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CHILDREN BELOW SIX 
YEARS OF AGE HAVE 
BEEN EXCLUDED FROM 
THE MASK MANDATE

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has made masks man-
datory again in closed public 
places. The decision is effec-
tive from Thursday, July 7.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani, took the decision on 
Wednesday.

The Cabinet reviewed a re-
port of the Ministry of Public 
Health on the latest develop-
ments related to COVID-19 
and decided to amend its de-
cision issued at its meeting no 
19 of 2022 held on May 18, 
2022. 

The decision obligates citi-
zens, residents and visitors to 
wear masks in closed public 
places.

The face masks are now 
mandatory for all individu-
als aged six years of age and 
above in closed public spaces. 

This includes healthcare 
facilities, workplace, public 
transport, mosques, gyms, 
malls, shops, and cinemas in 
addition to other closed pub-
lic places.

With Qatar seeing an in-
crease in daily average cases 
among community and trav-
ellers, a senior health official 
said it is expected that the 
number of cases will increase 
in the coming weeks as the 
easing of restrictions may lead 
to an increase in the number 
of positive cases.

MASK MANDATE IS BACK

QNA
TEHRAN

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani has said 
that Qatar seeks to support 
the parties of the talks on the 
revival of the nuclear accord to 
reach a fair agreement for all, 
taking into account the con-
cerns of all parties.

In a joint press confer-
ence with Foreign Minister of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Dr Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
on Wednesday, the FM stated 
that his visit to Tehran comes 
amidst numerous regional 
challenges, pointing out that 
it is very critical to have con-
structive efforts from the part 
of all the neighbouring coun-
tries to have successful nucle-
ar negotiations and regional 
dialogue. He said that he had 
heard from the Iranian minis-
ter his country’s confirmation 
on the importance of all par-
ties’ commitment to engage in 
nuclear agreement.

The FM stressed that Qa-
tar supports and encourages 
the dialogue between Iran and 
the region’s countries which 
would evidently achieve posi-
tive results for the interest of 
the peoples in the region.

He said Qatar wants pros-

perous ties between its neigh-
bouring countries that would 
essentially benefit the peoples 
of the region. He said that the 
bilateral relations gained a 
momentum during his talks 
with the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister, pointing out that the 
leadership of the two coun-
tries prioritise strengthening 
the relations and eliminate the 
obstacles.

“We constantly work with 
the Iranian authorities to 
provide the facilitation and 
consider the ways of boosting 
trade and economic coopera-
tion,” he said.

The FM lauded the co-
operation between the con-
cerned authorities of the two 
countries regarding the pro-
cedures for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 organisation, 
reiterating Qatar’s welcome 
to Iranian fans to attend the 
tournament.

For his part, the Iranian 
FM welcomed the visit of the 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
confirmed that they held con-
structive discussions on some 
of the bilateral relations and 
regional issues, indicating that 
it is essential to strengthen 
the regional mechanisms and 
launch a regional dialogue. 

Qatar supports all 
parties in talks on 
revival of nuclear 
accord to reach 
fair deal, says FM

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani met with Defence Minister in 
the Afghan caretaker government 
Mohammad Yaqoob Mujahid at the 
Amiri Diwan on Wednesday.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed latest developments in 
Afghanistan, the latest regional and 
international developments, and 
several issues of common interest. 
HH the Amir stressed the importance 
of working towards achieving stabil-
ity and reconciliation in Afghanistan; 
achieving progress, decent life, and 
prosperity for Afghan people; and en-
suring that segments of the Afghan 
society enjoy their rights.

Beginning today, mask is mandatory at all closed public places

MoPH calls on  
people to adhere  
to COVID protocol

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has called on mem-
bers of the community to 
adhere to the new preventive 
measures to curb the spread 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This is in implementa-
tion of the Cabinet decision 
on the mandatory wearing 
of face masks in all closed 
public spaces.

The ministry explained 
that face masks are now 
mandatory for all individu-
als aged six years of age 
and above in closed public 
spaces. 

This includes healthcare 
facilities, workplace, public 
transport, mosques, gyms, 
malls, shops, and cinemas 
in addition to other closed 
public places.

With the number of new 
daily COVID-19 cases in Qatar 
rising in recent weeks, the 
ministry stressed the need 
for people to adhere to the 
new measures related to the 
wearing of face masks. The 
ministry said face masks, 

when worn properly by every-
one, are an effective tool to 
prevent virus transmission.

The ministry called on 
members of the community 
to play their part in sup-
pressing the current rise in 
COVID-19 by: Getting vacci-
nated against COVID-19 with 
all doses for which you are 
eligible, including getting the 
booster dose as they proved 
to be very safe and effective; 
Washing your hands regularly 
with soap and water or using 
hand sanitizers; Avoiding 
physical contact when greet-
ing others, including abstain-
ing from shaking hands and 
kissing; Following cough eti-
quette and using your sleeve 
to cover your nose and mouth 
when coughing and sneezing 
or using tissue paper and 
dispose of it appropriately; 
Avoiding gathering in crowded 
and poorly ventilated places 
as much as possible; down-
loading the Ehteraz appli-
cation and showing green 
status to enter any public 
closed indoor areas.

ACHIEVING STABILITY IN AFGHANISTAN IMPORTANT: AMIR

MoCI re-imposes some COVID restrictions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS per the Cabinet decision, the 
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI) has said that it is 
mandatory to wear face masks 
for customers and employees 
when entering commercial 
activity sites, and throughout 
their presence there. 

The commercial sites in-
clude shopping malls, res-
taurants and cafes, popular 

markets (souqs), wholesale 
markets, barbershops and 
beauty salons, health clubs, 
gyms and spas, entertainment 
centers and amusement parks, 
theatres and cinemas, exhibi-
tions, conferences and events.

It is obligatory to verify the 
health status code in the Eht-
eraz application for customers 
and employees when entering 
commercial sites. Custom-
ers are required to wear face 
masks inside the restaurant 

except when sitting at the ta-
ble. Face mask is a must for 
all employees and customers 
inside the gym.

Customers and workers 
who do not wear face masks 
are not allowed to enter com-
mercial site.

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry stressed the need 
that all administrators and 
staff across all commercial ac-
tivities adhere to health and 
safety measures. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and Iranian FM Dr Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian address a joint press conference in Tehran on Wednesday.

Continued on page 2 
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Amir sends congratulations to 
President of Malawi

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations to the President of the 
Republic of Malawi HE Lazarus Chakwera on the occasion of 
his country’s Republic Day on Wednesday. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends congratulations to 
President of Malawi
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al-Thani sent a cable of congratulations to the President of 
the Republic of Malawi HE Lazarus Chakwera on the occa-
sion of his country’s Republic Day on Wednesday. (QNA)

PM sends congratulations to President 
of Malawi
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani sent a cable of congratula-
tions to the President of the Republic of Malawi HE Lazarus 
Chakwera on the occasion of his country’s Republic Day on 
Wednesday. (QNA)

FM sends written Message to French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs
MINISTER of Europe and Foreign Affairs of the French Repub-
lic HE Catherine Colonna received a written message from 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, pertaining to 
the bilateral relations and ways of enhancing and developing 
them. The message was delivered by HE Ambassador of the 
State of Qatar to the French Republic Sheikh Ali bin Jassim 
Al-Thani during his meeting with Advisor to the French Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs for North Africa and the Middle East 
Bruno Pereira da Silva. (QNA)

News in brief Iran FM thanks Qatar for 
tripartite talks in Doha for 
revival of nuclear accord
HE pointed out that Qatar 
has persistent positive role 
in boosting the dialogue and 
has made constructive steps 
in this context, adding that 
Qatar is still adherent to this 
constructive regional role.

Abdollahian thanked Qa-
tar for hosting the indirect 
tripartite talks in Doha for 
the revival of nuclear accord. 
“We have witnessed a promi-
nent role from His Highness 
the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani and his good efforts to 
facilitate and advance these 
negotiations. We are ready to 
reach a robust and sustain-
able agreement and did not 
make any further requests, 
and all our requests are based 
on 2015 agreement frame-
work, we have good inten-
tions and we are engaging in 
the negotiations on a real ba-
sis,” he said.

The Iranian FM indicated 
that the discussions tackled 
some of the problems some 
Iranian merchants have been 
facing regarding long-term 

residency, and focused on 
providing facilities for their 
residency, to facilitate the 
transportation process and 
solving problems arising from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, ex-
pressing his country’s aspira-
tion to work to reach best ties 
with Qatar in trade fields.

He thanked Qatar for the 
coordination between sports 

officials in Iran and those 
who are organizing FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. “We 
succeeded in operationaliz-
ing some task forces and we 
have carried out the neces-
sary coordination pertain-
ing to sports affairs and the 
participation of our team and 
the attendance of our fans,” 
he said.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani (left) with Foreign Minister of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Dr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian, during a press 
conference in Tehran on Wednesday.

Continued from page 1 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani met in Tehran with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran HE Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
on Wednesday. They discussed bilateral cooperation relations between 
the two countries and a number of regional issues. (QNA)

FM MEETS IRANIAN COUNTERPART

‘Residents must continue to receive all 
vaccine doses which they are eligible for’

THE ministry said it is important 
that members of the community 
continue to receive all the vaccine 
doses for which they are eligible. 
More than 1.7 million people in 
Qatar have received a booster 
dose, and anyone aged 12 years 
and above who had their second 
dose more than six months ago 
is eligible for a booster dose.  A 
fourth vaccine dose is also avail-
able for individuals 50 years of age 
and older and those with chronic 
diseases that increase their risk 
for severe COVID-19 infection, 
regardless of their age. The fourth 

dose is offered to these vulner-
able individuals after four months 
from their booster dose (third 
dose) or COVID-19 infection.  The 
ministry said that individuals who 
do not receive the booster dose, or 
significantly delay receiving it, will 
be less protected and more at risk 
of severe COVID-19 infection and 
hospitalisation. With more than 6.5 
million vaccine doses administered 
in Qatar, and 12 billion doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines administered 
globally, they have proved to be 
highly effective in preventing severe 
disease and death from COVID-19 
in addition to being very safe.

Continued from page 1 
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Al-HAnouf Mohammed Al-
Saiari, a graduate of Master 
of Accounting Science pro-
gramme at the College of Busi-
ness and Economics at Qatar 
university (Qu), defended her 
graduation research thesis ti-
tled ‘Management Accounting 
Practices in the Era of Covid: 
Evidence from Health Care 
Services in Qatar’. The thesis 
was supervised by Dr osama 
Abdullatif, associate professor 
of accounting, and Dr Hossam 
Al-Damen, associate professor 
of accounting.

The study explores the role 
of management accounting 
practices and critical success 

factors in facing the CoVID-19 
crisis in healthcare services 
in Qatar from March 2020 
to May 2021. The study used 
qualitative approach by con-
ducting interviews and analys-
ing published documents. The 
thesis also focused on three 
main activities in healthcare 
services: medical services, 
supply chain management 
services and human resource 
services.

Al-Saiari stated: “The re-
sults of the study indicate 
that management accounting 
methods have helped the in-
vestigated activities meet the 
challenges of the CoVID-19 
pandemic. When it comes 
to making decisions and ad-
dressing the coronavirus is-

sue, management accounting 
techniques have helped by 
providing relevant informa-
tion. Additionally, five essen-

tial success elements for Qa-
tar’s healthcare system were 
highlighted.”

“These included the logical 
leadership, government’s sup-
port, cooperative relationships 
with governmental and non-
governmental organizations, 
the tenacity and dedication 
of the personnel to their jobs, 
digitalization and technology, 
and emergency readiness in 
hospitals,” Al-Saiari stated: 
“The results of the study give 
practitioners and policymak-
ers insightful information on 
the usefulness of management 
accounting techniques in ad-
dressing issues related to cor-
porate operations. 

“My honourable profes-
sors, words cannot express 

the extent of my gratitude 
and thanks to you, especially 
to Dr osama Abdel latif and 
Dr Hossam Al Damen. You 
were the best role models for 
us in life, and you instilled in 
us many virtues that I will re-
member and try to implement 
throughout my life,” Al-Saiari  
wrote in a message to her pro-
fessors.

Al-Saiari  called on the 
students of Qu to continue 
striving towards achieving 
their scientific and practical 
goals, stressing that nothing 
compares to the joy of gradu-
ation and the pride of parents 
and loved ones. All students 
should always strive to pro-
vide the best because Qatar 
deserves the best.

QU graduate’s research explores management
accounting practices in the times of COVID-19

Al-Hanouf Mohammed Al-Saiari

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

WESTErn Australian Premier 
Mark McGowan has embarked 
on a reconnect WA mission 
travelling to Qatar, Italy, the 
uK and Ireland. 

During his visit to Doha, 

the premier held a round table 
meeting with Qatar’s leading 
travel agencies, immigration 
agents, industry and business 
representatives, including En-
gineers Australia and student 
recruitment agencies. 

The reconnect WA mission 
aims to promote Western Aus-

tralia as a safe and ideal des-
tination for visitors, students, 
workers and investors.

He discussed Western Aus-
tralian’s successful manage-
ment of the pandemic which 
has ensured it maintains one of 
the strongest economies in the 
world and significant reduced 

CoVID-19 illness and hospitali-
sations. He discussed Western 
Australian’s global reputation 
for quality and innovation, 
world-leading industries, stra-
tegically positioned for inter-
national business and many 
employment opportunities. 

representatives who at-

tended were able to engage 
directly with the premier, pro-
viding input and ideas to how 
WA is able to better reconnect 
now that the State is open to the 
world post-pandemic. The WA 
Premier is the first ever State 
Premier from Australia to visit 
Qatar on official business.

Western Australian premier visits Qatar Cloud Computing 
Handbook issued 
for SMEs by CRA
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THE Communications regu-
latory Authority (CrA) issued 
the Cloud Computing Hand-
book for Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs), which is 
part of its regulatory instru-
ments that were developed to 
create a safe cloud environ-
ment and to facilitate large-
scale adoption of cloud com-
puting by SMEs based on their 
requirements and objectives 
and in line with the digital de-
velopment of Qatar.

Cloud computing offers 
many opportunities for Small 
and Medium Enterprises, as it 
enables them to automate their 
procedures and provide high-
quality services at lower costs. 
Cloud computing saves large 
amounts of capital expenditure 
and operating expenses com-
pared to the costs of traditional 
solutions. Thus, it contributes 
to enhancing their growth by 
improving productivity, flex-
ibility, security, and overall op-
erational efficiency.

The Handbook provides 
a simplified explanation to 
Small and Medium Enterpris-
es about what cloud comput-
ing is, the meaning of typical 
cloud contractual provisions, 
categories of cloud services, 
and key points that Small and 
Medium Enterprises should 
pay close attention to before 
subscribing to such services. 
The Handbook also includes 
an annex on data classification 
guidelines that will help SMEs 
classify their data in their tran-
sition to the cloud.

The State of Qatar has 
placed the development of 
cloud computing at the heart 
of its digital transformation 
strategy. Cloud computing 

contributes to establishing Qa-
tar as a leading regional digital 
hub, a home to international 
digital players, and an attrac-
tive destination for domestic 
and foreign investments in in-
novative digital services.

CrA recently issued the 
Cloud Policy framework, which 
provides trusted access princi-
ples for all stakeholders in the 
cloud value chain and defines 
a comprehensive set of policy 
and regulatory recommenda-
tions to stakeholders from the 
public and private sectors that 
are aligned with international 
laws and best practices.

The Cloud Computing 
Handbook for Small and Medi-
um Enterprises can be accessed 
through CrA’s website via the 
link: https://www.cra.gov.qa/
en/document/cloud-comput-
ing-a-handbook-for-smes

Cloud computing offers 
many opportunities for 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises, as it enables 
them to automate their 
procedures and provide 
high-quality services at 
lower costs



ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

AS a well-developed and well 
experienced city, Busan is well 
placed to host World Expo 
2030 and the Republic of Ko-
rea is keen and anxious to 
organise the event there, the 
country’s ambassador to Qatar 
HE Lee Joon-Ho, has said.

The more than 1,500 year-
old port city of Busan is the 
second largest city of South Ko-
rea, the 5th largest MICE city 
in Asia, and the 13th largest 
on the world level, the envoy 
pointed out.

Moreover, according to 
UIA 2019 statistics, the mu-
nicipality of Busan has a rich 
experience of hosting as many 
as 239 international conferenc-
es and has outstanding talent 
and exhibition infrastructure, 
he added.

In an exclusive interview 
with Qatar Tribune, the envoy 
said that Republic of Korea’s 
President Yoon Seok-Youl, 
central government headed by 
Prime Minister Han Duck-Soo, 
the people of Busan, the local 
government, executive, the na-
tional legislature, as well as the 
business community will all 
engage as a team in the whole-
hearted efforts to achieve the 
aim. 

He expressed hope that all 
BIE member states will vote in 
favour of Republic of Korea’s 
candidacy in view of its great 
profile and achievements.

Talking about the signifi-
cance of Busan as host city as 

presented to BIE, a platform of 
170 member-states, the envoy 
said the city is a major cultural 
hub of the region. “It is a city of 
festivals, arts and films, which 
has continued to successfully 
host a variety of events such as 
the Busan International Film 
Festival (BIFF), the Busan 
Fireworks Festival, the One 
Asia Festival, a global K-pop 
music festival, and the Busan 
Biennale, a biannual contem-
porary art exhibition,” he said.

“Busan’s environment is 
remarkable for its harmonious 
relationship among its natural 
elements like mountains, riv-
ers and sea. The city is blessed 
with a number of hot springs 
scattered throughout its geog-
raphy. 

“Moreover, it has been Ko-
rea’s main point of interaction 
with the outside world for more 
than 1,500 years for trade and 
cultural exchanges.”

The city also laid the foun-
dation of Korea’s economic 
progress and development as 
well as the growth of its com-
panies after the Korean War.

Its coastline features su-
perb beaches, scenic cliffs and 
mountains, offering excellent 
hiking trails and extraordinary 
viewing spots. Busan enjoys 
four distinct seasons and a 
temperate climate that never 
gets too hot or too cold.

He said that the city’s natu-
ral endowments and rich his-
tory have resulted in Busan’s 
increasing reputation as a 
world class city for tourism and 
culture. As such, it is becoming 

renowned as a hot spot desti-
nation for international con-
ventions.

The Republic of Korea sub-
mitted its letter of candidature 
for World Expo 2030 to the 
Bureau International des Expo-
sitions (BIE) in June last year. 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and the Republic of Italy have 
also their candidature dossi-
ers so far. Interested countries 
have time to submit their inten-
tion until 7 September, 2022. 
BIE will then organise Enquiry 
Missions to assess the feasibil-
ity and viability of the projects 
submitted by the candidate 
countries. The host country 
will be elected on the principle 
of one-country-one-vote by the 
170 BIE member states.

Korean envoy Lee said that 
Busan as host city to the 2030 
mega world event will provide 
an opportunity to all partici-
pants to recognise global chal-
lenges and give thought to the 
environment and new ways of 

life for humankind. He said 
that the port city of Busan, 
which was at the centre of the 
Korean transformation, will 
set a new course toward a bet-
ter tomorrow for the earth and 
humanity.

Lee said that Busan be-
ing gateway city in Northeast 
Asia is accessible via airport, 
railway, roads and ports. The 
city has unparalleled experi-
ence of hosting the 2002 Asian 
Games, 2005 APEC Summit, 
2014 and 2019 Korea-ASEAN 
Special Summit, 2015 IDB 
Annual Meeting among many 
other large scale international 
events. The world’s largest 
meeting place aims to educate 
the public, promote progress 
and foster cooperation

The World Expo is one of 
the largest international festi-
vals besides the World Cup and 
the Olympics. Hosting an expo 
is estimated to create economic 
effects worth 61 trillion won 
(US$47.1 billion), according to 
a study reported by Korean of-
ficial news agency Yanhop.

Talking about Qatar-South 
Korean bilateral relations, Am-
bassador Lee said that since 
the establishment of bilateral 
diplomatic relations on April 
18, 1974, the two countries 
have developed a relationship 
centred on cooperation in en-
ergy and construction. “Qatar 
is our largest and trusted natu-
ral gas supplier and has been 
supplying natural gas to Korea 
uninterruptedly for the  past 20 
years. However, there are vari-
ous other avenues, where both 

Qatar and Republic of Korea 
can cooperate and enhance 
their relations to much higher 
levels,” the envoy stressed.

He said that in June 2020, 
a contract was signed between 
the three biggest shipbuilding 
 companies in Korea and Qatar, 
which led to the largest LNG 
ship construction ever.

Lee said that Qatar is also 
one of our eight major overseas 
construction markets, and you 
can see architectural master-
pieces by Korean companies in 
Qatar including the fascinating 
Qatar National Museum and 
the Lusail Plaza  Tower, which 
will be the landmark of the 
2022 World Cup.

Lee said that bilateral trade 
during first quarter of 2022 was 
recorded over US$ 6.5 billion in 
which around US$ 172 m worth 
of exports were from South Ko-
rea including marine offshore 
structures and parts, cars, steel 
plates, construction machinery 
and synthetic resin. Among the 
exports from Qatar to South 
Korea were natural gas, crude 
oil, petrochemical products, ni-
trogen fertiliser, aluminium and 
chemical raw materials.

He expressed his deep ap-
preciation of Qatar’s role and 
various activities on the inter-
national stage. It has  served as 
a mediator to promote regional 
peace, mediating in negotia-
tions between the  U.S. and Tali-
ban, mediating in conflicts and 
crisis in Sudan and Yemen, 
and most recently, in contacts 
between Iran and US with the 
mediation of European Union.

Nation

Announcement
Mr. Asad Umar, of Indian nationality, 
holding a Passport number: U0129038 
and ID number: 30835605154
is announcing his willingness to changing 
his name to: Asad Omar Khan.
Whoever has an objection to this, kindly 
contact the General Directorate of 
Passports within 15 days from the date of 
its announcement in the newspaper.
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Busan is well-placed to host 
World Expo 2030, says envoy

SCPP returns to Carnegie Mellon Qatar
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

CARNEGIE Mellon Univer-
sity in Qatar (CMU-Q), a 
Qatar Foundation partner 
university, is hosting the 
first Summer College Pre-
view Programme (SCPP) in 
the CMU-Q building since 
the pandemic began. Nearly 
70 high school students are 
spending two weeks explor-
ing university life and learn-
ing about the programmes of 
study at CMU-Q.

Michael Trick, dean of 
CMU-Q, welcomed the stu-
dents to the building at the 
opening ceremony. “I am so 
delighted that you will have 
the full, in-person Carnegie 

Mellon experience. We have 
designed SCPP so students 
can get a taste of university 
life, and learn about the pos-
sibilities that our programs of-
fer,” he said.

This year, CMU-Q is offer-
ing a programming class for 
the first time, in addition to 
classes in writing and math-
ematics.

“All of the students at 
CMU-Q, regardless of their 
field of study, must take com-
puter programming,” said 
Damian Dourado, director of 
SCPP. “This is a great chance 
for high school students to 
learn the basics of program-
ming, skills they can use in 
many different areas in the 
years to come.”

Students also choose to 
learn about one of the pro-
grammes offered at CMU-Q: 
biological sciences, business 
administration, computer sci-
ence or information systems. 
At the end of SCPP, students 
will present their final pro-
jects.

“SCPP can help students 
decide what they would like to 
study in university, and what 
sort of careers they would like 
to do afterward,” said Doura-
do. “They learn a lot of infor-
mation, and they also meet 
current CMU-Q students and 
alumni who can offer insights 
and guidance.”

Admission applications for 
fall 2023 will be accepted as of 
September 1.

WCM-Q’s Grand 
Rounds discusses 
chest pain malady
medical evaluation
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

A US-based interventional 
cardiology expert explained 
the main methodologies for 
conducting evaluations of pa-
tients experiencing chest pain 
in a presentation at Weill Cor-
nell Medicine-Qatar’s (WCM-
Q) Grand Rounds. 

Dr Subhi J Al’Aref, as-
sistant professor of medicine 
in the Division of Cardiology 
and director of Cardiac CT at 
the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences, gave a live 
webinar in which he reviewed 
the existing paradigm for 
chest pain evaluation. He then 
described the technique of 
non-invasive anatomic evalu-
ation for patients presenting 
with chest pain, particularly 
in cases of suspected coronary 
artery disease. Dr Al’Aref is an 
alumnus of WCM-Q, having 
graduated from the college in 
2008. 

Using real-life examples, 
Dr Al’Aref explained the ma-
jor differences between ana-
tomical and functional testing 
for chest pain. Anatomical 
testing generally involves a 
computed tomography (CT) 
scan, which utilizes rotating 
X-ray machines and comput-
ers to create cross-sectional 
images of the internal struc-
tures of the body – in this case, 
the heart and blood vessels. 
Functional testing utilises a 
number of other modalities, 
such as an exercise electrocar-
diogram (ECG) to assess the 
heart’s response to exercise; 
nuclear stress testing, which 
uses a small amount of radio-
active tracer material inserted 
intravenously and an imaging 
machine to assess blood flow 
in the heart both at rest and 
during activity; and stress 
echocardiogram, which uses 
ultrasound waves to assess 
the function of the heart dur-
ing exercise. Dr Al’Aref also 
mentioned that the heart can 
be stressed using pharmaco-
logic means for the purposes 
of evaluation in cases where 
a patient is unable to perform 
exercise for any reason. 

Dr Al’Aref also provided 
an evaluation of the exist-
ing scientific literature sup-
porting the use of anatomic 
evaluation over stress test-
ing for identifying obstruc-
tive coronary artery disease. 
Citing a study published in 

the New England Journal 
of Medicine in 2010 that 
analyzed data from almost 
400,000 patients, Dr Al’Aref 
said: “Stress testing is not ac-
curate at identifying obstruc-
tive coronary artery disease. 
They found that 67 percent 
of patients who had an inva-
sive coronary angiogram and 
a stress test at baseline did 
not have obstructive coro-
nary disease. This is mind-
boggling because the purpose 
of doing a stress test is to find 
out who does and who does 
not have significant disease 
so you can do an invasive 
evaluation. So, the fact that 
we are sending more patients 
than we should be and find-
ing out that they don’t have 
any significant disease is ob-
viously sub-optimal.”

In conclusion, Dr Al’Aref 
said that the research litera-
ture indicates that computed 
tomography angiography 
(CCTA) accurately discrimi-
nates between non-obstruc-
tive and obstructive coronary 
artery disease and should 
be considered an effective 
‘gatekeeper’ for determining 
which patients should be re-
ferred for invasive coronary 
evaluation. Furthermore, cor-
onary evaluation using CCTA 
can benefit patients in terms 
of both short- and long-term 
health outcomes by indicat-
ing patient-appropriate and 
disease-specific therapies. 

The lecture, titled ‘Chest 
Pain: Anatomic vs. Function-
al Evaluation’, was accredited 
locally by the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health’s Department of 
Healthcare Professions – Ac-
creditation Section and inter-
nationally by the Accredita-
tion Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME).

Dr Subhi J Al’Aref

Corniche road to be 
closed for 9 days 
beginning Friday

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Public Works Authority ‘Ashghal’ has announced 
a temporary road closure in both directions on Al Cor-
niche Street for nine days, beginning Friday, July 8 and 
ending July 16, 2022, from Al Sheraton Intersection to 
Al Meena Intersection, in collaboration with the Traf-
fic Department at the Ministry of Interior. This closure 
aims to finish the upgrading of Al Corniche Street, 
where road users heading to Al Sheraton and Al Meena 
Intersection should use the road leading to Al Bidda 
street while following the traffic directional signs to 
reach their destination as shown on the map, as Public 
Works Authority will provide directional traffic signs to 
alert road users of this closure and advise them to fol-
low these signs to maintain their safety. Ashghal said 
in a press statement it apologises for any inconven-
iences that may be caused due to the closure of Al Cor-
niche and said will respond to any inquiries through 
Ashghal’s Call Center on #188, which is open 24/7, or 
through Ashghal’s official social media channels

HE Lee Joon-Ho
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Continuing its campaign 
‘Make them happy with your 
udhiyah’, Qatar Charity will 
continue to receive donations 
until the fourth day of Eid 
Al-Adha, tuesday, 13 Dhu al-
Hijjah 1443 (July 12, 2022) 
through its branches and col-
lection points in malls and 
commercial centres in Qatar, 
and through the Qatar Char-
ity website and application.

Qatar Charity, through 
the campaign, aims to pro-
vide more than 50,000 udhi-
yah in 36 countries around 
the world, including Qatar, 
benefiting about one million 
people at a total cost of more 
than QR29 million.

Qatar Charity urged do-
nors to compete for good and 
take advantage of the remain-
der of the blessed 10 days, by 
donating to reach the most 
significant possible number 
of people with limited income 
inside Qatar, the poor and 
needy in crisis areas in camps 
for displaced persons and 
refugees, those affected by 
drought and desertification, 
and the vulnerable communi-
ties, worldwide, to alleviate 
their suffering.

those wishing to donate 
to the campaign can do so 
quickly, easily and safely 
through Qatar Charity’s web-

site and electronic applica-
tion, and its various digital 
tools and initiatives on the 
following links: Qatar Charity 
website 

www.qch.qa/adha, Qatar 
Charity’s application www.
qch.qa/app, the ‘home collec-
tor’ can be requested through 
the Qatar Charity application 
www.qch.qa/app and the sys-
tem automatically locates the 
donor on the map and sends 
his request to the nearest col-
lector and receives his dona-
tions, or by calling the call 
center at 44667711.

Donations can also be 

made through the headquar-
ters, Qatar Charity branches, 
collection points and funds 
spread across the country.

Qatar Charity’s branches 
and its collection points, 
which are in all regions of 
Qatar, receive donations in 
general until midnight on 
the day of Eid Al-Adha, and 
then resume receiving dona-
tions from the second day of 
Eid until the third day of Eid 
Al-Adha from 12am to 10pm, 
and on the fourth day of Eid 
Al-Adha from 12pm until 
before the Maghrib call to 
prayer.

Qatar Charity to receive donations 
for Udhiyah until fourth day of Eid
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Al Najada Hotel unveils 
its Eid Al-Adha offers
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

on the occasion of Eid Al-Ad-
ha, Al najada Doha, the iconic 
destination in the heart of 
Doha, announced the launch 
of its exclusive stay and dinner 
buffet offers.

Al najada Hotel aims to 
provide an exceptional envi-
ronment for all family mem-
bers and friends to enjoy the 
most delectable dining options 
and spend a distinct and un-
forgettable stay experience in 
one of the most opulent and 
stylish hotels in Doha through 
the introduced offers.

For this Eid, Al najada Ho-
tel Doha has announced the 
“Stay Longer Special,” in which 
guests can enjoy a longer stay 
at a competitive price, includ-
ing a breakfast buffet for two, 
with a discount of up to 15% 
when booking for three nights, 
20% when booking for four 
nights, and 25% for long stays.

the Eid Dinner buffet of-
fer will delight foodies with 
the most delectable oriental 
and international cuisines at 
the “Al Baraha” restaurant 
overlooking the piazza area. 
the Eid Dinner buffet will be 
distinguished by its numerous 
and fresh options, which will 
include soups, cold and hot 
appetizers, an assortment of 
oriental and western culinary 

options, and a grand finale fea-
turing various types of sweets 
and juices. the buffet will be 
available from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Friday, July 8, and will 
continue for the three days of 
Eid.

Al najada Hotel strives to 
enhance the guest experience 
on all levels, whether through 
the exclusive stay offer or the 

distinct flavors offered by Al 
Baraha restaurant during the 
Eid dinner buffet. Further-
more, the hotel’s world-class 
facilities, particularly the fit-
ness club and the outdoor tem-
perature-controlled swimming 
pool, will undoubtedly live up 
to guests’ expectations.

Call +974 4470 4444 for 
reservations and inquiries.

Take a break at City Centre Rotana Doha this summer
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

City Centre Rotana Doha, a 
leading contemporary 5-star 
hotel, is ready to welcome 
guests with enticing Eid Al-
Adha offers for an unforgetta-
ble summer.

the Eid Al-Adha stayca-
tion package is ideal for a re-
laxing summer getaway. Valid 
until September 4, guests can 

relax in the hotel’s spacious 
apartments, suites, or rooms 
with views of West Bay or the 
Corniche and receive 20% off 
the lowest public room rate, a 
complimentary extra bed for 
family stays, free dining for 
children under 6, and half-
price dining for children under 
12. Furthermore, access to the 
hotel’s extensive dining op-
tions, as well as the facilities 
at Bodylines Fitness & Well-

ness Club, which includes a 
gym, temperature-controlled 
outdoor pool, jacuzzi, steam, 
sauna rooms, and spa, will 
enhance the staycation experi-
ence.

“the City Centre Rotana 
Doha is pleased to welcome 
guests for a fun-filled summer 
and to celebrate the joyous oc-
casion of Eid al-Adha.  With 
our extensive choice of cui-
sines, state-of-the-art ameni-

ties, and prime location, guests 
will create memorable mo-
ments,” said the hotel’s gen-
eral Manager, Martin Kendall.

on the 10 and 12 of July, 
the hotel will celebrate the joy-
ous Eid al-Adha at olive oil 
with a special menu featuring 
traditional Arabic and interna-
tional cuisines for lunch, avail-
able from 12:30 to 3:00pm, 
and dinner, available from 
6:30 to 10:30pm.

QCS, QRCS launch liver
cancer awareness drive
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QAtAR Cancer Society (QCS), 
in cooperation with Qatar 
Red Crescent Society (QRCS), 
launched a campaign titled 
‘Protect yourself’ to raise 
awareness of liver cancer, ear-
ly detection of the disease and 
the measures to prevent it. 
the campaign is part of mark-
ing July as the global aware-
ness month of liver cancer.

As part of the campaign, 
a series of awareness post-
ers and videos have been 
launched on QCS’ electronic 
platforms. QCS also organised 
a series of awareness-rais-
ing workshops and lectures, 
targeting workers, to raise 
awareness among them of 
liver cancer.

Dr Hadi Mohamad Abu 
Rasheed, head of Professional 
Development and Scientific 
Research Department at QCS, 
said, “According to the Qa-
tar national Cancer Registry 
2018 (QnCR) of the Ministry 
of Public Health, liver cancer 
is the sixth most diagnosed 
cancer among males from all 
nationalities in Qatar, and 
there were 74 newly diag-
nosed cases of liver cancer in 
Qatar. As much as 82 percent 
of these cases were males and 

18 percent were females. 73 
percent of liver cancer cases in 
Qatar were among non-Qatari 
people, while 27 percent were 
Qatari.” He pointed out that 

people in the age group of 50-
54 years were at the highest 
risk of developing liver cancer.

the risk factors of liver 
cancer include age, viral hepa-

titis B&C, alcohol consump-
tion, obesity and use of tobac-
co products.

He said: “People with type 
2 diabetes tend to be over-
weight or obese, which can 
lead to health problems relat-
ed to liver. Exposure to chem-
icals related to occupation is 
another risk factor.”

He stressed the impor-
tance of early detection of the 
disease as it is often hard to 
detect liver cancer early be-
cause the signs and symptoms 
usually do not appear in the 
early stages.

“the prevention meas-
ures of the disease include 
avoiding smoking and alcohol 
consumption, maintaining 
healthy body weight, being 
physically active, preventing 
infection with hepatitis B&C, 
getting regular medical check-
ups, and avoid exposure to 
toxic chemicals,” He said.

Dr Ahmed Deeb idlaby, 
head of Health Education in 
the Medical Affairs Sector of 
QRCS, said, “to strengthen 
the community partnership 
between  QRCS and  QCS, 
awareness activities have 
been carried out for workers 
at health centres run by QRCS 
with the support of the Minis-
try of Public Health, to raise 
awareness about liver cancer.”

talabat and QRCS in-app donations 
partnership raises over QR600,000
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

tALABAt, the region’s lead-
ing local tech platform deliv-
ering food and q-commerce 
solutions, and the Red Cres-
cent Society have announced 
a partnership for in-app do-
nations as part of talabat’s 
#techForgood initiative.

over the first three 
months of collaboration, 
talabat raised more than 
QR600,000 in charity, in-
cluding QR370,000 during 
the Holy Month of Ramadan 
alone, to support various 
humanitarian initiatives led 
by QRCS, such as the provi-
sion of water, shelter, food, 
livelihood etc. Additionally, 
customers were given the op-

portunity to donate to many 
special projects, such as Ram-
adan iftar and Zakat Al-Fitr 
during Ramadan.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Francisco 
Miguel de Sousa, managing 
director at talabat Qatar, said: 
“We are thrilled to have add-

ed Qatar Red Crescent Society 
on our platform and provided 
our community with a chance 
to further give back to those 
in need. 

“As part of our #tech-
Forgood initiatives, we are 
committed to supporting in-
dividuals and families in the 

country and across the world 
and provide our custom-
ers with a platform through 
which they can easily donate 
to charitable organizations.”

Faisal Mohamed Al Ema-
di, CEo of QRCS, stated, “i 
would like to thank talabat 
for being so collaborative 
in integrating fundraising 
into their mobile app, which 
will translate into more aid 
for vulnerable people both 
in Qatar and beyond. their 
strategy of corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) is ex-
emplary, and we hope to go 
yet farther together with our 
partnership.”

Customers can donate to 
Qatar Red Crescent on the 
talabat app throughout the 
year.

Em Sherif luxury dining Café opens its doors in Doha
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

EM Sherif Café, the all-day 
dining luxury café concept 
of acclaimed restauranteur 
Mireille Hayek, on Wednes-
day opened the doors to first 
location in Qatar at the Mil-
lennium Hotel in Al Sadd, 
Doha.

Serving an exquisite “a 
la carte” menu of tradition-
al Lebanese delicacies and 
sumptuous bites, Em Sherif 
Café offers an invitation for 
the senses to rediscover culi-
nary traditions under a new 
light, in a welcoming setting 
that remains true to Em Sher-
if’s renowned Levantine hos-
pitality and warmth.

With its walls delicately 
decorated with elegant sil-
houettes of oriental vases and 
botanical accents, in addition 
to comfortable earthy furnish-
ings and marble tabletops, the 

restaurant is conceptualised 
and designed to transport 
visitors to a forgotten oriental 
dream far away from the hus-
tle and bustle of daily life.

guests can enjoy an unri-
valled dining experience and 
discover authentic Lebanese 
gastronomic delights. the res-
taurant offers an incredibly 
diverse menu that ensures the 

creative fusion of regional cui-
sines while maintaining the 
highest standards of food ser-
vice quality.

Renowned for its truly 
distinctive Lebanese cuisine 
with a twist and distinctive 
plating, Em Sherif Café is set 
to mesmerise the palates with 
authentic flavours from the 
Middle East. All ingredients 

are chosen with a personal 
touch, from the fresh produce 
to the succulent meats, to sur-
prise and delight guests with 
innovative dishes.

the menu features an ex-
tensive selection of salads, cold 
and hot mezze with signature 
delicacies including kebbeh 
nayeh, bokjat jebneh (cheese 
pie) and makanek (lebanese 
sausages in pomegranate mo-
lasses), as well as a variety of 
options suitable for vegetar-
ians such as fattet batenjen, 
a classic Lebanese eggplant 
dish, lentil salad and batata 
harra (spicy potatoes). the Em 
Sherif Café menu also includes 
a daily dish, mains and sand-
wiches as well as a wide selec-
tion of grilled meats including 
beef skewers, lamb chops, keb-
beh and more.

Em Sherif, a landmark in 
authentic oriental cuisine and 
a finalist in the first ever ME-
nA’s 50 Best Restaurants list, 

is the passion project of entre-
preneur Mireille Hayek, who 
seeks to reinvent traditional 
Arabic recipes and transform 
them into something new and 
unforgettable to give her cus-
tomers an unparalleled first-
class dining experience. 

Since the opening of the 
first Em Sherif Restaurant 
in Beirut in 2011, the group 
has expanded to include two 
more concepts, including Em 
Sherif Café, an all-day din-
ing elegant Lebanese café and 
Em Sherif Sea Café, a seafood 
concept with a beef bar corner 
created by Mireille as an hom-
age to Lebanon’s historic ties 
to the Mediterranean world. 
Em Sherif Café, which is cur-
rently open in eight locations 
in Lebanon, uAE, Kuwait, Qa-
tar, KSA and Egypt, will soon 
be announcing new launches 
including KSA (2nd outlet), 
Baghdad, irbil, Bahrain, 
oman & Jordan.
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China launched a scathing 
attack on the U.S. and naTO 
on Wednesday, days before a 
meeting between U.S. Secre-
tary of State antony Blinken 
and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Zhao Lijian’s com-
ments underscore the increas-
ingly fractious relationship, 
along with China’s increasing-
ly confrontational approach to 
foreign relations that heatedly 
rejects criticism.

at last week’s naTO sum-

mit in Spain, Blinken accused 
China of “seeking to under-
mine the rules-based interna-
tional order.” 

in his comments Wednes-
day, Zhao said the “so-called 
rules-based international or-
der is actually a family rule 
made by a handful of countries 
to serve the U.S. self-interest.” 
Washington “observes inter-
national rules only as it sees 
fit,” he said, adding that naTO 
“must renounce its blind faith 
in military might.” 

U.S.-China relations are 
dominated by disputes over 
issues from trade and human 

rights to Taiwan and Beijing’s 
territorial claims in the South 
China Sea.

Meanwhile, China has re-
fused to condemn Russia’s 
four-month-long war against 
Ukraine, criticized sanctions 
brought against Moscow by 
naTO members and accused 
Washington and its allies of 
provoking the conflict.

Russia and China have 
strengthened political, eco-
nomic and military ties, while 
aligning their foreign policies 
to oppose the influence of lib-
eral democracies. 

Weeks before Russia’s Feb-
ruary invasion, Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping hosted his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin 
for a meeting at which they 
pledged a partnership that 
had “no limits.” at its summit, 
naTO for the first time singled 
out China as one of its strategic 
priorities for the next decade.

“China is substantially 
building up its military forces, 

including nuclear weapons, 
bullying its neighbors, threat-
ening Taiwan … monitoring 
and controlling its own citizens 
through advanced technology, 
and spreading Russian lies and 
disinformation,” Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said 
after presenting naTO’s 10-
year Strategic Concept.

in his comments at 
Wednesday’s daily briefing, 
Zhao said the U.S. “has been 
working closely with naTO 
to hype up competition with 
China and stoke group con-
frontation.” 

“The history of naTO is 

the one about creating con-
flicts and waging wars … ar-
bitrarily launching wars and 
killing innocent civilians, even 
to this day,” Zhao said. 

“Facts have proven that it 
is not China that poses a sys-
temic challenge to naTO, and 
instead it is naTO that brings 
a looming systemic challenge 
to world peace and security.” 

Blinken is expected to 
meet with Wang on Saturday 
at a meeting of foreign min-
isters from the Group of 20 
leading rich and developing 
nations on the indonesian is-
land of Bali.

Ahead of G-20 ministers’ meeting, China slams US, NATO

More than 600 prisoners 
escape from Nigeria jail

dpA 
AbujA

MORe than 600 prisoners 
were freed from a jail in the 
nigerian capital of abuja, in-
cluding 64 members of terror-
ist group Boko haram, follow-
ing an attack by gunmen, an 
official said on Wednesday.

Gunmen detonated three 
bombs on Tuesday night be-
fore gaining access to the 
prison, according to Defence 
Minister Bashir Magashi.

Magashi said there were 
about 64 Boko haram mem-
bers “in the prison and none 

of them now is available, they 
have all escaped.” he said the 
attackers were probably Boko 
haram fighters themselves.

The terrorist group has re-
peatedly attacked prisons in 
the past to free members who 
have been jailed. 

hundreds of suspected 
Boko haram members es-
caped in an attack on a mili-
tary base in Maiduguri in 
2014.

The terror group has been 
active in nigeria for more than 
a decade, seeking to impose a 
strict interpretation of islamic 
law, especially in the north.

Agencies 

WORLD hunger levels rose 
again last year after soaring 
in 2020 due to the COViD-19 
pandemic, and the Ukraine 
war coupled with climate 
change now threaten starva-
tion and mass migration on 
an “unprecedented scale” this 
year, according to Un agencies.

Up to 828 million people, 
or nearly 10 percent of the 
world’s population, were af-
fected by hunger last year, 46 
million more than in 2020 
and 150 million more than 
in 2019, agencies including 
the Food and agriculture Or-
ganization, World Food Pro-
gramme, and World health 
Organisation said on Wednes-
day in the 2022 edition of the 
Un food security and nutri-
tion report.

World hunger levels 
had remained relatively un-
changed between 2015 and 
2019.

“There is a real danger 
these numbers will climb even 
higher in the months ahead,” 
said WFP executive Director 
David Beasley, adding that 
price spikes in food, fuel and 
fertilisers stemming from the 
Russia-Ukraine war threaten 
to push countries into famine.

“The result will be global 
destabilisation, starvation, 
and mass migration on an un-
precedented scale. We have to 
act today to avert this looming 
catastrophe,” he added.

Russia and Ukraine are 
the world’s third and fourth-
largest grains exporters, re-
spectively, while Russia is 
also a key fuel and fertiliser 
exporter.

The war has disrupted 
their exports, pushed world 

food prices to record levels 
and triggered protests in de-
veloping countries already 
contending with elevated food 
prices due to COViD-19-relat-
ed supply chain disruptions.

al Jazeera’s diplomatic 
correspondent James Bays, 
reporting from the United na-
tions in new York, said the 
report’s findings make for a 
“very, very grim situation” 
globally.

The Covid 19 pandemic, 
armed conflicts around the 
world, and climate change 
have combined to create an 
unprecedented situation for 
the most vulnerable, Bays 
said.

“Some of it is about fund-
ing and clearly the Un doesn’t 
have the money to solve this 
problem,” he said.

“in fact, the World Food 
Programme’s had to cut back 
on some of the supplies it 
sends to people, and food sup-
plies it gives to people, in some 
of the countries where people 
are the most needy. You’ve got 
to look, i think, to the richest 
countries of the world.” 

Gender gap and food inse-
curity The Un report warned of 

“potentially sobering” implica-
tions for food security and nu-
trition as conflict, climate ex-
tremes, economic shocks and 
inequalities keep intensifying.

it estimated that globally 
in 2020, 22 percent of chil-
dren under five years old were 
stunted while 6.7 percent or 
45 million suffered from wast-
ing, a deadly form of malnu-
trition that increases the risk 
of death by up to 12 times.

The gender gap in food 
insecurity, which grew during 
the COViD-19 pandemic, wid-
ened even further from 2020 
to 2021, the report said.

Driven largely by widening 
differences in Latin america 
and the Caribbean, as well as 
in asia, it said that “in 2021, 
31.9 percent of women in the 
world were moderately or 

severely food insecure com-
pared to 27.6 percent of men”.

Calling for an overhaul of 
agricultural policies, the report 
said the global food and agri-
culture sector received almost 
$630bn a year in support that 
often distorted market prices, 
did not reach small-scale farm-
ers, hurt the environment, and 
did not promote nutritious 
food production.

Such supports include 
subsidies that mostly target 
calorie-rich staple foods like 
cereals, sugar, meat and dairy 
at the expense of healthier, 
nutritious foods such as fruits, 
vegetables, pulses and seeds.

“every year, 11 million 
people die due to unhealthy 
diets. Rising food prices mean 
this will only get worse,” WhO 
Director-General Tedros adh-
anom Ghebreyesus said.

“WhO supports coun-
tries’ efforts to improve food 
systems through taxing un-
healthy foods, subsidising 
healthy options, protecting 
children from harmful mar-
keting, and ensuring clear nu-
trition labels,” he added.

The five agency heads said 
evidence shows that if govern-
ments redirect their resources 
to prioritise consumers of 
food and give incentives for 
producing and supplying nu-
tritious foods “they will help 
make healthy diets less costly 
and more affordable for all”.

The report said a key rec-
ommendation “is that govern-
ments start rethinking how 
they can reallocate their exist-
ing public budgets to make 
them more cost-effective and 
efficient in reducing the cost of 
nutritious foods and increasing 
the availability and affordabil-
ity of healthy diets”.

World hunger levels rise as 
UN warns of ‘catastrophe’

Children wade through a flooded area after a monsoon rainfall in Quetta on Tuesday. (AFP)

828 mn hungry
Up to 828 million people, 
or nearly 10 percent of the 
world’s population, were 
affected by hunger last 
year, 46 million more than 
in 2020 and 150 million 
more than in 2019

Agencies 

PaLeSTinian authority 
(Pa) President Mahmoud 
abbas has met publicly 
with ismail haniya, the 
political chief of his po-
litical rival hamas, for the 
first time in more than five 
years.

The meeting was held 
late on Tuesday in alge-
ria’s capital, algiers, on the 
sidelines of the country’s 
60th anniversary of inde-
pendence, with algerian 
President abdelmadjid 
Tebboune in attendance.

algerian state televi-
sion aired footage of the 
meeting, describing it as 
“historic”.

no details of the con-
versation between abbas 
and haniya were released.

algerian and Palestini-
an media outlets published 
photos of the pair shaking 
hands presided over by 
Tebboune.

hamas has been the de-
facto ruler in the besieged 
Gaza Strip since 2007, a 
year after it defeated Fatah 
in parliamentary elections.

Fatah was driven out of 
the Strip as it attempted to 
replace the hamas-led gov-
ernment, which resulted 
in several weeks of violent 
fighting. hamas has ruled 
the besieged enclave since 
then, while Fatah has been 
in power in the israeli-oc-
cupied West Bank.

Many efforts have failed 
to end the rift between the 
two rival movements.

haniya and abbas last 
met face-to-face in October 
2016 in the Qatari capital 
Doha during the last big 
effort to reconcile the two 
parties.

The Pa’s delegation to 
algeria included represent-
atives from the intelligence 
services and the judiciary.

in the past few months, 
algeria has hosted several 
Palestinian delegations in 
an attempt to revive intra-
Palestinian reconciliation.

as the israeli occupa-
tion continues, many Pal-
estinians are increasingly 
frustrated with their po-
litical leadership, includ-
ing the lack of a united re-
sponse from their leaders.

PA’s Abbas meets 
Hamas’ Haniya for 
first time in years

From left, Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas shaking hands 
with Algerian President Abdelmajid Tebboune and with Pales-
tinian Hamas movement’s leader Ismail Haniyeh in Algiers on 
Wednesday. (AFP)

S African president decries 
deaths of 21 teens in tavern

Agencies 

The deaths of 21 teenagers in 
a nightclub tragedy is a crime 
and South african officials 
must increase steps to prevent 
alcohol from being illegally 
sold to youths, South african 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said Wednesday.

“We do not know yet exact-
ly what killed our children. But 
we do know that the law was 
broken that night, and prob-
ably many nights before then,” 
Ramaphosa said to more than 
a thousand mourners at the 
funeral in east London for the 
young people who died at a tav-
ern nearly two weeks ago.

“We are losing our future 
generation to the scourge of 
underage drinking,” the presi-
dent said, urging police to de-
termine the exact cause of their 
deaths and calling on officials 
to stop youngsters from being 
permitted access to bars.

“Blame must be laid at the 
feet of those who are making 
money off the dreams and lives 
of the young people of South 
africa by breaking the law and 
selling them alcohol,” he said.

Two rows of caskets in front 

of Ramaphosa symbolized the 
young lives lost.

“Today we shed bitter tears 
for the 21 young people that 
have died in this tragedy,” 
Ramaphosa said. 

“These children should not 
have died. Their deaths could 
have been prevented had the 
law been adhered to.” 

Mournful hymns were sung 
by a large choir as the 19 cof-
fins were carried into a large 
tent where the service was held 
in east London’s Scenery Park 
township. Two families held 
private burials and the service 
organizers said the caskets on 

display were empty, in respect 
of the wishes of some families. 

The children are to be bur-
ied in various cemeteries later 
Wednesday and in the coming 
days, they said.

The tent was filled to ca-
pacity so many mourners sat 
outside. it’s still not known 
what caused the deaths of the 
children, one as young as 13, 
whose bodies were found in the 
enyobeni tavern. 

They were under the legal 
drinking age of 18 in South af-
rica, said officials. Pathologists 
are studying the cause of death 
from blood samples. 

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (centre) during a symbolic 
mass memorial service in East London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
in Manila on Tuesday. (AFP)

Blinken is expected to 
meet with Wang on 
Saturday at a meeting of 
foreign ministers from the 
Group of 20 leading rich 
and developing nations on 
the Indonesian island of 
Bali

The hands of recaptured inmates are seen inside a prison vehicle in 
Abuja, Nigeria on Wednesday. (AFP)

‘Fourth wave’: Dozens 
die of COVID in last  
5 days in Bangladesh

Agencies 

aT least 32 people have died 
of the coronavirus disease in 
Bangladesh in the first five days 
of July, data compiled by al Ja-
zeera shows, as the country re-
ports a sharp rise in infections 
which experts say is due to a 
new sub-variant of the virus.

The South asian nation re-
ported nearly 2,000 new cases 
and seven of those COViD-re-
lated deaths on Tuesday, with 
the trend showing a positivity 
rate of 16.74 percent, according 
to a daily bulletin issued by the 
Directorate General of health 
Services (DGhS).

The latest figures took the 
country’s total deaths to 29,181, 
while the total caseload mount-
ed to about two million since 
the pandemic struck in early 
2020. Only a month ago, Bang-
ladesh detected just 43 new 
cases with a daily positivity rate 
of less than one percent.

experts fear it could be the 
arrival of a fourth wave of the 
coronavirus in Bangladesh, 
saying a new sub-variant of the 
deadly Omicron variant is re-

sponsible for the spike in cases.
a study conducted by the 

international Centre for Di-
arrhoeal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh (icddr,b) found 
the sub-variant Ba.5 is spread-
ing rapidly in the country. The 
sub-variants are classified as 
variants of concern by the eu-
ropean Centre for Disease Pre-
vention and Control (eCDC).

“The recent countrywide 
upsurge of COViD-19 cases 
as well as hospitalisation war-
rants continuation of public 
health and social measures,” 
the icddr,b said in a statement.

in six weeks – between May 
14 and June 24 – Omicron Ba.5 
“became the most predominant 
subvariant,” said the statement.

“During this period, 51 out 
of 52 COViD-19 positive cases 
were identified as Ba.5 sub-
variants and one Ba.2 by using 
complete genome sequencing,” 
it added.

To curb the spread of the 
virus, the Bangladesh govern-
ment on June 28 instructed its 
officials to enforce a “no mask, 
no service” policy in all offices 
and public places.
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dpa
London

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson defied calls to resign 
despite a fresh wave of minis-
terial resignations, a scathing 
attack by former Cabinet min-
ister sajid Javid and signs that 
support on the Conservative 
backbenches is ebbing away.

At Prime Minister’s Ques-
tions, Johnson said the “co-
lossal mandate” he had been 
handed by voters in 2019 
means he should keep going 
despite the “difficult circum-
stances” he faces.

his appearance in the 
Commons came as six more 
Government ministers and 
two ministerial aides quit on 
Wednesday, following the exit 
of senior figures including 
chancellor of the exchequer ri-
shi sunak and Javid the night 
before.

Conservative tim 
Loughton asked Johnson in 
the Commons if there are “any 
circumstances” in which he 
should resign.

the prime minister replied: 
“Clearly if there were circum-
stances in which i felt it was 
impossible for the Government 
to go on and discharge the 
mandate that we have been giv-
en or if i felt, for instance, that 
we were being frustrated in our 
desire to support the Ukrainian 
people ... then i would.

“But frankly the job of a 
prime minister in difficult cir-
cumstances when he has been 
handed a colossal mandate is 
to keep going, and that’s what 
i’m going to do.” 

But Conservative MP Gary 
sambrook told Johnson di-
rectly: “there is nothing left 
for him but to take responsibil-

ity and resign,” while former 
Cabinet minister David Davis 
called on the PM to “put the in-
terests of the nation before his 
own interests.” 

Johnson’s appearance 
in the Commons came as six 
ministers - Will Quince, robin 
Walker, John Glen, Victoria 
Atkins, Jo Churchill and stuart 
Andrew - quit. Later, ministers 
Kemi Badenoch, Julia Lopez, 
Mims Davies, Lee rowley, Neil 
O’Brien and Alex Burghart also 
announced they were resign-
ing.

the prime minister stayed 
in the Commons chamber as 
former health secretary Javid 

set out the reasons for his 
resignation, saying Johnson 
was not going to change and 
“enough is enough.” Javid 
said: “treading the tightrope 
between loyalty and integrity 

has become impossible in re-
cent months.

“i will never risk losing 
my integrity.” he said “the 
problem starts at the top and 
i believe that is not going to 
change.” in a message to Cabi-
net ministers who decided not 
to quit, he said: “Not doing 
something is an active deci-
sion.

“i’m deeply concerned 
about how the next generation 
will see the Conservative Party 
on our current course.

“it is incumbent on all of us 
to set high standards for our-
selves and to take action when 
they are not met by others.” 

in ministerial resigna-
tions on Wednesday: Former 
schools minister Walker told 
the prime minister the “great 
achievements” of the govern-
ment have become “overshad-
owed by mistakes and ques-
tions about integrity.” 

Ex-children and families 
minister Quince said he could 
not accept being sent out to de-
fend the Prime Minister on tel-
evision with inaccurate infor-
mation over the Chris Pincher 
row.

Glen told the prime minis-
ter he could not reconcile stay-
ing in his treasury job with 
“the complete lack of confi-
dence i have in your continu-
ing leadership of our country.” 

Former justice minister 
Atkins told Johnson: “i can no 
longer pirouette around our 
fractured values. We can and 
must do better than this.” 

Churchill quit her role 
as an environment minister, 
saying: “recent events have 
shown integrity, competence, 
and judgement are all essential 
to the role of prime minister, 
while a jocular self-serving 
approach is bound to have its 
limitations.” 

Andrew quit as housing 
minister, telling the prime 
minister: “Our party, particu-
larly our members and more 
importantly our great country, 
deserve better.” Laura trott, 
Felicity Buchan, selaine saxby, 
Claire Coutinho and David 
Johnston resigned as ministe-
rial aides.

A total of 21 MPs have re-
signed their positions as min-
isters, parliamentary private 
secretaries, trade envoys or 
Conservative party vice-chair 
since 6 pm (1700 GMt) on 
tuesday.

Johnson battles to retain grip 
on power as support drifts away

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson in London on Wednesday. (afp)

Alleged July 4 shooter charged 
with seven counts of murder

dpa 
ChiCago

PrOsECUtOrs on tuesday 
filed charges against the man 
suspected of firing upon crowds 
gathered for a Fourth of July 
parade in highland Park on 
Monday morning, killing at 
least seven people and injuring 
more than 30.

robert “Bobby” E. Crimo 
iii, 21, is charged with seven 
counts first-degree murder in 
what Lake County state’s At-
torney Eric rinehart called a 
“premeditated and calculated 
attack.” he was apprehended 
late Monday afternoon after an 
hours-long manhunt involving 
more than 100 law enforce-
ment agencies.

rinehart said he anticipates 
dozens more charges.

Details about the attack and 
the background of the alleged 
shooter emerged throughout 
the day tuesday, as the high-
land Park community began 
grieving the losses.

Crimo planned the attack 
for weeks, police and prosecu-
tors allege, then climbed a fire 

escape ladder to the roof of a 
building and fired as the in-
dependence Day parade was 
in full swing. he dressed as a 
woman in order to evade detec-
tion, according to Chris Covelli, 
a spokesperson with the Lake 
County Major Crimes task 
Force.

After firing dozens of shots, 
Crimo exited the roof, dropped 
the rifle, slipped into the crowd 
and went to his mother’s house, 
Covelli said. the gun that was 
used in the attack was pur-
chased legally in illinois by 
Crimo, authorities said.

Authorities at an earlier 
news briefing detailed two 
prior instances when police 
were called to the home of the 
suspect, including one in which 

Crimo threatened to “kill eve-
ryone.” in september 2019, 
family members reported that 
Crimo threatened to kill every-
one and that he had a collection 
of knives, Covelli said.

highland Park police re-
sponded to the home and re-
moved 16 knives, a dagger and 
a sword from the home. Police 
notified illinois state Police of 
the matter, but otherwise didn’t 
have probable cause to make an 
arrest, authorities said.

An illinois state Police 
spokesperson said that at that 
time, Crimo did not have a 
firearm owner’s identification 
card, required for the purchase 
of firearms, to revoke or review.

Earlier, in April 2019, police 
were called because Crimo had 
attempted suicide about a week 
earlier. Officers determined 
that the matter was being han-
dled by mental health profes-
sionals.

investigators haven’t deter-
mined a motive, though Covelli 
said investigators have been in 
“in discussions” with Crimo. No 
one else appears to have been 
involved in the shooting.

dpa
Kiev 

UKrAiNE’s military on 
Wednesday reported that it 
had repelled a russian attack 
in the Donbass region of east-
ern Ukraine overnight, amid 
ongoing fighting around Kiev’s 
military headquarters in the 
area.

Ukrainian forces “inflicted 
significant losses on the en-
emy” during an attempted 
offensive around Verkhnoka-
mianske, Bilohorivka and 
hryhorivka, and russian forc-
es retreated, the Ukrainian 
military’s general staff said.

the three small settlements 
are 10 to 15 kilometres west of 

Lysychansk, a Ukrainian city 
captured by russian forces at 
the weekend.

in the Bakhmut area to the 
south, Ukrainian forces also 
reportedly managed to halt a 
russian advance and inflict 
losses.

the information cannot be 
independently verified.

the Ukrainian army has 
built a new defensive wall along 
the line of three small towns - 
siversk, soledar and Bakhmut 
- after the twin cities of severo-
donetsk and Lysychansk fell.

the aim is to stop russia’s 
offensive from the east on the 
sloviansk-Kramatorsk indus-
trial area, which is Ukraine’s 
military headquarters in the 

Donbass. Fighting is currently 
under way around its front 
lines.

Meanwhile, the russian 
military said it had destroyed 
two Us-made high Mobil-
ity Artillery rocket system 
(hiMArs) missile launchers 
near the village of Malotarano-
vi, according to russian De-
fence Ministry spokesperson 
igor Konashenkov.

russian forces also de-
stroyed a large artillery am-
munition depot near the front 
line Ukrainian town of soledar, 
Konashenkov said.

in the process, 1,500 artil-
lery shells of various calibres 
and more than 100 anti-tank 
missiles of “foreign produc-

tion” were blown up, he said.
this information can also 

not be independently verified.

Elsewhere, G20 foreign 
ministers were gearing up to 
meet in Bali from thursday, 

in what is seen as an impor-
tant test regarding potential 
participation of russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin himself at 
a G20 summit later this year, 
also in indonesia.

russian Foreign Minister 
sergei Lavrov is planning to 
meet a number of his counter-
parts for bilateral talks, he told 
russian news agency tAss on 
Wednesday during a visit in Vi-
etnam.

Us secretary of state An-
tony Blinken has already de-
clined a meeting with Lavrov. 
Numerous politicians have 
criticized Lavrov’s participa-
tion in the summit on account 
of the ongoing russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Kiev reports significant losses for Russian troops in Donbass
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A university building is destroyed by a Russian missile in Kharkiv on 
Wednesday. (afp)

Kamala Harris calls for federal 
ban on assault weapons

dpa
ChiCago

LEss than 36 hours after a 
shooter opened fire at the 
Fourth of July parade in high-
land Park, killing seven peo-
ple, Vice President Kamala 
harris arrived in the north 
suburb on tuesday evening 
calling for federal action on 
assault weapons.

“We’ve got to be smarter as 
a country in terms of who has 
access to what, in particular 
assault weapons,” said harris, 
who was joined by highland 
Park Mayor Nancy rotering 
and other Democratic politi-
cians.

“And we’ve got to take this 
stuff seriously. the whole na-
tion should understand and 
have a level of empathy to un-
derstand that this could hap-
pen anywhere in any peace-lov-
ing community. And we should 
stand together and speak out 
about why it’s got to stop.” Ear-
lier in the day, harris called for 
reinstituting a national assault 
weapon ban.

“We have more to do. We 
have more to do. Congress 

needs to have the courage to act 
and renew the assault weapons 
ban,” harris told a group of 
educators at the National Edu-
cation Association conference 
at McCormick Place in Chi-
cago. “We need reasonable gun 
safety laws.

And we need to have Con-
gress stop protecting those 
gun manufacturers with the li-
ability shield. repeal it. repeal 
it.” A few hours later, in a short 
speech given in the heart of 
highland Park, harris offered 
condolences from President 
Joe Biden.

“You know that you have a 

whole nation that cares deeply 
about you, and stands with 
you. this is an incredibly tight 
community. i know that,” har-
ris said. 

“And this person will be 
brought to justice, but it’s not 
going to undo what happened. 
And we’re here for you and we 
stand with you.” 

Just hours before har-
ris visited highland Park, il-
linois Governor J.B. Pritzker 
advocated for a state-level ban 
on assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines while also 
calling for similar action on a 
federal level.

Activists slam 
‘outrageous’ 
green label for 
gas, nuclear

dpa
StraSbourg, franCe

thE European Parliament’s 
backing of a proposal to label 
investments in gas and nuclear 
energy as sustainable has trig-
gered a wave of condemnation 
among environmentalists and 
opponents.

the proposal, part of the 
EU’s guidebook for sustainable 
financing called “taxonomy,” is 
intended to channel private in-
vestments to help the European 
Union meet its 2050 climate 
goal of “net zero” greenhouse 
gas emissions.

A major bid across the EU 
parliament to block the proposal 
failed to achieve the 353 votes 
necessary, with just 328 EU law-
makers voting against it.

the new rules will automati-
cally apply from 2023 unless a 
qualified majority of EU mem-
ber states decides to reject them.

“Outrageous,” the World 
Wide Fund For Nature 
(WWF) said on twitter, pub-
lishing a graphic of a power 
plant billowing smoke.

the decision “risks chan-
neling billions of euros of in-
vestments into these harmful 
energy sources and away from 
genuinely sustainable renew-
able energies, such as wind and 
solar power,” the accompanying 
WWF press release said.

the vote is “greenwashing 
at its best, coming from those 
who aspire to be the world’s 
first climate-neutral continent,” 
according to Mathilde Crêpy, a 
campaigner with the Environ-
mental Coalition on standards 
(ECOs), an environmental 
group.

“Gas plants will now be able 
to receive money, labelled as 
green, that could be otherwise 
destined for renewable energy, 
such as wind or solar,” she add-
ed.

“this will delay a desperate-
ly needed real sustainable tran-
sition,” climate activist Greta 
thunberg said on twitter.

US Vice President Kamala Harris in Highland Park on Tuesday. (afp)

Biden pledges  
help to wife of 
basketball player 
jailed in Russia

dpa
MoSCow

Us President Joe Biden has 
promised the wife of basket-
ball player Brittney Griner, 
who has been imprisoned in 
Moscow, that he will try to 
secure the Olympic cham-
pion’s release as soon as 
possible.

in a telephone call, he 
offered Cherelle Griner his 
support and promised that 
the Us government would 
exhaust all possibilities 
to bring Griner home, the 
White house announced on 
Wednesday.

Biden also read Griner a 
draft of a letter he will send 
to Brittney Griner.

Us Vice President Ka-
mala harris also took part 
in the conversation.

russia has defended the 
arrest of Griner, who’s cur-
rently on trial for alleged 
drug possession, while also 
alluding to the possibility of 
granting her amnesty.

“Attempts to portray 
the case as if the American 
woman was unlawfully ar-
rested do not stand up to 
criticism,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Alexei Zaitsev 
said in Moscow on Wednes-
day. “the law was broken.” 
he said the 31-year-old ath-
lete was accused of a “seri-
ous breach of the law,” for 
which she could be punished 
with up to 10 years in prison.

At the same time, the 
diplomat said that after a 
conviction, Griner was free 
to appeal the judge’s deci-
sion or to write a petition 
for clemency. in russia, 

anyone who applies for a 
pardon from the russian 
president must also admit 
their guilt.

Griner was arrested at a 
Moscow airport on Febru-
ary 17 after being accused 
of having cannabis oil in 
her luggage. the two-time 
Olympic champion and 
star of the Phoenix Mercury 
WNBA team plays in russia 

in the Us off-season.
she has been remanded 

in custody for four and a 
half months, which has just 
been extended until Decem-
ber 20. her trial started last 
Friday. Us officials have 
said her arrest was political-
ly motivated amid a deterio-
ration in relations between 
Moscow and Washington 
following russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

At the start of the trial, 
Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov rejected ac-
cusations that Griner’s trial 
was politically motivated.

US WNBA basketball super-
star Brittney Griner arrives to 
a hearing at the Khimki Court, 
outside Moscow recently. (afp)

Keep going
at prime Minister’s 
Questions, Johnson said 
the “colossal mandate” he 
had been handed by voters 
in 2019 means he should 
keep going despite the 
“difficult circumstances” he 
faces

Robert Crimo III



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Islamic Bank 
(QIB) has announced that all 
but five of its branches will be 
closed during the Eid Al-Adha 
holiday. 

Effective from the second 
day of Eid, QIB will be provid-
ing customers with withdraw-
als and deposits services in 
the following mall branches: 
Al Gharafa (Qmall), Dar Al 
Salam, Doha Festival City, 
City Center and Mall of Qatar. 

All branches will stay shut 
on the first day on Saturday. 
From Sunday, the selected 

branches will be open from 9 
am to 2:30 pm for the morn-
ing shift, and from 3:30 pm to 
9 pm for the evening shift.

All branches will resume 
normal hours from Wednes-
day, after the end of Eid.

To make Eid Al-Adha a 
memorable experience and 
share the joy with friends 
and family members, QIB 
customers can gift Eidiya us-
ing E-cash, mPay, or Hadi-
yati Gift Cards through the 
QIB Mobile App. In addition, 
customers can gift their loved 
ones a Hadiyati card by re-
deeming their Absher points.

QIB’s digital platforms 

will remain available at all 
times (24/7). All retail and 
corporate customers are 
encouraged to use QIB’s 
award-winning Mobile App, 

Internet banking, Call Center 
44448444, the virtual as-
sistant “Zaki”, and over 170 
ATMs and Cash Deposit 
machines spread across the 

country.
With more than 140 fea-

tures on the award-winning 
QIB Mobile App, customers 
can fulfil most of their bank-

ing needs digitally at any time 
during Eid. From requesting 
a new card to managing ac-
counts and transferring mon-
ey locally and internationally, 
the QIB Mobile App offers 
customers the most conveni-
ent, fast, secure, and simple 
way.  

More recently, QIB has 
unveiled a new look and 
structure of its QIB Corpo-
rate App, with new features 
designed to meet the finan-
cial needs of its corporate 
customers and enhance the 
navi-gation experience. Ex-
isting customers who are reg-
istered on QIB’s Corporate 

Internet Banking can now 
make transfers through the 
Corporate App anytime and 
from anywhere in the world. 
In addition, customers can 
have a quick overview of their 
account transactions details, 
balances, account summary, 
corporate finance, and de-
posits.

QIB ensures an efficient 
banking experience for cus-
tomers throughout the mall 
branches and the 24/7 digi-
tal channels and extends the 
warmest greetings and wish-
es to all the people in Qatar 
on the blessed occasion of Eid 
Al-Adha.

QIB to run 5 mall branches during Eid holiday, announces timings

Eid holiday for fin institutions
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Central Bank (QCB) 
announced that Eid Al Adha 
holiday for 2022 for all fi-
nancial institutions in the 
country (banks, currency 
exchange stores, insurance 

companies, finance, invest-
ment and financial consult-
ants) will start from Sunday 
(July 10, 2022) and will end 
on Tuesday (July 12, 2022). 
Qatar Central Bank said that 
all financial institutions will 
be open to the public on 
Wednesday (July 13, 2022).

PMI at series high in June, output expands at fresh record rate
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE latest Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) survey 
data from Qatar Financial 
Centre (QFC) signalled a 
second successive record 
improvement in operating 
conditions in the non-energy 
economy to conclude the sec-
ond quarter of 2022. 

Output growth quickened 
to a fresh series high, while 
new orders, quantity of pur-
chases and backlogs rose at 
near-record rates. Strong de-
mand continued to support 
job creation, but also led firms 
to raise their stockpiles. 

Turning to prices, overall 
input costs rose only mod-
erately in June, while selling 
price inflation quickened to a 
six-month high amid robust 
demand conditions. 

The Qatar PMI indices 

are compiled from survey 
responses from a panel of 
around 450 private sector 
companies. The panel covers 
the manufacturing, construc-
tion, wholesale, retail, and 
services sectors, and reflects 
the structure of the non-ener-
gy economy according to of-
ficial national accounts data. 

The headline Qatar Fi-
nancial Centre PMI is a com-
posite single-figure indicator 

of non-energy private sector 
performance. It is derived 
from indicators for new or-
ders, output, employment, 
suppliers’ delivery times and 
stocks of purchases. 

The PMI was unchanged 
at 67.5 in June, thereby sig-
nalling a second successive 
record in overall business 
conditions in Qatar’s non-oil 
sector.

The latest reading of the 

PMI was driven by new or-
ders and output components, 
which together have a weight 
of 55% in the headline figure. 
Output growth quickened to 
a new series high while new 
business rose substantially, 
but at a slightly softer pace to 
that seen in May. 

Firms linked growth to 
healthy trading conditions 
and also cited that strong de-
mand stemming from the up-
coming FIFA World Cup. 

Subsequently, Qatari non-
energy companies remained 
confident that output would 
continue to expand over the 
next 12 months. Sentiment 
was the strongest for four 
months with Wholesale & 
Retail firms particularly opti-
mistic. 

Greater output and sus-
tained new order growth sup-
ported another rise in head-
counts in June. The rate of 

growth was softer than that 
in May, but still solid overall 
and the fourth-strongest in 
the survey history. Backlogs 
meanwhile rose substantially, 
suggesting capacity pressures 
continued. 

Purchasing activity rose 
in June, with buying activity 
now observed over the last 
two years. The volume of in-
puts rose at the second-fastest 
rate on record, surpassed only 
by that seen in May. Stocked 
inputs meanwhile rose mod-
erately and at a quicker pace 
than in May. 

Average purchase prices 
rose only mildly in June. De-
spite this, selling prices levied 
by Qatari non-energy firms 
rose at the quickest pace for 
four months. Robust demand 
allowed firms to hike their 
fees at the fourth-strongest 
rate in the survey’s five-year 
history.

Qatar’s Consumer Price 
Index up 5.41% in June

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE cost of living in Qatar 
based on the consumer price 
index (CPI) in June, 2022, re-
mained flat when compared 
with the previous month but 
rises more than 5 percent year-
on-year.

According to the Planning 
and Statistics Authority (PSA), 
Qatar’s CPI — a key inflation 
indicator — for June edged up 
0.01 percent to 103.14 points 
from that in May.

Compared with the CPI 
a year ago, the latest figure 
shows an increase of 5.41 per-
cent, the PSA report said. The 
CPI of June 2022 excluding 
‘housing, water, electricity 
and other fuel’ group stands at 
106.13 points.

The report reflected 
month-on-month changes 
in several groups. While the 
‘recreation and culture’ group 

rose 2.26 percent, five other 
major groups showed declines 
— ‘clothing and footwear’ by 
2.25%, ‘miscellaneous goods 
and services’ by 1.39%, ‘res-
taurants and hotels’ by 0.26%, 
‘food and beverages’ by 0.17% 
and ‘transport’ by 0.07%. To-
bacco, ‘housing, water, electric-
ity and other fuel’, ‘furniture 
and household equipment’, 
‘health’, ‘communication’ and 
‘education’ remained flat at the 
last month’s price level. 

On an year-on-year anal-
ysis, the CPI increase was 
mostly driven by price rises 
in eight groups — ‘recreation 

and culture by 36.45%, ‘hous-
ing, water, electricity and other 
fuel’ by 5.41%, ‘food and bever-
ages’ by 4.33%, ‘miscellaneous 
goods and services’ by 2.10%, 
‘transport’ by 1.77%, ‘furniture 
and household equipment’ 
by 1.37%, ‘communication’ 
by 0.37% and ‘education’ by 
0.22%. 

At the same time, the com-
parison also reveals price de-
clines in three other groups — 
‘health’ by 3.14%, ‘clothing and 
footwear’ by 0.41% and ‘res-
taurants and hotels’ by 0.40%. 
No change was recorded on 
group ‘tobacco’.

Prices under 
‘recreation and 
culture’ group up 
36.45% y-o-y

OPEC  secy-gen Mohammad  
Barkindo dies in Nigeria at 63

AGENCIES

THE secretary-general of the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
has died in the Nigerian capi-
tal, Abuja, the country’s oil 
chief said.

Mohammad Barkindo, a 
Nigerian oil industry veteran 
who steered the group through 
the creation of the OPEC+ alli-
ance, was due to step down at 
the end of this month after six 
years at the OPEC top job. He 
was 63.

The head of Nigeria’s Na-
tional Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC), Mele Kyari, an-
nounced the news in a tweet 
early on Wednesday, which 
was later confirmed by two 
sources at OPEC.

“We lost our esteemed Dr 
Muhammad Sanusi Barkin-
do,” Kyari tweeted.

“He died at about 11pm 
yesterday 5th July 2022. Cer-

tainly a great loss to his im-
mediate family, the NNPC, 
our country Nigeria, the OPEC 
and the global energy commu-
nity. Burial arrangements will 
be announced shortly.”

The cause of death was not 
known yet.

Barkindo’s career spanned 
over four decades and it in-

cluded stints at NNPC and 
Nigeria’s foreign and energy 
ministries. He had returned 
to Abuja in preparation for a 
post-OPEC career.

Kyari said Barkindo died 
hours after meeting Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buha-
ri and giving the main speech 
at an energy summit in Abuja.

His tenure as the head of 
OPEC has been marked by 
global shocks that battered the 
industry.

During his speech in Abu-
ja, Barkindo said the oil and 
gas industry is “under siege” 
and still reeling from the enor-
mous investment losses of re-
cent years.

“In a very short time span, 
the industry has been hit by 
two major cycles – the severe 
market downturn in 2015 and 
2016, and the even more far-
reaching impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic,” he said in 
his last address.

Mohammad Barkindo

Oil drops 2% to 12-week low 
on fears of global recession

AGENCIES

OIL prices slid about 2% to a 
12-week low in volatile trade 
on Wednesday, extending 
Tuesday’s heavy losses as in-
vestors grew more worried en-
ergy demand would take a hit 
in a potential global recession.

Brent futures for Sep-
tember delivery fell $2.20, or 

2.1%, to $100.57 a barrel by 
1:27 p.m. EDT (1727 GMT). 
U.S. West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI) crude fell $1.54, or 
1.6%, to $97.96. Both bench-
marks were in technically 
oversold territory for a second 
straight day, on track for their 
lowest closes since April 11.

Trade was volatile, with 
both benchmarks retreat-

ing sharply from early rises 
of over $2 a barrel on supply 
concerns. Crude futures has 
been extremely volatile for 
months.

On Tuesday, Brent slid 9% 
and WTI 8%. Brent’s $10.73 
drop was the third biggest for 
the contract since it started 
trading in 1988. The biggest 
drop was $16.84 in March.
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Agencies

Top officials from the United 
States and China held a “can-
did” video call on Tuesday to 
discuss global economic chal-
lenges, especially regarding 
supply chains.

The exchange between 
Chinese Vice premier Liu He 
and U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen came as presi-
dent Joe Biden considers lift-
ing some tariffs on imports 
from China to try and ease 
soaring inflation.

The world’s two biggest 
economies are also grappling 
with CoVID-snarled supply 
chains and rising global en-
ergy prices.

“The two sides agree that 
as the world economy is fac-
ing severe challenges, it is of 
great significance to strength-

en macro-policy communica-
tion and coordination between 
China and the United States,” 
China’s official Xinhua news 
agency reported. “And jointly 
maintaining the stability of 
the global industrial and sup-
ply chains is in the interests of 
both countries and the whole 
world.” The Xinhua report 
said the video call took place 
at the request of the United 
States, and described the con-
versation as “constructive”.

Yellen and Liu “discussed 
macroeconomic and financial 
developments in the United 
States and China, the global 
economic outlook amid rising 
commodity prices and food 
security challenges”, the U.S. 
Treasury Department said in 
a readout.

“Secretary Yellen frankly 
raised issues of concern in-

cluding the impact of the 
Russia’s war against Ukraine 
on the global economy and 
unfair, non-market (Chinese) 
economic practices.” China 
has repeatedly refused to con-
demn the Russian invasion, 
and has been accused of pro-
viding diplomatic cover for 
Moscow by blasting Western 
sanctions and arms sales to 
Ukraine.

With inflation in the Unit-
ed States at 40-year highs, au-
thorities there are rushing to 
try and find ways to ease price 
pressures.

Among the options is lift-
ing some of the trade tariffs 
imposed on China by Biden’s 
predecessor Donald Trump.

Any decision is likely to 
come soon as some of the 
Trump duties are set to expire 
from July 6 unless renewed.

US, China discuss 
economic, supply 
chain challenges

Cutting-edge

OPPO, in association with Prime Distribution, launches Find X5 Series
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

oppo, in partnership with Ali 
Bin Ali Holding’s prime Distribu-
tion Trading Company (pDTC), 
announces the launch of its 
cutting-edge flagship Find X5 
Series in Qatar, raising the bar on 
smartphone imaging and premium 
design. prime Distribution Trading 
Company is the official distributor 
of oppo smartphones and acces-
sories in Qatar.

Bursting with industry-leading 
highlights, the Find X5 Series 
boasts a futuristic aesthetic that 
exudes clean, modern sophistica-
tion and world-first imaging expe-
riences. These include a dedicated 
imaging Neural processing Unit, 
which overcomes smartphone 
video capture’s greatest chal-
lenge – nighttime recording. This 
is matched with an incomparable 
dual flagship IMX766 camera sys-
tem, unrivalled performance and 
ultra-fast 5G connectivity, and 
incredible SUpERVooC Flash 
Charging technology.

Ethan Xue, president of oppo 
MEA said, “We are excited to 
launch the Find X5 Series in the 
region, supported by pDTC and 
a number of strategic partners 
including Hasselblad, and Dolby 
Atmos with a launch event at 
Infinity Des Lumières. The new 
addition to the Find X Series is 
the first smartphone series to be 
powered by oppo’s MariSilicon X 
imaging NpU and other industry-
leading features. It was only 
fitting to unveil the Find X5 series 
to stakeholders at Infinity Des 
Lumières, creating an immense, 
futuristic digital experience with 
their current theme of DESTINA-
TIoN CoSMoS, showcasing the 
vastness of the universe. This syn-
ergetic collaboration allowed us to 
pay homage to Hasselblad’s most 
iconic moment, being the cameras 
that were sent to document the 
historical moment of the first men 
on the Moon.”

Mohammad Imran, General 
Manager of pDTC said, “pDTC 
is always looking to magnify the 
digital experience for the people 
in Qatar. As the official distribu-

tor of oppo in Qatar, together we 
have introduced some innovative 
smart devices in the region. The 
Find X5 Series is an addition to 
that impressive list and I am sure 
the futuristic smartphone series 
will be much loved and appreci-
ated.”

Ashim Mathur, Senior Region-
al Director, Japan and Emerging 
Markets, Dolby Laboratories said, 
“We have had a long-standing 
relationship with oppo, and 
will continue to work together in 
order to provide a best-in-class 
on-the-go entertainment experi-
ence to consumers. Consumers 
in Qatar can bring the cinematic 
experience into their pockets and 
now enjoy the latest shows and 
movies in Dolby Atmos on the 
Find X5 pro. Dolby Atmos cre-
ates a detailed, engaging listen-
ing experience that connects you 
more deeply with your favourite 
entertainment. It makes you feel 
like you’re inside the story with a 
rich, expansive sound that flows 
all around you and reveals every 
detail.”

4k Ultra night video and  
captivating photography

Night video presents a major 
challenge for smartphones, so 
countless beautiful moments re-
main either uncaptured or saved 
in low quality. That’s why oppo 
has designed a dedicated imaging 
NpU, MariSilicon X, to unveil the 
details at night.

Based on a 6nm process 
crafted for top-tier imaging 
performance, the MariSilicon X 
not only packs the most power-
ful AI computing power available 
today, it also runs an advanced AI 
noise reduction (AINR) algorithm 
designed by the oppo Research 
Institute. This means it can detect 
and reduce noise in each frame, 
pixel by pixel, while preserving 
finer detail, skin tone, colour ac-
curacy. 

The result is a four times 
improvement in perceived night 
video resolution, less grain and 
superior colour reproduction, 
making 4K Ultra Night Video 
possible for the first time on an 
Android smartphone, with each 

frame as clean as a still photo.
The wide-angle camera also 

features a first-of-its-kind five-
axis oIS system, which when 
combined with proprietary algo-
rithms, improves with every use to 
counter handshake, reduce noise 
and sharpen scenes. The result is 
ultra-clear snapshots and more 
stable videos than ever.

Futuristic design with pre-
mium look and feel 

The Find X5 pro embodies 
a futuristic design to express a 
sense of calm and timeless beauty 
that cannot be matched.

The ultra-hard, true ceramic 

back of the Find X5 pro is avail-
able in Ceramic White and Glaze 
Black to reflect its clean, modern 
sophistication at its finest. This 
seamless ceramic back panel is 
two times stronger than any con-
ventional glass panel, and double 
as effective for heat dissipation. 
And of course, the Find X5 pro is 
splash, water, and dust resistant 
with a Ip68 rating.

The Find X5 pro’s display is 
just as impressive, featuring a 6.7-
inch ultra-clear curved AMoLED 
screen that continues the gentle 
curves and flowing lines from 
the smooth, pristine back, all the 
way around to the front. With a 

WQHD+ resolution, and 100% p3 
colour gamut coverage, the Find 
X5 pro’s 10-bit screen displays 
more than 1 billion colours, creat-
ing smooth tonal and colour gra-
dations, displaying the full depth 
and range of even the most subtle 
shifts in colour. 

Most powerful Oppo flagship 
to date 

powered by the latest-genera-
tion, multicore Snapdragon 8 Gen 
1 processor, the Find X5 pro is 
supercharged to handle even the 
most demanding games and appli-
cations. Based on a compact, 4nm 
manufacturing process, Qual-

comm’s integrated 2022 flagship 
GpU offers 30% higher perfor-
mance, and 25% more power ef-
ficiency than the previous genera-
tion, in addition to enhanced AI 
capabilities. The large, 5000mAh 
dual-cell battery reflects a capac-
ity increase of more than 11 per 
cent over the Find X3 pro.

With the support of enhanced 
80W SUpERVooC Flash-
charging technology, the Find X5 
pro can be charged from close 
to empty to 50 per cent in just 
12 minutes, and with 50W AIR-
VooC, it powers up to 100 per 
cent wirelessly in just 47 minutes.

Intelligent and secure 
oppo’s human-centric in-

terface, ColoroS 12.1 is its most 
beautiful, intuitive and personal 
experience ever. Combining with 
Google’s Android 12 operating 
system, it delivers incredible 
experiences and class-leading 
privacy features, while maintain-
ing full access to the Google play 
Store and its 3 million+ apps.

Introducting Oppo’s FIND X5
The Find X5 has an understat-

ed, yet ultra-premium finish, with 
frosted, matte glass and finger-
print-resistant chassis. Available 
in Black or White, the fine grain of 
this 90% frosted texture creates a 
beautiful, almost silky lustre that 
plays with light and feels incred-
ible in the hand.The Find X5 also 
includes the outstanding dual 
IMX766 camera system, powered 
by MariSilicon X, 4K Ultra Night 
Video, Hasselblad Natural Colour 
Calibration in pro Mode and crea-
tive Master filters, a 6.5” 120Hz 
billion-colour display, support 
for 80W SUpERVooC charging, 
30W AIRVooC wireless charging 
and more.

Market availability 
The Find X5 will be available 

to purchase in store from July 7 
2022, priced at QR3,699 at all 
leading hypermarkets.

Customers who purchase the 
Find X5 will receive a compli-
mentary oppo Enco Air wireless 
earbuds worth QR299 and oppo 
Band worth QR249.

QIIB joins hands with Visa to offer 
World Cup tickets to cardholders
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THE Qatar International Is-
lamic Bank and VISA have 
joined together to offer the 
bank customers an opportu-
nity to win FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 packages that 
include a pair of match tick-
ets and hotel stays.

All Visa debit and credit 
cardholders of the bank are 
automatically eligible for 
the prize once they have 
used the card internation-
ally or have made transac-
tions worth QR100.

For every QR100 spend, 
the customer will receive 
one token. Customers with 

the highest number of to-
kens and a minimum spend 
of QR5,000 per month 
stand a chance to be picked 
as winners. As many as 28 
winners will be picked.

The prizes include two 
hospitality packages to at-
tend one of the Group 8 
Stage matches and two 
hospitality packages to at-
tend one of the quarterfinal 
matches. In addition, 24 
winners will receive a pack-
age of two tickets to attend 
one of the Group 8 Stage 
matches. The winners will 
be chosen on August 15, 
2022, and September 15, 
2022.

Visa debit and credit 

cardholders from various 
categories who meet the 
conditions of the campaign 
can win a package. This in-
cludes the cardholders of 
the new Visa FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 limited-
edition credit card, which 
QIIB launched recently in 
collaboration with Visa In-
ternational Company, as 
part of the Bank’s commit-
ment to provide a rich ex-
perience, along with digital 
payments to its valued Cus-
tomers.

Visa Cards by QIIB pro-
vide a unique added value to 
Customers, along with pay-
ment benefits and solutions 
that are in line with the best 

international standards of 
Local and Global accept-
ance, and contactless solu-
tions and the opportunity 
to collect QIIB points from 
purchases using the Credit 
Cards, alongside discounts 
at Local and International 
partners.

It is important to note 
that QIIB is one of the lead-
ing Islamic Banks both lo-
cally and internationally 
and has a long history of 
supporting Sports. It also 
has great efforts in serv-
ing the Qatari Community 
through its contributions 
in supporting activities, in-
cluding sports and commu-
nity initiatives.
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World Cup enhances Qatari economy,  
promotes sustainable development: Expert

QNA
Doha

With the beginning of the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 countdown, economists 
are asking a number of questions about 
the extent of the tournament’s influence 
on the economic performance of Qatar in 
the medium and long term, in light of the 
good performance expected of the Qatari 
economy by many research centers and 
international institutions, despite the suc-
cessive crises the world is currently going 
through, the resulting slowdown in eco-
nomic growth and the unprecedented rise 
in inflation rates.

in spite of the gloomy forecasts for the 
global economy, the Qatari economy is 
marching to a different tune, according to 
the testimony of the international Mon-
etary Fund, which recently predicted that 
Qatar’s economic growth rate will reach 
4.9 percent, supported and driven by many 
fundamental factors, foremost of which 
are the constant rise in gas prices and the 
country’s hosting of the FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

According to recently announced offi-
cial statistics, the direct financial revenues 
from the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 are 
estimated at QR8 billion ($2.2 billion), 
while the long-term economic revenues, 
during the period from 2022 to 2035 are 
estimated at QR9.9 billion ($2.7 billion), 
amid expectations of growing and high 
tourism revenues, during the World Cup 
and beyond.

in this context, hE the Chairman of the 
Qatari Businessmen Association Sheikh 
Faisal bin Qassim Al-thani said, in a state-
ment to Qatar news agency (QNA), that 
since the announcement that Qatar will 
be organizing the World Cup, the govern-
ment, in partnership with the private sec-
tor, has been working hard to complete the 
infrastructure and other service projects.

he explained that the World Cup is a 
suitable opportunity to achieve the goals 
of Qatar National Vision 2030, saying that 
more than $200 billion has been spent 
on basic facilities such as roads, bridges, 
ports, airport, metro, housing, tourism and 
free zones, and this infrastructure will turn 
into gains after the completion of the up-
coming tournament.

the World Cup will be a strong point to 
attract foreign investment, which is what 
we are currently working on in our foreign 
presence and promotion of Qatar, he said, 
adding that this will reflect positively on 
the country’s future as an investment and 
tourism destination capable of raising the 
challenges of competition.

Qatar Vision 2030
Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al thani 

ruled out that the Qatari economy will en-
ter a recession after the organization of the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022, especially in 
light of the continued implementation of 
projects related to the Qatar Vision 2030, 
stating that spending on World Cup pro-
jects increases the GDP by 1.5 percent.

in turn, economist Dr. Abdullah Al 
Khater confirmed, in a statement to QNA, 

that the impact of Qatar organizing the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 began to ap-
pear from the moment of the announce-
ment in 2010, through uniting the di-
rectives of decision-makers and various 
sectors in the country towards one goal.

the State launched projects in various 

fields over the past period, in which the 
spending rate reached $500 million per 
week, he said.

the impact of the infrastructure that 
has been built will not be limited to the 
World Cup period, but will extend beyond, 
especially in light of the launch of huge 

projects in the field of liquefied gas produc-
tion and what this means in the provision 
of financial resources that can be used to 
diversify the economic fabric of the State.

he pointed out that the aviation and 
hospitality sector will benefit the most 
during the most prominent sporting event 

witnessed by the country, reiterating that 
this effect will continue after the event, as 
the good impression of the country will in-
crease, and this means an increase in the 
flow of tourists and more use of national 
carrier Qatar Airways, which in fact occu-
pies a distinguished position among inter-
national airlines.

Reports confirm that such benefits 
are clear when examining previous World 
Cups, especially the one held in 2006 in 
Germany, which contributed to raising the 
ranking of its brand globally from No. 7 
to No. 1. thus, the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will reportedly play the same role as 
the World Cup in Germany by highlighting 
the brands of major Qatari companies.

Different reports indicate that the ef-
fective management and good marketing 
of the State’s brands will contribute to the 
creation of long-term commercial value, in 
addition to its role in driving the growth of 
gross product for more than 25 years.

Flourishing Tourism
in addition to brands, tourism will have 

a share of the benefits of the tournament. 
the number of fans in Qatar will range 
from 1.2 to 1.5 million fans. through this 
Qatar will have the opportunity to provide 
its visitors with an exceptional experience 
and ensure they will repeat the visit, which 
will inevitably lead to higher revenues for 
the tourism sector during the years follow-
ing the World Cup.

Al Khater mentioned that the World 
Cup will be Qatar’s gateway to broader 
growth prospects in various economic 
and social fields, and will contribute to 
spreading Qatar’s image further around 
the world.

Economic writer Saeed Khalil Al Absi 
stressed, in a statement to QNA, that the 
World Cup will be an opportunity for the 
world to see the capabilities and experi-
ences gained by Qatar in organizing the 
largest sports events, which will further 
strengthen the balance of trust in dealing 
with Qatar in various fields and open doors 
to export the experiences gained by Qatari 
companies in many fields related to the 
organization of the event, especially in the 
field of infrastructure, as well as hotel and 
hospitality.

the infrastructure established by the 
State of Qatar in preparation for the World 
Cup will have a major role in achieving the 
sustainable development goals included in 
Qatar National Vision 2030, as it will have 
a direct and indirect reflection in terms of 
returns on trade, transport and services, 
in addition to promoting Qatar as a global 
sports capital and related specialties such 
as training and rehabilitation centers for 
sports teams before the start of sports 
seasons and during breaks, in addition to 
medical tourism and others, Al Absi ex-
plained.

he added that Qatar hosting millions 
of visitors is a great opportunity to high-
light its role and the development it has 
achieved over the past years in various 
fields, and it is also a great opportunity to 
introduce Qatar to the world, its position 
and its great achievements.

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

DuKhAN Bank customers 
Maryam Al Abdulla and Nawaf 
Al Khal have won QR50,000 
each in the latest round of the 
bank’s thara’a raffle draw, 
which also saw two others cus-
tomers — Mohamed Yakub 
and Nibal Snober — winning 
QR25,000 each.

thara’a is the bank’s Sh-
ariah-compliant savings ac-
count, which rewards its cus-
tomers through raffle draws 
held on monthly, quarterly 

and annual basis. the month-
ly draw rewards two custom-
ers with QR10,000 each and 
42 with QR5,000 each. Every 
quarter, the draw picks two 
winners for QR25,000 each 
and two others for QR50,000 
each. Annually, the draw 
picks one for the grand prize 
of QR1 million. the draw 
rewards 501 winners with 
QR3.97 million every year.

the latest draw was con-
ducted under the supervi-
sion of a representative of the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
industry. Coupled with cash 

prizes and a reward scheme, 
thara’a is a product full of 
value-added benefits and ser-
vices. thara’a offers account 
holders access to Dukhan 
Bank’s innovative banking 
channels. 

Customers may learn 
about the many benefits of 
thara’a savings account by 
visiting Dukhan Bank’s web-
site, www.dukhanbank.com, 
or by calling the Contact Cen-
tre on 800 8555 or asking 
‘Rashid’, its virtual assistant, 
on the website, mobile app or 
via WhatsApp on 44100 888.

Thara’a draw: Dukhan Bank  
announces quarterly winners

IBPC Qatar hosts networking event in Doha
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

thE indian Business and Pro-
fessionals Council (iBPC) in 
Qatar hosted a business net-
working event with startup 
incubator Venture Catalysts in 
Doha recently.

iBPC’s Yasir Nainar wel-
comed the audience and intro-
duced the Venture Catalysts 
team.

Master of Ceremonies and 
iBPC Vice President Abdul Sa-
thar introduced iBPC Board 

Member thaha Muhammed, 
who spoke about the organi-
zation’s long-term goals, the 
significance of iBPC to meet 
the challenges of the future 
while maintaining its core val-
ues deeply rooted in cementing 
commercial ties with the State 
of Qatar since 1999. 

Venture Catalysts team 
members Deepak Ahuja (Man-
aging Partner Middle East), 
Dr. Apoorva Sharma (Found-
er), Rishabh Golchha (Co-
Founder) and Vansh Oberoi 
(head of investments & Port-

folio) enlightened the audience 
with a ring-side view of what’s 
happening in the world’s hot-
test startup ecosystem.

Prominent Qataris Ahmed 
Jassim Al Jolo, Saud Ali Al 
Janahi, Mohammed Al hash-
mi, Abdulla Al Mannai, Ali Al 
Mannai who also participated 
in the event, were all praise 
for iBPC and their efforts in 
bringing novel ideas to en-
hance the trade between Qatar 
and india.

iBPC Vice President 
Manoj Megchiani in his clos-

ing remarks encouraged the 
audience to consider invest-
ments in Startups as part of 
diversifying one’s asset portfo-
lio. the event was followed by 
a Networking Dinner.  

iBPC, an APEX BODY 
operating under the Aegis of 
the Embassy of india in Qa-
tar, provides a platform for 
empowering its members and 
creating enrichment opportu-
nities for indian Businesses 
and Professionals to enhance 
indo-Qatar trade and Profes-
sional Relations.



QNA
DOHA

BELGIAN national football 
team coach Roberto Martinez 
says that the magic of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 can be 
felt the moment one arrives in 
Qatar and that the host coun-
try is sparing no effort prepara-
tion for the mega global event.

During the recent FIFA 
Workshop for World Cup 
teams, hosted by Doha, the 
Spanish coach said, “Every 
time we visit Qatar, we feel the 
passion the people here have 
for the World Cup. I have been 
to Doha a few times in the last 
three years and the details are 
a clear indication about the 
progress that is being made in 
all aspects, especially the in-
frastructure and stadiums.”

Martinez, who led Bel-
gium to third place in the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, indicat-
ed that there was a great work 
behind all the preparations 
and only the final touches re-

mained. “Out third place finish 
was in the previous version, 
and there is nothing wrong 
with comparisons, because in 
the end it is very healthy,” he 
quipped.

About the extent of the 
Belgium team knowing their 
opponent Croatia in Group F, 
Martinez said, “It seems theo-
retical, but this does not mean 
that the Moroccan and Cana-
dian teams are unknown to 
us. African football is develop-
ing based on great talents and 
there are five African players 
who have become an impor-
tant part of the national team. 
Belgium, as for Canada, is the 
best team in the CONCACAF 
qualifiers and beat the USA 
and Mexico in the qualifiers, so 
our task will not be easy at all.”

He added: “In the World 
Cup, teams of different levels 
and different football cultures 
are facing each other. We must 
be ready and bear in mind that 
we will play the three matches 
in the groups without thinking 
about the next stage or burn-
ing those stages.

“We have a very distin-
guished group of players who 
have achieved remarkable re-
sults in recent years, which led 
us to the top of the FIFA rank-
ings but this does not mean 
that reaching the advanced 
stages in the World Cup is 
guaranteed, but rather de-
pends on the and competition 
and our performance.”

Southgate applauds  
enthusiasm of the  

host nation
ENGLAND manager Gareth 
Southgate highlighted the pas-
sion Qataris towards ensuring 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 is superbly organized.

Southgate said: “The or-
ganization of the World Cup is 
going well, and I realize the en-
thusiasm of everyone here for 
the success of the event, and 
we hope to be a part of this. It 
seems an ideal opportunity to 
learn about all things related 
to our camp here, we will visit 
some stadiums and training 
grounds. For me it is a few in-
teresting days, especially since 
we got to know some updates 
regarding refereeing as well.”

The England coach ex-
pressed his constant aspira-
tion to build a strong team for 

the World Cup. “We have gone 
through many challenges es-
pecially given the long season 
and the last European Nations 
finals. We have been tested 
and it will be good for us to 
play against Germany and 
Italy before coming to Doha to 
compete in the World Cup.”

England are in Group B, 
along with Wales, the United 
States and Iran, and Southgate 
said, “Everyone says that it is 
a favourable group for us, but 
if we look at the classification, 
it may be among the most dif-
ficult groups.”

Wales manager says playing 
in November and December 
will be very good
WALES’ coach Robert Page, 
who has led his country to 

World Cup 2022 berth after 
an absence of 64 years, was 
delighted to to be in Doha.

“Qatar is fully prepared, 
the trip here was very useful. 
We got to know some facilities 
and we will get to know other 
facilities, especially stadiums 
and training grounds. I think 
everything is well prepared, I 
can I can feel this from the res-
idence I’m in which is unique,” 
said the 47-year-old.

He added, “We are excited 
to be involved in the World 
Cup after the first time in 
1958, it is great to be part of 
this group with great players 
like Gareth Bale, who is one of 
those who missed in his career 
playing in a World Cup.”

Page stressed that playing 
the World Cup in November 

and December will be very 
good. “The players will be bet-
ter physically and mentally 
prepared, and they will not 
come to the tournament after 
a rest period, and therefore 
will not need additional train-
ing sessions. Another advan-
tage is that the teams don’t 
have to travel because the dis-
tances between the stadiums 
is less. It was exhausting in 
the last European Nations Cup 
where we traveled from Baku 
to Rome and then to Holland, 
and the players were affected 
by this,” he explained.

“My message to the fans 
is to come here to enjoy the 
World Cup, but the culture of 
Qatar, the country organizing 
the tournament, must be re-
spected,” he said.

We feel magic of the World Cup each time 
we visit Qatar: Belgium coach Martinez

Southgate 
applauds Qatar’s 

enthusiasm; 
Wales coach 
excited with 

timing of  
World Cup 2022
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RAFAEL Nadal’s hopes of 
landing a first calendar slam 
remain alive after he dug deep 
to edge Taylor Fritz in a fifth-
set tie-break and reach the 
semi-finals of Wimbledon.

Competing at this stage of 
a grand slam for a 47th time 
– compared to a first time for 
Fritz – Nadal battled through 
the pain barrier to win 3-6, 
7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4) on 
Centre Court.

Nadal, who was regularly 
checked over by his physio, 
will now face Nick Kyrgios as 
he looks to add to the Austral-
ian Open and French Open 
crowns already won this year.

Fritz had not dropped a 
single set en route to the final 
eight, but facing Nadal initially 
appeared a challenge too far 
when the Spaniard broke his 
serve in the opening game.

However, the number 11 
seed responded brilliantly by 
whittling off five games in a 
row - breaking Nadal twice - to 
take the first set and lay down 
a real marker.

He could not carry that mo-
mentum into the second set, 
with Nadal racing into a 3-0 
lead, but the 22-time grand slam 
winner was struggling with an 
abdominal injury at that point.

With mistakes again creep-
ing into his game, Nadal called 
for a medical time-out when 
pegged back to 4-3, though he 
was able to successfully serve 
out the set to level up.

Fritz, who ended Nadal’s 

20-0 match streak in their 
most recent meeting in the 
Indian Wells final earlier this 
year, took a relatively one-sid-
ed third set to regain the lead.

Both players struggled to 
hold in a tense fourth set, which 
was tied at 5-5 with the serve in 
Fritz’s favour, only for Nadal 
to show incredible resolve to 
break and force a decider.

The final set went the way 
of the serve until a mammoth 
seventh game when, at the 
fourth time of asking, Nadal 
took his big opportunity, yet 
the fearless Fritz hit back in 
the next game as the match 
went the distance.

But it was Nadal who held 
his nerve in the tie-break, with 
a stunning cross-court fore-
hand seeing him break Fritz’s 
serve for the first of five points 
in a row to get over the line in 
a match spanning four hours 
and 20 minutes.

Nadal overcomes injury,  
Fritz in five sets to keep  

calendar slam dream alive
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Rohit  
recovers,  
returns to  
India squad 
ahead of  
first T20I
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(From Left) Belgium coach Roberto Martinez, England manager Gareth Southgate, and Wales’ coach Robert Page speak to the media following the recent FIFA Workshop for World Cup 2022 teams held in Doha.

Spainiard Rafael Nadal celebrates defeating Taylor Fritz of the US in 
the men’s singles quarter-final on the tenth day of the 2022 Wim-
bledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, 
London, on Wednesday. Nadal won 3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4). (AFP) 

Halep extends Wimbledon 
streak to reach semis again

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SIMONA Halep extended her 
winning streak at Wimble-
don to 12 matches by beating 
Amanda Anisimova in straight 
sets to reach the semi-finals 
at the All England Club for a 
third time.

The former world number 
one triumphed in SW19 three 
years ago but has endured a 
rocky road since and failed to 
defend her title in 2021 due to 
a calf injury.

Form and fitness have 
been hard to come by for the 
Romanian, who suffered a 
panic attack at the French 
Open in May to highlight her 
ongoing struggles.

Grass has always been 
good to Halep though, and the 
confidence appears to be flow-
ing once again following a 6-2, 
6-4 win over a player 10 years 
her junior.

An early double-fault 
by the two-time grand slam 
champion was quickly put to 
bed when she broke Anisi-
mova in the third game of the 
match.

World number 25 Anisi-
mova had downed Coco Gauff 
on her way to the last eight but 
struggled to handle the hitting 
of her more experienced op-
ponent.

Halep was lasting the dis-
tance in the longer rallies and 
claimed the opening set in half 
an hour.

A first ace of the match for 
Halep was followed by another 
early break, with two back-
hand winners rushing into the 
net giving the 16th seed the 
upper-hand at the start of the 
second.

More unforced errors by 
Anisimova saw Halep move 
one game away from a third 
semi-final appearance at the 

All England Club but the 
American was suddenly revi-
talised by the backing of the 
Centre Court crowd.

A super forehand winner 
helped the 20-year-old to a 
key hold and when she broke 
Halep for the first time, the 
last-four tie threatened to ex-
tend into a second hour.

While Anisimova would 
hold once more, Halep showed 
her composure to rattle off five 
points in a row at 0-40 down 
before she claimed victory 
with her first match point.

“Definitely, I play the best 
tennis, I struggle a lot last year 
and now I try to build my con-
fidence back,” the world num-
ber 18 said on-court.

“I am very emotional right 
now because it means a lot to 
be back in (the) semis.

“I played a tough op-
ponent today and she can 
crash the ball. I didn’t know 
what to do but I believed in 
myself and said I had to stay  
strong in my legs. They 
helped me today and I be-
lieved I could win.”

Former England football star David Beckham and his mother Sandra 
Georgina West react from the Royal Box on Center Court during the 
women’s singles quarter-final tennis between Simona Halep and 
Amanda Anisimova on on Wednesday. (AFP)

Romania’s Simona  
Halep celebrates  
winning a point against 
American Amanda 
Anisimova during 
their women’s singles 
quarter-final match 
on the tenth day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club 
in Wimbledon, London, 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Rafael Nadal’s victory was 
just his second ever in a 
fifth-set tie-break at a 

Grand Slam, having previ-
ously prevailed against 
Dominic Thiem in the 

quarter-finals of the US 
Open in 2018. 

The Spaniard, who remains 
on course to meet Novak 
Djokovic in Sunday’s final, 
now has 19 straight Grand 
Slam wins in 2022 – three 
short of his own record of 
21, which he set in 2010.



PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

NICK Kyrgios claimed his 
more “mature” outlook has 
carried him to the semi-finals 
at Wimbledon.

The controversial Austral-
ian has had various run-ins 
with umpires, line judges, op-
ponents, the media and even 
the crowd during his roller-
coaster run this fortnight.

But it was certainly a sea-
soned performance from Kyr-
gios as he efficiently beat Cris-
tian Garin of Chile 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (5) on Court One to set up 
a last-four showdown with Ra-
fael Nadal.

The last time Kyrgios faced 
the Spaniard here in 2019 he 
spent the evening before the 
match in a local pub.

But he said: “I just feel like 
I’m more mature. I think ear-
lier in my career if I made a 
third, fourth round or quarter-
finals, I’d be on my phone a lot.

“I’d be engaging online 
a lot, I’d be keen to go out to 
dinner and explore or just do 
things to kind of, not neces-
sarily soak in the achievement, 
but just not conservatively go 
back to my house at Wimble-
don with my team, put my feet 
up, get treatment and eat, get 
good rest.

“I think everyone has the 
same goal in my team. That’s 

why it’s working. I made it 
pretty known to them that I 
wanted to go pretty deep here 
and possibly even raise the 
trophy.

“I feel like it’s literally just 
been as simple as getting some 
rest.

Like, ‘Nick, stay in the 
house’. That’s not always been 
the easiest thing for me over 
my career.” 

Kyrgios, now 27, has long 

been regarded as having all of 
the talent to win major tour-
naments, but almost none 
of the application. But af-
ter cruising past Garin - and 
armed with a 2-0 winning re-
cord over title favourite Novak 
Djokovic - the self-styled bad 
boy of tennis might finally be 
about to come good.

Kyrgios has a court sum-
mons over allegations of 
common assault against his 

ex-girlfriend Chiara Passari 
hanging over him, which he 
acknowledged has made it 
“hard to focus”.

Previously he has admit-
ted to having suicidal thoughts 
and self-harming during a low 
point in his life in 2019, and 
he has made no secret of his 
disillusionment with tennis 
throughout recent years.

So it was with a wry smile 
that Kyrgios described the 

road to reaching the last four 
of a Grand Slam for the first 
time in his career as “rocky”.

After completing the vic-
tory Kyrgios sat in his chair for 
a couple of minutes soaking in 
the achievement.

“What was going through 
my mind? Just how things can 
change,” he added. “There was 
a point where I was almost 
done with the sport.

“I’m sitting there today after 

the match - to be a semi-finalist 
at Wimbledon, it’s a special ac-
complishment for anyone, but I 
think especially for me.

“If you asked anyone if I 
was able to do that in the last 
couple years, I think everyone 
would have probably said ‘no - 
he doesn’t have the mental ca-
pacity, he doesn’t have the fit-
ness capacity, he doesn’t have 
the discipline’, all that.

“I almost started doubt-

ing myself with all that traffic 
coming in and out of my mind.

“I just sat there today and 
soaked it all in. There’s just so 
many people I want to thank. 
At the same time I feel like I 
don’t want to stop here either.” 

As for facing Nadal, whom 
he beat as a teenager on Cen-
tre Court in 2014, Kyrgios in-
sisted: “That would probably 
be the most-watched match of 
all time.”

‘More mature’ Kyrgios in Wimbledon last 4 for first time

PA MEDIA/DPA 
LONDON 

RUSSIAN-BORN tennis play-
er Elena Rybakina said she 
wants the war in Ukraine to 
end “as soon as possible” af-
ter winning her quarter-final 
match at Wimbledon.

The 23-year-old, who was 
born in Moscow, switched al-
legiances to Kazakhstan in 
2018 and has therefore been 
eligible to compete at Wimble-
don despite its ban on Russian 
and Belarusian players due to 
the invasion of Ukraine.

Rybakina, who has reached 
the Wimbledon semi-finals af-
ter beating Ajla Tomljanovic 
on Court No 1 on Wednesday, 
is now two wins away from the 
Wimbledon title.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the match, the 
world number 23 was ques-
tioned about her thoughts on 
peace in Ukraine in light of her 
global platform.

The 23-year-old said: “Of 
course, I agree. I just want the 
war to end as soon as possible 
and peace yeah.” 

Rybakina was also asked 
if she was concerned when 
Russian and Belarusian play-
ers were banned, to which she 
replied: “I mean, when I heard 
this, this is not something you 
want to hear because we are 
playing sport.

“Everybody wants to com-
pete. They were not choosing 
where they (were) born.

“Of course, I feel it for them 

because everybody wants to 
compete at the biggest tourna-
ment, at Wimbledon.

“Yeah, just hope that next 
year is going to be back to nor-
mal.” Asked if she felt more 
Russian or Kazakh, she said: 
“I mean, it’s tough question.

“I was born in Russia, but 
of course I am representing 
Kazakhstan.

It’s already a long journey 
for me. I was playing Olym-
pics, Fed Cup before.

“I got so much help and 
support. I’m feeling just the 

support of the people and very 
happy to represent Kazakh-
stan because I think I’m also 
bringing some results, which 
are very good for the sport in 
Kazakhstan.

“Yeah, for me it’s tough 
question just to say exactly 
what I feel.” 

The All England Club’s 
decision in April to ban Rus-
sian and Belarusian players 
from competing at the Cham-
pionships sparked criticism in 
some quarters and eventually 
saw the ATP and WTA strip 

ranking points from the tour-
nament.

Wimbledon organisers 
have since defended the deci-
sion saying they had “no viable 
alternative.” 

The last-eight clash fea-
tured two players who had 
switched nationality with 
Tomljanovic playing under 
Australia for the last four years 
having been born in Croatia.

A lengthy third game on 
Court One saw Tomljanovic 
claim the early break and she 
remained solid on her own 

serve to move one set up.
When Rybakina double-

faulted at the beginning of the 
second set it looked like the 
occasion may get the better 
of her, but a backhand winner 
brought more belief and sud-
denly her shots started hitting 
the white chalk.

Breaks were exchanged 
between the duo but with aces 
now a regular occurrence from 
Rybakina, it felt a matter of 
time before she forced a de-
cider.

A wonderful drop shot 
clinched another break and a 
third ensured Court One were 
treated to another set.

Rybakina had the momen-
tum now and a hotstreak of 
nine games won out of a possi-
ble 10 put her within touching 
distance of the last four.

Tomljanovic was able 
to briefly prevent what now 
seemed a formality before Ry-
bakina’s 14th ace of the contest 
brought it to a finish after one 
hour and 15 minutes of action.

The 23-year-old, the first 
player representing Kazakhstan 
to make the last four at Wimble-
don, said: “It is amazing.

“I am really happy I got 
through to the semi-final. It 
was a really tough match but I 
heard all the support. I know 
there is some juniors here 
supporting me so thank you so 
much.

“Hopefully it will be the 
same (against Halep), a good 
match and I will try play my 
best.”

Russian-born Rybakina wins quarter-final, 
says she wants the war to end

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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PARIS Saint-Germain goal-
keeper Alexander Letellier has 
signed a new two-year contract 
with the Ligue 1 champions.

Letellier has spent the past 
two seasons on PSG’s books, 
having emerged through the 
club’s academy, but first-team 
opportunities have been hard 
to come by.

He played third choice to 
Gianluigi Donnarumma and 
Keylor Navas last season and 
made just one appearance, 

coming as a late substitute in 
PSG’s final game of the cam-
paign.

The 31-year-old’s previ-
ous deal expired at the end 
of the 2021-22 season, but 
PSG confirmed on their of-
ficial website on Wednesday 
that fresh terms have been 
agreed.

PSG, who appointed Chris-
tophe Galtier has their new 
boss on Tuesday, also have 
Sergio Rico among their back-
up options in goal following 
his return from a loan spell 
with Mallorca.

PSG goalkeeper Letellier 
signs new two-year deal

STATS PERFORM/DPA

VINICIUS Junior says he faces 
“a long road” to compete for 
the Ballon d’Or, as he tipped 
team-mate Karim Benzema 
to be named the world’s best 
player this year.

Vinicius scored the only 
goal of the game as Real Ma-
drid beat Liverpool to win 
their 14th Champions League 
title in May, having also played 
a key role in Los Blancos’ dom-
inant La Liga triumph.

The Brazilian scored 22 
goals and recorded 16 assists 
in all competitions during the 
2021-22 season, the latter fig-
ure representing a team-high 
total and one bettered only 
by Thomas Muller (22), Ky-
lian Mbappe (21) and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold (18) among 
players in Europe’s top five 
leagues.

Brazil’s 2002 World Cup 
winner Rivaldo recently tipped 
Vinicius to challenge for the ti-
tle of the world’s best as early 
as next year, but the winger 

believes the examples set by 
fellow Madrid stars Benzema 
and Luka Modric show he has 
a long way to go.   

“It’s [the Ballon d’Or] 
something that has to come 
naturally,” Vinicius told You-
Tube channel Que Papinho.  
“Karim is 35 years old and now 
he will win it, Modric won it at 
33 [in 2018].

“I have many years to 
evolve, a very long road for 
me if God wants me to win it 
one day.”

Vinicius: Ballon d’Or must 
‘come naturally’, tips  
Benzema for 2022
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Australia’s Nick Kyrgios reacts after winning against Chile’s Cristian Garin in the men’s singles quarter-final 
of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios’ father, Matt Reid (L) fist-bumbs with his son’s partner, Costeen Hatzi (R) after Nick 
beat Chile’s Cristian Garin in the men’s singles quarter-final at Wimbledon on Wednesday. (AFP)

Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina celebrates winning against Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic in the women’s sin-
gles quarter-final on the tenth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club 
in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Laporta reiterates Barca’s De Jong stance, says Ronaldo ‘interesting’
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

BARCELONA have no inten-
tion of selling Frenkie de Jong 
to Manchester United, accord-
ing to club president Joan 
Laporta, although he admit-
ted the club’s perilous finan-
cial situation could create the 
“need” for a sale.

Meanwhile, Laporta la-
belled Cristiano Ronaldo’s ap-
parent desire to leave United 
“interesting” but would not be 
drawn on whether the Blau-
grana would target the Portu-
guese legend.

De Jong, who starred in 
Erik ten Hag’s Ajax side before 
moving to Barcelona in 2019, 
has been touted as United’s 
top transfer target since the 
Dutchman was announced as 
the club’s new boss in April.

While the midfielder ex-
pressed his desire to stay at 

Barcelona in May, the club’s 
need to reduce their wage bill 
has led to suggestions a sale 
could still be possible.

Laporta said last week he 
would do “what is in my pow-
er” to keep De Jong but ac-
knowledged the Netherlands 

international would need to 
agree to a salary adjustment to 
remain at Camp Nou.

The Blaugrana presi-
dent repeated that stance at 
Wednesday’s unveiling of new 
signing Franck Kessie, say-
ing of De Jong: “He’s a Barca 
player and if we don’t have the 
need, we won’t sell him. We 
don’t want to sell him.  

“We know he has offers, 
but right now we’re not selling 
this player.” While Ten Hag 
appears to see De Jong as the 
ideal candidate to be the ful-
crum of his new United side, 
it remains to be seen whether 
Ronaldo will remain at Old 
Trafford after widespread 
reports of his desire to leave 
for a Champions League club 
emerged last week.  

Ronaldo scored 24 goals 
in all competitions for United 
last season, but the club ended 
the season in sixth place with 

their lowest-ever Premier 
League points tally (58).

But Laporta refused to 
be drawn on whether Barce-
lona could make a remarkable 
move for the 37-year-old, who 
starred in four Champions 
League triumphs with their 
historic rivals Real Madrid.

“I had dinner on Monday 
with [Ronaldo’s agent] Jorge 
Mendes and we talked about 
the market in general,” he 
added.

“Cristiano? I’m not going 
to talk about the players who 
came out of the meeting, but 
it’s always interesting to know 
how some names are on the 
market.

“I’m not going to talk about 
players in one way or another, 
it could be misunderstood. It 
doesn’t contribute anything to 
the interests of Barca. We have 
to respect the players who have 
contracts with other teams.”

FC Barcelona’s new Ivorian midfielder Franck Kessie during his presen-
tation ceremony at the Joan Gamper training ground in Sant Joan 
Despi, near Barcelona on Wednesday. (AFP)

Karim Benzema.



Ferrari must consolidate 
on Red Bull’s home turf 

as F1 visits Austria
STATS PERFORM/DPA

AFTER recent issues with reli-
ability putting a dent in their 
championship hopes, Ferrari 
were able to marginally re-
cover at the British Grand Prix 
with Carlos Sainz’s maiden 
Formula One race win.

It was a bittersweet Sunday 
for the Scuderia at Silverstone, 
however, with tactics scupper-
ing a potential one-two finish 
with Charles Leclerc, who fell 
away to finish fourth on old-
er hard tyres following a late 
safety car.

Ferrari capitalized to some 
extent, but were not able to 
take full advantage of Max 
Verstappen’s damaged floor 
putting him out of contention 
for the race win.

Now heading into Red 
Bull’s home race at the Austri-
an Grand Prix, the champion-
ship challengers simply must 
recover more ground if they 
are to mount a real threat in 
the standings.

Reigning world cham-
pion Verstappen has won the 
last two races and claimed 
the last two pole positions at 
Spielberg, however, making a 
repeat of Sunday’s run to the 
chequered flag for Ferrari un-
likely.

Red Bull have won three 
of the past four Austrian GPs, 

with Verstappen taking all 
three for the team.

The Red Bull Ring has 
been a happy hunting ground 
for the 24-year-old, reaching 
the podium six times, with two 
fastest laps as well as his four 
wins and two pole positions, 
with all being the most out of 
any circuit in his career.

A Ferrari win would prove 
an important historical mo-
ment for the team, though, as 
well as what it means in con-
text of this season.

The Scuderia need only 23 

points to be the first team in F1 
to reach 9,000 points, while 
both they and Mercedes are 
one win away from equalling 
McLaren’s record six wins in 
Austria.

Despite a tricky start to the 
season, Sainz has slowly de-
veloped confidence in the car, 
with six podiums this season 
One more would see him sur-
pass his total over the previous 
seven seasons in F1, and could 
be the first Spaniard since Fer-
nando Alonso in 2010 to re-
cord back-to-back wins.

BEN Stokes expects Eng-
land’s fresh approach to 
batting fourth in Tests 

to strike fear in their oppo-
nents after they secured a stir-
ring victory over India with 
their highest-ever successful 
run chase.

The England skipper won 
the toss against India but 
elected to bowl first knowing 
that his team had successfully 
chased fourth-innings targets 
of 299, 296 and 277 in three 
Tests against New Zealand last 
month.

India set a target of 378 
in their rescheduled Test at 
Edgbaston which England 
cruised to for the loss of only 
three wickets as in-form duo 
Joe Root (142*) and Jonny 
Bairstow (114*) steered them 
home with an unbroken 269-
run stand.

“Look at how teams will be 
viewing us at the moment, that 
third innings now has become 
a fourth innings, because 
they have to concentrate on 
how we’re going to play, and 
they’re worried about that,” 
Stokes said. 

“So to be in that position 
as a team, being feared before 
they’ve even finished their in-
nings is an unbelievable place to 
be in.  Teams don’t know how to 

play the third innings, especially 
when they’ve got a lead.”

With a newfound confi-
dence in batting fourth Eng-
land have chased down impos-
ing targets in each of the four 
Tests they have played since 
Stokes took over the captaincy 
from Root.

Under Root’s guidance 

England had slumped to a 
streak of one win in 17 Tests 
and plummeted to the bottom 
of the ICC World Test Cham-
pionship standings.

Four consecutive victo-
ries has pushed England two 
places higher to seventh as a 
refreshed group reignites in-
terest in the team across the 

local summer.
“We are trying to rewrite 

how Test cricket is being 
played, in England especially,” 
Stokes said. 

“All the different plans that 
we put together over the last 
four or five weeks, for every dif-
ferent situation is something 
we’ll look to carry forward. 

“It’s not always about 
bowling top of off or drying up, 
it’s how are we going to take 
wickets? That’s what you need 
to do as a bowling attack, take 
10 wickets.”

England will now move to 
multiple white-ball series at 
home with three T20Is and 
three ODIs against both India 
and South Africa.

They will then look to con-
tinue their ominous white-ball 
form and perhaps fourth-in-
nings heroics in a three Tests 
against South Africa that starts 
on 17 August with a clash at 
Lord’s. 

“We know that we want to 
give new life to Test cricket, 
and the way that we go about 
it, and the support that we’ve 
received over the last five 
weeks has been incredible,” 
Stokes said. 

“It’s amazing, in such a 
short space of time, we feel 
like we are bringing a new set 
of fans to the game. 

“Inspiring the next genera-
tion is what we want to do, this 
game at the moment is bigger 
than results for us, it’s about 
people who come in to repre-
sent England in the future, guys 
who come into the dressing 
room after. We want to leave a 
mark on Test cricket.” (ICC)

We are trying to rewrite how Test 
cricket is played: Ben Stokes

DOHA

TELEVISIÓN Española 
(TVE), the leading Spanish 
public service broadcaster, has 
committed to Premier Padel 
agreeing a major deal to show-
case padel’s leading tour in 
Spain non-exclusively for the 
2022 season.

TVE will begin its Premier 
Padel coverage with July’s 
Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major taking place at the 
iconic Stade Roland-Garros. 
The tournament gets under-
way on July 11th, concluding 
on the 17th. The deal also in-
cludes rights to the inaugural 
P1 event, the Madrid Premier 
Padel P1 taking place at the 
WiZink Center from August 
1st to 6th. 

TVE will broadcast all 

‘Majors’ and ‘P1’ events from 
the 2022 Premier Padel cal-
endar, with select matches to 
be broadcast on the network’s 
linear channel Teledeporte 
and in RTVE Play, the broad-
caster’s digital platform. Cov-
erage will continue to be trans-
mitted for free on YouTube in 
Spain. 

The overall exposure and 
audiences that Premier Padel 
will achieve in Spain thanks to 
the deal with TVE will be un-
paralleled.

This news further high-
lights the growing global 
popularity of the sport since 
the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA) and 

Qatar Sports Investments 
(QSI).

May’s Italy Premier Padel 
Major had the most extensive 
reach of any event in padel’s 
history after the tournament 
was broadcast in 167 territo-
ries globally, surpassing the 

156 regions that showed the 
inaugural event, the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major 2022 in March, 
further highlighting the fact 
that Premier Padel once again 
is proving popular with the 
world’s leading media outlets.

Luigi Carraro, President of 

the International Padel Feder-
ation, said: “We are delighted 
to bring Televisión Española 

to the Premier Padel family 
for the 2022 season. TVE has 
a reach and exposure in the 
country like no other broad-
caster, which means millions 
of fans will have the opportuni-
ty to be inspired by our players 
and enjoy our tournaments, all 
starting with the Greenweez 
Paris Premier Padel Major 
from the iconic Stade Roland-
Garros from July 11th. The In-
ternational Padel Federation is 
constantly looking at ways to 
bring bigger and broader audi-
ences to padel all around the 
world with a focus on inclusiv-
ity and accessibility – and this 
deal with TVE in Spain is testa-
ment to that.”

Premier Padel will host 
at least ten (10) new tourna-
ments in 2022 – including 
four category one “Major” 

events. The first major – the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major 2022 – 
took place in Doha in March, 
with the Italy Premier Padel 
Major concluding in historic 
Foro Italico in May. 

The other category one 
tournaments are the Green-
weez Paris Premier Padel Ma-
jor at Stade Roland-Garros 
taking place from 11th July to 
17th July, and the Mexico Pre-
mier Padel Major at the Club 
Sonoma en Monterrey, Méxi-
co from 28th November to 4th 
December. 

The Madrid Premier Padel 
P1 taking place from August 
1st to 6th will be the inaugu-
ral category two tournament, 
followed very quickly by the 
Argentina Premier Padel P1 
which takes place from 8th to 
14th August.

Television Espanola to broadcast Premier Padel in Spain

Rohit joins India 
team ahead of 1st 

T20I at Southampton
ANI

SOUTHAMPTON

INDIA opener Rohit Sharma 
has joined Team India ahead 
of their first T20I game against 
England, which will take place 
in Southampton on Thursday.

The batter was seen sweat-
ing it out in nets.

The Indian skipper was sup-
posed to play the fifth and final 
rescheduled Test match here at 
the Edgbaston cricket stadium 
in Birmingham starting July 1 
but could not do so after testing 
positive for COVID-19 just days 
before the match.

Rohit Sharma, who was 
playing in India’s ongo-
ing four-day warm-up game 
against Leicestershire, had 
gone into quarantine after the 
report. The 35-year-old was 
out of isolation after having 
tested negative for COVID-19.

Rohit is all set to play the 
first T20I International in 
Southampton on July 7 but the 
likes of Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Rishabh Pant and Ravindra 
Jadeja will be available from the 
second T20I onwards.

“Recovery has been good. 
It has been eight to nine days 
since I tested positive for COV-
ID-19. Currently, I feel good. 
I started training three days 
back. I wanted to participate 
in the match since my body 
feels better, and there are no 
symptoms. I tested negative 
two to three times. I am look-
ing forward to the game,” said 
Rohit in a press conference.

On whether this series is a 
preparation for this year’s T20 
World Cup, he said, “We have 
an eye on World T20. I would 
not say that (this series) is a 
preparation. Every match for 
India is important for us. We 
want to come here and make 
sure we tick all our boxes and 
we get our job done.”

Rohit said that England 
are going to be a challenging 
side to take on, but the team 
is prepared since they played 
two T20Is in Ireland and two 
warm-up matches against 
Derbyshire and Northampton-
shire ahead of England T20I 
series after that.

On whether the loss in the 
final Test at Edgbaston has 

an effect on players here, the 
captain said, “You want that 
hunger to be there all the time. 
I certainly see that hunger in 
that group. It is disappointing 
to have not come out on the 
winning side.”

The captain said that Um-
ran Malik is still in the scheme 
of things for the team after not 
performing upto the mark in 
T20Is against Ireland.

“We are trying to give him 
an understanding of what the 
team requires from him. We 
have to see what he has to offer 
to us. He is an exciting pros-
pect, we have seen it in IPL. 
It is about giving him a role, 
whether we want him to bowl 
with a new ball or in the mid-
dle overs because when you 
play for a franchise, you have a 
different role. Guys here have 
a certain skill set, it is about 
understanding it, fitting these 
people in the side and giving 
them role clarity,” he added.

Malik, a pace sensation 
from Jammu and Kashmir, did 
not have the best start to his 
International Cricket career 
after a dream IPL 2022 season 
with Sunrisers Hyderabad, in 
which he took 22 wickets. He 
conceded 14 runs in his only 
over in the first T20I against 
Ireland, and took one wicket 
for 42 runs in four overs, with 
an economy rate of over 10.

The series will serve as an 
important platform for the 
star batter after he had a sub-
par Indian Premier League 
2022 with Mumbai Indians, in 
which he could only score 268 
runs in 14 games at a sub-par 
average of 19.14. He could not 
manage even a single half-cen-
tury in the tournament, with 
the best score of 48.

The T20I series between 
India and England will consist 
of three T20Is and will start 
from Thursday onwards.
India’s squad for 1st T20I: 
Rohit Sharma (Captain), Ishan 
Kishan, Ruturaj Gaekwad, Sanju 
Samson, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Deepak Hooda, Rahul Tripathi, 
Dinesh Karthik (wk), Hardik Pan-
dya, Venkatesh Iyer, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Ravi Bishnoi, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Harshal 
Patel, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep 
Singh, Umran Malik.

Televisión Española (TVE) 
will begin its Premier 

Padel coverage with July’s 
Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major taking place 

at the iconic Stade 
Roland-Garros. The tourna-

ment gets underway on 
July 11th, concluding on 
the 17th. The deal also 

includes rights to the inau-
gural P1 event, the Madrid 

Premier Padel  
P1 taking place at the 

WiZink Center from  
August 1st to 6th. 

England’s captain Ben Stokes watches the ball after playing a shot during play on Day 3 of the fifth cricket 
Test match between England and India at Edgbaston, Birmingham. (AFP)

Rohit Sharma with India’s interim coach VVS Laxman ahead of the 
first T20I against England in Southampton on Wednesday.

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr in the pits during the F1 British 
Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in England. (AFP)

After a win at the British Grand Prix, Ferrari must  
continue their revival this weekend to further boost 

their championship hopes.

UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar wearing the 
best young rider’s white jersey cycles across a cobblestone sector in 
the final kilometers of the 5th stage of the 109th edition of the Tour 
de France cycling race, 153.7km between Lille and Arenberg Porte du 
Hainaut, in northern France, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Pogacar impressive  
in vintage Tour stage, 
Van Aert retains lead

AGENCIES
ARENBERG (FRANCE)

TADEJ Pogacar passed his 
first Tour de France test with 
flying colours when he gained 
time over all his rivals on the 
cobbled roads in a vintage fifth 
stage on Wednesday.

The two-time defending 
champion, who was expected 
to suffer on the 19km of cob-
bles peppering the 157-km ride 
from Lille, finished 51 seconds 
behind stage winner Simon 
Clarke of Australia but left the 
overall contenders behind.

“It was a really good day 
for me, I didn’t have any bad 
luck and I felt good on the cob-
bles,” said Pogacar, who as a 

professional has never taken 
part in the Paris-Roubaix 
cobbled classic. “I could not 
stay strong until the end but I 
tried.”
Stage 5 Results
1. Simon Clarke, Australia, 
Israel-Premier Tech, 3:13:35; 
2. Taco van der Hoorn, Nether-
lands, Intermarche-Wanty-Gobert 
Materiaux, same time; 3. 
Edvald Boasson Hagen, Norway, 
TotalEnergies, :02 behind; 4. 
Neilson Powless, United States, 
EF Education-EasyPost, :04; 5. 
Magnus Cort Nielsen, Denmark, 
EF Education-Easypost, :30; 6. 
J Stuyven, Germany, Trek-Sega-
fredo, :51; 7. Tadej Pogacar, 
Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, 
same time.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN less than five months’ time, 
Qatar will welcome the world 
to the first FIFA World Cup to 
be staged in the Middle East 
and Arab world. This will pro-
vide an opportunity for Qa-
tar’s diverse communities to 
showcase themselves to visi-
tors during the tournament.

As these communities 
have an important role to 
play in the cultural experience 
around Qatar 2022, the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
& Legacy (SC) partnered with 
fellow SC Legacy Programme, 
Josoor Institute, on a series of 
capacity building workshops 
aimed at preparing communi-
ty leaders with standardising 
community cultural activa-
tions and performances.

Held both online and in per-
son, the workshops focused on 
the following six themes in an 
interactive setting: Role of Lead-
ership, Influence & Teamwork; 
Creativity & Planning; Negotiate 
& Motivate; Delivery & Impact; 
Observation Activity and Meas-
uring Success. These skill-based 
workshops not only provided 
valuable tools for preparing ac-
tivations for the FIFA World 
Cup™, it gave community lead-
ers new skill sets, networks and 
expertise to uplift their profes-
sional development.

“The workshops have been 
fantastic in teaching me skills 
that I can use for not only the 
World Cup, but for my com-
munity in general,” said Mitch 
Scott, President, Australians 
and New Zealanders in Qatar 
Society. “We can take these 
skills and build more engage-
ment around our community.”

The final two workshop 
sessions took place on 2 July 
at Multaqa (Education City 
Student Center) on the cam-
pus of Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, with over 30 com-
munity leaders attending the 
sessions. This included Costa 
Rican community leader Ga-
briela Marin Fallas.

“For us, it’s very important 
to be in these workshops be-
cause the Supreme Commit-
tee is giving us the tools that 
provide us the opportunity to 

participate in World Cup ac-
tivations, to show our culture 
and the big efforts that we 
have been doing here in Qa-
tar,” said Fallas.

Among the events where 
Qatar’s communities will play 
an important role is the Cul-
tural Activation FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™. In empow-
ering those communities with 
important preparation skills, 
visitors are sure to be treated to 
an unforgettable cultural expe-
rience during the tournament. 
  

“These unique workshops 
have been able to change the 
model of engagement with our 
communities from an inform-
ative level to an active par-

ticipation and empowerment 
stage,” said Khaled Al Suwaidi, 
the SC’s Stakeholder Relations 
Director. “The workshops also 
allowed for our community 

leaders to network and share 
experiences, which highlights 
the diversity and connectivity 
of our communities in Qatar.”

Crucial to the delivery of 

the workshops was the SC’s 
collaboration with Josoor In-
stitute and their experience 
in training professionals for 
the sports and events manage-

ment industry.
“We are delighted to have 

played an important role in 
facilitating these workshops 
for Qatar’s community lead-
ers,” said Afraa Al Noaimi, 
Executive Director, Josoor 
Institute. “We hope that the 
sessions were informative for 
them and their communities, 
and that it will enable them to 
make the most creative contri-
bution possible to the various 
community and cultural acti-
vations that take place before 
and during the World Cup.”

In order to deliver an im-
mersive cultural fan experi-
ence during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™, Qatar is 
inviting artists from across the 
globe to showcase their talents 
during the tournament. Artists 
that are interested in becom-
ing part of the host country en-
tertainment offering can apply 
here. For further information, 
email community@sc.qa. 

A first-come, first-served 
ticket sales phase is now open 
until 16 August. Visit FIFA.
com/tickets for further details.

SC and Josoor Institute complete capacity building 
workshop series preparing community leaders
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AL Shaqab, member of Qa-
tar Foundation, the home of 
Qatar’s equine heritage will 
mark the auspicious occasion 
of Eid Al Adha with Festival 
comprising a variety of enter-
taining activities and exciting 
events for families and for all 
ages at its magnificent Lon-
gines Indoor Arena.

The events to be held from 
July 9 (Saturday) to July 12 
(Tuesday) will be conducted 
from 4pm to 8pm on each day 
including meet-and-greet op-
portunities with horses and 
ponies.

The activities shall run 
along with the duration of the 
festival (4pm to 8pm) for 45 
minutes and with 15 minutes 
break interval. It will include 
Carriage Ride (all ages), Pony 
Ride (Children ages 3 to 12), 
Pony Games (Children ages 
6 to 12; Will run twice/daily 
(4:30pm and 6:30pm), Adults 
Ride (Ages 13 and above), Tra-
ditional Ride (Arabic horses 
with Arabic saddles) All ages.

The festival arena will also 
have a kids zone besides food 
and beverages.

Al Shaqab stands as an 
enduring tribute to the Ara-
bian horse and the tradi-
tion of equestrian excellence 
and hosts several equestrian 
events throughout the year be-
sides training riders at its rid-
ing academy.

It also combines several 
family and social events along-
side the equestrian events dur-
ing Hathab (Qatar Equestrian 
Tour) and international events 
including CHI and Longines 
Global Champions Tour.

Al Shaqab Eid Al Adha Festival with family events at Longines Arena

 The events to be held from July 9 (Saturday) to July 12 (Tuesday) will be conducted from 4pm to 8pm on each day including meet-and-greet opportunities with horses and ponies. The activities shall run along with the 
duration of the festival (4pm to 8pm) for 45 minutes and with 15 minutes break interval. It will include Carriage Ride (all ages), Pony Ride (Children ages 3 to 12), Pony Games (Children ages 6 to 12; Will run twice/
daily (4:30pm and 6:30pm), Adults Ride (Ages 13 and above), Traditional Ride (Arabic horses with Arabic saddles) All ages.

Skill-based workshops 
aimed at empowering 

Qatar’s communities to 
deliver new and enhanced 
cultural programming for 

the FIFA World Cup  
and beyond.



ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

ALGERIAN people achieved 
the freedom of their homeland 
after long years of persistence, 
determination, enormous sac-
rifices and heroic efforts, as 
they resisted oppression, coer-
cion and extermination by the 
French colonialists, the Am-
bassador of Algeria to Qatar 
HE Dr Mustefa Boutora has 
said.

Algeria achieved its sov-
ereignty 60 years ago on 5th 
July 1962. 

At a reception hosted by 
him at Diplomatic Club on 
Wednesday, the Algerian am-
bassador paid tributes to the 
millions of martyrs who sac-
rificed their lives during more 
than 132 years of the struggle 
for Independence. 

Those present on the oc-
casion included Minister of 
State and President of Qatar 
National Library HE Dr Ham-
ad bin Abdulaziz Al Kuwadi, 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al 
Muraikhi, Director of Proto-
col at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Ambassador Ibrahim 
HE Yousif Abdullah Fakhro, 
Ambassador of Eritrea and 
Dean of diplomatic Corps HE 
Ali Ibrahim Ahmed, ambassa-
dors, members of the media, 
members of the Algerian com-
munity, and guests.

Dr Boutora said that de-
spite the difficulties and chal-
lenges after attaining inde-
pendence, the country has 
moved on sustainable path of 
development and moderniza-
tion with major political re-
forms, adoption of Constitu-
tion and ambitious leadership.

The Algerian envoy said the 
country’s leadership believes in 
investing in human develop-
ment, education and health. 
Algeria ranks 7th in Arab world 
and 91st in the world as per 
2022 UN Development Index, 
a result of the great efforts of 
public authorities.

There are 66 universities, 
47 national institutes, 29,000 
educational institutions 
country wide (20,000 pri-
mary schools, 6,000 prepara-
tory schools and 3,000 high 
schools) with more than 11 mil-
lion students, with an annual 

budget of $1 billion (2022). 
Dr Boutora said that coun-

try has around 400 hospitals 
and thousands of neighbor-
hood health institutions, hav-
ing an annual budget of $3.1 
billion (2022).

In addition to free educa-
tion, health and social housing, 
the Algerian state pays close 
attention to providing a decent 
living to its citizens, with a very 
large budget for social trans-
fers and assistance to low-
income people, which in 2022 
amounted to nearly $12.5 bil-
lion. The government assists 

young people financially and 
administratively to set up their 
own private institutions with 
qualitative support (interest-
free loans, tax exemptions, free 
agricultural and industrial real 
estate plots etc.).

On the economic front, the  
government encourages part-
nerships with global institu-
tions and to attract foreign in-
vestments in a profit-winning 
format to promote sustainable 
national development, particu-
larly in sectors including indus-
try, agriculture and tourism. 

The non-petrochemical 

sector is estimated to generate 
a revenue of $7 billion by the 
end of the year.

Talking about bilateral 
relations between Qatar and 
Algeria, Dr Boutora said the 
two brotherly countries have 
excellent ties based on friend-
liness and mutual respect and 
the leaderships of the two 
countries are in constant con-
sultation. 

He said the recent visits 
by leaders of both countries 
have opened a new chapter in 
bilateral relations, including 
state visits by President Ab-

dul Majid Tabun to Qatar in 
February 2022, earlier visit in 
same month by the Amir HH  
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, and the visit on 25 June 
to participate in the opening 
ceremony of the Mediterra-
nean games. 

“These relations are further 
strengthened by the signing of 
many cooperation agreements 
in various fields such as the fur-
ther investment in expansion of 
Algerian-Qatari Steel Company 
(BELARA) Complex, moving 
to the second phase of produc-
tion of 4 million tons/year; and 
in the telecommunication sec-
tor with the total investment of 
around $2 billion, makes Qatar 
the largest investor from Arab 
countries in Algeria.”

The agreements include 
MoUs in the fields of higher 
education, scientific research, 
and technology with second 
executive program 2022-
2025; MoU for cooperation, 
exchange of experiences in 
the family sector and social 
development; MoU to estab-
lish periodic Joint political 
consultations at the foreign 
ministers level.
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Algerians mark 60th independence anniversary with fervour

FIFA+ now in Arabic, taking 
available languages to ten

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ARABIC has been added as an 
official platform language on 
FIFA+, making the new digital 
destination for football fandom 
more accessible to over 300 
million native speakers around 
the world.

To mark the launch, two 
new Original documentaries 
have also gone live; Mo: A Glob-
al Icon, charting the impact 
that Liverpool star Mo Salah 
has had on the world, and Hab-
si, a behind-the-scenes journey 

in to the career of goalkeeper 
Ali Al-Habsi, from Oman to the 
Premier League, FA Cup glory 
and beyond. 

Arabic now takes the num-
ber of localised editions for 
FIFA+ to 10, following the ad-
dition of Bahasa, Italian, Japa-
nese and Korean last month to 
the founding languages of Eng-
lish, French, Spanish, German 
and Portuguese. 

The news also follows the 
2022 addition of Arabic as an 
official FIFA language, as di-
rected by the FIFA Statutes. 

Discussing the launch, 

FIFA+ Head of Content, James 
Marley said, “The Arabic world 
is rich with football narratives, 
and we’re not only excited to 
now be making FIFA+ more 
accessible to fans in the region, 
but to start bringing a global 
audience to many of its incred-
ible stories. 

“We’re kicking off with Mo: 
A Global Icon and Habsi, but 
there is so much more to come, 
from grassroots to the pro-
fessional game – particularly 
as we head towards the FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar.”

Since launch, FIFA+ has 

continued to grow to wider au-
diences and develop new and 
exciting content streams. 

Completely free, it is the 
new digital destination for 
football fandom, offering an 
extensive archive of all men’s 
and women’s FIFA World Cup 
matches, thousands of live fix-
tures every year, interactive 
games and predictors, and a 
slate of original documenta-
ries, docuseries, talk shows 
and shorts, including “Croatia: 
Defining A Nation”, “Ronald-
inho”, “HD Cutz”, “Dani Crazy 
Dream” and “Icons”.

QNL hosts discussion 
and book signing for 
ex-health minister’s 
first novel ‘Smedra’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR National Library 
(QNL) hosted a book discus-
sion and signing for former 
minister of health HE Dr Ab-
dulrahman bin Salem Al Ku-
wari’s first novel ‘Smedra’ on 
Wednesday. 

The novel mixes reality 
and imagination and address-
es several social, political, in-
tellectual and human rights 
issues stemming from the 
principles of freedom, justice 
and equality as absolute hu-

man rights. 
The event was attended 

by State Minister, Qatar and 
President of Qatar National 
Library HE Dr Hamad bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Kawari and Presi-
dent of the Qatar Press Center 
Saad Al Rumaihi. 

Commenting on the 
event, Dr Kawari said, “To-
day, we celebrate the launch 
of Dr Kuwari’s first novel 
Smedra, which provides a 
profound window into the 
issues of change and po-
litical transition in the Arab 
world. This ceremony falls in 

line with the mission of the 
Library in promoting edu-
cational and cultural oppor-
tunities throughout Qatar 
and the world. We are also 
pleased to provide a plat-
form for Qatari writers and 
creators to support them in 
showcasing their work.” 

As part of its aim to pro-
mote imagination, discovery 
and nourishment to the hu-
man spirit, the library will 
continue to invest its efforts to 
share knowledge and empow-
er future generations across 
and beyond Qatar.

World Kiswahili Language Day to be celebrated today
The Embassy of Tanzania plans to introduce 
Kiswahili Language course in Qatar

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

TODAY (July 7) marks the first 
World Kiswahili Language 
Day, which honours the value 
of multilingualism by paying 
tribute to the language. The 
embassy of the United Re-
public of Tanzania intends to 
launch a programme in which 
non-Kiswahili speakers in Qa-
tar can learn the language. The 
Tanzanian community in Qatar 
recently gathered to commem-
orate the day.

In November last year, 
the United Nations, through 
UNESCO, declared that July 
7 of each year will be an offi-
cial day to celebrate Kiswahili 
worldwide. Kiswahili is not 
only a language of communi-
cation, but also a window into 
various cultures, ideas and 
forms of education.

In an interview with the 
media, Tanzanian Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Dr Mahadhi Juma 
Maalim said that Tanzania em-
bassies around the world have 
organised various functions 
such as seminars, cultural 
shows, and others to celebrate 
and propagate Kiswahili. “We 
met our own community at the 
end of June, and we celebrated 
it right away. So, on that spe-
cific day, we will have no activi-
ties, but back home, there will 
be large functions in a variety of 
locations.”

He went on to say that to-
day was significant because 
Kiswahili is the first native Af-
rican language to be granted 
such recognition. “The effort 
has been there for a long time, 
but it is now the only African 
language spoken in nearly 14 
countries, including the two 
native countries, Tanzania and 

Kenya, where Swahili began.”
According to him, the lan-

guage is now widely spoken in 
other countries such as Ugan-
da, Rwanda, Burundi, Yemen, 
and Oman. “It is an official lan-
guage, and it is the African Pan-
African Parliament’s official 
language in SADC.  It was also 
adopted as one of the African 
Union’s official languages. And 
now, getting this recognition 
at the UN level is important 

because it is being taught and 
studied in various universities 
around the world.”

According to Ambassador 
Maalim, the language is im-
portant because it allows peo-
ple to connect in business and 
interact, and ordinary people 
can communicate effectively 
in Kiswahili. He stated that for 
cultural diplomacy, most Tan-
zanian embassies have begun 
teaching foreigners Kiswahili.

Furthermore, he stated that 
the embassy in Qatar has ap-
proached an organisation that 
organises language training in 
languages such as Arabic and 
English. “They have expressed 
an interest in collaborating with 
us to offer a Kiswahili course. 
We have some people in our 
community who have children 
who do not speak Kiswahili, 
and they will most likely be the 
first clients who want their chil-

dren to be able to communicate 
in Swahili.”

He stated that the embassy 
has already spoken with com-
munity volunteers who can 
teach the language, with some 
having a teaching background. 
They will follow a curriculum 
and read books written by ex-
perts back home.

According to the envoy, 
children have the ability to 
master multiple languages and 

will aid in the preservation and 
promotion of Kiswahili.

“We have many institu-
tions at home that promote 
Kiswahili. Right now, more 
countries are teaching Kiswa-
hili, including South Africa, 
and as part of the celebra-
tion, Tanzania and South Af-
rica will sign an agreement for 
Tanzania to help South Africa 
by providing experts to teach 
Kiswahili in their schools. 
Botswana had also done so. 
Namibia, I believe, is in the 
process, and many universi-
ties already offer that course. 
Something which we would 
like to see happening, is for 
more media houses to start 
Kiswahili services. Some me-
dia organisations including 
BBC, Voice of America, Radio 
Cairo and other have Kiswahili 
service. If Al Jazeera can have 
Swahili service it will help pro-
mote the language, because 
those people who cannot get 
their information through 
English or Arabic, they will be 
able to get it through Swahili.”


