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BELGIAN national football 
team coach Roberto Martinez 
says that the magic of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 can be 
felt the moment one arrives in 
Qatar and that the host coun-
try is sparing no effort prepara-
tion for the mega global event.

During the recent FIFA 
Workshop for World Cup 
teams, hosted by Doha, the 
Spanish coach said, “Every 
time we visit Qatar, we feel the 
passion the people here have 
for the World Cup. I have been 
to Doha a few times in the last 
three years and the details are 
a clear indication about the 
progress that is being made in 
all aspects, especially the in-
frastructure and stadiums.”

Martinez, who led Bel-
gium to third place in the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, indicat-
ed that there was a great work 
behind all the preparations 
and only the final touches re-

mained. “Out third place finish 
was in the previous version, 
and there is nothing wrong 
with comparisons, because in 
the end it is very healthy,” he 
quipped.

About the extent of the 
Belgium team knowing their 
opponent Croatia in Group F, 
Martinez said, “It seems theo-
retical, but this does not mean 
that the Moroccan and Cana-
dian teams are unknown to 
us. African football is develop-
ing based on great talents and 
there are five African players 
who have become an impor-
tant part of the national team. 
Belgium, as for Canada, is the 
best team in the CONCACAF 
qualifiers and beat the USA 
and Mexico in the qualifiers, so 
our task will not be easy at all.”

He added: “In the World 
Cup, teams of different levels 
and different football cultures 
are facing each other. We must 
be ready and bear in mind that 
we will play the three matches 
in the groups without thinking 
about the next stage or burn-
ing those stages.

“We have a very distin-
guished group of players who 
have achieved remarkable re-
sults in recent years, which led 
us to the top of the FIFA rank-
ings but this does not mean 
that reaching the advanced 
stages in the World Cup is 
guaranteed, but rather de-
pends on the and competition 
and our performance.”

Southgate applauds  
enthusiasm of the  

host nation
ENGLAND manager Gareth 
Southgate highlighted the pas-
sion Qataris towards ensuring 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 is superbly organized.

Southgate said: “The or-
ganization of the World Cup is 
going well, and I realize the en-
thusiasm of everyone here for 
the success of the event, and 
we hope to be a part of this. It 
seems an ideal opportunity to 
learn about all things related 
to our camp here, we will visit 
some stadiums and training 
grounds. For me it is a few in-
teresting days, especially since 
we got to know some updates 
regarding refereeing as well.”

The England coach ex-
pressed his constant aspira-
tion to build a strong team for 

the World Cup. “We have gone 
through many challenges es-
pecially given the long season 
and the last European Nations 
finals. We have been tested 
and it will be good for us to 
play against Germany and 
Italy before coming to Doha to 
compete in the World Cup.”

England are in Group B, 
along with Wales, the United 
States and Iran, and Southgate 
said, “Everyone says that it is 
a favourable group for us, but 
if we look at the classification, 
it may be among the most dif-
ficult groups.”

Wales manager says playing 
in November and December 
will be very good
WALES’ coach Robert Page, 
who has led his country to 

World Cup 2022 berth after 
an absence of 64 years, was 
delighted to to be in Doha.

“Qatar is fully prepared, 
the trip here was very useful. 
We got to know some facilities 
and we will get to know other 
facilities, especially stadiums 
and training grounds. I think 
everything is well prepared, I 
can I can feel this from the res-
idence I’m in which is unique,” 
said the 47-year-old.

He added, “We are excited 
to be involved in the World 
Cup after the first time in 
1958, it is great to be part of 
this group with great players 
like Gareth Bale, who is one of 
those who missed in his career 
playing in a World Cup.”

Page stressed that playing 
the World Cup in November 

and December will be very 
good. “The players will be bet-
ter physically and mentally 
prepared, and they will not 
come to the tournament after 
a rest period, and therefore 
will not need additional train-
ing sessions. Another advan-
tage is that the teams don’t 
have to travel because the dis-
tances between the stadiums 
is less. It was exhausting in 
the last European Nations Cup 
where we traveled from Baku 
to Rome and then to Holland, 
and the players were affected 
by this,” he explained.

“My message to the fans 
is to come here to enjoy the 
World Cup, but the culture of 
Qatar, the country organizing 
the tournament, must be re-
spected,” he said.

We feel magic of the World Cup each time 
we visit Qatar: Belgium coach Martinez

Southgate 
applauds Qatar’s 

enthusiasm; 
Wales coach 
excited with 

timing of  
World Cup 2022
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RAFAEL Nadal’s hopes of 
landing a first calendar slam 
remain alive after he dug deep 
to edge Taylor Fritz in a fifth-
set tie-break and reach the 
semi-finals of Wimbledon.

Competing at this stage of 
a grand slam for a 47th time 
– compared to a first time for 
Fritz – Nadal battled through 
the pain barrier to win 3-6, 
7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4) on 
Centre Court.

Nadal, who was regularly 
checked over by his physio, 
will now face Nick Kyrgios as 
he looks to add to the Austral-
ian Open and French Open 
crowns already won this year.

Fritz had not dropped a 
single set en route to the final 
eight, but facing Nadal initially 
appeared a challenge too far 
when the Spaniard broke his 
serve in the opening game.

However, the number 11 
seed responded brilliantly by 
whittling off five games in a 
row - breaking Nadal twice - to 
take the first set and lay down 
a real marker.

He could not carry that mo-
mentum into the second set, 
with Nadal racing into a 3-0 
lead, but the 22-time grand slam 
winner was struggling with an 
abdominal injury at that point.

With mistakes again creep-
ing into his game, Nadal called 
for a medical time-out when 
pegged back to 4-3, though he 
was able to successfully serve 
out the set to level up.

Fritz, who ended Nadal’s 

20-0 match streak in their 
most recent meeting in the 
Indian Wells final earlier this 
year, took a relatively one-sid-
ed third set to regain the lead.

Both players struggled to 
hold in a tense fourth set, which 
was tied at 5-5 with the serve in 
Fritz’s favour, only for Nadal 
to show incredible resolve to 
break and force a decider.

The final set went the way 
of the serve until a mammoth 
seventh game when, at the 
fourth time of asking, Nadal 
took his big opportunity, yet 
the fearless Fritz hit back in 
the next game as the match 
went the distance.

But it was Nadal who held 
his nerve in the tie-break, with 
a stunning cross-court fore-
hand seeing him break Fritz’s 
serve for the first of five points 
in a row to get over the line in 
a match spanning four hours 
and 20 minutes.

Nadal overcomes injury,  
Fritz in five sets to keep  

calendar slam dream alive
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(From Left) Belgium coach Roberto Martinez, England manager Gareth Southgate, and Wales’ coach Robert Page speak to the media following the recent FIFA Workshop for World Cup 2022 teams held in Doha.

Spainiard Rafael Nadal celebrates defeating Taylor Fritz of the US in 
the men’s singles quarter-final on the tenth day of the 2022 Wim-
bledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, 
London, on Wednesday. Nadal won 3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4). (AFP) 

Halep extends Wimbledon 
streak to reach semis again

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SIMONA Halep extended her 
winning streak at Wimble-
don to 12 matches by beating 
Amanda Anisimova in straight 
sets to reach the semi-finals 
at the All England Club for a 
third time.

The former world number 
one triumphed in SW19 three 
years ago but has endured a 
rocky road since and failed to 
defend her title in 2021 due to 
a calf injury.

Form and fitness have 
been hard to come by for the 
Romanian, who suffered a 
panic attack at the French 
Open in May to highlight her 
ongoing struggles.

Grass has always been 
good to Halep though, and the 
confidence appears to be flow-
ing once again following a 6-2, 
6-4 win over a player 10 years 
her junior.

An early double-fault 
by the two-time grand slam 
champion was quickly put to 
bed when she broke Anisi-
mova in the third game of the 
match.

World number 25 Anisi-
mova had downed Coco Gauff 
on her way to the last eight but 
struggled to handle the hitting 
of her more experienced op-
ponent.

Halep was lasting the dis-
tance in the longer rallies and 
claimed the opening set in half 
an hour.

A first ace of the match for 
Halep was followed by another 
early break, with two back-
hand winners rushing into the 
net giving the 16th seed the 
upper-hand at the start of the 
second.

More unforced errors by 
Anisimova saw Halep move 
one game away from a third 
semi-final appearance at the 

All England Club but the 
American was suddenly revi-
talised by the backing of the 
Centre Court crowd.

A super forehand winner 
helped the 20-year-old to a 
key hold and when she broke 
Halep for the first time, the 
last-four tie threatened to ex-
tend into a second hour.

While Anisimova would 
hold once more, Halep showed 
her composure to rattle off five 
points in a row at 0-40 down 
before she claimed victory 
with her first match point.

“Definitely, I play the best 
tennis, I struggle a lot last year 
and now I try to build my con-
fidence back,” the world num-
ber 18 said on-court.

“I am very emotional right 
now because it means a lot to 
be back in (the) semis.

“I played a tough op-
ponent today and she can 
crash the ball. I didn’t know 
what to do but I believed in 
myself and said I had to stay  
strong in my legs. They 
helped me today and I be-
lieved I could win.”

Former England football star David Beckham and his mother Sandra 
Georgina West react from the Royal Box on Center Court during the 
women’s singles quarter-final tennis between Simona Halep and 
Amanda Anisimova on on Wednesday. (AFP)

Romania’s Simona  
Halep celebrates  
winning a point against 
American Amanda 
Anisimova during 
their women’s singles 
quarter-final match 
on the tenth day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club 
in Wimbledon, London, 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Rafael Nadal’s victory was 
just his second ever in a 
fifth-set tie-break at a 

Grand Slam, having previ-
ously prevailed against 
Dominic Thiem in the 

quarter-finals of the US 
Open in 2018. 

The Spaniard, who remains 
on course to meet Novak 
Djokovic in Sunday’s final, 
now has 19 straight Grand 
Slam wins in 2022 – three 
short of his own record of 
21, which he set in 2010.



PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

NICK Kyrgios claimed his 
more “mature” outlook has 
carried him to the semi-finals 
at Wimbledon.

The controversial Austral-
ian has had various run-ins 
with umpires, line judges, op-
ponents, the media and even 
the crowd during his roller-
coaster run this fortnight.

But it was certainly a sea-
soned performance from Kyr-
gios as he efficiently beat Cris-
tian Garin of Chile 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (5) on Court One to set up 
a last-four showdown with Ra-
fael Nadal.

The last time Kyrgios faced 
the Spaniard here in 2019 he 
spent the evening before the 
match in a local pub.

But he said: “I just feel like 
I’m more mature. I think ear-
lier in my career if I made a 
third, fourth round or quarter-
finals, I’d be on my phone a lot.

“I’d be engaging online 
a lot, I’d be keen to go out to 
dinner and explore or just do 
things to kind of, not neces-
sarily soak in the achievement, 
but just not conservatively go 
back to my house at Wimble-
don with my team, put my feet 
up, get treatment and eat, get 
good rest.

“I think everyone has the 
same goal in my team. That’s 

why it’s working. I made it 
pretty known to them that I 
wanted to go pretty deep here 
and possibly even raise the 
trophy.

“I feel like it’s literally just 
been as simple as getting some 
rest.

Like, ‘Nick, stay in the 
house’. That’s not always been 
the easiest thing for me over 
my career.” 

Kyrgios, now 27, has long 

been regarded as having all of 
the talent to win major tour-
naments, but almost none 
of the application. But af-
ter cruising past Garin - and 
armed with a 2-0 winning re-
cord over title favourite Novak 
Djokovic - the self-styled bad 
boy of tennis might finally be 
about to come good.

Kyrgios has a court sum-
mons over allegations of 
common assault against his 

ex-girlfriend Chiara Passari 
hanging over him, which he 
acknowledged has made it 
“hard to focus”.

Previously he has admit-
ted to having suicidal thoughts 
and self-harming during a low 
point in his life in 2019, and 
he has made no secret of his 
disillusionment with tennis 
throughout recent years.

So it was with a wry smile 
that Kyrgios described the 

road to reaching the last four 
of a Grand Slam for the first 
time in his career as “rocky”.

After completing the vic-
tory Kyrgios sat in his chair for 
a couple of minutes soaking in 
the achievement.

“What was going through 
my mind? Just how things can 
change,” he added. “There was 
a point where I was almost 
done with the sport.

“I’m sitting there today after 

the match - to be a semi-finalist 
at Wimbledon, it’s a special ac-
complishment for anyone, but I 
think especially for me.

“If you asked anyone if I 
was able to do that in the last 
couple years, I think everyone 
would have probably said ‘no - 
he doesn’t have the mental ca-
pacity, he doesn’t have the fit-
ness capacity, he doesn’t have 
the discipline’, all that.

“I almost started doubt-

ing myself with all that traffic 
coming in and out of my mind.

“I just sat there today and 
soaked it all in. There’s just so 
many people I want to thank. 
At the same time I feel like I 
don’t want to stop here either.” 

As for facing Nadal, whom 
he beat as a teenager on Cen-
tre Court in 2014, Kyrgios in-
sisted: “That would probably 
be the most-watched match of 
all time.”

‘More mature’ Kyrgios in Wimbledon last 4 for first time

PA MEDIA/DPA 
LONDON 

RUSSIAN-BORN tennis play-
er Elena Rybakina said she 
wants the war in Ukraine to 
end “as soon as possible” af-
ter winning her quarter-final 
match at Wimbledon.

The 23-year-old, who was 
born in Moscow, switched al-
legiances to Kazakhstan in 
2018 and has therefore been 
eligible to compete at Wimble-
don despite its ban on Russian 
and Belarusian players due to 
the invasion of Ukraine.

Rybakina, who has reached 
the Wimbledon semi-finals af-
ter beating Ajla Tomljanovic 
on Court No 1 on Wednesday, 
is now two wins away from the 
Wimbledon title.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the match, the 
world number 23 was ques-
tioned about her thoughts on 
peace in Ukraine in light of her 
global platform.

The 23-year-old said: “Of 
course, I agree. I just want the 
war to end as soon as possible 
and peace yeah.” 

Rybakina was also asked 
if she was concerned when 
Russian and Belarusian play-
ers were banned, to which she 
replied: “I mean, when I heard 
this, this is not something you 
want to hear because we are 
playing sport.

“Everybody wants to com-
pete. They were not choosing 
where they (were) born.

“Of course, I feel it for them 

because everybody wants to 
compete at the biggest tourna-
ment, at Wimbledon.

“Yeah, just hope that next 
year is going to be back to nor-
mal.” Asked if she felt more 
Russian or Kazakh, she said: 
“I mean, it’s tough question.

“I was born in Russia, but 
of course I am representing 
Kazakhstan.

It’s already a long journey 
for me. I was playing Olym-
pics, Fed Cup before.

“I got so much help and 
support. I’m feeling just the 

support of the people and very 
happy to represent Kazakh-
stan because I think I’m also 
bringing some results, which 
are very good for the sport in 
Kazakhstan.

“Yeah, for me it’s tough 
question just to say exactly 
what I feel.” 

The All England Club’s 
decision in April to ban Rus-
sian and Belarusian players 
from competing at the Cham-
pionships sparked criticism in 
some quarters and eventually 
saw the ATP and WTA strip 

ranking points from the tour-
nament.

Wimbledon organisers 
have since defended the deci-
sion saying they had “no viable 
alternative.” 

The last-eight clash fea-
tured two players who had 
switched nationality with 
Tomljanovic playing under 
Australia for the last four years 
having been born in Croatia.

A lengthy third game on 
Court One saw Tomljanovic 
claim the early break and she 
remained solid on her own 

serve to move one set up.
When Rybakina double-

faulted at the beginning of the 
second set it looked like the 
occasion may get the better 
of her, but a backhand winner 
brought more belief and sud-
denly her shots started hitting 
the white chalk.

Breaks were exchanged 
between the duo but with aces 
now a regular occurrence from 
Rybakina, it felt a matter of 
time before she forced a de-
cider.

A wonderful drop shot 
clinched another break and a 
third ensured Court One were 
treated to another set.

Rybakina had the momen-
tum now and a hotstreak of 
nine games won out of a possi-
ble 10 put her within touching 
distance of the last four.

Tomljanovic was able 
to briefly prevent what now 
seemed a formality before Ry-
bakina’s 14th ace of the contest 
brought it to a finish after one 
hour and 15 minutes of action.

The 23-year-old, the first 
player representing Kazakhstan 
to make the last four at Wimble-
don, said: “It is amazing.

“I am really happy I got 
through to the semi-final. It 
was a really tough match but I 
heard all the support. I know 
there is some juniors here 
supporting me so thank you so 
much.

“Hopefully it will be the 
same (against Halep), a good 
match and I will try play my 
best.”

Russian-born Rybakina wins quarter-final, 
says she wants the war to end
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PARIS Saint-Germain goal-
keeper Alexander Letellier has 
signed a new two-year contract 
with the Ligue 1 champions.

Letellier has spent the past 
two seasons on PSG’s books, 
having emerged through the 
club’s academy, but first-team 
opportunities have been hard 
to come by.

He played third choice to 
Gianluigi Donnarumma and 
Keylor Navas last season and 
made just one appearance, 

coming as a late substitute in 
PSG’s final game of the cam-
paign.

The 31-year-old’s previ-
ous deal expired at the end 
of the 2021-22 season, but 
PSG confirmed on their of-
ficial website on Wednesday 
that fresh terms have been 
agreed.

PSG, who appointed Chris-
tophe Galtier has their new 
boss on Tuesday, also have 
Sergio Rico among their back-
up options in goal following 
his return from a loan spell 
with Mallorca.

PSG goalkeeper Letellier 
signs new two-year deal
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VINICIUS Junior says he faces 
“a long road” to compete for 
the Ballon d’Or, as he tipped 
team-mate Karim Benzema 
to be named the world’s best 
player this year.

Vinicius scored the only 
goal of the game as Real Ma-
drid beat Liverpool to win 
their 14th Champions League 
title in May, having also played 
a key role in Los Blancos’ dom-
inant La Liga triumph.

The Brazilian scored 22 
goals and recorded 16 assists 
in all competitions during the 
2021-22 season, the latter fig-
ure representing a team-high 
total and one bettered only 
by Thomas Muller (22), Ky-
lian Mbappe (21) and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold (18) among 
players in Europe’s top five 
leagues.

Brazil’s 2002 World Cup 
winner Rivaldo recently tipped 
Vinicius to challenge for the ti-
tle of the world’s best as early 
as next year, but the winger 

believes the examples set by 
fellow Madrid stars Benzema 
and Luka Modric show he has 
a long way to go.   

“It’s [the Ballon d’Or] 
something that has to come 
naturally,” Vinicius told You-
Tube channel Que Papinho.  
“Karim is 35 years old and now 
he will win it, Modric won it at 
33 [in 2018].

“I have many years to 
evolve, a very long road for 
me if God wants me to win it 
one day.”

Vinicius: Ballon d’Or must 
‘come naturally’, tips  
Benzema for 2022
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Australia’s Nick Kyrgios reacts after winning against Chile’s Cristian Garin in the men’s singles quarter-final 
of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios’ father, Matt Reid (L) fist-bumbs with his son’s partner, Costeen Hatzi (R) after Nick 
beat Chile’s Cristian Garin in the men’s singles quarter-final at Wimbledon on Wednesday. (AFP)

Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina celebrates winning against Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic in the women’s sin-
gles quarter-final on the tenth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club 
in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Laporta reiterates Barca’s De Jong stance, says Ronaldo ‘interesting’
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

BARCELONA have no inten-
tion of selling Frenkie de Jong 
to Manchester United, accord-
ing to club president Joan 
Laporta, although he admit-
ted the club’s perilous finan-
cial situation could create the 
“need” for a sale.

Meanwhile, Laporta la-
belled Cristiano Ronaldo’s ap-
parent desire to leave United 
“interesting” but would not be 
drawn on whether the Blau-
grana would target the Portu-
guese legend.

De Jong, who starred in 
Erik ten Hag’s Ajax side before 
moving to Barcelona in 2019, 
has been touted as United’s 
top transfer target since the 
Dutchman was announced as 
the club’s new boss in April.

While the midfielder ex-
pressed his desire to stay at 

Barcelona in May, the club’s 
need to reduce their wage bill 
has led to suggestions a sale 
could still be possible.

Laporta said last week he 
would do “what is in my pow-
er” to keep De Jong but ac-
knowledged the Netherlands 

international would need to 
agree to a salary adjustment to 
remain at Camp Nou.

The Blaugrana presi-
dent repeated that stance at 
Wednesday’s unveiling of new 
signing Franck Kessie, say-
ing of De Jong: “He’s a Barca 
player and if we don’t have the 
need, we won’t sell him. We 
don’t want to sell him.  

“We know he has offers, 
but right now we’re not selling 
this player.” While Ten Hag 
appears to see De Jong as the 
ideal candidate to be the ful-
crum of his new United side, 
it remains to be seen whether 
Ronaldo will remain at Old 
Trafford after widespread 
reports of his desire to leave 
for a Champions League club 
emerged last week.  

Ronaldo scored 24 goals 
in all competitions for United 
last season, but the club ended 
the season in sixth place with 

their lowest-ever Premier 
League points tally (58).

But Laporta refused to 
be drawn on whether Barce-
lona could make a remarkable 
move for the 37-year-old, who 
starred in four Champions 
League triumphs with their 
historic rivals Real Madrid.

“I had dinner on Monday 
with [Ronaldo’s agent] Jorge 
Mendes and we talked about 
the market in general,” he 
added.

“Cristiano? I’m not going 
to talk about the players who 
came out of the meeting, but 
it’s always interesting to know 
how some names are on the 
market.

“I’m not going to talk about 
players in one way or another, 
it could be misunderstood. It 
doesn’t contribute anything to 
the interests of Barca. We have 
to respect the players who have 
contracts with other teams.”

FC Barcelona’s new Ivorian midfielder Franck Kessie during his presen-
tation ceremony at the Joan Gamper training ground in Sant Joan 
Despi, near Barcelona on Wednesday. (AFP)

Karim Benzema.



Ferrari must consolidate 
on Red Bull’s home turf 

as F1 visits Austria
STATS PERFORM/DPA

AFTER recent issues with reli-
ability putting a dent in their 
championship hopes, Ferrari 
were able to marginally re-
cover at the British Grand Prix 
with Carlos Sainz’s maiden 
Formula One race win.

It was a bittersweet Sunday 
for the Scuderia at Silverstone, 
however, with tactics scupper-
ing a potential one-two finish 
with Charles Leclerc, who fell 
away to finish fourth on old-
er hard tyres following a late 
safety car.

Ferrari capitalized to some 
extent, but were not able to 
take full advantage of Max 
Verstappen’s damaged floor 
putting him out of contention 
for the race win.

Now heading into Red 
Bull’s home race at the Austri-
an Grand Prix, the champion-
ship challengers simply must 
recover more ground if they 
are to mount a real threat in 
the standings.

Reigning world cham-
pion Verstappen has won the 
last two races and claimed 
the last two pole positions at 
Spielberg, however, making a 
repeat of Sunday’s run to the 
chequered flag for Ferrari un-
likely.

Red Bull have won three 
of the past four Austrian GPs, 

with Verstappen taking all 
three for the team.

The Red Bull Ring has 
been a happy hunting ground 
for the 24-year-old, reaching 
the podium six times, with two 
fastest laps as well as his four 
wins and two pole positions, 
with all being the most out of 
any circuit in his career.

A Ferrari win would prove 
an important historical mo-
ment for the team, though, as 
well as what it means in con-
text of this season.

The Scuderia need only 23 

points to be the first team in F1 
to reach 9,000 points, while 
both they and Mercedes are 
one win away from equalling 
McLaren’s record six wins in 
Austria.

Despite a tricky start to the 
season, Sainz has slowly de-
veloped confidence in the car, 
with six podiums this season 
One more would see him sur-
pass his total over the previous 
seven seasons in F1, and could 
be the first Spaniard since Fer-
nando Alonso in 2010 to re-
cord back-to-back wins.

BEN Stokes expects Eng-
land’s fresh approach to 
batting fourth in Tests 

to strike fear in their oppo-
nents after they secured a stir-
ring victory over India with 
their highest-ever successful 
run chase.

The England skipper won 
the toss against India but 
elected to bowl first knowing 
that his team had successfully 
chased fourth-innings targets 
of 299, 296 and 277 in three 
Tests against New Zealand last 
month.

India set a target of 378 
in their rescheduled Test at 
Edgbaston which England 
cruised to for the loss of only 
three wickets as in-form duo 
Joe Root (142*) and Jonny 
Bairstow (114*) steered them 
home with an unbroken 269-
run stand.

“Look at how teams will be 
viewing us at the moment, that 
third innings now has become 
a fourth innings, because 
they have to concentrate on 
how we’re going to play, and 
they’re worried about that,” 
Stokes said. 

“So to be in that position 
as a team, being feared before 
they’ve even finished their in-
nings is an unbelievable place to 
be in.  Teams don’t know how to 

play the third innings, especially 
when they’ve got a lead.”

With a newfound confi-
dence in batting fourth Eng-
land have chased down impos-
ing targets in each of the four 
Tests they have played since 
Stokes took over the captaincy 
from Root.

Under Root’s guidance 

England had slumped to a 
streak of one win in 17 Tests 
and plummeted to the bottom 
of the ICC World Test Cham-
pionship standings.

Four consecutive victo-
ries has pushed England two 
places higher to seventh as a 
refreshed group reignites in-
terest in the team across the 

local summer.
“We are trying to rewrite 

how Test cricket is being 
played, in England especially,” 
Stokes said. 

“All the different plans that 
we put together over the last 
four or five weeks, for every dif-
ferent situation is something 
we’ll look to carry forward. 

“It’s not always about 
bowling top of off or drying up, 
it’s how are we going to take 
wickets? That’s what you need 
to do as a bowling attack, take 
10 wickets.”

England will now move to 
multiple white-ball series at 
home with three T20Is and 
three ODIs against both India 
and South Africa.

They will then look to con-
tinue their ominous white-ball 
form and perhaps fourth-in-
nings heroics in a three Tests 
against South Africa that starts 
on 17 August with a clash at 
Lord’s. 

“We know that we want to 
give new life to Test cricket, 
and the way that we go about 
it, and the support that we’ve 
received over the last five 
weeks has been incredible,” 
Stokes said. 

“It’s amazing, in such a 
short space of time, we feel 
like we are bringing a new set 
of fans to the game. 

“Inspiring the next genera-
tion is what we want to do, this 
game at the moment is bigger 
than results for us, it’s about 
people who come in to repre-
sent England in the future, guys 
who come into the dressing 
room after. We want to leave a 
mark on Test cricket.” (ICC)

We are trying to rewrite how Test 
cricket is played: Ben Stokes

DOHA

TELEVISIÓN Española 
(TVE), the leading Spanish 
public service broadcaster, has 
committed to Premier Padel 
agreeing a major deal to show-
case padel’s leading tour in 
Spain non-exclusively for the 
2022 season.

TVE will begin its Premier 
Padel coverage with July’s 
Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major taking place at the 
iconic Stade Roland-Garros. 
The tournament gets under-
way on July 11th, concluding 
on the 17th. The deal also in-
cludes rights to the inaugural 
P1 event, the Madrid Premier 
Padel P1 taking place at the 
WiZink Center from August 
1st to 6th. 

TVE will broadcast all 

‘Majors’ and ‘P1’ events from 
the 2022 Premier Padel cal-
endar, with select matches to 
be broadcast on the network’s 
linear channel Teledeporte 
and in RTVE Play, the broad-
caster’s digital platform. Cov-
erage will continue to be trans-
mitted for free on YouTube in 
Spain. 

The overall exposure and 
audiences that Premier Padel 
will achieve in Spain thanks to 
the deal with TVE will be un-
paralleled.

This news further high-
lights the growing global 
popularity of the sport since 
the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA) and 

Qatar Sports Investments 
(QSI).

May’s Italy Premier Padel 
Major had the most extensive 
reach of any event in padel’s 
history after the tournament 
was broadcast in 167 territo-
ries globally, surpassing the 

156 regions that showed the 
inaugural event, the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major 2022 in March, 
further highlighting the fact 
that Premier Padel once again 
is proving popular with the 
world’s leading media outlets.

Luigi Carraro, President of 

the International Padel Feder-
ation, said: “We are delighted 
to bring Televisión Española 

to the Premier Padel family 
for the 2022 season. TVE has 
a reach and exposure in the 
country like no other broad-
caster, which means millions 
of fans will have the opportuni-
ty to be inspired by our players 
and enjoy our tournaments, all 
starting with the Greenweez 
Paris Premier Padel Major 
from the iconic Stade Roland-
Garros from July 11th. The In-
ternational Padel Federation is 
constantly looking at ways to 
bring bigger and broader audi-
ences to padel all around the 
world with a focus on inclusiv-
ity and accessibility – and this 
deal with TVE in Spain is testa-
ment to that.”

Premier Padel will host 
at least ten (10) new tourna-
ments in 2022 – including 
four category one “Major” 

events. The first major – the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major 2022 – 
took place in Doha in March, 
with the Italy Premier Padel 
Major concluding in historic 
Foro Italico in May. 

The other category one 
tournaments are the Green-
weez Paris Premier Padel Ma-
jor at Stade Roland-Garros 
taking place from 11th July to 
17th July, and the Mexico Pre-
mier Padel Major at the Club 
Sonoma en Monterrey, Méxi-
co from 28th November to 4th 
December. 

The Madrid Premier Padel 
P1 taking place from August 
1st to 6th will be the inaugu-
ral category two tournament, 
followed very quickly by the 
Argentina Premier Padel P1 
which takes place from 8th to 
14th August.

Television Espanola to broadcast Premier Padel in Spain

Rohit joins India 
team ahead of 1st 

T20I at Southampton
ANI

SOUTHAMPTON

INDIA opener Rohit Sharma 
has joined Team India ahead 
of their first T20I game against 
England, which will take place 
in Southampton on Thursday.

The batter was seen sweat-
ing it out in nets.

The Indian skipper was sup-
posed to play the fifth and final 
rescheduled Test match here at 
the Edgbaston cricket stadium 
in Birmingham starting July 1 
but could not do so after testing 
positive for COVID-19 just days 
before the match.

Rohit Sharma, who was 
playing in India’s ongo-
ing four-day warm-up game 
against Leicestershire, had 
gone into quarantine after the 
report. The 35-year-old was 
out of isolation after having 
tested negative for COVID-19.

Rohit is all set to play the 
first T20I International in 
Southampton on July 7 but the 
likes of Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Rishabh Pant and Ravindra 
Jadeja will be available from the 
second T20I onwards.

“Recovery has been good. 
It has been eight to nine days 
since I tested positive for COV-
ID-19. Currently, I feel good. 
I started training three days 
back. I wanted to participate 
in the match since my body 
feels better, and there are no 
symptoms. I tested negative 
two to three times. I am look-
ing forward to the game,” said 
Rohit in a press conference.

On whether this series is a 
preparation for this year’s T20 
World Cup, he said, “We have 
an eye on World T20. I would 
not say that (this series) is a 
preparation. Every match for 
India is important for us. We 
want to come here and make 
sure we tick all our boxes and 
we get our job done.”

Rohit said that England 
are going to be a challenging 
side to take on, but the team 
is prepared since they played 
two T20Is in Ireland and two 
warm-up matches against 
Derbyshire and Northampton-
shire ahead of England T20I 
series after that.

On whether the loss in the 
final Test at Edgbaston has 

an effect on players here, the 
captain said, “You want that 
hunger to be there all the time. 
I certainly see that hunger in 
that group. It is disappointing 
to have not come out on the 
winning side.”

The captain said that Um-
ran Malik is still in the scheme 
of things for the team after not 
performing upto the mark in 
T20Is against Ireland.

“We are trying to give him 
an understanding of what the 
team requires from him. We 
have to see what he has to offer 
to us. He is an exciting pros-
pect, we have seen it in IPL. 
It is about giving him a role, 
whether we want him to bowl 
with a new ball or in the mid-
dle overs because when you 
play for a franchise, you have a 
different role. Guys here have 
a certain skill set, it is about 
understanding it, fitting these 
people in the side and giving 
them role clarity,” he added.

Malik, a pace sensation 
from Jammu and Kashmir, did 
not have the best start to his 
International Cricket career 
after a dream IPL 2022 season 
with Sunrisers Hyderabad, in 
which he took 22 wickets. He 
conceded 14 runs in his only 
over in the first T20I against 
Ireland, and took one wicket 
for 42 runs in four overs, with 
an economy rate of over 10.

The series will serve as an 
important platform for the 
star batter after he had a sub-
par Indian Premier League 
2022 with Mumbai Indians, in 
which he could only score 268 
runs in 14 games at a sub-par 
average of 19.14. He could not 
manage even a single half-cen-
tury in the tournament, with 
the best score of 48.

The T20I series between 
India and England will consist 
of three T20Is and will start 
from Thursday onwards.
India’s squad for 1st T20I: 
Rohit Sharma (Captain), Ishan 
Kishan, Ruturaj Gaekwad, Sanju 
Samson, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Deepak Hooda, Rahul Tripathi, 
Dinesh Karthik (wk), Hardik Pan-
dya, Venkatesh Iyer, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Ravi Bishnoi, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Harshal 
Patel, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep 
Singh, Umran Malik.

Televisión Española (TVE) 
will begin its Premier 

Padel coverage with July’s 
Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major taking place 

at the iconic Stade 
Roland-Garros. The tourna-

ment gets underway on 
July 11th, concluding on 
the 17th. The deal also 

includes rights to the inau-
gural P1 event, the Madrid 

Premier Padel  
P1 taking place at the 

WiZink Center from  
August 1st to 6th. 

England’s captain Ben Stokes watches the ball after playing a shot during play on Day 3 of the fifth cricket 
Test match between England and India at Edgbaston, Birmingham. (AFP)

Rohit Sharma with India’s interim coach VVS Laxman ahead of the 
first T20I against England in Southampton on Wednesday.

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr in the pits during the F1 British 
Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in England. (AFP)

After a win at the British Grand Prix, Ferrari must  
continue their revival this weekend to further boost 

their championship hopes.

UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar wearing the 
best young rider’s white jersey cycles across a cobblestone sector in 
the final kilometers of the 5th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour 
de France cycling race, 153.7km between Lille and Arenberg Porte du 
Hainaut, in northern France, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Pogacar impressive  
in vintage Tour stage, 
Van Aert retains lead

AGENCIES
ARENBERG (FRANCE)

TADEJ Pogacar passed his 
first Tour de France test with 
flying colours when he gained 
time over all his rivals on the 
cobbled roads in a vintage fifth 
stage on Wednesday.

The two-time defending 
champion, who was expected 
to suffer on the 19km of cob-
bles peppering the 157-km ride 
from Lille, finished 51 seconds 
behind stage winner Simon 
Clarke of Australia but left the 
overall contenders behind.

“It was a really good day 
for me, I didn’t have any bad 
luck and I felt good on the cob-
bles,” said Pogacar, who as a 

professional has never taken 
part in the Paris-Roubaix 
cobbled classic. “I could not 
stay strong until the end but I 
tried.”
Stage 5 Results
1. Simon Clarke, Australia, 
Israel-Premier Tech, 3:13:35; 
2. Taco van der Hoorn, Nether-
lands, Intermarche-Wanty-Gobert 
Materiaux, same time; 3. 
Edvald Boasson Hagen, Norway, 
TotalEnergies, :02 behind; 4. 
Neilson Powless, United States, 
EF Education-EasyPost, :04; 5. 
Magnus Cort Nielsen, Denmark, 
EF Education-Easypost, :30; 6. 
J Stuyven, Germany, Trek-Sega-
fredo, :51; 7. Tadej Pogacar, 
Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, 
same time.
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IN less than five months’ time, 
Qatar will welcome the world 
to the first FIFA World Cup to 
be staged in the Middle East 
and Arab world. This will pro-
vide an opportunity for Qa-
tar’s diverse communities to 
showcase themselves to visi-
tors during the tournament.

As these communities 
have an important role to 
play in the cultural experience 
around Qatar 2022, the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
& Legacy (SC) partnered with 
fellow SC Legacy Programme, 
Josoor Institute, on a series of 
capacity building workshops 
aimed at preparing communi-
ty leaders with standardising 
community cultural activa-
tions and performances.

Held both online and in per-
son, the workshops focused on 
the following six themes in an 
interactive setting: Role of Lead-
ership, Influence & Teamwork; 
Creativity & Planning; Negotiate 
& Motivate; Delivery & Impact; 
Observation Activity and Meas-
uring Success. These skill-based 
workshops not only provided 
valuable tools for preparing ac-
tivations for the FIFA World 
Cup™, it gave community lead-
ers new skill sets, networks and 
expertise to uplift their profes-
sional development.

“The workshops have been 
fantastic in teaching me skills 
that I can use for not only the 
World Cup, but for my com-
munity in general,” said Mitch 
Scott, President, Australians 
and New Zealanders in Qatar 
Society. “We can take these 
skills and build more engage-
ment around our community.”

The final two workshop 
sessions took place on 2 July 
at Multaqa (Education City 
Student Center) on the cam-
pus of Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, with over 30 com-
munity leaders attending the 
sessions. This included Costa 
Rican community leader Ga-
briela Marin Fallas.

“For us, it’s very important 
to be in these workshops be-
cause the Supreme Commit-
tee is giving us the tools that 
provide us the opportunity to 

participate in World Cup ac-
tivations, to show our culture 
and the big efforts that we 
have been doing here in Qa-
tar,” said Fallas.

Among the events where 
Qatar’s communities will play 
an important role is the Cul-
tural Activation FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™. In empow-
ering those communities with 
important preparation skills, 
visitors are sure to be treated to 
an unforgettable cultural expe-
rience during the tournament. 
  

“These unique workshops 
have been able to change the 
model of engagement with our 
communities from an inform-
ative level to an active par-

ticipation and empowerment 
stage,” said Khaled Al Suwaidi, 
the SC’s Stakeholder Relations 
Director. “The workshops also 
allowed for our community 

leaders to network and share 
experiences, which highlights 
the diversity and connectivity 
of our communities in Qatar.”

Crucial to the delivery of 

the workshops was the SC’s 
collaboration with Josoor In-
stitute and their experience 
in training professionals for 
the sports and events manage-

ment industry.
“We are delighted to have 

played an important role in 
facilitating these workshops 
for Qatar’s community lead-
ers,” said Afraa Al Noaimi, 
Executive Director, Josoor 
Institute. “We hope that the 
sessions were informative for 
them and their communities, 
and that it will enable them to 
make the most creative contri-
bution possible to the various 
community and cultural acti-
vations that take place before 
and during the World Cup.”

In order to deliver an im-
mersive cultural fan experi-
ence during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™, Qatar is 
inviting artists from across the 
globe to showcase their talents 
during the tournament. Artists 
that are interested in becom-
ing part of the host country en-
tertainment offering can apply 
here. For further information, 
email community@sc.qa. 

A first-come, first-served 
ticket sales phase is now open 
until 16 August. Visit FIFA.
com/tickets for further details.

SC and Josoor Institute complete capacity building 
workshop series preparing community leaders
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AL Shaqab, member of Qa-
tar Foundation, the home of 
Qatar’s equine heritage will 
mark the auspicious occasion 
of Eid Al Adha with Festival 
comprising a variety of enter-
taining activities and exciting 
events for families and for all 
ages at its magnificent Lon-
gines Indoor Arena.

The events to be held from 
July 9 (Saturday) to July 12 
(Tuesday) will be conducted 
from 4pm to 8pm on each day 
including meet-and-greet op-
portunities with horses and 
ponies.

The activities shall run 
along with the duration of the 
festival (4pm to 8pm) for 45 
minutes and with 15 minutes 
break interval. It will include 
Carriage Ride (all ages), Pony 
Ride (Children ages 3 to 12), 
Pony Games (Children ages 
6 to 12; Will run twice/daily 
(4:30pm and 6:30pm), Adults 
Ride (Ages 13 and above), Tra-
ditional Ride (Arabic horses 
with Arabic saddles) All ages.

The festival arena will also 
have a kids zone besides food 
and beverages.

Al Shaqab stands as an 
enduring tribute to the Ara-
bian horse and the tradi-
tion of equestrian excellence 
and hosts several equestrian 
events throughout the year be-
sides training riders at its rid-
ing academy.

It also combines several 
family and social events along-
side the equestrian events dur-
ing Hathab (Qatar Equestrian 
Tour) and international events 
including CHI and Longines 
Global Champions Tour.

Al Shaqab Eid Al Adha Festival with family events at Longines Arena

 The events to be held from July 9 (Saturday) to July 12 (Tuesday) will be conducted from 4pm to 8pm on each day including meet-and-greet opportunities with horses and ponies. The activities shall run along with the 
duration of the festival (4pm to 8pm) for 45 minutes and with 15 minutes break interval. It will include Carriage Ride (all ages), Pony Ride (Children ages 3 to 12), Pony Games (Children ages 6 to 12; Will run twice/
daily (4:30pm and 6:30pm), Adults Ride (Ages 13 and above), Traditional Ride (Arabic horses with Arabic saddles) All ages.

Skill-based workshops 
aimed at empowering 

Qatar’s communities to 
deliver new and enhanced 
cultural programming for 

the FIFA World Cup  
and beyond.


