
Fajr: 3:22 am   Dhuhr:  11:39 am
Asr:  3:04 pm    Maghrib: 6:29 pm 
Isha:  7:59 pm

TUESDAY
JULY 12, 2022

DHUL-HIJJAH 13, 1443
VOL.15   NO. 5620  QR 2

LIGHT RAIN

HIGH : 39°C
LOW : 33°C

World 5
Ukraine war risks crime spread like 
Yugoslavia, warns EU Commissioner

Business 6
Euro falls to 20-year low and nears  
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All eyes on Barshim for a big return at 
World Championships in Eugene

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Monday received a 
phone call from President of 
the Republic of Cyprus Nic-
os Anastasiades. During the 
phone call, they reviewed 
bilateral relationships 
between the two countries 
and ways to develop and 
enhance them as well as 
discussing several issues of 
common interest.

Amir, Cyprus 
president   
review ties

THE number of daily average 
cases among the com-
munity has seen a slight 
decrease this week, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH). Qatar has 
4,920 active COVID-19 cas-
es, with an average of 608 
people testing positive every 
day — 559 among people 
within the country and 49 
among returning travellers, 
it said. The ministry also 
reported a death in the last 
seven days, taking the death 
toll to 680. (TNN) 

Average 608 people 
test positive for 
COVID-19 daily, 
says MoPH
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SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR’S GDP growth should 
accelerate this year due to 
stronger private consumption, 
higher energy prices, ongoing 
gas sector investment, im-
proved ties with Gulf neigh-
bours and the boost to tourism 
late in the year from the FIFA 
World Cup, FocusEconomics 
has said in a report released 
recently.

FocusEconomics panel-
lists see a 4.3 percent rise in 
Qatar’s GDP during 2022 and 
2.8 percent growth in 2023.

According to the report, 
the non-energy economy ap-
peared to perform well in the 
first quarter of this year. The 
private-sector PMI averaged 
well in expansionary territory 

amid the reduced impact of 
the pandemic, while visitor ar-
rivals soared in annual terms, 
it said.

However, the report said, 
the energy sector seemed to 
perform relatively poorly with 
a double-digit annual decline 
in oil and gas output during 
February.

The early signs for the sec-
ond quarter of this year are 
positive as the PMI hit a series 
high in April amid strong rises 
in both output and new orders 
with the construction sector 
being the top performer.

Moreover, the report said, 
visitor arrivals were up 635 
percent year-on-year in April. 
In other economic develop-
ment, Qatar recently signed 
an energy partnership with 
Germany and pledged invest-

ment worth a total of roughly 
$18 billion in Spain and the 
UK. These moves bode well for 
Qatar’s trade ties and diversifi-
cation efforts, the report said.

As per the report, Qatar’s 
inflation rose from 4.4 percent 
to 4.7 percent between March 
and April.

“Price pressures are ex-
pected to remain elevated for 
the remainder of the year, on 
elevated commodity prices 
and stronger domestic con-
sumption. The possible in-
troduction of VAT remains 
an upside risk, although this 
appears increasingly likely to 

be delayed amid elevated in-
flation and booming energy 
prices,” the report said.

FocusEconomics panel-
lists see inflation averaging 
4 percent in 2022, which is 
unchanged from last month’s 
forecast, and 2.4 percent in 
2023. The report has also 
indicated that the GDP per 
capita in Qatar will also in-
crease from $79,881 in 2022 
to $101,124 in 2026.

According to the annual 
data released as part of the 
report, the country would wit-
ness a sustained increase in 
both imports and exports in 
the coming years. While the 
merchandise exports from the 
country are expected to rise 
from $110.8 billion in 2022 
to $128.5 billion in 2026, the 
report said, merchandise im-

ports would increase from 
$31.3 billion in 2022 to $41.6 
billion in 2026.

FocusEconomics, a leading 
provider of economic analysis, 
has also forecast that Qatar’s 
trade balance would rise from 
$79.5 billion in 2022 to $87 
billion in 2025.

The report has projected 
that Qatar’s current account 
balance will account for 5.4 
percent of the total GDP in 
2021. The percentage of the 
current account balance would 
rise to 7.5 percent in 2025, the 
report said. Qatar’s current ac-
count balance is expected to 
turn positive and reach $5.4 
billion in 2021, the report said, 
adding that it will continue to 
remain in the positive territo-
ry for the next four years and 
reach $15.5 billion in 2025.

Qatar’s GDP set to accelerate this year
About 4.3 percent rise in GDP expected in 2022, says FocusEconomics report

KATARA EID AL ADHA ACTIVITIES CONCLUDE
The Cultural Village 
Foundation (Katara) 
concluded Eid Al 
Adha activities, 
which included kids’ 
workshops, various 
theatrical perfor-
mances, and Katara 
Eidya, on Monday. 
However, Thuraya 
Planetarium Dome 
will continue its 
shows until Tuesday 
where the display of 
8 Scoops of Milky 
Way will kick off 
at 5 pm, The Stars 
show will begin at 
6 pm, and The Zula 
Patrol Show at 7 pm. 
The events were 
well received by the 
large people who vis-
ited Katara, as many 
children participated 
in the art workshops 
presented in building 
18. PAGE 12

Restaurants prohibited 
from requiring minimum 
order system, says MoCI

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI) has issued 
a reminder to prevent restau-
rants from requiring a mini-
mum order system that pushes 
customers to order items they 
do not need and yet pay money.

“No minimum charge. It is 
prohibited to apply a minimum 
charge requirement that oblig-
es customers to order items 
they do not need and pay addi-
tional sums,” the ministry said 
in a tweet on Monday.

In 2016, Circular No 6 of 2016 was issued to all restaurants, hotels, cafes 
and other similar stores that they must refrain from applying the minimum 
order system, or what is known as Minimum Charge and what harm it causes 
to consumers.

The circular obliges the owners of restaurants, hotels, cafes and other 
similar stores to refrain from imposing extra fees that are exaggerated as a 
minimum for customer consumption, on the grounds that this system pushes 
consumers to spend in excess of their real needs.

Sri Lanka’s parliament to elect 
new president on July 20

DPA
COLOMBO 

SRI Lanka’s parliament has decided 
to hold a vote on July 20 to choose 
one of its members to replace Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who has 
promised to resign by Wednesday, a 
cabinet minister said Monday.

The decision has been made to 
convene parliament on Friday, Min-
ister Prasanna Ranatunga said, call-
ing for nominations among mem-
bers of the 225-seat parliament.

He said the nominations should 
be submitted on July 19 and that a 
vote would be held the following 
day, in keeping with a decision taken 
at a meeting of political leaders led 
by parliamentary speaker Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena.

Rajapaksa is expected to resign 
on Wednesday following protests 
in the capital and across the coun-

try over the weekend. Sri Lanka’s 
leader of the opposition Sajith Pre-
madasa said his party was prepared 
to provide a leader for the new gov-

ernment. 
However, his party is not the 

only contender for the position of 
president. PAGE 3

Global population to hit 8 bn 
by end of year, says UN

THE global population is expected to reach eight billion 
on November 15, the United Nations has forecast, with 
India set to overtake China as the world’s most popu-
lous country next year. The UN noted on Monday it had 
taken hundreds of thousands of years for the world 
population to reach one billion and only 200 years to 
grow sevenfold. In 2011, it stood at seven billion.

While the forecast by the UN’s Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs said the world’s popula-
tion is growing at its slowest pace since 1950, it said 
the effect of the previous rapid growth would be felt for 
years to come. “[The] dramatic growth has been driven 
largely by increasing numbers of people surviving to 
reproductive age, and has been accompanied by major 
changes in fertility rates, increasing urbanization and 
accelerating migration,” the UN said. “These trends 
will have far-reaching implications for generations to 
come. The report forecast the global population to 
reach 8.5 billion in 2030 and 9.7 billion in 2050, 
peaking at about 10.4 billion people in the 2080s 
before steadying at that level until 2100.

The UN said while the growth in population was 

indicative of advances in health and economic develop-
ment, it also underlined the need for effective policies 
to tackle some of the world’s most pressing issues.

“Progress is not universal, throwing inequality 
into razor-sharp relief,” it said. “The same concerns 
and challenges raised 11 years ago remain or have 
worsened: Climate change, violence, discrimination.” 
(AGENCIES) PAGE 3

People crowd to visit Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s official residence 
in Colombo on Monday. (AFP)



02 Tuesday, July 12, 2022

Contact US: Qatar Tribune I EDITORIAL I Phone: 40002222 I ADMINISTRATION & MARKETING I Phone: 40002155, 40002122, Fax: 40002235  P.O. Box: 23493, Doha.

Amir sends greetings to president 
of Mongolia

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of 
the Republic of Mongolia Ukhnaa Khurelsukh on the 
anniversary of his country’s Independence Day on 
Monday. (QNA)

Amir sends condolences to 
president of Angola
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of condolences to President of 
the Republic of Angola Joao Lourenco on the death 
of former Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos San-
tos on Monday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to 
president of Mongolia
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations 
to President of the Republic of Mongolia Ukhnaa 
Khurelsukh on the anniversary of his country’s Inde-
pendence Day on Monday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences 
to president of Angola
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable of condolences to 
President of the Republic of Angola Joao Lourenco 
on the death of former Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos on Monday. ((QNA)

Prime Minister sends condolenc-
es to president of Angola
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a 
cable of condolences to President of the Republic 
of Angola HE Joao Lourenco on the death of former 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 
Monday.  (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Mongolian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable 
of congratulations to Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Mongolia Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai on the 
anniversary of his country’s Independence Day on 
Monday. (QNA)

PM receives call from Turkey’s 
minister of interior
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani received 
a telephone call from the Minister of Interior in 
the Republic of Turkey Suleyman Soylu, exchang-
ing greetings over Eid Al Adha on Monday.The call 
also dealt with reviewing bilateral relations and the 
means to enhance them, particularly in the security 
field. (QNA)

Quick read Abdominal pain top complaint at HGH 
Emergency Department in Eid period

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

ABDOMINAL pain, nausea 
and vomiting remained the top 
complaints with which adults 
reported to Hamad Medical 
Corporations’ (HMC) Emer-
gency Department (ED) during 
the Eid Al-Adha period.

Hamad General Hospital 
(HGH) ED received a total of 
242 cases on the third day of 
Eid. While most of them re-
ported abdominal pain, fever 
and cough, five cases were re-
lated to road traffic accidents 
(RTAs). Of the 242 cases, 142 
were related to males.

On the second day of Eid, 
HGH ED received a total of 250 
cases while on the first day of 
Eid, it had received 223 cases 
between 6am to 6pm. A ma-
jority of the complaints on the 
second day were of abdominal 
pain, nausea and vomiting. 
While these complaints were 
there on the first day also, fever 

and throat pain were also re-
ported that day.

Among children, most of 

the cases seen at the Paediat-
ric Emergency Centres related 
to gastroenteritis and upper 

respiratory tract infection. The 
total number of children who 
were attended to at the PECs 

across Qatar on the second day 
of Eid was 1,128. Out of that 
number, 439 were Qatari chil-
dren. PEC Al Sadd received 655 
patients, PEC Al Rayyan 296, 
PEC Airport 102 while PEC Al 
Daayen saw 75 patients.  The 
PECs received a total of 952 
cases on the first day of Eid.

Dr Rana Abdulla El Sayed, 
Vice Chair-man and Senior Con-
sultant of the Emergency Depart-
ment had said recently that in 
order to avoid gastroenteritis one 
should avoid too much meat and 
sweets and drink plenty of fluids. 
“Try to avoid junk food as much 
as you can and avoid drinking too 
much tea and coffee, as this can 
lead to dehydration later.”

In addition, the HMC’s Am-
bulance Service attended to 249 
medical cases and 29 trauma 
cases out of which 6 were re-
lated to road traffic accidents. 
Four of the cases were assigned 
to LifeFlight, the air ambulance 
service but were cancelled be-
fore airborne.

DoM Qatar and Calicut University stage ‘Kick Off 2022’ in support of WC 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DIASPORA of Malappuram 
(DoM Qatar), an organisation 
of Indian expatriates in Qatar 
from Malappuram district of 
the southern Indian state of 
Kerala, organised an event 
titled ‘Kick Off 2022’, in as-
sociation with the Calicut Uni-
versity, on the university cam-
pus recently. The event was 
part of DoM Qatar’s year-long 
programmes in support of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

The event comprised three 
sessions. The first session was 
an intercollegiate quiz com-
petition on world football, led 
by GS Pradeep, which saw the 
participation of 100 students 
from 100 colleges across In-
dia. Alex Alysious and Adarsh 
from the National College 
Alappuzha, Muhammed 
Faheem and Muhammed 
Muhfin from Delhi University, 
and Alex Robert and Aju Babu 
from Alphonsa College Thiru-
vambaadi won the first three 
prizes, respectively. Calicut 
University Vice Chancellor Dr 
MK Jayaraj presented the cer-

tificates and cash awards to the 
winners. The first three teams 
received Rs52,022, Rs25,022 
and Rs12,022, respectively, in 
cash prizes.

A huge gate showing DoM 
Qatar’s support for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 wel-
comed the participants and 
the audience to the venue. 
An exhibition on World Cup 
football stadiums in Qatar was 
also organized as part of the 
programme. 

The second session of the 
event was a symposium on 
sports, presided by DoM Qa-
tar President VC Mashhood. 
General Secretary Abdul Asees 
Chevidikunnan welcomed the 
participants and the audience. 
Videos on the World Cup sta-
diums and other facilities in 
Qatar, the rich culture of Qa-
tar, etc. were screened during 
the event.

At the inaugural session of 
the symposium, DoM Qatar 
and the University of Calicut 
honoured former Indian na-
tional football player Dr I M 
Vijayan on his achievement 
of a doctorate from a Russian 
university for his contribu-

tions to football in India.
Well-known Malayalam 

football commentator Shaiju 
Damodaran, Dr VP Zakir Hus-
sain, Director of Department 
of Physical Education at Cali-
cut University Damodharan, 
international sports writer 
Kamal Varadur and Associate 
Professor at the Department 
of Physical Education at the 
university Dr Muhammadali 
Palliyali presented various 
topics at the symposium. 

Footballs bearing the 
World Cup Qatar 2022 logo, 
provided by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 

Legacy, the organizing body 
of the World Cup in Qatar, 
were distributed to the vice-
chancellor and other guests, 
as well as the contestants, se-
lected colleges and clubs. For-
mer Indian goalkeeper Victor 
Manjila and sports journalist 
Jeena Paul delivered felicita-
tion speeches. Vice President 
Basheer Kuniyil concluded the 
session with a vote of thanks.

Following the indoor 
programmes in the seminar 
complex of the university, a 
veteran’s football match was 
also held at university football 
ground, which saw the par-

ticipation of several former 
national and state football 
players. Officials represent-
ing District Football Associa-

tion and Kerala Olympic As-
sociation were also present at 
the event. Abdul Latheef E K, 
Vrinda K Nair, Dr VV Hamza, 

Rufsa Shamir, Fazilah Mash-
hood, Selina, Junaibah Suraj 
and Rajish Chelari led the pro-
grammes.

A view of the Hamad General Hospital Emergency Department.

Doha Revolt Stars team wins Cric Qatar’s Eid Cup

A total of 16 teams took part in Cric 
Qatar’s two-day Eid Cup cricket 
tournament. 

Organised by the HIQ Group, 
the tournament aims to provide 
opportunities to  expatriate youth 
in Qatar to show their skills with 
bat and ball, said Syed Rafi, the 
chairman of Cric Qatar. This was 
their 16th tournament.

The tournament was also 

meant to celebrate Eid Al-Adha 
with a mix of nationalities wherein 
expatriate players from India, Pa-
kistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 
Nepal participated. The final match 
was played between Doha Revolt 
Stars and Asian XI team.

Batting first, Doha Revolt 
Stars scored 93 runs for the loss 
of 7 wickets in the stipulated eight 
overs. Chasing the target, Asian XI 

team were able to score 90 runs for 
the loss of 5 wickets in the given 
eight overs.

Shammad of Doha Revolt Stars 
was declared man of the match for 
scoring 31 runs in 16 balls with 2 
boundaries and 3 sixes and taking 
3 wickets in his 2-over spell. From 
Asian XI the top scorer was Lasan-
tha Fernando with 44 runs from 20 
balls with 6 sixes and 1 boundary. 

He also claimed 2 wickets in his 
bowling spell. Syed Rafi thanked 
the committee members, Mohd 
Irfan, Mohd Atif, Tanwir, Syed 
Tausif, Ayub, Mohd Farhan, Umair 
for their immense support in suc-
cessfully organising the tourna-
ment at a short notice of just 6 days.

The 16 teams which partici-
pated in this cricket tournament 
were QBC Rangers, HIQ Cricket 

Club, Abunakhla CC, United 
Lanka, MarcQatar, Coastal Kings, 
Highway Boys CC, Asian XI, Doha 
Revolt Stars, New Bharat CC, DPS 
Challengers, Rising Stars CC, Black 
Tech Boys, Al Meer CC, Massive 
CC and Aando Team. Syed Rafi 
thanked all the teams for their 
trust and confidence in Cric Qatar 
and assured them of much better 
matches in future ahead. (TNN)

Winners Doha Revolt team pose with their winning trophy of the Cric Qatar’s two-day Eid Cup cricket tournament.



dpa 
Colombo

Sri Lanka’s parliament has 
decided to hold a vote on 
July 20 to choose one of its 
members to replace President 
Gotabaya rajapaksa, who 
has promised to resign by 
Wednesday, a cabinet minister 
said Monday.

The decision has been 
made to convene parliament 
on Friday, Minister Prasanna 
ranatunga said, calling for 
nominations among members 
of the 225-seat parliament.

He said the nominations 
should be submitted on July 19 
and that a vote would be held 
the following day, in keep-
ing with a decision taken at a 
meeting of political leaders led 
by parliamentary speaker Ma-
hinda Yapa Abeywardena.

rajapaksa is expected to 
resign on Wednesday follow-
ing protests in the capital and 
across the country over the 
weekend.

Sri Lanka’s leader of the 
opposition Sajith Premadasa 
said his party was prepared to 
provide a leader for the new 
government.

However, his party is not 
the only contender for the po-
sition of president.

Protesters and opposition 
parties have also demanded 
the resignation of Prime Min-
ister ranil Wickremesinghe, 
threatening to call an island-

wide strike by Thursday if 
both leaders have not resigned 
by that point.

On Monday, President 
Gotabaya rajapaksa officially 
communicated to Wickremes-
inghe that he would step down 
by July 13. However, protest-

ers are demanding that he re-
sign from office immediately, 
officials said.

The president has not ap-
peared in public recently, but 
speaker Abeywardena said he 
was still in the country.  The 
protesters are continuing their 

campaign and have vowed to 
keep occupying the president’s 
and prime minister’s official 
residences and offices until 
the president’s resignation is 
announced.

Protesters spent their third 
day at the president’s resi-
dence on Monday, using the 
facilities including the gym-
nasium and swimming pool. 
Security staff made no effort 
to regain control of the three 
buildings, police said.

Sri Lanka has been roiled 
by protests over the past three 
months, triggered by severe 
shortages of fuel, medicines 
and food.

Sri Lanka’s appeal to the 
international Monetary Fund 
(iMF) for a bailout package is 
currently under review.

Central Bank Governor 
Nandalal Weerasinghe told 
the media on Monday that the 
prolonged political instabil-
ity in the country could delay 
talks over the iMF bailout 
package.

Police said aside from the 
protesters occupying three 
state buildings, overall, the 
security situation was under 
control. 

Sri Lanka’s parliament to  
elect new leader on July 20

People line up to visit presidential secretariat in Colombo on Monday. (AFP)

dpa 
JAkArtA

CHiNA on Monday 
urged South-East Asian coun-
tries not to take sides in the 
rivalry between major global 
powers and warned them not 
to be used as pawns, in an ap-
parent reference to Washing-
ton’s policy to contain Beijing.  
Countries in the region should 

remain independent and re-
spect each other’s sovereignty, 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said in a speech at 
the secretariat of the Associa-
tion of the South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN).   

“We should insulate this 
region from geopolitical cal-
culations and the trap of the 
law of the jungle, from being 
used as chess pieces in major 

power rivalry, and from coer-
cion by hegemony and bully-
ing,” Wang said.  

The region should re-
ject attempts to divide it into 
“confrontational and exclu-
sive groups” in an apparent 
reference to US-led security 
initiatives including the so-
called Quad and AUKUS, 
Wang said.

The Quadrilateral Secu-

rity Dialogue, or the Quad, 
consists of the United States, 
Japan, Australia and india. 
AUKUS is a security pact un-
der which the United States 
and Britain will help Can-
berra build nuclear-powered 
submarines.

“We should uphold true 
regional cooperation that 
unites countries within the 
region and remain open to 

countries outside, and reject 
the kind of fake regional co-
operation that keeps a certain 
country out and targets cer-
tain side,” he said.  

Wang has been on a tour 
of South-East Asia to pro-
mote China’s Global Devel-
opment initiative, which Bei-
jing has touted as a solution 
to “the global peace deficit 
and security dilemma.”

China warns SEA nations not to be used as pawns in power rivalry

dpa 
New York

THE global population is con-
tinuing to increase but growth 
is becoming slower, according 
to a new UN report to mark 
World Population Day on 
Monday.

“in 2020, the growth rate 
of the global population fell 
under 1 per cent per year for 
the first time since 1950,” the 
report notes.

Despite regional differ-
ences, John Wilmoth, direc-
tor of the UN’s Population 
Division, sees opportunities in 

this development for develop-
ing countries. Alongside fight-
ing poverty and hunger, there 
could be benefits in education, 
because fewer children means 
more attention per child.

“When the average fam-
ily size goes down, it becomes 
possible for both families and 
societies to invest more in each 
child and to raise the quality of 
the education and develop the 
human capital of the popula-
tion,” Wilmoth told dpa.

At the same time, lower 
birth rates mean an ageing 
population overall and a larg-
er proportion of people being 

at an age where they need as-
sistance. This will also be af-

fected by an increase in life 
expectancy from 72.8 in 2019 

to 77.2 in 2050, the UN esti-
mates.

More and more high-in-
come countries will slip into 
negative population trends, 
like Japan has already done 
today. To maintain a stable 
growth rate, countries like 
Germany would need to rely 
on migration.

Despite the slowdown in 
growth, the UN expects the 
world’s population to pass the 
8 billion mark before the end 
of the year - probably around 
November 15.

By 2030, researchers pre-
dict around 8.5 billion people, 

then a peak of around 10.4 bil-
lion in 2080. Numbers are ex-
pected to remain at that level 
until around 2100.

Wilmoth warned that pro-
jections for developments 80 
years from now should be tak-
en with a grain of salt.

“For the next 30 or 40 
years we know pretty well 
what’s going to happen with 
the population of individual 
countries and globally. But 
beyond that you’re starting 
to look at two or three gen-
erations out into the future. in 
that timeframe, there’s a lot 
more uncertainty,” he said.

World population growth slowing, 8 billion expected by year’s end: UN

World

Commuters ride bicycles along a street in Beijing recently. (AFP)

Monsoon rains in Pakistan 
kill 147 in less than a month

agencies 

THE death toll from rain-
related incidents over the 
past month has risen to 147 
as monsoon rains continue to 
lash Pakistan, triggering flash 
floods in some parts of the 
country, officials say.

The National Disaster 
Management Authority said 
88 women and children were 
among the dead. The monsoon 
rains also damaged homes, 
roads, bridges and power sta-
tions across the country, it 
said.

The situation was particu-
larly dire in the major south-
ern port city of Karachi, the 
country’s largest, where entire 
neighbourhoods remained 
submerged on Monday, leav-
ing commuters stranded in 
places or attempting to wave 
through knee-deep water on 
foot or on bicycles.

“At the moment, the situ-
ation is like this that we need 
to travel by boat rather than in 
vehicles as the roads are flood-
ed,” said one resident, Abdul 
raheem.

Some Karachi residents 
said they were forced to aban-
don their cars on submerged 
roads and walk through waist-
high water. Authorities sum-
moned paramilitary troops to 
help with efforts to drain the 
waters from flooded streets 
and evacuate people.

The rains are said to be al-
most twice as heavy as the av-
erage downpour at this time of 
the year. They started in mid-
June, initially causing havoc 

in southwestern Balochistan 
province, where 63 people 
have died so far.

in Sindh province, of 
which Karachi is the capital, 
the disaster control agency 
said at least 26 people died. 
Heavy rain also struck nation-
al capital islamabad and the 
eastern Punjab province.

Hundreds more were left 
homeless after their homes 
collapsed in the rain and 
flooding, he said, adding that 

eight dams had burst due to 
the heavy rains.

in northwestern Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, two 
people, including a six-year-
old, died and four were injured 
when their house collapsed 
due to rain, according to an of-
ficial statement over the week-
end.

Experts say climate change 
is the cause for the heavier 
than average downpour in Pa-
kistan.

Every year, many cities in 
Pakistan struggle with the an-
nual monsoon deluge, draw-
ing criticism about poor gov-
ernment planning.

The season runs from July 
through September and ex-
perts say rains are essential for 
irrigating crops and replenish-
ing dams and other water res-
ervoirs in Pakistan.

in 2010, the worst floods 
in memory affected 20 mil-
lion people in Pakistan, with 
damage to infrastructure 
running into billions of dol-
lars and huge swaths of crops 
destroyed as one-fifth of the 
country was inundated.

Japan wants 
to ‘drastically’ 
boost nation’s 
defence: PM

dpa 
tokYo 

JAPANESE Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said on Mon-
day he wants to “drastically 
strengthen” the country’s 
defence in the coming years, 
according to the Kyodo news 
agency.

His ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) had won a 
clear victory in elections to the 
upper house of the national 
parliament the previous day.

Against the backdrop of 
russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
China’s growing ambition for 
power and the threat of North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile 
programmes, the party wants 
to increase the country’s de-
fence budget to 2% or more of 
gross domestic product (GDP).

Kishida said he would con-
tinue the legacy of his prede-
cessor Shinzo Abe, who was 
assassinated two days before 
the election.

This includes amending the 
pacifist post-war constitution, 
which had been Abe’s political 
goal in life. He wanted to anchor 
the existence of the military in 
the constitution. Although he 
did not succeed in amending 
the constitution, he simply had 
it “reinterpreted” in order to 
expand the role of the military 
alongside the current protecting 
power, the United States.

The camp of supporters 
of constitutional change - be-
sides the coalition parties also 
two conservative opposition 
parties - secured the neces-
sary two-thirds majority in the 
election to the upper house, 
which is considered the less 
powerful of the two houses of 
parliament. Abe believed that 
the constitution did not match 
Japan’s status as an independ-
ent nation, as it had been im-
posed on Japan in 1946 by the 
then occupying power, the US.

Today, the US is Japan’s 
protecting power.

agencies 

THE Unification Church 
acknowledged Monday that 
the mother of the man ac-
cused of assassinating for-
mer Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe is a member, 
but that an investigation is 
ongoing into media specu-
lation that her donations 
may have angered her son 
and led to the killing.

Police have said the 
suspect, Tetsuya Yamag-
ami, told investigators he 
wanted to kill Abe because 
of his rumored connec-
tion to an organization 
he resented, which police 
did not identify. Japanese 
media reports said it was 
a religious group, and cit-
ed large donations by his 
mother and his anger over 
her subsequent bankruptcy 
as a possible motive.

Tomihiro Tanaka, head 
of the Unification Church’s 
Japan branch, acknowl-
edged at a news conference 
that she was a member, but 
declined to comment on 
the specifics of her dona-
tions, saying a police inves-
tigation is underway. 

Speaking in gener-
alities, he confirmed some 
people had made gener-
ous donations, but stressed 
none was forced.

The church is also 
known as the Family Fed-
eration for World Peace 
and Unification, founded in 
South Korea by the late Sun 
Myung Moon.

Tanaka brushed off the 
media reports as specula-
tion, stressing the motive 
was still unclear.

“Trying to understand 
how such hatred may have 
possibly led to the killing is 
totally perplexing,” Tanaka 
said.

Abe was not a church 
member, but may have spo-
ken at some events held by 
affiliated groups, Tanaka 
said.

Abe was fatally shot last 
Friday in Nara in western 
Japan while campaigning 
for Sunday’s parliamen-
tary elections. Video and 
photos taken by people in 
the crowd show the suspect 
pulling out a homemade 
gun. Two smoke-filled 
blasts were fired. Abe col-
lapsed and was later de-
clared dead at a hospital.

“This is something that 
should never have hap-
pened, and i feel a deep 
outrage,” Tanaka said, 
bowing deeply. 

“My heart aches that 
Japan has lost a loved and 
respected leader.” 

Such bows are part of 
Japanese protocol to ex-
press condolences and do 
not necessarily signify ad-
mission of guilt.

Tanaka said Yamag-
ami’s mother joined the 
church in the late 1990s 
and has been participat-
ing in church events about 
once a month lately. There 
were years in between dur-

ing which she did not come 
at all, he said.

Although the church 
has had scandals related 
to donations, compliance 
measures were set up in 
2009, and there have not 
been any major troubles 
since then, Tanaka said.

“The amount of dona-
tions is up to each indi-
vidual,” he said. “We are 
grateful to those who give 
large donations, but noth-
ing is required.” The news 
conference started with 
Tanaka bowing in a solemn 
moment of prayer. “As a 
religious leader, i take this 
extremely seriously,” Tana-
ka said of Abe’s assassina-
tion.

Japanese media reports 
say Yamagami’s mother 
declared bankruptcy in 
2002, but Tanaka said re-
cords dating back 20 years 
couldn’t be confirmed and 
that details were unknown.

Yamagami is under cus-
tody and not available for 
comment.

The Unification Church 
has been embroiled in con-
troversies over the years. 
Since its founding in 1954, 
Moon built a business 
empire with hundreds of 
ventures in more than a 
half dozen countries, from 
hospitals and universities 
to newspapers and a ballet 
troupe.

The controversial prac-
tices include mass arranged 
weddings, often pairing fol-
lowers from different coun-
tries, aimed at building 
a multicultural religious 
world.

in Japan, famous ac-
tresses have joined the 
church, while politicians 
courted friendly ties be-
cause of the church’s in-
fluence. The Japan branch 
was founded in 1959. 
Church spokesperson Ahn 
Ho-yeul said the church has 
300,000 believers in Japan 
and 150,000-200,000 in 
South Korea.

The church’s beliefs are 
based on the idea that love 
in marriage and family is 
what God wants for world 
peace and harmony.

The majority of Japa-
nese people adhere to a mix 
of Shinto and Buddhism.

Unification Church 
distances itself 
from Shinzo Abe’s 
assassination

People carrying their belongings wade through a flooded street after a 
heavy rain shower in Karachi on Monday. (AFP)

Tomihiro Tanaka, head of the 
Japan branch of the  
Unification Church, in Tokyo on 
Monday. (AFP)
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Tony norman

W
hen even white people have 
begun noticing the paradoxes 
in the criminal justice system, 
then the contradictions have 
become too blatant to chalk 

up to “the way things have always been 
done.”

A passive belief in the status quo has 
worked for centuries in America. It insu-
lated whole police departments from Los 
Angeles and Chicago to Philly and new 
York from internal reform and public 
scrutiny for decades.

“We’re here to protect and serve the 
public,” the various Fraternal Order of 
Police bosses used to insist even as the 
most brutal and corrupt practices of their 
members were exposed. In the end, pub-
lic sympathy usually sided with the police 
anyway, especially when it came to police 
shootings.

Why? Put simply, it’s hard for many 
white Americans to relate to Black peo-
ple fleeing local cops or defying them in 
any way. Running always implies guilt. 
Guilt means the death penalty is always 
on the table, even if the crime is a bro-
ken headlight or a right-turn without the 
blinker on.

Still, an event like the murder of 
George Floyd two years ago has a way of 
breaking through the “protect and serve” 
narrative that runs counter to the experi-
ence of millions of Americans.

That narrative is further destabilized 
when something as monstrous as the 
killing of Jayland Walker in Akron hap-
pens. eight officers pursuing Walker on 
foot, after a traffic stop went south, shot 
at him more than 90 times. Sixty of their 
bullets connected after two or three at-
tempts to tase him missed.

The cops, high on adrenaline and 
rage because a few believed he’d taken 
a shot at them, pursued him the way 
hounds pursue a woodland stag.

Still, 60 shots for what amounts to a 

broken taillight or some other automo-
tive irregularity sounds pretty excessive. 
Some Americans who used to give the 
police the automatic benefit of the doubt 
are now asking inconvenient questions 
as they compare the treatment of Jayland 
Walker to the mass shooter taken alive 
after the highland Park massacre.

“Why are young, white mass murder-
ers usually taken alive by police if they 
don’t kill themselves first, but black sus-
pects — armed or unarmed — are turned 
into Swiss cheese, choked to death or 
tased to death for far less serious crimes? 
Why is the fear factor so disproportion-
ate given the crimes they’re accused of 
committing?”

Of course, Black folks have been in-
sisting that this has been reality for gen-
erations. We’ve always noticed the con-
tradiction between the lofty rhetoric of 
law enforcement and what actually hap-
pens at street level — because it happens 
to us. What’s changed is the presence of 
cameras capturing these once-disputed 
encounters on video for public scrutiny.

If the Uvalde school massacre taught 
us anything, it’s that police officers are 
under no obligation to risk their lives for 
the public; that’s a public relations myth 

courtesy of the FOP.
In many cases, the bravest among 

them will run toward danger reflexively 
and would never dream of standing out-
side a classroom for 90 minutes doing 
nothing while children and teachers were 
slaughtered.

Other cops take a more practical risk/
benefit approach to danger. What are the 
chances of getting killed in the line of 
duty by playing the hero? They just want 
to go home at the end of the day. They 
don’t want to be heroes or villains.

Contrary to what many believe, the 
ultimate duty of cops is not to “protect 
and serve.” Whatever you think your tax 
dollars are paying for, it doesn’t buy you 
a trained security guard at your beck and 
call when you’re in trouble.

Cops have a choice about when to 
exercise lethal force and under what con-
ditions. When facing someone who has 
proven their lethality by wielding weap-
ons of war, they’re far more cautious and 
deferential, even if the killer is barely old 
enough to drink.

There are folks who will explain the 
inequality of outcomes as a function of 
how much the suspect obeys authority. 
“The mass shooter bought his weapons 

legally and obeyed commands to put 
down his weapons immediately once 
confronted. The Black motorist, who 
may or may not have had a legally regis-
tered weapon, ran, forcing the cops who 
were afraid of him to pursue and empty 
their guns in him. he presented a far 
more compelling danger to the officers.”

Of course, this is the logic of mad 
men, but it is the rationale that millions 
of Americans swear by. They see no con-
nection between systemic racism and the 
training of police officers that results in 
a disproportionate number of deaths of 
Black motorists.

One could ask why cops are driving 
around looking for reasons to pull cars 
with broken taillights over in the first 
place when they can issue fines electroni-
cally or by mail. There doesn’t have to be 
interaction between cops and drivers at 
all, thus cutting down on fatal encounters.

The cops decided to chase Jayland 
Walker because one of them believed a 
“flash” he saw was a gun discharged in his 
direction. This amped up his colleagues 
and the hunt was on. The Akron police 
released the bodycams of the officers in-
volved, and it was a chilling spectacle.

They were all racing to play “hero” 
by killing an unarmed suspect. They all 
made the choice, which was their offi-
cial prerogative, to kill another human. 
Their adrenaline demanded a release, so 
they pulled the triggers. They believed 
Jayland Walker was a shadow creature 
invulnerable to pain, so they lost every 
moral inhibition to complete the mission 
— kill this man, this ‘Other’ with extreme 
prejudice.

Then they handcuffed him despite 
the fact he was a shivering and mutilated 
mess with 60 bloody holes in him. What-
ever they thought they were shooting at 
that night, it wasn’t a human being with 
hopes and dreams they were bound to 
respect.

Are you feeling “served and protect-
ed” yet?
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Can Gun Insurance Mandates Stem America’s Torrent Of Firearm Violence?
michael hilTzik

P
eRhAPS the most heart-
rending story coming out of 
the July 4 massacre in high-
land Park, Illinois, is that of 
Aidan McCarthy, the 2-year-

old boy found at the scene of the 
tragedy looking for his parents.

They were among the seven 
people killed by a rooftop sniper as 
they watched an Independence Day 
parade.

Aiden is now in the care of his 
grandparents. he’s also the ben-
eficiary of a GoFundMe campaign 
that, as of this writing, has raised 
$2.3 million from 42,600 dona-
tions.

Those circumstances under-
score not only the horror and trag-
edy of the July 4 attack, but the 
question about who should pay the 
cost for America’s seemingly end-
less torrent of gun violence — as 
well as the feebleness of the official 
response to the crisis. If politicians 
remain in thrall to the national 
Rifle Association and therefore are 
unwilling to take action against gun 
violence, perhaps the market can 
step in.

That’s the idea behind legis-
lation being pondered in several 
states, including California, to re-
quire gun owners to carry liability 
insurance.

Only one such law has been 
passed thus far — by the city of San 
Jose, which was the scene of a mass 
shooting at a regional rail yard in 
May 2021 in which 10 people died, 
including the shooter. It enacted an 
insurance mandate in February.

even before the city ordinance 
was passed, it came under attack 
from gun rights advocates; their 

lawsuit seeking to invalidate the 
ordinance is currently before U.S. 
Judge Beth Labson Freeman of San 
Jose. The ordinance requires all 
gun owners to carry liability insur-
ance “specifically covering losses or 
damages resulting from any acci-
dental use of the Firearm, including 
but not limited to death, injury or 
property damage.” The ordinance 
also imposes an annual fee expect-
ed to be about $25 on gun owners to 
fund a municipal program for “gun 
harm reduction.”

A liability insurance mandate 
was introduced in the state Legis-
lature last month by Sen. nancy 
Skinner (D-Berkeley), requiring 
that gun owners carry liability in-
surance explicitly covering dam-
age or injury from the negligent or 
accidental discharge of a firearm 
(most homeowner policies implic-
itly cover those cases, but don’t say 
so specifically).

A measure requiring liability 
coverage of at least $1 million has 
been introduced in new York state.

These measures have several 
goals. The most obvious is to pro-
vide that gun owners, rather than 
victims of shootings or the public, 
bear the costs of gun violence. An-
other is in effect to outsource the 
regulation of gun safety to the pri-
vate market, and to do so in ways 
that are immune from constitution-
al challenges.

“Government may not be the 
best entity to do the regulating,” 
says San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. 
“Sometimes the private sector can 
do so more effectively.”

The most often cited analogue is 
auto safety. The San Jose ordinance 
states that auto insurance used pre-
miums to “reward good driving and 

incentivize use of airbags and other 
safety features,” contributing to a 
reduction in auto fatalities per mile 
by nearly 80% from 1967 through 
2019.

“Insurers have a real incentive 
to understand the risks, what in-
creases the risk of a car accident, 
what steps can be taken to reduce 
it, and then to decide whether they 
underwrite the cost,” says Peter 
Kochenburger, an expert in insur-
ance law at the University of Con-
necticut School of Law. “The hope 
is that insurers will serve a private 
governance or private regulatory 
function — private because they 
can’t tell anyone what to do, they 
can just make decisions about what 
to insure and at what price.”

This doesn’t place insurers in 
the role of police, says heidi Li 
Feldman of Georgetown University 
Law Center, but rather “privatizes 
the promotion of gun safety.... We 
create market mechanisms that al-

low people some range of choice, 
and let the market decide what the 
costs will be for people who want to 
engage in risky behavior. We do this 
with all sorts of products.”

The makers of products carry-
ing inherent dangers, whether baby 
cribs or gas heaters, can be sued for 
injuries they cause. That legal ex-
posure is reflected in the cost of the 
products themselves.

Gun manufacturers, however, 
have been largely immunized from 
the same exposure by the Protec-
tion of Lawful Commerce in Arms 
Act, or PLCAA, a notorious law 
that in effect barred civil lawsuits 
against gun manufacturers for the 
“criminal or unlawful misuse” of 
their products.

The law was signed by George 
W. Bush in 2005 after it had been 
championed by the nRA, which de-
clared its passage “an historic vic-
tory.”

Gun manufacturers, conse-

quently, haven’t built the cost of 
compensating injured people into 
their products.

“Given the power of the gun 
lobby,” Feldman says, “one alterna-
tive is to make gun owners, who are 
also in the potential chain of vio-
lence, bear some of the cost of try-
ing to prevent that violence.... We 
are asking that people participate 
in a market mechanism that accu-
rately reflects the dangers and costs 
of owning guns and particular types 
of guns.”

With only the San Jose law on 
the books, it isn’t yet clear how in-
surers will assess those costs. Con-
ceivably, however, they could base 
premiums for liability coverage 
on considerations already applied 
to homeowner policies (such as 
whether a home has known perils 
such as a pool or trampoline or dog 
breeds known for biting) or auto 
policies (such as whether a driver 
has a record of speeding or has 
taken and passed a driver training 
course).

Insurers might consider the 
types of guns in a household, wheth-
er they are secured in a safe, and 
whether the household includes 
people known to show an elevated 
risk of violence, whether because of 
a police record or age and gender.

Laws like San Jose’s and the pro-
posals in California and other states 
might not keep events like the July 
4 massacre in highland Park from 
recurring, once a determined killer 
got his or her hands on a weapon. 
But they might limit that access by 
driving up the cost of ownership: 
higher premiums might lead gun 
buyers to think twice about acquir-
ing an assault weapon or multiple 
weapons or place the price of those 

weapons out of reach.
Up to now, insurers haven’t 

made much of an effort to develop 
data on what factors contribute to a 
higher probability of misuse. That’s 
largely because they haven’t needed 
to. “What creates insurers’ desire or 
need for information is what risks 
they have,” Kochenburger told me. 
“In liability insurance, you can only 
be sued if the law says you’re liable.”

Gun owners’ liability for how 
their guns are used isn’t deeply in-
grained in the law, so violent out-
comes don’t necessarily present a 
liability underwriting issue.

The vast majority of firearm 
deaths, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
are suicides (53.7%) or homicides 
(42.9%). Only about 1.2% — or 535 
deaths out of a total of 45,222 fire-
arm deaths in 2020 — are classified 
as “unintentional,” the category 
that might most commonly be cov-
ered by insurance.

“Insurance companies have 
minimal skin in this game,” 
Kochenburger says.

An increasingly important 
consideration is how the Supreme 
Court might view gun insurance 
mandates. Under normal circum-
stances, Feldman says, these laws 
would be largely unchallenged.

“Instead of the state being the 
arbiter of who gets to own which 
sorts of guns, the market plays the 
role,” she says. “either it becomes 
prohibitively expensive for people 
to buy certain types of insurance, or 
prohibitively expensive for insurers 
to offer certain types of insurance. 
That’s a very small-d-democratic 
way to deal with an activity that 
throws off a lot of risk on other 
people.”

WITh two shots from a homemade firearm, a disturbed 
individual cut down Japan’s longest-serving prime 
minister, Shinzo Abe, as he campaigned for his po-

litical party ahead of parliamentary elections. During his 
second and longest stint as prime minister, from 2012 to 
2020, Abe was a forceful world figure, taking up a regional 
trade deal when the Trump administration withdrew and 
working to resurrect Japan’s military after it was all but 
abolished after World War II.

he made serious mistakes, including a stubborn re-
fusal to accept the totality of Japan’s responsibility for 
war crimes committed in the first half of the 20th century. 
But on the long, positive side of the ledger, he managed to 
jump-start Japan’s stalled economy and cultivated close 
relationships with many world leaders. Up until the day of 
his death, he exerted huge political influence in his coun-
try.

now, he joins the very small group of people felled by 
firearms in Japan. Despite having more than a third the 
population of the United States, gun deaths there routine-
ly top out at under 10 per year. not per day, not per week 
— per year. Controlling for population, there are on aver-
age more than 4,000 times as many annual gun deaths in 
the United States than in Japan.

It’s clear now that the killer, for whom a motive re-
mains hazy, made his own gun and likely his own am-
munition, which would have been ineffective at anything 
but very close range. Abe’s security failed to interdict the 
shooter before he struck, and to some extent he got lucky.

 had he been able to walk into a store and purchase 
an AR-15 and copious ammunition, he would have been 
able to perch on a rooftop and take out Abe and half the 
crowd to boot, as the highland Park killer did on July 
Fourth. Before the usual suspects cry that gun regulation 
doesn’t work, imagine how much safer our streets would 
be if would-be killers had to make their own guns instead 
of easily buying weapons of war.

Shinzo Abe’s 
Assassination Was  
An Extraordinarily 

Rare Firearm Fatality  
For Japan

Chairs, bicycles and strollers were left behind at the scene of a mass shooting 
on the fourth of July parade route along the Central Avenue in Highland Park.
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Britain’s Foreign secretary Liz 
truss announced her bid become 
the Conservative party’s new leader 
on sunday, making her the tenth 
contender in the race.

the new tory leader will replace 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
who was forced to step down after 
dozens of members of government 
resigned in protest after a series of 
scandals.

truss, a senior Cabinet minister 
widely expected to be a front-runner 
in the already crowded race, prom-
ised to “start cutting taxes from day 
one” to help with the cost of living.

she joins contenders including 
trade minister Penny Mordaunt, 
former health secretaries sajid 
Javid and Jeremy Hunt, ex-chan-
cellor rishi sunak, his successor 
nadhim Zahawi, and transport 
secretary Grant shapps.

Former minister Kemi Bad-
enoch and senior backbencher tom 
tugendhat have also thrown their 
hats into the ring.

truss’s pledge to scrap a con-
troversial national insurance rise 
which came into effect in april, mir-
rors that of rival Javid.

it marks a departure from her 
defence of the policy as a minister 
in Johnson’s Cabinet, prior to his 
resignation, when she was bound by 

collective responsibility to support 
the move publicly.

the levy was introduced to raise 
funds for the nHs and social care, 
but has proved controversial at a 
time when households are feeling 
the squeeze from soaring food and 
energy bills.

truss argued “it isn’t right to be 
putting up taxes now”, and as leader 
she would take “immediate action” 
to assist with living costs.

she said she would “keep corpo-
ration tax competitive” - hinting that 
she wants to look again at sunak’s 
plans to hike the rate in april 2023, 
but did not go so far as to match some 
of her fellow contenders’ pledges to 
scrap the rise entirely.

Britain’s foreign secretary Truss confirms 
bid to replace prime minister Johnson

News 
in brief

Rape investigation into French Interior 
Minister Darmanin dropped
Paris The French authorities have dropped a rape investigation 
into interior Minister Gérald darmanin, dpa learned from the 
judicial authorities in Paris on Monday.

The relevant instruction was issued on Friday.
a woman laid a charge against darmanin in 2017, ac-

cusing him of forcing her to have sex with him in 2009 in 
exchange for legal support. at the time he sat on the municipal 
council in Tourcoing in northern France.

darmanin, who is now 39, denied the allegation, and prose-
cutors dropped the investigation in 2018, before subsequently 
reopening it.

The decision to appoint darmanin to the interior Ministry in 
2020 caused controversy in France in the light of the ongoing 
investigation. (dpa)

Putin signs decree putting Russian 
passports on offer to all Ukraine
Moscow russian President Vladimir Putin has signed a decree 
simplifying the process for Ukrainian residents to get russian 
citizenship, four and a half months after the start of russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

The simplified rules had already been in effect for two 
separatist regions in eastern Ukraine. But the decision is a 
concern for Ukraine, since russian military doctrine justifies 
interventions in cases where it is seen as necessary to jump 
in to protect the rights of russian citizens, which could now 
potentially be all of Ukraine, in Moscow’s eyes. The rules have 
been in effect for eastern Ukraine since 2019. russian interior 
Ministry figures show that 800,000 people in two separatist 
regions had taken advantage of the offer. (dpa)

Director of award-winning film ‘Taxi 
Tehran’ arrested: Report
Tehran iranian authorities have detained Jafar Panahi, direc-
tor of the award-winning film “Taxi Tehran,” according to media 
reports in Teheran on Monday. his detention follows the arrest 
over the weekend of two other iranian directors.

The precise circumstances surrounding the detention of 
Panahi, 62, remained unclear and there was no official confir-
mation of the report carried on the etemad news portal.

Panahi has directed a number of films in the past, despite 
being banned from working and prevented from travelling. Taxi 
Teheran won the 2015 Golden Bear award at the Berlin inter-
national Film Festival.

Mohammed rassulof, who won the Golden Bear in 2020, 
and fellow-director Mostafa al-ahmad were arrested over the 
weekend. iranian justice officials accused them of disturbing 
the peace by issuing a call against violence and of cooperating 
with opponents of the government. (dpa)
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tHe european Union must 
work with Ukraine and Mol-
dova to contain criminal and 
security risks that the russian 
invasion has created, european 
Home affairs Commissioner 
Ylva Johansson said on Mon-
day.

“We have seen it before traf-
ficking of firearms, trafficking 
of human beings, trafficking of 
drugs, [and the] risk of the in-
filtration of terrorists,” Johans-
son said in a press conference.

Johansson was speaking 
after an informal meeting of 
eU interior ministers in Prague 
and referenced the rise in crime 
as the war in the Balkans broke 
out in the 1990s and Yugoslavia 
disintegrated.

earlier, the commissioner 
said the eU fears criminal or-
ganizations could obtain weap-
ons in Ukraine and that there 
are signs of smuggling taking 
place.

“We know by experience 
from the previous war in the 
former Yugoslavia, we still have 
problems with firearms being 
trafficked there,” she said be-
fore the meeting.

eU interior ministers were 
gathered to discuss the future 
security risks prompted by 
the war in Ukraine, including 
weapons smuggling as well as 
increased rates of migration.

earlier, the Czech republic 
interior Minister Vit rakusan 
warned the eU must be pre-
pared for the russian invasion 

of Ukraine to displace more 
people to the bloc.

“We all hope the situation 
will improve, but we don’t see 
the end of the war yet,” raku-
san said as he arrived to the 
start of the meeting, adding it 
is important to be prepared for 
future arrivals.

the number of people 
crossing between the eU and 
Ukraine are at a “pre-war, pre-

Covid level,” Johansson said, 
referring to the russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

“so we are back to like a 
normal number of people cross-
ing and it’s almost the same 
number coming in that [are] 
going back,” Johansson said.

according to the United 
nations’ refugee agency (Un-
HCr), around 3.6 million 

people from Ukraine have reg-
istered for some form of inter-
national protection in europe 
since the start of the war.

the bulk of them are in 
Poland, which hosts 1.2 mil-
lion, while Germany has taken 
in 670,000 people. the Czech 
republic is currently sheltering 
388,000 people, according to 
Un data.

eU interior ministers 

praised the launch of an 
eU support hub in Moldova 
composed of european policing 
experts to help disrupt criminal 
organizations smuggling weap-
ons and people.

Johansson added staff 
based in Moldova from Fron-
tex, the eU border control 
agency, are ready to step up to 
provide further support against 
criminal operations.

Ukraine war risks crime 
spread like Yugoslavia, 
warns EU Commissioner

dPA
BerLin 

soUtHern europe is facing a new 
heatwave, with several countries al-
ready battling wildfires due to high 
temperatures and a lasting drought.

temperatures are reaching 
more than 40 degrees in spain and 
Portugal, with both nations already 
struggling to contain forest fires.

spain has recorded 250 major 
fires in spain since the end of June, 
destroying a total of almost 82,000 
hectares of forest, almost the same 
area destroyed throughout the 
whole of last year.

Portugal is also battling forest 
fires, with 36 currently burning, 
according to the country’s civil de-
fence agency, adding to the coun-
try’s woes as it struggles with an 
extreme heatwave.

the fires might have destroyed 
between 2,000 and 2,500 hectares, 
prompting officials to put the entire 
country on the third-highest alert 
level.

the central Portuguese cities of 
ourém and Pombal, we well as the 
northern community of ribeira da 
Pena were among the worst-affect-
ed, with all three threatened by for-
est fires, according to state broad-
caster rtP.

the drought is also causing 

problems in italy, where insufficient 
rainfall in the north means lakes 
and rivers are drying up.

Five regions in the north have 
called a state of emergency and 
some cities turned off some foun-
tains or restricted water use.

in the south, fire brigades are 
being called out to contain more 
and more wildfires. the Civil De-
fence is expecting a busy season for 
forest fires.

temperatures are also expect-
ed to rise to almost 40 degrees in 
France this week. Firefighters are 
also battling numerous forest fires 
with more expected due to the 

drought.
several forest areas are closed 

off and the city of nîmes has can-
celled fireworks displays planned to 
mark July 14, a national holiday, as 
a precaution. some smaller commu-
nities are facing problems with the 
supply of drinking water.

in Greece, the situation has 
eased after a lengthy drought and 
many fires earlier this month. there 
was heavy rainfall in almost all re-
gions of the country last weekend. 
However, temperatures are expect-
ed to soar above 40 degrees after 
July 18, forecasters say, especially 
in the south.

Temperatures set to soar in new 
heatwave, warn Europe forecasters

People cool off with the water of a fountain in Tbilisi recently. (aFP)

Volunteers help to bring food rations to a food aid distribution center in the city center of Kramatorsk on Monday. (aFP)
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AGENCIES 
LONDON

WESTERN energy majors will 
cut output and lose billions of 
dollars if Russia, as is feared, 
suspends a pipeline that is al-
most the only export route for 
oil from land-locked Kazakh-
stan, company sources, trad-
ers and analysts told a news 
agency.

The closure of the CPC 
pipeline that carries oil from 
Kazakhstan to the Black Sea 
Russian export terminal in the 
port of Novorossiisk would 
shut in more than 1 percent of 
global oil supply, exacerbat-
ing what is already the most 
severe energy crunch since the 
Arab oil embargo in the 1970s.

The pipeline, which runs 
through Russian territory and 
is owned by a consortium of 
Western, Asian, Russian and 
Kazakh companies, has been 
in the spotlight since Russia on 
February 24 invaded Ukraine 
in what Moscow calls a “special 
military operation”.

Last Wednesday, a court 
in Novorossiisk ordered CPC 
to suspend operations for 30 
days, citing concern about oil 
spill management. 

A Russian court on Mon-
day overturned the ruling 
against CPC and instead fined 
it 200,000 roubles ($3,300). 

The sources, however, said 
they still thought major disrup-
tion likely. Pipeline co-owner 
Russia has said all stoppages 
are driven by technical issues.

Storm damage in March 
has already interrupted flows 
through the 1.3 million barrels 
per day (bpd) oil artery, oper-
ated by the Caspian Pipeline 
Consortium.

Major oil companies, in-
cluding Chevron, Exxon Mo-
bil, Shell and Italy’s Eni, in ad-
dition to several Russian and 
Kazakh firms have stakes in 
the CPC. Western companies 
also hold stakes in Kazakh oil-
fields.

Three sources at Western 
oil companies operating in 
Kazakhstan, asking not to be 
named because of the sensitiv-
ity of the issue, said they ex-
pected a prolonged CPC pipe-
line suspension.

One trader at a Western 
major said such an outage 
would result in a decline of 50 

million tonnes of oil per year 
(1 million bpd) because land-
locked Kazakhstan has limited 
alternative export routes.

Many Western companies 
have exited operations in Rus-
sia, with oil majors among the 
first to leave in the days after 
the conflict began. Western 
sanctions have disrupted Rus-
sian exports and pushed up 
energy prices.

In response, Russia made 
steps towards seizing oil and 
gas projects Sakhalin 1 and 2, 
where Shell and Exxon have 
stakes.

A Western executive famil-
iar with CPC operations said 
Sakhalin was “a definite sign 
of things to come for CPC”.

Shortly after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, international 
oil prices spiked to their high-
est levels since the records of 
2008.

They have since eased to 
just above $100 a barrel as the 
market anticipates economic 
weakness will lower demand, 
although selling has been lim-
ited by concerns of tight sup-
plies that would be exacerbat-
ed by a cut in CPC output.

“Losing one million bar-
rels per day in an already tight 
environment can lead to an 
unsolvable problem for the oil 
market,” Amrita Sen from En-
ergy Aspects in London said.

JP Morgan analysts pre-
dicted last week oil prices 

could jump to an all-time high 
of $190 per barrel if a com-
bined 3 million bpd of output 
from Russia and Kazakhstan 
was hit by sanctions and re-
lated issues.

Kazakhstan produces 
some 1.6 million bpd of 
oil, and exports about 80                                            
percent of that volume, mostly 
through the CPC.

Of the remainder, 15                      
percent leaves the country also 
via Russia, and around 5 per-
cent goes to China and various 
destinations via rail and the 
Caspian Sea, Kazakhstan’s En-
ergy Ministry data shows.

Last week, Kazakh Presi-
dent Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
told his government to diver-
sify oil supply routes.

But that would take time, 
Camille Chautard, analyst at 
Moody’s ratings, said.

Oil majors have studied 
the viability of alternative 
routes in recent months, the 
three sources said, including 
to China and trans-Caspian 
shipments to Azerbaijan and 
Georgia. All of those options 
are challenging.

The pipeline to China can 
take oil from east and central 
Kazakhstan, but most of the 
large fields are in the West.

On the Caspian Sea, ex-
porters face tanker shortages 
and have little capacity to take 
more oil.

“To be honest, I don’t think 

we can re-route anything,” one 
Western trader familiar with 
CPC operations said.

Chevron would be particu-
larly exposed to any pipeline 
closure because it has the big-
gest Western stake in Kazakh 
production at around 380,000 
bpd, or more than 12 percent, 
of its total output.

“Recent temporary disrup-
tions should not have a mate-
rial impact on the company’s 
credit standing, but an eventu-
al prolonged disruption would 
be very material to Chevron’s 
production volumes,” Elena 
Nadtotchi from Moody’s said.

If Chevron’s investments 
in Kazakhstan were impaired 
or lost, that could lead to a rat-
ings downgrade, she said.

A long-term closure would 
also threaten Chevron’s future 
growth plans. The US major 
planned to boost output by 40 
percent at Kazakhstan’s larg-
est field Tengiz to around 1 
million bpd.

Credit Suisse analysts es-
timate that Chevron, which 
controls 50 percent of Tengiz, 
would have seen free cash flow 
rising to $3-$3.5 billion by 
2024 following the expansion 
and to $4-$4.5 billion by 2026 
on the basis of oil prices of $60 
per barrel.

In May, Chevron flagged 
the risk of sanctions to its out-
put but said measures had not 
yet had a material impact.

The Chevron-led Tengiz 
consortium TCO, which also 
includes Exxon, declined to 
comment on specific details if 
the CPC pipeline was shut.

“As global oil markets con-
tinue to encounter challenges 
arising from geopolitics, TCO’s 
primary focus is on maintain-
ing safe operations, and we are 
exploring potential crude oil 
exporting options,” it said in a 
statement to Reuters.

Exxon is the second largest 
foreign producer in Kazakh-
stan with output of 213,000 
bpd of oil and 234 million cu-
bic feet of gas. It is followed by 
Eni with some 145,000 barrels 
of oil equivalent per day, Shell 
with around 100,000 boed 
and TotalEnergies with some 
80,000 boed in 2021.

Shell, Eni and Total de-
clined to comment, as did 
Exxon, saying TCO was best-
placed to respond.

Energy majors face 
output slump, deep 
losses if Russia stops 
Kazakhstan pipeline

AGENCIES 
NEW YORK

SHARES of Twitter fell almost 
10 percent in on Monday as 
a legal tussle between Elon 
Musk and the social media 
company is expected to take 
centre stage after the world’s 
richest person walked away 
from the $44 billion deal.

Musk, the chief executive 
officer of Tesla, said on Friday 
he was terminating his deal 
to buy Twitter because the 
company had breached mul-
tiple provisions of the merger 
agreement.

Twitter is planning to sue 
Musk as early as this week and 
force him to complete the ac-
quisition, people familiar with 
the matter told Reuters.

On Monday, Musk took a 
jab at Twitter’s stance, tweet-
ing that the legal battle would 
lead to the company disclosing 
information on bots and spam 
accounts in court.

The series of tweets was 
Musk’s first public response 
since the Friday announce-
ment. Twitter shares ended at 
$36.81 on Friday and were at a 
32 percent discount to Musk’s 
$54.20 bid, as they have been 

hit by a double whammy of a 
slump in the broader equity 
market and investor skepti-
cism over the deal.

“We believe that Elon 
Musk’s intentions to terminate 
the merger are more based 
on the recent market sell-off 
than... Twitter’s ‘failure’ to 
comply with his requests,” Jef-
feries analyst Brent Thill said 
in a note.

“In the absence of a deal, 

we would not be surprised to 
see the stock find a floor at 
$23.5.”

The contract calls for Musk 
to pay Twitter a $1 billion 
break-up fee if he cannot com-
plete the deal for reasons such 
as the acquisition financing 
falling through or regulators 
blocking the deal. The break-
up fee would not be applicable, 
however, if Musk terminates 
the deal on his own.

Twitter shares fall almost 
10% after Elon Musk’s 
$44 bn deal falls apart

Euro falls to 20-year low and nears parity against dollar

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

THE euro slid to a 20-year 
low and came closer to parity 
against the dollar on Monday 
on concerns that an energy 
crisis will tip the region into 
a recession, while the US cur-
rency was boosted by expecta-
tions that the Federal Reserve 
will raise rates faster and fur-
ther than peers.

The biggest single pipe-
line carrying Russian gas to 

Germany, the Nord Stream 
1, began annual maintenance 
on Monday, with flows ex-
pected to stop for 10 days, but 
governments, markets and 
companies are worried the 
shutdown might be extended 
because of the war in Ukraine.

“The most proximate con-
cern for markets is whether or 
not Nord Stream 1 is going to 
come back online,” said Bipan 
Rai, North American head of 
FX strategy at CIBC Capital 
Markets in Toronto.

“The markets will likely 
price in a recession for the re-
gion if it doesn’t,” he added.

The euro tumbled 1.29 
percent to $1.0056 against the 
US dollar, the weakest since 
December 2002. The dol-
lar gained 1 percent against a 
basket of six major currencies, 
reaching 108.14, the strongest 
since October 2002.

The US currency has 
gained on expectations that 
the Fed will continue to ag-
gressively raise rates as it 
tackles soaring inflation.

“The Fed is going to raise 
rates more aggressively than 
most other developed market 

central banks and we don’t 
think other developed mar-
ket central banks really have 
the bandwidth to keep up,”                       
Rai said. The Fed is expected 
to lift rates by 75 basis points 
at its July 26-27 meeting. Fed 
funds futures traders are pric-
ing for its benchmark rates to 
rise to 3.49 percent by March, 
from 1.58 percent now.

Consumer price data due 
on Wednesday is this week’s 
major US economic focus. 
Economists polled by Reuters 
expect the index to show that 
consumer prices rose by an 
annual rate of 8.8 percent in 
June.

US dollar gained on expectations that Fed will 
continue to raise rates as it tackles inflation

The closure of the CPC pipeline that carries oil from Kazakhstan to 
the Black Sea Russian export terminal in the port of Novorossiisk 
would shut in more than 1 percent of global oil supply.

Euro tumbled 1.29 percent to $1.0056 against US dollar, the weakest since December 2002.

Twitter shares ended at $36.81 on Friday and were at a 32 percent 
discount to Musk’s $54.20 bid. 

AGENCIES 
MUMBAI 

THE Indian rupee ended at a 
record closing low against the 
dollar on Monday as contin-
ued foreign portfolio outflows 
from domestic stock markets 
and a broadly stronger green-
back weighed on the currency 
despite intermittent dollar 
selling intervention.

The partially convert-
ible rupee closed trading at 
79.4375/4475 per dollar in the 
local session at 1000 GMT, 
compared to its close of 79.25 
on Friday. The unit touched a 
lifetime low of 79.44 during 
the session, surpassing its pre-
vious low of 79.3750 touched 
last week.

Against the Qatari riyal, 
the Indian rupee was at 21.82 
on Monday.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) announced an array of 
measures last Wednesday to 
bring in dollars, including al-
lowing overseas investors to 
buy short-term corporate debt 

and opening up more govern-
ment securities under the fully 
accessible route.

“These measures would 
ease some pressure on the 
rupee in the near term. How-
ever, a widening trade deficit 
and continued FPI outflows 
will continue to weigh on the 
INR,” said an economist at 
Mahindra Group.

Indian shares fell as IT ser-
vices major Tata Consultancy 
Services dragged down tech-
nology companies after post-

ing weak results last week.
Foreign portfolio inves-

tors (FPI) have sold shares 
worth nearly $30 billion so far 
in 2022 with traders fearing 
more outflows if a global re-
cession were to kick in.

The dollar was on the front 
foot at the start of a week in 
which US and Chinese data 
and European energy security 
were top of mind, as investor 
concerns about global eco-
nomic growth offered support 
to the safe haven currency.

Traders said the RBI was 
spotted selling dollars via 
state-run banks sporadically 
to brake the decline in the 
rupee but the direction of the 
currency is unlikely to be al-
tered any time soon.

The rupee is likely to be still 
trading near its historic low in 
three months’ time, battered 
by widening trade and current 
account deficits, according to a 
Reuters poll where nearly one 
in three analysts expected it 
to weaken to 80 per dollar by 
September.

Indian rupee marks record 
closing low against dollar

Against the Qatari riyal, the Indian 
rupee was at 21.82 on Monday.
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Canada telecom execs  
summoned after outage

AGENCIES

THE federal industry minister 
said Sunday he is summoning 
telecom executives following 
an outage at Rogers Commu-
nications Inc. that disrupted 
mobile and Internet services 
across Canada, hampering 
several crucial services.

In a statement, Francois-
Philippe Champagne said he 
would meet with Tony Staffi-
eri, Rogers’ chief executive of-
ficer, and other telecom lead-
ers to discuss improving ``the 
reliability of networks across 
Canada.″ He called the failure 
“unacceptable.”

The widespread disrup-
tion, which began Friday 
morning and lasted at least 15 
hours, paralyzed communica-
tions across sectors including 
health care, law enforcement 
and the financial industry. 
Many 911 services couldn’t re-
ceive incoming calls, several 

hospitals reported services af-
fected, and debit card transac-
tions were paused.

Staffieri released a state-
ment Saturday apologizing for 
the outage.

“We know how much our 
customers rely on our net-
works and I sincerely apolo-
gize,” he said. “We’re par-
ticularly troubled that some 
customers could not reach 
emergency services and we 
are addressing the issue as an 
urgent priority.” Staffieri said 
services had been restored and 
were close to fully operational.

“We now believe we’ve 
narrowed the cause to a net-
work system failure following 
a maintenance update in our 
core network, which caused 
some of our routers to mal-
function early Friday morn-
ing,” Staffieri said.

Many customers contin-
ued reporting service disrup-
tions into Sunday.

AGENCIES

RUSSIAN natural gas sup-
plies to Germany via the 
Baltic Sea pipeline Nord 
Stream 1 have been halted 
for 10 days for annual main-
tenance work.

But German Economy 
Minister Robert Habeck 
warned that EU countries 
had to be prepared in case 
gas shipments did not re-
sume.

He has accused the 
Kremlin of using gas “as a 
weapon” in response to EU 
sanctions over the war in 
Ukraine.

Mr Habeck admitted 
Germany had become too 
dependent on Russian gas.

He described that as 
“a grave political mistake 
as we can see today, which 
we are trying to remedy as 
quickly as we possibly can”.

He said two floating 
terminals for deliveries of 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
would be ready by the end 
of the year.

In mid-June Russia’s 
state gas firm Gazprom cut 
gas flows through Nord 
Stream 1 to just 40% of 
the pipeline’s capacity. It 
blamed a delay in the return 
of equipment being serviced 
by Germany’s Siemens En-
ergy.

The Canadian govern-
ment says it will now return 
a repaired Siemens turbine 
to Germany for the pipe-
line. That move angered 
the Ukrainian government, 
which accused Canada of 
adjusting the sanctions im-
posed on Moscow “to the 
whims of Russia”.

Canada says it is grant-
ing Siemens Canada a 
“time-limited and revocable 
permit” to send repaired 
turbines back to Germany, 
despite the sanctions.

Germany’s government 
is worried that gas supplies 
could be reduced or cut per-

manently.
Pipeline maintenance 

is normal every summer, 
when gas demand is lower 
than in winter, but the wor-
ry is that Russia may not 
turn the taps back on.

The pipeline shutdown 
is also affecting Italy, where 
energy group Eni said 
it would receive about a 
third less gas from Russia’s 
Gazprom on Monday com-
pared with average volumes 
supplied over the past few 
days.

The head of the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, Fatih 
Birol, has warned that Rus-
sia may cut off gas supplies 
to Europe entirely and that 
Europe needs to prepare 
now.

Russia has already cut 
gas supplies to Poland, 
Bulgaria, the Netherlands, 
Denmark and Finland over 
their refusal to comply with 
a new payment scheme.

Austria and the Czech 
Republic get some gas from 
Nord Stream 1, but Russian 
gas also flows to them via a 
Ukraine pipeline.

Visiting Prague, Mr 
Habeck signed an agree-
ment with the Czech Re-
public pledging mutual help 
in the event of a sharp drop 
in Russian gas supplies.

Since Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine in February, 
Germany has reduced its 
dependence on Russian gas 
from 55% to 35% and wants 
to stop using gas from Rus-
sia altogether.

Last year the other main 
suppliers of natural gas 
to Germany were Norway 
(31%) and the Netherlands 
(13%). Germany is now get-
ting more gas from them, 
since reducing imports 
from Russia.

The government has 
also given the go-ahead for 
Germany’s first LNG termi-
nal to be built, at Wilhelms-
haven.

Germany fears  
Russia gas cut may 
become permanent

AGENCIES

TWITTER Inc has hired U.S. 
law firm Wachtell, Lipton, 
Rosen & Katz LLP as it pre-
pares to sue Elon Musk and 
force him to complete the $44 
billion acquisition of the social 
media company, according to 
people familiar with the mat-
ter.

Musk, the chief executive 
officer of Tesla , on Friday ter-
minated his deal, saying Twit-
ter had failed to provide infor-
mation about fake accounts 
on the platform, after which 
Twitter’s chairman, Bret Tay-
lor, vowed a legal fight.

Twitter is planning to file 
a law suit early this week in 
Delaware, people familiar with 
the matter said.

Twitter declined to com-
ment while the law firm did 
not immediately respond to 
Reuters’ request for comment 
outside business hours.

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 
Katz was one of the legal ad-
visers for Musk’s plan to take 
Tesla private in 2018. Musk 
tweeted that there was “fund-
ing secured” for a $72 billion 
deal to take Tesla private but 
did not move ahead with an 
offer.

Musk and Tesla each paid 
$20 million in civil fines, and 
Musk stepped down as Tesla’s 
chairman to resolve U.S. Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion claims that he defrauded 
investors.

Twitter’s existing legal 
team includes Simpson Th-
acher & Bartlett LLP and 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati. Shares of Twitter slid 
more than 9% in the first day 
of trading after billionaire 
Elon Musk said that he was 
abandoning his $44 billion bid 
for the company and the social 
media platform vowed to chal-
lenge Musk in court to uphold 
the agreement.

Musk alleged Friday that 
Twitter has failed to provide 
enough information about the 
number of fake accounts on its 

service. However, Twitter said 
last month that it was making 
available to Musk a ″ fire hose 
” of raw data on hundreds of 
millions of daily tweets when 
he raised the issue again after 
announcing that he would buy 
the social media platform.

Twitter has said for years 
in regulatory filings that it be-
lieves about 5% of the accounts 
on the platform are fake. But 
on Monday Musk continued 
to taunt the company, using 
Twitter, over what he has de-
scribed as a lack of data. In 
addition, Musk is also alleging 
that Twitter broke the acquisi-
tion agreement when it fired 
two top managers and laid off 
a third of its talent-acquisition 
team.

Musk agreed to a $1 bil-
lion breakup fee as part of the 
buyout agreement, although 

it appears Twitter CEO Parag 
Agrawal and the company are 
settling in for a legal fight to 
force the sale.

“For Twitter this fiasco is 
a nightmare scenario,” Wed-
bush analyst Dan Ives, who 
follows the company, wrote 
Monday. He said the result 
would be “an Everest-like 
uphill climb for Parag & Co.” 
given concerns over employee 
morale and retention, adver-
tiser concerns and other chal-
lenges.

The sell-off in Twit-
ter shares pushed the share 
price below $34, far from the 
$54.20 that Musk agreed to 
pay for the company. That 
suggests Wall Street has very 
serious doubts that the deal 
will go forward.

Many experts in the legal 
and business sectors believe 

Twitter likely has a stronger 
case.

Morningstar analyst Ali 
Mogharabi noted that Twit-
ter has described its estimate 
of fake and spam accounts 
for years in regulatory filings 
while explicitly noting that the 
number might not be accurate 
given the use of data samples 
and interpretation.

Given current market 
conditions, Mogharabi said, 
Twitter may also have a solid 
argument that the layoffs and 
firings of the past weeks rep-
resent “an ordinary course of 
business.” “Many technology 
firms have begun to control 
costs by reducing headcount 
and/or delaying adding em-
ployees,” he said. “The resig-
nations of Twitter employees 
cannot with certainty be at-
tributed to any change in how 

Twitter has operated since 
Musk’s offer was accepted by 
the board and shareholders.” 
Tech industry analysts say 
Musk’s interlude leaves behind 
a more vulnerable company 
with demoralized employees.

“With Musk officially walk-
ing away from the deal, we 
think business prospects and 
stock valuation are in a pre-
carious situation,” wrote CFRA 
Analyst Angelo Zino. “(Twit-
ter) will now need to go at it 
as a standalone company and 
contend with an uncertain ad-
vertising market, a damaged 
employee base, and concerns 
about the status of fake ac-
counts/strategic direction.” 
The uncertainty surrounding 
who will run Twitter, Moghar-
abi said, could lead wary ad-
vertisers to curtail their spend-
ing on the platform.

Twitter hires law firm Wachtell 
to sue Musk after pulling out

Elon Musk attends The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the “In America: An Anthology 
of Fashion” exhibition on May 2, 2022, in New York. Twitter’s stock slid more than 6% before the market open Monday, July 11, 2022, after 
billionaire Elon Musk announced late Friday that he will abandon his $44 billion offer to buy Twitter and the company said it will sue the Tesla 
CEO to uphold the deal.
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AS Uber aggressively pushed 
into markets around the world, 
the ride-sharing service lob-
bied political leaders to relax 
labor and taxi laws, used a “kill 
switch’’ to thwart regulators 
and law enforcement, chan-
neled money through Bermuda 
and other tax havens and con-
sidered portraying violence 
against its drivers as a way to 
gain public sympathy, accord-
ing to a report released Sunday.

The International Consor-
tium of Investigative Journal-
ists, a nonprofit network of in-
vestigative reporters, scoured 

internal Uber texts, emails, 
invoices and other documents 
to deliver what it called “an 
unprecedented look into the 
ways Uber defied taxi laws and 
upended workers’ rights.’’ The 
documents were first leaked 
to the Brtiish newspaper The 
Guardian, which shared them 
with the consortium.

In a written statement. 
Uber spokesperson Jill Ha-
zelbaker acknowledged “mis-
takes’’ in the past and said CEO 
Dara Khosrowshahi, hired in 
2017, had been “tasked with 
transforming every aspect of 
how Uber operates... When we 
say Uber is a different compa- ny today, we mean it literally: 90% of current Uber employ-

ees joined after Dara became 
CEO.’’ Founded in 2009, Uber 
sought to skirt taxi regulations 
and offer inexpensive trans-
portation via a ride-sharing 
app. The consortium’s Uber 
Files revealed the extraordi-
nary lengths that the company 
undertook to establish itself in 
nearly 30 countries.

The company’s lobbyists — 
including former aides to Pres-
ident Barack Obama — pressed 
government officials to drop 
their investigations, rewrite 
labor and taxi laws and relax 
background checks on drivers, 
the papers show.

The investigation found 

that Uber used “stealth tech-
nology’’ to fend off govern-
ment investigations. The com-
pany, for example, used a “kill 
switch’’ that cut access to Uber 
servers and blocked authorities 
from grabbing evidence during 
raids in at least six countries. 
During a police raid in Amster-
dam, the Uber Files reported, 
former Uber CEO Travis Ka-
lanick personally issued an or-
der: “Please hit the kill switch 
ASAP... Access must be shut 
down in AMS (Amsterdam).’’ 
The consortium also reported 
that Kalanick saw the threat of 
violence against Uber drivers in 
France by aggrieved taxi driv-

ers as a way to gain public sup-
port. “Violence guarantee(s) 
success,’’ Kalanick texted col-
leagues.

In a response to the con-
sortium, Kalanick spokesman 
Devon Spurgeon said the for-
mer CEO “never suggested 
that Uber should take advan-
tage of violence at the expense 
of driver safety.’’ The Uber 
Files say the company cut its 
tax bill by millions of dollars 
by sending profits through 
Bermuda and other tax ha-
vens, then “sought to deflect 
attention from its tax liabili-
ties by helping authorities col-
lect taxes from its drivers.’’

Report: Uber lobbied, used ‘stealth’ tech to block scrutiny

‘Solid US economy can handle rising rates’
AGENCIES

LAST week’s jobs report points 
to a solid U.S. economy with 
little sign of a recession on the 
horizon and one that can with-
stand higher interest rates, St. 
Louis Federal Reserve presi-
dent James Bullard said Mon-
day.

Financial markets are 
flashing signs that an eco-
nomic downturn could arrive 
sometime next year, as Ameri-
cans grapple with the highest 
inflation in four decades and 
the Federal Reserve pushes 
borrowing costs higher. But 
Bullard said in an interview 
with The Associated Press that 
the central bank wouldn’t have 
to drive the economy into a 
recession or significantly raise 
unemployment to bring infla-
tion down to its 2% target.

“Now we have lots of infla-
tion, but the question is, can 
we get (inflation) back to 2% 
without disrupting the econ-
omy? I think we can,” he said.

Bullard’s optimism coin-
cides with a rapid pace of inter-
est rate increases by the Fed, 
intended to combat the highest 
U.S. inflation in 40 years.

Higher rates limit the abil-
ity of consumers and business-
es to borrow and spend, which 
can cool growth and inflation. 
But they also carry the risk of 
tipping the economy into a 
downturn.

Consumer prices rose 8.6% 
in May compared with a year 
ago, and a government infla-
tion report Wednesday could 
show that they’ve ticked high-
er.

Bullard also said he cur-
rently supports a 0.75 per-
centage point increase in the 
Fed’s benchmark short-term 
interest rate at its next meet-
ing later this month. Its rate is 
currently in a range of 1.5% to 
1.75%, after a 0.75 percentage 
point hike at its June meeting, 
the largest since 1994.

The Fed typically moves 
rates in quarter-point incre-

ments, but Chair Jerome Pow-
ell has said the Fed wants to 
move “expeditiously” to a level 
of about 2.5%, which would 
neither stimulate nor restrain 
growth.

On Friday, the govern-
ment’s jobs report showed em-
ployers added 372,000 jobs, 
a healthy increase, while the 
unemployment rate remained 

at 3.6% for the fourth consecu-
tive month, slightly above the 
five-decade low reached just 
before the pandemic.

The robust figures contrast 
with signs of a softening econ-
omy, from falling home sales 
to declining factory production 
to slower consumer spending. 
The economy contracted in the 
January-March quarter and 

real-time data trackers, such as 
one maintained by the Atlanta 
Federal Reserve Bank, suggest 
it did so again in the April-
June quarter.

Two quarters of shrink-
ing output would meet one 
rule of thumb for a recession. 
But the official definition of a 
recession, set by the National 
Bureau of Economic Research, 
looks at a much broader range 
of data to determine whether a 
downturn has occurred.

Bullard said that other 
measures of the economy, 
such as a broad measure of 
workers’ and business’ in-
comes, suggest the economy 
likely expanded in the first six 
months of this year. Business-
es and other employers also 
added 2.7 million jobs during 
that time, a robust total that 
reflects an optimistic outlook 
among businesses.

“It just doesn’t seem like 
the U.S. economy has been in 
recession for the last two quar-
ters,” Bullard said.

St. Louis Federal Reserve president James Bullard

Economy & Business 07Tuesday, July 12, 2022



Economy & Business

Why Sri Lanka’s economy  
collapsed and what’s next

Sri Lanka’s prime minister said late 
last month that the island nation’s 
debt-laden economy had “col-
lapsed” as it runs out of money to 
pay for food and fuel. Short of cash 

to pay for imports of such necessities and 
already defaulting on its debt, it is seeking 
help from neighboring India and China and 
from the International Monetary Fund.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
who took office in May, was emphasizing 
the monumental task he faced in turning 
around an economy he said was heading 
for “rock bottom.” On Saturday both he and 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa agreed to re-
sign amid mounting pressure from protest-
ers who stormed both their residences and 
set fire to one of them.

Sri Lankans are skipping meals as they 
endure shortages and lining up for hours 
to try to buy scarce fuel. It’s a harsh real-
ity for a country whose economy had been 
growing quickly, with a growing and com-
fortable middle class, until the latest crisis 
deepened.

How serious is the crisis?
The government owes $51 billion and 

is unable to make interest payments on its 
loans, let alone put a dent in the amount 
borrowed. Tourism, an important engine 
of economic growth, has sputtered because 
of the pandemic and concerns about safety 
after terror attacks in 2019. And its cur-
rency has collapsed by 80%, making im-
ports more expensive and worsening infla-
tion that is already out of control, with food 
costs rising 57%, according to official data.

The result is a country hurtling towards 
bankruptcy, with hardly any money to im-
port gasoline, milk, cooking gas and toilet 
paper.

Political corruption is also a problem; 
not only did it play a role in the country 
squandering its wealth, but it also compli-
cates any financial rescue for Sri Lanka.

Anit Mukherjee, a policy fellow and 
economist at the Center for Global Devel-
opment in Washington, said any assistance 
from the IMF or World Bank should come 
with strict conditions to make sure the aid 
isn’t mismanaged.

Still, Mukherjee noted that Sri Lanka 
sits in one of the world’s busiest shipping 
lanes, so letting a country of such strategic 
significance collapse is not an option.

How is it affecting real people?
Tropical Sri Lanka normally is not lack-

ing for food, but people are going hungry. 
The U.N. World Food Program says nearly 
nine of 10 families are skipping meals or 
otherwise skimping to stretch out their 
food, while 3 million are receiving emer-
gency humanitarian aid.

Doctors have resorted to social media 
to try to get critical supplies of equipment 
and medicine. Growing numbers of Sri Lan-
kans are seeking passports to go overseas in 

search of work. Government workers have 
been given an extra day off for three months 
to allow them time to grow their own food.

In short, people are suffering and des-
perate for things to improve.

Why is the economy in such dire 
straits? 

Economists say the crisis stems from 
domestic factors such as years of misman-
agement and corruption.

Much of the public’s ire has focused on 
President Rajapaksa and his brother, for-
mer Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa. 
The latter resigned in May after weeks of 
anti-government protests that eventually 
turned violent.

Conditions have been deteriorating for 
the past several years. In 2019, Easter sui-
cide bombings at churches and hotels killed 

more than 260 people. That devastated 
tourism, a key source of foreign exchange.

The government needed to boost its 
revenues as foreign debt for big infrastruc-
ture projects soared, but instead Rajapaksa 
pushed through the largest tax cuts in Sri 
Lankan history. The tax cuts were recent-
ly were reversed, but only after creditors 
downgraded Sri Lanka’s ratings, blocking it 
from borrowing more money as its foreign 
reserves sank. Then tourism flatlined again 
during the pandemic.

In April 2021, Rajapaksa suddenly 
banned imports of chemical fertilizers. The 
push for organic farming caught farmers by 
surprise and decimated staple rice crops, 
driving prices higher. To save on foreign ex-
change, imports of other items deemed to 
be luxuries also were banned. Meanwhile, 
the Ukraine war has pushed prices of food 

and oil higher. Inflation was near 40% and 
food prices were up nearly 60% in May.

Why did the prime minister say the 
economy has collapsed

The stark declaration in June by Wick-
remesinghe, who is in his sixth term as 
prime minister, threatened to undermine 
any confidence in the state of the economy 
and didn’t reflect any specific new devel-
opment. The prime minister appeared to 
be underscoring the challenges facing his 
government as it seeks help from the IMF 
and confronts criticism over the lack of im-
provement since he took office weeks earli-
er. The comment might have been intended 
to try to buy more time and support as he 
tries to get the economy back on track.

The Finance Ministry said Sri Lanka 
had only $25 million in usable foreign re-

serves. That has left it without the where-
withal to pay for imports, let alone repay 
billions in debt.

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan rupee has 
weakened in value to about 360 to the U.S. 
dollar. That makes costs of imports even 
more prohibitive. Sri Lanka has suspended 
repayment of about $7 billion in foreign 
loans due this year out of $25 billion to be 
repaid by 2026.

What is the government doing about 
the crisis? 

So far Sri Lanka has been muddling 
through, mainly supported by $4 billion in 
credit lines from India. An Indian delega-
tion came to the capital, Colombo, in June 
for talks on more assistance, but Wickrem-
esinghe warned against expecting India to 
keep Sri Lanka afloat for long.

Protesters stand on a vandalised police water canon truck and shout slogans at the entrance to president’s official residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Saturday, July 9, 2022.

Agencies

A major gas pipeline from 
Russia to western Europe shut 
down for annual maintenance 
on Monday as Germany pre-
pared to give the green light 
for 10 coal-fired power plants 
to restart amid concerns that 
Russia may not resume the 
flow of gas as scheduled.

The Nord Stream 1 pipe-
line runs under the Baltic Sea 
from Russia to Germany and 
is the latter’s main source of 
Russian gas. Gas is usually 
sent onward to other coun-
tries as well. It is scheduled to 
be out of action until July 21 
for routine work that the op-
erator says includes “testing 
of mechanical elements and 
automation systems.” The op-
erator’s data showed the gas 
flow dropping as planned on 
Monday morning.

Still, German officials 
are suspicious about Rus-
sia’s intentions, particularly 
after Russia’s Gazprom last 
month reduced the gas flow 
through Nord Stream 1 by 
60%. Gazprom cited techni-
cal problems involving a gas 
turbine powering a compres-
sor station that partner Sie-
mens Energy sent to Canada 
for overhaul and couldn’t be 
returned because of sanctions 

imposed over Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Canada said over the 
weekend that it would al-
low the part to be delivered 
to Germany, citing the “very 
significant hardship” that the 
German economy would suf-
fer without a sufficient gas 
supply.

German politicians have 
dismissed Russia’s technical 
explanation for last month’s 
reduction in gas flows through 
Nord Stream 1, saying the de-
cision was a political gambit 
to sow uncertainty and push 
up energy prices.

German Vice Chancellor 
Robert Habeck has said he 
suspects that Russia may cite 
“some little technical detail” 
as a reason not to resume gas 
deliveries through the pipe-
line after this month’s main-
tenance.

The head of Germany’s 
network regulator, the Bun-
desnetzagentur, said “no one 
can say exactly” whether the 
gas will be switched back on.

“We have very varied 
signals from Russia,” Klaus 
Mueller told ZDF television. 
“There are Kremlin spokes-
people who say that, in com-
bination with the Siemens 
turbine, they can deliver sig-
nificantly more again; but 

there have also been very 
martial messages from the 
Kremlin.”

On Sunday, Ukraine’s 
energy and foreign minis-
tries said the return of Nord 
Stream 1 turbines “is adjust-
ing the sanctions regime to 
the whims of Russia.”

Germany and the rest of 
Europe are scrambling to fill 

gas storage in time for winter 
and reduce their dependence 
on Russian energy imports. 
Germany, which has Europe’s 
biggest economy, has been 
getting about 35% of its gas to 
power industry and generate 
electricity from Russia.

Last month, Habeck ac-
tivated the second phase of 
Germany’s three-stage emer-

gency plan for natural gas 
supplies, warning that Eu-
rope’s biggest economy faced 
a “crisis” and storage targets 
for the winter were at risk.

The German government 
is preparing to approve a de-
cree Wednesday that will give 
the green light for utility com-
panies to fire up 10 dormant 
coal power plants and six that 

are oil-fueled to make up for 
possible further gas shortfalls. 
Another 11 coal-fired power 
plants due to be shut down in 
November will be allowed to 
keep operating.

Environmentalists have 
warned that burning coal and 
oil releases even more carbon 
dioxide than gas-fueled pow-
er plants, putting Germany’s 
climate goals at risk. But the 
government argues that the 
short-term increase in emis-
sions will be compensated for 
with new measures to acceler-
ate the installation of renew-
able energy.

There’s concern in other 
countries as well over the im-
plications of recent reductions 
in Russian supplies via Nord 
Stream 1 and other routes.

French Economy and 
Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire said that a complete 
halt to Russian gas supplies 
is a “credible possibility.” He 
said France has to get in “bat-
tle mode” this summer to 
prepare for winter when “we 
will have to make courageous 
choices” amid likely energy 
shortages.

“We will not be able to 
keep ourselves warm and act 
as if nothing has changed,” Le 
Maire said. “We have to plan 
and organize now, we have to 

change our habits, reduce our 
(energy) consumption.”

Separately, Italian energy 
company ENI said Gazprom 
was cutting its Monday gas 
delivery by about a third 
compared with the average 
in recent days. ENI said that 
Gazprom would provide 21 
million cubic meters of gas, 
compared with an average of 
about 32 million cubic me-
ters.

Habeck signed an agree-
ment on energy security with 
his Czech counterpart Mon-
day that ensures the land-
locked nation will benefit 
from new liquefied natural 
gas terminals Germany is 
building.

“Russian dictator 
Vladimir Putin is using en-
ergy as a weapon against us,” 
said Czech minister of indus-
try and trade, Jozef Síkela. 
“He is trying to expose us to 
the threat of a complete lack 
of gas and increase its prices, 
which leads to the deteriora-
tion of the standard of living.”

“Having allies from the 
European Union on our side 
is our great advantage in this 
energy war,” said Sikela. “It 
is clear that the cooperation 
with Germany, through which 
almost all gas flows to us, will 
be essential for us.”

Gas pipeline shutdown starts amid German suspicion of Russia

The sun rises behind the pipe systems and shut-off devices at the gas receiving station of the Nord 
Stream 1 Baltic Sea pipeline and the transfer station of the OPAL gas pipeline, Baltic Sea Pipeline Link, 
in Lubmin, Germany, Monday, July 11, 2022.
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All eyes on Barshim for a big return 
at World Championships in Eugene

TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022

WORLD ATHLETICS

HAVING created one of the 
enduringly beautiful Olym-
pic memories by agreeing to 

share the men’s high jump title at 
last year’s Olympic Games, friends 
and rivals Gianmarco Tamberi of 
Italy and Mutaz Barshim of Qatar 
have, not surprisingly, struggled to 
maintain that dazzling intensity in 
the post-Olympic season.

But the duo will return to big 
action at the World Athletics Cham-
pionships 2022 in Eugene, Oregon, 
which begins July 15 and runs until 
July 24.

Both men know what it is like 
to suffer potentially career-ending 
injury. For Tamberi, now 30, that 
blow landed at the 2016 Monaco 
Diamond League meeting, his last 
competition before the Rio 2016 
Olympics, when, after setting a na-
tional record of 2.39m, he tore a lig-
ament in his left ankle while making 
a third attempt at 2.41m.

He required immediate surgery 
before becoming a disconsolate 
spectator at the Games, and it took 
him several years to regain his full 
form and fitness.

In 2018 Barshim suffered al-
most exactly the same injury, also 
requiring surgery, a year out from 
the World Championships in his 
home city of Doha.

Incredibly, Barshim – whose 
2014 clearance of 2.43m in Brussels 
puts him second on the world all-
time list behind Cuba’s Javier So-
tomayor, world record holder since 
1993 on 2.45m – recovered to win 
his first global gold in front of his 
adoring fans a year later.

That performance, Tamberi has 
subsequently revealed, proved of 
huge importance in his efforts to 
get over the fear of injuring himself 
again when he jumped, something 
which afflicted him for at least two 
years after his return to competition 
in 2017.

This year Barshim, 31, has pur-
sued an unsurprisingly conservative 
course, giving the indoor season a 
miss before clearing a highly credit-
able 2.30m in his first big event, the 
Doha Diamond League.

Tamberi, meanwhile has thrown 
himself back into competition, se-
curing a world indoor bronze in a 
highly competitive final in Belgrade 
with a clearance of 2.31m and jump-
ing 2.30m at the Doha meeting, 
where he took second place.

All the usual showman’s ele-
ments are still present in the Ital-
ian’s performances – he has even 
returned to the old format of shav-
ing off half his beard before compe-
tition.

But while the Olympic co-cham-
pions have remained in the centre 
of most spectators’ consciousness 
as far as the event is concerned, 
others have taken a significant step 

up in terms of their performances 
this year – and no one more so that 
South Korea’s Woo Sanghyeok, who 
cleared a national record of 2.35m 
at the Olympic Games but missed 
the podium by one place.

Woo has been the outstanding 
men’s high jumper so far this year, 

setting a personal best of 2.36m 
indoors in Hustopece in February 
before winning the world indoor ti-
tle in Belgrade with 2.34m ahead of 
Switzerland’s surprise silver medal-
list Loic Gasch, who jumped 2.31m.

Woo followed that up by beat-
ing the two Olympic champions at 
the Doha Diamond League meeting, 
winning with a clearance of 2.33m.

Now he looks ready to earn his 
first global outdoor medal and he will 
want it to be golden.

Home jumpers Shelby McEwen 
and JuVaughn Harrison, who oc-
cupied the top two spots at the US 
Championships with 2.33m and 
2.30m respectively, have also shown 

potential to make it on to the podi-
um in Eugene.

Also in the mix will be New Zea-
land’s Hamish Kerr, who jumped 
2.31m to share world indoor bronze 
with Tamberi in Belgrade and is now 
joint fourth on this season’s outdoor 
list on 2.30m.

Germany’s banner is likely to be 
carried by 2018 world indoor bronze 
medallist Mateusz Przbylko and To-
bias Potye, who have also jumped 
2.30m outdoors this season, while 
Canada will look to Django Lovett, 
who has cleared 2.28m this year.

That performance, Tamberi has 
subsequently revealed, proved of 
huge importance in his efforts to 

get over the fear of injuring himself 
again when he jumped, something 
which afflicted him for at least two 
years after his return to competition 
in 2017.

This year Barshim, 31, has pur-
sued an unsurprisingly conservative 
course, giving the indoor season a 
miss before clearing a highly credit-
able 2.30m in his first big event, the 
Doha Diamond League.

Tamberi, meanwhile has thrown 
himself back into competition, se-
curing a world indoor bronze in a 
highly competitive final in Belgrade 
with a clearance of 2.31m and jump-
ing 2.30m at the Doha meeting, 
where he took second place.

All the usual showman’s ele-
ments are still present in the Ital-
ian’s performances – he has even 
returned to the old format of shav-
ing off half his beard before compe-
tition.

But while the Olympic co-cham-
pions have remained in the centre 
of most spectators’ consciousness 
as far as the event is concerned, 
others have taken a significant step 
up in terms of their performances 
this year – and no one more so that 
South Korea’s Woo Sanghyeok, who 
cleared a national record of 2.35m 
at the Olympic Games but missed 
the podium by one place.

Woo has been the outstanding 
men’s high jumper so far this year, 
setting a personal best of 2.36m 
indoors in Hustopece in February 
before winning the world indoor 
title in Belgrade with 2.34m ahead 
of Switzerland’s surprise silver 
medallist Loic Gasch, who jumped 
2.31m.

Woo followed that up by beat-
ing the two Olympic champions at 
the Doha Diamond League meet-
ing, winning with a clearance of 
2.33m.

Now he looks ready to earn his 
first global outdoor medal and he 
will want it to be golden.

Home jumpers Shelby McEwen 
and JuVaughn Harrison, who oc-
cupied the top two spots at the US 
Championships with 2.33m and 
2.30m respectively, have also shown 
potential to make it on to the podi-
um in Eugene.

Mutaz Barshim charging up the crowd at the World Athletics Championships Doha 2019 at the Khalifa International Stadium. (Getty Images @worldathletics)

Olympic champion Mihambo  
relaxed ahead of the worlds

DPA
MUNICH 

GERMANY’S Olympic long 
jump champion Malaika Mi-
hambo is “relaxed” about 
defending her titles at the 
European and world Champi-
onships in consecutive months 
this summer.

“I have achieved eve-
rything in my sporting life 
that one could wish for,” the 
28-year-old told dpa. “I am 
very grateful for that.

“I realize that I no longer 
have this hunger for titles or 
the feeling that I have to prove 
something to someone else 
or to myself. That’s why I can 
now go to the start quite re-
laxed and at ease.

“I hope that I can use this 
looseness to jump even better 
and even further.” 

The athletic world cham-
pionships begin Friday in Eu-

gene and run to July 24 in the 
iconic American venue. The 
Euros then take place in Mu-
nich August 15-21.

“For me, 2022 would be a 
successful year if I could say at 
the end of the year, I did very 
good competitions, gave my 
best and was able to show what 
I am made of,” Mihambo said.

“On the other hand, it’s 
always about working on my 
own happiness and developing 
and growing as a person. That 
is more important to me than 
any sporting success.” 

Mihambo also believes 
banning Russian athletes from 
the event following the inva-
sion of Ukraine to be a “legiti-
mate” step.

“On a personal level it’s 
very regrettable,” she said. “A 
career is short and every ath-
lete wants to use the time as 
well as possible.

“That’s tragic for the indi-
vidual. Especially those who 
have little contact to the politi-
cal system in Russia.

“But the big picture pre-
vails here. Of course, sport is 
also a stage that can be instru-
mentalized for domestic polit-
ical purposes, and I think it is 
right to significantly minimize 
this stage for Russia.”Olympic long jump champion Malaika Mihambo of Germany.

For me, 2022 would be a 
successful year. I gave my 
best and was able to show 
what I am made of.
Malaika Mihambo

Pogba completes Juventus  
return after Man Utd departure

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PAUL Pogba has completed 
his return to Juventus from 
Manchester United, the Serie 
A club said on Monday.

The 29-year-old France 
midfielder, who left Juve for a 
second spell at United six years 
ago, has returned to Turin as a 
free agent after his contract at 
Old Trafford expired.

Juve said on their official 
website: “When we say good-
bye after an intense adventure 
shared together, there is al-
ways a glimmer of hope that 
we will see each other again, 
sooner or later. With Paul that 
is exactly what has happened.” 

The Italian club added: 
“Paul is back in Turin. He left 
as a boy and returns as a man 
and a champion, but there is 
one thing that has not changed 
- the desire to write unforget-
table pages of club history 
together once more. Pogba is 
back and we couldn’t be hap-
pier.” 

Pogba won four Serie A 
titles during his first spell at 
Juve, scoring 34 goals in 177 
appearances in all compe-
titions before returning to 
United for a then world record 
£89million ($106.3million) 

transfer fee in 2016.
He enjoyed a successful 

first season back at United 
under former boss Jose Mour-
inho, winning the League Cup 
and Europa League. But after 
a fall-out with Mourinho and 
a series of injury problems, 
Pogba rarely hit top form in 
his second stint with United 
and his popularity waned.

He was instrumental in 
France winning the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, but 
struggled to reproduce the 

same level of performance for 
United on a consistent basis.

Pogba was restricted to 
27 appearances in his final 
season at Old Trafford under 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and Ralf 
Rangnick and he was booed 
by United fans when he was 
substituted in his final ap-
pearance for the club against 
Norwich in April.

He scored a total of 39 
goals in 233 games in all com-
petitions for United during his 
two spells at the club.

This picture taken on Saturday and released on Monday by Italian 
news agency Ansa shows French World Cup winning midfielder Paul 
Pogba greeting supporters as he arrives to the Juventus football club’s 
Medical Center, in Turin.  Pogba has returned to Serie A side Juventus 
on a free transfer. (AFP)

Chandimal scores  
unbeaten double  
century as  
Sri Lanka win  
Galle Test
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PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

Novak Djokovic collected a sev-
enth Wimbledon title and Elena 
Rybakina a first after another 
memorable Wimbledon fortnight.
Here’s a look at what we have 
learned from SW19 this year.

Kyrgios nicks the spotlight 
Novak Djokovic may have 
claimed the title but Nick Kyrgios 
stole all the headlines during his 
wild ride to the final The Austral-
ian firebrand is more famous for 
is on-court histrionics than his 
tennis, but this fortnight he pro-
vided us with both while finally 
proving he does have the mental 
capacity, as well as the stunning 
shot-making, to go deep in a 
Grand Slam. Now he knows he 
can do it, it will be fascinating to 
see if the 27-year-old can gather 
himself for another title at a 
major title.

Brits shine on big stage 
There was no home winner, 

and Emma Raducanu and Andy 
Murray suffered disappointingly 
early exits, but it was still a 
hugely positive tournament for 
British tennis.
Cameron Norrie, who had never 
been past the third round at a 
grand slam, enjoyed a fine run 
to the semi-finals, where he ran 
into Djokovic. There was also a 

career-best fourth-round ap-
pearance for Heather Watson 
and encouraging wins for Katie 
Boulter, Jack Draper and break-
out stars Ryan Peniston and 
Alastair Gray.
There is wonderful camaraderie 
among the British ranks with 
the players all pushing each 
other and improving as a result.

Point-less punishment 
Wimbledon’s decision to ban 
Russian and Belarusian com-
petitors due to the invasion of 
Ukraine, and the subsequent 
move by the ATP and WTA to 
strip the Championships of 
ranking points, only hurt the 
players.
Despite winning the title 

Djokovic, unable to defend the 
points he won last year, could 
find himself as low as seventh 
when the new world rankings 
are published. Lower-ranked 
players who had decent runs, 
such as Dutch wild card Tim 
van Rijthoven who reached the 
fourth round, will also see no 
benefit in their rankings. And 

as if to illustrate the futility of it 
all, Russian-born Rybakina won 
the title.

Frustration at late finishes 
Wimbledon’s Centre Court and 
Court One roofs ensure the 
show goes on even if the weath-
er is not playing ball. But the 
Championships have become a 
late-night event by stealth.
While the other three grand 
slams schedule matches for 
the evening crowds, Wimbledon 
staunchly does not.  
And yet with the lights in the 
roof beaming matches are 
regularly finishing close to the 
11pm curfew, which pleases 
the broadcasters but not the 
players.
Both Djokovic and Andy Murray 
said they advocated an earlier 

start to the day’s play on the 
show courts.

Ons the way to the top 
The women’s draw threw up 
another first-time winner among 
another field for the pin stick-
ers. With Iga Swiatek prov-
ing fallible, Serena Williams 
providing only a brief cameo, 
Raducanu out early and Naomi 
Osaka not showing up at all, 
the women’s tournament lacked 
in star quality. So much so that 
the defeat of the second seed, 
Anett Kontaveit, in round two, 
caused barely a ripple.
But runner-up Ons Jabeur, the 
watchable and likeable Tunisian, 
has the game and the personal-
ity to provide some much-need-
ed quality and charisma at the 
very top of the sport.

Late night matches, new stars and futile 
punishments: Lessons from Wimbledon

Women singles champion Elena Rybakina and men’s singles winner Novak Djokovic at the 2022 Wimbledon champions’ ball in London on Sunday.

Djokovic tumbles four places  
in world rankings

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic claimed the men’s title at Wimbledon 
on Sunday but a day later tumbled four places to seventh in the 
world rankings - his lowest placing in four years.
The rankings were published by the governing ATP, who removed 
points from Wimbledon due to the All England Club’s decision 
to ban Russian and Belarusian players due to the invasion of 
Ukraine. Djokovic, who also won Wimbledon in 2021, therefore 
lost 2,000 points from his tally to fall to 4,770, behind Daniil 
Medvedev’s best 7,775.
Russian Medvedev was one of those banned from Wimbledon 
but he remains top of the rankings going into the North Ameri-
can hard-court season.
Germany’s Olympic champion Alexander Zverev is second, on 
6,850 points, with Spain’s Rafael Nadal third. Meanwhile Swiss 
great Roger Federer, who has not played due to injury since Wim-
bledon last year, fell out of the rankings completely. (DPA)

Wimbledon 
concluded on 

Sunday with new 
players and 
innovations 
bringing a 

freshness to the 
traditional event

Kyrgios feels he belongs at top table after wild run
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

NICK Kyrgios believes he “be-
longed’’ in the Wimbledon 
final after losing to Novak 
Djokovic in four sets on Cen-
tre Court.

The Australian maverick’s 
run to the final has been lit-
tered with controversy, and 
there were times when he 
looked set to go into full melt-
down mode against Djokovic.

But despite a code vio-
lation for swearing - which 
earned him a $4,000 fine - he 
recovered his composure and 
Djokovic had to work as hard 
as he has all fortnight for his 
4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (3) victory.

Kyrgios said: “I felt like, 
you know, to get to the final, 
there’s always a bit of anxiety 

of how it’s going to play out, 
if you feel worthy to be there. 

I felt like the trophy was defi-
nitely attainable today.

“I played a hell of a first set 
and put myself in a position 
to take a stranglehold of the 
match.

“My level is right there. I 
feel like you look at what No-
vak has done to some other 
opponents, and it’s not a good 
feeling.

“But I’m right there. I’m 
not behind the eight ball at all. 
I played a slam final against 
one of the greatest of all time, 
and I was right there.

“It was a hell of an occasion. 
People were probably expect-
ing me to have something hap-
pen today. But I came out in the 
first set and I looked like I was 
the one who had played in a lot 

of finals. I thought I dealt with 
the pressure pretty well.

“I felt like I belonged, to be 
honest. I’ve played big finals 
before.

My record in finals is pret-
ty good. I’ve played some very 
good players in finals.

“I felt like he just has so 
much experience to draw on. 
Look, he’s won the tourna-
ment I don’t know how many 
times now, four times in a row.

“I’ve got that under my belt 
now, a Wimbledon finalist. I can 
kind of draw from experience.

“I felt like I belonged, 
though. I feel like my game, 
my level has always been 
there. I feel like I’ve kind of 
put it together a little bit this 
couple of weeks.”

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (L) congratulates Serbia’s Novak Djokovic for 
his victory during their men’s singles final at Wimbledon. (AFP)

Wimbledon attendance 
bounces back from  

Covid after sluggish start
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

WIMBLEDON has bounced 
back from the Covid-19 pan-
demic with more than half a 
million people flocking to the 
south-west London tennis 
championships after a sluggish 
start.

The Grand Slam came to 
a close on Sunday after Novak 
Djokovic triumphed against 
Nick Kyrgios in the men’s sin-
gles final. It followed Elena Ry-
bakina winning the women’s 
singles title on Saturday after 
defeating Ons Jabeur.

Figures from the All Eng-
land Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club (AELTC), which organises 
Wimbledon, show that 515,164 
people attended the SW19 
grounds during the two-week 
tournament.

The attendance figures have 
only twice surpassed the half-
a-million mark, with 511,043 
in 2009 and then 500,397 in 
2019 - the last time it was hosted 
without coronavirus restrictions 
limiting capacity.

This year’s figures are the 
highest ever for the Grand 
Slam but this is partly because 
matches were played on Middle 
Sunday.

The first Sunday, which is 
usually used as a day off to allow 
the grass to recover, saw 39,427 
people in 2022 where there 
would usually be no attendance.

Discounting Sunday, there 
was a total of 475,740 people - a 
5% decrease from the equiva-
lent 2019 figures.

The numbers still show 
a bounce back from the pan-
demic, which saw the tourna-
ment cancelled in 2021 and just 
301,837 attend in 2021 due to 
reduced spectator capacity.

The second week figures for 
this year’s championship were 
around the same level as the 
pre-pandemic years.

Glorious sunshine and plus-
30 degrees Celsius in the last 
few days saw fans crowding the 
hill to its 1,500 capacity to watch 
the quarter-final, semi-final and 
final matches.

But in the first week of the 
grand slam, the AELTC was 
dogged by disappointing at-
tendance figures after it had ex-

pected 42,000 tickets to be sold 
daily. Just 36,603 people en-
tered the SW19 grounds on the 
opening Monday – a 14% drop 
from 42,517 in 2019.

The cumulative number of 
spectators was 153,193 from the 
first Monday to Thursday - the 
sparsest attendance since 2007 
when 148,986 people turned up.

Fans attributed the drop to 
a combination of the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, fears about catching 
coronavirus, and the absence of 
eight-time Wimbledon winner 
Roger Federer who normally 
draws in swathes of internation-
al observers.

Meanwhile, tennis-lovers 
said attendance in the famous 
Wimbledon queue for premium 
on-the-day tickets, which also 
returned after a Covid-induced 
two-year hiatus, was at least 
five times lower this year than 
in 2019.

AELTC chief executive Sally 
Bolton said demand was only 
“soft” at the end of the queue, 
especially later in the day, while 
show court ticket sales were “as 
high as ever before”.

“Everything about the 
championship, particularly fan 
behaviour, is more of an art 
than a science and so of course 
we look at the things that will be 
different on any given day and 
what that results in,” she said.

During the tournament, re-
ports emerged that the AELTC 
is considering making the queue 
partly digital after the marked 
dip in attendance at the start of 
the week.

Potential changes are said 
to include allowing fans to leave 
the line once they have scanned 
in and then receive an alert 
when they can enter, while tick-
ets could also become available 
online. The physical queue is ex-
pected to remain in some form 
but most likely with a reduced 
capacity.

But veteran fans opposed 
the idea of a virtual queue in any 
form, saying it would detract 
from the atmosphere and allow 
people to claim tickets easily 
only to drop them later.

A spokesperson said: “This 
year was a special and memo-
rable year for The Champion-
ships, as we celebrated 100 
years of Centre Court.”

Woods gears up with a full 
practice round at St Andrews

STATS PERFORM/DPA

TIGER Woods played a full 18 
holes on Sunday at St Andrews 
as he prepared for the 150th 
Open next week.

Woods has not played 
since withdrawing after the 
third round of the PGA Cham-
pionship in May. That was his 
second appearance since suf-
fering multiple leg injuries in a 
car accident in February 2021.

His first tournament back 
was The Masters in April.

Woods chose not to play 
in the US Open last month be-
cause he had his sights set on 
St Andrews, where he won two 
of his three Open champion-
ships in 2000 and 2005.

“I had some issues with 
my leg, and it would have put 
this tournament in jeopardy, 
and so there’s no reason to do 
that,” Woods said.

“This is a pretty historic 
Open that we are going to be 
playing,” he said. “I’m lucky 
enough to be part of the past 
champions that have won there 
and want to play there again, 
and I don’t know when they are 
ever going to go back while I’m 
still able to play at a high level.

“I want to be able to give it 
at least one more run at a high 
level.” Justin Thomas played 

the practice round with Woods 
on Sunday after missing the 
cut at the Scottish Open.

Asked if he had been pick-
ing Tiger’s brain, Thomas said: 
“A little bit. I understand he is 

going to be a little withholding 
of some information, but I’m 
trying to needle him and get as 
much out of him as I can.

“He’s done pretty well 
around this place. I’ve never 
had probably a more produc-
tive missed cut than the Scot-
tish Open because it’s been 
nice to come out here and prep 
the last two days.”

 Thomas said he would 
not be shocked next week if 
Woods was in contention for 
his 16th major championship, 
which would move him within 
two titles of tying the all-time 
record set by Jack Nicklaus.

“I’ve learned not to chal-
lenge anything Tiger can or 
can’t do,” Thomas said.

Winner of The Open in 2000, 2005 and 2006, US golfer Tiger Woods 
smiles on the 18th green during The R&A Celebration of Champions, 
part of the build-up towards The 150th British Open Golf Champion-
ship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Monday. (AFP)

Tiger Woods (L) and Winner of 
The Open in 1971 and 1972, 
US former golfer Lee Trevino (R) 
during The R&A Celebration of 
Champions on Monday. (AFP)

Ronaldo not for sale insists 
Man Utd manager ten Hag

PA MEDIA/DPA
BANGKOK 

ERIK ten Hag says Manches-
ter United star Cristiano Ron-
aldo is not for sale and remains 
in his plans.

The 37-year-old forward 
returned to Old Trafford last 
summer in a shock switch 
from Juventus.

Ronaldo still has a sea-
son remaining on his deal 
but speculation is rife about a 
move for a player who is ab-
sent from United’s pre-season 
tour in Thailand and Australia 

due to a family issue.
“He’s not with us and it’s 

due to personal issues,” man-
ager Erik ten Hag said.

“We are planning with 
Cristiano Ronaldo this season 
so that’s it. I’m looking for-
ward to working with him.

“He hasn’t told me (he wants 
to leave). I have read but what I 
say is Cristiano is not for sale. 
Cristiano is in our plans and we 
want to get success together.” 

Ten Hag also confirmed 
that Harry Maguire will re-
main as United captain after 
speculation over the role.

Brentford agree club-record deal 
for Hull midfielder Lewis-Potter

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

BRENTFORD are expected to 
break their transfer record after 
agreeing an initial £16million 
($19.2m) fee to sign Hull mid-
fielder Keane Lewis-Potter.

The highly-rated England 
under-21 international is trav-
elling to London for a medical 
and to discuss personal terms, 
the PA news agency under-
stands. 

The fee could rise up to 
£20million with add-ons after 

the Bees look to have beaten 
interest from several other 
Premier League clubs.

Lewis-Potter played for 
Hull in a friendly against 
Fenerbahce in Marbella on 
Sunday but has left the Tigers’ 
training camp to finalise his 
Premier League move.

There are not expected 
to be any issues with the 
personal terms and the Bees 
will be hoping the 21-year-
old can fill the void left by 
Christian Eriksen’s expected 
departure.
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Jayasuriya, Chandimal shine as 
Sri Lanka win Test, draw series

ANI
GALLE (SRI LANKA)

Dinesh Chandimal’s double 
century and Prabath Jayas-
uriya’s six-wicket haul helped 
Sri Lanka beat Australia by an 
innings and 39 runs in Galle 
and level the two-match series 
1-1 on Monday.

Resuming day four with an 
overnight lead of 67, Dinesh 
Chandimal and Ramesh Men-
dis went about their business 
in the first hour, again frustrat-
ing the Australians. Chandimal 
was looking solid as ever and 
Mendis was chipping in with 
some valuable runs to extend 

the lead. They shared a part-
nership of 68 before Mitch-
ell Starc finally got Mendis 
trapped lbw. Maheesh Theek-
shana would also perish for 10 
before lunch but the hosts’ lead 
had now grown to 135.

Chandimal went on the at-
tack in the afternoon session, 
smashing the Australian bowl-
ers around and getting close to 
a landmark double century.

He brought up the mile-
stone by hitting Starc for back-
to-back maximums, as the Sri 
Lankan dressing room erupted 
in applause. With this feat, he 
became the first Sri Lankan to 
score a double century against 

Australia in Test cricket.
Australia’s misery finally 

ended when Mitchell Swepson 
trapped Kasun Rajitha, but 
the hosts had taken their lead 
to 190. The visitors struggled 
against the spin of debutant 
Prabath Jayasuriya in the first 
innings and struggled again in 
the second.

He was well-supported 
by the rest of the spinners as 
Ramesh Mendis and Theek-
shana also chipped in with 
two wickets apiece. But it was 
Jayasuriya who walked away 
with the glory, registering fig-
ures of 6/59. His scalps includ-
ed Usman Khawaja, Marnus 

Labuschagne, Steve Smith, 
Cameron Green, Mitchell 
Starc and Mitchell Swepson as 
the Australians looked clueless 
against his magic.

For Australia, it was a tep-
id batting display which will 
again raise question marks 

about their ability against the 
turning ball. Only Marnus La-
buschagne could cross the 30-
run mark, as they succumbed 
to a defeat by an innings and 
39 runs. For Sri Lanka, it was 
a well-deserved win after they 
lost the first match.

ANI
KENNINGTON (UK)

HAVING won the T20I series 
against England, India will be 
looking forward to starting the 
50-over series in the same dom-
inant, attacking fashion with 
which it took on the hosts in the 
shortest format of the game.

The first ODI between Eng-
land and India will be played 
at The Oval at Kennington on 
Tuesday. India won the T20I 
series against England by 2-1. 
In the final T20I, the hosts got 
a consolation win by 17 runs.

On the other hand for Eng-
land, it will be their first ODI 
assignment without former 
captain Eoin Morgan, who an-
nounced his retirement from 
international cricket in late 
June. Jos Buttler will have to 
fill in the shoes of a giant as he 
prepares himself for his first 
ODI challenge as a full-time 
white-ball captain.

The return of the Rohit 
Sharma-Shikhar Dhawan 
opening duo could be a possi-
bility. If Dhawan gets a chance, 
these three one-dayers will be a 
chance for him to re-establish 
himself in the team and become 
a part of Men in Blue’s 2023 50-
over World Cup plans.

The series will be equally 
crucial for star batter Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma. The 
50-over format will offer them 
enough time to showcase their 
cautious and aggressive sides 
and regain their touch.

For the newer/younger lot 
of players like Ishan Kishan, 
Rishabh Pant, Shreyas Iyer, 
and Suryakumar Yadav, this 
series will give them another 
chance to fire in the English 
conditions and solidify their 
ODI spots.

The pace attack has the 
right balance of experience 
and youth. Veterans like Jas-
prit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya 
and Mohammed Shami will 
be the leaders of the attack, 
with youngsters like Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj, 
Arshdeep Singh and Shardul 
Thakur also present. Young 
pacers of India will be looking 
forward to making an impact 

in English conditions with 
their pace.

A spin attack consisting 
of Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravin-
dra Jadeja and Axar Patel will 
have to complement the pac-
ers well and trap the English 
batters with their bowling.

England will see the return 
of some of its key players like 
Jonny Bairstow, Joe Root and 
Ben Stokes who could not ac-
company the side in the ODI 
series against the Netherlands 
due to them playing Tests 
against New Zealand at home.

The presence of these play-
ers will only benefit the hard-
hitting set-up, which also 
has captain Buttler, Phil Salt, 
Moeen Ali, Liam Livingstone, 
Jason Roy etc. These all make 
up a highly-formidable ODI 
batting line-up, which can fire 
strokes all over the park on 
their best day. Indian bowlers 
will have to present something 
out of the box to tame this 
high-voltage unit.

There is plenty of firepow-
er in the bowling unit as well. 
Specialist pacers like Reece 
Topley, and Brydon Carse will 
have backing off all-rounders 
like Ben Stokes, Sam Curran 
and David Willey.

Matt Parkinson is the 
solitary spin specialist in the 
squad, he will be backed by the 
likes of Moeen Ali and Liam 
Livingstone to lay down some 
traps to capture the world-
class Indian batters. It will be 
important for them to not give 
any chances to Indian batters 
throughout the series.
India’s squad for 3 ODIs: Rohit 
Sharma (Captain), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Ishan Kishan, Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (wk), Hardik 
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, Shar-
dul Thakur, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, J Bumrah, Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohd Shami, Mohd 
Siraj, Arshdeep Singh. (ANI)
England ODI squad: Jos But-
tler (c), Moeen Ali, Jonathan 
Bairstow, Harry Brook, Brydon 
Carse, Sam Curran, Liam Living-
stone, Craig Overton, Matthew 
Parkinson, Joe Root, Jason Roy, 
Phil Salt, Ben Stokes, Reece 
Topley, David Willey.

India aim to  
continue winning 

run in ODIs

Bracewell’s 127* guides  
NZ to 1-wkt victory over  

Ireland in last over thriller
ANI

DUBLIN

MICHAEL Bracewell scored 
24 runs in the last over, in-
cluding a six off the penulti-
mate delivery, and helped New 
Zealand beat Ireland by one 
wicket in the opening match of 
their three-game ODI series.

It was difficult for New 
Zealand to chase down Ire-
land’s total of 300/9 and but 
all-rounder Michael Bracewell 
certainly delivered with an un-
beaten 127 from just 82 balls. 

Bracewell came to the 
crease with the visitors in huge 
trouble at 120/5, but batted 
sensibly when needed and 
then produced the thrilling 
knock in the final over to en-
sure New Zealand drew first 
blood in the three-game ODI 
series.

It all came down to the fi-
nal over, with New Zealand 
requiring 20 runs to win and 
Bracewell facing experienced 
Ireland pacer Craig Young. 

Bracewell only needed five 
of the six deliveries to clinch 
the victory for his side as he 
went 4,4,6,4,6 to seal the dra-
matic triumph.

The 20 runs chased in the 
final over was a new record for 
most target runs successfully 
chased in the 50th over of a 
men’s ODI.

Earlier, it was so close, yet 
so far for Ireland who looked 
home during various stages of 
the match thanks to some su-
perb play from young batter 
Harry Tector and all-rounder 
Curtis Campher.

While Campher contrib-
uted 43 with the bat and 3/49 

with the ball, it was Tector 
that stole the headlines with 
his maiden ODI century for 
Ireland in just his 21st match.

Tector produced some 
great shots against the world-
class New Zealand attack as he 
plundered 113 from 117 deliv-
eries, hitting three huge sixes 
during his knock. But his cen-
tury was in vain in the end.
Scores: New Zealand 305 for 
9 (Bracewell 127*, Guptill 51, 
Campher 3-49) beat Ireland 
300 for 9 (Tector 113, Campher 
43, Ferguson 2-44) by one 
wicket.

Sri Lanka’s captain Dimuth Karunaratne (L) and his Australian coun-
terpart Pat Cummins pose with the Warne-Muralitharan Test trophy at 
the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal celebrates scoring 200 runs on the fourth day of the second cricket Test 
match against Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Monday. (AFP)

“Australia 1st innings 364 (M. Labuschagne 104, S. 
Smith 145 not out; Jayasuriya 6-118)
Sri Lanka 1st innings (Overnight 431-6, K. Chandimal 
118, R. Mendis 7)
D. Chandimal not out  206
R. Mendis lbw b Starc  29
M. Theekshana b Cummins  10
P. Jayasuriya b Starc  0
K. Rajitha lbw b Swepson  0
Extras: (b4, lb6, w3, nb1)  14
Total: (All out, 181 overs) 554
Fall of wickets: 7-477 (R. Mendis), 8-498 (Theekshana), 
9-505 (Jayasuriya), 10-554 (Rajitha).
Bowling: Starc 29-3-89-4, Cummins 30-5-95-1 (w2, 
nb1), Lyon 64-5-194-2, Green 6-0-20-0 (w1), 
Swepson 38-2-103-3, Head 8-0-27-0, Labuschagne 
6-0-16-0.
Australia 2nd innings
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis  24
U. Khawaja c sub (Fernando) b Jayasuriya  29

M. Labuschagne lbw b Jayasuriya  32
S. Smith lbw b Jayasuriya  0
T. Head b R. Mendis  5
C. Green st Dickwella b Jayasuriya  23
A. Carey not out  16
M. Starc c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  0
P. Cummins lbw b Theekshana  16
N. Lyon lbw b Theekshana  5
M. Swepson b Jayasuriya  0
Extras: (b1) 1
Total: (All out, 41 overs)  151
Fall of wickets: 1-49 (Warner), 2-59 (Khawaja), 3-59 
(Smith), 4-74 (Head), 5-112 (Labuschagne), 6-117 
(Green), 7-117 (Starc), 8-144 (Cummins), 9-150 
(Lyon), 10-151 (Swepson).
Bowling: Rajitha 5-1-16-0, Theekshana 5-0-28-2, R. 
Mendis 15-2-47-2, Jayasuriya 16-2-59-6.
Toss: Australia.
Result: Sri Lanka won by innings & 39 runs
Series: Two-match series ends level at 1-1.

Scoreboard

Miraz, Islam shine as Bangladesh beat WI
ANI

GEORGETOWN (GUYANA

MEHIDY Hasan Miraz and 
Shoriful Islam’s fierce bowling 
helped Bangladesh defeat West 
Indies in the first ODI at Provi-
dence Stadium on Sunday.

Emerging spinner Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz was the hero for 
Bangladesh with a brilliant 
spell that netted 3/36 and the 
24-year-old was adjudged as 
the Player of the Match. Bang-
ladesh captain Tamim Iqbal 
won the toss and elected to 
bowl.

Chasing the target of 150 
runs, Bangladesh also did not 
have a good start. Liton Das 
could only score one run. After 
this Tamim Iqbal and Najmul 
Hossain added 48 runs for the 
second wicket. 

Tamim was run out after 
scoring 33 runs off 25 balls. 
Hits 4 fours and a six.

Najmul and Mahmudul-
lah added 49 runs for the third 
wicket to take the score to 100. 
Najmul was dismissed after 
scoring 37 runs off 46 balls. 
Afif Hossain scored 9 runs. 
Mahmudullah returned un-

beaten on 41 off 69 balls. Hits 
2 fours and a six. While Nurul 
Hasan remained unbeaten on 
20 off 27 balls. Hit a four and 
a six.

That was never going to 

be enough, with skipper Iqbal 
(33) getting the visitors off to 
a fast start and Mahmudullah 
(41*) using all his experience 
to ensure Bangladesh drew 
first blood in the three-match 

ODI series.
Earlier, West Indies failed 

to shine after being sent into 
bat first in Providence, with 
three of their top six batters 
unable to reach double figures.

West Indies did not have 
a good start and the team 
lost 5 wickets at 74. Shem-
rah Brooks, who came to the 
crease at number-3, scored the 
highest 33 runs. Captain Nic-
osal Pooran scored 18 runs.

The Men in Maroon lost 9 
wickets on 110 runs on board. 
After this, Anderson Phillip 
and Jayden Seals added an 
unbeaten 39 runs for the final 
wicket to bring the score close 
to 150 runs. Philip scored an 
unbeaten 21 off 22 balls.

Off-spinner Mehdi Hasan 
Miraj took 3 wickets for 36 
runs in 9 overs. On the other 
hand, left-arm fast bowler 
Shoriful Islam scalped 4 wick-
ets for 34 runs in 8 overs.

No.3 Shamarh Brooks top-
scored for West Indies with an 
overly cautious 33 and their 
total may have been even less 
if not for an unbeaten final-
wicket stand of 39 between 
Anderson Phillip (21*) and 
Jayden Seales (16*) at the end 
of their innings.
Scores: Bangladesh 151 for 4 
(Mahmudullah 41*) beat West 
Indies 149 for 9 (Shoriful 4-34, 
Mehidy 3-36) by six wickets.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (C) of Bangladesh celebrates the dismissal of Nicholas Pooran of West Indies during 
their 1st ODI at Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, on Sunday. (AFP)

Michael Bracewell scored 24 
runs in the last over, including a 
six off the penultimate delivery.

F1 rivals join Hamilton against ‘shocking’ Austrian GP abuse
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

LEADING Formula One fig-
ures have joined seven-time 
world champion Lewis Ham-
ilton in condemning reports of 
racist abuse towards attendees 
at the Austrian Grand Prix.

A packed crowd was in 
attendance at the Red Bull 
Ring in Spielberg, with over 
300,000 fans on site over the 
three days, which culminated 
in Charles Leclerc’s season-
reviving victory ahead of world 
champion Max Verstappen.

Hamilton drove to a sur-
prise third to round out the 
podium after Ferrari’s Carlos 
Sainz suffered an engine fire, 
further underscoring Mer-
cedes’ improvements after 
a strong finish at the British 
Grand Prix a week prior. But 
the Briton, who has been the 

target of frequent racist re-
marks and attacks throughout 
his career, has called out al-
legations that some attend-
ees were verbally abused as a 
product of “ignorance”.

The 37-year-old had de-
scribed reports of racist and 

homophobic abuse as “dis-
gusting” earlier in the race 
weekend and doubled down in 
his subsequent statements.

“It just highlights that it’s 
still an issue all over,” the sev-
en-time world champion said.

“It comes down to educa-

tion and, of course, ignorance. 
People should come, should 
feel safe, should feel included 
and should be able to follow 
whoever it is you want to follow.

“[It] shouldn’t matter 
[about] your gender, your sex-
uality, the colour of your skin. 
It should just be everyone here 
to have a good time.” 

Verstappen - whose part-
ner’s father, former Brazil-

ian driver Nelson Piquet, was 
involved in a racism storm 
concerning remarks about 
Hamilton last month - also 
condemned the claimed abuse.

“I read a few things, a 
few shocking things, so that’s 
clearly not okay,” the Dutch-
man added.

Meanwhile, Leclerc called 
for bans to be issued to those 
responsible.

FORMULA ONE

 Fans celebrate during the winners ceremony after the Formula One 
Austrian Grand Prix in Spielberg, Austria, on Sunday. (AFP)

FORMER Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone will be charged with 
fraud by false representation over an alleged failure to declare 
£400million ($477million) of overseas assets to the UK govern-
ment. The charge against the 91-year-old was authorized on 
Monday following an investigation by UK Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC). Andrew Penhale, chief prosecutor, said: “The CPS has re-
viewed a file of evidence from HMRC and has authorised a charge 
against Bernard Ecclestone of fraud by false representation in 
respect of his failure to declare to HMRC the existence of assets 
held overseas believed to be worth in excess of £400m. The case 
will first be heard at a court in London on August 22. (DPA)

Ecclestone facing fraud charge over assets
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QNA
DOHA

ON the occasion of Eid Al-
Adha, the Doha Municipality, 
represented by the Public Parks 
Department and its awareness 
team, organised a slew of agri-
cultural and recreational activi-
ties for children under the slo-
gan ‘Let’s Sow on Eid’.

The events, which took place 
over three days beginning with 
Eid and were organised in col-
laboration with a mall, focused 
on introducing children to the im-
portance of agriculture and teach-
ing them how to plant seedlings. 
In addition to entertainment 
shows, they included children’s 
competitions and the distribution 
of gifts and prizes.

Doha Municipality’s Parks 
Department Head Mohammed 
Abdullah Abbas stated that 
these events were part of the 
municipality’s desire to inter-
act and communicate positively 
with the community in a way 
that benefits the public, praising 
the cooperation in organizing 
them. (QNA)
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World Cup 2022 excellent opportunity to showcase
Qatari hospitality to international visitors: QDF V-P

IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

THE first FIFA World Cup in 
the Middle East and the Arab 
world presents an exceptional 
chance for the host nation Qa-
tar to highlight its hospitality 
to the international audience, 
according to Thabet Musleh, 
vice-president of Qatar Duty 
Free (QDF). 

With only 131 days left for 
the kick-off of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, the QDF V-P 
was speaking in an interview 
with TR Business, where he 
was asked what critical devel-
opments Hamad International 
Airport (HIA) and QDF will 

undergo in order to leverage 
Qatar’s unique level of global 
exposure and passenger foot-
fall as the country prepares to 
host one of the world’s most 
high-profile sporting events.

Musleh said: “FIFA 
[World Cup] is an extraordi-
nary opportunity given to us 
to showcase to all our passen-
gers the best that Qatar hospi-
tality and engineering can of-
fer. We feel very honoured to 
be welcoming travellers from 
all over the world. All our 
teams are working extremely 
hard to deliver the best shop-
ping experience worth travel-
ling for. Passengers will have 
the chance to experience 

amazing offers from existing 
and new brands, as we are in-
creasing the retail offer from 
90 outlets to more than 175 
shops. We also believe that a 
unique shopping experience 
involves outstanding food 
and beverage concepts. With 
more than 30 new F&B out-
lets ranging from fast food to 
luxury restaurants and cafes 
[taking the total number of 
options to 71] we think we can 
offer the right choice of food 
and drinks to anyone. I also 
would like to emphasise that 
at Qatar Duty Free, our vision 
and goals remain the same. It 
is FIFA [WC] and beyond.”

When asked what other 

events in Qatar this year will 
influence QDF’s retail strat-
egy, he said: “Our priority is 
to engage with our customers 
whenever they travel through 
our retail space and make 

sure their experience remains 
memorable. We constantly 
work on leveraging the in-
credible events that are taking 
place in Qatar to align with 
our marketing activations. We 
will dress the stores and cre-
ate exciting animations, in-
cluding VR, for the opening of 
our new retail offerings, and 
during the tennis champion-
ship in December and Janu-
ary, Golf Tour in March and 
several other events through-
out 2023.”

On the challenges of cre-
ating a compelling retail offer 
at HIA, he stated that travel-
lers’ shopping habits, tastes 
and interests are constantly 

changing, making it difficult 
to stay aligned with these 
changes.   However, he be-
lieves that by keeping their 
offer up to date, they are suc-
cessfully delivering experi-
ences that match customers’ 
interests and demands.  He 
added they will continue to 
present an impressive port-
folio of fashion and accessory 
brands that are highly appeal-
ing to customers, including 
millennials, who are regarded 
as the most rapidly chang-
ing customer segment. “Our 
space is intended to immerse 
passengers in a seamless 
luxury environment, adding 
quality and value to the entire 

travel experience.”
“I am honoured to be able 

to play an essential role in 
significant projects, such as 
building a new terminal at 
our award-winning airport, 
expanding the retail offer and 
hosting the world’s largest 
sporting event on the back 
of a pandemic.  Working on 
incredible projects like these 
with my teams is a dream 
come true,” he said of his role 
with QDF. 

The World Cup 2022 will 
be held in Qatar from Novem-
ber 21 to December 18. A total 
of 32 teams, including hosts 
Qatar, have qualified for the 
tournament.

Eid Al-Adha events
conclude at Katara

QNA
DOHA

THE Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) concluded Eid 
Al-Adha activities on Mon-
day, which included children’s 
workshops, various theatrical 
performances, and ‘Katara Ei-
dya’. Meanwhile, the Thuraya 
Planetarium Dome will con-
tinue its shows until Tuesday, 
with the display of 8 Scoops of 
Milky Way beginning at 5 pm, 
The Stars show beginning at 6 
pm and The Zula Patrol Show 
beginning at 7 pm.

The events were well re-
ceived by the large number 
of visitors who came to Kat-
ara, as many children partic-
ipated in the art workshops 
held in Building 18. Colour-
ing activities, face painting, 
canvas painting, balloon for-
mation, cartoon character 

shows and ceramic painting 
were among the art work-
shops offered.

The theatrical shows 
“Friends of Nature,” “Forest 
Animals,” a silent play com-

prised of various sketches, 
and a shadow theatre show 
were all successful.

Doha Municipality organises
agricultural and recreational 
activities during Eid Al-Adha

Visitors will be able to take advantage of incredible deals from both existing and new brands as QDF expands its retail offering from 90 to more than 175 shops

Thabet Musleh


