
ON the face of it, it 
seemed like another 
shock victory for Italy. 

But on reflection, the Azzurri’s 
triumph in the men’s 4x100m 
was a fitting end to the na-
tion’s athletics campaign at 
the Tokyo Olympic Games.

By that point, Italy had 
already secured four athletics 
gold medals, courtesy of Mar-
cell Jacobs in the 100m, Gi-
anmarco Tamberi in the high 
jump, and Massimo Stano and 
Antonella Palmisano in the 
men’s and women’s 20km race 
walks.

So by the time Italian 
4x100m anchor leg runner 
Filippo Tortu crossed the fin-
ish line in first place, there was 
more a sense of déjà vu than 
one of complete surprise.

“I couldn’t believe it had 
really happened,” said Tortu, 
the fourth and final athlete in 
the Italian running order af-
ter Lorenzo Patta, Jacobs and 
Eseosa Desalu. 

“After crossing the finish 
line, I asked my teammate 
Lorenzo if we had really won 
the gold medal. It was crazy.

“I thought I would run out 
of tears,” he added. “I wasn’t 
able to sleep that night after 
the race.”

The team’s winning time 
of 37.50 tied the Japanese all-
comers’ record that had been 
set by the USA at the 1991 
World Championships in To-
kyo. It also meant that Italy 
moved to fifth on the world all-
time list behind Jamaica, USA, 
Great Britain and Japan.

“What made the difference 
was our team spirit,” said De-
salu. “We always believed that 
we could win the gold medal. 
We are a great group and we 
have worked a lot together.”

Lead leg runner Patta was 
the youngest member of the 
team, but he says his inexperi-
ence worked in his favour.

“There were no spectators 
in Tokyo and this helped me, 
because I’m not used to com-
peting in front of big crowd,” 
said the 21-year-old. “I was 
so focused on making a good 
start and handing over the ba-
ton to Marcell Jacobs, and it 
could not have gone better.”

Jacobs, who had won the 
Olympic 100m title five days 
prior, ran a storming second 
leg on the back straight to earn 
his second gold of the Games.

“I never would have ex-
pected to win two Olym-
pic gold medals before the 
Games,” said Jacobs. “But be-
fore stepping on the track we 
looked at each other and we 
realised that we could achieve 
a great result.

“We were determined to 
win a medal and we believed 
in ourselves.”

Tortu, who held off a 
strong challenge from Great 
Britain on the anchor leg in 
Tokyo, says it was very much 
a team effort – beyond even 
the four men who carried the 
baton for Italy that day.

“It’s difficult to talk about 
just me because the relay is 
run in four,” he said. “We also 

owe a lot of thanks to Filippo 
Di Mulo and Giorgio Frinolli, 
the national sprint coaches, 
who have trained us over the 
past few years, along with Da-
vide Manenti and Wanderson 
Polanco, who did not run in 
Tokyo but were part of the re-
lay team.

“But we have to put Tokyo’s 
legendary moments behind us; 
it’s important to confirm that 
Tokyo wasn’t a one-off. We all 
share the desire to improve in-
dividually – we are a very com-
petitive group, and because the 
level of Italian sprinting has 
risen a lot, everyone wants a 
spot on the relay.”

History repeating
IN the aftermath of Italy’s 
relay triumph, much of the 
focus was understandably on 
Jacobs, the individual 100m 
champion. His 2022 campaign 
started well as he put together 
an unbeaten indoor season 
which peaked with 60m vic-
tory at the World Athletics In-
door Championships Belgrade 
22. He broke the European 
record with 6.41 and defeated 
defending champion Christian 
Coleman, the US sprinter who 

also won the world 100m title 
in 2019. 

But Jacobs’ outdoor season 
has been a different story. Nig-
gling injury problems meant 
he was forced to postpone 
the start of his season. It then 
got off to a promising start on 
18 May in Savona, where he 
clocked a wind-assisted 9.99.

A few more race withdraw-
als followed, but Jacobs re-
turned to action at the Italian 
Championships in late June, 
winning in 10.12 (-0.9m/s). 
He hasn’t raced since then, 
but he is cautiously optimistic 
that his body will hold up for 
the World Athletics Champi-
onships Oregon22.

Whether he’ll be able to re-
produce the kind of form that 
carried him to three global ti-
tles over the past 12 months is 
another matter entirely, but he 
no longer feels the pressure to 
prove himself. 

His triumph in Belgrade 
went a long way to doing that, 
he says. “I showed (with his 
world indoor 60m win) that 
my Olympic gold was not a 
fluke,” says Jacobs. “It was 
very important to show that 
my win in Tokyo was the result 

of years of dedication.
“It’s crazy to become the 

successor of Usain Bolt as 
Olympic 100m champion. I 
grew up watching all his races. 
It was my childhood dream to 
win the Olympic Games.

“I hope to win more med-
als in the 100m and 4x100m at 
the World Championships and 
European Championships, but I 
know now that I will be the ath-
lete people are chasing,” he says. 
“My rivals want to beat me.”

Indeed, Jacobs was pushed 
all the way at the Italian 
Championships, where former 
hurdler Chituru Ali finished 
just 0.04 adrift in 10.16, close 
to the 10.15 PB he set one week 
prior. Ali’s improved form has 
earned him a spot on Italy’s 
4x100m squad.

Tokyo lead leg runner Pat-
ta, who has a best this year of 
10.19, has been named on Ita-
ly’s 4x100m team along with 
Jacobs and Ali. It’s not clear 
whether Desalu and Tortu will 
be drafted into relay duties in 
Oregon, but both men have 
been selected for the 200m 
and so will be in Eugene ready 
to run if need be.

 (worldathletics.org)

Italian 4x100m team out to show 
Tokyo triumph wasn’t a one-off

ERIK ten Hag enjoyed a win-
ning start as Manchester Unit-
ed manager as three first-half 
goals set up his side for an 
impressive 4-0 success over 
rivals Liverpool in Bangkok, 
reports BBC.com.

Jadon Sancho opened the 
scoring before Fred and An-
thony Martial increased Unit-
ed’s lead against a Liverpool 
side that made 21 changes 
across the 90 minutes, includ-
ing half-hour cameos for new 
signings Darwin Nunez and 
Fabio Carvalho.

Young Uruguayan Fa-
cundo Pellistri added a fourth 

near the end as, in front of 
over 50,000 enthusiastic sup-
porters in the Thai capital, 
Liverpool were made to pay 
for a combination of their prof-
ligacy at one end and defen-
sive errors at the other.

It is, of course, only the 
start of pre-season, with some 
Liverpool players literally re-
turning from holiday in the 
hours before Saturday’s tour 
departure.

Of the starting line-ups, 
United’s also contained far 
more players expected to be 
involved on the opening Pre-
mier League weekend.

The Qatar beach handball team defeated New Zealand 2-0 in their first match in Group A of the 11th World Games being held in Birmingham, USA, and will continue until July 17. 
Qatar won the first half 18-12, before continuing their superiority in the second half 22-6. Qatar will play their second match against Croatia. Seven teams are participating in the 
beach handball tournament at the World Games, divided into two groups. The first group includes Qatar, New Zealand and Croatia, while the second group has Brazil, the United 
States of America, Argentina and Puerto Rico. The current participation of the Qatari team is their third in the World Games, having participated in the 2013 edition in Colombia 
and finished fourth, and the 2017 edition that was held in Poland where Qatar won the bronze medal. (QNA) 

Manchester United 
thrash Liverpool in 
Thailand friendly

OLYMPIC champion Steven Gardiner of the Bahamas will not defend his title in the 400-metres at the world athletics championships which begin this week in Eugene due to 
injury, he said late Monday. “Instead of putting on my spikes I’ve been advised to put on a walking boot due to a UTE Tendon Inflammation,” the 26-year-old said on social me-
dia. “Unfortunately there will be no Eugene ‘22 for me! Devastated by the news but I’m thankful for all the blessings in my career so far.” Kenyan marathon Olympic champion 
Peres Jepchirchir is also out of the event in the US with a hip problem. (DPA)

Injured Olympic champion Gardiner out of athletics worlds

 Quick read

Qatar beach handball beats New Zealand in opener at World Games in USA
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Italy’s 4x100m relay winning team at the Tokyo Olympics in Japan. The team would look for an encore at the World Athletics Championships 
2022 in Eugene, Oregon, USA, which begins July 15 and runs until July 24.

Doha swim worlds in February 
ahead of 2024 Olympic Games

DPA

THE 2024 world aquatics 
championships in Doha will 
be held in early February to 
give time ahead of the Paris 
Olympic Games later in the 
year, the governing FINA said 
on Tuesday.

Bringing the champion-
ships forward from its usual 
summer slot also means ath-
letes can use the event in Qatar 

to qualify for the Games.
Doha was originally due 

to hold the worlds in 2023 
but the coronavirus pandemic 
prompted a delay as Japan’s 
Fukuoka, first intended to host 
in 2022, postponed their event 
by a year.

Budapest stepped in at 
short-notice to host this year.

The Doha world champi-
onships will take place Febru-
ary 2-18, 2024.

WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS OREGON 22

Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah (R) and Manchester 
United’s Brazilian defender Alex Telles (C) battle for the ball the  
exhibition football match between English Premier League teams 
Manchester United and Liverpool FC at Rajamangala National  
Stadium in Bangkok on Tuesday. (AFP)

Fans wearing rainy weather gear watch the exhibition football match be-
tween English Premier League teams Manchester United and Liverpool 
FC at Rajamangala National Stadium in Bangkok on Tuesday. (AFP)
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US golfer Tiger Woods practices his chipping on the 17th hole during 
a practice round for The 150th British Open Golf Championship on 
The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Tuesday. (AFP) 

Fitzpatrick to partner Woods for  
first two rounds of 150th Open

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

US Open champion Matt 
Fitzpatrick will partner Tiger 
Woods for the first two rounds 
of the 150th Open Champion-
ship at St Andrews.

Fitzpatrick won his first 
major title at Brookline last 
month, with Woods opting 
not to play to ensure he would 
be able to compete at the Old 
Course, scene of two of his 
three Open victories in 2000 
and 2005.

The 15-time major winner 
suffered severe leg injuries in 
a car accident in February last 
year, but returned to top-flight 
action in April’s Masters and 
remarkably played all four 
rounds at Augusta National.

Woods also made the cut in 
the US PGA Championship at 
Southern Hills in May, but was 
clearly in pain and withdrew 
following a third round of 79.

Woods, Fitzpatrick and 

American Max Homa will tee 
off at 2.59 pm (1359 GMT) on 
Thursday, with 2017 champi-

on Jordan Spieth, former US 
Open winner Jon Rahm and 
American Harold Varner in 

the following group.
Defending champion Col-

lin Morikawa, 2014 winner 

Rory McIlroy and Scottish 
Open winner Xander Schauf-
fele will get under way at 9.58 
am, followed 11 minutes later 
by 2019 winner Shane Lowry, 
US PGA champion Justin 
Thomas and Norway’s Viktor 
Hovland.

Ryder Cup partners Franc-
esco Molinari and Tommy 
Fleetwood will be joined by for-
mer world number one Justin 
Rose on the first tee at 8.14 am, 
while world number one Scot-
tie Scheffler, England’s Tyrrell 
Hatton and Chile’s Joaquin 
Niemann tee off at 1.26 pm.

Former champion Paul 
Lawrie had already been an-
nounced as hitting the first 
tee shot at 6.35 am and the 
1999 winner will have Webb 
Simpson and Min Woo Lee for 
company.

The final group of Lars Van 
Meijel, Jack Floydd and Ron-
an Mullarney have to wait un-
til 4.16 pm to get their champi-
onship started.

England’s Matthew Fitzpatrick speaks during a press conference ahead of The 150th British Open Golf 
Championship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Tiger blasts Norman 
amid LIV Golf row
STATS PERFORM/DPA

TIGER Woods expressed no 
sympathy for Greg Norman 
as he backed the LIV Golf 
chief’s omission from the cel-
ebrations at this week’s 150th 
Open Championship.

Norman, a two-time win-
ner of the Claret Jug, was 
snubbed by tournament or-
ganizers the R&A amid the 
furore caused by the Saudi-
backed breakaway tour that he 
has been pivotal in setting up.

The 67-year-old was not 
permitted to attend Mon-
day’s Celebration of Cham-
pions event, as well as be-
ing denied an invitation to the 
Champions’ Dinner.

Speaking at St Andrews on 
Tuesday, Woods echoed the 
sentiments of Rory McIlroy, 
who supported the decision 
- although the 15-time major 
winner went even further with 
his criticism, suggesting Nor-
man was acting in a way that 
was in opposition to the inter-

ests of the game.
“The R&A obviously have 

their opinions and their rul-
ings and their decision,” said 
Woods, who has won the 
Open three times, twice at the 
Fife links.

“Greg has done some 
things that I don’t think 
are in the best interest of our 
game, and we’re coming back 
to probably the most historic 
and traditional place in our 
sport. I believe it’s the right 
thing.” Woods reaffirmed his 
support for the PGA Tour and 
warned that those who join 
LIV Golf may scupper their 
chances of competing at the 
majors.

“I know what the PGA 
Tour stands for and what 
we have done and what the 
tour has given us, the ability 
to chase after our careers and 
to earn what we get and the 
trophies we have been able to 
play for and the history that 
has been a part of this game,” 
Woods said.

England eves celebrate ‘amazing night’ after stunning defeat of Norway
STATS PERFORM/DPA

THE emphatic nature of Eng-
land’s 8-0 win over Norway 
came as a surprise even to Lion-
esses manager Sarina Wiegman.

The host nation of the Wom-
en’s Euro 2022 spectacularly 
dismantled their opponents at 
the Amex Stadium in Brighton 
on Monday, with Georgia Stan-
way, Lauren Hemp, Beth Mead 
(three), Ellen White (two) and 
Alessia Russo giving England 
an historic win.

It was the first time a team 
had scored seven goals in a 
European Championships 
game - in either the men’s or 
women’s tournaments - and 
sees England qualify from 
Group A as winners with a 
game to spare.

England were 6-0 up at 

half-time, the first time a team 
has scored as many in the 
opening 45 minutes of a Wom-
en’s Euros game, just 24 hours 
after France became the first 
team to score five in the first 
half in their win against Italy.

“We didn’t expect to make 
such a big win, but we played 
really well,” Wiegman told 
BBC Sport, adding her thought 
in the first half was: “What’s 
going on here?” 

Speaking at a news con-
ference, she continued: “Of 

course, the win, great win. The 
way we played, kept playing 
the way we did second half, 
kept the ball going. I’m really 
happy with the performance 
and to go through.

“It becomes easy when 
you’re 2-0 up quickly, then we 
could use the momentum and 
play our possession game... 
You could tell the players en-
joyed it on the pitch.” 

England scored twice more 
in the second period, with Rus-
so bagging the seventh shortly 
after replacing White, who was 
among a number of players 
rested by Wiegman once the 
game was clearly won.

“Sometimes when you’re 
6-0 up, players try to do their 
own things, but we didn’t. We 
kept together trying to do our 
own tasks,” she added.

“I was a little surprised 
[Norway] didn’t put more 
pressure on us. Pressure on the 
ball. They did play well second 
half. We just played our game 
and tried to exploit spaces.” 

Hat-trick-hero Beth Mead 
also spoke at a news confer-
ence after some celebrating, 
saying: “We were having a nice 
little sing-song...

Amazing night, we deserve 
to enjoy it.” 

Mead has now scored 18 
goals in the 16 games since 
Wiegman took charge, also 
adding 11 assists.

When asked where this 
form had come from, she said: 
“I couldn’t tell you. I’m just 
enjoying every minute of my 
football. The way we’re play-
ing, it’s just a pleasure to play 
with these players.” 

England’s striker Beth Mead cel-
ebrates scoring the team’s fourth 
goal during the UEFA Women’s 
Euro 2022 Group A match 
against Norway at Brighton and 
Hove Community Stadium in 
Brighton, England on Monday.  
England won 8-0. (AFP)

MLS isn’t a retirement league, insists Bale
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

GARETH Bale insisted Major 
League Soccer is “not a retire-
ment league”, and he hopes 
his move to Los Angeles FC 
will allow him to stay in con-
tention for Wales at least until 
Euro 2024.

While his initial deal with 
LAFC is only a one-year agree-
ment, it could be extended 
through to 2024, when Wales 
will be hoping to compete in 
the European Championship.

Bale left Real Madrid 
at the end of June after his 
contract was allowed to ex-
pire, with the forward - who 
was once the most expensive 
player of all time - enduring a difficult final few years at the Santiago Bernabeu.

His attitude and commit-
ment to Madrid were often 
called into question by sup-
porters, who routinely voiced 
their frustration towards him 
in recent years.

But Bale has continued to 
be worshipped by Wales sup-
porters, and he more than 
played his part in helping them 
secure qualification to the 
World Cup for the first time 
since 1958 earlier this year.

Keeping himself fit ahead 
of Qatar 2022 is undoubtedly 
a key reason for the move to 
MLS, although Bale was eager 
to stress how he sees the po-
tential for a long-term future 
in the United States.

While MLS has garnered a 
reputation for being a league 

where high-profile European 
players go to retire, Bale is 
adamant that is no longer the 
case.

“Like I said, this is a league 
that’s really grown, that’s come 
a long way in the last 10 years,” 
he told reporters at his official 
presentation late Monday.

“Everyone’s striving to 
improve the league, the play-
ers who come over see that as 
well. I don’t think anyone sees 
it now as a retirement league, 
it’s really a league that’s physi-
cal, demanding; the weather 
changes are difficult, the travel 
is difficult.

“But it’s exciting, and to 
play football in front of fans 
like these is what you play 
football for.”

Welsh soccer player Gareth Bale is welcomed to Major League Soccer’s 
Los Angeles Football Club (LAFC) during a press conference at the Banc 
of California Stadium, in Los Angeles, California, on Monday. (AFP)

Nielsen wins 10th stage of Tour de France
AGENCIES

DENMARK’S Magnus Cort 
Nielsen won the 10th stage of 
the Tour de France, a 148.5-
km Alpine trek from Morzine, 
amid a climate activists’ inter-
ruption on Tuesday.

The race was stopped for 
about 10 minutes after half a 
dozen climate activists tried to 
block the riders 36 kilometres 
from the finish.

They were pulled off the 
road by police and a senior 
race organiser before the race 
resumed.

Cort Nielsen prevailed in a 
nail-biting sprint finish from 
the day’s breakaway to claim 
his second career stage win on 
the Tour after 2018.

Australian Nick Schultz 
took second and Spain’s Luis 
Leon Sanchez was third.

Slovenia’s twice defending 
champion Tadej Pogacar, who 

has lost two team mates after 
they left the race following 
positive COVID-19 tests since 
the start in Denmark, retained 

the overall leader’s yellow jer-
sey.

Wednesday’s 11th stage is a 
brutal 151.7-km mountain trek 

from Albertville to the Col du 
Granon.

A 25-man breakaway 
took shape after an extremely 
fast start, featuring former 
stage winners Cort Nielsen, 
Sanchez, Ion Izaguirre, Edvald 
Boasson Hagen, Philippe Gil-
bert, Simon Clark, Pierre Rol-
land and Lennard Kaemna.

Sanchez made his move 
some six kilometres from the 
line but was caught by Matteo 
Jorgenson, Schultz and Dylan 
van Baarle.

As the four played cat and 
mouse in the final straight, 
Cort Nielsen surged from the 
back and outsprinted Schultz 
for a photo-finish victory. 
Germany’s Kaemna, who was 
in the leading group all day, 
came close to snatching the 
overall lead and now sits in 
second place, 11 seconds be-
hind Pogacar after the bunch 
crossed the line eight minutes 

and 25 seconds off the pace.
Dane Jonas Vingegaard, 

second overall last year, 
slipped to third, 39 seconds 
behind the leader.
Results: Stage 10
1. Magnus Cort Nielsen, Den-
mark, EF Education-Easypost, 
3h 18m 50s.
2. Nick Schultz, Australia, Team 
BikeExchange-Jayco, same time.
3. Louis Leon Sanchez, Spain, 
Bahrain Victorious, 7s behind.
4. Matteo Jorgenson, United 
States, Movistar Team, 8.
5. Dylan van Baarle, Nether-
lands, Ineos Grenadiers, 10.
Overall leaders
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE 
Team Emirates, 37h 11m 28s; 
2. Lennard Kamna, Germany, 
Bora-Hansgrohe, 11s behind.
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, 
Jumbo-Visma, 39; 4. Geraint 
Thomas, Britain, Ineos Grena-
diers, 1:17; 5. Adam Yates, 
Britain, Ineos Grenadiers, 1:25.

EF Education-Easypost team’s Danish rider Magnus Cort Nielsen 
(R) cycles, past Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Australian rider 
Nicholas Schultz, to the finish line to win the 10th stage of the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 148,1 km between Morzine 
and Megeve, in the French Alps, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Wany-away star Lewandowski 
reports for Bayern pre-season 

World footballer Robert Lewandowski reported to Bayern Munich as 
expected for pre-season fitness checks on Tuesday despite wanting to 
force through a transfer to Barcelona this summer. The Polish forward 
was seen arriving at a Munich hospital for standard tests on a video 
posted by broadcaster Sky. Recent media speculation wondered if 
Lewandowski would resort to a training strike in a bid to secure his 
move though Bayern club bosses had never expressed this fear. Bayern 
officials insist Lewandowski will remain part of the group until his 
contract expires in 2023. (DPA) 



We are so grateful: Warner 
pens heartfelt message  

to Sri Lankan fans
ANI 

VETERAN Australia opener 
David Warner has penned a 
heartfelt message to the people 
of Sri Lanka, as the residents 
are facing the economic and 
political crisis in the country, 
to turn out in huge numbers to 
witness the keenly-contested 
month-long series between 
the two countries.

Sri Lanka is facing a major 
economical and political situ-
ation as the nation is having 
a huge shortage of fuel, basic 
items, and medicines. 

The star batter of Aus-
tralia David Warner on Mon-
day took to Instagram to pen 
a heartfelt message for the Sri 

Lankan fans, thanking them 
for hosting Australia ‘during 
what is an extremely difficult 
time’.

“Thank you Sri Lanka for 
hosting us here during what 
is an extremely difficult time. 
We are so grateful to be able to 
come here and play the game 
we love and know you all love 
supporting. 

“You have opened your 
arms up to us and we will nev-
er forget this trip. What I love 
about your amazing country is 
no matter the circumstances 
you always have a smile on 
your face and are always so 
welcoming. Thank you and I 
can’t wait to one day visit for 
a holiday with my family,” 

Warner wrote in a post.
The visitors head back 

home after a month-long 
eventful tour of Sri Lanka. 
During their visit, they claimed 
the T20I series 2-1, but failed 
to seize the ODIs 3-2, and 
drew the Tests 1-1. 

After a victorious begin-
ning to the tour, they were 
shocked by the comeback of 
the Sri Lankan team in the 
ODIs and Tests.

Australia’s David Warner  (R) 
greets Sri Lanka captain Dinesh 
Chandimal (C) and Ramesh Men-
dis at the end of the third day 
play of the second cricket Test 
at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Sunday. (AFP)

Bowlers, Rohit sizzle  
as India hammer  

England by ten wickets
ANI 

LONDON

A blistering partnership be-
tween Rohit Sharma and Shi-
khar Dhawan and a six-wicket 
haul by Jasprit Bumrah guid-
ed Team India to a 10-wicket 
win over England in the first 
ODI of the three-match series 
here at the Kennington Oval 
on Tuesday.

Rohit smashed 76 runs off 
58 balls while Shikhar scored 31 
runs off 54 balls to help the Men 
in Blue chase down the target of 
111 runs in just 18.4 overs. 

Apart from Bumrah, Mo-
hammed Shami took three 
wickets while Prasidh Krishna 
settled for one. 

India started off on a de-
cent note with the opening 
pair of Rohit and Dhawan 
steadily taking the innings for-
ward. The duo scored 21 runs 
in six overs, before bringing 
the momentum in the game 
and smashing 35 runs in the 
next four overs.

They crossed the 50-run 
mark in 10 overs with both 
the batters standing unbeaten 
at the crease. Continuing the 
proceedings at a steady rate, 
Rohit brought up his half-
century in 49 balls and helped 
Team India reach the 100-run 
mark in 18 overs.

With only 11 runs left 
to win, the duo smashed 13 
runs in the next four balls 
and brought Team India to a 
10-wicket victory in just mere 
18.4 overs and gained a 1-0 
lead in the three-match ODI 
series against England.

Earlier, opting to bowl 
first, Indian bowlers proved 
their captain Rohit Sharma’s 
decision right as Bumrah 
wreaked havoc on England 
batters in the powerplay.

England’s opening batter 
Jason Roy was sent back to 
the pavilion on a golden duck. 

Roy’s wicket was quickly fol-
lowed by Joe Root, who was 
fell prey to Bumrah without 
scoring a run.

Ben Stokes then came to 
bat, but could not stand long 
as he was dismissed by Mo-
hammed Shami without open-
ing his account.

At that point opening bat-
ter, Jonny Bairstow tried to 
anchor innings. His inning 
was cut short by the fiery bowl-
ing of Bumrah, who departed 
Bairstow on seven runs.

Captain Jos Buttler stood 
on the crease like the only 
hope for the Three Lions. 

Liam Livingstone the 
hard-hitting batter of the team 
was dismissed for a duck by 
Bumrah.
Scores: India 114 for 0 (Rohit 
76*, Dhawan 31*) beat Eng-
land 110 (Buttler 30, Bumrah 
6-19, Shami 3-31) by ten 
wickets.

India captain Rohit Sharma (L) watches the ball after playing a shot past England’s Jos Buttler during the Royal London x ACE One Day Interna-
tional (ODI) cricket match at The Oval in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

India’s Jasprit Bumrah acknowledges the applaudse after taking the 
wicket of England’s Brydon Carse (unseen), his fifth wicket, during  
the Royal London x ACE One-Day International at The Oval in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Bumrah breaks records 
with blistering spell

ICC
LONDON

JASPRIT Bumrah wreaked 
absolute havoc in the first 
ODI, returning figures of 6/19 
in an exceptional spell of fast 
bowling that ripped through 
England’s batting line-up at 
The Oval.

In doing so, he broke the re-
cord for the best bowling figures 
in ODIs by an Indian bowler in 
England, usurping Kuldeep Ya-
dav’s 6/25 against England in 
Nottingham in 2018.

Bumrah also registered the 
third-best figures by an Indian 
bowler in ODIs, now only be-
hind Stuart Binny (6/4) and 
Anil Kumble (6/12). He joined 
the elite list of 10 Indian bowl-
ers to have picked six wickets 
in an innings in ODIs.

India made the best use 
of the conditions by opting to 
bowl first and Bumrah drew 
first blood in the second over 
with a double-wicket maiden 
claiming Jason Roy and Joe 
Root for a duck. He then dis-
missed the dangerous Jonny 
Bairstow and scalped Liam 
Livingstone with a peach of a 
delivery. And then cleaned up 
the tail with to finish with mag-
ical figures of 7.2-3-19-6.

England were bowled out 
for 110, their lowest total in 
the 50-over format against In-
dia. Four of England’s top six 
went back without troubling 
the scorers. 

Led by Bumrah, the Indian 
pace attack was on fire, with 
Shami picking up three wick-
ets and Krishna picking the 
remaining one.

India’s Mohammed Shami (C) celebrates the wicket of England cap-
tain Ben Stokes for nought at The Oval in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

Shami fastest Indian to  
take 150 ODI wickets

ANI
LONDON

PACER Mohammed Shami on 
Tuesday became the fastest 
Indian to scalp 150 wickets in 
ODIs.

Shami achieved this feat 
during the first ODI of the 
three-match series against 
England here at the Kenning-
ton Oval on Tuesday. The pac-
er took three wickets, which 
included the likes of Ben 
Stokes, Jos Buttler, and Craig 
Overton. 

He took a total of 80 
matches to reach his 150 wick-
ets and surpassed the record 
of former Indian pacer Ajit 
Agarkar, who took 97 matches.

Shami also became the 

joint-third fastest ever to take 
150 ODI wickets along with 
Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan. 
Australia’s Mitchell Stars 
(77 matches) and Pakistan’s 
Saqlain Mushtaq (78 matches) 
hold the top-two positions for 
fastest bowlers to reach 150 
ODI wickets.

Coming to the match, Jas-
prit Bumrah’s six-wicket haul 
and three wickets by Shami 
helped India to restrict Eng-
land at 110 in the first innings 
of the ongoing first ODI of the 
three-match series, here at the 
Kennington Oval on Tuesday.

Apart from Bumrah and 
Shami, Prasidh Krishna took 
one wicket. For England, only 
Jos Buttler could play a decent 
innings as he scored 30 runs.

Waqar makes bold Pakistan T20 World Cup prediction
ICC

PAKISTAN legend Waqar 
Younis believes his former 
team has every chance of going 
all the way and winning this 
year’s ICC T20 World Cup.

The Asian country are cur-
rently rated third on the ICC 
Men’s T20I Team Rankings 
and will travel to Australia lat-
er this year full of confidence 
after some good results in the 
shortest format of the game 
over the last 12 months.

Pakistan reached the semi-
finals of the 2021 T20 World 
Cup in UAE and have only lost 
one 20-over contest – also to 
Australia – since they tasted 
defeat against Aaron Finch’s 
side in November last year.

They also boast the two top 
ranked batters in T20 cricket 
- skipper Babar Azam and vet-
eran right-hander Mohammad 

Rizwan - and Waqar thinks it 
all bodes well for a strong per-
formance at this year’s event.

“We stand a really good 
chance of doing well at this 
World Cup,” Waqar told ICC 
Digital in Melbourne recently.

“The pitches in Australia 
are generally very good batting 
pitches and Pakistan do have 
good batters who can really 
play well in these conditions.

“Babar is definitely going 
to be the key batter at the top 
of the order.

“I think he (Babar) will 
have the impact that he has 
always had and then of course 
Rizwan is playing very well 
and the bowling attack they 
have got it one of the best in 
the world.”

The bowling attack that 
Waqar refers to is led by tow-
ering pacer Shaheen Afridi, 
but it’s his supporting cast 

with the ball that the Pakistan 
great feels remains vastly un-
derrated.

Right-armer Haris Rauf 
has performed well in Austral-
ia’s domestic Big Bash League 
previously, while spin duo 
Shadab Khan and Mohammad 
Nawaz have also impressed in 
recent times.

“We have tried about six or 

seven fast bowlers in the last 
year or so and they are all go-
ing really well,” Waqar noted.

“I feel that Haris Rauf and 
Shaheen (Afridi) will be piv-
otal, but let’s not forget Hasan 
Ali either as he has been bowl-
ing very decent.

“Pakistan’s fast bowling 
attack is very good and they 
can mix it up with Shadab and 
Nawaz as they are good spin-
ners also.”

Waqar has the second 
most Test and ODI wickets 
in Pakistan’s rich cricketing 
history, with fellow legendary 
quick Wasim Akram the only 
bowler with more scalps than 
the 50-year-old in both for-
mats.

The champion pacer also 
played alongside some tal-
ented batters during his illus-
trious 14-year international 
career that included Younis 

Khan, Inzamam-ul-Haq, Mo-
hammad Yousuf and Javed 
Miandad.

While many pundits be-
lieve Babar to the equal or bet-
ter than many of those star Pa-
kistan batters, Waqar said any 
comparisons should wait until 
the current skipper finishes 
his career.

“Babar Azam in modern 
day cricket looks a million 
dollars and he is definitely as 
good as all the big names,” 
Waqar said.

“But all those greats have 
their own strengths and their 
own class and all of them 
played in different eras and we 
should not forget that.

“Babar is still very young 
and has plenty of cricket 
ahead of him and once he 
has retired you can perhaps 
sit down and start comparing 
him with others.”

Former Pakistan captain and 
coach Waqar Younis.
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