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QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani performed 
Eid Al Adha prayer at Al Wa-
jba praying area on Saturday 
morning.

HH Sheikh Jassim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Personal 
Representative of HH the 
Amir, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 

Khalifa Al Thani, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Thani and  HE Sheikh Jassim 
bin Khalifa Al Thani also per-
formed the prayer. 

Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani, Speaker of 
the Shura Council HE Hassan 
bin Abdullah Al Ghanim,and 
a number of sheikhs, minis-
ters, members of the Shura 

Council, ambassadors, as well 
as citizens also performed the 
prayer. 

His Eminence Sheikh Dr 
Thaqeel Sayer Al Shammari, 

who is a judge of the Court of 
Cassation and Supreme Judi-
ciary Council member, led the 
prayer and delivered the Eid 
sermon in which he explained 

that Eid is a manifestation of 
the nation’s unity, a day of giv-
ing, piety and loyalty, and one 
of God’s rituals, and it is the 
greatest of days, explaining the 
virtue of the rule of sacrifice 
during this day when the feel-
ings of Muslims are united. 

He urged the purification of 
souls, reform of hearts, ties of 
kinship, and the strengthening 
of bonds between members of 
society. PAGE 12

Amir performs Eid Al Adha prayer

Amir receives well-wishers on Eid Al Adha
QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani received 
scores of well-wishers on the 
advent of Eid Al Adha at Al Wa-
jba Palace on Saturday.

HH the Amir received 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, 
Speaker of the Shura Council 
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al 
Ghanim and sheikhs, minis-
ters, ministries’ undersecretar-
ies, as well as citizens.

HH the Amir also received 
heads of diplomatic missions 
accredited to the country, as 
well as army and police officers, 
and heads of national institu-
tions and departments.

The well-wishers expressed 
their greetings and congratula-
tions to HH the Amir on such a 
blessed occasion, praying for its 
return with good and blessings 
for the Qatari people and the 
Arab and Muslim nations.

HH Sheikh Jassim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Personal 
Representative of HH the 
Amir, attended the receptions 
along with HH Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Khalifa Al Thani, HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al Thani and HE Sheikh Jassim 
bin Khalifa Al Thani. PAGE 12

I congratulate the citizens, residents and the  
entire Islamic nation on the advent of the 
blessed Eid Al Adha, asking Allah the Almighty to 
accept the good deeds of all, and to restore this 
honourable occasion to our country and 
our nation with goodness and blessings.

QNA
DOHA

His Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
exchanged greetings with 

HM King Mohammed VI of 
the Kingdom of Morocco and 
President of the Republic of 
Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on the occasion of Eid Al 
Adha, in two telephone calls 
HH made on Saturday.

Amir exchanges Eid greetings with  
King of Morocco, Turkish president

Eid activities at Katara  
witness huge turnout
THE Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) received 
a large number of visitors on the first day of Eid 
Al Adha. The visitors participated in various art 
workshops, activities for coloring, face painting, 
canvas painting, balloon formation, cartoon charac-
ter shows, and ceramic painting. The kids attended 
four plays. (QNA)  PAGE 2

Millions of Muslims celebrate Eid Al Adha
MILLIONS of Muslims across the 
globe – including in countries such as 
Afghanistan, Libya, Egypt, Kenya and 
Yemen – are celebrating Eid Al Adha, 
one of the biggest holidays of the 
Islamic calendar. 

Known as the “Feast of Sacrifice”, 
the revered observance coincides 
with the final rites of the annual Hajj 
in Saudi Arabia on Saturday.  In Saudi 

Arabia, hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims rose at dawn to trek to Mina, a 
wide valley ringed by barren mountains 
where Prophet Muhammad stopped on 
his route some 1,400 years ago. 

One million Muslims from around 
the world flocked this week to the holy 
city of Mecca, the largest pilgrimage 
since the pandemic upended the an-
nual event. (AGENCIES) PAGE 3
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Eid activities at Katara witness huge turnout
QNA
DOHA

THE Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) received a large 
audience of visitors on the first 
day of Eid Al-Adha to attend 
and participate in the Katara 
activities.

The audience attended the 
theatrical performances pre-
sented in Building 18. Also, 
they participated in various 
art workshops, activities for 
coloring, face painting, canvas 
painting, balloon formation, 
cartoon character shows, and 
ceramic painting.

The kids attended four 
plays “Friends of Nature”, 
“Forest Animals”, a silent play 
consisting of various sketches, 
and a shadow theater show.

On Sunday, the Thuraya 
Planetarium Dome shows will 
be launched in Building 41, 
which will present a series of 
entertainment and education-
al films throughout the days of 
Eid Al-Adha, with three shows 
per day.

The Polaris show will start 
at 5 pm, the stars show will 
begin at 6 pm, and the display 
of eight planets on the Milky 
Way will kick off at 7pm.

NHRC Secretary-General meets 
Turkish State Council President

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

SULTAN bin Hassan Al Jamali, 
Secretary-General of National 
Human Rights Committee of 
Qatar, recently held a series of 
meetings with senior Turkish 
officials, including those from 
the country’s human rights in-
stitutions during his two day of-
ficial visit to Turkey.

The dignitaries with whom 
Sultan bin Hassan Al Jamali 
held meetings included Hakan 
Cavusoglu, president, Turkish 
Grand National Assembly; Zaki 
Yigit, chairman, State Council, 
the highest administrative court 
in Republic of Turkey; Sharif 
Malkoj, head, Board of Griev-
ances; Dr Cagatay Ozdemir, 
deputy director, Directorate of 
Communications; Prof Muhar-
rem Qalyash, chairman, Turk-
ish Human Rights Committee 
and Ombudsman Institution, a 
constitutional public entity af-
filiated with Turkish Grand Na-
tional Assembly.

The sides discussed ways 
to develop training tools and 
enhance the use of competen-

cies and expertise. Besides, they 
exchanges experiences in areas 
of cooperation like organising 
programmes and activities.

Al-Jamali stressed the need 
to strengthen cooperation with 
the Board of Grievances’ secre-
taries, in spreading the culture 
of human rights among union 
members, as well as to intro-
duce the rights and roles of the 
Board of Grievances’ secretar-
ies.

He gave a brief overview 
of the National Human Rights 
Committee and its functions, 
and the laws that supported its 
promulgation in the country.

Al-Jamali also briefed the 
other side on NHRC Qatar’s ex-
perience in receiving the griev-
ances and complaints and co-
ordinating with the concerned 
authorities to resolve the issues. 
He also spoke about conducting 
visits to places of detention and 
the recommendations to the 
government.

He also stressed the im-
portance of building bridges of 
communication with different 
nationalities working in State of 
Qatar by establishing their of-
fices at its headquarters in Doha 
as well as directly dealing with 
their issues.

These practices have helped 
in the preparation of recom-
mendations to ensure human 
rights compatibility with in-
ternational standards. They 
have also helped in raising and 
spreading awareness of culture 
of human rights, especially for 
law enforcement personnel.

The Secretary-General of 
the National Human Rights 
Committee of Qatar also spoke 
about the contributions of 
NHRC with regards to the na-
tional legislation under Decrees 
40 and 41 (of 2018) regarding 
the accession of the State of 
Qatar to the International Cov-
enants on Civil and Political 
Rights, Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, and the estab-
lishment of a special committee 
to study national legislation in 
light of the ratification on the 
covenants.

Al-Jamali talked about the 
extensive labour law reforms as 
well as about the establishment 
of the Labour Dispute Resolu-
tion Committee (March 2018) 
to speed up workers-employer 
conflicts between.

Al-Jamali: We have identified the priorities of cooperation with the Turkish 
side in preparation for framing them in agreements in the near future

NHRC delegation visits Turkey

HGH ED receives more than 200 
cases on first day of Eid Al-Adha

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

HAMAD Medical Corpora-
tion’s (HMC) Hamad General 
Hospital Emergency Depart-
ment (HGH ED) received 223 
cases from 6am to 6pm on Sat-
urday, the first day of Eid Al-
Adha festivities.

The majority of the cas-
es (53 in total) were related 
to Road Traffic Accidents 
(RTAs). There were 37 people 
who complained of abdominal 
pain, nausea, and vomiting, 
while 32 people complained 

of fever and throat pain. 
There were 136 males and 87 
females among the total num-
ber of cases.

According to Dr. Rana 
Abdulla El Sayed, Vice Chair-
man and Senior Consultant of 
the Emergency Department, 
all of the cases were minor. 
“Avoid too much meat, sweets, 
and drink plenty of fluids, and 
try to avoid junk food as much 
as you can,” she said when 
asked how to avoid gastro-
enteritis. Avoid drinking too 
much tea and coffee, as this 
can lead to dehydration later.”

In addition, the HMC 
Ambulance Service re-
sponded to 312 calls on Sat-
urday from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
There were 261 medical in-
cidents, 51 trauma incidents, 
and 11 traffic accidents. 
LifeFlight, an air ambulance 
service, transported two of the 
cases.

The Emergency Depart-
ment provides initial treat-
ment to patients with a broad 
spectrum of illnesses and in-
juries, some of which may be 
life-threatening and require 
immediate attention.

Doha Festival City and Qatar Charity collaborate to help Somalia
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DOHA Festival City (DFC), ‘Qatar’s one and only choice 
for shopping, dining and entertainment’, collaborated 
with Qatar Charity (QC) to provide urgent aid to Soma-
lia and contribute to alleviating the suffering of those af-
fected by the severe drought that is sweeping the coun-
try causing famine and displacement. 

The collaboration was announced in tandem with 
QC’s campaign to aid Somalia under the slogan ‘Stop 
the Famine of Somalia’ where the charity is collecting 
donations to provide food baskets, non-food items and 
portable water tanks to families affected by the drought 
crisis. The mall’s initiative came as an urgent response 
to provide urgent relief aid and the necessary needs to 
those affected by the severe drought impact in Somalia, 
contributing to saving the lives of more than half of the 
country’s population. 

Commenting on the collaboration, Robert Hall, DFC 
general manager, said: “We are delighted to cooper-
ate with Qatar Charity to extend a helping hand to the 
people of Somalia. As a socially responsible mall, Doha 

Festival City continuously supports the efforts of local 
non-governmental organizations in their charity and 
relief work in Qatar and around the globe. Our #Festi-
valCares programme supports humanitarian initiatives 
that alleviate suffering through providing a platform for 
spreading awareness and collecting aid.”

The director of the Resource Development Depart-
ment at QC expressed his appreciation for DFC’s par-
ticipation in the Somalia Relief Campaign by providing 
a platform for QC to contribute to the fundraising for 
the needy. He praised the continued cooperation be-
tween QC and DFC in the provision of a physical space 
for collection and fundraising boxes to collect donations 
from mall visitors.  He also stressed QC’s keenness on 
engaging companies and businesses in charitable work 
within the framework of their community responsibil-
ity. He praised the successful cooperation with com-
panies, businesses, and community members as being 
fundamental for the success of charitable work at the 

local level.
Earlier this year, the mall partnered with QC by 

hosting a flash mob performance to raise awareness on 
the plight of Syrian Refugees in the winter. This Rama-
dan, DFC donated 500 boxes with essential Ramadan 
food supplies to those in need with the support of QC. 

In line with the preventative measures set out by 
the State of Qatar to limit the spread of the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19), and to ensure a safe shopping environ-
ment for all, Doha Festival City commits itself to contin-
uous necessary health and safety measures throughout 
the mall. This includes a thorough mall disinfection 
treatment on a weekly basis, robust cleaning, and sani-
tization operations during mall trading hours, 127 hand 
sanitizing stations installed in the areas that have com-
monly touched surfaces. 

For more information on the mall’s operating hours, 
call on 4035 4444 or check https://www.dohafestival-
city.com/home/
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dpa 
Tokyo

The remains of murdered for-
mer prime minister Shinzo Abe 
returned to Tokyo on Saturday, 
a day after he was shot dead 
while on the campaign trail in 
the old imperial city of Nara.

The body of the 67-year-
old was accompanied by his 
widow, Akie, as it was trans-
ported by ambulance. Broad-
caster NhK reported that the 
vehicle drove to the Abe resi-
dence.

Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida paid a condolence 
visit. Well-wishers have been 
leaving flowers at the site of 
the shooting.

According to media re-
ports, Abe’s body is to lie in 
state on Monday, ahead of a 
private funeral ceremony for 

family on Tuesday.
The man accused of kill-

ing Abe has told investigators 
that he originally intended 
his target to be the leader of 
a religious group, Japanese 
news agency Kyodo reported 
on Saturday.

The 41-year-old Japanese 
man, who allegedly shot Abe 
from behind with a home-
made gun at close range dur-
ing an election campaign 

speech, told investigators he 
had been “dissatisfied” with 

Abe and had wanted to kill 
him. The man reportedly had 

a grudge against an unnamed 
religious group that he be-

lieved had links to Abe.
The Japanese police now 

face many questions about 
how the shooting could have 
happened, with experts asking 
why those working in Abe’s 
security detail were unable to 
prevent the attack.

“I don’t think there are 
enough firearms precautions 
in Japan given its strict gun 
laws,” one security expert was 
quoted as saying by the Nikkei 
newspaper.

The National Police Agen-
cy now intends to review its 
security arrangements for the 
protection of prominent fig-
ures, according to media re-
ports.

The police searched the 
perpetrator’s flat on Friday, 
seizing several other home-
made firearms. The assassin 
was reportedly unemployed, 

but is believed to have served 
in the navy for three years be-
fore his discharge in 2005. It 
is thought the suspect received 
handgun training during his 
time in the navy.

NhK also reported that 
the suspect had allegedly once 
considered detonating a bomb 
before opting to use a home-
made weapon.

Japan is considered one 
of the safest countries in the 
world and has extremely strict 
gun laws.

The assassination hap-
pened in the run up to elec-
tions for the upper house of 
parliament on Sunday. The 
vote is to take place as planned 
despite the attack, according 
to the government. The coali-
tion headed by Abe’s Liberal 
Democrats is expected to hold 
on to its majority.

Abe’s body returns to Tokyo as Japan questions security protocols

Muslims mark Eid al-Adha festival
dpa 
Cairo 

AS hundreds of thousands of 
Muslim pilgrims continued the 
annual hajj pilgrimage rites in 
Saudi Arabia on Saturday, fel-
low Muslims in most parts of 
the world began celebrating the 
eid al-Adha festival overshad-
owed by soaring food prices.

During eid al-Adha, Is-
lam’s major feast, Muslims 
honour the willingness of the 
prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) 
to sacrifice his son to prove his 
faith to God.

Sheep are commonly cho-
sen as the sacrificial animal for 
the festival’s ritual slaughter.

But other livestock, like 
cows and goats, may also be 
slaughtered for sacrifice.

Part of the sacrificial meat 
is given to the poor.

In the lead-up to the four-
day festival this year, com-
plaints surfaced in several 
Arab countries about increases 
in livestock prices. Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine was blamed 
for causing the hike in prices.

Saudi Arabia, Islam’s 
birthplace and the world’s top 

oil exporter, is one such coun-
try.

earlier this week, Saudi 
King Salman ordered 20 bil-
lion riyals ($5.3 billion) in 
financial support to tackle 
repercussions of global price 
increases, media in the Gulf 
monarchy reported.

A portion of the aid is ear-
marked for helping Saudis 
living on limited incomes and 
supporting cattle breeders.

The rest will be pumped 
into augmenting the kingdom’s 
stocks of essential goods.

In Lebanon, roiled by eco-

nomic woes, many people 
complain about not having 
money for a sacrificial animal. 
A sheep there costs around 
$250.

In mostly Muslim egypt, 
livestock prices have increased 
by up to 30%, according to the 
privately owned newspaper al-
Youm al-Saba.

The spike was attributed 
to increases in prices of mostly 
imported animal fodder.

egypt, the Arab nation’s 
most populous country, of 
more than 100 million, is the 
world’s main wheat importer.

dpa 
Colombo

PReSSURe mounted on Sri 
Lankan President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa on Saturday to 
leave office after protesters 
occupied his official residence 
and office after attempts by se-
curity officials to disperse the 
crowds failed, according to of-
ficials.

After a three hour stand-
off with security forces, in 
which tear gas was used on 
several occasions and soldiers 
fired into the air, the crowds 
broke through into the official 
residence. Less than an hour 
later, they made it into his 
nearby office.

More than 50 people were 
injured, most of them amid a 
stampede after tear gas was 
deployed.

President Rajapaksa was 
moved into a secret, safer area 
for the night.

The speaker of Parliament, 
Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, 
has summoned the leaders of 
the political parties represent-
ed in Parliament to discuss fu-
ture political steps.

Civil organizations, law-
yers and Buddhist monks have 
stepped up the campaign de-
manding the resignation of the 
president, who has 28 months 
of his term left.   Tens of thou-
sands of protesters, backed by 
Buddhist monks, arrived in Sri 
Lanka’s capital on Saturday to 
demand the resignation of Ra-
japaksa and the government 
due to their failure to resolve 
economic hardships, police 
said.

More than 100,000 people 
had gathered for the protest by 
noon.

Security and army forces 
had been deployed around the 
president’s residence. heavy 
iron barricades were erected 
in surrounding areas.

The government declared 
an indefinite curfew on Friday, 

but lifted it early on Saturday 
amid protests from lawyers, 
civil rights groups and Bud-
dhist monks.

“The objective of the cur-
few was to prevent persons 

coming for the protest, but 
they have been forced to lift 
it due to pressure from the 
public,” student union leader 
Wasantha Mudalige told dpa.

Police spokesperson Nihal 

Thalduwa said that the police 
will not interrupt any peaceful 
protest, but would be forced to 
take action if violence erupts.

The protests come in the 
wake of an unprecedented 

economic crisis which has re-
sulted in a  shortage of fuel, 
gas, medicines and food.

Sri Lanka lacks dollars for 
the purchases.

Smaller protests have been 
ongoing against the president 
during the past three months.

The president’s brother, 
Mahinda, stepped down as 
prime minister on May 9, in 
the wake of violent incidents in 
which government politician’s 
houses were set on fire. An-
other brother, Basil, stepped 
down from the Finance Minis-
try’s top job on June 9.

Long queues continue out-
side fuel stations, where only 
limited fuel stocks available.

The president’s office said 
on Friday that measures were 
being taken to restore supplies 
of fuel, gas and medicines. Sri 
Lanka has also appealed to the 
International Monetary Fund 
for a bailout package.

Protesters storm Sri Lanka 
president Gotabaya’s house 

demanding resignation

Protestors demanding the resignation of Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa gather inside the compound of Sri Lanka’s Presidential 
Palace in Colombo on Saturday. (afp)

pM offers  
to resign 
Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe has 
offered to step down hours 
after protesters took 
control of the president’s 
official residence and 
office in the capital. A 
statement from the prime 
minister’s office said he 
told the speaker of 
parliament that he was 
willing to step down so an 
all-party government could 
take over (dpa)

dpa 
beiruT

AID organizations help-
ing people in Syria have 
sounded the alarm after 
the United Nations Security 
Council failed to renew its 
cross-border humanitar-
ian relief mechanism for the 
war-torn country.

On Friday, Moscow, a 
main backer of Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, ve-
toed a draft resolution by 
Ireland and Norway that 
would have continued the 
vital aid to Syria for another 
year.

“The Russian veto will 
effectively close the last 
lifeline for at least 4 million 
people in north-west Syria 
who depend on UN aid for 
survival,” Amnesty Interna-
tional said.

“This will only exacer-
bate the humanitarian cri-
sis,” the group’s secretary 
general, Agnès Callamard, 
said, noting it “will also 
lead to a humanitarian ca-
tastrophe as men, women 
and children living in north-
west Syria will no longer 

receive food or access to 
essential services such as 
housing, water and health 
care.” 

The secretary general 
of the Norwegian Refu-
gee Council, Jan egeland, 
tweeted that, without a 
green light for cross-border 
aid, the suffering of the al-
ready exhausted population 
would be limitless.  

The UN resolution on 
Syria’s aid mechanism has 
been in place since 2014, 
but is set to expire on Sun-
day.

The mechanism allows 
the UN to deliver impor-
tant aid supplies via border 
crossings to parts of the 
country that are not under 
the control of the govern-
ment in Damascus.

“A new resolution is es-
sential to ensure that the 
UN-led cross-border mech-
anism continues to function 
and deliver critical humani-
tarian aid to millions of peo-
ple in need across north-
west Syria,” said else Kirk, 
the Syrian country director 
for German aid organiza-
tion Welthungerhilfe.

Relief groups sound 
alarm at Syria’s 
cross-border aid 
stalemate by Russia

Egyptian Muslims perform the Eid Al-Adha prayer outside  al-Sedik mosque in Cairo on Saturday. (afp)

TehRAN: The organizers of 
Germany’s Berlinale called 
on Saturday for the release of 
its best film prize winner in 
2020, Mohammad Rasoulof, 
and his colleague after their 
arrest in Iran due to social 
media protest.

“It is shocking that art-
ists are imprisoned for their 
peaceful opposition to vio-
lence,” the Berlinale’s man-
agement duo, Mariette Ris-
senbeek and Carlo Chatrian, 
told dpa. They called on Ira-
nian authorities to release the 
two directors immediately.

Rasoulof and Mostafa 
Al-Ahmad were arrested on 
charges of incitement of the 
people. Judicial authorities al-
leged that they endangered 
public order with an appeal 

against violence and also 
collaborated with opponents 
of the regime in doing so, ac-
cording to the state news 
agency IRNA.

The Golden Bear winner 
and Al-Ahmad allegedly initi-
ated the hashtag “Put down 
your gun” calling for police 
to end violence, supported by 
other Iranian film industry 
figures. The deadly collapse 
of a shopping mall in south-
western Iran in May trig-
gered protests that have been 
violently suppressed by police 
and security forces.

The 49-year-old Rasoulof, 
who won the Golden Bear at 
the Berlinale in 2020 for his 
film “There is No evil,” is con-
sidered critical of the regime 
in the country. (dPA)

Berlinale festival organisers call  
winner’s arrest in Iran ‘shocking’

Akie Abe, widow of the late Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe, returns to her residence in a hearse 
transporting the body of her husband, in Tokyo on Saturday. (afp)
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The Japanese police now 
face many questions 
about how the shooting 
could have happened, with 
experts asking why those 
working in Abe’s security 
detail were unable to  
prevent the attack

Protestors demanding the resignation of Sri Lanka’s President  
Gotabaya Rajapaksa swim in a pool inside the compound of Sri 
Lanka’s Presidential Palace.



Faye Flam

P
eople no longer know what to 
do about the CoVID pandemic. 
part of the problem is the very 
language we use to talk about it. 
Words such as “breakthrough,” 

“booster” and even “sick” mean differ-
ent things to different people — and 
to experts and the general public. The 
solution is for experts to be mindful of 
words that have various popular mean-
ings, and to avoid others altogether. 
public health officials who wonder why 
the public is ignoring them — or who 
blame scientific illiteracy for their own 
muddy communication — should con-
sider adopting a new glossary for the 
pandemic’s third year.

The language problem really hit 
me when paul offit, director of the 
Vaccine education Center at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of philadelphia, said in 
a video talk that he wished experts had 
never used the term “breakthrough 
infection.” This descriptor makes it 
sound as if the CoVID vaccines failed. 
But in other diseases, asymptomatic or 
mild infections often coexist with vac-
cination.

offit also suggested jettisoning the 
term “booster” and redefining fully 
vaccinated simply as two, three or four 
shots, depending on various risk fac-
tors and age. That might encourage 
people to get the additional shots they 
need. last winter, the critical care phy-
sician Roger Seheult told me that most 
patients he was seeing in the intensive-
care unit during the omicron surge had 
serious health conditions (one was a 
kidney transplant recipient) but had 
not gotten that third dose of vaccine. 
Thirty percent of Americans over 65 
never got a booster, though they are 
vastly more likely to be hospitalized or 
die from CoVID than younger people.

even very basic terms can highlight 
a disconnect between the public and 
public health. Take the word “sick.” “A 

recent CDC announcement regarding 
international travel advised travelers 
to ‘get tested for current infection … 
and not travel if they are sick,’” notes 
risk communication consultant peter 
Sandman. But does “sick” mean hav-
ing symptoms or just testing positive? 
When scientists estimate that a quarter 
or even half of Americans have been 
infected with omicron, do they mean 
tested positive or got symptoms? Does 
this include people who didn’t test but 
would have been positive if they had?

“Airborne” is another term Sand-
man considers confusing. Most people 
think of airborne as any transmission 
via air, in contrast with transmission 
via infected surfaces. But the World 
Health organization and the US Cent-
ers for Disease Control and prevention 
differentiate between airborne and 
droplets, which also travel through the 
air but are larger and less likely to trav-
el more than six feet. The distinction is 
critical. With a droplet-borne disease, 

even cloth masks are likely to help, 
and staying six feet apart keeps people 
safer. If a virus is technically airborne, 
then being outside, having good ven-
tilation and wearing respirator masks 
make more sense.

even the term “mask” has lost some 
meaning. Masks encompass everything 
from a bandana tied bank robber-style 
around the face to an N-95. The for-
mer hasn’t been shown to protect the 
wearer or others, while the latter does 
both. So when we talk about “wearing 
masks” or say “masking works,” people 
have wildly varying interpretations.

“long CoVID” also encompasses 
too much, lumping together any linger-
ing symptoms with a disabling neuro-
logical syndrome. This makes it hard to 
judge the risk of severe long CoVID. To 
understand the difference, think about 
skin cancer. There are many kinds of 
skin cancer, and the common ones are 
the least deadly. There’s a good reason 
that most of us who’ve had something 

zapped off our skin don’t consider our-
selves cancer survivors.

The word “emergency” also high-
lights the growing gulf between the 
public and public health, since most 
people no longer see the pandemic as 
an emergency and haven’t for some 
time. “To qualify as an emergency, an 
event normally should be important, 
bad, sudden and short-term,” Sand-
man wrote to me.

The pandemic is still an official 
public health emergency, which gives 
drug companies the ability to fast-track 
drugs and vaccines through emergency 
use authorizations. But the situation is 
no longer sudden or short-term. “It’s 
not surprising that much of the pub-
lic is highly motivated to “get over” 
CoVID and return to normal life, while 
many public health professionals are 
inclined to stay focused (and want the 
public to stay focused) on the biggest 
public health emergency of their ca-
reers,” Sandman wrote.

Finally, the word “pandemic,” 
when contrasted with “endemic,” has 
unleashed a new wave of confusion. 
people think of a pandemic as some-
thing very serious and scary, and en-
demic as a problem that fades into 
the background. oxford University 
biologist Aris Katzourakis has called 
“endemic” one of the most misused 
terms of the pandemic because many 
endemic diseases, such as malaria, can 
be extremely deadly and debilitating.

To most of us, however, the idea of 
a permanent pandemic or a permanent 
emergency feel oxymoronic. When 
people say they think the pandemic is 
over, they’re describing the way things 
feel now. That might be subjective, but 
it’s no less real — and public health 
professionals would be wise to pay at-
tention.

(Faye Flam is a Bloomberg 
Opinion columnist covering sci-
ence. She is host of the “Follow 
the Science” podcast.)
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The Furtive Messaging Around 
Monkeypox Feels Awfully Familiar

Cory Franklin and 
robert Weinstein

H
AVe public health officials 
and the news media been 
less than candid in their 
explanations of the risk fac-
tors in the worldwide mon-

keypox outbreak? Are we seeing 
a replay of why people are losing 
confidence in doctors and journal-
ists who have not been forthright 
about the public in the CoVID-19 
pandemic?

Monkeypox is an uncommon 
viral infection, and the most com-
mon means of spread is close con-
tact with an infected person who 
has the typical rash or contact with 
clothing that has touched the rash.

even the World Health organi-
zation acknowledges this outbreak 
is different. According to its latest 
statement, “The majority of con-
firmed cases of monkeypox are 
male and most of these cases oc-
cur among gay, bisexual and other 
men who have sex with men in ur-
ban areas and are clustered in so-
cial and sexual networks.”

This means there is a reasona-
ble possibility that monkeypox can 
be a sexually transmitted disease, 
which would be a new and disturb-

ing mode of transmission. But the 
medical community and science 
journalists have essentially hidden 
behind a technicality. Because the 
virus that causes monkeypox has 
not actually been isolated in semen 
or vaginal secretions, it is not clas-
sified as a sexually transmitted dis-
ease. However, the recent evidence 
is extremely suggestive: During this 
outbreak, viral DNA has been iden-
tified in these fluids by researchers, 
just not the entire virus — yet.

The smoke screen behind that 
technicality is manifest. Andy 
Seale, a WHo adviser on messag-
ing about HIV, hepatitis and other 
sexually transmitted infections, 
said publicly, “Many diseases can 
be spread through sexual con-
tact. You could get a cough or a 
cold through sexual contact, but 
it doesn’t mean that it’s a sexually 
transmitted disease.”

In a newsletter for journalists, 
Dr. Robert Murphy, an infectious 
disease authority at Northwest-
ern University, said monkeypox is 
“not a sexually transmitted disease 
in the classic sense in that it’s not 
spread through semen or via sex, 
(but) it is behaving similarly to one 
by affecting individuals who have 
had close physical contact.” This 
opinion has been echoed by health 

authorities in Great Britain.
even the monkeypox incident 

manager at WHo europe, Cath-
erine Smallwood, has been tiptoe-
ing around the issue by saying, 
“This may have been something 
that we were unaware of in this 
disease before. We really need to 
focus on the most frequent mode 
of transmission, and we clearly see 
that to be associated with skin-to-
skin contact.”

let’s be clear. By the traditional 
definition, the medical evidence 
that monkeypox is a sexually trans-
mitted disease has not been estab-
lished. But given what we know, 

the authorities and the news media 
do a disservice by stating it is “not a 
sexually transmitted disease” or by 
avoiding that realistic possibility. 
The public would be better served 
by acknowledging the uncertainty 
and the problems it would pose if 
true.

The Washington post story 
“Monkeypox dilemma: How to 
warn gay men about risk without 
fueling hate” points out an under-
standable concern. The aim is not 
to stigmatize gay and bisexual men 
who are infected — a commend-
able goal and a mainstay of public 
health messaging — but not to the 

point of overriding a dispassionate 
presentation of the current predic-
ament. everyone suffers when the 
information is skewed that way.

There are practical conse-
quences to avoiding the issue of 
sexual transmission of monkey-
pox. In the absence of proof about 
monkeypox being a sexually trans-
mitted disease, public health offi-
cials must nevertheless still employ 
tried-and-true control messages 
— urging people to use condoms 
and to avoid multiple anonymous 
unprotected sexual partners. (Mul-
tiple partners create a bigger pool 
of infectious risk, and anonymity 
makes contact tracing more diffi-
cult.) Some are advocating a strat-
egy of simply using the existing 
monkeypox vaccine to decrease the 
spread in at-risk populations. This 
is essential but unlikely to control 
the spread of the disease complete-
ly, especially with limited vaccine 
supplies. We are already witness-
ing the limitations of the vaccine 
strategy to control CoVID-19.

public health authorities, in-
cluding Dr. Anthony Fauci, have 
admitted they have taken liber-
ties with their CoVID-19 advice, 
notably telling the public early in 
the pandemic that masks were 
not necessary. This was ostensi-

bly an attempt to conserve masks 
for health care workers. It turned 
out that reuse of masks did protect 
the supply and was ultimately the 
best approach. There were other 
instances of CoVID-19 experts and 
reporters shading the facts on the 
ground.

The issue surrounding trans-
mission of monkeypox may be 
another example of the “noble lie” 
that plato described in “The Re-
public” and that wasmore recently 
referenced in a Slate article about 
the reporting of CoVID-19 infor-
mation. Society’s leaders — in this 
case the nexus between the scien-
tific elite and journalists — tell the 
noble lie to avoid social discord or 
to advance a specific agenda. But 
noble lies can backfire, especially 
in medical matters.

When the story members of the 
scientific elite is telling falls apart, 
it erodes their authority and di-
minishes our trust, two essential 
qualities that can be exceedingly 
difficult to restore.

(Dr Cory Franklin is a re-
tired intensive care physi-
cian. Dr Robert Weinstein is 
an infectious disease special-
ist at Rush University Medi-
cal Center.)

AFTeR his parents were 
cut down by a maniac 
in Highland park, Il-

linois, Monday, 2-year-old 
Aiden McCarthy was found 
bloodied, lying under his 
father’s body. He was res-
cued and eventually deliv-
ered into the loving arms of 
his grandparents.

We do not wish to speak 
ill of the dead, but why 
didn’t mom and dad, Irina 
and Kevin McCarthy, teach 
their toddler to arm himself 
and stop the slaughter? or 
why didn’t they keep their 
hands free to reach for a 
concealed firearm, Holly-
wood style, and take dead 
aim at the shooter? After all, 
we’re repeatedly told by the 
gun lobby that the only an-
swer to bad guys with guns 
is good guys with guns.

Nothing explodes that 
dangerous myth better 
than seven people being 
murdered and nearly 50 
wounded by a man perched 
on a rooftop, firing more 
than 70 rounds from a mil-
itary-style rifle he obtained 
legally despite having told 
his family in 2019 he want-
ed to “kill everyone.” Sta-
tistics already confirm that 
the chances a gun owner 
will wield a weapon to de-

fend himself in a crime is 
vanishingly small; the 
chances the same weapon 
will wind up hurting or kill-
ing a fellow good guy (or 
child), far larger.

But imagine dozens or, 
in the wake of the Supreme 
Court’s disastrous ruling 
inventing individuals’ con-
stitutional right to carry a 
concealed firearm in pub-
lic, hundreds of good guys 
in the parade crowd when 
shots ring out. Imagine 
they unholster their weap-
ons and scan the frantic 
stampede, seeking to deter-
mine the source of the fir-
ing. We now have scores of 
individuals in plain clothes 
pointing and perhaps dis-
charging weapons at what 
they believe to be a bad guy.

This is a recipe for cha-
os, confusion and death.

Indeed, there were 
plenty of trained, uni-
formed good guys with guns 
— police officers — present 
when the killer unleashed 
hell. They couldn’t stop 
him from orphaning Aiden 
McCarthy. Neither would a 
crowd of self-styled action 
heroes. The only sane an-
swer is to prevent would-be 
villains from getting killing 
machines in the first place.

Good Toddlers 
With Guns:  

The Craziness of 
The Gun Nuts
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The Ukrainian government 
has urged people in Russian-
occupied southern areas of 
the country to evacuate “by all 
possible means” in advance of 
a Ukrainian military offensive 
as Moscow’s forces were de-
scribed as creating a “true hell” 
in Ukraine’s eastern industrial 
heartland, officials said.

The governor of Luhansk, 
Serhiy haidai, said on Satur-
day that Russian forces had 
mounted 20 artillery, mor-
tar and rocket attacks in the 
province overnight and Rus-
sians were pressing towards 
the border with neighbouring 
Donetsk.

“We are trying to contain 
the Russians’ armed forma-
tions along the entire front 
line,” haidai wrote on Tele-
gram, describing the attacks in 
terms of a “true hell”.

Last week, Russia captured 
the last major stronghold of 
Ukrainian resistance in Lu-
hansk, the city of Lysychansk, 
and analysts had predicted that 
Moscow’s troops likely would 
take an “operational pause” to 
rearm and regroup its forces.

“So far, there has been no 
operational pause announced 
by the enemy. he is still attack-
ing and shelling our lands with 
the same intensity as before,” 
haidai said.

In a later post, the governor 
claimed the bombardment of 
Luhansk was only suspended 
because Ukrainian forces had 
destroyed Russian ammuni-

tion depots and barracks used 
by the Russian troops.

Ukraine’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Iryna Vereshchuk 
has appealed to residents of 
Russian-held territories in the 
south of the country to evacu-
ate so that occupying forces 
could not use them as human 
shields during a forthcoming 
Ukrainian counteroffensive.

“You need to search for 
a way to leave, because our 
armed forces are coming to de-
occupy,” she said. “There will 
be a massive fight. I don’t want 
to scare anyone. everyone un-
derstands all of this anyway.” 

Speaking at a news conference 
late on Friday, Vereshchuk 
said a civilian evacuation ef-
fort was already under way 
for parts of the Kherson and 
Zaporizhia regions. She de-
clined to give details, citing 
safety considerations.

It was not made clear how 
civilians were expected to safe-
ly leave Russian-controlled ar-
eas while missile attacks and 
artillery shelling continued in 
surrounding areas, or whether 
they would be allowed to de-
part by occupant forces, or 
even if they would hear the 
Ukrainian government’s ap-

peal to evacuate.
Five people were killed 

and eight more wounded in 
Russian shelling on Friday 
of Siversk and Semyhirya in 
Donetsk province, the region’s 
Governor Pavlo Kyrylenko 
wrote on his Telegram channel 
on Saturday morning.

In the city of Sloviansk, 
widely considered to be the 
next target of Russia’s offen-
sive in the east, rescuers said 
they pulled a 40-year-old man 
from the rubble of a building 
destroyed by shelling on Sat-
urday morning. 

Kyrylenko had said mul-

tiple people remained buried 
under the debris.

Russian missiles also killed 
two people and wounded three 
others on Saturday morning 
in the southern city of Kryvyi 
Rih, according to regional au-
thorities.

“They deliberately targeted 
residential areas,” Valentyn 
Reznichenko, the governor of 
the eastern Dnipropetrovsk 
region, said on Telegram.

Kryvyi Rih’s mayor, Olek-
sandr Vilkul, said in a Facebook 
post that cluster munitions had 
been used, and he urged resi-
dents not to approach unfamil-
iar objects in the streets.

In northeast Ukraine, a 
Russian rocket attack that 
hit the centre of Ukraine’s 
second-largest city, Kharkiv, 
injured six people, including 
a 12-year-old girl, prosecutors 
in the region said.

“According to preliminary 
data, an Iskander ballistic mis-
sile was probably used in the 
strike,” the Kharkiv Regional 
Prosecutor’s Office said in a 
statement on Saturday.

“One of the missiles hit a 
two-storey building, which led 
to its destruction. Neighbour-
ing houses were damaged.” 

Kharkiv has been targeted 
throughout the war, includ-
ing several times in the past 
week. Mykolaiv Mayor Olek-
sandr Senkevych reported in 
a Telegram post that six Rus-
sian missiles were fired at his 
city in southern Ukraine, near 
the Black Sea, but caused no 
casualties.

Moscow creates ‘true 
hell’ in eastern Ukraine 
offensive, says Governor

Rescuers inspect residential buildings destroyed by a missile strike in Kharkiv on Saturday. (AFP)

dpA
Kiev

UKRAINIAN President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky has dis-
missed his ambassador to 
Germany Andriy Melnyk, 
according to a decree pub-
lished by the presidential  
chancellery.

Ukraine’s ambassadors to 
Norway, the Czech Republic, 
hungary and India were also 
dismissed, the decree said. 

It did not state why, or what 
the diplomats would do in the 
future.

Melnyk became known 
for his repeated demands for 
more support from the Ger-
man government, in the form 
of heavier weapons, as Rus-
sia’s attacks continued in the 
war launched by Moscow on 
February 24.

Recently, Melnyk came 
under pressure for defend-
ing the Ukrainian nationalist 

leader Stepan Bandera, who 
led a group responsible for 
ethnic cleansing and the mas-

sacre of tens of thousands of 
Poles and Jews during World 
War II.

Melnyk denied that Ban-
dera was a mass murderer, 
saying he had been deliber-
ately demonized by the Soviet 
Union, in comments during 
an interview.

The Israeli embassy ac-
cused Melnyk of “distorting 
historical facts, trivializing 
the holocaust and insulting 
those who were murdered 

by Bandera and his people.” 
Melnyk initially did not re-
spond but later, he rejected 
the accusation. “everyone 
who knows me, knows: I have 
always condemned the holo-
caust in the strongest possible 
terms,” Melnyk tweeted, call-
ing the accusations “absurd.” 

Melnyk has served as am-
bassador to Germany since 
January 2015, longer than 
diplomats usually remain in 
a post. 

Zelensky dismisses envoys of Germany, India and others

World

Under growing pressure, Biden signs executive order on abortion
dpA

WAshingto

US President Joe Biden signed 
an executive order on Friday 
aimed at protecting women’s 
reproductive rights, a response 
to rising pressure from within 
his own party to address last 
month’s Supreme Court ruling 
revoking federal protections for 
abortion with greater urgency 
and conviction.

“We cannot allow an out-of-
control Supreme Court, work-
ing in conjunction with extrem-
ist elements of the Republican 
Party, to take away freedoms 
and our personal autonomy,” 
Biden said in a speech from the 
White house. 

“The choice we face as a na-
tion is between the mainstream 
and the extreme, between mov-
ing forward and moving back-
wards, between allowing politi-
cians to enter the most personal 
parts of our lives and protecting 
the right of privacy.

“This is a moment - the 
moment - a moment to restore 
the rights that have been taken 
away from us.” 

The president’s modest ex-
ecutive order does little to blunt 
the impact of the Supreme 
Court’s cataclysmic June 24 rul-
ing, which leaves states free to 
ban abortion procedures out-
right, as nearly a dozen have 
already done. Fully restoring 
abortion rights, Biden made 
clear, is out of his hands - but 

very much in the hands of vot-
ers this fall.

“I know it’s frustrating,” he 
said, explaining that the only 
response that would override 
the court’s ruling - codifying 
abortion protections in federal 
law - must come from Congress. 
But Biden, while giving voice to 
his party’s frustration, refused 
to sugarcoat the political reality, 
conceding that Democrats don’t 
have the votes to act now. 

“We need two additional 
pro-choice senators and a pro-
choice house to codify Roe as 
federal law,” Biden said. 

“Your vote can make that 
a reality.” Framing the court’s 
decision as a challenge to Amer-
ica’s women, he expressed con-
fidence that they would rise to it 
by voting in droves in Novem-
ber’s midterm elections. A wave 
of voters galvanized by a desire 
to restore abortion rights might 

be Democrats’ best and only 
shot at overcoming the elector-
ate’s frustrations over inflation 
and inaction on a number of 
campaign priorities.

“Women are not without 
electoral or political power,” he 
said. “You ... can determine the 
outcome of this issue.” 

The order, which he signed 
with Vice President Kamala 
harris, health and human Ser-
vices Secretary Xavier Becerra 
and Deputy Attorney Generak 
Lisa Monaco looking on, aims 
to preserve access to Food and 
Drug Administration-approved 
abortion medications such as 
mifepristone and misoprostol, 
and to protect patient privacy 
rights and access to contracep-
tives, including intrauterine de-
vices.

It also orders Becerra to 
submit a report within 30 days 
on how his department can in-
crease public outreach to those 
seeking to access the drugs and 
contraceptive devices outlined 
in Biden’s executive order. And 
it calls for health and human 
Services to recruit pro bono 
lawyers to represent women in 
future court cases.

Senator elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., who has called on 
Biden to do more, tweeted that 
the White house should use 
“every tool possible to address 
this emergency.” 

In a statement, NARAL Pro-
Choice America President Mini 
Timmaraju called the move “an 

important first step in restoring 
the rights taken from millions 
of Americans by the Supreme 
Court,” expressing a determi-
nation to work with the White 
house “to make good on its 
commitment to championing 
reproductive freedom.” 

Nancy Northup, presi-
dent and chief executive at the 
Center for Reproductive Rights, 
expressed support for Biden’s 
order but called on him to do 
more, stating that his direc-
tive “should include hhS im-
mediately declaring a public 
health emergency and using the 
emergency powers of the Public 

Readiness and emergency Pre-
paredness Act (PReP Act) to 
protect access to abortion for as 
many people as possible.” 

It’s unclear if Biden’s speech 
and the order will do much to 
chip away at the perceptions of 
many Democrats and activists 
who have decried the president’s 
response as tepid to an issue of 
major concern to the party’s 
base voters. Biden spoke Friday 
from the Roosevelt Room and 
relied on a teleprompter, read-
ing in a measured tone with few 
outward displays of emotion.

he began his remarks by 
blasting the ruling overturning 

Roe as “terrible, extreme and I 
think so totally wrong-headed,” 
a decision not about the law but, 
he said, “an exercise in pure po-
litical power.” 

As he spoke about the exec-
utive order, he expressed more 
visible outrage about the rul-
ing’s impact, which could force 
young girls to bear their rapist’s 
child and deny even married 
couples access to contraception.

“What century are they in?” 
he asked of the court’s five con-
servatives who signed onto the 
majority opinion.

It was the second time he 
has formally addressed abor-
tion rights from the White 
house. On June 24, just hours 
after the ruling was issued, 
he condemned the decision 
but stressed Congress had the 
power to fully protect abortion 
access.

Many Democrats, outraged 
by the ruling and frustrated 
over their own party’s inability 
to muster a response despite 
controlling the White house 
and Congress, publicly com-
plained about the apparent lack 
of urgency or emotion from 
the president, whose plodding 
responses have followed more 
impassioned outcries from par-
ty activists and several promi-
nent Democratic governors, 
including California’s Gavin 
Newsom.

Last week, in response to 
the criticism, Biden indicated 
that he supported the Senate 

making an exception to the 60-
vote filibuster requirement in 
order to codify abortion protec-
tions in federal law, something 
activists have been clamouring 
for, even though Democrats 
don’t currently have the 50 
votes needed to do so.

Many progressives in Con-
gress have been calling for 
executive action, as lawmak-
ers wondered why the White 
house was caught so flat-foot-
ed when the ruling came down, 
especially given that a draft of 
the opinion overturning Roe 
had leaked in early May. 

Two of the most popular, 
Warren and Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), called 
for the administration to estab-
lish abortion clinics on federal 
land, a move the White house 
has ruled out.

The more aggressive reac-
tions from Newsom and oth-
ers have sparked chatter in 
Washington about whether any 
Democratic governors could be 
laying the groundwork to chal-
lenge Biden, who is 79, for the 
party’s nomination in 2024. 
What’s more likely is that the 
next generation of party lead-
ers are offering the president a 
messaging template to follow.

“I want to see Joe Biden as 
mad as every woman who was 
marching on the streets (after 
the Roe ruling),” said Amanda 
Litman, a progressive organizer 
who supports first-time candi-
dates seeking elected office. 

dpA
London 

MORe members of the Brit-
ish Conservative party have 
declared their allegiances 
in what is gearing up to be 
a fierce race for the job of 
prime minister, as a Cabinet 
minister previously tipped 
to be a front-runner has 
ruled himself out of the con-
test.

The race for the top job 
was unleashed when Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, of 
the Conservative Party, re-
signed on Thursday after 
dozens of members of gov-
ernment quit in protest over 
a series of scandals.

So far ministers past and 
present have thrown their 
hats into the ring, but De-
fence Secretary Ben Wallace 
has announced that after 
“careful consideration” and 
discussion with colleagues 
and family, he will not be 
running to be leader and the 
next prime minister.

Former chancellor Rishi 
Sunak, Attorney General 
Suella Braverman, ex-min-
ister Kemi Badenoch and 
senior lawmaker Tom Tu-
gendhat have all launched 
their bids with further an-
nouncements anticipated 
over the coming days.

Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss is widely expected to 
stand, while other potential 
front-runners include trade 
minister Penny Mordaunt, 
Chancellor Nadhim Zahawi, 
and former health secretar-
ies Sajid Javid and Jeremy 
hunt.

MP Mark Francois has 
said he believes at least 12 
people will put their names 
forward.

Wallace said: “After 
careful consideration and 
discussing with colleagues 
and family, I have taken the 
decision not to enter the 
contest for leadership of the 
Conservative Party.

“I am very grateful to 
all my parliamentary col-
leagues and wider members 
who have pledged support.”

Badenoch announced 
her campaign in The Times, 
with a plan for a smaller 
state and a government 
“focused on the essentials.” 
She is backed by Lee Row-
ley, the MP for North east 
Derbyshire, and Tom hunt, 

the MP for Ipswich.
Former minister Steve 

Baker has thrown his sup-
port behind Ms Braver-
man’s bid, despite previous-
ly saying he was seriously 
considering putting himself 
forward for the top job.

Those publicly backing 
Sunak include Commons 
Leader Mark Spencer, for-
mer Tory Party co-chair-
man Oliver Dowden, former 
chief whip Mark harper, 
ex-ministers Liam Fox and 
Andrew Murrison, and MPs 
Sir Bob Neill, Paul Maynard 
and Louie French.

Other potential con-
tenders have also received 
endorsements from Tory 
ranks, as the Conservative 
Party is known, despite not 
yet launching a bid of their 
own.

MPs Chloe Smith, Julian 
Knight and Jackie-Doyle 
Price have backed Truss, 
while Tory peer and minis-
ter Lord Goldsmith has said 
Zahawi “stands apart from 
most rivals.” Gosport MP 
Dame Caroline Dinenage 
has declared her support 
for Mordaunt, while former 
ministers Chris Philp and 
Rachel Maclean have said 
Javid would be their choice 
for PM.

The leadership bids to 
date have coincided with 
some controversy over the 
appointment of new min-
isters to Boris Johnson’s 
caretaker Cabinet.

Labour shadow minis-
ter Steve Reed lashed out at 
the Conservative Party after 
Sarah Dines, who report-
edly asked an alleged victim 
of Chris Pincher if he was 
gay, was made parliamen-
tary under-secretary of state 
jointly at the home Office 
and the Ministry of Justice.

British Conservative 
party members 
state loyalties  
in leadership race

US President Joe Biden in Langley, Virginia, on Friday. (AFP)
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Volodymyr Zelensky

Rishi Sunak

We cannot allow an 
out-of-control Supreme 
Court, working in 
conjunction with extremist 
elements of the Republican 
Party, to take away 
freedoms and our personal 
autonomy
Joe Biden
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QATAR Central Bank (QCB) 
has revealed that it settled 
more than 3,000 cheques 
worth QR80 million within 
the first day of extending the 
work of the Electronic Check 

Conversion (ECC).
Earlier in July, QCB an-

nounced the extension of 
the ECC system, directing all 
banks to implement the check 
conversion service through-
out the week, including week-
ends and during all official                           
holidays.

Twitter has legal edge in deal dispute with Musk: Experts 
AGENCIES 
WILMINGTON 

TWITTER has a strong legal 
case against Elon Musk walk-
ing away from his $44 billion 
deal to acquire the US social 
media company but could 
opt for a renegotiation or 
settlement instead of a long 
court fight, according to legal                       
experts.

Delaware courts, where 
the dispute between the two 
sides is set to be litigated, have 
set a high bar for acquirers be-
ing allowed to abandon their 
deals. But target companies 
often choose the certainty of 
a renegotiated deal at a lower 
price or financial compensa-
tion rather than a messy court 
battle that can last for many 
months, three corporate law 
professors interviewed by Re-
uters said.

“The argument for settling 
at something lower is that 
litigation is expensive,” said 
Adam Badawi, a law profes-
sor at UC Berkeley. “And this 
thing is so messy that it might 
not be worth it.”

Twitter and Musk spokes-
people did not immediately 
respond to requests for com-
ment.

Musk’s main claim against 
Twitter is that the San Francis-
co-based company breached 

their deal because it will not 
share with him enough infor-
mation to back up its claim 
that spam or fake accounts 
constitute less than 5 percent 
of its active users. Twitter has 
stood by this estimate but also 
said it’s possible the number 
of these accounts is higher.

Musk also said in a letter 
to Twitter on Friday that the 
company’s misrepresenta-
tion of the number of spam 
accounts might be a “mate-
rial adverse effect (MAE)” that 
would allow him to walk away 
under the terms of the deal 
contract.

But legal experts said Del-
aware courts view MAEs as 
dramatic, unexpected events 
that cause long-term harm 
to a company’s performance. 
Deal contracts such as the one 
between Musk and Twitter are 
so prescriptive that a judge has 
ruled that an MAE has validly 
been triggered only once in 
the history of such litigation 
in the case of German health-
care group Fresenius Kabi AG 
ending its deal for U.S. generic 
drugmaker’s Akorn in 2018.

In that case, a court ruled 
that Akorn’s assurances to 
Fresenius that it was in com-
pliance with its regulatory 
obligations were inaccurate. 
It also found that Akorn had 
withheld facts about its de-

teriorating performance that 
emerged in whistleblower al-
legations.

Legal experts were dis-
missive of the idea that inac-
curate spam account numbers 

would amount to an MAE for 
Twitter on the same level as 
the problems that plagued 
Akorn.

“If it goes to court, Musk 
has the burden to prove more 

likely than not, that the spam 
account numbers not only 
were false, but they were so 
false that it will have signifi-
cant effect on Twitter’s earn-
ings going forward,” said Ann 

Lipton, associate dean for fac-
ulty research at Tulane Law 
School.

llustration shows Elon 
Musk image on smartphone 
and printed Twitter logos

Musk also claimed that 
Twitter breached their agree-
ment by firing two key high-
ranking employees, its rev-
enue product lead and general 
manager of consumer, without 
his consent as required by 
their contract.

“That’s probably the only 
claim that has any purchase,” 
said Brian Quinn, a professor 
at Boston College Law School, 
but he added he did not be-
lieve the firings were serious 
enough to affect Twitter’s 
business.

In 2020, the Delaware 
court allowed Mirae Asset 
Capital Co of South Korea to 
walk away from a $5.8 billion 
luxury hotel deal because the 
pandemic caused the seller, 
Anbang Insurance Group of 
China, to alter its ordinary 
course hotel operations.

Most of the times the 
courts find in favor of the 
target companies and order 
acquirers to complete their 
deals - a legal remedy known 
as “specific performance.”

In 2001, for example, Ty-
son Foods, the largest US 
chicken processor, decided it 

no longer wanted to buy the 
largest meatpacker, IBP. A 
judge ordered that the deal be 
completed.

Many companies, howev-
er, choose to settle with their 
acquirers to end uncertainty 
about their future that can 
weigh on their employees, cus-
tomers and suppliers.

This happened more fre-
quently when the COVID-19 
pandemic broke out in 2020 
and delivered a global eco-
nomic shock. In one instance, 
French retailer LVMH threat-
ened to walk away from a deal 
with Tiffany. The US jewellery 
retailer agreed to lower the ac-
quisition price by $425 million 
to $15.8 billion.

Simon Property Group, 
the biggest US mall operator, 
managed to cut its purchase 
price of a controlling stake in 
rival Taubman Centers by 18 
percent to $2.65 billion.

Other companies let the 
acquirers walk away in ex-
change for financial compen-
sation. That includes medi-
cal technology firm Channel 
Medsystems, which sued Bos-
ton Scientific for trying to walk 
away from their $275 million 
deal. In 2019, a judge ruled the 
deal should be completed and 
Boston Scientific paid Channel 
Medsystems an undisclosed 
settlement.

AGENCIES 
NEW YORK

THE volume of global sukuk 
issuance this year will drop by 
about 12 percent on an annual 
basis as the cost of borrowing 
continues to rise amid global 
interest rate increases and fi-
nancing needs of issuers de-
cline, S&P Global Ratings has 
said in a recent report 

Total issuances this year 
are expected to reach about 
$130 billion, down from the 
$147.4 billion recorded in 
2021, the agency said in the 
report.

“We have revised down 
our sukuk issuance forecasts 
for 2022 to about $130 billion 
from our initial projection of 
$145 billion to $150 billion, 
and we see further risks build-
ing,” Mohamed Damak, global 
head of Islamic finance at                                                                                                              
S&P, said.

“Historically high inflation 
and subsequent rate increases 
have also reduced global li-
quidity and made it more ex-
pensive,” he said.

Benchmark interest rates 
around the world are rising 
as policymakers attempt to 
keep inflation in check, with 
consumer prices in the US, 
the world’s biggest economy, 
climbing to a 40-year high                    
in May.

The US Federal Reserve, 
which kept rates near zero 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic, reacted last month 
with a larger-than-expected 
three quarters of a percentage 
point interest rate increase, 
its third in three months and 
the biggest since 1994, as part 
of efforts to control inflation.

The Fed has indicated 
there are more rate increases 
to come this year and next, 
and most central banks 

around the world are expect-
ed to follow suit to bring en-
ergy and food prices driven by 
inflation under control.

For 2022, inflation global-
ly has been forecast at 5.7 per-
cent in advanced economies 
and 8.7 percent in emerging 
market and developing econ-
omies, according to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

Inflation, however, is 
relatively lower in the hydro-
carbons-rich economic bloc 
of the GCC. Consumer price 
rises are expected to remain 
in low single digits this year.

Investors’ risk aversion 
has also increased, with ma-
jor segments of the capital 
markets experiencing “signif-
icantly lower activity” in the 
first half of 2022 compared 
with last year, according                       
to S&P.

“The sukuk market, as a 
component of the global capi-
tal market, is not immune to 
global trends,”Damak said.

Sukuk issuances, both lo-
cal and foreign currency de-
nominated deals, dropped to 
$74.5 billion in the first half 
of 2022, compared with $93.3 

billion reported in the first six 
months of the 2021.

Most core Islamic financ-
ing markets recorded lower 
sukuk issuance activity, with a 
few exceptions including Tur-
key, Bahrain and the UAE that 
reported “marginally higher 
numbers”.

Saudi Arabia, Opec’s big-
gest oil exporter, said there 
was an increase in local cur-
rency issuance volumes, as the 
government focused on devel-
oping its local capital market.

“The rise in oil prices since 
2021 has boosted the balance 

sheets of several issuers in core 
Islamic finance countries. We 
were, therefore, not surprised 
to see a decrease in issuance in 
first-half 2022,” Damak said.

Corporate issuers also re-
mained cautious about tap-
ping sukuk markets to finance 
their capital expenditure plans 
in the first half of this year.

“The scars of the pandemic 
and uncertainty related to the 
financing environment have 
led many to rein in growth in-
vestments, turn to banks for 
funding, or start deleverag-
ing,” he added.

Global sukuk volumes set to 
slide to $130 billion in 2022 
amid expensive liquidity: S&P

Elon Musk’s main claim against Twitter is that the San Francisco-based company breached their deal 
because it will not share with him enough information to back up its claim that spam or fake accounts 
constitute less than 5 percent of its active users. 

Total issuances of sukuk this year are expected to reach about $130 billion, down from the $147.4 billion recorded in 2021. 

More than 3,000 cheques 
settled on first day of 
ECC extending work: QCB

The Qatar Central Bank in Doha.  

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

GOLD prices will remain ele-
vated in the second half of 2022 
if stock markets continue to un-
derperform, geopolitical risks 
persist and inflation remains 
high, the World Gold Council 
said in its latest report.

The precious metal, which 
investors turn to as a hedge 
against inflation, ended the 
first half of 2022 up 0.6 per 
cent, initially rallying as the 
Russia-Ukraine war unfolded, 
prompting investors to seek 

high-quality and liquid hedges 
amid increased economic un-
certainty, the London-based 
council said in its mid-year 
review.

Gold’s stabilisation was in 
response to a “tug of war be-
tween rising interest rates and 
a high-risk environment”, the 
WGC said on Friday.

“The latter was a combina-
tion of persistently high infla-
tion, as well as likely support 
from the extended conflict 
in Ukraine and its potential 
knock-on effects on global 
growth.”

Gold prices to remain 
‘elevated’ amid global 
economic uncertainty
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After going on a frenzied 
hiring spree for a year and a 
half to meet surging shopper 
demand, America’s retailers 
are starting to temper their re-
cruiting.

the changing mindset 
comes as companies con-
front a pullback in consumer 
spending, the prospect of an 
economic downturn and surg-
ing labor costs. Some analysts 
suggest that merchants have 
also learned to do more with 
fewer workers.

the nation’s top employer, 
Walmart, said it recently over-
hired because of a COVID-
related staffing shortage and 
then reduced its head count 
through attrition. In April, 
Amazon said it, too, had de-
cided that it had an excess of 
workers in its warehouses. 
And fedex, whose customers 
include big retailers, said late 
last month that it was hiring 
fewer people.

In addition, new data 
shows that retailers in recent 
months have been scaling 
back sign-on bonuses and are 
no longer relaxing job require-
ments — a sign that they no 
longer feel compelled to ex-
pand their applicant pool, ac-
cording to the labor analytics 
company Lightcast. And Sna-
gajob, an online marketplace 

for hourly work, reports that 
job postings in retailing have 
been slowing in the past cou-
ple of months, though they re-
main up from a year ago.

retailers “are going to take 
a conservative view of what’s 
possible and what’s neces-
sary, because the price they 
will pay for being wrong will 
be minimum if they run out of 
goods and don’t have enough 
staff, and massive if they wind 
up with an inventory glut and 
they have too many people 
employed,” said Mark Cohen, 
director of retail studies at Co-
lumbia University and a for-
mer CeO of Sears Canada.

the easing of retail hir-
ing is happening in a labor 
market that has undergone 
volatile swings throughout the 
recovery from the pandemic 
recession of 2020. early on, 
companies like Amazon, tar-
get and Walmart that provide 
necessities and goods for the 
home stepped up their hiring 
to meet a crushing demand 
from online shoppers. At the 
same time, stores like Macy’s 
and Nordstrom whose cloth-
ing lines were considered non-
essential by many at the time, 
temporarily laid off workers 
during nationwide lockdowns.

the pullback in retail hir-
ing comes against the back-
drop of a still-robust national 
job market. On friday, the 

government is expected to re-
port that America’s employers 
added 275,000 jobs in June, 
according to economists sur-
veyed by the data provide 
factSet. that would amount 
to a solid gain, though it would 
be the smallest monthly total 
in more than a year. It would 
suggest that the pace of hiring 
may be easing — something 
the federal reserve has been 
hoping for as it looks to slow 
the economy and curb high in-
flation.

the unemployment rate 
for June is expected to have 
remained 3.6%, just above the 
half-century low that preced-
ed the pandemic and a sign 
that the demand for workers, 
economy-wide, is still strong.

the job market became 
extremely tight starting in 
the spring of 2021, after the 
country emerged from the 
lockdowns and people, many 
of them newly vaccinated, 
were eager to shop and dine 
out again. At the same time, 
many workers were reassess-
ing their jobs and whether 
the long hours were worth the 
paycheck, and some decided 
not to return to their employ-
ers.

In May, the retail industry 
shed about 61,000 positions, 
though overall employment 
in the sector is still 159,000 
above its pre-pandemic feb-

ruary 2020 level. Jack Klein-
henz, chief economist at the 
National retail federation, 
the nation’s largest retail 
trade group, said he believes 
the decline is more of an aber-
ration. In a most recent report 
on job departures, he noted, 
there were 1.1 million retail 
job openings even while about 
730,000 people in retail were 
receiving unemployment ben-
efits. that meant that retail 
job openings vastly exceeded 
the number of people claim-
ing unemployment benefits.

But shifting consumer be-
havior is already weighing on 
retailers and other types of 
businesses as well. Netflix and 
Peloton have announced lay-
offs, for example while tech-
nology behemoths like face-
book’s parent Meta Platforms 
Inc. and Uber technologies 
say they have moderated their 
hiring plans. Such a pullback, 
if replicated elsewhere, might 
herald a broader scaling-back 
of hiring across the economy 
and, eventually, help slow the 
economy and ease high infla-
tion.

the latest round of retail 
earnings reports show how 
surging inflation in gas and 
other necessities is making 
shoppers, particularly lower-
income households, avoid 
discretionary purchases and 
focus more on basics. 

Retailers scale back 
hiring as worry about 
a slowdown grows

A customer checks price tags as she shops at a retail store in Schaumburg, Ill., Thursday, June 30, 2022.

Agencies

A strong hiring report for June 
has assuaged fears that the 
U.S. economy might be on the 
cusp of a recession — and high-
lighted the resilience of the na-
tion’s job market.

Yet the figures the gov-
ernment released friday also 
spotlighted the sharp divide 
between the healthy labor 
market and the rest of the 
economy: Inflation has soared 
to 40-year highs, consumers 
are increasingly gloomy, home 
sales and manufacturing are 
weakening and the economy 
might actually have shrunk for 
the past six months.

the contrasting picture 
suggests an economy at a 
crossroads. Strong hiring and 
wage growth could help stave 
off recession. Or, conversely, 
painful inflation and stead-
ily higher borrowing rates 
engineered by the federal re-
serve could discourage con-
sumer and business spending 
and weaken growth, eventu-
ally leading businesses to scale 
back hiring or even cut jobs.

for now, at least, the lat-
est jobs data from the Labor 
Department shows that many 
businesses still want to keep 

hiring. employers added 
372,000 jobs in June, a sur-
prisingly robust gain and in 
line with the pace of the previ-
ous two months. economists 
had expected job growth to 
slow sharply last month given 
the broader signs of economic 
weakness.

the unemployment rate 
remained 3.6% for a fourth 
straight month, matching a 
near-50-year low that was 
reached before the pandemic 
struck in early 2020.

“for all the doom and 
gloom that’s in the markets 
right now, companies them-
selves still seem pretty upbeat 
on their own progress,” said 
James Knightley, chief econo-
mist at ING, a bank. “It sort of 
dampens the near-term fear 
that we’re heading into an im-
pending recession.”

Still, there’s plenty of un-
certainty clouding the econo-
my’s outlook. Consumers cut 
back on their spending, when 
adjusted for inflation, in May 
for the first time this year. 
Home sales have fallen 9% 
from a year ago. And the fed-
eral reserve is raising its key 
interest rate at the fastest pace 
in three decades, with the goal 
of cooling consumer and busi-

ness spending and curbing in-
flation but heightening the risk 
that it will eventually cause a 
recession.

“the economic tea leaves 
get harder to read when the 
economy is at a turning point,” 
said Daniel Zhao, senior econ-
omist at employment website 
Glassdoor. “Or, put another 
way, turning points are only 
obvious in hindsight.”

Jason furman, a Harvard 
economist who was a top eco-
nomic adviser to President 

Barack Obama, said the gap 
between the healthy jobs data 
and the overall economic pic-
ture is the widest it’s been in 
70 years. In the first half this 
year, employers added 2.7 
million jobs, even while other 
data suggests that the overall 
economy contracted during 
that time.

“everything about the 
economy over the last 2 1/2 
years,” furman said, “has been 
extremely unusual, and it con-
tinues to be.”

furman noted that the data 
on economic growth might be 
revised in the coming months 
to show that the economy ac-
tually did expand earlier this 
year, at least slightly. Or, many 
employers might be playing 
catch-up on hiring after hav-
ing struggled to find workers 
for months and may soon scale 
back staffing as the economy 
contracts. for now, numerous 
sectors of the economy posted 
strong job gains in June. Health 
care added 78,000, transporta-

tion and warehousing 36,000 
and professional services — a 
category that includes account-
ing, engineering, and legal ser-
vices — gained 74,000. And a 
sector that includes mainly res-
taurants, hotels and entertain-
ment jobs added 67,000.

John Schall, the owner of 
a Boston-based tex-Mex res-
taurant chain called el Jefe’s 
taqueria, is enjoying strong 
sales growth and says he’s 
optimistic about his business. 
He plans to open his eighth 
restaurant next week in Pitts-
burgh. Schall has hired five 
managers there and will add 
up to 30 hourly workers.

Having opened six stores 
in the chaotic two years since 
the pandemic struck, he is 
relatively unfazed by inflation 
and supply chain problems.

“All of them are issues, but 
overall, I couldn’t be more ex-
cited about where we’re at and 
where we’re going,” Schall said.

rising prices have eroded 
his profits, he said, but he 
thinks inflation will prove tem-
porary, so he isn’t planning 
price increases beyond one he 
imposed nine months ago.

Yet some companies are 
announcing layoffs or have 
paused hiring. In particular, 

several large retailers, includ-
ing Walmart and Amazon, 
have said they over-hired 
during the pandemic, with 
Walmart reducing its head-
count by attrition. retailers 
cut an average of 9,000 jobs a 
month in the April-June quar-
ter, after having added 70,000 
a month from January through 
March. that trend may mean 
that stores anticipate slower 
spending ahead.

Leah Kirpalani, the found-
er of Shop Good, a “clean beau-
ty” and wellness business with 
two locations in San Diego, is 
watching her sales nervously. 
She’s noticed that consum-
ers are increasingly focusing 
on essentials like moisturiz-
ers and cleansers. Most aren’t 
picking up extra products like 
serums, she said, and they’re 
being hesitant about trying 
new products.

for now, she has no plans 
to reduce staff. But that could 
change if conditions worsen.

the fed may regard the 
strong June job gain as evi-
dence that the rapid pace of 
hiring is further feeding infla-
tion as companies raise pay 
to attract workers and then 
increase prices to cover their 
higher labor costs.

A robust June jobs report clouds outlook for US economy

Global bond and equity markets have 
been particularly volatile in recent 
weeks as the general sell-off that 

started early this year deepened with the de-
terioration of the macro outlook. the main 
reason for such moves was the multitude 
of negative prints coming from inflation 
figures in key advanced economies. In fact, 
the headline consumer price index (CPI) 
for the US and the euro area accelerated 
further in May 2022. At 8.6% for the US and 
8.1% for the euro area, the CPI prints came 
well above the 2% target of their respective 
monetary authorities.

Importantly, the inflation figures for 
May were significantly higher than what was 
expected by both policymakers and inves-
tors. this was particularly relevant in the 
US, where a debate about “peak inflation” 
was gaining ground before new figures were 
released. 

Higher than expected inflation led to 
even more pressure on the US federal re-
serve (fed) and the european Central Bank 
(eCB) to pivot away from an excessively ac-
commodative stance and accelerate the pace 
of monetary policy normalization. 

this piece dives into the main challenges 
faced by both the fed and the eCB in recent 
months. 

In the US, the fed is “behind the curve,” 
having to tighten policy rates more rapidly 
to contain inflation. Last time US inflation 
reached the May 2022 highs was in early 
1982, when the fed policy rate was 15%, 
versus the current level of 1.75%. In the 
past, every time US inflation breached the 
5% mark, the price spiral problem was not 
contained before policy rates were aggres-
sively hiked to a level that was at least as 
high as peak inflation. every single time 
that this happened, the monetary tightening 
contributed to a recession. 

this time, however, it seems extremely 
unlikely that US policy rates would move 
above existing inflation rates. the level of 
overall indebtedness in the US public and 
private sector, at around USD 85 trillion or 
350% of GDP, would make it very difficult 
for the fed to sustain policy rates much 
above 3.5% to 4%. Doing so would increase 
the debt burden too much too quickly, 
increasing the risk of a financial crisis or 
a sudden stop in consumption and invest-
ment. thus, if inflation does not moderate 
over the next few months, the fed will have 
to face some difficult choices in terms of 
what aspect of its mandate it should prior-
itize – price stability, full employment or 
financial stability. this could be one of the 
most difficult trade-offs of the history of 
the fed. 

In the euro area, policy choices for 
the eCB are equally difficult. After several 
quarters in the doldrums with the deflation-
ary effect from the pandemic, prices spiked 
sharply in the second half of 2021, surpris-
ing most analysts and investors. In fact, this 
became the most severe inflationary shock 
the euro area has ever experienced in its 
more than twenty three years of history. 
taking Germany as a proxy for inflation 
for the region during the pre-euro era, last 
time inflation reached the May 2022 highs 
was in mid-1973, when the Bundesbank 
policy rate was 7%, versus the current 
eCB policy rate of -0.5%. the negative gap 
between inflation and policy rates is mul-
tiple times anything seen over the last two 
generations. this suggests that the eCB 

has a lot of “catch up” to do in terms of rate 
hikes, particularly as a widening interest 
rate differential against the US would place 
more pressure on the eUr. In the absence 
of a meaningful cycle of eCB rate hikes, the 
eUr could depreciate further against the 
USD, adding to inflation pressures as the 
cost of imported goods increase.

However, monetary tightening in the 
euro area could be costly. the macro situ-
ation differs across countries within the 
euro area, particularly when it comes to 
employment rates, fiscal needs and debt 
levels. Mediterranean countries of the South 
or the “periphery” of the euro area, such as 
Greece, Spain and Italy, have higher un-
employment rates, fiscal deficits and debt 
levels than the stronger economies of the 
North (Germany, Austria, Belgium and the 
Netherlands). Hence, Southern european 
economies are more vulnerable to a “hawk-
ish” pivot from the eCB. this is already 
starting to transpire as intra-eUr bond 
spreads widen, making it more expensive to 
fund Southern economies. If this continues, 
higher rates could cause another regional 
debt crisis in the “periphery” of the euro 
area. this problem could be amplified by the 
escalation of the conflict with russia, which 
could develop into an acute energy scarcity 
in some Western european countries, caus-
ing a sudden stop in manufacturing activity. 

All in all, both the fed and the eCB 
are under pressure to deliver lower infla-
tion as part of their mandates. However, 
this requires more aggressive policy ac-
tions that could lead to severe unintended 
consequences, such as deep recessions and 
more financial instability. If inflation does 
not moderate significantly over the coming 
months, this is likely to become to reality 
and could create the most difficult environ-
ment for monetary policymaking since the 
“stagflationary” period of the 1970s.

 — By QNB Economics Team

US Fed, ECB under pressure  
to deliver lower inflation
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Gas lines and scuffles: Sri Lanka 
faces humanitarian crisis

Chamila Nilanthi is tired of all the 
waiting. The 47-year-old mother 
of two spent three days lining up 
to get kerosene in the Sri Lankan 
town of Gampaha, northeast of 

the capital, Colombo. Two weeks earlier she 
spent three days in a queue for cooking gas 
— but came home with none.

“I am totally fed up, exhausted,” she 
said. “I don’t know how long we have to do 
this.’’ A few years ago Sri Lanka’s economy 
was growing strongly enough to provide 
jobs and financial security for most. It’s now 
in a state of collapse, dependent on aid from 
India and other countries as its leaders des-
perately try to negotiate a bailout with the 
International Monetary Fund.

The collapse has brought political tur-
moil and protests demanding the resigna-
tions of both Prime Minister Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe and President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 
Wickremesinghe agreed Saturday to resign 
as protesters stormed the president’s resi-
dence, saying he would leave office when all 
parties have agreed on a new government.

What’s happening in this South Asian 
island nation of 22 million is worse than the 
usual financial crises seen in the developing 
world: It’s a complete economic breakdown 
that has left people struggling to buy food, 
fuel and other necessities and resulted in 
unrest and violence.

“It really is veering quickly into a hu-
manitarian crisis,” said Scott Morris, a sen-
ior fellow at the Center for Global Develop-
ment in Washington.

Such disasters are more commonly seen 
in poorer countries, in sub-Saharan Africa 
or in war-torn Afghanistan. In middle-in-
come countries such as Sri Lanka, they are 
rarer but not unheard of: 6 million Ven-
ezuelans have fled their oil-rich country to 
escape a seemingly unending political crisis 
that has devastated the economy.

Indonesia, once touted as an “Asian Ti-
ger” economy, endured Depression-level 
deprivation in the late 1990s that led to ri-
ots and political unrest and swept away a 
strongman who had held power for three 
decades. The country now is a democracy 
and a member of the Group of 20 biggest 
industrial economies.

Sri Lanka’s crisis is largely the result 
of staggering economic mismanagement 
combined with fallout from the pandemic, 
which along with 2019 terrorism attacks 
devastated its important tourism industry. 
The coronavirus crisis also disrupted the 
flow of remittances from Sri Lankans work-
ing abroad.

The government took on big debts and 
slashed taxes in 2019, depleting the treasury 
just as COVID-19 hit. Foreign exchange re-
serves plummeted, leaving Sri Lanka unable 
to pay for imports or defend its beleaguered 
currency, the rupee.

Ordinary Sri Lankans — especially the 
poor — are paying the price. They wait for 
days for cooking gas and petrol in lines that 
can extend more than 2 kilometers (1.2 
miles). Sometimes, like Chamila Nilanthi, 
they go home with nothing.

At least 16 people have died so far wait-
ing for gasoline. One was a 63-year-old man 

found inside his vehicle on the outskirts 
of Colombo. Unable to get fuel, some have 
given up driving and resorted to bicycles or 
public transportation to get around.

The government has closed urban 
schools and some universities and is giv-
ing civil servants every Friday off for three 
months to conserve fuel and allow them 
time to grow their own fruit and vegetables.

Food price inflation is running at 57%, 
according to government data, and 70% of 
Sri Lankan households surveyed by UNICEF 
last month reported cutting back on food 
consumption. Many families rely on gov-
ernment rice handouts and donations from 
charities and generous individuals.

Unable to find cooking gas, many Sri 
Lankans are turning to kerosene stoves or 
cooking over open fires.

Affluent families can use electric induc-
tion ovens for cooking, unless the power is 
out. But most Sri Lankans can’t afford those 
stoves or higher electric bills.

Sri Lankans furious over fuel shortages 
have staged protests, blocked roads and con-
fronted police. Fights have broken out when 
some try to jump ahead in fuel lines. Police 
have attacked unruly crowds.

One night in June, a soldier was seen as-
saulting a police officer at a fuel station in a 
dispute over gasoline distribution. The police 
officer was hospitalized. The police and mili-
tary are separately investigating the incident.

The crisis is a crushing blow to Sri Lan-
ka’s middle class, estimated to account for 
15% to 20% of the country’s urban popula-
tion. Until it all came apart, they enjoyed 
financial security and increasing standards 
of living.

Such a reversal is not unprecedented. In 
fact, it looks like what happened to Indone-
sia in the late 1990s.

The U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment — which runs aid projects for poor 
countries — was preparing to close up shop 
in the Indonesian capital, Jakarta; the coun-

try didn’t seem to need the help. “As one of 
the Asian Tigers, it had worked its way off 
the aid list,” said Jackie Pomeroy, an econo-
mist who worked on a USAID project in the 
Indonesian government before joining the 
World Bank in Jakarta.

But then a financial crisis — triggered 
when Thailand suddenly devalued its cur-
rency in July 1997 to combat speculators 
— swept across East Asia. Plagued by wide-
spread corruption and weak banks, Indo-
nesia was hit especially hard. Its currency 
plummeted against the U.S. dollar, forcing 
Indonesian companies to cough up more ru-
piahs to pay back dollar-denominated loans.

Businesses closed. Unemployment 
soared. Desperate city dwellers returned to 
the countryside where they could grow their 
own food. The Indonesian economy shrank 
more than 13% in 1998, a Depression-level 
performance.

Desperation turned to rage and dem-
onstrations against the government of Su-

harto, who had ruled Indonesia with an iron 
fist since 1968. “It very quickly rolled into 
scenes of political unrest,” Pomeroy said. “It 
became an issue of political transition and 
Suharto.’’ The dictator was forced out in May 
1998, ending autocratic rule.

Although they live in a democracy, many 
Sri Lankans blame the politically dominant 
Rajapaksa family for the disaster. “It’s their 
fault, but we have to suffer for their mis-
takes,” said Ranjana Padmasiri, who works 
as a clerk at a private firm.

Prominent Rajapaksas have resigned — 
former Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
and Basil Rajapaksa, who was finance min-
ister. Protesters demanding that President 
Rajapaksa also step down have camped out-
side his office in Colombo for more than two 
months.

Resignation, Padmasiri said, isn’t 
enough. “They can’t get away easily,” he 
said. “They must be held responsible for this  
crisis.’’

A daily wage laborer waits for work at a wholesale market in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sunday, June 26, 2022. Sri Lankans have endured months of shortages of food, fuel and other necessities due to the 
country’s dwindling foreign exchange reserves and mounting debt, worsened by the pandemic and other longer term troubles.

For years, there’s been a 
cardinal rule for flying civil-
ian drones: Keep them within 
your line of sight. Not just 
because it’s a good idea — it’s 
also the law.

But some drones have re-
cently gotten permission to 
soar out of their pilots’ sight. 
They can now inspect high-
voltage power lines across the 
forested Great Dismal Swamp 
in Virginia. They’re tracking 
endangered sea turtles off 
Florida’s coast and monitor-
ing seaports in the Nether-
lands and railroads from New 
Jersey to the rural West.

Aviation authorities in the 
U.S. and elsewhere are pre-
paring to relax some of the 
safeguards they imposed to 
regulate a boom in off-the-
shelf consumer drones over 
the past decade. Businesses 
want simpler rules that could 
open your neighborhood’s 
skies to new commercial ap-
plications of these low-flying 
machines, although privacy 
advocates and some airplane 
and balloon pilots remain 
wary.

For now, a small but grow-

ing group of power compa-
nies, railways and delivery 
services like Amazon are lead-
ing the way with special per-
mission to fly drones “beyond 
visual line of sight.” As of early 
July, the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration had approved 
230 such waivers — one of 
them to Virginia-based Do-
minion Energy for inspecting 
its network of power plants 
and transmission lines.

“This is the first step of 
what everybody’s expecting 
with drones,” said Adam Lee, 
Dominion’s chief security of-
ficer. “The first time in our 
nation’s history where we’ve 
now moved out into what I 
think everyone’s expecting 
is coming.” That expectation 
— of small drones with lit-
tle human oversight deliver-
ing packages, assessing home 
insurance claims or buzzing 
around on nighttime security 
patrols — has driven the FAA’s 
work this year to craft new 
safety guidelines meant to fur-
ther integrate drones into the 
national airspace.

The FAA said it is still re-
viewing how it will roll out 

routine operations enabling 
some drones to fly beyond 
visual line of sight, although 
it it has signaled that the per-
missions will be reserved for 
commercial applications, not 
hobbyists.

“Our ultimate goal is you 
shouldn’t need a waiver for 
this process at all. It becomes 
an accepted practice,” said 
Adam Bry, CEO of California 
drone-maker Skydio, which 
is supplying its drones to Do-
minion, railroad company 
BNSF and other customers 
with permission to fly beyond 
line of sight.

“The more autonomous 
the drones become, the more 
they can just be instantly 
available anywhere they could 
possibly be useful,” Bry said.

Part of that involves de-
ciding how much to trust 
that drones won’t crash into 
people or other aircraft when 
their operators aren’t looking. 
Other new rules will require 
drones to carry remote iden-
tification — like an electronic 
license plate — to track their 
whereabouts. And in the af-
termath of Russia’s war in 

Ukraine — where both sides 
have used small consumer 
drones to target attacks — the 
White House has been push-
ing a parallel effort to counter 
the potential malicious use of 
drones in the U.S.

At a gas-fired plant in 

Remington, Virginia, which 
helps power some of Washing-
ton’s suburbs, a reporter with 
The Associated Press watched 
in June as Dominion Energy 
drone pilots briefly lost visual 
line of sight of their inspection 
drone as it flew around the 

backside of a large fuel tank 
and the top of a smoke stack.

That wouldn’t have been 
legally possible without Do-
minion’s recently approved 
FAA waiver. And it wouldn’t 
have been technically possible 
without advancements in col-
lision-avoidance technology 
that are enabling drones to fly 
closer to buildings.

Previously, “you would 
have to erect scaffolding or 
have people go in with a buck-
et truck,” said Nate Robie, who 
directs the drone program at 
Dominion. “Now you can go 
in on a 20-minute flight.” Not 
everyone is enthused about 
the pending rules. Pilots of 
hot air balloons and other 
lightweight aircraft warn that 
crashes will follow if the FAA 
allows largely autonomous de-
livery drones the right of way 
at low altitudes.

“These drones cannot see 
where they are flying and are 
blind to us,” said a June call to 
action from the Balloon Fed-
eration of America.

Broader concerns come 
from civil liberties groups that 
say protecting people’s priva-

cy should be a bigger priority.
“There is a greater chance 

that you’ll have drones flying 
over your house or your back-
yard as these beyond-visual-
line-of-sight drone operations 
increase,” said Jeramie Scott, 
a senior counsel at the Elec-
tronic Privacy Information 
Center who sat on the FAA’s 
advisory group working to 
craft new drone rules. “It’ll be 
much harder to know who to 
complain to.” EPIC and other 
groups dissented from the 
advisory group’s early recom-
mendations and are calling 
for stronger privacy and trans-
parency requirements — such 
as an app that could help peo-
ple identify the drones above 
them and what data they are 
collecting.

“If you want to fly beyond 
visual line of sight, especially 
if you are commercial, the 
public has a right to know 
what you’re flying, what data 
you are collecting,” said An-
drés Arrieta, director of con-
sumer privacy engineering at 
the Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation. “It seems like such a 
low bar.”

The next frontier for drones: Letting them fly out of sight

A drone flies at one of the Federal Aviation Administration’s desig-
nated drone testing sites run by nonprofit Northeast UAS Airspace 
Integration Research Alliance Inc., at Griffiss International Airport in 
Rome, N.Y., on June 11, 2021. 
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ELENA Rybakina came from 
behind to beat Tunisia’s Ons 
Jabeur 3-6, 6-2, 6-2, in the 
Wimbledon final to become 
the first player from Kazakh-
stan to win a Grand Slam sin-
gles title on Saturday.

Russia-born Rybakina, the 
17th seed who has been rep-
resenting Kazakhstan since 
2018, claimed her biggest ca-

reer success in 1 hour 47 min-
utes on first match point for 
her third title overall.

Her Russian heritage has 
been raised over the past days 
at the tournament which did 
not allow players from Russia 
and Belarus to compete in the 
wake of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

Rybakina has said she 
wants the war to end as soon 
as possible but also insisted 
she has been competing for 

Kazakhstan for several year.
The 23-year-old Rybakina 

received the Venus Rosewater 
Dish from the Duchess of Kent 
after her remarkable come-
back.

Third seed Jabeur had 
aimed to become the first 
player from the Arab world 
and the first African woman to 
win a major but found no an-
swer to Rybakina’s fightback 
and ended the match with two 
unforced errors.

“I was super nervous be-
fore the match. I’ve never felt 
something like this,” Rybakina 
said.

“It’s true I didn’t expect to 
be in the second week. To be a 
winner is just amazing. I don’t 
have the words to say how 
happy I am.” She added in the 
direction of Jabeur: “I want to 
thank Ons for the great match 
and everything you achieved. 
I think you are an inspiration 
for everybody. You have an 

amazing game, it was a joy to 
play against you and I learned 
so much today.

Jabeur quipped “Elena 
stole my title but it’s OK” but 
also said that “Elena played 
amazing and she deserves this.

“Hopefully next time it will 
be mine ... I love this tourna-
ment. I feel really sad but in 
tennis there is only one win-
ner. I’m trying to inspire peo-
ple from my country. I hope 
they are listening.” Jabeur, 

27, had the better start and 
won seven points in a row as 
she broke in the third game 
en route to a 3-1 lead and then 
went one set up with another 
eight unanswered points in 
the final two games.

But Rybakina converted 
her first break point in the 
opening game of the second 
set, saved four break points 
in her next two service games 
and levelled the sets two 
games later with an ace.

Rybakina, 23, kept up the 
momentum and broke Jabeur 
again at the start of the decider 
with a volley winner.

She then fought from 0-40 
down on her serve to hold 
for 4-2 with five unanswered 
points en route to victory two 
games later.

Jabeur finished with 24 
unforced errors after a mere 

six in the first set while Ry-
bakina’s more risky game saw 
her compile 33 unforced er-
rors but also 29 winners, 12 
more than Jabeur.

Russian media has cel-
ebrated Rybakina’s success, 
while she herself sought to be 
diplomatic about her victory.

Cheered on by the presi-
dent of the Kazakh tennis fed-
eration, Rybakina said: “He 
came to watch and support 
me from the semis. He was al-
ways on the phone through the 
weeks, through the matches, 
supporting me.

So I’m really, really grate-
ful for everything.” “I’m play-
ing for Kazakhstan for a very, 
very long time,” Rybakina 
said. “I represent (the country) 
in the biggest tournaments, 
Olympics, which was a dream 
come true.”

Rybakina rallies to beat Jabeur 
for historic Wimbledon crown

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

NOVAK Djokovic is happy to 
see Nick Kyrgios living up to his 
potential by reaching a Wim-
bledon final, even though he 
knows the danger that poses.

The Australian had not 
been beyond the fourth round 
at a Grand Slam for seven years 
prior to this tournament and 
has spoken openly about his 
mental struggles and reluctance 
to fully commit to the sport.

Now ranked 40th, Kyrgios 
skipped the whole clay-court 
season to stay at home in 
Australia but has made no se-
cret of his ambitions at Wim-
bledon, where he first broke 
through as a teenager in 2014.

Djokovic said: “In a way it’s 
a surprise because of his rank-
ing. He has never reached a 
grand slam final. So maybe not 
too many people are giving him 
big chances to reach the finals.

“I think, between us play-
ers, we always know how 
dangerous he is, on grass par-
ticularly, because of his game, 
because of his attitude on the 
court being so confident, just 
going for it, being a very com-
plete player.

“It seems like mentally he’s 
at a better state than where he 
was some years ago. These are 
the occasions he loves, where 
he thrives, in a big stage. So in 
a way it’s also not a surprise 
for me that he’s there.

“Honestly, as a tennis fan, 
I’m glad that he’s in the finals 
because he’s got so much tal-
ent. Everyone was praising him 
when he came on the tour, ex-
pecting great things from him.

“Of course, then we know 
what was happening through-
out many years with him men-
tally, emotionally. On and off 
the court, a lot of different 
things that were distracting 
him and he was not being able 
to get this consistency.

“For the quality player that 

he is, this is where he needs to 
be, and he deserves to be.” 

While Djokovic has the 
Grand Slam experience on his 
side, Kyrgios can take confi-
dence from the fact he is one of 
only three players - along with 
Jiri Vesely and Marat Safin - to 
hold a winning record against 
the 20-time grand slam cham-
pion from multiple meetings.

They have played twice 
before, both on hard courts in 
2017, with Kyrgios, who is bid-
ding to become the first Aus-

tralian man to claim a Grand 
Slam singles title since Lleyton 
Hewitt here 20 years ago, win-
ning in straight sets on each 
occasion.

While he has had his run-
ins with both Djokovic and Ra-
fael Nadal in the past, Kyrgios 
has spoken graciously about 
both this week and has great 
respect for what they have 
been able to achieve.

“I don’t think anyone will 
fill those shoes,” said the Aus-
tralian. “I feel like if I ever am 

able to lift a grand slam tro-
phy, please don’t put the pres-
sure on me to do another one.

“The one thing for sure, 
whether I win or lose on Sun-
day, I’m going to be happy. It’s 
such a great achievement that 
I thought I’d never be a part 
of. Especially at 27. I thought 
it was the later stages of my ca-
reer. But I just never thought 
it would be right here. I have 
a chance.” 

Djokovic will contest his 
32nd Grand Slam final and 

eighth at Wimbledon, where 
the only player to beat him at 
this stage was Andy Murray in 
2013.

Victory on Sunday would 
bring him a 21st slam title, put-
ting him ahead of Roger Feder-
er and one behind Nadal.

Despite all his experience, 
it was Djokovic who struggled 
with nerves early on in his 
semi-final against Cameron 
Norrie before recovering to 
win in four sets.

“I’m aware of what’s on 

the line,” said the 35-year-old, 
who, unless things change, 
will be unable to play at either 
the US Open or next year’s 
Australian Open.

“Every match, every grand 
slam that I get to play at this 
stage of my career, there is a lot 
on the line. I don’t know how 
many Grand Slam opportunities 
to win the trophy I will still have.

“So, of course, I’m ap-
proaching it with positive at-
titude and self-belief and will-
ingness to win.”

Djokovic aware of how ‘dangerous’ Kyrgios will be in final
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Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina celebrates with the Venus Rosewater Dish trophy as she shows it to crowd from the Centre court balcony after winning the women’s singles final 
against Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur at the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Saturday. Rybakina won 3-6, 6-2, 6-2. (AFP)

Ons Jabeur celebrates with her runners-up trophy. 

Elena Rybakina celebrates with the Venus Rosewater Dish trophy.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (left) will face Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (right) in the men’s singles final of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships on Sunday. Djokovic is seeking his 21st Grand Slam title and Kyrgios his first. (AFP)



Portugal fight from two goals down for a draw vs Switzerland
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

JESSICA Silva’s equalizer ensured the 
battle of the Group C underdogs ended 
all square as Portugal fought back from 
from 2-0 down against Switzerland to 
take a point at the women’s Euro 2022.

Trailing to goals from Coumba Sow 
and Rahel Kiwic inside the opening five 
minutes at Leigh Sports Village, Fran-
cisco Neto’s side, only at the finals as 
a result of Russia’s expulsion, hit back 
through Diana Gomes and Silva to 
claim a 2-2 draw.

They might have taken all three 
points had substitute Telma Encarna-
cao not been thwarted by a post at the 
death.

With defending champions Neth-
erlands and Sweden to come, that may 
not be enough to progress with both 
teams knowing before kick-off the 
game was essentially a must-win affair.

Switzerland, who had skipper Lia 
Walti winning her 100th cap, got off to 
a dream start when, with barely a min-
ute gone, Sow latched on to a loose ball 
25 yards out and smashed a shot across 
the scrambling keeper Ines Pereira and 
inside the far post.

Pereira was picking the ball out of 
her net for a second time with less than 

five minutes gone after defender Kiwic 
had timed her run perfectly to meet 
Ramona Bachmann’s free-kick and 
head home.

The shell-shocked Portuguese 
gradually worked their way into the 
game with striker Silva prominent, but 
they rarely looked like reducing the def-

icit as the Swiss defence - marshalled 
by Bachmann and Viola Calligaris - 
held firm with little real difficulty.

Silva fired over seven minutes fol-
lowing the restart after turning smartly 
on the edge of the box, but her side’s 
plight might have worsened seconds 
later when Bachmann found space on 
the left but fired across the face of goal 
with Ana-Maria Crnogorcevic begging 
in vain for a pull-back.

However, Portugal were back in 
it with 58 minutes gone when, after 
Swiss keeper Gaelle Thalmann had 
made a fine save to keep out Gomes’ 
firm header from Ana Borges’ corner, 
the central defender bundled the re-
bound over the line.

They were level within eight min-
utes when Silva got ahead of Calligaris 
to apply a sublime finish to Tatiana 
Pinto’s cross.

Dolores Silva saw a 70th-minute 
free-kick beaten away by Thalmann 
and Diana Silva passed up two good 
opportunities before Switzerland’s 
Geraldine Reuteler and Sow were de-
nied a winner by the woodwork and 
full-back Catarina Amado respectively.

But Encarnacao was equally un-
fortunate not to snatch victory with 
two minutes remaining when her shot 
came back off the post.

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

RED Bull’s Max Verstappen 
held off his Ferrari rivals to 
win a sprint race at the Austri-
an Grand Prix on Saturday to 
extend his lead atop the For-
mula One championship.

Title holder Verstappen 
won the 23-lap event from 
pole ahead of Ferrari drivers 
Charles Leclerc and Carlos 
Sainz and the victory also gives 
him pole position for Sunday’s 
full race.

George Russell was fourth 
for Mercedes, Sergio Perez 
rose from 13th at the start to 
fifth in the other Red Bull, and 
Russell’s team-mate Lewis 
Hamilton salvaged at least 

one point in eighth - the day 
after he and Russell had both 
crashed in qualifying.

Verstappen tops the cham-
pionship with 189 points and 
is now 38 points ahead of 
Perez and 44 clear of Leclerc, 
and like two months at the 
Emilia-Romagna GP will be 
eyeing full 34 points from 
sprint and race wins plus fast-
est lap Sunday.

“It was a decent race. We 
had good start in the begin-
ning and after that we were 
very closely matched. It was 
good, it was like a sprint 
should go, quite flat out,” said 
Verstappen who won in front 
of thousands of fellow Dutch 
fans in the stands.

“In the first few laps [the 

Ferraris] were also fighting 
a little bit, so I had a bit of a 
gap. After that I think we were 
quite similar in pace.

“I think tomorrow it’s go-

ing to be a quite interesting 
battle again.

The car is good. There’s a 
few things to fine tune but over-
all we have been really competi-

tive again this weekend.” 
Leclerc said: “Tomorrow is 

the race and hopefully we can 
have as good a start as today 
and put a bit more pressure on 
Max.

“I had a small fight with 
Carlos and towards the end I 
started to push. I was gaining 
a little bit, but it was very close 
overall.” 

The original start was 
aborted and another forma-
tion lap ordered after Zhou 
Guanyu’s Alfa Romeo stalled, 

got going again but had to 
start from the pitlane.

That was still better than 
Fernando Alonso who had to 
retire his Alpine with a techni-
cal problem before the start.

Verstappen narrowly won 
the start while Sainz passed 
Leclerc in turn one, only to 
loose second place again to his 
team-mate later in the open-
ing lap.

Further back Pierre Gasly’s 
Alpha Tauri was spun around 
after contact with Lewis Ham-

ilton’s Mercedes but able 
to continue. He later also 
touched with Sebastian Vettel 
whose Aston Martin spun off.

Verstappen pulled away up 
front as the two Ferraris bat-
tled fiercely for second place 
and was never troubled en 
route to victory and pole posi-
tion Sunday.

Valtteri Bottas of Alfa Ro-
meo will meanwhile start the 
race race from the back of the 
grid over power unit change 
penalties.

Verstappen holds off Ferraris for 
sprint race win and Austria pole

Vettel handed suspended fine
SEBASTIAN Vettel of Aston 
Martin has been handed a 
suspended $25,400 fine for 
storming out of the Formula One 
drivers’ briefing, governing body 
FIA said on Saturday.
The incident happened on 
Friday, when the German left 
the drivers’ meeting “without 
permission, and expressing 
frustration at the meeting,” the 
FIA statement reads.
FIA continued, saying that driv-

ers are “not free to leave when 
they want, this being a breach 
of the requirement to attend. 
Drivers at this level are role 
models for every driver around 
the world and in the opinion of 
the stewards Vettel failed to 
live up to that standard in this 
case.” 
According to media reports, 
tensions flared over the current 
implementation of rules and 
officiating. (DPA)

(L-R) Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen, Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc and Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr com-
pete during the sprint qualifying at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday, ahead of the F1 Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen competes in the sprint qualifying at the Red Bull Ring race 
track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday, ahead of the F1 Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

Grid for the Austrian GP, shaped by the finishing order 
of Saturday’s sprint at the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg:
Front row
Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)
Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari)
2nd row
Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
3rd row
Sergio Pérez (MEX/Red Bull)
Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)
4th row
Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) Lewis Hamilton 
(GBR/Mercedes)
5th row
Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari)
Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)

6th row
Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes)
Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
7th row
Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)
Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row
Alex Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes)
Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
9th row
Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) Sebastian 
Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
10th row
Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault)
Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
Note: Bottas starts at back after penalties for new 
power unit components.

Scoreboard

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton reacts after the sprint qualifying 
at the Red Bull Ring race track in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday. (AFP)

Hamilton says ‘mind-blowing’ 
that people cheered his crash

PA MEDIA/DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA)

LEWIS Hamilton has taken 
aim at Max Verstappen’s sup-
porters by saying it is “mind-
blowing” they cheered his 
crash at the Austrian Grand 
Prix.

Hamilton ended up in the 
tyre wall after he lost control 
of his Mercedes at 140mph 
(225 kilometre per hour) in 
qualifying on Friday night.

The British driver, who 
started ninth and finished 
one place higher in Satur-
day’s sprint race, emerged un-
scathed from the accident. But 
not before Verstappen’s or-
ange-clad army had celebrated 
his demise.

“I don’t agree with any of 
that, no matter what,” said 
Hamilton. “A driver could 
have been in hospital, and you 
are going to cheer that? 

“It is mind-blowing that 
people would do that, knowing 
how dangerous our sport is. I 
was grateful I didn’t end up in 
hospital and I wasn’t heavily 
injured.” 

Red Bull’s Verstappen, 
who won Saturday’s 23-lap 
dash at the Red Bull Ring to 
extend his championship lead 
and ensure he starts from the 
front for Sunday’s Austrian 
Grand Prix, was booed by 
Hamilton’s fans after he put 
his Red Bull on pole at Silver-
stone last weekend.

Hamilton continued: `”ou 
should never cheer someone’s 
downfall or someone’s injury.

“It shouldn’t have hap-
pened at Silverstone - even 

though it wasn’t a crash - and 
it shouldn’t have happened 
here.” 

Hamilton has endured a 
trying weekend in the Styrian 
mountains. The seven-time 
world champion is compet-
ing in the spare car following 
the extensive damage he sus-
tained in his high-speed quali-
fying smash.

He was then involved in an 
accident after the opening me-
tres of Saturday’s race when 
he became the meat in an Alex 
Albon-Pierre Gasly sandwich.

Hamilton’s front-right tyre 
made contact with Gasly’s left-
rear wheel, sending the French 
driver briefly up in the air and 
into a spin.

Hamilton was able to con-
tinue but dropped two places. 
He fought his way past Albon 
on the fourth lap and then 
overtook Alfa Romeo’s Valt-
teri Bottas on lap eight before 
eventually getting his way 
round Mick Schumacher with 
two laps remaining.

“I got a bit of wheelspin 
and I was under attack from 
the cars around me,” said 
Hamilton. 

“Pierre moved over on me 
so I had nowhere to go.

“It wasn’t particularly the 
most fun of races. I was so 
lucky [to get round the first 
lap] and I am grateful to have 
finished and get one point.” 

Sixty thousand spectators 
have travelled from Holland 
to Austria to turn this week-
end’s event into a home race 
for Verstappen and he did not 
disappoint with a composed 
performance from pole.

 Aston Martin’s German driver Sebastian Vettel drives into the gravel 
during the sprint qualifying in Spielberg, Austria, on Saturday. (AFP)

Ecclestone issues apology
PA MEDIA/DPA
SPIELBERG, AUSTRIA 

BERNIE Ecclestone has issued 
an apology for his controver-
sial comments about Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

In a recent interview on 
ITV’s Good Morning Britain, 
the former Formula One boss, 
91, said he would “take a bul-
let” for Putin, describing him 
as a “first-class person.” 

Ecclestone also said Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine was 
not “intentional,” and Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
could have done more to avert 
the conflict.

But in a video broadcast on 
Sky Sports on Saturday, Eccle-
stone said: “It would probably 
be good for me to get some 
things off my chest as well, 
things that have been bother-
ing me about what I said and 
what people think I’ve said.

“Often people, I think, 
come out and say things or do 
things without really too much 

thinking. Probably I did the 
same, and I can understand 
people thinking I’m defend-
ing what he’s done in Ukraine, 
which I don’t.

“I was brought up dur-
ing the war, the last war, so I 
know what it’s like. And I feel 
sorry for the people in Ukraine 
having to suffer for something 
they haven’t done.

“They’ve done nothing 
wrong. They didn’t start any-
thing. They want to get on with 
their lives.

“They want the kids to go 
to school, and try and go to 
work and earn a living to keep 
the family going. So they don’t 
deserve to have to suffer. It’s 
not good for anybody. I can’t 
see anyone getting anything 
out of this, and I think they 
should get together and get an 
agreement.

“I’m sorry if anything I’ve 
said has upset anybody be-
cause it certainly wasn’t in-
tended.” 

Seven-time world champi-

on Lewis Hamilton was deeply 
critical of Ecclestone’s com-
ments, saying he should not be 
provided with a platform to air 
his views.

“We don’t need any more 
of it,” said Hamilton ahead of 
last weekend’s British Grand 
Prix. “To hear from someone 
that believes in the war, and 
the displacement of millions 
of people and killing of thou-
sands people, and supporting 
that person (Putin) who is do-
ing that, is beyond me. I can-
not believe I heard that today.

“It is affecting all those 
people out there and people 
around the world. This is go-
ing to put us back decades, 
and we have yet to see the real 
brunt of the pain.

“So, why? We do not need 
to be supporting that but look-
ing into the future. We need 
more positivity. If you don’t 
have anything positive to con-
tribute to where we want to be 
going and where we want to 
be, don’t give them any space.”

Portugal’s striker Jessica Silva celebrates scoring her team’s second goal with team-
mates during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Group C match between Portugal and 
Switzerland at Leigh Sports Village stadium in England on Saturday. (AFP)
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AGENCIES
GALLE

THERE needed to be no re-
minder of the bigger, and far 
more important, picture play-
ing out in Sri Lanka but on a 
day of extraordinary scenes 
around the country the crick-
eters managed to focus on 
their task at hand and put to-
gether a tremendous fightback 
against Australia, reports esp-
ncricinfo.com.

ICC adds: Sri Lanka fought 
back hard on day two – bowl-
ing out Australia for 364 – be-
fore brilliant knocks from Di-
muth Karunaratne and Kusal 
Mendis helped them to 184/2.

Resuming day two at 
298/5, Australia were in a 
commanding position, with 
the aim of batting Sri Lanka 
out of the contest. But the Sri 
Lankan bowlers, especially 
debutant Prabath Jayasuriya 
had other plans. Wicketkeep-
er-batter Alex Carey would be 
the first one to be dismissed on 
Day 2, falling for 28, trying to 
attempt an audacious reverse-
sweep against Jayasuriya.

Jayasuriya would clinch his 
five-wicket haul, with Mitchell 
Starc edging one to first slip for 
1. Skipper Pat Cummins too 
couldn’t last long, with Kasun 
Rajitha trapping him lbw for 5. 
Jayasuriya’s debut Test would 
become all the memorable, 
as he got his sixth by scalping 
Lyon for 5. 

Sri Lanka’s valiant fight-
back would be complete when 
Mitchell Swepson fell for 3 
against Maheesh Theekshana, 
with Australia being bowled out 
for 364. Steve Smith would be 
left stranded at the other end, 
remaining unbeaten on 145. 

Pathum Nissanka’s strug-
gles against pace continued as 
he was dismissed by Mitchell 

Starc on 6, going for a flashy 
poke. That would be the only 
joy that the Australian bowlers 
would enjoy for a substantial 
period of time. 

Skipper Dimuth 
Karunaratne and Kusal Mendis 
embarked on a brilliant stand, 
with the Australian bowlers 
looking largely hapless against 
the patient approach of the 
pair. Both the players would 
bring up their half-centuries, as 
the Australians grew desperate 

to break the stand. 
With the day approaching 

its final phase and the total 
crossing 160, the visitors were 
now in desperate need of a 
breakthrough. 

The 152-run stand be-
tween Karunaratne and Kusal 
was finally broken by Mitch-
ell Swepson. The Sri Lankan 
captain was beaten for pace 
and trapped plumb in front of 
the stump by the leg-spinner. 
Karunaratne reviewed the call 

but to no avail, walking back 
for a well-made 86. 

The wicket gave Australia 
some relief before the close 
of play. Kusal (84*) and An-
gelo Mathews (6*) ensured 
that the hosts did not lose any 
more wickets, closing day two 
at 184/2, trailing Australia by 
180 runs. But with the Sri Lan-
kan anchor back in the hut, 
Australia will back themselves 
to get some early wickets on 
day three.

Karunaratne, Kusal lead Sri 
Lanka’s fightback at Galle

Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne plays shot on the second day play of the second cricket Test against  
Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Saturday. (AFP)
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Haku wins Amir Cup Bowling
QNA
DOHA

FINNISH Thomas Kaiu Haku 
won HH the Amir’s Bowling 
Cup championship title after 
his victory in the final on Fri-
day evening against Emirati 
Ahmed Al Mahri. Haku won 
410-355 points.

Qatari Yousef Al Jaber fin-
ished third in the tournament, 
which was organized by Qatar 
Bowling Association over eight 
consecutive days at the Qatar 
Bowling Center with the par-
ticipation of the most promi-
nent ranked players including 
Thai Anoop Aronsarnon.

The round of 16 saw six 
Qatari players, namely Yousef 
Al Jaber, Jassim Al Muraikhi, 
Badr Al Sada, Jassem Al Diab, 
Mansour Al Hajri and Nasser 
Al Sahouti, but only three of 
them qualified for the quarter-
finals, which Youssef Al Jaber 
won. Ali Nasser Al Sahouti, 
and Jassim Al Muraikhi lost to 
Emirati Ahmed Al Mahri.

The championship 
had a total prize money of 
US$102,000 which was dis-
tributed among the places 
from the first to 48th with the 
winner receiving $20,000 and 
the runner-up $12,000.

Haku expressed his happi-
ness on winning the title after 
fierce competition in the final 
from Al Mahri, and before that 
in the semi-final from Qatari 
Al Jaber. He stressed on his 
keenness to participate in this 
tournament annually because 
it is considered one of the best 
tournaments due to its good 
organization and presence of 
top players. 

He pointed out that the 
tournaments held in Qatar are 
the best organizational wise 
and technically in this part of 
the world given the top facili-
ties provided by Qatar federa-
tion.

For his part, Qatar’s 
Youssef Al Jaber expressed 
his satisfaction with the re-
sult he achieved, pointing out 

his ambition was to win the 
championship title, especially 
since he made a good start 
and topped the overall stand-
ings in the early stages. But in 
the semi-final a poor start in 
the first attempts saw Haku 
gain edge.

Al Jaber thanked the Qa-
tar Bowling Federation for its 
great interest in the players of 
the Qatari team, who showed 
good levels in the tournament, 
which witnessed the great 
participation of players from 
Asian, Arab and Gulf coun-
tries.

For his part, Salem Al Mar-
zouqi, Board Member of Qa-
tar Bowling Association and 
Tournament Director, praised 
the high technical level in the 
tournament. He applauded 
Qatar players’ performance as 
the competition was strong. 
It is also a good preparation 
for the national team players 
ahead of the Arab Champion-
ship, which will be held next 
August in Egypt, he stressed.

Australia 1st innings 
(Overnight 298-5, Smith 109, Carey 16)
U. Khawaja b R. Mendis  37
D. Warner b Rajitha  5
M. Labuschagne st Dickwella b Jayasuriya  104
S. Smith not out  145
T. Head b Jayasuriya  12
C. Green lbw b Jayasuriya  4
A. Carey c R. Mendis b Jayasuriya  28
M. Starc c K. Mendis b Jayasuriya  1
P. Cummins lbw b Rajitha  5

N. Lyon lbw b Jayasuriya  5
M. Swepson lbw b Theekshana  3
Extras: (b5, lb6, w1, nb3)  15
Total: (All out, 110 overs)  364
Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Warner), 2-70 (Khawaja), 3-204 
(Marnus Labuschagne), 4-238 (Head), 5-252 (Green), 
6-329 (Carey), 7-333 (Starc), 8-338 (Cummins), 9-345 
(Lyon), 10-364 (Swepson).
Bowling: Rajitha 25-4-70-2 (w1, nb3), R. Mendis 33-1-
117-1, Theekshana 16-2-48-1, Jayasuriya 36-3-118-6.

Sri Lanka 1st innings
P. Nissanka c Green b Starc  6
D. Karunaratne lbw b Swepson  86
K. Mendis not out  84
A. Mathews not out   6
Extras: (b1, w1)  2
Total: (For 2 wickets, 63 overs)  184 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Nissanka), 2-164 (Karunaratne)
Bowling: Starc 12-2-28-1, Cummins 13-4-34-0, Lyon 
21-1-69-0, Green 3-0-8-0 (w1), Swepson 11-2-31-1, 
Head 3-0-13-0.

Scoreboard

TOUR DE FRANCE

Van Aert takes stage eight Tour 
glory as Pogacar extends lead
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

WOUT Van Aert and Tadej 
Pogacar once again took the 
glory on stage eight of the 
Tour de France as Van Aert 
snatched his second victory of 
the week and Pogacar extend-
ed his lead in the yellow jersey.

After hopes of a breakaway 
success were extinguished as 
the race moved into Switzer-
land, Van Aert had the power 
to beat Michael Matthews in 
an uphill sprint to the Olym-
pic Stadium in Lausanne, but 
Pogacar, ever hungry for suc-
cess, was in the mix too as he 
came home in third.

And such is the appetite 
of a rider who has been com-
pared to ‘The Cannibal’ Eddy 
Merckx in recent days that the 
23-year-old tried to fight for 
what would have been a third 
stage win in as many days, and 
sounded disappointed when 
he could only manage third 
place.

“It was not that far away 
but it was a fun game today,” 
said the UAE Team Emirates 
rider said. “It was a long day, 
getting more hot and there 
were a lot of dangerous points.

“The last climb I liked. For 
the sprint maybe I hesitated 
a bit and Van Aert passed me 
with super speed. For sure I’m 
a little bit disappointed but 
third place is still great.” 

The Slovenian can con-
sole himself with having used 
bonus seconds to extend his 
overall lead to 39 seconds 
from Van Aert’s Jumbo-Visma 
team-mate Jonas Vingegaard.

The Ineos Grenadiers’ Ge-
raint Thomas sits third, 74 
seconds down going into Sun-
day’s mountain stage to the 
Portes du Soleil ski resort in 
Chatel.

This stage into Switzerland 

looked ideal for a large breaka-
way to go down the road and 
contest the honours, but only 
three riders - Mattia Cattaneo, 
Frederik Frison and Britain’s 
Fred Wright - had gone clear 
before a crash split the pelo-
ton.

Pogacar took a tumble 
but described it as “one of the 
softest crashes I ever experi-
enced.” 

Thomas, David Gaudu and 
Romain Bardet were among 
those held up, so the pack sat 
up to allow a regrouping, leav-
ing three-strong break dan-
gling up the road in a doomed 
mission.

Team BikeExchange-
Jayco, working for Matthews, 
and Van Aert’s Jumbo-Visma 
squad dragged them back on 
the roads to Lausanne, but 
it was UAE Team Emirates 
squad on the front as Pogacar 
rode up the 12 per cent ramps 
of the final climb in third 
wheel, making this another 
general classification fight.

Matthews lit up his sprint 
first but had to settle for a sec-
ond second place of the Tour 
while Van Aert added to his 
stage four win into Calais after 
spending four days in yellow 
earlier this week - extending 
his advantage in the points 

classification in the process.
“Of course I’m super happy 

with the points for green up 
for grabs today,” the Belgian 
said. “Today was a big chance 
to take a lot of points from 
my competitors and I’m re-
ally pleased my team put eve-
rything into chasing down the 
breakaway. Then you have to 
finish it off.” 

Pogacar lost team-mate 
Vegard Stake Laengen before 
the start, one of two riders 
along with Geoffrey Bouchard 
to test positive for Covid-19, 
but neither that nor that early 
crash could do anything to 
shake his grip on the race as he 

seeks a third consecutive title.
Thomas is hoping the 

mountains still to come can be 
the territory where the Ineos 
Grenadiers - who have Adam 
Yates in fourth place over-
all, Tom Pidcock seventh and 
Dani Martinez 10th, all within 
two minutes - can use their 
numbers against him, but the 
size of the challenge is clear.

“He’s an unbelievable tal-
ent,” Thomas said of Pogacar.

“He’s lost a team-mate 
today but I don’t think that’s 
going to affect him. What can 
you do? We’ll just try to stay 
positive and use our numbers 
later on in the race.”

Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert (C) celebrates as he cycles to the finish line to win the 8th stage ahead of Team Bikeex-
change-Jayco team’s Australian rider Michael Matthews (L) and UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar (R) during the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 186,3 km between Dole in eastern France and Lausanne in Switzerland, on Saturday. (AFP)

ANI
BIRMINGHAM

FOLLOWING his side’s T20I 
series win over England after 
a 49-run in the second match, 
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma 
lauded all-rounder Ravindra 
Jadeja’s knock, calling it a 
‘brilliant one under pressure’.

India’s pace attack led by 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jas-
prit Bumrah delivered tight 
bowling performances to help 
the visitors clinch the T20 se-
ries after bundling out Eng-
land for 121 runs in 17 overs in 
the second T20I here at Bir-
mingham on Saturday. 

England had an extremely 
disappointing day with the 
bat. The highly-attacking bat-
ting line-up could not live up 
to its hype again, fizzling out in 
front of Indian pacers. 

Indians moved on from 
their slightly-off batting per-
formance in the first half to 
bundle out hosts for 121 and 
capture the series. 

Only Moeen Ali (35) and 
David Willey (33*) could put 
up some decent scores. 

The foundation for amaz-
ing exhibition of bowling was 
laid by Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
in the powerplays.

Earlier, England pacers, 
led by Richard Gleeson and 
Chris Jordan, dominated the 
Indian batters as they posted 
170/8 in their 20 overs, with 

efforts from captain Sharma 
(31) and Jadeja (46*) proving 
extremely valuable for the visi-
tors.

“We know how good they 
are as a team, not just in Eng-
land but everywhere they go. 
When you win games there 
is confidence and it is impor-
tant how the boys feel. I really 
wanted to see how we perform 
after a team and challenge 
ourselves as a group. 

“Brilliant knock under 
pressure. We wanted some-
one to bat through and get us 
a score, Jadeja had scored a 
hundred here and he carried 
on from there. 

“We understand the im-
portance of the powerplay, 
be it scoring runs or taking 
wickets. We look forward to 
another game tomorrow,” said 
the skipper at the post-match 
presentation.

Coming to the match, 
chasing 171, England got off a 
terrible start as they lost their 
opener Jason Roy at the very 
first ball of the innings. Roy 
edged a ball bowled by Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar straight in 
the hands of captain Rohit 
Sharma at the slips.
Brief Scores: India: 170/8 
(Ravindra Jadeja 46*, Rohit 
Sharma 31, Chris Jordan 4/27) 
beat England: 121 in 17 overs 
(Moeen Ali 35, David Willey 
33*, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 3/15) 
by 49 runs. 

Rohit lauds Jadeja’s 
knock as India win

India’s Ravindra Jadeja in action during the second T20 match against 
England at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Saturday. (AFP)
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AMIR PERFORMS EID AL-ADHA PRAYER

AMIR RECEIVES WELL-WISHERS ON EID AL-ADHA

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani performed Eid 
Al-Adha prayer at Al Wajba praying 
area on Saturday morning. Personal 
Representative of HH the Amir HH 
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani and HE Sheikh Jassim bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani joined HH the Amir to 
offer the prayer. Also performing the 
prayer were Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani, Speaker 
of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim and a number 
of Their Excellencies Sheikhs, minis-
ters, members of the Shura Council, 
ambassadors, as well as citizens. His 
Eminence Sheikh Dr Thaqeel Sayer Al 
Shammari, who is a judge of the Court 
of Cassation and Supreme Judiciary 
Council member, led the prayer and 
delivered the Eid sermon. (QNA)

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani received scores of well-wishers on the advent of Eid Al-Adha at Al Wajba Palace on Saturday morning. HH the Amir 
received Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani, Speaker of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim and 
Their Excellencies Sheikhs, ministers, undersecretaries of ministries, as well as citizens. HH the Amir also received heads of diplomatic missions accredited to the country, 
as well as army and police officers, and heads of national institutions and departments. The Personal Representative of HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
attended the receptions along with HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Thani, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al-Thani and HE Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa Al-Thani. (QNA)


