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CHRISTOPHE Galtier has 
been confirmed as the new 
Paris Saint-Germain head 
coach on Tuesday after Mauri-
cio Pochettino left the Ligue 1 
champions.

PSG won the league by 
a margin of 15 points in the 
2021-22 season, but Pochet-
tino departed on Tuesday fol-
lowing his failure to deliver 
their first Champions League 
title.

Galtier, 55, is the man who 
has been trusted to take over 
at PSG, strongly supported 
by new sporting director Luis 
Campos.

Campos and Galtier have 
worked together previously 
when they combined at Lille 
to create the team that pipped 
PSG to the Ligue 1 title by a 
point in 2020-21.

Galtier left Lille days after 
they won that championship, 
joining Nice.

But he spent only a single 
season on the French Riviera - 
finishing fifth and reaching the 
Coupe de France final – before 
leaving late last month, with 
Nice bringing back Lucien 
Favre as his replacement.

That move came as specu-
lation persisted around Galti-
er’s move to PSG, with Pochet-
tino’s exit anticipated since 
the end of last season.

Pochettino’s departure 
was confirmed just hours  
before Galtier appeared 
alongside PSG presi-
dent Nasser Al Khelaifi at a 
news conference.

Galtier will be tasked with 
finally ending PSG’s wait for 
Champions League glory, 
their latest failure in the com-
petition coming in a second-
leg collapse against eventu-
al winners Real Madrid in the 
last 16.

He becomes the club’s 
sixth coach since 2012.

Galtier said he was ready 
to impose himself on Paris 
Saint-Germain’s dressing 
room of superstars.

Galtier, who left PSG’s 
Ligue 1 rivals Nice last month, 
has signed a two-year deal at 
the Parc des Princes with the 
French champions confirming 
the appointment shortly after 
announcing Pochettino’s de-
parture.

“Yes, I am emotional, yes 
I am proud,” Galtier said at a 
press conference in the French 
capital.

“I realise full well the re-
sponsibility that has been giv-
en to me but I have prepared 
for this. I wouldn’t have ac-

cepted this job if I didn’t think 
I was capable of it.”

Galtier may not be as well-
known internationally as some 
of the other names who had 
been linked with the PSG job – 
most notably Zinedine Zidane 
– but he has an outstanding 
reputation in France where he 
won the Ligue 1 title with Lille 
last year.

He insisted he was not 
afraid of making his mark on 
a PSG dressing room full of 
star names even beyond Ky-
lian Mbappe, Lionel Messi and 
Neymar.

“It is a privilege to have a 
dressing room full of world-
class players,” he said.

“You have to talk with 
them but also impose yourself. 

There can be no compromises.
“We must have a common 

project but there will not be a 
revolution. I am going to ob-
serve and listen, and I know 
I will have the backing of 
the management if there is a 
player who doesn’t fall in line 
with the project of the club.”

The club had earlier issued 
a short statement confirming 
what had been widely-touted 
for weeks – the departure of 
Pochettino with a year re-
maining on his contract.

“Paris Saint-Germain con-
firm that Mauricio Pochettino 
has ended his role at the club,” 
said a club statement as the 
former Tottenham Hotspur 
coach left the Parc des Princes 
after 18 months in charge.

Galtier’s switch to PSG 
‘good for everyone’ says 
Nice president 
Nice president Jean-Pierre 
Rivere harbours no ill-will to-
wards Christophe Galtier, who 
he hopes the best for PSG.

The former Lille coach 
enjoyed a fine start to his 
single season in the south 
of France, with Nice flying 
high in Ligue 1 and embark-
ing on a run to the Coupe de 
France final, beating PSG en 
route.

However, Nice were un-
able to keep up their push 
for Champions League quali-
fication and ultimately had to 
settle for fifth place, while they 
were defeated 1-0 by Nantes 
in the Coupe de France final 

in May.  Nevertheless, Rivere 
is happy that Galtier has the 
chance to coach a star-stud-
ded PSG team, and believes 
the impending move suits all 
parties.

He told L’Equipe: “I am 
very happy that Christophe 
has the opportunity to coach 
PSG and I will always keep a 
watchful eye on him.

“This alignment of the 
planets is good for everyone.” 

Galtier did not reportedly 
see eye to eye with Nice sport-
ing director Julien Fournier, 
and Rivere conceded there 

were issues at the club.
“There were these ten-

sions that should not have 
been expressed in the press,” 
he added.

“It may seem very confus-
ing, but we analysed the situ-
ation calmly and I was able to 
explain my strategy to (IN-
EOS director of sport) Dave 
(Brailsford).

“Nice must project itself 
with an offensive style, from 
the training centre to the first 
team. The pleasure we had at 
one time has been lost over the 
last three years.” 

PSG name ‘proud’ Galtier as new 
coach as Pochettino departs
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NOVAK Djokovic pulled off a 
great escape on Centre Court 
to deny Jannik Sinner in five 
sets and reach the Wimbledon 
semi-finals for an 11th time.

Djokovic won 5-7, 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in 3 hours and 35 
minutes for his 26th consecu-
tive Wimbledon match win, 
moving two steps away from 
a fourth successive title at the 
All England Club.

It gave him a 10th victory 
in the 11 five-set matches he 
has contested at Wimbledon, 
a fourth-round loss to Mario 
Ancic in 2006 the exception.

From 4-1 ahead in the sec-
ond set, Djokovic’s game went 
into sleep mode for an hour as 
his inspired Italian opponent 
stole a march, Sinner threat-
ening to pull off a shock to fol-
low up his outstanding fourth-
round win over Carlos Alcaraz.

Sinner was profiting from 
Djokovic’s lethargic and er-
ratic display, the crowd lend-
ing him their full support, 
which was no doubt jarring for 
Djokovic given his status as 
one of the tournament’s great-
est champions.

Djokovic gained a foothold 
in the contest by breaking to 
love to lead 3-1 in the third 
set, beckoning to the crowd to 
show him a little love in the 

next game.
From that point he never 

looked back. The tide was not 
so much turning but lapping 
urgently at the Sinner shore-
line, threatening to wash 
away his challenge, and when 
he conceded a break in the 
third game of the deciding set 

the script was almost com-
plete.

Sinner had rolled an ankle 
at the end of the fourth set but 
was quickly back to his feet, 
only to be mowed down by the 
relentless Serbian juggernaut 
on the other side of the net, 
a highlights-reel crosscourt 

backhand winner from Djoko-
vic crowning the comeback as 
the winning line approached.

Djokovic has still not lost 
at Wimbledon since having 
to retire from a quarter-final 
against Tomas Berdych in 
2017 due to an elbow injury.  
He has now matched Jimmy 

Connors’ total of 84 match 
wins at Wimbledon, a total 
only beaten in men’s singles 
by the 105 achieved by Roger 
Federer.

The 11 Wimbledon semi-
finals also put him level with 
Connors, with Federer’s 13 the 
total to beat.

Djokovic digs deep to sink  
Sinner with stunning fightback

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates beating Jannik Sinner during their men’s singles quarter-final match on the ninth day of the 2022 Wimble-
don Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Djokovic won 5-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in 3 hours 
and 35 minutes. It was his 26th consecutive Wimbledon match win. (AFP)
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England  
seal record 
Test chase  
against India 
as series  
ends 2-2
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WOUT van Aert put any frustration from the first three Tour de France 
stages behind him as he won in emphatic fashion in 
Calais. Van Aert finished second in each of the first three 
stages in Denmark but made sure of victory on Tuesday 
with a wonderful late surge that left the rest of the race 
in his wake. Having worked with his Team Jumbo-Visma 
team-mates and a clutch of INEOS Grenadiers riders – 
including Adam Yates and general classification hopeful 
Geraint Thomas - to catch Anthony Perez (Cofidis) on the 
final climb with just over 10 kilometres remaining of the 
route from Dunkirk to Calais, Van Aert powered off down 
the home stretch. A brilliant all-rounder, general standings 
leader Van Aert turned what might have been a bunch 

sprint finish into a solo time trial, and he was able to celebrate as he 
crossed the line, assured of a well-earned success. (DPA)

Van Aert wins stage four to extend overall lead

TOUR DE FRANCE 

French coach Christophe Galtier (L) and PSG’s President Nasser Al 
Khelaifi hold a team jersey as they pose at the end of a press  
conference at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

French coach Christophe Galtier (L) speaks next to PSG’s President Nasser Al Khelaifi during a press conference after being appointed as 
French L1 football club Paris Saint-Germain’s (PSG) head coach at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s national athletics team claimed 11 medals on the first and 
second days of the 2022 West Asian Youth Athletics Championships 
which began in Beirut, Lebanon on Sunday. Ten countries, including 
Kuwait, Oman, UAE, Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Palestine and host 
Lebanon are taking part in the Championships. The athletes list 
includes Nayef Khasif and Omar Daoud (110m hurdles), Saeed Al 
Sahouti (100m and 200m), Tamim Al Tamimi (100m), Abdul Majeed 
Zakaria (200m), Ismail Daoud (400m and 400m hurdles), Muham-
mad Noah (400m hurdles), Abdul Rahman Abkar (400m), Ahmed 
Jibreen (shotput and discus throw), Khaled Al Hajj (discus throw), Saja 
Saadoun (200m and 400m hurdles), Layal Ibrahim (heptathlon and 
high jump), and Samar Al Mansoori (pole vault and triple jump).

Team Qatar athletes  
claim 11 medals at West 

Asian Youth C’ships  

Jumbo-Vis-
ma team’s 
Belgian 
rider Wout 
Van Aert.
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ONS Jabeur recovered from a 
set down to beat Marie Bouz-
kova and reach the semi-finals 
of Wimbledon for the first 
time.

The highest seed left in 
the women’s draw was given 
her sternest examination of 
the Championships so far but 
produced a typically classy re-
sponse to some big initial chal-
lenges to set up a last-four tie 
with good friend Tatjana Ma-
ria from Germany.

Jabeur triumphed 3-6, 6-1, 
6-1 to move two victories away 
from becoming the first wom-
an from Africa to win a singles 
title at the All England Club.

This was Bouzkova’s maid-
en outing on Wimbledon’s big-
gest court but she displayed 
little nerves and in fact plenty 
of resolve to hold an eight-
minute opening service game.

It appeared to boost the 
Czech and her athleticism 
was evident from the off with 
Jabeur’s trademark drop shots 
not initially catching her out, 
which contributed towards a 
break for the unseeded player 
to move 3-2 ahead.

Bouzkova also showed 
plenty of deft touches and 
Jabeur could only kick away 
the tennis ball after a fine vol-
ley at the net as the first set 
was won in 41 minutes.

World number two Jabeur 
had been tipped as the player 
to beat, after a number of for-
mer winners suffered early ex-
its in SW19 alongside top seed 

Iga Swiatek, and the Tunisian 
quickly turned the screw at the 
start of the second.

A volley sealed an early 
break for the third seed and 
another was handed out by 
Bouzkova when she double-
faulted.

Two more masterful deft 
touches from Jabeur forced 
a decider on Centre Court, 
which was now close to three-
quarters full after plenty of 

green seats were visible at the 
beginning of the contest.

A comfort break by Bouzk-
ova ahead of the third set failed 
to knock Jabeur off her stride.

An extraordinary third point 
of the decider’s second game 
saw Bouzkova somehow return 
while on the floor and move 
40-0 up, but Jabeur rattled off 
five points in a row to break.

The 27-year-old had 
firmly taken control now and 

tried a tweener soon after 
during another game where 
she would break.

Jabeur failed to dish out 
a bagel with Bouzkova, who 
played at a supremely high 
level in the first set, able to get 
a break back.

But the favourite for the 
title produced one more won-
derful drop shot before she 
claimed match point.

Next up is a surprise meet-

ing with world No. 103 Maria.
“I’m really, really happy 

and especially that it happened 
on this court. I love this court 
and hopefully the journey can 
continue,” Jabeur said.

“I love Tatjana so much 
and her family is so amazing. 
She is my barbeque buddy, so 
it will be tough to play her, ob-
viously but she is a great friend 
and I am really happy she is in 
the semi-final.”

Title favourite Jabeur sets up 
semi with Germany’s Maria
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CAMERON Norrie kept hopes 
alive of a third home winner in 
the Wimbledon men’s singles 
in a decade with a dramatic 
five-set victory over David 
Goffin in the quarter-finals.

The ninth seed twice recov-
ered from a set down to claim 
a 3-6, 7-5, 2-6, 6-3, 7-5 victory 
on a raucous Court One and 
become only the fourth British 
man in the Open era to reach the 
last four at the All England Club.

There Norrie faces the im-
mense challenge of trying to 
stop Novak Djokovic, who is 
bidding for a fourth consecu-
tive title, but first he can en-
joy a moment to rival many of 
Andy Murray’s great Wimble-
don occasions.

The British number one, 
who had never previously 
made it past the third round of 
a Grand Slam, did not find his 
best tennis until the fourth set 
but hung in the contest impres-
sively before eventually wear-
ing his Belgian opponent down.

Norrie clinched victory on 
his second match point, rais-
ing his arms aloft when Goffin 
netted a forehand after three 
hours and 28 minutes.
Results (Quarter-finals)
Men’s Singles: Novak Djokovic 
(SRB x1) bt Jannik Sinner (ITA 
x10) 5-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2; 
ameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt 
David Goffin (BEL) 3-6, 7-5, 2-6, 
6-3, 7-5; Women’s Singles: Ons 
Jabeur (TUN x3) bt Marie Bouz-
kova (CZE) 3-6, 6-1, 6-1; Tatjana 
Maria (GER) bt Jule Niemeier 
(GER) 4-6, 6-2, 7-5.

Norrie wins five-set thriller to reach last four

Britain’s Cameron Norrie celebrates winning against Belgium’s David Goffin at Wimbledon on Tuesday. (AFP)

ANI 
LONDON 

INDIA’S Sania Mirza and her 
Croatian partner Mate Pavic 
beat fourth-seeded Canadian-
Australian pair of Gabriela 
Dabrowski and John Peers to 
seal their place in the mixed 
doubles semi-finals of Wim-
bledon 2022.

The duo of Mirza and Pavic 
made it to the next round with 
the 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 win over Da-
browski and Peers. The Indo-
Croat pair will take on Robert 
Farah and Jelena Ostapenko 
in the semifinal clash.

Meanwhile, Ajla Toml-
janovic after two hours and 34 
minutes of dizzying all-court 
rallies, overcame French No.1 
Alize Cornet 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 to 
book a spot in the quarterfinals 
at All England Club once again.

Tomljanovic is the first Aus-
tralian woman to reach back-
to-back Wimbledon quarterfi-
nals since Jelena Dokic reached 

the quarterfinals in 1999 and 
the semifinals in 2000.

The Australian had a top-
sy-turvy victory over Cornet 
during her Wimbledon cam-
paign last year as well, defeat-
ing the Frenchwoman in three 
sets in the second round. His-
tory repeated on No.2 Court 
on Monday, and Tomljanovic 
now has a 3-2 lead in their 
head-to-head clashes.

“Today was crazy. [Cor-
net’s] level was really high 
from the get-go. I think the 
second point of the first game 
was so long that I kind of 
thought to myself, ‘Oh, my 
God, I don’t know if I’m going 
to physically be able to keep up 
with her.’ But I found a way,” 
Tomljanovic said afterwards.

“It felt like a coin toss a lit-
tle bit. I mean, she fights till 
the end. She wasn’t giving me 
much. That’s why in the end I 
was a little bit in disbelief that 
I actually came through,” she 
added.

Sania-Pavic reach mixed 
doubles semi-finals
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Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates beating Czech Republic’s Marie Bouzkova in the women’s singles quarter-final on the ninth day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Jabeur won 3-6, 6-1, 6-1. (AFP)

Germany’s Tatjana Maria reacts during the post-match interview after 
winning against Germany’s Jule Niemeier in the women’s singles 
quarter-final at Wimbledon at The All England Tennis Club in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Maria makes first 
major semi-final

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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TATJANA Maria’s late-career 
Wimbledon charge continued 
into the semi-finals after she 
rallied past Jule Niemeier in 
the last eight on Tuesday.

The 34-year-old’s best 
Grand Slam run before last 
week had taken her only as 
far as round three at the All 
England Club in 2015, but she 
is now one win away from a 
Centre Court final after edging 
Niemeier in an entertaining 
4-6, 6-2, 7-5 triumph.

Niemeier, at the opposite 
end of her career at 22, was 
making her main-draw Wim-
bledon debut and had looked 
on course to ride her momen-
tum into the last four.

In only the third all-Ger-
man grand slam quarter-fi-
nal of the Open Era, Maria’s 
nerves showed in the first set 
as she immediately dropped 
serve and was unable to re-
cover.

But after quickly being 

broken again at the start of 
the second, the veteran seized 
control, battling back as Nie-
meier appeared to lose her 
composure.

The decider could have 
gone either way, with one cru-
cial point going in Maria’s fa-
vour as Niemeier dived head-
first after a drop shot at the 
end of a 13-stroke rally, yet 
experience told at the last.

Maria gave birth to her sec-
ond daughter just 15 months 
ago, but she has returned bet-
ter than ever and joined es-
teemed company with a semi-
final appearance at 34.

She is just the sixth female 
player in the Open Era to make 
the last four at Wimbledon af-
ter her 34th birthday, along-
side Billie Jean King, Chris 
Evert, Martina Navratilova, 
Serena Williams and Venus 
Williams.

Meanwhile, Mirjana Lucic 
(2017 Australian Open) is the 
only other European player to 
achieve that feat at any of the 
majors.

India’s Sania Mirza and Croatian Mate Pavic after their mixed doubles 
win at the Wimbledon on Monday.

beIN SPORTS gears up for an exciting summer  
of women’s sport showcasing the best talent

DOHA

BEIN MEDIA GROUP is proud 
to showcase an exciting lineup 
of women’s and mixed sport 
events this summer, featuring 
some of the best female athletes 
in the world, in 24 countries 
across the Middle East & North 
Africa, and globally.

beIN is dedicated to ex-
panding coverage of under-
represented sport across its 
entire global portfolio through 
the beINSPIRED initiative. Our 
mission is to elevate the profile 
of historically lesser-known 
sports and athletes globally, 
to celebrate the value that all 
sports, and women’s sport in 
particular, play in the interna-
tional sports eco-system.

UEFA Women’s Euros 
2022 beIN MEDIA GROUP 
is gearing to showcase the 
very best of European foot-
ball across 24 countries in the 
MENA region starting this 
week with the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022, ensuring Eu-
rope’s best footballing talent 
gains maximum exposure. 
The tournament will be shown 
on beIN SPORTS Premium 1 

& Premium 2 for Arabic, and 
beIN SPORTS English 1 & 
English 2 for English.

Comprising a total of 31 
matches, the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022 runs from the 6 
until 31 July, with the group 
stage culminating 18 July. 

Clashes to watch out for in-
clude the kick-off match be-
tween England and Austria 
at Old Strafford Wednesday 6 
July, with headlining encoun-
ters between Germany and 
Denmark 8 July, then Iceland 
and France 18 July.

One of the stars of Olym-
pique Lyonnais from the 
UEFA Women’s Champions 
League final, Ballon d’or win-
ner Ada Hegerberg, returns 
to the international fold with 
Norway for the first time since 
2017.

Two-time winners in the 
1990s, Norway kick-off their 
group stage campaign against 
Northern Ireland in Group A 

on Thurs 7 July, aiming to im-
prove on their disappointing 
performance last time out in 
2017.

Fellow Ballon d’or winner 
and WSL scorer Alexia Putel-
las, ever present in the Bar-
celona midfield, dons la Roja 

this summer for Spain. 
The 28 year-old life-long 

Barca fan is emblematic of the 
growth of the women’s game; 
from watching Blaugranas 
games with her late father as 
a child to leading her side to 
WCL triumph and domestic 
double in 2021.

Putellas sums up the im-
portance of the women’s game 
in humble fashion: “It’s bigger 
than me.” 1 Alexia is right, the 
growth of the women’s game is 
undeniable. This summer, as 
part of our beINSPIRED sum-
mer of women’s sport, we are 
proud to broadcast not only 
the UEFA Women’s Euros, but 
a growing portfolio of wom-

en’s sport across tennis, ath-
letics, cycling and aquatics.”

More women at Wimbledon 
taking centre stage 
TUNISIA’S own Ons Jabeur 
plays the semi-finals at Wim-
bledon. Winner of the 2019 
Arab Woman of the Year 
Award, the 27-year-old has 
been a staple on the WTA Tour 
for half a decade, winning the 
221 Birmingham open and the 
2022 Madrid and Berlin.

beIN SPORTS is also de-
lighted to broadcast the Tour 
de France Femmes, the inaugu-
ral women’s cycling showpiece, 
taking place from 24-31 July. 

Further afield, the mixed 
IAAF World Athletics Cham-
pionships in Oregon will be 
broadcast on beIN SPORTS in 
the MENA region from 15–24 
July.

Federations from 200 ter-
ritories will be represented at 
the championships, which will 
be the first to be hosted in the 
United States.

Finally, beIN are also 
showing the CAF Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations (Wom-
en’s AFCON) this summer in 

over 40 territories around the 
world. Morocco plays host for 
the tournament, which 1 htt-
ps://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/
football/61717253 concur-
rently forms the qualifying 
tournament for the 2023 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 

This summer’s AFCON 
features regular big hitters 
Nigeria, as well as debutantes 
Togo.

Mohammed Al Bader, 
Managing Director of the 
MENA Channels said: “beIN 
SPORTS and women’s sport 
are fast becoming synony-
mous, and we are proud to 
lead the charge in the MENA 
region and beyond, as part of 
our beINSPIRED project. 

“It’s right that everyone 
has the opportunity to dream 
and find new heroes to look 
up to. This summer, the stage 
is set at the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022, the World Ath-
letics Championships and at 
the Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations and we can’t wait to 
showcase this talent across the 
Middle East & North Africa 
this summer.”

LONDON: Nick Kyrgios is set to appear in court in Australia next month 
in relation to a charge of common assault. The world number 40, who 
is due to play in the last eight of the men’s singles on Wednesday, will 
appear at the Australia Capital Territory (ACT) Magistrates’ Court on 
August 2, according to court listings. A police statement said: “ACT 
Policing can confirm a 27-year-old Watson man is scheduled to face 
the ACT Magistrates’ Court on August 2 in relation to one charge of 
common assault following an incident in December 2021.” His barrister 
Jason Moffett told The Canberra Times in Australia the charge was “in 
the context of a domestic relationship”. He said: “The nature of the 
allegation is serious, and Mr Kyrgios takes the allegation very seriously. 
“Given the matter is before the court . he doesn’t have a comment 
at this stage, but in the fullness of time we’ll issue a media release.” 
Kyrgios remained tight lipped as he left the practice courts at the All 
England Club on Tuesday afternoon. He will face Cristian Garin for a 
place in Wimbledon semis on Wednesday. (PA Media/DPA)

Kyrgios to appear in Australian court  
over common assault charge
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England hunted down 378 and 
completed their highest suc-
cessful chase in Test history 
at Edgbaston on the back of 
tons from Joe Root and Jon-
ny Bairstow to draw level 2-2 
against India on Tuesday.

The Test series that began 
in August 2021 finally came to 
an end in July 2022 and at the 
end of it, both teams shared 
the spoils 2-2.

England’s surge in the 
ICC World Test Champion-
ship standings continued as 
a result, solidifying their 7th 
spot with at a point percent-
age of 33.33. India, on the 
other hand, drop to fourth af-
ter point reduction due to slow 
over-rate.

There was a stark contrast 
to the conditions from Mon-
day to Tuesday – from bright 
and sunny day four, the final 
day was gloomy and overcast, 
giving India some hope of a 
possible comeback.

However, it was only the 
first over of the day from 
Mohammed Siraj that India 
looked slightly threatening, af-

ter which Joe Root and Jonny 
Bairstow went about their 
business. 

India were guilty of being 
extremely wayward in their 
lines and lengths, giving away 
few too many extras to their 
liking. The boundaries were 
flowing easily from the bats of 
the duo as they started getting 
closer to the total.

The No.1 batter in the ICC 
Test Rankings notched up his 
28th Test ton, his fifth of the 
year, in style with a boundary. 
If the shackles weren’t broken 
already, Root became more 
dangerous after the milestone. 
Bairstow, at the other end, 
was patiently playing second 
fiddle to his former captain in 
his nineties.

The Yorkshireman got to 
his fourth Test hundred in 
three Tests and smashed Siraj 
for three consecutive bounda-
ries to bring the runs needed 
to single digits. Root hit the 
winning run to complete their 
record chase and draw the se-
ries 2-2.

India were in a whole lot 
of trouble on Day 1 at 98/5 
after being asked to bat. What 
followed was one of the best 

counter-attacking knocks 
from Rishabh Pant that com-
pletely turned the tide in In-
dia’s favour.

Day 2 of the Test is the one 
that Stuart Broad would like to 
forget and Jasprit Bumrah, the 
batter, would not forget any 
time soon. 

He gave away the most 
number of runs in an over in 
Test cricket history, giving 
away 35 runs. The over pro-
pelled India’s total to over 
400.

It was then the turn of 
Bumrah, the bowler, to blow 
England away. He picked 
up three wickets and helped 
restrict England to 84/5 at 

stumps.
In trouble, England’s new-

est crisis-man came to their 
rescue. Jonny Bairstow tonked 
yet another century and with 
Ben Stokes and Sam Billings, 
took England to 284. India 
had a vital 132-run lead.

Pant smashed a 111-ball 
146 and with Ravindra Jadeja 
keeping company, bailed India 
out of trouble. India finished 
the day at 338/7.

The first three days were 
mostly dominated by India 
but day four showed how Test 
cricket can completely turn 
around in a matter of sessions. 

On a bright and sunny day, 
Indian batters were guilty of 

not making the most of the 
batting conditions. Captain 
Stokes led from the front with 
the ball with a four-for and 
bundled India out for 245, set-
ting England a target of 378.

Alex Lees came out all 
guns blazing and together 
with Zak Crawley, put on a 
107-run partnership. England 
lost three wickets in quick 
succession before the usual 
suspects – Joe Root and Jon-
ny Bairstow – scored fifties 
apiece at a brisk rate to leave 
just 119 runs for the final day.

India lost three wickets but 
were in a commanding posi-
tion, courtesy of Cheteshwar 
Pujara’s half-century.

Root, Bairstow tons help England 
seal record Test chase vs India

DOHA

CANAL+ has become the lat-
est broadcaster to commit to 
Premier Padel after the Viven-
di owned broadcaster agreed a 
deal to showcase padel’s lead-
ing Tour to more than 60 glob-
al territories including France.

CANAL+ has agreed a 
multi-year deal and will be-
gin its Premier Padel coverage 
with July’s Greenweez Paris 
Premier Padel Major taking 
place at the iconic Stade Ro-
land-Garros. The tournament 
gets underway on July 11th, 
concluding on the 17th .

The news further high-
lights the growing global 
popularity of the sport since 
the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA) and 

Qatar Sports Investments 
(QSI).

May’s Italy Premier Padel 
Major had the biggest reach 
of any event in padel’s his-
tory after the tournament was 
broadcast in 167 territories 
globally, surpassing the 156 
regions that showed the in-
augural event, the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major 2022 in March, 
further highlighting the fact 
that Premier Padel once again 
is proving popular with the 
world’s leading media outlets.

Luigi Carraro, President of 
the International Padel Feder-
ation, said: “We are delighted 
to add CANAL+ to our world-
class portfolio of international 
broadcasters. The response 
to Premier Padel has been 
breath-taking and we look 
forward to padel fans at the 
venue and fans watching on 
from all over the world enjoy-
ing the upcoming Greenweez 

Paris Premier Padel Major at 
Stade Roland-Garros. One of 
the most historic venues in the 
world will welcome the fastest 
growing sport in the world, it’s 
one not to be missed.” 

Thomas Sénécal, CANAL+ 
Director of Sports, said: “CA-
NAL+ has always been a great 
supporter of emerging sports. 
Offering Premier Padel to all 
our subscribers worldwide is 
a perfect example of this. We’ll 
provide complete coverage, 
enhanced by the knowledge 
of our experts. Launching our 
Premier Padel coverage with 
the Major in France at the 
prestigious setting of Roland-

Garros? We couldn’t dream of 
anything better! We look for-
ward to seeing you in 10 days. 

Padel is becoming more and 
more popular, and we are very 
proud to be one of the leading 

broadcasters showcasing the 
sport globally in our territo-
ries and in France until 2026. 

CANAL+ is indeed the home of 
padel!” Premier Padel will host 
at least ten (10) new tourna-
ments in 2022 – including four 
category one “Major” events. 

The first major – the Oore-
doo Qatar Major 2022 – took 
place in Doha in March, with 
the Italy Premier Padel Major 
concluding in historic Foro 
Italico last month. The other 
category one tournaments are 
the Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major at Stade Roland-
Garros taking place from 11th 
July to 17th July, and the Mex-
ico Premier Padel Major at the 
Club Sonoma en Monterrey, 
México from 28th November 
to 4th December.

The Madrid Premier Padel 
P1 taking place from August 
1st to 6th will be the inaugu-
ral category two tournament, 
followed very quickly by the 
Argentina Premier Padel P1 
which takes place from 8th to 
14th August.

More announcements on 
additional tournaments and 
broadcast details to follow 
very soon.

Canal+ to broadcast Premier Padel to more than 60 global territories
Heavyweight broadscater on board 

for popular Global Padel Tour 

England’s top five run  
chases in Test history

England stunned India with 
their highest successful 

run chase in Test history as 
they surged past the target of 
378 runs to secure a rousing 
seven-wicket victory. As England 
celebrate one of their most 
thrilling Test triumphs, here’s a 
look at their five most success-
ful run-chases ever.
5. Target 305: New Zealand v 
England, Christchurch, 1997
England relied heavily on Mike 
Atherton in their first innings 
as the captain carried his bat 
for 94 runs off 346 balls in a 
total of 228. New Zealand built 
on their 118-run first-innings 
lead by adding 186 in their 
second, which seemed likely to 
be enough until Atherton built 
on his inspirational form. The 
opener had enough support 
this time to reach a ton (118) 
and guide England to 226 
before departing as the fourth 
wicket and sparking a mini-
collapse when Nasser Hussain 
(33) and Graham Thorpe (2) 
were also dismissed. John 
Crawley (40*) and Dominic 
Cork (39*) then stepped in 
to put on the remaining runs 
while Atherton was rightly 
hailed as Player of the Match.
4. Target 315: England v 
Australia, Leeds, 2001
Australia had already tightened 
their grip on the Ashes by 
winning the first three Tests 
of the five-match series but 
England would deliver an upset 
in the fourth clash. Australia 
took a 138-run lead into the 
second innings then looked 
for quick runs until declaring 
on 176/4 to give the likes of 
Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath, 
Brett Lee and Jason Gillespie 
plenty of time to bowl England 
out. Mark Butcher had a Test 
batting average of 25.89 
heading into the match and 
had not scored a century at 
the highest level since 1998, 
but played the innings of his 
international career while 
smashing 23 boundaries and 
a six. Butcher’s 173 not out 
would be his highest score in 
Test cricket and led England to 
a win against the odds.
3. Target 332: Australia v 
England, Melbourne, 1928
The third Test in the infamous 
Bodyline series saw both 
teams plunder the runs.
Australia skipper Jack Ryder, 
Alan Kippax, Bill Woodfull and 
the incomparable Don Brad-
man scored tons for the home 
team, while Wally Hammond 
hit a double century in the first 

innings for England. The visi-
tors’ top-order took a slow and 
steady approach to the chase 
on a flat track as openers Her-
bert Sutcliffe (135) and Jack 
Hobbs (49) ticked off the runs 
then captain Douglas Jardine 
(33), Hammond (32) and Patsy 
Hendren (45) maintained the 
momentum. A mini-collapse 
of three wickets for two runs 
when England needed only six 
more gave them a fright, but 
tailender George Geary was 
able to finish the chase with 
three wickets in hand.
2. Target 359: England v 
Australia, Leeds, 2019
After Australia made 179 on 
a tricky wicket England were 
embarrassed by a score of just 
67  with Joe Denly (12) their 
only batter to reach double-
figures. Australia pulled away 
to a 358-run lead as Marnus 
Labuschagne (80) led them to 
a score of 246 on an improv-
ing pitch but there was little 
hint of what was to come.
Denly (50) and skipper Joe 
Root (77) came together with 
the score on 15/2 then put 
on a stand of 126 before Ben 
Stokes arrived to deliver a 
remarkable Test innings.
Stokes (135*) would be the 
hero as he calmly piled on the 
runs while at the same time 
holding the innings together 
even after Stuart Broad was 
the ninth batter dismissed with 
England still 73 runs short.
1. Target 378: England v 
India, Birmingham, 2022 
Centuries from Rishabh Pant 
(146) and Ravindra Jadeja 
(104) helped India to a 132-run 
first-innings lead, which might 
have been much more if not for 
Jonny Bairstow (106) guiding 
England to 284. Skipper Ben 
Stokes (4/33) gave England 
what seemed to be a slim 
chance of victory as India were 
restricted to 245 in their sec-
ond innings, leaving the hosts 
with an ominous target of 378. 
Openers Alex Lees (56) and Zak 
Crawley (46) got England off to 
a positive start until the latter 
was bowled by Jasprit Bumrah 
with on 107. Ollie Pope then fell 
for a three-ball duck and Lees 
was run out just two. But rather 
than handing the WTC points to 
India, the in-form duo Joe Root 
(142*) and Bairstow (114*) got 
together and took it away from 
the visitors with an unbeaten 
stand of 269*. England se-
cured a seven-wicket victory, 
completing a daring chase that 
will be spoken of for ages. (ICC)

The news further highlights the growing global popularity of the sport since the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – governed by the International Padel Federation (FIP) and backed by the 
Professional Padel Association (PPA) and Qatar Sports Investments (QSI).

England’s captain Ben Stokes (L) and India skipper Jasprit Bumrah 
pose with the LV trophy after England won the fifth Test at Edgbaston 
in Birmingham on Tuesday. The series ended 2-2. (AFP)

England’s captain Ben Stokes (5R) stands with teammates as they pose with the Pataudi trophy after  
winning the fifth Test agains India at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Tuesday. The series ended 2-2. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 104; J 
Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings 284 (J Bairstow 106; Mohammed 
Siraj 4-66, J Bumrah 3-68)
India 2nd Innings 245 (C Pujara 66, R Pant 57; B 
Stokes 4-33)
England 2nd Innings (target: 378, Overnight: 259-3)
J. Root not out  142

J. Bairstow not out  114
Extras: (b8, lb7, nb2, w3)  20
Total: (For 3 wkts, 76.4 overs, 350 mins)  378
Did not bat: B Stokes, S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J 
Leach, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-107 (Crawley), 2-107 (Pope), 3-109 
(Lees).
Bowling: Bumrah 17-1-74-2 (1nb); Shami 15-2-64-0; 

Jadeja 18.4-3-62-0; Siraj 15-0-98-0 (1w); Thakur 11-0-
65-0 (1nb, 2w).
Result: England won by seven wickets
Series: Five match series drawn 2-2
Player of the match: Jonny Bairstow (ENG)
England player of the series: Joe Root
India player of the series: Jasprit Bumrah
Toss: England.

Scoreboard

England’s Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root rejoice after the win on Tuesday.

Women and men will be paid the same amount for represent-
ing New Zealand and playing in top-tier domestic matches in a 
ground-breaking new deal. New Zealand’s professional women’s 
and men’s cricketers will receive the same pay for the same 
play following a landmark deal to combine them in the same 
agreement. The five-year deal will see the White Ferns and 
domestic women’s players receive the same match fees as men 
across all formats and competitions including ODIs, T20Is, Ford 

Trophy and Dream11 Super Smash level. The agreement also increases the number 
of contracts offered to women cricketers in New Zealand and boosts the amount of 
competitive matches available to emerging players. The improved pay and conditions 
are part of an agreement calculated on the country’s men’s and women’s profes-
sional players receiving 29.75% of all NZC forecast revenue over five years ($349m), 
expected to amount to $104m. This means the highest-ranked White Ferns would be 
able to receive a maximum of $163,246 a year (up from $83,432), the ninth-ranked 
$148,946 (up from $66,266), and the 17th-ranked $142,346 (up from $62,833).
The top-ranked women’s domestic players in each Major Association would be able 
to receive a maximum of $19,146 (up from $3,423), the sixth-ranked $18,646 (up 
from $3,423), and the 12th-ranked $18,146 (up from $3,423). The agreement sees 
the total number of women’s domestic contracts increase from 54 to 72. (ICC)

Same pay for same play for White Ferns and Black Caps
Sri Lanka’s left-arm spinner Praveen Jayawickrama has been 
ruled out of the second and final Test against Australia after test-
ing positive for COVID-19.  
“The player was found to be Covid positive when he was tested 
(Rapid Antigen Test) this morning, as he complained of feeling 
unwell,” the Sri Lanka Cricket board said in a release on Monday, 
4 July. “Jayawickrama was immediately isolated from the rest of 
the team members and now will remain in room isolation for five 
days.” 

The rest of the Sri Lanka players have returned negative results.Previously, star 
all-rounder, Angelo Mathews tested positive late on Day 2 of the first Test, and was 
subsequently ruled out of the contest; Oshada Fernando was called in as his replace-
ment.  
Sri Lanka are hoping for Mathews’ return, should he recover in time for the second 
Test, which starts on Friday, 8 July. Australia are leading the two-match series 1-0, 
after sealing a convincing win in the first Test by 10 wickets.  
Australia are currently sitting at the top of the ICC World Test Championship standings 
with a win percentage of 77.78 while Sri Lanka are No.6 with 47.62 win percentage. 
A win in the final outing will not even help the hosts share the series trophy, they will 
climb above West Indies and Pakistan in the WTC table. (ICC)

Big blow for Lanka ahead of 2nd Test against Australia
 Quick read
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