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His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with the 
CEO of Shell plc, Ben van Beurden, and his accompanying delegation at the Amiri Diwan 
on Tuesday. During the meeting, they reviewed the existing relations between Qatar and 
Shell and ways to develop them. (QNA)

AMIR MEETS SHELL CEO

QNA
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
met with US Undersecretary of 
Homeland Security for Strategy, 
Policy, and Plans Robert Silvers  
in Doha on Tuesday.

The meeting reviewed strate-
gic bilateral ties and the means to 
enhance them in all fields, in addi-
tion to issues of mutual interests.

The PM witnessed the signing 
of an agreement and a number 
of Memoranda of Understanding 
between Qatar and the US. 

The PM witnessed the signing 
of an MoU on a joint security pro-
gramme, a security agreement be-
tween Qatar’s Ministry of Interior 
and US Customs and Border Pro-
tection agency on visa inspection.

The PM also witnessed the 
signing of two letters of intent 
between the General Authority of 
Customs and the US Department 
of Homeland Security on a pro-
gramme for exchanging foreign 
electronic data related to shipping 
products and mutual customs as-
sistance, in addition to a joint let-
ter of intent on cooperation in the 
cybersecurity field between the 
National Cyber Security Agency 
and the US Department of Home-
land Security. 

A joint statement concerning 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Se-
curity was issued by the Ministry 
of Interior and the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security on 

Tuesday.
The statement said, based 

on the long-term relationship 
between Ministry of Interior of 
the State of Qatar and the US 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity, the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani received US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
Under Secretary for Strategy, 
Policy, and Plans Robert Silvers 
to discuss common security pri-
orities and reaffirm their shared 
commitment to expand coopera-
tion to enhance the security of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.  
They also affirmed a joint com-
mitment to bilateral action to 
enhance event security in Qatar, 
port security, inspections, pre-
vention of smuggling, and risk 
management capabilities.

The PM and the US official dis-
cussed ongoing security coopera-
tion between the US Department of 
Homeland Security and the Minis-
try of Interior, including exchange 
of information, operational support 
for passenger screening, and air-
port and aviation security, as these 
efforts form the cornerstone of a 
deeper cooperation to secure the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

The PM and the US Under 
Secretary affirmed the commit-
ment of the two parties to es-
tablish multiple partnerships to 
expand related cooperation, as 
follows: 

Qatar, US join hands to boost 
security for FIFA World Cup

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani witnessed the signing of an agreement and a number of 
Memoranda of Understanding between Qatar and the US. 

Qatar 2022 tickets now on sale on first-come-first-served basis
QNA
DOHA

THE remaining tickets for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will be availa-
ble to fans on a first-come-first-served 
basis, as of 5 July at 12pm Doha time, 
11am CET.

Fans can visit http://qatar2022.
qa/tickets and confirm their purchase 
immediately after making their se-
lection and processing the payment. 
Ticketholders are required to book 
their accommodation and apply for 
their Hayya (Fan ID) after confirming 
the tickets. 

The mandatory Hayya will grant 
ticketholders access to stadiums, pro-
vide entry to Qatar for international 

fans, and offer free public transporta-
tion on match days along with a host 
of other benefits. To apply for Hayya, 
and to book accommodation, please 
visit http://qatar2022.qa/tickets or 
download the Hayya to Qatar 2022 
app (available on iOS and Android).

A wide range of accommodations 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
is available to fans through http://qa-
tar2022.qa/book. This includes apart-
ments, villas, cruise ship hotels, fan 
villages and hotels. Accommodation 
options are available for all budgets, 
starting from $80.

“With only 139 days to go until the 
World Cup kicks off, I’m delighted to 
invite all fans who’ve not yet secured 
their tickets, Hayya and tournament 

time accommodation to start their 
simple three-step fan journey to the 
Middle East’s first-ever FIFA World 
Cup. Our one-stop-shop accommoda-
tion portal provides a wide range of 
options for fans - including 2 to 5-star 
hotels, cruise ship hotels, managed 
apartments and villas, and fan villag-
es - to satisfy all tastes and budgets. 
We can’t wait to welcome the world to 
Qatar for what will be a historic tour-
nament,” said Nasser Al Khater, CEO 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 LLC.

Individual Match Tickets will be 
available across all four price catego-
ries, with category 4 tickets reserved 
for residents of Qatar. 

Eid Al Adha 
holidays to 
start from 
July 10

QNA
DOHA

ON the occasion of Eid Al Adha, 
the Amiri Diwan announced 
that the Eid holidays will be as 
follows: First: for the minis-
tries, other government enti-
ties and public institutions, the 
holiday starts on Sunday, Dhu 
Al-Hijjah 11, 1443, correspond-
ing to July 10, 2022, and ends 
on Thursday, Dhu Al-Hijjah 15, 
1443, corresponding to July 14, 
2022.

Employees are set to re-
sume work on Sunday, Dhu 
Al-Hijjah 18, 1443, corre-
sponding to July 17, 2022. 

Second: Qatar Central 
Bank (QCB), banks and finan-
cial institutions working under 
the supervision of QCB and 
Qatar Financial Markets Au-
thority (QFMA): HE the Gov-
ernor of Qatar Central Bank 
shall specify the start and the 
end of the holiday.

MoL launches e-services package
QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Labour (MoL) has 
launched a package of new elec-
tronic and digital services within 
the framework of its strategy for 
digital services transformation, and 
in contribution to achieving excel-
lence in performance, in addition 
to expeditious accomplishment and 
streamlining the transactions.

The new package comprises 
three electronic services, including 
the new regulation & certificates 
service, work regulation in the 
private enterprises, registration 
service in the joint committees 
platform, and service of booking 

election dates for registered joint 
committees.

The package comes within the 
ministry’s plan to offering all elec-
tronic services without using papers 
and counting instead on the digital 
solutions, where the new regulation 
& certificates service would offer 
a service to issue regulations and 
penalties for the enterprises that 
are subject to the provisions of labor 
law No. 14 of 2004, their enforced 
ministerial decision, in addition to 
issuing statistical and “To Whom It 
May Concern” certificates for the la-
borers in the private sector.

In addition, as per new service, 
the regulations and certificates will 
be electronically vetted based on 

limited criteria in congruence with 
labor law and its enforced ministe-
rial decisions, the service will, like-
wise offer the registration either 
through electronic link or Hukoomi, 
national document service to be fur-
ther submitted to the department 
after the service request is received. 
However, the fees will be charged 
within minutes to further complete 
payment procedures and printing 
the regulations and certificates.

The ministry set the criteria 
for enterprises that are willing to 
amend the penalties regulations, 
organization of work and add fea-
tures or any amendments that are 
not in contravention to the provi-
sions of the labour law.

QatarEnergy selects Shell  
as partner in $29 billion  
NFE expansion project

QNA
DOHA

QatarEnergy has announced the selection 
of Shell plc as a partner in the North Field 
East (NFE) expansion project, the single 
largest project in the history of the LNG 
industry. The partnership agreement was 
signed on Tuesday in a ceremony in Doha 
by Minister of State for Energy Affairs, 
the President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE 
Saad bin Sherida Al Kaabi and the CEO of 
Shell plc Ben van Beurden.

Pursuant to the agreement, QatarEn-
ergy and Shell will become partners in a 
new joint venture company (JV), in which 
QatarEnergy will hold a 75 percent inter-
est while Shell will hold the remaining 
25 percent interest.  In turn, the JV will 
own 25 percent of the entire NFE project, 
which includes 4 mega LNG trains with a 
combined nameplate LNG capacity of 32 
million tons per annum (MTPA).

This agreement is the fifth and last in 
a series of partnership announcements 
in the $28.75 billion NFE project, which 
will raise Qatar’s LNG export capacity 
from the current 77 MTPA to 110 MTPA.

Al Kaabi said, “We are very pleased 
to have Shell join us as a partner in this 
mega project, to which we have commit-
ted ourselves. We have lived up to that 
commitment, as well as to our global 
reputation as a reliable and trustworthy 
energy provider. Today’s announcement 
marks the successful conclusion of the 
selection of our international energy 
company partners in the North Field East 
project.” PAGE 9 

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and 
President & CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
bin Sherida Al Kaabi and the CEO of Shell 
Ben van Beurden after signing the deal.

PM MEETS US UNDERSECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Continued on page 2 

SECURITY PACT
Qatar and the US have agreed on a strategic part-
nership to enhance security cooperation during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The areas are:

Kahramaa sells 
land in Lusail for 
QR175 mn (PG 9)

Continued on page 2 
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Amir congratulates Algerian president
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Algeria 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

Amir congratulates president of Cape Verde
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Cape 
Verde Jose Maria Neves on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

Amir congratulates Venezuelan president 
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Venezue-
la Nicolas Maduro on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Algerian 
president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Algeria Abdelmadjid Tebboune on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir president of Cape Verde
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Cape Verde Jose Maria Neves on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Venezuelan 
president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro on his country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Algerian counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of 
congratulations to Prime Minister of Algeria Aymen Benabder-
rahmane on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Cape Verde’s counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of 
congratulations to Prime Minister of Cape Verde Jose Ulisses 
Correia e Silva on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Prime minister sends greetings to 
Venezuelan president 
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of con-
gratulations to President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro on his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Quick read

AMIR SENDS MESSAGE TO NATO SECRETARY-GENERAL The Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent a written message to Secretary-General of North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) Jens Stoltenberg, pertaining to bilateral ties between Qatar 
and NATO, in addition to the ways to develop these ties. The message was delivered by 
Ambassador of Qatar to the European Union and NATO HE Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Al Malki 
during a meeting with NATO’s Deputy Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Politics and 
Security Ambassador Bettina Kadenbach on Tuesday. The meeting was attended by Qa-
tar’s Defence Attache to NATO Staff Brigadier (Air) Ali Abdulaziz Al Mohannadi. (QNA)

Fans will be able to purchase maximum of 60 tickets during WC

FANS will be able to purchase 
up to six tickets per match and 
a maximum of 60 across the 
entire tournament. There is 
also the opportunity to attend 
more than one group game on 
the same day at the beginning 
of the tournament, in line with 
the match compatibility rules. 
Disabled people and people 
with limited mobility are en-
titled to a dedicated allocation 
of Accessibility Tickets.

With all 32 qualifying 
teams now confirmed, huge 
worldwide interest is antici-
pated in the new sales period, 
which will close on 16 August 

at 12 noon Doha time, 11am 
CET. In the event of high de-
mand, a queue management 
system will apply. Fans are 
encouraged to plan their trip 
to Qatar carefully and stay 
away from unauthorised web-
sites.

The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 will take place in the 
Arab world and the Middle 
East for the first time between 
21 November and 18 De-
cember, with the final match 
played at the 80,000-seater 
Lusail Stadium.

After securing tickets for 
the FIFA World Cup, fans can 
log on to the SC’s dedicated 
booking portal http://qa-

tar2022.qa/book which offers 
tournament visitors access to 
a range of exciting, innovative 
options for their stay, includ-
ing cruise ship hotels, villas 
and fan villages, along with 
traditional 2 to 5-star hotels 
and apartments. There is a 
huge range of possibilities to 
suit all tastes and budgets, 
with prices starting from the 
low rate of only $80 per night 
for a double room.

At this stage, ticket hold-
ers are welcome to start their 
fan journey and will need to 
provide their match ticket ap-
plication number in order to 
book accommodation via the 
portal.

Continued from page 1 

A round of political consultations was held in Doha on Tuesday between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of Qatar and Vietnam. The Qatari side was headed by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan 
bin Saad Al Muraikhi, while the Vietnamese side was led by Deputy Foreign Minister Pham Quang Hieu. 
During the round of political consultations, they reviewed bilateral relations, in addition to a number of 
issues of common interest. (QNA)

QATAR, VIETNAM HOLD POLITICAL CONSULTATION

US Department of Homeland Security 
set to collaborate with MoI on training
FIRST: Under Secretary Rob-
ert Silvers pledged that the 
US Department of Homeland 
Security will partner with the 
Ministry of Interior to provide 
additional technical support 
and security training in prep-
aration for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

The Transportation Secu-
rity Administration commit-
ted to providing support in 
passengers screening, baggage 
checking, internal risk man-
agement, and other priorities 
related to security. It will also 
host a Qatari delegation in 
one of the American airports 
to exchange best practices in 
the field of airport safety and 
security.

It will also provide tech-
nical support for Qatar Civil 
Aviation Authority and sup-
port it with personnel to 
strengthen the joint operation 
center which will provide daily 
screening, inspection, and op-
erational support to Qatar’s 
airports during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. These efforts 

are based on the existing sup-
port from the Transportation 
Security Administration to the 
Ministry of Interior, which in-
cludes inspections and assess-
ments of operations and facili-
ties to ensure the security of 
Hamad International Airport.

US Customs and Border 
Protection agency committed 
to provide support for pas-
senger and cargo inspections 
and screening, automated tar-
geting system, risk manage-
ment, detection of fraudulent 
documents, and interception 
of air freight, passengers and 

seaports.
It will also host a Qatari 

delegation at the National Tar-
geting Center and expand in-
formation sharing to improve 
the detection of suspicious 
travelers and fraudulent visas.

US Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations 
department commits to pro-
vide training in cyber safety 
and contraband investiga-
tions.

US Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency 
committed to provide resourc-

es related to security infra-
structure.

Second: Undersecretary 
Robert Silvers and Under-
secretary of the Ministry of 
Interior Major General Abdul 
Aziz bin Faisal Al Thani signed 
a memorandum of coopera-
tion to establish a joint secu-
rity programme between US 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion and the Ministry of In-
terior and under the joint ac-
tion plan, the US Department 
of Homeland Security and 
the Ministry of Interior com-
mit to partnership to identify 
air travellers associated with 
terrorism, smuggling drugs, 
weapons, currency, and peo-
ple.

Joint security programme 
officers will also work on en-
hancing the security of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
by detecting watch-listed pas-
sengers and monitoring po-
tential security risks at Hamad 
International Airport.

Third: Undersecretary 
Robert Silvers and National 
Cybersecurity Agency Chair-
man Abdulrahman bin Ali Al 

Farahid Al Malki signed a joint 
letter of intent on cooperation 
in the field of cybersecurity, 
which will enhance coopera-
tion between the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
and the National Cybersecu-
rity Agency in cybersecurity 
policies and strategy, infor-
mation exchange, advisory 
services, and human capital 
development.

Fourth: the Prime Minister 
and the US Undersecretary af-
firmed the commitment to co-
operate in combating threats 
from unmanned aircraft sys-
tems, and that the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
will commit to provide train-
ing courses and best practices 
in these systems to help se-
cure the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar.

The Ministry of Inte-
rior and the US Department 
of Homeland Security said 
they were looking forward to 
strengthening their partner-
ship and cooperation in vital 
security issues, including se-
curing the first FIFA World 
Cup in the Arab world.

Continued from page 1 

PRIME MINISTER MEETS AMBASSADOR OF MALTA Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday morning 
met with Ambassador of Malta to Qatar HE Charles Sultana on the occasion of the 
end of his tenure in the country. During the meeting, the prime minister wished 
the Maltese ambassador success in his future tasks and for further progress and 
prosperity in relations between the two countries. (QNA)

HMC experts highlight ‘Forgotten’ cancer Sarcoma
TRIBUNE NEWS NETW0RK

DOHA

SARCOMA Awareness Month is 
celebrated globally in July, and 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) experts are working to 
raise awareness of the signs and 
symptoms of sarcoma, which 
can be easily confused with oth-
er conditions in the early stages.

Sarcoma is a rare type of 
cancer that can affect any part 
of the body but is most com-
monly found in the arms or 
legs’ bones, muscles, tendons, 
cartilage, nerves, fat, and blood 
vessels. Sarcomas are classi-
fied into approximately 100 
subtypes. Sarcomas account for 
about one percent of cancer di-
agnoses worldwide, according 
to Dr. Mohamed Al Ateeq Al 
Dosari, Senior Consultant and 
Head of the Orthopedic Surgery 

Department at Hamad General 
Hospital. 

“Every year, thousands of 
people worldwide are diagnosed 
with sarcoma, with approxi-
mately 50 new cases diagnosed 
here at HMC in Qatar each 
year.” 

“These cases are managed 
by a dedicated multidiscipli-
nary team of expert doctors and 
nurses from orthopedics, medi-
cal oncology histopathology, di-
agnostic and interventional im-
aging radiology, and radiation 
oncology, led by the Orthopedic 
Oncology team at both Hamad 
General Hospital and the Bone 
and Joint Center,” said Dr. Al 
Dosari, who is also Director of 
HMC’s Bone and Joint Center.

He believes that raising 
awareness is a powerful tool that 
can significantly improve the 
health of a sarcoma patient. As 

a result, it is critical that both the 
general public and healthcare 
professionals are aware of the 
disease’s early warning signs, 
including unusual symptoms, so 
that they can seek treatment as 
soon as possible. 

“People can survive sarco-
ma if their cancer is diagnosed 
early when treatments can be 
effective and before the sarcoma 
has spread to other parts of the 
body. It is vital that patients be 
referred to a specialist sarcoma 
team as early as possible,” Dr. Al 
Dosari said.

Dr. Al Dosari said sarcomas 
are more commonly discovered 
in children and adolescents 
when they are going through 
growth spurts. Bone and soft 
tissue sarcoma affect adults as 
well in different age groups. The 
symptoms of bone sarcoma can 
sometimes be confused with a 

sports injury or with growing 
pains in children and young 
people. 

The most common symp-
toms of bone and soft tissue sar-
coma include bone pain, a mass 
or swelling, and restricted move-
ment in a joint. Unfortunately, 
in its early stages, patients with 
sarcoma usually do not have any 
obvious symptoms, or they have 
vague symptoms that mimic 
other non-cancerous conditions 
such as lipoma, a cyst, or sports 
injuries. 

Patients suspected of hav-
ing bone sarcoma are referred 
to HMC’s Bone and Joint Center 
within 48 hours. These cases are 
managed by a dedicated multi-
disciplinary team of expert doc-
tors and nurses at both Hamad 
General Hospital and the Bone 
and Joint Center, led by the Or-
thopedic Oncology team.

MoCI recalls Ford F 150, 2021 model, Ford Fusion & Mustang 2014-15
THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in coop-
eration with Almana Motors 
Company, Qatar’s Ford dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of Ford F 150, 2021 model, as 
a defect in the front wiper mo-
tor may cause the wipers to stop 
working in some of affected ve-
hicles.

The ministry, in coopera-
tion with Almana Motors Com-
pany, Qatar’s Ford dealership, 
has also recalled Ford Fusion, 
and Mustang, 2014-2015 mod-
els, as a defect in brake pedal 
bumper causes the rear brake 
stop lamps to illuminate con-
tinuously in some of affected 
vehicles.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and en-
sure that car dealers follow up 
on vehicle defects and repairs. 
The ministry said that it will co-
ordinate with the dealer to fol-
low up on the maintenance and 
repair works and will commu-

nicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs are 
carried out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions. (TNN)
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MEEZA celebrates multiple recognitions as Cisco partner
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

MEEZA, Qatar’s prominent 
Managed and Cloud IT servic-
es and solutions provider, has 
received multiple recognitions 
from Cisco for its expanded 
activities and competence in 
the public sector in Qatar.

It has been feted as Cisco’s 
‘Public Sector Partner of the 
Year’ in Qatar, achieved ‘Cisco 
Gold Integrator Partner’ certi-
fication for 2022-2023 as well 
as ‘Customer Experience Spe-
cialisation’. 

MEEZA was awarded as 
‘Public Sector Partner of the 
Year’ in Qatar by Cisco on the 
Comstor and Cisco Partner 
Day in acknowledgement of its 
expansion and performance in 
the public government sector.

MEEZA passed the au-
dit and maintained the Cisco 
Gold Integrator Partner’ cer-
tification for 2022-2023.  The 
company met all personnel, 
specialization and support re-
quirements and has demon-
strated that it is qualified to 
sell, install and support Cisco 
Solutions in the Gulf region.

MEEZA has also achieved 
its sixth specialisation - ‘Cus-
tomer Experience Speciali-
sation’ - from Cisco, a new 
mandate for MEEZA to main-
tain the Cisco Gold Integrator 
Partner Level.

Commenting on the 
achievements, MEEZA CEO 
Eng. Ahmad Abdulla Al-Mu-
slemani said, “These recogni-
tions embody our continued 
managed IT market leadership 
position and trust in MEEZA 

expertise and capabilities as a 
major provider in Qatar and 
the region. Our partnership 
with Cisco keeps expanding 
year after year based on mu-
tual trust and exchange of ex-
periences to ensure that our 

clients receive the best servic-
es that are on par with inter-
national standard.

“We are happy to receive 
these recognitions from Cisco, 
a globally renowned leader in 
IT and networking. This is an 

exciting time for us to further 
prove our competence as the 
preferred and reliable Qatari 
IT service provider.” 

Hasan Khan, General 
Manager, Cisco Qatar, said: 
“We are always proud of 

MEEZA’s performance in the 
public domain and its capa-
bilities to deliver excellent 
services to customers. These 
recognitions build on the pre-
vious accolades MEEZA has 
received for its professional 
approach to service delivery. 
MEEZA has proven its capa-
bilities to assist companies to 
achieve their digital transfor-
mation goals.” 

These recognitions fol-
lowed the previous achieve-
ment of Cisco’s Gold Service 
Integrator and Gold Service 
Provider certificate.

MEEZA is a well-estab-
lished managed IT service 
provider in Qatar with ex-
tensive skill set in managing 
complex environments, full 
understanding of country 
regulations and backed by 

government agreements and 
strategic partnerships.

MEEZA, a Qatar Founda-
tion venture, is centred on a 
mission and vision to enable, 
support, and drive sustain-
able development in Qatar’s 
information technology sector 
in line with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030. It offers scalable, 
highly available and resilient 
cloud services that are used 
to improve customer engage-
ment, facilitate the transfor-
mation of products and servic-
es, and empower businesses.

MEEZA is a fast-growing 
player in cloud computing 
services, both in regional and 
international markets. It con-
tinues to innovate and offer 
cost-effective IT solutions and 
services to help its clients fo-
cus on their core business

MEEZA Chief Executive Officer 
Eng. Ahmad Al Muslemani

Millennium Plaza Doha to bring families 
& loved ones together during Eid Al-Adha

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

LOOKING for a beautiful family ex-
perience this Eid Al-Adha holiday? 
Millennium Plaza Doha is organising 
a special Eid Brunch on the first Day 
of Eid Al-Adha at Circle restaurant 
between 12:30pm until 3:30pm. 

Celebrate and create some mem-
orable moments with your family 
while enjoying the delicious Eid buf-

fet brunch expertly combining Mid-
dle Eastern and international cui-
sines this Eid holiday. 

Children will also be very well 
taken care of throughout the day as 
they will have the chance to meet 
other kids, play games and enjoy en-
tertaining activities.  

All of that is available for QR250 
per person only. Book your spots 
now at +974 4041 6999 or reserva-
tions.mdhq@millenniumhotels.com. 

Guests can also extend their stay 
with a long pampering Eid weekend 
at Millennium Plaza Doha to enjoy 
the hotel’s restaurants, spa, gym and 
pool, or also get some work done at 
one of their meeting rooms. 

Millennium Plaza Doha is a lead-
ing hospitality service provider lo-
cated at the heart of Doha and com-
mitted to providing quality, comfort 
and positive experience to every cus-
tomer.

Ooredoo Toastmasters Club
celebrates its 250th meeting

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

OOREDOO Toastmasters Club of 
District 116 Qatar celebrated its 
250th meeting with great fervour 
on July 2.

Addressing the gathering, 
Club president Davar Dattawala 
said the club has achieved this 
milestone due to its consistency 
and perseverance. He expressed 
his gratitude to the members and 
former office-bearers for their 
dedication and relentless sup-
port.

Founder president of the 
club Yasir Nainar explained 
how Toastmasters can help one 
achieve excellence as a leader and 
communicator at professional 
and personal levels.

Former presidents of Oore-
doo Toastmasters Club Krishna 
Kumar, Sheik Iqbal, Mammen 
Thomas, Biju George, Jose, Stan-
ly Oommen and Yoonas Kalathil 

shared their experiences with 
the attendees. They shared their 
journey with the Toastmasters as 
to how the platform helped them 
discover their dormant potential.

District 116 leaders Rajesh 
VC, Ravi Shanker and Sabina 
gave away tokens of appreciation 
to all past presidents of the club. 
Coaches Sahitya Reddy and Kam-

akshi Gopi were recognised for 
their efforts and were presented 
with Committed Coach Awards.

Area 25 Director Sherwin Ol-
impo conducted the installation 
ceremony and welcomed the new 
president Browlin and his team. 
The celebrations concluded with a 
cake-cutting ceremony, followed 
by a group photo session.

talabat’s newly launched regional awards
celebrate MENA’s gaming achievements
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TALABAT, the region’s leading 
local tech platform, is teaming 
up with GreatGamers Award 
to launch the Gulf region’s first 
regional e-sports initiative in 
Egypt, Iraq, and Jordan. The 
gaming scene in the region has 
recently seen rapid develop-
ment, and talabat is determined 
to play a key role in accelerat-
ing this growth. The platform 
will celebrate gamers in MENA 
through one of the region’s 
largest Gaming Awards Shows, 
as the first of many initiatives.

The ‘talabat Great Gam-
ers Awards,’ which debuted on 
June 13, recognise the year’s 
best gamers, casters, and 
coaches. People will be able to 

vote for the nominees - hand-
picked by a jury panel of local 
gaming experts in each of their 
categories - in five categories 
representing players from the 
most popular game genres. The 
voting period will end on July 
6, 2022. One deserving win-
ner will be crowned the ‘talabat 
Great Gamer of the Year’ during 
the show on July 16th, 2022, 

which will be live-streamed on 
multiple platforms.

In Qatar, talabat collabo-
rates with e-Sports gaming 
master Ahmed Al Meghessib, 
a member of the Qatar Football 
Association, on the Great Gam-
ers initiative. At only 19 years 
old, the young Qatari made his 
FIFA interactive World Cup 
debut and quickly established 
himself as one of the region’s 
top FIFA players at PSG Sports. 
Qatar has emerged as a major 
e-Sports destination, with a 
growing trend of becoming a 
regional hub for e-Gamers.

Francisco Miguel de Sousa, 
Managing Director of talabat 
Qatar, commented on the an-
nouncement, saying, ‘It is very 
exciting for us to be a part of the 
eSports world, and to launch 

talabat’s first-ever Gaming 
Awards show in the region.’ 
This is one of the areas we’ve 
recently taken a keen interest 
in, and it represents yet another 
opportunity for us to highlight 
and recognise regional talent.”

“With a push of a button, 
players can conveniently place 
their orders using the talabat 
app before their game begins, 
and have it reliably delivered 
by the time they finish! We are 
very excited about this first-of-
its-kind partnership for us, and 
what it will bring in the future,” 
de Sousa added. 

Aside from Great Gamers, 
talabat has collaborated with 
a number of partners, includ-
ing Red Bull and Techxhub, to 
make the ‘talabat Great Gamers 
Award’ a reality.

Hyatt Regency Oryx Doha unveils 
dining and getaway offers for Eid
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FOR Eid Al Adha, Hyatt Regency Oryx Doha 
on Old Airport Road, has unveiled a range of 
offers to celebrate the special occasion. Guests’ 
are invited to gather with their friends, fam-
ily and loved ones to escape the heat and 
celebrate the holiday at the vibrant food & 
beverage venues and modern facilities with 
upscale level of services. Choices, the all-day 
dining restaurant, will present a delicious ar-
ray of International Eid Al Adha Brunch fa-
vourites with live cooking stations from July 
10 through 14, 2022. Especially enhanced for 
the occasion, the exquisite selection of themed 
culinary highlights and a wide-array desserts 
station will overflow with decadent treats.

For a memorable celebration and to revel 
the true spirit of giving and sharing, Hyatt Re-
gency Oryx Doha introduces a stay offer that 
will allow guests during the Eid break to ex-
perience a relaxing, modern, and comfortable 

holiday in a welcoming atmosphere. 
The stay offer includes breakfast for two 

at “Choices” all-day dining restaurant. Guests 
can also enjoy the outdoor temperature-con-
trolled 25 m (82 ft) swimming pool, along with 
the wellness facilities such as steam room, 
sauna, whirlpool and 24-hour access to the 
gym. 

For more information, visit hyattrestau-
rants.com, or call 4141 1234 or WhatsApp 
6608 5806.

A very special day for MIS
‘Class of 2022’ graduates

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MIDDLE East International School 
(MIS) celebrated the graduation cer-
emony of the Class of 2022 recently. 

The school congratulated the 
Class of 2022 and their families.  

In a statement, Chairman and 
Founder of MIS Salem Rashid Thani 
Al Mohanadi said, “This class has 
shown tremendous perseverance 
through a difficult time during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are proud 
of their ability to adapt and over-
come.”

MIS boasts a 100 percent gradu-
ation rate, with 18 students from 
this batch who have attended MIS 
from Kindergarten through Grade 
12.  The 61 graduates are all mov-
ing on to colleges and universities 
around the world to pursue their de-
gree of choice.

Middle East International School Class of 2022 poses for a photograph during their graduation ceremony.

MIS Chairman and Founder Salem Rashid Thani Al Mohanadi presents awards to graduating students of Middle East Interna-
tional School (MIS) during a ceremony recently. 

Hasan Khan, general manager, Cisco Qatar
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EnginEErs Australia Qatar 
Chapter (EAQC) organised a CEO 
panel discussion titled ‘road to 
2022 - Delivering Excellence’ at 
the Australian Embassy in Doha 
recently. EAQC and its members 
have been playing a leading role in 
bringing together creative minds on 
a platform.

“The Australian Embassy in Qa-
tar is proud to be associated with 
its dynamic and energised EAQC,” 
Australian Ambassador to Qatar HE 
Jonathan Muir said on the occasion.

He further added: “Today’s 
event is about the legacy of the World 
Cup in Qatar. it’s hard to think of a 
single event whose hosting has had 
more impact on a nation than this 
World Cup, on this nation. One of 
the world’s biggest events in one of 
the world’s smallest countries. The 
ambition was audacious. My own 
view is that it will be a great event. 
And when the whistle is blown, most 
people will just remember the great 
football and the great atmosphere. 
And thanks to their epic qualifica-
tion a couple of weeks ago, we will 
hopefully see more famous victories 
by the socceroos.”

The evening commenced with 
a welcome address by EAQC Presi-
dent Tamer naguib who highlight-
ed the role of engineers in building 
a better future and Qatar’s journey 
towards the FiFA World Cup 2022 

delivering world-class roads and 
infrastructure projects as well as 
state-of-the-art stadiums to host 
the games. naguib emphasised the 
role of EAQC in supporting the soc-
ceroos team during their qualifier 
games in Qatar, where socceroos 
managed to secure a spot in the 
coming FiFA World Cup.

The event was presided over 
by Australian Ambassador to Qa-
tar HE Jonathan Muir and Deputy 
Head of Mission Lachlan Mcleod. 
Amongst the panelists were highly 
accomplished industry leaders; 
Bassam Halabi (regional general 

Manager of gHD), Omar Bahgat 
(Vice President and regional Man-

ager of ECg), and Oussama El 
Jerby (Area Managing Director of 
CCC). 

The event included panel dis-
cussions followed by a Q&A ses-
sion with the panelists where they 
shared their experiences and pro-
vided their insights on some im-
portant topics related to delivering 
projects ahead of the FiFA World 
Cup 2022 in Qatar such as Leader-
ship, FiFA requirements in Design 
and Construction, safety, Environ-
ment & sustainability, and finally 
the Lessons Learned. 

The Panel discussion and Q&A 

session was conducted by EAQC 
Deputy President Asif rahmany. 
The event was concluded by pre-
senting awards to the panelists in 
recognition of their services to the 
engineering profession. EAQC sec-
retary Mohammed Abdelrahman 
proposed the vote of thanks.

Engineers Australia is the trust-
ed voice of the profession and the 
global home for engineering pro-
fessionals renowned as leaders in 
shaping a sustainable world. Engi-
neers Australia, keeping an eye on 
Qatar’s dynamic economy, opened 
its Qatar Chapter in 2015.
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Minister of Public Health HE Dr Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari met with Minister of State for 
Asia and the Middle East at the United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office, Amanda Melling, in Doha on Tuesday. The meeting reviewed the relations between the 
two countries and the ways to enhance them in the health fields. (QNA)

CRA publishes 
two amended 
class licences
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THE Communications regulatory Author-
ity (CrA) has published the amended versions 
of the ‘Class Licence for the resale of retail 
Telecommunications services’ and the ‘Class 
Licence to Own and/or Operate a Private Tel-
ecommunications network’.

The two Class Licences were originally is-
sued in 2011 and were amended in 2013. The 
current amendments aim at updating and en-
hancing the Class Licences taking into account 
the establish-
ment of CrA 
in 2014 and 
amendments to 
the Telecommu-
nications Law in 
2017. 

According to 
the Telecommu-
nications Law, 
a licence is re-
quired to resell 
retail telecom-
m u n i c a t i o n s 
services or own 
and/or operate a private telecommunications 
network. The Licensee must comply with the 
terms and conditions of the appropriate licence 
and with the Telecommunications Law and ap-
plicable regulatory framework. The amended 
licences supersede all previous versions and 
are effective from the date of their issuance.

The resale of retail telecommunications 
services is an established practice in some 
fields, for example reselling telecommunica-
tions services to hotel guests. All resale of tel-
ecommunications services must be according 
to the related amended Class Licence.

Private telecommunications networks en-
able corporations and entities in private and 
government sectors to ensure reliable, flexible 
and secure communications on site and be-
tween sites. Owners and/or operators of pri-
vate telecommunications networks must com-
ply with the provisions of the related amended 
Class Licence.

The amended Class Licences provide clarity 
to service providers, consumers and all other 
stakeholders on the scope and terms and con-
ditions of the licences. in particular, the Class 
Licence for the resale of retail Telecommu-
nications services clarifies the list of parties 
who are eligible to resell telecommunications 
services in Qatar, hence limiting the scope for 
illegal resale activities.

Any person who resells retail Telecommu-
nications services outside of the scope of the 
Class Licence will be infringing the Telecom-
munications Law and will be exposed to the 
criminal sanctions in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Telecommunications Law.

The amended Class Licences can be ac-
cessed through CrA’s website via the below 
link: https://www.cra.gov.qa/en/regulatory-
Framework/Licensing/Class-Licenses

Turkish Airlines invites guests to 
visit Istanbul with ‘Touristanbul’
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FLying to more countries than any other 
airline, Turkish Airlines, once again intro-
duced Touristanbul, one of the privileged 
services it offers to its guests. 

Offering the opportunity to discover 
İstanbul with complimentary city tour to 
international transit passengers, the Turk-
ish flag carrier also aims to promote unique 
wonders of İstanbul to the world.

With the complimentary city tour Turk-
ish Airlines provides to its guests with a 
connecting time between 6 to 24 hours in 
İstanbul Airport, eligible passengers will 
have the opportunity to discover İstanbul’s 
historical and cultural wonders such as 
sultanahmet Mosque, Ayasofya Mosque, 
Topkapı Palace between their two flights. 

On the programme, passengers are 
picked up from İstanbul Airport by Tour-
istanbul vehicle, attend the İstanbul tour 
accompanied by a guide and brought back 
to airport for the next leg of their flights. 
With the programme, Turkish Airlines 
aims to increase its share in the transit 
passenger market and contribute to Tur-
key’s tourism.

On the restart of the project, Turkish 
Airlines Chief Marketing Officer Ahmet 
Olmuştur stated, “With the Touristanbul 
project, we aim to showcase Turkish hospi-
tality and İstanbul’s unique wonders to our 
guests and contribute to tourism of Turkey. 
Our goal is to increase transfer passenger 
numbers and our market share with this 
privileged service. After being suspended 
due to COViD-19 on 2020, Touristanbul is 
now restarting. 

“since 2019, 349,738 guests had the 

chance to discover İstanbul with the ser-
vice. The satisfaction of our guests opting 
for the service along with increase in the 
number of passengers are providing us with 
motivation for the future of the program. 
We expect approximately 60,000 guests to 
benefit from Touristanbul privilege until 
the end of the year.”

As citizens of 129 countries are discov-
ering İstanbul with Touristanbul privilege, 
its programme is prepared with the consid-
eration of guests’ flight plan. With six dif-
ferent tours organised every day, passen-
gers are able to choose the one that suits 
their flight times.

Minister of Culture HE Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Hamad Al Thani met with Ambassador 
of China to Qatar HE Zhou Jian in Doha on Tuesday. During the meeting, they discussed 
aspects of cooperation between the two countries and the ways to develop them in the 
cultural field. (TNN)

Turkish Airlines 
opens widest airline
network to Saudi 
Arabian nationals
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TurkisH Airlines has announced that as of June 
20, 2022, the restrictions set by Türkiye due to 
COViD-19 have been lifted. The flights to saudi 
Arabia have resumed to pre-pandemic conditions 
and saudi citizens are able to travel to or transit 
through Türkiye again.

Turkish Airlines flies from riyadh, Jeddah, 
Dammam and Medina by connecting travellers 
from ksA to 335 
cities in 128 coun-
tries, including 
51 cities in Tür-
kiye. Passengers 
are able to fly to 
Türkiye without a 
PCr test or vac-
cination card and 
masks are not mandatory in the aircrafts.

With the resumption of Touristanbul, Turk-
ish Airlines passengers with connecting flights 
through İstanbul Airport, with 6-24 hours of 
halt between their flights, will have the option to 
discover İstanbul and its cultural and historical 
wonders.

Turkish Airlines connects saudi Arabia and 
istanbul with flights from four major saudi cities: 
riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam and Medina.

For more information, visit www.turkishair-
lines.com, call +90 212 444 0849 or visit the air-
line’s commercial offices in the ksA.

HEALTH MINISTER MEETS UK OFFICIAL CULTURE MINISTER MEETS CHINESE ENVOY

EAQC event provides insights
on delivering projects ahead
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Saudi citizens and residents are now able 
to travel to or transit through Türkiye again

It’s hard to think of a single 
event whose hosting has had 
more impact on a nation 
than this World Cup, on this 
nation. One of the world’s 
biggest events in one of the 
world’s smallest countries
HE Jonathan Muir

The two Class Licences were 
originally issued in 2011 
and were amended in 
2013. The current amend-
ments aim at updating and 
enhancing the Class 
Licences taking into account 
the establishment of CRA in 
2014 and amendments to 
the Telecommunications 
Law in 2017

Nation



QNA
DOHA

M
INISTER of State for Asia and 
the Middle East at the United 
Kingdom’s Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development Office 
Amanda Melling has affirmed 

that Qatar and the United Kingdom 
have strong and solid relations, and 
the two countries are working together, 
based on those relations, to strengthen 
the strategic partnership between them.

In an interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Amanda Melling said 
that her current visit to Doha follows up 
on the results of the successful working 
visit of His Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani to the UK in May. One of the re-
sults of the visit is the dialogue between 
the two countries in the field of energy, 
the new strategic partnership in the field 
of investment, as well as the upcoming 
strategic dialogue, which is expected to 
be held later this year.

She pointed out that the recent mu-
tual visits between the two countries 
reflect the depth of relations between 
them and the real desire to expand areas 
of cooperation in various fields, includ-
ing trade, security and defense, as well 
as education, health and other sectors 
that will contribute to strengthening 
and translating the bilateral relation-
ship.

She also indicated that Qatar will be 
part of the new electronic travel author-
isation system starting in 2023, which 
will make it easier for Qataris to travel to 
the UK for business and tourism alike. 
This step comes from the strong rela-
tions that bind the two countries, as it 
will enhance cooperation and partner-
ship between the two sides.

The minister said that the volume of 
trade exchange between the two coun-
tries amounted to GBP 4.8 billion during 
2021 and noted that negotiations of the 
free trade agreement (FTA) between the 
UK and the GCC - which was launched 
last week in Riyadh - will contribute to 
increasing trade and investment in both 
directions, which will contribute to cre-
ating new opportunities for economic 
growth for the parties to the agreement.

She explained the intent to have a 

modern and ambitious free trade agree-
ment with the GCC in terms of timing, 
and said, “I know everyone is very keen 
to move at pace on this and I think thats 
the key thing at this point in time under-
taking these negotiations at pace so we 
can secure the FTA as soon as possible.”

The minister stressed that her cur-
rent presence in Qatar is an opportunity 
to continue discussions on defining the 
real priorities of the relationship be-
tween the two countries, while search-
ing for new opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation in many areas and on a 
larger scale.

On the other hand, she expressed 
her eagerness for the start of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, noting that Qa-
tar and the UK are working together to 
ensure a successful and safe tournament 
and there are many areas of cooperation 

in this regard.
The Royal Air Force and the British 

Royal Navy will be involved in secur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
through the joint Typhoon squadron, 
she added.

After her visit to Al Janoub Stadi-
um, one of the stadiums that will host 
the World Cup matches, the minister 
praised Qatar’s preparations to host the 
tournament, and its efforts to make the 
fans who will come to the country have 
a wonderful experience as well, adding, 
“We are really looking forward to the 
World Cup later in the year.” 

She also expressed her happiness 
with the participation of England and 
Wales in the tournament, saying, “It is 
brilliant because we are going to have 
really good representation at the World 
Cup.”
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starting in 2023, which will make it easier for Qataris to travel to the  

UK for business and tourism alike, says UK official
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‘FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Will Be First Carbon-Neutral Tournament’
QNA
DOHA

W
ORLD Cup Stadiums Cooling 
Technology Engineer Dr. Saud 
Abdel Ghani has stressed that 
World Cup fans will enjoy a won-
derful view of the World Cup 

matches inside the eight stadiums, which 
were built with a unique international 
design that contains all the details of the 
Gulf heritage and popular legacies in the 
region, making the tournament excep-
tional and distinct.

Abdel Ghani said that World Cup fans 
will witness the best version of the tour-
nament that adheres to the health aspects 
and provides a great atmosphere, noting 
that FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will be 
the first carbon-neutral tournament.

He added that they also introduced 
the evaporative cooled-grass technique. 
The technique consists of straw, plastic, 
and carton with water added to the com-
ponents, which end with releasing cooled 
air. He pointed out that their calculations 
included the amount of cooling released 
from the grass surface to reduce the cool-
ing of the entire stadium. 

Dr Abdel Ghani explained that the 
grass absorbs water during which transpi-
ration, as well as evaporation, occurs, and 
the temperature of the grass in summer 
and winter reaches 29-30 degrees, regard-
less of the outside temperature, to reduce 
the cost of cooling.

He pointed out that the amount of en-

ergy used in the cooling process is derived 
from the main grid, which receives energy 
coming from the Al Kharsaah Solar En-
ergy Project. Abdel Ghani said that they 
do not want to prove to the world that Qa-
tar’s projects are sustainable, given that 
sustainability is an integral part of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030, so when the 
stadiums were designed, they did not put 
solar panels in every stadium, because the 
stadium is considered as an architectural 
masterpiece and that is why should not 
put any other object next to it that might 
change relatively from the stadium’s look 
and shape.

Dr Abdel Ghani pointed out the differ-
ence in the mechanism of cooling technol-
ogy works according to the design, shape, 
and function of each stadium, for the 
work team to then create customized cool-
ing solutions for each stadium separately, 
covering all spaces within the World Cup 
facilities that will witness the tourna-
ment’s competitions, ensuring that fans 
and players enjoy an ideal atmosphere 
during the upcoming event.

He added that cooling control in each 
stadium is different from the other, ac-
cording to the number of fans in the sta-
dium and the temperature outside it at the 
specified hour, and as it is known, each 
stadium is different from the other. 

If we look at Al Bayt Stadium, we find 
it large with greater height, and its han-
dling of the air differs compared to the 
Al Janoub Stadium, which contained an 
aerodynamic design and has a smoother 

design. Each stadium also differs in terms 
of its air surroundings, so we dealt with 
these multiple challenges with computer 
simulation experiences, as well as the ex-
tension of the air tunnel and how it works 
through similar experiments conducted at 
Qatar University.

Dr Abdel Ghani said that the FIFA 
Medical team measures the temperature 
inside the field, and they decide to stop the 
match to allow the players to drink water, 

and they move around the field and meas-
ure the temperature throughout the 60 
minutes before the match and 90 minutes 
of the game. 

In South Africa and China, they were 
demanding to stop the match, but with 
regard to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the matter is completely different, as we 
made it 100% easy for FIFA and those in 
charge as we gathered all these efforts in 
the control room. FIFA and officials will 

now keep track of the temperature over 
the second and minute, and we’ve saved 
them moving around the field, and they 
won’t need gauges.

Dr Abdel Ghani considered that this 
new technology may not have been ad-
dressed before and was not used in other 
stadiums.

For his part, Al Janoub Stadium Man-
ager Abdulaziz Al Ishaq said that the Al-
Wakra area witnessed a development in 
the road network linking it to Doha and 
other cities inside Qatar. 

These new roads facilitated the con-
nection between the World Cup stadiums 
in a short time.

We started to establish the stadium in 
coordination with an internationally rec-
ognized Gulf organization, as well as with 
the International Football Association 
(FIFA). The organization’s work is sum-
marized by following up on the details of 
the facilities from the beginning to the 
end in all stages of construction and de-
sign and ensuring international specifica-
tions and all details related to sustainabil-
ity. The organization reviewed the design 
with engineers before the construction 
process, until receiving the stadium after 
completion.

Eng. Abdulaziz concluded his state-
ment that the Gulf organization reviewed 
all aspects of sustainability, everything 
related to energy, heat emissions, and 
other details inside the stadium, and en-
sured all safety, health, and sustainability 
standards.

APPLICATIONS closed last 
week for a first-of-their-
kind crop of White House 

interns. These college students 
aren’t any more skilled or moti-
vated than the many who have 
passed through the West Wing 
before them. But they will be 
the first to earn money for their 
work.

Unpaid internships first 
came under serious scrutiny in 
2013, when the magazine pub-
lisher Conde Nast was sued for 
paying its interns such ridicu-
lously low sums as $1 an hour, 
or $300 for an entire summer. 
It settled for $5.8 million and 
promptly closed its internship 
program; it reopened the pro-
gram last year, with full-time, 
paid positions. Since then, a lot 
of for-profit companies have 
gotten the message. According 
to Carlos Mark Vera, executive 
director of the advocacy group 
Pay Our Interns, the for-profit 
sector is where internships are 
most likely to be paid.

But there still are far too 
many unpaid internships, 
which are unfair for several 
reasons. Students are in more 
need than ever of money-earn-
ing work to help finance their 
educations as college costs rise. 
Though internships are mostly 
supposed to be educational, 
interns are generally spending 
much of their time on tasks that 
mainly benefit the organiza-
tion. And no matter how well 
designed unpaid training po-
sitions are, they put lower-in-
come students at an inherent 
disadvantage. Internships look 
great on a resume and give the 
student a head start on finding 
good jobs, but many students 
can’t afford that sort of pres-
tige; they need paid work to get 
by. And frankly, all work should 
be paid, even apprentice work. 
Most employers should either 
pay their workers, even tempo-
rary and part-time staff, or do 
without them.

Many private colleges also 
take advantage of the system. 
One legal way for a for-profit 
company not to pay an intern 
is for the student to earn course 
credit for the internship. This 
doesn’t reduce the tuition the 
student pays — the college gets 
to charge for education that it’s 
not providing. In other words, 
everybody wins financially ex-

cept the people least able to af-
ford it: the interns who do the 
actual work.

The situation is particularly 
troubling for service-oriented 
professions such as social work 
and teaching, with students re-
quired by their universities to 
do fieldwork in order to gain 
certification. This work is gen-
erally full-time and lasts for 
months, yet most of it is un-
paid; according to the Council 
on Social Work Education, only 
15% of social work graduate 
students are paid for their field-
work; 11% receive government 
assistance. During this phase, 
Vera said, students continue 
paying tuition, but because 
their full-time work requires 
certain work hours, they are 
less able to earn money through 
part-time outside work.

Our society bemoans the 
shortages of teachers and men-
tal health workers while it puts 
unfair obstacles in their paths 
to train for this essential work.

It’s time to end most unpaid 
internships at government and 
for-profit employers, with new 
laws, if necessary. Of the na-
tion’s 3.3 million internships 
each year, 1 million are unpaid, 
according to the Center for Re-
search on College-Workforce 
Transitions at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. That’s 
actually a reduction from a dec-
ade ago, when about half of all 
internships were unpaid.

California is lagging on this. 
The governor’s office, for ex-
ample, doesn’t pay its interns 
but requires schools either to 
give them academic credit or 
pay them. The latter is unlikely 
to happen at community col-
leges and other public schools 
attended by many low-income 
students. Internships in the 
state Legislature are largely 

unpaid, according to Pay Our 
Interns. Its 2019 report found 
that only 10% of internships in 
the state Assembly were paid, 
and none in the state Senate. 
This is especially shameful for a 
government that has dedicated 
itself in many ways to social eq-
uity — and that currently has a 
giant budget surplus.

California is also home to 
the music, movie and film in-
dustries, which are among the 
least likely to pay their interns, 
according to Vera. Sports is 
another big offender, he said, 
as are the media, especially 
smaller outlets. Legislation in-
troduced this year would have 
set up a fund for paying legisla-
tive interns, but has been put 
on hold to strengthen its provi-
sions.

Nonprofit organizations 
are a different matter. They 
already have the legal right to 
have people volunteer without 
pay; the relabeling of volun-
teer work as internships serves 
more as an incentive to draw in 
more workers in exchange for 
the prestige on their resumes, 
even when they’re doing tasks 
like driving people around or 
answering phones. 

For many nonprofits that 
are barely getting by, that might 
be essential to continuing their 
operations. But larger opera-
tions, with annual revenues in 
the hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, should be reviewing their 
policies to help students whose 
incomes don’t allow them to 
work for free.

A fund to pay legislative in-
terns would certainly help, but 
doesn’t go nearly far enough. 
President Joe Biden should ban 
all unpaid internships at the 
federal level, and Gov. Gavin 
Newsom should do the same at 
the state level. 

Want A Trainee To Work 
For You? Pay Them

Minister of State for Asia and the Middle East at the United Kingdom’s 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Amanda Melling praised 
Qatar’s preparations to host the tournament, and its efforts to make the 
fans who will come to the country have a wonderful experience as well, 
adding, “We are really looking forward to the World Cup later in the year.”
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AlgeriA is celebrating 60 years of 
independence from France on Tues-
day with nationwide ceremonies, a 
pardon of 14,000 prisoners and its 
first military parade in years.

The events mark the country’s 
official declaration of independence 
on July 5, 1962, after a brutal seven-
year war which ended 132 years of 
colonial rule. 

The war, which killed at least 1.5 
million people, remains a point of 
tension in relations between Algeria 
and France.

“A day of glory for a new era” is 
the official slogan of the celebration, 

which includes concerts, sports 
events, lectures and photo exhibits 
retracing the horrors of the war.

City workers hung Algerian flags 
and portraits of the war’s heroes, 
and loudspeakers in public squares 
are broadcasting patriotic songs.

Former President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika abandoned holding 
military parades, but his successor, 
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune, 
revived the tradition for this year’s 
anniversary.

The military show of force is tak-
ing place amid growing tensions be-
tween Algeria and Morocco over the 
disputed Western Sahara region.

Tebboune is expected to ad-

dress consultations with political 
leaders he’s been holding in recent 
months. Opposition figures and 
those involved in 2019 pro-democ-
racy protests that helped overthrow 
Bouteflika were not invited to the 
consultations.

The president signed decrees 
Monday announcing pardons for 
thousands of prisoners. it orders 
inmates suffering medical problems 
to be released or have their sentenc-
es commuted.

it was not immediately clear 
whether political prisoners, includ-
ing those involved in the Hirak pro-
test movement, would be among the 
people freed.

Algeria marks 60 years of 
independence from France

Agencies

HundredS of homes have 
been inundated in and around 
Australia’s largest city in a 
flood emergency that was 
causing trouble for 50,000 
people, officials said Tuesday.

emergency response 
teams made 100 rescues over-
night of people trapped in 
cars on flooded roads or in in-
undated homes in the Sydney 
area, State emergency Service 
manager Ashley Sullivan said.

days of torrential rain 
have caused dams to overflow 
and waterways to break their 
banks, bringing a fourth flood 
emergency in 16 months to 
parts of the city of 5 million 
people.

evacuation orders and 
warnings to prepare to aban-
don homes were given to 
50,000 people, up from 
32,000 on Monday, new 
South Wales Premier dominic 
Perrottet said.

“This event is far from 
over. Please don’t be com-
placent, wherever you are. 
Please be careful when you’re 
driving on our roads. There is 
still substantial risk for flash 
flooding across our state,” 
Perrottet said.

The new South Wales 
state government declared a 
disaster across 23 local gov-
ernment areas overnight, ac-
tivating federal government 
financial assistance for flood 
victims.

emergency Services Min-
ister Steph Cooke credited 
the skill and commitment of 
rescue crews for preventing 
any death or serious injury by 
the fourth day of the flooding 

emergency.
Parts of southern Sydney 

had been lashed by more than 
20 centimeters (nearly 8 inch-
es) of rain in 24 hours, more 
than 17% of the city’s annual 
average, Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy meteorologist Jonathan 
How said.

Severe weather warnings 
of heavy rain remained in 
place across Sydney’s east-
ern suburbs on Tuesday. The 
warnings also extended north 
of Sydney along the coast and 
into the Hunter Valley.

The worst flooding was 
along the Hawkesbury-ne-

pean river system along Syd-
ney’s northern and western 
fringes.

“The good news is that 
by tomorrow afternoon, it is 
looking to be mostly dry but, 
of course, we are reminding 
people that these floodwaters 
will remain very high well af-
ter the rain has stopped,” How 
said.

“There was plenty of rain 
fall overnight and that is actu-
ally seeing some rivers peak 
for a second time. So you’ve 
got to take many days, if not 
a week, to start to see these 
floodwaters start to recede,” 

How added.
residents of lansvale, in 

southwest Sydney, were sur-
prised by the speed at which 
their area became inundated 
and the growing frequency of 
such flooding.

“Well, it happened in 1986 
and ’88, then it didn’t happen 
for 28 years and, so, 2016 and 
2020 and now it’s happened 
four times this year,” a lans-
vale local identified only as 
Terry told Australian Broad-
casting Corp. television of his 
home being flooded.

The wild weather and 
mountainous seas along 

the new South Wales coast 
thwarted plans to tow a strick-
en cargo ship with 21 crew 
members to the safety of open 
sea.

The ship lost power after 
leaving port in Wollongong, 
south of Sydney, on Monday 
morning and risked being 
grounded by 8-meter (26-
foot) swells and winds blow-
ing at 30 knots (34 mph) 
against cliffs.

An attempt to tow the 
ship with tugboats into open 
ocean ended when a towline 
snapped in an 11-meter (36-
foot) swell late Monday, Port 
Authority chief executive Phil-
ip Holliday said.

The ship was maintaining 
its position Tuesday farther 
from the coast than it had 
been on Monday with two 
anchors and the help of two 
tugboats. The original plan 
had been for the ship’s crew to 
repair their engine at sea. The 
new plan was to tow the ship 
to Sydney when weather and 
sea conditions calmed as early 
as Wednesday, Holliday said.

“We’re in a better position 
than we were yesterday,” Hol-
liday said. “We’re in relative 
safety.”

Perrottet described the 
tugboat crews’ response on 
Monday to save the ship as 
“heroic.”

“i want to thank those 
men and women who were 
on those crews last night for 
the heroic work they did in 
incredibly treacherous con-
ditions. To have an 11-meter 
(36-foot) swell, to be undergo-
ing and carrying out that work 
is incredibly impressive,” Per-
rottet said.

Aus declares natural disaster  
as Sydney floods hit 50,000

A view of a damaged building after an overnight attack in Erbil, the capital of the northern Iraqi Kurdish 
autonomous region on Sunday. (afp)

dpA 
Beirut

THe un Security Council should 
extend the resolution which allows 
aid to be deivered to some 4 mil-
lion residents and internally dis-
placed people in north-west Syria, 
demanded aid organizations and 
human rights activists on Tuesday.

doctors Without Borders (MSF) 
stressed that, if this lifeline is cut 
off, the situation for millions of peo-
ple will deteriorate drastically. “This 
will lead to avoidable deaths,” it 
added.

The un resolution, which has 
been in place since 2014, will ex-
pire on Sunday. The regulation al-
lows the united nations to bring 
important aid supplies across the 
border into parts of the civil war 
country that are not controlled by 
the government.

Previously, four border cross-
ings were allowed to be used for 
this purpose. last year, the Secu-
rity Council agreed that one border 
crossing in north-west Syria would 
remain open.

However, russia had repeat-
edly signalled in the past that it 
would also like to close this cross-

ing. in this case, the un could only 
deliver its aid through the Syrian 
government. Some 4.1 million peo-
ple in the region are dependent on 
humanitarian aid, doctors Without 
Borders warned.

The human rights organization 
Amnesty international said the 
people in north-western Syria were 
entirely dependent on international 
aid for their survival.

“Since losing control of the 
north-west part of the country, 
the Syrian government has cut off 
electricity and water supplies, ob-
structed aid ... putting the onus on 
humanitarian organizations to pro-
vide services...” amnesty said.

Syria is suffering not only from 
the aftermath of the civil war, which 
began in 2011, but also from a se-
vere economic crisis.

Aid organizations call for  
continuation of UN Syria aid

A Syrian child stands next to some goats at a livestock market on the outskirts  
of the rebel-held town of Dana, in the northwestern Idlib province near the 
Turkish-Syrian border on Monday. (afp)

islamaBad: at least nine people, including children, are dead 
after heavy rains wreaked havoc in pakistan’s south-western 
province, officials said on tuesday.

“three women and five children were swept away by flood-
water,” Younis aziz mengal, a spokesperson for the provincial 
disaster management authority said. He said more than a 
dozen people were injured. Heavy rains and strong winds 
caused urban flooding, damaged more than 200 houses and 
electricity infrastructure in the provincial capital Quetta. 

“reports of damage and destruction are still pouring in 
and the number of deaths may increase,” he said.
a large number of people living in mud and makeshift houses 
were left homeless by the rain. meanwhile, several roads in the 
north-western region of the country were also blocked due to 
land sliding caused by the rain. (dpa)

Monsoon rains leave 9 dead in Pakistan

islamaBad: a province in pakistan has allocated a quota in 
public sector jobs for transgender people, a marginalised com-
munity within a conservative islamic society.

the government in the southern region of sindh announced 
it would hire 0.5% transgender people, in a move hailed as a 
“small, but significant” step by rights activists. “We will im-
plemented this in government jobs and encourage the private 
sector to match it,” provincial minister mukesh Chawla said 
on tuesday.  families often abandon transgender children at 
young age because they are considered taboo. many seek 
refuge in begging or prostitution. social acceptance is almost 
non-existent, while the state has been neglecting them. 

“the access to a decent livelihood will definitely empower 
them,” said taimur Kamal from transaction, a rights group that 
provides legal and social support to the community.  (dpa)

Pakistan province fixes job quota for 
transgender people  

tel aviv: lebanon needs to restrain Hezbollah, the shiite 
group that holds extensive sway in Beirut, or face consequenc-
es, warned israel’s new caretaker prime minister Yair lapid on 
tuesday.

His comments came after israeli forces shot down several 
drones over the mediterranean that had been sent from leba-
non. “the government of lebanon needs to restrain Hezbollah 
in the face of such attacks or we will be compelled to do so” 
lapid said on tuesday before leaving for paris for a meet-
ing with french president emanuel macron. it is lapid’s first 
foreign trip since taking office. 

israeli media reported that the Hezbollah drones were tar-
geting israeli gas platforms. the shiite militia is closely linked 
to israel’s arch-enemy, iran. (dpa)

Israel warns Lebanon to rein in  
Hezbollah after drone incident

News 
in brief



Paris a village in southern 
France has banned resi-
dents from using tap water 
to clean their teeth, because 
drought provisions have may 
have made it unfit for human 
consumption.

The tap water must not 
be drunk or used to make 
infant formula or prepare 
raw foods, the community of 
Bargemon, behind the Côte 
d’azur, announced on its 
website.

instead, residents were 
told they can pick up bottles 
of water in the town hall.

The ban has been intro-
duced for hygiene reasons. 
Due to drought conditions, 
water currently is being deliv-
ered by tankers, which could 
affect its quality, the local 
authorities explained. (dpa)

French village 
bans use of tap 
water for cleaning 
teeth amid drought

LonDon The children’s com-
missioner has said she was 
“shocked” to hear “horren-
dous” examples of some of 
the sex education materials 
used in schools.

rachel de souza told 
the Commons Education 
Committee on Tuesday that 
she would be looking into 
the teaching of relationships 
and sex education (rsE), 
and that children wanted 
“thoughtful” and “age-appro-
priate” materials in school.

Tory MP Miriam Cates, 
who sits on the committee, 
said constituents had writ-
ten to her raising concerns 
over “a 9-year-old coming 
home, shaking, white as 
a sheet, because they’ve 
been taught in detail about 
rape.”  (dpa)

UK children’s 
commissioner 
shocked by sex 
edu materials

sTuTTgarT germany’s 
police union has said police 
are “fed up” of studies into 
racism in the force, in the 
latest salvo of a row over a 
university survey.

out of germany’s 16 
federal states, police in two 
states have refused to take 
part in the study: Baden-
Württemberg and Hamburg.

national Police union 
leader rainer Wendt said 
on Tuesday he completely 
understood the objections 
of the Baden-Württemberg 
force.

Members are not there 
to carry out the will of politi-
cians, he told dpa.

Besides, he said, there 
were grave doubts about 
the independence of the 
study by the Police univer-
sity in Münster. (dpa)

Row breaks out 
over police 
racism study in 
Germany

sT LEonHarD, italy search 
and rescue operations for 
people caught in a weekend 
glacier collapse in north-
ern italy will be limited to 
overflights by helicopters 
and drones due to lingering 
danger of falling ice and 
boulders, rescuers said on 
Tuesday.

The count two days after 
sunday’s accident stands 
at 13 missing, seven 
confirmed dead and eight 
injured after hikers were 
surprised by an avalanche 
that sent tons of debris 
down the the 3,343-metre 
high Marmolada mountain.

rescuers worry that it 
could take weeks or longer 
to dig out all the dead 
from beneath the ice and 
rubble that came down on 
sunday. They noted that the 
avalanche material that fell 
has rehardened, meaning 
special devices are needed 
to dig through it. (dpa)

Italian glacier 
rescue work 
limited to drones, 
helicopters

News 
in brief

dpa
CHiCago

A suspected shooter accused 
of killing at least six people 
and wounding two dozen 
more at a Chicago Independ-
ence Day parade on Monday 
was arrested after an hours-
long manhunt.

The arrest of 22-year-old 
Robert “Bobby” Crimo III 
came about eight hours after 
the mass shooting in the Chi-
cago suburb of Highland Park 
as the US celebrated the July 
4 holiday.

Late in the afternoon Mon-
day, Highland Park police 

Chief Lou Jogmen had identi-
fied Crimo as the person of in-
terest, saying he was believed 
to be driving a 2010 silver 
Honda Fit.

Crimo was spotted by 
North Chicago police near US 
Highway 41 and Buckley Road. 
An officer tried to stop Crimo, 
but he briefly fled before being 
stopped, Jogmen said.

More than 100 law en-
forcement agencies had helped 
throughout the day to search 
for the suspect after he opened 
fire from a rooftop along the 
parade route. The police drag-
net had started with a perim-
eter around the core of High-

land Park, gradually spreading 
to include police activity in 
nearby neighborhoods and fi-

nally other suburbs.
Crimo was described as a 

longtime resident of the sub-

urb who posted online vid-
eos under the moniker “The 
Awake Rapper.” An archive of 
17 YouTube videos apparently 
belonging to Crimo alternates 
between wholesome and fore-
boding.

In one video, a teen who 
looks like Crimo happily 
skateboards and roughhouses 
with his pals. Another cap-
tures what appears to be a 
police-escorted government 
motorcade leaving an airport 
before a man who appears to 
be Crimo swivels the camera 
to his tattooed face.

A black-and-white video, 
taken with a selfie stick, shows 

a glum figure that looks like 
Crimo walking through a 
neighborhood. In another, a 
newspaper with a Lee Harvey 
Oswald headline can be seen 
over his shoulder.

The most chilling video 
is the final one in the series, 
uploaded eight months ago, 
which features footage of a 
young man in a bedroom and a 
classroom along with cartoons 
of a gunman and people being 
shot.

Superimposed on the vid-
eo is a rotating image of inter-
locked triangles. “I need to just 
do it,” a voice-over says over 
instrumental music.

Chicago parade attack leaves 6 dead, suspect detained

dpa
gEnEva

UkRAINe and international 
partners agreed on Tuesday to 
seven principles for the recon-
struction of the war-torn coun-
try, wrapping up a two-day con-
ference in Lugano, Switzerland.

“This is the start of a long 
process,” Swiss President Ig-
nazio Cassis told the roughly 
1,000 conference participants.

The declaration provides a 
commitment to a democratic 
process involving all parts of 
society. Aims include trans-
forming Ukraine into a green 
society free of carbon dioxide, 
switching to a digital adminis-
tration and eliminating nepo-
tism and personal enrichment 
in reconstruction projects.

“The recovery process has 
to be transparent,” the declara-
tion says.

“The rule of law must be 
systematically strengthened 
and corruption eradicated.” 
Ukraine was recently ranked 
122 out of 180 countries in 
Transparency International’s 
corruption index.

On Monday, the Ukrainian 
government presented its first 
comprehensive reconstruction 
plan, with Prime Minister De-
nys Shmyhal putting the cost of 
rebuilding the country at $750 
billion.

“This is not a project for one 
year or two,” German Develop-
ment Minister Svenja Schulze 
told dpa. “We need the whole 
world in this,” she added, while 
noting that it also presented 
economic opportunities for an 
export-driven country like Ger-
many.

Following Britain next year, 
Germany will host the recon-
struction conference in 2024, 
Schulze announced on Tuesday.

The talks in Switzerland 
took place against the backdrop 
of renewed Russian efforts to 
seize full control of Ukraine’s 
eastern Donbass region, after 
its forces captured the key city 
of Lysychansk on Sunday.

With Luhansk now under 
Russian occupation, efforts now 
appear to be focusing on the 
neighbouring Donetsk province, 
where Ukraine’s army claimed 
on Monday to have repelled sev-
eral Russian advances.

The county’s military gen-
eral staff said Russian units 
north of Sloviansk had been 
pushed back. The power sta-
tion at Vuhlehirsk was also still 
being disputed, but a Russian 
attack south of there near No-
voluhanske was repelled.

Russian attacks on the bor-
der with the occupied Luhansk 
region near Bilohorivka and 
Verkhnyokamyanske were also 
unsuccessful, Ukraine’s mili-

tary said.
A little further south, how-

ever, Russian units at Spirne 
had advanced further towards 
the town of Siversk with mas-
sive artillery support and air 
force deployment.

In addition, the Ukrainian 
general staff reported intensive 
artillery fire along much of the 
front in the kharkiv, Donetsk, 
Zaporizhzhya, kherson and 
Mykolaiv regions. There were 
also several airstrikes, some in-
volving helicopters.

Across the border in Rus-
sia, the governors of Bryansk 
and kursk region once again 
accused Ukrainian forces of 
shelling their territory. No in-
juries were reported, however.

The Ukrainian side does 
not usually comment on these 
accusations.

A former pro-Russian sep-

aratist leader, Igor Girkin, criti-
cized the kremlin of being too 
hesitant in its warfare, warning 
of defeat in a post on his Tel-
egram channel.

He drew an unflattering 
comparison between Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
French emperor Napoleon Bon-
aparte, who had been forced to 
retreat following the conquest 
of Moscow after waiting in vain 
for Russia to capitulate.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s De-
fence Ministry banned men of 
conscription age from leaving 
their home town.

Men aged between 18 and 
60 now need permission from 
their local military enlistment 
office to leave the district where 
they are registered, with con-
trols taking place on district 
borders and city boundaries.

A Facebook post by the 
general staff drew hundreds of 
angry comments.

The Defence Ministry was 
accused of “idiocy,” while some 
said it would encourage cor-
ruption at military enlistment 
offices. Others feared more 
economic chaos because train, 
bus and lorry drivers would 
drop out of the workforce.

Many Ukrainians don’t live 
in their place of registration, or 
else fled to other parts of the 
country in the wake of Russia’s 
February 24 invasion.

Rescuers work in the wreckages of a destroyed school after being hit by a rocket in Kharkiv, on Monday. (aFP)

Ukraine conference 
lays out ‘transparent’ 
reconstruction principles

dpa
BrussELs 

SWeDeN and Finland took 
an important step towards 
NATO membership on Tues-
day, when the 30 allies signed 
accession protocols to invite 
both Nordic countries to join 
the alliance.

“This is truly a historic mo-
ment. For Finland, for Sweden, 
for NATO, and for our shared 
security,” NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg said 
at the signing ceremony.

“The membership of both 
Finland and Sweden will not 

only contribute to our security, 
but to the collective security of 
the alliance,” Finnish Foreign 
Minister Pekka Haavisto said.

“We are tremendously 
grateful for all the strong sup-
port that our accession has 
received,” added Swedish For-
eign Minister Ann Linde.

Once ratified, the accession 
protocols will allow Stolten-
berg to formally invite both 
Nordic countries to join NATO.

However, it could take an-
other six to eight months for 
all 30 NATO members to com-
plete the ratification process. 
The procedure differs from 

country to country but usu-
ally requires parliamentary ap-
proval.

During this interim period, 
there are concerns about Swe-
den and Finland’s exposure to 
Russian aggression. The Unit-
ed States and Poland, among 
others, have pledged support 
in the event of an attack, while 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has signed security 
pacts with both countries.

From now on, Sweden and 
Finland can attend all meet-
ings of the alliance members’ 
ambassadors.

Both countries have co-

operated closely with NATO 
for years in security exercises. 
However, they had attempted 
for years to balance relations 
with Russia.

Finland shares a long bor-
der with Russia and the two 
Nordic countries have a tense 
history of wars and occupation 
with their large eastern neigh-
bour.

Shaken by the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, Sweden and 
Finland applied to join NATO 
on May 18.

For weeks, Turkey blocked 
progress over concerns linked 
to terrorism.

Sweden and Finland take key step towards NATO membership

Britain’s health 
and finance  
ministers quit in 
blow to Johnson

dpa 
LonDon 

RISHI Sunak has quit as Brit-
ain’s chancellor of the excheq-
uer, or finance minister, and 
Sajid Javid has resigned as 
health secretary as Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson’s leader-
ship faced a fresh crisis.

Sunak said “the public 
rightly expect government to 
be conducted properly, com-
petently and seriously.” “I be-
lieve these standards are worth 
fighting for and that is why I 
am resigning,” Sunak added.

In an incendiary letter, 
Javid said the British people 
“expect integrity from their 
government” but voters now 
believed Johnson’s adminis-
tration was neither competent 
nor “acting in the national in-
terest.” The resignations came 
as Johnson was forced into a 
humiliating apology over his 
handling of the Chris Pincher 
row after it emerged he had 
forgotten about being told of 
previous allegations of “inap-
propriate” conduct.

Pincher quit as deputy 
chief whip last week following 
claims that he groped two men 
at a private members’ club, but 
Johnson was told about allega-
tions against him as far back as 
2019.

The prime minister ac-
knowledged he should have 
sacked Pincher when he was 
told about the claims against 
him when he was a Foreign 
Office minister in 2019, but 
instead Johnson went on to ap-
point him to other government 
roles.

Asked if that was an error, 
Johnson said: “I think it was a 
mistake and I apologize for it. 
In hindsight it was the wrong 
thing to do.

“I apologize to everybody 

who has been badly affected 
by it. I want to make absolutely 
clear that there’s no place in 
this government for anybody 
who is predatory or who abuses 
their position of power.” 

The prime minister’s au-
thority had already been dam-
aged by a confidence vote 
which saw 41% of his MPs vote 
against him.

The loss of two crunch 
by-elections in Tiverton and 
Honiton, and Wakefield, in 
June triggered the resignation 
of party chairman Oliver Dow-
den.

But the resignations of 
Javid - a former leadership 
contender - and Sunak, viewed 
as a potential successor to the 
prime minister, mean John-
son’s position is now perilous.

Sunak, who had been due to 
make a joint economic speech 
with Johnson next week, said, 
“It has become clear to me that 
our approaches are fundamen-
tally too different”.

“I firmly believe the public 
are ready to hear that truth,” he 
said.

“Our people know that if 
something is too good to be 
true then it’s not true. They 
need to know that whilst there 
is a path to a better future, it is 
not an easy one.” The Cabinet 
revolt came as Johnson battled 
to contain the row over his han-
dling of the fallout from Pinch-
er’s Carlton Club incident.

MPs were told that John-
son had initially not recalled 
being told about the earlier 
2019 allegations.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Dominic Raab, the then foreign 
secretary, gave Pincher a dress-
ing down over his “inappropri-
ate” conduct “in no uncertain 
terms” at the time and the 
Cabinet Office’s propriety and 
ethics team was also involved.

World

Law enforcement escorts a family away from the scene of a shooting 
at a Fourth of July parade in Highland Park, Illinois on Monday. (aFP)

Britain’s Health Secretary Sajid Javid (left),  Britain’s Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson (centre) and Britain’s Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi 
Sunak (third right) in London on Tuesday. (aFP)
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Key goals
aims of the conference 
include transforming 
ukraine into a green 
society free of carbon 
dioxide, switching to a 
digital administration and 
eliminating nepotism and 
personal enrichment in 
reconstruction projects

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (centre) with Finnish Foreign 
Minister Pekka Haavisto (left) and Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Anne Linde in Brussels on Tuesday. (aFP)



Shell joins NFE expansion project as 
QatarEnergy wraps up partner selection

Shell is the fifth foreign company to join the LNG expansion project; its JV with QatarEnergy will own 25 percent of the entire NFE project 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARENERGY announced 
the selection of Shell plc as 
partner in the North Field 
East (NFE) expansion pro-
ject, the single largest project 
in the history of the LNG in-
dustry.

The partnership agree-
ment was signed on Tuesday 
in a ceremony at QatarEner-
gy’s headquarters in Doha, by 
Minister of State for Energy 
Affairs and President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi and Shell 
CEO Ben van Beurden, in the 
presence of senior executives 
of both the companies.

Pursuant to the agree-
ment, QatarEnergy and Shell 
will become partners in a 
new joint venture company 
(JV), in which QatarEnergy 
will hold a 75 percent inter-
est while Shell will hold the 
remaining 25 percent inter-
est. In turn, the JV will own 
25 percent of the entire NFE 
project, which includes four 
mega LNG trains with a com-
bined nameplate LNG capac-
ity of 32 million tonnes per 
annum (MTPA).

Kaabi said: “We are very 
pleased to have Shell join us as 
a partner in this mega project, 
to which we have committed 
ourselves. We have lived up 
to that commitment, as well 
as to our global reputation 
as a reliable and trustworthy 
energy provider. Today’s an-
nouncement marks the suc-
cessful conclusion of the se-
lection of our international 
energy company partners in 
the North Field East project, 

through which QatarEnergy 
and its partners reaffirm their 
commitment to the energy 
transition and to the safe and 
reliable supply of cleaner en-
ergy to the world.

“We value our long and 
fruitful relations and strategic 
partnership with Shell, not 
just within the State of Qatar, 
but in many other locations 
around the world. And, as one 
of the largest players in the 
LNG business, they have a lot 
to bring to help meet global 
energy demand and security.”

The minister thanked the 
working teams from Qatar-
Energy and Shell, as well as 
the management and working 

teams of Qatargas
“We are always indebted 

to the wise leadership of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
and to His continued guid-
ance and support of the en-
ergy sector.”

On his part, Ben van Beur-
den said, “I am honoured that 
Shell has been selected by 
QatarEnergy as a partner in 
the NFE project. Through its 
pioneering integration with 
carbon capture and storage, 
this landmark project will 
help provide LNG the world 
urgently needs at a lower 
carbon footprint. This agree-
ment deepens our strategic 

partnership with QatarEn-
ergy which includes multiple 
international partnerships 
such as the world-class Pearl 
GTL asset.”

“We are committed to 
maximize the value of the 
LNG expansion for the State 
of Qatar and continue to be 
a trusted, reliable and long-
term partner in Qatar’s con-
tinued progress,” Beurden 
concluded.

This agreement is the fifth 
and last in a series of partner-
ship announcements in the 
$28.75 billion NFE project, 
which will raise Qatar’s LNG 
export capacity from the cur-
rent 77 MTPA to 110 MTPA.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi shakes hands with Shell CEO Ben 
van Beurden after signing the partnership agreement, in Doha on Tuesday

Qatar economy grows 2.5% in Q1 2022
QNA
DOHA

THE Qatari economy achieved 
a real economic growth rate, at 
constant prices, of 2.5 percent 
in the first quarter of 2022 on 
an annual basis, according to 
the preliminary estimates of 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) issued by the Planning 
and Statistics Authority (PSA).

The quarterly GDP at con-
stant prices (2018=100) shows 
an increase of 2.5 percent in 
Q1 of 2022 (QR 166.26 billion) 
compared to the estimate of Q1 
of 2021 (QR 162.15 billion).

The same figures showed 
that in Q4 of 2021 a decrease 
of 0.3 percent occurred, mak-
ing the GDP reach QR166.68 
billion.

The quarterly GDP at cur-
rent prices in Q1 of 2022 is 
estimated at QR197.74 billion. 
This represents an increase of 
33.4 percent compared to the 
estimate of Q1 of 2021 placed at 
QR148.28 billion. When com-
pared to previous quarter (Q4) 
of 2021 revised estimate of 
QR174.65 billion, an increase 
of 13.2 percent is recorded.

On the one hand, the nomi-
nal gross value added (GVA) 
estimate of mining and quar-
rying activities is estimated at 
QR84.25 billion in Q1 2022, 
which shows an increase of 
62.6 percent over the estimate 
of Q1 2021 placed at QR51.81 
billion. 

Compared to the previous 
quarter Q4 2021 revised es-
timate (QR 63.64 billion), an 
increase of 32.4 percent in the 
GVA of this sector is recorded.

Whereas, the real GVA of 
these activities is estimated at 
QR 61.80 billion in Q1 2022, 
which shows a decrease of 1.7 
percent compared to the es-
timate of Q1 2021 (QR 62.87 
billion). Compared to Q4 2021 
revised estimate (QR 61.25 bil-

lion), an increase of 0.9 percent 
in the real GVA of this sector is 
also recorded.

On the other hand, the 
nominal GVA of Non-Mining 
and Quarrying activities is es-
timated at QR 113.48 billion in 
Q1 2022, which shows an in-
crease of 17.6 percent over the 
estimate of Q1 2021 (QR 96.47 
billion). Compared to the pre-
vious quarter Q4 2021 revised 
estimate (QR 111.01 billion), 

an increase of 2.2 percent is 
recorded.

Whereas, the real GVA 
of Non-Mining and Quarry-
ing activities is estimated at 
QR 104.46 billion in Q1 2022, 
which shows an increase of 
5.2 percent over the estimate 
of the Q1 2021 (QR 99.29 bil-
lion). When compared to the 
Q4 2021 revised estimate (QR 
105.43 billion), a decrease of 
0.9 percent is also recorded.

Kahramaa sells plot in Lusail City for QR175 mn
QNA
DOHA

QATAR General Electric-
ity and Water Corpora-
tion (Kahramaa) has sold a 
25,120-square-metre plot it 
owned in Lusail City to Re-
gency Real Estate for QR175 
million.

According to a statement 
issued by the company, the 
plot was owned by the com-
pany in Lusail, and Regency 
Real Estate was currently im-
plementing some procedures 
with Diar Real Estate Com-
pany.

According to a statement 
issued by the company, the 

plot of land with an area of 
25,120 square metres is owned 
by the company in Lusail, and 
Regency Real Estate is cur-
rently implementing some 
procedures with Diar Real Es-
tate Company.

Kahramaa, which has a 
capital of QR1.1 billion, was 
established in 1990.

MoCI asst undersecy meets with Vietnam deputy FM

SALEH bin Majed Al Khulaifi, Assistant Under-
secretary for Commerce Affairs at the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry, met with Pham 
Quang Hieu, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Vietnam, in Doha on Tuesday. 

The two sides discussed issues of com-
mon interest aimed at strengthening coopera-
tion between the two countries in the sectors 

of trade, investment and industry. 
During the meeting, Khulaifi highlighted the 

successful economic policies Qatar has put in 
place to support the private sector, and pointed 
out the incentives, legislation, and promising 
opportunities that are aimed at encouraging 
investors, businessmen, and business owners 
to invest in Qatar.

Saleh bin Majed Al Khulaifi, Assistant Undersecretary for Commerce Affairs at the Ministry of  
Commerce and Industry, with Pham Quang Hieu, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam.
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Agencies

StockS fell broadly in after-
noon trading on Wall Street 
tuesday, extending a slump 
for the major indexes as inves-
tors continue to worry about 
the state of the economy.

the S&P 500 fell 1.5% as 
of 12:01 p.m. Eastern. More 
than 85% of stocks in the 
benchmark index fell in the 
weak opening following a long 
weekend for the Independ-
ence Day holiday. the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell 
562 points, or 1.8%, to 30,532 
and the Nasdaq fell 0.3%.

Small-company stocks 
also fell. the Russell 2000 
shed 1.2%.

Energy companies had 
some of the biggest losses as 
U.S. oil prices fell 8.1%. Exxon 

Mobil shed 4%.
Banks also fell significant-

ly, along with bond yields. the 
yield on the 10-year treas-
ury, which helps set mort-
gage rates, fell to 2.79% from 
2.90% late Friday. JPMorgan 
chase fell 2.3%.

European markets were 
also lower.

Stocks remain in a slump 
that pulled the S&P 500 into 
a bear market last month, 
meaning an extended decline 
of 20% or more from a recent 
peak. the market’s perfor-
mance in the first half of 2022 
was the worst since the first 
six months of 1970.

Inflation has been squeez-
ing businesses and consum-
ers throughout the year, but 
tightened its grip after Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine in Feb-

ruary. the invasion sent oil 
prices higher globally and sent 
gasoline prices in the U.S. to 
record highs. that prompted 
a pullback in spending from 
consumers struggling with 
higher prices on everything 
from food to clothing.

Lockdowns in china from 
rising coVID-19 cases have 
also made supply chain prob-
lems worse.

central banks have been 
raising interest rates in an at-
tempt to temper inflation. the 
Federal Reserve has been ag-
gressive in its shift from his-
torically low interest rates at 
the height of the pandemic to 
unusually big rate increases. 
But, that has raised concerns 
that the central bank could 
go too far in raising rates and 
hitting the brakes too hard on 

economic growth, which could 
bring on a recession.

Wall Street has been 
closely watching the latest 
economic updates for more 
clues on how inflation is im-
pacting the economy and 
whether that could shift the 
Fed’s position on rate hikes. 
Wall Street will get a closer 
look at the employment mar-
ket on Friday when the the 
government releases employ-
ment data for June.

Investors are also look-
ing ahead to the next round 
of corporate earnings for a 
clearer picture of inflation’s 
impact. Several big compa-
nies recently warned that 
their financial results are be-
ing squeezed by inflation, in-
cluding spice and seasonings 
maker Mccormick.

US stocks, oil prices fall 
as markets extend slump

People walk past the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday, June 29, 2022 in New York. Stocks are opening lower across the board on Wall 
Street, Tuesday, July 5, and crude oil prices are dropping again. Treasury yields also fell as traders continued to worry about the state of the 
economy.

 Energy companies had some of the biggest losses as U.S. oil prices fell 8.1%

ICC Qatar and Moody’s Analytics organise  
seminar on Fighting Financial Crimes with AI

QnA
Doha

thE International chamber 
of commerce - Qatar (Icc 
Qatar), in collaboration with 
Moody’s Analytics, organized 
a seminar on “Fighting Finan-
cial crimes with Artificial In-
telligence”.

the seminar discussed 
the current supply chain chal-
lenges businesses are facing to 
keep up with globalization and 
the global impact that envi-
ronmental, social and govern-
ance (ESG) considerations are 
having on businesses.

Icc Qatar in statement 
said, “there is growing inter-
est in regulating ESG products 
and services around the world 
and there are huge strides 
taking place in the industry. 
Additionally, international or-
ganizations are also partaking 
in the movement, which partly 
addresses the climate crisis, 
by issuing recommendations 
to guide the development of 
ESG-related regulations.” 

According to Morgan 
Stanley capital International 
(MScI), it added that govern-
ment agencies account for 
90% of the new ESG-related 
regulations in 2019. In 2020, 
Qatar alone has promulgated 
two regulations that fall under 
the umbrella of ESG; Law No. 
18 of 2020 amending certain 
provisions of the Labor Law, 
and Law No. 17 of 2020 deter-
mining the National Minimum 
Wage for Workers and Do-
mestic Workers, which came 
into effect in March 2021.

“According to Moody’s 
ESG Solutions, the average cli-
mate disclosure rate globally 
has risen from 16% in 2020 

to 22% in 2021, indicating in-
creased participation in ESG 
reporting, further highlighting 
its relevance. ESG is not only 
important as a form of risk 
assessment, but is becoming 
increasingly intertwined with 
capital allocation,” Icc Qatar 

highlighted.
territory and Business De-

velopment Director Govern-
ance, Risk & compliance at 
Moody’s Analytics, and speak-
er at the seminar Mohamed 
Daoud said: “Digitalization 
of the customer and supplier 

onboarding process is acceler-
ating across the Middle East. 
Financial and corporate insti-
tutions are embracing know 
Your customer (kYc) pro-
cesses and screening solutions 
that support effective due dili-
gence.”

Field trip to Commercial Bank gives 
QU students first-hand insights 
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

coMMERcIAL Bank has 
hosted eight Qatari students 
from Qatar University as part 
of a summer internship pro-
gramme being organised in 
cooperation with DotSpace 
agency.

the students enrolled in 
QU’s college of Business and 
Economics and specialising in 
marketing enjoyed a field trip 
to cB Plaza premises, where 
they had the chance to experi-
ence a day with the Marketing 
and communications team 
members. they were able to 
see how the work flows be-
tween the Marketing Depart-
ment and other business units 
at the Bank as well as the re-
lationship and collaboration 
between the bank and its cor-

responding agency to support 
in the preparation process of 
a marketing campaign along 
with all communications han-
dled internally and externally.

hussain Ali Al Abdulla, 
Executive General Manager, 
chief Marketing officer and 
head of cB Premium Bank-
ing at commercial Bank, said, 
“At commercial Bank, part of 
our strategy is to provide our 
clients with the best products 
and services, however corpo-
rate Social Responsibility re-
mains yet another integral part 
of the Bank’s corporate strat-
egy.  the students’ visit to the 
Bank is part of engaging them 
in the workplace environment 
and giving them an insight of 
what happens during an actual 
working day and how they can 
transition from theoretical to 
professional practice.”  

the visit is part of com-
mercial Bank’s strategy to 
support and develop national 
talents and to help those stu-
dents in their personal devel-
opment and transition to the 
workplace by equipping them 
with the skills, competencies 
and mind-set needed to be 
successful in their careers.

Since its inception over 
forty-seven years ago, com-
mercial Bank has been com-
mitted to supporting Qatar’s 
national development by giv-
ing back to the wider com-
munity through a compre-
hensive range of meaningful 
corporate Social Responsibil-
ity programs formulated and 
implemented by the Bank’s 
Marketing Department and 
the Bank will continue imple-
menting the same process in 
the future.

Qontrac bags 3 ISO certifications 
from Lloyd’s Register, Qatar

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

GULF Warehousing com-
pany (GWc) on tuesday an-
nounced that its subsidiary 
Qontrac Shipping Services 
was awarded with three ISo 
certifications by Lloyd’s Reg-
ister, Qatar.

the company said 
the certifications — ISo 
9001:2015, ISo 14001:2015 
and ISo 45001:2018 — attest 
to the fact that its products 
and services are consistently 
of high-quality and meet the 
requirements of their clients 
in the shipping and logistics 
sector.

these ISo certifications 
are also an assurance that 
the company has robust, 
clearly defined procedures 
in place in all business areas 
such as quality management 
system, documentation and 
data as well as strong busi-
ness continuity processes.

to achieve this certifi-
cation, the company com-
pleted a thorough analysis 
of its business processes 
and underwent a rigorous 
evaluation process which 
included quality manage-
ment system development, 
documentation reviews, and 
several audits amongst other 
parameters.   

Its decision to pursue the 
accreditation, demonstrates 
the company’s commitment 
to providing high quality and 
consistent services to its cus-

tomers.
“Qontrac team worked 

tirelessly to achieve this rec-
ognition and did so while 
maintaining customer focus 
and on-time deliveries. It is 
this dedicated team effort 
and hard work from the be-
ginning to the end which has 
helped us reach this goal,’’ 
said Muralikanth, General 
Manager, Qontrac Shipping 
Services.

the company is delight-
ed to have been awarded 
ISo 9001:2015 certification, 
an internationally recog-
nized standard that ensures 
their products and services 
meet the needs of customers 
through an effective quality 
management system. this 
certification reaffirms the 
company’s ability to con-
sistently provide quality 
products and services that 
meet customer’s satisfaction 
as well as applicable statu-
tory and regulatory require-
ments.

ISo 14001:2015 certifica-
tion is an acknowledgement 
of its commitment to con-
tinually evolve its environ-
mental management system, 
while ISo 45001:2018 looks 
at occupational & health 
safety measures.

the ISo 14000 Environ-
mental Management stand-
ard requires companies to 
actively manage their envi-
ronmental responsibilities. 
By identifying any opportu-
nities and risks, companies 

must endeavour to improve 
their resource efficiency, 
reduce waste and closely 
measure and manage the 
overall environmental im-
pact of company decisions.

ISo 45001:2018 is a glob-
ally recognized occupational 
health and safety standard to 
help organizations improve 
employee safety, reduce 
workplace risks and create 
safer working conditions. 
Achieving ISo 45001:2018 
certification demonstrates 
Qontrac’s commitment to its 
employees, community and 
customers, and to continu-
ally improve and evaluate its 
work environment.

ISo is one of the most 
rigorous and well-regarded 
standards in the world and 
receiving this accreditation 
demonstrates Qontrac’s 
relentless commitment  
on creating cutting-edge 
industry-leading services, 
measured against global 
benchmarks of industry ex-
cellence, while at the same 
time it gives us the assur-
ance that environmental im-
pact is  being measured and 
improved.

Qontrac has been ex-
tremely diligent in comply-
ing with policies and stand-
ards, keeping quality at the 
forefront of their operations 
resulting in success which 
highlights that the company 
is truly dedicated to best 
practices, high quality and 
continuous improvement.
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 Qatar Central Bank (QCB) 
issued on tuesday treasury 
bills for July, for three, six and 
nine months, with a value of 
Qr 600 million.

In a statement on its web-
site, QCB said that the treas-
ury bills were distributed as 
follows: Qr 300 million for 
three months at an interest 

rate of 0.75 percent, Qr 200 
million for six months at an 
interest rate of 2.02 percent, 
and Qr 100 million for nine 
months at an interest rate of 
2.29 percent.

this issuance comes with-
in the framework of QCB’s 
endeavor to develop the mon-
etary policy in the State of Qa-
tar, increase its effectiveness, 
contribute to the strength of 
the banking and financial sys-

tem, activate the open market 
tools as one of the monetary 
policy tools, and implement 
the coordination mechanism 
between fiscal and monetary 
policies. the issuance is also 
part of a series of issues ex-
ecuted by QCB on behalf of 
the Government of the State of 
Qatar, according to the sched-
ule previously prepared by 
QCB, and in coordination with 
the Ministry of Finance.

QCB issues T-bills worth QR600 mn for July

AgeNcies

EU lawmakers gave the thumbs 
up on tuesday to landmark 
rules to rein in tech giants such 
as alphabet unit Google, ama-
zon, apple, Facebook and Mi-
crosoft, but enforcement could 
be hampered by regulators’ 
limited resources.

In addition to the rules 
known as the Digital Markets 
act (DMa), lawmakers also 
approved the Digital Services 
act (DSa), which requires on-
line platforms to do more to 
police the internet for illegal 
content.

Companies face fines of up 
to 10% of annual global turno-
ver for DMa violations and 6% 
for DSa breaches. Lawmak-
ers and EU states had reached 
a political deal on both rule 
books earlier this year, leaving 
some details to be ironed out. 
read more

the European Commission 
has set up a taskforce, with 
about 80 officials expected 
to join up, which critics say is 
inadequate. Last month it put 
out a 12 million euro ($12.3 
million) tender for experts 
to help in investigations and 
compliance enforcement over 
a four-year period.

EU industry chief thierry 
Breton sought to address en-
forcement concerns, saying 
various teams would focus on 
different issues such as risk as-
sessments, interoperability of 
messenger services and data 
access during implementation 
of the rules.

regulators will also set 
up a European Centre for al-
gorithmic transparency to 

attract data science and algo-
rithm scientists to help with 
enforcement.

“We have started to gear 
the internal organisation to 
this new role, including by 
shifting existing resources, 
and we also expect to ramp up 
recruitment next year and in 
2024 to staff the dedicated DG 
CONNECt team with over 100 
full time staff,” Breton said in a 
blogpost.

Lawmaker andreas 
Schwab, who steered the issue 
through the European Parlia-
ment, has called for a bigger 
taskforce to counter Big tech’s 
deep pockets and array of law-
yers.

European Consumer Or-

ganisation (BEUC) echoed the 
same worries.

“We raised the alarm last 
week with other civil society 
groups that if the Commis-
sion does not hire the experts 
it needs to monitor Big tech’s 
practices in the market, the 
legislation could be ham-
strung by ineffective enforce-
ment,” BEUC Deputy Director 
General Ursula Pachl said in a 
statement.

the DMa is set to force 
changes in companies’ busi-
nesses, requiring them to 
make their messaging services 
interoperable and provide 
business users access to their 
data.

Business users would 

be able to promote compet-
ing products and services 
on a platform and reach 
deals with customers off the  
platforms.

Companies will not be al-
low to favour their own servic-
es over rivals’ or prevent users 
from removing pre-installed 
software or apps, two rules 
that will hit Google and apple 
hard.

the DSa bans targeted ad-
vertising aimed at children or 
based on sensitive data such as 
religion, gender, race and po-
litical opinions. Dark patterns, 
which are tactics that mislead 
people into giving personal 
data to companies online, will 
also be prohibited.

EU lawmakers pass 
landmark tech rules; 
enforcement a worry
 Companies face fines of up to 10% of annual global turnover for violations

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

thE US-Qatar Business Coun-
cil (USQBC) hosted a business 
lunch on the sidelines of the 
SelectUSa Investment Sum-
mit 2022 on June 29, 2022. 
the event featured Fahad ali 
al-Kuwari, the Senior Manag-
er of Investor relations at the 
Investment Promotion agency 
of Qatar (IPa Qatar).

the business lunch was 
moderated by Mohammed 
Barakat, Managing Director 
and treasurer of the Board 
of Directors of USQBC, and 
was attended by Scott taylor, 
President of USQBC; Fahad 
al-Dosari, Qatar’s Commer-
cial attaché to the United 
States; USQBC members and 
partners; government repre-
sentatives from both the US 
and Qatar; and the wider busi-
ness community.

Fahad ali al-Kuwari, Sen-
ior Manager of Investor rela-
tions, Investment Promotion 
agency of Qatar (IPa Qatar), 
Nasser ali al-Kaabi; Inves-
tor relations Officer, IPa Qa-
tar; Fahad al-Dosari, Qatar’s 
Commercial attaché to the 

United States; Scott taylor, 
President, USQBC, and Mo-
hammed Barakat, Managing 
Director and treasurer of the 
Board of Directors, USQBC, 
attended the event.

“american investors will 
find Qatar to be a very attrac-
tive market,” said Fahad ali 
al-Kuwari, the Senior Man-
ager of Investor relations at 
the Investment Promotion 
agency of Qatar (IPa Qatar). 
“Not only does the country of-
fer a wealth of incentives for 
investment, but it’s also one of 
the best places in the world to 
find workforce talent. In fact, 
in 2021 the World Economic 
Forum ranked Qatar 3rd glob-
ally in ease of finding skilled 
employees.”

“Qatar has put tremen-
dous emphasis on develop-
ing a sustainable investment 
ecosystem,” said Nasser ali 
al-Kaabi, Investor relations 
Officer at the Investment Pro-
motion agency of Qatar (IPa 
Qatar). “the country has put a 
large emphasis on developing 
top notch infrastructure and 
incentives to ensure foreign 
investors have what they need 
to take advantage of the strong 

domestic market and wider re-
gion as well.”

“the State of Qatar repre-
sents one of the world’s most 
attractive investment destina-
tions,” said Fahad al-Dosari, 
Qatar’s Commercial attaché 
to the United States. “ameri-
can companies are global 
leaders in a wide variety of 
fields including technology, 

smart cities, sports, media & 
entertainment, among many 
others, and we look forward 
to future discussions on how 
to expand their exports to Qa-
tar or establish themselves in 
Qatar as gateway to the wider 
region.”

“Qatar’s investment eco-
system continues to get even 
more attractive for american 

companies,” said Scott tay-
lor, President of USQBC. “the 
country’s many pro-business 
reforms, incentives, and in-
frastructure has created a 
remarkable environment for 
US companies to establish 
themselves in the country to 
not only to tap the domestic 
market, but to access the en-
tire region as well.” 

“the United States and 
Qatar already share a thriving 
commercial and investment 
partnership,” said Moham-
med Barakat, the Managing 
Director and treasurer of the 
Board of Directors at the US-
Qatar Business Council. “this 
visit underscores the impor-
tance of building upon this 
success and forging new busi-
ness & investment ties across 
a wide variety of industries.”

Invest Qatar is the nation-
al brand that showcases Qatar 
as an exceptional investment 
destination, connecting inter-
national investors to lucrative 
business opportunities that 
support their long-term suc-
cess, while bringing progress 
to the country’s economic de-
velopment and diversification 
goals across sectors and geog-
raphies.

Just recently on the side-
lines of the Qatar Economic 
Forum 2022, the Investment 
Promotion agency Qatar (IPa 
Qatar) signed two Memo-
randums of Understanding 
(MoUs) with Green Boom, 
a US-based manufacturer of 
bio-degradable absorbents, 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

the MOUs will enable these 
leading international compa-
nies to deepen their presence 
in Qatar and create over 200 
new jobs and attract several 
significant investment, devel-
opment, and training oppor-
tunities.

the bilateral business ties 
between the United States and 
Qatar continue to solidify with 
the total economic relation-
ship between them exceeding 
$200 billion as of 2019. the 
US is Qatar’s largest foreign 
direct investor with a total of 
$110.6 billion in FDI and is 
the largest single source of ex-
ports to Qatar at $6.5 billion 
in goods in 2019. In the past 
five years, Qatar has imported 
over $23 billion from the US, 
and over 850 US companies 
now operate in Qatar.

Qatar is also an increas-
ingly large investor in the 
United States having pledged 
over $45 billion in investment 
over the coming years with 
key investments already hav-
ing been made across multi-
ple sectors including oil and 
gas, financial technology, real 
estate, food production, and 
hospitality, among others.

USQBC hosts business lunch featuring representatives from IPA Qatar

By Laurent Furedi, Country  
Manager, ENGIE Qatar

a key player in the global energy mar-
ket, Qatar is now set to play a signifi-
cant role in the rapidly advancing 

green hydrogen revolution.
Green hydrogen, which featured in sev-

eral emission reduction pledges announced 
at the UN Climate Conference - COP26, last 
year in Glasgow, is a renewable energy that 
can be produced with minimal environmen-
tal impact. It is produced by splitting water 
by electrolysis, generating only hydrogen 
and oxygen. as this process is energy-inten-
sive, there is a strong focus on leveraging 
renewable sources to keep it carbon-free. 

When powered by renewable energy 
sources such as wind and solar, hydrogen 
is widely regarded as the most effective fuel 
for the future and a critical enabler of the 
global transition to sustainable energy and 
net-zero emissions economies. It is expected 
to play a key role in improving the qual-
ity of life by reducing air pollution in cities 
and bringing clean, non-polluting energy 
to different industries. these include the 
chemical industry and heavy-duty mobility 
sectors that have so far proved difficult to 
decarbonize.

With a recent report estimating that 
the green hydrogen sector will grow 55.2% 
annually by 2028, coupled with the strong 
global momentum for greener energy op-
tions, Qatar’s expertise in the oil and gas 
sector, as well as its leading role in the 
energy market, place it in a strong position 
to leverage and benefit from this growth.

Green hydrogen will benefit Qatar in two 
ways: forging a new sustainable business 
model that supports its economic diversifi-
cation goals while staying true to its global 
commitments to slash carbon emissions. 
these include a pledge to reduce green-
house gas emissions by 25 percent by 2030 
as part of its new National Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy. this pledge builds 

on Qatar’s earlier commitments to greener 
energy, including introducing a new Min-
istry of Environment and Climate Change 
in late 2021 and the inclusion of climate 
change in the Qatar National Vision 2030.

Qatar, conscious of its position as one 
of the world’s biggest producers of LNG, 
also highlighted its commitment to greener 
energy with a strong presence at COP26.

the country’s first large-scale solar 
power plant was announced in January 
2020 to deliver sustainable, affordable do-
mestic clean energy. Qatar’s government is 
also driving long-term research into envi-
ronmental energy solutions, from reducing 
methane to integrating carbon capture and 
storage technologies across operations. 

a confluence of other factors set against 
Qatar’s ongoing commitment to green 
energy also makes it the right time for the 
country to position itself as a trailblazer in 
the green hydrogen sector. the rising cost of 
fuel coupled with increased production costs 
has left countries frantically considering 
alternatives, while renewables are becom-
ing cheaper to produce as the cost of raw 
materials plummets. Qatar will also benefit 
from growth in adjacent industries such 
as fertilizer and chemical production. the 
country is one of the world’s largest produc-
ers of ammonia and urea and a leader in the 
petrochemical industry.  

however, continuing the journey to 
transform Qatar’s energy sector will require 
ongoing collaboration between the private 
and public sectors. therefore, partnerships 
with global leaders in hydrogen energy 
solutions such as ENGIE will be crucial for 
Qatar to emerge as a major green hydrogen 
energy market player. 

ENGIE brings extensive global capa-
bilities in green hydrogen. In the region, 
ENGIE recently announced joint plans with 
renewable energy firm Masdar to explore a 
UaE-based green hydrogen hub. the two 
companies are looking to develop projects 
with a capacity of at least 2 gigawatts (GW) 
by 2030, with a total investment in the 
region of US$5 billion. 

the road ahead is not easy. Getting 
to global net-zero emissions by 2050 will 
require about 306 million tonnes of green 
hydrogen derived from renewable energy 
each year, according to an International 
Energy agency (IEa) report.

that said, decarbonizing the world must 
remain a global priority. Qatar, which has 
played a significant role in international wa-
tershed events, can now help address one of 
its most critical challenges, climate change.

Qatar set to become a major 
player in the emerging green 

hydrogen revolution

OpiniOn

IEA: High prices, uncertainty to slow gas demand growth
AgeNcies

thE International Energy 
agency says high prices for 
natural gas and supply fears 
due to the war in Ukraine will 
slow the growth in demand 
for the fossil fuel in the com-
ing years.

In a report published 
tuesday, the Paris-based 
agency forecast global de-
mand for natural gas will 
rise by 140 billion cubic me-
ters between 2021 and 2025. 
that’s less than half the in-
crease of 370 bcm seen in 
the previous five-year period, 

which included the pandemic 
downturn.

the revised forecast is 
mostly due to expectations of 
slower economic growth rath-
er than buyers switching from 
gas to coal, oil or renewable 
energy. While the burning of 
gas emits less planet-warm-
ing carbon dioxide than other 
fossil fuels, methane released 
during the extraction process 
is a significant driver of cli-
mate change.

“russia’s unprovoked 
war in Ukraine is seriously 
disrupting gas markets that 
were already showing signs of 

tightness,” said Keisuke Sada-
mori, the agency’s director of 
energy markets and security.

Efforts by European Un-
ion countries to wean them-
selves off russian gas will 
lead to a fall in pipeline ex-
ports from russia to the 
27-nation bloc of 55-75%, the 
IEa said. at the same time 
the EU’s purchases of lique-
fied natural gas have diverted 
deliveries intended for other 
regions, such as asia, which is 
predicted to account for half 
the demand growth by 2025.

“We are now seeing inevi-
table price spikes as countries 

around the world compete 
for LNG shipments, but the 
most sustainable response to 
today’s global energy crisis is 
stronger efforts and policies 
to use energy more efficiently 
and to accelerate clean energy 
transitions,” said Sadamori.

the agency’s quarterly 
report said capacity is partly 
constrained by a slump in gas 
infrastructure investments 
in the mid-2010s and pan-
demic-related construction  
delays. recent new invest-
ments are not likely to affect 
gas supplies until after 2025, 
it said.
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AGENCIES
PARIS

CHRISTOPHE Galtier has 
been confirmed as the new 
Paris Saint-Germain head 
coach on Tuesday after Mauri-
cio Pochettino left the Ligue 1 
champions.

PSG won the league by 
a margin of 15 points in the 
2021-22 season, but Pochet-
tino departed on Tuesday fol-
lowing his failure to deliver 
their first Champions League 
title.

Galtier, 55, is the man who 
has been trusted to take over 
at PSG, strongly supported 
by new sporting director Luis 
Campos.

Campos and Galtier have 
worked together previously 
when they combined at Lille 
to create the team that pipped 
PSG to the Ligue 1 title by a 
point in 2020-21.

Galtier left Lille days after 
they won that championship, 
joining Nice.

But he spent only a single 
season on the French Riviera - 
finishing fifth and reaching the 
Coupe de France final – before 
leaving late last month, with 
Nice bringing back Lucien 
Favre as his replacement.

That move came as specu-
lation persisted around Galti-
er’s move to PSG, with Pochet-
tino’s exit anticipated since 
the end of last season.

Pochettino’s departure 
was confirmed just hours  
before Galtier appeared 
alongside PSG presi-
dent Nasser Al Khelaifi at a 
news conference.

Galtier will be tasked with 
finally ending PSG’s wait for 
Champions League glory, 
their latest failure in the com-
petition coming in a second-
leg collapse against eventu-
al winners Real Madrid in the 
last 16.

He becomes the club’s 
sixth coach since 2012.

Galtier said he was ready 
to impose himself on Paris 
Saint-Germain’s dressing 
room of superstars.

Galtier, who left PSG’s 
Ligue 1 rivals Nice last month, 
has signed a two-year deal at 
the Parc des Princes with the 
French champions confirming 
the appointment shortly after 
announcing Pochettino’s de-
parture.

“Yes, I am emotional, yes 
I am proud,” Galtier said at a 
press conference in the French 
capital.

“I realise full well the re-
sponsibility that has been giv-
en to me but I have prepared 
for this. I wouldn’t have ac-

cepted this job if I didn’t think 
I was capable of it.”

Galtier may not be as well-
known internationally as some 
of the other names who had 
been linked with the PSG job – 
most notably Zinedine Zidane 
– but he has an outstanding 
reputation in France where he 
won the Ligue 1 title with Lille 
last year.

He insisted he was not 
afraid of making his mark on 
a PSG dressing room full of 
star names even beyond Ky-
lian Mbappe, Lionel Messi and 
Neymar.

“It is a privilege to have a 
dressing room full of world-
class players,” he said.

“You have to talk with 
them but also impose yourself. 

There can be no compromises.
“We must have a common 

project but there will not be a 
revolution. I am going to ob-
serve and listen, and I know 
I will have the backing of 
the management if there is a 
player who doesn’t fall in line 
with the project of the club.”

The club had earlier issued 
a short statement confirming 
what had been widely-touted 
for weeks – the departure of 
Pochettino with a year re-
maining on his contract.

“Paris Saint-Germain con-
firm that Mauricio Pochettino 
has ended his role at the club,” 
said a club statement as the 
former Tottenham Hotspur 
coach left the Parc des Princes 
after 18 months in charge.

Galtier’s switch to PSG 
‘good for everyone’ says 
Nice president 
Nice president Jean-Pierre 
Rivere harbours no ill-will to-
wards Christophe Galtier, who 
he hopes the best for PSG.

The former Lille coach 
enjoyed a fine start to his 
single season in the south 
of France, with Nice flying 
high in Ligue 1 and embark-
ing on a run to the Coupe de 
France final, beating PSG en 
route.

However, Nice were un-
able to keep up their push 
for Champions League quali-
fication and ultimately had to 
settle for fifth place, while they 
were defeated 1-0 by Nantes 
in the Coupe de France final 

in May.  Nevertheless, Rivere 
is happy that Galtier has the 
chance to coach a star-stud-
ded PSG team, and believes 
the impending move suits all 
parties.

He told L’Equipe: “I am 
very happy that Christophe 
has the opportunity to coach 
PSG and I will always keep a 
watchful eye on him.

“This alignment of the 
planets is good for everyone.” 

Galtier did not reportedly 
see eye to eye with Nice sport-
ing director Julien Fournier, 
and Rivere conceded there 

were issues at the club.
“There were these ten-

sions that should not have 
been expressed in the press,” 
he added.

“It may seem very confus-
ing, but we analysed the situ-
ation calmly and I was able to 
explain my strategy to (IN-
EOS director of sport) Dave 
(Brailsford).

“Nice must project itself 
with an offensive style, from 
the training centre to the first 
team. The pleasure we had at 
one time has been lost over the 
last three years.” 

PSG name ‘proud’ Galtier as new 
coach as Pochettino departs

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic pulled off a 
great escape on Centre Court 
to deny Jannik Sinner in five 
sets and reach the Wimbledon 
semi-finals for an 11th time.

Djokovic won 5-7, 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in 3 hours and 35 
minutes for his 26th consecu-
tive Wimbledon match win, 
moving two steps away from 
a fourth successive title at the 
All England Club.

It gave him a 10th victory 
in the 11 five-set matches he 
has contested at Wimbledon, 
a fourth-round loss to Mario 
Ancic in 2006 the exception.

From 4-1 ahead in the sec-
ond set, Djokovic’s game went 
into sleep mode for an hour as 
his inspired Italian opponent 
stole a march, Sinner threat-
ening to pull off a shock to fol-
low up his outstanding fourth-
round win over Carlos Alcaraz.

Sinner was profiting from 
Djokovic’s lethargic and er-
ratic display, the crowd lend-
ing him their full support, 
which was no doubt jarring for 
Djokovic given his status as 
one of the tournament’s great-
est champions.

Djokovic gained a foothold 
in the contest by breaking to 
love to lead 3-1 in the third 
set, beckoning to the crowd to 
show him a little love in the 

next game.
From that point he never 

looked back. The tide was not 
so much turning but lapping 
urgently at the Sinner shore-
line, threatening to wash 
away his challenge, and when 
he conceded a break in the 
third game of the deciding set 

the script was almost com-
plete.

Sinner had rolled an ankle 
at the end of the fourth set but 
was quickly back to his feet, 
only to be mowed down by the 
relentless Serbian juggernaut 
on the other side of the net, 
a highlights-reel crosscourt 

backhand winner from Djoko-
vic crowning the comeback as 
the winning line approached.

Djokovic has still not lost 
at Wimbledon since having 
to retire from a quarter-final 
against Tomas Berdych in 
2017 due to an elbow injury.  
He has now matched Jimmy 

Connors’ total of 84 match 
wins at Wimbledon, a total 
only beaten in men’s singles 
by the 105 achieved by Roger 
Federer.

The 11 Wimbledon semi-
finals also put him level with 
Connors, with Federer’s 13 the 
total to beat.

Djokovic digs deep to sink  
Sinner with stunning fightback

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates beating Jannik Sinner during their men’s singles quarter-final match on the ninth day of the 2022 Wimble-
don Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Djokovic won 5-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in 3 hours 
and 35 minutes. It was his 26th consecutive Wimbledon match win. (AFP)
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England  
seal record 
Test chase  
against India 
as series  
ends 2-2
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WOUT van Aert put any frustration from the first three Tour de France 
stages behind him as he won in emphatic fashion in 
Calais. Van Aert finished second in each of the first three 
stages in Denmark but made sure of victory on Tuesday 
with a wonderful late surge that left the rest of the race 
in his wake. Having worked with his Team Jumbo-Visma 
team-mates and a clutch of INEOS Grenadiers riders – 
including Adam Yates and general classification hopeful 
Geraint Thomas - to catch Anthony Perez (Cofidis) on the 
final climb with just over 10 kilometres remaining of the 
route from Dunkirk to Calais, Van Aert powered off down 
the home stretch. A brilliant all-rounder, general standings 
leader Van Aert turned what might have been a bunch 

sprint finish into a solo time trial, and he was able to celebrate as he 
crossed the line, assured of a well-earned success. (DPA)

Van Aert wins stage four to extend overall lead

TOUR DE FRANCE 

French coach Christophe Galtier (L) and PSG’s President Nasser Al 
Khelaifi hold a team jersey as they pose at the end of a press  
conference at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

French coach Christophe Galtier (L) speaks next to PSG’s President Nasser Al Khelaifi during a press conference after being appointed as 
French L1 football club Paris Saint-Germain’s (PSG) head coach at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s national athletics team claimed 11 medals on the first and 
second days of the 2022 West Asian Youth Athletics Championships 
which began in Beirut, Lebanon on Sunday. Ten countries, including 
Kuwait, Oman, UAE, Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Palestine and host 
Lebanon are taking part in the Championships. The athletes list 
includes Nayef Khasif and Omar Daoud (110m hurdles), Saeed Al 
Sahouti (100m and 200m), Tamim Al Tamimi (100m), Abdul Majeed 
Zakaria (200m), Ismail Daoud (400m and 400m hurdles), Muham-
mad Noah (400m hurdles), Abdul Rahman Abkar (400m), Ahmed 
Jibreen (shotput and discus throw), Khaled Al Hajj (discus throw), Saja 
Saadoun (200m and 400m hurdles), Layal Ibrahim (heptathlon and 
high jump), and Samar Al Mansoori (pole vault and triple jump).

Team Qatar athletes  
claim 11 medals at West 

Asian Youth C’ships  

Jumbo-Vis-
ma team’s 
Belgian 
rider Wout 
Van Aert.
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ONS Jabeur recovered from a 
set down to beat Marie Bouz-
kova and reach the semi-finals 
of Wimbledon for the first 
time.

The highest seed left in 
the women’s draw was given 
her sternest examination of 
the Championships so far but 
produced a typically classy re-
sponse to some big initial chal-
lenges to set up a last-four tie 
with good friend Tatjana Ma-
ria from Germany.

Jabeur triumphed 3-6, 6-1, 
6-1 to move two victories away 
from becoming the first wom-
an from Africa to win a singles 
title at the All England Club.

This was Bouzkova’s maid-
en outing on Wimbledon’s big-
gest court but she displayed 
little nerves and in fact plenty 
of resolve to hold an eight-
minute opening service game.

It appeared to boost the 
Czech and her athleticism 
was evident from the off with 
Jabeur’s trademark drop shots 
not initially catching her out, 
which contributed towards a 
break for the unseeded player 
to move 3-2 ahead.

Bouzkova also showed 
plenty of deft touches and 
Jabeur could only kick away 
the tennis ball after a fine vol-
ley at the net as the first set 
was won in 41 minutes.

World number two Jabeur 
had been tipped as the player 
to beat, after a number of for-
mer winners suffered early ex-
its in SW19 alongside top seed 

Iga Swiatek, and the Tunisian 
quickly turned the screw at the 
start of the second.

A volley sealed an early 
break for the third seed and 
another was handed out by 
Bouzkova when she double-
faulted.

Two more masterful deft 
touches from Jabeur forced 
a decider on Centre Court, 
which was now close to three-
quarters full after plenty of 

green seats were visible at the 
beginning of the contest.

A comfort break by Bouzk-
ova ahead of the third set failed 
to knock Jabeur off her stride.

An extraordinary third point 
of the decider’s second game 
saw Bouzkova somehow return 
while on the floor and move 
40-0 up, but Jabeur rattled off 
five points in a row to break.

The 27-year-old had 
firmly taken control now and 

tried a tweener soon after 
during another game where 
she would break.

Jabeur failed to dish out 
a bagel with Bouzkova, who 
played at a supremely high 
level in the first set, able to get 
a break back.

But the favourite for the 
title produced one more won-
derful drop shot before she 
claimed match point.

Next up is a surprise meet-

ing with world No. 103 Maria.
“I’m really, really happy 

and especially that it happened 
on this court. I love this court 
and hopefully the journey can 
continue,” Jabeur said.

“I love Tatjana so much 
and her family is so amazing. 
She is my barbeque buddy, so 
it will be tough to play her, ob-
viously but she is a great friend 
and I am really happy she is in 
the semi-final.”

Title favourite Jabeur sets up 
semi with Germany’s Maria

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

CAMERON Norrie kept hopes 
alive of a third home winner in 
the Wimbledon men’s singles 
in a decade with a dramatic 
five-set victory over David 
Goffin in the quarter-finals.

The ninth seed twice recov-
ered from a set down to claim 
a 3-6, 7-5, 2-6, 6-3, 7-5 victory 
on a raucous Court One and 
become only the fourth British 
man in the Open era to reach the 
last four at the All England Club.

There Norrie faces the im-
mense challenge of trying to 
stop Novak Djokovic, who is 
bidding for a fourth consecu-
tive title, but first he can en-
joy a moment to rival many of 
Andy Murray’s great Wimble-
don occasions.

The British number one, 
who had never previously 
made it past the third round of 
a Grand Slam, did not find his 
best tennis until the fourth set 
but hung in the contest impres-
sively before eventually wear-
ing his Belgian opponent down.

Norrie clinched victory on 
his second match point, rais-
ing his arms aloft when Goffin 
netted a forehand after three 
hours and 28 minutes.
Results (Quarter-finals)
Men’s Singles: Novak Djokovic 
(SRB x1) bt Jannik Sinner (ITA 
x10) 5-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2; 
ameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt 
David Goffin (BEL) 3-6, 7-5, 2-6, 
6-3, 7-5; Women’s Singles: Ons 
Jabeur (TUN x3) bt Marie Bouz-
kova (CZE) 3-6, 6-1, 6-1; Tatjana 
Maria (GER) bt Jule Niemeier 
(GER) 4-6, 6-2, 7-5.

Norrie wins five-set thriller to reach last four

Britain’s Cameron Norrie celebrates winning against Belgium’s David Goffin at Wimbledon on Tuesday. (AFP)

ANI 
LONDON 

INDIA’S Sania Mirza and her 
Croatian partner Mate Pavic 
beat fourth-seeded Canadian-
Australian pair of Gabriela 
Dabrowski and John Peers to 
seal their place in the mixed 
doubles semi-finals of Wim-
bledon 2022.

The duo of Mirza and Pavic 
made it to the next round with 
the 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 win over Da-
browski and Peers. The Indo-
Croat pair will take on Robert 
Farah and Jelena Ostapenko 
in the semifinal clash.

Meanwhile, Ajla Toml-
janovic after two hours and 34 
minutes of dizzying all-court 
rallies, overcame French No.1 
Alize Cornet 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 to 
book a spot in the quarterfinals 
at All England Club once again.

Tomljanovic is the first Aus-
tralian woman to reach back-
to-back Wimbledon quarterfi-
nals since Jelena Dokic reached 

the quarterfinals in 1999 and 
the semifinals in 2000.

The Australian had a top-
sy-turvy victory over Cornet 
during her Wimbledon cam-
paign last year as well, defeat-
ing the Frenchwoman in three 
sets in the second round. His-
tory repeated on No.2 Court 
on Monday, and Tomljanovic 
now has a 3-2 lead in their 
head-to-head clashes.

“Today was crazy. [Cor-
net’s] level was really high 
from the get-go. I think the 
second point of the first game 
was so long that I kind of 
thought to myself, ‘Oh, my 
God, I don’t know if I’m going 
to physically be able to keep up 
with her.’ But I found a way,” 
Tomljanovic said afterwards.

“It felt like a coin toss a lit-
tle bit. I mean, she fights till 
the end. She wasn’t giving me 
much. That’s why in the end I 
was a little bit in disbelief that 
I actually came through,” she 
added.

Sania-Pavic reach mixed 
doubles semi-finals
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Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates beating Czech Republic’s Marie Bouzkova in the women’s singles quarter-final on the ninth day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Jabeur won 3-6, 6-1, 6-1. (AFP)

Germany’s Tatjana Maria reacts during the post-match interview after 
winning against Germany’s Jule Niemeier in the women’s singles 
quarter-final at Wimbledon at The All England Tennis Club in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Maria makes first 
major semi-final

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

TATJANA Maria’s late-career 
Wimbledon charge continued 
into the semi-finals after she 
rallied past Jule Niemeier in 
the last eight on Tuesday.

The 34-year-old’s best 
Grand Slam run before last 
week had taken her only as 
far as round three at the All 
England Club in 2015, but she 
is now one win away from a 
Centre Court final after edging 
Niemeier in an entertaining 
4-6, 6-2, 7-5 triumph.

Niemeier, at the opposite 
end of her career at 22, was 
making her main-draw Wim-
bledon debut and had looked 
on course to ride her momen-
tum into the last four.

In only the third all-Ger-
man grand slam quarter-fi-
nal of the Open Era, Maria’s 
nerves showed in the first set 
as she immediately dropped 
serve and was unable to re-
cover.

But after quickly being 

broken again at the start of 
the second, the veteran seized 
control, battling back as Nie-
meier appeared to lose her 
composure.

The decider could have 
gone either way, with one cru-
cial point going in Maria’s fa-
vour as Niemeier dived head-
first after a drop shot at the 
end of a 13-stroke rally, yet 
experience told at the last.

Maria gave birth to her sec-
ond daughter just 15 months 
ago, but she has returned bet-
ter than ever and joined es-
teemed company with a semi-
final appearance at 34.

She is just the sixth female 
player in the Open Era to make 
the last four at Wimbledon af-
ter her 34th birthday, along-
side Billie Jean King, Chris 
Evert, Martina Navratilova, 
Serena Williams and Venus 
Williams.

Meanwhile, Mirjana Lucic 
(2017 Australian Open) is the 
only other European player to 
achieve that feat at any of the 
majors.

India’s Sania Mirza and Croatian Mate Pavic after their mixed doubles 
win at the Wimbledon on Monday.

beIN SPORTS gears up for an exciting summer  
of women’s sport showcasing the best talent

DOHA

BEIN MEDIA GROUP is proud 
to showcase an exciting lineup 
of women’s and mixed sport 
events this summer, featuring 
some of the best female athletes 
in the world, in 24 countries 
across the Middle East & North 
Africa, and globally.

beIN is dedicated to ex-
panding coverage of under-
represented sport across its 
entire global portfolio through 
the beINSPIRED initiative. Our 
mission is to elevate the profile 
of historically lesser-known 
sports and athletes globally, 
to celebrate the value that all 
sports, and women’s sport in 
particular, play in the interna-
tional sports eco-system.

UEFA Women’s Euros 
2022 beIN MEDIA GROUP 
is gearing to showcase the 
very best of European foot-
ball across 24 countries in the 
MENA region starting this 
week with the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022, ensuring Eu-
rope’s best footballing talent 
gains maximum exposure. 
The tournament will be shown 
on beIN SPORTS Premium 1 

& Premium 2 for Arabic, and 
beIN SPORTS English 1 & 
English 2 for English.

Comprising a total of 31 
matches, the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022 runs from the 6 
until 31 July, with the group 
stage culminating 18 July. 

Clashes to watch out for in-
clude the kick-off match be-
tween England and Austria 
at Old Strafford Wednesday 6 
July, with headlining encoun-
ters between Germany and 
Denmark 8 July, then Iceland 
and France 18 July.

One of the stars of Olym-
pique Lyonnais from the 
UEFA Women’s Champions 
League final, Ballon d’or win-
ner Ada Hegerberg, returns 
to the international fold with 
Norway for the first time since 
2017.

Two-time winners in the 
1990s, Norway kick-off their 
group stage campaign against 
Northern Ireland in Group A 

on Thurs 7 July, aiming to im-
prove on their disappointing 
performance last time out in 
2017.

Fellow Ballon d’or winner 
and WSL scorer Alexia Putel-
las, ever present in the Bar-
celona midfield, dons la Roja 

this summer for Spain. 
The 28 year-old life-long 

Barca fan is emblematic of the 
growth of the women’s game; 
from watching Blaugranas 
games with her late father as 
a child to leading her side to 
WCL triumph and domestic 
double in 2021.

Putellas sums up the im-
portance of the women’s game 
in humble fashion: “It’s bigger 
than me.” 1 Alexia is right, the 
growth of the women’s game is 
undeniable. This summer, as 
part of our beINSPIRED sum-
mer of women’s sport, we are 
proud to broadcast not only 
the UEFA Women’s Euros, but 
a growing portfolio of wom-

en’s sport across tennis, ath-
letics, cycling and aquatics.”

More women at Wimbledon 
taking centre stage 
TUNISIA’S own Ons Jabeur 
plays the semi-finals at Wim-
bledon. Winner of the 2019 
Arab Woman of the Year 
Award, the 27-year-old has 
been a staple on the WTA Tour 
for half a decade, winning the 
221 Birmingham open and the 
2022 Madrid and Berlin.

beIN SPORTS is also de-
lighted to broadcast the Tour 
de France Femmes, the inaugu-
ral women’s cycling showpiece, 
taking place from 24-31 July. 

Further afield, the mixed 
IAAF World Athletics Cham-
pionships in Oregon will be 
broadcast on beIN SPORTS in 
the MENA region from 15–24 
July.

Federations from 200 ter-
ritories will be represented at 
the championships, which will 
be the first to be hosted in the 
United States.

Finally, beIN are also 
showing the CAF Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations (Wom-
en’s AFCON) this summer in 

over 40 territories around the 
world. Morocco plays host for 
the tournament, which 1 htt-
ps://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/
football/61717253 concur-
rently forms the qualifying 
tournament for the 2023 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 

This summer’s AFCON 
features regular big hitters 
Nigeria, as well as debutantes 
Togo.

Mohammed Al Bader, 
Managing Director of the 
MENA Channels said: “beIN 
SPORTS and women’s sport 
are fast becoming synony-
mous, and we are proud to 
lead the charge in the MENA 
region and beyond, as part of 
our beINSPIRED project. 

“It’s right that everyone 
has the opportunity to dream 
and find new heroes to look 
up to. This summer, the stage 
is set at the UEFA Women’s 
Euros 2022, the World Ath-
letics Championships and at 
the Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations and we can’t wait to 
showcase this talent across the 
Middle East & North Africa 
this summer.”

LONDON: Nick Kyrgios is set to appear in court in Australia next month 
in relation to a charge of common assault. The world number 40, who 
is due to play in the last eight of the men’s singles on Wednesday, will 
appear at the Australia Capital Territory (ACT) Magistrates’ Court on 
August 2, according to court listings. A police statement said: “ACT 
Policing can confirm a 27-year-old Watson man is scheduled to face 
the ACT Magistrates’ Court on August 2 in relation to one charge of 
common assault following an incident in December 2021.” His barrister 
Jason Moffett told The Canberra Times in Australia the charge was “in 
the context of a domestic relationship”. He said: “The nature of the 
allegation is serious, and Mr Kyrgios takes the allegation very seriously. 
“Given the matter is before the court . he doesn’t have a comment 
at this stage, but in the fullness of time we’ll issue a media release.” 
Kyrgios remained tight lipped as he left the practice courts at the All 
England Club on Tuesday afternoon. He will face Cristian Garin for a 
place in Wimbledon semis on Wednesday. (PA Media/DPA)

Kyrgios to appear in Australian court  
over common assault charge



ICC
BIRMINGHAM

England hunted down 378 and 
completed their highest suc-
cessful chase in Test history 
at Edgbaston on the back of 
tons from Joe Root and Jon-
ny Bairstow to draw level 2-2 
against India on Tuesday.

The Test series that began 
in August 2021 finally came to 
an end in July 2022 and at the 
end of it, both teams shared 
the spoils 2-2.

England’s surge in the 
ICC World Test Champion-
ship standings continued as 
a result, solidifying their 7th 
spot with at a point percent-
age of 33.33. India, on the 
other hand, drop to fourth af-
ter point reduction due to slow 
over-rate.

There was a stark contrast 
to the conditions from Mon-
day to Tuesday – from bright 
and sunny day four, the final 
day was gloomy and overcast, 
giving India some hope of a 
possible comeback.

However, it was only the 
first over of the day from 
Mohammed Siraj that India 
looked slightly threatening, af-

ter which Joe Root and Jonny 
Bairstow went about their 
business. 

India were guilty of being 
extremely wayward in their 
lines and lengths, giving away 
few too many extras to their 
liking. The boundaries were 
flowing easily from the bats of 
the duo as they started getting 
closer to the total.

The No.1 batter in the ICC 
Test Rankings notched up his 
28th Test ton, his fifth of the 
year, in style with a boundary. 
If the shackles weren’t broken 
already, Root became more 
dangerous after the milestone. 
Bairstow, at the other end, 
was patiently playing second 
fiddle to his former captain in 
his nineties.

The Yorkshireman got to 
his fourth Test hundred in 
three Tests and smashed Siraj 
for three consecutive bounda-
ries to bring the runs needed 
to single digits. Root hit the 
winning run to complete their 
record chase and draw the se-
ries 2-2.

India were in a whole lot 
of trouble on Day 1 at 98/5 
after being asked to bat. What 
followed was one of the best 

counter-attacking knocks 
from Rishabh Pant that com-
pletely turned the tide in In-
dia’s favour.

Day 2 of the Test is the one 
that Stuart Broad would like to 
forget and Jasprit Bumrah, the 
batter, would not forget any 
time soon. 

He gave away the most 
number of runs in an over in 
Test cricket history, giving 
away 35 runs. The over pro-
pelled India’s total to over 
400.

It was then the turn of 
Bumrah, the bowler, to blow 
England away. He picked 
up three wickets and helped 
restrict England to 84/5 at 

stumps.
In trouble, England’s new-

est crisis-man came to their 
rescue. Jonny Bairstow tonked 
yet another century and with 
Ben Stokes and Sam Billings, 
took England to 284. India 
had a vital 132-run lead.

Pant smashed a 111-ball 
146 and with Ravindra Jadeja 
keeping company, bailed India 
out of trouble. India finished 
the day at 338/7.

The first three days were 
mostly dominated by India 
but day four showed how Test 
cricket can completely turn 
around in a matter of sessions. 

On a bright and sunny day, 
Indian batters were guilty of 

not making the most of the 
batting conditions. Captain 
Stokes led from the front with 
the ball with a four-for and 
bundled India out for 245, set-
ting England a target of 378.

Alex Lees came out all 
guns blazing and together 
with Zak Crawley, put on a 
107-run partnership. England 
lost three wickets in quick 
succession before the usual 
suspects – Joe Root and Jon-
ny Bairstow – scored fifties 
apiece at a brisk rate to leave 
just 119 runs for the final day.

India lost three wickets but 
were in a commanding posi-
tion, courtesy of Cheteshwar 
Pujara’s half-century.

Root, Bairstow tons help England 
seal record Test chase vs India

DOHA

CANAL+ has become the lat-
est broadcaster to commit to 
Premier Padel after the Viven-
di owned broadcaster agreed a 
deal to showcase padel’s lead-
ing Tour to more than 60 glob-
al territories including France.

CANAL+ has agreed a 
multi-year deal and will be-
gin its Premier Padel coverage 
with July’s Greenweez Paris 
Premier Padel Major taking 
place at the iconic Stade Ro-
land-Garros. The tournament 
gets underway on July 11th, 
concluding on the 17th .

The news further high-
lights the growing global 
popularity of the sport since 
the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA) and 

Qatar Sports Investments 
(QSI).

May’s Italy Premier Padel 
Major had the biggest reach 
of any event in padel’s his-
tory after the tournament was 
broadcast in 167 territories 
globally, surpassing the 156 
regions that showed the in-
augural event, the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major 2022 in March, 
further highlighting the fact 
that Premier Padel once again 
is proving popular with the 
world’s leading media outlets.

Luigi Carraro, President of 
the International Padel Feder-
ation, said: “We are delighted 
to add CANAL+ to our world-
class portfolio of international 
broadcasters. The response 
to Premier Padel has been 
breath-taking and we look 
forward to padel fans at the 
venue and fans watching on 
from all over the world enjoy-
ing the upcoming Greenweez 

Paris Premier Padel Major at 
Stade Roland-Garros. One of 
the most historic venues in the 
world will welcome the fastest 
growing sport in the world, it’s 
one not to be missed.” 

Thomas Sénécal, CANAL+ 
Director of Sports, said: “CA-
NAL+ has always been a great 
supporter of emerging sports. 
Offering Premier Padel to all 
our subscribers worldwide is 
a perfect example of this. We’ll 
provide complete coverage, 
enhanced by the knowledge 
of our experts. Launching our 
Premier Padel coverage with 
the Major in France at the 
prestigious setting of Roland-

Garros? We couldn’t dream of 
anything better! We look for-
ward to seeing you in 10 days. 

Padel is becoming more and 
more popular, and we are very 
proud to be one of the leading 

broadcasters showcasing the 
sport globally in our territo-
ries and in France until 2026. 

CANAL+ is indeed the home of 
padel!” Premier Padel will host 
at least ten (10) new tourna-
ments in 2022 – including four 
category one “Major” events. 

The first major – the Oore-
doo Qatar Major 2022 – took 
place in Doha in March, with 
the Italy Premier Padel Major 
concluding in historic Foro 
Italico last month. The other 
category one tournaments are 
the Greenweez Paris Premier 
Padel Major at Stade Roland-
Garros taking place from 11th 
July to 17th July, and the Mex-
ico Premier Padel Major at the 
Club Sonoma en Monterrey, 
México from 28th November 
to 4th December.

The Madrid Premier Padel 
P1 taking place from August 
1st to 6th will be the inaugu-
ral category two tournament, 
followed very quickly by the 
Argentina Premier Padel P1 
which takes place from 8th to 
14th August.

More announcements on 
additional tournaments and 
broadcast details to follow 
very soon.

Canal+ to broadcast Premier Padel to more than 60 global territories
Heavyweight broadscater on board 

for popular Global Padel Tour 

England’s top five run  
chases in Test history

England stunned India with 
their highest successful 

run chase in Test history as 
they surged past the target of 
378 runs to secure a rousing 
seven-wicket victory. As England 
celebrate one of their most 
thrilling Test triumphs, here’s a 
look at their five most success-
ful run-chases ever.
5. Target 305: New Zealand v 
England, Christchurch, 1997
England relied heavily on Mike 
Atherton in their first innings 
as the captain carried his bat 
for 94 runs off 346 balls in a 
total of 228. New Zealand built 
on their 118-run first-innings 
lead by adding 186 in their 
second, which seemed likely to 
be enough until Atherton built 
on his inspirational form. The 
opener had enough support 
this time to reach a ton (118) 
and guide England to 226 
before departing as the fourth 
wicket and sparking a mini-
collapse when Nasser Hussain 
(33) and Graham Thorpe (2) 
were also dismissed. John 
Crawley (40*) and Dominic 
Cork (39*) then stepped in 
to put on the remaining runs 
while Atherton was rightly 
hailed as Player of the Match.
4. Target 315: England v 
Australia, Leeds, 2001
Australia had already tightened 
their grip on the Ashes by 
winning the first three Tests 
of the five-match series but 
England would deliver an upset 
in the fourth clash. Australia 
took a 138-run lead into the 
second innings then looked 
for quick runs until declaring 
on 176/4 to give the likes of 
Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath, 
Brett Lee and Jason Gillespie 
plenty of time to bowl England 
out. Mark Butcher had a Test 
batting average of 25.89 
heading into the match and 
had not scored a century at 
the highest level since 1998, 
but played the innings of his 
international career while 
smashing 23 boundaries and 
a six. Butcher’s 173 not out 
would be his highest score in 
Test cricket and led England to 
a win against the odds.
3. Target 332: Australia v 
England, Melbourne, 1928
The third Test in the infamous 
Bodyline series saw both 
teams plunder the runs.
Australia skipper Jack Ryder, 
Alan Kippax, Bill Woodfull and 
the incomparable Don Brad-
man scored tons for the home 
team, while Wally Hammond 
hit a double century in the first 

innings for England. The visi-
tors’ top-order took a slow and 
steady approach to the chase 
on a flat track as openers Her-
bert Sutcliffe (135) and Jack 
Hobbs (49) ticked off the runs 
then captain Douglas Jardine 
(33), Hammond (32) and Patsy 
Hendren (45) maintained the 
momentum. A mini-collapse 
of three wickets for two runs 
when England needed only six 
more gave them a fright, but 
tailender George Geary was 
able to finish the chase with 
three wickets in hand.
2. Target 359: England v 
Australia, Leeds, 2019
After Australia made 179 on 
a tricky wicket England were 
embarrassed by a score of just 
67  with Joe Denly (12) their 
only batter to reach double-
figures. Australia pulled away 
to a 358-run lead as Marnus 
Labuschagne (80) led them to 
a score of 246 on an improv-
ing pitch but there was little 
hint of what was to come.
Denly (50) and skipper Joe 
Root (77) came together with 
the score on 15/2 then put 
on a stand of 126 before Ben 
Stokes arrived to deliver a 
remarkable Test innings.
Stokes (135*) would be the 
hero as he calmly piled on the 
runs while at the same time 
holding the innings together 
even after Stuart Broad was 
the ninth batter dismissed with 
England still 73 runs short.
1. Target 378: England v 
India, Birmingham, 2022 
Centuries from Rishabh Pant 
(146) and Ravindra Jadeja 
(104) helped India to a 132-run 
first-innings lead, which might 
have been much more if not for 
Jonny Bairstow (106) guiding 
England to 284. Skipper Ben 
Stokes (4/33) gave England 
what seemed to be a slim 
chance of victory as India were 
restricted to 245 in their sec-
ond innings, leaving the hosts 
with an ominous target of 378. 
Openers Alex Lees (56) and Zak 
Crawley (46) got England off to 
a positive start until the latter 
was bowled by Jasprit Bumrah 
with on 107. Ollie Pope then fell 
for a three-ball duck and Lees 
was run out just two. But rather 
than handing the WTC points to 
India, the in-form duo Joe Root 
(142*) and Bairstow (114*) got 
together and took it away from 
the visitors with an unbeaten 
stand of 269*. England se-
cured a seven-wicket victory, 
completing a daring chase that 
will be spoken of for ages. (ICC)

The news further highlights the growing global popularity of the sport since the launch of Premier Padel, 
the official global padel tour – governed by the International Padel Federation (FIP) and backed by the 
Professional Padel Association (PPA) and Qatar Sports Investments (QSI).

England’s captain Ben Stokes (L) and India skipper Jasprit Bumrah 
pose with the LV trophy after England won the fifth Test at Edgbaston 
in Birmingham on Tuesday. The series ended 2-2. (AFP)

England’s captain Ben Stokes (5R) stands with teammates as they pose with the Pataudi trophy after  
winning the fifth Test agains India at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Tuesday. The series ended 2-2. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 104; J 
Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings 284 (J Bairstow 106; Mohammed 
Siraj 4-66, J Bumrah 3-68)
India 2nd Innings 245 (C Pujara 66, R Pant 57; B 
Stokes 4-33)
England 2nd Innings (target: 378, Overnight: 259-3)
J. Root not out  142

J. Bairstow not out  114
Extras: (b8, lb7, nb2, w3)  20
Total: (For 3 wkts, 76.4 overs, 350 mins)  378
Did not bat: B Stokes, S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J 
Leach, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-107 (Crawley), 2-107 (Pope), 3-109 
(Lees).
Bowling: Bumrah 17-1-74-2 (1nb); Shami 15-2-64-0; 

Jadeja 18.4-3-62-0; Siraj 15-0-98-0 (1w); Thakur 11-0-
65-0 (1nb, 2w).
Result: England won by seven wickets
Series: Five match series drawn 2-2
Player of the match: Jonny Bairstow (ENG)
England player of the series: Joe Root
India player of the series: Jasprit Bumrah
Toss: England.

Scoreboard

England’s Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root rejoice after the win on Tuesday.

Women and men will be paid the same amount for represent-
ing New Zealand and playing in top-tier domestic matches in a 
ground-breaking new deal. New Zealand’s professional women’s 
and men’s cricketers will receive the same pay for the same 
play following a landmark deal to combine them in the same 
agreement. The five-year deal will see the White Ferns and 
domestic women’s players receive the same match fees as men 
across all formats and competitions including ODIs, T20Is, Ford 

Trophy and Dream11 Super Smash level. The agreement also increases the number 
of contracts offered to women cricketers in New Zealand and boosts the amount of 
competitive matches available to emerging players. The improved pay and conditions 
are part of an agreement calculated on the country’s men’s and women’s profes-
sional players receiving 29.75% of all NZC forecast revenue over five years ($349m), 
expected to amount to $104m. This means the highest-ranked White Ferns would be 
able to receive a maximum of $163,246 a year (up from $83,432), the ninth-ranked 
$148,946 (up from $66,266), and the 17th-ranked $142,346 (up from $62,833).
The top-ranked women’s domestic players in each Major Association would be able 
to receive a maximum of $19,146 (up from $3,423), the sixth-ranked $18,646 (up 
from $3,423), and the 12th-ranked $18,146 (up from $3,423). The agreement sees 
the total number of women’s domestic contracts increase from 54 to 72. (ICC)

Same pay for same play for White Ferns and Black Caps
Sri Lanka’s left-arm spinner Praveen Jayawickrama has been 
ruled out of the second and final Test against Australia after test-
ing positive for COVID-19.  
“The player was found to be Covid positive when he was tested 
(Rapid Antigen Test) this morning, as he complained of feeling 
unwell,” the Sri Lanka Cricket board said in a release on Monday, 
4 July. “Jayawickrama was immediately isolated from the rest of 
the team members and now will remain in room isolation for five 
days.” 

The rest of the Sri Lanka players have returned negative results.Previously, star 
all-rounder, Angelo Mathews tested positive late on Day 2 of the first Test, and was 
subsequently ruled out of the contest; Oshada Fernando was called in as his replace-
ment.  
Sri Lanka are hoping for Mathews’ return, should he recover in time for the second 
Test, which starts on Friday, 8 July. Australia are leading the two-match series 1-0, 
after sealing a convincing win in the first Test by 10 wickets.  
Australia are currently sitting at the top of the ICC World Test Championship standings 
with a win percentage of 77.78 while Sri Lanka are No.6 with 47.62 win percentage. 
A win in the final outing will not even help the hosts share the series trophy, they will 
climb above West Indies and Pakistan in the WTC table. (ICC)

Big blow for Lanka ahead of 2nd Test against Australia
 Quick read
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Pakistani visual artist Warda Rana’s work 
features at Times Square NYC

IT was a proud moment for 
Warda Rana, an American-
Pakistani visual artist, to 
represent her country with 
her work at the Broadway 

Plaza, Times Square, New 
York.

The visual artist is among 
69 incredible artists whose 
works had been selected by 
the UK-based Artist Talk 
Magazine that was featured at 
Times Square, New York on 23 
June 2022.

“I am extremely happy to 
share the news that two of my 
artworks ‘Fragile like a bomb’ 
and ‘I am charging and you?’ 
were showcased at the Times 
Square NYC. It’s a proud mo-
ment for me as a Pakistani to 
represent my country with my 
work at the Broadway Plaza, 
Times Square. The artworks 
medium is digital. We have 
been working on the project 
for the past four months. I 
would like to express my grati-
tude to @artisttalkmagazine 
for making this happen and 
giving me this opportunity 
to showcase my artworks at 
the iconic venue,” remarked 
Warda.

Earlier, Warda has partici-
pated in three exhibitions in 
Qatar. The first was Qatar Art 
Spots second Anniversary Ex-
hibition held at Katara on No-
vember 2, 2020. The second 
was an International Arts Ex-
hibition, curated by the CEO 
of The Martians, Husam Taha, 
which was held at Doha Fes-
tival City from January 15 to 
February 28, 2021. The third 
was Islamic Arts Festival, 
which was also held at Doha 
Festival City on April 16, 2021. 

Warda is endeavouring 
to explore endless possibili-
ties of art. Born in Kuwait and 

brought up partially in Mary-
land, Baltimore, USA, her love 
for art and fashion has been 
evident since her childhood 
as she comes from a family of 
artists. 

Her uncle, Rashid Rana, 
is a well-renowned visual art-

ist and is a recipient of the 
coveted Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Star 
of Excellence), the highest ci-
vilian award bestowed upon 
him by the government of Pa-
kistan. He designed Pakistan’s 
Pavilion Facade at Expo 2020, 
Dubai and received accolades 

globally.
According to Warda, “art is 

life and life is art itself”. With 
no one set definition, she be-
lieves it’s a personal dialogue. 
Life has been her greatest 

source of inspiration. She has 
a minimalistic approach and 
loves the spontaneous expres-
sion of a simple black bold 
line. 

“Lines fascinate me; they 

are a vital part of life or of any 
creation, living or nonliving. 
In terms of creating, every 
line, shape and curve has a dif-
ferent impact on our minds, so 
each time, we create a unique 

value for the artwork,” re-
marked Warda.

Warda’s work is an amal-
gamation of many mediums. 
As an artist, she is exploring 
endless possibilities. She truly 
believes art can be anything 
with an idea behind it. For her, 
the viewer is an artist because 
she herself learns from the 
viewer’s interpretation, creat-
ing an endless learning curve.

“Art keeps evolving with 
time; similarly, how human-
kind and life has evolved 
through years. One should 
keep evolving for the best and 
should never stop learning. 
You can never know it all and 
that is the beauty of it to keep 
learning until you master your 
craft,” added Warda.

The Times Square Exhi-
bition added to the fantastic 
history of Times Square by 
showcasing art digitally on 
Broadway Plaza, located above 
one of Times Square’s main pe-
destrian plazas. The display was 
installed just outside H&M’s 
Times Square flagship location 
at 151 West 42nd Street. 

The Broadway Plaza gets 
consumers and business pro-
fessionals who come to the 
area for the gourmet food 
stands. The visitors coming 
to the area interact with the 
street performances that oc-
cur directly below the Broad-
way Plaza Digital sign.Warda’s 
interview was broadcast live 
on television channel Lahore 
News’ programme ‘Jaago La-
hore’ on June 23. One can 
view her interview on You-
Tube : https://youtu.be/
SafQRuX1AKI.

Warda’s Instagram is @
wardaranaart while her email 
ID is wardaranaart@gmail.
com

Warda Rana

Pakistan’s Nishaan Group showcases its  
upcoming projects at Cityscape Qatar 2022
P

AKISTAN’S Nishaan 
Group showcased its 
upcoming projects 
at the 10th edition of 
Cityscape Qatar held 

at Doha Exhibition and Conven-
tion Centre (DECC) recently.

More than 60 exhibitors from 
Pakistan, Cyprus, Egypt, Turkey, 
the UAE, the UK and Qatar gath-
ered at the expo to discuss the 
region’s real estate industry and 
unveil a variety of prominent de-
velopmental projects. 

“This was a huge step forward 
in bringing international recogni-
tion towards the developmental 
projects taking place in Pakistan. 
Nishaan Group introduced two 
of its biggest and most illustrious 
projects -- Nishaan Housing So-
ciety and Pakeeza Mall of Phalia 
at Mandi Bahauddin,” said Group 
Chairman Mahar Muhammad 
Buksh Lak.

Pakeeza Mall is the second big-
gest approved mall of Punjab and 

one of the biggest commercial pro-
jects at the national level. Where 
Pakeeza Mall focuses on providing 
an outstanding commercial expe-
rience, Nishaan Housing Society 
sets out to maintain the highest 
standards of living for its resi-
dents, offering best-in-class amen-

ities and world class facilities like 
hospitals, schools and parks etc.

“Several deals and partner-
ships were finalised during the 
event. Nishaan Group was one of 
the established Pakistan-based 
real estate companies to represent 
the country on such a large scale. 

Participants were thrilled with the 
projects and the potential of Ni-
shaan,” remarked Managing Di-
rector Hafiz Muhammad Talha.

Nishaan Group also hosted a 
presentation followed by a dinner 
at Century Hotel Doha at the end 

of the event where professionals 
from different industries, such as 
engineering, medicine and busi-
ness development, joined in and 
showed a keen interest in the pro-
jects covered by Nishaan Group. 

“It was a complete win-win sit-

uation for Nishaan as we secured 
a lot of offers and several inves-
tors expressed their interest in 
investing with us. Established in-
ternational business groups, such 
as Mehndi Group, Al-Ryan Group 
and Al-Jabrooti Group expressed 
an interest in joining hands and 
elevating real estate projects to-
gether. Securing international 
investments in our projects not 
only bodes well for Nishaan Group 
but also serves as a milestone to 
strengthen Pakistan’s economy,” 
added Executive Director Malik 
Muhammad Hasnain.

“Nishaan promises secure and 
efficient investment opportunities 
within one of the most successful 
assets in the financial industry. We 
invite investors to join us and be a 
part of the future,” declared Head 
of Sales Syed Adnan Shaukat.

For further information about the 
upcoming projects, one can contact: 
+923335777168, +923115997543 
and +923345785793.

Nishaan Group signed an agreement with a Turkish Company to build 2,000 
houses at its upcoming project.

Nishaan Group Chairman Mahar Muhammad Buksh Lak with Mohammad Yasin Al-Jabrooti.

Warda Rana’s artworks ‘Fragile like a bomb’ and ‘I am charging and 
you?’ showcased at Times Square NYC Exhibition.

Warda Rana’s artwork ‘I am charging and you?’ at Times Square NYC Exhibition at day time.

Warda Rana’s artwork ‘Fragile like a bomb’ at Times Square NYC Exhibition at night time.

A large number of potential investors visited Nishaan Group’s pavilion at 
Cityscape Qatar.

A participant enquires about the group’s upcoming projects at a presentation 
hosted by Nishaan Group for professionals at Century Hotel Doha.

Architect’s design of Pakeeza Mall of Phalia at Mandi Bahauddin.



The Last Word16 Wednesday, July 6, 2022

AMIR MEETS MALTA, MEXICO AMBASSADORS

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met separately with Ambassador of Malta HE Charles Sultana and Ambassador of Mexico HE Graciela Gomez Garcia, who called on him on the occasion of the end of their tenure in the 
country, in his office at the Amiri Diwan on Tuesday. HH the Amir wished the two ambassadors success in their future tasks, and further development and improvement in relations between Qatar and their two countries. For their part, the two am-
bassadors thanked HH the Amir and the state officials for the cooperation they received that contributed to the success of their work in the country. (QNA)

Qatar Foundation to train 
accessibility volunteers 
for FIFA WC Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation (QF) will re-
cruit and train specialist accessi-
ble volunteers to support the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Volunteer 
Programme in the delivery of the 
most accessible FIFA World Cup to 
date. 

Interested individuals can regis-
ter on qatar2022.qa/volunteers and 
must enter the code VOLQF under 
the “Partner/Affiliation Code” option 
on page 3 of the application form to 
indicate their interest in becoming an 
accessibility volunteer. The registra-
tion deadline is July 31.

Accessibility volunteers will re-
ceive FIFA core training, and addi-
tional training on accessibility and 
inclusivity, to create a welcoming 
environment for differently-abled 
football fans.

Commenting on the value vol-
unteers bring to such events, Ryan 
Moignard, Special Needs Football 
Coach at Qatar Foundation (QF), 
said: “Volunteers are key to the suc-
cess of all mega-events and much 
more so at events that have people 
with accessibility needs in attend-
ance. They play an integral role in 
ensuring the health and safety of 
those involved. I would go as far as 
saying volunteering to support peo-
ple with accessibility needs is one of 
the most impactful forms of volun-
teering one can do.”

Accessible volunteers will assist 
with visitor experience throughout 
the FIFA Fan Fest in Al Bidda Park, 
within sensory havens in the Global 
Street Carnival on the Corniche, and 

as fans make their way to matches in 
Education City Stadium.

34-year-old Tom Eastham, a 
marine fuel specialist at Qatargas, 
has been volunteering to support 
the delivery of the ability-friendly 
football sessions offered at QF since 
early 2022 and has over eight years 
of experience volunteering with 
people with a wide variety of dis-
abilities.

He said: “When I volunteer, I like 
to be fully involved, and when you 
are working with a group of people 
that need additional attention, being 
hands-on is exactly what you get out 
of it. When you volunteer elsewhere, 
you can sometimes feel like a bit of 
a spare part and feel like you’re not 
adding much value, whereas volun-
teering with people with additional 
needs is exactly the opposite. Our 
presence as volunteers can make or 
break the experience for someone 
with special needs, and that’s what 
inspires me to keep doing it.”

QF’s training programme part-
nership with FIFA for accessible 
volunteers reflects its mission which 
is built around empowering people 

by opening up opportunities for par-
ticipation, involvement, and discov-
ery for all.

QF is actively supporting the 
delivery of integrated accessibil-
ity for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
through the development of sen-
sory spaces for all individuals who 
may require sensory regulation and 
a calm area of respite, building lo-
cal capacity and expertise through 
training of accessibility volunteers, 
audio descriptive support, auditing 
fan areas for accessibility standards, 
and implementation of an accessible 
events experience.

For Sabika Shaban, a mother of 
two disabled children aged seven and 
11, the news of dedicated accessibility 
volunteers brings great relief. 

She said: “Knowing that there will 
be an entire task force at the games 
that is able to interact, understand 
and support people with accessibility 
needs gives me a lot more confidence 
to take my children to the game. It 
makes me feel like my kids would 
actually be welcome and that if some-
thing happens and we need help, we 
won’t be on our own.”

Tanzania tour helps QF’s QAD primary students nurture a sustainable mindset
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

DOHA 

A GROUP of grade V students 
from Qatar Foundation’s (QF) 
Qatar Academy Doha (QAD) vis-
ited Tanzania for an internation-
al learning experience to learn 
about sustainability, where they 
interacted with the community 
of Mount Meru and the sustain-
able community of Africa Amini. 

The students also visited the 
communities’ local school and 
learned about their vision for 
a greener future and how they 
were taking action towards a 
more sustainable future. 

Assistant Principal, Qatar 
Academy Doha Primary School 
and Eco-Schools Evaluator for 
Qatar, Elizabeth Kennedy, said, 
“Our students were inspired by 
the process their students led 
in recycling local plastic waste 
to create new buttons, rulers, 
cups and items to sell in the lo-
cal market. For our students to 
be immersed in a community 
where plastic bags are already 
banned and witness alternative 
solutions, that is, cloth bags, 
bag leave wrapping, was truly 
inspiring. Our students are ex-
cited and inspired to support 
Qatar towards a greener future.”

Kennedy said that sustain-
ability was essential element of 

21st century education and as 
educators they played a vital role 
in ensuring environmental edu-
cation is a thread that weaves 
their student’s conceptual un-
derstanding together. 

“Our students must be nur-
tured to cultivate a sustainable 
mindset that understands the 
immediacy of environmental 
awareness, agency and the role 
activism plays in their daily 
lives. Sustainability is more 
than sowing the seeds of to-
morrow. It is understanding 
and taking the actions needed 
to foster harmony, connection 
and growth. The empowerment 
of our children and the devel-
opment of their knowledge and 
skills will undoubtedly support 

them today and set the course 
toward a more sustainable fu-
ture,” she said.

She reiterated that sustain-
ability in education provides a 
lens which amplifies and deep-
ens the ethical value of their 
students by connecting to their 
cultural, personal and religious 
values and that the students 
come from strong values and 
ethics rooted in sustainable 
practices and beliefs. 

“Our role as educators is to 
support our students to see how 
their beliefs and values connect 
to how the world works. As these 
values are an important part of 
who they are and how sustain-
ability is vital to the betterment 
of society. A solid education en-

compasses empowering youth 
agency and action to lend a 
hand, unite their voices and lead 
from a place of strong ethical 
values and beliefs,” she said.

Kennedy said that they have 
managed to integrate sustain-
ability in the classroom suc-
cessfully and one of the most 
impactful steps they took as 
a learning community was to 
change their school’s mission 
and vision, over two years ago, 
to include the importance of 
fostering students who demon-
strate environmental conscious-
ness, as well as responsible citi-
zens who are both locally rooted 
and globally connected. 

According to her, they have 
worked hard as a learning 

community to enrich learning 
through the lens of sustainabili-
ty and the first step towards suc-
cessfully weaving sustainability 
into their classroom was to lis-
ten to the students’ questions, 
wonders, worries and interests. 

“Nurture and support 
the empowerment of student 
agency and voice by allowing 
students to develop their under-
standing of sustainability while 
strengthening their values, skills 
and knowledge. My best advice 
is to slow down and be in the 
moment with your students, for 
it is in the moments that knowl-
edge, curiosity and change all 
can spark.  As a school, Qatar 
Academy Doha continues to 
evolve and increase our implicit 

and explicit sustainability cur-
riculum. We are currently in 
the process of formally adopt-
ing Sustainable Educational 
standards into our curriculum 
framework to strengthen both 
our educational practices and 
purpose,” Kennedy added.

Talking about ways to en-
courage students to consider 
sustainability careers, Kennedy 
said that through various pas-
sion projects and initiatives, 
their school aims to connect 
the students with leaders and 
mentors in our community, for 
instance the Human Library is 
one way they foster and mentor 
the students towards sustain-
able careers. 

She said, “Through working 
with researchers, entrepreneurs 
and leaders in our community 
we have sparked curiosity and 
lit a passion for the environ-
ment that has led to many of 
our students working on com-
munity projects through the 
lens of sustainability. Another 
way we supported our students 
to consider sustainable careers 
was through our collaboration 
on World Environment Day 
where we brought our students 
to an event in collaboration with 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
called Sustainable Futures. 

“During this event, our stu-

dents met with leading local 
researchers, entrepreneurs and 
business leaders whose careers 
have been shaped and directed 
by their deep values for support-
ing a more sustainable future. 
This was an impactful way to 
allow our students to see that 
they can be anything they want 
to be in the future while allow-
ing their value of sustainability 
to positively impact the future.”

Since sustainability was 
added to the curriculum a few 
years ago, Qatar Academy Doha 
Primary School plays a defin-
ing role in nurturing children’s 
mindsets and supporting the 
development of healthy, sus-
tainable habits through the ap-
proach of model, inquire, foster 
knowledge, and support the stu-
dents to find their passion and 
lead by example. 

Kennedy said, “We hope 
that through our dynamic ap-
proach to sustainability our 
students will find multiple path-
ways to develop their aware-
ness and confidence to be the 
change-makers our world 
needs. Through collaboration 
with staff, students, parents and 
the larger community we look 
to the future with excitement 
knowing our approach will con-
tinue to transform our school, 
students, and world. 

Transport management 
for mega events in focus 
at Qatar Rail annual meet

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN the context of its continued de-
velopmental efforts in preparation 
for hosting the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, Qatar Rail held its annual 
meeting for staff, partners and con-
sultants on the topic of ‘Transport 
Management for Mega Events’.

The meeting was held in the pres-
ence of Minister of Transport HE 
Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti and 
Minister of Municipality and Man-
aging Director and CEO of the Qatar 
Railways Company HE Dr Abdulla 
bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie.

During the meeting, HE Min-
ister Al-Sulaiti pointed out the es-
sential role the multimodal public 
transit network plays, and how it 
presents a coherent, sustainable 
transit unit characterised by high 
operational efficiency including 
the public bus system, the Doha 
Metro network and Lusail Tram 
and which covers all areas across 
the country.

He also stressed the importance 
of the Doha Metro alongside other 
means of public transportation for 
supporting mega events and for their 
success particularly sports events like 
the Amir Cup finals, the 2019 Ara-
bian Gulf Cup, the FIFA Club World 
Cup 2019 & 2020 and the 2021 FIFA 
Arab Cup. 

He affirmed such a great perfor-
mance will definitely continue dur-
ing the upcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 within the framework of 

the transportation plans that aim at 
providing an exceptional, safer, more 
coherent and more flexible experi-
ence for visitors and fans, by helping 
them to reach their residences, sta-
diums, service facilities and tourist 
landmarks across the country easily. 

In turn, HE Dr Abdulla Bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie 
said: “We are pleased to have held 
this important meeting, which 
comes four months before FIFA 
World Cup 2022. The Readiness 
Townhall discussions were very 
productive and fruitful as we dis-
cussed Qatar Rail’s readiness and 
preparations taking into account 
the main challenges for the 2022 
World Cup.

“Overall, the Townhall came with 
Qatar Rail’s efforts to intensify the 
collaboration between all involved 
parties, bringing about subject mat-
ter expertise to understand the best 
practices and learn from challenges 
faced by previous mega events host-
ed around the world, as we get ready 
to host the World Cup.”

The volunteers will play a key role in ensuring a memorable fan experience


