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DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani on Friday 
sent cables of condolences to 
HM Emperor Naruhito of Ja-
pan and HE Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida on the death of 
former Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe. 

HH the Amir expressed his 
deepest condolences to the fam-
ily of Shinzo Abe, the former 
Prime Minister of Japan, and to 
the Japanese people, who was 
assassinated on Friday.

“We are saddened by the 
news of the assassination of 
our friend Shinzo Abe, the 
former Prime Minister of Ja-
pan, who was a loyal friend of 
the State of Qatar and a sup-
porter of the close relations be-
tween our two countries. As we 
strongly condemn this heinous 
crime, we express our deepest 
condolences to his family and 
the friendly Japanese people,” 
HH the Amir said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, Qatar con-
demned in the strongest terms 
the assassination of Shinzo 
Abe after he was shot during 
a speech in the western city of 
Nara, considering it a heinous 
crime.

In a statement on Friday, 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
reiterated the position of Qatar 
rejecting violence and terror-
ism, regardless of the motives 
and reasons. 

The statement stated that 
Qatar recalls with pride and 
appreciation the positions of 
the deceased, who was a loyal 
friend and supporter of the 
close relations between the two 
countries, expressing its con-
dolences to the friendly gov-
ernment and people of Japan, 
and the family of the deceased. 

Shinzo Abe, Japan’s long-
est serving prime minister, has 
died after being fatally shot at 
a campaign event in the city of 
Nara. He was 67 years old. 

We condemn the 
assassination  
of former Japan 
PM Shinzo  
Abe, says Amir

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed 
Al Attiyah participated in a ceremony to raise Qatar’s flag over “Sheraoh” patrol boat (Q62), at 
Fincantieri’s shipyard La Spezia in Italy. The ceremony witnessed the signing of receiving the ship 
by Qatari Amiri Naval Forces. Italian Minister of Defence Lorenzo Guerini and ranking Fincantieri 
executives attended the ceremony. The ceremony was also attended by Ambassador of Qatar 
to the Italian Republic HE Khalid bin Yousef Al Sada, Commander of the Amiri Naval Forces HE 
Major General (Navy) Abdullah bin Hassan Al Sulaiti, head of the projects office at the Ministry of 
Defense Major General Hassan bin Rashid Al Ali, Defense Attache Major General (Navy) Hilal bin 
Ali Al Mohannadi, and a number of ranking officers at the Qatari Armed Forces. (QNA) PAGE 3

Attiyah graces flag-raising ceremony  
of Qatari patrol boat Sheraoh in Italy

Qatar, Iran sign pact  
to activate Doha FIR

QNA
DOHA

THE Civil Aviation Authority 
and the Iranian Civil Aviation 
Organization on Friday signed 
the Service Providers Agree-
ment to activate the Doha 
Flight Information Region 
(FIR)  between Qatar and Iran, 
which entered into effect as of 
this date.

The agreement was signed 
on the Qatari side by Moham-
med Faleh Al Hajri, who is 
charged with heading the Gen-
eral Authority of Civil Aviation in 
the interim, and by President of 
the Civil Aviation Organization of 
Iran Mohammad Mohammadi 
Bakhsh on the Iranian side.

Two agreements were 

signed last April between the 
two countries. The first was 
a bilateral agreement for op-
erations linking the Doha FIR 
(which was established in ac-

cordance with an ICAO reso-
lution) with the FIR in Iran, 
and an agreement to increase 
the number of flights between 
Qatar and Iran.

Amir exchanges Eid Al Adha greetings 
QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Saturday exchanged Eid 
Al Adha greetings, in phone calls 
with a number of leaders of Arab 
and Islamic countries.

HH the Amir exchanged greet-
ings with HH Amir of the State of 
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmed 
Al Jaber Al Sabah, President of 
the Republic of Tunisia Kais Saied, 
President of the Republic of Iraq 
Dr Barham Salih, and President of 
the People’s Democratic Republic 
of Algeria Abdelmadjid Tebboune. 

HH the Amir exchanged greet-
ings with President of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt Abdel Fattah El Sisi 
and HE President of the State of 
Palestine Mahmoud Abbas.

Also, HH the Amir exchanged 
greetings with Prime Minister of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Shehbaz Sharif. 
HH the Amir also exchanged 

greetings with HH Crown Prince of 
Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al Ahmed Al 
Jaber Al Sabah. 

HH the Amir exchanged cables 
of greetings with leaders of Arab 
and Islamic countries, on the ad-
vent of the blessed Eid Al Adha.

HH the Amir also received ca-
bles of greetings on the occasion 

from a number of leaders of friend-
ly countries. 

HH the Amir received a cable 
from Speaker of the Shura Council 
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Gha-
nem on the occasion of the blessed 
Eid Al Adha, which included his 
congratulations and the congratu-
lations of the Shura members on 
this occasion. HH the Amir re-
sponded with a cable of thanks.

Amir to perform Eid 
prayer at Al Wajba  
praying area today

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani will perform Eid Al Adha 
prayer along with citizens at Al Wajba 
praying area on Saturday.

The Amiri Diwan on Friday an-
nounced that HH the Amir will re-
ceive well-wishers on the occasion of 
the blessed Eid Al Adha at Al Wajba 
Palace on the first day of the Eid, ac-
cording to the following order:

Immediately after the Eid prayer 
until 6:15 am, HH the Amir will re-

ceive sheikhs, ministers, the Speaker 
of the Shura Council, ministries’ un-
dersecretaries, members of the Shura 
Council and citizens.

From 6:15 am to 6:30 am, HH the 
Amir will receive heads of the diplo-
matic missions.

From 6:30 am to 6:45, HH the 
Amir will receive officers of Armed 
Forces and the police, and directors 
of national departments and institu-
tions. The Amiri Diwan expressed 
its wishes for the blessed occasion 
to be full of goodness and blessings 
for Qataris, and the Arab and Is-
lamic nations.

Former Japan Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe.

Hajj pilgrims flock to Mt Arafat
HUNDREDS of thousands of Muslim 
pilgrims from around the world raised 
their hands to heaven and offered 
prayers of repentance on the sacred 
hill of Mount Arafat in Saudi Arabia 
on Friday, an intense day of worship 
considered to be the climax of the 
annual Hajj. Pilgrims stood shoulder 
to shoulder, for the emotional day of 
supplication in the desert valley where 
Muslims believe the Prophet Muham-
mad delivered his final sermon, calling 
for equality and unity among Muslims. 
Muslims believe prayer on this day 
at Mount Arafat, about 20 kilometers 
east of the holy city of Mecca, is their 
best chance at salvation and spiritual 
renewal. (QNA)

Pilgrims praise services provided by Qatari Hajj Mission
QNA

MAKKAH AL-MUKARRAMAH

A number of Qatari pilgrims on Friday 
praised the preparations made by the Qa-
tari Hajj Mission at the headquarters of 
the Hajj campaigns in Mina and Arafat, 
pointing out that the process of grouping 
them for the start of the first Hajj rituals 
was carried out easily through the group-
ing plan developed by the mission.

After they spent the day of Al-Tarweeh 
in Mina and stood at the level of Arafat, they 
stressed that the equipment in the Arafat 

camps was at the highest level and provided 
all services and facilities, and it was a quali-
tative leap compared to previous years.

Al Hajj Ali Al Athba stressed that the 
services this season are greatly facilitated 
compared to previous years, both in terms 
of preparing the camps, facilities, organi-
sation, hygiene, provision of all services 
and speed of movement between places, 
praising the role of the Qatari Hajj mis-
sion in supporting Hajj campaigns.

Hajj Muhammad Al Marri said that 
the campaign carried out all the services 
and ways that help the pilgrim perform 

the rituals correctly.
In turn, Muhammad Abdullah Abdul 

Malik and Khaled Muhammad Abu Mo-
zah valued the smooth procedures since 
leaving Doha, as the campaign provided 
all services, and the efforts, coordination 
and good organization of the Qatari Hajj 
delegation, which is gratifying.

Others praised the facilities provided 
by the campaign, starting with access, 
transportation, housing, , describing 
all matters as being well arranged and 
helping the pilgrim to perform the Hajj 
properly. 

Awqaf prepares 588 mosques and 
praying areas for Eid prayers

THE Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs (Awqaf) has announced 
that it prepared 588 different mosques and praying areas across the coun-
try to receive worshipers who will carry out Eid prayers. The ministry said 
that the prayer will take place at 5:05 am. (QNA)
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THE Special Products and 
Qatar’s Farms programmes 
recorded a total sale of 1,211 
tonnes of various agricultural 
produce in June. A total of 199 
tonnes were marketed through 
the Special Product Programme 
and 1,012 tonnes were sold 
through the Qatar Farms Pro-
gramme. The Qatar Farms’ local 
vegetables are available in major 
complexes such as Lulu, Carre-
four, Al Meera, family catering 
and others throughout the year. 
The local products’ marketing 
programmes are supervised by 
the Ministry of Municipality 
represented by the Department 
of Agricultural Affairs in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

Meanwhile, Al Daayen Mu-
nicipality congratulated the 
public on the occasion of Eid 
Al-Adha through the complex’s 
screens and held some exciting 
shows for children, in addition 
to distributing educational gifts 
provided by the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality to all children with the 
aim of bringing joy and happi-
ness in their hearts.

The Hygiene Department of 
the Services Affairs Department 
in Daayen Municipality imple-
mented a campaign to sterilise 
and remove random waste, 
which included 541 damaged 
tyres and 1,500 tonnes of other 

wastes in Al-Aib, Rawdat Al-
Hamamah, Al-Abeeb Area.

The municipality continues 
to provide its services in all its 
areas with a high level of quality 
and efficiency, according to its 
plans and programmes.

Special Products and Qatar 
Farms sell 1,211 tonnes of 
agricultural produce in JuneDeputy Amir sends condolences to 

Emperor, Prime Minister of Japan

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al-Thani sent cables of condolences to HM Emperor 
Naruhito of Japan and HE Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on 
the death of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on 
Friday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir exchanges Eid Al Adha 
Greetings with Arab and Islamic 
Crown Princes, Vice Presidents
DEPUTY Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al-Thani exchanged cables of congratulations on the occa-
sion of Eid Al Adha with Their Highnesses, and Excellencies 
crown princes and vice presidents of Arab and Islamic 
countries. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to Japanese 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable of condolences to 
HE Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida on the death of 
former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Friday. (QNA)

PM exchanges Eid Al Adha greetings 
with PM of Arab and Islamic Coun-
tries
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani exchanged cables of greetings 
with Their Excellencies Prime Ministers of Arab and Islamic 
countries on the occasion of the blessed Eid Al Adha. (QNA)

Quick read

Qatari Forum for Authors highlights Arabic language references in Ukrainian universities
QNA
DOHA

Within a new session of weekly 
“Writer and Book” sessions 
managed by Media specialist 
and writer Saleh Gharib, Direc-
tor of Programs at the Qatari 
Forum for Authors, the Qatari 
Forum for Authors highlighted 
the book of classic Arabic Litera-
ture in Russian language, which 
is the curriculum for learners 

of Arabic language literature 
in Ukrainian universities by 
the Author Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Mahmoud Al Mahmoud.

The guest, a writer, traveler, 
and lecturer at Ukrainian uni-
versities, discussed the content 
of the book on the history of 
Arab literature, its major sym-
bols, and its translation into 
Russian, as well as adopting 
it as a reference in this field in 
Ukrainian universities, along 

with other books such as a 
school dictionary approved by 
the Ministry of Education be-

cause it is the first of its kind that 
has been published in Ukraine. 

In another context, the 
Qatari Forum for Authors 
launched “My First Book,” a 
new initiative presented by 
writer Dhafer Aiden Darkoshi.

The initiative aims to intro-
duce Qatari writers and resi-
dents in Qatar, as well as high-
light the conditions, stimuli, 
and motives for publishing the 
first work, as well as discuss 

the content of the book and the 
message behind its publication, 
as well as the challenges or dif-
ficulties that the writer encoun-
tered, the decisions he made, 
and the approach he pursued 
after this book.

The first episode featured 
young writer Zahra Al-Youssef, 
who discussed her debut novel, 
“Incomplete Letters,” a social-
emotional novel published by 
Dar Al Sharq in 2016.

Dr. Abdul Rahman dis-
cussed the book’s content, 
major symbols, and trans-
lation into Russian, as 
well as its adoption as a 
reference in this field in 
Ukrainian universities.

Attiyah takes part in ceremony to raise 
Qatar’s flag over Sheraoh patrol boat

QNA
ROME

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Defense 
Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mo-
hammed Al Attiyah participated 
in a ceremony to raise Qatar’s 
flag over “Sheraoh” patrol boat 
(Q62), at Fincantieri’s shipyard 
La Spezia in Italy. The ceremo-
ny witnessed the signing of re-
ceiving the ship by Qatari Amiri 
Naval Forces. Italian Minister 
of Defense Lorenzo Guerini and 
ranking Fincantieri executives 

attended the ceremony.
THE ceremony was also attend-
ed by Ambassador of Qatar to 
the Italian Republic HE Khalid 
bin Yousef Al Sada, Command-
er of the Amiri Naval Forces HE 
Major General (Navy) Abdullah 
bin Hassan Al Sulaiti, head of 
the projects office at the Min-
istry of Defense Major General 
Hassan bin Rashid Al Ali, De-
fense Attache Major General 
(Navy) Hilal bin Ali Al Mohan-
nadi, and a number of ranking 
officers at the Qatari Armed 
Forces.
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Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation organises cultural events in Kazakhstan
QNA 

Nur-SultaN

The Sheikh hamad Award for 
Translation and International 
Understanding organised a 
wide range of cultural events 
in Kazakhstan as part of the 
trip of the media team for the 
award to have a glimpse of the 
translation reality from Kazakh 
to Arabic, and from Arabic 
to Kazakh, on the occasion of 
choosing the language in this 
year’s achievement category.

The four-day trip included 
two scientific seminars and 
field trips to a number of uni-
versities, libraries, and lan-
guage and translation insti-
tutes, including Al-Farabi State 
University and its library. 

The delegation was briefed 
on the Kazakh heritage and the 
most important manuscripts 
in the library, in addition to 
visiting the National Library to 
get familiarised with its herit-
age rich in Arabic books and 
manuscripts, the eurasian In-
stitute, the library of the poet 
Jambul Gabayev, and a num-
ber of publishing houses to 
see the reality of translation 
between Arabic and Kazakh, 
the most important translated 
books and the efforts of insti-
tutions in translating between 
the two languages.

As part of the award teams 
trip, a scientific seminar enti-
tled ‘The Reality and Prospects 
of Translation between Arabic 
and Kazakh’ was held at Al-
Farabi University, in the at-
tendance of Ambassador Qatar 
to he Kazakhstan Abdulaziz 
bin Sultan Al Rumaihi and 
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
Qatar he Arman Issagaliyev, 
with the participation of a co-
hort of Academics and trans-
lators from local and foreign 
universities. 

During the seminar, Am-
bassador Rumaihi expressed 
his happiness at the presence 
of the delegation of Qatar to 

introduce the Sheikh hamad 
Award for Translation and In-
ternational Understanding, 
pointing to the depth of the re-
lationship between Qatar and 
Kazakhstan, and the diversity 
of cooperation between them 
in a way that boosts relations 
in the intellectual, cultural and 
scientific fields.

For his part, the ambas-
sador of Kazakhstan to Qatar 
welcomed the award delega-
tion, stressing his interest in 
the Arabic language and his 
study at the Faculty of Oriental 
Studies at Al-Farabi Univer-
sity.

Media Adviser to Sheikh 

hamad Award for Translation 
and International Understand-
ing Dr hanan Al Fayyad gave 
a detailed introduction to the 
award and the languages of-
fered in its eighth season for 
the current year. 

According to her, the first 
category comprises translation 
in single books and is bifurcat-
ed into four branches - transla-
tion from Arabic into english, 
translation from english to Ar-
abic, translation from Arabic to 
Turkish and translation from 
Turkish to Arabic.

She pointed out that the 
second category includes 
achievement awards in the se-

lected sub-languages, which 
this year is translation from 
and into Arabic in languages: 
Bahasa Indonesia, Kazakh, Ro-
manian, Swahili, Vietnamese

She appreciated the ef-
forts of the Faculty of Oriental 
Studies at Al-Farabi Univer-
sity in the field of translation. 

For her part, translator 
Gulnar Nadyarovna spoke 
about the importance of lit-
erature as the best means of 
communication between cul-
tures, as translation contrib-
utes to supporting civilised 
communication.

She pointed out that an 
anthology of modern Kazakh 

literature into Arabic was 
published in 2020 and some 
works were translated into 
Chinese and Spanish, noting 
that one of the most impor-
tant translation challenges is 
the high cost, which calls for 
the support of institutions to 
achieve better results in vari-
ous fields of translation.

Professor Ikhtiar Bal-
touri, dean of the Faculty of 
Oriental Studies of Al-Farabi 
Kazakh National University, 
pointed out the need to train 
translators to deal with vari-
ous challenges. During her 
presentation in a symposium 
via videoconference, Dr Alkaz 

Samal Toli Paya spoke about 
the history of translation 
from and into Arabic in Ka-
zakhstan, explaining that the 
relationship with the Arabic 
language dated back to the 
middle ages with Ibn Battuta 
who visited the Central Asian 
region.

She pointed out that 
translations from Arabic into 
Kazakh was interested in re-
ligious heritage such as the 
Noble Quran, Prophetic hadith 
books, books of interpretation 
and jurisprudence, as well as 
the Arab heritage such as Ka-
lila and Dimna and the works 
of Abu Nasr Al-Farabi.

HMC warns against bariatric surgery 
at unreliable medical centres abroad

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

hAMAD Medical Corporation (hMC) 
has warned against undergoing bari-
atric surgeries, such as sleeve gastrec-
tomy or gastric bypass, at unreliable 
medical centres abroad due to the ad-
verse effects associated with these pro-
cedures if performed in unsafe medical 
conditions.

experts warned that several pa-
tients who underwent bariatric surger-
ies abroad were recently admitted for 
follow up treatment after suffering se-
vere complications due to surgical er-
rors and are currently receiving treat-
ment at hamad General hospital.

hMC called on patients wishing to 
perform bariatric surgeries abroad to 
take necessary measures to check the 
expertise and skills of the surgeon who 
will perform the surgery, as well as the 
level of quality at the medical centre 
where the operation will be performed.

Sleeve gastrectomy or gastric by-
pass surgery is a surgical weight loss 
procedure in which the stomach is re-
duced to about 25 percent of its origi-
nal size through surgical removal of a 
large part of it or by rerouting the di-

gestive tract.
Dr. Moataz Basha, head of the Bar-

iatric Surgery Department at hamad 
Medical Corporation, explained that 
hMC has recently received a number 
of patients, including citizens and resi-
dents, who underwent bariatric sur-
geries outside the country in medical 
centres that do not have the necessary 
expertise to perform this type of proce-
dures. 

This resulted in serious postopera-
tive complications for the patients and 

required them to stay in the hospital to 
receive treatment for periods of up to 
two months in some cases.

“The complications that these pa-
tients suffered after undergoing bariat-
ric surgery abroad include gastric leak-
age, bleeding, and septicemia, which 
can be life-threatening,” he said. “Pa-
tients and their families can also devel-
op psychological complications associ-
ated with the failure of the surgery.”

“The medical teams at hMC im-
mediately provide the necessary care 
and treatment for those patients who 
have experienced medical complica-
tions abroad and the treatment usually 
includes either surgical intervention or 
gastroscopy using interventional ra-
diology to remove secretions from the 
abdomen. Treatment for these cases 
can also include intravenous nutri-
tion to help the patient recover and 
enhance wound healing. The cost of 
treating these surgical complications 
is very high, therefore, it is important 
for the patient to be very careful before 
choosing to undergo a bariatric sur-
gery abroad to avoid seeking care at an 
unreliable medical centre,” added Dr. 
Basha.

Dr. Basha explained that hMC’s 

Bariatric and Metabolic Surgery Centre 
is one of the largest centres specialis-
ing in obesity treatment and bariatric 
surgery in the world, as it has steadily 
continued to expand since 2011 to pro-
vide integrated, evidence-based medi-
cal services at the highest international 
standards. he said the Department 
receives 14,500 patient visits annually 
and performs 800 to 1000 bariatric 
surgeries every year.

In addition to surgical services, the 
Centre also provides therapeutic man-
agement for obesity and its associated 
diseases such as diabetes, high blood 
pressure and cholesterol, through a 
group of specialised doctors with the 
highest levels of training and fellow-
ships in obesity medicine and bariatric 
surgery, in addition to a team of clini-
cal dieticians, physiotherapists and 
health educators.

Body mass index (BMI) is a value 
derived from the mass (weight) and 
height of a person. When the BMI read-
ing ranges between 25 and 29.5, the in-
dividual is classified as overweight. In-
dividuals with a body mass index of 30 
or more are considered to have obesity 
while those with a BMI of 40 or higher 
are considered to have severe obesity.

Dr. Moataz Basha

QF’s GPS programme 
improves high school 
to college preparation
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

WITh the aim of strength-
ening the high school to col-
lege pipeline in Qatar, Qatar 
Foundation partner George-
town University in Qatar 
(GU-Q) held an intensive col-
lege prep programme for 30 
talented 11th and 12th grad-
ers representing nine dif-
ferent nationalities through 
the Georgetown Pre-College 
Summer (GPS) programme.

held during two weeks 
at GU-Q’s campus in educa-
tion City, classes in Critical 
Reading and Writing, Inter-
national Relations, Global 
Politics Mini-seminar and 
World Geography offered fu-
ture scholars the opportunity 
to experience life as a univer-
sity student while gaining the 
foundational skills necessary 
for completing university ap-
plications and the rigorous 
coursework of college aca-
demics.

GPS is led by Jibin Ko-
shy, educational enrichment 
Manager at GU-Q, with class-
es taught by GU-Q alumni 
and mentorship offered by 
current GUQ students. Peer 
to peer engagement presents 
an invaluable networking op-
portunity for young people 
preparing for one of the most 
important transitions in their 
personal and professional 
lives, explained Koshy.

“The college enrolment 
process is often more compli-
cated than simply filling out 
an application form. Student 
and alumni mentors share 
their academic knowledge as 
well as insights from their 
own experiences and guid-
ance on ways to make an ap-
plication stand out from the 
crowd.”

World geography instruc-
tor Aiza Khan, a 2020 GU-Q 
graduate in Culture and Poli-
tics noted, “it is the perfect 
opportunity to return to my 
alma mater and give back to 
my community.’’ Khan also 
volunteered at GPS as an 
undergrad. “It’s such a won-
derful way to connect with 
people who might be joining 
Georgetown in the future, 

and show them what it is all 
about,” she said.

Qatar’s global reputation 
as a top destination for higher 
education and research has 
made the enrolment pro-
cess increasingly competi-
tive, explained Koshy, with 
this year’s GPS reflecting 
increased teacher training 
around lesson planning, be-
havioural management, and 
assessment. 

“The strategic vision of 
QF’s multiversity environ-
ment offers students a unique 
and incomparable opportuni-
ty to attend a world class uni-
versity while benefiting from 
interactions with students 
and programming from part-
ner institutions. So whether 
participants decide to apply 
to GU-Q or another school, 
we want to make sure they 
have the best chances for suc-
cess.”

The programme also in-
cluded preparation for col-
lege entrance exams taught by 
experienced SAT instructors 
from ScorePlus Princeton Re-
view, and access to resources 
after the course, including an 
optional refresher workshop 
before the exam date. The 
kickoff orientation also in-
vited families to learn more 
about the programme, which 
concluded with a closing cer-
emony and the awarding of 
the GPS 2022 Certificate for 
successful completion of the 
rigorous programme.

GU-Q offers the interna-
tionally recognised Bachelor 
of Science in Foreign Service 
degree programme in four 
majors, three minors, and 
three concentrations of study 
taught in a supportive, holis-
tic learning environment.

Jibin Koshy

Qatar National Library to launch monthly
‘Cultural Salon’ for writers and authors

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha 

QATAR National Library 
(QNL) has announced a plan 
to inaugurate a distinguished 
monthly ‘Cultural Salon’ later 
this year as part of its aim to 
lead cultural projects in Qatar. 
Minister of State and President 
of QNL he Dr hamad bin Ab-
dulaziz Al-Kawari announced 
the plan at the July 6 book 
signing and discussion event 
of ‘Smedra’, the debut novel 
of Dr Abdulrahman bin Salem 
Al-Kuwari, former minister of 
health.

The event was attended 
by some of Qatar’s leading 
cultural, literary and media 
leaders which included Saad 
bin Mohammed Al-Rumaihi, 
chairman of the Qatar Press 
Center; Mubarak bin Jaham Al-
Kuwari, former CeO of Qatar 
Media Corporation; Ibrahim Al 
Bouhachem Al Sayed, director 
general of Dar Al-Watad Book 
and Publications house; and 
Maryam Yassin Al hammadi, 
director of culture and arts at 
the Ministry of Culture, who 
moderated the discussion ses-
sion with the author.

Commenting on the occa-
sion Dr Al-Kawari said: “The 
launch of the ‘Cultural Salon’ is 
consistent with the initiatives of 

the library in supporting writ-
ers, authors and cultural oppor-
tunities. Cultural salons origi-
nated earlier in the country and 
the library’s ‘Cultural Salon’ 
will focus on raising contempo-
rary issues and discussing them 
with educated elites in Qatar, 
the region and the world.”

Dr Abdulrahman Al-Ku-
wari’s novel ‘Smedra’ perfectly 
blends reality with imagina-
tion, addressing and tracking 
a range of social, political and 
intellectual issues related to hu-
man rights, based on the prin-
ciples of freedom, justice and 
equality among people. At the 
opening of the event, Dr ham-
ad Al-Kawari gave a welcome 
speech and congratulated Dr 
Al-Kuwari on his novel. he 

also emphasised the role of the 
library in embracing writers, 
authors and publishers, as well 
as supporting them with events 
to showcase their outstanding 
work, which enriches cultural 
mobility in Qatar. he also said 
that events such as these are 
part of the library’s role in pio-
neering Qatar’s cultural move-
ment. 

Al-Rumaihi expressed his 
praise for Dr Al-Kuwari’s novel 
and his other literary contribu-
tions to poetry and short sto-
ries. he further thanked the 
library’s role in embracing such 
important events. In the con-
text of discussions on the novel, 
Al-Bohashem Al Sayed spoke 
of the honour of printing and 
distributing the novel ‘Sme-

dra’ and stated that its transla-
tion into Turkish was nearing 
completion. he concluded by 
thanking the library for sup-
porting literature, authors and 
publishers by holding such im-
portant events.

QNL is continuing its ef-
forts to provide exceptional 
learning, discovery, imagina-
tion and nourishment of the 
human spirit to enable Qatar’s 
population to positively influ-
ence their society.

The event will provide a platform to discuss contemporary issues with educated elites in Qatar, the region and the world 

HE Dr. Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al-Kawari Dr. Abdulrahman bin Salem Al-Kuwari





dpa 
Tokyo

Former Japanese prime 
minister Shinzo Abe, the most 
influential Japanese politi-
cian of the past two decades, 
has died after he was shot by 
a gunman during an election 
campaign event.

The alleged shooter served 
in the country’s navy for three 
years until his discharge in 
2005, according to Japanese 
television station NHK, citing 
Defence ministry sources.

After being detained, the 
alleged perpetrator said he 
was “dissatisfied” and had 
hoped to kill Abe, NHK re-
ported.

The shooter did not hold a 
grudge against Abe’s political 
beliefs, the Naha prefectural 
police cited him as saying.

Abe was Japan’s longest-
serving prime minister, from 
2012 to 2020. He stepped 
down due to illness, but main-
tained a strong political pres-
ence.

one of his main focuses 
was improving the country’s 
defences and upgrading its 
constitution so Japan could 
participate in foreign military 
ventures.

He was also known for 
his effort to boost the Japa-
nese economy, which become 
known as “Abenomics.” This 
involved cheap money, debt-
financed stimulus and the 
promise of structural reforms 
to lead Japan out of decades of 
deflation and economic stag-
nation.

The accused allegedly fired 
two shots at Abe from behind, 

using a home-made firearm as 
Abe gave an election campaign 
speech to a crowd of people in 
the city of Nara, at about 11:30 
am (0230 GmT) on Friday.

Television footage showed 
the former prime minister ly-
ing on the street after the at-
tack. media reported that Abe 
was bleeding from the neck, 
and that he had internal bleed-
ing in the left side of his chest.

The 67-year-old was flown 

by helicopter to Nara medical 
University Hospital, where he 
later was declared dead.

Japanese Prime minis-
ter Fumio Kishida suspended 
his election campaign on 
Friday following the news of 
the shooting. Kishida left the 
northern prefecture of Yama-
gata to return to Tokyo, Japa-
nese media reported. His gov-
ernment reportedly set up a 
crisis team.

The LDP, the party that 
Abe led for years, was project-
ed to score a resounding vic-
tory in upper house elections 
on Sunday.

The speaker of the lower 
house of parliament, Hiroyuki 
Hosoda, called the shooting 
“an attack on parliamentary 
democracy which cannot be 
tolerated.” regional leaders 
expressed their reaction on 
social media to the news of the 

shooting.
“We remain closely at Ja-

pan’s side during these diffi-
cult hours,” tweeted German 
Chancellor olaf Scholz.

Australian Prime minister 
Anthony Albanese wrote of the 
“shocking news from Japan,” 
while former premier Tony 
Abbott said it was “a shocking 
act of violence against one of 
the world’s leading democrat-
ic statesmen.” Indian Prime 

minister Narendra modi said 
he was “deeply distressed” and 
called for a national day of 
mourning.

The US ambassador to Ja-

pan, rahm emanuel, called 
Abe an “outstanding leader 
of Japan and unwavering ally 
of the US,” after hearing first 
news of the shooting.

former Japanese premier 
shinzo abe assassinated

Former Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe (centre) on the ground after being shot while attending a campaign event at Yamato Saidaiji  
Station in the city of Nara on Friday. (AFP)

dpa 
IslAmAbAd

PAKISTAN has sought tech-
nical and financial assistance 
from the United States to 
mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change as the death toll 
from weeks of monsoon rains 
climbed above 100 amid warn-
ings of more rough weather.

Pakistani Climate Change 
minister Sherry rehman 
spoke to US climate change 
envoy John Kerry on jointly 
fighting the global warming, 
her office said on Friday.

rehman said Pakistan was 
facing an existential threat 
from climate change. The 
South Asian nation is one of 
the top 10 countries bearing 
the brunt for global warming.

Around 9% of the coun-
try’s national income is eroded 
by climate change every year, 
a figure that will increase by 

2025, when water scarcity is 
set to compound the problem, 
rehman told Kerry.

Pakistan’s plea to the US 

comes as the death toll from 
the heavy monsoon rains and 
subsequent flooding surged 
past 100, the disaster manage-
ment agency said on Friday.

more rains were expected 
to hit the country’s southern 
and south-western regions 
on the weekend, which might 
trigger flooding and inunda-
tion of cities, the meteorologi-
cal department said.

Pakistan, the fifth-most 
populous nation, with 220 mil-
lion people, faces risks from 
climate change despite con-
tributing less than 1% to global 
carbon dioxide emissions.

Proximity with the highly 
industrialized nations of Chi-
na and India was the main rea-
son, environmentalist Qamar 
Zaman Chaudhry said.

Pakistan seeks US help to tackle 
climate change as rains kill 100

World

Abe: Conservative who became Japan’s longest-serving PM
dpa 
Tokyo 

SHINZo Abe, who served four 
terms in total and became Ja-
pan’s longest-serving prime 
minister, remained a heavy-
weight political figure even af-
ter he stepped down from his 
last stint as premier in 2020.

When he was shot on Fri-
day, he was campaigning for 
a candidate for the conserva-
tive Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), Japan’s dominant po-
litical force since World War 
II, ahead of upper house elec-
tions scheduled for Sunday.

His grandfather helped to 
found the LDP, and it was also 
the party of his father, former 
foreign minister Shintaro Abe.

Furthermore, since 2021 
Abe had been head of the larg-
est established faction within 
the LDP.

Some saw Abe during his 
time in power as a patriot who 
wanted to “bring Japan back” 
to a position of strength in Asia 
and adapt it to the modern era. 
others saw him as a right-wing 
populist and foreign policy 

hardliner, under whom Asia’s 
oldest democracy turned away 
from its pacifist post-war pol-
icy.

The battle over Japan’s role 
in the world and in particular 
the role of its military is still 
a highly sensitive issue in the 
country. A flashpoint of the de-
bate is calls - led by Abe - for 
changes to Japan’s post-war 
constitution.

Born in 1954, Abe was 
strongly influenced by his 
grandfather Nobusuke Kishi, 
who served as premier from 
1957-60.

After graduating from 
Seikei University in Tokyo in 
1977, Abe briefly studied poli-
tics at the University of South-
ern California. He then worked 
at Kobe Steel before entering 
political life in 1982 as an aide 
to his father, Shintaro Abe.

After his father’s death, 

Abe ran for parliament and 
was elected in 1993. He gained 
popularity partly by taking a 
tough stance against North 
Korea.

In September 2006, Abe 
became prime minister for the 
first time, but after a year in 
office, he resigned for health 
reasons.

The hawkish Abe, how-
ever, quickly became popular 
amid mounting tensions with 
China and South Korea be-
cause of territorial disputes in 
2012. He staged a successful 
comeback as premier in that 
year.

The first head of govern-
ment born after World War II, 
Abe ruled Japan from Decem-
ber 2012 to September 2020, 
when he stepped down for 
health reasons, making him 
the country’s longest-serving 
prime minister.

Long-eared baby goat ‘Simba’ 
becomes celebrity in Pakistan

dpa 
IslAmAbAd 

A baby goat with unusually long ears has be-
come a sensation in Pakistan with hundreds 
queuing up to grab a glimpse, television shows 
inviting him on as a special guest and his owner 
being offered millions from potential buyers.

Simba, as the breeder mohammad Hassan 
Narejo named the goat, was born at a farm in 
the southern city of Karachi on June 4 with ears 
as long as 46 centimetres.

“my family and I couldn’t believe our eyes 
in the first place. We were so excited,” Narejo 
told dpa on the phone from Karachi on Friday.

A little over a month after Simba’s birth, his 
ears are now 56 centimetres in length, much 
longer than the little goat’s own height, Narejo 
said.

“A part of [the] ears touches the ground 
when Simba walks. He has to drag them along,” 
Narejo elaborated. The owner has found a solu-
tion for the problem. “I have got a sack stitched 
for Simba’s ears. I put them into that and wrap 

the sack around his neck.” Life for the entire 
Narejo family has changed since the birth of 
Simba. “my home has become the most sought-
out place in Karachi this past month. I have 
been to at least a dozen of shows on TV and give 
numerous interviews to newspapers and televi-
sion reporters every day,” Narejo said.

And moreover, he is receiving offers of mil-
lions of rupees (thousands of dollars) from 
breeders in Saudi Arabia, oman and Bahrain to 
buy Simba.

File photo of Japan’s former prime minister Shinzo Abe and his wife Akie. (AFP)

Death toll
some saw Abe during his 
time in power as a patriot 
who wanted to “bring Japan 
back” to a position of 
strength in Asia and adapt 
it to the modern era. 
others saw him as a 
right-wing populist and 
foreign policy hardliner, 
under whom Asia’s oldest 
democracy turned away 
from its pacifist post-war 
policy

The accused allegedly fired two shots at Abe from behind, using a home-made firearm

A man (bottom) suspected of shooting former Japanese prime min-
ister Shinzo Abe is tackled to the ground by police at Yamato Saidaiji 
Station in the city of Nara on Friday. (AFP)

A video grab shows former Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe 
(centre) attending an election campaign in Nara, while a man (second 
right-behind) suspected of shooting Abe shortly after stands in the 
background. (AFP)

Flood affected residents clear debris after the dam in Pishin district of 
Balochistan broke due to heavy rains on Thursday. (AFP)
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Tel Aviv Israeli Defence 
Minister Benny Gantz 
and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas met in the 
West Bank this week, ahead 
of a visit to the region by US 
President Joe Biden.

During the talks in 
Ramallah late on Thursday, 
they discussed security co-
operation ahead of Biden’s 
visit as well as civilian 
issues, according to the 
Israeli Defence Ministry. 
The talks were described as 
“positive.” Both agreed to 
avoid activities that could 
lead to instability. (dpa)

Abbas meets 
Israeli min ahead 
of Biden visit

AGencIeS  At least 10 
persons were killed when 
a cloudburst near the holy 
cave shrine of Amarnath in 
south Kashmir Himalayas 
triggered flash floods Friday 
evening that also damaged 
25 tents and three commu-
nity kitchens, police officials 
said. Three persons have 
been rescued, they said.

The cloudburst struck 
around 5.30 pm amid heavy 
rainfall, they said. The 
gushing waters hit the base 
camp outside the shrine, 
damaging 25 tents and 
three community kitchens 
where the pilgrims are 
served food, they said. (dpa)

India: Cloudburst 
kills 10 near 
Amarnath cave

PARIS Hundreds of firefight-
ers were battling an esca-
lating forest blaze fuelled 
by fierce winds in the 
cévennes region of south-
ern France on Thursday.

Around 100 people in 
the Bordezac area have 
already been forced to leave 
their homes, the prefecture 
in nîmes announced on 
Thursday night. Other near-
by residents were asked to 
remain inside their homes 
for their own safety.

Around 600 hectares of 
woodland have already been 
consumed by the flames, 
and 10 water planes were 
deployed to assist firefight-
ing efforts. The number of 
firefighters mobilised was 
set to be increased to 950 
on Friday, and the number of 
fire engines to 140. (dpa)

Hundreds of 
firefighters battle 
forest fire in France

News 
in brief

dpa
nUSA DUA, InDOneSIA

If Western countries hope to 
help Ukraine to a battlefield 
victory against Russia, then 
there is probably no point in 
negotiations said Russian for-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov on 
friday, shortly before leaving a 
G20 summit early.

If the EU and the US want 
to help Ukraine win on the 
ground “then we probably have 
nothing to discuss with the 
West,” said Lavrov at his clos-
ing remarks at the summit on 
the Indonesian island of Bali.

International alignments 
and relations are very much in 
focus at the summit, since so 
many Western foreign minis-
ters have refused to conduct 
one-on-one talks with Lavrov 
while there, to protest Russia’s 
ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

Russia argues that it at-
tacked to save ethnic Russians 
from attack in Ukraine and also 
to “de-Nazify” its neighbour, 
both charges that have been 
widely derided in the West.

But, on friday, Lavrov ac-
cused Western powers of urg-
ing Ukraine “to use their weap-
ons” and slammed Western 
countries for painting Russia to 
be an “aggressor” or “occupier” 
in the conflict without assess-
ing the facts on the ground.

He also criticized the West-
ern sanctions that have been 
laid on Russia since the inva-
sion began in february.

Lavrov said he had come to 
the G20 summit to get an im-
pression of “how the West was 
breathing.” Lavrov did say that 
Russia was prepared to enter 
into talks with Ukraine and 
Turkey to find a way to allow 
Ukraine to export its grain sup-
plies. Ukraine is a key wheat 
supplier for many parts of the 
world. But, due to the war and 
blockades of its ports, most of 
that wheat is not getting out, 
causing worldwide problems.

Little to discuss 
if West urges 
Ukraine to keep 
on fighting: 
Lavrov at G20

dpa
lOnDOn

BRITISH PRIME Boris John-
son is refusing to heed calls to 
let a caretaker prime minister 
take over, a day after he said he 
would step down amid anger at 
multiple scandals.

The news comes as would-
be successors are weighing up 
leadership bids.

There is growing pressure 
from senior members of the 
prime minister’s Conservative 
Party for Johnson to step down 
immediately as prime minister 
and not wait for the election of 
a new leader.

former prime minister 
John Major was among those 
backing calls for Deputy Prime 
Minister Dominic Raab to be 
installed as a caretaker pre-
mier.

But Downing Street on fri-
day insisted Johnson will not 
leave No 10 before a new leader 
is installed. Johnson’s official 
spokesperson said: “The prime 
minister is acting in line with 
convention.

“He remains prime minis-
ter until a new party leader is in 
place and the work of govern-
ment will continue while that 
takes place.” following the tu-
multuous events in Westmin-
ster, some lawmakers fear a 
summer of “chaos” if Johnson 
remains in No 10 while a lead-
ership contest which could run 
for weeks or even months plays 
out.

But Johnson has sought to 
assuage concerns by vowing 
not to implement new policies 
in his remaining time in office 
and to leave any major tax and 
spending decisions to the next 
prime minister.

This pledge was reiterated 
by his spokesperson, who said 
the government “won’t seek to 
make any large fiscal changes, 
nor will it seek to unpick previ-
ously agreed policy.”

 But it will push ahead with 
trying to force through depor-
tations of asylum seekers to 
Rwanda, as well as continu-
ing contentious talks with the 
European Union about trade 
with Northern Ireland in light 
of Brexit agreements that treat 
it separately from Britain.

“It’s not that the govern-

ment cannot continue to deal 
with challenging or long-stand-
ing issues; it is simply the con-
vention to stick with delivering 
on pre-agreed policies,” the of-
ficial said.

After Johnson made clear 
his frustration at the way he 
had been forced out by an un-
precedented wave of ministe-
rial resignations, many in the 
party remain deeply suspicious 
of his intentions.

Newly installed Educa-
tion Secretary James Cleverly 
played down such concerns 
and insisted the process for 
choosing a new leader will 
be done “professionally but 
promptly.” 

“There’s no such thing as 
a caretaker prime minister. In 
our system, there is a prime 
minister,” he said on the morn-
ing media round. “I think the 
process now will be done pro-
fessionally but promptly so 
that we can get a new prime 

minister who can form a new 
team in good time.” In his res-
ignation speech on the steps of 
No 10, Johnson offered no con-
trition for the Partygate scan-
dal - which involved parties on 
government property despite 
coronavirus lockdowns - or the 
appointment of Chris Pincher 
as deputy chief whip, despite 
allegations Johnson knew 
Pincher had been accused of 
sexual misconduct.

Instead he angered many 
members of Parliament by 
complaining of the “eccentric” 
move to oust him, accusing his 
tormentors of succumbing to a 
“herd mentality.” 

George freeman, one the 
last ministers to quit before 
Johnson made his announce-
ment, said the tone of his ad-
dress did not suggest he would 
see out his time with “quiet 
humility and contrition.” On 
Monday, elections will take 
place to the executive of the 

backbench 1922 Committee 
which will then set out the rules 
and timetable for the leader-
ship contest.

Under current rules, law-
makers will vote in a series of 
secret ballots - depending on 
how many candidates there 
are - with the final two going 
forward to a vote of the mem-
bership.

Around a dozen potential 
candidates to claim the Tory 
crown - including backbench-
ers as well as ministers - are 
thought to be assessing their 
support needed for a challenge.

Jeremy Hunt is highly 
likely to announce his bid in 
the coming days, the PA new 
agency understands from a 
source close to the senior Tory 
member.&lt; The former for-
eign secretary and ex-health 
secretary was a runner-up to 
Johnson in 2019.

The Commons foreign Af-
fairs Committee chairperson 

Tom Tugendhat was the first 
contender to throw his hat in 
the ring, saying he was putting 
together a “broad coalition” of-
fering a “clean start.” 

Among the early favourites 
are former chancellor Rishi 
Sunak - who quit on Tuesday, 
helping to trigger a slew of 
ministerial resignations - and 
the man who succeeded him, 
Nadhim Zahawi.

Elsewhere, foreign Sec-
retary Liz Truss and Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace are both 
thought to have significant 
support.

Other ministers consider-
ing a run include Transport 
Secretary Grant Shapps, Attor-
ney General Suella Braverman 
and Cabinet Office Minister 
Penny Mordaunt.

from outside the govern-
ment, former health secretary 
Sajid Javid, who also quit on 
Tuesday, and arch Brexiteer 
Steve Baker may also stand.

Johnson rejects calls 
to let caretaker premier 
take charge in London

dpa
MOScOW 

A representative of the Moscow 
district parliament has been sen-
tenced to seven years in penal 
colony for “deliberately spreading 
false information about the Rus-
sian federation’s forces opera-
tion.” 

Alexei Gorinov’s sentence was 
announced by the relevant Mos-
cow court on friday.

Opponents of the government 
slammed the verdict as politically 
motivated and a pretext to get rid 
of the 60-year-old lawyer.

The politician was sentenced 
on the basis of a fairly new law that 
criminalizes alleged “fake news” 
about Russia’s army. 

Since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in late february, several 
trials have been initiated on its 

basis. But Gorinov’s sentence is by 
far the harshest imposed so far.

His conviction relates to his 
choice of words at a board meet-
ing of the district parliament in 
mid-March, where there was dis-
cussion over whether to hold a 
children’s drawing competition.

Gorinov and a colleague, 
who has since fled abroad, spoke 
out against such entertainment, 
pointing to the current suffering 
in neighbouring Ukraine.

Gorinov spoke of “war” in the 
discussion at the time - and not of 
a “special military operation” as 
officially specified by the Kremlin.

Recordings of the meeting 
later ended up on the internet - 
and Gorinov’s words were thus 
deemed by the court to have been 
disseminated publicly.

Russian opposition activists 
reacted with shock to the verdict. 

Moscow lawmaker handed seven 
years in jail for ‘fake news’ over war
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Muslim pilgrims pray at Mount 
Arafat as Hajj reaches apex

agencies 

HUNDREDS of thousands of 
Muslim pilgrims from around 
the world raised their hands to 
heaven and offered prayers of 
repentance on the sacred hill 
of Mount Arafat in Saudi Ara-
bia on friday, an intense day 
of worship considered to be 
the climax of the annual hajj.

Multitudes stood shoulder 
to shoulder, feet to feet, for 
the emotional day of supplica-
tion in the desert valley where 
Muslims believe the Prophet 
Muhammad delivered his final 
sermon, calling for equality 
and unity among Muslims.

The experience sent many 
pilgrims to tears. Muslims 
believe prayer on this day at 
Mount Arafat, about 20 kilo-
meters (12 miles) east of the 
holy city of Mecca, is their best 
chance at salvation and spir-
itual renewal. The pilgrims 
set out for Arafat before dawn, 
chanting as they trekked. They 
remained until nightfall in 
deep contemplation and wor-
ship.

“I feel I am so close to God,” 
said Zakaria Mohammad, an 
Egyptian pilgrim praying as 
the sky brightened over the 
hilltop. “He gave me such 
joy. This is my feeling now — 
joy, great joy.” Men wore un-
stitched sheets of white cloth 
resembling a shroud, while 

women wore conservative 
dress and headscarves, their 
faces exposed.

The hajj is a once-in-a-
lifetime duty for all Muslims 
physically and financially able 
to make the journey, which 
takes the faithful along a path 
traversed by the Prophet Mu-
hammad some 1,400 years 
ago.

COVID-19 “God brought 
me here,” said Khadije Isaac, 
who traveled to Mount Arafat 
from Nigeria, her voice clipped 
with emotion. “I cannot de-
scribe the happiness that I 
have.” Strict pandemic lim-

its had upended the event for 
the past two years, effectively 
canceling one of the world’s 
biggest and most diverse 
gatherings and devastating 
many pious Muslims who had 
waited a lifetime to make the 
journey. This year’s pilgrim-
age marks the largest since the 
virus struck, although the at-
tendance by 1 million worship-
pers remains less than half of 
the pre-pandemic influx.

All pilgrims selected to 
perform the hajj this year are 
under age 65 and have been 
fully vaccinated against COV-
ID-19.

Muslim pilgrims gather atop Mount Arafat, also known as Jabal al-
Rahma (Mount of Mercy), southeast of the holy city of Mecca, during 
the climax of the Hajj pilgrimage, on Friday. (AFP)

Former Angolan president Santos dies at 79
agencies 

JOSé Eduardo dos Santos, once 
one of Africa’s longest-serving 
rulers who during almost four 
decades as president of Angola 
fought the continent’s longest 
civil war and turned his coun-
try into a major oil producer as 
well as one of the world’s poor-
est and most corrupt nations, 
died friday. He was 79.

Dos Santos died at a clinic 
in Barcelona, Spain following a 

long illness, the Angolan gov-
ernment said in an announce-
ment on its facebook page.

The announcement said dos 
Santos was “a statesman of great 
historical scale who governed 
... the Angolan nation through 
very difficult times.” Dos Santos 
had mostly lived in Barcelona 
since stepping down in 2017 and 
had been undergoing treatment 
there for health problems.

Angola’s current head 
of state, João Lourenço, an-

nounced five days of national 
mourning starting Saturday, 
when the country’s flag will fly 

at half-staff and public events 
are canceled.

Dos Santos came to power 
four years after Angola gained 
independence from Portugal 
and became enmeshed in the 
Cold War as a proxy battlefield.

His political journey 
spanned single-party Marxist 
rule in post-colonial years and 
a democratic system of govern-
ment adopted in 2008. He vol-
untarily stepped down when his 
health began failing.

Prince Harry wins first stage in 
suit against UK tabloid
PRInce Harry won the first stage of a libel suit against the 
publisher of Britain’s Mail on Sunday newspaper as a judge 
ruled Friday that parts of a story about his fight for police 
protection in the U.K. were defamatory.

High court Justice Matthew nicklin hasn’t yet consid-
ered issues such as whether the story was accurate or in 
the public interest, defenses that the newspaper will be able 
to offer in the next phase of the proceedings. (agencies) 

Sergei Lavrov

A member of the public holds a copy of the Evening Standard newspaper in London on Thursday. (AFP)

Jose Eduardo Dos Santos

Announcement
Mr. FAISAL MOHAMMED, of Indian 
nationality, holding a Passport number: 
6421922 and ID number: 29235624089
is announcing his willingness to changing 
his name to: MOHAMMED FAISAL.
Whoever has an objection to this, kindly 
contact the General Directorate of 
Passports within 15 days from the date of 
its announcement in the newspaper.

World



Good growth in loans helps total assets of the bank rise 6% to reach QR1,124 bn as on June 30, 2022 

QNA
DOHA 

DURING the first week of 
July, Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) index maintained its 
consistency above 12 thou-
sand points, despite its decline 
to the level of 12,084 points 
compared to trading last week, 
to lose 106.6 points or 0.870 
percent.

In this context, financial 
analyst Ramzi Qasmieh said 
that the situation of QSE in the 
current period is characterised 
by anticipation, pointing out 
that there is a shortage in li-
quidity as a result of a number 
of factors, including the inves-
tors’ patience for the period 
after Eid Al Adha and the situ-
ation waiting for the decision 
of the US Federal Reserve (the 
US central bank) related to the 
interest rate expected on July 
27.

He said that QSE index 
was able over the past period 
to maintain its cohesion, and 
stay above the level of 12,000 
points, considering that “it 
is important for the index to 
remain at the levels of the 
support point.” The weekly 
report of QSE also indicated 
that its market value reached 
QR672.056 billion by the end 
of the week’s trading, com-

pared to its level last week of 
QR684.020 billion, recording 
a decline of 1.75 percent.

In his statement to QNA, 
the financial analyst pointed 
out that the decline in the in-
dex in the current week of July 
is due to the decline in the 
industrial sector, especially 
Industries Qatar and Qamco, 
which were affected by the 
drop in oil prices in global 
markets, adding that the de-
cision of the Council of Min-
isters regarding opening the 
capital of Qatari companies 
to 100 percent ownership, is 
still resonating in the market, 
as it recorded, for example, 
that the share of QIIB rose as a 
result of being affected by this  
decision.

The weekly report indicat-
ed that the value of stock trad-
ing, during the week that end-
ed its trading today, amounted 
to QR1.705 billion, through the 
sale of 517.906 million shares, 
which were executed following 
the conclusion of 61065 deals.

The weekly performance 
of the banking sector was also 
marked by variation, while the 
transportation sector recorded 
the best performance since the 
beginning of the year com-
pared to the rest of the sectors, 
especially the performance of 
Milaha and Nakilat.

QSE maintains 
consistency 
above 12K mark

Wall St slides as strong jobs data fuels rate hike worries
AGENCIES

NEW YORK

WALL Street’s main indexes 
slipped on Friday after stronger-
than-expected jobs data fuelled 
expectations of another big inter-
est rate hike by the US Federal 
Reserve later this month.

The Labour Department’s re-
port showed nonfarm payrolls 
rose by 372,000 jobs in June, 
higher than the estimated rise of 
268,000 jobs, according to a Reu-
ters poll of economists. 

The report also showed jobless 
rate remained near pre-pandemic 
lows at 3.6 percent and average 
hourly earnings rose 0.3 percent, 
after gaining 0.4 percent in May, 
all pointing to strength in the la-
bour market.

“Certainly, it solidifies the 
view that there’s going to be a 
75-basis-point increase in the 
next two weeks,” said Tom Plumb, 
portfolio manager of the Plumb 
Balanced Fund.

“We are still where bad news is 
good news and good news is bad 
news ... that’s going to be the case 
until there’s some perception that 
the Fed has accomplished or is ac-
complishing their goal of moder-
ating the growth of the economy.”

Atlanta Fed President Raphael 
Bostic, until recently among the 
central bank’s most dovish policy-

makers, said on Friday he “fully” 
supports another 75 basis point 
rate rise later this month. 

Fed Governor Christopher 
Waller and St. Louis Fed Presi-

dent James Bullard said on 
Thursday they would support 
another 75-basis-point rate in-
crease, but forecast a downshift 
to a slower pace afterward. 

After a brutal first half of the 
year, US stock markets started 
July on a solid footing as inves-
tors took relief from easing com-
modity prices and the Fed hinting 

at a more tempered program of 
rate hikes amid concerns of a re-
cession. 

The S&P 500 and the Nasdaq 
recorded their fourth successive 

higher close on Thursday, while 
the three main indexes were on 
track to post weekly gains.

Rate-sensitive shares of high-
growth companies such as Mi-
crosoft, Amazon.com and Nvidia 
Corp fell nearly 1 percent as US 
Treasury yields jumped.

The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage was down 68.69 points, or 
0.22 percent, at 31,315.86, the 
S&P 500 was down 18.45 points, 
or 0.47 percent, at 3,884.17 
points, and the Nasdaq Compos-
ite was down 87.57 points, or 0.75 
percent, at 11,533.78 points.

Levi Strauss rose 2.1 percent 
after the company’s second-quar-
ter results beat estimates, helped 
by strong demand for its denim 
jeans and jackets.

Twitter fell 4.6 percent after 
a report said Elon Musk’s deal to 
buy the social media company is 
in “serious jeopardy”.

GameStop tumbled 7.5 per-
cent after the video game retailer 
said it had terminated the em-
ployment of Chief Financial Of-
ficer Michael Recupero. 

Declining issues outnumbered 
advancers for a 2.00-to-1 ratio on 
the NYSE and a 1.52-to-1 ratio on 
the Nasdaq.

The S&P index recorded one 
new 52-week high and 29 new 
lows, while the Nasdaq recorded 
eight new highs and 11 new lows.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QNB, the largest financial insti-
tution in the Middle East and 
Africa (MEA) region, has an-
nounced its results for the six 
months ended June 30, 2022.

The bank’s net profit before 
the impact of hyperinflation 
for the first six months of 2022 
reached QR7.8 billion ($2.1 bil-
lion), an increase of 15 percent 
compared to the same period 
last year.

Net Profit after the im-
pact of hyperinflation for the 
six months ended June 30, 
2022 reached QR7 billion 
($1.9 billion), an increase of 
4 percent compared to same 
period last year.

Total assets as at June 30, 
2022 reached QR1,124 billion 
($309 billion), an increase of 
6 percent from June 30, 2021, 
mainly driven by good growth 
in Loans and advances by 3 
percent to reach QR766 billion 
($210 billion).

Diversified customer de-
posits generation helped to 
increase customer deposits by 
4 percent to reach QR795 bil-
lion ($218 billion) from June 
30, 2021.

During the period, QNB 
Group’s Turkey operations 
was subjected to hyperinfla-
tionary accounting require-
ments as per International Fi-
nancial Reporting Standards 
due to which a non-cash “net 
monetary loss” was reported 
in the Group’s income state-
ment amounting to QAR744 
million ($204 million).

This accounting adjust-
ment was neutral on the 
Group’s total equity. Operat-
ing income increased by 20 
percent to reach QR16.3 billion 
($4.5 billion) which reflects the 
Group’s success in maintaining 
growth across a range of rev-
enue sources.

The Group’s drive for op-
erational efficiency contin-
ues to yield cost-savings and 
enhanced revenue sources 
that enabled QNB Group to 
improve efficiency (cost to 
income) ratio to 20.2 percent 
from 22.9 percent, which is 
considered one of the best ra-
tios among large financial in-
stitutions in the MEA region.

QNB’s strong asset and 
liability management capa-

bilities resulted in the loans to 
deposits ratio reaching 96.4 
percent as at June 30, 2022.

The ratio of non-perform-
ing loans to gross loans stood 
at 2.4 percent as at June 
30, 2022, one of the lowest 
amongst financial institutions 
in the MEA region, reflecting 
the high quality of the Group’s 
loan book and the effective 
management of credit risk. 

In addition, during the six 

month period ended June 30, 
2022, QNB Group set aside 
QR3.9 billion ($1.1 billion) 
as a precaution for potential 
loan losses. This helped the 
Group to increase its coverage 
ratio to 123 percent, which 
reflects the prudent approach 
adopted by the Group towards 
non-performing loans.

Total Equity increased to 
QR103 billion ($28 billion), 
up by 5 percent from June 

2021. Earnings per share 
reached QR0.71 ($0.20).

Capital Adequacy Ratio 
(CAR) as at June 30, 2022 
amounted to 18.9 percent 
higher than the regulatory 
minimum requirements of the 
Qatar Central Bank and Basel 
Committee.

QNB Group supported by 
27,000 staff operating from 
approximately 1,000 loca-
tions and 4,700 ATMs.

QNB net profit rises 15% 
to QR7.8 bn in H1 2022

After a brutal first half of the year, US stock markets started July on a solid footing as investors took relief from easing commodity prices and the Fed hinting at a more 
tempered programme of rate hikes amid concerns of a recession. 

QNB’s strong asset and liability management capabilities resulted in the loans to deposits ratio reaching 96.4 percent as at June 30, 2022.

QSE’s market value reached QR672.056 billion at the end of the 
weekly trading on Thursday.  
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US employers hired far more 
workers than expected in June 
and continued to raise wages 
at a steady clip, signs of per-
sistent labour market strength 
that give the Federal Reserve 
ammunition to deliver another 
75-basis-point interest rate 
hike this month.

The Labour Department’s 
closely watched employment 
report on Friday also showed 
no indication that companies 
were reducing hours for work-
ers. Also, the number of people 
working part time for economic 
reasons fell sharply, dropping 
below its pre-pandemic level. 
This should allay fears of an 
imminent recession that had 
mounted in recent days fol-
lowing a raft of tepid economic 
data, ranging from consumer 
spending to manufacturing.

“Today’s job number 
should soothe fears of an im-
minent recession, but it does 
nothing to relieve fears of con-
siderable further Fed tighten-
ing,” said Seema Shah, chief 
global strategist at Principal 
Global Investors. “The job mar-
ket remains severely tight.”

Nonfarm payrolls in-
creased by 372,000 jobs last 
month. Data for May was re-
vised slightly down to show 
payrolls rising by 384,000 jobs 
instead of the previously re-
ported 390,000. Employment 
is now 524,000 jobs below its 
level in February 2020.

The US private sector has 
recouped all the jobs lost dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic 
and is 140,000 higher than in 
February 2020, while govern-
ment employment is still in the 
hole by 664,000.

Economists polled by Reu-
ters had forecast 268,000 jobs 
added last month, with esti-
mates ranging from as low as 
90,000 to as high 400,000.

Last month’s broad in-
crease was led by the profes-
sional and business services 
industry, which added 74,000 
jobs. Leisure and hospitality 
payrolls increased by 67,000 
jobs. But employment in the 
industry remains down by 1.3 
million since February 2020.

There were also strong pay-
rolls gains in the healthcare, 
information as well as trans-
portation and warehousing in-
dustries. Manufacturing added 
29,000 jobs and has recouped 
all the jobs lost during the pan-
demic.

The unemployment rate 
was unchanged at 3.6 percent 
for a fourth straight month, in 
part as people left the labour 
force.

US stocks opened lower. 
The dollar rose against a bas-
ket of currencies. US Treasury 
prices fell.

The Fed wants to cool de-
mand for labour to help bring 
inflation down to its 2 percent 
target. The US central bank’s 
aggressive monetary policy 
posture has heightened re-
cession worries, which were 
amplified by modest growth 
in consumer spending in May 
as well as soft housing starts, 
building permits and manufac-
turing production.

In June, it raised its bench-

mark overnight interest rate 
by three-quarters of a percent-
age point, its biggest hike since 
1994. Markets overwhelmingly 
expect the Fed, which has in-
creased its policy rate by 150 
basis points since March, to 
unveil another 75-basis-point 
hike at its meeting later this 
month.

The release next Wednes-
day of inflation data for June, 
which is expected to show con-
sumer prices accelerating, is 
also seen giving policymakers 
another reason to raise bor-
rowing costs further.

Inflation could remain ele-
vated, with employers continu-
ing to raise wages to retain and 
attract workers. There were 
11.3 million job openings at the 

end of May, with 1.9 jobs for 
every unemployed person. 

Average hourly earnings 
increased 0.3 percent in June 
after gaining 0.4 percent in 
May. That lowered the year-
on-year increase to 5.1 percent 
from 5.3 percent in May. De-
spite the deceleration, wage 
pressures remain robust. La-
bour costs surged in the first 
quarter and the Atlanta Fed’s 
wage growth tracker continues 
to run strong.

With workers still in short 
supply, the average workweek 
held steady at 34.5 hours. The 
number of people working part 
time for economic reasons fell 
by 707,000 to 3.6 million and 
was below its February 2020 
level of 4.4 million.

US job growth strong in June 
despite darkening outlook

ECB climate 
stress test finds 
$71 billion risk to 
eurozone banks

DPA
FrankFurt 

BANkS in the eurozone need 
to prepare better in view of 
the looming financial risks 
of climate change, warned 
the European Central Bank 
(ECB) on Friday.

“Euro area banks urgent-
ly need to step up their ef-
forts to measure and manage 
climate risk,” said Andrea 
Enria, head of ECB banking 
supervision, presenting the 
results of the central bank’s 
first climate stress test.

Adverse scenarios could 
see environment-related 
losses for the eurozone’s fi-
nancial industry reach at 
least $71 billion, the ECB cal-
culated.

A total of 104 banks par-
ticipated in the test, which is 
the first of its kind, the ECB 
said, providing information 
over three modules, or cat-
egories. Those included their 
own climate stress-testing 
capabilities; their reliance on 
carbon-emitting sectors; and 
their performance under dif-
ferent scenarios over several 
time horizons. The figure re-
lates to 41 of the 104 banks 
subject to the stress test, the 
ECB warned, meaning it re-
flects “only a fraction” of the 
actual climate-related risk 
posed to the industry.

“We expect banks to act 
decisively and develop ro-
bust climate stress tests in 
the short to medium term,” 
Frank Elderson, the ECB’s 
deputy head of banking su-
pervision said.

Investigators acknowl-

edged that banks have made 
‘some progress’ in address-
ing climate risks since 2020. 
However, about 60 percent 
of the institutions did not yet 
have a stress testing frame-
work to model climate risk 
for their business. Only 20 
percent took climate risks 
into account when granting 
loans.

On launching the test in 
January, the ECB’s bank-
ing supervision team said 
no banks would fail the test, 
but that it was intended as a 
“learning exercise to assess 
banks’ climate-risk prepar-
edness.”

There would also be 
no direct capital impact on 
banks from the exercise.

The supervisors looked 
at two kinds of risk: physi-
cal risk to buildings resulting 
from flooding, and risk as-
sociated with restructuring 
the economy to low-carbon 
and ecologically sustainable 
practices, leading to direct or 
indirect banking losses.

The stress test is made 
up of three modules: a ques-
tionnaire on banks’ climate 
stress test capabilities; a 
benchmark analysis to as-
sess the sustainability of 
banks’ business models and 
their exposure to emission-
intensive companies; and a 
bottom-up stress test. Since 
November 2014, the ECB has 
been monitoring the largest 
banks in the eurozone. This 
currently covers 111 financial 
institutions making up al-
most 82 percent of the bank-
ing market in the 19-member 
single currency area.

The US private sector has recouped all the jobs lost during the COVID-19 pandemic and is 140,000 higher than in February 2020, while govern-
ment employment is still in the hole by 664,000.

Agencies 
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A US appeals court on Friday 
said Exxon Mobil Corp and 
Royal Dutch Shell affiliates 
may try to enforce part of a 
$1.8 billion arbitration award 
against Nigeria’s state-run oil 
company, in a dispute con-
cerning oil extraction near the 
African country’s coastline.

In a 3-0 decision, the 2nd 
US Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Manhattan said a lower court 
judge erred in rejecting the 
entire October 2011 award, 
which by 2018 had grown to 
$2.67 billion including inter-
est, against Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corp.

It said the judge should 
have determined which parts 
of the award had been deemed 
enforceable by a Nigerian ap-

peals court.
Lawyers for the companies 

did not immediately respond 
to requests for comment.

The dispute arose from a 
1993 contract for Esso Explo-
ration and Production Nigeria 
Ltd and Shell Nigeria Explo-
ration and Production Co to 
invest billions of dollars to 
develop the Erha oil field on 
the Gulf of Guinea, and share 
profits with NNPC.

Extraction began in 2006. 
But disagreements soon arose, 
and Exxon and Shell said that 
by late 2007 NNPC was at the 
government’s behest “lifting” 
more oil than the contract al-
lowed, depriving them of bil-
lions of dollars.

Following the arbitration 
ruling, Exxon and Shell sought 
to enforce their award in Man-
hattan while NNPC sought to 

set it aside in Nigeria.
In Friday’s decision, Circuit 

Judge Susan Carney said Exx-
on and Shell did not prove that 
setting aside part of the award 
violated public policy, and said 
US courts should not second-
guess Nigerian courts’ substan-
tive views on Nigerian law.

But she said the Nigerian 
judgments were “ambiguous” 
as to how much of the award 
was set aside, and more fact-
finding was needed.

Friday’s decision partially 
reversed a September 2019 
ruling by US District Judge 
William Pauley in Manhattan.

Pauley died last July, and 
another judge will take over 
the case.

The case is Esso Explora-
tion and Production Nigeria 
Ltd et al v Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corp.

Exxon, Shell may try to  
pursue part of $1.8 bn 
Nigerian award: Court

Following the arbitration ruling, Exxon and Shell sought to enforce their award in Manhattan while NNPC 
sought to set it aside in Nigeria.
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BOEING’S CEO said the com-
pany could cancel the 737 
MAX 10 if regulators don’t 
certify the jet before new crew 
alerting system standards take 
effect in December, according 
to a report on Thursday.

The airplane manufac-
turer confirmed comments by 
Boeing Chief Executive Dave 
Calhoun, who told Aviation 
Week that shelving the MAX 
10 “is not that threatening” in 
light of some of the other chal-
lenges the company has faced 
in recent years.

“The (737-10) is a little bit 
of an all-or-nothing,” he told 
the publication.

Calhoun has previously 
spoken hopefully of solving 
the problem, which could be 
resolved by Congress if the 
plane is not certified in time.

But the Federal Aviation 
Administration has been tak-
ing longer to approve Boeing 
planes after criticism of the 
agency in the wake of two fa-
tal crashes of earlier versions 
of the 737 MAX that left the 
plane grounded globally for 
more than a year.

A December 2020 law en-
acted by the US Congress re-
quired the FAA to only certify 
planes equipped with a flight 
crew alerting system designed 
to help pilots prioritize warn-
ings and advisories activated 
during flight.

The alerting system in 
the 737 MAX 10 shares the 
traits in the earlier MAX 
planes and does not meet 
the new standards. Boeing 
has argued the benefit of the 
MAX 10’s “commonality” 
with earlier versions of the 
jets, which enables pilots ex-
perienced in earlier version 
of the MAX to easily transi-
tion to the MAX 10.

The system requirement 
under the 2020 law -- which 
was passed amid criticism of 
both Boeing and the FAA af-

ter the MAX crashes -- takes 
effect on December 27, 2022, 
effectively establishing a 
two-year exemption for jets 
already in the certification                  
process.

The requirement can be 
extended only by new US leg-
islation, setting the stage for 
what Aviation Week described 
as a “looming standoff” be-
tween Boeing and Congress.

“As we have said, we are 
working transparently with 
the FAA to provide the infor-
mation they need, and are 
committed to meeting their 
expectations and those of our 
customers to certify and de-
liver the 737-10,” a Boeing 
spokesperson said. “Safety re-
mains the driving factor in this 
effort.”

The FAA declined to give a 
timetable for the MAX 10.

“Safety dictates the time-
line of certification projects,” 
an FAA spokesperson said. 
“We cannot discuss ongoing 
certification projects.”

Michel Merluzeau, an 
aviation expert at AIR, said 
cancelation of the MAX 10 
could result in a year of lost 

production on the jet. Even 
more important, such a move 
would position rival Airbus 
to make further gains in the 
narrow-body airplane market, 
he said.

The new CEO has made 
sweeping management chang-
es that pushed accountability 
and decision-making back to 
the heads of Boeing’s main 
businesses, an approach that 
draws on his years in senior 
leadership at General Electric 
Co. He has been compared to 
a private equity fund manager 
minding a portfolio of compa-
nies, focusing on the numbers 
while leaving it to division 
leaders to deliver the results. 
In fact, that was Calhoun’s role 
at Blackstone Group Inc. be-
fore he took over the top job at 
Boeing.

At every turn, Calhoun has 
sought to differentiate himself 
from Muilenburg, an engineer 
by training who was ousted in 
2019 for bungling the response 
to the Max crisis. Some con-
tend he’s too hands-off, noting 
how minor issues can quickly 
blow up into debacles when 
building airplanes from hun-

dreds of thousands of parts.
When a challenging is-

sue flares in a Boeing factory, 
Calhoun doesn’t jet in to quiz 
workers, as Muilenburg often 
did. Calhoun also resisted sug-
gestions to hold daily reviews 
when tiny structural flaws 
kept cropping up around the 
frames of the company’s mar-
quee 787 Dreamliners, said 
three people familiar with the 
matter. Eventually, regulators 
halted deliveries of the jets as 
more of the so-called non-con-
formities were found. 

A person close to the com-
pany counters that a hovering 
CEO would’ve been an unwel-
come distraction that made 
things worse. Calhoun holds 
reviews weekly -- and some-
times more often -- on hot is-
sues like the 787.

He has also rethought the 
monthly executive council re-
views where previous CEOs 
had grilled their deputies in 
grueling day-long sessions. 
Instead, the “exco” meets just 
once a quarter, where updates 
from the company’s main divi-
sions are allotted 20 minutes 
apiece.

Boeing CEO says planemaker 
may cancel 737 MAX 10

The alerting system in the 737 MAX 10 shares the traits in the earlier MAX planes and does not meet the 
new standards. 
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FORMER FIFA president Jo-
seph Blatter and former UEFA 
president Michel Platini were 
on Friday acquitted by the 
Swiss Federal Criminal Court 
in a FIFA fraud trial.

The two ex top officials 
had been charged by federal 
prosecutors with defraud-
ing FIFA in connection with 
a payment of 2 million Swiss 
francs ($2.07 million) Platini 
received from FIFA in 2011 for 
FIFA work done as a consult-
ant between 1998 and 2002.

Switzerland’s Blatter, 86, 
presided over the world gov-
erning football body 1998-
2015.

The Swiss probe started in 
2015 after a search at the FIFA  
headquarters on general cor-
ruption suspicion. Platini was 

originally only listed as a wit-
ness.

The prosecution had want-
ed a suspended sentence of 
one year eight months for both 
men, and Platini to be fined 
some 2.2 million Swiss francs, 
the original payment plus so-
cial security taxes FIFA also 
paid.

“After examining and eval-
uating all evidence and cir-
cumstantial evidence as well 
as hearing various witnesses in 

the main hearing, the criminal 
court came to the conclusion 
that the result of the evidence 
supports the version of the 
accused, the facts of the in-
dictment cannot therefore be 
considered to have been estab-
lished with a probability bor-
dering on certainty, and the 
court has serious doubts about 
the version from the prosecut-
ing authority,” the court said 
in a statement.

Blatter and Platini had 
protested their innocence, 
stating a verbal agreeement, 

that FIFA was not in a finan-
cial position at the time to ful-
ly pay the Frenchman Platini 
who for his part spoke of a fab-
ricated case.

“Now I am a happy man,” 
said Blatter who had reiter-
ated shortly before that “I am 
not innocent in my life but I 
am innocent in this case.” 

Platini had spoken of a 
politically motivated case 
which ended his ambition to 
take over from Blatter as FIFA 
president, a position now held 
by former UEFA secretary 
general Gianni Infantino.

Both men were banned 
from football by the FIFA eth-
ics committee, and their ca-
reers ended even though the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
later reduced the bans.

Platini, 67, said in a state-
ment distributed by his lawyer 
that “my fight is a fight against 

injustice. I have won a first 
game.” 

“The truth has come to 
light in this trial,” he said, 
vowing “we will meet again” as 
he would “go all the way in my 
quest for the truth” because 
“there are culprits who did not 
appear during this trial.” 

Platini filed a criminal 
complaint against Infantino 
and others last year in France.

The court also said that civ-
il lawsuits from FIFA against 
Blatter and Platini must go be-
fore a civil court.

FIFA said in a brief state-
ment: “FIFA takes note of the 
verdict of the court regarding 
the case opened by the OAG 
(Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral) and will await the full 
reasoned judgement before 
commenting further.” 

Friday’s ruling can be ap-
pealed within 10 days.

Blatter and Platini cleared of 
FIFA fraud at Swiss trial
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Tottenham 
sign France 
defender 
Clement  
Lenglet on  
season-long 
loan from  
Barcelona

Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter gives a thumb up as he leaves Switzerland’s Federal 
Criminal Court after the verdict of his trial over a suspected fraudulent payment, in the 
southern Switzerland city of Bellinzona, on Friday. (AFP)

Former UEFA president Michel Platini reacts as he talks to journalists after the 
verdict of his trial over a suspected fraudulent payment, at Switzerland’s Federal 
Criminal Court, in the southern Switzerland city of Bellinzona, on Friday. (AFP)

Now I am a happy man.
I am not innocent in my 
life but I am innocent in 
this case. 
Former FIFA president  
Sepp Blatter

The truth has come to  
light in this trial.
Former UEFA president  
Michel Platini

Djokovic fights past Norrie to enter final
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic is a win 
away from a seventh Wim-
bledon title after coming back 
from a set down to end Cam-
eron Norrie’s dream home run 
at the All England Club.

Norrie was looking to be-
come the first British man to 
reach the final at the All Eng-
land Club since Andy Murray’s 
triumph in 2016.

He appeared to have Djok-
ovic unsettled when he won 
the first set in startlingly com-
fortable fashion.

However, Djokovic, as he 
has done so often, recovered 
superbly to storm to a 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 6-4 victory and set up 
a final with Nick Kyrgios, who 
benefited from Rafael Nadal’s 
withdrawal through injury.

The pair traded breaks in 
the first two games, but Norrie 
struck a key blow in the fifth 

game when Djokovic hit long 
off a low backhand from the 
Briton. Djokovic fired into the 
net two games later to hand 

Norrie a third break of a set 
he wrapped up with an ace de-
spite two double faults.

Djokovic responded by 

placing Norrie under sustained 
pressure on serve and it told in 
the eighth game of the second 
when the ninth seed pushed a 

forehand long, and he did the 
same off the backhand side as 
the Serbian levelled the match.

Norrie ballooned a fore-
hand long in the opening game 
of the third to give the break to 
Djokovic, who raced away in 
style thereafter.

An excellent return off a 
Norrie second serve gave Djok-
ovic a break in the first game of 
the fourth and he would not be 
prevented from reaching the 
finish line despite the home 
hope’s spirited effort.

Djokovic has now won 12 of 
his last 14 grand slam matches 
after losing the first set. The 
only exceptions in that run 
came in the 2021 US Open final 
defeat to Daniil Medvedev and 
in the French Open quarter-
final loss to Nadal this year.

With neither of those op-
ponents in his way, Djokovic 
will be expected to claim a 21st 
Grand Slam title with triumph 
over Kyrgios. 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Britain’s Cameron Norrie during their men’s singles semi-final of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Friday. (AFP)

SLEEPLESS NIGHT FOR NICK AFTER FINAL SPOT CONFIRMED
NICK Kyrgios admitted on Friday 
he could not sleep after hearing 
the news that he is a Wim-
bledon finalist. Rafael Nadal, 
Kyrgios’ semi-final opponent, 
stunned the Championships on 
Thursday withdrawing from the 
match due to his abdominal 
injury.  
The Spaniard’s decision comes 
as a huge blow to the tourna-
ment, robbing it of one of the 
most highly-anticipated matches 
of the year.  
Instead controversial Australian 
Kyrgios, the world number 40, 

was handed a walkover and will 
take on Novak Djokovic on Sun-
day for the Wimbledon title.  
“I found out last night at din-
ner,” said Kyrgios.  
“Honestly my first feeling was 
a bit of disappointment. My en-
ergy was so focused on playing 
him and tactically how I’m going 
to go out there and play, the 
emotions of walking out there, 
all that type of stuff. 
“It wouldn’t have been easy for 
him to do that. I’m sure at the 
end of the day everyone did 
want to see us go to war out 

there. I hope he just gets better.
“I had a shocking sleep last 
night. I probably got an hour’s 
sleep just with everything, like 
the excitement. 
“I had so much anxiety, I was 
already feeling so nervous, and 
I don’t feel nervous usually. 
“I was just restless, so many 
thoughts in my head about a 
Wimbledon final. That’s all I was 
thinking about, imagining myself 
winning, imagining myself los-
ing, everything.  
“I feel like I’m just a reckless 
ball of energy right now. I just 

want to go out on the practice 
court now and hit some tennis 
balls. I want it to come already. 
Yeah, I want the final to come 
already. I know that I have to 
kind of just calm down. There’s 
still a day until that moment. 
Hopefully tonight I’ll get a better 
rest, a chamomile tea and a 
better rest.”  
A place in the final had looked 
a million miles away for Kyrgios 
when he was struggling to beat 
British wild card Paul Jubb in 
five sets in the first round.  
(PA Media/DPA)Nick Kyrgios.

Jabeur vs Rybakina: 
First-time Grand Slam 
finalists set for battle

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

HISTORY will be made at 
Wimbledon on Saturday 
with Ons Jabeur and Elena 
Rybakina both attempting 
to win their maiden Grand 
Slam title in the women’s 
singles final.

The duo had never made 
it beyond the quarter-finals 
of a major before this sum-
mer but they have had 
SW19 spectators on their 
feet applauding their con-
trasting styles.

Third seed Jabeur will 
be the favourite given her 
standing as the world num-
ber two and success on Cen-
tre Court would represent 
the Tunisian fulfilling her 
destiny.

She would become the 
first woman from an Arab 
country and the continent 
of Africa to win a Grand 
Slam singles title.

“I did a lot of times 
imagine myself giving the 
good speech, holding the 
trophy, seeing the trophy, I 
did it all,” Jabeur revealed 
after Thursday’s win over 
good friend Tatjana Maria 
in the semi-finals.

“Now I need really to 
hold the trophy, that’s the 
only thing left for me, but I 
believe in that. I know that I 
can do it.” 

The goal of winning 
Wimbledon only really 
started for Jabeur in 2021 
when she enjoyed an im-
pressive run to the last eight, 
beating Venus Williams, 
Garbine Muguruza and Iga 
Swiatek along the way.

And the 27-year-old has 
carried on where she left off 
with her full repertoire of 
shots displayed during the 
past two weeks.

Jabeur added: “The 
dream kind of started last 
year when I enjoyed playing 
here, enjoyed the crowd. I 
didn’t play so many Wimble-
dons before. Usually it was 
the first and second round.

“It’s tricky to play on 
grass. I knew I was playing 
good on grass because of my 
game and everything. But 
last year, Melanie reminded 
me, my mental coach, I told 
her I’m coming back next 
year for the title, when I lost 
in the quarter-finals.

“I just love everything 
around here, the atmos-
phere and everything.

It was my main goal 
from the beginning of the 

season, and even from last 
year. I just love it here.” 

Rybakina is also at-
tempting to make history 
by becoming the first player 
representing Kazakhstan 
to win a major, but her ap-
pearance in the final is not 
without controversy.

The 23-year-old was 
born and raised in Russia 
and played under the flag of 
her birth country until 2018 
when the lure of greater 
funding from Kazakhstan 
saw her switch internation-
al allegiance.

In a year where Rus-
sians and Belarusians are 
banned from Wimbledon 
due to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, there is now a dis-
tinct possibility of Moscow-
born Rybakina being pre-

sented with the trophy on 
Saturday by the Duchess of 
Cambridge.

On the prospect of 
meeting Kate, Rybakina 
said: “For sure it’s an hon-
our and I’m going to be very 
excited for this moment 
no matter if I win or lose. I 
think it’s just something to 
remember and it’s going to 
be amazing.” 

Rybakina had flown 
under the radar this sum-
mer but it was after success 
over Ajla Tomljanovic in the 
quarter-finals that her Rus-
sian background came un-
der scrutiny.

The 17th seed did call 
for the war in Ukraine to 
“stop as soon as possible”, 
but questions about her al-
leged continued residence 
in Moscow, following an 
excellent last-four win over 
Simona Halep, were an-
swered coyly.

She responded: “I think 
I’m based on tour because 
I’m traveling every week.” 

Rybakina is known for 
showing a lack of emotion 
on court, but her run to 
the Wimbledon final has 
brought a smile to her face.

“I mean, I’m smiling 
(now),” she laughed during 
Thursday’s press conference.

“I really don’t know how 
I’m going to react (if I win) 
because I believe in myself. 
We worked a lot with my 
team to get through.

“I didn’t expect that I’m 
going to be here in the sec-
ond week, especially in the 
final, but I believe that I 
have a game to go far in the 
Grand Slams and of course, 
I believed that maybe one 
day I can win it.”

Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina.Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur.

TENNIS fans at Wimbledon say they are “devastated” for Rafael 
Nadal after he was forced to pull out of the Grand Slam tournament 
due to an abdominal injury. The 22-time Grand Slam champion bat-
tled through the issue to beat Taylor Fritz in five sets on Wednesday 
to progress into the semi-finals at SW19, but scans a day later 
revealed the severity of the injury.  
Nadal was set to play Nick Kyrgios in Friday’s semi-final, but his 
Australian opponent will now receive a walkover into a maiden 
major final. He announced in a press conference on Thursday 
evening that he would be withdrawing, ending his bid for winning 
all four Grand Slams in a year. His would-be opponent Kyrgios paid 
tribute to Nadal on Instagram. He wrote: “different players, different 
personalities. @rafaelnadal I hope your recovery goes well and we 
all hope to see you healthy soon ?????? till next time....” (DPA)

Fans ‘devastated’ as Nadal withdraws



Verstappen wins Austria sprint 
qualifying amid Mercedes agony

DPA
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA) 

RED Bull’s Max Verstappen 
will start Saturday’s sprint race 
at the Austrian Formula One 
Grand Prix from first place on 
the grid after edging out his 
two Ferrari rivals by less than 
one-tenth in qualifying.

Championship leader 
Verstappen clocked 1 min-
ute 4.984 seconds around the 
4.218-kilometres Red Bull 
Ring on Friday amid a sea of 
orange from the many fans 
from his native Netherlands.

He was a mere .029 of a 
second clear of Charles Leclerc 
and just .082 ahead of Carlos 
Sainz who won last Sunday in 
Britain.

The sprint race over 24 
laps sees points awarded for 
the top eight finishers and its 
result determines the grid for 
Sunday’s grand prix.

Verstappen won the first 
sprint in Italy, with a third 
such race scheduled for later 
in the season in Brazil.

Title holder Verstappen 
leads the championship 34 
points from team-mate Sergio 
Perez, who was fourth on the 
day, and 43 from Leclerc.

“I am quite happy with pole 
but also tomorrow and Sunday 
you can get the points,” Ver-
stappen said.

“I think we have a great 
car. Normal qualifying is not 
our strongest point so I just 
hope to have a clean turn one, 
a good getaway. From there 
anything can happen but I am 
confident in the car we have.” 
Leclerc said: “I think all three 
were very, very close. In the 
last lap, I struggled a little bit 
bringing the tyres back after 
such a long time in the pits.

“Max was just a little bit 
quicker but hopefully we’ll have 
an exciting race tomorrow.” 

Mercedes met disaster 
when first Lewis Hamilton in 
turn 7 and then George Rus-
sell in turn 10 lost control and 
crashed into the barriers - with 
Q3 action red flagged on both 
occasions.

Russell will from fifth 
on Saturday and seven-time 

world champion Hamilton 
from 10th. 

Hamilton was taken to the 
medical centre for a check-up 
but returned swiftly to the pits, 
seemingly without any injuries.

China’s Zhou Guanyu was 
18th in his Alfa Romeo five 
days after his severe crash 
in Silverstone where his car 
flipped over after being hit ear-
ly on and went over a barrier.

ICC
GALLE

CENTURIES from Marnus 
Labuschagne and Steve Smith 
put Australia in a strong posi-
tion on the opening day of the 
second Test in Galle against 
Sri Lanka on Friday.

The hosts got off to a 
good start with Kasun Raji-
tha providing them with an 
early breakthrough when he 
knocked off David Warner’s 
off stump in the fifth over of 
the day. Pairing with Ramesh 
Mendis and debutant Prabath 
Jayasuriya, Rajitha kept the 
Australians in check with his 
probing line and length.

Mendis dismissed Usman 
Khawaja in the 22nd over just 
when the second-wicket part-
nership had started to grow. 
At 70/2, the match seemed 
evenly balanced.

With no demons in the 
pitch, it was only a matter of 
time before the Australia bat-
ters took back control of the 
game. Leading the way was 
Marnus Labuschagne, who did 
not take long after the lunch 
break to bring up a wonder-
ful fifty. He accelerated upon 
reaching the milestone, racing 
towards triple figures.

The second session was 
completely dominated by 
the visitors and Steve Smith 
proved to be the perfect part-
ner for Labuschagne’s an-
tics. The latter brought up his 
fourth Test ton, his first out-
side of Australia with a gentle 
single to mid-wicket. 

Niroshan Dickwella, who 
had missed a stumping chance 
to dismiss Labuschagne for 
28 earlier in the day, made 
amends when he whipped off 
the bails of the advancing bat-
ter to give Prabath Jayasuriya 
his maiden Test wicket.

Labuschagne departed for 

104 (156) with Australia going 
to tea at 204/3.

Labuschagne’s wicket did 
little to dampen Steve Smith’s 
spirits as the veteran batter 
dropped in anchor. Little trou-
bled the experienced batter as 
he kept Australia in control. 

Two brief partnerships 
with Travis Head and Cam-
eron Green followed but with 
Smith in the picture, Sri Lanka 
could not wrest back control of 
the game.

The Australia batter’s pa-
tience was rewarded when he 

brought up his 28th Test hun-
dred with a crunching cover 
drive in the final hour of the day. 
It was a long wait for the tal-
ented player, who last reached 
triple figures in January 2021.

Despite wickets falling at 
the other end, Smith and Alex 
Carey batted with great pa-
tience to ensure more wickets 
don’t fall and took Australia to 
stumps at 298/5. The visitors 
will be looking at the 400-run 
mark in the first innings, a to-
tal that would take some effort 
to take down by Sri Lanka.

Labuschagne, Smith tons 
put Australia on top

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

ENGLAND’S Georgia Hall 
will partner Tiger Woods, 
Rory McIlroy and Lee Trevino 
in the R&A’s Celebration of 
Champions ahead of the 150th 
Open at St Andrews.

Defending champion Col-
lin Morikawa will hit the first 
shot in the four-hole challenge 
played over the first, second, 
17th and 18th on the Old Course 
on Monday, with his team made 
up of AIG Women’s Open cham-
pion Anna Nordqvist, women’s 
amateur winner Jess Baker and 
Japan’s Keita Nakajima.

Hall, Woods, McIlroy and 
Trevino will tee off last at 
5.05pm and 2018 Women’s 
Open winner Hall said: “It 
is an absolute thrill to play 
alongside Tiger, Rory and Lee.

“I think it’s fantastic that 
The R&A has invited champi-
ons from all levels of the sport 
and I’m sure that Jess and Keita 
will be massively excited by the 

prospect of teeing it up with Col-
lin and Anna at St Andrews.” 

Woods, who played with 
McIlroy at Ballybunion on 
Thursday, added: “This is go-
ing to be a special week of golf, 
and having many of the sport’s 
great champions and future 
stars play in this event is a 
great way to mark this historic 

championship.
“St Andrews has such a 

unique atmosphere and I’m 
looking forward to playing in 
front of the fans again and on 
a course that holds fantastic 
memories for me.” 

Woods won two of his 
three Open titles at St An-
drews in 2000 and 2005.

Hall with Woods, McIlroy and 
Trevino to mark 150th Open

Spain battle back from early  
deficit to beat Finland in opener

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SPAIN overcame the shock of 
conceding in the first minute to 
open their Euro 2022 campaign 
with a convincing 4-1 win over 
Finland in Milton Keynes.

The much-fancied Span-
iards were stunned when Linda 
Sallstrom struck with just 50 
seconds on the clock in the 
Group B opener on Friday.

It felt like another hefty blow 
coming after loss of star player 
Alexia Putellas through injury 
earlier this week.

Yet they soon hit back 
through captain Irene Paredes 
and Aitana Bonmati levelled 
before half-time. Lucia Gar-
cia made victory safe after the 
break and Mariona Caldentey 
added gloss with an injury-
time penalty.

The game got off to a re-
markable start as an early Spain 
attack broke down on halfway 
and Anna Westerlund swept the 
ball forward.

Sallstrom was quick to latch 
onto it and raced into the area 
before firing home a low shot 
that went in off the far post.

The damage caused by that 
swift attack down the right was 
something Finland tried to re-
peat but Sallstrom fluffed a shot 

the next time they tried it and 
Adelina Engman later dragged a 
shot across goal.

Spain soon recovered their 
composure and began to dictate 
the pace of the game.

Caldentey and Esther Gon-
zalez both shot at Tinja-Riikka 
Korpela from distance as they 
began to get a grip and Patri 
Guijarro had a header ruled out 
after the ball went out of play in 
the build-up.

The equalizer came after 26 

minutes as Paredes got forward 
to meet a Caldentey corner and 
power a header past Korpela.

Bonmati then put Spain 
ahead four minutes before the 
break with a well-flighted head-
er from a Mapi Leon cross.

Spain started the second 
half brightly and went close 
when Manchester United’s Ona 
Batlle jinked her way into the 
area and forced a good save 
from Korpela.

The keeper then did even 

better to keep out a firm header 
from substitute Laia Aleixandri. 
Spain’s dominance continued as 
Gonzalez glanced a header wide.

The result was put beyond 
doubt 15 minutes from time as 
Garcia nodded home from a 
Leon free-kick.

The scoring was wrapped 
up in injury time as Calden-
tey calmly tucked home from 
the spot after a tired challenge  
on Marta Cardona by Elli  
Pikkujamsa.

QSL CLUBS CONTINUE INTENSE PREPARATIONS AT OVERSEAS CAMPS

Al Arabi beat Atletico San Jorge 4-0 in a friendly in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain (left) while Umm Salal (right) beat Darica club in another friendly 3-2 at their training base in Izmir, Turkey. Qatar Stars League clubs are training intensely at conditioning 
camps overseas ahead of the new 2022-23 season which begins August 1. (TNN)

Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne (L) and Steve Smith run between the 
wickets during the first day of second cricket Test against Sri Lanka at 
the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Friday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen waves after the qualifying session at the Red Bull Ring race 
track in Spielberg, Austria, on Friday, ahead of the Formula One Austrian Grand Prix. (AFP)

WINNER OF 150TH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP  
TO RECEIVE RECORD PRIZE OF $2.5M

The winner of the 150th Open Championship next week will re-
ceive a record first prize of $2.5 million, tournament organisers 
announced on Friday. The total prize fund at St Andrews has also 
increased by 22 per cent to $14 million.
In an apparent reference to the vast sums of money on offer in 
the Saudi-backed LIV Golf series and increases in prize funds 
at the other majors, R&A chief executive Martin Slumbers said: 
“There have been significant changes in prize money over the 
last year. We have therefore increased the prize fund by 22 per 
cent which means that the prize money has increased by more 
than 60 per cent since 2016.
“We have made this substantial investment while balancing our 
wider commitments to developing golf at all levels around the 
world and to continuing to elevate the AIG Women’s Open.”

UEFA WOMEN’S EURO 2022 

Spain’s players celebrate on the pitch after the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Group B match against Finland 
at Stadium MK in Milton Keynes, London, on Friday. Spain won the game 4-1. (AFP)

Australia (1st innings)
U. Khawaja b R. Mendis  37
D. Warner b Rajitha  5
M. Labuschagne st Dickwella  
b Jayasuriya  104
S. Smith not out  109
T. Head b Jayasuriya  12
C. Green lbw b Jayasuriya  4
A. Carey not out  16
Extras: (b1, lb6, nb3, w1)  11
Total: (For 5 wkts, 90 overs)  298
Yet to bat: M. Starc, P. Cummins, N. 
Lyon, M. Swepson

Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Warner), 
2-70 (Khawaja), 3-204 (Marnus 
Labuschagne), 4-238 (Head), 5-252 
(Green).
Bowling: Rajitha 19-4-56-1 (w1, 
nb3), R. Mendis 28-1-100-1, 
Theekshana 15-2-45-0, Jayasuriya 
28-2-90-3.
Sri Lanka: P. Nissanka, D. Karunaratne, 
K. Mendis, A. Mathews, D. Chandimal, 
K. Mendis, N. Dickwella, R. Mendis, M. 
Theekshana, P. Jayasuriya, K. Rajitha
Toss: Australia.

Scoreboard
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WALKING FOOTBALL FAREWELL FOR GUINEA’S AMBASSADOR

President of the Walking Football Federation for Asia, Africa and Qatar Farhan Al Sheikh Al Sayed hosted a Farewell Walking Football event in honour of the outgoing Guinea’s Ambassador HE Lansine Ani Toure at Al Jazeera Academy recently. Cuban 
Ambassador HE Oscar Leon Gonzalez, Tanzanian Ambassador HE Mahadhi Juma Maalim, Kyrgyzstan Ambassador HE Chygyz Eshimbekov, Burundi Ambassador HE Isidore Ntirampeba, Gambian Ambassador HE Foday Malang, Moldovan Ambassador 
HE Victor Tvircun, Senegal Ambassador HE Dr Mohames Habibou Diallo and Sri Lankan Ambassador HE Mohamed Mafaz Mohideen took part in the event. (TNN)

A variety of global
movies hit Qatar
cinemas this week

QNA
DOHA

QATAR cinemas are showing a 
variety of international movies 
this week, in conjunction with 
their screening in various the-
atres around the world, rang-
ing from action and suspense, 
as well as adventure films, car-
toons for children, family and 
comedy.

The film ‘Hot Seat’ is a 
story of a former computer 
hacker who is forced to break 
into a very important bank 
facility, while another man 
seeks to infiltrate the building 
and save the young boy from 
a critical situation. The film 
is directed by James Cullen 
Bressack, starring Mel Gib-
son, Shannen Doherty and 
Michael Welch.

Cinemas this week will 
witness the screening of the 
adventure and animated 
movie for children and fam-

ily called ‘Around the World 
in 80 Days’. Its events revolve 
around the story of a monkey 
fond of reading and books who 
sets off on a wild adventure, 
where he seeks to travel the 
world within 80 days after ac-
cepting a challenge by a greedy 
frog, starring Damien Frette, 
Julien Crampon and Kaycie 
Chase, and directed by Samuel 
Tourneux.

The Arabic film ‘Bhebak’ 
revolves around a self-made 
middle-class young man who 
goes through a life full of co-
medic situations and para-
doxes, where he finds himself 
between two girls, the first 
whom he intended to marry, 
and the second his old fi-
ance who appeared in his 
life again, and he is confused 
about who he should choose. 
The film is directed by Tamer 
Hosny, starring Hana El Za-
hid, Hamdy El Merghany and 
Huda El Mufti.

‘Summer in Qatar’ features enticing 
indoor entertainment & promotions

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism (QT), in collab-
oration with Qatar Airways and 
Ooredoo, has launched its ‘Sum-
mer in Qatar’ campaign with ex-
citing indoor entertainment and 
diverse experience offerings to 
last all summer. Family-friendly 
shows are set to take place at the 
Lusail Multi-purpose Hall start-
ing July 14 and feature back-to-
back live performances of three 
well-loved stories. 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
ENTERTAINMENT

Taking place over three days 
(July 14-16), the ‘Alice in Won-
derland – Cirque Show’ com-
bines musical theatre with mod-
ern ballet, circus and acrobatic 
performances, immersing the 
audience in the incredible adven-
tures of Alice. Multiple shows at 
varied timings will be offered. 

On Thursday, July 14 there 
will be one show at 17:00. On 
Friday, July 15 there will be two 
shows at 15:00 and 19:00 and on 
Saturday, July 16 also, there will 
be two shows at 13:00 and 17:00.

To follow is the award-
winning show, ‘Aladdin and the 
Magic Lamp – Cirque Show’ 
(July 21-23), that will captivate 
the whole family. There will be 
one show on Thursday, July 21 at 
17:00, two shows on Friday, July 
22 at 15:00 and 19:00. There will 
be two shows on Saturday, July 
23 also at 13:00 and 17:00.

Also taking place at the Lu-
sail Multi-purpose Hall will be 
‘The Smurfs – Live on Stage’ 
(July 28-30), which will see 
eight favourite Smurf characters 

come to life in a tale of magical 
adventure. The show timing on 
Thursday, July 28 will be at at 
17:00. There will be two shows 
on Friday, July 29 at 15:00 and 
19:00 and on Saturday, July 30 
also, there will be two shows at 
13:00 and 17:00

Tickets for all shows start at 
QAR 145 and can be purchased 
at Tixbox.com, Virgin Megas-
tore and Q-Tickets.com.

EXPERIENCE PACKAGES 
AND STAYCATIONS

For those extending their 
summer stays in Qatar, there 
will be plenty to do with the 
myriad of promo tours and day-
trips that have been launched 
on the VisitQatar website. Those 
who love the water can go scuba 
diving, stand-up paddle board-
ing, kayaking in the lush man-
groves or even fishing, with an 

easy ability to view the avail-
ability of activities on a calendar 
and find out everything that is 
included in the excursion. The 
website features many more ex-
periences to cater to a range of 
interests, from nature retreats to 
retail escapes and private dinner 
experiences.

VisitQatar also highlights 
this season’s promotional pack-
ages by hotels, where residents 
can explore attractive offerings, 
coupling stays with dining, spa 
and other options. All seasonal 
offerings can be found on the 
following link: https://www.
visitqatar.qa/intl-en/plan-your-
trip/travel-deals-offers.

Visitors wishing to find out 
more about the events running 
in Qatar throughout July can 
visit Qatarcalendar.com or fol-
low @qatarcalendar on Face-
book and Instagram.

DFC marks Eid Al-Adha with captivating shows, exclusive offers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Festival City (DFC), 
‘Qatar’s one and only choice 
for shopping, dining and enter-
tainment’ is celebrating Eid Al 
Adha with its visitors through 
a broad range of festive shows 
and family activities. 

DFC visitors are promised 
a warm festive experience 
amid seasonal decorations 
and animated celebrations for 
the whole family. In addition, 
guests will have the chance to 
avail a vast array of amazing 
Eid collections and promo-
tions curated by DFC’s shop-
ping and dining outlets exclu-
sively for the occasion.  

Shoppers are invited to en-
joy exclusive offers across the 
Eid and Summer season from 
ACE Hardware Claire’s, Ameri-
can Eagle Outfitters, Hugo, 
Maghrabi Optical and the re-
cently opened Fifty One East 
Watches & Jewellery is offering 
new prices on selected items.

Commenting on the Eid 
festivities, Robert Hall, DFC’s 
general manager, said: “We 

invite everyone to join us here 
at Doha Festival City in cel-
ebrating this joyous occasion 
together. Working closely with 
our retailers and dining out-
lets, we await you with amaz-
ing Eid-inspired collections 
and promotions from the 
mall’s broad array of leading 
brands across fashion, acces-
sories and homeware, as well 
as a rich variety of dining op-
tions to enjoy with friends and 
family during Eid.”

“In addition to our popu-
lar ongoing Summer Festival 
programme, we are delighted 
to offer additional attractions 
and activities to make Eid Al 
Adha at Doha Festival City an 
engaging memorable occasion 
for all its visitors!,” Robert 
concluded.

The mall will be hosting 
special Eid shows for children 
and adults including a parade 
of stilt walkers and outstanding 
shows delivered during the on-
going DFC’s Summer Festival 
celebrations. The attractions in-
clude shows by football freesty-
ler, boogie storm and a bubble 
show at the stage in the mall’s 

Centre Court on the ground 
floor at three different show 
times: 4pm, 6pm, and 8pm. 
The Centre Court is also hosting 
interactive activities and games 
for all – especially football fans 

– such as seated football, a foot-
ball header challenge, foosball, 
a giant connect 4, a 360° photo 
booth and VR games.

The Kids Festival, chil-
dren’s entertainment corner 

at the Entertainment Node, 
will continue to offer arts and 
crafts activities, face painting, 
balloon twisting and special 
kids’ shows every weekend. 
Children will also have the 

chance to meet and greet their 
favourite cartoon characters. 
The special Eid activations in-
clude henna painting, balloon 
twisting and more surprises.

Families can also enjoy 

the entertainment options at 
DFC’s Entertainment Zone, 
the largest dedicated enter-
tainment space in Qatar, con-
taining three one-of-a-kind 
theme parks, including Angry 
Birds World, Virtuocity and 
Snow Dunes, all managed by 
Leisure, a 100 percent Qatari 
owned operator. The mall also 
provides the country’s luxury 
world-class cinema entertain-
ment VOX 4D cinema complex 
boosting 18 digital screens.

In line with the preventa-
tive measures set out by the 
State of Qatar to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), and to ensure a 
safe shopping environment for 
all, Doha Festival City commits 
itself to continuous necessary 
health and safety measures 
throughout the mall. This in-
cludes a thorough mall disin-
fection treatment on a weekly 
basis, robust cleaning, and 
sanitization operations during 
mall trading hours, 127 hand 
sanitizing stations installed in 
the areas that have commonly 
touched surfaces. 

For more information on 
the mall’s operating hours, 
call on 4035 4444 or check 
https://www.dohafestivalcity.
com/home/

Eid celebrations build on the ongoing Summer 
Festival’s international shows and activities


