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QATAR AIRWAYS SHOWCASES ITS NEWEST 
AIRCRAFT AT FARNBOROUGH AIRSHOW

Qatar Airways (QA) has returned to the Farnborough International Airshow after a record-breaking 
financial year and having expanded its global network to over 150 destinations. During the five-day 
event, Qatar Airways is showcasing its state-of-the-art Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, never previously dis-
played at an air show.  The passenger aircraft entered service with the airline in 2021 and features 
the new Adient Ascent Business Class Suite, equipped with sliding privacy doors, wireless mobile 
device charging and a 79-inch lie-flat bed. Also appearing at Farnborough Air Show is a Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft with a special FIFA World Cup 2022 Livery, in anticipation of the tournament to be 
hosted in Doha later this year.  This aircraft features the industry-leading Qsuite Business Class seat, 
voted the World’s Best Business Class Seat by Skytrax in 2021.  Qatar Executive, the private jet char-
ter division of Qatar Airways Group, is displaying its luxurious Gulfstream G650ER; one of the most 
coveted jets among the global travelling elite due to its remarkable range capabilities, industry-lead-
ing cabin technology, fuel efficiency and unparalleled passenger comfort. The elegant aircraft can 
fly at a faster speed for longer distances than any other of its kind, with its incredible 7,500 nautical 
mile range, and is renowned for its refined cabin interior and stylish touches. (TNN) PAGE 3

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE inspectors of the Postal 
Consignments Customs De-
partment at the Air Cargo 
and Private Airports Customs 
administration thwarted the 
smuggling of 508 g of shabo, 
hidden inside a shipment of 
bags.  Accordingly, the sei-
zures were transferred to the 
relevant security authorities.

Customs foils 
bid to smuggle 

shabo into Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Airways (QA) is ex-
ploring the possibilities of an-
other order for Boeing Co.’s 
777X jetliner, Qatar Airways 
Group Chief Executive Akbar 
Al Baker said during a briefing 
at the Farnborough air show 
on Monday.

When asked if Qatar in-
tends to stick with the 777X, 
Al Baker said, “Absolutely, we 
will even give them a bigger 
order.”

Qatar Airways is a launch 
customer for both passenger 
and freighter versions of the 
new 777 family, the largest air-
craft in Boeing’s product line-
up, according to Bloomberg.

Qatar has 74 orders for the 
twin-engine jet, which is mak-
ing its Farnborough debut, and 
signed on as the initial cus-
tomer for a freighter version 
at a White House ceremony in 
January.

Talking to CNBC’s Phil Le-
Beau on the news programme 
‘Squawk Box’, Al Baker said 
Boeing is a mightier aircraft 
maker than Airbus.

Al Baker weighed on Qatar 
Airways’ dispute with Airbus 
and its possible impact on the 
airline’s future plane orders.

Qatar Airways is su-
ing France-based Airbus for 
$1.4 billion over damage to 
the painted surface and anti-
lightning system on A350 jets, 
saying safety could be at risk 
from a design defect. Airbus 
acknowledges quality flaws but 
insists the jets are safe.

Baker said the airline was 
forced to drag the matter to 
court because there was no oth-
er alternative. Many months of 
“painstaking discussions” with 
Airbus did not yield any posi-
tive result, he added.

“Till today, though they 
publicly say they are trying to 
have an amicable settlement. 
They are not. We want the 
problem to be fixed and we had 
to go to court,” he said.

“If you mistreat your cus-
tomer, look down upon them, 
and then you are destroying 
your reputation in the indus-
try. Everybody is watching. I 
was bold enough to go to court 
because we needed a solu-
tion… I have full confidence in 
the legal system in England,” 
Baker said.

The CEO said the airline 
proved itself to be a reliable 
airline during COVID-19.

“We never stopped [servic-
es during the pandemic]. We 
didn’t leave millions of pas-
sengers stranded. As a matter 
of fact, we carried 3.3 million 
passengers during the peak of 
the [pandemic], from March 
2020 to June 2020 safely to 
their homes. Most of them had 
never travelled on [Qatar Air-
ways]. This really showed them 
our product, our commitment 
to passengers in need,” he said.

“We gave nearly $1.5 bil-
lion immediate refunds to 
passengers who couldn’t 
travel and we even gave the 
opportunity to passengers to 
change their tickets, change 
their routes, including up to 
500 nautical miles extra with-
out any charges. So, this gave 
confidence to people and this 
is what made our airline to be 
only the most profitable airline 
during 2021.”

QA explores ways 
to buy more Boeing 
777X jets: Al Baker
QA proved to be 
a reliable airline 
during COVID, 
says Al Baker

We never stopped [services during the 
pandemic]. We didn’t leave millions of 
passengers stranded. As a matter of fact, we 

carried 3.3 million passengers during the peak of the 
[pandemic], from March to June of 2020 safely to their 
homes. Most of them had never travelled on [Qatar 
Airways]. This really showed them our product, our 
commitment to passengers in need.
— Akbar Al Baker, QA Group Chief Executive

Qatar at the forefront of efforts 
to prevent cyber-attacks

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR has been at the fore-
front of efforts to prevent the 
spread of cyber-attacks and 
create a safe environment. 

Qatar have developed an 
advanced cyber security plat-
form named “Warning’ to 
identity and detect security 
threats against corporations 
and infrastructure systems. 

The platform is the result 
of a three-year collaboration 
between the QCRI, Minis-
try of Interior, the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy, TOBB University of 
Economics and Technology 

in Turkey, Kadir Has Univer-
sity, and Interprobe, a cyber-
defence firm. 

The platform exemplifies 
the future of cyber security as 
follows, it: 

• Uses Al technologies 
• Identifies phishing do-

mains and aims to block them 
• Detects malware software 
• Identifies malicious en-

terprise network traffic

Warnings of ‘heat’  
apocalypse’ in France

Western France 
is facing a 
“heat apoca-
lypse”, experts 
have warned, 
as extreme 
temperatures 
continue to 
hit much of 
Europe. 

Tempera-
tures could 
reach record 
levels in 15 
regions of the 
southwest, with 

firefighters battling wildfires and thousands forced to evacuate. Blazes 
in Spain, Portugal and Greece have forced thousands more to flee. 
Record temperatures are also expected in parts of the UK, which has 
its first ever red extreme heat warning in place. Wildfires in France in 
recent days have forced over 24,000 people to flee, with emergency 
shelters set up for evacuees. Gironde, a popular tourist region in the 
southwest, has been hit particularly badly, with firefighters battling 
to control fires which have destroyed over 14,000 hectares (34,000 
acres) of land since last Tuesday. PAGE 7

Plane crash-lands at Somalia airport, 
all 30 passengers survived

A passenger plane crash-landed at an airport in Somalia’s capital Mogadishu on 
Monday, with no deaths reported and all those on board - more than 30 passen-
gers - rescued. Video from the scene showed the plane upside down after having 
apparently flipped over on landing. Black smoke and flames rose into the air as 
fire trucks approached on the runway and firefighters started hosing down the 
crashed plane. (AGENCIES) 

HMC’s Mental Health 
Service wins award

HAMAD Medical Corporation’s (HMC) 
Mental Health Service was announced 
as a joint winner of the Oracle Cerner 
‘Achievement in User Experience’ award 
during the awards ceremony at the 
Oracle Cerner Middle East and Africa 
Collaboration Forum in Dubai.

The ‘behavioral health implementa-
tion with first Middle East Behavioral 
Health Essential Clinical Dataset’ 
project was recognized for focusing on 
specialized documentation for mental 
health patients, with a key focus on 
patient confidentiality.

The award was collected by Dr. 
Raed Amro, Assistant Executive 

Director of the Mental Health 
Service at the MHS on behalf of HMC.  
“Mental health records fall within 
general protected health information, 
therefore, we were keen to enhance 
the process of recording patient data 
in the system that is both efficient 
and safe.” (QNA) PAGE 2

Qatar seeks 
to host 2023 
Asian Cup
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR, South Korea, Aus-
tralia and Indonesia have sub-
mitted ‘Expressions of Inter-
est’ to replace China as hosts 
of next year’s Asian Cup, the 
Asian Football Confederation 
said on Monday. 

The confederation said 
that the deadline for the four 
associations to submit their 
bid documents has been set 
for August 31, and the AFC’s 
executive committee will an-
nounce the new host on Octo-
ber 17. 

China was due to host the 
24-team event, scheduled for 
June and July next year, but 
the country’s efforts to follow 
a zero-Covid-19 policy result-
ed in it being moved. 

South Korea won the inau-
gural Asian Cup in 1956 and 
retained the trophy as hosts 
four years later - the only time 
they staged the finals.  The 
country has not staged a ma-
jor tournament since co-host-
ing the World Cup with Japan 
in 2002. PAGE 12
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Education ministry 
urges Qatari students 
to adhere to certificates 
equivalency process

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education has called 
upon Qatari students who are 
willing to apply for enrollment 
in universities outside Qatar to 
adhere to the rules and meas-
ures enforced by the ministry. 
This is needed as the process 
of equalizing their certificates 
after graduation can be easily 
done in accordance with the 
regulations and rules adopted 
by Qatar.

The ministry also stressed 
the importance of obtaining 
prior approval from the Uni-
versity Degrees and Certifi-
cates Equivalency Department 

before embarking on the study 
process so that the certificate 
equivalency is considered after 
graduation.

The ministry pointed out 
that the preconditions of ap-
proval from the University De-
grees and Certificates Equiva-
lency Department entail that 
the university where the stu-
dents are willing to study shall 
be included on the lists of the 
Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education at the time 
they commence the study pro-
cess. Also, the ministry stressed 
that the presence of the name of 
any university on its lists does 
not exempt the student from 
obtaining prior approval before 
he or she commences the study.

HMC Mental Health Service receives Oracle 
Cerner Achievement and Innovation award

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion’s (HMC) Mental Health 
Service was recently an-
nounced as a joint winner of 
the Oracle Cerner ‘Achieve-
ment in User Experience’ 
Award. The awards were pre-
sented at the Oracle Cerner 
Middle East and Africa Col-
laboration Forum in Dubai.

The ‘Behavioural Health 
Implementation with first 
Middle East Behavioural 
Health Essential Clinical 
Dataset’ project was recog-
nised for focusing on special-
ised documentation for men-
tal health patients, with a key 
focus on patient confidential-
ity.

The award was collected 
by Dr Raed Amro, assistant 
executive director of the Men-
tal Health Service at the MHS, 
on behalf of HMC.

“Mental health records 
fall within general protected 
health information. There-
fore, we were keen to enhance 
the process of recording pa-
tient data in the system that 
is both efficient and safe. We 
collaborated with the Oracle 
Cerner team and our in-house 
Health Information and Com-
munications Technology De-
partment in the creation of an 
essential data set. This was a 
game-changer, especially for 
nurses to help decrease the 
amount of time they spend 
on documentation leading 
to more time spent with the 

patient. Interdisciplinary col-
laboration is key to develop-
ing practical solutions for 
typical challenges, and I am 
pleased with how well the Or-
acle Cerner team worked with 
our teams at HMC to develop 
this solution,” said Dr Amro.

Oracle Cerner, a global 
healthcare technology com-

pany headquartered in the 
United States, celebrated the 
ninth annual Achievement 
and Innovation Awards by 
recognising clients across 
the Middle East and Africa 
region for their most reward-
ing healthcare technology in-
novations in four categories: 
User Experience, Patient 

Experience, Financial Out-
comes, and Health Outcomes. 

The awards honoured cli-
ents that have effectively en-
hanced value for their organi-
sations, achieved outstanding 
patient outcomes and devel-
oped innovative healthcare 
programmes through health 
IT and the support of Oracle 

Cerner’s products and ser-
vices. 

The top three shortlisted 
nominees and the winner for 
each award category were an-
nounced at the awards cere-
mony held during the annual 
Oracle Cerner Middle East 
and Africa Collaboration Fo-
rum in Dubai.

“The challenges that the 
healthcare industry has faced 
over the past two years due to 
the pandemic did not hinder 
the outstanding achievements 
and remarkable progress our 
client organisations have had 
for their staff and communi-
ties. The quality of entries re-
ceived for the 2022 Achieve-
ment and Innovation Awards 
was a true testament to the 
diligent work by the leader-
ship, care teams and IT staff 
to help elevate the healthcare 
experience in their respective 
countries,” said Alaa Adel, 
senior vice-president, Cerner 
International managing di-
rector. 

“We look forward to con-
tinuing supporting the jour-
ney of advancing healthcare 
together with our visionary 
client leadership,” Adel added.

The annual Middle East 
and Africa Collaboration Fo-
rum is a knowledge-sharing 
event designed for Oracle 
Cerner client healthcare lead-
ers, clinicians and IT profes-
sionals. More than 170 senior 
healthcare representatives 
from various organisations 
and hospitals attended the 
event this year.

The winners were honoured at the 2022 Oracle Cerner Middle East and Africa Collaboration Forum

Reyada Medical Centre set to offer affordable healthcare to all
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

DOHA 

REYADA Medical Centre, one 
of Qatar’s newest healthcare 
facilities, recently conducted a 
‘soft launch’ opening its doors 
to its first patients about two 
weeks ago. 

The state-of-the-art medi-
cal facility, which will offer af-
fordable and high-quality ser-
vices to all, is slated to have its 
grand launch in the first week 
of September.

With the vision of ‘Inspir-
ing Better Health’, Team Rey-
ada aims to create a healthier 
future for all by providing ac-
cessible, affordable and quality 
healthcare services.

Sheikh Jassim bin Mo-
hamed bin Hamad Al Thani, 
chairman, Reyada Healthcare, 
was the guest of honour at the 
recent ‘soft launch’ of the facil-
ity. He was accompanied by 
Fathi Ibrahim Aburish, man-
aging director, MBHH, Major 
Ahmed Ibrahim Al Mansoori, 
Reyada Healthcare’s Manag-
ing Director Jamsheer Hamza 
and Executive Director & CMO 
Dr Abdul Kalam.

Sheikh Jassim said, “Reya-
da Medical Centre, with its ex-
cellent team of doctors, medi-
cal and non-medical staff, is 
poised to become a valuable 
addition to the healthcare sec-
tor in Qatar.”

The facility is a fully digi-
talised clinic led by an expert 
team of highly experienced 
doctors and staff from around 
the world. With 10 depart-
ments presently functional 
- Internal medicine, Ortho-
paedics, Paediatrics, Oph-
thalmology, ENT, Radiology, 
Laboratory Medicine, General 
medicine, Orthodontics and 

General Dentistry – the centre 
is set to add another nine de-
partments, including derma-
tology, cardiology, plastic sur-
gery and many others, soon.

Reyada Medical Centre op-
erates in accordance with the 
highest international stand-
ards and offers world-class 
medical services, featuring 
state-of-the-art radio diag-
nostics and laboratory medi-
cine facilities, a fully equipped 
pharmacy and optical services.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on Monday, Reyada 
Healthcare’s Managing Direc-
tor Jamsheer Hamza said the 
facility would cater to all seg-
ments of the community. 

“Reyada Medical Centre 
aims to empower the common 
man with world-class health 
care, ensuring that clinical and 
service excellence is within the 
reach of everyone,” he said.

Hamza said the facility will 
use preventative strategy with 
health check packages for peo-
ple to get their health checked. 

“We are trying to keep our 

community healthy at afford-
able rates whereby people can 
avail themselves of medical 
check-ups regularly. For in-
stance, we are going to launch 
five packages that will cater for 
lifestyle diseases, with a spe-
cial package of QR149 through 
which one can avail 63 tests,” 
he informed.

The facility is conveniently 
located on C-Ring Road with 
ample car parking space. It 
is open from 7am to 12am all 
days of the week.

According to him, the fa-
cility has more than 100 staff, 
including 24 highly quali-
fied doctors and specialists, 
nurses, paramedics and oth-
ers. Some of the prominent 
doctors are Dr Majunath (in-
ternal medicine); Dr Arvind 
Kumar Salian (orthopaedics); 
Dr Nijo Joseph (ENT); Dr 
Georgeen Ann Joseph (Paedi-
atrics);  Dr Manju Venugopal 
(ophthalmology);  Dr Farah 
Naz (diagnostic imaging); Dr 
Krishna Prasad HV (labora-
tory medicine); Dr Waseem 

Abbas Qureshi, Dr Shukoor 
Karikulakkat and Dr Eder-
lina Tacla Pagaspas as general 
practitioners; Dr Reeba Mary 
Isaac (orthodontics) and Dr 
Parheen Akbar Shaikh (gen-
eral and cosmetic dentistry).

Hamza said the medical 
centre features a team of mul-
ticultural doctors so that the 
patients can express them-
selves to the doctors in their 
language as the experts come 
from countries such as the 
Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan etc. 

“Patients can communi-
cate in English language to 
their doctors but they can 
express themselves better in 
their own local languages. For 
instance, Filipino patients can 
express themselves in their 
language if talking to a Fili-
pino doctor,” he added.

The facility will have three 
expansion phases. “The sec-
ond phase will begin in about 
a month’s time when we will 
unveil the specialty services,” 
he said.

According to him, the fa-
cility will have an in-patient 
service in the future, especially 
for post-in-patient care where 
the facility can partner with 
sister hospitals that are here. 

He added that the facility’s 
doors are open to insurance 
companies for cooperation in 
order to provide care to the 
patients.

Dr Abdul Kalam wel-

comed everyone to “the his-
toric moment for the future 
of quality healthcare”, adding 
that this was just the begin-
ning for the Reyada Health-
care group.

Qatari Cultural Attache office 
in the UK to organise virtual 
Professional Day for graduates

QNA
LONDON

THE Cultural Attache office 
at the Qatari Embassy in the 
United Kingdom will host a 
professional day for gradu-
ate students on Tuesday titled 
‘Your professional future’ vir-
tually via the Microsoft Teams 
platform, which can be ac-
cessed via the following link: 
https://t.co/4Zv9DzRNH6.

The professional day is 
being attended by seven gov-
ernment and private organiza-
tions. Various presentations 

will be given on this occasion 
by the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, the 
Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau, Teach 
for Qatar, Ooredoo, Qatar Na-
tional Bank, Qatar Airways, 
and the Qatar Financial and 
Business Center.

The day aims to showcase 
the job opportunities avail-
able to graduates in the gov-
ernment and private sector in 
Qatar, as well as scholarship 
opportunities to complete 
postgraduate studies, and oth-
er related matters.

Reyada Medical Centre’s new building in Doha recently opened its doors to patients.
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Aman Center, Child Focus
sign cooperation protocol

QNA
Doha

The Protection and Social 
Rehabilitation Center (Aman 
Center), a centre governed by 
Qatar Foundation for Social 
Work, signed a cooperation 
protocol with the Belgian child 
protection organization ‘Child 
Focus’, aiming at strengthen-
ing the bonds of cooperation 
between them.

The agreement was 
signed by executive Director 
of Aman Center Abdulaziz Al 
Ishaq and CeO of Child Focus 
heidi De Pauw.

The agreement aims to 
achieve the common goals of 
the two organisations by cre-
ating a sustainable and practi-
cal framework between them 
to enhance the quality of ser-
vices provided to children and 
to support the capabilities of 
regional and national partners 
through a sustainable pro-
gramme based on providing 
the highest levels of care and 
social protection for children.

Under the agreement, they 
will organise several events, 
activities and awareness cam-
paigns, in addition to train-
ing courses and workshops 

to serve the target groups of 
both sides. The agreement 
also aims to achieve continu-
ous development in the field 
of protection and social reha-
bilitation by benefiting from 
studies and research related to 
children’s issues.

Abdulaziz Al Ishaq 
stressed the importance of 
signing cooperation proto-
cols with several interna-
tional and regional organiza-
tions, noting that the centre’s 
cooperation with the Belgian 
organization will benefit both 
parties through the exchange 
of experiences, information 
and data related to work-
flow. he also highlighted the 
keenness of the two sides to 
achieve innovation and de-
velopment in proposals for 
work mechanisms in the field 
of child social protection.

he explained that the 
cooperation will contribute 
to highlighting the role and 
services of the Aman Center 
for women and children, and 
victims of family breakdown 
from violence, by transfer-
ring the centre’s experience 
in providing the necessary 
protection to reduce violence 
at the international and re-

gional levels.
heidi De Pauw expressed 

the importance of activating 
the international partnership 
with Qatar, especially with 
Aman Center, through events, 
awareness sessions and dis-
cussions on issues related to 
children. She praised the level 
of services provided to chil-
dren at the Aman Center and 
stressed the need to benefit 
from this model at the inter-
national level.

Child Focus, established in 
1998, combats the phenom-
enon of disappearance and ex-
ploitation of children and calls 
on the population to honour 
the victims, while reiterating 
support to the parents and rel-
atives of the missing children.

On October 20, 1996, 
nearly 300,000 Belgian citi-
zens took to the streets of the 
capital to demand better func-
tioning of the judicial system, 
protection, care and support 
for these children. 

Aman Center is concerned 
with the protection and reha-
bilitation of women and chil-
dren who are victims of vio-
lence or family breakdown, 
and their integration into 
society.

Qatar Airways Group returns
to Farnborough Airshow after 
record-breaking financial year

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAR Airways has returned to 
the Farnborough International 
Airshow after a record-breaking 
financial year and having ex-
panded its global network to 
more than 150 destinations.

During the five-day event, 
QA is showcasing its state-of-
the-art Boeing 787-9 Dream-
liner, never previously displayed 
at an air show. The passenger 
aircraft entered service with 
the airline in 2021 and features 
the new Adient Ascent Busi-
ness Class Suite, equipped with 
sliding privacy doors, wireless 
mobile device charging and a 
79-inch lie-flat bed.

Also appearing at Farnbor-
ough Air Show is a Boeing 777-

300eR aircraft with a special 
FIFA World Cup 2022 Livery, 
in anticipation of the tourna-
ment to be hosted in Doha later 
this year. This aircraft features 
the industry-leading Qsuite 
Business Class seat, voted the 
World’s Best Business Class 
Seat by Skytrax in 2021.  

Qatar executive, the private 
jet charter division of Qatar Air-
ways Group, is displaying its lux-
urious Gulfstream G650eR, one 
of the most coveted jets among 
the global travelling elite due 
to its remarkable range capa-
bilities, industry-leading cabin 
technology, fuel efficiency and 
unparalleled passenger comfort. 
The elegant aircraft can fly at a 
faster speed for longer distances 
than any other of its kind, with 
its incredible 7,500 nautical 

mile range, and is renowed for 
its refined cabin interior and 
stylish touches.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
executive Akbar Al Baker said: 
“It has been a few years since we 
have been able to attend such 
an event, so it is great to return 
to this year’s Farnborough Air 
Show in our strongest ever fi-
nancial position. Our record-
breaking financial year with a 
$1.54 billion profit comes at an 
important milestone for Qatar 
Airways, as we celebrate our 25th 
anniversary and look forward to 
bringing hundreds of thousands 
of football fans to Doha for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.”

As Qatar Airways gears up 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the airline faces a unique 
set of operational challenges 

due to a significant increase in 
demand for flights to Doha. This 
will see Qatar Airways under-
take a network adjustment that 
is unprecedented in the indus-
try, as it will temporarily transi-
tion from a global network to a 
predominately point-to-point 
service, with its home at hamad 
International Airport the gate-
way to the games.

Qatar Airways returns to 
Farnborough International 
Airshow following last month’s 
publication of its annual report 
for 2021/22, which showcased 
the airline’s strongest finan-
cial performance ever. Qatar 
Airways reported 200 percent 
above its highest annual histori-
cal profit and carried over 18.5 
million passengers, an increase 
of 218 percent over last year.



04 Tuesday, July 19, 2022 Nation

Karwan-e-Urdu Qatar marks Eid with ‘Eid Milan Mushaira’ event
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Karwan-e-UrdU Qatar or-
ganised ‘eid Milan Mushaira’, 
a poetry symposium, to mark 
the occasion of eid al-adha.

Founder President of Kar-
wan and host of the event atiq 
anzar welcomed the guests at 
the programme, which com-
menced with the recitation of 
Holy Qur’an by Muhammad 
Farooq nadvi.

Connoisseur of Urdu lit-
erature and founder of anju-
man Muhibban-e-Urdu Hind 
Ibrahim Khan Kamal presided 
over the event. rashid alam 
rashid was the chief guest 
while Muzaffar nayab at-
tended the event as the guest 
of honour.

The poets who present-
ed their select poetry were 
Shazaib Shahab, Inam azmi, 
rakim azmi, ashfaq desh-
mukh, Zwar Hussain Zair, 
Ijaz Haider, nadeem Maher, 

Iftikhar raghib, Yusuf Kamal, 
Shad akolvi, atiq anzar, Mu-
zaffar nayab and rashid alam 
rashid.

well-known social and lit-
erary personalities attended 
the event including Hasan 
Chougule, patron of anju-

man Muhibban-e-Urdu Hind; 
azeem abbas, chairman of 
Karwan-e-Urdu Qatar; Khur-
shid ahmed, patron of Bazm 
alig; Khalid dad Khan, presi-
dent of anjuman Muhibban-
e-Urdu Hind; Qamarul Zaman 
Bhatti, president of Majlis 

Froghe Urdu adab; Ubaid Ta-
hir, secretary general of Majlis 
Froghe Urdu adab; and ali 
Imran, former president of 
aMU alumni association Qa-
tar.

nishat ahmed Siddiqui 
proposed the vote of thanks.

Alford Hughes launches art initiative to support Qatari artists
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

alFord Hughes, Qatar’s exclusive network 
for international real estate investment and as-
set management, has announced a special art 
initiative that aims to support Qatari artists.

This summer will see the launch of alford 
Hughes’s ‘Invest Internationally, locally’ 
campaign through which the company has 
collaborated with two local artists to create 
digital artistic interpretations of Qatari cul-
ture across famous landmarks from alford 
Hughes’ key markets.

The initiative will promote and support 
the local artists, providing them with a chal-
lenge and an outlet to exhibit their creativity 
and bolster their growth, while also showcas-
ing the company’s property portfolio in key 
cities around the world. 

Commenting on the initiative, Moham-
med al Baker, Ceo of alford Hughes, said: 
“as an art investor myself and an active advo-

cate for the local art community, I have taken 
great pride in sponsoring local artists through 
my private businesses. The assets that alford 
Hughes promotes to its investor network are 
architecturally brilliant, financially enticing 
and situated in prime real estate markets that 
are famous for their cultural aesthetics.” 

This ongoing support to local artists 
comes on back of the resounding success of a 
previous similar initiative in which the com-
pany collaborated with Qatari artist Bothay-
na al Muftah in the design and production of 
the Global Investor Guide which was gifted 
exclusively to 250 local investors. 

al Baker added, “alford Hughes is a 
unique premium service unlike anything 
else in Qatar real estate industry, and I have 
found that partnering with local artists com-
plements what we do brilliantly and provides 
a refined touch to our exclusive services and 
property portfolio.”

Since its inception, alford Hughes has 
kept the welfare of Qatari investors and Qa-
tari society at the top of its priorities. The 
company strives to create initiatives that will 
support local talent and drive development 
in the market while also making the process 
of investing overseas as a Qatari national as 
seamless as possible.

Since its establishment in 2020, alford 
Hughes has grown its asset portfolio offering 
over Qr27 billion across the world. The ap-
petite for international prime real estate has 
never been stronger in doha and being an ex-
clusive office to simply investing internation-
ally, locally – alford Hughes has positioned 
itself as the go-to company in Qatar.

Mohammed Al Baker, CEO of Alford Hughes An art initiative to support Qatari artists 

HEC Paris opens Qatar’s first
business research laboratory
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HeC Paris in Qatar, the re-
gional campus of HeC Paris, 
which was recently ranked 
number one in executive edu-
cation by the Financial Times 
2022, has established Qatar’s 
first Business research labo-
ratory to develop local and re-
gional teaching materials for 
its world-class executive MBa, 
Specialized Master’s degree, 
and customized corporate pro-
grams. The laboratory’s goal 
is to be the best in the GCC/
Mena region by 2024.

Its activities will include 
creating business case stud-
ies for custom and executive 
programs, publishing and 
disseminating business case 
studies to a broader audience, 
and conducting seminal and 
industry-specific research. 
The laboratory also intends to 
create simulations for excep-
tional learning experiences, 
as well as to collaborate with 
various government, semi-
government, and key private 
businesses in Qatar to create 
relevant and thought-provok-
ing pedagogical material for 
the world, based on Qatar and 
GCC companies in situations. 

“The Business research 
laboratory at HeC Paris in 
Qatar aims to create world-
class teaching material for its 
offerings in Qatar and the rest 
of the world, including europe 
and the U.S. where there is 
strong interest in management 
issues in the Gulf. This materi-
al includes business case stud-
ies, research and simulations 
to enhance the learning ex-
perience,” confirms dr. Pablo 
Martin de Holan, dean, HeC 
Paris in Qatar.

Joshua Kobb, executive 
director for Partnerships and 
Growth at HeC Paris in Qatar, 

affirms that “developing learn-
ing material from the region 
and for the region helps ensure 
the relevance of our teaching 
for learners based here. at the 
same time, we are able to ad-
vance our teaching mission to 

help the global business com-
munity understand the context 
and dynamics of Qatar and the 
region. we thank Qatar Foun-
dation for their support of the 
Business research laboratory, 
which is the first internationally 
based hub for HeC Paris.”

Senior Case writer deval 
Kartik Ph.d. leads the labora-
tory. She has an MBa in Mar-
keting from the Institute of 
Management development 
and research in Pune, India, 
and a Ph.d. in Marketing from 
anglia ruskin University in 
Cambridge, UK. 

“dr. deval brings a wealth 
of expertise to the new lab in-
cluding two decades of post-
graduate teaching, extensive 
experience in writing, editing, 
and publishing and teaching 
case studies, conducting work-
shops, and mentoring new case 
writers. as Senior Case writer, 
she takes up the challenge of 
building a top-quality reposito-
ry of original case studies with 
a focus on Qatar and the GCC 
but destined for the world,” ex-
plains dr. Martin de Holan.

Harvard Business School 
pioneered the case study learn-

ing method in management 
education in the 1920s, and 
it has since become one of the 
most widely accepted and suc-
cessful teaching methods at 
business schools worldwide. 
The method has been described 
as “the art of managing un-
certainty,” with the instructor 
acting as a planner, host, mod-
erator, devil’s advocate, fellow-
student, and judge while look-
ing for solutions to real-world 
problems and challenges. The 
methodology has proven to be 
extremely popular and effective 
in providing a hands-on, practi-
cal approach to real-world busi-
ness challenges. The methodol-
ogy has proven to be extremely 
popular and effective in provid-
ing a hands-on, practical ap-
proach to real-world business 
challenges. 

Participants in the case 
study method learn from the 
professors and from one an-
other through highly interac-
tive analysis and discussion. 
HeC Paris was an early propo-
nent of the case study teaching 
method in the 1930s, and Qa-
tar has used it since its incep-
tion 12 years ago.

Teaching resource 
aims to rank among 
the world’s best

Dr. Deval Kartik 

HBKU’s College of Islamic Studies 
presents research on social media 
and Muslim youths at global forum
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reSearCHerS from Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University’s Col-
lege of Islamic Studies (CIS) 
recently presented their find-
ings on the interactions and 
effects of social media on Mus-
lim youth at the 12th Interna-
tional Conference on religion 
and Spirituality in Society, 
held at the University of Cor-
doba in Spain.

Bayan Khaled, research 
Fellow, and Iman Ismail, 
research assistant, at CIS, 
presented a research paper 
titled ‘exploring the nexus 
between Islam, Social Me-
dia and Youth: a Study of 
the Tripartite Connection’. 
This was the result of a joint, 
year-long study to address the 
current literature gap around 
this nexus by considering how 
Muslim youth interact with 
social media for religious rea-
sons. They considered three 

forms of interaction: sharing 
information about Islam, en-
gaging in community building 
and self-exploration, as well 
as activism.

The exploratory study 
combines data from a youth 
survey conducted in the sum-
mer of 2021 with a review of 
existing literature. Using the 
findings, Khaled and Ismail 
hope to gain a better under-
standing of and contribute 
insights into how social media 
can be used more effectively 
to reshape the negative image 
of Muslims perpetuated by 
mainstream media.

Future research could 
look into the influence or im-
pact of social media on young 
Muslims, as well as compara-
tive studies between young 
Muslim males and females, 
and case studies of influential 
Muslim public figures on so-
cial media.

Speaking after the confer-
ence, Ms. Ismail, said: “Given 

the complex influence of reli-
gion on upbringing, outlook, 
and social interactions, our 
study set out to examine the 
ways in which social media has 
aided in the socialization of re-
ligious communities. Having 
the opportunity to present our 
findings at an international 
forum was an excellent expe-
rience and we were able to lis-
ten to the diverse perspectives 
from scholars of other disci-
plines and regions.” 

Ms. Khaled said: “we look 
forward to expanding the 
study and developing much 
needed scholarship on the in-
teractions between social me-
dia and Muslim youth in the 
region. These are efforts that 
will also further CIS’s aim to 
contribute to critical intel-
lectual debates on Islam in a 
global context.”

For more information on 
the programs at the College 
of Islamic Studies, please visit 
cis.hbku.edu.qa

College of Islamic Studies leads discussions on contemporary social 
issues in Muslim societies at the University of Cordoba in Spain

A view of the HEC Paris building in Doha 

Ijaz Haider presents his poetry during the ‘Eid Milan Mushaira’, a poetry symposium in Doha recently.

Participants at the ‘Eid Milan Mushaira’ event organised by Karwan-e-Urdu Qatar.

As Senior Case Writer, Dr. 
Deval takes up the chal-
lenge of building a top-
quality repository of origi-
nal case studies with a 
focus on Qatar and the 
GCC but destined for the 
world
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At least 20 people have died and 
another 30 are missing after a boat 
carrying more than 100 people cap-
sized in a river in central Pakistan, 
officials said.

the overloaded boat was head-
ing to a wedding when it capsized 
in the Indus River in the district of 
Sadiqabad, the government said in 
a statement on Monday.

Nearly 90 people were rescued 
by divers, the statement said, add-
ing that the passengers were mostly 
women and children.

All those on board belonged to 
one clan and were on their way to 
a family wedding across the river, it 
added. “We have retrieved 20 bod-
ies so far” and most of them were 
women, local government official 
Aslam tasleem told local media 
channel Geo News.

“We’re not sure how many peo-
ple exactly were on the boat. We’re 
getting the estimates just on the 
basis of the family members’ ac-
counts,” he said.

Earlier, Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif took to twitter 
to express his condolences to the 
victims’ family.

“I am saddened by the loss of 
19 precious lives as a result of the 
boat capsizing accident in the Indus 
River … We pray to Allah Almighty 
to grant the deceased a place in his 
mercy and grant patience to the af-
fected families,” he tweeted.

Nearly 35 divers from a state-
run rescue service took part in an 
operation to find and save more 
people who were in the river, the 
government’s statement said.

Villagers in rural Pakistan of-
ten use boats to travel, avoiding the 
higher costs of automobile trans-
port on ramshackle roads that are 
often far from their homes.

At least 20 killed, 30 missing after 
boat capsizes in Pakistan
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SRI Lanka’s acting president 
called a state of emergency on 
Monday amid ongoing politi-
cal turmoil as the South Asian 
nation seeks to picks a new 
leadership after its last presi-
dent was ousted by protesters 
angered by the country’s eco-
nomic collapse.

“It is expedient, so to do, 
in the interests of public secu-
rity, the protection of public 
order and the maintenance of 
supplies and services essential 
to the life of the community,” 
Ranil Wickremesinghe said in 
a statement.

the declaration came as a 
key university student union 
called for a general strike on 
tuesday - the day on which 
Parliament will call for nomi-
nations for a presidential vote. 

that vote, among the 225 
members of Parliament, is set 
for Wednesday.

the acting president also 
instructed the police to moni-
tor social media, after mes-

sages were posted stating that 
members of parliament who 
vote against the will of the pro-
testers would be blocked from 
returning to their homes.

Protesters have been cam-

paigning against Wickremes-
inghe, claiming he is an ally 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa who was 
president until he fled the 
country last week after nation-
wide mass protests calling for 

his resignation. Wickremes-
inghe was sworn in as acting 
president on Friday. He is also 
the country’s prime minister.

A new head of state is due to 
be picked on Wednesday, and 
Wickremesinghe is one of two 
front-runners to take on the 
presidential role permanently. 
there are four candidates.

Security around the par-
liamentary complex has also 
been strengthened.

Sri Lanka, an island state 
of some 22 million people, is 
currently in its most severe 
economic crisis for decades, 
with drastic fuel shortages.

Protests have largely sub-
sided since Rajapaksa fled 
the country and resigned, but 
some 500 people continue to 
occupy parts of the presiden-
tial palace after it was stormed 
by demonstrators at the height 
of the civil unrest.

Emergency in Sri Lanka 
ahead of leadership vote
Expedient, so to do, in the interests of public security, public order, says acting president Wickremesinghe
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FoRMER Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has again called 
for an early national election after 
his party seized control of the state 
assembly in Punjab, the country’s 
most populous province.

twenty seats were up for grabs 
in the Punjab by-election, which 
was seen as a popularity test for the 
former international cricket star 
dismissed by a no-confidence vote 
in April. Khan’s Pakistan tehreek-
e-Insaf (PtI) party won 15, with the 
Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-
N) of current Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif taking four, and one go-
ing to an independent, according to 
an Al Jazeera report.

Sunday’s vote was also seen 
as a bellwether for national elec-
tions that must be held by october 
next year, although Khan has cam-
paigned across the country for an 
earlier poll since being dismissed.

“the only way forward from 
here is to hold free and transparent 
elections,” Khan tweeted early on 
Monday after the Punjab votes were 
tallied. “Any other way will only 
lead to increased political uncer-
tainty and further economic chaos.”

the ruling PML-N of the Sharifs 
has accepted its defeat and even 
congratulated PtI Chairman Khan 

for ‘landslide victory’ in the by-polls.
“We respect the mandate of the 

people. Now we ask the PtI-PMLQ 
to form the government in Punjab,” 
the Prime Minister’s spokesperson 
Malik Ahmad Khan told PtI.

to a question whether Prime 
Minister Shehbaz would dissolve 
the National Assembly to call early 
general elections, he said: “the 
PML-N leadership will decide about 
it in consultation with its allies.”

PML-N vice president Maryam 
Nawaz also accepted her party’s de-
feat. “We should accept our defeat 
with an open heart,” the daughter 
of PML-N supreme leader Nawaz 
Sharif said in a tweet. She said that 

in politics, victory and defeat is a 
part of the game. “We will see our 
weakness and remove them,” she 
said.

the election victory is consid-
ered a huge comeback for Khan. 
“You cannot rule out the possibil-
ity that he may become the prime 
minister again if there are free and 
fair elections and if his party per-
forms well as it has done in Pun-
jab,” said an Al Jazeeraa reporter 
from Pakistan. Khan has drawn 
thousands to rallies since being 
removed, giving lengthy speeches 
claiming the government was im-
posed on Pakistan under a United 
States-led conspiracy.

DPA
Istanbul

tURKEY reminded its 
NAto allies on Monday that 
it can “freeze the process” of 
expanding the bloc’s mem-
bership to include Finland 
and Sweden if it doesn’t feel 
that the conditions it laid out 
for the expansion are being 
met.

Finland and Sweden have 
long declined membership of 
NAto out of fear that joining 
it would rile Russia. But, after 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
this year, the two decided that 
being in the bloc was the safer 
option.

However, turkey has set 
up multiple roadblocks, ar-
guing that it was sceptical of 
granting membership to a 
pair of countries that it said 
were supporting terrorism, 
a reference to people turkey 
wants extradited but who en-
joy residence in the Nordic 
countries. Specifically, turk-
ish President Recep tayyip 
Erdogan accuses the two of 

harbouring members of the 
Syrian YPG Kurdish militia, 
as well as members of the Gu-
lenist movement.

the YPG is considered 
to have links to terrorism by 
some, but is considered by 
some Western countries to 
be the most effective fighting 
force on the ground in Syria 
against Islamist extremist 
groups. Members of the Gu-
lenist network are accused of 
organizing a 2016 coup at-
tempt.

In his Monday com-

ments, Erdogan singled out 
Sweden for doing a poor job 
and sought to remind  the in-
ternational community that 
all 30 NAto member states 
must pass the appropriate 
legislature for the new mem-
bers to be taken on. About 
half of NAto’s members have 
done so at this point.

Finland and Sweden 
signed formal accords with 
turkey in June, at which 
point Istanbul dropped its op-
position to a membership in-
vitation being extended.

But Erdogan said that deal 
involved Sweden sending 70 
“terrorists” back to turkey. 
No such language was in the 
accord, though the three did 
promise to make extraditions 
easier.

Sweden said it did not 
agree to send any of its citi-
zens to turkey.

Non-citizens could be de-
ported, but only to countries 
whose legal systems are in 
harmony with Sweden’s and 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights.

Pakistan’s Imran Khan calls for early 
polls after landslide in Punjab

Turkey hints at blocking Finnish, Swedish NATO bids again

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf supporters celebrate victory.

People gather in front of the department of Immigration and Emigration to apply for a passport in Colom-
bo on 18 July 2022. (aFP)
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RUSSIA’S President 
Vladimir Putin is expected 
to meet his Iranian coun-
terpart Ebrahim Raisi in 
tehran on tuesday. the 
meeting, which will include 
turkey’s President Recep 
tayyip Erdogan, will take 
place in the trilateral “Asta-
na format” aimed at resolv-
ing differences in Syria, but 
there is much more at stake 
as war rages in Ukraine.

the leaders and their 
delegations are also expect-
ed to hold bilateral meet-
ings, during which issues 
ranging from the war in 
Ukraine to Iran’s 2015 nu-
clear deal with world pow-
ers could be discussed.

the tehran summit 
takes place as tensions sim-
mer with turkey on one side 
of an argument, and Russia 
and Iran on the other. on 
June 1, turkey announced 
it will soon launch a new 
military operation in at least 
two northern Syrian cities to 
target what it calls “terrorist” 
Kurdish armed groups.

Russia and Iran are 
the two largest backers of 
the government of Syrian 
President Bashar Al-Assad, 
who has maintained power 
throughout his country’s 
civil war, which began more 
than 10 years ago. As Er-
dogan spoke of establishing 
a 30km (18.5 miles) “security 
zone” by “cleaning up” the 
two cities of tal Rifaat and 
Manbij, Moscow and tehran 
called on Ankara to refrain 
from new attacks. Recently, 
Erdogan tested his leverage 
in NAto in an attempt to 
strengthen his position on 

Kurdish fighters in Syria.
In late June, he ultimate-

ly dropped his opposition to 
Finland and Sweden joining 
the alliance after the Nor-
dic nations agreed to stop 
supporting Kurdish armed 
groups and extradite dozens 
of individuals that turkey 
considers “terrorists”.

Separately, Russia ear-
lier this month vetoed a 
United Nations Security 
Council resolution to extend 
cross-border aid deliveries 
to people in Syria for one 
year, forcing a compromise 

involving a six-month exten-
sion. this is a rare foreign 
trip for Putin, who in Feb-
ruary launched a “special 
operation” with a stated aim 
of demilitarising neighbour-
ing Ukraine and thwarting 
Kyiv’s NAto ambitions.

Erdogan has played a del-
icate balancing act during the 
Russia-Ukraine war. turkey, 
which has voiced support for 
Ukraine while opposing the 
scope of Western sanctions 
on Russia, has tried to me-
diate between Moscow and 
Kyiv But at the same time, it 
has sold its Bayraktar com-
bat drones to Ukraine, which 
have been used in the war.

Russia’s Putin 
set for Iran visit

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin chairs a meeting via a 
video link at the Novo-Ogary-
ovo state residence, outside 
Moscow, on Monday. (aFP)
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EU foreign ministers have agreed to 
500 million euro ($504.3 million) 
more in military aid for Ukraine, 
European Council President Charles 
Michel said on Monday.

“Europe continues delivering for 
peace and defence of our values,” 
Michel said, announcing the decision 
to send the fifth package of finance 
on Twitter. The latest contribution 
brings the total amount of military 
aid sent to Ukraine to 2.5 billion euro 
since Russia invaded the country.

EU foreign ministers made the 
decision at a meeting in Brussels 
to discuss a new package of sanc-

tions against Russia, including a 
ban on Russian gold exports to the 
bloc, along with ways to step up the 
enforcement of existing punitive 
measures.

In February, the EU issued the 
first tranche of 500 million euro in 
a historic first for the bloc to arm a 
non-EU member under attack.

Three more packages followed 
in March, April and May.

The aid for equipment, fuel, 
medical supplies and weapons 
comes from a budget called the Eu-
ropean Peace Facility (EPF), a fund-
ing mechanism separate to the EU 
budget.

EU treaties prevent the bloc 
from using EU budget funds for mil-

itary projects. The EPF reimburses 
EU countries that send military aid 
and allows the EU to reinforce the 
armed forces of partner countries.

EU member states have also 
provided arms to Ukraine through 
bilateral efforts independent of the 
bloc.

Ahead of the meeting, Lithu-
anian Foreign Minister Gabrielius 
Landsbergis underlined the im-
portance of weapons supplies to 
Ukraine.

“This is what helped Ukrainians 
to stop the all-out attack on its ter-
ritory,” he said, adding military aid 
is the likely solution to unblocking 
the country’s ports to resume grain 
shipments.

EU foreign ministers agree euro 500mn 
more in military assistance to Ukraine

News 
in brief

Britain’s Johnson accused of ‘checking 
out’ amid heatwave emergency
london Boris Johnson is facing allegations of having already 
“checked out” and “clocked off” as British prime minister 
after he hosted an exclusive party and took a spin in a fighter 
jet ahead of the extreme heatwave.labour criticized Johnson 
for being absent from emergency meetings as the country 
prepared for the first ever red extreme heat warning. down-
ing street said it was “not unusual” for Cabinet ministers to 
lead such meetings and that Johnson’s Typhoon flight was 
“important” to understand the rAF’s capabilities. Britain was 
facing travel disruption, closed schools and health warnings on 
Monday and Tuesday as temperatures were set to soar into the 
high 30 degrees Celsius, and possibly passing 40C. labour op-
position leader Keir starmer accused the government of failing 
to focus on the heatwave, as the Conservatives fight a bitter 
leadership contest. (DPA)

After ousting old friend as top Ukraine 
spy, Zelensky taps old hand 
Kiev ukraine’s intelligence network was awaiting its new boss 
on Monday, a day after the old boss - a childhood friend of 
President volodymyr Zelensky - got the boot. ivan Bakanov 
lost his job on sunday, officially because of reports that so 
many members of the intelligence community have defected to 
work for russian and russian-backed invaders in the coun-
try’s south, amid russia’s attack on ukraine, now almost five 
months old. Prosecutor General iryna venediktova lost her job 
for the same official reason on sunday. But a lot of ukrainian 
media is reporting that the real reason for Bakanov’s dismissal 
is his lack of background in intelligence, which has left him 
struggling for authority among his staff. Bakanov ran a televi-
sion station before joining his friend Zelensky’s presidential 
campaign and then getting the job as head of the security ser-
vice of ukraine (sBu). His replacement, vasyl Hrytsak, report-
edly was critical to the recent arrest of a former high-ranking 
sBu official who stands accused of high treason for feeding 
information to russia amid the invasion. (DPA)

EU health commissioner: Use summer to 
prepare for coronavirus surge
Brussels eu Health Commissioner stella Kyriakides issued 
a call to the bloc’s 27 health ministers on Monday to make 
use of the summer to prepare for an anticipated new wave 
of coronavirus infections in the autumn and winter. “in view 
of a possible worsening of the epidemiological situation, it is 
crucial that we all maintain close vigilance,” Kyriakides said. 
“The summer months must be used to take the necessary 
public health actions that will sees us through the next phase 
of the pandemic in the autumn and winter,” she added. As the 
people of europe enjoyed a summer without the restrictions of 
the previous two years despite rising cases, efforts to contain 
the pandemic had to be continued, she said. (DPA)
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MoRE than half of territory 
in the European Union was at 
risk of drought at the end of 
June, researchers from the Eu-
ropean Commission warned in 
a new report on Monday.

The report said “that a stag-
gering portion of Europe is cur-
rently exposed” to a drought 
warning that “may require ex-
traordinary water and energy 
management measures to be 
taken in affected countries.” 
Some 46 percent of EU territo-
ry has reached a warning level 
for drought while 11 percent of 
surveyed regions is on full alert, 
the report said, blaming lack of 
rainfall from early heatwaves in 
May and June.

The drought has impacted 
crop yields in much of Europe. 
Cuts to water storage has af-
fected the cooling systems of 
some power plants in the bloc. 
The report forecasts drier than 
normal conditions in Europe 
for the next three months.

Some of the fears outlined 
in the report were reflected in 
current conditions on Monday, 
with fires raging across Europe, 
including in France, Greece, It-
aly, Portugal and Spain. Wild-
fires in Spain fanned by strong 
winds have destroyed some 
25,000 hectares of woodland 
over 10 days, while in neigh-
bouring Portugal, around 
30,000 hectares have been de-
stroyed in a week. Homes and 
businesses have also gone up 
in smoke. As of Monday, there 
were 22 burning in Spain and 

a further five major fires active 
in Portugal.

Spain’s AEMET weather 
service predicted tempera-
tures will fall from Tuesday 
after reaching 45 degrees.

In Spain, the regions of Ex-
tremadura in the west, Galicia 
in the north-west, Castile and 
León in the centre and Catalo-
nia in the north-east were worst 
hit. A fire services officer died 
at the weekend, and the burnt 
body of a shepherd was found 
in Losacio in Castile and León. 
“Climate change is a killer,” 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
said on visiting Extremadura.

“It kills people, as we have 
seen, but it is also killing our 

ecosystem, our biodiversity. 
And it is destroying the most 
valuable goods of our society, 
your homes, your businesses, 
your livestock.” Forest fires 
raging on France’s Atlantic 
coast also continued to spread 
on Monday, with large areas to 
the south of Bordeaux burnt, 
the local prefecture said.

Landiras to the south-east 
of Bordeaux and Teste-de-Bu-
ch directly on the coast to the 
south-west were among the 
areas badly affected.

officials counted about 
11,500 people evacuated on 
Monday, on top of 16,000 al-
ready rescued from the region.

The weather in the region 

continued to be hot, with tem-
peratures predicted to top 44 
degrees in the Gironde De-
partment on Monday. A red 
alert has been declared for the 
department and 14 others in 
western France.

Italy wasn’t spared either, 
with fires across the whole 
country keeping emergency 
crews busy. Fire-suppressing 
planes were sent to the region 
around Rome, but also to the 
islands of Sardinia and Sicily.

The Adriatic coast com-
munity of Bibione, popular 
with tourists, also saw a new 
fire break out on Monday. The 
area had just had a round of 
blazes. Although a 10-hectare 

area of pine trees is on fire, 
Mayor Flavrio Maurutto tried 
to calm potential visitors, 
pointing out that the fires are 
still a good way from hotels.

It is still not clear if the 
Italian fires are being laid by 
arsonists or breaking out be-
cause people aren’t careful. 
Authorities in Rome reported 
the detention of a suspect fol-
lowing a recent forest fire there 
on Sunday that still had parts 
of the city covered in smoke.

Croatian authorities on 
the peninsula of Istria issued 
a directive on Monday ban-
ning the use of drinking water 
for most other uses. Tempera-
tures in Germany will reach up 
to 40 degrees this week, the 
German Weather Service said, 
although extreme heat is only 
expected for one day between 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

More than 100 firefighters 
are tackling a forest fire in a 
national park in Saxony.

German rail passengers 
are also being allowed to post-
pone journeys and use prepaid 
tickets when the heatwave 
subsides.  Extreme heat warn-
ings went into effect in Britain 
too. The red level alert is set 
to last Monday and Tuesday, 
when temperatures could hit 
a record-breaking 40 degrees 
or more. Residents across 
swathes of England have been 
told to stay indoors during the 
height of the day while train 
operators have told people to 
avoid using their services due 
to the impact the extreme tem-
peratures are expected to have 
on rail infrastructure.

Europe risks drought as 
countries battle blazes
Extraordinary water and energy management measures by affected countries might be needed: Report

DPA
Berlin

GERMAn Chancellor olaf Scholz 
has expressed concern at a “global 
renaissance of fossil energy” result-
ing from a gas shortage caused by 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Speaking at the Petersberg Cli-
mate Dialogue in Berlin on Monday, 
Scholz said: “no one can be happy 
with the fact that the share of coal-
fired electricity generation is rising, 
with us as well.” The German gov-
ernment recently approved the use 
of more coal-fired power plants in 
light of the drastic reduction of gas 
from Russia. “This makes it all the 
more important that we make com-
pletely clear: This is a strictly lim-
ited temporary emergency measure 
that will not be at the expense of our 
climate targets,” Scholz said.

Scholz said the same applied to 
investment in gas infrastructure, 
such as the new offshore LnG ter-
minals Germany is constructing to 
import gas. These had to be in line 
with the target of becoming carbon 
neutral in the future, in Germany 
and the world, he said.

“In concrete terms, this means 
that we are not creating new long-
term dependencies on fossil energy 
resources - not with us and also 
not in the producing countries,” 

the chancellor said. The Petersberg 
Climate Dialogue is central to pav-
ing the way for a successful 2022 
United nations Climate Change 
Conference, commonly referred to 
as CoP27, which is taking place in 
the Egyptian coastal town of Sharm 
el-Sheikh in november.

Scholz is hosting representa-
tives of some 40 countries in Berlin 
on Monday to participate in the pre-
paratory conference.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi also addressed the meeting, 
which is being co-hosted by Ger-

many and Egypt, saying that there 
were economic opportunities for his 
country in the further development 
of renewable energies.

“Egypt is striving to implement 
ambitious plans for electrical in-
terconnection with neighbouring 
countries in a way that will enable 
Egypt to become a regional hub for 
renewable energy,” the president 
said.

He called for more support for 
African countries to help transition 
to green technologies as well as mit-
igate climate change.

Germany’s Scholz laments fossil fuel 
‘renaissance’ amid Ukraine war

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks at joint press conference in Berlin on 
Monday. (AFP)

A forest fire rages in Louchats, south-western France, on Sunday. (AFP)
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QNB Group, the official 
Middle East and Africa Sup-
porter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022, in partnership 
with Visa, the official pay-
ment services partner of 
FIFA, has announced the 
first 10 winners of the most 
anticipated experience to 
attend the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The lucky first 10 win-
ners, Nasser Rashid Al 
Naimi, Ahmed Zayed Al 
Mohannadi, Faisal Has-
san AlMeer, Jumana Ibra-
him Haji, Karim Baran, 
Haitham Aburab, Moham-
ed Waheb, Raheel Qureshi, 
Jihad Saab and Faraj Muf-
tah Al Kuwari will receive 
different match ticket 
packages varying between 
the opening match, group 
stage matches, quarter-
finals, semi-finals or the 
final, thanks to Visa.

The campaign running 
from May 15 to October 11, 
2022, will give the chance 

to 50 lucky QNB custom-
ers through multiple raf-
fle draws, to win exclusive 
match ticket packages and to 
attend the tournament live 
with a breathtaking experi-
ence, courtesy of Visa.

QNB Visa credit card-
holders, who spend monthly 
QR10,000 or more locally 
and internationally, get 
the chance to win a pack-
age for two. The higher 
the customers spend using 
their QNB Visa credit cards 
for local purchases, online 
shopping or international 
transactions when travel-
ling abroad, the higher their 
chances to win.

Cardholders using their 
QNB Visa credit cards for 
cumulative monthly spend-
ing of QR10,000 or more 
are eligible to enter the 
draw to win packages to the 
group stage matches. Those 
who do the same and exceed 
QR25,000 will qualify to en-
ter the draw for the group 
stage and the quarter-final 
matches. While customers 
spending QR50,000 and 

above will be eligible to en-
ter the draw for the men-
tioned categories in addition 
to the semi-final. Whereas 
customers spending greater 
than QR100,000 will get the 
chance to be entered into 
the draw for all the above-
mentioned categories as 

well as the opening match 
and final match.

It is worth mentioning 
that QNB and Visa recently 
launched a series of FIFA 
World Cup 2022 designed 
prepaid cards and credit 
cards to increase the emo-
tional connection with its 

customers and community 
through sports.

Commenting on the 
event, QNB Group Retail 
Division General Manager 
Adel Ali Al Malki said, “We 
are very proud to introduce 
to our valuable customers 
this once-in-a-lifetime ex-

perience of attending the 
most anticipated event of 
the year. We are delighted 
to partner with Visa and 
provide a chance for our 
customers to get their hands 
on the most sought tickets 
in the world.”

Sudheer Nair, Visa 

Country Manager for Qa-
tar, said, “We are delighted 
to share the excitement of 
the FIFA World Cup with 
QNB customers through 
this promotion. We are also 
honoured to support QNB’s 
mission to continue re-
warding its customers with 
what we’re confident will be 
memorable moments, and 
the government’s efforts to 
drive digital commerce in 
Qatar.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle 
East and Africa, is proud to be 
the Official Middle East and 
Africa Supporter of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022. Through 
its subsidiaries and associ-
ate companies, the Group ex-
tends to more than 30 coun-
tries across three continents 
providing a comprehensive 
range of advanced products 
and services.

The total number of em-
ployees is 27,000 operating 
through 1,000 locations, 
with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

QNB announces winners of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 campaign match tickets

QNA
DOHA 

QATAR Navigation (Milaha), 
a Qatari shareholding com-
pany, announced that it won 
a contract worth QR1.4 billion 
from QatarEnergy for a period 
of five years, subject to re-
newal, to provide engineering, 
logistics, supply and undersea 
construction work for offshore 
oil and gas projects in Qatar.

President and Acting 
CEO of Milaha Eng. Moham-
med Abdullah Sweidan said 
on Monday that the contract 
represents the largest com-
mercial transaction in Mila-
ha’s history, noting that this 
achievement will enhance 
the company’s position as a 
reliable provider and partner 
of choice for major oil and 
gas field development pro-
jects in Qatar.

Sweidan noted that win-
ning this contract confirms 
Milaha’s ability to provide val-
ue-added services to its part-
ners in the field of engineering 
and construction under and 
above sea level, while adher-
ing to the highest standards of 
health and safety.

Milaha is committed to 
working to achieve its strategy 
to continue developing its ca-
pabilities in serving major oil 
and gas projects in Qatar, es-
pecially with regard to inspec-
tion, repair and maintenance 
operations, which will contrib-
ute to Qatar’s ‘Tawteen’ pro-
gramme to enhance the sup-
ply chain for the energy sector                    
in Qatar.

Milaha wins 
QatarEnergy 
deal worth over 
QR1.4 bllion

SMEs represent 97% 
of Qatari private sector 
institutions: QC chief 
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

SMES represent 97 percent of 
registered private sector com-
panies in Qatar and account 
for some 15-17 percent of 
non-oil GDP, Qatar Chamber 
Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani has said.

In an interview with the 
Oxford Business Group pub-
lished in its recent release 
entitled “The Report: Qatar 
2022”, Sheikh Khalifa said 
that SMEs are the backbone 
of any economy, and they are 
important drivers of econom-
ic diversification and GDP 
growth.

Sheikh Khalifa also said 
that various initiatives have 
been launched to support 
these companies, including 
funding programmes through 
governmental institutions and 
guarantee mechanisms such 
as Al Dhameen.

“The country also has sev-
eral incubation programmes 
targeting SMEs and start-
ups,” he said.

To further boost SME 
performance, He stressed the 
need to encourage banks to 
offer solutions suitable for 
entrepreneurs who seek to ex-
pand their business or launch 
a new one and the importance 
of enacting legislation to pro-
tect, promote and empower 
SMEs, alongside offering ser-
vices to facilitate the launch 
of businesses and providing 
training services, consulta-
tions, orientation, and incu-
bation opportunities for en-
trepreneurs.

As for the Qatar Cham-
ber’s role in supporting SMEs, 
He said that the chamber has 

been keen on helping SMEs 
to compete in the national 
economy and it hosted three 
editions of the SMEs Confer-
ence and shared best practices 
from foreign partners.

Qatar Chamber also sup-
ports entrepreneurs and 
owners of family businesses 
by promoting their products 
through exhibitions, the fore-
most of which is the ‘Made in 
Qatar’ expo.

HE also pointed out to a 
partnership with Qatar Uni-

versity and Qatar Develop-
ment Bank (QDB) resulted 
in an initiative called Ma’an 
which means “together” to 
support entrepreneurs.

Through this initiative, 
four editions of the Best Inno-
vative Ideas of Entrepreneurs 
competition were held to offer 
support for the most forward-
thinking start-ups. The SMEs 
Excellence List Award was an-
other partnership with QDB in 
which 50 high-achieving en-
terprises from the local private 

sector are recognised.
In a reply to a question on 

sectors that offer the best po-
tential to accelerate economic 
diversification, Sheikh Khalifa 
said that many sectors have 
seen significant growth dur-
ing the pandemic such as the 
industry and food security                   
sectors.

He said that the industrial 
sector has witnessed great 
development and the num-
ber of factories in Qatar has 
reached about 835 factories 

with investments amounting 
to QR293 billion.

He also underscored the 
progress made by the state in 
the food security sector, af-
firming that it is a top prior-
ity for Qatar and is one of the 
main pillars of sustainable 
development under Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

“Apart from these two are-
as, sectors most likely to accel-
erate the country’s economic 
diversification are construc-
tion, tourism and hospitality, 
ICT, retail, and real estate,”                     
he noted.

On the impact of develop-
ing ESG standards on busi-
ness communities around the 
world, Sheikh Khalifa indicat-
ed that strong ESG practices 
can help companies improve 
their reputation, increase 
competitiveness, and attract 
investment.

He said, “Other benefits in-
clude boosting revenue by rais-
ing productivity and reducing 
costs, protecting shareholder 
value, creating opportunities 
for growth and innovation, re-
taining talent, and setting the 
foundations for long-term suc-
cess. Businesses with effective 
ESG policies can contribute to 
safeguarding the environment 
and improving society, all the 
while enhancing their own 
performance.

“The growing focus on 
ESG standards is compat-
ible with Qatar’s development 
and diversification strategies. 
Promoting ESG among inves-
tors, companies and the wider 
business community will con-
tribute to the realisation of the 
economic, human, and envi-
ronmental goals laid out in 
Qatar National Vision 2030.”

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani 
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THE general index of Qatar 
Stock Exchange on Monday 
recorded an increase of 114.31 
points, or 0.95 percent, to 
reach 12,092.91 points.

During the day’s session, 
104,457,538 shares were trad-
ed with a value of QR442.109 
million as a result of imple-
menting 13,303 deals in all 
sectors.

In the session, the shares 
of 30 companies rose, while 
the prices of nine companies 
decreased, and seven compa-
nies maintained their previous 
closing price.

At the end of the trading 
session, the market capitalisa-
tion reached QR671.139 bil-
lion compared to the last trad-
ing session, which amounted 
to QR666.609 billion.

Meanwhile, GCC stock 
markets moved mainly posi-
tively while energy prices re-
covered. However, risks re-
main for equities in the region 
as recession concerns and in-
flation erode confidence.

Oil prices were rebounding 
as supply concerns returned 
amid the visit of the US presi-
dent to the region, coupled 
with improvement in risk 
moods fueling today’s gains in 
the oil market.

QSE rises 114 points
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CommerCial Bank of Qatar (CBQ) has 
played a leading role in Qatar’s economic 
and social development since it was estab-
lished as the country’s first private sector 
bank in 1974. in an interview with eur-
omoney.com, Sheikh abdulla bin ali bin 
Jabor al Thani, chairman of CBQ, discuss-
es the bank’s achievements to date, how 
CBQ is driving its digital strategy and the 
resilience of Qatar’s economy amid rising 
political, economic and social challenges.

CBQ recently reported first quarter 
results. What were some of the key 
highlights and how do they relate to 
the performance objectives the bank 
has for 2022?

CBQ reported a good start to the year, 
with our financial performance for the first 
quarter of 2022 demonstrating the strong 
execution of our strategy. We reported a net 
profit of Qar 702 million for the period, up 
16.5% compared to the same period last 
year. The increase in net profit was mainly 
due to an increase in net interest income, 
driven by continued effective management 
of our cost of funding and an improvement 
in interest income.

Commercial Bank has a strategic focus 
on best-in-class Transaction Banking and 
our low cost deposits increased by 10.9% 
year on year due to the strength of our cash 
management initiatives and digital prod-
ucts offered.

In March, the bank’s shareholders 
approved increasing the non-Qatari 
ownership threshold in the bank’s 
capital to up to 100%. What is the 
significance of this development and 
what impact might it have?

Qatar has launched several initiatives 
aimed at attracting foreign capital across 
various economic and commercial sectors.

one of these initiatives is increasing the 
foreign ownership limits (Fol) in listed 
companies and shareholder approval to 
increase CBQ’s Fol to 100% is a step that 
will further help to improve the attractive-
ness of the Qatar stock market and Com-
mercial Bank’s shares as the 100% Fol is 
often a requirement for many investment 
funds to enter a market and invest.

In the results announcement, the 

bank stated that it has “continued to 
invest in upscaling its digital service 
offering”. What examples can you 
give to demonstrate this continued 
investment in digital?

Digital is a core part of our strategy and 
we continue to invest in our digital technol-
ogy capabilities to seamlessly provide the 
right products to the changing needs of the 
customer and enhance our customer com-
munication to empower customers to self-
serve without having to contact the Bank.

Some of the recent retail banking digi-
tal innovations we have introduced include 
CB safe iD, CB video relationship manager 
and self-service card printing machines.  

CB safe iD offers customers a digitally se-
cure service to help them identify and au-
thenticate genuine calls. Using the CB mo-
bile app, customers are now able to identify 
legitimate calls from the bank and reduce 
the chances of a fraudster tricking them. 
The launch of our CB video relationship 
manager service provides customers with 
a personalised and secure service without 
being physically present in a branch. The 
interactive video service enables staff to 
guide customers through complex trans-
actions and documents to be shared and 
digitally signed. another service from CBQ 
is our self-service card printing machines, 
which offer a 24x7 instant card printing ex-

perience for CBQ cardholders at multiple 
locations.

Does the bank have a defined ESG 
strategy, and if so, what are its core 
pillars and can you give any practi-
cal examples of this strategy in ac-
tion?

We view sustainability as an integral 
part of our corporate strategy and we have 
identified sustainability topics most mate-
rial to our business and our stakeholders. 
These are sustainable financial and eco-
nomic performance; risk management; 
support for Smes; financial inclusion and 
accessibility; responsible procurement and 

supply chain management; exceptional cli-
ent experience; customer privacy and data 
security; digital innovation; environmental 
impact of our operations; talent attraction, 
development and retention; diversity and 
inclusion; community investment; and 
governance and compliance.

a practical social example is that CBQ 
is one of the largest providers of loans to 
Smes and sectors particularly affected 
by CoViD-19 under Qatar’s National re-
sponse Guarantee Programme, with a 
significant share of the Government’s al-
location of Qar 5 billion towards the 
Programme. in terms of environment, we 
recognize that reducing paper usage by 
transitioning to a paperless office is more 
environmentally and operationally sus-
tainable and we have set targets to reduce 
paper usage across the bank through digi-
tization initiatives in conjunction with a 
recycling program.

The Qatari economy looks to be dem-
onstrating some strength and resil-
ience, with a further boost expected 
later this year with the World Cup, 
how do you think this will affect the 
Qatari economy and CBQ?

Qatar’s GDP is forecast to rise from 
$161 billion in 2021 to $201 billion in 2025, 
and confidence in Qatar’s economy is also 
witnessing significant growth following 
the government’s legislative and regula-
tory efforts to attract businesses – factors 
which augur well for Commercial Bank. 
an important legacy of the World Cup is 
raising global awareness of Qatar as an in-
vestment and tourist destination. This is 
part of Qatar’s wider vision of leading in 
many areas such as sports, education, in-
novation, and tourism. The recent success-
ful hosting of F1 in Doha is an indicator 
of Qatar’s strong commitment to hosting 
world class sporting events, which is a key 
element of sustainable development.

Despite the strength and resilience, 
what are some of the regional and 
macro-risks the bank is keeping a 
close eye on this year?   

Change is constant and the recent Cov-
id pandemic, Ukraine conflict, global sup-
ply chain disruption and inflation teaches 
us to expect the unexpected. We are now 
in a higher interest rate environment and 
this should benefit banks as long as cost of 
funding is carefully managed.

Economy & Business

Gas cut: Germany again  
rejects Russian explanation

Agencies

The German government said 
monday that a turbine at the 
center of uncertainty about 
future gas deliveries through 
a major pipeline from russia 
to europe was only supposed 
to be installed in September, 
underlining its insistence that 
there should be no technical 
obstacle to the gas flow.

russia’s Gazprom re-
duced gas deliveries through 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to 
Germany by 60% last month. 
The state-owned gas company 
cited alleged technical prob-
lems involving equipment that 
partner Siemens energy sent 
to Canada for overhaul and 
couldn’t be returned because 
of sanctions imposed over 
russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The Canadian government 
said over a week ago that it 
would allow the gas turbine 
that powers a compressor sta-
tion to be delivered to Germa-
ny, citing the “very significant 
hardship” that the German 
economy would suffer without 
a sufficient gas supply to keep 
industries running and to gen-
erate heat and electricity.

German politicians have 
dismissed russia’s technical 
explanation for last month’s 
reduction in gas flowing 
through Nord Stream 1, say-
ing the decision was a political 
gambit by the Kremlin to sow 
uncertainty and further push 
up energy prices.

“We don’t see technical 
reasons,” economy ministry 
spokeswoman Beate Baron 
told reporters in Berlin. “our 
information is that this tur-
bine is a replacement turbine 
that was earmarked for use in 
September but, again, we are 
doing everything to take away 
possible pretexts for the rus-
sian side.” Nord Stream 1 shut 
down altogether for annual 
maintenance on July 11. Ger-
man officials are concerned 
that russia may not resume 
gas deliveries at all after the 
scheduled end of that work on 
Thursday, and could cite a an-
other alleged technical reason 
not to do so. Baron wouldn’t 
say where the turbine is at 
present, citing security rea-
sons, but said no european 
Union permit is needed for its 
transport because it doesn’t 
fall under eU sanctions.

‘Commercial Bank on path towards a 
sustainable, green and digital future’

CBQ on the path towards a sustainable, green and digital future

Agencies

GeNeral electric on mon-
day revealed the names of 
the three companies that will 
operate on their own after 
the historic split of the one-
time conglomerate, including 
a mashup of words that will 
make up the name of the new 
energy company.

Ge announced in Novem-
ber that it planned to split 
into three companies focused 
on aviation, health care and 

energy.
The name of the aviation 

business that will essentially 
be the remaining core of Ge, 
headed by Ceo larry Culp, 
will be called Ge aerospace.

The energy wing, includ-
ing Ge renewable energy, 
Ge Power, Ge Digital, and 
Ge energy Financial Servic-
es, will be called Ge Vernova.

“The new name is a com-
bination of ‘ver,’ derived 
from ‘verde’ and ‘verdant’ to 
signal the greens and blues 

of the earth, and ‘nova,’ from 
the latin ‘novus,’ or ‘new,’ re-
flecting a new and innovative 
era of lower carbon energy 
that Ge Vernova will help 
deliver,” the company said 
monday.

The healthcare business 
will be named Ge health-
care.

The split is the culmina-
tion of years of paring by the 
massive american conglom-
erate which signaled a shift 
away from a corporate struc-

ture that dominated U.S. 
business for decades.

The company has already 
rid itself of the products most 
americans know it for, in-
cluding its appliances, and in 
2020, the light bulbs that Ge 
had been making since the 
late 19th century when the 
company was founded.

The breakup marks the 
apogee of those efforts, div-
vying up an empire created 
in the 1980s under Jack 
Welch, one of america’s first 

Ceo “superstars.” The com-
pany said monday that Ge 
healthCare will be listed on 
the Nasdaq under the ticker 
symbol “GehC.” Ge plans a 
tax-free spin-off of the busi-
ness early next year.

Ge Vernova is exected 
to be spun off in early 2024. 
once the spinoffs are com-
plete, Ge will be an aviation-
focused company that will 
own the Ge trademark and 
provide long-term licenses to 
the other companies.

GE reveals identity of three companies after historic split

Qatar Chamber participates in ICCIA meetings in Oman

Agencies

QaTar Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al 
Thani led the Chamber’s del-
egation participating in the 
33rd meeting of the islamic 
Chamber of Commerce, in-
dustry and agriculture (iC-
Cia) Board of Directors and 
its 38th General assembly, as 
well as the 1st session meet-
ing of the executive commit-
tee held from 17 to 18 July in 
muscat.

The delegation also in-

cluded QC board member Dr 
mohamed bin Jawhar al mo-
hamed and general manager 
Saleh bin hamad al Sharqi.

The meetings, which are 
hosted by the oman Chamber 
of Commerce and industry, 
discussed ways to enhance 
economic development in all 
islamic countries and boost 
cooperation between member 
states.

The General assembly 
meeting approved Qatar’s 
hosting of the iCCia’s Gener-
al assembly meeting in 2023.

The agenda of the board 
of directors’ meeting touched 
on many topics including 
the recommendations of the 
Finance Committee, and ap-
proval of the establishment 
of the digital transformation 
committee. 

it also reviewed the ac-
creditation programme which 
allows chambers of commerce 
in countries within the organ-
ization of islamic Cooperation 
(oiC) to evaluate and enhance 
performance in a bid to apply 
best practices in businesses. 

Yousef Khalawu was elect-
ed as Secretary General of the 
iCCia during this meeting.

on the sidelines of meet-
ing, many activities were held 
including an exhibition for 
productive families and hand-
icrafts, a workshop about ha-
lal products and presentation 
about investment opportu-
nities available in oman, in 
addition to several B2B meet-
ings to contribute to striking 
business partnerships among 
different participating coun-
tries.

it is worth mentioning 
that iCCia is an affiliated in-
stitution of the organization 
of islamic Cooperation (oiC) 
and is the sole represents the 
private sector of 57 member 
islamic Countries.

it aims at strengthening 
closer collaboration in the 
field of trade, commerce, in-
formation technology, insur-
ance/reinsurance, shipping, 
banking, promotion of in-
vestment opportunities and 
joint ventures in the member 
countries.
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UK-Japanese collaboration 
on fighter jets and a multibil-
lion-dollar Boeing passenger 
plane order gave a lift to the 
aviation industry on Monday 
as the Farnborough airshow 
returned in a heatwave tipped 
to break UK records.

a national emergency has 
been declared in Britain for 
Monday and Tuesday, with 
temperatures set to rise above 
40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahr-
enheit) for the first time.

Despite warnings to lim-
it travel, delegates battled 
crowded trains and shuttle 
buses to reach the show in 
southern england. problems 
were exacerbated by climate 
protesters holding a mock fu-
neral for the earth outside the 
show.

The industry has been reel-
ing from its own travel disrup-
tions and the head of emir-
ates airline, which has clashed 
with London’s Heathrow over 
enforced capacity cuts, said a 
badly disrupted air travel in-
dustry would return to equilib-
rium in 2023 and must “tough 
it out” until then.

The air show, which alter-
nates with paris, is the first at 
Farnborough since 2019, and 
rising defence spending is in 
focus amid the war in Ukraine.

Britain announced it was 
collaborating with Japan and 
existing partner Italy on its 
next-generation fighter jet pro-
gramme, potentially leading to 
decisions on deeper partner-
ships by the end of the year.

Three sources told Reuters 
last week that Britain and Ja-
pan were close to agreement 
to merge their next-genera-
tion Tempest and F-X fighter 
jet programmes to help save 
costs.

“I am a passionate believer 

in the potential of our bur-
geoning partnership, not just 
with Italy, but with Japan,” 
British prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said in opening re-
marks at the show.

On the civilian side, Boe-
ing, under pressure to make 
up ground lost to rival airbus, 
struck an upbeat tone on air-
craft demand despite a falter-
ing global economy.

“I think we’ll see the glory 
of the old days - and then 
some,” CeO Dave Calhoun 
told CnBC, adding he was 
keeping a close eye on the 
economy. “For right now I am 
enjoying the robust demand 
that we see.” Boeing received 
a boost for its 737 MaX 10 
jet, which has hit regulatory 
snags, with Delta air Lines an-
nouncing an order for 100 of 
the aircraft worth $13.5 billion 
at list prices.

India’s Jet airways is near 
a deal to buy 50 a220 jets 
from airbus, two people close 

to the matter said.
Demand for jets peaked in 

2016 but remained buoyant 
until the pandemic crippled 
air transport. now, travel is 
rebounding, passengers face 
long lines and some jets are 
back in demand.

But the big-ticket orders 
that dominated past events are 
rarer as airlines repair balance 
sheets weakened by COVID-19 
travel restrictions.

aerospace firms came un-
der pressure from customers 
at the start of the show to sta-
bilise fractured supply chains 
and feed resurgent jet de-
mand, even as airlines and air-
ports are struggling to smooth 
their own operations after the 
pandemic.

airbus CeO Guillaume 
Faury told Flightglobal in an 
interview published on Mon-
day that engine delays holding 
back plane deliveries would 
peak at mid-year. But the head 
of the body representing glob-

al airlines, IaTa Director Gen-
eral Willie Walsh, said manu-
facturers had wasted chances 
to shore up assembly lines.

“airlines are frustrated 
by the delays around delivery 
of aircraft; they’re frustrated 
around issues like access to 
spare parts,” Walsh said.

“I think (manufacturers) 
should have taken better ad-
vantage of the lull in demand 
over the past two years to have 
been better prepared for this 
recovery.” Industries world-
wide are facing gaps in sup-
ply chains and labour short-
ages. even the Farnborough 
airshow itself has had trouble 
recruiting enough hospitality 
staff, insiders said.

aviation is also under pres-
sure to build greener planes 
and stop adding to what 
Johnson called the “carbon 
tea cosy” heating the planet. 
“We know that we must fix it. 
We know that time is running 
out,” he said.

Agencies

TReasURy secretary Janet 
yellen said the U.s. and south 
Korea should deepen their 
trade ties to avoid working 
with countries that use their 
market positions to unfair ad-
vantage — calling out China 
by name.

“We cannot allow countries 
like China to use their market 
position in key raw materials, 
technologies, or products to 
disrupt our economy or exer-
cise unwanted geopolitical lev-
erage,” yellen says in remarks 

prepared for delivery Monday, 
according to excerpts provided 
by the Treasury Department.

she is set to make the 
speech at an LG Corp. factory 
in south Korea. LG in april 
announced plans to build a 
$1.4 billion battery plant in 
Queen Creek, arizona.

yellen represented the 
U.s. at the Group of 20 finance 
minister meetings on Indone-
sia’s resort island of Bali and 
made stops in Tokyo, Japan 
and seoul, south Korea. she 
avoided visiting China, but 
held a call with China’s vice 

premier at the start of the 
month.

yellen has been a critic of 
China’s economic relation-
ship with Russia — urging the 
asian superpower to use its 
“special relationship with Rus-
sia” to persuade Russia to end 
its invasion of Ukraine.

China “has directed signifi-
cant resources to seek a domi-
nant position in the manu-
facturing of certain advanced 
technologies, including semi-
conductors while employing a 
range of unfair trade practices 
to achieve this position,” she 

said in her prepared speech.
Citing “the unfair Chinese 

practices that damage our 
national security interests,” 
yellen calls on countries to 
engage in “friend-shoring,” 
as a means to lower economic 
risks for participating econo-
mies.

Friend-shoring, which 
yellen has brought up in sev-
eral speeches, refers to coun-
tries with shared values agree-
ing to trade practices that 
encourage manufacturing 
and reducing risks to supply 
chains.

Yellen calls out China trade practices in S Korea visit

Aviation recovery heats 
up with Boeing order, 
UK-Japan collaboration

Agencies

pOsTeD far from home 
for his job at Japanese con-
glomerate Hitachi, father of 
two Tsutomu Kojima was 
“really lonely” until he began 
working remotely during the 
pandemic for the first time.

COVID-19 has upended 
office routines worldwide, 
but in Japan -- where pun-
ishing hours and reliance on 
paper files, ink stamps and 
fax machines has long been 
the norm -- some say the 
shake-up was sorely needed.

pre-pandemic, just nine 
percent of the Japanese 
workforce had ever tel-
eworked, compared with 32 
percent in the United states 
and 22 percent in Germany, 
according to Tokyo-based 
consultancy firm nomura 
Research Institute.

But a quiet revolution in 
the country’s rigid business 
culture is underway, with 
firms working to digitize op-
erations and offer more flex-
ibility to staff who were once 
expected to stay late, go 
drinking with the boss and 
accept far-flung transfers.

Kojima used to live alone 
in accommodation provided 
by Hitachi near Tokyo, an 
hour and a half by bullet 
train from his family in na-
goya.

Back then he would re-
turn only twice a month, but 
now the 44-year-old works 
exclusively from home, and 
says he is more productive 
and closer to his teenage 
daughters.

“I have more time to 
help them with their stud-
ies. My youngest told me she 
hopes things stay like this,” 
he told aFp.

“I used to feel really 
lonely” in Tokyo, Kojima 

said, but he has since re-
alized that “true balance 
means not giving up on fam-
ily”.

nearly a third of jobs in 
Japan were done remotely 
during the first COVID wave 
in spring 2020, the Japan 
productivity Center says, 
even though the govern-
ment never imposed strict 
stay-at-home orders.

The rate has since fallen 
to 20 percent, but that is 
still far higher than before 
the pandemic, according 
to quarterly surveys by the 
non-profit organization.

To encourage telework, 
the government and some 
companies made efforts to 
phase out personalised ink 
stamps used to certify docu-
ments, as well as the ubiqui-
tous fax machine.

Often in Japan, “busi-
ness has to be done in per-
son, on paper”, habits dating 
back to the 1970s and 80s, 
when the Japanese economy 
was booming, said Hiroshi 
Ono, a professor at Hitot-
subashi University special-
izing in human resources.

“One of the things COV-
ID has done is bring those 
barriers down: Work doesn’t 
have to be done at the office, 
you can work at home,” he 
told aFp.

Companies are realiz-
ing that new ways of work-
ing can be more efficient, 
he added. “Before COVID, 
it was so important for em-
ployees to show that they’re 
working hard, instead of 
actually producing results.” 
Reflecting trends elsewhere, 
people are also fleeing the 
big city.

a record number of 
company headquarters 
moved out of Tokyo last 
year, according to Teikoku 

Databank, while the capi-
tal’s population decreased 
for the first time in 26 years.

among those who have 
upped sticks are Kazuki and 
shizuka Kimura, who left 
their cramped Tokyo apart-
ment for a custom-built 
house near the sea.

The couple now mostly 
do their jobs in communica-
tion and marketing remote-
ly from Fujisawa, having 
struggled to both work from 
home in Tokyo.

“It was really COVID 
that made us take this deci-
sion,” said Kazuki Kimura, 
who used to seek out other 
places to do meetings -- at 
his parents’ home or in ca-
fes, remote-work boxes set 
up in train stations, and 
even karaoke booths.

“sometimes you could 
hear singing from the booth 
next door,” which made it 
difficult to concentrate, re-
calls the 33-year-old, who is 
now learning to surf.

shizuka Kimura, 29, 
thinks “more and more peo-
ple are now prioritizing their 
wellbeing, rather than their 
job”, but questions how 
quickly things will change 
on a wider scale.

This is a concern shared 
by Hiromi Murata, an expert 
at Recruit Works Institute, 
who says smaller compa-
nies may be slower to adapt 
to new work styles than big 
firms like Hitachi, panason-
ic or telecoms giant nTT.

Remote work can also 
pose a problem for training 
new recruits, because “you 
learn on the job”, Murata 
said.

“Before, it was so impor-
tant to meet in the office... 
each business must find a 
new balance, in their own 
way and time.”

‘True balance’: Japan’s 
quiet telework revolution

Agencies

Japanese scientists have 
successfully produced cloned 
mice using freeze-dried cells in 
a technique they believe could 
one day help conserve species 
and overcome challenges with 
current biobanking methods.

The United nations has 
warned that extinctions are 
accelerating worldwide and at 
least a million species could 
disappear because of human-
induced impacts like climate 
change.

Facilities have sprung up 
globally to preserve samples 
from endangered species with 
the goal of preventing their ex-
tinction by future cloning.

These samples are gener-
ally cryopreserved using liquid 
nitrogen or kept at extremely 
low temperatures, which can 
be costly and vulnerable to 
power outages.

They also usually involve 
sperm and egg cells, which 
can be difficult or impossible 
to harvest from old or infertile 
animals.

scientists at Japan’s Uni-
versity of yamanashi wanted 
to see whether they could solve 
those problems by freeze-dry-
ing somatic cells -- any cell that 
isn’t a sperm or egg cell -- and 
attempting to produce clones.

They experimented with 
two types of mice cells, and 
found that, while freeze-drying 
killed them and caused signifi-
cant Dna damage, they could 
still produce cloned blastocysts 
-- a ball of cells that develops 
into an embryo.

From these, the scientists 
extracted stem cell lines that 
they used to create 75 cloned 
mice.

One of the mice survived a 
year and nine months, and the 
team also successfully mated 
female and male cloned mice 
with natural-born partners 
and produced normal pups.

The cloned mice produced 
fewer offspring than would 
have been expected from nat-
ural-born mice, and one of the 
stem cell lines developed from 
male cells produced only fe-
male mice clones.

“Improvement should not 

be difficult,” said Teruhiko 
Wakayama, a professor at the 
University of yamanashi’s Fac-
ulty of Life and environmental 
sciences, who helped lead the 

study published in the journal 
nature Communications this 
month.

“We believe that in the fu-
ture we will be able to reduce 

abnormalities and increase 
the birth rate by searching 
for freeze-drying protectant 
agents and improving drying 
methods,” he told aFp.

There are some other 
drawbacks -- the success rate 
of cloning mice from cells 
stored in liquid nitrogen or at 
ultra-low temperatures is be-
tween two and five percent, 
while the freeze-dried method 
is just 0.02 percent.

But Wakayama says the 
technique is still in its early 
stages, comparing it to the 
study that produced “Dolly” 
the famous sheep clone -- a 
single success after more than 
200 tries.

“We believe the most im-
portant thing is that cloned 
mice have been produced from 
freeze-dried somatic cells, and 
that we have achieved a break-
through in this field,” he said.

While the method is un-
likely to entirely replace cryo-
preservation, it represents a 
“very exciting advance for sci-
entists interested in biobank-
ing threatened global biodi-
versity”, said simon Clulow, 
senior research fellow at the 
University of Canberra’s Cen-
tre for Conservation ecology 
and Genomics.

“It can be difficult and 

costly to work up cryopreser-
vation protocols and so alter-
natives, especially those that 
are cheaper and robust, are 
extremely welcome,” added 
Clulow, who was not involved 
in the research.

The study stored the 
freeze-dried cells at minus 30 
degrees Celsius, but the team 
has previously showed freeze-
dried mouse sperm can survive 
at least a year at room tem-
perature and believes somatic 
cells would do too.

The technique could even-
tually “allow genetic resources 
from around the world to be 
stored cheaply and safely”, 
Wakayama said.

The work is an extension 
of years of research on cloning 
and freeze-drying techniques 
by Wakayama and his part-
ners.

One of their recent projects 
involved freeze-drying mouse 
sperm that was sent to the 
International space station. 
even after six years in space 
the cells were successfully re-
hydrated back on earth and 
produced healthy mice pups.

Freeze-dried mice: How a new technique could help conservation

Wakayama’s team has previously used freeze dried mouse sperm sent into space to produce mice pups.

Kazuki Kimura and his wife are among those who have embraced teleworking.
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While Europe struggles, Russia has stabilized its currency and inflation - but economists say that’s 
misleading and that the Kremlin has bought itself long-term stagnation by launching the war

A cashier changes a 50 Euro banknote with US dollars at an exchange counter in Rome. Europe’s feeling the pain from the war in Ukraine. More so than the U.S., the 19 countries 
that use the euro are under pressure from high oil and gas prices. 

A
cross Europe, signs of dis-
tress are multiplying as rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine drags on. 
Food banks in Italy are feeding 
more people. German officials 

are turning down the air conditioning 
as they prepare plans to ration natural 
gas and restart coal plants.

A giant utility is asking for a tax-
payer bailout, and more may be com-
ing. Dairies wonder how they will pas-
teurize milk. The euro has sagged to 
a 20-year low against the dollar, and 
recession predictions are on the rise.

Those pressure points are signs 
of how the conflict — and the Krem-
lin gradually choking off natural gas 
that keeps industry humming — pro-
voked an energy crisis in Europe and 
raised the likelihood of a plunge back 
into recession just as the economy was 
rebounding from the coVID-19 pan-
demic.

Meanwhile, high energy costs 
fueled by the war are benefiting rus-
sia, a major oil and natural gas export-
er whose agile central bank and years 
of experience living with sanctions 
have stabilized the ruble and inflation 
despite economic isolation.

In the long run, however, econo-
mists say russia, while avoiding com-
plete collapse, will pay a heavy price 
for the war: deepening economic stag-
nation through lost investment and 
lower incomes for its people.

Europe’s most pressing challenge 
is shorter term: battle record inflation 
of 8.6% and get through the winter 
without crippling energy shortages. 
The continent relies on russian natu-
ral gas, and higher energy prices are 
flowing through to factories, food 
costs and fuel tanks.

Uncertainty weighs on energy-in-
tensive industries like steel and agri-
culture, which could face natural gas 
rationing to protect homes if the crisis 
worsens.

Molkerei Berchtesgadener Land, a 
large dairy cooperative in the German 
town of Piding outside Munich, has 
stockpiled 200,000 liters (44,000 gal-
lons) of fuel oil so it can keep produc-
ing power and steam for pasteurizing 
milk and keeping it cold if electricity 
or natural gas to its turbine generator 
is cut off.

It’s a critical safeguard for 1,800 
member farmers whose 50,000 cows 
produce a million liters of milk a day. 
Dairy cows have to be milked daily, 

and a shutdown would leave that 
ocean of milk with nowhere to go.

“If the dairy doesn’t function, 
then the farmers can’t either,” man-
aging director Bernhard Pointner 
said. “Then the farmers would have to 
discard their milk.” In one hour, the 
dairy uses the equivalent of a year’s 
worth of electricity for a home to keep 
up to 20,000 pallets of milk cold.

The dairy also has stockpiled 
packaging and other supplies to guard 
against suppliers being hit by an en-
ergy shortage: “We have a lot stored... 
but that will only last a few weeks.” 
The economic woes also appear at the 
dinner table. consumer groups esti-
mate a typical Italian family is spend-
ing 681 euros (dollars) more 
this year to feed them-
selves.

“We’re re-
ally concerned 
about the situ-
ation and the 
continuous 
increase in 
the number 
of fami-
lies we’re 
s u p p o r t -
ing,” said 
Dario Bog-
gio Marzet, 
president of 
the Food Bank 
of Lombardy, 
which groups doz-
ens of charities that 
run soup kitchens and 
provide staples to the needy. Their 
monthly costs are up 5,000 euros this 
year.

Jessica Lobli, a single mother of 
two from the Paris suburb of Gen-
nevilliers, pays close attention to 
surging grocery prices. she’s reduced 
her consumption of milk and yogurt 
and renounced Nutella or branded 
********s.

“The situation will worsen, but we 
need to eat in order to survive,” said 
Lobli, who earns between 1,300 and 
2,000 euros per month working in a 
school kitchen.

Her monthly food budget of 150 
to 200 euros dropped to 100 euros in 
June. she said her family doesn’t eat 
as much in summer, but she’s con-
cerned about september, when she 
will have to buy school supplies for 
her 15-year-old daughter and 8-year-

old son, further whittling her budget.
French President Emmanuel 

Macron says the government aims 
to conserve energy by switching off 
public lights at night and taking other 
steps. similarly, German officials are 
begging people and businesses to save 
energy and ordering lower heat and 
air-conditioning settings in public 
buildings.

It follows russia cutting off or re-
ducing natural gas to a dozen Euro-
pean countries. A major gas pipeline 
also shut down for scheduled main-
tenance last week, and there are fears 
that flows through Nord stream 1 be-
tween russia and Germany will not 
restart.

Germany’s biggest import-
er of russian gas, Uniper, 

has asked for govern-
ment help after it 

was squeezed 
between sky-

rocketing gas 
prices and 
what it was 
allowed to 
charge cus-
tomers.

carsten 
B r z e s k i , 
chief euro-

zone econo-
mist at ING 

bank, foresees 
a recession at the 

end of the year as 
high prices sap pur-

chasing power. Europe’s 
longer-term economic growth 

will depend on whether governments 
tackle the massive investments need-
ed for the transition to an economy 
based on renewable energy.

“Without investment, without 
structural change, the only thing left 
is to hope that everything will work as 
before — but it won’t,” Brzeski said.

While Europe is suffering, russia 
has stabilized its ruble exchange rate, 
stock market and inflation through 
extensive government intervention. 
russian oil is finding more buyers in 
Asia, albeit at discounted prices, as 
Western customers back off.

After being hit with sanctions over 
the 2014 seizure of Ukraine’s crimea 
region, the Kremlin built a fortress 
economy by keeping debt low and 
pushing companies to source parts 
and food within russia.

Though foreign-owned businesses 
like IKEA have shuttered and russia 
has defaulted on its foreign debt for 
the first time in over a century, there’s 
no sense of imminent crisis in down-
town Moscow. Well-heeled young 
people still go to restaurants, even 
if Uniqlo, Victoria’s secret and Zara 
stores are closed in the seven-story 
Evropeisky mall.

The successor to McDonald’s, 
Vkusno-i Tochka, is serving more or 
less identical food, while the former 
Krispy Kreme in the mall has rebrand-
ed but sells basically the same offer-
ings.

In less well-off provinces, so-
fya suvorova, who lives in Nizhny 
Novgorod, 440 kilometers (273 miles) 
from Moscow, has felt the squeeze on 
the family budget.

“We practically do not order take-
away food anymore,” she said while 
shopping at a supermarket. “It used 
to be very convenient when you have 
small children. We go to cafes less of-
ten. We had to reduce some entertain-
ment, like concerts and theaters; we 
try to keep this for children, but adults 
had to cut it.” Economists say the ru-
ble’s exchange rate — stronger against 
the dollar than before the war — and 
declining inflation present a mislead-
ing picture.

rules preventing money from 
leaving the country and forcing ex-
porters to exchange most of their for-
eign earnings from oil and gas into 
rubles have rigged the exchange rate.

And the inflation rate “has par-
tially lost its meaning,” Janis Kluge, 
an expert on the russian economy 
at the German Institute for Interna-
tional and security Affairs, wrote in a 
recent analysis. That’s because it does 
not account for disappearing Western 
goods, and lower inflation probably 
reflects sagging demand.

some 2.8 million russians were 
employed by foreign or mixed owner-
ship firms in 2020, according to polit-
ical scientist Ilya Matveev. If suppliers 
are taken into account, as many as 5 
million jobs, or 12% of the workforce, 
depend on foreign investment.

Foreign companies may find rus-
sian owners, and protectionism and a 
glut of government jobs will prevent 
mass unemployment.

But the economy will be far less pro-
ductive, Kluge said, “leading to a signifi-
cant decline in average real incomes.”

Economics of war: 
Pain for Europe now, 

later for Russia
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In the long run, 
economists say  

Russia, while avoiding  
complete collapse, will pay a 
heavy price for the war: deep-
ening economic stagnation 

through lost investment 
and lower incomes for 

its people

Rise in US dollar  
value strengthens 

Qatari riyal: Experts
QNA
Doha

EcoNoMIsTs confirmed that 
the current debate between 
the dollar (UsD) and the Euro 
(EUr), and the parity achieved 
by the green currency in the 
last period after 20 years, 
tended toward strengthening 
the Qatari riyal (Qr) and its 
purchasing power at the inter-
national level, given the link-
age of the Qr exchange rate to 
Us dollar.

The Economists elucidated 
to Qatar News Agency that the 
rise in the value of the Us dol-
lar would largely contribute to 
reducing Qatar’s imports of 
European commodities, which 
represent 25 percent of the 
structure of commodities and 
services supplied from abroad, 
in addition to its reflection on 
the investment and purchas-
ing capabilities of the Qatari 
tourist, who usually travels 
to Europe at this period each 
year.

In a statement to QNA, Dr. 
rajab Al Ismail, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Accounting college 
of Business and Economics of 
Qatar University (QU), em-
phasized that the parity of the 
Us dollar exchange rate with 
the Euro is apparently due to 
a myriad of reasons, includ-
ing russia-Ukraine war, and 
the increasing pressures on 
the European economies, es-
pecially on the rise of oil and 
gas prices. He added that the 
skyrocketing price resulting 
from the relatively conserva-
tive fight against inflation on 
the part of the European cen-
tral Bank overshadowed the 
performance of the Euro, and 
caused its historical decline 
against the Us dollar.

The price of the Euro fell, 
earlier last week, below the 
symbolic threshold of the Us 
dollar, which has not been 
crossed since December 2002, 
impacted by the bleak ex-
pectations of the European 
economy, and the possibility 
of cutting off russian gas sup-
plies almost entirely, as the 
European currency fell about 
12 percent of its value since the 
beginning of 2022.

Dr. rajab Al Ismail con-
firmed that the status of the 
Qatari economy in the face of 
the apparent fluctuations be-
tween the Euro and Us dollar 
remains excellent, in accord-
ance with the growth indica-
tors confirmed by internation-
al economic institutions on the 
model of IMF and World Bank 
pertaining to growth projec-
tions in the state of Qatar dur-
ing 2022 & 2023. He indicated 
that the relationship between 
oil prices and the Us dollar, 
including the substantial in-
crease that has been made in 
energy prices since the begin-
ning of this year, enabled the 
state of Qatar to achieve sub-
stantial imports, adding that 
this would unequivocally con-
tribute to achieving surplus for 
the general budget.

He said that the rise in the 
price of the Us dollar against 
the Euro and other major cur-
rencies, such as the Japanese 
Yen and the Pound sterling 
(GBP), will indubitably ease 
the bills of supplying com-
modities and services as a 
strong Us dollar is better for 
the Qatari economy.

Dr. Al Ismail called on 
traders to reduce the prices of 
commodities imported from 
abroad, given the significant 
benefit obtained from the rise 

in the price of the Us dollar 
against commodities and ser-
vices, with the anticipation of 
a decline in the inflation levels.

For his part, the Dean 
of the college of Business & 
Economics at QU Dr. Khalid 
shams Al Abdulqader af-
firmed to (QNA) that Euro fell 
to equal the Us dollar for the 
first time in 20 Years, indicat-
ing that there was a myriad 
factor that caused this mile-
stone. 

He explained that Us Fed-
eral reserve Board raised the 
interest rate three times, while 
European central Bank did 
not take any action. The Us 
Federal reserve Board raised 
the interest rate for the first 
time by 25 points, 50 points 
the second time, and 75 points 
the third time to overcome 
inflation, which rose to levels 
exceeding 8 percent. 

In return, the European 
central Bank did not intervene 
to raise the interest rate in 
the eurozone, where inflation 
rates exceed 7 percent. He elu-
cidated that when the interest 
rate is raised, the demand for 
the currency will subsequently 
increase, and therefore the 
level of confidence and de-
mand for the Us dollar against 
other currencies increases, in 
the willingness of investors to 
achieve higher returns, point-
ing out to the erosion of con-
fidence levels in the European 
currency for multiple reasons, 
including the russian-Ukrain-
ian war that led to the feeling 
of instability in the eurozone, 
which portends grim image 
for the future of the European 
Union in light of the russian 
threats to the EU countries. 

He further pointed out that 
russia utilizes the weapon of 
energy to strangulate the Eu-
ropean countries, especially 
Germany which no longer 
tolerates the severe shortage 
of energy supplies, which has 
substantially affected the at-
tractiveness of holding the 
Euro, whose value deterio-
rated against other currencies, 
especially the Us dollar.

Dr. Khalid asserted that 
there is an apparent inverse 
relationship between raising 
the interest rate and economic 
performance, which causes 
stagnation.

He added that the future of 
the Euro depends on reducing 
the intensity of the russian-
Ukrainian war, expanding 
gas supplies to Europe, and 
the European Union’s move 
to raise interest rates, in a 
way that enables a balance 
between Euro and Us dollar, 
which depends on the policies 
adopted by the European Un-
ion countries.

In a related development, 
Dr. Khalid shams Al Abdul-
qader stressed that the rise in 
the exchange rate of the Us 
dollar will have a direct impact 
on the value of Qatar’s imports 
from the European Union, 
which represents about 25 
percent of its total imports, 
which will witness a notice-
able decline, while import 
bills from the United states of 
America will witness ascend-
ing order.

He indicated that the new 
investments, especially the 
strategy might patently find 
an opportunity in Europe that 
should be seized, provided 
that, it should be based on 
in-depth studies taking into 
account the geopolitical vari-
ations that are currently un-
folding.
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England’s  
Ben Stokes 
decides to  
call it quits  
in One-Day  
Internationals  
PAGE 15

Fraser-Pryce aims to continue to 
inspire after fifth 100m world title

DPA
EUGENE, OREGON 

SHELLY-ANN Fraser-Pryce 
wants to continue to inspire 
generations of women after 
a fifth world 100 metres title.

The 35-year-old defended 
her 2019 crown at Hayward 
Field on Sunday night.

She ran a championship 
record of 10.67 seconds, the 
sixth fastest time in history, 
ahead of Jamaica team-mates 
Shericka Jackson and Elaine 
Thompson-Herah.

Great Britain’s Dina Ash-
er-Smith was fourth as she 
equalled her national record 
of 10.83 seconds.

“I feel blessed to have 
this talent and to continue 
to do it at 35, having a baby, 
still going, and hopefully in-
spiring women that they can 
make their own journey,” 
said Fraser-Pryce, having re-
turned after the birth of her 

son Zyon in 2017 to become 
the oldest woman to claim a 
100m world title in 2019.

“I can’t even imagine the 
amount of times I’ve had set-
backs and I’ve bounced back 
and I’m here again.

“I continue to remind my-
self that sometimes it’s not be-
cause you don’t have the ability 
but it’s the right time. It was the 
right time and I’m so, so grate-
ful for the continuous support.

“This is the third 1-2-3 
that I’ve been a part of and 
I’m so excited. I was able to 
come away with the win.” 

Jackson, who is favourite 
for the 200m, ran a personal 
best of 10.73 seconds while 
five-time Olympic champion 
Thompson-Herah posted 
10.81 seconds.

“I’m just grateful. Last 
year when I switched to the 
100 meters, I was scared but I 
took my time and here I am,” 
added Jackson. 

“Feeling good to be part of 
history and coming for more.” 

Thompson-Herah added: 
“I’m grateful to be on the po-
dium and to be part of 1-2-3. 
I’m going to have to watch the 
replay to see if I executed the 
way I can,” she said.

“I’m happy to get my first 
(individual world) 100m 
medal and be on the podium 
for the first time. I’ve been 
working really hard even 
though I had some struggles 
during the season.” 

In other medal events on 
the third competition day, 
Grant Holloway won back-
to-back 110m hurdles gold in 
13.03 seconds ahead of team-
mate Trey Cunningham while 
another fancied American, 
Devon Allen was disqualified 
for a false start and now con-
tinues his sporting career in 
the NFL.

In two further one-two 
finishes for the home team, 

Olympic champion Katie Na-
geotte beat Sandi Morris for 
pole vault gold on countback 
after both cleared 4.85m; and 

two-time Olympic champion 
Ryan Crouser got a first shot 
put title with 22.94m as he 
beat two-time world champ 

Joe Kovacs by five centimetres.
Another US gold came in 

the women’s hammer throw 
from Brooke Andersen while 

world record holder Joshua 
Cheptegei of Uganda won 
back-to-back men’s 10,000m 
titles.

Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce celebrates winning the women’s 100m final during the World Athletics 
Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, USA, on Sunday. (AFP)

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce of Team Jamaica crosses the finish line to win gold ahead of silver medalist Shericka Jackson of Team Jamaica and 
bronze medalist Elaine Thompson-Herah of Team Jamaica in the women’s 100m final on day three of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

CLEAN SWEEP OF MEDAL BOARD FOR JAMAICA
SHELLY-ANN FRASER-PRYCE took gold, Shericka Jackson silver and Elaine Thompson-Herah claimed bronze as Jamaica earned a clean 
sweep of the medals in the women’s 100m final at Hayward Field on Sunday night.
Meanwhile, Britain’s Dina Asher-Smith suffered World Championships agony – despite equalling her British 100m record - clocking 
10.83 seconds - level with her record from Doha in 2019 - but still only able to finish fourth.
Asher-Smith had hinted pre-Championships that she had been keeping something back for Eugene and delivered with a record-equalling 
time but fell just short of reaching the podium, meaning she was unable to add to the silver medal she won at the last World Champion-
ships three years ago.
Fraser-Pryce was dominant in the semi-final, shutting down after around 50m to win her heat with five-time Olympic champion Thomp-
son-Herah and Jackson victorious in their race. It was a statement of intent and, with Asher-Smith qualifying fourth fastest, she was 
facing an uphill battle and she was beaten to third in the last few metres by Thompson-Herah.
Fraser-Pryce justified her favourite tag by claiming her fifth 100m world title in a championship record of 10.67 seconds.
Daryll Neita earlier missed out on a place in the final by 0.01 after running 10.97 seconds in her semi-final heat. (PA Media/DPA)

Qatar are the defending Asian Cup champions. (AFP)

Four nations including Qatar 
vie to host 2023 Asian Cup

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR

THE Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) on Monday an-
nounced that Qatar, Australia, 
South Korea, and Indonesia 
are bidding to stage the 2023 
Asian Cup after China with-
drew citing the Covid pan-
demic, with a decision to be 
announced in October.

China had pulled out in 
May as the host of the 24-team 
competition as it pursued a 
zero-Covid policy – a strat-
egy that makes staging sports 
events a major challenge.

The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) unveiled 
the new contenders to host  
the tournament after the dead-
line for submissions closed  
on Friday.

Australia are aiming to 
host the competition for a sec-
ond time, after staging it in 
2015.

South Korea have also 
staged the Asian Cup once be-
fore, in 1960.

Qatar – the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup hosts – have staged 
the Asian Cup twice, in 1988 
and 2011.

The tournament has never 
been held in Indonesia.

AFC will announce the 
new host on October 17.

The Asian Cup is staged 
every four years. Qatar won 
the last edition in 2019.

Expression of 
interest after China 

withdrawal

Nageotte gets gold, Morris silver in US pole vault 1-2
KAREN ROSEN

EUGENE, US

NO athlete had a better front-
row seat to watch Katie Na-
geotte’s travails this season 
than Sandi Morris.

And when Nageotte won 
the gold medal in the women’s 
pole vault on Sunday (17) at 
the World Athletics Champi-
onships Oregon22, Morris was 
right there beside her to cel-
ebrate the victory.

The only catch was that 
meant Morris was relegated to 
silver medallist. Again.

Nageotte, the Tokyo Olym-
pic champion, became the 
third athlete to win the wom-
en’s world pole vault title the 
year after striking Olympic 
gold.

Meanwhile, Morris won 
her third straight silver medal 
at the World Championships 
to go along with the silver 
she won at the Rio Olympics. 
That’s four silver medals in 
seven years. And Morris didn’t 
even get a chance to show 
what she could do in Tokyo 
last summer after snapping 
her pole and suffering an inju-
ry during the qualifying round.

“After Tokyo, this silver 
medal hurts more than any,” 
Morris said, “because I was 
like: ‘Maybe this was my turn’. 
But it just was not. I am go-
ing to stand up and fight even 
harder next year.”

Both Nageotte and Mor-
ris cleared 4.85m to share the 
world lead, which Morris pre-
viously held alone at 4.82m. 
Nageotte won the gold on 
countback, making the height 

on her first attempt with ease 
while Morris needed two tries.

“This year has been a 
struggle, to say the least,” said 
Nageotte, 31, who had been 
hampered earlier this season 
by a tightened achilles tendon 
on her take-off leg. “I know 
Sandi can attest to that. There 
were so many times I was de-
bating retiring. It was hard to 
come to the track every day 
and stay motivated.”

The gold medal was the 
third for the US in the wom-
en’s pole vault and the first 
since Stacy Dragila won back-
to-back titles in 1999 and 
2001. No country had placed 
two women on the podium 
since Poland achieved the feat 
in 2009.

Nina Kennedy of Australia 
had an early scare at 4.45m, 

finally going over on her third 
attempt, and went on to cap-
ture the bronze with a sea-
son’s best of 4.80m. She won 
the first medal for Australia 
since Tatiana Grigorieva also 
took bronze in the inaugural 
women’s pole vault at the 1999 
World Championships.

Nageotte also snapped 
Morris’ 11-meeting winning 
streak — six outdoor and five 
indoor, including the World 
Indoor Championships, where 
Morris was the champion and 
Nageotte was the runner-up.

By that time, Morris, 31, 
had moved to Atlanta to train 
with Brad Walker, the 2007 
men’s pole vault world cham-
pion. Walker was already 
working with Nageotte and 
directed his star vaulters to 
practice at separate times on 

the runway, but together in the 
weight room.

“Today is a little bitter-
sweet,” Morris said. “I did 
want that gold, of course, 
but I’m so happy for Katie. I 
watched her, being her train-
ing partner. I watched her 
fight through so much.”

Nageotte, who had cleared 
only 4.65m this season prior 
to the World Championships, 
empathises with Morris’ 
plight. “Sandi is disappointed 
with her silver and that is why 
she is the best,” she said. 

“Because I would have 
been disappointed with the 
silver, too.”

Morris does have two 
world indoor titles, so there 
is some gold in her collection. 
However, she feels like this one 
slipped through her fingers.

Morris, whose PB is 
5.00m, had a cleaner slate 
than Nageotte, who missed 
on her first attempts at both 
4.70m and 4.80m. But after 
Morris, who had room to spare 

at 4.80m, needed that second 
try at 4.85m, the pressure was 
on to make 4.90m.

“I knew what I had to do,” 
said Morris, who looked like 
she thought she had it on her 
second attempt. “I had really 
good shots at it, but at least got 
the season’s best. It is hard to 
be disappointed at that, but it 
is hard to take another silver.”

The field of 15 was cut by 
two at the first height, 4.30m, 
and by two more at the second, 
4.45m. Only eight vaulters re-
mained when the bar went up 
to 4.60m.

Tina Sutej of Slovenia 
placed fourth after clearing 
4.70m, while Katerina Stefa-
nidi, the 2016 Olympic cham-
pion from Greece, cleared the 
same height, which was a sea-
son’s best for her.

Kennedy also tried to clear 
4.90m. She passed her third 
attempt at 4.85m to go for the 
higher bar, but failed on her 
only attempt.

“It’s my first major final 
and then obviously medal as 
well, so I’m stoked,” she said. 

After placing fourth in 
2014 at the World U20 Cham-
pionships in Eugene, she said: 
“I wasn’t going to come fourth 
again. So to get in the medals 
was incredible. It was such a 
packed field out there.”

And she’s also stoked to 
come back for more World 
Championships.

“They’re in their 30s, I’m 
25, so I’m still a little baby,” 
Kennedy said, “so I think I 
have a few more years ahead 
of me.

(worldathletics.org)

Katie Nageotte of Team United States competes in the women’s pole 
vault final on day three of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 
at Hayward Field in Eugene, US, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Silver medalist Sandi Morris of 
Team US during the medal cere-
mony at Hayward Field in Eugene, 
Oregon, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)



AGENCIES
EUGENE, OREGON 

Ethiopia’s Gotytom Gebre-
slase won the women’s mara-
thon gold on Monday with 
a new world championship 
record time of 2 hours 18.11 
minutes.

The 27-year-old was nine 
seconds faster than Judith 
Jeptum Korir of Kenya, who 
had led for much of the race 
but was unable to follow Ge-
breslase’s attack less than two 
kilometres from the end.

Lonah Chemtai Salpeter 
took bronze and with 2:20.18 
hours in Eugene also remained 
under the old world champi-
onship record of 2:20.57 hours 
set by Paula Radcliffe of Brit-
ain in Helsinki in 2005.

The women only world 
record is 2:17:01 hours set by 
Mary Jepkosgei Keitany in 
2017.

Defending champion and 

favourite Ruth Chepngetich of 
Kenya dropped out about half-
way through.

Gebreslase also won the 
Berlin marathon last year.

It’s now back-to-back wins 
for Ethiopia in the world mar-
athon on the streets of Eugene 
and Springfield. 

Tamirat Tola, also of Ethi-
opia, had won men’s marathon 
the day before in a champion-
ship-record time as well.

Korir and Gebreslase pulled 
away from the field around the 
17-mile mark (27 kilometers) 
and soon after stretched the 
gap to nearly a minute. 

Korir appeared to grow 
more and more agitated as 
she did most of the work with 
Gebreslase content to tuck in 
behind her. 

Korir kept motioning for 
Gebreslase to help set the blis-
tering pace.

The Ethiopian runner 
stayed put until a downhill 

section with about six min-
utes remaining in the race. 
She quickly surged ahead and 
sped away.

The lead pack took off 
quickly and left many in the 
40-runner field behind early 
on. The race changed com-

plexion around the 121-mile 
mark (19 kilometers) when de-
fending champion Chepnget-
ich dropped back and soon 

after dropped out.
The racers cruised through 

a scenic route that crossed 
over the Willamette River and 

by Pre’s Trail, a bark running 
trail that honours University 
of Oregon track and field icon 
Steve Prefontaine.

Sports

Former Portuguese marathon runner Rosa Mota, and American marathon runner and champion Joan Benoit Samuelson hold the finish line tape as Gotytom Gebreslase of Team 
Ethiopia crosses the finish line to win the women’s marathon at the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Ethiopia’s Gebreslase wins women’s world marathon in record time

Ethiopia’s Gotytom Gebreslase (L) and Kenya’s Judith Jeptum Korir 
compete in the women’s marathon final during the World Athletics 
Championships in Eugene, Oregon, on Monday. (AFP)

Smith savours Open win, says he’s lost for words
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

AUSTRALIA’S Cameron 
Smith hailed his Open Cham-
pionship victory as “unbeliev-
able” after a stunning final 
round at St Andrews secured a 
maiden major title.

Smith overturned a four-
shot deficit courtesy of his 
second 64 in the space of three 
days, the 28-year-old from 
Brisbane finishing 20 under 
par to beat the previous record 
on the Old Course of 19 under 
set by Tiger Woods in 2000.

An eighth birdie of the 
day on the 18th gave Smith a 
one-shot victory over playing 
partner Cameron Young, who 

eagled the final hole, with 54-
hole co-leader Rory McIlroy a 
shot further back following a 
closing 70.

“I think to win an Open 
Championship in itself is 
probably going to be a golf-
er’s highlight in their career. 
To do it around St Andrews 
I think is just unbelievable,” 
said Smith, who declined the 
chance to deny reports link-
ing him to the Saudi-backed 
LIV Golf series.

“This place is so cool. I 
love the golf course. I love the 
town. To have the 150th Open 
here and to walk away with the 
win is just something that I 
have dreamt of.

“It’s unreal to look at these 

names on this trophy and then 
add mine, I’m lost for words. 
I’m definitely going to find 
out how many beers fit in this 
thing, that’s for sure.” 

Asked about failing to con-
vert previous chances to win 
a major - he finished runner-
up in the 2020 Masters and 
was third at Augusta National 
in April - Smith added: “I’ve 
definitely kicked myself a cou-
ple of times over the past few 
years.

“To do it the way I did to-
day was pretty cool, to be back 
and really apply pressure, keep 
holing putts. It was awesome.

“The course was exactly 
how an Open Championship 
should be played, firm and 

fast. It was absolutely unreal. I 
had a lot of support out there, 
especially the Aussie guys who 
really kept me going out there.

This one’s for Oz.” 
Asked about the possibility 

of joining the breakaway LIV 
Golf series, which is spear-
headed by fellow Australian 
and two-time Open champion 
Greg Norman, Smith said: 
“I just won the British Open 
and you’re asking about that. 
“I think that’s pretty not that 
good.” 

Pressed on whether he was 
interested in joining, Smith 
added: “I don’t know mate. 
My team around me worries 
about all that stuff. I’m here to 
win golf tournaments.”

Australia’s Cameron Smith speaks beside the Claret Jug, the trophy 
for the Champion golfer of the year at a press confernece after win-
ning the 150th British Open Golf Championship at St Andrews in 
Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Pogacar still 
hopes to  

defend title 
by attacking 
in Pyrenees

DPA
CANET-EN-ROUSSILLON (FRANCE)

TADEJ Pogacar has not given 
up on winning a third straight 
Tour de France as he vowed 
on the final rest day Monday 
to attack overall leader Jonas 
Vingegaard in the upcoming 
crucial stages.

The Tour heads into the 
Pyrenees for three days from 
Tuesday onwards, with two 
summit finishes, and UAE team 
captain Pogacar wants to make 
up most of the current deficit of 
2 minutes 22 seconds before a 
deciding time trial in the penul-
timate stage Saturday.

“I must take every chance 
and attack on every climb to 
gain some time every day. I 
hope I don’t regret anything in 
the end,” he said.

“I must close the gap be-
fore the time trial. Jonas is 
really good. I won’t bet on the 
time trial and hope to gain 30 
seconds or two minutes there.” 

Last year’s runner-up 
Vingegaard took the over-
all lead last week in the Alps 
where he also fended off a 
Pogacar attack the following 
day.

Saturday’s time trial is over 
40.7 kilometres and Pogacar 
was only eight seconds faster 
than Vingegaard in the first 
one over 13.1km at the start of 
the Tour in Vingegaard’s na-
tive Denmark.

Pogacar added that he 
would not be upset should he 
remain behind Vingegaard at 
the end on Sunday in Paris.

“It is not the end of the 
world if I don’t arrive in Paris 
in yellow.

Second place is good as 
well,” he said.

FRENCH GIANTS’ TOUR OF JAPAN

PSG squad soaks in Japanese enthusiasm
AGENCIES

TOKYO

THE Paris Saint-Germain 
players have spent the begin-
ning of this week enjoying 
the Japanese enthusiasm, by 
meeting the local fans. After 
a first day of discovering their 
base camp, both in the hotel 
and on the training ground, 
the Parisians experienced 
this second day of their tour 
in Japan from a different per-
spective.

Early on Monday morning, 
some of them were also able to 
play with the Kids Academy, 
to challenge the budding sup-
porters of the club from the 
capital on the pitch. 

While another part of the 
group went to meet local in-
fluencers and e-sports players, 
Neymar Jr, Sergio Ramos and 
Gigio Donnarumma took part 
in a TV show broadcast on the 
Japanese channel TBS. 

Finally, the day was en-
tirely devoted to exchanging 
moments with a training ses-
sion open to the public. As a 
result, the Prince Chichibu 
Memorial Rugby Ground, the 
stadium where Rouge et Bleu 
trains, saw its stands filled 
with more than 13,000 Japa-
nese fans, ready to spark up 
the atmosphere with every 
touch of the ball.

The PSG squad landed in 
Japan on Sunday for a three-
game tour against local teams, 
with new manager Chris-

tophe Galtier hoping to make 
a strong start with the French 
giants.

PSG, featuring attacking 
trio Kylian Mbappe, Neymar 
and Lionel Messi, will take 
on J-League sides Kawasaki 
Frontale, Urawa Reds and 
Gamba Osaka during their 10-
day stay in Japan.

Paris Saint-Germain’s (L-R) French forward Kylian Mbappe, Argentin-
ian forward Lionel Messi and Brazilian forward Neymar pose during a 
press conference on the team’s arrival in Tokyo Sunday. (AFP)

France’s Paris Saint-Germain’s Sergio Ramos (3R), Neymar Jr (2L), Keylor Navas (3L) and other players 
celebrate to win the mini game during their training session at a stadium in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)

France’s Paris Saint-Germain’s Lionel Messi (L) dribbles the ball during 
their training session at a stadium in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)

PSG pose for photos with young 
participants of a soccer clinic at 
a stadium in Tokyo on Monday, as 
a part of the team’s pre-season 
summer tour of Japan. (AFP)

Tadej Pogacar.
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STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

ROBERT Lewandowski de-
clared it was time for Barce-
lona to “get back on track” af-
ter securing his long-awaited 
move to Camp Nou, as the Po-
land international revealed he 
had always dreamed of playing 
in La Liga.

Barcelona confirmed on 
Saturday they had reached an 
agreement in principle to sign 
Lewandowski from Bayern 
Munich, before completing a 
deal reportedly worth €50mil-
lion ($50 million) for the 
33-year-old on Sunday.

Lewandowski scored 50 
goals across all competitions 
as Bayern won a 10th consecu-
tive Bundesliga title last term, 
but made his desire to join the 
Catalan giants clear at the end 
of the season.

The 33-year-old leaves 

Bayern having scored 312 
Bundesliga goals, a tally only 
bettered by legendary striker 
Gerd Muller (365), and will 
provide a new focal point for a 
Barcelona team which scored 
12 goals fewer than LaLiga 
champions Real Madrid last 
season.  

Having joined his new Bla-
ugrana teammates in Florida 
ahead of a friendly against In-
ter Miami, Lewandowski has 
targeted restoring Barcelona 

to the top of the Spanish game, 
with the league title having 
evaded the club since 2018-19.

“Finally I’m here, I’m very 
happy,” Lewandowski told the 
club’s media channels. “The 
last few days were very long 
days but in the end, the deal is 
done, so I can focus on a new 
chapter in my life, a new chal-
lenge.

“I am always the guy who 
wants to win, not only the 
games but the titles, so I hope 

from the beginning of the 
season we’re going to start by 
winning, and go to [win] titles 
at the end of the season.

“I always wanted to play in 
La Liga, I wanted to play for 
the big clubs.

“Now it’s my next step, this 
opportunity that I had. Also 
for my private life, it’s a new 
challenge, a new life.

“It’s time to get [Barce-
lona] back on track and that’s 
why I’m here, to help Barcelo-
na be on top and win as many 
titles as possible.

“For me, the goals are al-
ways high. We have so many 
good players with amazing 
quality, and we know that with 
this team we can achieve a lot 
this season, I’m sure it’s going 
to be like that.” 

Lewandowski joins the 
likes of Franck Kessie, Andre-
as Christensen and Raphinha 
in signing for Barcelona in this 

transfer window as Xavi looks 
to reshape his squad after fin-
ishing a distant second to Ma-
drid in La Liga last season.

And the striker believes 
Xavi is the ideal man to re-
vive Barca after a difficult few 
seasons, as he revealed he had 
been in contact with the for-
mer midfielder throughout his 
transfer saga.

“I was speaking with Xavi, 
from the beginning I knew 
that his idea was going in a 
good way, with this idea it was 
easy for me to decide to come 
to Barcelona,” he added.

“I know I’m the guy who 
wants to play, to win, and I 
think with Xavi it’s very pos-
sible.  

“He knows exactly how to 
coach Barcelona because he 
was amazing player, now he’s 
also a very good coach with an 
amazing future and I want to 
be part of this as well.”

I always wanted to play in La Liga, I wanted to  
play for the big clubs. Now it’s my next step, this 
opportunity that I had. Also for my private life, it’s  
a new challenge, a new life. It’s time to get 
(Barcelona) back on track and that’s why I’m here.
Robert Lewandowski

Sports

Polish football star Robert Lewandowski, who has moved to Barcelona from Bayern Munich, soon after his arrival in Spain on Monday. (Pic: FC Barcelona)

Time to get 
back on track: 
Lewandowski 
seeks titles  
at Barca

Al Sailiya recruit 
Tunisian Saidani 
for one season

QNA
DOHA

AL Sailiya Sports Club have 
announced their contract with 
Tunisian player Bilel Saidani 
for a period of one season, 
ending in the summer of 2023, 
as part of the club’s plan to-
wards achieving better success 
in the forthcoming 2022-2023 
season.

In a statement, the club 
said that the 29-year-old Said-
ani joined the team’s training 
immediately after signing his 
transfer. 

The Tunisian, who plays 
as a midfielder, had previously 
played for Al Sailiya in 2019-
2020 before moving to Saudi 
Football League with Damac 
Club.

Al Sailiya are looking for-
ward to a distinguished start 
in the new Qatar Stars League 
season having finished 11th 
the last season and survived 
relegation via play-off.

Al Sailiya start their QNB 
Stars League 2022-23 cam-
paign against Al Gharafa on 
August 2 at the Khalifa Inter-
national Stadium.

Deliberate heading could be banned  
for football children under 12

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

DELIBERATE heading could 
be completely banned from 
football for children under 12 in 
England in two seasons’ time.

The Football Association 
announced on Monday it had 
been given approval by the 
game’s lawmakers, the Inter-
national Football Association 
Board, to trial the removal of 
heading in selected grassroots 
competitions and leagues 
which come forward to take 
part in the coming season.

If successful, the FA will 
apply to IFAB for a law change 
to remove heading at under-12 
level and below from the 
2023-24 season.

It follows the introduction 
of guidance in 2020 which 
advised coaches against prac-
tising heading in training in 
football for children aged 11 
and under, with a graduated 
introduction of light heading 
into training from under-12s 
up to under-16s level.

A recommended limit of 10 
high-force headers per week in 

training was also introduced 
into professional football and 
the adult grassroots game be-
fore the start of last season.

The application for trial is 
part of the FA’s attempts to miti-
gate against any potential risks 
of heading a ball, at a time when 
research is continuing into the 
possibility of a link between 
repeated heading of a ball and 
neurodegenerative disease.

“It represents a cautious 
approach to playing and en-
joying football whilst ongo-

ing research continues in this 
area,” an FA statement read.

Dawn Astle, the project 
lead for neurodegenerative 
diseases in football at the Pro-
fessional Footballers’ Associa-
tion, welcomed the trial.

“We want all our children 
to enjoy their football, but they 
must be able to play safely,” 
she said.

“The proposed new trial to 
extend the heading guidelines 
already in place for training to 
matches is a logical and sensi-

ble step.
“Football has a duty of care 

to continue to mitigate against 
the risks of heading a ball. This 
obligation includes youth foot-
ball but also applies to care of 
players in the elite profession-
al game.

“Going into the 2022-23 
season, all professional clubs 
must incorporate the appro-
priate heading guidelines into 
their training regimes. 

“Their responsibility ex-
tends to their youth, women’s 
and men’s teams.” 

Astle has long campaigned 
for tougher rules around head-
ing. 

The death of her father, 
former West Brom and Eng-
land striker Jeff Astle, was 
ruled by a coroner in 2002 as 
the result of industrial disease 
owing to repeated heading of a 
football.

A subsequent re-examina-
tion of Astle’s brain by con-
sultant neuropathologist Dr 
Willie Stewart led to the dis-
covery that he had been suf-
fering from chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE), a pro-
gressive brain disease.

The FIELD Study, led by 
Dr Stewart, found in 2019 that 
professional footballers were 
three and a half times more 
likely to die of neurodegenera-
tive disease than age-matched 
members of the population.

The Football Association 
announced on Monday it 
had been given approval 
by the game’s lawmak-
ers, the International 
Football Association 
Board, to trial the 
removal of heading in 
selected grassroots  
competitions and 
leagues which come  
forward to take part in 
the coming season. If 
successful, the FA will 
apply to IFAB for a law 
change to remove head-
ing at under-12 level 
and below from the 
2023-24 season.

Body cams in football: 
Test in Cologne brings 

divided response
DPA

BERLIN 

QUICK, shaky pictures but a 
new perspective – the use of 
body cams on players in Sat-
urday’s friendly between Co-
logne and AC Milan was met 
with a mixed response.

While referee Sascha 
Stegemann rated the ‘ref-cam’ 
as “very helpful” for the of-
ficials, the pictures delivered 
from players were rather un-
derwhelming.

“All I see is some hands 
swinging in front of the cam-
era,” tweeted one fan about a 
video showing Olivier Giroud 
scoring the first of his brace 
of goals in a 2-1 win for Italy’s 
champions. “What the hell is 
this,” tweeted another.

The cameras were part of 
new technologies used in the 
so-called ‘Innovation Game’ 
included in the Telekom Cup 
friendly tournament.

The television broadcast 
featured live statistics and sev-

eral new camera perspectives.
Cologne’s Timo Hübers 

and striker Tim Lemperle 
wore body cams, while others 
were wired with microphones 
or had special soles in their 
boots to capture various track-
ing data.

“Wearing the bodycam 
took a bit of getting used to, it 
was quite warm underneath. 
It didn’t restrict me, but you 
could tell you were wearing it,” 
said Hübers.

Defender Kingsley 
Ehizibue said he “didn’t feel 
the microphone I was wearing. 
I think some of the innova-
tions today are quite interest-
ing for the fans.” 

Cologne coach Steffen 
Baumgart had expressed doubts 
before kick-off, calling himself 
a “traditionalist” and club chief 
executive Christian Keller also 
said he was sceptical.

Baumgart, however, did 
acknowledge that seeing 
things from the persective of 
the referee was “interesting.”

The use of body cams on players in Saturday’s friendly between  
Cologne and AC Milan was met with a mixed response.

Ibrahimovic renews 
contract to stay  

at AC Milan
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

ZLATAN Ibrahimovic has re-
newed his contract for another 
year at AC Milan, despite fac-
ing the prospect of a lengthy 
rehabilitation from knee sur-
gery.

At the end of May, Ibrahi-
movic - fresh from winning the 
Serie A title - had a planned 
procedure on his left knee to 
repair damage and instability 
caused by a previous anterior 
cruciate ligament injury.

The 40-year-old is ex-
pected to be out for up to eight 
months, so is not likely to be 
fully fit until midway through 

the 2022-23 campaign.
Nevertheless, AC Milan 

confirmed on Monday the vet-
eran Swede, who scored eight 
goals last season as they won 
the Scudetto for the first time 
in 11 years, is set to further ex-
tend his stay at the San Siro.

“AC Milan is pleased to an-
nounce the renewal of Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic’s contract until 
June 30 2023,” a club state-
ment read.

“The Swedish forward will 
continue to wear the num-
ber 11 shirt.” Responding to 
the announcement on his In-
stagram page, Ibrahimovic 
wrote: “The never-ending Zla-
tan #ReadyToLeaveAMark”.

NETHERLANDS defender Matthijs de Ligt was reportedly set to arrive at Bundesliga champions Bayern Munich on Monday to complete a transfer from Italy’s Juventus.  
It was however not clear whether de Ligt would complete the mandatory medical and the signing in time to join his new team on their flight to the United States later in the 
day. The reports on his arrival came the day after Juventus have agreed to Munich’s latest offer of €70 million ($70 Million) plus $10 million in add-ons. De Ligt, 22, was at 
Juve since 2019 and had a contract there until 2024. In Munich, he will reportedly receive a five-year deal until 2027. None of the clubs have made a statement on the issue.  
Julian Nagelsmann’s team will spend a week in the US for marketing activities, training and pre-season Games against English champions Manchester City in Green Bay and 
Major League Soccer side DC United in Washington. “We will probably be quite busy -– on and off the pitch. I think we will take many great impressions home with us,” forward 
Thomas Müller said. Captain Manuel Neuer added: “It’s always a little adventure for us, and it also broadens the horizon a bit.” Munich’s first official game is the July 30 Ger-
man Super Cup against RB Leipzig, and Bayern then open the new Bundesliga season six days later away at Europa League champions Eintracht Frankfurt. (DPA)

De Ligt expected in Munich to complete move from Juventus: Reports
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Ben Stokes announces retirement from ODI cricket
ICC

LONDON

ENGLAND’S star all-rounder 
Ben Stokes on Monday an-
nounced his decision to retire 
from ODI cricket.

Stokes, 31, said the first 
ODI between England and 
South Africa in Durham on 
Tuesday would be his last in 
the format, adding that it was 
“an incredibly tough decision”.

After making his ODI de-
but against Ireland in 2011, 
Stokes has scored 2919 runs, 
including three centuries, and 
taken 74 wickets in the format.

The highlight remains his 
match-winning effort in the 
final of the ICC Cricket World 
Cup 2019, when his unbeaten 
84* helped send the match to 
the Super Over, which Eng-
land clinched.  

Stokes was recently ap-
pointed as the captain of the 
England Men’s Test side after 
Joe Root stepped down, a call 
which played a massive role in 
his decision. 

Under his leadership, Eng-
land completed a 3-0 clean 
sweep at home against New 
Zealand and then won the fifth 
rescheduled Test against India. 

Stokes had also taken 
a break from international 
cricket in July last year to pri-
oritise his mental well-being. 
He returned to international 
cricket during the 2021-22 
Ashes in Australia. 

Stokes said in a statement: 
“I will play my last game for 
England in ODI cricket on 
Tuesday in Durham. I have 
decided to retire from this for-
mat. This has been an incred-
ibly tough decision to make. 
I have loved every minute of 
playing with my mates for 
England. We have had an in-
credible journey on the way.

“As hard as a decision as 
this was to come to, it’s not 
as hard dealing with the fact 
I can’t give my teammates 
100% of myself in this format 
anymore. The England shirt 
deserves nothing less from 
anyone who wears it.”

Stokes has only featured 
in nine ODIs since England’s 
World Cup triumph against 
New Zealand at Lord’s in 
2019, with workload manage-
ment gaining priority. “Three 
formats are just unsustainable 
for me now,” he said.

“Not only do I feel that my 
body is letting me down be-
cause of the schedule and what 
is expected of us, but I also feel 
that I am taking the place of 
another player who can give 
Jos and the rest of the team 
their all.

“It’s time for someone else 
to progress as a cricketer and 
make incredible memories like 
I have over the past 11 years.

“I will give everything I 
have to Test cricket, and now, 
with this decision, I feel I can 
also give my total commitment 
to the T20 format.

“I would like to wish Jos 
Buttler, Matthew Mott, the 
players and the support staff 
every success going forward. 
We have made great strides in 
white-ball cricket over the past 

seven years, and the future 
looks bright.

“I have loved all 104 games 
I have played so far, I’ve got 
one more, and it feels amazing 
to be playing my last game at 
my home ground in Durham.

“As always, the England 
fans have always been there 
for me and will continue to be 
there. You’re the best fans in 
the world. I hope we can win on 
Tuesday and set the series up 
nicely against South Africa.”

Rob Key, Managing Direc-
tor of England Men’s Cricket, 
paid tribute to Stokes. “I know 
this must have been a tough 
decision, but I completely un-
derstand why he has reached 
this conclusion,” said Key.

“I’m sure that when we 
look back on Ben’s career and 
see this as one of the reasons 
he will play 120-plus Tests and 
help England in T20 matches 
and World Cups for many 
years to come.

“It is a typically selfless 
decision that will benefit Eng-
land long-term.”

England’s captain Ben Stokes reacts after the final One-Day International (ODI) cricket match against India 
at Old Trafford in Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)

I will play my last game for 
England in ODI cricket on 
Tuesday in Durham. I have 
decided to retire from this 
format. This has been an 
incredibly tough decision to 
make. As hard as a decision as 
this was to come to, it’s not as 
hard dealing with the fact I 
can’t give my teammates 100% 
of myself in this format 
anymore. The England shirt 
deserves nothing less from 
anyone who wears it.
Ben Stokes

Chandimal helps Sri Lanka extend 
lead despite Nawaz five-for

ICC
GALLE

DINESH Chandimal (86 not 
out) helped Sri Lanka push 
their lead to 333 at the end 
of day three of the first Test 
against Pakistan despite a bril-
liant five-wicket haul from Mo-
hammad Nawaz on Monday.

Bad light forced early 
stumps at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium with Sri Lanka 
on 329/9.

Sri Lanka lost Kasun Raji-
tha early in the morning with 
Mohammad Nawaz getting his 
second wicket of the innings. 
However, Pakistan were not 
able to press home the advan-
tage as the Sri Lanka batters 
stabilised their innings. 

Both Oshada Fernando 
and Kusal Mendis paired well 
to drive Sri Lanka forward. 
Fernando was the more ag-
gressive of the two, hitting 
some beautiful shots. He was 
well-supported by Kusal, who 
was solid in his defence. 

Despite a couple of close 
lbw calls, Fernando survived 
to bring up a patient fifty. 
However, the 91-run stand 
was broken on the second ball 
after the lunch break but not 
before the duo had extended 
Sri Lanka’s lead to 136.

Fernando was Yasir Shah’s 
first wicket of the innings and 

he continued to impress as the 
Sri Lanka innings progressed 
further. He was complement-
ed by Mohammad Nawaz, 

who was bowling maturely 
and soon dismissed the expe-
rienced Angelo Mathews. Kus-
al Mendis’ gritty innings of 76 

was stopped by Yasir, a superb 
leg-spin delivery that brushed 
Kusal’s off-stump. 

Yasir took his third wicket 
of the innings with another 
beauty, stopping Dhananjaya 
de Silva’s 20-ball 20 knock. 

Even as Dinesh Chandimal 
held one end, Nawaz and Ya-
sir tightened the screws on the 
rest of the line-up. As many as 
five wickets fell in the second 
session with Sri Lanka going 
to tea at 257/7. And soon after 
the break, Nawaz completed 
his maiden five-wicket haul in 
Tests with the scalp of Ramesh 
Mendis.

With eight wickets down 
and a lead of around 250, Sri 
Lanka needed someone to 
push them towards a more 
challenging total. And Dinesh 
Chandimal took up the job 
without ceremony. He had al-
ready formed useful partner-
ships with the lower middle-
order and continued that as he 
got to his half-century. 

He shared a 41-run ninth-
wicket stand with Maheesh 
Theekshana (11 runs from 57 
balls) and another unbeaten 
21-run last-wicket partnership 
with Prabath Jayasuriya (4*) 
to take Sri Lanka’s lead to 333.

Sri Lanka 1st innings 222 (D. Chandimal 76, M. 
Theekshana 38; S. Afridi 4-58)
Pakistan 1st innings 218 (B. Azam 119; P. Jayasuriya 
5-82)
Sri Lanka (2nd innings; Overnight 36-1)
O. Fernando c Azam b Yasir  64
D. Karunaratne lbw b Nawaz  16
K. Rajitha lbw b Nawaz  7
K. Mendis b Yasir  76
A. Mathews c Azam b Nawaz  9
D. Chandimal not out  86
D. de Silva b Yasir  20
N. Dickwella b Nawaz  12

R. Mendis b Nawaz  22
M. Theekshana c Rizwan b Hasan  11
P. Jayasuriya not out  4
Extras: (lb1, nb1) 2
Total: (For 9 wickets, 96 overs) 329
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Karunaratne), 2-41 (Rajitha), 
3-132 (Oshada), 4-164 (Mathews), 5-178 (Kusal), 
6-218 (de Silva), 7-235 (Dickwella), 8-267 (R. 
Mendis), 9-308 (Theekshana).
Bowling: Shaheen 7-2-21-0, Nawaz 28-2-88-5, Agha 
16-1-53-0, Yasir 29-2-122-3, Hasan 10-3-15-1, Azam 
1-0-9-0, Naseem 5-0-20-0 (nb1).
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal employs a sweep shot during his 
unbeaten innings of 86 runs plays on the third day of the first Test 
against Pakistan at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle 
on Monday. (AFP)

Pakistan’s Mohammad Nawaz (C) celebrates with teammates after 
taking the wicket of Sri Lanka’s Ramesh Mendis (not pictured) on the 
third day of the first Test against Pakistan at the Galle International 
Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Zampa returns for 
Australia ODI series 
vs NZ, Zimbabwe

ICC

WHITE-BALL specialist 
Adam Zampa has been named 
to make his return to interna-
tional cricket after he was in-
cluded in Australia’s 14-player 
squad for upcoming ODI se-
ries against New Zealand and 
Zimbabwe.

Zampa sat out the recent 
tour of Sri Lanka as he wel-
comed his first child into the 
world, but the talented leg-
spinner has been named in a 
strong squad for the matches 
in Queensland in August and 
September.

Australia will play three 
matches against trans-Tasman 
rivals New Zealand in Towns-
ville, before a trio of matches 
against Zimbabwe in Cairns.

Test skipper Pat Cummins 
will be rested for the matches 
as he prepares for the up-
coming Australian summer 
of cricket, while left-handed 
batter Travis Head will also be 
sidelined as he awaits the birth 
of his first child.

Alongside the recall for 
Zampa, Australia have also in-
cluded pacer Sean Abbott and 
fellow spinner Ashton Agar af-
ter the duo injured themselves 
during the Sri Lanka tour.

Mitchell Swepson, Josh 
Inglis, Jhye Richardson and 
Matthew Kuhnemann have all 
been dropped from the squad 
that lost the ODI series 3-2 to 
Sri Lanka, with veteran batter 
Aaron Finch once again named 

to captain the Australia side.
National selector and for-

mer Australia batter George 
Bailey believes the upcoming 
matches against New Zealand 
and Zimbabwe will provide 
the team with a good chal-
lenge ahead of a busy period of 
cricket.

“These series against New 
Zealand, the world’s no.1 
ranked ODI side, and Zim-
babwe will be good contests, 
providing an opportunity to 
play some great cricket in the 
lead up to the home summer,” 
Bailey said.

“The team is excited to be 
marking the start of a huge 
summer with these matches in 
North Queensland.”

Australia ODI squad: 
Aaron Finch (c), Sean Ab-
bott, Ashton Agar, Alex Carey, 
Cameron Green, Josh Hazle-
wood, Marnus Labuschagne, 
Mitchell Marsh, Glenn Max-
well, Steve Smith, Mitchell 
Starc, Marcus Stoinis, David 
Warner, Adam Zampa
Schedule for New Zealand:
August 28: Riverway Stadium, 
Townsville
August 31: Riverway Stadium, 
Townsville
September 3: Riverway Sta-
dium, Townsville
Schedule for Zimbabwe:
September 6: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns
September 8: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns
September 11: Cazaly Stadium, 
Cairns.

Australian leg-spinner, Adam Zampa (left), and Trophy Tour ambas-
sador, Shane Watson (right), at the city centre in Brisbane during the 
T20 World Cup tour on Sunday. Australia is to host the T20 World Cup 
in October this year. (Pic: @qldcricket)

Rankings boost for India after  
eye-catching series triumph

ICC
MANCHESTER

INDIA’S narrow series tri-
umph over England away from 
home has seen Rohit Sharma’s 
side cling on to third place just 
ahead of Pakistan on the latest 
Men’s ODI Team Rankings.

A maiden ODI century to 
Rishabh Pant helped India 
clinch a 2-1 series victory over 
England on Sunday and in the 
process ensured they held on 
to third spot behind New Zea-
land on the current rankings.

New Zealand lead all coun-
tries with a rating of 128 points, 
some seven points ahead of 
England (121) after Jos But-
tler’s side fell to a 2-1 series de-
feat at home against India.

The race for third is tight, 
with India currently holding a 
rating of 109 and some three 
rating points ahead of their 
great rival in Pakistan (106).

That situation could 
change over the coming weeks, 
with sixth-placed South Africa 
currently only seven rating 
points behind Pakistan and 

with the opportunity to rise 
as high as fourth if they can 
sweep their upcoming three-
match series against England.

India have their own three-
match series against West 
Indies later this month and 
could put further ground on 
the likes of Pakistan, Australia 
and South Africa with a good 
performance in the Caribbean.

Pakistan are currently bat-
tling it out on the Test arena 
against Sri Lanka, with next 
ODI series in August against the 
Dutch in the Netherlands.

India’s Arshdeep Singh poses with the trophy as other teammates rejoice during the winners presentation 
after the final ODI series between England and India at Old Trafford in Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)

West Indies recall 
Holder for home 

ODI series vs India
ICC

VETERAN all-rounder Jason 
Holder has won a swift recall 
for West Indies’ three-match 
ODI series at home against In-
dia later this month.

The West Indies named a 
13-player squad for the series 
on Sunday, with Holder re-
turning to the fray after he was 
rested during the recent 3-0 
series loss to Bangladesh on 
home soil.

Holder has more than 5,000 
runs and 140 ODI wickets to 
his name and lead selector Des-
mond Haynes is confident the 
30-year-old can make an imme-
diate impact upon his return.

“As we all know Jason is 
one of the leading all-round 
cricketers in the world and 
we’re happy to have him back 
in the team,” Haynes said.

“He will be refreshed, re-
energised and ready to go and 
we can expect to see his bril-
liance on the field as well as 
meaningful contributions off 
the field as well.”

Skipper Nicholas Pooran 
will once again lead West In-

dies during the three-match 
series in Trinidad and Haynes 
knows his team needs to 
bounce back to form follow-
ing a disappointing display 
against Bangladesh.

“We had a very challenging 
three matches against Bangla-
desh in Guyana so we will be 
looking to rebound when we 
face India in the conditions in 
Trinidad,” he said.

“We have seen some 
growth among some players, 
but overall we need to regroup 
and play better against India.”

West Indies ODI squad: 
Nicholas Pooran (c), Shamarh 
Brooks, Keacy Carty, Jason 
Holder, Shai Hope, Akeal Ho-
sein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon 
King, Kyle Mayers, Gudakesh 
Motie, Keemo Paul, Rovman 
Powell, Jayden Seales. Re-
serves: Romario Shepherd, 
Hayden Walsh Jr.
Series schedule:
July 22 – First ODI, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad
July 24 – Second ODI, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad
July 27 – Third ODI – Queen’s 
Park Oval, .

DUBLIN: Spinner Alana King and young quick Darcie Brown com-
bined for five wickets as Australia registered a comfortable nine-
wicket victory over Ireland in Derry. Chasing 100 runs was never 
going to be enough against this strong Australia batting line-up and 
the run chase was done and dusted inside 13 overs.  
Australia openers Alyssa Healy and Beth Mooney were obviously 
keen to knock off the runs as quickly as possible as they took 19 
runs from the opening two overs of the chase. Seamer Arlene Kelly 
intervened to remove Healy for 10 in the fifth over, but that was 
about as good as it got for the young Ireland side as the steady 
head of Lanning came to the crease to join Mooney. The pair bat-
ted sensibly for the majority of their unbeaten 68-run stand and 
dispatched the bad deliveries when required as they mowed down 
Ireland’s total with relative ease.

Australia cruise past Ireland
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) has completed its an-
nual Adahi campaign for the 
year 1443 AH with the distribu-
tion of meat of sacrificial ani-
mals to 190,518 beneficiaries in 
Qatar and 19 Asian, African and 
European countries during Eid 
Al-Adha.

The campaign was held un-
der the theme ‘Give Qurbani to 
Sustain Good’. 

In Qatar, sacrificial meat 
was distributed at the Widam’s 
slaughterhouses in Umm Salal 
and Al-Wakra. A team of 28 
volunteers were stationed to re-
ceive the beneficiaries registered 
with QRCS’s humanitarian as-
sistance programmes. They 
helped to organise the handover 
of the meat of sacrificial ani-
mals, slaughtered according to 
the highest Sharia and health 
standards. A total of 547 qur-
bani animals were distributed to 
792 families.

Internationally, QRCS 
partnered with Islamic Relief 
Worldwide, under a bilateral 
cooperation agreement, to ex-
ecute Adahi projects in many 
countries. QRCS foreign repre-
sentation offices/missions coor-
dinated with the host National 
Societies in some countries. 

The distributions were as 
follows:

1. Food rations from 740 
cows were distributed to 20,892 
families, or 104,460 people, in 
Bangladesh, Mali, Afghanistan, 
Malawi, Kosovo, Sri Lanka, Al-
bania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajik-
istan and Sudan.

2. Food rations from 627 
heads of sheep were distributed 
to 4,354 families, or 21,770 peo-
ple, in Ethiopia, Iraq and Jor-
dan, as well as Syrian refugees 
in Turkey.

3. Food rations from 1,653 
goats were distributed to 5,424 
families, or 27,120 people, in 

Yemen and Kenya.
4. Food rations from 1,189 

goats and sheep were distribut-
ed to 6,642 families, or 33,208 
people, in Somalia.

QRCS Secretary-General 
Ali bin Hassan Al Hammadi 
praised the wide response from 
clients to contribute to the Ada-
hi Campaign 2022, as evident in 

the fact that the number of ben-
eficiaries was 35 percent higher 
than the target — 3,960 ben-
eficiaries in Qatar and 186,558 
abroad. 

A total cost QR3,866,780 
was spent to cover the purchase, 
slaughter and distribution of 
4,206 sacrificial cows, goats and 
heads of sheep.

During the Adahi pro-
gramme’s five years, QRCS suc-
cessfully attracted many benefi-
ciaries in Qatar and distributed 
fresh and canned meat to at the 
religiously specified time, while 
complying with the highest 
health requirements and inter-
national humanitarian stand-
ards.

In 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021, the overall value of Adahi 
amounted to QR22,896,900, 
with a total of 396,500 ben-
eficiaries in 31 countries - Qatar, 
Ethiopia, Myanmar, Chad, Ma-
lawi, Yemen, Sri Lanka, Nepal, 
Somalia, Syria, Palestine, Bang-
ladesh, South Africa, Mali, Ivory 
Coast, Uganda, Burundi, Rwan-

da, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Sudan, South Sudan, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Kenya, The Gambia, 
Central African Republic (CAR), 
Zanzibar and Iraq.

Many partners support the 
implementation of the project. 
In Qatar, Widam is the com-
pany responsible for providing, 
slaughtering and packaging the 

Adahi sacrifices, up to the high-
est applicable standards. Inter-
nationally, there is close coor-
dination among QRCS’s foreign 
missions and the host National 
Societies. 

Other humanitarian organi-
sations also engaged include 
Islamic Relief and Munazzamat 
Al-Da’wa Al-Islamiiyya (MADA).
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QCDC’s ‘My Career-My Future’ programme takes
students on a journey to explore their dream job

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

QATAR Career Development 
Center (QCDC) has wrapped 
up its ‘My Career-My Future’ 
programme, which offered 
high school students the op-
portunity to plan their career 
by experiencing real work en-
vironments.

The first day of the pro-
gramme brought together rep-
resentatives of participating 
institutions and students for 
discussions on which organisa-
tion to join to gain first-hand 
insights into the profession of 
their choice.

The programme enabled 
the students to assess the cho-
sen profession matching their 
skills and potential, gaining 
through the process an in-depth 
understanding of what the job 
entails and to what extent it 
aligned with their academic 
background.

“My experience with Qatar 
Airways was novel and unex-
pected. It started with an in-
troduction to the airline pilot 
programme and the history of 
aviation before embarking on 
other tasks,” said Hamad Gha-
nem Al Sulaiti from Al Maha 
School. 

Hamad, a fan of both media 
studies and aviation, joined the 
programme to decide which ca-

reer track to pursue.
“My experience changed 

my perception of the industry. 
In fact, the aviation field is not 
as challenging as I believed, but 
rather enjoyable. Today, I am 
more inclined to study it,” he 
said.

Hamad added that he will 
be joining the upcoming edi-
tion of ‘My Career-My Future’ 
programme before deciding on 
a career path. 

“I hope to go through this 
experience again with QCDC,” 
he said, urging the centre to 
organise the programme on a 
monthly basis to enable stu-
dents to experience professions 
across several industries.

Qatar Airways was one of a 
dozen entities that took part in 

the programme. Other promi-
nent participating organisa-
tions were Hamad Medical 
Corporation, the Equine Vet-
erinary Medical Center, Al Kass 
Sports Channels, the Doha Film 
Institute, Qatar National Con-
vention Center, The Cultural 
Village Foundation (Katara), 
the Qur’anic Botanic Garden, 
Commercial Bank, QTerminals, 
Qatar Airways, Nama Social 
Development Center, Qatar 
University, and Qatar National 
Library.

Mona Al Kuwari, a student 
from Al Hayat School, said her 
interest in filmmaking led her to 
the Doha Film Institute, where 
she gained exposure to the dif-
ferent aspects of the industry. 

“It was a pleasant experi-

ence, during which I learned a 
great deal about film produc-
tion and sound engineering. We 
also participated in different 
activities and workshops, which 
will certainly influence my fu-
ture career choice,” she said.

Supporting students in 
charting their own academic 
and career path is the main ob-
jective behind the programme, 
said Abdulla Al Mansoori, 
QCDC director, adding that the 
programme introduces youth to 
real work environments so they 
can explore their interests and 
assess their skills before decid-
ing on a university major.

“Through ‘My Career - My 
Future’ programme, we have 
provided students with the op-
portunity to take another step 

towards identifying the career 
path they seek to pursue. In fact, 
youth job expectations rarely 
match the reality and require-
ments of field work. Therefore, 
we were keen to provide them 
with an opportunity to get ac-
quainted with the profession of 
their choice in a bid to eliminate 
any misconceptions or unreal-
istic aspirations that they may 
have about a certain job,” Man-
soori said.

Raghad Al Mozelleh Jadal-
lah from Al-Iman Secondary 
School chose to join Nama So-
cial Center, an organisation fo-
cused on community develop-
ment.

“While I enjoy social work 
because it puts me in direct con-
tact with people. Before I joined 

the centre. I did not really have 
an in-depth understanding of 
the nature of the job and its re-
quirements. Through my par-
ticipation in the programme, I 
became familiar with the work 
environment, the real tasks at 
hand and the centre’s role in so-
ciety,” Jadallah said.

Fatima Al Awadi and Ha-
deel Al Marri, on the other 
hand, chose to join the Equine 
Veterinary Medical Center, 
where they learned about treat-
ing and caring for horses during 
the various stages of their heal-
ing journey.

Eman Khalil Al Doss, a lab-
oratory technician at the Equine 
Veterinary Medical Center, said 
both students were extremely 
enthusiastic to participate in the 

programme.
“They were really impressed 

by how we treat horses. It was 
evident that they went through 
a unique experience, particu-
larly when they were allowed 
into the operating room to wit-
ness a simple endoscopy. Both 
students were under close su-
pervision throughout their in-
ternship to ensure their safety, 
while they acquired an overview 
of veterinary medicine and ba-
sic knowledge on how to care 
for horses,” said Al Doss.

The last day of the pro-
gramme brought together rep-
resentatives of universities who 
introduced students to the aca-
demic programmes they offer 
and shared information about 
majors, application and admis-
sion requirements to various 
departments.

Participating students were 
also granted a licensc to use 
QCDC’s online Career Advis-
ing System (CAS), the most 
comprehensive career planning 
system in Qatar and the region. 
The system helps students ex-
plore their interests using psy-
chometric and personality as-
sessment tools. 

Students will later have the 
opportunity to book a free vir-
tual career advising session to 
discuss the results of the assess-
ments and seek advice from a 
professional career expert.

QRCS distributes Adahi meat to 
190,518 beneficiaries during Eid


