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EID AL ADHA ACTIVITIES AT KATARA 
CONTINUE TO DRAW HUGE CROWD

Eid Al Adha activities offered by the Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) to visitors continued on 
the second day of the festival, amid a large presence of people from various nationalities and age 
groups. Children’s activities ranged from coloring workshops, face painting, canvas painting, balloon 
formation, ceramic painting, and cartoon character shows. The diverse and interesting theatrical per-
formances were admired by the children, and contained a bouquet of the most beautiful tales that 
mix the show with the shadow puppetry saturated with ideas, lessons and benefits, and presented 
with a fun dramatic template and graceful performance, that added joy and pleasure in the hearts of 
the visitors. (QNA) PAGE 12

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR’S real estate sector 
started 2022 on a positive note 
with rising rental rates in the 
residential, retail and ware-
house sectors, leading region-
al consulting group ValuStrat 
has said in a report.

According to the report, 
country-wide occupancy of the 
residential sector expanded 
to 80 percent, propelled by 
short-long term leases by the 
Supreme Committee for World 
Cup 2022 and a pick-up in de-
mand from companies looking 
for staff accommodation.

Falling vacancy has moti-
vated quarterly growth of 3.3 
percent in the median residen-
tial asking rent to QR9,000 
per month, it said.

“Spike in leasing activity 
and positive expectation as-
sociated with hosting World 
Cup 2022 has increased rents 
and capital values this quar-
ter. Apartments are perform-
ing better compared to villas 
in the rental and sales market. 
Rent and capital values are 
projected to grow throughout 
the year,” the report said.

“We expect the market to 
continue to recover during 
2022. Considering the projec-
tions for macroeconomic and 
microeconomic indicators 
such as GDP, population, hy-
drocarbons performance and 
supply pipeline, the medium-
term outlook for all asset 
classes except offices is opti-
mistic,” the report said.

All sectors except the sig-
nificantly oversupplied office 
segment performed well ahead 

of the World Cup 2022, the re-
port said.

Post FIFA 2022, ValuStrat 
said, “We expect the real estate 
market to adjust to a new tra-
jectory.”

According to the report, 
the average capital value of 
residential property stood at 
QR7,150 per sq m with apart-
ments at QR10,312 per sq m 
and villas QR5,574 per sq m.

Apartments in Lusail expe-

rienced the highest quarterly 
appreciation of 5.3 percent, it 
said.

Capital values of villas in 
Al Dafna and West Bay La-
goon increased by 4 percent 
and 14 percent quarter-on-
quarter respectively. The re-
maining clusters experienced 
no change, or a marginal de-
cline, in sales values.

Housing stock in Qatar 
totalled 308,000 units at the 
end of the first quarter this 
year with the addition of 700 
units during the quarter, it 
said. Projects handed over 
were situated in Lusail (Fox 
Hill) and The Pearl. Approxi-
mately 13,800 units are in the 
pipeline for the remainder of 
this year.

Commenting on the Qa-
tar’s hotel sector, the report 
said that the first quarter add-
ed 500 keys to total hotel stock. 
Approximately 12,000 rooms 
are in the pipeline for 2022. 
Assuming no construction de-
lays, the report said, total sup-
ply might exceed 42,000 keys 
by end of the year.

Qatar’s real estate 
market sees spike 
ahead of World Cup
Country-wide occupancy of the residential sector 
expanded to 80 percent, says ValuStrat report

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
exchanged congratulations 
and blessings with Presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Ebrahim Raisi on the 
occasion of Eid Al Adha, in 
a phone call HH the Amir 
made Sunday.

Amir exchanges 
Eid greetings with 
Iranian president

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent a cable of congratula-
tions to Governor-General 
of the Bahamas Cornelius 
Alvin Smith on the occasion 
of his country’s Independ-
ence Day.

Amir greets 
Bahamas 
governor-general

DJOKOVIC BEATS 
KYRGIOS TO LIFT 
WIMBLEDON  
TITLE

Novak Djokovic came 
from behind for the 
third time in a row to 
claim a fourth straight 
and seventh overall 
Wimbledon title, 4-6, 
6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) 
over Nick Kyrgios on 
Sunday.
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Thundery rain, strong 
wind likely today: QMD
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THERE is a chance of scat-
tered to thundery rain inshore 
on Monday at places at times, 
associated with strong wind, 
the Qatar Meteorology De-
partment (QMD) has said.

The forecast for offshore 
is also scattered to thundery 
rain at places at times, asso-

ciated with strong wind and 
high sea. 

“Partly cloudy to cloudy 
weather with a chance of rain 
at places by late night, marine 
warning of thundery rain for 
tomorrow,” the QMD said in 
a tweet.

Inshore, the wind will be 
mainly northeasterly — south-
easterly (8-18kt), gusting to 
30kt at places during thundery 

rain. Offshore, the wind will be 
easterly — southeasterly (8-
18kt), gusting to 30kt at places 
during thundery rain. 

The maximum tempera-
ture is expected to be in the 
35C-41C range, and the mini-
mum in the 29C-33C range.

On Sunday, the maximum 
temperature was in the 35C-
44C range and the minimum 
in the 30C-35C range.

REALTY  
SECTOR
● Spike in leasing activity 
and positive expectation 
associated with hosting the 
World Cup 2022 has 
increased rents and capital 
values this quarter

● Apartments are 
performing better compared 
to villas in the rental and 
sales market. Rent and 
capital values are projected 
to grow throughout the year

Two bar shootings leave 
19 dead in South Africa

AGENCIES
JOHANNESBURG 

TWO bar shootings, one in a township 
close to Johannesburg and another in 
eastern South Africa, have left 19 peo-
ple dead, police said.

In Soweto, 15 people on a night out 
were killed on Sunday when assailants 
drew up in a minibus taxi and began 
randomly firing at bar patrons.

In the eastern city of Pietermaritz-
burg, four people were killed and eight 
wounded during a shootout in a bar 
after two men fired discriminately at 
customers.

Police sources said it was too early 
to say if the assaults were in some way 
connected but observed their similarity.

In Soweto, Johannesburg’s largest 
township to the southwest of South 
Africa’s economic capital, police were 
called to the scene shortly after mid-
night.

“We were called in the early hours 
of the morning, around 12:30 am 
[22:30 GMT],” said police lieutenant 
Elias Mawela.

According to local police officer 
Nonhlanhla Kubheka, twelve peo-
ple were already dead with gunshot 
wounds when police arrived at the 
scene. PAGE 3

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has expressed its strong con-
demnation and denunciation of the 
shooting incident which took place 
in the suburb of Soweto in the city of 
Johannesburg in South Africa and led 
to deaths and injuries. In a statement 
on Sunday, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs affirmed Qatar’s firm posi-
tion on the rejection of violence and 
terrorism, regardless of the motives 
and reasons. The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s condolences to the families 
of the victims, and to the government 
and people of South Africa.

Qatar condemns 
shooting incident

DPA
COLOMBO 

Several Sri Lankan government ministers 
resigned on Sunday, just hours after the 
country’s president and prime minister of-
fered to step down to appease protesters an-
gry at their handling of an economic crisis.

At least four Cabinet ministers handed 
in their resignations and several others due 
to follow suit, a government official said 
without specifying the names of those in 
question.

Hundreds of protesters continued to oc-
cupy the president’s official residence, his 
office and the prime minister’s office in the 
capital, Colombo.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 
private residence in Colombo was burned 
down on Saturday and three suspects have 
been arrested, police said.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa informed 
the country’s parliamentary speaker that he 
would be stepping down on July 13, while 
the prime minister offered to resign, but 
failed to give a date. PAGE 3

Sri Lankan ministers 
resign as political 
crisis intensifies

Continued on page 2 

AT least 15 people have 
been killed and about 20 
more are feared buried under 
rubble after Russian rockets 
struck an apartment block in 
Chasiv Yar, a town in eastern 
Ukraine, officials say. Five 
victims have been brought 
out alive. Chasiv Yar is near 
the city of Kramatorsk, in 
Donetsk region. PAGE 5

Russian rockets 
kill 15 in Ukraine’s 
Donetsk region
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Amir sends condolences to Saudi king
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent a cable of condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia on the death of HRH Prince Turki bin Saud bin 
Turki bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on Sunday.

Amir sends greetings to governor-gener-
al of the Bahamas
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani sent 
a cable of congratulations to Governor-General of the Bahamas 
Cornelius Alvin Smith, on the occasion of his country’s inde-
pendence day on Sunday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to 
governor-general of the Bahamas
DEPUTY Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Governor-General of 
the Bahamas HE Cornelius Alvin Smith, on the occasion of his 
country’s independence day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al-
Thani sent a cable of condolences to the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia on the death of HRH Prince Turki bin Saud 
bin Turki bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud on Sunday. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent on Sunday a cable of 
condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
on the death of HRH Prince Turki bin Saud bin Turki bin Saud 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. (QNA)

PM sends cable of greetings to Bahamas 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable of congratulations 
to Prime Minister of the Bahamas Philip Edward Davis, on 
the occasion of his country’s independence day on Sunday. 
(QNA)

Quick read Qatar’s Population Policy an 
ongoing project: Dr Al-Nabit

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS Qatar joined countries to 
mark World Population Day, 
Dr Saleh bin Mohammed Al-
Nabit, president of the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority 
and chairman of the Perma-
nent Population Committee, 
has stressed that Qatar’s pop-
ulation policy is an ongoing 
project that is subject to revi-
sion and reformulation in view 
of the rapid changes and the 
ambitious development plans 
witnessed by the State.

Qatar, like other countries, 
marks World Population Day 
in response to the recom-
mendation of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), which approved in 
1989 that 11th July each year 

be observed by the interna-
tional community as World 
Population Day. 

This annual event aims to 
raise awareness of population-
related issues and to focus at-
tention on the urgency and 
importance of such issues in 
the context of comprehensive 
development plans and pro-
grammes, and the need to find 
solutions to such issues.

Dr Al-Nabit also pointed 
out that the fundamental goal 
of Qatar’s Population Policy is 
to “balance population growth 
with the requirements of sus-
tainable development so as 
to ensure a decent life for the 
people of Qatar, enhance their 
abilities, broaden their options 
and raise their participation in 
the progress and eminence of 
Qatari society.” 

To this end, a number of 

axes were adopted, each of 
which has a main goal or goals 
that represent the target that 
the Population Policy aspires 
to reach by the end of the peri-
od specified for its implemen-
tation (2030), and sub-goals 
that contribute to achieving 
the main goal of each axis.

Qatar’s interest in popu-
lation issues stems from its 
nonstop project and approach 
to building an advanced soci-
ety based on the principle of 
respect for human rights and 
continuous improvement of 
the standard of living of its 
residents, both citizens and 
residents. Such interest was 
reflected in Qatar National 

Vision (QNV) 2030 that was 
issued in 2008, which calls 
for the “development of all 
Qatar’s people to enable them 
to sustain a prosperous soci-
ety.” QNV 2030 provided the 
general framework for the 
development of successive 
national development strate-
gies and formed the basis for 
the Population Policy that 
aimed to bring about quanti-
tative and qualitative change 
in population variables and 
related issues, through a set 
of operational plans and pro-
grammes.

The President of the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority 
and Chairman of the Perma-
nent Population Committee, 
pointed out that the funda-
mental goal of Qatar’s Popu-
lation Policy is to “balance 
population growth with the 
requirements of sustainable 
development so as to ensure 
a decent life for the people of 
Qatar, enhance their abilities, 
broaden their options and 

raise their participation in 
the progress and eminence of 
Qatari society.” To this end, a 
number of axes were adopt-
ed, each of which has a main 
goal or goals that represent 
the target that the Population 
Policy aspires to reach by the 
end of the period specified for 
its implementation (2030), 
and sub-goals that contribute 
to achieving the main goal of 
each axis.

Thus, Qatar’s Popula-
tion Policy seeks to map out 
the demographic features 
of tomorrow’s Qatar in light 
of an ambitious develop-
ment agenda for the political 
developments the world is 
witnessing. Moreover, it fo-
cuses on managing the rapid 
population growth rates and 
addressing its repercussions, 
including the consequences of 
the demographic imbalance. 
Perhaps, the most prominent 
mechanism of this is the grad-
ual but steady trend towards a 
knowledge-based economy.

Qatar commemorates World  
Population Day 2022 today

HGH ED receives 250 cases
on second day of Eid Al-Adha

CATHERINE W GICHUKI 
DOHA 

HAMAD Medical Corpora-
tion’s (HMC) Hamad General 
Hospital Emergency Depart-
ment (HGH ED) received 250 
cases from 6am to 6pm on 
Sunday, the second day of Eid 
Al-Adha festivities. 

Of the total cases, there 
were 113 females and 137 
males. A majority of those who 
visited the ED complained of 
abdominal pain, nausea, and 
vomiting. Furthermore, from 
5am to 5pm on Sunday, the 
HMC Ambulance Service re-
ceived as many as 270 calls. 
There were 230 medical inci-
dents, 40 trauma incidents, 
and six road traffic accidents.

LifeFlight, the air ambu-
lance service, transported 
three of the cases.On a dif-
ferent note, on the first day 
of Eid Al Adha festivities on 
Saturday, Paediatric Emer-
gency Centres (PECs) across 
the country received a total of 

952 cases.
PEC Al Sadd had 548 pa-

tients, PEC Al Rayaan had 
239, PEC Airport had 93, and 
PEC Al Daayen had 72.

The majority of cases seen 
in Paediatric Emergency Cent-
ers were diagnosed as gastro-
enteritis and upper respiratory 
infection.

Meanwhile, Dr. Rana Ab-
dulla El Sayed, the Emergency 
Department’s Vice Chairman 
and Senior Consultant, stated 
that all of the cases on Saturday 
were minor. When asked how 
to avoid gastroenteritis, she 
said, “Avoid too much meat, 
sweets, and drink plenty of flu-
ids, and try to avoid junk food 
as much as possible. Drinking 
too much tea and coffee can 
result in dehydration later.”

The Emergency Depart-
ment provides initial treat-
ment to patients with a broad 
spectrum of illnesses and in-
juries, some of which may be 
life-threatening and require 
immediate attention.

Ministry of Culture holds 
a slew of events in July

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Culture has 
announced that a slew of 
events will be held at its affili-
ated centers throughout July, 
including the Music Affairs 
Center, the Qatar Social and 
Cultural Center for the Blind, 

and the Qatari Forum for Au-
thors.

During Eid Al-Adha, the 
Qatari Forum for Authors will 
present cultural activities, in-
cluding a book council, and 
will run until July 17. The Mu-
sic Affairs Center hosted the 
event ‘Music is the language of 
rice peoples.’

315,831 people
arrived in Qatar 
in 1Q  of 2022

QATAR removed most trav-
el restrictions leading to a 
total of 315,831 foreign ar-
rivals during the first quar-
ter of 2022, increasing by 
691 percent as compared to 
the first quarter of 2021. 

However, average occu-
pancy was 58 percent, down 
by 5 year year-on-year. On 
the other hand, the Aver-
age Daily Rate (ADR) stood 
at QR459 and continued to 
grow, rising by 14 percent 
over one year.

ADR and occupancy are 
projected to expand sub-
stantially during the second 
half of 2022, when Qatar is 
hosting the FIFA World Cup 
2022. Government of Qatar 
has announced that 1.5 mil-
lion visitors are projected 
to attend the sporting event 
and 130,000 rooms will be 
available to host them, the 
report said.

Al-Rayyan Municipality organises entertainment events at Mall of Qatar
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AL Rayyan Municipality, in 
collaboration with Mall of 
Qatar, organised a variety 
of public and children’s en-
tertainment activities at the 
Mall of Qatar theater. 

The activities will con-
tinue from 3 pm to 4:30 pm 
on all three days of Eid Al-
Adha. This year, Al-Rayyan 
Municipality adopted the 
slogan “And keep a smile on 
your faces” for its celebra-
tions. Children’s competi-
tions, the distribution of 
gifts and prizes, and enter-
tainment shows were among 
the events. 

These events reflect Al 
Rayyan Municipality’s de-
sire to broaden its public-
facing activities. 

The municipality wants 
to familiarise the public, 
especially children, with its 
efforts in various fields by 
focusing on organizing such 
events.

Jaber Hassan Al Jaber, 
Director of Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipality, stated on this oc-
casion that the municipal-
ity is eager to organise such 
recreational activities for 
children in collaboration 
with a number of relevant 
authorities, with the goal of 
diversifying the places and 
entertainment areas, as part 
of the municipality’s efforts 

to provide all services to the 
public in the city.

Meanwhile, on the first 
day of Eid Al-Fitr, Al-Rayy-
an Municipality organised a 
number of special activities 
for children. After the Eid 
al-Adha prayer, gifts were 
distributed to children in 
the Eid prayer hall in the Al-
Sailiya area within the mu-
nicipality’s

Continued from page 1 

Indian body holds blood donation camp
A mega blood donation camp was 
organised by the Andhra Kala 
Vedika (AKV), Qatar at Hamad 
Medical Corporation Blood Do-
nor Centre on July 1, to celebrate 
India’s Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav. HMC blood donor unit co-
ordinators conveyed their special 
appreciation to AKV, Qatar for 
arranging such a large blood do-
nation event and issued a certifi-
cate of appreciation to AKV.

Indian Cultural Centre (ICC) 
Vice President Subramanya 
Hebbagelu, General Secretary 
Krishna Kumar, Advisory Coun-
cil Chairman K S Prasad and 
Indian Community Benevolent 
Forum (ICBF) Medical Camps & 
Medical Assistance head Rajani 
Murthy joined the camp and ap-
preciated the AKV MC team for 

organising an event for such a 
noble cause. Andhra Kala Vedika 
President Venkappa Bhagavatula 
noted that despite many a hurdle 
their team organised this mega 
blood donation camp. 

The event drew an over-
whelming response from the 
entire Telugu community and 
more than 100 donors registered 
and donated blood. Bhagavatula 
conveyed his heartfelt thanks to 
all the donors and supporters for 
the massive success of the event. 
He made special mention of the 
Navayuga resident director Ravi 
Kishore for making this event 
possible. He also thanked the vol-
unteers who supported the event. 

A certificate of appreciation 
was issued to all the donors and 
refreshments were served to all. 



News 
in brief

TOKYO: The man accused of killing Japan’s former prime minister Shinzo Abe has told police he 
had attempted to make a bomb, investigative sources said Sunday.

The 41-year-old Japanese man, who allegedly shot Abe from behind with a home-made 
gun at close range during an election campaign speech, told police he had also made multiple 
guns, Japanese news agency Kyodo reported. Police searched his home in the western city of 
Nara, confiscating guns similar to the one found at the scene after Abe was shot Friday, Kyodo 
reported. The accused said after his arrest that he had acted out of hatred for a religious group 
that supported Abe, reports said. (DPA)

Abe assassin wanted to build bomb, says report
SEOUL: North Korea’s military appears to have fired artillery shells from a rocket launcher, the South 
Korea General Staff said on Sunday.

The armed forces tracked trajectories of the projectiles that were thought to be missiles from an 
artillery rocket systems, the staff said. North Korea’s ballistic missile tests have increased tensions 
in the region since the start of the year. UN resolutions prohibit North Korea from testing missiles ca-
pable of delivering nuclear weapons. Pyongyang is subject to tough international sanctions because 
of its nuclear weapons programme. However, the US and South Korea also fear that North Korea 
could carry out a new nuclear weapons test at any time. (DPA)

North may have launched missiles from artillery system: Seoul

AGENCIES 

RESIDENTS of Syria’s rebel-
held northwest may lose ac-
cess to critical aid within weeks 
if the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) does not ex-
tend the authorisation for 
cross-border deliveries, which 
expires on Sunday, officials 
said.

The last aid deliveries from 
Turkey to Syrians in the rebel-
held northwest took place on 
Friday, after the UNSC failed 
to extend humanitarian aid for 
another year by way of a Rus-
sian veto.

Without an agreement, the 
aid deliveries stopped two days 
before Sunday’s expiration of 
the UNSC’s current one-year 
mandate for deliveries through 
the Bab al-Hawa border cross-
ing from Turkey to northwest 
Idlib.

The decision is likely to 
affect more than four million 
citizens, according to Mazen 
Allouche, the crossing’s media 
office manager.

“It’s a prelude to a com-
plete and uncontrollable fam-

ine,” said Allouche from his 
office.

Refugees will nearly imme-
diately suffer the consequenc-
es of this vote.

“Russia pushed us to tents, 
to hunger, thirst, and heat. And 
now they want to deny us the 
food aid basket that barely sus-
tains us for half of the month,” 
said Zahra Alrahmoon, a resi-
dent of the Ahl al-Tah camp 
in Idlib province for internally 
displaced Syrians.

International aid groups 
urged the UNSC to reach an 

agreement before the July 10 
deadline warning that the Rus-
sian veto will harm millions of 
people in urgent need of assis-
tance.

Russia, a close ally of Syr-
ia’s government, has repeat-
edly called for stepped-up 
humanitarian aid deliveries 
to the northwest from within 
Syria, across conflict lines.

This would give President 
Bashar al-Assad’s government 
more control.

More than 4,600 aid 
trucks, carrying mostly food, 

have crossed Bab al-Hawa so 
far this year, helping some 2.4 
million people, according to 
the UN’s Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA).

“If aid deliveries are di-
verted through regime [areas] 
then we will effectively be be-
sieged,” said Abu Mohammad, 
a displaced Syrian living in a 
camp in northern Idlib. “They 
want to starve us and bring 
us down to our knees,” the 
45-year-old father of four told 
the AFP news agency.

The Bab al-Hawa crossing 
was closed for a second consec-
utive day on Sunday due to the 
Muslim festival Eid al-Adha. 
When it reopens on Wednes-
day, it will continue to allow ci-
vilians and non-UN relief con-
voys to cross, including those 
sent by Turkish aid groups and 
other international aid organi-
sations, Allouch said.

But senior UN officials and 
relief workers have repeatedly 
stressed that such aid deliver-
ies cannot substitute the scope 
and scale of UN cross-border 
operations.

Japan’s ruling coalition set to win 
upper house elections: Exit polls

DPA 
TOKYO 

JAPANESE voters appeared 
to have confirmed the govern-
ment’s power in elections to 
the upper house of parliament 
on Sunday, with the country 
still reeling from the assassina-
tion of its long-serving former 
prime minister, Shinzo Abe.

The ruling coalition under 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
looks set to have won the elec-
tions, according to local media, 
citing exit polls.

Pre-election polling sug-
gested that Abe’s Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) under 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 
together with its smaller coali-
tion partner Komeito, could 
expect a clear victory.

They hold a majority in the 
second chamber of parliament, 
as they do in the more power-
ful lower house.

The election comes just 
two days after Abe was gunned 
down during an election rally.

The 41-year-old man ac-
cused of the killing just two 
days before the election, has 
told police he had attempted 
to make a bomb, investigative 

sources said Sunday.
Police searched his home 

in the western city of Nara, 
confiscating guns similar to 
the one found at the scene af-
ter Abe was shot Friday, Kyodo 
reported.

The accused, who is report-
ed to have served in the Japa-
nese navy but is currently un-
employed, said after his arrest 
that he had acted out of hatred 
for a religious group that sup-
ported Abe, reports said.

A clear victory would 
strengthen Kishida’s hold 

on power at a time when Ja-
pan’s economic recovery from 
the coronavirus pandemic is 
threatened by rising energy 
and food prices.

In light of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and China’s quest 
for power, his party has called 
for a sharp increase in military 
spending.

Japanese police sharply 
increased their presence after 
the assassination, unlike in the 
past when politicians were in 
close contact with the elector-
ate when campaigning.

AGENCIES 

SRI Lanka’s president and 
prime minister agreed to resign 
Saturday after the country’s 
most chaotic day in months 
of political turmoil, with pro-
testers storming both officials’ 
homes and setting fire to one of 
the buildings in a rage over the 
nation’s severe economic crisis.

Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said he will leave 
office once a new government 
is in place, and hours later the 
speaker of Parliament said 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
would step down Wednesday. 
Pressure on both men grew 
as the economic meltdown set 
off acute shortages of essential 
items, leaving people strug-
gling to buy food, fuel and oth-
er necessities.

Police had attempted to 
thwart promised protests with 
a curfew, then lifted it as law-
yers and opposition politicians 
denounced it as illegal. Thou-
sands of protesters entered 
the capital, Colombo, and 
swarmed into Rajapaksa’s for-
tified residence. 

Video images showed ju-
bilant crowds splashing in the 
garden pool, lying on beds and 
using their cellphone cameras 
to capture the moment. Some 
made tea, while others issued 
statements from a conference 
room demanding that the pres-
ident and prime minister go.

It was not clear if Raja-

paksa was there at the time, 
and government spokesman 
Mohan Samaranayake said he 
had no information about the 
president’s movements.

Protesters later broke into 
the prime minister’s private 
residence and set it on fire, 
Wickremesinghe’s office said. 
It wasn’t immediately clear if 
he was there when the incur-
sion happened.

Earlier, police fired tear 

gas at protesters who gathered 
in the streets to march on the 
presidential residence, wav-
ing flags, banging drums and 
chanting slogans. In all, more 
than 30 people were hurt in 
Saturday’s chaos.

Speaker Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena said in a tel-
evised statement that he in-
formed Rajapaksa that parlia-
mentary leaders had met and 
decided to request he leave of-

fice, and the president agreed. 
However, Rajapaksa will re-
main temporarily to ensure 
a smooth transfer of power, 
Abeywardena added.

“He asked me to inform the 
country that he will make his 
resignation on Wednesday the 
13th, because there is a need to 
hand over power peacefully,” 
Abeywardena said.

“Therefore there is no need 
for further disturbances in the 

country, and I urge everyone 
for the sake of the country to 
maintain peace to enable a 
smooth transition,” the speak-
er continued.

Opposition lawmaker Rauff 
Hakeem said a consensus was 
reached for the speaker of Par-
liament to take over as tempo-
rary president and work on an 
interim government.

Wickremesinghe an-
nounced his own impending 

resignation but said he would 
not step down until a new gov-
ernment is formed, angering 
protesters who demanded his 
immediate departure.

“Today in this country we 
have a fuel crisis, a food short-
age, we have the head of the 
World Food Program coming 
here and we have several mat-
ters to discuss with the IMF,” 
Wickremesinghe said. 

“Therefore, if this govern-
ment leaves there should be 
another government.” Wick-
remesinghe said he suggested 
to the president to have an all-
party government, but did not 
say anything about Rajapaksa’s 
whereabouts. Opposition par-
ties were discussing the forma-
tion of a new government.

Rajapaksa appointed Wick-
remesinghe as prime minister 
in May in the hope that the 
career politician would use his 
diplomacy and contacts to re-
suscitate a collapsed economy. 
But people’s patience wore thin 
as shortages of fuel, medicine 
and cooking gas only increased 
and oil reserves ran dry. Au-
thorities have also temporarily 
shuttered schools.

The country is relying on 
aid from India and other na-
tions as leaders try to negotiate 
a bailout with the International 
Monetary Fund. Wickremesin-
ghe said recently that negotia-
tions with the IMF were com-
plex because Sri Lanka was 
now a bankrupt state.

Sri Lanka announced in 
April that it was suspending 
repayment of foreign loans due 
to a foreign currency shortage. 
Its total foreign debt amounts 
to $51 billion, of which it must 
repay $28 billion by the end of 
2027.

Months of demonstrations 
have all but dismantled the 
Rajapaksa political dynasty, 
which has ruled Sri Lanka for 
most of the past two decades 
but is accused by protesters 
of mismanagement and cor-
ruption. The president’s older 
brother resigned as prime min-
ister in May after violent pro-
tests saw him seek safety at a 
naval base.

With fuel costs making oth-
er forms of travel impossible 
for many, protesters crowded 
onto buses and trains Saturday 
to get to the capital, while oth-
ers made their way on bicycles 
and on foot. 

At the president’s seaside 
office, security personnel tried 
in vain to stop protesters who 
pushed through fences to run 
across the lawns and inside the 
colonial-era building.

At least 34 people includ-
ing two police officers were 
hurt in scuffles. Two were in 
critical condition, while others 
sustained minor injuries, ac-
cording to an official at the Co-
lombo National Hospital who 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity as he was not authorized to 
talk to the media.

AGENCIES 

AT least 15 people have been 
shot dead in a bar in the South 
African township of Soweto, 
police say.

Police saaid gunmen en-
tered the Orlando East tavern 
in the early hours of Sunday 
morning and started firing 
randomly at a group of young 
people.

They then fled the scene 
in a white minibus. No motive 
for the attack has been estab-

lished, police said.
Several more people are in 

a critical condition in hospital.
The victims are believed to 

be between 19 and 35 years old.
“Bodies were on top of 

each other with blood all over. 
We were looking for our loved 
ones, we had to jump over bod-
ies looking for our brothers,” 
said local resident Ntombikay-
ise Meji.

Gauteng province’s head of 
police, Lt-Gen Elias Mawela, 
told the BBC the shooting ap-

pears to have been “a cold-
blooded attack on innocent 
tavern patrons”.

A press statement released 
by his office said the gunmen 
had been armed with rifles and 
9mm pistols when they entered 
the bar. Police are searching for 
the suspects, whose identities 
remain unknown, it said.

Thaban Moloi, a commu-
nity leader in Soweto, was an-
gered by the amount of time 
it took police to arrive at the 
scene. “It’s terrible, I’m telling 

you. People don’t know what to 
do. If you were there you could 
see women and children cry-
ing,” he said.

Moloi said the attack hap-
pened at 23:00 local time 
(21:00 GMT) on Saturday but 
police didn’t arrive until 04:00 
on Sunday.

“It took five hours for them 
to come, honestly,” he said.

Four other people were 
killed in a separate tavern 
shooting in the south-eastern 
province of KwaZulu-Natal, 

police said on Sunday.
President Cyril Ramaphosa 

expressed his condolences to 
the relatives of victims of both 
shootings.

Shootings are not uncom-
mon in South Africa. They 
are often linked to gangs or  
alcohol. But this is an excep-
tionally high death toll and 
comes soon after the death of 
21 teenagers thought to have 
been either gassed or poisoned 
at another bar in the city of 
East London.

South Africa: Fifteen shot dead in Soweto township bar

Concerns over UN aid delivery amid 
fears Syria border crossing may close

Sri Lankan president, PM agree to 
resign after tumultuous protests

People crowd inside the Sri Lanka’s presidential palace, in Colombo on Sunday. (AFP)

 A relative of one of the 14 victims shot dead in a tavern in Soweto 
reacts next to the crime scene in Soweto on Sunday. (AFP)

Children take a donkey ride past a destroyed building in the Syrian 
town of Binnish in Idlib, on Saturday. (AFP)

Japan’s Prime Minister and the President of the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) Fumio Kishida in Tokyo on Sunday. (AFP)

ECONOMIC UNREST CONTINUES
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DaviD Brooks

I 
will never get over the fact that our society 
seems to produce a steady stream of young men 
who think it is heroic to murder innocent peo-
ple. i read their histories. i look at the social sci-
ence research. i’ve tried to understand the typi-

cal pathway they take to get to their evil behaviour.
The common thing to say about mass shooters 

is that they have mental health issues, but that’s of-
ten misleading. This has been studied in a variety of 
ways. A majority of mass shooters do not have diag-
nosed mental illness. it’s mostly the circumstances 
that drive them to do what they do, not an underly-
ing disease.

The more accurate place to start is with some-
thing George Bernard Shaw wrote many years ago: 
“The worst sin towards our fellow creatures is not to 
hate them, but to be indifferent to them: That’s the 
essence of inhumanity.”

These young men are frequently ghosts. They 
often experience early childhood trauma, like abuse 
or extreme bullying. in school no one knows them. 
Boys and girls turn their backs on them. later, 
when journalists interview their teachers or neigh-
bors, they are remembered as withdrawn and re-
mote. These young men often have no social skills. 
why doesn’t anybody like me? As one researcher 
put it, they are not necessarily loners; they are failed 
joiners.

They harden into their solitude. As one ac-
quaintance of a mass shooter told GQ magazine: 
“He was quiet, uncomfortably quiet, strangely qui-
et. i mean really strange.” Humans only realize how 
much they crave the recognition of the world when 
that recognition is withheld, and when it is, they 
crawl inward.

The stressors build up: bad at school, bad at 
work, humiliating encounters with others. it feels 
shameful to be so unworthy of human attention. 
we see ourselves as others see us, and when no one 
sees us, our sense of self disintegrates. They are ill-
equipped to deal with their pain.

Many contemplate suicide. This is a key point. 
Mass murder is often a form of suicide and can be 
treated as akin to suicide. in their despair many 
seem to have what almost amounts to an identity 
crisis. is it my fault or is it the world’s fault? Am i a 
loser, or are they losers?

And here’s where victimhood turns into villainy. 
The ones who become mass shooters decide they 
are Superman, and it is the world that is full of ants. 
They decide to kill themselves in a way that will self-
ishly give them what they crave most: to be known, 
to be recognized, to be famous.

They craft a narrative in which they are the 
hero. The world is evil, and they will stand up to 
the world. Or the world is in catastrophic danger. 
The Blacks/Jews/women are destroying us, and 

they will strike back. These internet-fueled narra-
tives have an arousing power. They make them feel 
righteous, strong and significant. People whose 
lives are dissolving into chaos will grasp any black-
and-white story that provides order and purpose.

The guns seem to have some sort of psychologi-
cal effect, too. For people who have felt impotent 
all their lives, the guns seem to provide an almost 
narcotic sense of power. Perhaps it is the pleasure 
they feel posing with their guns that pushes some 
of them over the edge. The guns are like serpents in 
the trees, whispering to them.

By this point their image of ideal human rela-
tionships is diseased. it is not friend-friend. it is 
star-fan. The only form of human companionship 
they can envision is themselves broadcast on a 
screen and the faceless crowds watching and re-
posting.

They begin plotting their rampage. it is a the-
atrical performance. They want it to be as public 
and spectacular as possible. Many are not secre-
tive about this. They tell people. They post videos. 
They count themselves members of the brother-
hood of killers and wallow in delusions of grandeur. 
But even at the last minute, especially among the 
younger ones, there’s often a last-minute cry for 

help. They want somebody to tell them, You don’t 
have to do this.

The most affecting article i read while research-
ing this column was written by Tom Junod in Es-
quire in 2014. He interviewed a young man who 
prosecutors said set out to commit a mass shooting 
but was caught before he was able to get started. 
(The man pleaded guilty to carjacking and served 
time for it.)

when he got out of prison, he looked at his old 
high school yearbook and was shocked. Fellow stu-
dents had signed it, offering to get together over the 
summer. People were reaching out, but he had been 
too self-involved to see.

On the day he set out armed with guns, ammu-
nition and machete, he didn’t want to do it. it was 
like some painful duty. He told Junod: “i wanted at-
tention. if someone would have come up to me and 
said, ‘You don’t have to do this, you don’t have to 
have this strange strength, we accept you,’ i would 
have broken down and given up.”

These things are evil, but not inevitable.

(David Brooks is a columnist for The 
New York Times, where this piece original-
ly appeared.) 
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Why Mass Shooters Do 
The Evil They Do

A majority of mass shooters do not have diagnosed mental illness. It’s mostly the circumstances 
that drive them to do what they do, not an underlying disease
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T
HE baby formula shortage continues 
to frustrate parents who are still pay-
ing significantly more for the product 
— if they’re able to find it on grocery 
store shelves at all. while President 

Joe Biden initiated Operation Fly Formula 
to ship in formula from other countries 
more than a month ago, a factory at the 
center of the crisis was shut down again re-
cently due to flooding, causing the supply 
of formula to plummet once again.

Over the past few months, social media 
has exploded with posts suggesting that the 
shortage might spur reluctant parents to 
embrace breastfeeding. But this advice fails 
to acknowledge that breastfeeding without 
supplementing with formula is not an op-
tion available to everyone. Many workplac-
es lack sufficient accommodations for nurs-
ing employees who need more accessible 
spaces for pumping breast milk and a more 
flexible break time.

in 2010, the Fair labor Standards Act 
(FlSA) added a provision that requires 
organizations to provide a private place — 
other than a bathroom — for lactating em-
ployees to pump breast milk and to allow 

them reasonable break time. My research 
on workplace accommodations for breast-
feeding employees, however, demonstrates 
that these regulations are not wide reaching 
enough.

Many workers are not covered by this 
law because they are salaried employees 
or fall into other exempted categories. My 
daughter’s first-grade teacher, for example, 
worked hard to combine breastfeeding and 
returning to the classroom after her ma-
ternity leave. But she was not covered by 
this federal law, as many employees are ex-
empted under the FlSA.

Although many states have laws about 
workplace lactation accommodations that 
are more inclusive than the federal legisla-
tion, employers are excused from comply-
ing if the accommodations create a “hard-
ship” for the organization, which further 
highlights breastfeeding employees’ lack of 
bodily autonomy.

Moreover, among the workplaces that 
do try to accommodate breastfeeding par-
ents — and most do try, at least officially — 
many organizations’ efforts still fall short.

Breastfeeding employees need both 
adequate time and accessible, private and 
clean spaces to express milk. They also 

need sufficient time to travel to that place, 
assemble pumping apparatus and relax suf-
ficiently so their bodies can release milk.

Some employers’ accommodations are 

makeshift spaces in dirty storerooms. Oth-
ers’ might be welcoming lactation lounges 
that are located far from work spaces, ne-
cessitating travel to and from the lactation 

room with little break time remaining to ac-
tually pump. workers might have outdoor 
or traveling jobs — think of that person you 
passed on your way to work engaged in a 
city road repair.

For all of these reasons, many breast-
feeding parents cannot feed their children 
without partially supplementing with for-
mula. Both society and the workplace are 
structured to place nearly all responsibility 
of parenting on individuals with little sup-
port in making their parenting manageable.

As the FDA, formula makers and oth-
ers mobilize to tackle the current formula 
shortage, these efforts should be tied to 
creating more supportive workplaces. Crit-
ics who chastise formula-using parents for 
reliance on non-breast milk should instead 
look more closely at the reasons why for-
mula is often necessary for many working 
parents.

(Dr Elizabeth A. Hoffmann is a 
sociology professor at Purdue Uni-
versity. Her latest book, “Lactation 
at Work,” addresses lactation ac-
commodations and the strategies 
breastfeeding employees and man-
agement use. )

THERE is nothing as repul-
sively but thoroughly Amer-
ican as a deadly mass shoot-

ing with a high-powered rifle 
at a joyous parade celebrating 
the nation’s independence.

The Fourth of July shooter 
in the suburban illinois city 
of Highland Park, north of 
Chicago, picked off what at 
last count were more than 50 
people, killing at least seven. 
He reportedly did it with a 
lawfully purchased AR-15-
style weapon, the kind of gun 
a federal judge in California 
a year ago described approv-
ingly as “a perfect combina-
tion of home defense weapon 
and homeland defense equip-
ment,” in much the same way 
as a Swiss army knife is good 
“for both home and battle.” 
The judge’s ruling was, thank-
fully, overturned by an appeals 
court.

it is a fact that the US is 
armed for battle and that the 
homeland is threatened, but 
the assailant is neither an 
abusive king nor a foreign en-
emy. Americans have taken up 
weapons of war against their 
neighbors. we have become 
our most deadly enemies, 
turning our own Constitu-
tion — or rather, particular 
interpretations of it — into a 
weapon to undermine the very 
things it was meant to protect, 
including (in the words of the 
2nd Amendment) the security 
of a free state.

The result is that we will 
never again hear the bang of 
Fourth of July fireworks with-
out a jolt of fear that the sound 
might actually be gunshots 
fired from a rooftop. weapons 
of war have made us similarly 
insecure and unfree at grocery 
stores, as in Buffalo, N.Y., less 

than six weeks ago, or elemen-
tary schools as in Uvalde, Tex-
as, even more recently, or at 
festivals, nightclubs, churches, 
synagogues, college campuses 
and everywhere else.

This string of mass shoot-
ings is America’s parade of 
horribles — not merely the 
multiple hate killings that 
target people for their race, 
religion or sex, or the more 
mystifying killings committed 
by people with no obvious mo-
tive other than rage, but what 
comes after. Thoughts and 
prayers, reprimands and tears, 
and utter failure to limit access 
to weapons of war.

This can hardly be what 
the framers had in mind when 
they sought to protect the right 
of the people to form well-reg-
ulated militias for the com-
mon defense.

Sadly, it is not merely sem-
iautomatic weapons that we 
have turned on each other, or 
planned mass shootings that 
are killing us. independence 
Day was observed from coast 
to coast with shootings, many 
committed with handguns 
of the sort that the Supreme 
Court recently ruled cannot be 
broadly restricted outside the 
home. There were Fourth of 
July shootings at or near holi-
day celebrations in los Ange-
les; Sacramento; Galt, Calif.; 
New York; Kansas City, Mo.; 
Richmond, Va.; Haltom City, 
Texas; Kenosha, wis.; indi-
anapolis; Minneapolis; Phila-
delphia; and probably other 
towns and cities as well.

More than foreign rockets’ 
red glare or bombs bursting in 
air, it is American guns, and 
the national paralysis to de-
fend against them, that threat-
en the nation.

Mass Shootings Are 
America’s Parade 

Of Horribles

Robert “Bobby” E. Crimo III, 21, who is charged with seven counts first-degree murder, appears at his bond hearing 
via video on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at Lake County Circuit Court in Waukegan.

Formula Shortage Exposes Lack Of 
Breastfeeding Support
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FiFteen bodies have been 
recovered from the rubble 
of a block of flats struck by a 
Russian missile in the town 
of Chasiv Yar in the eastern 
Donetsk region, Ukrainian au-
thorities reported on Sunday.

Five others had been 
dragged alive from the wrecked 
building, the head of the res-
cue services said on Facebook, 
while contact had been made 
with three others still trapped.

Donetsk Governor Pavlo 
Kyrylenko earlier tweeted that 
“at least three dozen people” 
were still in the ruined five-sto-
rey block, which was hit by Ura-
gan missiles late on Saturday.

Kyrylenko said that two en-
trances to the block had been 
completely destroyed. Rescue 
work was continuing.

the reports could not be in-
dependently verified.

On Saturday, the Russian 
Defence Ministry reported that 
its forces had attacked Chasiv 
Yar. Russia insists its attacks do 
not target civilians.

On Sunday, the ministry 
reported that Russian troops 
had killed up to 100 Ukrainian 
soldiers in a missile attack on 
a ceramics factory in the east-
ern Ukrainian city of Slovyansk 
that a Ukrainian artillery unit 
had been using.

More than 1,000 shells de-
signed for use is M-777 how-
itzers provided by the United 
States had been destroyed, the 
ministry said from Moscow. 
Some 700 shells for use by 
Grad multiple rocket launchers 
had also been destroyed, it said.

the ministry also said that 
Russian Su-35 jets had downed 
two Ukrainian jets of the same 

type along with a Mig-29.
the Russian Defence Min-

istry claims that its forces have 
shot down 242 Ukrainian 
planes and 137 helicopters since 
the invasion in late February.

the claim contradicts re-
ports that Ukraine possessed 
only 100 planes and 90 helicop-
ters before the war.

After seizing almost all of 
Luhansk, Russian forces are 

currently focused on Donetsk 
to the immediate south. 

Pro-Russian separatists 
aim to seize complete control of 
the Donbass region of eastern 
Ukraine.

the Kiev government is 
urging its Western allies to 
provide heavy and long-range 
weapons to defend territory 
and recover regions lost to Rus-
sian forces.

World

DEVASTATION 

Italian authorities clear Lampedusa 
camp after outrage at conditions

dpa
Rome

the authorities have begun 
clearing the overcrowded and 
unhygienic refugee camp on 
the italian island of Lampedu-
sa off the north African coast, 
with the navy transporting 600 
migrants to Porto empedocle 
on Sicily on Sunday morning.

the vessel then returned 
to Lampedusa to pick up a 
further 600 people. the trans-
ports came in response to re-
cent reports and events on the 
island.

At the end of last week, 
more than 1,800 migrants were 
counted in the camp, which is 
designed to hold just 350.

More migrants are expect-
ed to arrive on the island in the 
week ahead, and the authori-
ties are aiming to empty and 
clean the camp as soon as pos-
sible, with the prefect of Ag-
rigent on Sicily, who is respon-
sible for Lampedusa, setting 
tuesday as the deadline.

Reports on conditions in 
the camp have provoked out-
rage, after the former mayor 

of Lampedusa, Giusi nicolini, 
posted images and a video on 
Facebook showing people ly-
ing in the open on old foam 
mattresses, overflowing bins 
and mountains of refuse in the 
paths.

the migrants include preg-
nant women and children. 
“the images could be from 
Libya, but no, this is italy,” 
nicolini wrote.

Flavio Di Giacomo of the 

Un’s Organization for Migra-
tion (iOM) described the situa-
tion as a scandal in a tweet. he 
added that the numbers arriv-
ing were not the problem, but 
a poor system for distributing 
the migrants.

the italian interior Min-
istry has recorded more than 
30,000 people arriving in 
the country by boat this year, 
including those arriving on 
Lampedusa.

15 killed as Russian missiles 
hit residential flats: Ukraine

A view of partially destroyed building in Chasiv Yar, eastern Ukraine, on Sunday. (AFP)

dpa
London

BRitiSh Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s revelation 
that he met with ex-KGB 
agent Alexander Lebedev 
at the height of the Salis-
bury poisoning scandal 
suggests a “serious security 
breach” took place, Labour 
has said.

Shadow home secretary 
Yvette Cooper branded the 
private encounter between 
the then foreign secretary 
and Lebedev “unthinkable” 
given its timing in the af-
termath of a chemical at-
tack on UK soil.

During an appearance 
before the Liaison Com-
mittee on Wednesday, Mr 
Johnson admitted for the 
first time he had met the 
Russian oligarch without 
officials present in April 
2018.

Pressure has been 
mounting on the Prime 
Minister since then to ex-
plain the nature of the 
meeting - which happened 
straight after a nato sum-
mit on how to respond to 
the Kremlin - and whether 
it was properly disclosed.

Cooper and deputy La-
bour leader Angela Rayner 
have now written to Chan-
cellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster Kit Malthouse call-
ing for an investigation 
into the “murky affair.” 

Speaking to Sky’s So-
phy Ridge on Sunday, the 
shadow home secretary 
said: “We don’t know what 
happened at this meeting, 
we don’t know even wheth-
er the Prime Minister actu-
ally declared the meeting 
properly or told officials 
about it afterwards.

“it just feels unthink-
able that at a time when we 
had a chemical attack on 
UK soil, and it was so seri-
ous that we had a nAtO 
meeting about it, about how 
to respond to Russia, at that 
time you can have a foreign 
secretary who would then 
just go and have a meet-
ing with an ex-KGB agent, 
someone who has since 
been sanctioned by Canada 
for close links to Putin.

“to have that meet-
ing at that time shows a 
careless disregard for na-
tional security risks. We 
actually need to know the 
facts about what happened 
and why on earth he was 
so irresponsible with our 
national security at that 
time.” 

She pointed to the scan-
dal as part of a wider pat-
tern of alleged problematic 
behaviour from the Prime 
Minister and said it sug-
gested a “serious security 
breach” took place.

“i think the problem is 
that you have somebody 
who’s still in Downing 
Street who no-one thinks 
has any duties, any sense of 
duty to the country, who’s 
been responsible for lies, 
for law-breaking and also 
today’s allegations around 
abuse of power towards a 
young woman while he was 
Mayor of London,” Cooper 

told the programme.
Cooper was referring to 

the fact that Johnson has 
resigned as prime minister 
after dozens of members of 
government quit in protest 
at the handling of a series 
of scandals. however, he 
has said he will remain in 
Downing Street, the prime 
minister’s office, while the 
party chooses a successor.

“the point you raised 
in your introduction, the 
serious security breach 
that appears to have hap-
pened while he was foreign 
secretary, meeting with an 
ex-KGB agent straight after 
going to a nAtO summit to 
discuss Russia at the height 
of the Salisbury crisis and 
going without officials, go-
ing without any security, 
apparently going with a 
guest who has never been 
disclosed.” 

Johnson is set to write 
to the Liaison Committee 
about the issue but Labour 
has said more is needed to 
establish the facts.

it comes as Johnson’s 
decision to make Lebe-
dev’s son, London evening 
Standard owner and share-
holder in the independent 
evgeny Lebedev, a mem-
ber of the house of Lords 
is probed by the Commons 
intelligence and Security 
Committee.

Opposition party 
scrutinises UK 
PM’s 2018 talks 
with ex-KGB agent

Mordaunt joins contenders seeking 
to replace Britain’s prime minister

dpa
London 

in Britain, Conservative Party 
leadership candidates have 
come out swinging with pledg-
es to slash taxes and plough on 
with controversial Brexit plans 
as a new contender joined the 
fray.

A series of lawmakers are 
hoping to replace Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson, who was 
forced to step down after doz-
ens of members of government 
resigned in protest after a se-
ries of scandals.

international trade min-
ister Penny Mordaunt an-
nounced on Sunday morning 
that she will run for the top 
job, saying the UK’s leader-
ship “needs to become a little 
less about the leader and a lot 
more about the ship.” it means 
nine tories have now put 
themselves forward to replace 
Boris Johnson as Prime Minis-
ter, just days after a collapse in 
party support forced his resig-
nation.

Former health secretaries 
Jeremy hunt and Sajid Javid 
have both pledged to slash 
corporation tax as they an-
nounced separate leadership 
bids.

the contenders’ timescales 
for the change are different, 
with hunt planning to 
cut the tax to 15p in his first 
autumn Budget, while Javid 
would set a “glide path.” 

Javid also said the UK 
should consider ripping up old 
eU laws “to make us a more 
pro-business, wealth-creating, 
entrepreneurial economy.” 
Meanwhile, outsider candi-
date tom tugendhat pledged 
to back the northern ireland 
Protocol Bill if elected leader.

the eU claims the legisla-
tion would breach internation-
al law but tugendhat said he 
would be prepared to argue for 
it, telling Sky’s Sophy Ridge on 
Sunday programme: “i have 
fought for my country in com-
bat, i have fought for my coun-
try in Parliament, and i will 
keep fighting for my country.”  

hunt also said he would press 
on with the Government’s con-
troversial plans to overwrite 
parts of the post-Brexit treaty.

however, he said he hoped 
with Johnson out of no 10 
the “mood music” of Britain’s 
relations with the eU might 
change, and “we could legally 
negotiate some proper changes 
to the protocol.” 

it comes after two serving 
Cabinet ministers, Chancellor 
nadhim Zahawi and transport 
Secretary Grant Shapps, re-

vealed their intention to run for 
leader in the space of an hour 
on Saturday.

in addition to Mordaunt, 
hunt,  Javid, Zahawi, Shapps 
and tugendhat, former chan-
cellor Rishi Sunak, Attorney 
General Suella Braverman and 
ex-minister Kemi Badenoch 
have launched their own bids.

Foreign Secretary Liz truss 
is also widely expected to 
stand, with the Mail On Sun-
day reporting she will seek to 
advocate “classic Conservative 
principles” and could declare 
her candidature as soon as 
Monday.

Candidates populated the 
Sunday morning broadcast 
round, wit hunt, Javid, Shapps 
and tugendhat all making ap-
pearances to promote their 
bids.

hunt billed himself as the 
most “experienced” hand in 
the leadership contest and an-
nounced that his colleague es-
ther McVey would be deputy 
prime minister if he were to 
win.

moscow Authorities in mos-
cow have begun blocking the 
website of Die Welt, a major 
German daily newspaper, 
which has been publishing 
news about the war in Ukraine 
in Russian.

Russian internet users 
have been unable to ac-
cess the site since saturday, 
according to the register of 
Russian media supervisory 
authority Roskomnadzor. 

The move comes after 
a request by the Prosecutor 
General’s office. no reason 
was given for the step.

Die Welt began publishing 
news in Russian under the title 
“war in Ukraine” after mos-
cow’s invasion began. 

The newspaper published 
a story about the site being 
inaccessible in Russia with the 
tag “media censorship.” die 
welt also employed Russian 

journalist marina ovsyannikova 
in march, after she became 
known around the world for 
her anti-war protest on live 
television. 

in march, ovsyannikova - 
who was then a producer with 
channel one of Russian state 
television - held up a poster 
protesting against Russia’s 
war in Ukraine during the main 
evening news bulletin. The 
poster read: “stop the war. 

don’t believe the propaganda. 
You are being lied to here.” 

moscow began its invasion 
of neighbouring Ukraine in Feb-
ruary, although in Russia, strict 
regulations require the war be 
described only as a “special 
operation.” Russia has also 
cracked down on independent 
media, forcing numerous sites 
to close. The pressure has 
forced many critical outlets to 
cease their reporting. (dpa)

Russia blocks website of major German newspaper Die Welt  in Russia
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GeRMAn Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock issued an 
urgent call on Sunday for a 
world without nuclear weap-
ons as she visited nagasaki, 
the Japanese city destroyed 
by a US nuclear bomb 77 years 
ago.

the attack on nagasaki 
served as a reminder to work 
towards a world without nu-
clear weapons “even if we are 
a very long way away from it,” 
Baerbock said at the start of 
a two-day visit to Japan that 
forms part of her first offi-
cial visit to a number of Asian 

countries.
Germany had to work to-

wards “peace and a world 
without nuclear weapons” in 
the light of the fact that there 
had recently been an increase 
rather than a decline in nuclear 
weapons, the Green politician 
said.

nagasaki, along with hiro-
shima, represented a symbol 
as a warning against the use 
of nuclear weapons. Germany 
continued to support disarma-
ment, “even if the global situ-
ation is currently completely 
different,” she said in clear ref-
erence to the war in Ukraine.

earlier, Baerbock visited 
the nagasaki Atomic Bomb 

Museum, laying a wreath to 
mark the destruction of the 
city on August 9, 1945.

As a 41-year-old mother of 
two small daughters, she spent 
some time looking at images 
showing children injured by 
the blast. She also met survi-
vors of the attack.

Around 70,000 people 
were killed as an immediate re-
sult of the attack by the United 
States, with a further 75,000 
injured. three days earlier, a 
nuclear bomb devastated hi-
roshima. the two attacks led 
Japan to capitulate on August 
15, 1945.

Shigemitsu tanaka, 82, 
a grey-haired survivor with a 

powerful voice, described the 
white flash of the explosion. 
he and his family survived, 

although many of his relatives, 
including his parents, became 
ill and some died of cancer.

German minister calls for world without nuke weapons

Germany’s Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock (left) with Palau’s 
Minister of State Gustav Aitaro in Ngerulmud, Palau on Sunday. (AFP)

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson. (AFP)

Men rest in the so-called migrant “Hotspot” operational processing 
facility on the southern Italian Pelagie Island of Lampedusa, south of 
Sicily, on Sunday. (AFP)

File photo of Penny Mordaunt (AFP)



Trade in goods reached nearly $6.1 trillion in first quarter of 2022, an annual rise of about 25% 
AGENCIES 

LONDON 

BUSINESS confidence in the 
GCC recorded an upswing in 
the first quarter on the back 
of solid economic recovery 
and demand growth as gov-
ernments across the region 
stepped up investment plans 
thanks to additional oil earn-
ings, Kamco Invest said in its 
GCC Banking Sector Report 
for the first quarter of 2022.

According to the report, 
investment in businesses re-
ceived a fillip from the loose 
fiscal policies of 2021 across 
the region and globally that 
were implemented with an aim 
to boost investments.

The rising business opti-
mism and robust investment 
were reflected in the GCC 
banking sector net profits that 
showed one of the strongest 
quarter-on-quarter growth 
rates in the first quarter at 
25.1 percent to reach one of 
the highest quarterly levels at 
$10.9 billion as compared to 
$8.7 billion during the fourth 
quarter of 2021. The year-on-
year growth was also strong at 
30.7 percent. 

Economic growth showed 
a better-than-expected recov-
ery in 2022 mainly backed by 
elevated oil prices and higher 
volumes that enabled govern-
ments to increase investment 
in the economy.

“The IMF highlighted this 
while upgrading its 2022 real 
GDP forecast for Saudi Ara-
bia by 280 bps and for GCC 
by 220 bps to 7.6 percent and 
6.4 percent, respectively. GCC 
oil GDP is expected to grow by 
10.1 percent during the year 
while non-oil GDP is expected 
to grow at 3.9 percent,” it said.

Moreover, recent economic 
data has shown 9.9 percent y-
o-y GDP growth rate for Saudi 
Arabia in the first quarter of 
2022, the highest since 2011, 
with expectations of sustained 
activity by the end of the year.

Consensus estimates show 
GCC real GDP growth of 6 per-
cent this year, one of the high-
est over several years. In ad-
dition, inflation in the region 
remained significantly below 
the record levels seen in the 

US and Europe. The increase 
in consumer prices ranged be-
tween 1.6 percent and 4.3 per-
cent during the first quarter of 
2022. The overall activity was 
also reflected in the PMI sur-
veys for the region.

Data showed that manu-
facturing activity remained 
well above the growth mark 
with PMI figures of over 50 for 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia during 
the first quarter of 2022.

Data from GCC central 
banks’ monthly publications 
also showed growth in credit 
disbursements in Qatar, Ku-
wait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 
and Oman. Lending activ-
ity remained robust during the 
first quarter of 2022 resulting 
in record high loan books at 

the end of the quarter.
Gross loans reached $1.8 

trillion, up 2.1 percent q-o-q 
and 10.1 percent y-o-y, mainly 
led by strong growth in Saudi 
Arabia that was partially off-
set by a decline in gross loans 
mainly by Omani and Bahraini 
listed banks. Net loans showed 
a slightly higher growth of 2.5 
per cent q-o-q to reach $1.68 
trillion, backed by growth in all 
markets.

Aggregate return on eq-
uity (ROE) for the GCC bank-
ing sector continued to show 
improvement during the first 
quarter of 2022 reaching an 
8-quarter high level of 10.8 
percent as compared to 10.4 
percent at the end of the fourth 
quarter of 2021. However, the 
ratio remained relatively low 
as compared to pre-pandemic 
levels of over 12 percent.

Fearing Russian gas shut-off, France’s industry turns to oil
AGENCIES 

PARIS 

FRANCE’S energy-intensive 
companies are speeding up 
contingency plans and con-
verting their gas boilers to run 
on oil as they seek to avoid 
disruption in the event any 
further reduction in Russian 
gas supplies leads to power 
outages.

Gathered over the week-
end at a business and econom-
ics conference in southern 
France, several top executives 
said they were preparing for 
possible blackouts.

“What we’ve done is we’ve 
converted our boilers, so 
they’re capable of running on 
gas or oil, and we can even 
switch to coal if we need to,” 
said Florent Menegaux, the 
boss of Michelin, one of the 
world’s leading tyre makers.

“The aim is to avoid having 
to shut down a plant in case 

we face a shortage,” he added, 
saying that while a gas short-
age in Europe was likely, oil 
would still be available as an 
alternative.

It takes days to start up 
tyre production at a manufac-
turing plant, Menegaux said, 
making it essential to main-
tain a steady energy supply.

Russia in June reduced 
flows through the Nord Stream 
1 pipeline, its main route for 
shipping gas into western Eu-
rope, to 40 percent of capacity. 
Politicians and industry are 
concerned there will be further 
supply constraints linked to 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
which Moscow describes as a 
“special military operation”.

Across Europe, industry 
has been resorting to more 
polluting fuel than gas as it 
gives precedence to tackling 
the cost to the economy of 
business disruption and surg-
ing energy prices, rather than 

longer-term targets to switch 
to zero carbon fuel.

French Finance Minister 
Bruno Le Maire told the top 
corporate executives attend-
ing the conference it would be 
irresponsible not to prepare 
for shortages.

“Let’s prepare for a cut-
off of Russian gas,” he told 
them. “Today it’s the most 
likely scenario.” France relies 
on nuclear power for around 
70 percent of its electricity, 
meaning it is far less directly 
dependendent on Russian gas 
than neighbouring Germany.

However, the state-con-
trolled electricity producer 
EDF is struggling to meet 
France’s needs because of out-
ages at its ageing power plants, 
increasing the strain on the 
rest of the energy sector.

Energy production at 29 
of its 56 nuclear reactors has 
been halted by inspections and 
repairs.

The French government is 
checking company-by-compa-
ny which ones depend on an 
uninterrupted energy supply.

It has also sought to reduce 
the impact of a surge in energy 
prices by capping retail gas 
and power prices until the end 
of the year, which has helped 
to keep French inflation 
among the lowest in Europe.

A chairman of another 
large industrial company, who 
asked not to be named, told 
Reuters on the sidelines of the 
conference he believed all big 
businesses were looking at a 
switch to oil.

Automaker Stellantis is 
weighing options to produce 
its own energy in case of an 
energy crunch, Chief Execu-
tive Carlos Tavares said at a 
French factory last month.

These include building its 
own energy plant or investing 
in an existing one to secure 
part of the production.

AGENCIES
GENEVA

THE value of global trade rose 
by almost 15 percent to a re-
cord $7.7 trillion in the first 
quarter of 2022, an increase 
of about $1 trillion compared 
with the same period last 
year, according to the UN 
Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (Unctad).

The trade value was about 
$250 million more than the 
fourth quarter of 2021, the 
UN body said in its ‘Global 
Trade Update’ report.

Trade in both goods and 
services surged in the January 
to March period.

Trade in goods reached 
nearly $6.1 trillion, an annual 
rise of about 25 percent, while 
trade in services soared about 
22 percent yearly to $1.6 tril-
lion. “Trade growth is ex-
pected to remain positive but 
continues to slow during the 
second quarter,” Unctad said.

In the first quarter, trade 
in goods was significantly 
above the 2021 levels in both 
developing and developed 
countries. 

Exports from developing 
and developed countries were 
about 25 percent and 14 per-
cent higher year-on-year, re-
spectively, in the three-month 
period.

Trade between developing 
countries was about 23 per-
cent higher in the first quar-
ter compared with the same 
period in 2021, and about 42 
percent higher than the pre-
COVID-19 pandemic levels.

“The war in Ukraine is 
starting to influence interna-
tional trade, largely through 
increases in prices,” the re-
port said.

Economic growth fore-
casts for 2022 are being re-
vised downwards due to ris-
ing interest rates, inflationary 
pressures in several econo-
mies and negative global 
economic spillovers from the 
conflict in Ukraine. It is likely 
that global trade will reflect 
these macroeconomic trends, 
with a decrease in trade 
growth, according to Unctad.

“The conflict in Ukraine 
is putting further upward 

pressure on the international 
prices of energy and primary 
commodities,” the report 
said.

“In the short term, be-
cause of the inelastic global 
demand for food and energy 
products, rising food and en-
ergy prices would likely result 
in higher trade values and 
marginally lower trade vol-
umes.”

In April, the International 
Monetary Fund lowered its 
2022 global growth forecast 
to 3.6 percent, down from its 
previous estimate of 4.4 per-
cent in January.

Last month, the World 
Bank slashed its growth fore-
cast for the global economy 
for the second time this year 
as the Ukraine war, now in 

its fifth month, exacerbates 
the slowdown from the pan-
demic.

The Washington-based 
lender lowered its growth 
estimate for 2022 to 2.9 per-
cent, from the 3.2 percent 
projection it issued in April.

In the first quarter, the val-
ue of global trade was about 
30 per cent higher than the 
pre-pandemic levels of 2019. 
However, trade volumes in-
creased to a much lower ex-
tent (about 6 percent). The 
divergence between values 
and volumes is due to rising 
commodity prices, especially 
for energy products and gen-
eral inflation, Unctad said.

The positive trend for in-
ternational trade may soon 
come to an end, the report 

said.
Escalating interest rates 

and the winding down of 
economic stimulus packages 
will have a negative impact 
on trade volumes for the rest 
of the year. Volatility in com-
modity prices and geopoliti-
cal factors will also continue 
to make trade developments 
uncertain.

The evolution of world 
trade for the remainder of 
the year is also likely to be af-
fected by various other factors 
including supply chain dis-
ruptions, transition towards 
a greener global economy and 
rising concerns for debt sus-
tainability.

Trade patterns are expect-
ed to reflect the increasing 
global demand for products 

that are green or environmen-
tally sustainable. This would 
largely depend on the im-
plementation of government 
policies regulating the trade 
of carbon intensive products, 
Unctad said.

Given the rising levels of 
global debt, concerns of debt 
sustainability are likely to in-
tensify in the coming quarters 
due to mounting inflationary 
pressures and associated in-
terest rate hikes.

“The ongoing tightening 
of financial conditions is ex-
pected to heighten pressure 
on the most highly indebted 
governments, amplifying vul-
nerabilities and negatively 
affecting investments and in-
ternational trade flows,” the 
report said.

Global trade hits record 
$7.7 trillion in Q1: Unctad

Across Europe, industrial companies like Michelin has been resorting to more polluting fuel than gas as 
it gives precedence to tackling the cost to the economy of business disruption and surging energy prices, 
rather than longer-term targets to switch to zero carbon fuel.

In the first quarter of 2022, trade in goods was significantly above the 2021 levels in both developing and developed countries. 

GCC business 
confidence rises 
on back of oil 
windfall: Kamco

Economic growth showed a 
better-than-expected recovery in 
2022 mainly backed by elevated 
oil prices. 
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SamSung Electronics expects 
operating profits in the second 
quarter to rise 11.4 percent, 
the South Korean tech giant 
said in a statement Thursday, 
despite ongoing global supply 
chain woes.

The world’s biggest smart-
phone maker forecast 2022 
second-quarter operating 
profits of about 14 trillion won 
($10.7 billion), up from 12.6 
trillion won in the same quar-
ter last year.

Samsung expected sales in 
the april-June period to have 
increased by 21 percent on-
year to 77 trillion won. The fig-
ure would represent a down-
grade from its first-quarter 
sales of 77.8 trillion won.

analysts said Samsung 
was helped by its continued 
strong performances in the 
memory chip business, mak-
ing up for declines in smart-
phone sales over the period.

“Samsung’s smartphone 
shipments for the second 
quarter are expected to be just 
over 60 million units, which 
is worse than expected,” Park 
Sung-soon, an analyst at Cape 
Investment & Securities, told 
aFP.

Samsung shipped 74.5 
million smartphones in the 
first quarter, according to 
global research firm Coun-
terpoint, topping the global 
shipments market with 23 
percent, trailed by apple’s 18 
percent.

With memory chips now 
used in a wide-ranging array 
of devices and cloud servers 
-- essential for remote work-
ing in the pandemic era -- the 
sector has become less de-
pendent on seasonally driven 
demand for gadgets such as 
smartphones and laptops.

But concerns are growing 
over uncertainty in the global 
economic outlook due to Rus-
sia’s ongoing war in ukraine 
and mounting fears of reces-
sion driven by inflationary 
pressure.

under such circumstanc-
es, it will be “hard for con-
sumer demand for IT gadg-
ets to improve in the coming 
months”, analyst Park said.

Samsung Electronics is 
the flagship subsidiary of 
the giant Samsung group, by 
far the largest of the family-
controlled empires known as 
chaebols that dominate busi-
ness in South Korea.

The conglomerate’s over-
all turnover is equivalent to 
about one-fifth of South Ko-
rea’s gross domestic product.

The world’s biggest mem-
ory chip maker, Samsung 
Electronics has aggressively 
stepped up investment in its 
semiconductor business as 
the world battles chip short-
ages that have hit everything 
from cars and home applianc-
es to smartphones and gam-

ing consoles.
Last week, the company 

became the first chipmaker 
in the world to mass-produce 
advanced 3-nanometre mi-
crochips as it sought to match 

and eventually outpace Tai-
wan’s TSmC in the race to 
manufacture the most ad-
vanced microchips.

The new chips will be 
smaller, more powerful and 
efficient, and will be used in 
high-performance computing 
applications before being put 
into gadgets such as mobile 
phones.

The news came after its 
may announcement of a 450 
trillion won investment over 
the next five years to “bring 
forward the mass production 
of chips based on the 3-na-
nometer process”.

The vast majority of the 
world’s most advanced mi-
crochips are made by just two 
companies -- Samsung and 
TSmC -- both of which are 
running at full capacity to al-
leviate a global shortage.

Samsung is the market 
leader in memory chips, but it 
has been scrambling to catch 
up with TSmC in the advanced 
foundry business.

The supply of memory 
chips has garnered global 
geopolitical significance, with 
leading governments scram-
bling to secure advanced chip 
supplies.

That was demonstrated 
in may when u.S. President 
Joe Biden kicked off a South 
Korea tour by visiting Sam-
sung’s sprawling Pyeongtaek 
chip plant. Russia’s invasion 
of ukraine has “further spot-
lighted the need to secure our 
critical supply chains”, Biden 
said at the plant, underscor-
ing the importance of bol-
stering technology partner-
ships among “value-sharing”  
countries.

Samsung Electronics forecasts 
11.4% rise in 2nd quarter profits

Samsung Electronics is the flagship subsidiary of the giant Samsung group, by far the largest of the family-controlled empires known as chae-
bols that dominate business in South Korea.

Samsung forecasts 2022 second-quarter operating profits of about 14 trillion won ($10.7 billion)

Sales up
● Samsung expected sales 
in the April-June period to 
have increased by 21 
percent on-year to 77 
trillion won.

● The figure would 
represent a downgrade 
from its first-quarter sales 
of 77.8 trillion won.

● Samsung shipped 74.5 
million smartphones in the 
first quarter

Chinese bank  
depositors face 
police in protest

Agencies

a large crowd of angry Chi-
nese bank depositors faced 
off with police Sunday, 
some roughed up as they 
were taken away, in a case 
that has drawn attention 
because of earlier attempts 
to use a COVID-19 tracking 
app to prevent them from 
mobilizing.

Hundreds of people 
held up banners and chant-
ed slogans on the wide 
steps of the entrance to a 
branch of China’s central 
bank in the city of Zheng-
zhou in Henan province, 
about 620 kilometres (380 
miles) southwest of Beijing. 
Video taken by a protester 
shows plainclothes security 
teams being pelted with 
water bottles and other 
objects as they charge the 
crowd.

Later videos posted 
on social media show in-
dividual protesters being 
shoved forward and down 
stairs by security teams 
dressed in plain white or 
black T-shirts. It’s unclear 
how many were subjected 
to this treatment. Phone 
calls to Zhengzhou city and 
Henan province police rang 
unanswered Sunday.

The protesters are 
among thousands of cus-
tomers who opened ac-
counts at six rural banks in 
Henan and neighbouring 
anhui province that of-
fered higher interest rates. 
They later found they could 
not withdraw their funds 
after media reports that the 
head of the banks’ parent 
company was on the run 
and wanted for financial 
crimes.

“We came today and 
wanted to get our savings 
back, because I have elder-
ly people and children at 
home, and the inability to 
withdraw savings has seri-
ously affected my life,” said 
a woman from Shandong 
province, who only gave 
her last name, Zhang, out 

of fear of retribution.
What had been a local 

scandal became a national 
incident last month be-
cause of the misuse of the 
COVID tracking app. many 
who set out for Zhengzhou 
to demand action from 
regulators found that their 
health status on the app 
had turned red, preventing 
them from travelling. Some 
reported being questioned 
by police after checking 
into their hotel about why 

they had come to the city. 
Five Zhengzhou officials 
were later punished.

The protesters assem-
bled before dawn on Sun-
day in front of the People’s 
Bank of China building in 
Zhengzhou. Police vehicles 
with flashing lights can be 
seen in videos taken in the 
early morning darkness. 
Police closed off the street 
and by 8 am had started 
massing on the other side, 
protesters told The associ-
ated Press.

Besides uniformed po-
lice, there were the teams 
of men in plain T-shirts. 
One banking regulator and 
one local government of-
ficial arrived, but the pro-
testers refused to talk to 
them.

Duped 
The protesters are among 
thousands of customers 
who opened accounts at six 
rural banks in Henan and 
neighbouring Anhui province 
that offered higher interest 
rates. They later found they 
could not withdraw their 
funds after media reports 
that the head of the banks’ 
parent company was on the 
run and wanted for financial 
crimes.

Agencies

WHEn antonio mcgowan 
left the mississippi State Pen-
itentiary at Parchman after 
serving 17 years, he was free 
for the first time since he was 
15. But as an adult finally out 
from behind bars, he immedi-
ately found himself confined 
to menial labour.

mcgowan needed stable 
work, for a paycheck and to 
keep busy, but temporary 
gigs were all he could find. 
Just as those around him 
counseled the importance 
of maintaining a routine, he 
became trapped in a cycle of 
odd jobs and irregular hours. 
He trimmed grass one week 
and painted a house the next. 
But he couldn’t land anything 
full time, and the unpredict-
ability of his income proved 
challenging. Disconnection 
notices and unpaid bills piled 
up.

“Things weren’t in place,” 
mcgowan said. “They weren’t 
where I wanted them to be 
as far as being an individual 
back in society. It was a strug-
gle.”

after several years adrift, 
mcgowan was finally able to 
regain his footing with the 
help of the Hinds County 
Reentry Program, a work-
force training program for 
former inmates created in Oc-
tober. Reentry programs are 
one way employers are trying 
to fill some of the 11.3 million 
open jobs in the u.S. amid a 
dire national labour shortage. 
The practice of employing 
people with a criminal record 
is known as “second-chance 
hiring.”

In rosier economic times, 
many former prisoners faced 
steep obstacles to finding 
work. The labour shortage 

sparked by the COVID-19 
pandemic now presents them 
with opportunities, said Eric 
Beamon, a recruiter for mag-
Cor, a company that provides 
job training to people in mis-
sissippi correctional facilities.

“We think the pandemic, 
in a sense, was a big help,” 
Beamon said. “If no one 
wants to work anymore or if 
everyone wants to work from 
home, employers are begging 
for employees.”

Some studies have shown 
that stable jobs are a major 
factor in reducing recidivism. 
Still, not everyone is willing to 
hire an ex-convict, and a lack 
of job opportunities for those 
with a criminal record is still 
stymieing workforce partici-
pation in the economy, Steph-
anie Ferguson, a senior man-
ager of employment policy 
at the u.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, wrote in a may report.

according to the national 
Conference of State Legisla-

tures, barriers faced by people 
with felony convictions were 
linked to a loss of at least 1.7 
million employees from the 
workforce and a cost of at 
least $78 billion to the econ-
omy in 2014, the year that 
mcgowan left prison.

The current desperate 
straits in which employers 
now find themselves could 
help spur a change. In a 2021 
survey conducted by the So-
ciety for Human Resource 
management, or SHRm; the 
SHRm Foundation and the 
Charles Koch Institute, 53% 
of human resource profes-
sionals said they would be 
willing to hire people with 
criminal records — up from 
just 37% in 2018.

That’s where programs 
like Hinds County Reentry 
and magCor step in, help-
ing to make former inmates 
more desirable as candidates 
by properly training them to 
reintegrate into society and 

matching them with jobs tai-
lored to their skills and inter-
ests.

mcgowan said he’d like 
to work in air conditioning 
and heating repair, and the 
program’s staff members rec-
ommended him to upchurch 
Services, a mississippi-based 
company that allows work-
ers to take classes in repair 
services while gaining expe-
rience in the field. mcgowan 
was hired the second week of 
may.

He makes $15 per hour, 
working 40 hours per week 
with paid overtime. He said 
he has full health care cover-
age — and he loves the work.

“Summer, winter, spring 
or fall, you’ll need either heat 
or air conditioning,” he said. 
“So I found something I can 
help people out with. at the 
same time, it can keep me in 
the working class, so I don’t 
fall back into the things I used 
to do.”

Beamon, one of numer-
ous recruiters staffing booths 
at a job fair for ex-prisoners 
in Jackson recently — other 
companies represented in-
cluded Waffle House, amazon 
and Columbus, mississippi-
based Lyle machinery — said 
he has seen an influx of new 
jobs and wages that are ris-
ing precipitously, some to as 
much as $20 per hour. mis-
sissippi has not enacted a 
state minimum wage, and the 
federal standard is still $7.25.

In addition to skills train-
ing, the workforce reentry 
programs can provide parol-
ees with mentors who have 
firsthand knowledge about 
the travails of life after in-
carceration. For Savannah 
Hayden, who was released 
from prison in november af-
ter serving time for five felony 
convictions, that person was 
Cynetra Freeman. Freeman is 
the founder of the mississippi 
Center for Reentry, an organi-

zation offering work readi-
ness programs to inmates 
preparing to leave prison.

Freeman remembers tak-
ing a bus to an employment 
agency the day after she was 
released from prison. She said 
the agency told her she would 
never get a job because of her 
record.

“This crushed me and 
made me think about others 
who felt the same devasta-
tion,” Freeman said. “Em-
ployment is one of the tough-
est aspects for a person who is 
just returning home.”

Hayden thought she 
might string together tempo-
rary jobs to make ends meet. 
But Freeman encouraged her 
to think long term, specifi-
cally about a job in which she 
could use her experience as a 
formerly incarcerated person 
to help others reentering so-
ciety. Hayden now works for 
Freeman as the mental health 
and drug addiction coordina-

tor at the Center for Reentry.
“after so many doors are 

slammed in your face, you get 
tired of asking,” Hayden said. 
“But there will be a person 
who says ‘yes,’ and that will 
change your life.”

Hayden was adopted and 
spent years in the state’s fos-
ter system.

“It didn’t dawn on me that 
I might be able to help people 
who grew up in the same posi-
tion,” she said. “I think I found  
my niche.”

mcgowan, who had been 
convicted of violent crimes, 
said his work is more than 
just a job.

“It’s the look on some-
one’s face,” he said. “When 
you fix something of theirs 
that’s been broken, they just 
smile. I spent so many years 
hurting people. So I know the 
look people have when they 
feel hurt. To see the reverse of 
that, it’s enough to make me 
happy.”

Dire US labour shortage provides opportunity for former prisoners

Incarcerated at 15, Jackson resident Antonio McGowan says he had 
limited prospects coming out of prison after being released in 2014. 
However, McGowan later enrolled in the Hinds County Reentry Pro-
gram, which provides workforce training for formerly incarcerated 
people, which led to a work-based learning program at Hinds Commu-
nity College, which placed him in a job that is giving him maintenance 
training in heating and air conditioning, while employed.

Eric Beamon, HOPE coordinator with MagCor, a company that provides 
realistic work experiences for sentenced, adult offenders residing 
within Mississippi correctional facilities, that can lead to gainful  
employment upon release, confers with event sponsors during the 
2022 Mississippi Re-Entry Job Fair, in Jackson.

Robert Allen, director of work based learning, left, and Rod Mallett, 
work based learning coordinator, center, at Hinds Community College, 
discuss programs and opportunities with a job seeker, right, during 
the 2022 Mississippi Re-Entry Job Fair, in Jackson.
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Crypto plunge is cautionary tale 
for public pension funds

When the Houston Firefight-
ers Relief and Retirement 
Fund bought $25 million 
in cryptocurrencies, with 
the fund’s chief investment 

officer touting their potential, retired fire 
Capt. Russell Harris was concerned.

Harris, 62, has attended the funerals of 
34 firefighters killed in the line of duty. He 
was already worried about his pension after 
an overhaul by state and city officials cut 
payments as they grappled with the abil-
ity to pay out benefits. He didn’t see crypto, 
unproven in his eyes, as an answer.

“I don’t like it,” Harris said. “There’s 
too many pyramid schemes that everybody 
gets wrapped up in. That’s the way I see this 
cryptocurrency at this time.... There might 
be a place for it, but it’s still new and no-
body understands it.” The plunge in prices 
for Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies in re-
cent weeks provides a cautionary tale for the 
handful of public pension funds that have 
dipped their toes in the crypto pool over the 
past few years. Most have done it indirectly 
through stocks or investment funds that 
serve as proxies for the larger crypto mar-
ket. A lack of transparency makes it difficult 
to tell whether they’ve made or lost money, 
let alone how much, and for the most part 
fund officials won’t say.

But the recent crypto meltdown has 
prompted a larger question: For pension 
funds that ensure teachers, firefighters, 
police and other public workers receive 
guaranteed benefits in retirement after 
public service, is any amount of crypto in-
vestment too risky? Many public pension 
funds across the U.S. are underfunded, 
sometimes seriously so, which leads them 
to take risks to try to catch up. That doesn’t 
always work out, and the risk extends not 
just to the funds but to taxpayers who might 
have to bail them out, either through higher 
taxes or diverting spending away from oth-
er needs.

Keith Brainard, research director for 
the National Association of State Retire-
ment Administrators, said he wasn’t aware 
of more than a handful of public pension 
funds that have invested in crypto.

“There may come a day when crypto set-
tles down and becomes adequately under-
stood and mature as a potential investment 
that public pension funds might embrace 
them,” Brainard said. “I’m just not sure 
that we’re there yet.” The U.S. Department 
of Labor urges “extreme care” in crypto in-
vestments because of the high risks. The 
recent plunge in crypto prices has caused 
Washington to more closely scrutinize the 
freewheeling industry. After the collapse 
of $40 billion crypto asset known as Ter-
ra, senators in both parties have proposed 
legislation that would regulate crypto for 
the first time, and Treasury Secretary Ja-

net Yellen has called for more oversight of 
crypto ventures.

The Houston Firefighters Relief and Re-
tirement Fund’s cryptocurrency investment 
wasn’t very big — just $15 million in what 
was then a $5.5 billion portfolio.

It’s not clear how that panned out in 
the cryptocurrency market slide this year. 
Officials from fund and the union didn’t 
respond to multiple requests for comment. 
But the fund bought in when bitcoin prices 
were close to their peak of nearly $67,000, 
and they’ve been on the decline since then, 
dipping below $20,000 in June.

The fund’s chairman, Brett Besselman, 
said in a first-quarter report that it was 
healthy with an overall rate of return of 
33.7% in 2021. Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner said earlier this year that the 2017 
overhaul is working well and, thanks to 
strong returns in 2021, has put his city’s 

pension funds well ahead of schedule to-
ward eliminating their unfunded liabilities.

Houston’s experiment, which fund 
managers touted as the first announced 
direct purchase of digital assets by a U.S. 
pension plan, followed a series of bigger 
but indirect investments by two pension 
funds for Fairfax County of Virginia. They 
put over $120 million into funds that seek 
opportunities in the crypto world, such as 
blockchain technology, digital tokens and 
cryptocurrency derivatives. As in Houston, 
the Virginia investments are a tiny share of 
the funds’ $7.2 billion in assets.

Since 2018, the Fairfax County Employ-
ees’ Retirement System and Fairfax County 
Police Officers Retirement System have put 
money into venture capital funds that invest 
in blockchain and a hedge fund that seeks 
to harness some of the volatility inherent 
in the space, said Jeffrey Weiler, executive 

director of Fairfax County Retirement Sys-
tems. He said the goal was to invest in in-
frastructure that underlies blockchain tech-
nology, which managers continue to view as 
a high-growth area.

Crypto-related investments aren’t nec-
essarily deliberate. The Minnesota State 
Board of Investment manages a portfolio 
worth around $130 billion for several public 
employee pension plans and other entities. 
A recent report shows it held small stakes as 
of Dec. 31 in the crypto exchange Coinbase 
Global and the bitcoin miners Riot Block-
chain and Marathon Digital Holdings with 
a combined market value of $5.3 million. It 
also listed two holdings of fixed-income se-
curities from Coinbase with a market value 
of $2.2 million.

Mansco Perry, the board’s executive di-
rector and chief investment officer, said the 
board invests heavily in stock indexes, so 

those holdings were most likely in one of its 
index funds or were purchased by an out-
side investment manager.

“We don’t own cryptocurrency, but if a 
company is big enough to be in an index, 
more than likely we own it,” Perry said.

The Minnesota board may look at 
crypto-related investments someday just 
to learn about them, Perry said, “but it’s 
not a high priority.... I would say we’re 
nowhere close to making an investment 
decision to move forward, but that doesn’t 
mean we never will.” The country’s largest 
public pension fund, the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System, known as 
CalPERS, took a tiny stake in 2017 in Riot 
Blockchain that grew to over $1.9 million by 
late 2020. Securities and Exchange Com-
mission filings show it reached $5.4 million 
before CalPERS got out sometime in the 
second quarter of 2021. Officials declined 
to give details, but it was a miniscule play in 
CalPERS’ total portfolio of well over $400 
billion.

According to SEC filings, the State of 
Wisconsin Investment Board apparently 
began testing the waters early last year with 
purchases of Coinbase, Marathon and Riot 
Blockchain. Those holdings grew to at least 
$19.3 million, against a total portfolio of 
$48.2 billion, by the end of the first quarter 
this year. Board officials did not respond to 
requests for comment.

New Jersey’s main state pension fund 
appears from SEC filings to have started 
investing in some crypto-related stocks in 
the second quarter of 2021. As of the end 
of March 2022, the state had about $9.5 
million in combined holdings in Coinbase, 
Riot Blockchain and Marathon. New Jersey 
state treasury officials said they don’t com-
ment on specific investments.

Other public funds that have taken 
smaller stakes include the Utah Retirement 
Systems, which once held a $13.2 million 
stake in Coinbase but doesn’t anymore. The 
Pennsylvania Public School Employees’ Re-
tirement System held as much as $2.6 mil-
lion worth of Coinbase last summer but was 
down to $681,000 by the end of the first 
quarter, after selling most of its stake, while 
adding about $398,000 worth of Marathon 
starting in the second half of 2021.

Harris, the retired Houston fire captain, 
said he sees his pension as a contract that 
should be honored, given the risks that fire-
fighters routinely take. While he’s generally 
happy with how his pension fund has per-
formed, he’s still uneasy about crypto. He 
also points out that firefighters in Houston 
and many other U.S. communities gener-
ally aren’t eligible for Social Security.

“There’s just a lot of people out there, 
if they lose that pension it’s over,” Harris 
said. “Some of these older retirees, I just do 
not know how they’re surviving.”

Retired Houston Fire Captain Russell Harris poses for a photograph inside his workshop at his home Wednesday, June 22, 2022, in East Bernard, Texas.
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BALES of hay lie burning 
along Dutch highways. Su-
permarket shelves stand 
empty because distribution 
centers are blocked by farm-
ers. Then, at dusk, a police 
officer pulls his pistol and 
shoots at a tractor.

Dutch farmers are em-
broiled in a summer of dis-
content that shows no sign 
of abating. Their target? 
Government plans to rein in 
emissions of nitrogen oxide 
and ammonia that they say 
threatens to wreck their ag-
ricultural way of life and put 
them out of business.

The reduction targets 
could radically alter the 
Netherlands’ lucrative ag-
riculture sector, which is 
known for its intensive farm-
ing, and may also foreshadow 
similar reforms — and pro-
tests — in other European 
nations whose farmers also 
pump out pollutants.

That turmoil seems a long 
way off Friday at Jaap Zeg-
waard’s dairy farm, which 
occupies 80 hectares (200 
acres) of grassland close to 
the port city of Rotterdam, 
whose chimneys and cranes 
form a backdrop to his fields.

Most of Zegwaard’s herd 
of 180 cattle, mostly black 
and white Holstein-Frie-
sians, graze in meadows close 

to a traditional Dutch wind-
mill and large white wind tur-
bines. And even if the farm 
has been in Zegwaard’s fam-
ily for five generations, some 
200 years, he doesn’t know 
if he would recommend the 
farming life to his a 7-year-
old daughter and 3-year-old 
twin boys.

“If you ask me now, I’d 
say, please don’t even think 
about it,” the 41-year-old 
said. “There are so many wor-
ries. Life’s much too beautiful 
to deal with what’s going on 
in the agriculture sector at 
the moment.” “Ask the aver-
age farmer: it’s profoundly 
sad,” he said.

At the heart of the clash 
between farmers and the 
Dutch government are moves 
to protect human health and 
vulnerable natural habitats 
from pollution in the form 
of nitrogen oxides and am-
monia, which are produced 
by industry, transport and in 
the waste of livestock.

The Netherlands, a na-
tion of 17.5 million people 
inhabiting an area a little 
larger than Maryland, has 
1.57 million registered dairy 
cattle and just over 1 million 
calves being raised for meat, 
statistics show. The coun-
try’s farms produced exports 
worth 94.5 billion euros in 
2019.

Nitrogen oxides and am-

monia raise nutrient levels 
and acidity in the soil, lead-
ing to a reduction in biodi-
versity. Airborne nitrogen 
leads to smog and tiny par-
ticles that are damaging to 
people’s health.

When the Council of 
State, the country’s top ad-
ministrative court and leg-
islative advisory body, ruled 
in 2019 that Dutch policies 
to rein in nitrogen emissions 
were inadequate, it forced 

the government to consider 
tougher measures.

Unveiling a map detailing 
nitrogen reduction targets 
last month, the Dutch gov-
ernment called it an “una-
voidable transition.” It said 
the coming year would finally 
bring clarity for Dutch farm-
ers, “whether and how they 
can continue with their busi-
ness. The minister sees three 
options for farmers: become 
(more) sustainable, relocate 

or stop.” The Dutch govern-
ment aims to slash nitrogen 
emissions by 50% by 2030 
and has earmarked an ex-
tra 24.3 billion euros ($25.6 
billion) to fund the changes. 
Provincial authorities have 
one year to draw up plans for 
achieving the reductions.

Nitrogen expert Wim de 
Vries, a professor at Wage-
ningen University and Re-
search, doubts that deadline 
is realistic.

“It seems to be very fast 
and there is a legacy, al-
ready for 40 years, because 
the problem was much big-
ger in the 1980s. We then 
called it ‘acid rain,’” he said. 
“Considering that legacy, it 
doesn’t make so much dif-
ference if we do it in 7 or 10 
or 12 years. We anyhow have 
to wait for decades for na-
ture to improve seriously.” 
Farmers have been protest-
ing for years against the gov-
ernment’s nitrogen policies, 
but the emissions targets 
unleashed new demonstra-
tions, with tractors clogging 
highways and supermarket 
distribution centers that led 
briefly to some shortages of 
fresh produce.

Farmers also clashed 
with police outside the home 
of the minister in charge of 
the government’s nitrogen 
policies. And this week an 
officer opened fire on a trac-
tor driven by a 16-year-old. 
After initially being held on 
suspicion of attempted man-
slaughter, the young driver 
was released without charge.

The Dutch government 
has appointed a veteran po-
litical negotiator to act as a 
middleman, but the gesture 
was immediately rejected by 
activist farmers and the na-
tion’s largest farming lobby 
group.

“The government does 

not offer any space to enter 
into a real conversation,” 
said the farming lobby group 
LTO. “Under these condi-
tions, speaking with the 
mediator is pointless.” The 
LTO, which represents about 
30,000 farms — nearly a 
half of the Dutch total — de-
scribed the nitrogen reduc-
tion target as “simply unfea-
sible.” Dutch farms produced 
exports worth 94.5 billion 
euros in 2019.

The group says the gov-
ernment is focused on reduc-
ing livestock and buying up 
farms and not paying enough 
attention to innovation and 
sustainable farming prac-
tices.

Environmentalists say 
now is the time to act.

“You rip a plaster off a 
wound in one go,” said Andy 
Palmen, director of Green-
peace Netherlands. “Painful 
choices are now necessary.” 
Zegwaard’s farm is in an 
area where the government 
is seeking only a 12% cut in 
emissions, yet he also dem-
onstrates out of solidarity 
with others and supports the 
protests.

“The average person cur-
rently sees the Netherlands 
as a nitrogen polluter, while 
we are also a food producer. 
It seems like people have for-
gotten that,” he told The As-
sociated Press.

Anger simmers for Dutch farmers who oppose pollution cuts

Protesting farmers block a drawbridge at locks in the Princess Margriet canal, preventing all ship traffic 
from passing in Gaarkeuken, northern Netherlands.
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NOVAK Djokovic came from 
behind for the third time in a 
row to claim a fourth straight 
and seventh overall Wimble-
don title, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) 
over Nick Kyrgios on Sunday.

Unseeded Kyrgios started 
strongly but the hot-headed 
Australian then started com-
plaining with his box and 
about spectators in the third 
set and never fully managed 
to regain his form and compo-
sure from early on.

Top seed Djokovic was 
undeterred and wrapped up 
matters after 3 hours on third 
match point for his 21st career 
Grand Slam title, one shy of 
Rafael Nadal’s 22 but now one 
ahead of Roger Federer.

Djokovic was unable to 
play the Australian Open after 
being deported owing to coro-
navirus rules and for the same 
reason will also likely miss the 
US Open.

“I’ve lost words for what this 
tournament and this trophy 
means to me,” said Djokovic 
after receiving the trophy from 
the Duchess of Cambridge.

“It’s always has been and 
always will be the most special 
tournament in my heart. My 
first image of tennis was grass 

and Wimbledon.
“I always dreamed of com-

ing here and just playing here. 
Every time, it gets more and 
more meaningful and special 
so I’m very blessed to be stand-
ing here with the trophy.” 

The two have had a stormy 
relationship in the past as Kyr-
gios heavily criticised Djoko-
vic for his behaviour in the 
early stages of the pandemic 
but then coming to his support 
when his Australian govern-
ment deported him.

But that has changed 
now and after praising Kyr-
gios, Djokovic said: “I never 
thought I’d say so many nice 
things about you, considering 
the relationship. OK, it’s offi-
cially a bromance.” 

Kyrgios named Djokovic “a 
bit of a god, I’m not gonna lie. I 
thought I played well ... I’m re-
ally happy with this result, the 
best of my career.” 

Sporting a red bascap in 
a violation of the Wimbledon 

dresscode, he added in the di-
rection of the umpires “I want 
to say thank you - I know you 
and I have a very tough rela-
tionship at times.” 

It was the third comeback 
for the Serb who rallied from 
two sets down in the quarter-
finals against Jannik Sinner 
and also lost the first set in his 
semi against Cameron Norrie.

Kyrgios had reached his 
first final at the majors by 
walkover as Australian and 

French Open winner Nadal 
had withdrawn with an ab-
dominal injury ahead of their 
semi-final.

He had won both previous 
matches against Djokovic and 
also drew first blood Sunday, 
going break up at 3-2 on a dou-
ble fault and clinching the set 
– which also included an early 
underarm serve - with an ace.

But Djokovic swiftly lev-
elled the sets thanks to a 
fourth-game break as he start-

ed to read Kyrgios’ serve in a 
better way.

The third was tight and 
Kyrgios received a warning 
after the fifth game when he 
complained about a spectator 
talking between his serves.

The muttering continued 
and Kyrgios was then at boil-
ing point when he dropped 
serve to trail 5-4 with a double 
fault and backhand error, up-
set that his box stopped voic-
ing their support when he was 
40-0 up.

Djokovic was unfazed and 
calmly served out the set when 
Kyrgios hit two returns wide.

A long bathroom break 
from Djokovic also helped 
Kyrgios settled down again 
and a tense fourth set stayed 
on serve although he was two 
points from winning the set 
in the 12th game at 30-30 but 
Djokovic forced the tiebreak.

A double fault from Kyr-
gios handed Djokovic a 1-0 
lead and the world number 
one raced off to a 6-1 lead and 
five match points thanks to 
several further unforced er-
rors from Kyrgios.

The Australian managed 
to save the first two, including 
with his 30th ace, but Djoko-
vic came third time lucky as 
the clock ticked to 3 hours, tri-
umphing when Kyrgios netted 
a backhand and celebrating in 
familiar style by tasting some 
of the grass.

Djokovic overcomes Kyrgios to 
his seventh Wimbledon crown
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 I’ve lost words for what this tournament and this 
trophy means to me. My first image of tennis was grass 
and Wimbledon. Every time, it gets more and more 
meaningful and special so I’m very blessed.

Novak Djokovic, 21-time Grand Slam title winner 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic smiles as he holds his trophy after defeating Australia’s Nick Kyrgios in the men’s 
singles final of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Novak Djokovic is acclaimed by the crowd as he celebrates with the trophy from a balcony of Centre Court at The All England Tennis Club in 
Wimbledon, southwest London, on Sunday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios holds the runner-up’s trophy. (AFP)

Family day at Wimbledon attended by Djokovic and Cambridge’s children
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

THE men’s singles final be-
came a family affair as Prince 
George watched his first ever 
Wimbledon match and Novak 
Djokovic’s daughter waved at 
her dad as he celebrated win-
ning the championship.

The Serbian player won 
his seventh Wimbledon title 
after beating Australian Nick 
Kyrgios in a dramatic final on 
Sunday afternoon.

Djokovic shared some 
sweet moment’s with his wife 
and daughter after the match 
when he was interviewed on 
Centre Court by BBC present-
er Sue Barker.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, who watched from 
the royal box, also had a fam-
ily day as they brought eight-
year-old George.

After Kate presented both 
players with their trophies, 

Djokovic waved up to his fam-
ily and his team as he thanked 
them for their support during 
an interview with Barker.

Djokovic said: “My fam-
ily, my parents are here, oh 
my daughter’s here as well. Oh 
wow, OK.” His four-year-old 
daughter Tara could be seen 
sitting on his wife Yelena’s 
knee and waving at her dad.

The Serbian player told 
Barker: “She’s not five years 
old yet so she wasn’t allowed 
to watch a match live, but next 
year hopefully if she’s interest-
ed, which she wasn’t so much 
in tennis, she can watch daddy 
play live.” Wimbledon’s rules 
mean that children under five 
are not allowed on the courts 
to watch the match live in case 
they cause disruption.

“My son is the only one 
missing because I think he 
is playing a set against Bob 
Bryan’s son at the moment be-
cause that’s what they’ve been 

doing in the last few days.” 
Djokovic’s son Stefan, 

seven, has been seen practis-
ing with his father during the 
tournament, with the Serbian 
player telling reporters that he 
is “in love with tennis.” 

Barker reminded Djokovic 
that it was his wedding an-
niversary, to which he said: 

“My gosh I’m going to buy you 
flowers after this, you keep on 
reminding me of things that 
I would get in big trouble if I 
forget.

“So darling, happy an-
niversary,” he said, before 
pointing to the trophy and 
joking: “This is my present.” 
After leaving Centre Court, 

the Wimbledon champion 
stopped to chat with Prince 
George and the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge.

Djokovic was brought into 
a VIP area at the All England 
Club where he handed over 
the men’s trophy for eight-
year-old George to hold.

Kate kept on touching the 
lid to keep it in place as George 

turned the trophy upwards so 
he could get a closer look at it.

William also said to him: 
“Don’t drop it.” Djokovic chat-
ted to the royals for several 
minutes, speaking about how 
their sons are similar ages, be-
fore they shook hands.

Before the final, the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge 
greeted ball boys and girls as 

well as military personnel with 
Prince George in the Millen-
nium building.

Kate, who is patron of the 
All England Club, explained to 
George what the military per-
sonnel do, saying: “They look 
after everybody to make sure 
the crowds are safe and happy, 
doing the right thing, in the 
right seats, making sure the 
grounds are safe.” 

When asked about George 
coming to Wimbledon, she 
said to him: “Is this your first 
time? It is, isn’t it?” to which 
he replied: “Yes.” 

When asked why Charlotte 
was not there, she said: “It’s 
George’s treat today.” 

George was also asked 
who he was going to support 
and appeared too shy to an-
swer so William looked at him 
and whispered “Djokovic” be-
fore adding: “We’ll see how 
long it lasts. He’ll support the 
winner.”

Britain’s Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, hands the winner’s trophy 
to Serbia’s Novak Djokovic at Wimbledon on Sunday. (AFP)

Novak Djokovic’s wife, Jelena Ristic (2R) applauds close to Croatian 
coach Goran Ivanisevic (L) during the men’s singles final of 2022 
Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)



Tiger Woods turns on the style during practice
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

TIGER Woods ended his sec-
ond practice round at St An-
drews in style as he continued 
his preparations for the 150th 
Open Championship on Sun-
day.

Woods, who won two of 
his three Open titles on the 
Old Course in 2000 and 2005, 
drove the green on the par-
four 18th before leaving an 
eagle putt from around 20 feet 
short of the hole.

The 15-time major win-
ner was again accompanied 
by US PGA champion Jus-
tin Thomas, the pair having 
spent Saturday evening walk-
ing the course with a handful 
of clubs and hitting chips and 
putts on and around the vast 
greens.

Woods did not speak to 
waiting reporters, saying he 
would do so after Monday’s 
four-hole Champions Chal-
lenge.

The 46-year-old withdrew 
from the US PGA after a third 

round of 79 and skipped last 
month’s US Open to give his 
body more time to recover due 
to the lingering aftermath of 
the car accident in February 
last year which he said almost 
resulted in his right leg being 
amputated.

“This has been the one cir-
cled for him,” Thomas said. 
“He’s excited to be here. Over-
all, it is a much easier walk 
than Augusta National and 
Southern Hills.

“I feel about Tiger being 
here like I always do - he’s 
going to find a way to be just 
fine.” 

Woods was allowed to use 
a golf cart when he competed 
in the 36-hole JP McManus 
Pro-Am at Adare Manor at 
the start of the week and then 
played 18 holes with Rory 
McIlroy at Ballybunion on 
Thursday.

He will partner McIlroy, 
Lee Trevino and England’s 
Georgia Hall in the Champi-
ons Challenge, which takes 
place over the first, second, 
17th and 18th holes.

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

FERRARI’S Charles Leclerc 
ended a long dry spell when he 
impressively beat champion-
ship leader Max Verstappen of 
Red Bull for victory at the Aus-
trian Grand Prix on Sunday.

Leclerc triumphed for the 
first time in three months 
and third time of the season 
as Ferrari got their strategy 
right to get him back onto the 
podium for the first time in 
six races.

But it was a nervy finale 
for the Scuderia as first their 
second car from Carlos Sainz 
went up in flames after an 
engine failure, and Leclerc 
then complained about throt-
tle issues in the final laps, 
saying via team radio “I was 
really scared.” Leclerc won 
from Saturday’s sprint race 
winner Verstappen and Mer-
cedes’ Lewis Hamilton to 
return into second place in 
the championship, 38 points 
behind Verstappen and 19 
ahead of Sergio Perez who 
retired in the other Red Bull.

“I definitely needed that 
one. The last five races have 
been incredibly difficult for 
myself and for the team,” 
Leclerc said.

“To finally show that we 
have the pace in the car and 
we can do it is incredible. We 
need to push until the end.” 

Verstappen said: “It was a 
tricky day, it seemed like we 
were struggling a bit with the 
tyres and that continued on 
every single compound.

“I had too much degrada-
tion to really attack Charles 

especially but nevertheless 
second place is a good result 
on a difficult day.” 

Verstappen won the start 
into Red Bull’s home race 
while George Russell of Mer-
cedes got past Sainz for third 
but the Spaniard countered 
just seconds later to re-take 
third.

Perez then also tried to 
get past Russell but the cars 
touched when he cut inside 
coming out of turn four.

Perez spun into the gravel 
and dropped to last place be-
fore retiring later while Rus-
sell was given a five-second 
penalty over the incident but 
recovered to finish fourth.

Verstappen was unable to 

open a gap over Leclerc and 
was under attack from lap 10, 
defending himself well twice 
before Leclerc finally got the 
lead two laps later on the in-
side in turn four.

Verstappen pitted in lap 

14 and had to work his way up 
to third before regaining the 
lead when the Ferraris also 
picked up fresh rubbers.

Leclerc was back up front 
in lap 33, with Verstappen 
complaining about grip prob-

lems, and got past his rival a 
third time in lap 53 after all 
had made second stop.

But Ferrari had to sweat it 
out when last week’s British 
GP winner Sainz suffered his 
mishap - and got out of the 

burning car rather late - and 
Leclerc complained about 
throttle problems against 
a charging Verstappen but 
managed to bring the car 
home for victory.

“It was a really good race. 
The pace was there. At the 
beginning we had some good 
fights with Max and the end 
was incredibly difficult,” Ver-
stappen said.

“I had this issue with the 
throttle. It would get stuck at 
20 or 30 per cent throttle in 
the low speeds, so it was very 
tricky. We managed to make 
it stick until the end and I am 
so happy.” 

Seven-time world cham-
pion Hamilton was happy 

with a third straight third-
place finish after crashing in 
qualifying and coming eighth 
in the sprint.

“We made some improve-
ments this weekend so we 
just have to keep chipping 
away at it,” he said.

Mick Schumacher of Haas 
meanwhile drove into the 
points for the second straight 
time as he finished a career-
best sixth.

Pierre Gasly of Alpha 
Tauri and McLaren’s Lando 
Norris received five-second 
penalties for exceeding track 
limits too often, and Gasly 
another five over a collission 
with Aston Martin’s Sebas-
tian Vettel.

Ferrari’s Leclerc beats Verstappen 
at Red Bull home GP to end the rot

DPA
EVIAN-LES-BAINS (FRANCE)

TOUR de France leader Tadej 
Pogacar is concerned in the 
wake of a positive test from a 
team-mate that he could con-
tract the coronavirus through 
fans at the famous race.

UAE team-mate Vegard 
Stake Laengen had to quit 
the race along with French 
AG2R rider Geoffrey Boucha-
rd on Saturday, with another 
French rider, Guillaume Mar-
tin from the Cofidis team, fol-
lowing on Sunday as the third 
rider with a positive test.

Pogacar had said before 
the latest withdrawal that the 
passionate spectators pose a 

certain risk.
“Every day the people are 

yelling at you at the climbs. I 
like that. But it also raises the 
possibility of contracting the 
virus,” the two-time reigning 
champion said.

Pogacar said he hoped that 
Laengen caught the virus via a 
fan, that it had not entered the 
team bubble and “that we are 
safe until the end.” 

Martin’s German team-
mate Max Walscheid told dpa 
that the positive test was “sim-
ply bad luck” because the team 
did its best to protect itself.

“There is nothing you can 
do. Unfortunately this is part 
of it and we have to deal with 
it,” he added.

Most teams conduct regu-
lar voluntary tests among their 
riders and staff. The next man-
datory tests are scheduled for 
Monday, the second rest day 
of the race.

Apart from Laengen, 
Bouchard and Martin, six rid-
ers could not compete in the 
Tour at all after testing posi-
tive ahead of last week’s start 
in Copenhagen.

Slovenian Pogacar added 
he doesn’t see the coronavirus 
as an invisible rival, with rivals 
rather the riders from other top 
teams such as Jumbo and Ineos.

“Covid is not a rival. It is 
only a virus that can influence 
things and ruin a Tour,” he 
said.

Third Tour de France rider quits, leader 
Pogacar fears fans could spread Covid

F1 investigates ‘unacceptable’ 
behaviour of some fans in Austria

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

FORMULA One has con-
demned alleged abuse of fans 
by other spectators at the Aus-
trian Grand Prix weekend as 
“unacceptable” and is inves-
tigating together with the rel-
evant local authorities.

Seven-time world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton also said 
he was “disgusted and disap-
pointed” about the reported 
incidents at the Red Bull Ring 
where racing started Friday 
and the Grand Prix is later 
Sunday.

Social media posts suggest 
that a number of mainly fe-
male fans had to endure sexist, 
racist and homophobic slurs 
from others at the Spielberg 
course.

“We have been made aware 
of reports that some fans have 
been subject to completely un-
acceptable comments by oth-
ers at the event,” F1 said in a 
statement Sunday.

“We have raised this with 
the promoter and security and 
will be speaking to those who 
have reported these incidents 

and are taking this very seri-
ously. This kind of behaviour 
is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated and all fans should be 
treated with respect.” 

Hamilton said on Insta-
gram: “Disgusted an disap-
pointed to hear that some fans 
are facing racist, homophobic 
and generally abusive behav-
iour at the circuit this weekend.

“Attending the Austrian 
Grand Prix or any GP should 
never be a source of anxiety or 
pain for fans and something 
must be done that races are 
safe spaces for all.

“Please, if you see this 
happening, report it to circuit 
security and F1, we cannot sit 
back and allow this to contin-
ue,” he said.

Some 50,000 Dutch fans 
have come to Austria in sup-
port of title holder and champi-
onship leader Max Verstappen.

Some of them cheered 
when Hamilton crashed into 
the barriers during Friday 
qualifying, a week after Ver-
stappen was booed during an 
interview and cheered when 
he spun at the British GP 
weekend.

150th OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

Winner Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc lifts his trophy as he celebrates on the podium after 
the Formula One Austrian Grand Prix at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (L) congratulates Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles 
Leclerc celebrates after he won the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 1hr 24min 24.312sec, 2. Max Verstappen (NED/Red 
Bull) at 1.532sec, 3. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 41.217, 4. George Russell 
(GBR/Mercedes) 58.927, 5. Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault) 68.436, 6. Mick 
Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 7. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 1 
lap, 8. Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 9. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 1 lap, 11. Valtteri Bottas 
(FIN/Alfa Romeo) 1 lap, 12. Alex Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes) 1 lap, 13. Lance Stroll 
(CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 14. Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo) 1 lap, 15. 
Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 1 lap, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red 
Bull) 1 lap, 17. Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap
Fastest lap: Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
Retirements: Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull), Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes), 
Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP/Ferrari)

World championship standings
Drivers: 1. Max Verstappen (NED) 208 pts, 2. Charles Leclerc (MON) 170, 3. Sergio 
Perez (MEX) 151, 4. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP) 133, 5. George Russell (GBR) 128, 6. Lewis 
Hamilton (GBR) 109, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 64, 8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 52, 9. Valtteri 
Bottas (FIN) 46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 29, 11. Kevin Magnussen (DEN) 22, 12. 
Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 17, 13.Pierre Gasly (FRA) 16, 14. Sebastian Vettel (GER) 15, 
15. Mick Schumacher (GER) 12, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 17. Zhou Guanyu (CHN) 5, 
18. Alexander Albon (THA) 3, 19. Lance Stroll (CAN) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. 
Nico Hulkenberg (GER) 0
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 359 pts, 2. Ferrari 303, 3. Mercedes 237, 4. McLaren-
Mercedes 81, 5. Alpine-Renault 81, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. AlphaTauri-
Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 18, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar wearing 
the overall leader’s yellow jersey (L) cycles past the finish line during 
the 9th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 
192,9 km between Aigle in Switzerland and Chatel Les Portes du 
Soleil in the French Alps on Sunday. (AFP)

US golfer Tiger Woods plays his approach to the 17th green during a practice round for The 150th British 
Open Golf Championship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on Sunday. (AFP)

Chelsea agree deal to sign 
Sterling from Man City
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CHELSEA are set to complete 
the signing of Raheem Sterling 
having agreed a £47.5 million 
($57 million US) transfer fee 
with Manchester City, the PA 
news agency understands.

The 27-year-old is expect-
ed to undergo a medical in the 
next few days.

Chelsea hope the deal will 
be completed in time to allow 
the England forward to join 
the club’s pre-season tour in 
the United States.

Sterling has remained Chel-
sea’s top target this summer, 
even though the Blues were 
strongly linked with Leeds for-
ward Raphinha and his fellow 
Brazilian Richarlison.

Tottenham eventually 
signed Richarlison from Ever-
ton.

It is understood Sterling 
has agreed personal terms on 
a five-year contract with the 
option of a further 12 months.

Sterling joined City from 
Liverpool for an initial £44m 
in July 2015 and has played a 
key role in their success under 
Pep Guardiola.

He has won four Premier 
League titles, one FA Cup and 
three League Cups at the Eti-
had Stadium, and scored 131 
goals in 339 appearances for 
the reigning Premier League 
champions.

Sterling grew up in north-
west London and began his 
career at QPR before joining 
Liverpool in 2012.
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ICC
GALLE

ASOLID effort from the Sri 
Lankan middle-order, led by 
Dinesh Chandimal’s ton, has 
put Sri Lanka in a command-
ing position against Australia 
at stumps on day three on 
Sunday.

Sri Lanka may have lost 
Kusal Mendis early on Day 3 
but that did not deter them 
from chipping at Australia’s 
lead. 

Drawing from their con-
siderable experience, the vet-
eran duo of Angelo Mathews 
and Dinesh Chandimal frus-
trated the visiting bowlers and 
confidently notched up a half-
century partnership. 

Australia took the new ball 
five overs before the lunch 
break but were not able to 
make any inroads. The hosts 
went to lunch at 262/3 with 
Mathews on 49* and Chandi-
mal on 29*.

Chandimal should have 
been out caught behind on 
30 a few overs after the lunch 
break off Mitchell Starc. There 
was a huge appeal from Aus-
tralia but unfortunately, they 
had no reviews left. Ultra Edge 
showed a big inside edge. Wel-

coming the big reprieve that 
he got, Chandimal slammed 
the next delivery for a four 
through mid-off and there was 
no looking back.

He brought up his 22nd 
Test fifty sweeping through 
fine leg and despite a brief in-

terlude with tea being forced 
early due to rain, Sri Lanka 
continued in much the same 
fashion.

If not for the late wick-
ets from Australia, Sri Lan-
ka would have been fully in 
charge of the game. However, 

a couple of rash shots saw 
them lose two wickets in the 
final session.

After getting to his fifty 
on Test debut, a big score was 
there for the taking before a 
rare wild slog became Kamin-
du Mendis’ undoing. Mitchell 

Swepson got the ball to spin 
off the rough and castled him. 

Chandimal converted that 
fifty into his 13th Test hun-
dred, also helping Sri Lanka 
go into the lead.

Three overs later, Nathan 
Lyon lured Niroshan Dickwel-
la into a big shot. The south-
paw took the bait and was out 
caught by Pat Cummins at 
mid-on. 

Ramesh Mendis and 
Chadimal took Sri Lanka into 
stumps with a healthy lead of 
67.

Chandimal’s unbeaten ton puts 
Sri Lanka in control at Galle

QNA
MEXICO CITY

THE Mexican Football Associ-
ation has unveiled the national 
team’s home shirt for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The new shirt of the na-
tional team carries impres-
sions of the heritage of the 
Mexican team and its vari-
ous participations in World 
Cup tournaments. Made by 
Adidas, the new design of the 
team shirt carries the coun-
try’s national emblem, reflects 
cultural diversity, and the flag 
of Mexico in its three colors 
green, white and red.

The Mexican federation 
published a set of photos of 
the team’s members wearing 
the new shirt to announce it, 
and an invitation to Mexican 
fans to buy it and go to Qatar 
to support and encourage the 
team.

Mexico play in Group C 
with Argentina, Saudi Arabia 
and Poland, and will open 

their the tournament against 
Poland at Stadium 974 in Ras 

Abu Aboud on November 22.
Mexico are considered 

as one of the most attended 
teams in the World Cup fi-

nals, having qualified 16 times 
(1930, 1950, 1954, 1958, 1962, 

1966, 1970, 1978, 1986, 1994, 
1998, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 
2018) Their participation in 
Qatar will be the 17 in their 
history.

Mexico’s best results were 
in 1970 and 1986, when it 
hosted the tournament on 
both occasions and reached 
the quarter-finals.

Mexico, in partnership 
with Canada and the United 
States of America, are also to 
play host to the FIFA World 
Cup in 2026.

Mexico unveil new FIFA World Cup shirt for Qatar 2022

Made by Adidas, the new design of the team shirt carries the country’s national emblem, reflects cultural diversity, and the flag of Mexico in its three colors green, white and red.

ICC
NOTTINGHAM

SURYAKUMAR Yadav’s bril-
liant century went in vain as 
England held their nerve to 
win the high-scoring third 
T20I by 17 runs.

Chasing 216 for victory, In-
dia lost their top-order within 
a very short time. A huge 
119-run partnership between 
Suryakumar Yadav (117*) and 
Shreyas Iyer (28) followed 
and gave India a chance in 
the match. But English pulled 
back the game in their favour 
by taking wickets at crucial 
stages and denied the visitors 
a clean sweep. India won the 
series 2-1. 

After poor Powerplay re-
turns of 32/3 and 36/3 in the 
first and second T20Is respec-
tively, England openers finally 
clicked in the third match in 
Trent Bridge. Jos Buttler set 
the tone with two boundaries 
and a six in the second over 
while Jason Roy hit his way 
out of the rut with a six against 
Ravi Bishnoi.

Despite losing Buttler, 
England continued to motor 
on with Roy taking charge.

India struck back after the 
Powerplay by scalping Roy 
and Phil Salt in a span of three 
overs. However, Dawid Malan 
took the attack to the Indian 
bowlers and ensured that the 
quick wickets did not derail 
England’s innings.

With India bowling with 
exactly five bowling options, 
they had no choice but to bowl 
Ravindra Jadeja against Ma-
lan. The southpaw punished 
the left-arm spin of Jadeja and 
plundered a fifty off just 30 
balls. Livingstone, who was a 
little slow to start, started tee-
ing off to pile on India’s misery.

Ravi Bishnoi bowled a bril-
liant 16th over, giving away 
just two runs while snaring 
Malan and Moeen Ali. Eng-
land, though, managed to fin-
ish strong with 46 runs com-
ing off the last three overs.

India needed a strong start 
but England’s bowlers were on 
top from the  word go. Rishabh 
Pant was out caught behind in 
the second over. 

Virat Kohli too perished 
after showing a small glimpse 
of his prowess with a six and a 
four against David Willey.

India had lost their top 
three inside the Powerplay 
when Rohit Sharma holed out 
in the deep.

Staring down the barrel 
at 34/3, Suryakumar Yadav 
came to India’s rescue. 

On a pitch that was as-
sisting the off-pace balls, 
Suryakumar used his gifted 
wrists to milk boundaries off 
the England bowlers. While 
the rest of the batting strug-
gled to get going, the 31-year-
old looked at home.

Livingstone bore the brunt 
of Suryakumar’s brutal hitting, 
conceding two sixes and three 
fours off him. He brought up 
his fifty in just 32 balls and be-
came even more threatening 
after getting to the milestone. 

The next 52 runs came in 
just 16 as he became the fifth 
Indian to score a T20I hundred.

The ask of 21 runs off the 
final overs was too tall an order 
even with Harshal Patel at the 
crease as England held their 
nerve and wrapped up the game 
by 17 runs.
Scores: England- 215/7 (Dawid 
Malan 77, Liam Livingstone 
42*, Ravi Bishnoi 2/30) beat 
India 198/9 (Suryakumar Yadav 
117, Shreyas Iyer 28, Reece 
Topley 3/22) by 17 runs.

Suryakumar’s ton 
in vain as England 
avoid whitewash

Haaland arrives at Man City
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Mexico play in Group C 
with Argentina, Saudi 
Arabia and Poland, and 
will open their the tour-
nament against Poland 
at Stadium 974 in  
Ras Abu Aboud on 
November 22.

Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal (L) celebrates his century with Kamindu Mendis (R) as Australia’s captain 
Pat Cummins looks on during the third day of their second cricket Test at the Galle International Cricket 
Stadium in Galle, Sri Lanka, on Sunday. (AFP)

India’s Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during his knock of 117 runs 
as England wicket-keeper Jos Buttler looks on during the third T20I at 
Trent Bridge in Nottingham on Sunday. (AFP) 

Australia 1st innings 364 (M. Labuschagne 104, 
S. Smith 145 not out; Jayasuriya 6-118)
Sri Lanka 1st innings (overnight 184-2, K. Mendis 
84, A. Mathews 6)
P. Nissanka c Green b Starc  ...................................6
D. Karunaratne lbw b Swepson  ........................... 86
Kusal Mendis lbw b Lyon  ................................... 85
A. Mathews c Labuschagne b Starc  ................... 52
D. Chandimal not out  ........................................ 118
Kamindu Mendis b Swepson  .............................. 61
N. Dickwella c Cummins b Lyon  .............................5
R. Mendis not out  ..................................................7
Extras: (b3, lb6, w1, nb1)  .................................. 11
Total: (For 6 wickets, 149 overs)  ...................... 431
Yet to bat: M. Theekshana, P. Jayasuriya, K. Rajitha
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Nissanka), 2-164 
(Karunaratne), 3-186 (K. Mendis), 4-269 (Mathews), 
5-402 (Kamindu), 6-409 (Dickwella).
Bowling: Starc 19-2-47-2, Cummins 24-5-70-0 
(nb1), Lyon 56-5-160-2, Green 6-0-20-0 (w1), 
Swepson 32-2-90-2, Head 8-0-27-0, Labuschagne 
4-0-8-0.

Scoreboard

Klopp keen to repay fans for fervent welcome to Thailand
PA MEDIA/DPA

BANGKOK 

JURGEN Klopp was blown 
away by Liverpool’s remarka-
ble reception in Bangkok, lead-
ing him to jokingly ask whether 
rivals Manchester United had 
received a similarly fervent 
welcome to Thailand ahead of 
Tuesday’s glamour friendly.

The Reds headed straight 
from the plane into a wall of 
excitement in the Thai capital, 
where the bitter English rivals 
will meet in hot and humid 
conditions at the cavernous 
Rajamangala Stadium.

A sell-out crowd is expect-
ed for a match that has cap-
tured the locals’ imagination, 
with more than a thousand 
Liverpool supporters flock-
ing to Suvarnabhumi Airport 
on Sunday hoping to catch a 
glimpse of their heroes.

Klopp led the squad in a 
traditional Thai ceremony 
in the VIP arrivals area, be-
fore throngs of reporters and 
cameramen crammed into the 
room, which was hurriedly 
transformed into a chaotic 
press conference.

Jordan Henderson and 
James Milner looked taken 
aback as they took their seat 
alongside grinning Klopp, who 
was presented with a football 
featuring drawings of him and 
his players.

“First question I have, did 
it look like this yesterday when 
Manchester was here as well?” 

the German said before smil-
ing and shaking his head.

Those comments were fol-
lowed by a 10-minute press 
conference that was more a 
celebration of Liverpool’s visit 
to Thailand than a chance to 
quiz the manager and his play-
ers in any detail.

Henderson and Milner 
spoke briefly about the reception 
and ever-smiling Klopp took the 
chaotic set-up in his stride as he 
spoke about the glamour friend-
ly against United.

“Usually football matches 
are the most important thing 
for us but in this specific case it 

is really more for the people,” 
the Liverpool boss said.

“We brought here 37 play-
ers, so we have all generations 
here and we have to use all of 
them because the boys who 
were on international duty in 
the summer only arrived today 
pretty much and they cannot 
play too long.

“But we will try to give 
them a few minutes as well, so 
it will be really exciting.

“Manchester United - a 
new manager, trained a little 
bit longer than us so might be, 
I’m not sure, in a better situa-
tion in the moment.

“But we see it as an impor-
tant test because it’s against 
United and we don’t play 
friendlies, obviously both 
teams don’t play friendlies 
against each other, so we will 
see what we can do.”

 There was only a handful 
of questions before jet-lagged 
Klopp, Henderson and Milner 
were whisked out to the team 
coaches. Many fans had been at 
the airport for more than four 
hours. Some held home-made 
banners and pictures, while 
others clutched shirts with their 
favourite players on the back.

Some even parked up on 

the motorway route out of the 
airport to wave at the coaches, 
with Virgil van Dijk looking on 
in amazement from the back 
of one bus. There were many 
more Liverpool fans waiting 
for the team at their hotel and 
there will not be any let-up in 
that excitement heading into 
Tuesday’s friendly.

That match sees Erik ten 
Hag take charge of his first 
match as United boss and Liv-
erpool play for the first time 
since last month’s Champions 
League final defeat to Real 
Madrid.

Asked about his confi-
dence of winning trophies this 
season, Klopp said: “As con-
fident as possible. You never 
know, obviously, but I saw to-
day on the plane a squad full 
of quality.

“You always need a little 
bit of luck, how we all know, if 
you want to win a trophy.

“But to play a good season 
you need first and foremost 
consistency, that’s what it’s all 
about and that’s what we will 
try. I have no doubt about the 
quality of the boys.

“We brought in new play-
ers - yes, we lost a few players - 
but we brought in new players; 
if you want, fresh blood, really 
helpful. The boys will make 
pressure, which is important. 
We have five subs from now on 
in the Premier League as well - 
we have to get used to that, we 
have to adapt to that. I’m re-
ally looking forward to it.”

Liverpool players pose upon arrival at Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Bangkok on Sunday, ahead of 
the exhibition match between English Premier League teams Manchester United and Liverpool FC. (AFP)

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland takes part in a 
player unveiling event at the Etihad stadium in Manchester on Sunday 
as the club’s new summer signings presentation to supporters. (AFP)
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Qatar team in Yerevan to 
compete in International
Biology Olympiad 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S four-member team arrived 
in Yerevan, Armenia, yesterday to 
compete in the 2022 International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO), which will 
be held at Yerevan State University in 
Yerevan from July 10 to 18. The Olym-
piad will feature three observer coun-
tries, more than 240 international jury 
members and 500 foreign delegates.

The Olympiad’s official opening 
ceremony took place yesterday at the 
A. Spendiaryan National Academic 
Theater of Opera and Ballet.

As part of today’s event, Qatari stu-
dents will participate in a social pro-
gram, excursions, laboratory safety in-
structions, translation, and discussion 
of practical exams. On Tuesday, there 
will be practical exams (typically 4x1.5 
hours) as well as theoretical exam 
translation and discussion.

During a press conference on Mon-
day, Deputy Minister of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sport of Armenia 
Zhanna Andreasyan said that holding 
such international events in Armenia 
is becoming one of the key directions 
of the government’s policy. “In Sep-
tember Armenia will host the STAR-

MUS festival on science and art. In 
May the European Boxing Champion-
ship was held in Yerevan, next year we 
have plans to host the World Champi-
onship. We also attach importance to 
the holding of the 33rd International 
Biology Olympiad”, she said.

Students must take theoretical and 
practical exams during IBO. The theo-
retical exams consist of 100 tasks that 
are mostly closed-ended (e.g., multi-
ple true-false). These tasks cover all 
areas of biology and require students 
to apply their scientific knowledge in 
order to analyze advanced biological 
phenomena. The Practicals are usu-
ally divided into three or four labo-
ratories. Each Practical’s content do-
mains are announced approximately 
6-12 months before an IBO. Students 
demonstrate biological skills in the lab 
by conducting investigations and ana-
lyzing data.

The International Biology Olym-
piad is the organisation that organizes 
the world’s premier secondary school 
biology competition.

The IBO competition, by bring-
ing together gifted students, chal-
lenges and stimulates these students 
to broaden their talents and advance 
their careers as scientists.

Eid Al-Adha events at Katara engage children and families
QNA
DOHA

EID Al-Adha events offered by the Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation (Katara) to its audience con-
tinued on the second day amid a large mass 
presence of visitors from various nationalities 
and age groups.

Children’s activities ranged from colouring 
workshops, face painting, canvas painting, bal-
loon formation, ceramic painting and cartoon 
character shows.

The diverse and interesting theatrical per-
formances were admired by the children, and 
contained a bouquet of the most beautiful tales 
that mix the show with the shadow puppetry 
saturated with ideas, lessons and benefits, and 
presented with a fun dramatic template and 
graceful performance, that added joy and pleas-
ure in the hearts of the audience, leaving behind 
shadows, colors and a deep impact in the souls.

The entertainment and educational film 
shows presented by the Al Thuraya Planetar-
ium in building (41) in Katara also kicked off 
on Sunday, where the audience was waiting be-
tween five and seven in the evening for a selec-
tion of special shows presented daily until the 
last days of Eid Al-Adha, such as Polaris with 
3D technology, the universe, eight planets on 
the Milky Way, the star show, the astronaut 
with 3D technology, the perfect planet, space 
guards Zola.

Katara beach witnessed a huge turnout of 
swimming enthusiast, water games and sea 
lovers, who spent extraordinary times of pleas-
ure and delight on the beach.

Bisht: An elegant dress 
for men during religious 
and official ceremonies

QNA
DOHA

THE function of a dress is not 
limited to protection from heat 
and cold, but goes well beyond, 
and some clothes remain symbol-
ic and refuse to disappear. Every 
piece of clothing carries the scent 
of the earth and the warmth of 
the social environment, and each 
stitch tells of the skill of the crafts-
man and the development of his 
craft through times and ages.

The ‘Bisht’ comes on top of 
these clothes, which gathers at-
tention, and is worn by Qatari 
and Gulf men during religious 
ceremonies and on national and 
official occasions.

Salma Al-Nuaimi, a research-
er in heritage, said in a statement 
to Qatar News Agency (QNA) that 
the Qatari clothing industry is 
deeply rooted in history, and the 
Qatari Bisht is characterised by 
its softness.

She added: “As for the Bisht 
in Qatar, it was woven from a 
soft pile, where the women spun 
woolen threads very thinly and 
then woven, and the decorative 
ribbon on both sides of the chest 
and neck from the back is set.”

Al-Nuaimi pointed out that 
the fabrics were previously woven 
by hand, so they are not wide and 
do not exceed 110 centimeters in 
width. So, the Bisht is made of 
two pieces, an upper piece and a 
lower piece.

Among those who preserved 
the tradition of Bisht sewing in 
the traditional way inherited from 
father to grandfather is Musa 
Issa Albuhaleqa shop for Bisht in 
Souq Waqif.

Ahmed Musa Albuhaleqa, one 
of the most famous Bisht makers 
in Qatar, said in a statement to 
QNA that the Bisht is the symbol 
of attendance at weddings and 
occasions, as the sons follow their 
fathers in this deed.

He pointed out that the ma-
jority of young people when they 
come to the shop to buy the Bisht 
seek advice in choosing the most 
appropriate one for the occasion 

they intend to attend, such as 
marriage or travel.

He stated that some people 
still have suspicions about the 
colours as they vary according 

to different members of the soci-
ety: the father in his son’s wed-
ding ceremony tries to have the 
colour of his Bisht similar to his 
son, as well as for the father of 
the bride, he is keen on a certain 
colour.

Youssef Musa Albuhaleqa told 
QNA that the Bisht, throughout 
the ages, is the dress of the Ar-
abs and it used to distinguish the 
Arab person.

In addition, both Youssef 
and Ahmed Musa Albuhaleqa re-
vealed that the Bisht is the pride 
of Qatari and Gulf dress, so tour-
ists, both Arabs and foreigners, 
are keen to buy it as a souvenir of 
his visit to the country, and that 
some acquire it in order to pre-
sent it as a gift.

They explained that the Bisht 
needs special attention in order 
to preserve it, especially as it is 
expensive and is kept for a long 
period of time, even 30 years 
and more.


