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FORMER FIFA president Jo-
seph Blatter and former UEFA 
president Michel Platini were 
on Friday acquitted by the 
Swiss Federal Criminal Court 
in a FIFA fraud trial.

The two ex top officials 
had been charged by federal 
prosecutors with defraud-
ing FIFA in connection with 
a payment of 2 million Swiss 
francs ($2.07 million) Platini 
received from FIFA in 2011 for 
FIFA work done as a consult-
ant between 1998 and 2002.

Switzerland’s Blatter, 86, 
presided over the world gov-
erning football body 1998-
2015.

The Swiss probe started in 
2015 after a search at the FIFA  
headquarters on general cor-
ruption suspicion. Platini was 

originally only listed as a wit-
ness.

The prosecution had want-
ed a suspended sentence of 
one year eight months for both 
men, and Platini to be fined 
some 2.2 million Swiss francs, 
the original payment plus so-
cial security taxes FIFA also 
paid.

“After examining and eval-
uating all evidence and cir-
cumstantial evidence as well 
as hearing various witnesses in 

the main hearing, the criminal 
court came to the conclusion 
that the result of the evidence 
supports the version of the 
accused, the facts of the in-
dictment cannot therefore be 
considered to have been estab-
lished with a probability bor-
dering on certainty, and the 
court has serious doubts about 
the version from the prosecut-
ing authority,” the court said 
in a statement.

Blatter and Platini had 
protested their innocence, 
stating a verbal agreeement, 

that FIFA was not in a finan-
cial position at the time to ful-
ly pay the Frenchman Platini 
who for his part spoke of a fab-
ricated case.

“Now I am a happy man,” 
said Blatter who had reiter-
ated shortly before that “I am 
not innocent in my life but I 
am innocent in this case.” 

Platini had spoken of a 
politically motivated case 
which ended his ambition to 
take over from Blatter as FIFA 
president, a position now held 
by former UEFA secretary 
general Gianni Infantino.

Both men were banned 
from football by the FIFA eth-
ics committee, and their ca-
reers ended even though the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
later reduced the bans.

Platini, 67, said in a state-
ment distributed by his lawyer 
that “my fight is a fight against 

injustice. I have won a first 
game.” 

“The truth has come to 
light in this trial,” he said, 
vowing “we will meet again” as 
he would “go all the way in my 
quest for the truth” because 
“there are culprits who did not 
appear during this trial.” 

Platini filed a criminal 
complaint against Infantino 
and others last year in France.

The court also said that civ-
il lawsuits from FIFA against 
Blatter and Platini must go be-
fore a civil court.

FIFA said in a brief state-
ment: “FIFA takes note of the 
verdict of the court regarding 
the case opened by the OAG 
(Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral) and will await the full 
reasoned judgement before 
commenting further.” 

Friday’s ruling can be ap-
pealed within 10 days.

Blatter and Platini cleared of 
FIFA fraud at Swiss trial

SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2022

Tottenham 
sign France 
defender 
Clement  
Lenglet on  
season-long 
loan from  
Barcelona

Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter gives a thumb up as he leaves Switzerland’s Federal 
Criminal Court after the verdict of his trial over a suspected fraudulent payment, in the 
southern Switzerland city of Bellinzona, on Friday. (AFP)

Former UEFA president Michel Platini reacts as he talks to journalists after the 
verdict of his trial over a suspected fraudulent payment, at Switzerland’s Federal 
Criminal Court, in the southern Switzerland city of Bellinzona, on Friday. (AFP)

Now I am a happy man.
I am not innocent in my 
life but I am innocent in 
this case. 
Former FIFA president  
Sepp Blatter

The truth has come to  
light in this trial.
Former UEFA president  
Michel Platini

Djokovic fights past Norrie to enter final
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic is a win 
away from a seventh Wim-
bledon title after coming back 
from a set down to end Cam-
eron Norrie’s dream home run 
at the All England Club.

Norrie was looking to be-
come the first British man to 
reach the final at the All Eng-
land Club since Andy Murray’s 
triumph in 2016.

He appeared to have Djok-
ovic unsettled when he won 
the first set in startlingly com-
fortable fashion.

However, Djokovic, as he 
has done so often, recovered 
superbly to storm to a 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 6-4 victory and set up 
a final with Nick Kyrgios, who 
benefited from Rafael Nadal’s 
withdrawal through injury.

The pair traded breaks in 
the first two games, but Norrie 
struck a key blow in the fifth 

game when Djokovic hit long 
off a low backhand from the 
Briton. Djokovic fired into the 
net two games later to hand 

Norrie a third break of a set 
he wrapped up with an ace de-
spite two double faults.

Djokovic responded by 

placing Norrie under sustained 
pressure on serve and it told in 
the eighth game of the second 
when the ninth seed pushed a 

forehand long, and he did the 
same off the backhand side as 
the Serbian levelled the match.

Norrie ballooned a fore-
hand long in the opening game 
of the third to give the break to 
Djokovic, who raced away in 
style thereafter.

An excellent return off a 
Norrie second serve gave Djok-
ovic a break in the first game of 
the fourth and he would not be 
prevented from reaching the 
finish line despite the home 
hope’s spirited effort.

Djokovic has now won 12 of 
his last 14 grand slam matches 
after losing the first set. The 
only exceptions in that run 
came in the 2021 US Open final 
defeat to Daniil Medvedev and 
in the French Open quarter-
final loss to Nadal this year.

With neither of those op-
ponents in his way, Djokovic 
will be expected to claim a 21st 
Grand Slam title with triumph 
over Kyrgios. 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Britain’s Cameron Norrie during their men’s singles semi-final of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Friday. (AFP)

SLEEPLESS NIGHT FOR NICK AFTER FINAL SPOT CONFIRMED
NICK Kyrgios admitted on Friday 
he could not sleep after hearing 
the news that he is a Wim-
bledon finalist. Rafael Nadal, 
Kyrgios’ semi-final opponent, 
stunned the Championships on 
Thursday withdrawing from the 
match due to his abdominal 
injury.  
The Spaniard’s decision comes 
as a huge blow to the tourna-
ment, robbing it of one of the 
most highly-anticipated matches 
of the year.  
Instead controversial Australian 
Kyrgios, the world number 40, 

was handed a walkover and will 
take on Novak Djokovic on Sun-
day for the Wimbledon title.  
“I found out last night at din-
ner,” said Kyrgios.  
“Honestly my first feeling was 
a bit of disappointment. My en-
ergy was so focused on playing 
him and tactically how I’m going 
to go out there and play, the 
emotions of walking out there, 
all that type of stuff. 
“It wouldn’t have been easy for 
him to do that. I’m sure at the 
end of the day everyone did 
want to see us go to war out 

there. I hope he just gets better.
“I had a shocking sleep last 
night. I probably got an hour’s 
sleep just with everything, like 
the excitement. 
“I had so much anxiety, I was 
already feeling so nervous, and 
I don’t feel nervous usually. 
“I was just restless, so many 
thoughts in my head about a 
Wimbledon final. That’s all I was 
thinking about, imagining myself 
winning, imagining myself los-
ing, everything.  
“I feel like I’m just a reckless 
ball of energy right now. I just 

want to go out on the practice 
court now and hit some tennis 
balls. I want it to come already. 
Yeah, I want the final to come 
already. I know that I have to 
kind of just calm down. There’s 
still a day until that moment. 
Hopefully tonight I’ll get a better 
rest, a chamomile tea and a 
better rest.”  
A place in the final had looked 
a million miles away for Kyrgios 
when he was struggling to beat 
British wild card Paul Jubb in 
five sets in the first round.  
(PA Media/DPA)Nick Kyrgios.

Jabeur vs Rybakina: 
First-time Grand Slam 
finalists set for battle

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

HISTORY will be made at 
Wimbledon on Saturday 
with Ons Jabeur and Elena 
Rybakina both attempting 
to win their maiden Grand 
Slam title in the women’s 
singles final.

The duo had never made 
it beyond the quarter-finals 
of a major before this sum-
mer but they have had 
SW19 spectators on their 
feet applauding their con-
trasting styles.

Third seed Jabeur will 
be the favourite given her 
standing as the world num-
ber two and success on Cen-
tre Court would represent 
the Tunisian fulfilling her 
destiny.

She would become the 
first woman from an Arab 
country and the continent 
of Africa to win a Grand 
Slam singles title.

“I did a lot of times 
imagine myself giving the 
good speech, holding the 
trophy, seeing the trophy, I 
did it all,” Jabeur revealed 
after Thursday’s win over 
good friend Tatjana Maria 
in the semi-finals.

“Now I need really to 
hold the trophy, that’s the 
only thing left for me, but I 
believe in that. I know that I 
can do it.” 

The goal of winning 
Wimbledon only really 
started for Jabeur in 2021 
when she enjoyed an im-
pressive run to the last eight, 
beating Venus Williams, 
Garbine Muguruza and Iga 
Swiatek along the way.

And the 27-year-old has 
carried on where she left off 
with her full repertoire of 
shots displayed during the 
past two weeks.

Jabeur added: “The 
dream kind of started last 
year when I enjoyed playing 
here, enjoyed the crowd. I 
didn’t play so many Wimble-
dons before. Usually it was 
the first and second round.

“It’s tricky to play on 
grass. I knew I was playing 
good on grass because of my 
game and everything. But 
last year, Melanie reminded 
me, my mental coach, I told 
her I’m coming back next 
year for the title, when I lost 
in the quarter-finals.

“I just love everything 
around here, the atmos-
phere and everything.

It was my main goal 
from the beginning of the 

season, and even from last 
year. I just love it here.” 

Rybakina is also at-
tempting to make history 
by becoming the first player 
representing Kazakhstan 
to win a major, but her ap-
pearance in the final is not 
without controversy.

The 23-year-old was 
born and raised in Russia 
and played under the flag of 
her birth country until 2018 
when the lure of greater 
funding from Kazakhstan 
saw her switch internation-
al allegiance.

In a year where Rus-
sians and Belarusians are 
banned from Wimbledon 
due to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, there is now a dis-
tinct possibility of Moscow-
born Rybakina being pre-

sented with the trophy on 
Saturday by the Duchess of 
Cambridge.

On the prospect of 
meeting Kate, Rybakina 
said: “For sure it’s an hon-
our and I’m going to be very 
excited for this moment 
no matter if I win or lose. I 
think it’s just something to 
remember and it’s going to 
be amazing.” 

Rybakina had flown 
under the radar this sum-
mer but it was after success 
over Ajla Tomljanovic in the 
quarter-finals that her Rus-
sian background came un-
der scrutiny.

The 17th seed did call 
for the war in Ukraine to 
“stop as soon as possible”, 
but questions about her al-
leged continued residence 
in Moscow, following an 
excellent last-four win over 
Simona Halep, were an-
swered coyly.

She responded: “I think 
I’m based on tour because 
I’m traveling every week.” 

Rybakina is known for 
showing a lack of emotion 
on court, but her run to 
the Wimbledon final has 
brought a smile to her face.

“I mean, I’m smiling 
(now),” she laughed during 
Thursday’s press conference.

“I really don’t know how 
I’m going to react (if I win) 
because I believe in myself. 
We worked a lot with my 
team to get through.

“I didn’t expect that I’m 
going to be here in the sec-
ond week, especially in the 
final, but I believe that I 
have a game to go far in the 
Grand Slams and of course, 
I believed that maybe one 
day I can win it.”

Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina.Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur.

TENNIS fans at Wimbledon say they are “devastated” for Rafael 
Nadal after he was forced to pull out of the Grand Slam tournament 
due to an abdominal injury. The 22-time Grand Slam champion bat-
tled through the issue to beat Taylor Fritz in five sets on Wednesday 
to progress into the semi-finals at SW19, but scans a day later 
revealed the severity of the injury.  
Nadal was set to play Nick Kyrgios in Friday’s semi-final, but his 
Australian opponent will now receive a walkover into a maiden 
major final. He announced in a press conference on Thursday 
evening that he would be withdrawing, ending his bid for winning 
all four Grand Slams in a year. His would-be opponent Kyrgios paid 
tribute to Nadal on Instagram. He wrote: “different players, different 
personalities. @rafaelnadal I hope your recovery goes well and we 
all hope to see you healthy soon ?????? till next time....” (DPA)

Fans ‘devastated’ as Nadal withdraws



Verstappen wins Austria sprint 
qualifying amid Mercedes agony

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA) 

RED Bull’s Max Verstappen 
will start Saturday’s sprint race 
at the Austrian Formula One 
Grand Prix from first place on 
the grid after edging out his 
two Ferrari rivals by less than 
one-tenth in qualifying.

Championship leader 
Verstappen clocked 1 min-
ute 4.984 seconds around the 
4.218-kilometres Red Bull 
Ring on Friday amid a sea of 
orange from the many fans 
from his native Netherlands.

He was a mere .029 of a 
second clear of Charles Leclerc 
and just .082 ahead of Carlos 
Sainz who won last Sunday in 
Britain.

The sprint race over 24 
laps sees points awarded for 
the top eight finishers and its 
result determines the grid for 
Sunday’s grand prix.

Verstappen won the first 
sprint in Italy, with a third 
such race scheduled for later 
in the season in Brazil.

Title holder Verstappen 
leads the championship 34 
points from team-mate Sergio 
Perez, who was fourth on the 
day, and 43 from Leclerc.

“I am quite happy with pole 
but also tomorrow and Sunday 
you can get the points,” Ver-
stappen said.

“I think we have a great 
car. Normal qualifying is not 
our strongest point so I just 
hope to have a clean turn one, 
a good getaway. From there 
anything can happen but I am 
confident in the car we have.” 
Leclerc said: “I think all three 
were very, very close. In the 
last lap, I struggled a little bit 
bringing the tyres back after 
such a long time in the pits.

“Max was just a little bit 
quicker but hopefully we’ll have 
an exciting race tomorrow.” 

Mercedes met disaster 
when first Lewis Hamilton in 
turn 7 and then George Rus-
sell in turn 10 lost control and 
crashed into the barriers - with 
Q3 action red flagged on both 
occasions.

Russell will from fifth 
on Saturday and seven-time 

world champion Hamilton 
from 10th. 

Hamilton was taken to the 
medical centre for a check-up 
but returned swiftly to the pits, 
seemingly without any injuries.

China’s Zhou Guanyu was 
18th in his Alfa Romeo five 
days after his severe crash 
in Silverstone where his car 
flipped over after being hit ear-
ly on and went over a barrier.

ICC
GALLE

CENTURIES from Marnus 
Labuschagne and Steve Smith 
put Australia in a strong posi-
tion on the opening day of the 
second Test in Galle against 
Sri Lanka on Friday.

The hosts got off to a 
good start with Kasun Raji-
tha providing them with an 
early breakthrough when he 
knocked off David Warner’s 
off stump in the fifth over of 
the day. Pairing with Ramesh 
Mendis and debutant Prabath 
Jayasuriya, Rajitha kept the 
Australians in check with his 
probing line and length.

Mendis dismissed Usman 
Khawaja in the 22nd over just 
when the second-wicket part-
nership had started to grow. 
At 70/2, the match seemed 
evenly balanced.

With no demons in the 
pitch, it was only a matter of 
time before the Australia bat-
ters took back control of the 
game. Leading the way was 
Marnus Labuschagne, who did 
not take long after the lunch 
break to bring up a wonder-
ful fifty. He accelerated upon 
reaching the milestone, racing 
towards triple figures.

The second session was 
completely dominated by 
the visitors and Steve Smith 
proved to be the perfect part-
ner for Labuschagne’s an-
tics. The latter brought up his 
fourth Test ton, his first out-
side of Australia with a gentle 
single to mid-wicket. 

Niroshan Dickwella, who 
had missed a stumping chance 
to dismiss Labuschagne for 
28 earlier in the day, made 
amends when he whipped off 
the bails of the advancing bat-
ter to give Prabath Jayasuriya 
his maiden Test wicket.

Labuschagne departed for 

104 (156) with Australia going 
to tea at 204/3.

Labuschagne’s wicket did 
little to dampen Steve Smith’s 
spirits as the veteran batter 
dropped in anchor. Little trou-
bled the experienced batter as 
he kept Australia in control. 

Two brief partnerships 
with Travis Head and Cam-
eron Green followed but with 
Smith in the picture, Sri Lanka 
could not wrest back control of 
the game.

The Australia batter’s pa-
tience was rewarded when he 

brought up his 28th Test hun-
dred with a crunching cover 
drive in the final hour of the day. 
It was a long wait for the tal-
ented player, who last reached 
triple figures in January 2021.

Despite wickets falling at 
the other end, Smith and Alex 
Carey batted with great pa-
tience to ensure more wickets 
don’t fall and took Australia to 
stumps at 298/5. The visitors 
will be looking at the 400-run 
mark in the first innings, a to-
tal that would take some effort 
to take down by Sri Lanka.

Labuschagne, Smith tons 
put Australia on top

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

ENGLAND’S Georgia Hall 
will partner Tiger Woods, 
Rory McIlroy and Lee Trevino 
in the R&A’s Celebration of 
Champions ahead of the 150th 
Open at St Andrews.

Defending champion Col-
lin Morikawa will hit the first 
shot in the four-hole challenge 
played over the first, second, 
17th and 18th on the Old Course 
on Monday, with his team made 
up of AIG Women’s Open cham-
pion Anna Nordqvist, women’s 
amateur winner Jess Baker and 
Japan’s Keita Nakajima.

Hall, Woods, McIlroy and 
Trevino will tee off last at 
5.05pm and 2018 Women’s 
Open winner Hall said: “It 
is an absolute thrill to play 
alongside Tiger, Rory and Lee.

“I think it’s fantastic that 
The R&A has invited champi-
ons from all levels of the sport 
and I’m sure that Jess and Keita 
will be massively excited by the 

prospect of teeing it up with Col-
lin and Anna at St Andrews.” 

Woods, who played with 
McIlroy at Ballybunion on 
Thursday, added: “This is go-
ing to be a special week of golf, 
and having many of the sport’s 
great champions and future 
stars play in this event is a 
great way to mark this historic 

championship.
“St Andrews has such a 

unique atmosphere and I’m 
looking forward to playing in 
front of the fans again and on 
a course that holds fantastic 
memories for me.” 

Woods won two of his 
three Open titles at St An-
drews in 2000 and 2005.

Hall with Woods, McIlroy and 
Trevino to mark 150th Open

Spain battle back from early  
deficit to beat Finland in opener

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SPAIN overcame the shock of 
conceding in the first minute to 
open their Euro 2022 campaign 
with a convincing 4-1 win over 
Finland in Milton Keynes.

The much-fancied Span-
iards were stunned when Linda 
Sallstrom struck with just 50 
seconds on the clock in the 
Group B opener on Friday.

It felt like another hefty blow 
coming after loss of star player 
Alexia Putellas through injury 
earlier this week.

Yet they soon hit back 
through captain Irene Paredes 
and Aitana Bonmati levelled 
before half-time. Lucia Gar-
cia made victory safe after the 
break and Mariona Caldentey 
added gloss with an injury-
time penalty.

The game got off to a re-
markable start as an early Spain 
attack broke down on halfway 
and Anna Westerlund swept the 
ball forward.

Sallstrom was quick to latch 
onto it and raced into the area 
before firing home a low shot 
that went in off the far post.

The damage caused by that 
swift attack down the right was 
something Finland tried to re-
peat but Sallstrom fluffed a shot 

the next time they tried it and 
Adelina Engman later dragged a 
shot across goal.

Spain soon recovered their 
composure and began to dictate 
the pace of the game.

Caldentey and Esther Gon-
zalez both shot at Tinja-Riikka 
Korpela from distance as they 
began to get a grip and Patri 
Guijarro had a header ruled out 
after the ball went out of play in 
the build-up.

The equalizer came after 26 

minutes as Paredes got forward 
to meet a Caldentey corner and 
power a header past Korpela.

Bonmati then put Spain 
ahead four minutes before the 
break with a well-flighted head-
er from a Mapi Leon cross.

Spain started the second 
half brightly and went close 
when Manchester United’s Ona 
Batlle jinked her way into the 
area and forced a good save 
from Korpela.

The keeper then did even 

better to keep out a firm header 
from substitute Laia Aleixandri. 
Spain’s dominance continued as 
Gonzalez glanced a header wide.

The result was put beyond 
doubt 15 minutes from time as 
Garcia nodded home from a 
Leon free-kick.

The scoring was wrapped 
up in injury time as Calden-
tey calmly tucked home from 
the spot after a tired challenge  
on Marta Cardona by Elli  
Pikkujamsa.

QSL CLUBS CONTINUE INTENSE PREPARATIONS AT OVERSEAS CAMPS

Al Arabi beat Atletico San Jorge 4-0 in a friendly in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain (left) while Umm Salal (right) beat Darica club in another friendly 3-2 at their training base in Izmir, Turkey. Qatar Stars League clubs are training intensely at conditioning 
camps overseas ahead of the new 2022-23 season which begins August 1. (TNN)

Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne (L) and Steve Smith run between the 
wickets during the first day of second cricket Test against Sri Lanka at 
the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Friday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen waves after the qualifying session at the Red Bull Ring race 
track in Spielberg, Austria, on Friday, ahead of the Formula One Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

WINNER OF 150TH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP  
TO RECEIVE RECORD PRIZE OF $2.5M

The winner of the 150th Open Championship next week will re-
ceive a record first prize of $2.5 million, tournament organisers 
announced on Friday. The total prize fund at St Andrews has also 
increased by 22 per cent to $14 million.
In an apparent reference to the vast sums of money on offer in 
the Saudi-backed LIV Golf series and increases in prize funds 
at the other majors, R&A chief executive Martin Slumbers said: 
“There have been significant changes in prize money over the 
last year. We have therefore increased the prize fund by 22 per 
cent which means that the prize money has increased by more 
than 60 per cent since 2016.
“We have made this substantial investment while balancing our 
wider commitments to developing golf at all levels around the 
world and to continuing to elevate the AIG Women’s Open.”

UEFA WOMEN’S EURO 2022 

Spain’s players celebrate on the pitch after the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Group B match against Finland 
at Stadium MK in Milton Keynes, London, on Friday. Spain won the game 4-1. (AFP)

Australia (1st innings)
U. Khawaja b R. Mendis  37
D. Warner b Rajitha  5
M. Labuschagne st Dickwella  
b Jayasuriya  104
S. Smith not out  109
T. Head b Jayasuriya  12
C. Green lbw b Jayasuriya  4
A. Carey not out  16
Extras: (b1, lb6, nb3, w1)  11
Total: (For 5 wkts, 90 overs)  298
Yet to bat: M. Starc, P. Cummins, N. 
Lyon, M. Swepson

Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Warner), 
2-70 (Khawaja), 3-204 (Marnus 
Labuschagne), 4-238 (Head), 5-252 
(Green).
Bowling: Rajitha 19-4-56-1 (w1, 
nb3), R. Mendis 28-1-100-1, 
Theekshana 15-2-45-0, Jayasuriya 
28-2-90-3.
Sri Lanka: P. Nissanka, D. Karunaratne, 
K. Mendis, A. Mathews, D. Chandimal, 
K. Mendis, N. Dickwella, R. Mendis, M. 
Theekshana, P. Jayasuriya, K. Rajitha
Toss: Australia.

Scoreboard
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