
All eyes on Barshim for a big return 
at World Championships in Eugene
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HAVING created one of the 
enduringly beautiful Olym-
pic memories by agreeing to 

share the men’s high jump title at 
last year’s Olympic Games, friends 
and rivals Gianmarco Tamberi of 
Italy and Mutaz Barshim of Qatar 
have, not surprisingly, struggled to 
maintain that dazzling intensity in 
the post-Olympic season.

But the duo will return to big 
action at the World Athletics Cham-
pionships 2022 in Eugene, Oregon, 
which begins July 15 and runs until 
July 24.

Both men know what it is like 
to suffer potentially career-ending 
injury. For Tamberi, now 30, that 
blow landed at the 2016 Monaco 
Diamond League meeting, his last 
competition before the Rio 2016 
Olympics, when, after setting a na-
tional record of 2.39m, he tore a lig-
ament in his left ankle while making 
a third attempt at 2.41m.

He required immediate surgery 
before becoming a disconsolate 
spectator at the Games, and it took 
him several years to regain his full 
form and fitness.

In 2018 Barshim suffered al-
most exactly the same injury, also 
requiring surgery, a year out from 
the World Championships in his 
home city of Doha.

Incredibly, Barshim – whose 
2014 clearance of 2.43m in Brussels 
puts him second on the world all-
time list behind Cuba’s Javier So-
tomayor, world record holder since 
1993 on 2.45m – recovered to win 
his first global gold in front of his 
adoring fans a year later.

That performance, Tamberi has 
subsequently revealed, proved of 
huge importance in his efforts to 
get over the fear of injuring himself 
again when he jumped, something 
which afflicted him for at least two 
years after his return to competition 
in 2017.

This year Barshim, 31, has pur-
sued an unsurprisingly conservative 
course, giving the indoor season a 
miss before clearing a highly credit-
able 2.30m in his first big event, the 
Doha Diamond League.

Tamberi, meanwhile has thrown 
himself back into competition, se-
curing a world indoor bronze in a 
highly competitive final in Belgrade 
with a clearance of 2.31m and jump-
ing 2.30m at the Doha meeting, 
where he took second place.

All the usual showman’s ele-
ments are still present in the Ital-
ian’s performances – he has even 
returned to the old format of shav-
ing off half his beard before compe-
tition.

But while the Olympic co-cham-
pions have remained in the centre 
of most spectators’ consciousness 
as far as the event is concerned, 
others have taken a significant step 

up in terms of their performances 
this year – and no one more so that 
South Korea’s Woo Sanghyeok, who 
cleared a national record of 2.35m 
at the Olympic Games but missed 
the podium by one place.

Woo has been the outstanding 
men’s high jumper so far this year, 

setting a personal best of 2.36m 
indoors in Hustopece in February 
before winning the world indoor ti-
tle in Belgrade with 2.34m ahead of 
Switzerland’s surprise silver medal-
list Loic Gasch, who jumped 2.31m.

Woo followed that up by beat-
ing the two Olympic champions at 
the Doha Diamond League meeting, 
winning with a clearance of 2.33m.

Now he looks ready to earn his 
first global outdoor medal and he will 
want it to be golden.

Home jumpers Shelby McEwen 
and JuVaughn Harrison, who oc-
cupied the top two spots at the US 
Championships with 2.33m and 
2.30m respectively, have also shown 

potential to make it on to the podi-
um in Eugene.

Also in the mix will be New Zea-
land’s Hamish Kerr, who jumped 
2.31m to share world indoor bronze 
with Tamberi in Belgrade and is now 
joint fourth on this season’s outdoor 
list on 2.30m.

Germany’s banner is likely to be 
carried by 2018 world indoor bronze 
medallist Mateusz Przbylko and To-
bias Potye, who have also jumped 
2.30m outdoors this season, while 
Canada will look to Django Lovett, 
who has cleared 2.28m this year.

That performance, Tamberi has 
subsequently revealed, proved of 
huge importance in his efforts to 

get over the fear of injuring himself 
again when he jumped, something 
which afflicted him for at least two 
years after his return to competition 
in 2017.

This year Barshim, 31, has pur-
sued an unsurprisingly conservative 
course, giving the indoor season a 
miss before clearing a highly credit-
able 2.30m in his first big event, the 
Doha Diamond League.

Tamberi, meanwhile has thrown 
himself back into competition, se-
curing a world indoor bronze in a 
highly competitive final in Belgrade 
with a clearance of 2.31m and jump-
ing 2.30m at the Doha meeting, 
where he took second place.

All the usual showman’s ele-
ments are still present in the Ital-
ian’s performances – he has even 
returned to the old format of shav-
ing off half his beard before compe-
tition.

But while the Olympic co-cham-
pions have remained in the centre 
of most spectators’ consciousness 
as far as the event is concerned, 
others have taken a significant step 
up in terms of their performances 
this year – and no one more so that 
South Korea’s Woo Sanghyeok, who 
cleared a national record of 2.35m 
at the Olympic Games but missed 
the podium by one place.

Woo has been the outstanding 
men’s high jumper so far this year, 
setting a personal best of 2.36m 
indoors in Hustopece in February 
before winning the world indoor 
title in Belgrade with 2.34m ahead 
of Switzerland’s surprise silver 
medallist Loic Gasch, who jumped 
2.31m.

Woo followed that up by beat-
ing the two Olympic champions at 
the Doha Diamond League meet-
ing, winning with a clearance of 
2.33m.

Now he looks ready to earn his 
first global outdoor medal and he 
will want it to be golden.

Home jumpers Shelby McEwen 
and JuVaughn Harrison, who oc-
cupied the top two spots at the US 
Championships with 2.33m and 
2.30m respectively, have also shown 
potential to make it on to the podi-
um in Eugene.

Mutaz Barshim charging up the crowd at the World Athletics Championships Doha 2019 at the Khalifa International Stadium. (Getty Images @worldathletics)

Olympic champion Mihambo  
relaxed ahead of the worlds

DPA
MUNICH 

GERMANY’S Olympic long 
jump champion Malaika Mi-
hambo is “relaxed” about 
defending her titles at the 
European and world Champi-
onships in consecutive months 
this summer.

“I have achieved eve-
rything in my sporting life 
that one could wish for,” the 
28-year-old told dpa. “I am 
very grateful for that.

“I realize that I no longer 
have this hunger for titles or 
the feeling that I have to prove 
something to someone else 
or to myself. That’s why I can 
now go to the start quite re-
laxed and at ease.

“I hope that I can use this 
looseness to jump even better 
and even further.” 

The athletic world cham-
pionships begin Friday in Eu-

gene and run to July 24 in the 
iconic American venue. The 
Euros then take place in Mu-
nich August 15-21.

“For me, 2022 would be a 
successful year if I could say at 
the end of the year, I did very 
good competitions, gave my 
best and was able to show what 
I am made of,” Mihambo said.

“On the other hand, it’s 
always about working on my 
own happiness and developing 
and growing as a person. That 
is more important to me than 
any sporting success.” 

Mihambo also believes 
banning Russian athletes from 
the event following the inva-
sion of Ukraine to be a “legiti-
mate” step.

“On a personal level it’s 
very regrettable,” she said. “A 
career is short and every ath-
lete wants to use the time as 
well as possible.

“That’s tragic for the indi-
vidual. Especially those who 
have little contact to the politi-
cal system in Russia.

“But the big picture pre-
vails here. Of course, sport is 
also a stage that can be instru-
mentalized for domestic polit-
ical purposes, and I think it is 
right to significantly minimize 
this stage for Russia.”Olympic long jump champion Malaika Mihambo of Germany.

For me, 2022 would be a 
successful year. I gave my 
best and was able to show 
what I am made of.
Malaika Mihambo

Pogba completes Juventus  
return after Man Utd departure

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PAUL Pogba has completed 
his return to Juventus from 
Manchester United, the Serie 
A club said on Monday.

The 29-year-old France 
midfielder, who left Juve for a 
second spell at United six years 
ago, has returned to Turin as a 
free agent after his contract at 
Old Trafford expired.

Juve said on their official 
website: “When we say good-
bye after an intense adventure 
shared together, there is al-
ways a glimmer of hope that 
we will see each other again, 
sooner or later. With Paul that 
is exactly what has happened.” 

The Italian club added: 
“Paul is back in Turin. He left 
as a boy and returns as a man 
and a champion, but there is 
one thing that has not changed 
- the desire to write unforget-
table pages of club history 
together once more. Pogba is 
back and we couldn’t be hap-
pier.” 

Pogba won four Serie A 
titles during his first spell at 
Juve, scoring 34 goals in 177 
appearances in all compe-
titions before returning to 
United for a then world record 
£89million ($106.3million) 

transfer fee in 2016.
He enjoyed a successful 

first season back at United 
under former boss Jose Mour-
inho, winning the League Cup 
and Europa League. But after 
a fall-out with Mourinho and 
a series of injury problems, 
Pogba rarely hit top form in 
his second stint with United 
and his popularity waned.

He was instrumental in 
France winning the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, but 
struggled to reproduce the 

same level of performance for 
United on a consistent basis.

Pogba was restricted to 
27 appearances in his final 
season at Old Trafford under 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and Ralf 
Rangnick and he was booed 
by United fans when he was 
substituted in his final ap-
pearance for the club against 
Norwich in April.

He scored a total of 39 
goals in 233 games in all com-
petitions for United during his 
two spells at the club.

This picture taken on Saturday and released on Monday by Italian 
news agency Ansa shows French World Cup winning midfielder Paul 
Pogba greeting supporters as he arrives to the Juventus football club’s 
Medical Center, in Turin.  Pogba has returned to Serie A side Juventus 
on a free transfer. (AFP)

Chandimal scores  
unbeaten double  
century as  
Sri Lanka win  
Galle Test
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PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

Novak Djokovic collected a sev-
enth Wimbledon title and Elena 
Rybakina a first after another 
memorable Wimbledon fortnight.
Here’s a look at what we have 
learned from SW19 this year.

Kyrgios nicks the spotlight 
Novak Djokovic may have 
claimed the title but Nick Kyrgios 
stole all the headlines during his 
wild ride to the final The Austral-
ian firebrand is more famous for 
is on-court histrionics than his 
tennis, but this fortnight he pro-
vided us with both while finally 
proving he does have the mental 
capacity, as well as the stunning 
shot-making, to go deep in a 
Grand Slam. Now he knows he 
can do it, it will be fascinating to 
see if the 27-year-old can gather 
himself for another title at a 
major title.

Brits shine on big stage 
There was no home winner, 

and Emma Raducanu and Andy 
Murray suffered disappointingly 
early exits, but it was still a 
hugely positive tournament for 
British tennis.
Cameron Norrie, who had never 
been past the third round at a 
grand slam, enjoyed a fine run 
to the semi-finals, where he ran 
into Djokovic. There was also a 

career-best fourth-round ap-
pearance for Heather Watson 
and encouraging wins for Katie 
Boulter, Jack Draper and break-
out stars Ryan Peniston and 
Alastair Gray.
There is wonderful camaraderie 
among the British ranks with 
the players all pushing each 
other and improving as a result.

Point-less punishment 
Wimbledon’s decision to ban 
Russian and Belarusian com-
petitors due to the invasion of 
Ukraine, and the subsequent 
move by the ATP and WTA to 
strip the Championships of 
ranking points, only hurt the 
players.
Despite winning the title 

Djokovic, unable to defend the 
points he won last year, could 
find himself as low as seventh 
when the new world rankings 
are published. Lower-ranked 
players who had decent runs, 
such as Dutch wild card Tim 
van Rijthoven who reached the 
fourth round, will also see no 
benefit in their rankings. And 

as if to illustrate the futility of it 
all, Russian-born Rybakina won 
the title.

Frustration at late finishes 
Wimbledon’s Centre Court and 
Court One roofs ensure the 
show goes on even if the weath-
er is not playing ball. But the 
Championships have become a 
late-night event by stealth.
While the other three grand 
slams schedule matches for 
the evening crowds, Wimbledon 
staunchly does not.  
And yet with the lights in the 
roof beaming matches are 
regularly finishing close to the 
11pm curfew, which pleases 
the broadcasters but not the 
players.
Both Djokovic and Andy Murray 
said they advocated an earlier 

start to the day’s play on the 
show courts.

Ons the way to the top 
The women’s draw threw up 
another first-time winner among 
another field for the pin stick-
ers. With Iga Swiatek prov-
ing fallible, Serena Williams 
providing only a brief cameo, 
Raducanu out early and Naomi 
Osaka not showing up at all, 
the women’s tournament lacked 
in star quality. So much so that 
the defeat of the second seed, 
Anett Kontaveit, in round two, 
caused barely a ripple.
But runner-up Ons Jabeur, the 
watchable and likeable Tunisian, 
has the game and the personal-
ity to provide some much-need-
ed quality and charisma at the 
very top of the sport.

Late night matches, new stars and futile 
punishments: Lessons from Wimbledon

Women singles champion Elena Rybakina and men’s singles winner Novak Djokovic at the 2022 Wimbledon champions’ ball in London on Sunday.

Djokovic tumbles four places  
in world rankings

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic claimed the men’s title at Wimbledon 
on Sunday but a day later tumbled four places to seventh in the 
world rankings - his lowest placing in four years.
The rankings were published by the governing ATP, who removed 
points from Wimbledon due to the All England Club’s decision 
to ban Russian and Belarusian players due to the invasion of 
Ukraine. Djokovic, who also won Wimbledon in 2021, therefore 
lost 2,000 points from his tally to fall to 4,770, behind Daniil 
Medvedev’s best 7,775.
Russian Medvedev was one of those banned from Wimbledon 
but he remains top of the rankings going into the North Ameri-
can hard-court season.
Germany’s Olympic champion Alexander Zverev is second, on 
6,850 points, with Spain’s Rafael Nadal third. Meanwhile Swiss 
great Roger Federer, who has not played due to injury since Wim-
bledon last year, fell out of the rankings completely. (DPA)

Wimbledon 
concluded on 

Sunday with new 
players and 
innovations 
bringing a 

freshness to the 
traditional event

Kyrgios feels he belongs at top table after wild run
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

NICK Kyrgios believes he “be-
longed’’ in the Wimbledon 
final after losing to Novak 
Djokovic in four sets on Cen-
tre Court.

The Australian maverick’s 
run to the final has been lit-
tered with controversy, and 
there were times when he 
looked set to go into full melt-
down mode against Djokovic.

But despite a code vio-
lation for swearing - which 
earned him a $4,000 fine - he 
recovered his composure and 
Djokovic had to work as hard 
as he has all fortnight for his 
4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (3) victory.

Kyrgios said: “I felt like, 
you know, to get to the final, 
there’s always a bit of anxiety 

of how it’s going to play out, 
if you feel worthy to be there. 

I felt like the trophy was defi-
nitely attainable today.

“I played a hell of a first set 
and put myself in a position 
to take a stranglehold of the 
match.

“My level is right there. I 
feel like you look at what No-
vak has done to some other 
opponents, and it’s not a good 
feeling.

“But I’m right there. I’m 
not behind the eight ball at all. 
I played a slam final against 
one of the greatest of all time, 
and I was right there.

“It was a hell of an occasion. 
People were probably expect-
ing me to have something hap-
pen today. But I came out in the 
first set and I looked like I was 
the one who had played in a lot 

of finals. I thought I dealt with 
the pressure pretty well.

“I felt like I belonged, to be 
honest. I’ve played big finals 
before.

My record in finals is pret-
ty good. I’ve played some very 
good players in finals.

“I felt like he just has so 
much experience to draw on. 
Look, he’s won the tourna-
ment I don’t know how many 
times now, four times in a row.

“I’ve got that under my belt 
now, a Wimbledon finalist. I can 
kind of draw from experience.

“I felt like I belonged, 
though. I feel like my game, 
my level has always been 
there. I feel like I’ve kind of 
put it together a little bit this 
couple of weeks.”

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (L) congratulates Serbia’s Novak Djokovic for 
his victory during their men’s singles final at Wimbledon. (AFP)

Wimbledon attendance 
bounces back from  

Covid after sluggish start
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

WIMBLEDON has bounced 
back from the Covid-19 pan-
demic with more than half a 
million people flocking to the 
south-west London tennis 
championships after a sluggish 
start.

The Grand Slam came to 
a close on Sunday after Novak 
Djokovic triumphed against 
Nick Kyrgios in the men’s sin-
gles final. It followed Elena Ry-
bakina winning the women’s 
singles title on Saturday after 
defeating Ons Jabeur.

Figures from the All Eng-
land Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club (AELTC), which organises 
Wimbledon, show that 515,164 
people attended the SW19 
grounds during the two-week 
tournament.

The attendance figures have 
only twice surpassed the half-
a-million mark, with 511,043 
in 2009 and then 500,397 in 
2019 - the last time it was hosted 
without coronavirus restrictions 
limiting capacity.

This year’s figures are the 
highest ever for the Grand 
Slam but this is partly because 
matches were played on Middle 
Sunday.

The first Sunday, which is 
usually used as a day off to allow 
the grass to recover, saw 39,427 
people in 2022 where there 
would usually be no attendance.

Discounting Sunday, there 
was a total of 475,740 people - a 
5% decrease from the equiva-
lent 2019 figures.

The numbers still show 
a bounce back from the pan-
demic, which saw the tourna-
ment cancelled in 2021 and just 
301,837 attend in 2021 due to 
reduced spectator capacity.

The second week figures for 
this year’s championship were 
around the same level as the 
pre-pandemic years.

Glorious sunshine and plus-
30 degrees Celsius in the last 
few days saw fans crowding the 
hill to its 1,500 capacity to watch 
the quarter-final, semi-final and 
final matches.

But in the first week of the 
grand slam, the AELTC was 
dogged by disappointing at-
tendance figures after it had ex-

pected 42,000 tickets to be sold 
daily. Just 36,603 people en-
tered the SW19 grounds on the 
opening Monday – a 14% drop 
from 42,517 in 2019.

The cumulative number of 
spectators was 153,193 from the 
first Monday to Thursday - the 
sparsest attendance since 2007 
when 148,986 people turned up.

Fans attributed the drop to 
a combination of the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, fears about catching 
coronavirus, and the absence of 
eight-time Wimbledon winner 
Roger Federer who normally 
draws in swathes of internation-
al observers.

Meanwhile, tennis-lovers 
said attendance in the famous 
Wimbledon queue for premium 
on-the-day tickets, which also 
returned after a Covid-induced 
two-year hiatus, was at least 
five times lower this year than 
in 2019.

AELTC chief executive Sally 
Bolton said demand was only 
“soft” at the end of the queue, 
especially later in the day, while 
show court ticket sales were “as 
high as ever before”.

“Everything about the 
championship, particularly fan 
behaviour, is more of an art 
than a science and so of course 
we look at the things that will be 
different on any given day and 
what that results in,” she said.

During the tournament, re-
ports emerged that the AELTC 
is considering making the queue 
partly digital after the marked 
dip in attendance at the start of 
the week.

Potential changes are said 
to include allowing fans to leave 
the line once they have scanned 
in and then receive an alert 
when they can enter, while tick-
ets could also become available 
online. The physical queue is ex-
pected to remain in some form 
but most likely with a reduced 
capacity.

But veteran fans opposed 
the idea of a virtual queue in any 
form, saying it would detract 
from the atmosphere and allow 
people to claim tickets easily 
only to drop them later.

A spokesperson said: “This 
year was a special and memo-
rable year for The Champion-
ships, as we celebrated 100 
years of Centre Court.”

Woods gears up with a full 
practice round at St Andrews

STATS PERFORM/DPA

TIGER Woods played a full 18 
holes on Sunday at St Andrews 
as he prepared for the 150th 
Open next week.

Woods has not played 
since withdrawing after the 
third round of the PGA Cham-
pionship in May. That was his 
second appearance since suf-
fering multiple leg injuries in a 
car accident in February 2021.

His first tournament back 
was The Masters in April.

Woods chose not to play 
in the US Open last month be-
cause he had his sights set on 
St Andrews, where he won two 
of his three Open champion-
ships in 2000 and 2005.

“I had some issues with 
my leg, and it would have put 
this tournament in jeopardy, 
and so there’s no reason to do 
that,” Woods said.

“This is a pretty historic 
Open that we are going to be 
playing,” he said. “I’m lucky 
enough to be part of the past 
champions that have won there 
and want to play there again, 
and I don’t know when they are 
ever going to go back while I’m 
still able to play at a high level.

“I want to be able to give it 
at least one more run at a high 
level.” Justin Thomas played 

the practice round with Woods 
on Sunday after missing the 
cut at the Scottish Open.

Asked if he had been pick-
ing Tiger’s brain, Thomas said: 
“A little bit. I understand he is 

going to be a little withholding 
of some information, but I’m 
trying to needle him and get as 
much out of him as I can.

“He’s done pretty well 
around this place. I’ve never 
had probably a more produc-
tive missed cut than the Scot-
tish Open because it’s been 
nice to come out here and prep 
the last two days.”

 Thomas said he would 
not be shocked next week if 
Woods was in contention for 
his 16th major championship, 
which would move him within 
two titles of tying the all-time 
record set by Jack Nicklaus.

“I’ve learned not to chal-
lenge anything Tiger can or 
can’t do,” Thomas said.

Winner of The Open in 2000, 2005 and 2006, US golfer Tiger Woods 
smiles on the 18th green during The R&A Celebration of Champions, 
part of the build-up towards The 150th British Open Golf Champion-
ship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Tiger Woods (L) and Winner of 
The Open in 1971 and 1972, 
US former golfer Lee Trevino (R) 
during The R&A Celebration of 
Champions on Monday. (AFP)

Ronaldo not for sale insists 
Man Utd manager ten Hag

PA MEDIA/DPA
BANGKOK 

ERIK ten Hag says Manches-
ter United star Cristiano Ron-
aldo is not for sale and remains 
in his plans.

The 37-year-old forward 
returned to Old Trafford last 
summer in a shock switch 
from Juventus.

Ronaldo still has a sea-
son remaining on his deal 
but speculation is rife about a 
move for a player who is ab-
sent from United’s pre-season 
tour in Thailand and Australia 

due to a family issue.
“He’s not with us and it’s 

due to personal issues,” man-
ager Erik ten Hag said.

“We are planning with 
Cristiano Ronaldo this season 
so that’s it. I’m looking for-
ward to working with him.

“He hasn’t told me (he wants 
to leave). I have read but what I 
say is Cristiano is not for sale. 
Cristiano is in our plans and we 
want to get success together.” 

Ten Hag also confirmed 
that Harry Maguire will re-
main as United captain after 
speculation over the role.

Brentford agree club-record deal 
for Hull midfielder Lewis-Potter

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

BRENTFORD are expected to 
break their transfer record after 
agreeing an initial £16million 
($19.2m) fee to sign Hull mid-
fielder Keane Lewis-Potter.

The highly-rated England 
under-21 international is trav-
elling to London for a medical 
and to discuss personal terms, 
the PA news agency under-
stands. 

The fee could rise up to 
£20million with add-ons after 

the Bees look to have beaten 
interest from several other 
Premier League clubs.

Lewis-Potter played for 
Hull in a friendly against 
Fenerbahce in Marbella on 
Sunday but has left the Tigers’ 
training camp to finalise his 
Premier League move.

There are not expected 
to be any issues with the 
personal terms and the Bees 
will be hoping the 21-year-
old can fill the void left by 
Christian Eriksen’s expected 
departure.

Sports10 Tuesday, July 12, 2022



Jayasuriya, Chandimal shine as 
Sri Lanka win Test, draw series

ANI
GALLE (SRI LANKA)

Dinesh Chandimal’s double 
century and Prabath Jayas-
uriya’s six-wicket haul helped 
Sri Lanka beat Australia by an 
innings and 39 runs in Galle 
and level the two-match series 
1-1 on Monday.

Resuming day four with an 
overnight lead of 67, Dinesh 
Chandimal and Ramesh Men-
dis went about their business 
in the first hour, again frustrat-
ing the Australians. Chandimal 
was looking solid as ever and 
Mendis was chipping in with 
some valuable runs to extend 

the lead. They shared a part-
nership of 68 before Mitch-
ell Starc finally got Mendis 
trapped lbw. Maheesh Theek-
shana would also perish for 10 
before lunch but the hosts’ lead 
had now grown to 135.

Chandimal went on the at-
tack in the afternoon session, 
smashing the Australian bowl-
ers around and getting close to 
a landmark double century.

He brought up the mile-
stone by hitting Starc for back-
to-back maximums, as the Sri 
Lankan dressing room erupted 
in applause. With this feat, he 
became the first Sri Lankan to 
score a double century against 

Australia in Test cricket.
Australia’s misery finally 

ended when Mitchell Swepson 
trapped Kasun Rajitha, but 
the hosts had taken their lead 
to 190. The visitors struggled 
against the spin of debutant 
Prabath Jayasuriya in the first 
innings and struggled again in 
the second.

He was well-supported 
by the rest of the spinners as 
Ramesh Mendis and Theek-
shana also chipped in with 
two wickets apiece. But it was 
Jayasuriya who walked away 
with the glory, registering fig-
ures of 6/59. His scalps includ-
ed Usman Khawaja, Marnus 

Labuschagne, Steve Smith, 
Cameron Green, Mitchell 
Starc and Mitchell Swepson as 
the Australians looked clueless 
against his magic.

For Australia, it was a tep-
id batting display which will 
again raise question marks 

about their ability against the 
turning ball. Only Marnus La-
buschagne could cross the 30-
run mark, as they succumbed 
to a defeat by an innings and 
39 runs. For Sri Lanka, it was 
a well-deserved win after they 
lost the first match.

ANI
KENNINGTON (UK)

HAVING won the T20I series 
against England, India will be 
looking forward to starting the 
50-over series in the same dom-
inant, attacking fashion with 
which it took on the hosts in the 
shortest format of the game.

The first ODI between Eng-
land and India will be played 
at The Oval at Kennington on 
Tuesday. India won the T20I 
series against England by 2-1. 
In the final T20I, the hosts got 
a consolation win by 17 runs.

On the other hand for Eng-
land, it will be their first ODI 
assignment without former 
captain Eoin Morgan, who an-
nounced his retirement from 
international cricket in late 
June. Jos Buttler will have to 
fill in the shoes of a giant as he 
prepares himself for his first 
ODI challenge as a full-time 
white-ball captain.

The return of the Rohit 
Sharma-Shikhar Dhawan 
opening duo could be a possi-
bility. If Dhawan gets a chance, 
these three one-dayers will be a 
chance for him to re-establish 
himself in the team and become 
a part of Men in Blue’s 2023 50-
over World Cup plans.

The series will be equally 
crucial for star batter Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma. The 
50-over format will offer them 
enough time to showcase their 
cautious and aggressive sides 
and regain their touch.

For the newer/younger lot 
of players like Ishan Kishan, 
Rishabh Pant, Shreyas Iyer, 
and Suryakumar Yadav, this 
series will give them another 
chance to fire in the English 
conditions and solidify their 
ODI spots.

The pace attack has the 
right balance of experience 
and youth. Veterans like Jas-
prit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya 
and Mohammed Shami will 
be the leaders of the attack, 
with youngsters like Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj, 
Arshdeep Singh and Shardul 
Thakur also present. Young 
pacers of India will be looking 
forward to making an impact 

in English conditions with 
their pace.

A spin attack consisting 
of Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravin-
dra Jadeja and Axar Patel will 
have to complement the pac-
ers well and trap the English 
batters with their bowling.

England will see the return 
of some of its key players like 
Jonny Bairstow, Joe Root and 
Ben Stokes who could not ac-
company the side in the ODI 
series against the Netherlands 
due to them playing Tests 
against New Zealand at home.

The presence of these play-
ers will only benefit the hard-
hitting set-up, which also 
has captain Buttler, Phil Salt, 
Moeen Ali, Liam Livingstone, 
Jason Roy etc. These all make 
up a highly-formidable ODI 
batting line-up, which can fire 
strokes all over the park on 
their best day. Indian bowlers 
will have to present something 
out of the box to tame this 
high-voltage unit.

There is plenty of firepow-
er in the bowling unit as well. 
Specialist pacers like Reece 
Topley, and Brydon Carse will 
have backing off all-rounders 
like Ben Stokes, Sam Curran 
and David Willey.

Matt Parkinson is the 
solitary spin specialist in the 
squad, he will be backed by the 
likes of Moeen Ali and Liam 
Livingstone to lay down some 
traps to capture the world-
class Indian batters. It will be 
important for them to not give 
any chances to Indian batters 
throughout the series.
India’s squad for 3 ODIs: Rohit 
Sharma (Captain), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Ishan Kishan, Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (wk), Hardik 
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, Shar-
dul Thakur, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, J Bumrah, Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohd Shami, Mohd 
Siraj, Arshdeep Singh. (ANI)
England ODI squad: Jos But-
tler (c), Moeen Ali, Jonathan 
Bairstow, Harry Brook, Brydon 
Carse, Sam Curran, Liam Living-
stone, Craig Overton, Matthew 
Parkinson, Joe Root, Jason Roy, 
Phil Salt, Ben Stokes, Reece 
Topley, David Willey.

India aim to  
continue winning 

run in ODIs

Bracewell’s 127* guides  
NZ to 1-wkt victory over  

Ireland in last over thriller
ANI

DUBLIN

MICHAEL Bracewell scored 
24 runs in the last over, in-
cluding a six off the penulti-
mate delivery, and helped New 
Zealand beat Ireland by one 
wicket in the opening match of 
their three-game ODI series.

It was difficult for New 
Zealand to chase down Ire-
land’s total of 300/9 and but 
all-rounder Michael Bracewell 
certainly delivered with an un-
beaten 127 from just 82 balls. 

Bracewell came to the 
crease with the visitors in huge 
trouble at 120/5, but batted 
sensibly when needed and 
then produced the thrilling 
knock in the final over to en-
sure New Zealand drew first 
blood in the three-game ODI 
series.

It all came down to the fi-
nal over, with New Zealand 
requiring 20 runs to win and 
Bracewell facing experienced 
Ireland pacer Craig Young. 

Bracewell only needed five 
of the six deliveries to clinch 
the victory for his side as he 
went 4,4,6,4,6 to seal the dra-
matic triumph.

The 20 runs chased in the 
final over was a new record for 
most target runs successfully 
chased in the 50th over of a 
men’s ODI.

Earlier, it was so close, yet 
so far for Ireland who looked 
home during various stages of 
the match thanks to some su-
perb play from young batter 
Harry Tector and all-rounder 
Curtis Campher.

While Campher contrib-
uted 43 with the bat and 3/49 

with the ball, it was Tector 
that stole the headlines with 
his maiden ODI century for 
Ireland in just his 21st match.

Tector produced some 
great shots against the world-
class New Zealand attack as he 
plundered 113 from 117 deliv-
eries, hitting three huge sixes 
during his knock. But his cen-
tury was in vain in the end.
Scores: New Zealand 305 for 
9 (Bracewell 127*, Guptill 51, 
Campher 3-49) beat Ireland 
300 for 9 (Tector 113, Campher 
43, Ferguson 2-44) by one 
wicket.

Sri Lanka’s captain Dimuth Karunaratne (L) and his Australian coun-
terpart Pat Cummins pose with the Warne-Muralitharan Test trophy at 
the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal celebrates scoring 200 runs on the fourth day of the second cricket Test 
match against Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

“Australia 1st innings 364 (M. Labuschagne 104, S. 
Smith 145 not out; Jayasuriya 6-118)
Sri Lanka 1st innings (Overnight 431-6, K. Chandimal 
118, R. Mendis 7)
D. Chandimal not out  206
R. Mendis lbw b Starc  29
M. Theekshana b Cummins  10
P. Jayasuriya b Starc  0
K. Rajitha lbw b Swepson  0
Extras: (b4, lb6, w3, nb1)  14
Total: (All out, 181 overs) 554
Fall of wickets: 7-477 (R. Mendis), 8-498 (Theekshana), 
9-505 (Jayasuriya), 10-554 (Rajitha).
Bowling: Starc 29-3-89-4, Cummins 30-5-95-1 (w2, 
nb1), Lyon 64-5-194-2, Green 6-0-20-0 (w1), 
Swepson 38-2-103-3, Head 8-0-27-0, Labuschagne 
6-0-16-0.
Australia 2nd innings
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis  24
U. Khawaja c sub (Fernando) b Jayasuriya  29

M. Labuschagne lbw b Jayasuriya  32
S. Smith lbw b Jayasuriya  0
T. Head b R. Mendis  5
C. Green st Dickwella b Jayasuriya  23
A. Carey not out  16
M. Starc c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  0
P. Cummins lbw b Theekshana  16
N. Lyon lbw b Theekshana  5
M. Swepson b Jayasuriya  0
Extras: (b1) 1
Total: (All out, 41 overs)  151
Fall of wickets: 1-49 (Warner), 2-59 (Khawaja), 3-59 
(Smith), 4-74 (Head), 5-112 (Labuschagne), 6-117 
(Green), 7-117 (Starc), 8-144 (Cummins), 9-150 
(Lyon), 10-151 (Swepson).
Bowling: Rajitha 5-1-16-0, Theekshana 5-0-28-2, R. 
Mendis 15-2-47-2, Jayasuriya 16-2-59-6.
Toss: Australia.
Result: Sri Lanka won by innings & 39 runs
Series: Two-match series ends level at 1-1.

Scoreboard

Miraz, Islam shine as Bangladesh beat WI
ANI

GEORGETOWN (GUYANA

MEHIDY Hasan Miraz and 
Shoriful Islam’s fierce bowling 
helped Bangladesh defeat West 
Indies in the first ODI at Provi-
dence Stadium on Sunday.

Emerging spinner Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz was the hero for 
Bangladesh with a brilliant 
spell that netted 3/36 and the 
24-year-old was adjudged as 
the Player of the Match. Bang-
ladesh captain Tamim Iqbal 
won the toss and elected to 
bowl.

Chasing the target of 150 
runs, Bangladesh also did not 
have a good start. Liton Das 
could only score one run. After 
this Tamim Iqbal and Najmul 
Hossain added 48 runs for the 
second wicket. 

Tamim was run out after 
scoring 33 runs off 25 balls. 
Hits 4 fours and a six.

Najmul and Mahmudul-
lah added 49 runs for the third 
wicket to take the score to 100. 
Najmul was dismissed after 
scoring 37 runs off 46 balls. 
Afif Hossain scored 9 runs. 
Mahmudullah returned un-

beaten on 41 off 69 balls. Hits 
2 fours and a six. While Nurul 
Hasan remained unbeaten on 
20 off 27 balls. Hit a four and 
a six.

That was never going to 

be enough, with skipper Iqbal 
(33) getting the visitors off to 
a fast start and Mahmudullah 
(41*) using all his experience 
to ensure Bangladesh drew 
first blood in the three-match 

ODI series.
Earlier, West Indies failed 

to shine after being sent into 
bat first in Providence, with 
three of their top six batters 
unable to reach double figures.

West Indies did not have 
a good start and the team 
lost 5 wickets at 74. Shem-
rah Brooks, who came to the 
crease at number-3, scored the 
highest 33 runs. Captain Nic-
osal Pooran scored 18 runs.

The Men in Maroon lost 9 
wickets on 110 runs on board. 
After this, Anderson Phillip 
and Jayden Seals added an 
unbeaten 39 runs for the final 
wicket to bring the score close 
to 150 runs. Philip scored an 
unbeaten 21 off 22 balls.

Off-spinner Mehdi Hasan 
Miraj took 3 wickets for 36 
runs in 9 overs. On the other 
hand, left-arm fast bowler 
Shoriful Islam scalped 4 wick-
ets for 34 runs in 8 overs.

No.3 Shamarh Brooks top-
scored for West Indies with an 
overly cautious 33 and their 
total may have been even less 
if not for an unbeaten final-
wicket stand of 39 between 
Anderson Phillip (21*) and 
Jayden Seales (16*) at the end 
of their innings.
Scores: Bangladesh 151 for 4 
(Mahmudullah 41*) beat West 
Indies 149 for 9 (Shoriful 4-34, 
Mehidy 3-36) by six wickets.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (C) of Bangladesh celebrates the dismissal of Nicholas Pooran of West Indies during 
their 1st ODI at Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, on Sunday. (AFP)

Michael Bracewell scored 24 
runs in the last over, including a 
six off the penultimate delivery.

F1 rivals join Hamilton against ‘shocking’ Austrian GP abuse
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

LEADING Formula One fig-
ures have joined seven-time 
world champion Lewis Ham-
ilton in condemning reports of 
racist abuse towards attendees 
at the Austrian Grand Prix.

A packed crowd was in 
attendance at the Red Bull 
Ring in Spielberg, with over 
300,000 fans on site over the 
three days, which culminated 
in Charles Leclerc’s season-
reviving victory ahead of world 
champion Max Verstappen.

Hamilton drove to a sur-
prise third to round out the 
podium after Ferrari’s Carlos 
Sainz suffered an engine fire, 
further underscoring Mer-
cedes’ improvements after 
a strong finish at the British 
Grand Prix a week prior. But 
the Briton, who has been the 

target of frequent racist re-
marks and attacks throughout 
his career, has called out al-
legations that some attend-
ees were verbally abused as a 
product of “ignorance”.

The 37-year-old had de-
scribed reports of racist and 

homophobic abuse as “dis-
gusting” earlier in the race 
weekend and doubled down in 
his subsequent statements.

“It just highlights that it’s 
still an issue all over,” the sev-
en-time world champion said.

“It comes down to educa-

tion and, of course, ignorance. 
People should come, should 
feel safe, should feel included 
and should be able to follow 
whoever it is you want to follow.

“[It] shouldn’t matter 
[about] your gender, your sex-
uality, the colour of your skin. 
It should just be everyone here 
to have a good time.” 

Verstappen - whose part-
ner’s father, former Brazil-

ian driver Nelson Piquet, was 
involved in a racism storm 
concerning remarks about 
Hamilton last month - also 
condemned the claimed abuse.

“I read a few things, a 
few shocking things, so that’s 
clearly not okay,” the Dutch-
man added.

Meanwhile, Leclerc called 
for bans to be issued to those 
responsible.

FORMULA ONE

 Fans celebrate during the winners ceremony after the Formula One 
Austrian Grand Prix in Spielberg, Austria, on Sunday. (AFP)

FORMER Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone will be charged with 
fraud by false representation over an alleged failure to declare 
£400million ($477million) of overseas assets to the UK govern-
ment. The charge against the 91-year-old was authorized on 
Monday following an investigation by UK Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC). Andrew Penhale, chief prosecutor, said: “The CPS has re-
viewed a file of evidence from HMRC and has authorised a charge 
against Bernard Ecclestone of fraud by false representation in 
respect of his failure to declare to HMRC the existence of assets 
held overseas believed to be worth in excess of £400m. The case 
will first be heard at a court in London on August 22. (DPA)

Ecclestone facing fraud charge over assets
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