the infectious dis-
ease specialist Monica Gandhi of the University 
of California, San Francisco pointed out, only 
17 of the subjects in the study even got omicron. 
Moreover, the study didn’t track actual reinfec-
tions — as a proxy, it examined how well anti-
bodies and immune cells left from the vaccines 
and previous infections fought the omicron 
variant in a test tube. Because the researchers 
looked at natural immunity, it’s also not clear 
whether vaccines would have the same effect.

And antibodies are also not our only line of 
defense; Gandhi pointed to several larger stud-
ies showing that a long-lasting component of 

immunity, T-cells, are acquired from the vac-
cines and past infections.

But this issue of immune imprinting de-
serves more, bigger, better studies because 
scientists are still far from understanding the 
battle between this evolving virus and our im-
mune systems. It’s something that has to be 
well understood to develop a more effective 
next generation of vaccines.

Current vaccines are still working at pre-
venting severe disease, however, and that may 
mean that fully vaccinated and boosted people 
who get two or three mild infections over a pe-
riod of years won’t experience the kind of long-
term risk faced by the unvaccinated.

Amesh Adalja, a physician and senior 
scholar at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, said it’s not surpris-
ing that the virus is continuing to mutate and 
evolve in ways that allow it to survive in an in-
creasingly immune population. “To me, it was 
always a secondary purpose of the vaccines to 
prevent infection,” said Adalja. “The primary 
purpose was to remove the hell that was going 
on in hospitals.”

Given how terrible the hospital crowding 
situation got in New York City in 2020, this 
BA.5 variant might not qualify as the “worst” 
in everyone’s book. People aren’t dying at the 
same tragic rate they were in 2020, but now the 
survivors of that horror have a new concern. 
And how bad things get depends in part on 
whether the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the public health commu-
nity can start giving people clear, honest guid-
ance on how to navigate this evolving health 
threat over the long run.
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Reece Jones

M
OST people think of the border as 
a distant line tracing the outside 
edge of the United States. That is 
not how the US government sees 
it. The border is officially defined 

as a zone that extends 100 miles into the 
interior of the United States from all exter-
nal boundaries.

In that huge area — it encompasses 10 
states, such cities as Los Angeles, New York 
and Chicago, and almost two-thirds of the 
nation’s population — the Border Patrol 
has expansive, nearly unchecked powers.

A recent Supreme Court decision, Eg-
bert v. Boule, underlined those powers. A 
Border Patrol agent approached a Turkish 
guest at an inn in Washington state. When 
the inn’s owner, an American citizen, asked 
the agent to leave, the agent shoved him 
against a car and then threw him on the 
ground. The man filed suit but the court 
ruled that even when the constitutional 
rights of an American citizen are violated 
by a federal agent, there is no right to sue if 
the violation occurred in the course of the 
agent’s official duties.

With that decision, the Supreme Court 
added to decades of precedents that have 
allowed the Border Patrol to barely abide 
by the Constitution, especially its 4th 
Amendment protections against unreason-
able searches and seizures.

The Border Patrol isn’t stationed at 

ports of entry and airports, which are 
manned by Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s field operations officers. Instead, 
the Border Patrol polices immigration be-
tween crossing points. In the 100-mile bor-
der zone, its agents stop cars if they have 
a “reasonable suspicion” about their oc-
cupants. When they set up interior check-
points, everyone must stop for questioning 
and inspection. And they use racial profil-
ing to boot.

This is not what Congress envisioned 
when it established the Border Patrol in 
1924. The original authorization said an 
agent could “arrest any alien who in his 
presence or view is entering or attempting 
to enter the United States in violation of 
any law.” 

Sen. David A. Reed, a Pennsylvania 
Republican, explained in the 1925 Senate 
debates about the legislation that Border 
Patrol agents could only operate close to 
the border itself: “They have no right to go 
into the interior city and pick up aliens on 
the street and arrest them.” He continued, 
“We are all on alert against granting too 
much power to these officials to act with-
out a warrant.”

Nevertheless, a second clause in the 
Border Patrol’s authorization did allow 
agents to extend their authority away from 
the border line. They could “board and 
search” any “conveyance” in which they be-
lieved “aliens” were being brought into the 
United States.

The agents’ wide jurisdiction was un-
popular with border residents and in Con-
gress. In 1946, the Border Patrol’s authori-
zation was revised: It could operate inside 
the United States, but only “within a rea-
sonable distance from any external bound-
ary.”

Unfortunately, the next year, a routine 
policy interpretation in the Federal Regis-
ter set “a reasonable distance” at 100 miles 
from borders and coastlines. Border Patrol 
agents were free to “board and search” any 
vehicle deep into the interior of the coun-
try.

At the time, there were so few Border 
Patrol agents, the agency’s seemingly un-
constitutional authority went unscruti-
nized for decades. Finally, in the 1970s the 
conflict between the 4th Amendment and 
the Border Patrol’s congressional authori-

zation reached the Supreme Court.
In Almeida-Sanchez v. United States 

(1973), the court reined in the agents, at 
least when it came to formal searches. In 
a 5-4 decision, the justices said the Border 
Patrol needed consent, a warrant or prob-
able cause to conduct a search, just like 
other police officers.

Two years later, in United States v. 
Brignoni-Ponce, the justices considered 
Border Patrol stops. Could they be based 
only on the race of the occupants?

In a unanimous decision, the justices 
said no, but they didn’t rule out race as a 
criterion. To meet a standard of “reason-
able suspicion,” the court required two fac-
tors, and one could be race. The list they 
provided of other acceptable factors was 
so broad it in effect has allowed agents to 
stop almost any vehicle under any circum-
stances in the border zone.

In 1976, United States v. Martinez-
Fuerte tested the constitutionality of the 
Border Patrol’s fixed or temporary check-
points, set up 25 to 100 miles from the 
border. The ruling? At a checkpoint, agents 
can stop every “conveyance” to question 
people about their immigration status and 
inspect the exterior of vehicles. On the basis 
of a single factor of suspicion they can pull 
someone over for more thorough question-
ing. Race alone meets that standard.

Today there are more than 19,000 Bor-
der Patrol agents, and terrorism preven-
tion and drug enforcement, in addition to 

immigration, have become top priorities.
In the 100-mile border zone, a Latino 

driver may be considered reasonably suspi-
cious because he stared at a passing agent 
or because he wouldn’t make eye contact. 
Roving stops don’t even have to be based 
on anything related to the vehicle in ques-
tion, just the characteristics of the area.

At the 113 interior Border Patrol check-
points, what an agent sees in your back 
seat may get you pulled over for further in-
vestigation that could well end in a search 
— most people consent when asked; they 
don’t know they can refuse or that agents 
need probable cause to open their trunk 
otherwise.

At many of the checkpoints, the agents 
use dogs to sniff for drugs, radiation sen-
sors to look for dirty bombs and collect 
license numbers that are stored in a data-
base for 15 years. And now agents are im-
mune from prosecution for even flagrant 
violations of the constitutional rights of 
immigrants and citizens alike.

The Border Patrol’s lack of limits 
should concern all Americans. As the Su-
preme Court has pointed out, Congress 
created the agency’s authorization and 
Congress can curtail or end it.

Legislation has been introduced in the 
House to cut back the border zone to 25 
miles from external boundaries. An even 
smaller zone might be appropriate given 
that 58% of apprehensions happen within 
one mile of the border.

JUST when we thought details sur-
rounding the Uvalde shooting 
couldn’t get worse, they have. Be-

tween the nearly 80-page report the 
Texas House’s investigative committee 
released and the latest bodycam video 
Uvalde’s mayor made public, the full-
est account we have yet of that fateful 
day is nothing short of horrific.

The report and video unveil details 
that piece together the tragic events 
of May 24, when a gunman killed 21 
people, in a way that is more compre-
hensive, but just as infuriating — if not 
more so — than before.

From open doors and a gunman 
whom friends referred to as “school 
shooter,” to thousands of dollars spent 
on gun and ammo purchases, to failed 
law enforcement at every turn, the 
gunman could have been stopped but 
was not, creating a perfect storm of 
chaos and death.

Approximately 376 law enforce-
ment officials ultimately converged at 
the school that day, including nearly 
150 U.S. Border Patrol agents and 91 
state police officials. Yet still, the gun-
man was not confronted until well 
over an hour after he arrived at the 
school and killed 19 students and two 
teachers.

One of the reasons the gunman 
was not stopped sooner was that no 
one really took command, which re-
sulted in “egregiously poor” decision-
making among the hundreds of law 
enforcement personnel there. The re-
port noted their lack of urgency and 
bravery, too. “At Robb Elementary, 
law enforcement responders failed to 
adhere to their active shooter training, 
and they failed to prioritize saving in-
nocent lives over their own safety,” the 
report said.

The body camera of one of the offic-
ers revealed a crucial piece of this puz-
zle that had been missing until now. 
The video from Sgt. Daniel Coronado 
shows him telling dispatch he believes 
the gunman has barricaded himself in-
side an office, not a classroom. It’s not 
clear how he came to this false conclu-
sion but it seems to be part of why of-
ficers were not in a rush to break down 
the door.

Finally, more bodycam footage 
captures the moment officers learn via 
911 dispatch that the gunman is inside 
the classroom with “a room full of vic-
tims.” One of the wounded children 
had actually called 911 from inside the 
room. Still, there was no rush to de-
scend on the gunman.

Pete Arredondo, chief of the Uval-

de school district police, lacked focus 
on the bigger picture: saving lives. He 
obsessively tries to enter the room 
with a set of keys and for some bizarre 
reason, he continues to plead with 
the gunman. “Sir, if you can hear me, 
please put your firearm down, sir,” he 
says. Arredondo’s earnest, but wholly 
misguided, search for proper keys and 
his willingness to attempt a negotia-
tion with a ruthless killer as children 
lay dying cost time and lives.

The report detailed even more in-
formation about the gunman’s person-
ality, character, and methodical acqui-
sition of firearms that fit the profile of 
an angry, motivated, killer. Hindsight 
is 20/20 but a few family members 
and friends seemed to be fully aware 
he was unhealthy and even danger-
ous. He was angry, a bully, and even 
had the nickname “school shooter.” 
He had more than 100 absences each 
school year beginning in 2018, had 
only a ninth grade education at age 17, 
and had fallen out with both his moth-
er and father.

We must figure out how, in the fu-
ture, information like this that might 
seem piecemeal to one person, but 
together could unveil a full picture of 
potentially dangerous behavior for a 
juvenile or young adult with no record, 
can be reported to authorities in a way 
that’s helpful. As for his firearm pur-
chases, the law only requires reporting 
the purchase of multiple handguns in 
a short time to the police. The gun-
man bought AR-15-style rifles — so 
they were not reported. The people 
who sold him his guns even noted his 
odd dress and behavior. This loophole 
must be closed.

A new school year begins in Texas 
soon. Going forward, school districts 
and lawmakers must ask themselves: 
How much public money is spent writ-
ing disaster plans that aren’t followed? 
Turns out, Uvalde had one but no one 
executed it. If we need them, and one 
would think we do, how can we ensure 
they are followed in a commonsense 
manner, knowing real life doesn’t fol-
low black and white emergency plans?

Uvalde Shooting 
Report Finds ‘Systemic 

Failures.’ Use It To 
Prevent Future Attacks

The Long, Deep Reach Of The US Border Patrol
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Kiev 

Ukraine is preparing to at-
tack the Black Sea peninsula 
of Crimea, annexed by russia 
in 2014, and the russian Black 
Sea Fleet stationed there, as a 
clear-out in the country’s in-
telligence agency continues.

“We are receiving anti-
ship capabilities and sooner or 
later we will target the fleet,” 
Ukrainian Deputy Defence 
Minister Volodymyr Havrylov 
told The Times newspaper on 
Tuesday during a visit to Lon-
don.

“russia will have to leave 
Crimea if they wish to exist as 
a country,” he said.

Havrylov said that the re-
capture of the Snake island, 
occupied by Moscow early in 
the invasion, was a first step. 
“We are ready to target them 
all over the Black Sea if we 
have that capability,” he said.

kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov reacted by saying 
that Havrylov’s remarks con-
firmed the necessity of the 
“special military operation,” 
as the war is officially called 
in russia and which aims, 
among other things, to “de-
nazify” and “demilitarize” 
Ukraine.

“Only by such means can 
Ukraine be freed from such 
representatives of the leader-
ship,” Peskov said, accord-
ing to the russian state news 
agency TaSS.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky dismissed additional high-
ranking intelligence agency 
officers on Tuesday as part 
of a wide-ranging clear-out 
of the country’s security and 
prosecution services after nu-
merous defections to the rus-
sian side.

a decree published on 

Tuesday sacked Volodymyr 
Horbenko as deputy head 
of the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU).

Four regional heads in 
Sumy, Dnipropetrovsk, Tran-
scarpathia/Zakarpattia and 
Poltava also lost their posts, 
along with the SBU head of 
Zhytomyr. Zelensky also ap-
pointed a new regional head 
to the post in kharkiv, which 
had been vacant since the end 
of May.

SBU head ivan Bakanov, 
a childhood friend of Zelen-
sky, was dismissed his post on 
Sunday, with the parliament 
in kiev confirming the deci-
sion on Tuesday. Prosecutor 
General iryna Venediktova 
also lost her job for the same 

reason on Sunday.
Zelensky has launched a 

major clear-out of senior staff 
in the intelligence and state 
prosecutor’s services in re-
sponse to a large number of 
defections to the occupying 
russian forces.

The SBU has a staff com-
plement of some 30,000.

On the ground, Ukrainian 
authorities reported a missile 
strike in the eastern Ukrain-
ian town of kramatorsk. May-
or Oleksandr Honcharenko 
wrote on Telegram that there 
were victims, but did give fur-
ther details.

The city of Slovyansk, 
which is considered one of 
Moscow’s next targets, was 
also shelled on Tuesday, ac-

cording to Ukrainian sources.
However, the British in-

telligence agency said in its 
daily report that “russia has 
struggled to sustain effective 
offensive combat power since 
the start of the invasion and 
this problem is likely becom-
ing increasingly acute.” kiev 
and Moscow on Tuesday ex-
changed the bodies of killed 
soldiers.

“Ukraine has brought back 
45 of its defenders,” the re-
sponsible ministry in kiev an-
nounced, saying the exchange 
took place according to the 
Geneva Convention.

according to the russian 
news agency ria novosti, the 
same number of russian sol-
diers had been returned.

dpa
London

TeMPeraTUreS have 
reached 40 degrees Celsius for 
the first time on record in Brit-
ain, with 40.2 degrees provi-
sionally recorded at London’s 
Heathrow airport, the Met Of-
fice said on Tuesday.

The threshold was hit at 
12:50 pm as much of Britain 
sweltered in a heatwave, with 
parts of england and Wales un-
der a red warning for extreme 
heat, posing a danger to life, 
putting pressure on the health 

care system and disrupting 
transport networks.

The extreme heat is fuelled 
by climate change, which is 
making every heatwave more 
intense, frequent and likely, sci-
entists warn. The new high for 
daytime temperatures comes 
after Britain experienced its 
warmest night on record on 
Monday, with temperatures re-
maining in the mid-20s.

The Met Office warned tem-
peratures were still climbing 
early on Tuesday afternoon.

The 40.2 degrees recorded 
at Heathrow beats the previous 

record for Britain of 38.7 de-
grees in Cambridge three years 
ago.

Charlwood, Wisley and 
Chertsey in Surrey, and kew 
Gardens and northolt in west 
London were among the places 
to exceed the 2019 record by 
early afternoon, with tempera-
tures climbing above 39 de-
grees. rail services have been 
heavily disrupted across the 
London region and swathes of 
england amid reports of bulk-
ing rails.

Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps conceded Britain’s 

transport network cannot cope 
with the extreme heat and said 
issues on the rails and roads 
will continue for decades during 
such heatwaves. Britons have 
been urged to stay inside dur-
ing the hottest period of the day, 
between 11 am and 4 pm, and 
wear sun cream and a hat, stay 
in the shade and keep hydrated 
with water.

in the health service, the in-
terim deputy chief executive of 
nHS Providers, Miriam Deak-
in, said the heatwave was im-
pacting urgent and emergency 
care and some planned services.

SHe said: “across the country 
we are seeing hospitals having 
to scale back the number of 
planned surgeries as operat-
ing theatres are too hot. Trusts 
are having to install industrial 
cooling units, mounting fans, 
and trying to cool down iT 
server rooms.” She said staff 
have swapped formal uniforms 
for cooler scrubs, while in 
some places those who are not 
frontline workers have been 
given the option to work from 
home, and hospital kitchens 
are making ice lollies for staff 
and patients.

Temperature hits 40 degrees in Britain for first time on record

Ukraine preparing to attack Crimea 
as intelligence clear-out goes on

ATTACK MODE

dpa
Rome/PaRis

WiLDFireS that have forced 
thousands to leave their homes 
continued to spread in italy 
and France on Tuesday, with 
high winds frustrating fire-
fighters’ efforts.

italian firefighters took 
around 30 residents to safety 
after a fire broke out in the 
Massarosa municipality to 
the north of Pisa in Tuscany 
on Monday evening. a north-
east wind fanned the flames, 
threatening homes in the area.

a road bridge linking the 
Tuscan town of Lucca and 

with the seaside community 
of Viareggio was closed for a 
time. Firefighters in the region 
were being supported by three 
helicopters and two planes.

Fires have erupted repeat-
edly in recent days on the ital-
ian mainland and the islands 
of Sardinia and Sicily. The 
authorities attribute many 
of the blazes to carelessness 
amid an ongoing drought that 
has drained major rivers dry 
and also to arson. Wildfires 
in the Gironde department on 
France’s atlantic coast contin-
ued to spread. Some 19,300 hec-
tares have been scorched by the 
blazes over the past week.

Wildfires fanned by strong winds 
still spreading in Italy and France
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Race to take on Sunak for next UK PM intensifies
pa Media/dpa

London

LiZ Truss received a surge in 
support as she battles it out 
against Penny Mordaunt to 
face rishi Sunak in the British 
Conservative leadership elec-
tion run-off after kemi Bad-
enoch was eliminated.

Truss picked up 15 votes 
to command the support of 86 
Conservative, or Tory, mem-
bers of parliament (MPs) in the 
penultimate ballot, as the right 
of the party appears to be coa-
lescing around her in the race 
for no 10, Downing Street.

Mordaunt increased her 
share by 10 to sit on 92, while 
Sunak gained an extra three 
votes to put him in 118, just shy 
of the number effectively guar-
anteeing him entry to the final 
phase.

Badenoch came last in the 
ballot on 59 votes, with Truss 
believed to be more likely to 
pick up a significant number 
of those votes than Mordaunt 
during the next ballot to be 
held on Wednesday.

Truss, the foreign secre-
tary, was the big winner on 
Tuesday, after 31 votes were 
freed up by the elimination of 
Tom Tugendhat a day earlier.

The momentum of her lat-
est result now puts her favour-
ite to face Sunak in the head-
to-head competition to win a 
ballot of Conservative mem-
bers, with that result being an-
nounced on September 5.

Sunak, the former chancel-
lor, received a blow in the lat-
est limited polling of the party 
membership, which forecast he 
would lose against both of his 
remaining rivals in the run-off.

Mordaunt, the trade min-
ister, said: “We are so nearly 
across the finish line. i am rar-
ing to go and excited to put my 
case to members across the 
country and win.” She thanked 
Badenoch, the former equali-
ties minister, and praised 
her “fresh thinking and bold 
policies” in a possible pitch to 
begin winning over her now-
floating voters.

Sunak’s campaign fo-
cused on polls showing that he 
could beat Labour leader keir 
Starmer and “is the candidate 
the public think would make 
the best PM.” Who the Tory 
membership favours is hard to 
judge because of the low lev-
els of participation in existing 
polling.

But a YouGov survey of 725 
party members over Monday 

and Tuesday saw Sunak losing 
against all of his remaining ri-
vals by large margins.

The survey put Truss beat-
ing Sunak by 54 to 35 and 
Mordaunt beating him 51 to 37.

Mordaunt, who had been 
put ahead in recent weeks, was 
losing to both Truss and Bad-
enoch in head-to-heads by nar-
row margins.

The current size of the 
Conservative membership is 
unknown, but at the last lead-
ership election in 2019 there 
were around 160,000 mem-
bers, and insiders expect it to 
have grown, meaning the poll-

ing is not representative of the 
party.

The Sunak, Truss and 
Mordaunt campaigns will now 
focus on trying to pick up Bade-
noch’s supporters ahead of the 
final vote of MPs on Wednes-
day afternoon.

Former Tugendhat backer 
anne-Marie Trevelyan, the 
international trade secretary, 
came out in support of Truss.

ahead of Tuesday’s result: 
- Sunak promised harsher sen-
tences for criminals who refuse 
to attend court for their sen-
tencing hearings and a crack-
down on grooming gangs.

- Truss promised to in-
crease defence spending by 
2030 and strengthen the intel-
ligence services.

- Mordaunt used a Daily 
Telegraph article to promise 
she would ditch housing tar-
gets if she enters Downing 
Street, saying they have been 
“tested to destruction.” - Boris 
Johnson used his final Cabi-
net meeting as prime minister 
to say the net-zero policy to 
tackle climate change is the 
“right thing to do” even if it is 
“unfashionable,” after criticism 
from the leadership contend-
ers.

- Senior backbencher To-
bias ellwood, a supporter of 
Mordaunt, had the Tory whip 
removed after failing to back 
Johnson in a confidence mo-
tion on Monday.

Meanwhile, Mordaunt said 
she remains “committed” to 
Johnson’s flagship levelling-
up agenda amid concerns that 
the high-investment policy 
could be shelved for less costly 
policies once he leaves office in 
September.

Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps, who is backing Sunak, 
insisted on LBC radio that the 
former chancellor is a “huge 
fan of levelling up.”

Ukrainian soldiers examine a captured Russian armoured personnel carrier near Soledar, Donetsk region 
recently. (aFP)

A commuter uses a fan as they travel by London Underground tube 
train in central London on Tuesday. (aFP)

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Liz Truss in London recently. (aFP)

Monkeypox concern 
grows as virus 
spreads in Chicago

dpa
ChiCago

CHiCaGO public health offi-
cials reported 173 monkeypox 
cases on Monday - up from 
105 last week - and with vac-
cines scarce and hard to find, 
alarm is growing among doc-
tors and those in the gay com-
munity that the city is not doing 
enough to address the spread.

Health officials are im-
ploring the city to do more by 
increasing not only resources 
such as contact tracing, but also 
public awareness and educa-
tion. Some in the gay commu-
nity feel that the lack of public 
concern about the virus is be-
cause it’s mostly affecting men 
who have sex with other men, 
but health officials warn there 
is nothing to stop the virus 
from spreading to the entire  
population.

“it doesn’t care if you’re 
gay or not,” said Dr aniruddha 
Hazra, an infectious disease 
physician at LGBTQ-focused 
Howard Brown Health Center 
and the University of Chicago 
Medicine. 

“We have the tools to stop 
this from moving to other 
populations.” nine Chicagoans 
have been hospitalized because 
of the illness, Chicago Depart-
ment of Public Health spokes-
person andrew Buchanan said 
Monday. 

The city has received over 
5,400 doses of the vaccine and 
expects another 15,000 doses 
in coming days, he said. The 
federal government has or-
dered millions of doses.

He said the city’s vaccina-
tion effort is focused on people 
with the highest risk of expo-
sure, which includes gay men, 
bisexual men and other men 
who have sex with men at ven-
ues, with multiple or anony-
mous partners, or for money. 
People who think they qualify 
for the vaccine should contact 
their health care provider, Bu-

chanan said.
“Please be patient. There 

is not currently enough vac-
cine for all those who qualify 
to receive a dose, but we will 
expand where the vaccine is 
available as we receive addi-
tional doses,” he said.

The list of patients request-
ing monkeypox vaccines from 
northstar Healthcare Medi-
cal Center has grown to 240 
names, medical director Dr. 
Daniel Berger said. But the 
gay-focused primary care site 
Berger founded could only give 
25 vaccination appointments 
on Monday.

“it’s not enough,” he said. 
The response to the generally 
nonfatal but serious viral illness 
reminds the HiV specialist of 
the early days of the aiDS epi-
demic. He said he doesn’t think 
there’s enough information 
about the virus being shared.

“i don’t see there being a 
concerted effort from the city 
or the government in terms of 
getting that word out there,” 
Berger said.

Monkeypox is a virus relat-
ed to smallpox that was first de-
tected in humans in 1970 and 
is endemic to parts of west and 
central africa. a past american 
outbreak occurred in illinois in 
2003, which was linked to prai-
rie dogs and infected 71 people 
across the Midwest.

The viral illness typically 
begins with flu-like symptoms 
and swelling of the lymph 
nodes before progressing to 
distinct, large rashes on the 
face and body that look like 
pimples or blisters. The ill-
ness typically lasts two to four 
weeks.

Zelensky 
sacks further 
intelligence 
service officials
Kiev Ukrainian President 
volodymyr Zelensky dis-
missed additional high-
ranking intelligence agency 
officers on Tuesday as part 
of a wide-ranging clear-out 
of the country’s security 
and prosecution services 
after numerous defections 
to the Russian side.

a decree published on 
Tuesday sacked volodymyr 
horbenko as deputy head 
of the security service of 
Ukraine (sBU).

Four regional heads 
in sumy, dnipropetrovsk, 
Transcarpathia and Pol-
tava also lost their posts, 
along with the sBU head of 
Zhytomyr.

Zelensky also appoint-
ed a new regional head to 
the post in Kharkiv, which 
had been vacant since the 
end of may.

sBU head ivan Ba-
kanov, a childhood friend 
of Zelensky, was dismissed 
his post on sunday, with 
parliament in Kiev confirm-
ing the decision on Tues-
day. Prosecutor general 
iryna venediktova also 
lost her job for the same 
reason on sunday.

Zelensky has launched 
a major clear-out of senior 
staff in the intelligence and 
state prosecutor’s services 
in response to a large num-
ber of defections to the 
occupying Russian forces.

The sBU has a staff 
complement of some 
30,000. (dpa)

Monkeypox is a virus  
related to smallpox that 
was first detected in 
humans in 1970 and is 
endemic to parts of west 
and central Africa

World
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QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has unveiled five new features 
on its award-winning Mobile 
App, as part of its ongoing ef-
forts to provide innovative 
digital solutions to empower 
its customers and give them 
more control.

QIB has introduced a new 
feature to apply for an Instant 
Credit Card against Lien by 
simply blocking an amount 
equivalent to the card limit 
from their account using the 
QIB Mobile App, a first of its 
kind in Qatar. This feature also 
provides the opportunity for 
customers who do not have a 
salary to obtain a Credit Card 
from QIB instantly without the 
hassle of documentation.

A summary of the features 
and benefits of each credit 
card is displayed to help the 
customer make an informed 
decision on which card to pick. 
The customer can then choose 
to receive their new credit card 
the next business day from the 
C-Ring Service Center or have 

it delivered to their doorstep 
by QatarPost.

In just a few simple steps, 
the whole process to apply and 
get approval for a new credit 
card is completed in a couple 
of minutes, and the customer 
can activate the card and use it 
instantly by adding it to Apple 
Pay without the need to wait 
for the physical card.

To encourage better online 
security on customers’ debit 
cards, QIB has now added 
another layer of controls on 
all QIB Debit Cards. With 
the new feature, all QIB debit 
cardholders can now activate 
or deactivate the use of their 
debit cards for online transac-
tions. In addition, customers 
who use their debit cards for 
online transactions will have 
the control to set the amount 
limit of their online transac-
tions instantly through the 
QIB Mobile App.

QIB now enables custom-
ers to manage their own daily 
bank transfer limits by in-
creasing or decreasing their 
daily transfer limits instantly 
through the QIB Mobile App.

This service will enable 

customers to have better con-
trol and request an increase in 
transfer limits whenever they 
need to transfer an amount 
larger than the set limit with-
out the need to visit a QIB 
branch.

With the new update, cus-
tomers who have purchased a 
Takaful product through QIB 
can now view all their Takaful 
product policies on the Mobile 
App. With the new feature, 
QIB will alert its customers 

when their policies are about 
to expire and in turn, the cus-
tomer can renew the expir-
ing policy through the Mobile 
App instantly. Family Shield, 
Credit Shield, Auto Takaful and 
Walady & Afaq Takaful Savings 

Products will be displayed.
Putting customers at the 

heart of its digital transforma-
tion strategy, QIB introduced 
another new feature allow-
ing customers to cancel their 
Western Union transfers if the 

money has not been collected 
by the beneficiary. In addi-
tion, customers can request to 
modify the beneficiary’s name 
on the mobile app without the 
need to call the Bank.

Commenting on this recent 
update, QIB General Manager 
for Personal Banking Group 
D Anand said, “Last year, 
QIB introduced a new ver-
sion of its Mobile App with a 
new look and various features 
to provide customers with a 
seamless banking experience. 
Since then, we have been con-
tinuously introducing new and 
innovative features that are 
changing the way our custom-
ers experience the Mobile App 
allowing them to have more 
control over their financial 
needs and making their online 
banking experience more per-
sonal and secure.”

“As customers are mov-
ing to digital channels faster 
than ever, it is important for 
us to keep meeting our cus-
tomers’ needs and get them  
more engaged with their fi-
nances by providing the most 
advanced user experience,” 
said D Anand.

QIB adds five new features to its mobile app

QNA
RIYADH

GULF Cooperation Council 
Secretary-General Dr Nayef 
Falah Mubarak Al Hajraf dis-
cussed means of developing 
the cooperation in the eco-
nomic, trade and development 
fields with Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Af-
rica (Comesa) Secretary-Gen-
eral Chileshe Kapwepwe via 
video conference on Monday.

This cooperation aims to 
open African markets for Gulf 
exports and increase invest-
ment.

The two sides also ex-

changed views on economic 
developments and discussed 
the progress of the latest 
memorandum of understand-
ing signed between the GCC 
and COMESA in 2010, which 
focuses on economic coopera-
tion.

Comesa is a regional or-
ganisation established in 1994 
with the aim of establishing an 
economic and commercial en-
tity capable of facing the suc-
cessive changes imposed by 
the new world economic order, 
as well as achieving economic 
prosperity through regional 
integration of the peoples of 
Eastern and Southern Africa.

GCC, Comesa 
discuss means 
to enhance ties

LNG production at NFE 
project to start by 2025

QNA
DOHA

BY having revealed the list 
of companies chosen for ex-
panding the North Field East 
(NFE) gas field, Qatar has im-
plemented the first phase of 
raising its production of lique-
fied natural gas to 110 million 
tonnes, a rise of 43 percent 
from the current level.

Therefore, the four new 
production lines will be ready 
for production by 2025. Ex-
perts disclosed to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that this paves 
the way for announcing the 
winning companies for the 
development of the second 
phase of the southern sector 
of the North Field at the be-
ginning of 2023, which aims 
to increase the national pro-
duction capacity of liquefied 
natural gas from 110 million 
tonnes annually to 126 million 
tonnes by 2027.

Experts assert that Qa-
tar chose the right moment 
to announce its North Field 
East gas field development 
partners, in light of the soar-
ing pressure on the global 
gas market resulting in a 
search for additional sources 
of this vital substance. The 
development of the NFE will 
contribute to quenching the 
thirst of markets and further 
strengthen Qatar’s position 
as a major player in the gas 
industry.

In a statement to QNA, 
economist Nasser Al Khalidi 
said that Qatar’s plan to in-
crease its production of gas 
meets the requirements of 
the market and is a result of 
extensive and accurate stud-
ies that confirmed the exist-
ence of a large demand for 
liquefied gas as part of states’ 
strategies to switch from us-
ing polluting energy sources 
causing greenhouse gases to 
other clean sources of energy.

Al Khalidi added that the 
rise in gas prices is temporary 
and is linked to the Russian-

Ukrainian war. In his assess-
ment the market will balance 
itself in phases based on the 
mechanism of supply and de-
mand, stressing that the con-
cerned authorities in Qatar 
have chosen the right timing 
to raise their production ca-
pacities in light of the short-
age predicted to take its toll 
on markets in the second half 
of the twenties of this century.

Furthermore, TotalEner-
gies, ExxonMobil, Conoco-
Phillips, Eni, and Shell had 
won earlier this year contracts 
to develop NFE, whose in-
vestment costs stand at about 
$28.75 billion.

It is worth mentioning 
that the North Gas Field is a 
huge natural gas field located 
in the waters of the Arabian 
Gulf, and is the largest gas 
field in the world, with 50.97 
trillion cubic meters of gas.

Moreover, the field covers 
an area of about 9,700 square 
kilometres, of which 6,000 
square meters are in the ter-
ritorial waters of Qatar. The 

field was discovered in 1971 
and production in it began  
     in 1989.

The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) stated that the 
field contains an estimated 51 
trillion cubic meters of natural 
gas and about 50 billion bar-
rels (7.9 billion cubic meters) 
of natural gas condensate.

In addition, Qatar current-
ly has a nominal gas liquefac-
tion capacity of 77 million tons 
per year, following Australia’s 
capacity of 88 million tonnes 
per year.

Furthermore, Al Khalidi 
said that the new production 
expansion will provide addi-
tional budget revenues for the 
government that will be chan-
nelled into further invest-
ments in the domains of edu-
cation, health, and services in 
keeping pace with population 
growth, and in preparation for 
the new arrivals into the la-
bour market and their needs, 
as the number of graduates is 
estimated at 3,000 graduates 
annually.

In fact, economic reports 
stated that Qatar expects 
to reap additional revenues 
of $40 billion, as soon as it 
completes the first part of the 
2025 natural gas production 
expansion project, with its 
production reaching 110 mil-
lion tonnes by 2025.

Reports indicated that liq-
uefied natural gas sales will 
help achieve a budget surplus 
of about $44 billion by 2025, 
with the bulk of the remaining 
revenue going to the  sover-
eign fund.

In a statement to QNA, 
banking expert Abdullah Al 
Raisi confirmed that Qatar’s 
policy to raise its production 
of natural gas is proceeding 
according to its programmed 
plans, as production is ex-
pected to reach about 126 mil-
lion tons by 2027. He pointed 
to the effort to raise produc-
tion parallel to another effort 
in marketing by signing new 
contracts with several part-
ners concerning the addition-
al quantities resulting from 

raising production capacities.
Al Raisi pointed out that 

raising national capacities 
in natural gas production is 
a qualitative leap that will 
enhance the country’s posi-
tion as one of the main play-
ers in this industry, which is 
witnessing a rise in demand, 
as a result of the pivotal role 
of this clean source of energy 
at a time when the world is 
in the process of an energy 
transition currently, which 
translates into Qatar having 
a bigger share of the market 
be it on the spot or long-term 
markets.

Furthermore, experts con-
sider that although natural 
gas is a fossil fuel, it is less 
harmful than other fuels such 
as oil and coal. Some even 
consider it as a transitional 
element towards renewable 
energy for some countries by 
using it to generate electricity 
instead of coal.

It is worth noting that gas 
will remain an important en-
ergy source especially when it 
comes to resource continuity 
and quality interruptions, in 
addition to offsetting fluctua-
tions in demand on a seasonal 
and daily basis.

Moreover, Al Raisi said 
that the development of gas 
production capabilities in 
Qatar will enable the coun-
try to gain more control over 
the various stages of this in-
dustry’s chain production 
and will quench the thirst of 
global markets for this vital 
substance.

Al Raisi explained that the 
liquefied gas production raise 
will return Qatar to the top of 
the list of producing and ex-
porting countries of the fuel 
and will enable more diversi-
fication of the state’s sources 
of income and will provide a 
higher budget to be spent on 
projects included in the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, in the 
process of achieving sustain-
able development goals on 
various fronts.

Qatar expects to reap additional revenues of $40 billion as soon as it completes the first part of the North 
Field East (NFE) gas field expansion project.            

GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Falah Mubarak Al Hajraf in a meet-
ing with Comesa Secretary General Chileshe Kapwepwe via video                         
conference on Monday.

QNA
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THE Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) announced the resump-
tion of the trading session on 
Tuesday after resolving a tech-
nical glitch. In a statement on 
its website, QSE said, “The 
market pre-opening was set 
to take place until 12:40, after 
which the market opening ses-

sion will start at 12:40 with the 
pre-close set at 14:35, whilst 
the trading-at-last at 14:45, 
concluding with the market 
close at 14:50.

During the revised trading  
session, the QSE main index 
gained 36.5 points to close at 
12,129.41 points. 

A total number of 9,775 
trades were executed during 
the session. 

QSE resumes trading after 
technical glitch resolved
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EU expects Russian gas cutoff, 
to release winter energy plan

Agencies

ExpEcting that Russian 
president Vladimir putin will 
cut off vast natural gas sup-
plies to the European Union, 
the bloc’s head office is set to 
propose energy cuts and sav-
ings Wednesday that might 
make for a much colder win-
ter, but one without massive 
disruptions.

Since Russia invaded 
Ukraine, the EU has ap-
proved bans on Russian coal 
and most oil to take effect 
later this year but did not in-
clude natural gas because the 
27-nation bloc depends on it 
to power factories, generate 
electricity and heat homes. 
now, it fears that putin will 
cut off gas anyway to try to 
wreak economic and political 
havoc in Europe this winter.

“We are working on the 
worst possible scenario,” 
said Eric Mamer, spokesman 
for the European commis-
sion, the EU’s executive arm. 
“And that scenario — an as-
sumption, therefore — is that 
gazprom would no longer 
deliver any gas — any gas 
— to Europe.” Experts were 

still plotting how to spread 
the pain of cuts equally 
among member states under 
the plan. 

Up to the last hours, EU 
officials were putting final 
touches on how the propos-
als would look, including 
how far guidance would go 
and where mandatory rules 
would have to kick in.

Early leaks said the plan 
for call for EU nations to 
limit gas consumption by as 
much as 15%, but changes 
could still come at the last 
moment.

the aim is to ensure es-
sential industries and ser-
vices like hospitals could 
keep functioning, while oth-
ers would have to cut back. 
that could include lowering 
heat in public buildings and 
enticing families to use less 
energy at home.

EU nations and the com-
mission have gone on a buy-
ing spree to diversify its nat-
ural gas sources away from 
Russia, but they are still ex-
pected to fall far short of pro-
viding businesses and homes 
with enough energy in the 
cold months.

Agencies

thE United States wants to 
end its “undue dependence” 
on rare earths, solar panels 
and other key goods from 
china to prevent Beijing 
from cutting off supplies as 
it has done to other coun-
tries, U.S. treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said.

Yellen, who arrived 
in Seoul late on Monday, 
told Reuters she was push-
ing for increased trade ties 
with South Korea and other 
trusted allies to improve the 
resilience of supply chains 
and avert possible manipu-
lation by geopolitical rivals.

“Resilient supply chains 
mean a diversity of sources 
of supply and eliminating to 
the extent we can the possi-
bility that geopolitical rivals 
will be able to manipulate 
us and threaten our securi-
ty,” she said in an interview 
en route to Seoul.

Yellen will map out her 
concerns in a major policy 
address in Seoul on tuesday 
after touring the facilities of 
South Korean tech heavy-
weight Lg corp during the 
final leg of an 11-day visit to 
the indo-pacific region.

According to excerpts 

of her remarks, Yellen will 
make a strong pitch for 
“friend-shoring” or diversi-
fying U.S. supply chains to 
rely more on trusted trading 
partners, a move she said 
would also combat inflation 
and help counter china’s 
“unfair trade practices.” 
Yellen said South Korea had 
“tremendous strengths in 
terms of resources, technol-
ogy, abilities” and its com-
panies, including Lg, were 
already investing in the 
United States.

“they have substantial 
capacity to produce ad-
vanced semiconductors,” 
was particularly important 
given the United States’ 
“huge dependence” on tai-
wan Semiconductor, she 
said.

it was critical to reduce 
U.S. dependence on cer-
tain chinese exports since 
Beijing had cut off supplies 
to countries such as Japan 
in the past, while applying 
pressure in other ways to 
Australia and Lithuania, a 
senior treasury official said.

“they have used coer-
cion to pressure a number 
of countries whose behavior 
they have disapproved of,” 
Yellen said. 

US wants to end 
dependence on 
China rare earths

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
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AiRpLAnES are a minor con-
tributor to global greenhouse-
gas emissions, but their share 
is sure to grow as more people 
travel in coming years — and 
that has the aviation industry 
facing the prospect of tighter 
environmental regulations 
and higher costs.

the industry has em-
braced a goal of reaching net-
zero greenhouse-gas emis-
sions by 2050. Experts who 
track the issue are skeptical.

Until the cOViD-19 pan-
demic caused travel to slump, 
airlines were on a steady 
course of burning more fuel, 
year after year. today’s air-
craft engines are the most 
efficient ever, but improve-
ments in reducing fuel burn 
are agonizingly slow — about 
1% a year on average.

At Monday’s opening 
of a huge aviation industry 
show near London, discus-
sion about climate change re-
placed much of the usual buzz 
over big airplane orders.

the weather was fitting. 
the Farnborough interna-
tional Airshow opened as 
U.K. authorities issued the 
first extreme heat warning in 
England’s history. two near-
by airports closed their run-
ways, one reporting that heat 
caused the surface to buckle.

As airlines confront cli-
mate change, the stakes could 
hardly be higher.

Jim harris, who leads the 
aerospace practice at consult-
ant Bain & co., says that with 
airlines recovering from the 
jolt of the pandemic, hitting 
net-zero by 2050 is now the 
industry’s biggest challenge.

“there is no obvious solu-
tion, there is no one technol-
ogy, there is no one set of ac-

tions that are going to get the 
industry there,” harris says. 
“the amount of change re-
quired, and the timeline, are 
big issues.” Aviation releases 
only one-sixth the amount of 
carbon dioxide produced by 
cars and trucks, according to 
World Resources institute, 
a nonprofit research group 
based in Washington. how-
ever, aviation is used by far 
fewer people per day.

Jet fuel use by the four 
biggest U.S. airlines – Ameri-
can, United, Delta and South-

west — rose 15% in the five 
years leading up to 2019, 
the last year before air travel 
dropped, even as they updat-
ed their fleets with more effi-
cient planes.

Airbus and Boeing, the 
world’s two biggest aircraft 
makers, both addressed sus-
tainability during Monday’s 
opening day at Farnborough, 
although they approached the 
issue in different ways.

Europe’s Airbus and seven 
airline groups announced a 
venture in West texas to ex-

plore removing carbon diox-
ide from the air and injecting 
it deep underground, while 
Boeing officials said sustain-
able aviation fuel, or SAF, will 
be the best tool — but not the 
only one — to reduce emis-
sions.

Last September, airline 
leaders and president Joe 
Biden touted an agreement to 
cut aircraft emissions 20% by 
2030 by producing 3 billion 
gallons of SAF by then and 
replacing all conventional jet 
fuel by 2050. climate experts 

praised the idea but said the 
voluntary targets are overly 
optimistic. current SAF pro-
duction is around 5 million 
gallons per year.

Sustainable fuel is bio-
fuel made from cooking oil, 
animal fats, municipal waste 
or other feedstocks. its chief 
advantage is that it can be 
blended with conventional 
fuel to power jet engines. it 
has been used many times 
on test flights and even regu-
lar flights with passengers on 
board.

Aviation faces hurdle to hit 
goals for cutting emissions

A Boeing 777X plane takes off at the Farnborough Air Show fair in Farnborough on Monday. Some 1200 exhibitors from around the world will 
show their newest developments in Future Flight, Space, Defence, Innovation, Sustainability and Workforce from July 18 until July 22, 2022.
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JOhnSOn & Johnson rode 
sales of the cancer treatment 
Darzalex and other key drugs 
to a better-than-expected sec-
ond quarter, but exchange 
rates again pinched the health 
care giant’s 2022 forecast.

After trimming its forecast 
in April citing exchange rates, 
the company did so again 
tuesday to a range below an-
alyst expectations. Johnson 
& Johnson, which brings in 
nearly half of its sales from 
outside the United States, said 
foreign exchange rates deliv-
ered a $1.5 billion hit to sales 

in quarter.
the strong U.S. dollar is 

nearing parity with the euro 
for the first time in decades, 
and that can affect sales for 
companies that do a lot of in-
ternational business. they 
have to convert those sales 
into dollars when they report 
earnings.

A stronger dollar decreas-
es the value of those sales. it 
also gives foreign products 
a price edge in the United 
States.

J&J said tuesday that it 
now expects adjusted earnings 
of $10 to $10.10 per share this 
year, down from the $10.15 to 

$10.35 it forecast in the spring.
Wall Street had been ex-

pecting earnings of $10.19 per 
share, according to FactSet.

in the second quarter for 
J&J, sales of the blood cancer 
treatment Darzalex jumped 
39% to nearly $2 billion. Sales 
of J&J’s one-shot cOViD-19 
vaccine, which debuted last 
year, totaled $544 million, 
with only $45 million coming 
from the United States.

U.S. regulators in May 
strictly limited who can re-
ceive Johnson & Johnson’s 
cOViD-19 vaccine due to the 
ongoing risk of rare but seri-
ous blood clots. that came a 

month after J&J said it was 
suspending sales projections 
for the vaccine, from which it 
doesn’t intend to profit.

Outside pharmaceuticals, 
which make up J&J’s biggest 
business, sales slipped for the 
company’s medical device and 
consumer health segments but 
grew slightly when not count-
ing exchange rates.

J&J said last fall it will 
split off its consumer health 
business, which sells Band 
Aids and beauty products, 
into a separate, publicly trad-
ed company. that will allow 
the world’s largest maker of 
health care products to focus 

on pharmaceuticals and medi-
cal devices.

chief Executive Officer 
Joaquin Duato told analysts 
on tuesday that the company 
was on track to complete the 
separation next year.

Overall, J&J’s quarterly 
profit plunged 23% to $4.81 
billion in the second quar-
ter compared with last year’s 
quarter, when earnings 
jumped as hospitals and the 
rest of the health care industry 
recovered from the initial im-
pact of the pandemic.

Adjusted earnings per 
share totaled $2.59 and sales 
grew 3% to $24.02 billion.

Strong Q2 at J&J, but outlook cut again due to dollar’s rise

‘Chinese-made GPS tracker highly vulnerable’
Agencies

A popular chinese-made au-
tomotive gpS tracker used in 
169 countries has severe soft-
ware vulnerabilities, posing 
a potential danger to users’ 
safety, national security and 
supply chains, cybersecurity 
researchers have found.

A report by the Boston cy-
bersecurity firm BitSight says 
the flaws could let attack-
ers remotely hijack device-
equipped vehicles, cutting off 
fuel to them and otherwise 
seizing control while they 
travel.

the researchers say users 
should immediately disable 
the MV720 gpS tracker until 
a fix becomes available. the 
report was released tuesday 
to coincide with an advisory 
from the U.S. cybersecurity 
and infrastructure Security 
Agency listing five vulner-
abilities.

BitSight said it tried un-
successfully for months — be-
ginning in September, with 
ciSA joining it in late April — 
to engage the manufacturer, 
Shenzen-based MicODUS, 
in discussion addressing the 
vulnerabilities. the Associ-

ated press telephoned and 
emailed the company but got 
no response. A person who 
answered a phone number 
listed on its website was un-
able to respond in English.

ciSA said in a statement 
that it was not aware of “any 
active exploitation” of the vul-
nerabilities.

gpS trackers are used 
globally to monitor vehicle 
fleets – from trucks to school 
buses to military vehicles 
— and protect them against 
theft. in addition to collecting 
data on vehicle location, they 
typically also monitor other 
metrics, such as driver behav-
ior and fuel usage. Via remote 
access, many are wired to cut 
off a vehicle’s fuel or alarm, 
lock or unlock its doors and 
more.

Using the MV720, which 
BitSight says costs less than 
$25 per unit, a malicious user 
could remotely cut off the fuel 
line of a vehicle in motion, 
know a vehicle’s real-time lo-
cation for espionage purposes 
or intercept and taint location 
or other data to sabotage op-
erations, said the principal 
BitSight researcher on the 
project, pedro Umbelino.

he said multiple mali-
cious scenarios are possible: 
First responders’ vehicles 
could be crippled, or a hacker 
could shut off an engine and 
demand a cryptocurrency 
ransom of victims to avoid 
calling a mechanic.

the main vulnerabilities: 
the device comes with a de-
fault password that more than 
90% of users don’t change, 
and there is second, obscure 
but hard-coded password that 

works for all devices, BitSight 
found. it also found security 
flaws in the software of the 
web server used to remotely 
manage the gpS devices.

the manufacturer, MicO-
DUS claims an installed base 
of 1.5 million devices across 
420,000 customers, said Bit-
Sight. its research found they 
included a Fortune 50 energy 
company and an aerospace 
company, a national military 
in South America and in east-

ern Europe, a nuclear power 
plant operator and a national 
law enforcement agency in 
western Europe. it did not 
name any of them. countries 
with the most users included, 
by continent: Brazil, Mexico, 
Spain and Russia.

Richard clarke, the for-
mer U.S. cybersecurity czar, 
called the insecure gpS de-
vice yet another example of a 
smart chinese-made product 
“that is phoning home and 
could be used maliciously by 
the chinese government.” 
While clarke said he doubted 
the tracker was designed for 
that purpose, the danger is 
real because chinese compa-
nies are obliged by law to fol-
low their government’s orders 
-- which is why Washington 
has been seeking to minimize 
chinese components in U.S. 
telecoms networks and why 
some in congress are pushing 
for a ban on U.S. government 
purchases of chinese drones.

“You just wonder, how of-
ten are we going to find these 
things that are infrastructure 
-- where there’s a poten-
tial for chinese abuse -- and 
the users don’t know?” said 
clarke.

The US Homeland Security Department headquarters in northwest 
Washington.
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Anxious employees, wary 
advertisers and hamstrung 
management: Twitter is limp-
ing along as it waits to learn 
how the fight over Elon Musk’s 
buyout bid will end.

Just days before the first 
court hearing in Twitter’s law-
suit seeking to force the Tesla 
boss to close the $44 billion 
deal, the firm is stuck in limbo.

“The best conclusion for 
me would be that he leaves us 
alone, so that we can go on our 
merry way,” an engineer at the 
key social media network told 
AFP on condition of anonym-
ity.

The engineer spoke of em-
ployees departing and a “cli-
mate of uncertainty that does 
not leave one with a peaceful 
state of mind.” “We’re still try-
ing to do our work normally, 
because the main reasons why 
we chose to work for Twitter 
still hold true,” he added.

But there’s been nothing 
normal about Musk’s unsolic-
ited bid that he’s now backed 
away from, saying Twitter has 
obfuscated on the number of 
fake accounts on the platform.

He has harangued the 
network, on its own platform 
no less, with mocking tweets 
about its management and di-
rection.

“Musk’s repeated dispar-
agement of Twitter and its 
personnel, create uncertain-

ty... that harm Twitter and its 
stockholders,” the firm’s law-
yers argued in their lawsuit 
lodged this week.

The billionaire’s com-
ments “also expose Twitter 
to adverse effects on its busi-
ness operations, employees, 
and stock price,” the lawyers 
added.

A judge has set the first 
hearing in the case for Tues-
day in a court in the eastern 
state of Delaware.

“Twitter is facing a huge 
image crisis, and confidence 
in its leadership is wavering,” 
eMarketer analyst Debra Wil-
liamson told AFP. “But wheth-
er the Musk situation has af-
fected its revenues is unclear.” 
she said the most loyal adver-
tisers have likely stuck around, 
but those less committed to 
Twitter may have scaled back 
their spending while waiting 
for the endgame.

Angelo Carusone, presi-
dent of watchdog group Media 
Matters, thinks the damage is 
already done because Musk 
has been a frequent critic of 
content moderation.

The fight against hate and 
disinformation is widely de-
fended internally, but also by 
many advertisers, concerned 
that their brands are not asso-
ciated with toxic messages.

Carusone said that in early 
May, at an annual marketing 
event where companies nego-
tiate large advertising deals, 

Twitter was “not able to give 
advertisers any clarity or con-
fidence” that it would continue 
to be safe showcase for them.

“They didn’t go anywhere 
close to what they normally 
sell at that event. And it’s ob-
viously been sluggish since 
then,” he added.

The san Francisco-based 
social network cannot afford 
to lose customers.

unlike big fish such as 
Google and Facebook parent 
Meta, which dominate online 
advertising and make billions 
in profits, Twitter lost hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in 
2020 and 2021.

The group will capture less 
than one percent of global ad 
revenue in 2022, according to 
eMarketer, compared to 12.5 
percent for Facebook, 9 per-
cent for instagram and nearly 
two percent for booming up-
start TikTok.

on top of that, Twitter’s 
user base is barely expected to 
grow and may even shrink in 
the united states, noted Wil-
liamson, the eMarketer ana-
lyst.

Musk once had potential 
Twitter investors salivating 
with his talk of growing rev-
enue fivefold and aiming for a 
billion users by 2028.

instead, a court battle is 
building to “end either with 
Twitter being owned by an un-
happy investor who decided he 
didn’t want it after all, or with 

Twitter on its own and weaker 
than it was before this all start-
ed,” Williamson added.

The battle is set to last for 
months, and at a time when 
economic headwinds are 
steady and firms need to be 
nimble to monetize new audio 
and video formats, diversify 
revenue sources and attract 
younger audiences.

“At least Facebook can re-
spond to current threats, even 
if they’re responding poorly, 
they can respond,” said Caru-
sone, the Media Matters presi-
dent.

“What Twitter cannot do 
right now is meaningfully re-
spond to anything.” The so-
cial network’s lawyers have 
blamed Musk for withholding 
consent for two employee re-
tention programs “designed to 
keep selected top talent during 
a period of intense uncertain-
ty generated in large part by 
Musk’s erratic conduct.” in-
ternally, some employees have 
also lost confidence in man-
agement, which they would 
have liked to be more combat-
ive in dealing with the world’s 
richest person.

Parker Lyons, a financial 
analyst at Twitter, went so far 
as to tweet several memes that 
took aim at the firm’s board 
for its deal with Musk.

in one, the board is shown 
firing bullets into Twitter 
above the sarcastic caption: 
“Who could have done this?”

Rattled and uncertain of its 
future, Twitter stumbles on

Twitter has brought lawsuit to force billionaire Elon Musk to make good on his promise to buy the social media giant.

Under the cloud of Elon Musk’s buyout bid, Twitter is left in limbo

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

AT the Win-Win Huawei in-
novation Week, David Wang, 
Executive Director of the 
Board and Chairman of the 
iCT infrastructure Managing 
Board of Huawei, delivered a 
keynote speech titled “inno-
vation, Lighting up the 5.5G 
Era”. in his speech, Wang 
spoke about the next evolution 
of 5G technology, which the 
company has termed, 5.5G, 
and the industry’s innovation 
roadmap for the next five to 
ten years.

“Looking ahead to 2025, 
the sheer diversity and mag-
nitude of network service re-
quirements will create huge 
new market potential,” said 
Wang. “We’re here to discuss 
these opportunities with op-
erators and industry partners, 
and explore the innovations 
we need to help pave the way 
for 5.5G.”

Huawei proposed 5.5G for 
the first time at the 11th Global 
Mobile Broadband Forum 
in 2020, and F5.5G (or fixed 
5.5G) at the Global Analyst 
summit this April. since then, 

the industry has been simmer-
ing with new ideas and best 
practices.

A wealth of new require-
ments will raise the bar for 
next-generation iCT infra-
structure

According to Wang, new 
developments in digital tech-
nology need to support a truly 
real-time, engaging, and more 
immersive experience in the 
digital world, and gradually 
make a 10 Gbps network expe-
rience available everywhere on 
the planet.

on the industrial front, 
digitalization has already en-
tered the fast lane. Ai will be 
fully integrated into enterprise 
production processes, and the 
size of the 5.5G ioT market 
will grow rapidly. Collabora-
tion between robots and peo-
ple in complex scenarios will 
impose greater requirements 
on next-generation industrial 
field networks.

Currently, bottlenecks in 
computing, such as memory 
walls, unbalanced utilization 
of data center resources, and 
low energy efficiency, are hin-
dering the rise of new comput-
ing demand. To address these 

challenges, the industry needs 
to innovate at the architecture 
and system levels to boost 
computing supply.

six features of 5.5G – new 
value for digital life and devel-
opment

The first is a 10 Gbps user 
experience. 5.5G will deliver 
a 10 Gbps experience through 
MiMo technology that boasts 
larger bandwidth, higher spec-
trum efficiency, and higher-
order modulation. With next-
generation technologies like 

FTTR, Wi-Fi 7, 50G Pon, and 
800G, F5.5G will bring a 10 
Gbps experience everywhere.

At the event, Wang pro-
posed net5.5G for the first 
time, defining the evolution of 
iP networks to meet the rising 
demand for computing power 
by intelligent applications. 
“As digitalization takes hold, 
intelligent applications will 
see large-scale commercializa-
tion and computing resources 
will be located across multi-
ple clouds,” said Wang. “En-
terprises need to make use of 

computing power from multi-
ple clouds at lower costs, with 
greater agility and flexibility. 
To this end, we need to keep 
innovating and build out the 
iPv6 Enhanced system to help 
the industry thrive. This is why 
we proposed net5.5G.”

second, the business scope 
will go beyond connectiv-
ity. 5.5G will go beyond con-
nectivity to include sensing, 
which will result in a wealth 
of new scenarios and applica-
tions. Wireless sensing and 
fiber sensing technologies will 

be used in vehicle-road col-
laboration and environment 
monitoring. Passive ioT will 
integrate cellular and passive 
tag technologies to create 100 
billion potential connections. 
5.5G core networks will rede-
fine architectures and founda-
tional technologies to enable 
new service scenarios, such 
as industry private networks, 
industrial field networks, and 
new calling.

Third, diversified com-
puting will enable diversified 
applications. in the 5.5G era, 
computing architectures will 
be redefined to increase com-
puting efficiency by 10-fold 
through chip engineering and 
full peer-to-peer interconnec-
tion architectures.

Fourth, data-centric stor-
age will break through existing 
limits in storage architecture. 
Future storage will improve 
storage performance by 10-fold 
through data-centric hardware 
and software architecture and 
diversified data application ac-
celeration engines.

Fifth, full-stack Ai na-
tive will make L4 highly au-
tonomous driving networks 
(ADns) a reality. ADns have 

become a common goal of the 
industry. Full-stack Ai native, 
from network elements to net-
works and services, will accel-
erate breakthroughs in ADn 
technology. The results of new 
innovation, such as compres-
sion algorithms for hundreds 
of network indicators and un-
known fault identification by 
Ai foundation models, will be 
widely applied in the 5.5G era.

Lastly, developments in 
green technology and system-
level innovation will increase 
energy efficiency. The iTu-T 
has adopted network Carbon 
data/energy intensity (nCie) 
as the unified energy efficiency 
metric to guide the industry’s 
green development roadmap. 
Huawei has developed inno-
vative solutions for green sites, 
green networks, and green op-
erations to increase network 
capacity and cut energy con-
sumption per bit. These solu-
tions will empower operators 
in the 5.5G era.

“As we move towards the 
5.5G era, all industry players 
need to work together to bring 
standards to maturity and 
cultivate a thriving industry,” 
said Wang.

Huawei’s David Wang: Innovation lighting up the 5.5G era

Agencies

TWiTTER’s lawsuit to force 
billionaire Elon Musk to 
make good on his promise 
to buy the social media giant 
will be resolved in a small but 
powerful Delaware court that 
specializes in high-stakes 
business disputes.

Twitter sued Musk in Del-
aware’s Court of Chancery in 
an effort to force him to com-
plete a $44 billion takeover 
deal reached in April.

Lawyers on both sides 
are scheduled for their first 
hearing Tuesday before the 
court’s Chancellor Kathaleen 
st. Jude McCormick.

What is the lawsuit 
about?

Musk, the world’s richest 
man, pledged to pay $54.20 
a share for Twitter but now 
wants to back out of the 
agreement. He claims the 
company has failed to pro-
vide adequate information 
about the number of fake, or 
“spam bot,” Twitter accounts, 
and that it has breached its 
obligations under the deal by 
firing top managers and lay-
ing off a significant number 
of employees.

Twitter argues that Musk, 
CEo of electric car maker and 
solar energy company Tesla 
inc., has operated in bad faith 
and is deliberately trying to 
tank the deal because market 
conditions have deteriorated 
and the acquisition no longer 
serves his interests. Accord-
ing to the lawsuit, the value of 
Musk’s shares in Tesla, which 
he was to draw upon to help 
finance the acquisition, has 
declined by more than $100 
billion since november.

Either Musk or Twitter 
would be entitled to a $1 bil-
lion breakup fee if the other 
party is found responsible for 
the agreement failing. Twit-
ter wants more, however, 
and is seeking a court order 
directing Musk to follow 
through with the deal.

When does the trial 
start? 

Twitter lawyers are ask-
ing the court to expedite the 
case. They have proposed a 
four-day trial starting sept. 
19. Musk’s lawyers are op-
posing Twitter’s request, 
claiming that it would take 
months to obtain informa-
tion from Twitter and to de-
pose numerous witnesses on 
the subject of fake accounts.

What is the Court of 
Chancery? 

The Court of Chancery, 
established in 1792, traces 
its roots to the High Court 
of Chancery of Great Brit-
ain, which in turn evolved 
from an earlier institution 
in feudal England known 

as the King’s Chapel. The 
court, overseen by the lord 
chancellor as “keeper of the 
king’s conscience,” served as 
an alternative to the more 
rigid and inefficient com-
mon law courts. it held the 
power to offer remedies such 
as injunctions, estate admin-
istration, and, notably, “spe-
cific performance,” which 
can force a party to complete 
a transaction against its will.

The 230-year-old Court 
of Chancery typically handles 
civil cases where a plaintiff 
is seeking non-monetary 
damages. such cases can 
include disputes over prop-
erty boundaries and land 
purchases, guardianship 
appointments, and estates, 
trusts and wills.

More often than not, they 
involve business disputes 
pitting companies against 
disgruntled shareholders, or 
parties to failed mergers and 
acquisitions against one an-
other.

How does the Court of 
Chancery work today?

The seven judges on the 
Delaware Court of Chancery 
exercise these powers today, 
making it a key venue for 
high-stakes business dis-
putes. Delaware features a 
well-established and care-
fully nurtured body of corpo-
rate case law dating to 1899 
and is the corporate home to 
more than 1 million business 
entities, including more than 
60% of Fortune 500 com-
panies. Many merger agree-
ments, in fact, specify that 
any disputes will be heard by 
a Delaware Chancery Court 
judge.

“it’s not that they are nec-
essarily more brilliant than 
judges in other states, they 
just have a lot of exposure 
to this stuff and are pretty 
sophisticated about it,” said 
Lawrence Hamermesh, exec-
utive director of the institute 
for Law & Economics at the 
university of Pennsylvania.

Has Musk been in this 
court before?

Musk is no stranger to 
the Court of Chancery. Ear-
lier this year, he emerged 
victorious in a shareholder 
lawsuit accusing him of a 
conflict of interest in Tesla’s 
2016 acquisition of solar-
City, a struggling solar panel 
company in which Musk was 
the largest shareholder and 
also served as board chair-
man.

Hamermesh, a former 
professor of corporate and 
business law at Widener uni-
versity Delaware Law school, 
noted that the specific per-
formance sought by Twitter 
is a “pretty rare” remedy, and 
that it’s uncertain whether 
the court will force Musk to 
consummate the deal.

“There are a lot of in-
stances where a judge could 
say, ‘Buyer, you’re in breach,’ 
but the remedy is a termi-
nation fee,” he said. “Given 
what i have seen so far, my 
gut instinct is that Twitter’s 
got the upper hand legally. 
Whether they’ll get the full 
specific performance or just 
the breakup fee is a little 
harder to say.”

How has the court acted 
in the past?

if the court does force 
Musk to close the deal, it 
would not be without prec-
edent.

in 2001, poultry giant Ty-
son Foods inc. was ordered 
to complete its $3.2 billion 
acquisition of meatpacker 
iBP inc. when a judge grant-
ed iBP’s claim for specific 
performance.

More recently, the same 
Chancery judge handling the 
Twitter case last year ordered 
private equity firm Kohlberg 
& Co. to close its $550 million 
purchase of DecoPac Hold-
ings inc., which sells cake 
decorations and technol-
ogy to supermarkets for in-
store bakeries. McCormick 
said Kohlberg had failed to 
demonstrate that a decline 
in DecoPac sales amid the 
coronavirus pandemic con-
stituted a “material adverse 
effect” allowing the buyers to 
walk away. McCormick, who 
was sworn in as Chancellor, 
or head judge of the court, 
just one week after her rul-
ing, described it as “a victory 
for deal certainty.”

on the flip side, Vice 
Chancellor J. Travis Last-
er declared in 2018 that a 
pharmaceutical company 
targeted for a merger had 
experienced such a decline 
in its financial condition that 
it amounted to a material 
adverse effect, allowing the 
proposed buyer to terminate 
the deal. The ruling marked 
the first time the court found 
the existence of a material 
adverse effect, or MAE, in a 
business transaction. 

Explainer: Twitter, Musk and 
the Delaware Chancery Court

Powerful 
court 
The 230-year-old Court of 
Chancery typically handles 
civil cases where a plaintiff 
is seeking non-monetary 
damages. Such cases can 
include disputes over 
property boundaries and 
land purchases, 
guardianship appointments, 
and estates, trusts and wills.
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As AI language skills grow, so 
do scientists’ concerns

The tech industry’s latest arti-
ficial intelligence constructs 
can be pretty convincing if 

you ask them what it feels like to be 
a sentient computer, or maybe just a 
dinosaur or squirrel. But they’re not 
so good — and sometimes danger-
ously bad — at handling other seem-
ingly straightforward tasks.

Take, for instance, GPT-3, a 
Microsoft-controlled system that 
can generate paragraphs of human-
like text based on what it’s learned 
from a vast database of digital books 
and online writings. It’s considered 
one of the most advanced of a new 
generation of AI algorithms that can 
converse, generate readable text on 
demand and even produce novel im-
ages and video.

Among other things, GPT-3 can 
write up most any text you ask for — 
a cover letter for a zookeeping job, 
say, or a Shakespearean-style son-
net set on Mars. But when Pomona 
College professor Gary Smith asked 
it a simple but nonsensical ques-
tion about walking upstairs, GPT-3 
muffed it.

“Yes, it is safe to walk upstairs 
on your hands if you wash them 
first,” the AI replied.

These powerful and power-
chugging AI systems, technically 
known as “large language models” 
because they’ve been trained on a 
huge body of text and other me-
dia, are already getting baked into 
customer service chatbots, Google 
searches and “auto-complete” email 
features that finish your sentences 
for you. But most of the tech com-
panies that built them have been 
secretive about their inner work-
ings, making it hard for outsiders to 
understand the flaws that can make 
them a source of misinformation, 
racism and other harms.

“They’re very good at writing 
text with the proficiency of human 
beings,” said Teven Le Scao, a re-
search engineer at the AI startup 
Hugging Face. “Something they’re 
not very good at is being factual. 
It looks very coherent. It’s almost 
true. But it’s often wrong.” That’s 
one reason a coalition of AI re-
searchers co-led by Le Scao —- with 
help from the French government 
— launched a new large language 
model Tuesday that’s supposed to 
serve as an antidote to closed sys-
tems such as GPT-3. The group is 
called BigScience and their model 
is BLOOM, for the BigScience Large 
Open-science Open-access Multi-
lingual Language Model. Its main 
breakthrough is that it works across 
46 languages, including Arabic, 
Spanish and French — unlike most 
systems that are focused on English 
or Chinese.

It’s not just Le Scao’s group aim-
ing to open up the black box of AI 

language models. Big Tech company 
Meta, the parent of Facebook and 
Instagram, is also calling for a more 
open approach as it tries to catch 
up to the systems built by Google 
and OpenAI, the company that runs 
GPT-3.

“We’ve seen announcement af-
ter announcement after announce-
ment of people doing this kind of 
work, but with very little transpar-
ency, very little ability for people to 
really look under the hood and peek 
into how these models work,” said 
Joelle Pineau, managing director of 
Meta AI.

Competitive pressure to build 
the most eloquent or informative 
system — and profit from its appli-
cations — is one of the reasons that 
most tech companies keep a tight lid 
on them and don’t collaborate on 

community norms, said Percy Li-
ang, an associate computer science 
professor at Stanford who directs its 
Center for Research on Foundation 
Models.

“For some companies this is 
their secret sauce,” Liang said. But 
they are often also worried that los-
ing control could lead to irresponsi-
ble uses. As AI systems are increas-
ingly able to write health advice 
websites, high school term papers 
or political screeds, misinformation 
can proliferate and it will get harder 
to know what’s coming from a hu-
man or a computer.

Meta recently launched a new 
language model called OPT-175B 
that uses publicly available data — 
from heated commentary on Reddit 
forums to the archive of U.S. patent 
records and a trove of emails from 

the Enron corporate scandal. Meta 
says its openness about the data, 
code and research logbooks makes 
it easier for outside researchers to 
help identify and mitigate the bias 
and toxicity that it picks up by in-
gesting how real people write and 
communicate.

“It is hard to do this. We are 
opening ourselves for huge criti-
cism. We know the model will say 
things we won’t be proud of,” Pineau 
said.

While most companies have set 
their own internal AI safeguards, Li-
ang said what’s needed are broader 
community standards to guide re-
search and decisions such as when 
to release a new model into the wild.

It doesn’t help that these mod-
els require so much computing 
power that only giant corporations 

and governments can afford them. 
BigScience, for instance, was able 
to train its models because it was 
offered access to France’s powerful 
Jean Zay supercomputer near Paris.

The trend for ever-bigger, ever-
smarter AI language models that 
could be “pre-trained” on a wide 
body of writings took a big leap in 
2018 when Google introduced a sys-
tem known as BERT that uses a so-
called “transformer” technique that 
compares words across a sentence 
to predict meaning and context. But 
what really impressed the AI world 
was GPT-3, released by San Fran-
cisco-based startup OpenAI in 2020 
and soon after exclusively licensed 
by Microsoft.

GPT-3 led to a boom in creative 
experimentation as AI researchers 
with paid access used it as a sandbox 

to gauge its performance — though 
without important information 
about the data it was trained on.

OpenAI has broadly described 
its training sources in a research pa-
per, and has also publicly reported 
its efforts to grapple with potential 
abuses of the technology. But Big-
Science co-leader Thomas Wolf said 
it doesn’t provide details about how 
it filters that data, or give access to 
the processed version to outside re-
searchers.

“So we can’t actually examine the 
data that went into the GPT-3 train-
ing,” said Wolf, who is also a chief 
science officer at Hugging Face. 
“The core of this recent wave of AI 
tech is much more in the dataset 
than the models. The most impor-
tant ingredient is data and OpenAI 
is very, very secretive about the data 
they use.” Wolf said that opening up 
the datasets used for language mod-
els helps humans better understand 
their biases. A multilingual model 
trained in Arabic is far less likely to 
spit out offensive remarks or misun-
derstandings about Islam than one 
that’s only trained on English-lan-
guage text in the U.S., he said.

One of the newest AI experi-
mental models on the scene is 
Google’s LaMDA, which also incor-
porates speech and is so impressive 
at responding to conversational 
questions that one Google engineer 
argued it was approaching con-
sciousness — a claim that got him 
suspended from his job last month.

Colorado-based researcher 
Janelle Shane, author of the AI 
Weirdness blog, has spent the past 
few years creatively testing these 
models, especially GPT-3 — often 
to humorous effect. But to point 
out the absurdity of thinking these 
systems are self-aware, she recently 
instructed it to be an advanced AI 
but one which is secretly a Tyranno-
saurus rex or a squirrel.

“It is very exciting being a squir-
rel. I get to run and jump and play 
all day. I also get to eat a lot of food, 
which is great,” GPT-3 said, after 
Shane asked it for a transcript of 
an interview and posed some ques-
tions.

Shane has learned more about 
its strengths, such as its ease at 
summarizing what’s been said 
around the internet about a topic, 
and its weaknesses, including its 
lack of reasoning skills, the diffi-
culty of sticking with an idea across 
multiple sentences and a propensity 
for being offensive.

“I wouldn’t want a text model 
dispensing medical advice or act-
ing as a companion,” she said. “It’s 
good at that surface appearance 
of meaning if you are not reading 
closely. It’s like listening to a lecture 
as you’re falling asleep.”

Research engineer Teven Le Scao, who helped create the new artificial intelligence language model called BLOOM, poses for a photo in New York.

Agencies

TRUCk drivers choked traf-
fic at the Oakland, California, 
seaport on Monday protest-
ing a state law that makes it 
harder for independent con-
tractors to transport goods 
and could limit labor at the 
state’s already clogged sea-
ports, threatening to worsen 
the nation’s pandemic-fueled 
supply chain jams.

California’s ports handle 
about 40% of container goods 
that enter the United States. 
Trucking disruptions come at 
a time when unions and West 
Coast port employers are also 
negotiating a high-stakes la-
bor contract The law, known 
as AB5, or the “gig worker” 
law, sets tougher standards 
for classifying workers as 
independent contractors. In-
dependent truckers who now 
operate under the authority 
and insurance of companies 
that hire them for jobs would 
be shouldered with the hefty 
costs and red tape of taking 

that on when the law is en-
acted.

“They want to eliminate 
us,” said independent driver 
Douglas Urtado, who joined 
Monday’s protestthe Port of 
Oakland in the San Francisco 
Bay Area.

Wayne Feng, wearing a 
“No on AB5” T-shirt, told 
Reuters the law would be 

so financially draining that 
drivers “aren’t making any-
thing.” Legal challenges kept 
AB5 from going into effect in 
2020, but the U.S. Supreme 
Court last month denied a 
California Trucking Associa-
tion petition claiming the law 
is blocked by federal regula-
tions. Experts say an injunc-
tion that put the law on hold 

could soon be lifted.
More than 100 drivers 

and small trucking company 
operators opposed to the law 
swarmed two terminal gates 
in the Port of Oakland, slow-
ing truck entry to a trickle. 
The action came after port 
truckers in Los Angeles pick-
eted gates and snarled road-
ways at the nation’s busiest 
seaport complex last week.

Business owner Josue 
Mendez, 29, said AB5 would 
devastate his port trucking 
firm, which relies on 10 inde-
pendent drivers to move eve-
rything from medical equip-
ment to almonds.

“I can no longer hire 
them” and be in compliance 
with AB5, said Mendez.

Backers of AB5, which 
include the Teamsters union 
that once dominated truck-
ing, say it will crack down 
on labor abuses by pushing 
owners to hire drivers as em-
ployees and provide workers’ 
compensation insurance and 
other benefits.

Clogged California ports face 
new labor risk from trucking

Ships gather off the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, California 
February 6, 2015 in this aerial image.

Warren Buffett’s firm owns nearly 
$11 billion of Occidental stock

Agencies

WARREN Buffett’s Berkshire 
Hathaway now owns nearly 
$11 billion worth of Occiden-
tal Petroleum stock after buy-
ing another 1.9 million shares 
in the past week.

The latest purchases of 
nearly $117 million in stock 
that Berkshire reported to 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission Monday give the 
Omaha, Nebraska-based con-
glomerate control of 19.4% of 
the oil producer’s stock.

Berkshire is quickly ap-
proaching owning more than 
20% of Houston-based Occi-
dental’s shares. At that point, 
Berkshire would be able to 
start reporting a proportional 
share of Occidental’s earn-
ings within its own earnings 
reports, which would give 
Berkshire a significant boost.

Berkshire has bought 
more than $1.3 billion worth 
of Occidental shares this 
month alone, and now holds 
nearly 181.7 million shares.

In addition to its current 
Occidental stake, Berkshire 
holds warrants to buy an-

other 83.9 million shares for 
$59.62 apiece that it received 
in 2019 when it helped fi-
nance Occidental’s purchase 
of Anadarko. Berkshire also 
holds 100,000 preferred 
shares in Occidental that 
pays an 8% dividend.

Occidental shares gained 
more than 1.4% Tuesday to 
trade at $60.91. Berkshire 
has been purchasing the 
stock when it trades below 
$60. The most recent pur-

chases made last last week 
were completed at prices be-
tween $56.14 and $59.67.

In addition to Berkshire’s 
investment portfolio, which 
is dominated by a massive 
Apple stake, the conglomer-
ate owns more than 90 com-
panies outright, including 
Geico insurance, BNSF rail-
road, several major utilities 
and an eclectic assortment 
of manufacturing and retail 
businesses.

Warren Buffett
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Sensational Barshim soars  
into orbit with epic Eugene show

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

QATAR’S incredible world champi-
on Mutaz Essa Barshim flew to a re-
cord third high jump gold in style at 
the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 in Eugene, United States, 
on Monday evening (wee hours of 
Tuesday here).

It was another great show from 
the 31-year-old ‘gravity-defying’ 
legend who put his worthy rivals to 
shade in the process of adding one 
more medal to his gold collection.

In an amazing flawless evening 
of high jumping, Barshim was sim-
ply on fire. He kept clearing the bar 
on his first chance through to the 
winning height of 2.37m, a world 
lead. It underlined the greatness of 
the 6’2” tall athlete who somehow 
has a unique way of rising on big oc-
casions.

Having already secured a hat-
trick of gold medals (the most of any 
high jumper), he then chose to go for 
the world championship record at 
2.41m but fell short. 

“Three world golds in a row is 
something that has never been done 
before. I came here to secure that,” 
Barshim said. “I know I put a 
lot of hard work to 

be where I am. 
Barshim draped himself with the 

Qatari flag in celebration and was 
congratulated by HE Sheikh Joaan 
bin Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar 
Olympic Committee president, on 
the track.

“This is what I live for. It feels 
amazing to go this far and make 
this journey count. Making history 
with three gold medals at the World 
Championships. Knowing that I 
can raise the bar for myself and still 
achieve what I set my eyes on is sen-
sational,” he added.

While his jumps seemed effort-
less, that’s not always how the 2022 
season had been for Barshim. After 
sharing gold at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games with his friend Gianmarco 
Tamberi, he struggled to find a 
rhythm and competed in only two 
events before the World Champion-
ships — failing to surpass the 2.30m 
mark in either.

While he was unable to string 
together strong performances, he 
felt healthy leading up to the com-
petition and it showed in his perfor-
mance.

Much similar was the story ahead 
of his Doha 2019 golden show where 
he came into the competition bat-
tling injury but only excelled under 
pressure to wow the home crowds.

“Defending my Doha title and 
being recovered after injury is the 
most amazing thing that could hap-
pen to me,” Barshim said. 
“Sometimes it’s 

difficult to show jumps and tech-
niques that people like and expect to 
see from me.”

Not so on a certain evening at 
Hayward Field in Eugene where the 
high jump final began under clear 
blue skies and with several high-
profile events unfolding around and 
during the competition.

But as the sun-dipped and shad-
ows lengthened, Barshim just came 
into his own with amazing ease as all 
his rivals struggled to get close. He 
cleared heights starting from 2.24m 
to 2.37m in first attempts.

In comparison to Bar-
s h i m ’ s 

great show, World indoor champion 
Woo Sang-hyeok of South Korea 
needed three attempts to get over 
2.33m and then managed 2.35m at 
the second attempt to take silver. 

Ukraine’s Andriy Protsenko 
collected bronze on the back of his 
2.33m clearance.

The stellar occasion was superb-
ly honoured by Barshim who simply 
rose with grace and composure in-
between sipping water and resting 
on the track when his rivals tried to 
gauge some measure 
of the 

difficulty factor. 
He also thanked his fans at the 

stadium at Hayward Field. “Oregon 
has always been kind to me. I feel the 
love and the support whenever I’m 
out here in the United States. And 
with my family being by my side, this 
victory means the world to me,” he 
said.

The hat-trick of gold medals not 
only makes him the first high jump 
athlete in the world to do so. But also 
adds to his Olympic gold, won at To-
kyo 2020 last year, two Olympic sil-
ver medals at London 2012 and Rio 
2016. Barshim also has two Asian 
Games gold medals won at Guang-
zhou 2010 and 

Incheon 2014.
He also has six Asian Indoor 

gold medals (from 2010-2018), one 
World Military Games gold (Rio 
2011), and Pan Arab Games gold 
(2011 Doha) besides world junior 
and Asian junior gold medals (won 
in 2010).

As the exploits of Barshim in the 
evening of Monday on the other side 
of the Atlantic dazzled the sporting 
world, Qatar rose to a golden glow on 
Tuesday. The news soon led to social 
media buzz of he being the ‘GOAT’ 
(Greatest of All Time). Undoubtedly 
of the present era. 

Prior to Oregon22 worlds, Bar-
shim had said, “The better you get, 
the more pressure is applied to you. 
It’s the kind of pressure that makes 
you perform better and takes you to 
the next level. Now it’s time to think 
differently. I have gold in every ma-
jor championship, so what’s next?”

The only thing remains, perhaps, 
is the world record of 2.45m (8 ft 1⁄2 
inch) of Cuban Javier Sotomayor. 
And the way Barshim keeps going, it 
doesn’t seem too far!

Qatar’s Mutaz Essa Barshim competes in the men’s high jump final during the World Athletics Championships at  
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Monday. (AFP)

Mutaz Essa Barshim celebrates with President of Qatar Olympic Committee HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, after win-
ning the men’s high jump final at the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

Silver medalist Sanghyeok Woo of South Korea, gold medalist Mutaz Essa Bar-
shim of Qatar, and bronze medalist Andriy Protsenko of Team Ukraine celebrate 
with their medals in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Oregon has always been kind 
to me. I feel the love and the 
support whenever I’m out here 
in the United States. And with 
my family being by my side, this 
victory means the world to me..
Mutaz Essa Barshim

This is what I live for. It feels 
amazing to go this far and 
make this journey count. 
Making history with three gold 
medals at the World Champi-
onships. Knowing that I can 
raise the bar for myself and 
still achieve what I set my eyes 
on is sensational.
Mutaz Essa Barshim

Qatari legend 
achieves golden 

hat-trick as world 
high jump champion



TCA/DPA
LOS ANGELES 

THE 2028 Summer Olympics 
are now - officially - six years 
away as Los Angeles organizers 
have set the dates for the mas-
sive international competition 
that will take place at venues 
throughout Southern California.

The Games will begin with 
a dual opening ceremony at 
the Coliseum and SoFi Stadi-
um in Los Angeles on July 14 
and continue through July 30.

The Paralympics will fol-
low, starting on August 15.

The announcement was 
made at a Monday afternoon 
news conference attended by 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garc-
etti and International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) leaders.

“Los Angeles is a special 

place for sport,” IOC execu-
tive Nicole Hoevertsz said in 
a statement. “The confirma-
tion of the Games dates now 
gives L.A. a firm deadline 
when it will need to be ready 
to welcome the world.” So far, 
the LA28 organizing commit-
tee has spent most of its time 
pursuing deals with corporate 
sponsors such as Delta, De-
loitte and Nike to help cover an 
estimated $6.9-billion budget.

Preparations will not in-
clude any major construction 
as organizers seek to trim 
costs by using existing venues 
such as Crypto.com Arena, 
Pauley Pavilion in Los Ange-
les and Dignity Health Sports 
Park in Carson [in the south 
bay region of Los Angeles].

A balanced budget will be 
crucial because city and state 
legislators have agreed to serve 
as a financial backstop, mean-

ing that taxpayers will have to 
pay for any cost overruns. Or-
ganizers have vowed to use pri-
vately raised funds only, insist-
ing they can buck a trend that 
has seen previous host cities 
amass substantial deficits.

Speaking at a public pool 
beside the Coliseum, Garcetti 
said the city is “ready and ex-
cited” for its third Games.

After first hosting in 1932, 
LA played a critical role in 
Olympic history in 1984, when 
organizing chairman Peter 
Ueberroth revolutionized the 
recruitment of corporate spon-
sors, not only balancing the 
Games’ budget but also finish-
ing with a considerable surplus.

The city was named as 
2028 host during an unusual 
bid competition that ended 
with the IOC striking a compro-

mise between the finalist cities, 
giving 2024 to Paris and asking 
LA to wait four years in return 
for financial considerations.

With the world track 
championships underway in 
Eugene, Oregon, IOC presi-
dent Thomas Bach stopped in 
Southern California to meet 
with organizers, tour several 
venues and see youth sports 
programs being funded by 
$160 million in donations 
from LA28 and the IOC.

“I have been really im-
pressed by the progress and 
creativity of the LA28 team,” 
Bach said.

The 2028 Summer Olym-
pics and Paralympics will en-
compass 800 events in at least 
40 sports, totaling more than 
3,000 hours of competition.

Some 15,000 athletes from 
around the world are expected 
to gather in Southern California.

LA’s 2028 Olympics will 
go from July 14-30

Moroccan El Bakkali storms to steeplechase gold
STEVE WILSON

EUGENE (USA)

AFTER claiming Olympic gold 
in Tokyo last year, Soufiane El 
Bakkali can now add the title 
of world champion to his re-
sume.

Timing his kick to perfec-
tion in a slow, tactical race, the 
Moroccan surged to the lead 
around the final bend and ac-
celerated down the straight 
to capture gold in the men’s 
3000m steeplechase on Mon-
day evening (18) at the World 
Athletics Championships Or-
egon22.

The victory gave the 
26-year-old El Bakkali a com-
plete set of World Champion-
ships medals, adding to the sil-
ver he won in London in 2017 
and bronze in Doha in 2019.

“I am very happy to win my 
first world title after the Olym-
pic gold,” he said. “The race 
was very difficult; it was very 
tactical and slow. I positioned 
myself well on the last lap. I 
am very strong in the 400m 
and it worked out for me.”

El Bakkali’s win in 8:25.13 
– the slowest time in the his-
tory of the championships – 
snapped Kenya’s streak of sev-
en consecutive world titles in 
the event, including Conseslus 
Kipruto’s run of two straight 
championships.

Ethiopia’s Lamecha Girma 
won the silver for the second 
straight championships in 
8:26.01, while Kipruto set-
tled for the bronze this time in 
8:27.92. It was the first time a 
Kenyan has finished out of the 
top two since 1991.

Kenya had dominated the 
event for so long, having won 
13 of the past 15 titles. The 
only two previous times Kenya 
did not claim the title came 
in 2003 and 2005 when Saif 
Saaeed Shaheen, a Kenyan-
born athlete running for Qa-
tar, claimed the gold.

On a windy night at Hay-

ward Field, El Bakkali extend-
ed his mastery over Girma, 
beating him for the seventh 
time in eight meetings. The 
race was similar to the Olym-
pic final in Tokyo, where the 
Moroccan outkicked the Ethi-
opian on the final lap.

A potential disaster was 
fortunately averted on the 
opening lap. A camera op-
erator, who was recording the 
women’s triple jump final on 
the infield, stepped on to the 
track on the home straight 
and, with his back to the run-
ners, was completely oblivi-
ous to the 15 runners who 
were heading in his direction. 
Thankfully all of the finalists 
successfully navigated their 
way around him without inci-

dent.
El Bakkali bided his time in 

the pack as the lead exchanged 
hands, with Girma, Kipruto, 
Ethiopia’s Getnet Walle and 
Eritrea’s Yemane Haileselas-
sie taking turns at the front. 
El Bakkali took off with just 
under 200 metres to go, blow-
ing past the field and running 
away to the finish.

On his victory lap, El Bak-
kali took a celebratory plunge 
into the water jump.

It was only the Moroc-
can’s second trip to the United 
States, having competed here 
at the World U20 Champion-
ships in 2014.

“That was my first inter-
national experience,” said El 
Bakkali, who finished fourth 

on that occasion. “I return 
eight years later as a cham-
pion.”

A disappointed Girma said 
he ran the wrong race.

“The pace was very slow 
today,” he said. “My tactic did 
not work and that cost me the 
gold. I was trying to change 
the tactic but the pace limited 
me very much. I will go for 
gold next year and my training 
is starting from now on.”

Wale finished fourth and 
Kenya’s Abraham Kibiwot 
fifth in 8:28.68 and 8:28.95, 
respectively. Evan Jager of 
the US, a medallist at the 2016 
Olympics and 2017 World 
Championships, finished sixth 
in 8:29.08.

 (World Athletics)

Morocco’s Soufiane El Bakkali celebrates winning the men’s 3000m steeplechase final during the World 
Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

 I am very happy to win my first world title after the Olympic gold. The race was very 
difficult; it was very tactical and slow. I positioned myself well on the last lap. I am very 
strong in the 400m and it worked out for me.

Soufiane El Bakkali

Sports

Leonard Kipkemoi Bett of Team Kenya, Soufiane El Bakkali of Team Morocco, and Evan Jager of Team 
United States compete in the men’s steeplechase final on day four of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on MOnday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Rojas, Kipyegon and Thiam 
add to their legendary status

WORLD ATHLETICS
EUGENE (USA)

On a day when the focus was 
on putting women in the spot-
light, three of the all-time 
greats of female athletics 
turned in truly stirring perfor-
mances to light up Hayward 
Field at the World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22 on 
Monday (18).

Venezuela’s Yulimar Ro-
jas, Kenya’s Faith Kipyegon 
and Belgium’s Nafi Thiam 
all maintained their global 
dominance with golden per-
formances, while in the men’s 
high jump final Mutaz Essa 
Barshim won his third straight 
world title by soaring over a 
world lead of 2.37m.

There was no bigger fa-
vourite at these champion-
ships than Rojas, but if the 
Olympic champion and world 
record-holder felt the pressure 
of defending her world title in 
Eugene, she sure didn’t show 
it. Rousing the crowd in her 
typical effervescent style, Ro-
jas set off down the runway 
for her second attempt and 
hopped, skipped and jumped 
her way to gold with a 15.47m 
effort, the second longest in 
World Championships history. 
Rojas knew at that point gold 
was assured, but the 26-year-
old still had bigger ambitions.

On the final attempt she 
jumped 15.39m – officially – 
though her expression on exit-
ing the pit told the story about 
how much distance she’d 
given away on the board. Not 
that it mattered, with Rojas 
jumping to her feet and salut-
ing the crowd, dancing as she 
went to retrieve her nation’s 
flag – something she’ll likely 
be doing many more times in 
the years ahead.

“I wanted a longer jump, 
but I am happy to return to 
this beautiful stadium, to 
see the crowd,” said Rojas. 
“I came with the goal to get 

closer to my world record. 
The wind affected my run-up, 
I tried to adjust, but the most 
important thing was to win the 
medal and stay consistent over 
15 metres.”

Jamaica’s Shanieka Rick-
etts took silver with 14.89m 
while USA’s Tori Franklin 
claimed bronze with 14.72m.

There was an equally 
peerless performance in the 
women’s 1500m, where Kipy-
egon cemented her place as 
the greatest 1500m runner of 

all time – winning her fourth 
global 1500m title and setting 
a high bar for future genera-
tions to follow.

But she was made to work 
for it, with a breathless, lung-
bursting pace churned out 
from the gun by chief rival 
Gudaf Tsegay, the Ethiopian 
blasting the opening lap in 
58.82, and hitting 800m in 
2:03.18.

If her rivals wanted to stay 
with Tsegay, then they’d have 
to go to a dark place. In addi-

tion to Kipyegon, only Britain’s 
Laura Muir and Ethiopia’s 
Hirut Meshesha were willing 
to gamble and stick with it. For 
Muir it paid off. For Meshesha 
it didn’t, and the Ethiopian fell 
to pieces on the final lap, fin-
ishing 13th.

With a lap to run up front 
it was down to three, and 
down the back straight Kipy-
egon could wait no longer. 
She powered to the lead and 
kicked away, hitting the line 
in 3:52.96 ahead of Tsegay 
(3:54.52) and Muir (3:55.28). 
It was the 10th fastest time in 
history and the second fast-
est ever in the US, behind the 
3:52.59 she ran on the same 
track in May.

“The Ethiopians con-
trolled the race and I knew 
they were planning something 
special but for me, I was well 
prepared,” said Kipyegon, 
who said she is targeting a 
PB at the Wanda Diamond 
League meeting in Monaco 
next month. “Everybody was 
expecting something special 
from me. Everybody was like, 
‘Faith, we believe in Faith,’ 
so it was a ral pressure. But I 
managed it.”

Thiam’s victory in the 

heptathlon went down to the 
wire, and that was due to an 
inspired effort by Dutch rival 
Anouk Vetter. 

Thiam had come into the 
day with a 61-point advantage 
over Vetter, which she extend-
ed with a 6.59m long jump 
(to Vetter’s 6.52m), but the 
Dutchwoman claimed the lead 
in the javelin with a 58.29m 
throw to Thiam’s 53.01m. Giv-
en there were two seconds’ dif-
ferences between their 800m 
PBs – the gap between them 
equating to 1.3 seconds over 
800m – the stage was set for a 
thrilling finale.

Vetter tried to keep Thiam 
in her sights through the open-
ing lap but the Belgian put 
broad daylight between them 
down the back straight, with 
Thiam producing an inspired 
kick through the final 200m to 
hit the line in 2:13.00, a two-
second PB. 

That left her on 6947 
points, with Vetter taking sec-
ond with 6867 and USA’s Anna 
Hall – who raised the roof by 
leading the 800m home in 
2:06.67 – taking bronze with 
6755. Poland’s Adrianna Sulek 
was fourth with a national re-
cord of 6672.

Gold medalist Yulimar Rojas of Team Venezuela poses during the medal 
ceremony for the women’s triple jump at the World Athletics Champion-
ships Oregon22 in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

aith Kipyegon of Team Kenya reacts after competing in the Women’s 
1500m Final on day four of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 
at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on MOnday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Belgium’s Nafissatou Thiam reacts after winning the women’s hep-
tathlon during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in 
Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)
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Bayern Munich sign Dutch defender De Ligt until 2027
DPA

MUNICH

BUNDESLIGA champions 
Bayern Munich have bol-
stered their defence with the 
signing of Dutch internation-
al Matthijs de Ligt on a five-
year contract.

“I’m very happy to be-
come a player for this great 
club,” de Ligt said. “I felt the 
genuine appreciation from 
the sporting management, 
the coach and the board right 
from the start, which con-
vinced me.” 

De Ligt, 22, arrives from 
Italian side Juventus and was 
on his way immediately to 

join his new team in the Unit-
ed States where Bayern are 
scheduled to play DC United 
in Washington on Wednes-
day and English champions 
Manchester City at the week-
end in Green Bay.

He flew to Washington to-
gether with technical director 
Marco Neppe after complet-
ing the mandatory medical 
as board member for sport 
Hasan Salihamidzic told Sky 
TV.

“We wanted to bring Mat-
thijs to Munich three years 
ago; we were already con-
vinced by his qualities as a 
defender back then, and to-
day we’re even more so,” Sali-

hamidzic said.
The centre-back cost Mu-

nich euros 67 million ($68.61 
million) payable in four fi-
nancial years plus ?10 million 
in add-ons, Juventus said in a 
statement.

De Ligt is now Bayern’s 
most expensive purchase af-
ter defender Lucas Hernán-
dez ($80 million).

He was at Juve since 2019 
and had a contract there until 
2024. At international level, 
de Ligt has 38 senior caps 
for the Netherlands and two 
goals.

Despite his young age, de 
Ligt is a team leader and is 
expected to give Bayern more 

defensive stability they have 
been lacking since the depar-
ture of David Alaba to Real 
Madrid last year.

Bayern CEO Oliver Khan 
praised the new member of 
the team’s defensive line, say-
ing, “A strong team doesn’t 
just require a strong attack, 
and with this signing we’re 
really raising our defence to 
the top level.” 

De Ligt joins Senegal 
star Sadio Mane and fellow 
Dutchmen Noussair Maz-
raoui and Ryan Gravenberch 
as new Munich players.

While de Ligt was on his 
way to Washington, left be-
hind Munich midfielder Leon 

Goretzka said on Instagram 
his knee operation the pre-
vious day in Innsbruck, Aus-
tria, to remove an “abnormal-
ity” has gone well.

“Yesterday’s operation in 
Innsbruck was successful and 
I am feeling very good after 
the initial shock,” he said. 

“I will give it my all to be 
back on the pitch as soon as 
possible and am upbeat not to 
miss too much.” 

It is not known how long 
Goretzka will be out of ac-
tion.

Bayern’s first official 
game is the German Super 
Cup against RB Leipzig next 
week Saturday, July 30.

A file photo of Dutch Matthijs De Ligt as he celebrates after scoring a 
goal for Juventus during an Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs 
Torino at Allianz stadium in Turin. (AFP)

Shafique hundred powers 
Pakistan’s chase at Galle

ICC
GALLE

ABDULLAH Shafique’s spir-
ited ton (112 not out) put Paki-
stan on top but Babar Azam’s 
wicket in the final hour has 
given Sri Lanka a glimmer of 
hope at the end of day four of 
the first Test on Tuesday.

Set with a target of 342, 
a total no side has success-
fully chased at Galle, the visi-
tors were placed at 222 for 3 
needing another 120 runs to 
achieve victory.

Although Sri Lanka did 
well to resist in the final ses-
sion on day three, they could 
not continue the same on the 
fourth day. The hosts were 
able to add just eight runs 
to their overnight total, with 
Naseem Shah rattling the off 
stump of No.11 Prabath Jayas-
uriya. Unfortunately, that 
meant that Dinesh Chandimal 
was left stranded in the 90s. 
He was the highest scorer in 
the second innings, finishing 
on 94* with five fours and two 
sixes. 

Shafique survived a close 
lbw review in the fourth over 
despite the ball projection hit-
ting the leg-stump when the 
ball-tracker showed it was 
an umpire’s call. His opening 
partner Imam-ul-Haq also 
survived an lbw review in the 
next over. 

With luck on their side, 
the openers soon completed 
a half-century stand, going to 

lunch at 68/0. Shafique was 
solid since the beginning, bat-
ting with intent and took the 
attack to the bowlers. 

Even after Imam got out 
early in the second session, 
Shafique continued in the 
same vein. A brief stand with 
Azhar Ali (6) followed but 
Shafique found the perfect 
partner in Babar Azam.

Babar got off the mark with 
crunching on-drive, clubbed 
Jayasuriya for a maximum 
two overs later and continued 
to rotate the strike effectively. 

By tea, the partnership was ap-
proaching fifty with 147/2 on 
board. The duo rapidly scaled 
milestones, Babar Azam going 
past 3000 Test runs and even-
tually getting his 22nd Test 
half-century. Shafique too fol-
lowed, completing his second 
Test hundred with the second-
wicket stand crossing 100. 
The crucial stand was eventu-
ally broken when Jayasuriya 
bowled Babar on 55.

With 120 runs needed to 
win on the final day with seven 
wickets in hand, the match 

hangs in balance. 
Pakistan would have been 

happier with Babar at the 
crease, but his wicket towards 
the end of the day helped Sri 
Lanka get back in the game. 
Nevertheless with Shafique 
still going strong on 112* and 
Mohammad Rizwan settled on 
7* off 12, Pakistan have a good 
chance to press home their ad-
vantage. 

The first hour tomorrow 
will be crucial as the hosts will 
hunt for early wickets. Hopes 
will rest on Prabath Jayas-

uriya, who has already taken 
three five-wicket hauls in the 
first three Test innings of his 
career. Now on 2/89, the left-
armer will be raring to prove 
himself. With the pitch easing 
up and no real turn on offer, 
the bowlers’ job is not going 
to be an easy one. However, if 
they can get a couple of early 
wickets and expose Pakistan’s 
inexperienced lower-middle 
order, we could have a riveting 
finish on cards.

Pakistan’s Abdullah Shafique (L) and captain Babar Azam run between the wickets during their 101-run 
third-wicket stand on the fourth day of the first Test against Sri Lanka at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Tuesday. (AFP)

Germany’s Werner 
won’t rule out  

Chelsea exit with 
World Cup looming

DPA
LONDON 

GERMANY forward Timo 
Werner appears to be con-
sidering leaving his English 
club Chelsea to get more play-
ing time in the run-up to the 
World Cup later this year.

Werner, 26, is not a regu-
lar starter under Blues man-
ager Thomas Tuchel, and 
Chelsea have further bolstered 
their attack with the signing 
of England international Ra-
heem Sterling.

Werner told reporters in 
Las Vegas after Chelsea’s 2-1 
win over Mexico’s Club Amer-
ica on Monday, in which he 
scored the opening goal, that 
“I could be happy everywhere.

“It is clear I want to play 

more and I should play more 
to be in good shape for the 
World Cup, and also to have a 
chance to play.” 

“The most important thing 
is that I am happy. I am happy 
when I play and score goals. 
That’s the fact. That’s what I 
should take care of and other 
things will come.” 

Werner came to Chelsea 
in 2020 from RB Leipzig and 
his contract is until 2025. The 
World Cup in Qatar is Novem-
ber 21-December 18.

Tuchel did not want to 
promise his countryman more 
minutes, saying: “We need to 
see but everybody is responsi-
ble for their own situation.

“Timo played 45 minutes 
like everybody else and scored, 
and from there we go.”

Osaka confirmed for early 
August return at  

Silicon Valley Classic
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

FOUR-TIME Grand Slam 
champion Naomi Osaka will 
play her first tournament since 
the French Open at the Silicon 
Valley Classic after accepting 
wild card.  

The 24 has won a grand 
slam in each of the past four 
years, but crashed out in the 
first round at Roland Garros 
with a defeat to Amanda Ani-
simova - who also knocked her 
out of the third round of the 
Australian Open - before with-
drawing from Wimbledon due 
to an injury concern.

It was announced on Mon-
day that Osaka will make her 
return in hard-court event in 
San Jose that starts on August 
1 - four weeks before the US 
Open gets under way.

Silicon Valley Classic tour-
nament director Vickie Gun-
narsson said it was a great 
outcome to add Osaka to the 
playing field in the competi-
tion where it all began for her.

“We are very excited to 
have Naomi Osaka return-
ing to the Bay Area,” she said. 
“She made her WTA debut at 
our event and watching her 

grow both on and off the court 
has been amazing.

“She is not only an incred-
ible player but her commit-
ment to equality and social 
change is truly inspiring.” 

Osaka is down in 38th 
place in the rankings and has 
not won a tournament this 
year, but reached the final of 
the Miami Open in April, los-
ing to world number one Iga 
Swiatek.

Already confirmed for 
the Silicon Valley Classic are 
Wimbledon champion Elena 
Rybakina, world number five 
Ons Jabeur, young American 
star Coco Gauff and 2019 US 
Open champion Bianca An-
dreescu.

Naomi Osaka.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 222 (D. Chandimal 76, M. 
Theekshana 38; S. Afridi 4-58)
Pakistan 1st innings 218 (B. Azam 119; P. 
Jayasuriya 5-82)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings (overnight 329-9, D. 
Chandimal 86, P. Jayasuriya 4)
O. Fernando c Azam b Yasir  ................................. 64
D. Karunaratne lbw b Nawaz  ............................... 16
K. Rajitha lbw b Nawaz  ..........................................7
K. Mendis b Yasir  ................................................. 76
A. Mathews c Azam b Nawaz  .................................9
D. Chandimal not out  .......................................... 94
D. de Silva b Yasir ................................................ 20
N. Dickwella b Nawaz  .......................................... 12
R. Mendis b Nawaz  ............................................. 22
M. Theekshana c Rizwan b Hasan  ....................... 11
P. Jayasuriya b Naseem  ..........................................4
Extras: (lb1, nb1)  ..................................................2
Total: (All out, 100 overs)  ................................. 337
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Karunaratne), 2-41 (Rajitha), 
3-132 (Oshada), 4-164 (Mathews), 5-178 (Kusal), 
6-218 (de Silva), 7-235 (Dickwella), 8-267 (R. 
Mendis), 9-308 (Theekshana), 10-337 (Jayasuriya).
Bowling: Shaheen 7-2-21-0, Nawaz 28-2-88-5, 
Agha 16-1-53-0, Yasir 29-2-122-3, Hasan 12-3-19-
1, Azam 1-0-9-0, Naseem 7-0-24-1 (nb1).
Pakistan 2nd innings (Target 342)
A. Shafique not out  ........................................... 112
Imam-ul-Haq st Dickwella b R. Mendis  .............. 35
A. Ali c de Silva b Jayasuriya  .................................6
B. Azam b Jayasuriya  ........................................... 55
M. Rizwan not out  ..................................................7
Extras: (b4, lb3)  ....................................................7
Total: (For 3 wickets, 85 overs)  ........................ 222
Yet to bat: S. Agha, M. Nawaz, Y. Shah , H. Ali, S. Afridi, 
N. Shah.
Fall of Wickets: 1-87 (Imam-ul-Haq), 2-104 (A. Ali), 
3-205 (Azam).
Bowling: Rajitha 9-2-18-0, Jayasuriya 35-6-89-2, R. 
Mendis 26-0-76-1, Theekshana 11-2-29-0, de Silva 
4-1-3-0.

ScoreboardVisitors 222-3, 
need another 120 
runs for victory

England go down to SA in  
sweltering Stokes ODI final

AGENCIES
CHESTER-LE-STREET 

BEN Stokes’ final one-day in-
ternational ended in another 
England defeat as South Africa 
won a sweltering series opener 
in Chester-le-Street by 62 runs 
on Tuesday, reports BBC.com.

The world champions, 
beaten 2-1 by India last week, 
were first worn down in the 
oppressive heat by Rassie van 
der Dussen’s fine 134.

He combined with Aiden 

Markram, who hit 77 off 61 
balls, in a controlled stand of 
151, the backbone of the tour-
ists’ 333-5.

England reached 102-0 
in response but lost their way 
against the Proteas spinners 
as the baked pitch tired.

Stokes, who announced on 
Monday that this match on his 
home ground would be his last 
50-over international, was out 
lbw for five. Joe Root made 86 
from 77 balls but was bowled 
trying to hit out as the run-

rate increased out of control.
After Root fell the final 

three wickets quickly followed 
and England were bowled out 
for 271 in 46.5 overs.

Victory gives South Africa 
a 1-0 series lead going into 
the second match on Friday at 
Emirates Old Trafford.
Scores: South Africa 333 for 5 
(Van der Dussen 134, Markram 
77, Malan 57, Livingstone 2-30) 
bt England 271 in 46.5 overs 
(Root 86, Bairstow 63, Nortje 
4-53) by 62 runs.

England’s Ben Stokes reacts as South Africa’s batsmen Rassie van der Dussen and Aiden Markram cel-
ebrate a four during the first One-Day International at the Riverside cricket ground in Durham, north-east 
England, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Vingegaard keeps tight 
hold on yellow jersey
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

Hugo Houle dedicated vic-
tory on Stage 16 of the Tour 
de France to his late brother 
as Jonas Vingegaard kept a 
tight hold on the yellow jersey.

Canadian Houle lost 
brother Pierrik in December 
2012 when he died in a hit-
and-run crash while jogging 
in Sainte-Perpetue, Quebec.

Almost 10 years later, 
Houle pointed to the sky as he 
crossed the line alone after the 
178.5-kilometre ride from Car-
cassonne to Foix, earning his 
first Grand Tour stage win.

“This one is for my broth-
er, man,” said an emotional 
Houle, moments later.

The riders were put to the 
test over the climbs of Port de 
Lers and Mur de Peguere in 
the second half of Tuesday’s 
stage, as the race reached the 
Pyrenees after a rest day.

The three days in the 
mountains only get tougher 
from here, and Vingegaard 
and Tadej Pogacar will be 
duking it out in the push for 
the peaks before they look 
to clinch victory in Paris on 
Sunday.

Geraint Thomas remains 
third, with the top three start-

ing the day precisely as they 
began it.

Pogacar and Vingegaard 
were playing cat and mouse on 
Port de Lers, with the man in 
yellow refusing to let his near-
est rival make up any ground 
in the general classification, 
practically setting up camp on 
his back wheel.

Far away in the distance, 
Houle (Israel-Premier Tech) 
was almost riding a separate 
race, with France’s Valentin 
Madouas (Groupama-FDJ) tak-
ing second place, over a minute 
down the road, and Houle’s fel-
low Canadian and team-mate 
Michael Woods in third.

Matteo Jorgensen came off 
on a corner late on as his grip 
gave way, costing the Ameri-
can valuable seconds that 
pushed him out of contention 
to win the stage, eventually 
coming home fourth.

Houle was close to tears as 
he took in the magnitude of his 
victory. He said: “I never win 
a race, so I guess it’s the right 
place to win my first race.

“When I attacked, it was 
basically to set the table for Mi-
chael Woods. When I saw they 
let me go, Mike made a gap, I 
just went full gas. At the end, 
I hung on. I was suffering so 
bad in the steep climbs.”

 Quick read

JOHANNESBURG: Cricket South Africa (CSA) announced on Tuesday 
that former captain Graeme Smith has been appointed as the Com-
missioner of South Africa’s new T20 league. Smith, Cricket’s most 
successful Test captain, will lead the new T20 League overseeing 
all aspects (both cricketing and non-cricketing) and developing what 
is anticipated to be a dynamic brand that showcases the strength 
of South African cricket.  
Smith brings with him tremendous experience and understanding of 
the game, having worked in the sport as a player, captain, commen-
tator, ambassador, consultant and more recently as Cricket South 
Africa’s (CSA) Director of Cricket (DoC). His understanding of the 
game will add tremendous strength to the League. Recognised for 
his leadership qualities and decisive, clear thinking, Smith will lead 
the league which, outside of CSA, has SuperSport as one of its 
major shareholders. (ANI)

Graeme Smith appointed commissioner  
of South Africa’s new T20 league
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Qatar-based company showcases products at 
fashion, gems and jewellery expo in Pakistan

T
ENM Trading Company 
(WLL), a Qatar-based 
jewellery, fashion and 
perfume company, par-
ticipated in the third 

RCCI Fashion, Gemstones and Jew-
ellery Exhibition held at Serena Ho-
tel, Islamabad, Pakistan showcasing 
its wide range of products to Paki-
stani clientele.

“TenM Trading Company (WLL) 
from Qatar participated in the three-
day event as a sole representative of 
Qatar and Pakistan joint venture. 
Our company represented the Qatari 
culture of fragrances by showcas-
ing oud products, bakhoor, attars 
(perfume oil) and other appeal-
ing products relevant to Pakistani 
consumers. Our company proudly 
holds dealership in Pakistan for ma-
jor French, Arabic and Qatari per-
fumes,” remarked company’s Man-
aging Director Syed Faheem.

Pakistan, Faheem noted, is a 
significant market for Arabic fra-
grances. At the same time, Pakistani 
perfumery businesses can find Qatar 
as a potential market. 

“The exhibition became a bridge 
between Pakistani and Qatari busi-
ness communities to enhance bi-
lateral economic ties at base level. 
We finalised many deals to enhance 
business opportunities between the 
two countries,” added Faheem.

A number of government of-
ficials, ministers, ambassadors, 
dignitaries and representatives of 
international business groups at-
tended the event organised by the 
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry.

Perfumes named after Pakistani 
provinces Balochistan, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh were 
also inaugurated at the event. Re-
cord sale was observed by the visi-
tors during the event. 

Faheem said Pakistan is home to 

several varieties of minerals some of 
which give it prominence in the min-
eral world, such as peridot, aqua-
marine, topaz (various colors: violet 
and pink, golden and champagne), 
ruby, emerald, rare-earth minerals 
bastnaesite and xenotime, sphene, 
tourmaline, various types of quartz 
and numerous other rare minerals. 

Gemstone mining is mostly done 
in the country’s western and north-
ern areas which have three of the 

highest mountain ranges -- Hindu-
kush, Himalaya, and Karakorum -- 
which are also home to all the min-
erals found in Pakistan. 

The major mining areas along 
with their main gemstone yields are 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Bal-
tistan and Baluchistan. The mineral-
laden mountains in Pakistan have 
rich natural resources. The country 
is home to numerous arrays of gem-
stones. Emeralds from Swat Valley 
are contemplated to be one of the 
preeminent in the world. 

The RCCI embraces a longstand-
ing tradition of more than three dec-
ades in organising exhibitions. 

“I would like to thank the organ-
isers for making excellent arrange-
ments for the event and for giving 
us the opportunity to showcase our 
products,” said Faheem. 

TenM Trading’s stall was visited 
by a large number of visitors and was 
declared the “best presented stall” by 
the exhibition management.

TenM Trading Company (WLL), a Qatar-based jewellery, fashion and per-
fume company, participated in the third RCCI Fashion, Gemstones and 
Jewellery Exhibition held at Serena Hotel, Islamabad, Pakistan showcasing 
its wide range of products to Pakistani clientele

Federal Minister Shazia Marri interacts with Managing Director Syed Faheem as RCCI President Ch Nadeem A Rauf looks on.

BORN and brought up in Qa-
tar, Fahad Ismail belongs to 
Swat district of the Khyber 
Pakhunkhwa province in 
Pakistan.

His grandfather, Mehrunaish 
Khan Siddiqui, arrived in Qatar in 
the late 60’s. He was a social activ-
ist, poet and teacher who founded 
a number of social and welfare or-
ganisations in Qatar, for which he 
is remembered even today. 

“I have been very active since 
school days in extracurricular 
activities such as sports, speech 
contests, science exhibitions, etc. 
During my childhood I have been 
member of Shaheen Forum Qatar,” 
remarked Ismail, who is a civil en-
gineer by profession.

Ismail received his basic edu-
cation from Pakistan International 
School and Pak Shama School Qa-
tar. After passing Matric in 2002, 
he moved to Pakistan for higher 
studies, where he got his formal 
education in bachelors of civil 
engineering from CECOS Univer-
sity of IT and Emerging Sciences, 
Peshawar. After completing his 
higher education, he moved back 
to Qatar to pursue his professional 
career.

“Upon my return to Qatar in 
2010, I joined the construction 
industry as a civil engineer and 
progressed in my career to HSE 
manager position with a well 
reputed international consult-
ants. I not only got several pro-
fessional qualifications but also 
became a chartered member of 
IOSH, the UK,” said Ismail, who 
is currently working as HSE 
manager for KEO International 
Qatar and is managing several 
projects.

A multi-talented personality, 
Ismail has a deep interest in social 
and welfare activities. He strives 

to provide a platform to Pakistani 
youth to unearth their latent tal-
ent. He is actively involved in so-
cial activities as a member of Pa-
kistan Professional Community 
Qatar and Pakhtoon Professionals 
Qatar. He is founding member of 
the Qatar Pakhtoon Community, 
which is working with a vision to 
strengthen the Pakistani commu-
nity in Qatar.

He has conducted seminars 
and workshops for job seekersand 
guides applicants on how to pre-
pare professional CVs and emails. 
He helps them to reach potential 
employers and entrepreneurs. His 
efforts have borne fruit and hun-
dreds of job seekers have found 
suitable jobs in Qatar.

He has also been guiding stu-
dents on the scholarship oppor-

tunities in Qatar University and 
Hamad bin Khalifa University.

He founded Pakistan Worker’s 
Welfare Forum Qatar in 2020 to 
cater to the welfare needs of Pa-
kistani workers in Qatar. He pro-
moted sporting events from this 
platform and successfully formed 
two cricket teams of workers which 
are now among the best MRI ball 
teams in Qatar.

In recognition of his volunteer 
services during COVID-19, Ismail 
was included in Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister’s honour list.

He is among pioneer volunteers 
for FIFA and formed Pakistani FIFA 
volunteers group. He successfully 
inducted more than 30 Pakistani 
volunteers in FIFA’s RUWAAD pi-
oneer volunteers programme, who 
are currently involved in recruiting 

volunteers for FIFA. 
“I would like to motivate the 

Pakistani community members to 
take part in FIFA World Cup 2022 
as volunteers and support Qatar,” 
said Ismail.

He strongly believes that ef-
fective communication skills lead 
a person to success. He is the first 
president and founding member of 
Sparks Toastmasters Club.

For professional growth, he 
founded Pakistani HSE group, con-
necting all HSE professionals on 
the platform with the concept of 
helping each other. “This is cur-
rently one of the most active pro-
fession-specific groups in Qatar. It 
prepares new entrants for the job 
market and provides opportunities 
for the existing professionals to en-
hance their careers. This platform 
has helped many in finding job 
placements in local market,” added 
Ismail.

He has organised a number of 
community events to improve per-
son to person connect in the com-
munity.

An engineer who provides platform to Pakistani youth to unearth their talent 

Fahad Ismail receives award for leading Sparks Toastmasters to distinguished club.

Fahad Ismail with Pakthoon community members.

Fahad Ismail was among the organis-
ers of the successful Pakistan Day 
event at Ezdan Hotel Towers.

Fahad Ismail receives ‘Project of the Year’ award by his company’s vice president.

Fahad Ismail at the Broadcaster Information meeting.

TenM Trading Company’s stall was declared the “best pre-
sented” by the event’s management.

A large number of visitors showed interest in the products 
showcased by TenM Trading.

Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood visits a stall.

TenM Trading Company Managing Director Syed Faheem receives a certificate from 
RCCI President Ch Nadeem A Rauf.

Pakistan is a significant market 
for Arabic fragrances. At the 
same time, Pakistani perfumery 
businesses can find Qatar as a 
potential market. The exhibition 
became a bridge between 
Pakistan and Qatar business 
communities to enhance bilater-
al economic ties at base level 
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QC distributes QR26.7mn Udhiyah meat
to one million people across the world

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) distributed 
Udhiya meat worth QR26.7 mil-
lion to about one million people 
in 35 countries around the world, 
especially in areas of crisis and 
disaster, including camp resi-
dents and those affected by the 
Somalia famine.

To achieve the meanings of soli-
darity and compassion, and with 
the generous support of the ben-
efactors from Qatar, Qatar Charity 
implemented the sacrifice distri-
bution project for the year 1443 
AH under the slogan ‘Make them 
happy with your Udhiya’.

The seasonal project, which Qa-
tar Charity used to establish annu-
ally during the days of Eid Al-Adha, 
was implemented to help the poor 
and needy in camps for displaced 
people and refugees in crisis areas, 
and those affected by the drought 
disaster, especially in Somalia to 
bring happiness to their hearts and 
the hearts of their families on the 
Eid occasion. 

About 49,000 sheep and cows 
Udhiya were distributed at an 
estimated cost of about QR26.7 
million.

The campaign ‘Make them 
happy with your Udhiya’ exceed 
the number targeted when it was 
launched outside Qatar, with an 
increase of 2,700 Udhiya distrib-
uted in Somalia, bringing the total 
distributed around the world to 
49,000.

The project was implemented 
in Palestine, Somalia, Tunisia, Leb-
anon, Sudan, Kenya, Mali, Togo, 
Nepal, India, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Pakistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, The Philip-
pines, Albania, Bosnia, Ghana, 
Turkey, Jordan, Ethiopia, Senegal, 
Chad, Yemen, Montenegro, Tan-
zania, South Africa, Morocco, Bu-
rundi, The Gambia, Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

At the end of its campaign, Qa-
tar Charity thanked everyone who 
donated to the campaign, stress-
ing that the project was successful, 
thanks to God and then with the 
support of the hard-working peo-
ple in Qatar who have generously 
extended in support to its projects 
and campaigns.

Qatar Charity called on the do-
nors to continue their support for 
its ongoing relief and development 
projects throughout the year, given 
the magnitude of the need that re-
quires standing by the millions of 
poor and needy because of crises 
and disasters.

The project was praised by 
many civil and governmental au-

thorities and personalities in sever-
al countries where the project was 
implemented. They thanked Qatar 
for its humanitarian role and sup-
port for the poor and fragile com-
munities.

In Somalia, Sadat Muham-
mad Nur Aliyu, a representative 
in the Somali parliament, praised 
the efforts made by Qatar Charity 
in Somalia, especially these days 
when the country is facing a severe 
drought crisis, adding that the sac-
rifice project this year had a great 
impact on the most affected by 
drought.

In Turkey, Hilmi Turkman, 
Mayor of Uskudar - Istanbul, said: 
“We express our appreciation to 
our brothers in Qatar for their con-
tinuous support and we thank Qa-
tar Charity for its cooperation and 
contribution in providing aid to 
about a million and a half refugees 
and Turkish citizens.

“Our main goal is to help our 
brothers the refugees, the needy, 
and the poor citizens of Turkey 
and to support them, especially on 
special occasions and seasons. We 
distribute the meat and deliver it to 
the needy Turkish citizens and our 
refugee brothers residing in Istan-
bul at their homes through the joint 
field teams.”

In Sudan, Najm al-Din Musa, 
Federal Humanitarian Aid Com-
missioner in Sudan, thanked 
the philanthropists in Qatar and 

praised Qatar Charity’s great efforts 
to implement the Udhiya project. 

He said, “We appreciate their 
great humanitarian work and sup-
port for vulnerable groups. Qatar 
Charity is one of the major part-
ners and has been working with us 
in high-level cooperation in many 
humanitarian and developmental 
projects, especially in the health, 
education and housing sectors, em-
powering poor families and creat-
ing typical villages in Sudan.”

In Pakistan, Chaudhry Azhar, 
director of the Department of Social 
Welfare and Baitul Mal in Muzaffar 
Ghar region of Pakistan, thanked 
the people of Qatar for providing 
meat to disadvantaged families to 
bring joy and happiness to them 
and their families. 

He said, “We are always happy 
to partner with Qatar Charity in its 
humanitarian projects.”

The project has left a good im-
pact on the hearts of its beneficiar-
ies, as they thanked the donors in 
Qatar for their support and assis-
tance, and Qatar Charity for its con-
tinuous efforts.

In Yemen, Abd Al-Wali Dir-
ham, a person with special needs, 
said: “Today, we have the feeling 
of Eid with the arrival of sacrificial 
meat at our homes. We thank the 
people of Qatar for always standing 
by us and for their generous sup-
port that makes us happy and re-
lieves us of our suffering due to our 

extended crisis in Yemen.”
Syrian refugees in Turkey and 

internally displaced persons ex-
pressed their happiness at the ar-
rival of sacrifices at their homes 
and camps. 

Haj Ahmed, 46, displaced from 
Tal Rifaat eight years ago and re-
siding in Bab al-Salama camp in 
northern Syria, said: “As we strug-
gled with displacement and the 
high cost of living, Qatar Charity 
was present at the time through its 
project, which brought joy to the 
homes of the poor and orphans, as 
well as families.”

Um Bayan, who supports six 
refugee orphans in Turkey in the 
city of Kilis, said: “We thank the 
donors and Qatar Charity for their 
assistance to us, especially the fami-
lies of the orphans.”

In Somalia, Hawa Salad Adam, 
a 60-year-old mother of six chil-
dren, said: “Since our displacement 
from the city of Wenloen and our 
joining the Marshani camp, my 
children have not eaten meat. To-
day, because of this meat provided 
by Qatar Charity, they will celebrate 
eating it with rice.”

Mohammed Omar, 75, said: 
“As a result of the drought that we 
are experiencing, my family and I 
have not tasted meat since the be-
ginning of the crisis.”

In Sudan, Amani Ali Al-Tayeb, 
mother of seven orphans, said: 
“Qatar Charity used to bring joy 

and happiness to our children dur-
ing the seasons of feasts. We thank 
them and the good people of Qatar 
for the sacrifices that they distrib-
uted to us.”

Nusrat Mai, a widow and moth-
er of six children, expressed her 
gratitude to everyone who contrib-
uted to this project and said, “I re-
ceived fresh meat from Qatar Char-
ity, and this is the first time that we 
have eaten meat since the beginning 
of the year, me and my children.”

Noman Aref said, “Seven mem-
bers of my family suffer from vari-
ous disabilities and I could not pro-
vide them the meat of the sacrifice 
due to my limited income, and here 
Qatar Charity has made us happy 
by providing meat to us and de-
livering it to our home. We thank 
them for this show of love.”

In a related manner, several 
beneficiaries of the sacrifice pro-
ject in Bangladesh expressed their 
gratitude to the donors and Qatar 
Charity.

Fatima Begum said, “We are 
pleased to receive sacrificial meat 
on the day of Eid because we are 
not able to provide the necessary 
amount for the acquisition of meat.”

A widow Sabina Akhtar said, 
“Qatar Charity makes us happy in 
all seasons. They gave us food bas-
kets during Ramadan and Eid Al-
Adha. They provided meat for my 
family and put smiles on the faces 
of our children.”

QC to host
discussion
on famine
in Somalia

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity and the Centre for Humanitar-
ian and Development Studies (RASD) are jointly 
organising a virtual panel discussion on the fam-
ine in Somalia under the title ‘Towards effective 
and urgent response’. 

The virtual event will take place today, 
July 20, at 12:30 pm, with the participation 
of the Coordinator United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM), Euro-
pean Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations (ECHO), International Displace-
ment monitoring Centre (IDMC) and Save 
the Children. 

The panel discussion will bring to the table 
representatives from the UN agencies, interna-
tional non-governmental organisations, local 
NGOs from Somalia, and other stakeholders to 
provide a first-hand account of the humanitarian 
situation on the ground and address the current 
crisis in Somalia regarding food insecurity, dis-
placement, and climate change.

The event comes amid alerts from UN agen-
cies warning that nearly half the population of 
Somalia faces acute levels of food insecurity, and 
a growing risk of famine as the country is faced 
with the worst drought in 40 years. 

In this context and response to UN appeals 
to avert a humanitarian crisis in Somalia, Qatar 
Charity has launched an urgent response appeal 
for relief in Somalia. 

Moreover, resources were swiftly mobilised 
to respond to the alarming situation in Somalia 
and to mitigate the impact of the severe drought, 
carrying out immediate field interventions con-
sisting of distribution of food items, distribution 
of potable water, rehabilitation of health centres, 
and others for the benefit of more than 400,000 
around Somalia. 

The virtual event can be accessed through 
this link:  http://qch.qa/somalia2022

QRCS and KRCS provide humanitarian aid to Afghan people
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

TOGETHER with Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society (KRCS), 
Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) is proceeding with 
the response to the emer-
gency and health needs of the 
Afghan people.

Under a bilateral coop-
eration agreement to alleviate 
the suffering of communities 
most affected by the recent 
humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan, the project seeks to 
improve the health and living 
conditions of 4,500 families, 
or 31,500 people displaced by 
disasters and armed conflict 
in Kunar, Takhar, and Zabul 
provinces.

Since the signing of the 
cooperation agreement in Oc-
tober 2021, various compo-
nents of the project have al-
ready been completed. Seven 
food shipments were sent by 
aircraft to Afghanistan, with a 
total of 105 tonnes of miscel-
laneous foodstuff, in addition 
to 18 tonnes of hygiene items.

The distributions already 
done are include 2,000 food 
parcels and hygiene kits 
for 1,000 poor families in 
Mezana, Sarkhujan, and Ar-
ghandab (Zabul); another 
1,400 food parcels and hy-
giene kits for 700 families in 
Sarkani (Kunar); and 1,400 
food parcels and hygiene kits 
for 700 families in the centre 
of Takhar.

Currently, measures are 
being taken to procure and 
supply the types of medica-
tions and medical items in-
cluded in the health care com-
ponent of the project.

Equally co-funded 
by QRCS and KRCS, the 
$548,000 relief project is 
executed by QRCS, in coop-

eration with the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society (ARCS). 
It  includes food parcels for 
2,400 families, each contain-
ing 46 kg of basic staples such 
as flour, rice, sunflower oil, 
tea, lentils, and sugar; hy-
giene kits for 2,400 families, 
up to the standards approved 
by the International Federa-

tion of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), 
such as soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, women’s sup-
plies, and baby diapers; and 
basic emergency health sup-
plies for 14,700 people, such 
as medications, medical con-
sumables, and equipment.

The two fellow National 

Societies had signed coopera-
tion and partnership agree-
ments to implement relief and 
health projects for the benefit 
of thousands in many coun-
tries, including Afghanistan.

Signed by Ali bin Has-
san Al-Hammadi, Secretary-
General of QRCS, and Maha 
Barjas Al-Barjas, Secretary-

General of KRCS, the pro-
ject’s agreement involves 
cooperation in providing 
food, health, and hygiene as-
sistance for 4,500 families, or 
about 31,500 most vulnerable 
people, in inaccessible areas.

The two sides praised this 
agreement and joint work as 
representing the government 

and public positions shared 
by the two countries in rela-
tion to supporting humanitar-
ian causes and defending the 
rights of vulnerable people 
everywhere. This effort comes 
in pursuit of the mission of 
the two national societies, 
inspired by the fundamental 
principles.


