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ELENA Rybakina came from 
behind to beat Tunisia’s Ons 
Jabeur 3-6, 6-2, 6-2, in the 
Wimbledon final to become 
the first player from Kazakh-
stan to win a Grand Slam sin-
gles title on Saturday.

Russia-born Rybakina, the 
17th seed who has been rep-
resenting Kazakhstan since 
2018, claimed her biggest ca-

reer success in 1 hour 47 min-
utes on first match point for 
her third title overall.

Her Russian heritage has 
been raised over the past days 
at the tournament which did 
not allow players from Russia 
and Belarus to compete in the 
wake of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

Rybakina has said she 
wants the war to end as soon 
as possible but also insisted 
she has been competing for 

Kazakhstan for several year.
The 23-year-old Rybakina 

received the Venus Rosewater 
Dish from the Duchess of Kent 
after her remarkable come-
back.

Third seed Jabeur had 
aimed to become the first 
player from the Arab world 
and the first African woman to 
win a major but found no an-
swer to Rybakina’s fightback 
and ended the match with two 
unforced errors.

“I was super nervous be-
fore the match. I’ve never felt 
something like this,” Rybakina 
said.

“It’s true I didn’t expect to 
be in the second week. To be a 
winner is just amazing. I don’t 
have the words to say how 
happy I am.” She added in the 
direction of Jabeur: “I want to 
thank Ons for the great match 
and everything you achieved. 
I think you are an inspiration 
for everybody. You have an 

amazing game, it was a joy to 
play against you and I learned 
so much today.

Jabeur quipped “Elena 
stole my title but it’s OK” but 
also said that “Elena played 
amazing and she deserves this.

“Hopefully next time it will 
be mine ... I love this tourna-
ment. I feel really sad but in 
tennis there is only one win-
ner. I’m trying to inspire peo-
ple from my country. I hope 
they are listening.” Jabeur, 

27, had the better start and 
won seven points in a row as 
she broke in the third game 
en route to a 3-1 lead and then 
went one set up with another 
eight unanswered points in 
the final two games.

But Rybakina converted 
her first break point in the 
opening game of the second 
set, saved four break points 
in her next two service games 
and levelled the sets two 
games later with an ace.

Rybakina, 23, kept up the 
momentum and broke Jabeur 
again at the start of the decider 
with a volley winner.

She then fought from 0-40 
down on her serve to hold 
for 4-2 with five unanswered 
points en route to victory two 
games later.

Jabeur finished with 24 
unforced errors after a mere 

six in the first set while Ry-
bakina’s more risky game saw 
her compile 33 unforced er-
rors but also 29 winners, 12 
more than Jabeur.

Russian media has cel-
ebrated Rybakina’s success, 
while she herself sought to be 
diplomatic about her victory.

Cheered on by the presi-
dent of the Kazakh tennis fed-
eration, Rybakina said: “He 
came to watch and support 
me from the semis. He was al-
ways on the phone through the 
weeks, through the matches, 
supporting me.

So I’m really, really grate-
ful for everything.” “I’m play-
ing for Kazakhstan for a very, 
very long time,” Rybakina 
said. “I represent (the country) 
in the biggest tournaments, 
Olympics, which was a dream 
come true.”

Rybakina rallies to beat Jabeur 
for historic Wimbledon crown
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NOVAK Djokovic is happy to 
see Nick Kyrgios living up to his 
potential by reaching a Wim-
bledon final, even though he 
knows the danger that poses.

The Australian had not 
been beyond the fourth round 
at a Grand Slam for seven years 
prior to this tournament and 
has spoken openly about his 
mental struggles and reluctance 
to fully commit to the sport.

Now ranked 40th, Kyrgios 
skipped the whole clay-court 
season to stay at home in 
Australia but has made no se-
cret of his ambitions at Wim-
bledon, where he first broke 
through as a teenager in 2014.

Djokovic said: “In a way it’s 
a surprise because of his rank-
ing. He has never reached a 
grand slam final. So maybe not 
too many people are giving him 
big chances to reach the finals.

“I think, between us play-
ers, we always know how 
dangerous he is, on grass par-
ticularly, because of his game, 
because of his attitude on the 
court being so confident, just 
going for it, being a very com-
plete player.

“It seems like mentally he’s 
at a better state than where he 
was some years ago. These are 
the occasions he loves, where 
he thrives, in a big stage. So in 
a way it’s also not a surprise 
for me that he’s there.

“Honestly, as a tennis fan, 
I’m glad that he’s in the finals 
because he’s got so much tal-
ent. Everyone was praising him 
when he came on the tour, ex-
pecting great things from him.

“Of course, then we know 
what was happening through-
out many years with him men-
tally, emotionally. On and off 
the court, a lot of different 
things that were distracting 
him and he was not being able 
to get this consistency.

“For the quality player that 

he is, this is where he needs to 
be, and he deserves to be.” 

While Djokovic has the 
Grand Slam experience on his 
side, Kyrgios can take confi-
dence from the fact he is one of 
only three players - along with 
Jiri Vesely and Marat Safin - to 
hold a winning record against 
the 20-time grand slam cham-
pion from multiple meetings.

They have played twice 
before, both on hard courts in 
2017, with Kyrgios, who is bid-
ding to become the first Aus-

tralian man to claim a Grand 
Slam singles title since Lleyton 
Hewitt here 20 years ago, win-
ning in straight sets on each 
occasion.

While he has had his run-
ins with both Djokovic and Ra-
fael Nadal in the past, Kyrgios 
has spoken graciously about 
both this week and has great 
respect for what they have 
been able to achieve.

“I don’t think anyone will 
fill those shoes,” said the Aus-
tralian. “I feel like if I ever am 

able to lift a grand slam tro-
phy, please don’t put the pres-
sure on me to do another one.

“The one thing for sure, 
whether I win or lose on Sun-
day, I’m going to be happy. It’s 
such a great achievement that 
I thought I’d never be a part 
of. Especially at 27. I thought 
it was the later stages of my ca-
reer. But I just never thought 
it would be right here. I have 
a chance.” 

Djokovic will contest his 
32nd Grand Slam final and 

eighth at Wimbledon, where 
the only player to beat him at 
this stage was Andy Murray in 
2013.

Victory on Sunday would 
bring him a 21st slam title, put-
ting him ahead of Roger Feder-
er and one behind Nadal.

Despite all his experience, 
it was Djokovic who struggled 
with nerves early on in his 
semi-final against Cameron 
Norrie before recovering to 
win in four sets.

“I’m aware of what’s on 

the line,” said the 35-year-old, 
who, unless things change, 
will be unable to play at either 
the US Open or next year’s 
Australian Open.

“Every match, every grand 
slam that I get to play at this 
stage of my career, there is a lot 
on the line. I don’t know how 
many Grand Slam opportunities 
to win the trophy I will still have.

“So, of course, I’m ap-
proaching it with positive at-
titude and self-belief and will-
ingness to win.”

Djokovic aware of how ‘dangerous’ Kyrgios will be in final
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Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina celebrates with the Venus Rosewater Dish trophy as she shows it to crowd from the Centre court balcony after winning the women’s singles final 
against Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur at the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Saturday. Rybakina won 3-6, 6-2, 6-2. (AFP)

Ons Jabeur celebrates with her runners-up trophy. 

Elena Rybakina celebrates with the Venus Rosewater Dish trophy.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (left) will face Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (right) in the men’s singles final of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships on Sunday. Djokovic is seeking his 21st Grand Slam title and Kyrgios his first. (AFP)



Portugal fight from two goals down for a draw vs Switzerland
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

JESSICA Silva’s equalizer ensured the 
battle of the Group C underdogs ended 
all square as Portugal fought back from 
from 2-0 down against Switzerland to 
take a point at the women’s Euro 2022.

Trailing to goals from Coumba Sow 
and Rahel Kiwic inside the opening five 
minutes at Leigh Sports Village, Fran-
cisco Neto’s side, only at the finals as 
a result of Russia’s expulsion, hit back 
through Diana Gomes and Silva to 
claim a 2-2 draw.

They might have taken all three 
points had substitute Telma Encarna-
cao not been thwarted by a post at the 
death.

With defending champions Neth-
erlands and Sweden to come, that may 
not be enough to progress with both 
teams knowing before kick-off the 
game was essentially a must-win affair.

Switzerland, who had skipper Lia 
Walti winning her 100th cap, got off to 
a dream start when, with barely a min-
ute gone, Sow latched on to a loose ball 
25 yards out and smashed a shot across 
the scrambling keeper Ines Pereira and 
inside the far post.

Pereira was picking the ball out of 
her net for a second time with less than 

five minutes gone after defender Kiwic 
had timed her run perfectly to meet 
Ramona Bachmann’s free-kick and 
head home.

The shell-shocked Portuguese 
gradually worked their way into the 
game with striker Silva prominent, but 
they rarely looked like reducing the def-

icit as the Swiss defence - marshalled 
by Bachmann and Viola Calligaris - 
held firm with little real difficulty.

Silva fired over seven minutes fol-
lowing the restart after turning smartly 
on the edge of the box, but her side’s 
plight might have worsened seconds 
later when Bachmann found space on 
the left but fired across the face of goal 
with Ana-Maria Crnogorcevic begging 
in vain for a pull-back.

However, Portugal were back in 
it with 58 minutes gone when, after 
Swiss keeper Gaelle Thalmann had 
made a fine save to keep out Gomes’ 
firm header from Ana Borges’ corner, 
the central defender bundled the re-
bound over the line.

They were level within eight min-
utes when Silva got ahead of Calligaris 
to apply a sublime finish to Tatiana 
Pinto’s cross.

Dolores Silva saw a 70th-minute 
free-kick beaten away by Thalmann 
and Diana Silva passed up two good 
opportunities before Switzerland’s 
Geraldine Reuteler and Sow were de-
nied a winner by the woodwork and 
full-back Catarina Amado respectively.

But Encarnacao was equally un-
fortunate not to snatch victory with 
two minutes remaining when her shot 
came back off the post.

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

RED Bull’s Max Verstappen 
held off his Ferrari rivals to 
win a sprint race at the Austri-
an Grand Prix on Saturday to 
extend his lead atop the For-
mula One championship.

Title holder Verstappen 
won the 23-lap event from 
pole ahead of Ferrari drivers 
Charles Leclerc and Carlos 
Sainz and the victory also gives 
him pole position for Sunday’s 
full race.

George Russell was fourth 
for Mercedes, Sergio Perez 
rose from 13th at the start to 
fifth in the other Red Bull, and 
Russell’s team-mate Lewis 
Hamilton salvaged at least 

one point in eighth - the day 
after he and Russell had both 
crashed in qualifying.

Verstappen tops the cham-
pionship with 189 points and 
is now 38 points ahead of 
Perez and 44 clear of Leclerc, 
and like two months at the 
Emilia-Romagna GP will be 
eyeing full 34 points from 
sprint and race wins plus fast-
est lap Sunday.

“It was a decent race. We 
had good start in the begin-
ning and after that we were 
very closely matched. It was 
good, it was like a sprint 
should go, quite flat out,” said 
Verstappen who won in front 
of thousands of fellow Dutch 
fans in the stands.

“In the first few laps [the 

Ferraris] were also fighting 
a little bit, so I had a bit of a 
gap. After that I think we were 
quite similar in pace.

“I think tomorrow it’s go-

ing to be a quite interesting 
battle again.

The car is good. There’s a 
few things to fine tune but over-
all we have been really competi-

tive again this weekend.” 
Leclerc said: “Tomorrow is 

the race and hopefully we can 
have as good a start as today 
and put a bit more pressure on 
Max.

“I had a small fight with 
Carlos and towards the end I 
started to push. I was gaining 
a little bit, but it was very close 
overall.” 

The original start was 
aborted and another forma-
tion lap ordered after Zhou 
Guanyu’s Alfa Romeo stalled, 

got going again but had to 
start from the pitlane.

That was still better than 
Fernando Alonso who had to 
retire his Alpine with a techni-
cal problem before the start.

Verstappen narrowly won 
the start while Sainz passed 
Leclerc in turn one, only to 
loose second place again to his 
team-mate later in the open-
ing lap.

Further back Pierre Gasly’s 
Alpha Tauri was spun around 
after contact with Lewis Ham-

ilton’s Mercedes but able 
to continue. He later also 
touched with Sebastian Vettel 
whose Aston Martin spun off.

Verstappen pulled away up 
front as the two Ferraris bat-
tled fiercely for second place 
and was never troubled en 
route to victory and pole posi-
tion Sunday.

Valtteri Bottas of Alfa Ro-
meo will meanwhile start the 
race race from the back of the 
grid over power unit change 
penalties.

Verstappen holds off Ferraris for 
sprint race win and Austria pole

Vettel handed suspended fine
SEBASTIAN Vettel of Aston 
Martin has been handed a 
suspended $25,400 fine for 
storming out of the Formula One 
drivers’ briefing, governing body 
FIA said on Saturday.
The incident happened on 
Friday, when the German left 
the drivers’ meeting “without 
permission, and expressing 
frustration at the meeting,” the 
FIA statement reads.
FIA continued, saying that driv-

ers are “not free to leave when 
they want, this being a breach 
of the requirement to attend. 
Drivers at this level are role 
models for every driver around 
the world and in the opinion of 
the stewards Vettel failed to 
live up to that standard in this 
case.” 
According to media reports, 
tensions flared over the current 
implementation of rules and 
officiating. (DPA)

(L-R) Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen, Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc and Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr com-
pete during the sprint qualifying at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday, ahead of the F1 Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen competes in the sprint qualifying at the Red Bull Ring race 
track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday, ahead of the F1 Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

Grid for the Austrian GP, shaped by the finishing order 
of Saturday’s sprint at the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg:
Front row
Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari)
2nd row
Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
3rd row
Sergio Pérez (MEX/Red Bull)
Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)
4th row
Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) Lewis Hamilton 
(GBR/Mercedes)
5th row
Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari)
Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)

6th row
Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes)
Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
7th row
Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row
Alex Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes)
Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
9th row
Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) Sebastian 
Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
10th row
Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault)
Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
Note: Bottas starts at back after penalties for new 
power unit components.

Scoreboard

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton reacts after the sprint qualifying 
at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday. (AFP)

Hamilton says ‘mind-blowing’ 
that people cheered his crash

PA MEDIA/DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

LEWIS Hamilton has taken 
aim at Max Verstappen’s sup-
porters by saying it is “mind-
blowing” they cheered his 
crash at the Austrian Grand 
Prix.

Hamilton ended up in the 
tyre wall after he lost control 
of his Mercedes at 140mph 
(225 kilometre per hour) in 
qualifying on Friday night.

The British driver, who 
started ninth and finished 
one place higher in Satur-
day’s sprint race, emerged un-
scathed from the accident. But 
not before Verstappen’s or-
ange-clad army had celebrated 
his demise.

“I don’t agree with any of 
that, no matter what,” said 
Hamilton. “A driver could 
have been in hospital, and you 
are going to cheer that? 

“It is mind-blowing that 
people would do that, knowing 
how dangerous our sport is. I 
was grateful I didn’t end up in 
hospital and I wasn’t heavily 
injured.” 

Red Bull’s Verstappen, 
who won Saturday’s 23-lap 
dash at the Red Bull Ring to 
extend his championship lead 
and ensure he starts from the 
front for Sunday’s Austrian 
Grand Prix, was booed by 
Hamilton’s fans after he put 
his Red Bull on pole at Silver-
stone last weekend.

Hamilton continued: `”ou 
should never cheer someone’s 
downfall or someone’s injury.

“It shouldn’t have hap-
pened at Silverstone - even 

though it wasn’t a crash - and 
it shouldn’t have happened 
here.” 

Hamilton has endured a 
trying weekend in the Styrian 
mountains. The seven-time 
world champion is compet-
ing in the spare car following 
the extensive damage he sus-
tained in his high-speed quali-
fying smash.

He was then involved in an 
accident after the opening me-
tres of Saturday’s race when 
he became the meat in an Alex 
Albon-Pierre Gasly sandwich.

Hamilton’s front-right tyre 
made contact with Gasly’s left-
rear wheel, sending the French 
driver briefly up in the air and 
into a spin.

Hamilton was able to con-
tinue but dropped two places. 
He fought his way past Albon 
on the fourth lap and then 
overtook Alfa Romeo’s Valt-
teri Bottas on lap eight before 
eventually getting his way 
round Mick Schumacher with 
two laps remaining.

“I got a bit of wheelspin 
and I was under attack from 
the cars around me,” said 
Hamilton. 

“Pierre moved over on me 
so I had nowhere to go.

“It wasn’t particularly the 
most fun of races. I was so 
lucky [to get round the first 
lap] and I am grateful to have 
finished and get one point.” 

Sixty thousand spectators 
have travelled from Holland 
to Austria to turn this week-
end’s event into a home race 
for Verstappen and he did not 
disappoint with a composed 
performance from pole.

 Aston Martin’s German driver Sebastian Vettel drives into the gravel 
during the sprint qualifying in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday. (AFP)

Ecclestone issues apology
PA MEDIA/DPA
SPIELBERG, AUSTRIA 

BERNIE Ecclestone has issued 
an apology for his controver-
sial comments about Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

In a recent interview on 
ITV’s Good Morning Britain, 
the former Formula One boss, 
91, said he would “take a bul-
let” for Putin, describing him 
as a “first-class person.” 

Ecclestone also said Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine was 
not “intentional,” and Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
could have done more to avert 
the conflict.

But in a video broadcast on 
Sky Sports on Saturday, Eccle-
stone said: “It would probably 
be good for me to get some 
things off my chest as well, 
things that have been bother-
ing me about what I said and 
what people think I’ve said.

“Often people, I think, 
come out and say things or do 
things without really too much 

thinking. Probably I did the 
same, and I can understand 
people thinking I’m defend-
ing what he’s done in Ukraine, 
which I don’t.

“I was brought up dur-
ing the war, the last war, so I 
know what it’s like. And I feel 
sorry for the people in Ukraine 
having to suffer for something 
they haven’t done.

“They’ve done nothing 
wrong. They didn’t start any-
thing. They want to get on with 
their lives.

“They want the kids to go 
to school, and try and go to 
work and earn a living to keep 
the family going. So they don’t 
deserve to have to suffer. It’s 
not good for anybody. I can’t 
see anyone getting anything 
out of this, and I think they 
should get together and get an 
agreement.

“I’m sorry if anything I’ve 
said has upset anybody be-
cause it certainly wasn’t in-
tended.” 

Seven-time world champi-

on Lewis Hamilton was deeply 
critical of Ecclestone’s com-
ments, saying he should not be 
provided with a platform to air 
his views.

“We don’t need any more 
of it,” said Hamilton ahead of 
last weekend’s British Grand 
Prix. “To hear from someone 
that believes in the war, and 
the displacement of millions 
of people and killing of thou-
sands people, and supporting 
that person (Putin) who is do-
ing that, is beyond me. I can-
not believe I heard that today.

“It is affecting all those 
people out there and people 
around the world. This is go-
ing to put us back decades, 
and we have yet to see the real 
brunt of the pain.

“So, why? We do not need 
to be supporting that but look-
ing into the future. We need 
more positivity. If you don’t 
have anything positive to con-
tribute to where we want to be 
going and where we want to 
be, don’t give them any space.”

Portugal’s striker Jessica Silva celebrates scoring her team’s second goal with team-
mates during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Group C match between Portugal and 
Switzerland at Leigh Sports Village stadium in England on Saturday. (AFP)
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AGENCIES
GALLE

THERE needed to be no re-
minder of the bigger, and far 
more important, picture play-
ing out in Sri Lanka but on a 
day of extraordinary scenes 
around the country the crick-
eters managed to focus on 
their task at hand and put to-
gether a tremendous fightback 
against Australia, reports esp-
ncricinfo.com.

ICC adds: Sri Lanka fought 
back hard on day two – bowl-
ing out Australia for 364 – be-
fore brilliant knocks from Di-
muth Karunaratne and Kusal 
Mendis helped them to 184/2.

Resuming day two at 
298/5, Australia were in a 
commanding position, with 
the aim of batting Sri Lanka 
out of the contest. But the Sri 
Lankan bowlers, especially 
debutant Prabath Jayasuriya 
had other plans. Wicketkeep-
er-batter Alex Carey would be 
the first one to be dismissed on 
Day 2, falling for 28, trying to 
attempt an audacious reverse-
sweep against Jayasuriya.

Jayasuriya would clinch his 
five-wicket haul, with Mitchell 
Starc edging one to first slip for 
1. Skipper Pat Cummins too 
couldn’t last long, with Kasun 
Rajitha trapping him lbw for 5. 
Jayasuriya’s debut Test would 
become all the memorable, 
as he got his sixth by scalping 
Lyon for 5. 

Sri Lanka’s valiant fight-
back would be complete when 
Mitchell Swepson fell for 3 
against Maheesh Theekshana, 
with Australia being bowled out 
for 364. Steve Smith would be 
left stranded at the other end, 
remaining unbeaten on 145. 

Pathum Nissanka’s strug-
gles against pace continued as 
he was dismissed by Mitchell 

Starc on 6, going for a flashy 
poke. That would be the only 
joy that the Australian bowlers 
would enjoy for a substantial 
period of time. 

Skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne and Kusal Mendis 
embarked on a brilliant stand, 
with the Australian bowlers 
looking largely hapless against 
the patient approach of the 
pair. Both the players would 
bring up their half-centuries, as 
the Australians grew desperate 

to break the stand. 
With the day approaching 

its final phase and the total 
crossing 160, the visitors were 
now in desperate need of a 
breakthrough. 

The 152-run stand be-
tween Karunaratne and Kusal 
was finally broken by Mitch-
ell Swepson. The Sri Lankan 
captain was beaten for pace 
and trapped plumb in front of 
the stump by the leg-spinner. 
Karunaratne reviewed the call 

but to no avail, walking back 
for a well-made 86. 

The wicket gave Australia 
some relief before the close 
of play. Kusal (84*) and An-
gelo Mathews (6*) ensured 
that the hosts did not lose any 
more wickets, closing day two 
at 184/2, trailing Australia by 
180 runs. But with the Sri Lan-
kan anchor back in the hut, 
Australia will back themselves 
to get some early wickets on 
day three.

Karunaratne, Kusal lead Sri 
Lanka’s fightback at Galle

Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne plays shot on the second day play of the second cricket Test against  
Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Saturday. (AFP)
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Haku wins Amir Cup Bowling
QNA
DOHA

FINNISH Thomas Kaiu Haku 
won HH the Amir’s Bowling 
Cup championship title after 
his victory in the final on Fri-
day evening against Emirati 
Ahmed Al Mahri. Haku won 
410-355 points.

Qatari Yousef Al Jaber fin-
ished third in the tournament, 
which was organized by Qatar 
Bowling Association over eight 
consecutive days at the Qatar 
Bowling Center with the par-
ticipation of the most promi-
nent ranked players including 
Thai Anoop Aronsarnon.

The round of 16 saw six 
Qatari players, namely Yousef 
Al Jaber, Jassim Al Muraikhi, 
Badr Al Sada, Jassem Al Diab, 
Mansour Al Hajri and Nasser 
Al Sahouti, but only three of 
them qualified for the quarter-
finals, which Youssef Al Jaber 
won. Ali Nasser Al Sahouti, 
and Jassim Al Muraikhi lost to 
Emirati Ahmed Al Mahri.

The championship 
had a total prize money of 
US$102,000 which was dis-
tributed among the places 
from the first to 48th with the 
winner receiving $20,000 and 
the runner-up $12,000.

Haku expressed his happi-
ness on winning the title after 
fierce competition in the final 
from Al Mahri, and before that 
in the semi-final from Qatari 
Al Jaber. He stressed on his 
keenness to participate in this 
tournament annually because 
it is considered one of the best 
tournaments due to its good 
organization and presence of 
top players. 

He pointed out that the 
tournaments held in Qatar are 
the best organizational wise 
and technically in this part of 
the world given the top facili-
ties provided by Qatar federa-
tion.

For his part, Qatar’s 
Youssef Al Jaber expressed 
his satisfaction with the re-
sult he achieved, pointing out 

his ambition was to win the 
championship title, especially 
since he made a good start 
and topped the overall stand-
ings in the early stages. But in 
the semi-final a poor start in 
the first attempts saw Haku 
gain edge.

Al Jaber thanked the Qa-
tar Bowling Federation for its 
great interest in the players of 
the Qatari team, who showed 
good levels in the tournament, 
which witnessed the great 
participation of players from 
Asian, Arab and Gulf coun-
tries.

For his part, Salem Al Mar-
zouqi, Board Member of Qa-
tar Bowling Association and 
Tournament Director, praised 
the high technical level in the 
tournament. He applauded 
Qatar players’ performance as 
the competition was strong. 
It is also a good preparation 
for the national team players 
ahead of the Arab Champion-
ship, which will be held next 
August in Egypt, he stressed.

Australia 1st innings 
(Overnight 298-5, Smith 109, Carey 16)
U. Khawaja b R. Mendis  37
D. Warner b Rajitha  5
M. Labuschagne st Dickwella b Jayasuriya  104
S. Smith not out  145
T. Head b Jayasuriya  12
C. Green lbw b Jayasuriya  4
A. Carey c R. Mendis b Jayasuriya  28
M. Starc c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  1
P. Cummins lbw b Rajitha  5

N. Lyon lbw b Jayasuriya  5
M. Swepson lbw b Theekshana  3
Extras: (b5, lb6, w1, nb3)  15
Total: (All out, 110 overs)  364
Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Warner), 2-70 (Khawaja), 3-204 
(Marnus Labuschagne), 4-238 (Head), 5-252 (Green), 
6-329 (Carey), 7-333 (Starc), 8-338 (Cummins), 9-345 
(Lyon), 10-364 (Swepson).
Bowling: Rajitha 25-4-70-2 (w1, nb3), R. Mendis 33-1-
117-1, Theekshana 16-2-48-1, Jayasuriya 36-3-118-6.

Sri Lanka 1st innings
P. Nissanka c Green b Starc  6
D. Karunaratne lbw b Swepson  86
K. Mendis not out  84
A. Mathews not out   6
Extras: (b1, w1)  2
Total: (For 2 wickets, 63 overs)  184 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Nissanka), 2-164 (Karunaratne)
Bowling: Starc 12-2-28-1, Cummins 13-4-34-0, Lyon 
21-1-69-0, Green 3-0-8-0 (w1), Swepson 11-2-31-1, 
Head 3-0-13-0.

Scoreboard

TOUR DE FRANCE

Van Aert takes stage eight Tour 
glory as Pogacar extends lead
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

WOUT Van Aert and Tadej 
Pogacar once again took the 
glory on stage eight of the 
Tour de France as Van Aert 
snatched his second victory of 
the week and Pogacar extend-
ed his lead in the yellow jersey.

After hopes of a breakaway 
success were extinguished as 
the race moved into Switzer-
land, Van Aert had the power 
to beat Michael Matthews in 
an uphill sprint to the Olym-
pic Stadium in Lausanne, but 
Pogacar, ever hungry for suc-
cess, was in the mix too as he 
came home in third.

And such is the appetite 
of a rider who has been com-
pared to ‘The Cannibal’ Eddy 
Merckx in recent days that the 
23-year-old tried to fight for 
what would have been a third 
stage win in as many days, and 
sounded disappointed when 
he could only manage third 
place.

“It was not that far away 
but it was a fun game today,” 
said the UAE Team Emirates 
rider said. “It was a long day, 
getting more hot and there 
were a lot of dangerous points.

“The last climb I liked. For 
the sprint maybe I hesitated 
a bit and Van Aert passed me 
with super speed. For sure I’m 
a little bit disappointed but 
third place is still great.” 

The Slovenian can con-
sole himself with having used 
bonus seconds to extend his 
overall lead to 39 seconds 
from Van Aert’s Jumbo-Visma 
team-mate Jonas Vingegaard.

The Ineos Grenadiers’ Ge-
raint Thomas sits third, 74 
seconds down going into Sun-
day’s mountain stage to the 
Portes du Soleil ski resort in 
Chatel.

This stage into Switzerland 

looked ideal for a large breaka-
way to go down the road and 
contest the honours, but only 
three riders - Mattia Cattaneo, 
Frederik Frison and Britain’s 
Fred Wright - had gone clear 
before a crash split the pelo-
ton.

Pogacar took a tumble 
but described it as “one of the 
softest crashes I ever experi-
enced.” 

Thomas, David Gaudu and 
Romain Bardet were among 
those held up, so the pack sat 
up to allow a regrouping, leav-
ing three-strong break dan-
gling up the road in a doomed 
mission.

Team BikeExchange-
Jayco, working for Matthews, 
and Van Aert’s Jumbo-Visma 
squad dragged them back on 
the roads to Lausanne, but 
it was UAE Team Emirates 
squad on the front as Pogacar 
rode up the 12 per cent ramps 
of the final climb in third 
wheel, making this another 
general classification fight.

Matthews lit up his sprint 
first but had to settle for a sec-
ond second place of the Tour 
while Van Aert added to his 
stage four win into Calais after 
spending four days in yellow 
earlier this week - extending 
his advantage in the points 

classification in the process.
“Of course I’m super happy 

with the points for green up 
for grabs today,” the Belgian 
said. “Today was a big chance 
to take a lot of points from 
my competitors and I’m re-
ally pleased my team put eve-
rything into chasing down the 
breakaway. Then you have to 
finish it off.” 

Pogacar lost team-mate 
Vegard Stake Laengen before 
the start, one of two riders 
along with Geoffrey Bouchard 
to test positive for Covid-19, 
but neither that nor that early 
crash could do anything to 
shake his grip on the race as he 

seeks a third consecutive title.
Thomas is hoping the 

mountains still to come can be 
the territory where the Ineos 
Grenadiers - who have Adam 
Yates in fourth place over-
all, Tom Pidcock seventh and 
Dani Martinez 10th, all within 
two minutes - can use their 
numbers against him, but the 
size of the challenge is clear.

“He’s an unbelievable tal-
ent,” Thomas said of Pogacar.

“He’s lost a team-mate 
today but I don’t think that’s 
going to affect him. What can 
you do? We’ll just try to stay 
positive and use our numbers 
later on in the race.”

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert (C) celebrates as he cycles to the finish line to win the 8th stage ahead of Team Bikeex-
change-Jayco team’s Australian rider Michael Matthews (L) and UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar (R) during the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 186,3 km between Dole in eastern France and Lausanne in Switzerland, on Saturday. (AFP)

ANI
BIRMINGHAM

FOLLOWING his side’s T20I 
series win over England after 
a 49-run in the second match, 
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma 
lauded all-rounder Ravindra 
Jadeja’s knock, calling it a 
‘brilliant one under pressure’.

India’s pace attack led by 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jas-
prit Bumrah delivered tight 
bowling performances to help 
the visitors clinch the T20 se-
ries after bundling out Eng-
land for 121 runs in 17 overs in 
the second T20I here at Bir-
mingham on Saturday. 

England had an extremely 
disappointing day with the 
bat. The highly-attacking bat-
ting line-up could not live up 
to its hype again, fizzling out in 
front of Indian pacers. 

Indians moved on from 
their slightly-off batting per-
formance in the first half to 
bundle out hosts for 121 and 
capture the series. 

Only Moeen Ali (35) and 
David Willey (33*) could put 
up some decent scores. 

The foundation for amaz-
ing exhibition of bowling was 
laid by Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
in the powerplays.

Earlier, England pacers, 
led by Richard Gleeson and 
Chris Jordan, dominated the 
Indian batters as they posted 
170/8 in their 20 overs, with 

efforts from captain Sharma 
(31) and Jadeja (46*) proving 
extremely valuable for the visi-
tors.

“We know how good they 
are as a team, not just in Eng-
land but everywhere they go. 
When you win games there 
is confidence and it is impor-
tant how the boys feel. I really 
wanted to see how we perform 
after a team and challenge 
ourselves as a group. 

“Brilliant knock under 
pressure. We wanted some-
one to bat through and get us 
a score, Jadeja had scored a 
hundred here and he carried 
on from there. 

“We understand the im-
portance of the powerplay, 
be it scoring runs or taking 
wickets. We look forward to 
another game tomorrow,” said 
the skipper at the post-match 
presentation.

Coming to the match, 
chasing 171, England got off a 
terrible start as they lost their 
opener Jason Roy at the very 
first ball of the innings. Roy 
edged a ball bowled by Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar straight in 
the hands of captain Rohit 
Sharma at the slips.
Brief Scores: India: 170/8 
(Ravindra Jadeja 46*, Rohit 
Sharma 31, Chris Jordan 4/27) 
beat England: 121 in 17 overs 
(Moeen Ali 35, David Willey 
33*, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 3/15) 
by 49 runs. 

Rohit lauds Jadeja’s 
knock as India win

India’s Ravindra Jadeja in action during the second T20 match against 
England at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Saturday. (AFP)
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AMIR PERFORMS EID AL-ADHA PRAYER

AMIR RECEIVES WELL-WISHERS ON EID AL-ADHA

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani performed Eid 
Al-Adha prayer at Al Wajba praying 
area on Saturday morning. Personal 
Representative of HH the Amir HH 
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani and HE Sheikh Jassim bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani joined HH the Amir to 
offer the prayer. Also performing the 
prayer were Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani, Speaker 
of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim and a number 
of Their Excellencies Sheikhs, minis-
ters, members of the Shura Council, 
ambassadors, as well as citizens. His 
Eminence Sheikh Dr Thaqeel Sayer Al 
Shammari, who is a judge of the Court 
of Cassation and Supreme Judiciary 
Council member, led the prayer and 
delivered the Eid sermon. (QNA)

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani received scores of well-wishers on the advent of Eid Al-Adha at Al Wajba Palace on Saturday morning. HH the Amir 
received Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani, Speaker of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim and 
Their Excellencies Sheikhs, ministers, undersecretaries of ministries, as well as citizens. HH the Amir also received heads of diplomatic missions accredited to the country, 
as well as army and police officers, and heads of national institutions and departments. The Personal Representative of HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
attended the receptions along with HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Thani, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al-Thani and HE Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa Al-Thani. (QNA)


