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QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Tuesday sent a 
cable of congratulations to 
President of the Republic 
of Kiribati Taneti Maamau 
on the occasion of his 
country’s National Day.

Amir greets  
Kiribati prez
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Qatari pilgrims say they performed Hajj with ease

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VARIOUS groups of Qatari pil-
grims will return to the country on 
Wednesday after performing Hajj 
in Makkah. The last group is set to 
return on Thursday.

The pilgrims, according to a 
statement from the Ministry of 
Endowments and Islamic Affairs 
(Awqaf), were thankful and ex-
pressed their happiness for getting 
the opportunity to perform Hajj 
with ease.

Ali bin Sultan Al Misifri, Head of 

the Qatari Hajj Mission, has praised 
the great efforts made by the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia to receive the 
pilgrims, expressing his deep appre-
ciation to the Saudi government. 

He also praised the cooperation 
of the Saudi Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah and the Tawafa Company 
for South Asian pilgrims and their 
great cooperation with the Qatari 
mission in facilitating all matters re-
lated to the Hajj season in Makkah 
Al Mukarramah and in the holy sites 
in Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah in 
the service of pilgrims.

 “This year’s Hajj season was dis-
tinguished and exceptional for Qa-
tari pilgrims with all arrangements 
in place for the completion of all the 
rituals easily,” he said. The prepara-
tions for the next Hajj season will be 
done taking into consideration any 

proposals from pilgrims and Hajj 
operators so as to further improve 
the services and amenities.

Al Misifri credited the efforts of 
the Qatari Hajj mission, with the 
continuous support and follow-up 
of HE the Minister of Awqaf and Is-
lamic Affairs, for the largest role in 
managing the affairs of Qatar’s pil-
grims through direct co-ordination 
with the Tawafa Company for South 
Asian pilgrims to fully equip the 
camps of Mina and Arafat with the 
best capabilities.

“There was co-ordination and 
co-operation with the Saudi security 
authorities and these provided most 
of the facilities and assistance to Qa-
tari pilgrims during all rituals and 
phases of Hajj,” he said. 

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR has taken several ini-
tiatives to raise dependence 
on local products, reduce de-
pendence on imports, and in-
crease the efficiency and qual-
ity of the national product, 
Qatar Chamber (QC) Chair-
man Sheikh Khalifa bin Jas-
sim Al Thani has said.

In a report published in 
the latest edition of Qatar 
Chamber’s magazine Al Mol-
taqa, Sheikh Khalifa said that 
Qatari products have become 
more competitive than im-
ported products in terms of 
price and quality.

Praising the ‘1,000 Oppor-
tunities Initiative’ launched 
recently by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI), Sheikh Khalifa said 
that the initiative has opened 
new horizons for the private 

sector. It is an electronic 
platform that allows local in-
vestors to secure investment 
opportunities from major in-
ternational and local compa-
nies operating in Qatar.

He said, “The initiative al-
lows the local investor to get 
acquainted with the existing 
and future projects and op-
portunities that will meet his 
needs, whether in terms of 
products or services provided 
by local private sector compa-
nies. It constitutes a positive 
step that contributes to pro-
viding important economic 
and investment opportunities 
for the industry sector which 
witnessed considerable devel-
opment over the recent years.”

He said that Qatar Cham-
ber highly supports such ini-
tiatives that pave the way for 

the private sector to enhance 
its role in the economic activi-
ties of the country.

Therefore, he said, the 
chamber recently hosted a semi-
nar in collaboration with the 
MoCI to raise the awareness of 
the business community and QC 
members about this initiative 
and help them benefit from it.

“There is no doubt that the 
‘1,000 Opportunities Initia-
tive’ is of special importance 
in enhancing the genuine 
partnership between the pub-
lic and private sector, as well 
as activating the State’s busi-
ness sectors, especially the 
SMEs to develop their prod-
ucts and services and become 
more competitive in the Qa-
tari market,” he said.

Quality local Qatari 
products outshine 
imported ones: QC
Qatari products 
have become more 
competitive than 
imported products 
in terms of price & 
quality: QC chief

NASA presented the first full-colour image from the James Webb space telescope on Monday, calling 
it the “deepest and sharpest infrared image of the distant universe to date.” The image showing a 
cluster of galaxies is a deep field composite showing the galaxy cluster SMACS 0723 as it appeared 
4.6 billion years ago, the US space agency said. US President Joe Biden released the image, the 
first of a set, in a preview event at the White House with Vice President Kamala Harris.  The rest of 
the telsecope’s first full-colour images are due to be released on Tuesday. They were selected by rep-
resentatives of various space agencies involved in the project. The so-called Carina Nebula, a type 
of gas cloud located around 7,600 light years away, and the WASP-96 b, a giant gas planet outside 
our solar system are among the cosmic objects that can be seen in the images, according to a nasa 
statement. The publication of the images marks the beginning of scientific work with the Webb, the 
largest and most powerful telescope ever launched into space. (DPA) PAGE 5

NASA space telescope  
delivers stunning images

Hajj pilgrims to  
return to Qatar  
today & tomorrow

Olympic gold medalist Sir Mo Farah says 
he was trafficked to the UK as a child

DPA
LONDON 

THE British four-time Olym-
pic champion Sir Mo Farah 
has revealed in a BBC docu-
mentary that he was brought 
into the UK illegally under the 
name of another child.

“The truth is I’m not who 
you think I am,” Farah said, 
adding he needs to tell his 
real story “whatever the cost” 
in the documentary titled The 
Real Mo Farah.

The father-of-four, 39, 
said: “Most people know me 
as Mo Farah, but it’s not my 
name or it’s not the reality. 
The real story is I was born in 
Somaliland, north of Somalia, 
as Hussein Abdi Kahin. De-
spite what I’ve said in the past, 
my parents never lived in the 
UK.”

“When I was four my dad 
was killed in the civil war, you 
know as a family we were torn 
apart. I was separated from 
my mother, and I was brought 
into the UK illegally under the 
name of another child called 
Mohamed Farah.”

Farah, who became the 
first British track and field ath-
lete to win four Olympic gold 

medals, said his children have 
motivated him to be truthful 
about his past.

“Family means everything 
to me and, you know, as a par-
ent, you always teach your kids 
to be honest, but I feel like I’ve 
always had that private thing 
where I could never be me and 
tell what’s really happened,” 
he said.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Interior (MoI) has announced 
the arrest of gang members while they were trying 
to launder money obtained through illegal means.

The ministry, in a statement via its Twit-
ter account, stated that the Department for 
Combating Economic and Electronic Crimes 
arrested a gang of 7 individuals of Arab na-
tionalities, while they were trying to launder 
illegally obtained money by buying luxury cars 
for cash and exporting them abroad. The MoI 
seized seven vehicles while they were ready to 
be exported outside the country. 

“The Department for Combating Economic 
and Electronic Crimes arrested a gang consisting 
of 7 individuals of Arab nationalities, while they 

were trying to launder illegally obtained funds by 
buying luxury cars for cash and exporting them 
abroad. They were referred to the Public Pros-
ecution to complete the necessary procedures 
against them,”  the MoI said in a tweet.

7 arrested for money laundering

Most 
people 
know me 

as Mo Farah, but it’s 
not my name or it’s 
not the reality. The 
real story is I was 
born in Somaliland, 
north of Somalia, 
as Hussein Abdi 
Kahin.”
—Sir Mo Farah

THE US military says it 
has killed the leader of 

ISIL (ISIS) group in Syria 
in a drone strike outside 
Jandaris, northwest Syria, 
with another senior ISIL of-
ficial “seriously injured”.

Maher Al-Agal, one of 
the top five ISIL leaders 
was killed, said US Central 
Command (CENTCOM) on 
Tuesday in a statement.

Al-Agal was responsible 
for “aggressively” develop-
ing the group’s networks 
outside Iraq and Syria, 
CENTCOM said. “The re-
moval of these ISIS leaders 
will disrupt the terrorist or-
ganization’s ability to further 
plot and carry out global 
attacks,” said Colonel 
Joe Buccino, a CENTCOM 
spokesperson. (AGENCIES)

US says it has 
killed ISIL  

leader in Syria
Continued on page 2 

Continued on page 2 

THE coronavirus pan-
demic (COVID-19) is “no-

where near over”, the World 
Health Organization’s chief 
has warned, citing new waves 
around the world and voicing 
concern the virus is “running 
freely”.

Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said he was worried 
that case numbers were con-
tinuing to rise and “putting 
further pressure on stretched 
health systems and health 
workers”.

 “As the virus pushes at us, 
we must push back. We’re in a 
much better position than at 
the beginning of the pandem-
ic,” he told a news conference 
in Geneva on Tuesday.

“Of course, there’s been a 
lot of progress. We have safe 
and effective tools that pre-
vent infections, hospitalisa-
tions and deaths. However, 
we should not take them for 
granted.”

Amid increasing COVID 
transmission and rising hospi-
talisations, Tedros urged gov-
ernments to “deploy tried and 
tested measures like masking, 
improved ventilation and test 
and treat protocols”.

COVID-19 pandemic 
is ‘nowhere near 
over’: WHO chief
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Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Kiribati

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Kiribati Taneti Maamau on the occasion of his country’s 
National Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to president of 
Kiribati
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of Kiribati Taneti Maamau on the 
occasion of his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Quick read Tanzanian big star Harmonize to wow Doha 
fans tomorrow ahead of World Cup dream

IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

FOLLOWING Qatar’s invitation to art-
ists from around the world to showcase 
their talents during the FIFA World Cup, 
which will take place from November 21 
to December 18, Tanzanian superstar art-
ist Rajab Kahali, better known as Harmo-
nize, is set to make his debut in Doha on 
Thursday at a concert at the Holiday Inn-
Business Park Hotel.

The superstar will be performing 
alongside DJ Lyta at the Maxwide Event’s 
Afro Bongo concert, which is a test run 
of several entertainment events leading 
to the World Cup, according to event or-
ganiser Maxwell Owino. The Tanzanian 
superstar, who has 8.5 million Instagram 
followers, expressed his excitement to be 
in Qatar and hoped that he will be a part 
of the exercise to deliver an immersive 
cultural experience for fans during the 

World Cup. He also stated that his latest 
hit Deka, whose video was released a few 
days ago, will be one of the songs he will 
perform at the concert. The video has re-
ceived over 4 million views in less than a 
week.

Bringing the superstar to Qatar was a 

difficult task for Maxwell, who has lived in 
the country for about a decade. “Having 
one of Africa’s biggest stars perform live 
in Qatar this weekend is a stepping stone 
to bigger projects and a test run for what 
will happen during the FIFA World Cup 
in Qatar,” he explained. I’ve done a few 
other concerts, but this is the biggest one 
I’ve ever organised.”

“We intend to bring more artists 
during and after the World Cup. We are 
here to ensure that visitors to Qatar have 
a good time. We have a lot planned for 
October, November, and December. The 
World Cup is about football and enter-
tainment, and no entertainment is com-
plete without music. So we’re here to 
provide that plug-in so people can have a 
good time. Aside from watching the beau-
tiful game in magnificent stadiums, they 
also have a place to relax and dance to 
fantastic music.”

Speaking on the selection of Harmo-

nize, Maxwell said: “We have a committee 
that goes through the list trending artists, 
those whose music is liked by people. We 
found him to be one of the top artists that 
people want to see live in Doha. He is also 
a person with a proven track record of re-
cording hit songs. Besides, he is humble 
individual with a good background.”

Prior to their biggest concert, Max-
well said that they are open to any suit-
able sponsorship deals and that, despite 
the significant financial implications; 
they have sufficient mechanisms to fund 
themselves. He said that they are collabo-
rating with the Tanzanian Embassy in 
Doha, which will receive the artist today 
at its premises and provide assistance in 
any way possible to ensure the event’s 
success.

Advance tickets are priced QR120, 
QR160 at the gate, and VIP tickets are for 
QR250. The gates will open at 4 p.m., and 
visitors should dress in smart casuals.

Tanzanian superstar Harmonize

AWAIU hosts second alumni meet
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Alumni Welfare Asso-
ciation Integral University 
(AWAIU)–Qatar Chapter, or-
ganised their second Alumni 
Meet recently.

Engineer Mohd Farzan 
Ansari hosted the event along 
with co-host Dr Mohd Nay-
eem Amaan. The event kicked 
off with Quran recitation, fol-
lowed by felicitation ceremony 
of guests and the appointment 
of the new office-bearers.

The guests at the event in-
cluded Vice-Chancellor of Inte-
gral University Professor Jawed 
Musarrat, AMU alumni Jawed 
Ahmad, JMI alumni Shadab 
Khan, Sheen InfoTech owner 
Lutfi Kakar, Hamad Medical 
Corporation’s molecular patho-
physiologist Dr Shahab Uddin 
and Qatar University Women 
Researcher Awardee Dr Shima 
Sadaf.

The vice-chancellor appre-
ciated the way the programme 
was conducted. He was de-
lighted to point out to the di-
versification of the university 
with students around the world 
pursuing different courses and 
joint research activities, the 
expansion of the campus with 
eye-catching infrastructure and 
the set-up of the latest tech-
nologies and equipment in the 
university. 

He received accolades from 
the audience for his outstand-

ing accomplishments.
He stressed the necessity 

of adopting the technologies 
and implementing them in 
educational curricula, with the 
aim to serve as a framework 
for shaping the future of the 
students.  

The association elected 
its new office bearers for the 
2022-2024 term, with Mazid 
Ali as the president; Vaquas 
Siddqui as the chairman, Ali 
Azeem as the patron and Mohd 
Farzan Ansari as the vice–
president. The office bearers 
pledged to handle the chapter’s 
affairs ethically and compe-
tently. The newly elected office 
bearers were honoured with 
the badges.

“Over the past two years, 
the association worked closely 
with North Indian universities 
to promote educational we-
binars, blood donation camp, 
athletic events, recruitment 

drives and various other ac-
tivities,” said the AWAIU Presi-
dent Mazid Ali.

The association Patron 
Ali Azeem and Senior Advisor 
Aun Jafar along with the core 
AWAIU Association members 
– Abdul Mohamin Alvi, Sajid 
Khan, Syed Shafiq and Mohd 
Irfan - pledged to assist the stu-
dents from Integral University 
with internship opportunities 
in Qatar as a part of their con-
tinued cooperation with the 
Alma mater.

“The reunion of a fantastic 
past and a promising future 
marks the end of the second 
Alumni Meet. We look forward 
to our continued coopera-
tion with our Alma mater as a 
whole,” said the AWAIU Chair-
person Vaquas Siddiqui while 
delivering the vote of thanks. 

The event concluded with 
the cake-cutting ceremony and 
a dinner.

Call to boost communal 
harmony, social integrity
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE importance of com-
munal harmony and social 
integrity was highlighted by 
PN Baburajan, president of 
Indian Cultural Centre, who 
called upon the community 
not to spare any efforts to 
give it a further boost as this 
is an urgent need in today’s 
world.

Festivals and celebrations 
should be used effectively to 
strengthen these bonds in the 
society and make the social 
fabric strong and positive, he 
said while releasing ‘Perunnal 
Nilavu’, a publication in Ma-
layalam brought out by Doha-
based advertising and event 
management company.

“We all should respect 
each other and live in harmo-
ny. Whenever this harmony is 
broken, our cultural identity 
will be questioned,” he said.

Shafeeq Maulakkiriyath, 
managing director of Delvan 
Group, received the first copy 

of the publication. He ex-
pressed his happiness in asso-
ciating with a venture to boost 
fraternity and cooperation in 
the society. 

Ashraf Abdul Azis, man-
aging director of Sixco group, 
released the online version of 
the publication.

Bradma group CEO Mu-
hamed Hafiz, Calicut Note-
book restaurant director P A 
Ahmed Thalayi, managing 
director of Al Mawasim group 
Shafeeq Hudavi, assistant 
manager of Naseem Health 
care Sandeep G Nair, country 
manager Imami group Bas-
anth, chairman helpline group 
V Shihabudheen and manag-
ing director of RAG business 
group Muhamed Aslam spoke 
on the occasion.

Mediaplus CEO Dr Aman-
ulla Vadakkangara chaired 
the event. Zubair Pantheer-
ankavu, business consultant 
welcomed the gathering and 
Muhammed Rafeeq, market-
ing manager, proposed a vote 
of thanks.

Al Wakra Municipality organised a slew of entertainment 
activities at Al Wakra Beach and Ezdan Mall as part 
of Eid Al-Adha celebrations. The events catered to all 
segments of society, including competitions for children, 
distribution of gifts, prizes, paragraphs and entertain-
ment shows in Ezdan Mall. To create avenue for more 
diverse activities, the municipality also cleaned Al-Wakra 
Beach and prepared it by carrying out beautification 
work, distributing seasonal flower basins and placing 
kiosks for cafes and restaurants along the beach, in ad-
dition to dedicating places to practise horse riding on the 
beach. (TNN)

AL WAKRAH MUNICIPALITY ORGANISES RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES AT AL WAKRA BEACH, EZDAN MALL

Qatari Haj delegation to 
leave Makkah tomorrow

THE official Qatari Haj del-
egation will leave Makkah on 
Thursday after completing all 
operations and all Qatari pil-
grims leave the holy city.

The Qatari Hajj mission 
this year adopted a new sys-
tem to provide best services 
at the holy sites in Mina and 
Arafat for all Qatari operators. 
There was co-ordination with 
one of the largest companies 
specialising in providing all 
services for pilgrims. Camps 
were prepared according to 
the highest standards while 

providing AC, food, bedding, 
toilets and places for ablu-
tions along with other facili-
ties. Seating was arranged for 
all pilgrims while an adequate 
number of male and female 
volunteers cared for men and 
women pilgrims.

The mission also prepared, 
in coordination with the Tawafa 
Company for South Asian pil-
grims, five dining halls in Mina 
camps, with three for men and 
two for women. Each dining 
hall had a corner for hot drinks 
and separate refrigerators for 
dairy, soft drinks, juices, and 
water.

Continued from page 1 

‘New legislations contributed to a 
more balanced workplace in Qatar’
UNDOUBTEDLY, he said, 
this initiative will contribute 
to providing an attractive 
environment by localising 
supply chains, increasing the 
efficiency of service provid-
ers, as well as encouraging, 
localising, and transferring 
knowledge to the national 
product.

“As part of its support for 
the private sector as a genuine 
partner in the State’s develop-
ment process, the chamber 
encourages local companies 
to take advantage of this ini-
tiative, especially since the 
chamber strongly believes that 
the private sector should have 
a greater share in the invest-
ment opportunities available 
in the state after the great ef-
ficiency and leading role it 
showed during the COVID-19 
crisis,” he said. In the same 

edition of the magazine, Qa-
tar Chamber General Manager 
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi 
said that Qatar adopted sev-
eral leading steps and issued 
a series of legislation and laws 
that have contributed to creat-
ing a balanced working envi-
ronment to support the labour 
market.

“The reforms included the 
cancellation of exit permits 
for expatriates when leaving 
the country, allowing workers 
to change jobs freely with-
out the need for employer’s 
consent, the establishment 
of minimum wages and the 
introduction of the Wage 
Protection System (WPS), as 
well as the inauguration of 
visa centres abroad and the 
establishment of labour dis-
pute resolution committees,” 
Sharqi said.

Other reforms included the 
development of a complaint 
system for migrant workers to 
facilitate achieving justice in 
the country, he said.

Furthermore, he said, 
the government also adopted 
positive steps for improving 
workers’ occupational safety 
and health and issued a law 
mandating health insurance 
for all expatriates.

Continued from page 1 

Qatar Chamber General Manager 
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi



GRUESOME CRIME

dpa 
Tokyo

Hundreds of people gath-
ered in front of the Zojoji 
Temple in Tokyo on Tues-
day to pay their last respects 
to shinzo Abe, as the former 
prime minister was laid to rest 
days after his assassination at 
the age of 67.

The funeral service attend-
ed by close relatives was held 
inside the Buddhist shrine.

The conservative politi-
cal leader, Japan’s longest-
serving prime minister, was 
shot and killed while making 
a campaign speech in the city 
of nara on Friday, shocking 
a country in which gun vio-
lence is exceedingly rare.

His 41-year-old assassin 
was immediately arrested.

On Tuesday, the mourn-
ers waved and took photo-

graphs, some calling out: 
“Abe san!” as the cortège car-
rying Abe’s widow Akie drove 
slowly past.

After the funeral, the 
hearse drove past parliament 
and the prime minister’s offi-
cial residence, important sta-

tions in Abe’s long political 
career.

It was from here that for 
almost a decade Abe made his 
mark as no other Japanese 
premier with his national-
conservative policies and ef-
forts to revive the economy 

through his strategy dubbed 
“Abenomics.” 

His assassin has said 
since his arrest that he did 
not kill the prime minister 
on account of his political 

convictions, but rather out of 
hatred for the controversial 
unification Church of Korean 
religious leader sun Myung 
Moon, to which he linked 
Abe.

He told investigators 
that his mother had donated 
money to the church and in 
so doing ruined the family fi-
nancially.

Japanese bid adieu to former PM Abe

dpa 
London

BrITIsH special forces sol-
diers allegedly killed detainees 
and unarmed men in suspi-
cious circumstances during 
counter-insurgency opera-
tions in Afghanistan, accord-
ing to a BBC investigation.

The “Panorama” investiga-
tion reportedly uncovered 54 
suspicious killings carried out 
by one British sAs unit on a 
six-month tour of Afghanistan 
in 2010-11.

It also claimed that sen-
ior officers, including former 
head of the British Army Gen-
eral Mark Carleton-smith, did 
not report the alleged mur-
ders and did not disclose the 
evidence held by uK special 
Forces to the military police.

Carleton-smith declined 
to comment, the BBC said.

The Ministry of defence 
(Mod) said it believes the ‘Pan-
orama’ programme “jumps to 
unjustified conclusions from 
allegations that have already 
been fully investigated.” 

The Mod added that “two 
service Police operations car-
ried out extensive and inde-
pendent investigation into al-
legations about the conduct of 
uK forces in Afghanistan.” 

It said neither investiga-
tion “found sufficient evidence 
to prosecute” and added that 
“insinuating otherwise is irre-
sponsible, incorrect and puts 
our brave armed forces per-
sonnel at risk both in the field 
and reputationally.” 

The Mod said it “stands 
open to considering any new 
evidence, there would be no 
obstruction,” adding: “We will 
always investigate allegations 
to the full, but our independ-
ent police and prosecutors can 
only act on the evidence be-

fore them.” units deployed to 
Afghanistan had been tasked 
with targeting Taliban lead-
ers and the bomb-making 
networks causing frequent 
casualties using improvised 
explosive devices, Panorama 
said.

From 2009 onwards, the 
sAs conducted hundreds of 
raids on suspected Taliban 
targets to arrest key insurgen-
cy leaders and those involved 
in bomb-making networks.

However, “Panorama” re-
ported that intelligence flaws 
meant innocent civilians were 
caught up in the operations.

One man who attended 
meetings in 2011 where tar-

gets were selected told the 
programme: “There were mis-
takes at every single level, seri-
ous mistakes - serious organi-
sational mistakes.

“The scope for misidentifi-
cation was so high in Afghani-
stan because we didn’t under-
stand the villages. We didn’t 
understand the tribes.

And therefore, the sau-
sage machine that is produc-
ing these names is going to 
make tons and tons and tons 
of mistakes.” sources within 
uK special Forces reportedly 
told Panorama that senior of-
ficers at headquarters in Lon-
don were worried about the 
number of people being killed 

during the raids.
“Panorama” also said it 

has seen internal documents 
showing alarm at the sAs ac-
counts of killings, with often 
many more people dead than 
weapons reportedly recovered.

A senior officer, who 
worked at uK special Forces 
HQ, reportedly told the pro-
gramme: “Too many people 
were being killed on night 
raids and the explanations 
didn’t make sense. Once 
somebody is detained, they 
shouldn’t end up dead.

“For it to happen over and 
over again was causing alarm 
at HQ. It was clear at the time 
that something was wrong.” 

According to the programme, 
insiders who worked on an 
investigation into the way 
British troops behaved in Af-
ghanistan, called Operation 
northmoor, claimed they were 
stopped from getting to the 
truth.

One senior royal Mili-
tary Police officer, who did 
not want to be identified, told 
Panorama: “I believe there 
was pressure from above to 
shut down the investigation.

“It became increasingly 
clear to me that it didn’t mat-
ter what evidence we were able 
to gather, these cases were 
never going to be allowed to go 
to court.” 

SAS unit ‘killed detainees and 
unarmed men in Afghanistan’
The ‘Panorama’ investigation reportedly uncovered 54 suspicious killings carried out by one British SAS unit

agencies 

srI Lanka’s lawmakers agreed 
to elect a new president next 
week but struggled Tuesday to 
decide on the makeup of a new 
government to lift the bank-
rupt country out of economic 
and political collapse.

suffering from severe 
shortages of food, fuel and 
medicine, protesters on satur-
day stormed embattled Presi-
dent Gotabaya rajapaksa’s 
home, his seaside office and 
the official residence of his 
prime minister in the most 
dramatic day of a three-month 
crisis.

Both officials agreed to 
concede to demands they re-
sign: rajapaksa promised to 
step down Wednesday, while 

Prime Minister ranil Wick-
remesinghe said he would 
leave once a new government 
was in place. 

As anger mounted, par-
ticularly against rajapaksa 
and his influential family, im-
migration officials said one of 
the president’s brothers tried 
to leave the country on Mon-
day night. Local media report-
ed he was not able to.

The promised resignations 
brought no end to the crisis — 
and the protesters have vowed 
to occupy the official build-
ings until their top leaders are 
gone. For days, people have 
flocked to the presidential 
palace almost as if it were a 
tourist attraction — swimming 
in the pool, marveling at the 
paintings and lounging on the 

beds piled high with pillows. 
At one point, they also burned 
the prime minister’s private 
home.

While lawmakers agreed 
late Monday to elect a new 
president from their ranks 
on July 20, they have not yet 

decided who will take over 
as prime minister and fill the 
Cabinet. The new president 
will serve the remainder of ra-
japaksa’s term, which ends in 
2024 — and could potentially 
appoint a new prime minister, 
who would then have to be ap-
proved by Parliament.

Between rajapaksa’s ex-
pected resignation Wednesday 
and the vote, the prime min-
ster will serve as president — 
an arrangement that is sure to 
further anger protesters who 
want Wickremesinghe out im-
mediately.

Corruption and misman-
agement have left the island 
nation laden with debt, un-
able to pay for imports of 
basic necessities, causing de-
spair among its 22 million 

people. sri Lankans are skip-
ping meals and lining up for 
hours to try to buy scarce fuel 
— a harsh reality in a coun-
try whose economy had been 
growing quickly and had a 
growing and comfortable mid-
dle class, until the latest crisis 
deepened.

The political impasse is 
further fueling the economic 
crisis since the absence of an 
alternative unity government 
threatened to delay a hoped-
for bailout from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. The 
government must submit a 
plan on debt sustainability 
to the IMF in August before 
reaching an agreement.

In the meantime, the 
country is relying on aid from 
neighboring India and from 

China. Asked whether China 
was in talks with sri Lanka 
about possible loans, a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry official gave 
no indication whether such 
discussions were happening.

“China will continue to of-
fer assistance as our capability 
allows for sri Lanka’s social 
development and economic 
recovery,” said the spokes-
man, Wang Wenbin. 

“As to its debt to China, we 
support relevant financial in-
stitutions in finding a proper 
solution through consultation 
with sri Lanka.” 

On Tuesday, sri Lanka’s 
religious leaders urged pro-
testers to leave the govern-
ment buildings they’re occu-
pying if rajapaksa resigns as 
promised Wednesday. 

Sri Lanka lawmakers to pick new president but no deal on PM

World

India: Row erupts over ferocious 
lions’ statue on new parliament

agencies 

PrIMe Minister narendra 
Modi on Monday unveiled a 
bronze cast of India’s national 
emblem on top of the new 
parliament building with 
much fanfare.

The 6.5m (21ft 3in)-tall 
cast shows four Asiatic lions 
mounted back-to-back on 
a circular disc. But the new 
statue, adapted from an an-
cient Indian sculpture dating 
back to 250BC, has raised 
many eyebrows.

Critics say the lions have 
been given a makeover and 
the new “ferocious” look 
strays from their original 
depiction.

Modi shared a video of the 
unveiling on Monday morning 
that showed the cast - weigh-

ing 9,500kg (20,943 pounds) 
- on top of the central foyer of 
the new parliament building.

A senior government 
official said the installation 
of India’s national emblem - 
adapted from the Lion Capital 
of Ashoka, a sculpture that 
was atop one of the several 
pillars erected by emperor 
Ashoka during his reign in 
250BC - was an “important 
milestone in the decolonisa-
tion” of the capital city.

But many social media 
users pointed out that the 
demeanour of the lions in the 
new cast differed significantly 
from the original depiction 
and that instead of looking 
“benevolent and regal”, they 
now “snarled”.

The new parliament 
building - which is still under 

construction - is part of the 
government’s 200 billion-
rupee ($2.7 billion) plan to 
modernise old colonial gov-
ernment buildings in delhi.

On Monday, sitaram 
Yechury, a leader of the op-
position Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), said that PM 
Modi’s involvement in un-
veiling the national emblem 
violated the constitution as it 
“subverted” the separation of 
power between the executive, 
represented by Modi, and the 
legislature, which the parlia-
ment building symbolised.

Yechury also criticised the 
prime minister for perform-
ing a puja - Hindu religious 
ceremony - at the event. 

Opposition parties also 
said that they had not been 
invited to the unveiling.

The mourners waved and 
took photographs, some 
calling out: “Abe san!” as 
the cortege carrying Abe’s 
widow Akie drove past

Putin to meet  
Raisi, Erdogan 
in Iran next 
week over Syria

dpa 
Moscow

russIAn President 
Vladimir Putin is to travel 
to Iran on July 19 to hold 
talks with Iranian Presi-
dent ebrahim raisi and 
Turkish President recep 
Tayyip erdogan, the Krem-
lin announced on Tuesday.

The three heads of state 
are to discuss the situation 
in the civil war in syria, 
Kremlin spokesman dmit-
ry Peskov said, according to 
the Interfax news agency.

Putin is also to hold bi-
lateral talks with erdogan.

The united states pre-
viously said that it had evi-
dence that Iran intended to 
provide assistance to russia 
in its invasion of ukraine in 
the form of unmanned aerial 
vehicles (uAVs), or drones.

“Our information in-
dicates that the Iranian 
government is preparing 
to provide russia with up 
to several hundred uAVs, 
including weapons-capa-
ble uAVs on an expedited 
timeline,” us national 
security Advisor Jake sul-
livan told journalists in 
Washington on Monday. 

He added that Iran is to 
also train russians to use 
the uAVs and such training 
could begin as early as mid-
July. It is unclear, however, 
whether the weapons have 
already been delivered.

sullivan understands 
the information as an in-
dication that russia’s pro-
gress in the war in eastern 
ukraine has had conse-
quences for the mainte-
nance of its own stockpiles 
of weapons.

Iran rejected sullivan’s 
statements. “There has 
been no such thing in re-
cent times and our position 
in the ukraine conflict is 
well-known,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman nasser 
Kanaani said on Tuesday.

Tehran understands 
russia’s reaction to nA-
TO’s eastward expansion 
but is in favour of a diplo-
matic and against a mili-
tary solution to the crisis, 
he said.

Kanaani explained that 
there is technological coop-
eration between russia and 
Iran, but it started long be-
fore the war in ukraine, the 
spokesman said, according 
to the IsnA news agency.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow recently. (AFP)

People watch the hearse transporting the body of late former Japa-
nese prime minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo on Tuesday. (AFP)

From 2009 onwards, the SAS conducted hundreds of raids on suspected Taliban targets to arrest key insurgency leaders and those involved in 
bomb-making networks.

People wait in a queue to collect Liquefied Petroleum Gas cylinders at 
a distribution point in Colombo on Tuesday. (AFP)



Faye Flam

T
here’s a trend for experts 
who’ve yet to test positive for 
COVID to explain their disease 
virginity on social media, detail-
ing all the steps they’ve taken 

to evade the increasingly pervasive 
virus. COVID virginity is becoming 
more special now that it describes a 
shrinking minority. The lucky few, 
like weight-loss gurus, are only too 
happy to share their secrets to suc-
cess.

some sound quite reasonable, 
such as virologist Angela rasmussen, 
who tweeted that despite resuming 
travel to scientific conferences, she’s 
remained uninfected by wearing high 
quality masks when warranted, skip-
ping the hotel gym, eating outdoors 
and walking instead of cabbing if pos-
sible.

Others are more extreme, such as 
the expert who tweeted that, among 
other measures, he sealed his N95 
tightly on his face for the entire trip 
from the U.s. to Australia. he never 
removed it even to take a sip of water.

But one piece of advice almost no 
one is giving? Be lucky. Pediatrician 
Neil stone says that there’s no “secret” 
for staying COVID-19 free because 
there’s just too much luck involved.

he has a point. And indeed, UCsF 
oncologist and epidemiologist Vinay 
Prasad told me he “did everything 
wrong” and still hasn’t had COVID. 
he’s like those people who stay skinny 
while eating all kinds of junk food.

As for me, I have some data that 
can, to an extent, quantify and explain 
my own good luck in avoiding COVID 
so far. I’m participating in a study on 
immunity which allowed me to learn 
that my blood still carries loads of an-
tibodies induced by my vaccine and 
December booster shot, and no signs 
of any prior infection. Not everyone’s 
antibodies wane at the same rate, and 
in some people, the antibodies don’t 
wane much at all. (At some point it 
should become routine to collect this 

information to help people decide 
whether to get additional booster 
shots.)

My high level of vaccine antibod-
ies probably explains my success 
more than my behavior. I make some 
effort to avoid COVID, but have been 
far from perfect. And I’ve been poten-
tially exposed at least twice: Once last 
December, when someone at a small 
holiday gathering I’d attended de-
veloped symptoms the next day, and 
more recently, when I shared a large 
indoor space with two people who lat-
er tested positive. But according to my 
lab work, I’ve never had even a silent 
infection.

It’s possible I was protected by my 
high antibodies, or that some quirk 
of air flow meant I never breathed in 
enough virus to get sick. Or perhaps 

I benefited from a different form of 
luck. There’s another facet to immu-
nity called the innate immune system, 
which acts as a first line of defense and 
sometimes knocks out a virus or other 
pathogen before it replicates enough 
to elicit the production of antibodies. 
Good innate immunity might help 
explain something many of us have 
experienced — not getting a cold or 
flu even when sleeping in the same 
bed with the sick person through the 
whole illness.

stress, diet, general health and 
even sunlight might all affect innate 
immunity. so could other factors. 
There’s so much we still don’t know 
about the immune system. And that’s 
one reason we talk about “luck.” Yes, 
people like me are lucky — but under-
standing how the luck works could 

help other people avoid COVID, 
whether for the first time or for the 
second or third time. Taking a closer 
look at what passed for luck helped 
researchers like Gary Taubes discov-
er that public health had obesity all 
wrong, and the standard high carb/
low fat diets were causing people to 
gain weight.

I expect that BA.5 will be the one 
that gets me, since it’s growing big 
here in the Us, and it’s better than any 
other variant at sliding past antibod-
ies induced by past infections or vac-
cines. But until then, I can still tell you 
how I’ve managed to stay thin.

(Faye Flam is a Bloomberg 
Opinion columnist covering sci-
ence. She is host of the “Follow 
the Science” podcast.)
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Haven’t Had COVID Yet? Maybe 
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With highly contagious new variants in circulation, anyone who hasn’t yet gotten sick can 
probably thank randomness or genetics more than behaviour
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It’s Up To Kishida To Achieve Shinzo 
Abe’s Great Unrealised Dream

Gearoid reidy

I
N the specter of shinzo Abe’s shocking 
assassination, the party to which he 
dedicated his life secured a resounding 
victory in sunday’s upper house elec-
tion.
Now Fumio Kishida, Abe’s sometimes 

rival, long-serving foreign minister and 
now successor, must use his mandate to 
secure what Abe never could: the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party’s long-held goal 
of constitutional reform.

The 75-year-old constitution, written 
by the occupying American army and for-
bidding Japan the right to possess an of-
fensive military force, has not once been al-
tered despite the best efforts of generations 
of Japanese politicians, including Abe. 
Before he was murdered on the campaign 
trail Friday, Abe was the movement’s most 
prominent voice, and lobbied to the end for 
his long-held goal.

“If Japan was invaded from overseas, 
it would be the self-Defense Forces fight-
ing at the risk of their lives. But nowhere 
are they mentioned in the constitution,” 
Abe said just days before his murder. “I am 
committed to changing that situation.”

even now, after russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine brought home the reality of the 
use of force, many dismiss the need for 
change. The self-Defense Forces, after all, 
exist even though a literal reading of the 

constitution says they should not. Cabinet 
reinterpretations of the document, most 
recently in 2015, have just about kept its 
security clauses relevant.

Kishida undoubtedly has other issues 
on his agenda. Pressure will likely increase 
on him to consider measures to contain a 
growing COVID-19 wave. he must also 
deal with rising inflation, the weak yen, re-
pairing relations with south Korea and the 
myriad questions about security Japan will 
be asking itself as a result of Abe’s death.

But the need for constitutional change 
should not be understated. The most press-
ing concern is a Ukraine-like situation; 
confusion in a crisis moment must be mini-
mized. Imagine a Chinese invasion of the 
senkakus — the islands administered by 
Japan which China also claims and regu-
larly patrols that are supposedly under the 
protection of the Japan-U.s. security Trea-
ty — at a time when a less Japan-friendly 
administration than Joe Biden’s is in the 
White house. Japan must be able to re-
spond by itself.

Indeed, there are parallels between the 
illusions of security Japan believes it has 
despite the constitution, and the confi-
dence Japan had in the safety of its society 
that may have contributed to Abe’s death.

Just as for years Japan has felt as if 
it’s a society free of violence — the type 
of place high-profile politicians can hold 
stump speeches with minimal security — it 

has also seemed to believe in a world where 
force no longer settles international dis-
putes. That first illusion was shattered by 
Abe’s death on Friday. The second surely 
ended with russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Yet Japan clings to its peace constitution in 

an increasingly hostile world.
Both ideas confuse the results of dec-

ades of good fortune for appropriate poli-
cy. The position of the self-Defense Forces 
may one day seem as flimsy as the special 
protection that was supposedly guarding 
Abe.

Unlike the late premier, Kishida has 
never been a forceful proponent of consti-
tutional change. Indeed, there is confusion 
over where he even stands on the issue. 
since becoming prime minister, Kishida’s 
rhetoric has moved toward change, but 
many speculate this was just political cover 
against Abe, who led the largest faction in 
the ruling party until his death.

It’s precisely this lack of devotion to 
the issue that makes Kishida the man who 
can do what Abe did not. Many in Japan 
were skeptical of Abe’s nationalist, even re-
visionist tendencies, but Kishida has little 
such baggage.

Fundamentally, a constitution must be 
a living document. Cabinet interpretations 
may have kept it relevant, but these days 
one doesn’t need to look too far abroad 
to see how a society can fragment when a 
dead document is exposed to reinterpreta-
tion by partisan politics. Just look at the Us 
and its inability to move forward on legis-
lation on everything from abortion to gun 
control.

The LDP has been campaigning on 
constitutional revision for decades but, 

perhaps wisely, has tended to see it as an 
idea that should not yet be put to the test. 
At some point, though, the LDP must turn 
it from a vague aspiration to an actual goal. 
Much like balancing the budget, it can’t be 
something that is always talked about and 
never acted upon, precisely the type of “all 
talk but no action” that turns people off 
politics.

Those who say Kishida’s victory in sun-
day’s elections does not constitute a man-
date may have a point. Upper house votes 
typically have a very low turnout; that 
sunday’s was not the lowest in history may 
only be due to Abe’s murder.

But Kishida now has time to lead, hav-
ing won three elections in a row — party, 
lower and upper houses since his predeces-
sor Yoshihide suga resigned last septem-
ber. Among the reasons that Abe’s death 
was so shocking was because, as a leader, 
he made the difficult decisions. From the 
sales tax hikes to the Trans Pacific Part-
nership to changes to security legislation, 
he bore the brunt of public dissatisfaction 
with unpopular but necessary moves.

Those accomplishments will resonate 
for decades, having helped set Japan on a 
better course. Kishida, whose time in pow-
er has so far been more like an extended 
audition for the role, must now start to 
make these hard calls himself. he need 
look no further than Abe’s cherished goal 
as a place to start.

IN February, according to 
her own telling, WNBA star 
and Olympic gold medal-

ist Brittney Griner did exactly 
what many of us have done at 
some point in our lives: real-
ized she had an impending trip 
for which she hadn’t packed 
and threw together a bag, for-
getting everything that was in 
there.

Thousands of Americans 
can relate to the frustrating 
experience of TsA pulling 
them aside to carefully extri-
cate a pocket knife or small 
tube of lotion or something 
equally harmless as if it were 
a nuclear warhead. The differ-
ence for Griner was that it was 
less than a gram of cannabis 
oil in some overlooked vape 
cartridges, and, to her misfor-
tune, the finders weren’t TsA 
but russian customs officers, 
who promptly took her into 
custody for illegal drug pos-
session and smuggling.

On Thursday, she pled 
guilty, an effectively forced 
plea in a country with a less 
than 1% acquittal rate in crim-
inal courts. The sordid affair 
now moves into the diplomat-
ic arena, where the Biden ad-
ministration must use what-
ever leverage it has to bring 

Griner home. The straining 
of relations owing to madman 
Vladimir Putin’s disastrous 
invasion of Ukraine surely 
makes this tougher, though 
Putin’s own weakening eco-
nomic position could prove a 
useful pressure point.

It’s worth noting that, 
had it been the TsA that had 
found the cannabis, things 
would have turned out better 
but not totally OK. While rec-
reational marijuana is legal in 
New York, where Griner took 
off from, it remains a schedule 
I controlled substance for fed-
eral purposes, and while TsA 
doesn’t actively search for can-
nabis, if found it will refer it 
to law enforcement. This is an 
anachronistic stance made all 
the more puzzling by the fact 
that President Joe Biden could 
unilaterally deschedule mari-
juana, as a group of Democrat-
ic senators smartly implored 
him to do in a recent letter.

states across the nation 
have come to understand that 
marijuana regularization is 
overwhelmingly popular and 
morally right, a boon for pub-
lic safety and racial justice. 
The Biden administration 
should take it as an opportu-
nity for a joint message.

Biden Must 
Work To Free 
Brittney Griner

Fumio Kishida.

An upper house election victory may bolster the premier’s ability to make hard calls. He should start with Japan’s military
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The Ukrainian military said 
it had started a counteroffen-
sive against Russian troops oc-
cupying parts of the southern 
Ukrainian Kherson region.

A weapons depot was 
targeted in the city of Nova 
Kakhovka starting late Mon-
day, the Ukrainian military’s 
southern command said in a 
Facebook update.

A howitzer and military 
technology were destroyed 
and Russian forces lost more 
than 50 soldiers, according to 
the Ukrainian side.

Russian state news agency 
RIA Novosti on Tuesday re-
ported at least seven were 
dead, four missing and dozens 
injured after the attack, citing 
the pro-Russian leadership in-
stalled in Nova Kakhovka.

Many people were buried 
under rubble and hundreds of 
homes were damaged, accord-
ing to the RIA Novosti report.

It was not initially possible 
to independently verify state-
ments from either side.

Russia invaded Ukraine 
in late February and Kiev has 
been mounting a defence for 
some four and a half months.

Kiev recently called on ci-
vilians to flee as it announced 
plans to recapture areas that 
had been lost to Moscow, 
particularly with the help of 
weapons supplied by Western 
nations.

Moscow says a US-sup-
plied high-mobility artillery 
rocket system (hIMARS) 
launcher was used in the 
Ukrainian attack on Nova 
Kakhovka.

This could not be immedi-
ately verified.

The arms deliveries from 
the US and other Western 
nations to Ukraine are seen 
by Russia as “an aggravation 
of the Ukrainian crisis,” ac-
cording to Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va.

She blamed the US for an 
increased risk of direct mili-
tary confrontation between 
the two nations.

“Washington and its allies 

are dangerously balancing on 
the brink of an open military 
confrontation with our coun-
try - and that means: a direct 
armed conflict between nucle-
ar powers,” Zakharova added.

British intelligence experts 
believe that, due to a lack of 
fighters on the ground, the 
Russian army may be turning 
to “non-traditional recruit-
ment” and that includes in-
mates from Russian prisons 
for the Wagner Private Mili-
tary Company.

The Wagner group is a net-
work of mercenaries, widely 
described as the private army 
of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Officially, however, the 
group does not exist.

“If true, this move likely 
indicates difficulties in replac-
ing the significant numbers of 

Russian casualties,” the Brit-
ish Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
said in its daily report on Tues-
day.

The Ukrainian secret ser-
vice has recently said that Rus-
sia was recruiting prisoners 
for paramilitary organizations 
in view of the high number of 
losses.

The men were promised 
early release after fulfilling 
their contractually agreed du-
ties, the agency said. The in-
formation, however could not 
be independently verified.

The British report added 
that Russian troops continued 
to make small incremental ter-
ritorial gains in the Donetsk 
region, with Russia claiming 
to have seized control of the 
town of hryhorivka.

“Russian forces are likely 
maintaining military pressure 
on Ukrainian forces whilst re-
grouping and reconstituting 
for further offensives in the 

near future,” it said.
In Ukraine, meanwhile, 

there is the belief that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
his Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov will be jailed once the 
war is over.

“This will undoubtedly 
happen, but the question is: 
when,” Ukrainian Justice Min-
ister Denys Maliuska said on 
Tuesday.

he said he hoped it would 
be “sooner rather than later.” 
Aggressor states should not be 
protected from prosecution, 
he added while in Prague as a 
guest of an informal meeting 
of eU justice ministers.

Such a step would also 
send a signal against possible 
imitators of Russia’s expan-
sionist policy, the politician 
said.

Ukrainian military 
reports counter-attack 
in occupied Kherson

Ukrainian serviceman keeps his position on the front line in the south of Kharkiv region, on Monday. (AFP)

In win for Russia, 
UN extends Syria 
aid deliveries by 
only six months

dpa
New York

AFTeR days of deadlock, 
the UN Security Council 
has agreed to extend the au-
thorization for cross-border 
aid deliveries to suffering 
people in Syria by only six 
months, as demanded by 
Russia.

Western countries had 
called for a one-year exten-
sion of the operation, which 
delivers badly needed hu-
manitarian aid to millions 
of people in Syria’s rebel-
held north-west.

But Russia, whose mili-
tary presence in Syria has 
been key to the survival of 
President Bashar al-Assad’s 
government, won out in a 
Security Council resolution 
adopted in New York on 
Tuesday.

In what was described 
as a compromise solution to 
break the impasse, the man-
date was granted another 
six months, with the option 
of extending it for a further 
six months. The resolution 
also calls for a special report 
on the humanitarian situa-
tion in Syria.

The mandate had ex-
pired on Sunday, after Rus-
sia used its veto power late 
last week to block Western-
backed Security Council 
resolutions to extend it by 
one year.

The aid deliveries flow 
through the Bab al-hawa 
border crossing from Tur-
key to Syria’s north-western 

Idlib region. The arrange-
ment was first established 
in 2014.

Moscow has wanted to 
close Bab al-hawa, the last 
of what were once four aid 
crossings into Syria. Those 
three crossings had been 
shut off amid Russian op-
position.

If the mandate had not 
been renewed, then UN 
aid would only have been 
able to pass through the 
Syrian government, which 
Western capitals fear would 
strengthen al-Assad’s posi-
tion in respect to his politi-
cal opponents.

Some 4.4 million people 
live in north-western Syria, 
according to UN figures. 
More than half of them are 
internally displaced and 
have been living in camps 
for years. Some 4.1 million 
people are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance.

Syria is suffering not 
only from the consequences 
of the long-running civil 
war, but also from a severe 
economic crisis. According 
to UN estimates, more than 
90% of the people live be-
low the poverty line.

The United States, 
France and Britain ab-
stained from the vote - sig-
nalling their disapproval of 
the resolution but allowing 
it to pass.

“The Security Council is 
not living up to its respon-
sibilities. France therefore 
abstained,” the French mis-
sion to the UN tweeted.

More recruits 
British intelligence experts 
believe that, due to a lack of 
fighters on the ground, the 
russian army may be turning 
to “non-traditional 
recruitment” and that includes 
inmates from russian prisons 
for the wagner Private Military 
company

dpa
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The committee i nvestigating 
the Capitol insurrection will fo-
cus for the first time this week 
on the relationship between 
people in former President 
Donald Trump’s orbit and the 
extremist groups that planned 
and orchestrated the violence 
on Jan. 6, 2021.

The hearing could be one of 
the most consequential held by 
the panel, potentially answer-
ing the long unresolved ques-
tion of whether Trump knew 

that far-right extremist groups 
such as the Proud Boys and 
Oath Keepers would storm the 
Capitol, and whether the presi-
dent was in contact through 
intermediaries with the groups’ 
leaders, who have since been 
indicted for seditious conspir-
acy.

Jamie Raskin, who will 
lead the hearing with Steph-
anie Murphy, has made clear 
the committee won’t present 
smoking-gun evidence. But 
he said the panel will show 
how the extremist groups took 
Trump’s announcement of a 

“wild” rally hours before Con-
gress met to certify the election 
results as a cue to mobilize and 
prepare to keep him in power 
through any means necessary.

Never-before-seen video of 
the hours-long riot that tem-
porarily paused certification 
of Joe Biden’s victory has been 
prominently featured during 
the committee’s first six hear-
ings. Committee Chairman 
Bennie G. Thompson blamed 
Trump for the “carnage” that 
“represented Trump’s last, 
most desperate chance to halt 
the transfer of power.” But the 

committee hasn’t yet drawn a 
direct line between Trump’s 
camp and those who caused 

the violence. 
So far the hearings have 

largely focused on the pressure 
Trump and his team put on 
state lawmakers and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence to overturn 
the election results, and on the 
Justice Department to publicly 
ratify their claims of fraud.

The names or number of 
witnesses for Tuesday’s hear-
ing will not be announced in 
advance, committee aides told 
reporters in a briefing Monday, 
citing concerns about potential 
threats and harassment.

“The committee intends 

to show the American people 
that this was not just some 
random occurrence, that these 
groups happened to show up at 
the same place as the broader 
Stop the Steal mob,” said Jon 
Lewis, a research fellow on do-
mestic violent extremism at the 
George Washington University 
Program on extremism.

“A lot of what will be dis-
tilled out by the committee 
will really just be showing the 
American people that these 
groups mobilized intention-
ally to the U.S. Capitol, at the 
behest of the president, at the 

behest of his inner circle of 
advisers and hangers-on, and 
they were there with the intent 
not just to protest, not just to 
attend a rally, not just to pro-
vide security ... (but) with the 
explicit purpose of engaging 
in a conspiracy to prevent the 
peaceful transfer of presiden-
tial power.” 

Committee aides said the 
hearing will look at ties among 
the Proud Boys, Oath Keepers 
and QAnon, along with former 
national security adviser Mi-
chael Flynn and Republican 
operative Roger Stone.

January 6 committee to link extremist groups to Trump allies

NASA space telescope delivers spectacular images
dpa

wAshiNgtoN

NASA presented the first full-
colour image from the James 
Webb space telescope on 
Monday, calling it the “deep-
est and sharpest infrared im-
age of the distant universe to 
date.” The image showing a 
cluster of galaxies is a deep 
field composite showing the 
galaxy cluster SMACS 0723 
as it appeared 4.6 billion 
years ago, the US space agen-
cy said.

US President Joe Biden 
released the image, the first 
of a set, in a preview event at 

the White house with Vice 
President Kamala harris.

The rest of the telsecope’s 
first full-colour images are 
due to be released on Tues-
day. They were selected by 
representatives of various 
space agencies involved in 
the project.

The so-called Carina Neb-
ula, a type of gas cloud locat-
ed around 7,600 light years 
away, and the WASP-96 b, a 
giant gas planet outside our 
solar system are among the 
cosmic objects that can be 
seen in the images, according 
to a NASA statement.

The publication of the 

images marks the begin-
ning of scientific work with 
the Webb, the largest and 
most powerful telescope ever 
launched into space.

The James Webb tel-
escope was launched on De-
cember 25 aboard an Ariane 
launch vehicle from the euro-
pean Space Agency’s Kourou 
spaceport in French Guiana.

Scientists hope the tel-
escope’s images will provide 
insights into the period im-
mediately after the Big Bang 
some 13.8 billion years ago.

The Webb took about 
30 years to develop and cost 
around $10 billion.

An image released by NASA on Tuesday from the James Webb Space 
Telescope (JWST) shows a landscape of “mountains” and “valleys” 
speckled with glittering stars which is actually the edge of a nearby, 
young, star-forming region called NGC 3324 in the Carina Nebula. 
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Children stand together at the “Blue camp” for Syrians displaced 
by conflict near the town of Maaret Misrin in the rebel-held 
northern part of the northwestern Idlib recently. (AFP)

US Representative Stephanie 
Murphy in Washington on 
Tuesday. (AFP)

Sentences in Paris terrorist 
trial will not be appealed

dpa
PAris

The terrorists found guilty of 
the 2015 attacks on the Bata-
clan concert hall and other 
venues in the French capi-
tal have not lodged appeals 
against the lengthy sentences 
handed down by a Paris court.

The main accused and sole 
survivor of the terrorist group, 
Salah Abdeslam, will serve 
the 30-year sentence imposed 
without the possibility of re-
duction at the end of June, the 
Paris court said on Tuesday.

his 19 co-accused were 
sentenced to between two 
years and life in prison for be-
ing accessories and will also 

serve their terms.
The Friday night attack on 

November 13, 2015, left 130 
people dead and 350 wounded 
at the Bataclan concert hall, 
outside the Stade de France 
football stadium and through 
a swathe of the centre of Paris 
within the space of a few hours.

Three suicide bombers 
blew themselves up during a 
football match between Ger-
many and France at the Stade 
de France.

The Islamic State quickly 
claimed responsibility.

Nine perpetrators were 
killed on the night of the at-
tack, either through suicide 
bombings or at the hands of 
police officers.



Air travel to get more 
expensive because of 
higher oil prices: Iata

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

THE high price of oil will re-
sult in more expensive airline 
tickets, according to Willie 
Walsh, director general of the 
International Air Transport 
Association (Iata).

Oil is the single biggest 
element of an airline’s cost 
base, Walsh said during an in-
terview with the BBC Sunday 
Morning programme.

Flying will be more expen-
sive for consumers, “without 
doubt”, he said.

“It’s inevitable that, ulti-
mately, the high oil prices will 
be passed through to consum-
ers in higher ticket prices,” 
Walsh added.

Surging oil and gas prices, 
exacerbated by Russia’s mili-
tary offensive in Ukraine and 
increased demand from econ-
omies recovering from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, have 
fed into rising global inflation.

Brent, the benchmark for 
more than two thirds of the 
world’s crude, rose to a notch 
under $140 a barrel in March. 
It has given up some gains 
since then, but is still trading 
around the $105 mark.

Inflation globally has 
risen sharply amid a steep 
rise in the prices of food and 
other commodities since the 
Ukraine conflict began in 
February.

Inflation is this year fore-
cast to reach 5.7 percent in 
advanced economies and 8.7 
percent in emerging markets 
and developing economies, 
according to the International 
Monetary Fund.

Among the many nega-
tive effects of an escalation 

of the Russia-Ukraine war on 
aviation, rising fuel costs and 
dampened demand owing to 
lowered consumer sentiment 
would be paramount, Iata 
said during its annual general 
meeting in Doha last month.

Fixing battered balance 
sheets carrying $650 billion 
in debt would be another ma-
jor challenge for airlines this 
year, the industry body said.

Airlines are expected to 
post $9.7 billion in collec-
tive losses this year, a sharp 
improvement from about 
$42 billion in losses in 2021, 
Walsh said in Doha.

Holidaymakers need to be 
prepared for the cost of flights 
to go up, Walsh told the BBC.

Many of the issues affect-

ing airlines and airports were 
caused by staffing problems 
in the wake of COVID-19. 
However, Walsh said he had 
‘no regrets’ about making 
deep cuts to British Airways’ 
headcount during the pan-
demic, when he was running 
the airline.

“People are flying in ever 
greater numbers. It is a time 
for optimism, even if there 
are still challenges on costs, 
particularly fuel, and some 
lingering restrictions in a few 
key markets,” he said during 
the Iata meeting in Doha.

Aviation was among the 
industries hardest-hit by the 
pandemic, which had a domi-
no effect on tourism, hospital-
ity and supply chains. How-

ever, the sector is making a 
gradual recovery.

While the underlying de-
mand for travel is strong, 
there is a downside risk should 
governments choose to return 
to knee-jerk, border-closing 
responses to future outbreaks, 
according to Iata.

“Governments must have 
learnt their lessons from the 
Covid-19 crisis. Border clo-
sures create economic pain 
but deliver little in terms of 
controlling the spread of the 
virus,” Walsh said.

“With high levels of popu-
lation immunity, advanced 
treatment methods and sur-
veillance procedures, the 
risks of COVID-19 can be 
managed,” he said.

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

INSTITUTE of Chartered Ac-
countants in England and 
Wales (ICAEW) and Oxford 
Economics have revised up-
ward growth forecast of the 
Middle East region for 2022 
on the back of higher in-
come for the oil-exporting 
Gulf countries from high oil                 
prices.

The latest report by the 
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants in England and 
Wales (ICAEW) and Oxford 
Economics projected 5.2 per 
cent GDP growth for the Mid-
dle East region, an increase 
of one percentage point from 
their forecast released three 
months ago.

It said non-oil growth 
also continues to show strong 
signs across the GCC and 
ICAEW’s 2022 forecast for 
GCC non-oil activity stands at 
four percent, rising from 3.4 
percent three months ago.

While many major econo-
mies are feared to slip into 
recession, the Gulf nations 
are expected to post a budget 
surplus this year as oil pric-
es have been staying above 
$100 a barrel for the past few 
months, mainly due to the 
Ukraine-Russia crisis.

“The Middle East is faced 
with an interesting dilemma. 
Geopolitical turmoil has 
brought the GCC nations to 
the international negotiating 
table to aid global oil supply 
challenges. But hiking up oil 
production counteracts the 
region’s long-term strategy of 
diversification,” ICAEW said.

The ICAEW study noted 
that the rise in oil prices has 
provided strong support to 
the macroeconomic environ-
ment across the Gulf, which 
is being used to offset the 
impact of rising inflation and 
supply chain disruptions to 
regional commodity import-
ing countries.

“The GCC economy has 
seen an impressive bounce 

back from the disruption 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic and has appeared 
steady despite global head-
winds from prolonged mar-
ket instability. Growth in the 
oil sector has largely been 
the driver of the region’s suc-
cess, although Saudi Arabia 
recently gestured its willing-
ness to help control rising oil 
prices – an indication that the 
region is concerned about the 
impact of a recession in key 
economies,” the report said.

It said inflated oil prices 
have led to improved GDP 
growth prospects in Saudi 
Arabia, where output is fore-
cast to expand by 7.1 per cent, 
compared to four per cent 
previously.

GCC to aid ME economic 
growth in 2022: Report

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

OPEC expects global oil de-
mand to rise in 2023 but at 
a slower pace than 2022, the 
producer group said in its first 
forecast for next year, citing 
still robust economic growth 
and progress in containing 
COVID-19 in China.

In a monthly report on 
Tuesday, the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) said it ex-
pects demand to rise by 2.7 
million barrels per day (bpd), 
or 2.7 percent, in 2023. It left 
this year’s growth forecast un-
changed at 3.36 million bpd.

Oil use has rebounded 
from the pandemic-induced 
slump in 2020 and is set to 
exceed 2019 levels this year. 
The outlook for 2023 suggests 
a strain on supplies could per-
sist as growth in non-OPEC 
output, which has been hit by 
Russian losses, is expected to 
lag the rise in demand.

“In 2023 expectations 

for healthy global economic 
growth amidst improvements 
in geopolitical developments, 
combined with expected im-
provements in the contain-
ment of COVID-19 in China, 
are expected to boost con-
sumption of oil,” OPEC said in 
the report.

OPEC’s demand forecast 
for 2023 is more optimistic 
than that of the International 
Energy Agency, another close-
ly watched forecaster, as well 
as initial views from OPEC 
delegates calling for a steeper 
slowdown due to high prices. 

The 2023 forecasts assume 
there will be no escalation of 
the war in Ukraine and that 
risks such as inflation do not 
take a heavy toll on global eco-
nomic growth, OPEC said.

OPEC kept this year’s 
global economic growth fore-
cast at 3.5 percent and fore-
cast growth of 3.2 percent in 
2023, adding uncertainty was 
skewed to the downside and 
upside potential “quite lim-
ited”.

Oil held on to an earlier 
decline after the report was 
released, trading below $103 
a barrel and well off the near-
record high of $139 it hit in 
March. The supply outlook for 
2023 suggests that the market 
could remain tight.

OPEC expects non-OPEC 
supply to rise by 1.7 million 
bpd, lagging demand growth 
and a slowdown from 2022. 
As a result, OPEC forecast the 
world will need 30.1 million 
bpd in 2023 from its mem-
bers to balance the market, up 
900,000 bpd from 2022.

That could be a stretch, 
since the group and allies 
including Russia, known as 
OPEC+, have been struggling 
to deliver on pledged output 
hikes in 2022 to unwind huge 
cuts made in 2020.

Spare production capacity 
in OPEC has been thinned by 
underinvestment in oilfields 
by some members. Adding to 
scepticism on this, Saudi Ara-
bia has been pumping below 
its OPEC quota despite near-

record prices. 
OPEC’s report showed 

OPEC output bucked that 
trend in June, rising by 
234,000 bpd to 28.72 million 
bpd with increases led by Sau-
di Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Even so, Saudi Arabia 
was assessed by the second-
ary sources used by OPEC as 
pumping 10.59 million bpd in 
June, below its OPEC quota. 
Saudi Arabia told OPEC it 
pumped 10.65 million bpd, 
close to the quota of 10.66 mil-
lion bpd.

The United States is ex-
pected to make the biggest 
contribution to non-OPEC 
supply next year although 
there is no acceleration ex-
pected in shale oil growth.

OPEC expects supply of 
US tight oil, another term for 
shale, to rise by 710,000 bpd 
in 2023, a slowdown from 
880,000 bpd in 2022, despite 
high prices that in previous 
years have encouraged faster 
growth.

Oil producer group OPEC expects global oil demand to rise by 2.7 million barrels per day, or 2.7 percent, in 2023 

OPEC expects global oil demand 
to rise in 2023 but at slower pace 

OPEC’s demand forecast for 2023 is more optimistic than that of the International Energy Agency, another 
closely watched forecaster, as well as initial views from OPEC delegates calling for a steeper slowdown due 
to high prices. 

International Air Transport Association Director General Willie Walsh. 

QNA
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CHINA’S auto exports sus-
tained their growth momen-
tum last month, hitting a re-
cord high and soaring 57.4 
percent year on year, industry 
data showed.

According to China’s news 
agency (Xinhua), China Asso-
ciation of Automobile Manu-
facturers said that in June, 

auto companies exported a to-
tal of 249,000 vehicles, climb-
ing 1.8 percent from a month 
earlier.

Some 198,000 passenger 
cars were exported last month, 
jumping 65.6 percent from the 
previous year, and exports of 
commercial vehicles stood at 
51,000 units, an increase of 
32.4 percent, the association 
said.

In the first half, China’s 

auto exports rose 47.1 percent 
year on year to nearly 1.22 mil-
lion units.

New energy vehicles have 
become a bright spot of Chi-
na’s auto exports, with some 
Chinese brands entering the 
markets of developed coun-
tries such as many in Europe, 
with growing global recog-
nition and increasing com-
petitiveness, the association 
noted.

China’s auto exports grow 57.4% 

Gulf nations are expected to post a budget surplus this year as oil 
prices have been staying above $100 a barrel for the past few months.
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London’s Heathrow Airport 
caps daily passenger numbers

Agencies

London’s Heathrow Airport 
is capping daily passenger 
numbers for the summer and 
telling airlines to stop selling 
tickets as it steps up efforts 
to quell travel chaos caused 
by soaring travel demand and 
staff shortages.

Britain’s busiest airport 
said Tuesday that it’s setting 
a limit of 100,000 passengers 
that it can handle each day 
through sept. 11. 

The restriction is likely 
to result in more canceled 
flights even after airlines al-
ready slashed thousands of 
flights from their summer 
schedules.

U.K. aviation authorities 
demanded that airlines ensure 
they can operate without dis-
ruption over the summer, with 
carriers not punished for not 
using their valuable takeoff 
and landing slots.

Even with that allowance, 

Heathrow, which had warned 
a day earlier that it may ask 
airlines to cut flights further, 
said it still expected more pas-
sengers than airport ground 
staff could handle.

“some airlines have taken 
significant action, but others 
have not, and we believe that 
further action is needed now 
to ensure passengers have 
a safe and reliable journey,” 
Heathrow CEo John Holland-
Kaye said in an open letter to 
passengers.

Airlines are expected to 
operate flights over the sum-
mer with an overall daily ca-
pacity of 104,000 seats, or 
4,000 more than Heathrow 
can handle, the airport said. 
only about 1,500 of these dai-
ly seats have been sold to pas-
sengers.

“so we are asking our air-
line partners to stop selling 
summer tickets to limit the 
impact on passengers,” Hol-
land-Kaye said.

Agencies

U.s. Treasury secretary 
Janet Yellen and Japan’s 
finance minister agreed 
Tuesday to cooperate in 
dealing with challenges 
from the war in Ukraine 
and promoting free trade, 
sustainable energy and food 
security.

Yellen was visiting To-
kyo on Tuesday for talks 
ahead of a meeting of the 
Group of 20′s financial lead-
ers on the Indonesian island 
of Bali later in the week.

Before beginning her 
meeting with Finance Min-
ister shunichi suzuki, she 
stressed the importance of 
effective sanctions against 
Russia for its invasion of 
Ukraine and said she hoped 
to gain the support of Japan 
and other nations in seek-
ing a price cap on Russian 
oil that would limit funding 
going to Moscow’s military.

“our governments have 
common viewpoints and in-
terests on many of the most 
pressing priorities affecting 
our national interests as 
well as global stability and 
prosperity. And when we 
work together, we are each 
more effective,” she said.

suzuki welcomed Yellen, 
saying: “At this time, when 
the international commu-
nity faces so many chal-
lenges, it is more important 
than ever for the U.s. and 
Japan to work together.” A 
joint statement issued Tues-
day after the talks pledged 
support for Ukraine in cop-
ing with its economic chal-
lenges. It also said both 
sides had welcomed efforts 
to pursue price caps “where 
appropriate.” A price cap 
would be aimed at curb-
ing the war’s impact on gas 
and energy prices. Japan, 
which imports almost all its 
oil, has suffered an energy 
crunch recently partly be-
cause of the war in Ukraine 

and a weakening of the yen 
against the U.s. dollar.

The U.s. Federal Re-
serve’s moves to curb infla-
tion hovering at a four-dec-
ade high by raising interest 
rates have helped pushed 
the U.s. dollar higher 
against many currencies. 
That includes the euro and 
the Japanese yen. With the 
yen trading at 20-year lows, 
Japan has seen costs sky-
rocket for many imports, 
including oil, gas and coal.

The statement from the 
Treasury department said 
Japan and the U.s. will also 
“consult closely on exchange 
markets and cooperate as 
appropriate on currency is-
sues.” The talks Tuesday 
had scant immediate impact 
on exchange rates, with the 
dollar gaining to 137.25 yen 
from 136.10 yen.

Yellen is making her first 
visit to Asia as treasury sec-
retary. she was chair of the 
U.s. Federal Reserve from 
2014-2018.

on Monday, she at-
tended the wake for former 
Prime Minister shinzo Abe, 
who was assassinated on 
Friday. Abe, the nation’s 
longest serving prime min-
ister, was shot Friday by a 
man who emerged from a 
crowd, firing a homemade 
weapon.

Yellen, sitting across 
from a table from suzuki, 
offered her condolences, 
saying Abe had left a lega-
cy of “revitalizing Japan’s 
economy and leadership 
position.” In their state-
ment, Japan and the U.s. 
expressed support for a new 
World Bank fund to help fi-
nance pandemic prevention 
and urged other creditor na-
tions, such as China, to help 
countries like crisis stricken 
sri Lanka deal with their 
debt problems.

After the G-20 meetings, 
Yellen is due to visit south 
Korea.

US, Japan vow joint 
efforts on Ukraine, 
trade, food crisis

Agencies

THE euro rebounded on Tues-
day after earlier sliding to a 
20-year low and effectively 
reaching parity against the 
U.s. dollar as investors wor-
ried that an energy crisis in 
the region will tip the economy 
into recession.

The single currency 
reached $1.00005 against the 
greenback, the lowest since 
dec. 2002, after data showed 
that German investor senti-
ment plunged below levels at 

the outset of the coronavirus 
pandemic in July due to energy 
concerns, supply bottlenecks 
and rate hikes from the Euro-
pean Central Bank.

“For all intents and pur-
poses, it effectively reached 
parity,” said Mazen Issa, sen-
ior FX strategist at Td securi-
ties in new York.

“It seems like it’s a very 
gloomy outlook for the euro…. 
a sub-parity paradigm is very 
much in the cards,” Issa said, 
adding that the single currency 
could drop to the $0.85-$0.90 

area against the greenback.
The dollar is benefiting 

from expectations that the 
Federal Reserve has more 
room to hike rates than peers, 
which are facing more chal-
lenging growth outlooks.

Concerns that Europe 
could fall into a recession 
have increased since the big-
gest single pipeline carrying 
Russian gas to Germany, the 
nord stream 1 pipeline, began 
annual maintenance on Mon-
day. Governments, markets 
and companies are worried the 
shutdown might be extended 
because of the war in Ukraine.

The single currency was 
last $1.0050, after bouncing 
from the $1 level, which some 
analysts attributed to technical 

factors relating to options ac-
tivity and short-covering.

neil Jones, head of curren-
cy sales at Mizuho, said mar-
kets had been ‘short’ on the 
euro in anticipation of a break 
below parity, but “we didn’t 
get it and now these shorts are 
buying back into the early new 
York market.”

A possible catalyst that 
could push the euro back lower 
could be highly anticipated 
inflation data on Wednesday, 
which is expected to show that 
U.s. consumer prices rose by 
an annual rate of 8.8% in June. 

“We may have to wait for 
U.s. CPI...or a clearer picture 
for European energy markets 
once planned maintenance in 
nord stream comes close to 

finalising for euro-dollar to 
break the (parity) threshold,” 
said simon Harvey, head of FX 
at Monex Europe.

Meanwhile the Australian 
dollar rebounded from a two-
year low, after being hurt by 
global growth concerns as Chi-
na implements new CoVId-19 
curbs.

The Aussie was last up 
0.22% at $0.6752, after earlier 
falling to $0.6712, the lowest 
since June 2020.

The U.s. dollar fell 0.55% 
against the Japanese yen to 
137.33, after hitting 137.73 on 
Monday, the strongest level in 
24 years.

In the cryptocurrency mar-
ket bitcoin dipped 0.46% to 
$19,858.

Euro bounces after reaching 
brink of parity with US dollar

The single currency reached $1.00005 against the greenback, the lowest since Dec. 2002, after data showed that German investor sentiment plunged below levels.

Agencies

FInAnCIAL regulators in cen-
tral China’s Henan and An-
hui provinces have promised 
to give some bank customers 
some of their deposits back 
after a protest over their fro-
zen accounts sunday turned 
violent.

In statements issued late 
Monday, officials said custom-
ers with deposits of 50,000 
yuan (about $7,400) or less 
would be reimbursed. They 
said others with larger bank 
balances would get their mon-
ey back at a later, unspecified 
date.

The bank protests drew 
wide attention because angry 
depositors who tried to go to 
Zhengzhou in Henan to try 
to get their money back from 
the six financially troubled ru-
ral banks were stopped from 
traveling by a health app on 
their cellphones. on sun-
day, they staged their largest 
protest yet, which police and 
plainclothes security broke up 
with force.

The protesters are among 
thousands of customers who 
opened accounts at the banks 
in Henan and neighboring An-
hui province that offered rela-
tively high interest rates. They 

later found they could not 
make withdrawals after media 
reports that the head of the 
banks’ parent company was 
wanted for financial crimes.

The announcement by 
regulators was received with 
skepticism by customers who 
have been organizing protests 
online and offline since April 
to try to get their money back.

“This does not actually 
solve the problem,” said Xu 
Zhihao, a bank customer who 
didn’t take part in the protest 
sunday. The People’s Bank of 
China, the country’s central 
bank, guarantees deposits of 
customers up to 500,000 yuan 

($74,000), but that won’t be 
enough to cover some peo-
ples’ losses. one protester, 
who gave only her last name, 
ding, said she and her mother 
had 800,000 yuan ($119,000) 
in savings deposits at multiple 
banks.

“They made this an-
nouncement because we put 
our lives on the line. This less 
than 50,000 yuan isn’t what 
we are owed. It’s more a pay-
ment to keep social stability,” 
said ding, who declined to 
give her full name out of fear 
of reprisal. she said and her 
husband were hit by plain-
clothes security staff during a 

protest sunday, when several 
people were injured. Multiple 
protesters told the AP that 
some people were hospitalized 
after being hurt when police 
and plainclothes security offic-
ers used force to disperse the 
protesters, though most of the 
injuries were scrapes or cuts.

The bank customers 
started their accounts online 
through financial platforms 
such as Jd digits, which is 
owned by e-commerce gi-
ant Jd.com, drawn by offers 
of higher interest rates, such 
as five-year fixed deposit ac-
counts paying an interest rate 
of just over 4%.

China bank customers to get deposits back after protests

People hold banners and chant slogans stage a protest at the en-
trance to a branch of China’s central bank in Zhengzhou in central 
China’s Henan Province on July 10, 2022. 

The dollar is benefiting from expectations 
that the Federal Reserve has more room 
to hike rates than peers

Croatia clears final hurdle to adopting the euro next year
Agencies

THE European Union on 
Tuesday removed the final ob-
stacles to Croatia adopting the 
euro, enabling the first expan-
sion of the currency bloc in al-
most a decade as the exchange 
rate fell to its weakest level 
against the dollar in 20 years.

EU finance ministers ap-
proved three laws that pave 
the way for Croatia to become 
the 20th member of the eu-
rozone on Jan. 1. The last EU 
country to join the European 
single-currency area was Lith-
uania in 2015.

“It’s a big day for Croatia, I 
dare say historic,” Croatian Fi-
nance Minister Zdravko Maric 
told reporters in Brussels.

Adopting the euro offers 
economic benefits stemming 
from deeper financial ties 
with the currency bloc’s other 
members and the European 
Central Bank’s monetary au-
thority.

More tangibly, it means 

that any of the current euro-
zone’s 340 million inhabitants 
who visit Croatia will no long-
er need to exchange their cash 
for Croatian kuna.

Euro entry also has po-
litical rewards because the 
shared currency is Europe’s 
most ambitious project to in-
tegrate nations, giving them 
a place in the EU core. That 
means a seat at the EU’s top 
decision-making tables.

Croatia’s accession to the 
monetary bloc is “an impor-
tant moment for the European 
Union” and “confirms that the 
euro is an attractive, resilient 
and successful global cur-
rency,” EU Commission Ex-
ecutive Vice-President Valdis 
dombrovskis said.

However, the euro’s ex-
change rate very briefly 
touched $1 for the first time 
in two decades Tuesday before 
immediately going back up. 
A worsening energy crisis in 
Europe tied to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine has stoked fears of the 

economy going into a tailspin.
“The crucial factor for a 

possible adverse scenario is 
exactly the supply of energy,” 
European Economy Commis-
sioner Paolo Gentiloni said. 
“This risk did not diminish in 
the weeks that we have behind 
us. It’s still there and increas-
ing.” While political elites in 

Croatia view euro membership 
as a success, citizens who are 
already coping with double-
digit inflation are concerned 
that the introduction of the 
European single currency will 
cause further price increases.

“They are constantly com-
forting us on the radio that 
prices will be fine, but I don’t 

believe it,” Zagreb resident 
Visnja Gacic said. “I have a 
friend in slovenia, and when 
they introduced the euro, 
prices went sky-high.” In May, 
inflation in Croatia reached a 
14-year high of 10.8%. In the 
eurozone, it was a record 8.6% 
in June, with the ECB plan-
ning to raise interest rates for 
the first time in 11 years this 
month to combat soaring con-
sumer prices.

Created in 1999 among 11 
countries including Germa-
ny and France, the euro has 
gone through seven previous 
enlargements starting with 
Greece in 2001.

The appeal of euro mem-
bership is reflected by the 
last three expansions, which 
brought in Baltic states be-
tween 2011 and 2015. during 
that period, the eurozone was 
scrambling to contain a debt 
crisis that Greece had trig-
gered and that was threaten-
ing to break apart the currency 
alliance.

A customer pays using Croatian Kunas at the vegetable market in 
downtown Zagreb, Croatia.
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What happens next in the  
Musk-Twitter saga?

Tesla CEO Elon Musk and Twitter are 
bracing for a legal fight after the bil-
lionaire said Friday he was abandon-

ing his $44 billion bid for the social media 
company.

Twitter is vowing to challenge Musk 
in court to uphold the agreement. Shares 
of Twitter slid more than 11% on Monday. 
Here’s a look at what could happen next.

Why is Musk backing out? 
There are a lot of reasons why Musk 

might have had second thoughts. But he al-
leged Friday that Twitter has failed to pro-
vide enough information about the number 
of fake accounts it has.

Twitter said last month that it was mak-
ing available to Musk a “firehose” of public 
raw data on hundreds of millions of daily 
tweets. But Musk’s lawyers have argued 
that the company was providing Musk with 
sometimes “incomplete or unusable infor-
mation” and less data than it offers some of 
its big customers.

Twitter said last week it uses a mix of 
public and private data to determine the 
amount of spam. Private user data isn’t 
available publicly and thus isn’t in the data 
“firehose” that it gave Musk. That would in-
clude IP addresses, phone numbers and lo-
cation. Twitter said such private data helps 
avoid misidentifying real accounts as spam.

Twitter has said for years in regula-
tory filings that it believes about 5% of the 
accounts on the platform are fake. But on 
Monday Musk continued to taunt the com-
pany, using Twitter, over what he has de-
scribed as a lack of data.

What is Twitter’s response? 
Twitter declared its intent to sue Musk. 

The company could have pushed for a $1 
billion breakup fee that Musk agreed to pay 
under these circumstances. Instead, it looks 
ready to fight to complete the purchase, 
which the company’s board has approved 
and CEO Parag Agrawal has insisted he 
wants to consummate.

The chair of Twitter’s board, Bret Taylor, 
tweeted Friday that the board is “committed 
to closing the transaction on the price and 
terms agreed upon” with Musk and “plans 
to pursue legal action to enforce the merger 
agreement. We are confident we will prevail 
in the Delaware Court of Chancery.”

The trial court in Delaware frequently 
handles business disputes among the many 
corporations, including Twitter, that are in-
corporated there.

Who’s going to win? 
It’s almost impossible to predict the out-

come of any protracted legal battle. But law 
and business experts believe Twitter likely 

has the stronger case.
Morningstar analyst Ali Mogharabi not-

ed that Twitter has described its estimate of 
fake and spam accounts for years in regula-
tory filings while explicitly noting that the 
number might not be accurate given the use 
of data samples and interpretation.

Given current market conditions, 
Mogharabi said, Twitter may also have a 
solid argument that the layoffs and firings 
of the past weeks represent “an ordinary 
course of business.”

“Many technology firms have begun to 
control costs by reducing headcount and/or 
delaying adding employees,” he said. “The 
resignations of Twitter employees cannot 
with certainty be attributed to any change in 
how Twitter has operated since Musk’s offer 
was accepted by the board and sharehold-

ers.”
The case could also end in a settlement, 

for instance with the two sides negotiating 
a lower price. If Musk wins, there’s also the 
question of the $1 billion breakup fee. He 
can certainly afford it, but will he want to 
pay?

What happens to Twitter now? 
The Musk saga has been, to put it mildly, 

a distraction for Twitter’s workers, execu-
tives and even users. Some employees have 
quit, while others were laid off or fired. Job 
offers have been rescinded and discretion-
ary spending curtailed.

“For Twitter this fiasco is a nightmare 
scenario,” Wedbush analyst Dan Ives, who 
follows the company, wrote Monday. He 
said the result would be “an Everest-like up-

hill climb for Parag & Co.” given concerns 
over employee morale and retention, adver-
tiser concerns and other challenges.”

Twitter itself is unlikely to go anywhere 
regardless of whether or not it changes 
hands. But if the turmoil continues it could 
scare away advertisers. If too many engi-
neers and other employees leave, the plat-
form’s quality could suffer as well.

“The one bright spot is that if (Twitter) is 
ultimately victorious in the courts, it could 
potentially take north of the $1B in break-
up fees that Musk could have to pay,” said 
CFRA Analyst Angelo Zino.

If he loses, will Musk comply? 
Even if Musk loses the court case, some 

observers wonder if the world’s richest man 
will abide by the outcome. That’s in part 

based on his antagonistic approach to unfa-
vorable actions from the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission over Musk’s tweets 
claiming he had the funding to take Tesla 
private in 2018.

That led to a securities fraud settlement 
with the SEC requiring that his tweets be 
approved by a Tesla attorney before being 
published. But the SEC later investigated 
whether the Tesla CEO violated the settle-
ment with tweets last November asking 
Twitter followers if he should sell 10% of his 
Tesla stock.

Musk had argued that the agency can’t 
take action about his tweets without court 
authorization. This time, however, he could 
very well face an actual court order to pay 
the $1 billion breakup fee — or to finish the 
acquisition even if he doesn’t want to.

The logo for Twitter appears above a trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Nov. 29, 2021. Twitter’s stock slid more than 6% before the market open Monday, July 11, 2022, after bil-
lionaire Elon Musk announced late Friday that he will abandon his $44 billion offer to buy Twitter and the company said it will sue the Tesla CEO to uphold the deal.

Agencies

AMAZON is heading into its 
annual Prime Day sales event 
on Tuesday much differently 
than how it entered the pan-
demic.

The company has long 
used the two-day event — one 
of its biggest all year — to lure 
people to its Prime member-
ship, for which Amazon re-
cently raised the price to $139 
a year from $119 a year.

Amazon doesn’t disclose 
total Prime Day sales, though 
research firm Insider Intel-
ligence suggests sales could 
climb to about $7.76 billion 
in the U.S. alone — or 16.8% 
over last year -- in part be-
cause of the event’s mid-July 
timing, which compared to 
last year’s June date would 
allow the company to capture 
more consumers doing back-
to-school shopping.

Amazon could use the 
boost amid a slowdown in 
overall online sales. Once the 
darling of the pandemic econ-
omy, the company posted a 
rare quarterly loss in April 
as well as its slowest rate of 
revenue growth in nearly two 
decades — at 7%. Inflation 
had added roughly $2 billion 
in costs.

Amazon also acknowl-
edged it had too many work-
ers and expects its excess 
capacity from its massive 
warehouse expansion during 
the pandemic to total $10 bil-

lion in extra costs for the first 
half of this year.

“It’s causing pain at the 
moment, and that pain is con-
siderable,” said Neil Saun-
ders, the managing director 
of GlobalData Retail.

It’s quite a reversal from 
the early days of the pan-
demic when the e-commerce 
giant’s profits soared as 
homebound shoppers turned 
to online shopping to avoid 
contracting the coronavirus. 
The demand was so high 
that Amazon nearly doubled 
its workforce in the last two 
years to more than 1.6 million 
people.

It also increased its ware-
house capacity to match the 
avalanche of orders flooding 
its site. By the end of 2021, 
Amazon had leased and 
owned roughly 387.1 million 
square feet of space for its 
warehouses and data centers 
— more than double what it 
reported in 2019.

Then, the worst of the 
pandemic eased. Americans 
felt more comfortable leav-
ing their homes, and demand 
also slowed across the board. 
The retail sector’s online sales 
growth in the U.S., which 
spiked to 36.4% in 2020, 
returned to more normal 
growth in 2021 and 2022, 
clocking in at 17.8% and 9.4% 
respectively, according to In-
sider Intelligence.

Retail sales figures for 
June, due to be released Fri-

day, will shed more light on 
how e-commerce is faring. 
The most recent figures from 
May showed online sales fall-
ing 1% while overall retail 
sales declined 0.3% from 
April amid skyrocketing in-
flation.

“This is a period of time 
when consumers are being 
much more frugal thinking 
about how they’re spend-
ing and buying,” said David 
Niekerk, a former Amazon 
vice president of human re-
sources who oversaw op-

erations. “That’s having an 
impact on Amazon.” Brian 
Olsavsky, the company’s 
chief financial officer, has 
said many of Amazon’s ware-
house expansion decisions 
were made as far back as two 
years ago, limiting what the 
company can do to adjust 
midyear. That said, Amazon 
will spend less on warehouse 
projects this year compared 
to last, and transportation 
investments will be flat to 
slightly down.

Saunders said the excess 

capacity is likely to be a short-
term problem for Amazon, 
which he points out has con-
tinued to take steps to grow 
its retail business and draw 
more sellers to its service. In 
April, it announced it will ex-
tend the benefits of a Prime 
subscription to online stores 
beyond its own site, a move 
that will allow merchants to 
tap into the company’s vast 
fulfillment and delivery net-
works.

To fix its warehousing 
woes, CEO Andy Jassy said 

in May the company was go-
ing to let some of its leases 
expire and defer construction 
on others. Amazon is also 
subleasing warehouses to cut 
costs.

Preliminary data from 
the real estate marketplace 
provider Costar Group sug-
gests the company is dispro-
portionately shutting down 
its smaller facilities, which 
tend to have fewer loading 
docks and parking and are 
less efficient to operate, said 
Adrian Ponsen, Costar’s U.S. 
director of Industrial Analyt-
ics.

Still, closures are already 
creating issues. A handful of 
workers at an Amazon deliv-
ery station in Bellmawr, New 
Jersey recently walked off 
the job to protest transfers to 
other sites after Amazon de-
cided to shutter the facility.

Paul Blundell, an Amazon 
worker who led the walkout, 
said some workers wanted 
to transfer to nearby facili-
ties after being asked to go to 
sites as far as 20 miles away. 
They also wanted a $1 hour-
ly raise to make up for the 
disruption. Meanwhile, the 
company says employees are 
being given the opportunity 
to transfer to other sites with 
better perks.

Amazon signaled its oth-
er problem — overstaffing 
— emerged after onboarding 
new hires to fill in for work-
ers who were sick when the 

omicron variant swept the 
nation last year. But when 
the sick workers returned, 
Amazon had too many peo-
ple, adding roughly $2 billion 
in costs. That’s a far cry from 
last year, when the company 
boosted pay to $18 to attract 
hourly workers in a tight la-
bor market.

The issue might be solved 
naturally by the company’s 
high attrition rate. Saunders 
said Amazon is also likely to 
find use for the excess labor 
as the holidays approach, 
and might be able to rein in 
the problem by not hiring 
new workers in locations 
where they’re overstaffed.

However it happens, ana-
lysts are closely watching how 
Jassy will attempt to right 
the ship. A few weeks ago, 
he tapped Doug Herrington, 
a 17-year Amazon veteran, to 
replace Dave Clark, the for-
mer head of Amazon’s retail 
business who unexpectedly 
resigned last month after 23 
years at the company.

Amazon stock has tum-
bled this year, dropping 
roughly 39% year-to-date. 
And Jassy is under the gun 
to bring back profitability, 
Nieker said.

“He made a commitment 
to shareholders and others 
that he’s going to really focus 
now on getting back to profit-
ability in the company,” Niek-
er said. “And a big part of that 
is the consumer business.”

Amazon Prime Day comes amid slowdown in online sales growth

An Amazon Prime truck passes by a sign outside an Amazon fulfillment center on Staten Island, New 
York, on March 19, 2020. Amazon is heading into its annual Prime Day sales event on Tuesday, July 12, 
2022, much differently than how it entered the pandemic.
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ON the face of it, it 
seemed like another 
shock victory for Italy. 

But on reflection, the Azzurri’s 
triumph in the men’s 4x100m 
was a fitting end to the na-
tion’s athletics campaign at 
the Tokyo Olympic Games.

By that point, Italy had 
already secured four athletics 
gold medals, courtesy of Mar-
cell Jacobs in the 100m, Gi-
anmarco Tamberi in the high 
jump, and Massimo Stano and 
Antonella Palmisano in the 
men’s and women’s 20km race 
walks.

So by the time Italian 
4x100m anchor leg runner 
Filippo Tortu crossed the fin-
ish line in first place, there was 
more a sense of déjà vu than 
one of complete surprise.

“I couldn’t believe it had 
really happened,” said Tortu, 
the fourth and final athlete in 
the Italian running order af-
ter Lorenzo Patta, Jacobs and 
Eseosa Desalu. 

“After crossing the finish 
line, I asked my teammate 
Lorenzo if we had really won 
the gold medal. It was crazy.

“I thought I would run out 
of tears,” he added. “I wasn’t 
able to sleep that night after 
the race.”

The team’s winning time 
of 37.50 tied the Japanese all-
comers’ record that had been 
set by the USA at the 1991 
World Championships in To-
kyo. It also meant that Italy 
moved to fifth on the world all-
time list behind Jamaica, USA, 
Great Britain and Japan.

“What made the difference 
was our team spirit,” said De-
salu. “We always believed that 
we could win the gold medal. 
We are a great group and we 
have worked a lot together.”

Lead leg runner Patta was 
the youngest member of the 
team, but he says his inexperi-
ence worked in his favour.

“There were no spectators 
in Tokyo and this helped me, 
because I’m not used to com-
peting in front of big crowd,” 
said the 21-year-old. “I was 
so focused on making a good 
start and handing over the ba-
ton to Marcell Jacobs, and it 
could not have gone better.”

Jacobs, who had won the 
Olympic 100m title five days 
prior, ran a storming second 
leg on the back straight to earn 
his second gold of the Games.

“I never would have ex-
pected to win two Olym-
pic gold medals before the 
Games,” said Jacobs. “But be-
fore stepping on the track we 
looked at each other and we 
realised that we could achieve 
a great result.

“We were determined to 
win a medal and we believed 
in ourselves.”

Tortu, who held off a 
strong challenge from Great 
Britain on the anchor leg in 
Tokyo, says it was very much 
a team effort – beyond even 
the four men who carried the 
baton for Italy that day.

“It’s difficult to talk about 
just me because the relay is 
run in four,” he said. “We also 

owe a lot of thanks to Filippo 
Di Mulo and Giorgio Frinolli, 
the national sprint coaches, 
who have trained us over the 
past few years, along with Da-
vide Manenti and Wanderson 
Polanco, who did not run in 
Tokyo but were part of the re-
lay team.

“But we have to put Tokyo’s 
legendary moments behind us; 
it’s important to confirm that 
Tokyo wasn’t a one-off. We all 
share the desire to improve in-
dividually – we are a very com-
petitive group, and because the 
level of Italian sprinting has 
risen a lot, everyone wants a 
spot on the relay.”

History repeating
IN the aftermath of Italy’s 
relay triumph, much of the 
focus was understandably on 
Jacobs, the individual 100m 
champion. His 2022 campaign 
started well as he put together 
an unbeaten indoor season 
which peaked with 60m vic-
tory at the World Athletics In-
door Championships Belgrade 
22. He broke the European 
record with 6.41 and defeated 
defending champion Christian 
Coleman, the US sprinter who 

also won the world 100m title 
in 2019. 

But Jacobs’ outdoor season 
has been a different story. Nig-
gling injury problems meant 
he was forced to postpone 
the start of his season. It then 
got off to a promising start on 
18 May in Savona, where he 
clocked a wind-assisted 9.99.

A few more race withdraw-
als followed, but Jacobs re-
turned to action at the Italian 
Championships in late June, 
winning in 10.12 (-0.9m/s). 
He hasn’t raced since then, 
but he is cautiously optimistic 
that his body will hold up for 
the World Athletics Champi-
onships Oregon22.

Whether he’ll be able to re-
produce the kind of form that 
carried him to three global ti-
tles over the past 12 months is 
another matter entirely, but he 
no longer feels the pressure to 
prove himself. 

His triumph in Belgrade 
went a long way to doing that, 
he says. “I showed (with his 
world indoor 60m win) that 
my Olympic gold was not a 
fluke,” says Jacobs. “It was 
very important to show that 
my win in Tokyo was the result 

of years of dedication.
“It’s crazy to become the 

successor of Usain Bolt as 
Olympic 100m champion. I 
grew up watching all his races. 
It was my childhood dream to 
win the Olympic Games.

“I hope to win more med-
als in the 100m and 4x100m at 
the World Championships and 
European Championships, but I 
know now that I will be the ath-
lete people are chasing,” he says. 
“My rivals want to beat me.”

Indeed, Jacobs was pushed 
all the way at the Italian 
Championships, where former 
hurdler Chituru Ali finished 
just 0.04 adrift in 10.16, close 
to the 10.15 PB he set one week 
prior. Ali’s improved form has 
earned him a spot on Italy’s 
4x100m squad.

Tokyo lead leg runner Pat-
ta, who has a best this year of 
10.19, has been named on Ita-
ly’s 4x100m team along with 
Jacobs and Ali. It’s not clear 
whether Desalu and Tortu will 
be drafted into relay duties in 
Oregon, but both men have 
been selected for the 200m 
and so will be in Eugene ready 
to run if need be.

 (worldathletics.org)

Italian 4x100m team out to show 
Tokyo triumph wasn’t a one-off

ERIK ten Hag enjoyed a win-
ning start as Manchester Unit-
ed manager as three first-half 
goals set up his side for an 
impressive 4-0 success over 
rivals Liverpool in Bangkok, 
reports BBC.com.

Jadon Sancho opened the 
scoring before Fred and An-
thony Martial increased Unit-
ed’s lead against a Liverpool 
side that made 21 changes 
across the 90 minutes, includ-
ing half-hour cameos for new 
signings Darwin Nunez and 
Fabio Carvalho.

Young Uruguayan Fa-
cundo Pellistri added a fourth 

near the end as, in front of 
over 50,000 enthusiastic sup-
porters in the Thai capital, 
Liverpool were made to pay 
for a combination of their prof-
ligacy at one end and defen-
sive errors at the other.

It is, of course, only the 
start of pre-season, with some 
Liverpool players literally re-
turning from holiday in the 
hours before Saturday’s tour 
departure.

Of the starting line-ups, 
United’s also contained far 
more players expected to be 
involved on the opening Pre-
mier League weekend.

The Qatar beach handball team defeated New Zealand 2-0 in their first match in Group A of the 11th World Games being held in Birmingham, USA, and will continue until July 17. 
Qatar won the first half 18-12, before continuing their superiority in the second half 22-6. Qatar will play their second match against Croatia. Seven teams are participating in the 
beach handball tournament at the World Games, divided into two groups. The first group includes Qatar, New Zealand and Croatia, while the second group has Brazil, the United 
States of America, Argentina and Puerto Rico. The current participation of the Qatari team is their third in the World Games, having participated in the 2013 edition in Colombia 
and finished fourth, and the 2017 edition that was held in Poland where Qatar won the bronze medal. (QNA) 

Manchester United 
thrash Liverpool in 
Thailand friendly

OLYMPIC champion Steven Gardiner of the Bahamas will not defend his title in the 400-metres at the world athletics championships which begin this week in Eugene due to 
injury, he said late Monday. “Instead of putting on my spikes I’ve been advised to put on a walking boot due to a UTE Tendon Inflammation,” the 26-year-old said on social me-
dia. “Unfortunately there will be no Eugene ‘22 for me! Devastated by the news but I’m thankful for all the blessings in my career so far.” Kenyan marathon Olympic champion 
Peres Jepchirchir is also out of the event in the US with a hip problem. (DPA)

Injured Olympic champion Gardiner out of athletics worlds

 Quick read

Qatar beach handball beats New Zealand in opener at World Games in USA
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Italy’s 4x100m relay winning team at the Tokyo Olympics in Japan. The team would look for an encore at the World Athletics Championships 
2022 in Eugene, Oregon, USA, which begins July 15 and runs until July 24.

Doha swim worlds in February 
ahead of 2024 Olympic Games

DPA

THE 2024 world aquatics 
championships in Doha will 
be held in early February to 
give time ahead of the Paris 
Olympic Games later in the 
year, the governing FINA said 
on Tuesday.

Bringing the champion-
ships forward from its usual 
summer slot also means ath-
letes can use the event in Qatar 

to qualify for the Games.
Doha was originally due 

to hold the worlds in 2023 
but the coronavirus pandemic 
prompted a delay as Japan’s 
Fukuoka, first intended to host 
in 2022, postponed their event 
by a year.

Budapest stepped in at 
short-notice to host this year.

The Doha world champi-
onships will take place Febru-
ary 2-18, 2024.

WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS OREGON 22

Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah (R) and Manchester 
United’s Brazilian defender Alex Telles (C) battle for the ball the  
exhibition football match between English Premier League teams 
Manchester United and Liverpool FC at Rajamangala National  
Stadium in Bangkok on Tuesday. (AFP)

Fans wearing rainy weather gear watch the exhibition football match be-
tween English Premier League teams Manchester United and Liverpool 
FC at Rajamangala National Stadium in Bangkok on Tuesday. (AFP)



Sports10 Wednesday, July 13, 2022

US golfer Tiger Woods practices his chipping on the 17th hole during 
a practice round for The 150th British Open Golf Championship on 
The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Tuesday. (AFP) 

Fitzpatrick to partner Woods for  
first two rounds of 150th Open

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

US Open champion Matt 
Fitzpatrick will partner Tiger 
Woods for the first two rounds 
of the 150th Open Champion-
ship at St Andrews.

Fitzpatrick won his first 
major title at Brookline last 
month, with Woods opting 
not to play to ensure he would 
be able to compete at the Old 
Course, scene of two of his 
three Open victories in 2000 
and 2005.

The 15-time major winner 
suffered severe leg injuries in 
a car accident in February last 
year, but returned to top-flight 
action in April’s Masters and 
remarkably played all four 
rounds at Augusta National.

Woods also made the cut in 
the US PGA Championship at 
Southern Hills in May, but was 
clearly in pain and withdrew 
following a third round of 79.

Woods, Fitzpatrick and 

American Max Homa will tee 
off at 2.59 pm (1359 GMT) on 
Thursday, with 2017 champi-

on Jordan Spieth, former US 
Open winner Jon Rahm and 
American Harold Varner in 

the following group.
Defending champion Col-

lin Morikawa, 2014 winner 

Rory McIlroy and Scottish 
Open winner Xander Schauf-
fele will get under way at 9.58 
am, followed 11 minutes later 
by 2019 winner Shane Lowry, 
US PGA champion Justin 
Thomas and Norway’s Viktor 
Hovland.

Ryder Cup partners Franc-
esco Molinari and Tommy 
Fleetwood will be joined by for-
mer world number one Justin 
Rose on the first tee at 8.14 am, 
while world number one Scot-
tie Scheffler, England’s Tyrrell 
Hatton and Chile’s Joaquin 
Niemann tee off at 1.26 pm.

Former champion Paul 
Lawrie had already been an-
nounced as hitting the first 
tee shot at 6.35 am and the 
1999 winner will have Webb 
Simpson and Min Woo Lee for 
company.

The final group of Lars Van 
Meijel, Jack Floydd and Ron-
an Mullarney have to wait un-
til 4.16 pm to get their champi-
onship started.

England’s Matthew Fitzpatrick speaks during a press conference ahead of The 150th British Open Golf 
Championship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Tiger blasts Norman 
amid LIV Golf row
STATS PERFORM/DPA

TIGER Woods expressed no 
sympathy for Greg Norman 
as he backed the LIV Golf 
chief’s omission from the cel-
ebrations at this week’s 150th 
Open Championship.

Norman, a two-time win-
ner of the Claret Jug, was 
snubbed by tournament or-
ganizers the R&A amid the 
furore caused by the Saudi-
backed breakaway tour that he 
has been pivotal in setting up.

The 67-year-old was not 
permitted to attend Mon-
day’s Celebration of Cham-
pions event, as well as be-
ing denied an invitation to the 
Champions’ Dinner.

Speaking at St Andrews on 
Tuesday, Woods echoed the 
sentiments of Rory McIlroy, 
who supported the decision 
- although the 15-time major 
winner went even further with 
his criticism, suggesting Nor-
man was acting in a way that 
was in opposition to the inter-

ests of the game.
“The R&A obviously have 

their opinions and their rul-
ings and their decision,” said 
Woods, who has won the 
Open three times, twice at the 
Fife links.

“Greg has done some 
things that I don’t think 
are in the best interest of our 
game, and we’re coming back 
to probably the most historic 
and traditional place in our 
sport. I believe it’s the right 
thing.” Woods reaffirmed his 
support for the PGA Tour and 
warned that those who join 
LIV Golf may scupper their 
chances of competing at the 
majors.

“I know what the PGA 
Tour stands for and what 
we have done and what the 
tour has given us, the ability 
to chase after our careers and 
to earn what we get and the 
trophies we have been able to 
play for and the history that 
has been a part of this game,” 
Woods said.

England eves celebrate ‘amazing night’ after stunning defeat of Norway
STATS PERFORM/DPA

THE emphatic nature of Eng-
land’s 8-0 win over Norway 
came as a surprise even to Lion-
esses manager Sarina Wiegman.

The host nation of the Wom-
en’s Euro 2022 spectacularly 
dismantled their opponents at 
the Amex Stadium in Brighton 
on Monday, with Georgia Stan-
way, Lauren Hemp, Beth Mead 
(three), Ellen White (two) and 
Alessia Russo giving England 
an historic win.

It was the first time a team 
had scored seven goals in a 
European Championships 
game - in either the men’s or 
women’s tournaments - and 
sees England qualify from 
Group A as winners with a 
game to spare.

England were 6-0 up at 

half-time, the first time a team 
has scored as many in the 
opening 45 minutes of a Wom-
en’s Euros game, just 24 hours 
after France became the first 
team to score five in the first 
half in their win against Italy.

“We didn’t expect to make 
such a big win, but we played 
really well,” Wiegman told 
BBC Sport, adding her thought 
in the first half was: “What’s 
going on here?” 

Speaking at a news con-
ference, she continued: “Of 

course, the win, great win. The 
way we played, kept playing 
the way we did second half, 
kept the ball going. I’m really 
happy with the performance 
and to go through.

“It becomes easy when 
you’re 2-0 up quickly, then we 
could use the momentum and 
play our possession game... 
You could tell the players en-
joyed it on the pitch.” 

England scored twice more 
in the second period, with Rus-
so bagging the seventh shortly 
after replacing White, who was 
among a number of players 
rested by Wiegman once the 
game was clearly won.

“Sometimes when you’re 
6-0 up, players try to do their 
own things, but we didn’t. We 
kept together trying to do our 
own tasks,” she added.

“I was a little surprised 
[Norway] didn’t put more 
pressure on us. Pressure on the 
ball. They did play well second 
half. We just played our game 
and tried to exploit spaces.” 

Hat-trick-hero Beth Mead 
also spoke at a news confer-
ence after some celebrating, 
saying: “We were having a nice 
little sing-song...

Amazing night, we deserve 
to enjoy it.” 

Mead has now scored 18 
goals in the 16 games since 
Wiegman took charge, also 
adding 11 assists.

When asked where this 
form had come from, she said: 
“I couldn’t tell you. I’m just 
enjoying every minute of my 
football. The way we’re play-
ing, it’s just a pleasure to play 
with these players.” 

England’s striker Beth Mead cel-
ebrates scoring the team’s fourth 
goal during the UEFA Women’s 
Euro 2022 Group A match 
against Norway at Brighton and 
Hove Community Stadium in 
Brighton, England on Monday.  
England won 8-0. (AFP)

MLS isn’t a retirement league, insists Bale
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

GARETH Bale insisted Major 
League Soccer is “not a retire-
ment league”, and he hopes 
his move to Los Angeles FC 
will allow him to stay in con-
tention for Wales at least until 
Euro 2024.

While his initial deal with 
LAFC is only a one-year agree-
ment, it could be extended 
through to 2024, when Wales 
will be hoping to compete in 
the European Championship.

Bale left Real Madrid 
at the end of June after his 
contract was allowed to ex-
pire, with the forward - who 
was once the most expensive 
player of all time - enduring a difficult final few years at the Santiago Bernabeu.

His attitude and commit-
ment to Madrid were often 
called into question by sup-
porters, who routinely voiced 
their frustration towards him 
in recent years.

But Bale has continued to 
be worshipped by Wales sup-
porters, and he more than 
played his part in helping them 
secure qualification to the 
World Cup for the first time 
since 1958 earlier this year.

Keeping himself fit ahead 
of Qatar 2022 is undoubtedly 
a key reason for the move to 
MLS, although Bale was eager 
to stress how he sees the po-
tential for a long-term future 
in the United States.

While MLS has garnered a 
reputation for being a league 

where high-profile European 
players go to retire, Bale is 
adamant that is no longer the 
case.

“Like I said, this is a league 
that’s really grown, that’s come 
a long way in the last 10 years,” 
he told reporters at his official 
presentation late Monday.

“Everyone’s striving to 
improve the league, the play-
ers who come over see that as 
well. I don’t think anyone sees 
it now as a retirement league, 
it’s really a league that’s physi-
cal, demanding; the weather 
changes are difficult, the travel 
is difficult.

“But it’s exciting, and to 
play football in front of fans 
like these is what you play 
football for.”

Welsh soccer player Gareth Bale is welcomed to Major League Soccer’s 
Los Angeles Football Club (LAFC) during a press conference at the Banc 
of California Stadium, in Los Angeles, California, on Monday. (AFP)

Nielsen wins 10th stage of Tour de France
AGENCIES

DENMARK’S Magnus Cort 
Nielsen won the 10th stage of 
the Tour de France, a 148.5-
km Alpine trek from Morzine, 
amid a climate activists’ inter-
ruption on Tuesday.

The race was stopped for 
about 10 minutes after half a 
dozen climate activists tried to 
block the riders 36 kilometres 
from the finish.

They were pulled off the 
road by police and a senior 
race organiser before the race 
resumed.

Cort Nielsen prevailed in a 
nail-biting sprint finish from 
the day’s breakaway to claim 
his second career stage win on 
the Tour after 2018.

Australian Nick Schultz 
took second and Spain’s Luis 
Leon Sanchez was third.

Slovenia’s twice defending 
champion Tadej Pogacar, who 

has lost two team mates after 
they left the race following 
positive COVID-19 tests since 
the start in Denmark, retained 

the overall leader’s yellow jer-
sey.

Wednesday’s 11th stage is a 
brutal 151.7-km mountain trek 

from Albertville to the Col du 
Granon.

A 25-man breakaway 
took shape after an extremely 
fast start, featuring former 
stage winners Cort Nielsen, 
Sanchez, Ion Izaguirre, Edvald 
Boasson Hagen, Philippe Gil-
bert, Simon Clark, Pierre Rol-
land and Lennard Kaemna.

Sanchez made his move 
some six kilometres from the 
line but was caught by Matteo 
Jorgenson, Schultz and Dylan 
van Baarle.

As the four played cat and 
mouse in the final straight, 
Cort Nielsen surged from the 
back and outsprinted Schultz 
for a photo-finish victory. 
Germany’s Kaemna, who was 
in the leading group all day, 
came close to snatching the 
overall lead and now sits in 
second place, 11 seconds be-
hind Pogacar after the bunch 
crossed the line eight minutes 

and 25 seconds off the pace.
Dane Jonas Vingegaard, 

second overall last year, 
slipped to third, 39 seconds 
behind the leader.
Results: Stage 10
1. Magnus Cort Nielsen, Den-
mark, EF Education-Easypost, 
3h 18m 50s.
2. Nick Schultz, Australia, Team 
BikeExchange-Jayco, same time.
3. Louis Leon Sanchez, Spain, 
Bahrain Victorious, 7s behind.
4. Matteo Jorgenson, United 
States, Movistar Team, 8.
5. Dylan van Baarle, Nether-
lands, Ineos Grenadiers, 10.
Overall leaders
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE 
Team Emirates, 37h 11m 28s; 
2. Lennard Kamna, Germany, 
Bora-Hansgrohe, 11s behind.
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, 
Jumbo-Visma, 39; 4. Geraint 
Thomas, Britain, Ineos Grena-
diers, 1:17; 5. Adam Yates, 
Britain, Ineos Grenadiers, 1:25.

EF Education-Easypost team’s Danish rider Magnus Cort Nielsen 
(R) cycles, past Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Australian rider 
Nicholas Schultz, to the finish line to win the 10th stage of the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 148,1 km between Morzine 
and Megeve, in the French Alps, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Wany-away star Lewandowski 
reports for Bayern pre-season 

World footballer Robert Lewandowski reported to Bayern Munich as 
expected for pre-season fitness checks on Tuesday despite wanting to 
force through a transfer to Barcelona this summer. The Polish forward 
was seen arriving at a Munich hospital for standard tests on a video 
posted by broadcaster Sky. Recent media speculation wondered if 
Lewandowski would resort to a training strike in a bid to secure his 
move though Bayern club bosses had never expressed this fear. Bayern 
officials insist Lewandowski will remain part of the group until his 
contract expires in 2023. (DPA) 



We are so grateful: Warner 
pens heartfelt message  

to Sri Lankan fans
ANI 

VETERAN Australia opener 
David Warner has penned a 
heartfelt message to the people 
of Sri Lanka, as the residents 
are facing the economic and 
political crisis in the country, 
to turn out in huge numbers to 
witness the keenly-contested 
month-long series between 
the two countries.

Sri Lanka is facing a major 
economical and political situ-
ation as the nation is having 
a huge shortage of fuel, basic 
items, and medicines. 

The star batter of Aus-
tralia David Warner on Mon-
day took to Instagram to pen 
a heartfelt message for the Sri 

Lankan fans, thanking them 
for hosting Australia ‘during 
what is an extremely difficult 
time’.

“Thank you Sri Lanka for 
hosting us here during what 
is an extremely difficult time. 
We are so grateful to be able to 
come here and play the game 
we love and know you all love 
supporting. 

“You have opened your 
arms up to us and we will nev-
er forget this trip. What I love 
about your amazing country is 
no matter the circumstances 
you always have a smile on 
your face and are always so 
welcoming. Thank you and I 
can’t wait to one day visit for 
a holiday with my family,” 

Warner wrote in a post.
The visitors head back 

home after a month-long 
eventful tour of Sri Lanka. 
During their visit, they claimed 
the T20I series 2-1, but failed 
to seize the ODIs 3-2, and 
drew the Tests 1-1. 

After a victorious begin-
ning to the tour, they were 
shocked by the comeback of 
the Sri Lankan team in the 
ODIs and Tests.

Australia’s David Warner  (R) 
greets Sri Lanka captain Dinesh 
Chandimal (C) and Ramesh Men-
dis at the end of the third day 
play of the second cricket Test 
at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle on Sunday. (AFP)

Bowlers, Rohit sizzle  
as India hammer  

England by ten wickets
ANI 

LONDON

A blistering partnership be-
tween Rohit Sharma and Shi-
khar Dhawan and a six-wicket 
haul by Jasprit Bumrah guid-
ed Team India to a 10-wicket 
win over England in the first 
ODI of the three-match series 
here at the Kennington Oval 
on Tuesday.

Rohit smashed 76 runs off 
58 balls while Shikhar scored 31 
runs off 54 balls to help the Men 
in Blue chase down the target of 
111 runs in just 18.4 overs. 

Apart from Bumrah, Mo-
hammed Shami took three 
wickets while Prasidh Krishna 
settled for one. 

India started off on a de-
cent note with the opening 
pair of Rohit and Dhawan 
steadily taking the innings for-
ward. The duo scored 21 runs 
in six overs, before bringing 
the momentum in the game 
and smashing 35 runs in the 
next four overs.

They crossed the 50-run 
mark in 10 overs with both 
the batters standing unbeaten 
at the crease. Continuing the 
proceedings at a steady rate, 
Rohit brought up his half-
century in 49 balls and helped 
Team India reach the 100-run 
mark in 18 overs.

With only 11 runs left 
to win, the duo smashed 13 
runs in the next four balls 
and brought Team India to a 
10-wicket victory in just mere 
18.4 overs and gained a 1-0 
lead in the three-match ODI 
series against England.

Earlier, opting to bowl 
first, Indian bowlers proved 
their captain Rohit Sharma’s 
decision right as Bumrah 
wreaked havoc on England 
batters in the powerplay.

England’s opening batter 
Jason Roy was sent back to 
the pavilion on a golden duck. 

Roy’s wicket was quickly fol-
lowed by Joe Root, who was 
fell prey to Bumrah without 
scoring a run.

Ben Stokes then came to 
bat, but could not stand long 
as he was dismissed by Mo-
hammed Shami without open-
ing his account.

At that point opening bat-
ter, Jonny Bairstow tried to 
anchor innings. His inning 
was cut short by the fiery bowl-
ing of Bumrah, who departed 
Bairstow on seven runs.

Captain Jos Buttler stood 
on the crease like the only 
hope for the Three Lions. 

Liam Livingstone the 
hard-hitting batter of the team 
was dismissed for a duck by 
Bumrah.
Scores: India 114 for 0 (Rohit 
76*, Dhawan 31*) beat Eng-
land 110 (Buttler 30, Bumrah 
6-19, Shami 3-31) by ten 
wickets.

India captain Rohit Sharma (L) watches the ball after playing a shot past England’s Jos Buttler during the Royal London x ACE One Day Interna-
tional (ODI) cricket match at The Oval in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

India’s Jasprit Bumrah acknowledges the applaudse after taking the 
wicket of England’s Brydon Carse (unseen), his fifth wicket, during  
the Royal London x ACE One-Day International at The Oval in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Bumrah breaks records 
with blistering spell

ICC
LONDON

JASPRIT Bumrah wreaked 
absolute havoc in the first 
ODI, returning figures of 6/19 
in an exceptional spell of fast 
bowling that ripped through 
England’s batting line-up at 
The Oval.

In doing so, he broke the re-
cord for the best bowling figures 
in ODIs by an Indian bowler in 
England, usurping Kuldeep Ya-
dav’s 6/25 against England in 
Nottingham in 2018.

Bumrah also registered the 
third-best figures by an Indian 
bowler in ODIs, now only be-
hind Stuart Binny (6/4) and 
Anil Kumble (6/12). He joined 
the elite list of 10 Indian bowl-
ers to have picked six wickets 
in an innings in ODIs.

India made the best use 
of the conditions by opting to 
bowl first and Bumrah drew 
first blood in the second over 
with a double-wicket maiden 
claiming Jason Roy and Joe 
Root for a duck. He then dis-
missed the dangerous Jonny 
Bairstow and scalped Liam 
Livingstone with a peach of a 
delivery. And then cleaned up 
the tail with to finish with mag-
ical figures of 7.2-3-19-6.

England were bowled out 
for 110, their lowest total in 
the 50-over format against In-
dia. Four of England’s top six 
went back without troubling 
the scorers. 

Led by Bumrah, the Indian 
pace attack was on fire, with 
Shami picking up three wick-
ets and Krishna picking the 
remaining one.

India’s Mohammed Shami (C) celebrates the wicket of England cap-
tain Ben Stokes for nought at The Oval in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

Shami fastest Indian to  
take 150 ODI wickets

ANI
LONDON

PACER Mohammed Shami on 
Tuesday became the fastest 
Indian to scalp 150 wickets in 
ODIs.

Shami achieved this feat 
during the first ODI of the 
three-match series against 
England here at the Kenning-
ton Oval on Tuesday. The pac-
er took three wickets, which 
included the likes of Ben 
Stokes, Jos Buttler, and Craig 
Overton. 

He took a total of 80 
matches to reach his 150 wick-
ets and surpassed the record 
of former Indian pacer Ajit 
Agarkar, who took 97 matches.

Shami also became the 

joint-third fastest ever to take 
150 ODI wickets along with 
Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan. 
Australia’s Mitchell Stars 
(77 matches) and Pakistan’s 
Saqlain Mushtaq (78 matches) 
hold the top-two positions for 
fastest bowlers to reach 150 
ODI wickets.

Coming to the match, Jas-
prit Bumrah’s six-wicket haul 
and three wickets by Shami 
helped India to restrict Eng-
land at 110 in the first innings 
of the ongoing first ODI of the 
three-match series, here at the 
Kennington Oval on Tuesday.

Apart from Bumrah and 
Shami, Prasidh Krishna took 
one wicket. For England, only 
Jos Buttler could play a decent 
innings as he scored 30 runs.

Waqar makes bold Pakistan T20 World Cup prediction
ICC

PAKISTAN legend Waqar 
Younis believes his former 
team has every chance of going 
all the way and winning this 
year’s ICC T20 World Cup.

The Asian country are cur-
rently rated third on the ICC 
Men’s T20I Team Rankings 
and will travel to Australia lat-
er this year full of confidence 
after some good results in the 
shortest format of the game 
over the last 12 months.

Pakistan reached the semi-
finals of the 2021 T20 World 
Cup in UAE and have only lost 
one 20-over contest – also to 
Australia – since they tasted 
defeat against Aaron Finch’s 
side in November last year.

They also boast the two top 
ranked batters in T20 cricket 
- skipper Babar Azam and vet-
eran right-hander Mohammad 

Rizwan - and Waqar thinks it 
all bodes well for a strong per-
formance at this year’s event.

“We stand a really good 
chance of doing well at this 
World Cup,” Waqar told ICC 
Digital in Melbourne recently.

“The pitches in Australia 
are generally very good batting 
pitches and Pakistan do have 
good batters who can really 
play well in these conditions.

“Babar is definitely going 
to be the key batter at the top 
of the order.

“I think he (Babar) will 
have the impact that he has 
always had and then of course 
Rizwan is playing very well 
and the bowling attack they 
have got it one of the best in 
the world.”

The bowling attack that 
Waqar refers to is led by tow-
ering pacer Shaheen Afridi, 
but it’s his supporting cast 

with the ball that the Pakistan 
great feels remains vastly un-
derrated.

Right-armer Haris Rauf 
has performed well in Austral-
ia’s domestic Big Bash League 
previously, while spin duo 
Shadab Khan and Mohammad 
Nawaz have also impressed in 
recent times.

“We have tried about six or 

seven fast bowlers in the last 
year or so and they are all go-
ing really well,” Waqar noted.

“I feel that Haris Rauf and 
Shaheen (Afridi) will be piv-
otal, but let’s not forget Hasan 
Ali either as he has been bowl-
ing very decent.

“Pakistan’s fast bowling 
attack is very good and they 
can mix it up with Shadab and 
Nawaz as they are good spin-
ners also.”

Waqar has the second 
most Test and ODI wickets 
in Pakistan’s rich cricketing 
history, with fellow legendary 
quick Wasim Akram the only 
bowler with more scalps than 
the 50-year-old in both for-
mats.

The champion pacer also 
played alongside some tal-
ented batters during his illus-
trious 14-year international 
career that included Younis 

Khan, Inzamam-ul-Haq, Mo-
hammad Yousuf and Javed 
Miandad.

While many pundits be-
lieve Babar to the equal or bet-
ter than many of those star Pa-
kistan batters, Waqar said any 
comparisons should wait until 
the current skipper finishes 
his career.

“Babar Azam in modern 
day cricket looks a million 
dollars and he is definitely as 
good as all the big names,” 
Waqar said.

“But all those greats have 
their own strengths and their 
own class and all of them 
played in different eras and we 
should not forget that.

“Babar is still very young 
and has plenty of cricket 
ahead of him and once he 
has retired you can perhaps 
sit down and start comparing 
him with others.”

Former Pakistan captain and 
coach Waqar Younis.
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Punjab Music Group chief organiser 
receives Bolan Pak Gulf Award 2022

CHIEF organiser of Punjab 
Music Group, Ustad Naz-
akat Ali Khan, received Ex-
cellence Performance Award 

2022 at the 16th Bolan Pak Gulf 
Award ceremony held in Dubai, 
the UAE recently.

Prominent personalities from 
art, culture and business sectors re-
siding in Pakistan and abroad were 
feted during a colourful ceremony 
organised by Bolan Cultural Soci-
ety.Bolan awards were instituted by 
CEO Khaleeq Ahmed four decades 
ago in Pakistan. For many, Khan 
is just a tabla player who provides 
musical accompaniment to local 
vocalists during musical concerts 
held in Qatar but not many know 
that he is working with a mission 
in his mind – a mission of pro-
viding a platform to local artistes 
where they could polish their la-
tent skills.

With this mission in his 
mind, Khan established Punjab 
Music Group (PMG) a decade 
ago with the help of a group of 
like-minded people. The group 
started its activities by organis-
ing concerts at various locations 
in which local artistes belonging 
to different nationalities were 
invited to perform. With the pas-
sage of time, most of the singers 
who performed for the first time 
in front of live audience, are now 
counted among the established 
singers. 

Later the group decided to 
broaden the horizon of its activities 
by inviting renowned artistes from 

India and Pakistan. PMG regularly 
organises events to mark National 
Days of Qatar and Pakistan. It also 
hosts programmes on the occasion 
of Eid Al-Fitr, Eid Al-Adha and In-
ternational Labour Day.

Khan, who is also a singer, 
received formal training in tabla 
from Pakistan’s noted musicians 
Ustad Sajjad Ali Khan and Me-
hmood Ghaznavi Sabiri. He has 
performed in various countries 
and received a number of awards. 

PMG’s platform is open to 
members of all nationalities in 
Qatar and anyone interesting in 
singing can become member of 
the forum. Khan can be contacted 
on GSM: 77862320 for further  
details.

Pakistani movies add colour to Eid festivities
TWO Pakistani movies, London 

Nahi Jaunga and Quaid-e-Azam 
Zindabad, stirred great excitement 

among cinegoers and added colour to 
the Eid Al-Adha festivities in Qatar. 
Pakistani filmmakers are known to 
release movies on Eid Al-Fitr and Eid 
Al-Adha as they find these occasions 
a lucrative time for business when 
movie theatres see a huge influx of 
cinegoers.

Following the popularity of Paki-
stani television dramas, the Pakistani 
film industry has started to make its 
mark not just domestically but also 
internationally. Pakistani cinema is 
well on the road to its revival. Until 
recently, the Pakistan film industry 

was going through a downward spiral 
but it has started doing pretty well re-
cently and is on course to successfully 
reviving the lost sheen. 

“Undoubtedly, the revival of Pa-
kistani cinema after COVID-19 has 
brought excitement to cine-goers in 
Pakistan as well as abroad. We are 
quite happy to see that Pakistani mov-
ies are showcased in Qatar. Earlier, 
we had only a limited choice of Bolly-
wood, Hollywood and regional mov-
ies,” said Nasir Mehmood, a regular 
cine-goer. 

“It is a matter of great pride that 
the Pakistani film industry is on the 
road to revival. We need movies which 
are full of entertainment and could be 

watched with our families. I am pretty 
sure that Pakistani movie makers are 
quite capable of producing excellent 
films,” said Ahmed Ali, a long-time 
Doha resident. 

‘London Nahi Jaunga’ stars Hu-
mayun Saeed, Mehwish Hayat, Go-
har Rasheed, Kubra Khan, Vasay 
Chaudhry, Saba Faisal, Asif Raza 
Mir, Saba Hameed and Salman Sha-
hid. It has been directed by Nadeem 
Baig and written by Khalilur Rehman 
Qamar.

‘Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad’, an 
action-comedy movie, features Fahad 
Mustafa and Mahira Khan. Fizza Ali 
Meerza has produced the movie while 
Nabeel Qureshi has produced it. 

Chief organiser of Punjab Music Group Ustad Nazakat Ali Khan receives Excel-
lence Performance Award 2022 at 16th Bolan Pak Gulf award ceremony held in 
Dubai, the UAE recently.

Pakistani artist Muznah Hasnat showcases 
artwork at waste management exhibition

P
AKISTANI artist 
Muznah Hasnat 
was among local 
artists who dis-
played their in-

novative and elegant works 
of art made from waste at the 
second Waste Management 
Conference and Exhibition 
2022 held at Sheraton Doha 
Hotel.

Eight artists from ‘Fire 
Station Group’ and 13 art-
ists from ‘Plastic Art Group’ 
presented designs and paint-
ings made from waste and 
recycled materials as part of 
the ongoing awareness cam-
paigns carried out by the 
Ministry of Municipality that 
organised the event.

Muznah is an active mem-
ber of Plastic Arts Group, 
run by one of the pioneers 
of Qatari plastic art, Has-
san Abdul Rahman Al Mulla, 
who is president of the Fine 
Arts Group, and Abdul Rah-
man Al Mutawa, director of 
the Fine Arts Group.

“I would like to thank 
the organisers for providing 
an opportunity to local art-
ists to showcase their work 
highlighting the importance 
of environment protection. 
I used iron, plastic bottles, 
acrylic colour in my artwork 
titled ‘Recycling creates Mag-
ic’ giving a message to try to 
save the sea from pollution,” 
remarked Muznah, a resident 
of Qatar for the past 14 years.

“Not many years back, 
after the invention of plastic, 
one fine morning, a young 
boy was trying to float a plas-
tic boat in the calm waters 
of beautiful lake. Unfortu-
nately, it sank and touched 
the bottom of the lake. It 
can be termed as first inno-
cent act of pollution. As the 
population grew, rivers and 
lakes were considered as 
waste dumping grounds as 
the waste was cleared by the 
flowing water. 

“As a result, this waste 
reached the big reservoir, the 
sea. It endangered the inhab-
itants and the great source 
of our sea food. Damage is 
irreversible. Only solution 
is to stop further pollution 

immediately for our future 
generations,” read the cita-
tion placed next to Muznah’s 
creation at the event.

The two-day event was 
held under the patronage of 
Minister of Municipality HE 

Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
bin Turki Al Subaie.

The opening ceremony 
was attended by a number 
ministers from Qatar and 
friendly countries in addi-
tion to members of the diplo-

matic corps. Representatives 
of international organisa-
tions, officials, experts and 
specialists in the waste man-
agement and recycling sector 
were among those who at-
tended the event.

The event also witnessed 
presentations on modern 
technology for collecting and 
sorting at the source, treating 
landfills, reduction and treat-
ing food waste as well as pan-
el discussions by more than 
35 speakers and panelists in-
cluding officials, experts and 
managers of specialised com-
panies. Many topics related 
to waste management and 
recycling were addressed.

More than 40 official 
bodies, companies and in-
dividuals participated a 
specialised exhibition and 
displayed their services and 
expertise in the field waste 
management and recycling.

Muznah has done her 
Masters in Fine Arts with a 
specialisation in Graphic De-
signing from the College of 
Art and Design, Punjab Uni-
versity Lahore, Pakistan. She 
has also done one-year di-
ploma in professional paint-
ing from the same university. 

Muznah has participated 
in various arts exhibitions 
including FIFA World Cup 
event and Katara Interna-
tional Arabian Horse Festi-
val at Katara.

Eight artists from ‘Fire Station Group’ and 13 artists 
from ‘Plastic Art Group’ presented designs and paint-
ings made from waste and recycled materials as part 
of the ongoing awareness campaigns carried out by the 
Ministry of Municipality that organised the event

Muznah’s artwork displayed at the 2nd Waste Management Confer-
ence and Exhibition 2022.

Muznah receives a certificate for her participation in the FIFA World 
Cup event at Katara.

Muznah Hasnat receives a certificate for her participation in the Katara International Arabian Horse  
Festival 2022.

Muznah’s painting at FIFA World 
Cup event at Katara.

Muznah’s saddle painting displayed at the Katara International Arabian Horse Festival 2022.
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TWO Qatari youths partici-
pated in the first edition of 
the UNWTO Global Youth 
Tourism Summit which took 
place in Sorrento, Italy, from 
June 27 to July 3. 

With the support of Qatar 
Tourism, Saleh Al-Hudaifi 
and Noura Al-Osaimi rep-
resented Qatar at the event 
to discuss the future of the 
global tourism industry. The 
summit, held at the Hilton 
Sorrento Palace Hotel, saw 
the participation of more 
than 130 youths from across 
60 countries.

The summit aimed to cel-
ebrate and empower the next 
generation of tourism leaders, 
discussing innovative ideas 
and proposals for the future 
of sustainable tourism. 

Over the week, the sum-

mit held masterclasses, even-
ing talks, a simulation of the 
UNWTO General Assem-
bly and interactive sessions 
where participants engaged 
directly with tourism minis-
ters and officials from differ-
ent countries. 

Bringing together youth 
aged 12-18 years, the summit 
also provided the opportu-
nity for them to interact with 
leaders and prominent fig-
ures from the fields of sports, 
gastronomy, entertainment 
and innovation. Talks fo-

cused on the key challenges 
and opportunities to promote 
global tourism in light of the 
UN Agenda 2030 and the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Head of Human Resourc-
es Section of Qatar Tourism 
Khalood Al Emadi said: “We 
are extremely proud of the 
youth that represented Qa-
tar on this occasion, and we 
trust that participation in 
the very first edition of the 
UNWTO Global Youth Tour-
ism Summit has empowered 
them to share their voice and 
lend their perspectives on the 
transformation of the global 
tourism industry.”

Prior the summit, Qatar 
Tourism provided relevant 
training and information to 
the participating youth on 
tourism in Qatar and the sec-
tor’s efforts to enhance sus-
tainable tourism principles.  

Over the years, Qatar 
Tourism and the UNWTO 
have strengthened their 
partnership and have joint-
ly launched several initia-
tives, including the world’s 
first digital tourism acad-
emy and the first global 
sports tourism start-ups 
competition.

The Last Word

Meat to Middle East, fish to Europe:
Africa and QA Cargo feed the world

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EVERY second shipment that 
leaves an African airport on-
board of Qatar Airways Cargo 
is headed for the world’s res-
taurants and supermarkets. 
Ranging from everyday ber-
ries, vegetables and meat, to 
the more exotic lobsters, oys-
ters and abalones, over 37,000 
tonnes of agricultural produce 
from 26 stations in 20 African 
countries annually make their 
way around the globe via Qa-
tar Airways Cargo’s Doha hub.

Kenya, Tanzania and 
South Africa are the main 
meat exporters with more 
than six million kilograms of 
meat travelling predominantly 
to the Middle East, in 2021. 
At 5.3 million kilograms in 

2021, fish exports are not far 
behind, with Uganda’s famous 
Nile perch and South African 
Hake being the favourites, fol-
lowed by a delicious seafood 
mix from Tunisia, Seychelles, 
Kenya, Egypt and Tanzania. 

Right now, the super fruit 
peak season is under way: 
blueberries and strawber-
ries from South Africa, Egypt, 
Zimbabwe and Zambia are 
heading to the Far East, Mid-
dle East, European Union and 
the UK, alongside North Af-
rican watermelon, as well as 
stone fruits, mangos, pineap-
ples, avocados and a host of 
other healthy options. Truf-
fles, too, are regularly shipped 
to the Middle East. 

Nicolas Danton, Qatar Air-
ways Cargo’s Regional Cargo 
Manager Africa, said, “Qatar 

Airways Cargo plays a crucial 
role in connecting Africa to the 
world, especially in facilitating 
the transportation of perisha-
ble shipments which require a 
consistent cool-chain through-
out, so that they arrive in the 
best possible condition.”

Speed, hygiene and tem-
perature-controlled storage 
are mandatory when it comes 
to transporting perishables 
foodstuffs. Hence, all Qa-
tar Airways Cargo’s General 
Handling Agents across the 
continent have secure cold 
room facilities to ensure that 
the shipments are kept within 
the usual 2-8°C temperature 
range before embarking on 
their journey. 

Some products are shipped 
prepacked and ready for the 
supermarket shelves, while 

others travel in bulk to region-
al distribution centres. What 
they all have in common are 
the fast connections. Usually 
harvested and processed just 
the day before their flight – in 
some cases even on the same 
day - these perishable ship-
ments arrive at their destina-
tions a day later, with tail-to-
tail transit times as short as 90 
minutes in some cases.

With 60 percent of its 
population involved in agri-
culture, in an industry that has 
an export worth of around $52 
billion, Africa’s food exports 
play an important role in the 
continent’s economies. With 
65 percent of the world’s re-
maining uncultivated, arable 
land located in Africa, the con-
tinent has the potential to be-
come the world’s breadbasket.

Qatar University, MoECC 
sign pact to study impact of 
camping on environment

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University (QU) and the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate Change 
(MoECC) have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to cooperate in the 
field of studying the social and environ-
mental evaluation and impact of camping 
activities during the camping season.

The agreement also includes the im-
plementation of joint programmes.

Prof Mariam Ali Al Maadeed, QU’s 
vice-president for Research and Gradu-
ate Studies, and Dr Ibrahim Abdullatif 
Al Maslamani, MoECC assistant under-
secretary for Protection and Natural Re-
serves Affairs signed the agreement in 
the presence of officials from both insti-
tutions.

Commenting on the agreement Prof 
Maadeed said, “Qatar University has a 
long history and extensive experience in 
research on the environment, energy, so-
cial sciences and humanities in general. 
Qatar University’s Social and Economic 
Survey Research Institute (SESRI) is one 
of the strong pillars of the university and 
the country and concern for the environ-
ment is one of Qatar University’s main 
priorities.  This cooperation between us 
and the Ministry of Environment and Cli-
mate Change supports Qatar’s National 

Vision 2030 and also supports the Sus-
tainable Development Goals in general.”

Dr Maslamani said, “Today, we 
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing between the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change and Qatar Univer-
sity on the subject of studying the impact 
of camping socially and environmentally 
in the country. Qatar University is a great 
house of expertise, especially the Social 
and Economic Survey Research Institute 
(SESRI), therefore we are happy to coop-
erate with the University on an ongoing 
basis.”

As part of the agreement, both parties 
agree to exchange experiences and infor-
mation to enhance research and scientific 
cooperation and collaborate on organiz-
ing seminars, workshops, lectures, and 
training courses targeting Qatar’s com-
munity. The two parties also aim to con-
tribute to the dissemination of the culture 
of volunteerism.

Qatari youths participate in UNWTO Global Youth Tourism Summit in Italy

QU’s CENG honours summer
training program participants

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Computer Engineering 
Programme at Qatar Universi-
ty’s (QU) College of Engineering 
(CENG) organised a ceremony 
to honour students who partici-
pated in the Summer Training 
Programme 2022 and to cel-
ebrate their achievements, while 
providing a space for open com-
munication between the cooper-
ating parties.

The programme, which was 
organised in cooperation with 
both governmental and private in-
stitutions, was attended by a num-
ber of CENG faculty members and 
representatives from participating 
institutions: Tasmu Smart Qatar, 
an initiative of the Ministry of 
Communications and Information 
Technology (MoIT), Al Jazeera 
Media Network, Qatar Museums, 
Qatargas, QNB Group and Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University (HBKU).

During the ceremony, the stu-

dents discussed the challenges 
they faced and the mechanisms 
for developing training pro-
grammes, as well as providing 
wider opportunities for students 
within institutions and compa-
nies in order to develop their 
skills and experience.

Dr Noora Fetais, Professor in 
Computer Science and Academic 
Supervisor in the training pro-
gramme expressed her deep ap-
preciation for the institutions who 
provided support to the students 

as part of the program, as well as 
the quality of training and their 
flexibility. 

She said, “I am pleased to see 
this unprecedented demand for 
participation and the outstanding 
level of interactions from various 
institutions, who have also pro-
vided for us input and ideas, all of 
which reflect their commitment 
and response in meeting the aca-
demic needs of the students and 
the importance of developing their 
skills and experience.”

Over the week, the summit 
held masterclasses, even-
ing talks, a simulation of 
the UNWTO General 
Assembly and interactive 
sessions where partici-
pants engaged directly 
with tourism ministers and 
officials from different 
countries. Talks focused on 
the key challenges and 
opportunities to promote 
global tourism

As part of the agreement, both sides 
will exchange experiences and infor-
mation to enhance research and sci-
entific cooperation and collaborate 
on organising seminars, workshops, 
lectures and training courses target-
ing Qatar’s community
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