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Fraser-Pryce aims to continue to 
inspire after fifth 100m world title

DPA
EUGENE, OREGON 

SHELLY-ANN Fraser-Pryce 
wants to continue to inspire 
generations of women after 
a fifth world 100 metres title.

The 35-year-old defended 
her 2019 crown at Hayward 
Field on Sunday night.

She ran a championship 
record of 10.67 seconds, the 
sixth fastest time in history, 
ahead of Jamaica team-mates 
Shericka Jackson and Elaine 
Thompson-Herah.

Great Britain’s Dina Ash-
er-Smith was fourth as she 
equalled her national record 
of 10.83 seconds.

“I feel blessed to have 
this talent and to continue 
to do it at 35, having a baby, 
still going, and hopefully in-
spiring women that they can 
make their own journey,” 
said Fraser-Pryce, having re-
turned after the birth of her 

son Zyon in 2017 to become 
the oldest woman to claim a 
100m world title in 2019.

“I can’t even imagine the 
amount of times I’ve had set-
backs and I’ve bounced back 
and I’m here again.

“I continue to remind my-
self that sometimes it’s not be-
cause you don’t have the ability 
but it’s the right time. It was the 
right time and I’m so, so grate-
ful for the continuous support.

“This is the third 1-2-3 
that I’ve been a part of and 
I’m so excited. I was able to 
come away with the win.” 

Jackson, who is favourite 
for the 200m, ran a personal 
best of 10.73 seconds while 
five-time Olympic champion 
Thompson-Herah posted 
10.81 seconds.

“I’m just grateful. Last 
year when I switched to the 
100 meters, I was scared but I 
took my time and here I am,” 
added Jackson. 

“Feeling good to be part of 
history and coming for more.” 

Thompson-Herah added: 
“I’m grateful to be on the po-
dium and to be part of 1-2-3. 
I’m going to have to watch the 
replay to see if I executed the 
way I can,” she said.

“I’m happy to get my first 
(individual world) 100m 
medal and be on the podium 
for the first time. I’ve been 
working really hard even 
though I had some struggles 
during the season.” 

In other medal events on 
the third competition day, 
Grant Holloway won back-
to-back 110m hurdles gold in 
13.03 seconds ahead of team-
mate Trey Cunningham while 
another fancied American, 
Devon Allen was disqualified 
for a false start and now con-
tinues his sporting career in 
the NFL.

In two further one-two 
finishes for the home team, 

Olympic champion Katie Na-
geotte beat Sandi Morris for 
pole vault gold on countback 
after both cleared 4.85m; and 

two-time Olympic champion 
Ryan Crouser got a first shot 
put title with 22.94m as he 
beat two-time world champ 

Joe Kovacs by five centimetres.
Another US gold came in 

the women’s hammer throw 
from Brooke Andersen while 

world record holder Joshua 
Cheptegei of Uganda won 
back-to-back men’s 10,000m 
titles.

Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce celebrates winning the women’s 100m final during the World Athletics 
Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce of Team Jamaica crosses the finish line to win gold ahead of silver medalist Shericka Jackson of Team Jamaica and 
bronze medalist Elaine Thompson-Herah of Team Jamaica in the women’s 100m final on day three of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

CLEAN SWEEP OF MEDAL BOARD FOR JAMAICA
SHELLY-ANN FRASER-PRYCE took gold, Shericka Jackson silver and Elaine Thompson-Herah claimed bronze as Jamaica earned a clean 
sweep of the medals in the women’s 100m final at Hayward Field on Sunday night.
Meanwhile, Britain’s Dina Asher-Smith suffered World Championships agony – despite equalling her British 100m record - clocking 
10.83 seconds - level with her record from Doha in 2019 - but still only able to finish fourth.
Asher-Smith had hinted pre-Championships that she had been keeping something back for Eugene and delivered with a record-equalling 
time but fell just short of reaching the podium, meaning she was unable to add to the silver medal she won at the last World Champion-
ships three years ago.
Fraser-Pryce was dominant in the semi-final, shutting down after around 50m to win her heat with five-time Olympic champion Thomp-
son-Herah and Jackson victorious in their race. It was a statement of intent and, with Asher-Smith qualifying fourth fastest, she was 
facing an uphill battle and she was beaten to third in the last few metres by Thompson-Herah.
Fraser-Pryce justified her favourite tag by claiming her fifth 100m world title in a championship record of 10.67 seconds.
Daryll Neita earlier missed out on a place in the final by 0.01 after running 10.97 seconds in her semi-final heat. (PA Media/DPA)

Qatar are the defending Asian Cup champions. (AFP)

Four nations including Qatar 
vie to host 2023 Asian Cup

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR

THE Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) on Monday an-
nounced that Qatar, Australia, 
South Korea, and Indonesia 
are bidding to stage the 2023 
Asian Cup after China with-
drew citing the Covid pan-
demic, with a decision to be 
announced in October.

China had pulled out in 
May as the host of the 24-team 
competition as it pursued a 
zero-Covid policy – a strat-
egy that makes staging sports 
events a major challenge.

The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) unveiled 
the new contenders to host  
the tournament after the dead-
line for submissions closed  
on Friday.

Australia are aiming to 
host the competition for a sec-
ond time, after staging it in 
2015.

South Korea have also 
staged the Asian Cup once be-
fore, in 1960.

Qatar – the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup hosts – have staged 
the Asian Cup twice, in 1988 
and 2011.

The tournament has never 
been held in Indonesia.

AFC will announce the 
new host on October 17.

The Asian Cup is staged 
every four years. Qatar won 
the last edition in 2019.

Expression of 
interest after China 

withdrawal

Nageotte gets gold, Morris silver in US pole vault 1-2
KAREN ROSEN

EUGENE, US

NO athlete had a better front-
row seat to watch Katie Na-
geotte’s travails this season 
than Sandi Morris.

And when Nageotte won 
the gold medal in the women’s 
pole vault on Sunday (17) at 
the World Athletics Champi-
onships Oregon22, Morris was 
right there beside her to cel-
ebrate the victory.

The only catch was that 
meant Morris was relegated to 
silver medallist. Again.

Nageotte, the Tokyo Olym-
pic champion, became the 
third athlete to win the wom-
en’s world pole vault title the 
year after striking Olympic 
gold.

Meanwhile, Morris won 
her third straight silver medal 
at the World Championships 
to go along with the silver 
she won at the Rio Olympics. 
That’s four silver medals in 
seven years. And Morris didn’t 
even get a chance to show 
what she could do in Tokyo 
last summer after snapping 
her pole and suffering an inju-
ry during the qualifying round.

“After Tokyo, this silver 
medal hurts more than any,” 
Morris said, “because I was 
like: ‘Maybe this was my turn’. 
But it just was not. I am go-
ing to stand up and fight even 
harder next year.”

Both Nageotte and Mor-
ris cleared 4.85m to share the 
world lead, which Morris pre-
viously held alone at 4.82m. 
Nageotte won the gold on 
countback, making the height 

on her first attempt with ease 
while Morris needed two tries.

“This year has been a 
struggle, to say the least,” said 
Nageotte, 31, who had been 
hampered earlier this season 
by a tightened achilles tendon 
on her take-off leg. “I know 
Sandi can attest to that. There 
were so many times I was de-
bating retiring. It was hard to 
come to the track every day 
and stay motivated.”

The gold medal was the 
third for the US in the wom-
en’s pole vault and the first 
since Stacy Dragila won back-
to-back titles in 1999 and 
2001. No country had placed 
two women on the podium 
since Poland achieved the feat 
in 2009.

Nina Kennedy of Australia 
had an early scare at 4.45m, 

finally going over on her third 
attempt, and went on to cap-
ture the bronze with a sea-
son’s best of 4.80m. She won 
the first medal for Australia 
since Tatiana Grigorieva also 
took bronze in the inaugural 
women’s pole vault at the 1999 
World Championships.

Nageotte also snapped 
Morris’ 11-meeting winning 
streak — six outdoor and five 
indoor, including the World 
Indoor Championships, where 
Morris was the champion and 
Nageotte was the runner-up.

By that time, Morris, 31, 
had moved to Atlanta to train 
with Brad Walker, the 2007 
men’s pole vault world cham-
pion. Walker was already 
working with Nageotte and 
directed his star vaulters to 
practice at separate times on 

the runway, but together in the 
weight room.

“Today is a little bitter-
sweet,” Morris said. “I did 
want that gold, of course, 
but I’m so happy for Katie. I 
watched her, being her train-
ing partner. I watched her 
fight through so much.”

Nageotte, who had cleared 
only 4.65m this season prior 
to the World Championships, 
empathises with Morris’ 
plight. “Sandi is disappointed 
with her silver and that is why 
she is the best,” she said. 

“Because I would have 
been disappointed with the 
silver, too.”

Morris does have two 
world indoor titles, so there 
is some gold in her collection. 
However, she feels like this one 
slipped through her fingers.

Morris, whose PB is 
5.00m, had a cleaner slate 
than Nageotte, who missed 
on her first attempts at both 
4.70m and 4.80m. But after 
Morris, who had room to spare 

at 4.80m, needed that second 
try at 4.85m, the pressure was 
on to make 4.90m.

“I knew what I had to do,” 
said Morris, who looked like 
she thought she had it on her 
second attempt. “I had really 
good shots at it, but at least got 
the season’s best. It is hard to 
be disappointed at that, but it 
is hard to take another silver.”

The field of 15 was cut by 
two at the first height, 4.30m, 
and by two more at the second, 
4.45m. Only eight vaulters re-
mained when the bar went up 
to 4.60m.

Tina Sutej of Slovenia 
placed fourth after clearing 
4.70m, while Katerina Stefa-
nidi, the 2016 Olympic cham-
pion from Greece, cleared the 
same height, which was a sea-
son’s best for her.

Kennedy also tried to clear 
4.90m. She passed her third 
attempt at 4.85m to go for the 
higher bar, but failed on her 
only attempt.

“It’s my first major final 
and then obviously medal as 
well, so I’m stoked,” she said. 

After placing fourth in 
2014 at the World U20 Cham-
pionships in Eugene, she said: 
“I wasn’t going to come fourth 
again. So to get in the medals 
was incredible. It was such a 
packed field out there.”

And she’s also stoked to 
come back for more World 
Championships.

“They’re in their 30s, I’m 
25, so I’m still a little baby,” 
Kennedy said, “so I think I 
have a few more years ahead 
of me.

(worldathletics.org)

Katie Nageotte of Team United States competes in the women’s pole 
vault final on day three of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 
at Hayward Field in Eugene, US, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Silver medalist Sandi Morris of 
Team US during the medal cere-
mony at Hayward Field in Eugene, 
Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)



AGENCIES
EUGENE, OREGON 

Ethiopia’s Gotytom Gebre-
slase won the women’s mara-
thon gold on Monday with 
a new world championship 
record time of 2 hours 18.11 
minutes.

The 27-year-old was nine 
seconds faster than Judith 
Jeptum Korir of Kenya, who 
had led for much of the race 
but was unable to follow Ge-
breslase’s attack less than two 
kilometres from the end.

Lonah Chemtai Salpeter 
took bronze and with 2:20.18 
hours in Eugene also remained 
under the old world champi-
onship record of 2:20.57 hours 
set by Paula Radcliffe of Brit-
ain in Helsinki in 2005.

The women only world 
record is 2:17:01 hours set by 
Mary Jepkosgei Keitany in 
2017.

Defending champion and 

favourite Ruth Chepngetich of 
Kenya dropped out about half-
way through.

Gebreslase also won the 
Berlin marathon last year.

It’s now back-to-back wins 
for Ethiopia in the world mar-
athon on the streets of Eugene 
and Springfield. 

Tamirat Tola, also of Ethi-
opia, had won men’s marathon 
the day before in a champion-
ship-record time as well.

Korir and Gebreslase pulled 
away from the field around the 
17-mile mark (27 kilometers) 
and soon after stretched the 
gap to nearly a minute. 

Korir appeared to grow 
more and more agitated as 
she did most of the work with 
Gebreslase content to tuck in 
behind her. 

Korir kept motioning for 
Gebreslase to help set the blis-
tering pace.

The Ethiopian runner 
stayed put until a downhill 

section with about six min-
utes remaining in the race. 
She quickly surged ahead and 
sped away.

The lead pack took off 
quickly and left many in the 
40-runner field behind early 
on. The race changed com-

plexion around the 121-mile 
mark (19 kilometers) when de-
fending champion Chepnget-
ich dropped back and soon 

after dropped out.
The racers cruised through 

a scenic route that crossed 
over the Willamette River and 

by Pre’s Trail, a bark running 
trail that honours University 
of Oregon track and field icon 
Steve Prefontaine.

Sports

Former Portuguese marathon runner Rosa Mota, and American marathon runner and champion Joan Benoit Samuelson hold the finish line tape as Gotytom Gebreslase of Team 
Ethiopia crosses the finish line to win the women’s marathon at the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Ethiopia’s Gebreslase wins women’s world marathon in record time

Ethiopia’s Gotytom Gebreslase (L) and Kenya’s Judith Jeptum Korir 
compete in the women’s marathon final during the World Athletics 
Championships in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

Smith savours Open win, says he’s lost for words
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

AUSTRALIA’S Cameron 
Smith hailed his Open Cham-
pionship victory as “unbeliev-
able” after a stunning final 
round at St Andrews secured a 
maiden major title.

Smith overturned a four-
shot deficit courtesy of his 
second 64 in the space of three 
days, the 28-year-old from 
Brisbane finishing 20 under 
par to beat the previous record 
on the Old Course of 19 under 
set by Tiger Woods in 2000.

An eighth birdie of the 
day on the 18th gave Smith a 
one-shot victory over playing 
partner Cameron Young, who 

eagled the final hole, with 54-
hole co-leader Rory McIlroy a 
shot further back following a 
closing 70.

“I think to win an Open 
Championship in itself is 
probably going to be a golf-
er’s highlight in their career. 
To do it around St Andrews 
I think is just unbelievable,” 
said Smith, who declined the 
chance to deny reports link-
ing him to the Saudi-backed 
LIV Golf series.

“This place is so cool. I 
love the golf course. I love the 
town. To have the 150th Open 
here and to walk away with the 
win is just something that I 
have dreamt of.

“It’s unreal to look at these 

names on this trophy and then 
add mine, I’m lost for words. 
I’m definitely going to find 
out how many beers fit in this 
thing, that’s for sure.” 

Asked about failing to con-
vert previous chances to win 
a major - he finished runner-
up in the 2020 Masters and 
was third at Augusta National 
in April - Smith added: “I’ve 
definitely kicked myself a cou-
ple of times over the past few 
years.

“To do it the way I did to-
day was pretty cool, to be back 
and really apply pressure, keep 
holing putts. It was awesome.

“The course was exactly 
how an Open Championship 
should be played, firm and 

fast. It was absolutely unreal. I 
had a lot of support out there, 
especially the Aussie guys who 
really kept me going out there.

This one’s for Oz.” 
Asked about the possibility 

of joining the breakaway LIV 
Golf series, which is spear-
headed by fellow Australian 
and two-time Open champion 
Greg Norman, Smith said: 
“I just won the British Open 
and you’re asking about that. 
“I think that’s pretty not that 
good.” 

Pressed on whether he was 
interested in joining, Smith 
added: “I don’t know mate. 
My team around me worries 
about all that stuff. I’m here to 
win golf tournaments.”

Australia’s Cameron Smith speaks beside the Claret Jug, the trophy 
for the Champion golfer of the year at a press confernece after win-
ning the 150th British Open Golf Championship at St Andrews in 
Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Pogacar still 
hopes to  

defend title 
by attacking 
in Pyrenees

DPA
CANET-EN-ROUSSILLON (FRANCE)

TADEJ Pogacar has not given 
up on winning a third straight 
Tour de France as he vowed 
on the final rest day Monday 
to attack overall leader Jonas 
Vingegaard in the upcoming 
crucial stages.

The Tour heads into the 
Pyrenees for three days from 
Tuesday onwards, with two 
summit finishes, and UAE team 
captain Pogacar wants to make 
up most of the current deficit of 
2 minutes 22 seconds before a 
deciding time trial in the penul-
timate stage Saturday.

“I must take every chance 
and attack on every climb to 
gain some time every day. I 
hope I don’t regret anything in 
the end,” he said.

“I must close the gap be-
fore the time trial. Jonas is 
really good. I won’t bet on the 
time trial and hope to gain 30 
seconds or two minutes there.” 

Last year’s runner-up 
Vingegaard took the over-
all lead last week in the Alps 
where he also fended off a 
Pogacar attack the following 
day.

Saturday’s time trial is over 
40.7 kilometres and Pogacar 
was only eight seconds faster 
than Vingegaard in the first 
one over 13.1km at the start of 
the Tour in Vingegaard’s na-
tive Denmark.

Pogacar added that he 
would not be upset should he 
remain behind Vingegaard at 
the end on Sunday in Paris.

“It is not the end of the 
world if I don’t arrive in Paris 
in yellow.

Second place is good as 
well,” he said.

FRENCH GIANTS’ TOUR OF JAPAN

PSG squad soaks in Japanese enthusiasm
AGENCIES

TOKYO

THE Paris Saint-Germain 
players have spent the begin-
ning of this week enjoying 
the Japanese enthusiasm, by 
meeting the local fans. After 
a first day of discovering their 
base camp, both in the hotel 
and on the training ground, 
the Parisians experienced 
this second day of their tour 
in Japan from a different per-
spective.

Early on Monday morning, 
some of them were also able to 
play with the Kids Academy, 
to challenge the budding sup-
porters of the club from the 
capital on the pitch. 

While another part of the 
group went to meet local in-
fluencers and e-sports players, 
Neymar Jr, Sergio Ramos and 
Gigio Donnarumma took part 
in a TV show broadcast on the 
Japanese channel TBS. 

Finally, the day was en-
tirely devoted to exchanging 
moments with a training ses-
sion open to the public. As a 
result, the Prince Chichibu 
Memorial Rugby Ground, the 
stadium where Rouge et Bleu 
trains, saw its stands filled 
with more than 13,000 Japa-
nese fans, ready to spark up 
the atmosphere with every 
touch of the ball.

The PSG squad landed in 
Japan on Sunday for a three-
game tour against local teams, 
with new manager Chris-

tophe Galtier hoping to make 
a strong start with the French 
giants.

PSG, featuring attacking 
trio Kylian Mbappe, Neymar 
and Lionel Messi, will take 
on J-League sides Kawasaki 
Frontale, Urawa Reds and 
Gamba Osaka during their 10-
day stay in Japan.

Paris Saint-Germain’s (L-R) French forward Kylian Mbappe, Argentin-
ian forward Lionel Messi and Brazilian forward Neymar pose during a 
press conference on the team’s arrival in Tokyo Sunday. (AFP)

France’s Paris Saint-Germain’s Sergio Ramos (3R), Neymar Jr (2L), Keylor Navas (3L) and other players 
celebrate to win the mini game during their training session at a stadium in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)

France’s Paris Saint-Germain’s Lionel Messi (L) dribbles the ball during 
their training session at a stadium in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)

PSG pose for photos with young 
participants of a soccer clinic at 
a stadium in Tokyo on Monday, as 
a part of the team’s pre-season 
summer tour of Japan. (AFP)

Tadej Pogacar.
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STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

ROBERT Lewandowski de-
clared it was time for Barce-
lona to “get back on track” af-
ter securing his long-awaited 
move to Camp Nou, as the Po-
land international revealed he 
had always dreamed of playing 
in La Liga.

Barcelona confirmed on 
Saturday they had reached an 
agreement in principle to sign 
Lewandowski from Bayern 
Munich, before completing a 
deal reportedly worth €50mil-
lion ($50 million) for the 
33-year-old on Sunday.

Lewandowski scored 50 
goals across all competitions 
as Bayern won a 10th consecu-
tive Bundesliga title last term, 
but made his desire to join the 
Catalan giants clear at the end 
of the season.

The 33-year-old leaves 

Bayern having scored 312 
Bundesliga goals, a tally only 
bettered by legendary striker 
Gerd Muller (365), and will 
provide a new focal point for a 
Barcelona team which scored 
12 goals fewer than LaLiga 
champions Real Madrid last 
season.  

Having joined his new Bla-
ugrana teammates in Florida 
ahead of a friendly against In-
ter Miami, Lewandowski has 
targeted restoring Barcelona 

to the top of the Spanish game, 
with the league title having 
evaded the club since 2018-19.

“Finally I’m here, I’m very 
happy,” Lewandowski told the 
club’s media channels. “The 
last few days were very long 
days but in the end, the deal is 
done, so I can focus on a new 
chapter in my life, a new chal-
lenge.

“I am always the guy who 
wants to win, not only the 
games but the titles, so I hope 

from the beginning of the 
season we’re going to start by 
winning, and go to [win] titles 
at the end of the season.

“I always wanted to play in 
La Liga, I wanted to play for 
the big clubs.

“Now it’s my next step, this 
opportunity that I had. Also 
for my private life, it’s a new 
challenge, a new life.

“It’s time to get [Barce-
lona] back on track and that’s 
why I’m here, to help Barcelo-
na be on top and win as many 
titles as possible.

“For me, the goals are al-
ways high. We have so many 
good players with amazing 
quality, and we know that with 
this team we can achieve a lot 
this season, I’m sure it’s going 
to be like that.” 

Lewandowski joins the 
likes of Franck Kessie, Andre-
as Christensen and Raphinha 
in signing for Barcelona in this 

transfer window as Xavi looks 
to reshape his squad after fin-
ishing a distant second to Ma-
drid in La Liga last season.

And the striker believes 
Xavi is the ideal man to re-
vive Barca after a difficult few 
seasons, as he revealed he had 
been in contact with the for-
mer midfielder throughout his 
transfer saga.

“I was speaking with Xavi, 
from the beginning I knew 
that his idea was going in a 
good way, with this idea it was 
easy for me to decide to come 
to Barcelona,” he added.

“I know I’m the guy who 
wants to play, to win, and I 
think with Xavi it’s very pos-
sible.  

“He knows exactly how to 
coach Barcelona because he 
was amazing player, now he’s 
also a very good coach with an 
amazing future and I want to 
be part of this as well.”

I always wanted to play in La Liga, I wanted to  
play for the big clubs. Now it’s my next step, this 
opportunity that I had. Also for my private life, it’s  
a new challenge, a new life. It’s time to get 
(Barcelona) back on track and that’s why I’m here.
Robert Lewandowski

Sports

Polish football star Robert Lewandowski, who has moved to Barcelona from Bayern Munich, soon after his arrival in Spain on Monday. (Pic: FC Barcelona)

Time to get 
back on track: 
Lewandowski 
seeks titles  
at Barca

Al Sailiya recruit 
Tunisian Saidani 
for one season

QNA
DOHA

AL Sailiya Sports Club have 
announced their contract with 
Tunisian player Bilel Saidani 
for a period of one season, 
ending in the summer of 2023, 
as part of the club’s plan to-
wards achieving better success 
in the forthcoming 2022-2023 
season.

In a statement, the club 
said that the 29-year-old Said-
ani joined the team’s training 
immediately after signing his 
transfer. 

The Tunisian, who plays 
as a midfielder, had previously 
played for Al Sailiya in 2019-
2020 before moving to Saudi 
Football League with Damac 
Club.

Al Sailiya are looking for-
ward to a distinguished start 
in the new Qatar Stars League 
season having finished 11th 
the last season and survived 
relegation via play-off.

Al Sailiya start their QNB 
Stars League 2022-23 cam-
paign against Al Gharafa on 
August 2 at the Khalifa Inter-
national Stadium.

Deliberate heading could be banned  
for football children under 12

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

DELIBERATE heading could 
be completely banned from 
football for children under 12 in 
England in two seasons’ time.

The Football Association 
announced on Monday it had 
been given approval by the 
game’s lawmakers, the Inter-
national Football Association 
Board, to trial the removal of 
heading in selected grassroots 
competitions and leagues 
which come forward to take 
part in the coming season.

If successful, the FA will 
apply to IFAB for a law change 
to remove heading at under-12 
level and below from the 
2023-24 season.

It follows the introduction 
of guidance in 2020 which 
advised coaches against prac-
tising heading in training in 
football for children aged 11 
and under, with a graduated 
introduction of light heading 
into training from under-12s 
up to under-16s level.

A recommended limit of 10 
high-force headers per week in 

training was also introduced 
into professional football and 
the adult grassroots game be-
fore the start of last season.

The application for trial is 
part of the FA’s attempts to miti-
gate against any potential risks 
of heading a ball, at a time when 
research is continuing into the 
possibility of a link between 
repeated heading of a ball and 
neurodegenerative disease.

“It represents a cautious 
approach to playing and en-
joying football whilst ongo-

ing research continues in this 
area,” an FA statement read.

Dawn Astle, the project 
lead for neurodegenerative 
diseases in football at the Pro-
fessional Footballers’ Associa-
tion, welcomed the trial.

“We want all our children 
to enjoy their football, but they 
must be able to play safely,” 
she said.

“The proposed new trial to 
extend the heading guidelines 
already in place for training to 
matches is a logical and sensi-

ble step.
“Football has a duty of care 

to continue to mitigate against 
the risks of heading a ball. This 
obligation includes youth foot-
ball but also applies to care of 
players in the elite profession-
al game.

“Going into the 2022-23 
season, all professional clubs 
must incorporate the appro-
priate heading guidelines into 
their training regimes. 

“Their responsibility ex-
tends to their youth, women’s 
and men’s teams.” 

Astle has long campaigned 
for tougher rules around head-
ing. 

The death of her father, 
former West Brom and Eng-
land striker Jeff Astle, was 
ruled by a coroner in 2002 as 
the result of industrial disease 
owing to repeated heading of a 
football.

A subsequent re-examina-
tion of Astle’s brain by con-
sultant neuropathologist Dr 
Willie Stewart led to the dis-
covery that he had been suf-
fering from chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE), a pro-
gressive brain disease.

The FIELD Study, led by 
Dr Stewart, found in 2019 that 
professional footballers were 
three and a half times more 
likely to die of neurodegenera-
tive disease than age-matched 
members of the population.

The Football Association 
announced on Monday it 
had been given approval 
by the game’s lawmak-
ers, the International 
Football Association 
Board, to trial the 
removal of heading in 
selected grassroots  
competitions and 
leagues which come  
forward to take part in 
the coming season. If 
successful, the FA will 
apply to IFAB for a law 
change to remove head-
ing at under-12 level 
and below from the 
2023-24 season.

Body cams in football: 
Test in Cologne brings 

divided response
DPA

BERLIN 

QUICK, shaky pictures but a 
new perspective – the use of 
body cams on players in Sat-
urday’s friendly between Co-
logne and AC Milan was met 
with a mixed response.

While referee Sascha 
Stegemann rated the ‘ref-cam’ 
as “very helpful” for the of-
ficials, the pictures delivered 
from players were rather un-
derwhelming.

“All I see is some hands 
swinging in front of the cam-
era,” tweeted one fan about a 
video showing Olivier Giroud 
scoring the first of his brace 
of goals in a 2-1 win for Italy’s 
champions. “What the hell is 
this,” tweeted another.

The cameras were part of 
new technologies used in the 
so-called ‘Innovation Game’ 
included in the Telekom Cup 
friendly tournament.

The television broadcast 
featured live statistics and sev-

eral new camera perspectives.
Cologne’s Timo Hübers 

and striker Tim Lemperle 
wore body cams, while others 
were wired with microphones 
or had special soles in their 
boots to capture various track-
ing data.

“Wearing the bodycam 
took a bit of getting used to, it 
was quite warm underneath. 
It didn’t restrict me, but you 
could tell you were wearing it,” 
said Hübers.

Defender Kingsley 
Ehizibue said he “didn’t feel 
the microphone I was wearing. 
I think some of the innova-
tions today are quite interest-
ing for the fans.” 

Cologne coach Steffen 
Baumgart had expressed doubts 
before kick-off, calling himself 
a “traditionalist” and club chief 
executive Christian Keller also 
said he was sceptical.

Baumgart, however, did 
acknowledge that seeing 
things from the persective of 
the referee was “interesting.”

The use of body cams on players in Saturday’s friendly between  
Cologne and AC Milan was met with a mixed response.

Ibrahimovic renews 
contract to stay  

at AC Milan
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

ZLATAN Ibrahimovic has re-
newed his contract for another 
year at AC Milan, despite fac-
ing the prospect of a lengthy 
rehabilitation from knee sur-
gery.

At the end of May, Ibrahi-
movic - fresh from winning the 
Serie A title - had a planned 
procedure on his left knee to 
repair damage and instability 
caused by a previous anterior 
cruciate ligament injury.

The 40-year-old is ex-
pected to be out for up to eight 
months, so is not likely to be 
fully fit until midway through 

the 2022-23 campaign.
Nevertheless, AC Milan 

confirmed on Monday the vet-
eran Swede, who scored eight 
goals last season as they won 
the Scudetto for the first time 
in 11 years, is set to further ex-
tend his stay at the San Siro.

“AC Milan is pleased to an-
nounce the renewal of Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic’s contract until 
June 30 2023,” a club state-
ment read.

“The Swedish forward will 
continue to wear the num-
ber 11 shirt.” Responding to 
the announcement on his In-
stagram page, Ibrahimovic 
wrote: “The never-ending Zla-
tan #ReadyToLeaveAMark”.

NETHERLANDS defender Matthijs de Ligt was reportedly set to arrive at Bundesliga champions Bayern Munich on Monday to complete a transfer from Italy’s Juventus.  
It was however not clear whether de Ligt would complete the mandatory medical and the signing in time to join his new team on their flight to the United States later in the 
day. The reports on his arrival came the day after Juventus have agreed to Munich’s latest offer of €70 million ($70 Million) plus $10 million in add-ons. De Ligt, 22, was at 
Juve since 2019 and had a contract there until 2024. In Munich, he will reportedly receive a five-year deal until 2027. None of the clubs have made a statement on the issue.  
Julian Nagelsmann’s team will spend a week in the US for marketing activities, training and pre-season Games against English champions Manchester City in Green Bay and 
Major League Soccer side DC United in Washington. “We will probably be quite busy -– on and off the pitch. I think we will take many great impressions home with us,” forward 
Thomas Müller said. Captain Manuel Neuer added: “It’s always a little adventure for us, and it also broadens the horizon a bit.” Munich’s first official game is the July 30 Ger-
man Super Cup against RB Leipzig, and Bayern then open the new Bundesliga season six days later away at Europa League champions Eintracht Frankfurt. (DPA)

De Ligt expected in Munich to complete move from Juventus: Reports
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Ben Stokes announces retirement from ODI cricket
ICC

LONDON

ENGLAND’S star all-rounder 
Ben Stokes on Monday an-
nounced his decision to retire 
from ODI cricket.

Stokes, 31, said the first 
ODI between England and 
South Africa in Durham on 
Tuesday would be his last in 
the format, adding that it was 
“an incredibly tough decision”.

After making his ODI de-
but against Ireland in 2011, 
Stokes has scored 2919 runs, 
including three centuries, and 
taken 74 wickets in the format.

The highlight remains his 
match-winning effort in the 
final of the ICC Cricket World 
Cup 2019, when his unbeaten 
84* helped send the match to 
the Super Over, which Eng-
land clinched.  

Stokes was recently ap-
pointed as the captain of the 
England Men’s Test side after 
Joe Root stepped down, a call 
which played a massive role in 
his decision. 

Under his leadership, Eng-
land completed a 3-0 clean 
sweep at home against New 
Zealand and then won the fifth 
rescheduled Test against India. 

Stokes had also taken 
a break from international 
cricket in July last year to pri-
oritise his mental well-being. 
He returned to international 
cricket during the 2021-22 
Ashes in Australia. 

Stokes said in a statement: 
“I will play my last game for 
England in ODI cricket on 
Tuesday in Durham. I have 
decided to retire from this for-
mat. This has been an incred-
ibly tough decision to make. 
I have loved every minute of 
playing with my mates for 
England. We have had an in-
credible journey on the way.

“As hard as a decision as 
this was to come to, it’s not 
as hard dealing with the fact 
I can’t give my teammates 
100% of myself in this format 
anymore. The England shirt 
deserves nothing less from 
anyone who wears it.”

Stokes has only featured 
in nine ODIs since England’s 
World Cup triumph against 
New Zealand at Lord’s in 
2019, with workload manage-
ment gaining priority. “Three 
formats are just unsustainable 
for me now,” he said.

“Not only do I feel that my 
body is letting me down be-
cause of the schedule and what 
is expected of us, but I also feel 
that I am taking the place of 
another player who can give 
Jos and the rest of the team 
their all.

“It’s time for someone else 
to progress as a cricketer and 
make incredible memories like 
I have over the past 11 years.

“I will give everything I 
have to Test cricket, and now, 
with this decision, I feel I can 
also give my total commitment 
to the T20 format.

“I would like to wish Jos 
Buttler, Matthew Mott, the 
players and the support staff 
every success going forward. 
We have made great strides in 
white-ball cricket over the past 

seven years, and the future 
looks bright.

“I have loved all 104 games 
I have played so far, I’ve got 
one more, and it feels amazing 
to be playing my last game at 
my home ground in Durham.

“As always, the England 
fans have always been there 
for me and will continue to be 
there. You’re the best fans in 
the world. I hope we can win on 
Tuesday and set the series up 
nicely against South Africa.”

Rob Key, Managing Direc-
tor of England Men’s Cricket, 
paid tribute to Stokes. “I know 
this must have been a tough 
decision, but I completely un-
derstand why he has reached 
this conclusion,” said Key.

“I’m sure that when we 
look back on Ben’s career and 
see this as one of the reasons 
he will play 120-plus Tests and 
help England in T20 matches 
and World Cups for many 
years to come.

“It is a typically selfless 
decision that will benefit Eng-
land long-term.”

England’s captain Ben Stokes reacts after the final One-Day International (ODI) cricket match against India 
at Old Trafford in Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)

I will play my last game for 
England in ODI cricket on 
Tuesday in Durham. I have 
decided to retire from this 
format. This has been an 
incredibly tough decision to 
make. As hard as a decision as 
this was to come to, it’s not as 
hard dealing with the fact I 
can’t give my teammates 100% 
of myself in this format 
anymore. The England shirt 
deserves nothing less from 
anyone who wears it.
Ben Stokes

Chandimal helps Sri Lanka extend 
lead despite Nawaz five-for

ICC
GALLE

DINESH Chandimal (86 not 
out) helped Sri Lanka push 
their lead to 333 at the end 
of day three of the first Test 
against Pakistan despite a bril-
liant five-wicket haul from Mo-
hammad Nawaz on Monday.

Bad light forced early 
stumps at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium with Sri Lanka 
on 329/9.

Sri Lanka lost Kasun Raji-
tha early in the morning with 
Mohammad Nawaz getting his 
second wicket of the innings. 
However, Pakistan were not 
able to press home the advan-
tage as the Sri Lanka batters 
stabilised their innings. 

Both Oshada Fernando 
and Kusal Mendis paired well 
to drive Sri Lanka forward. 
Fernando was the more ag-
gressive of the two, hitting 
some beautiful shots. He was 
well-supported by Kusal, who 
was solid in his defence. 

Despite a couple of close 
lbw calls, Fernando survived 
to bring up a patient fifty. 
However, the 91-run stand 
was broken on the second ball 
after the lunch break but not 
before the duo had extended 
Sri Lanka’s lead to 136.

Fernando was Yasir Shah’s 
first wicket of the innings and 

he continued to impress as the 
Sri Lanka innings progressed 
further. He was complement-
ed by Mohammad Nawaz, 

who was bowling maturely 
and soon dismissed the expe-
rienced Angelo Mathews. Kus-
al Mendis’ gritty innings of 76 

was stopped by Yasir, a superb 
leg-spin delivery that brushed 
Kusal’s off-stump. 

Yasir took his third wicket 
of the innings with another 
beauty, stopping Dhananjaya 
de Silva’s 20-ball 20 knock. 

Even as Dinesh Chandimal 
held one end, Nawaz and Ya-
sir tightened the screws on the 
rest of the line-up. As many as 
five wickets fell in the second 
session with Sri Lanka going 
to tea at 257/7. And soon after 
the break, Nawaz completed 
his maiden five-wicket haul in 
Tests with the scalp of Ramesh 
Mendis.

With eight wickets down 
and a lead of around 250, Sri 
Lanka needed someone to 
push them towards a more 
challenging total. And Dinesh 
Chandimal took up the job 
without ceremony. He had al-
ready formed useful partner-
ships with the lower middle-
order and continued that as he 
got to his half-century. 

He shared a 41-run ninth-
wicket stand with Maheesh 
Theekshana (11 runs from 57 
balls) and another unbeaten 
21-run last-wicket partnership 
with Prabath Jayasuriya (4*) 
to take Sri Lanka’s lead to 333.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 222 (D. Chandimal 76, M. 
Theekshana 38; S. Afridi 4-58)
Pakistan 1st innings 218 (B. Azam 119; P. Jayasuriya 
5-82)
Sri Lanka (2nd innings; Overnight 36-1)
O. Fernando c Azam b Yasir  64
D. Karunaratne lbw b Nawaz  16
K. Rajitha lbw b Nawaz  7
K. Mendis b Yasir  76
A. Mathews c Azam b Nawaz  9
D. Chandimal not out  86
D. de Silva b Yasir  20
N. Dickwella b Nawaz  12

R. Mendis b Nawaz  22
M. Theekshana c Rizwan b Hasan  11
P. Jayasuriya not out  4
Extras: (lb1, nb1) 2
Total: (For 9 wickets, 96 overs) 329
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Karunaratne), 2-41 (Rajitha), 
3-132 (Oshada), 4-164 (Mathews), 5-178 (Kusal), 
6-218 (de Silva), 7-235 (Dickwella), 8-267 (R. 
Mendis), 9-308 (Theekshana).
Bowling: Shaheen 7-2-21-0, Nawaz 28-2-88-5, Agha 
16-1-53-0, Yasir 29-2-122-3, Hasan 10-3-15-1, Azam 
1-0-9-0, Naseem 5-0-20-0 (nb1).
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal employs a sweep shot during his 
unbeaten innings of 86 runs plays on the third day of the first Test 
against Pakistan at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle 
on Monday. (AFP)

Pakistan’s Mohammad Nawaz (C) celebrates with teammates after 
taking the wicket of Sri Lanka’s Ramesh Mendis (not pictured) on the 
third day of the first Test against Pakistan at the Galle International 
Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Zampa returns for 
Australia ODI series 
vs NZ, Zimbabwe

ICC

WHITE-BALL specialist 
Adam Zampa has been named 
to make his return to interna-
tional cricket after he was in-
cluded in Australia’s 14-player 
squad for upcoming ODI se-
ries against New Zealand and 
Zimbabwe.

Zampa sat out the recent 
tour of Sri Lanka as he wel-
comed his first child into the 
world, but the talented leg-
spinner has been named in a 
strong squad for the matches 
in Queensland in August and 
September.

Australia will play three 
matches against trans-Tasman 
rivals New Zealand in Towns-
ville, before a trio of matches 
against Zimbabwe in Cairns.

Test skipper Pat Cummins 
will be rested for the matches 
as he prepares for the up-
coming Australian summer 
of cricket, while left-handed 
batter Travis Head will also be 
sidelined as he awaits the birth 
of his first child.

Alongside the recall for 
Zampa, Australia have also in-
cluded pacer Sean Abbott and 
fellow spinner Ashton Agar af-
ter the duo injured themselves 
during the Sri Lanka tour.

Mitchell Swepson, Josh 
Inglis, Jhye Richardson and 
Matthew Kuhnemann have all 
been dropped from the squad 
that lost the ODI series 3-2 to 
Sri Lanka, with veteran batter 
Aaron Finch once again named 

to captain the Australia side.
National selector and for-

mer Australia batter George 
Bailey believes the upcoming 
matches against New Zealand 
and Zimbabwe will provide 
the team with a good chal-
lenge ahead of a busy period of 
cricket.

“These series against New 
Zealand, the world’s no.1 
ranked ODI side, and Zim-
babwe will be good contests, 
providing an opportunity to 
play some great cricket in the 
lead up to the home summer,” 
Bailey said.

“The team is excited to be 
marking the start of a huge 
summer with these matches in 
North Queensland.”

Australia ODI squad: 
Aaron Finch (c), Sean Ab-
bott, Ashton Agar, Alex Carey, 
Cameron Green, Josh Hazle-
wood, Marnus Labuschagne, 
Mitchell Marsh, Glenn Max-
well, Steve Smith, Mitchell 
Starc, Marcus Stoinis, David 
Warner, Adam Zampa
Schedule for New Zealand:
August 28: Riverway Stadium, 
Townsville
August 31: Riverway Stadium, 
Townsville
September 3: Riverway Sta-
dium, Townsville
Schedule for Zimbabwe:
September 6: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns
September 8: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns
September 11: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns.

Australian leg-spinner, Adam Zampa (left), and Trophy Tour ambas-
sador, Shane Watson (right), at the city centre in Brisbane during the 
T20 World Cup tour on Sunday. Australia is to host the T20 World Cup 
in October this year. (Pic: @qldcricket)

Rankings boost for India after  
eye-catching series triumph

ICC
MANCHESTER

INDIA’S narrow series tri-
umph over England away from 
home has seen Rohit Sharma’s 
side cling on to third place just 
ahead of Pakistan on the latest 
Men’s ODI Team Rankings.

A maiden ODI century to 
Rishabh Pant helped India 
clinch a 2-1 series victory over 
England on Sunday and in the 
process ensured they held on 
to third spot behind New Zea-
land on the current rankings.

New Zealand lead all coun-
tries with a rating of 128 points, 
some seven points ahead of 
England (121) after Jos But-
tler’s side fell to a 2-1 series de-
feat at home against India.

The race for third is tight, 
with India currently holding a 
rating of 109 and some three 
rating points ahead of their 
great rival in Pakistan (106).

That situation could 
change over the coming weeks, 
with sixth-placed South Africa 
currently only seven rating 
points behind Pakistan and 

with the opportunity to rise 
as high as fourth if they can 
sweep their upcoming three-
match series against England.

India have their own three-
match series against West 
Indies later this month and 
could put further ground on 
the likes of Pakistan, Australia 
and South Africa with a good 
performance in the Caribbean.

Pakistan are currently bat-
tling it out on the Test arena 
against Sri Lanka, with next 
ODI series in August against the 
Dutch in the Netherlands.

India’s Arshdeep Singh poses with the trophy as other teammates rejoice during the winners presentation 
after the final ODI series between England and India at Old Trafford in Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)

West Indies recall 
Holder for home 

ODI series vs India
ICC

VETERAN all-rounder Jason 
Holder has won a swift recall 
for West Indies’ three-match 
ODI series at home against In-
dia later this month.

The West Indies named a 
13-player squad for the series 
on Sunday, with Holder re-
turning to the fray after he was 
rested during the recent 3-0 
series loss to Bangladesh on 
home soil.

Holder has more than 5,000 
runs and 140 ODI wickets to 
his name and lead selector Des-
mond Haynes is confident the 
30-year-old can make an imme-
diate impact upon his return.

“As we all know Jason is 
one of the leading all-round 
cricketers in the world and 
we’re happy to have him back 
in the team,” Haynes said.

“He will be refreshed, re-
energised and ready to go and 
we can expect to see his bril-
liance on the field as well as 
meaningful contributions off 
the field as well.”

Skipper Nicholas Pooran 
will once again lead West In-

dies during the three-match 
series in Trinidad and Haynes 
knows his team needs to 
bounce back to form follow-
ing a disappointing display 
against Bangladesh.

“We had a very challenging 
three matches against Bangla-
desh in Guyana so we will be 
looking to rebound when we 
face India in the conditions in 
Trinidad,” he said.

“We have seen some 
growth among some players, 
but overall we need to regroup 
and play better against India.”

West Indies ODI squad: 
Nicholas Pooran (c), Shamarh 
Brooks, Keacy Carty, Jason 
Holder, Shai Hope, Akeal Ho-
sein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon 
King, Kyle Mayers, Gudakesh 
Motie, Keemo Paul, Rovman 
Powell, Jayden Seales. Re-
serves: Romario Shepherd, 
Hayden Walsh Jr.
Series schedule:
July 22 – First ODI, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad
July 24 – Second ODI, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad
July 27 – Third ODI – Queen’s 
Park Oval, .

DUBLIN: Spinner Alana King and young quick Darcie Brown com-
bined for five wickets as Australia registered a comfortable nine-
wicket victory over Ireland in Derry. Chasing 100 runs was never 
going to be enough against this strong Australia batting line-up and 
the run chase was done and dusted inside 13 overs.  
Australia openers Alyssa Healy and Beth Mooney were obviously 
keen to knock off the runs as quickly as possible as they took 19 
runs from the opening two overs of the chase. Seamer Arlene Kelly 
intervened to remove Healy for 10 in the fifth over, but that was 
about as good as it got for the young Ireland side as the steady 
head of Lanning came to the crease to join Mooney. The pair bat-
ted sensibly for the majority of their unbeaten 68-run stand and 
dispatched the bad deliveries when required as they mowed down 
Ireland’s total with relative ease.

Australia cruise past Ireland
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