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NOVAK Djokovic came from 
behind for the third time in a 
row to claim a fourth straight 
and seventh overall Wimble-
don title, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) 
over Nick Kyrgios on Sunday.

Unseeded Kyrgios started 
strongly but the hot-headed 
Australian then started com-
plaining with his box and 
about spectators in the third 
set and never fully managed 
to regain his form and compo-
sure from early on.

Top seed Djokovic was 
undeterred and wrapped up 
matters after 3 hours on third 
match point for his 21st career 
Grand Slam title, one shy of 
Rafael Nadal’s 22 but now one 
ahead of Roger Federer.

Djokovic was unable to 
play the Australian Open after 
being deported owing to coro-
navirus rules and for the same 
reason will also likely miss the 
US Open.

“I’ve lost words for what this 
tournament and this trophy 
means to me,” said Djokovic 
after receiving the trophy from 
the Duchess of Cambridge.

“It’s always has been and 
always will be the most special 
tournament in my heart. My 
first image of tennis was grass 

and Wimbledon.
“I always dreamed of com-

ing here and just playing here. 
Every time, it gets more and 
more meaningful and special 
so I’m very blessed to be stand-
ing here with the trophy.” 

The two have had a stormy 
relationship in the past as Kyr-
gios heavily criticised Djoko-
vic for his behaviour in the 
early stages of the pandemic 
but then coming to his support 
when his Australian govern-
ment deported him.

But that has changed 
now and after praising Kyr-
gios, Djokovic said: “I never 
thought I’d say so many nice 
things about you, considering 
the relationship. OK, it’s offi-
cially a bromance.” 

Kyrgios named Djokovic “a 
bit of a god, I’m not gonna lie. I 
thought I played well ... I’m re-
ally happy with this result, the 
best of my career.” 

Sporting a red bascap in 
a violation of the Wimbledon 

dresscode, he added in the di-
rection of the umpires “I want 
to say thank you - I know you 
and I have a very tough rela-
tionship at times.” 

It was the third comeback 
for the Serb who rallied from 
two sets down in the quarter-
finals against Jannik Sinner 
and also lost the first set in his 
semi against Cameron Norrie.

Kyrgios had reached his 
first final at the majors by 
walkover as Australian and 

French Open winner Nadal 
had withdrawn with an ab-
dominal injury ahead of their 
semi-final.

He had won both previous 
matches against Djokovic and 
also drew first blood Sunday, 
going break up at 3-2 on a dou-
ble fault and clinching the set 
– which also included an early 
underarm serve - with an ace.

But Djokovic swiftly lev-
elled the sets thanks to a 
fourth-game break as he start-

ed to read Kyrgios’ serve in a 
better way.

The third was tight and 
Kyrgios received a warning 
after the fifth game when he 
complained about a spectator 
talking between his serves.

The muttering continued 
and Kyrgios was then at boil-
ing point when he dropped 
serve to trail 5-4 with a double 
fault and backhand error, up-
set that his box stopped voic-
ing their support when he was 
40-0 up.

Djokovic was unfazed and 
calmly served out the set when 
Kyrgios hit two returns wide.

A long bathroom break 
from Djokovic also helped 
Kyrgios settled down again 
and a tense fourth set stayed 
on serve although he was two 
points from winning the set 
in the 12th game at 30-30 but 
Djokovic forced the tiebreak.

A double fault from Kyr-
gios handed Djokovic a 1-0 
lead and the world number 
one raced off to a 6-1 lead and 
five match points thanks to 
several further unforced er-
rors from Kyrgios.

The Australian managed 
to save the first two, including 
with his 30th ace, but Djoko-
vic came third time lucky as 
the clock ticked to 3 hours, tri-
umphing when Kyrgios netted 
a backhand and celebrating in 
familiar style by tasting some 
of the grass.

Djokovic overcomes Kyrgios to 
his seventh Wimbledon crown
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 I’ve lost words for what this tournament and this 
trophy means to me. My first image of tennis was grass 
and Wimbledon. Every time, it gets more and more 
meaningful and special so I’m very blessed.

Novak Djokovic, 21-time Grand Slam title winner 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic smiles as he holds his trophy after defeating Australia’s Nick Kyrgios in the men’s 
singles final of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Novak Djokovic is acclaimed by the crowd as he celebrates with the trophy from a balcony of Centre Court at The All England Tennis Club in 
Wimbledon, southwest London, on Sunday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios holds the runner-up’s trophy. (AFP)

Family day at Wimbledon attended by Djokovic and Cambridge’s children
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

THE men’s singles final be-
came a family affair as Prince 
George watched his first ever 
Wimbledon match and Novak 
Djokovic’s daughter waved at 
her dad as he celebrated win-
ning the championship.

The Serbian player won 
his seventh Wimbledon title 
after beating Australian Nick 
Kyrgios in a dramatic final on 
Sunday afternoon.

Djokovic shared some 
sweet moment’s with his wife 
and daughter after the match 
when he was interviewed on 
Centre Court by BBC present-
er Sue Barker.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, who watched from 
the royal box, also had a fam-
ily day as they brought eight-
year-old George.

After Kate presented both 
players with their trophies, 

Djokovic waved up to his fam-
ily and his team as he thanked 
them for their support during 
an interview with Barker.

Djokovic said: “My fam-
ily, my parents are here, oh 
my daughter’s here as well. Oh 
wow, OK.” His four-year-old 
daughter Tara could be seen 
sitting on his wife Yelena’s 
knee and waving at her dad.

The Serbian player told 
Barker: “She’s not five years 
old yet so she wasn’t allowed 
to watch a match live, but next 
year hopefully if she’s interest-
ed, which she wasn’t so much 
in tennis, she can watch daddy 
play live.” Wimbledon’s rules 
mean that children under five 
are not allowed on the courts 
to watch the match live in case 
they cause disruption.

“My son is the only one 
missing because I think he 
is playing a set against Bob 
Bryan’s son at the moment be-
cause that’s what they’ve been 

doing in the last few days.” 
Djokovic’s son Stefan, 

seven, has been seen practis-
ing with his father during the 
tournament, with the Serbian 
player telling reporters that he 
is “in love with tennis.” 

Barker reminded Djokovic 
that it was his wedding an-
niversary, to which he said: 

“My gosh I’m going to buy you 
flowers after this, you keep on 
reminding me of things that 
I would get in big trouble if I 
forget.

“So darling, happy an-
niversary,” he said, before 
pointing to the trophy and 
joking: “This is my present.” 
After leaving Centre Court, 

the Wimbledon champion 
stopped to chat with Prince 
George and the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge.

Djokovic was brought into 
a VIP area at the All England 
Club where he handed over 
the men’s trophy for eight-
year-old George to hold.

Kate kept on touching the 
lid to keep it in place as George 

turned the trophy upwards so 
he could get a closer look at it.

William also said to him: 
“Don’t drop it.” Djokovic chat-
ted to the royals for several 
minutes, speaking about how 
their sons are similar ages, be-
fore they shook hands.

Before the final, the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge 
greeted ball boys and girls as 

well as military personnel with 
Prince George in the Millen-
nium building.

Kate, who is patron of the 
All England Club, explained to 
George what the military per-
sonnel do, saying: “They look 
after everybody to make sure 
the crowds are safe and happy, 
doing the right thing, in the 
right seats, making sure the 
grounds are safe.” 

When asked about George 
coming to Wimbledon, she 
said to him: “Is this your first 
time? It is, isn’t it?” to which 
he replied: “Yes.” 

When asked why Charlotte 
was not there, she said: “It’s 
George’s treat today.” 

George was also asked 
who he was going to support 
and appeared too shy to an-
swer so William looked at him 
and whispered “Djokovic” be-
fore adding: “We’ll see how 
long it lasts. He’ll support the 
winner.”

Britain’s Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, hands the winner’s trophy 
to Serbia’s Novak Djokovic at Wimbledon on Sunday. (AFP)

Novak Djokovic’s wife, Jelena Ristic (2R) applauds close to Croatian 
coach Goran Ivanisevic (L) during the men’s singles final of 2022 
Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)



Tiger Woods turns on the style during practice
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

TIGER Woods ended his sec-
ond practice round at St An-
drews in style as he continued 
his preparations for the 150th 
Open Championship on Sun-
day.

Woods, who won two of 
his three Open titles on the 
Old Course in 2000 and 2005, 
drove the green on the par-
four 18th before leaving an 
eagle putt from around 20 feet 
short of the hole.

The 15-time major win-
ner was again accompanied 
by US PGA champion Jus-
tin Thomas, the pair having 
spent Saturday evening walk-
ing the course with a handful 
of clubs and hitting chips and 
putts on and around the vast 
greens.

Woods did not speak to 
waiting reporters, saying he 
would do so after Monday’s 
four-hole Champions Chal-
lenge.

The 46-year-old withdrew 
from the US PGA after a third 

round of 79 and skipped last 
month’s US Open to give his 
body more time to recover due 
to the lingering aftermath of 
the car accident in February 
last year which he said almost 
resulted in his right leg being 
amputated.

“This has been the one cir-
cled for him,” Thomas said. 
“He’s excited to be here. Over-
all, it is a much easier walk 
than Augusta National and 
Southern Hills.

“I feel about Tiger being 
here like I always do - he’s 
going to find a way to be just 
fine.” 

Woods was allowed to use 
a golf cart when he competed 
in the 36-hole JP McManus 
Pro-Am at Adare Manor at 
the start of the week and then 
played 18 holes with Rory 
McIlroy at Ballybunion on 
Thursday.

He will partner McIlroy, 
Lee Trevino and England’s 
Georgia Hall in the Champi-
ons Challenge, which takes 
place over the first, second, 
17th and 18th holes.

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

FERRARI’S Charles Leclerc 
ended a long dry spell when he 
impressively beat champion-
ship leader Max Verstappen of 
Red Bull for victory at the Aus-
trian Grand Prix on Sunday.

Leclerc triumphed for the 
first time in three months 
and third time of the season 
as Ferrari got their strategy 
right to get him back onto the 
podium for the first time in 
six races.

But it was a nervy finale 
for the Scuderia as first their 
second car from Carlos Sainz 
went up in flames after an 
engine failure, and Leclerc 
then complained about throt-
tle issues in the final laps, 
saying via team radio “I was 
really scared.” Leclerc won 
from Saturday’s sprint race 
winner Verstappen and Mer-
cedes’ Lewis Hamilton to 
return into second place in 
the championship, 38 points 
behind Verstappen and 19 
ahead of Sergio Perez who 
retired in the other Red Bull.

“I definitely needed that 
one. The last five races have 
been incredibly difficult for 
myself and for the team,” 
Leclerc said.

“To finally show that we 
have the pace in the car and 
we can do it is incredible. We 
need to push until the end.” 

Verstappen said: “It was a 
tricky day, it seemed like we 
were struggling a bit with the 
tyres and that continued on 
every single compound.

“I had too much degrada-
tion to really attack Charles 

especially but nevertheless 
second place is a good result 
on a difficult day.” 

Verstappen won the start 
into Red Bull’s home race 
while George Russell of Mer-
cedes got past Sainz for third 
but the Spaniard countered 
just seconds later to re-take 
third.

Perez then also tried to 
get past Russell but the cars 
touched when he cut inside 
coming out of turn four.

Perez spun into the gravel 
and dropped to last place be-
fore retiring later while Rus-
sell was given a five-second 
penalty over the incident but 
recovered to finish fourth.

Verstappen was unable to 

open a gap over Leclerc and 
was under attack from lap 10, 
defending himself well twice 
before Leclerc finally got the 
lead two laps later on the in-
side in turn four.

Verstappen pitted in lap 

14 and had to work his way up 
to third before regaining the 
lead when the Ferraris also 
picked up fresh rubbers.

Leclerc was back up front 
in lap 33, with Verstappen 
complaining about grip prob-

lems, and got past his rival a 
third time in lap 53 after all 
had made second stop.

But Ferrari had to sweat it 
out when last week’s British 
GP winner Sainz suffered his 
mishap - and got out of the 

burning car rather late - and 
Leclerc complained about 
throttle problems against 
a charging Verstappen but 
managed to bring the car 
home for victory.

“It was a really good race. 
The pace was there. At the 
beginning we had some good 
fights with Max and the end 
was incredibly difficult,” Ver-
stappen said.

“I had this issue with the 
throttle. It would get stuck at 
20 or 30 per cent throttle in 
the low speeds, so it was very 
tricky. We managed to make 
it stick until the end and I am 
so happy.” 

Seven-time world cham-
pion Hamilton was happy 

with a third straight third-
place finish after crashing in 
qualifying and coming eighth 
in the sprint.

“We made some improve-
ments this weekend so we 
just have to keep chipping 
away at it,” he said.

Mick Schumacher of Haas 
meanwhile drove into the 
points for the second straight 
time as he finished a career-
best sixth.

Pierre Gasly of Alpha 
Tauri and McLaren’s Lando 
Norris received five-second 
penalties for exceeding track 
limits too often, and Gasly 
another five over a collission 
with Aston Martin’s Sebas-
tian Vettel.

Ferrari’s Leclerc beats Verstappen 
at Red Bull home GP to end the rot

DPA
EVIAN-LES-BAINS (FRANCE)

TOUR de France leader Tadej 
Pogacar is concerned in the 
wake of a positive test from a 
team-mate that he could con-
tract the coronavirus through 
fans at the famous race.

UAE team-mate Vegard 
Stake Laengen had to quit 
the race along with French 
AG2R rider Geoffrey Boucha-
rd on Saturday, with another 
French rider, Guillaume Mar-
tin from the Cofidis team, fol-
lowing on Sunday as the third 
rider with a positive test.

Pogacar had said before 
the latest withdrawal that the 
passionate spectators pose a 

certain risk.
“Every day the people are 

yelling at you at the climbs. I 
like that. But it also raises the 
possibility of contracting the 
virus,” the two-time reigning 
champion said.

Pogacar said he hoped that 
Laengen caught the virus via a 
fan, that it had not entered the 
team bubble and “that we are 
safe until the end.” 

Martin’s German team-
mate Max Walscheid told dpa 
that the positive test was “sim-
ply bad luck” because the team 
did its best to protect itself.

“There is nothing you can 
do. Unfortunately this is part 
of it and we have to deal with 
it,” he added.

Most teams conduct regu-
lar voluntary tests among their 
riders and staff. The next man-
datory tests are scheduled for 
Monday, the second rest day 
of the race.

Apart from Laengen, 
Bouchard and Martin, six rid-
ers could not compete in the 
Tour at all after testing posi-
tive ahead of last week’s start 
in Copenhagen.

Slovenian Pogacar added 
he doesn’t see the coronavirus 
as an invisible rival, with rivals 
rather the riders from other top 
teams such as Jumbo and Ineos.

“Covid is not a rival. It is 
only a virus that can influence 
things and ruin a Tour,” he 
said.

Third Tour de France rider quits, leader 
Pogacar fears fans could spread Covid

F1 investigates ‘unacceptable’ 
behaviour of some fans in Austria

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

FORMULA One has con-
demned alleged abuse of fans 
by other spectators at the Aus-
trian Grand Prix weekend as 
“unacceptable” and is inves-
tigating together with the rel-
evant local authorities.

Seven-time world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton also said 
he was “disgusted and disap-
pointed” about the reported 
incidents at the Red Bull Ring 
where racing started Friday 
and the Grand Prix is later 
Sunday.

Social media posts suggest 
that a number of mainly fe-
male fans had to endure sexist, 
racist and homophobic slurs 
from others at the Spielberg 
course.

“We have been made aware 
of reports that some fans have 
been subject to completely un-
acceptable comments by oth-
ers at the event,” F1 said in a 
statement Sunday.

“We have raised this with 
the promoter and security and 
will be speaking to those who 
have reported these incidents 

and are taking this very seri-
ously. This kind of behaviour 
is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated and all fans should be 
treated with respect.” 

Hamilton said on Insta-
gram: “Disgusted an disap-
pointed to hear that some fans 
are facing racist, homophobic 
and generally abusive behav-
iour at the circuit this weekend.

“Attending the Austrian 
Grand Prix or any GP should 
never be a source of anxiety or 
pain for fans and something 
must be done that races are 
safe spaces for all.

“Please, if you see this 
happening, report it to circuit 
security and F1, we cannot sit 
back and allow this to contin-
ue,” he said.

Some 50,000 Dutch fans 
have come to Austria in sup-
port of title holder and champi-
onship leader Max Verstappen.

Some of them cheered 
when Hamilton crashed into 
the barriers during Friday 
qualifying, a week after Ver-
stappen was booed during an 
interview and cheered when 
he spun at the British GP 
weekend.

150th OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

Winner Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc lifts his trophy as he celebrates on the podium after 
the Formula One Austrian Grand Prix at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (L) congratulates Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles 
Leclerc celebrates after he won the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 1hr 24min 24.312sec, 2. Max Verstappen (NED/Red 
Bull) at 1.532sec, 3. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 41.217, 4. George Russell 
(GBR/Mercedes) 58.927, 5. Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault) 68.436, 6. Mick 
Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 7. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 1 
lap, 8. Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 9. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 1 lap, 11. Valtteri Bottas 
(FIN/Alfa Romeo) 1 lap, 12. Alex Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes) 1 lap, 13. Lance Stroll 
(CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 14. Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo) 1 lap, 15. 
Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 1 lap, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red 
Bull) 1 lap, 17. Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap
Fastest lap: Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
Retirements: Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes), 
Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP/Ferrari)

World championship standings
Drivers: 1. Max Verstappen (NED) 208 pts, 2. Charles Leclerc (MON) 170, 3. Sergio 
Perez (MEX) 151, 4. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP) 133, 5. George Russell (GBR) 128, 6. Lewis 
Hamilton (GBR) 109, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 64, 8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 52, 9. Valtteri 
Bottas (FIN) 46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 29, 11. Kevin Magnussen (DEN) 22, 12. 
Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 17, 13.Pierre Gasly (FRA) 16, 14. Sebastian Vettel (GER) 15, 
15. Mick Schumacher (GER) 12, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 17. Zhou Guanyu (CHN) 5, 
18. Alexander Albon (THA) 3, 19. Lance Stroll (CAN) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. 
Nico Hulkenberg (GER) 0
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 359 pts, 2. Ferrari 303, 3. Mercedes 237, 4. McLaren-
Mercedes 81, 5. Alpine-Renault 81, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. AlphaTauri-
Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 18, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar wearing 
the overall leader’s yellow jersey (L) cycles past the finish line during 
the 9th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 
192,9 km between Aigle in Switzerland and Chatel Les Portes du 
Soleil in the French Alps on Sunday. (AFP)

US golfer Tiger Woods plays his approach to the 17th green during a practice round for The 150th British 
Open Golf Championship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Sunday. (AFP)

Chelsea agree deal to sign 
Sterling from Man City
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CHELSEA are set to complete 
the signing of Raheem Sterling 
having agreed a £47.5 million 
($57 million US) transfer fee 
with Manchester City, the PA 
news agency understands.

The 27-year-old is expect-
ed to undergo a medical in the 
next few days.

Chelsea hope the deal will 
be completed in time to allow 
the England forward to join 
the club’s pre-season tour in 
the United States.

Sterling has remained Chel-
sea’s top target this summer, 
even though the Blues were 
strongly linked with Leeds for-
ward Raphinha and his fellow 
Brazilian Richarlison.

Tottenham eventually 
signed Richarlison from Ever-
ton.

It is understood Sterling 
has agreed personal terms on 
a five-year contract with the 
option of a further 12 months.

Sterling joined City from 
Liverpool for an initial £44m 
in July 2015 and has played a 
key role in their success under 
Pep Guardiola.

He has won four Premier 
League titles, one FA Cup and 
three League Cups at the Eti-
had Stadium, and scored 131 
goals in 339 appearances for 
the reigning Premier League 
champions.

Sterling grew up in north-
west London and began his 
career at QPR before joining 
Liverpool in 2012.
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ICC
GALLE

ASOLID effort from the Sri 
Lankan middle-order, led by 
Dinesh Chandimal’s ton, has 
put Sri Lanka in a command-
ing position against Australia 
at stumps on day three on 
Sunday.

Sri Lanka may have lost 
Kusal Mendis early on Day 3 
but that did not deter them 
from chipping at Australia’s 
lead. 

Drawing from their con-
siderable experience, the vet-
eran duo of Angelo Mathews 
and Dinesh Chandimal frus-
trated the visiting bowlers and 
confidently notched up a half-
century partnership. 

Australia took the new ball 
five overs before the lunch 
break but were not able to 
make any inroads. The hosts 
went to lunch at 262/3 with 
Mathews on 49* and Chandi-
mal on 29*.

Chandimal should have 
been out caught behind on 
30 a few overs after the lunch 
break off Mitchell Starc. There 
was a huge appeal from Aus-
tralia but unfortunately, they 
had no reviews left. Ultra Edge 
showed a big inside edge. Wel-

coming the big reprieve that 
he got, Chandimal slammed 
the next delivery for a four 
through mid-off and there was 
no looking back.

He brought up his 22nd 
Test fifty sweeping through 
fine leg and despite a brief in-

terlude with tea being forced 
early due to rain, Sri Lanka 
continued in much the same 
fashion.

If not for the late wick-
ets from Australia, Sri Lan-
ka would have been fully in 
charge of the game. However, 

a couple of rash shots saw 
them lose two wickets in the 
final session.

After getting to his fifty 
on Test debut, a big score was 
there for the taking before a 
rare wild slog became Kamin-
du Mendis’ undoing. Mitchell 

Swepson got the ball to spin 
off the rough and castled him. 

Chandimal converted that 
fifty into his 13th Test hun-
dred, also helping Sri Lanka 
go into the lead.

Three overs later, Nathan 
Lyon lured Niroshan Dickwel-
la into a big shot. The south-
paw took the bait and was out 
caught by Pat Cummins at 
mid-on. 

Ramesh Mendis and 
Chadimal took Sri Lanka into 
stumps with a healthy lead of 
67.

Chandimal’s unbeaten ton puts 
Sri Lanka in control at Galle

QNA
MEXICO CITY

THE Mexican Football Associ-
ation has unveiled the national 
team’s home shirt for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The new shirt of the na-
tional team carries impres-
sions of the heritage of the 
Mexican team and its vari-
ous participations in World 
Cup tournaments. Made by 
Adidas, the new design of the 
team shirt carries the coun-
try’s national emblem, reflects 
cultural diversity, and the flag 
of Mexico in its three colors 
green, white and red.

The Mexican federation 
published a set of photos of 
the team’s members wearing 
the new shirt to announce it, 
and an invitation to Mexican 
fans to buy it and go to Qatar 
to support and encourage the 
team.

Mexico play in Group C 
with Argentina, Saudi Arabia 
and Poland, and will open 

their the tournament against 
Poland at Stadium 974 in Ras 

Abu Aboud on November 22.
Mexico are considered 

as one of the most attended 
teams in the World Cup fi-

nals, having qualified 16 times 
(1930, 1950, 1954, 1958, 1962, 

1966, 1970, 1978, 1986, 1994, 
1998, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 
2018) Their participation in 
Qatar will be the 17 in their 
history.

Mexico’s best results were 
in 1970 and 1986, when it 
hosted the tournament on 
both occasions and reached 
the quarter-finals.

Mexico, in partnership 
with Canada and the United 
States of America, are also to 
play host to the FIFA World 
Cup in 2026.

Mexico unveil new FIFA World Cup shirt for Qatar 2022

Made by Adidas, the new design of the team shirt carries the country’s national emblem, reflects cultural diversity, and the flag of Mexico in its three colors green, white and red.

ICC
NOTTINGHAM

SURYAKUMAR Yadav’s bril-
liant century went in vain as 
England held their nerve to 
win the high-scoring third 
T20I by 17 runs.

Chasing 216 for victory, In-
dia lost their top-order within 
a very short time. A huge 
119-run partnership between 
Suryakumar Yadav (117*) and 
Shreyas Iyer (28) followed 
and gave India a chance in 
the match. But English pulled 
back the game in their favour 
by taking wickets at crucial 
stages and denied the visitors 
a clean sweep. India won the 
series 2-1. 

After poor Powerplay re-
turns of 32/3 and 36/3 in the 
first and second T20Is respec-
tively, England openers finally 
clicked in the third match in 
Trent Bridge. Jos Buttler set 
the tone with two boundaries 
and a six in the second over 
while Jason Roy hit his way 
out of the rut with a six against 
Ravi Bishnoi.

Despite losing Buttler, 
England continued to motor 
on with Roy taking charge.

India struck back after the 
Powerplay by scalping Roy 
and Phil Salt in a span of three 
overs. However, Dawid Malan 
took the attack to the Indian 
bowlers and ensured that the 
quick wickets did not derail 
England’s innings.

With India bowling with 
exactly five bowling options, 
they had no choice but to bowl 
Ravindra Jadeja against Ma-
lan. The southpaw punished 
the left-arm spin of Jadeja and 
plundered a fifty off just 30 
balls. Livingstone, who was a 
little slow to start, started tee-
ing off to pile on India’s misery.

Ravi Bishnoi bowled a bril-
liant 16th over, giving away 
just two runs while snaring 
Malan and Moeen Ali. Eng-
land, though, managed to fin-
ish strong with 46 runs com-
ing off the last three overs.

India needed a strong start 
but England’s bowlers were on 
top from the  word go. Rishabh 
Pant was out caught behind in 
the second over. 

Virat Kohli too perished 
after showing a small glimpse 
of his prowess with a six and a 
four against David Willey.

India had lost their top 
three inside the Powerplay 
when Rohit Sharma holed out 
in the deep.

Staring down the barrel 
at 34/3, Suryakumar Yadav 
came to India’s rescue. 

On a pitch that was as-
sisting the off-pace balls, 
Suryakumar used his gifted 
wrists to milk boundaries off 
the England bowlers. While 
the rest of the batting strug-
gled to get going, the 31-year-
old looked at home.

Livingstone bore the brunt 
of Suryakumar’s brutal hitting, 
conceding two sixes and three 
fours off him. He brought up 
his fifty in just 32 balls and be-
came even more threatening 
after getting to the milestone. 

The next 52 runs came in 
just 16 as he became the fifth 
Indian to score a T20I hundred.

The ask of 21 runs off the 
final overs was too tall an order 
even with Harshal Patel at the 
crease as England held their 
nerve and wrapped up the game 
by 17 runs.
Scores: England- 215/7 (Dawid 
Malan 77, Liam Livingstone 
42*, Ravi Bishnoi 2/30) beat 
India 198/9 (Suryakumar Yadav 
117, Shreyas Iyer 28, Reece 
Topley 3/22) by 17 runs.

Suryakumar’s ton 
in vain as England 
avoid whitewash

Haaland arrives at Man City
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Mexico play in Group C 
with Argentina, Saudi 
Arabia and Poland, and 
will open their the tour-
nament against Poland 
at Stadium 974 in  
Ras Abu Aboud on 
November 22.

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal (L) celebrates his century with Kamindu Mendis (R) as Australia’s captain 
Pat Cummins looks on during the third day of their second cricket Test at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle, Sri Lanka, on Sunday. (AFP)

India’s Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during his knock of 117 runs 
as England wicket-keeper Jos Buttler looks on during the third T20I at 
Trent Bridge in Nottingham on Sunday. (AFP) 

Australia 1st innings 364 (M. Labuschagne 104, 
S. Smith 145 not out; Jayasuriya 6-118)
Sri Lanka 1st innings (overnight 184-2, K. Mendis 
84, A. Mathews 6)
P. Nissanka c Green b Starc  ...................................6
D. Karunaratne lbw b Swepson  ........................... 86
Kusal Mendis lbw b Lyon  ................................... 85
A. Mathews c Labuschagne b Starc  ................... 52
D. Chandimal not out  ........................................ 118
Kamindu Mendis b Swepson  .............................. 61
N. Dickwella c Cummins b Lyon  .............................5
R. Mendis not out  ..................................................7
Extras: (b3, lb6, w1, nb1)  .................................. 11
Total: (For 6 wickets, 149 overs)  ...................... 431
Yet to bat: M. Theekshana, P. Jayasuriya, K. Rajitha
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Nissanka), 2-164 
(Karunaratne), 3-186 (K. Mendis), 4-269 (Mathews), 
5-402 (Kamindu), 6-409 (Dickwella).
Bowling: Starc 19-2-47-2, Cummins 24-5-70-0 
(nb1), Lyon 56-5-160-2, Green 6-0-20-0 (w1), 
Swepson 32-2-90-2, Head 8-0-27-0, Labuschagne 
4-0-8-0.

Scoreboard

Klopp keen to repay fans for fervent welcome to Thailand
PA MEDIA/DPA

BANGKOK 

JURGEN Klopp was blown 
away by Liverpool’s remarka-
ble reception in Bangkok, lead-
ing him to jokingly ask whether 
rivals Manchester United had 
received a similarly fervent 
welcome to Thailand ahead of 
Tuesday’s glamour friendly.

The Reds headed straight 
from the plane into a wall of 
excitement in the Thai capital, 
where the bitter English rivals 
will meet in hot and humid 
conditions at the cavernous 
Rajamangala Stadium.

A sell-out crowd is expect-
ed for a match that has cap-
tured the locals’ imagination, 
with more than a thousand 
Liverpool supporters flock-
ing to Suvarnabhumi Airport 
on Sunday hoping to catch a 
glimpse of their heroes.

Klopp led the squad in a 
traditional Thai ceremony 
in the VIP arrivals area, be-
fore throngs of reporters and 
cameramen crammed into the 
room, which was hurriedly 
transformed into a chaotic 
press conference.

Jordan Henderson and 
James Milner looked taken 
aback as they took their seat 
alongside grinning Klopp, who 
was presented with a football 
featuring drawings of him and 
his players.

“First question I have, did 
it look like this yesterday when 
Manchester was here as well?” 

the German said before smil-
ing and shaking his head.

Those comments were fol-
lowed by a 10-minute press 
conference that was more a 
celebration of Liverpool’s visit 
to Thailand than a chance to 
quiz the manager and his play-
ers in any detail.

Henderson and Milner 
spoke briefly about the reception 
and ever-smiling Klopp took the 
chaotic set-up in his stride as he 
spoke about the glamour friend-
ly against United.

“Usually football matches 
are the most important thing 
for us but in this specific case it 

is really more for the people,” 
the Liverpool boss said.

“We brought here 37 play-
ers, so we have all generations 
here and we have to use all of 
them because the boys who 
were on international duty in 
the summer only arrived today 
pretty much and they cannot 
play too long.

“But we will try to give 
them a few minutes as well, so 
it will be really exciting.

“Manchester United - a 
new manager, trained a little 
bit longer than us so might be, 
I’m not sure, in a better situa-
tion in the moment.

“But we see it as an impor-
tant test because it’s against 
United and we don’t play 
friendlies, obviously both 
teams don’t play friendlies 
against each other, so we will 
see what we can do.”

 There was only a handful 
of questions before jet-lagged 
Klopp, Henderson and Milner 
were whisked out to the team 
coaches. Many fans had been at 
the airport for more than four 
hours. Some held home-made 
banners and pictures, while 
others clutched shirts with their 
favourite players on the back.

Some even parked up on 

the motorway route out of the 
airport to wave at the coaches, 
with Virgil van Dijk looking on 
in amazement from the back 
of one bus. There were many 
more Liverpool fans waiting 
for the team at their hotel and 
there will not be any let-up in 
that excitement heading into 
Tuesday’s friendly.

That match sees Erik ten 
Hag take charge of his first 
match as United boss and Liv-
erpool play for the first time 
since last month’s Champions 
League final defeat to Real 
Madrid.

Asked about his confi-
dence of winning trophies this 
season, Klopp said: “As con-
fident as possible. You never 
know, obviously, but I saw to-
day on the plane a squad full 
of quality.

“You always need a little 
bit of luck, how we all know, if 
you want to win a trophy.

“But to play a good season 
you need first and foremost 
consistency, that’s what it’s all 
about and that’s what we will 
try. I have no doubt about the 
quality of the boys.

“We brought in new play-
ers - yes, we lost a few players - 
but we brought in new players; 
if you want, fresh blood, really 
helpful. The boys will make 
pressure, which is important. 
We have five subs from now on 
in the Premier League as well - 
we have to get used to that, we 
have to adapt to that. I’m re-
ally looking forward to it.”

Liverpool players pose upon arrival at Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Bangkok on Sunday, ahead of 
the exhibition match between English Premier League teams Manchester United and Liverpool FC. (AFP)

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland takes part in a 
player unveiling event at the Etihad stadium in Manchester on Sunday 
as the club’s new summer signings presentation to supporters. (AFP)
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Qatar team in Yerevan to 
compete in International
Biology Olympiad 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S four-member team arrived 
in Yerevan, Armenia, yesterday to 
compete in the 2022 International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO), which will 
be held at Yerevan State University in 
Yerevan from July 10 to 18. The Olym-
piad will feature three observer coun-
tries, more than 240 international jury 
members and 500 foreign delegates.

The Olympiad’s official opening 
ceremony took place yesterday at the 
A. Spendiaryan National Academic 
Theater of Opera and Ballet.

As part of today’s event, Qatari stu-
dents will participate in a social pro-
gram, excursions, laboratory safety in-
structions, translation, and discussion 
of practical exams. On Tuesday, there 
will be practical exams (typically 4x1.5 
hours) as well as theoretical exam 
translation and discussion.

During a press conference on Mon-
day, Deputy Minister of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sport of Armenia 
Zhanna Andreasyan said that holding 
such international events in Armenia 
is becoming one of the key directions 
of the government’s policy. “In Sep-
tember Armenia will host the STAR-

MUS festival on science and art. In 
May the European Boxing Champion-
ship was held in Yerevan, next year we 
have plans to host the World Champi-
onship. We also attach importance to 
the holding of the 33rd International 
Biology Olympiad”, she said.

Students must take theoretical and 
practical exams during IBO. The theo-
retical exams consist of 100 tasks that 
are mostly closed-ended (e.g., multi-
ple true-false). These tasks cover all 
areas of biology and require students 
to apply their scientific knowledge in 
order to analyze advanced biological 
phenomena. The Practicals are usu-
ally divided into three or four labo-
ratories. Each Practical’s content do-
mains are announced approximately 
6-12 months before an IBO. Students 
demonstrate biological skills in the lab 
by conducting investigations and ana-
lyzing data.

The International Biology Olym-
piad is the organisation that organizes 
the world’s premier secondary school 
biology competition.

The IBO competition, by bring-
ing together gifted students, chal-
lenges and stimulates these students 
to broaden their talents and advance 
their careers as scientists.

Eid Al-Adha events at Katara engage children and families
QNA
DOHA

EID Al-Adha events offered by the Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation (Katara) to its audience con-
tinued on the second day amid a large mass 
presence of visitors from various nationalities 
and age groups.

Children’s activities ranged from colouring 
workshops, face painting, canvas painting, bal-
loon formation, ceramic painting and cartoon 
character shows.

The diverse and interesting theatrical per-
formances were admired by the children, and 
contained a bouquet of the most beautiful tales 
that mix the show with the shadow puppetry 
saturated with ideas, lessons and benefits, and 
presented with a fun dramatic template and 
graceful performance, that added joy and pleas-
ure in the hearts of the audience, leaving behind 
shadows, colors and a deep impact in the souls.

The entertainment and educational film 
shows presented by the Al Thuraya Planetar-
ium in building (41) in Katara also kicked off 
on Sunday, where the audience was waiting be-
tween five and seven in the evening for a selec-
tion of special shows presented daily until the 
last days of Eid Al-Adha, such as Polaris with 
3D technology, the universe, eight planets on 
the Milky Way, the star show, the astronaut 
with 3D technology, the perfect planet, space 
guards Zola.

Katara beach witnessed a huge turnout of 
swimming enthusiast, water games and sea 
lovers, who spent extraordinary times of pleas-
ure and delight on the beach.

Bisht: An elegant dress 
for men during religious 
and official ceremonies

QNA
DOHA

THE function of a dress is not 
limited to protection from heat 
and cold, but goes well beyond, 
and some clothes remain symbol-
ic and refuse to disappear. Every 
piece of clothing carries the scent 
of the earth and the warmth of 
the social environment, and each 
stitch tells of the skill of the crafts-
man and the development of his 
craft through times and ages.

The ‘Bisht’ comes on top of 
these clothes, which gathers at-
tention, and is worn by Qatari 
and Gulf men during religious 
ceremonies and on national and 
official occasions.

Salma Al-Nuaimi, a research-
er in heritage, said in a statement 
to Qatar News Agency (QNA) that 
the Qatari clothing industry is 
deeply rooted in history, and the 
Qatari Bisht is characterised by 
its softness.

She added: “As for the Bisht 
in Qatar, it was woven from a 
soft pile, where the women spun 
woolen threads very thinly and 
then woven, and the decorative 
ribbon on both sides of the chest 
and neck from the back is set.”

Al-Nuaimi pointed out that 
the fabrics were previously woven 
by hand, so they are not wide and 
do not exceed 110 centimeters in 
width. So, the Bisht is made of 
two pieces, an upper piece and a 
lower piece.

Among those who preserved 
the tradition of Bisht sewing in 
the traditional way inherited from 
father to grandfather is Musa 
Issa Albuhaleqa shop for Bisht in 
Souq Waqif.

Ahmed Musa Albuhaleqa, one 
of the most famous Bisht makers 
in Qatar, said in a statement to 
QNA that the Bisht is the symbol 
of attendance at weddings and 
occasions, as the sons follow their 
fathers in this deed.

He pointed out that the ma-
jority of young people when they 
come to the shop to buy the Bisht 
seek advice in choosing the most 
appropriate one for the occasion 

they intend to attend, such as 
marriage or travel.

He stated that some people 
still have suspicions about the 
colours as they vary according 

to different members of the soci-
ety: the father in his son’s wed-
ding ceremony tries to have the 
colour of his Bisht similar to his 
son, as well as for the father of 
the bride, he is keen on a certain 
colour.

Youssef Musa Albuhaleqa told 
QNA that the Bisht, throughout 
the ages, is the dress of the Ar-
abs and it used to distinguish the 
Arab person.

In addition, both Youssef 
and Ahmed Musa Albuhaleqa re-
vealed that the Bisht is the pride 
of Qatari and Gulf dress, so tour-
ists, both Arabs and foreigners, 
are keen to buy it as a souvenir of 
his visit to the country, and that 
some acquire it in order to pre-
sent it as a gift.

They explained that the Bisht 
needs special attention in order 
to preserve it, especially as it is 
expensive and is kept for a long 
period of time, even 30 years 
and more.


