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REPRESENTATIVES of the 
32 teams that have qualified 
for the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 have congregated 
together as a group in Qatar 
for the first time. Managers, 
team doctors and media of-
ficers from the 32 qualified 
teams are in Doha for a series 
of workshops designed to pro-
vide a closer look at stadiums, 
training facilities and the op-
erational details of the tourna-
ment, which is set to kick off 
on 21 November.

Addressing the team del-
egations shortly after their ar-
rival, FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said: “The goal of 
our gathering is to present 
you with updates on opera-
tional matters and to give you 
a chance to raise any questions 
or issues that you have with ex-
perts across the respective are-
as of FIFA. It is a collaboration 
that we greatly appreciate.”

The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022™ will be held in the 
Arab world for the first time, 
with the final match set to be 
played at the 80,000-seater 
Lusail Stadium on 18 Decem-
ber. Seven other stadiums will 
also be used for the tourna-
ment, which will be the most 
compact in modern history, 
with the greatest distance be-
tween any two stadiums being 
75 kilometres.

Also speaking to the dele-
gations was Nasser Al Khater, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
LLC: “Over the last decade, 
Qatar has hosted over 600 
regional and international 
sporting events, including the 

FIFA Club World Cup on two 
occasions, and our major test 
event, the FIFA Arab Cup. 
These tournaments in particu-
lar have helped us to prepare 
for the greatest show on Earth 
– the FIFA World Cup – and 

prepare for your arrival in un-
der 140 days’ time.”

“I am delighted to be able 
to report that all our stadiums 
and training sites are ready 
and being tested with various 
events ahead of the big kick-

off later this year. Meanwhile, 
final touches are being applied 
to our national infrastructure, 
operational tournament plan-
ning, and the amazing fan ex-
perience that Qatar will offer 
fans from around the world,” 

Al Khater added.
In addition to conducting 

visits to team hotels and team 
training bases, the participat-
ing delegates also participated 
in a number of sessions on 
a variety of topics including 

security, transportation and 
football technology and refer-
eeing.

Tickets for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™  will be 
made available on a first come 
first served basis on Tues-

day 5 July, starting at 12pm 
Doha time. Ticketholders are 
encouraged to book their ac-
commodation, and apply for 
Hayya as soon as possible. 

Visit http://qatar2022.qa/
tickets to learn more.

Qualified teams participate in Team Workshop 
in Doha ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
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FORMER champion Simona 
Halep dismantled fourth seed 
Paula Badosa to reach the 
Wimbledon quarter-finals 
with a statement win.

The Romanian, back at 
Wimbledon - and on Centre 
Court - for the first time since 
her title triumph in 2019, 
steamrollered a nervous look-
ing Badosa 6-1, 6-2 in just 59 
minutes.

Spaniard Badosa had beat-
en another former winner, Pe-
tra Kvitova, in round three but 
found Halep too hot to handle.

Halep motored through 
the first set in just 23 minutes 
and there was no let-up in the 
second as the 30-year-old - 
who did not play at Wimble-
don last year due to injury - 
took her winning streak at the 
tournament to 11 matches.

“I think I played a great 
match, she’s a great player but 
I enjoyed a lot being back on 
Centre Court,” said Halep.

“I’m really pleased with the 
way I have played this tourna-

ment so far, day by day it’s 
getting better and I’m looking 
forward to the next one and 
giving my best again.” 

Halep joined the parade of 
former champions on Sunday 
to celebrate Centre Court’s 
centenary.

She added: “I missed a lot 
playing here for three years, 
it’s very special to be back.

“I was here yesterday with 

the other champions, and I 
was more nervous yesterday 
than today.” 

Halep, seeded 16, will meet 
American 20th seed Amanda 
Anisimova after she ended the 
fairytale run of Harmony Tan 
- who beat Serena Williams in 
the first round - 6-2, 6-3.

Moscow-born Elena Ry-
bakina is also through after 
beating Petra Martic of Croa-

tia 7-5, 6-3.
Rybakina, 23, is able to 

compete at Wimbledon de-
spite the ban on Russian play-
ers as she switched allegiance 
to Kazakhstan in 2018.

The 17th seed has yet to 
drop a set this fortnight and 
said: “I’m really happy that all 
these matches, I managed to 
win in two sets.

“I’m enjoying my time 

here now because I didn’t have 
much expectation. I didn’t 
have good preparation.

“I didn’t start the grass sea-
son well in two other tourna-
ments but I knew that the sur-
face suits my game very good 
and in the end I’m just trying 
to enjoy every match I play.” 

Rybakina will play un-
seeded Australian Ajla Toml-
janovic, who beat Iga Swiatek’s 

conqueror Alize Cornet of 
France 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Anisimova ends Tan’s run to 
make first Wimbledon QF
The 20th seed Amanda Anisi-
mova powered past France’s 
Harmony Tan 6-2, 6-3 to book 
a place in her first Wimbledon 
quarter-final and first major 
quarter-final since her run to the 
2019 Roland Garros semi-finals. 

The last American woman 
in the draw, Anisimova is now 
an impressive 29-9 on the sea-
son, the fourth-best record on 
the Hologic WTA Tour behind 
Iga Swiatek, Ons Jabeur, and 
Simona Halep. 

She backed up her tough 
three-set win over French 
Open finalist Coco Gauff by 
playing disciplined, powerful 
tennis to keep Tan at bay. 

Tan, 24, was just the third 
woman to beat Serena Wil-
liams in the first two rounds 
of a major and advance to the 
second week. 

She needed just 51 minutes 
to get past Katie Boulter in the 
previous round but could not 
get her unpredictable game 
going in the face of Anisimo-
va’s big striking. 

The 20-year-old Ameri-
can overpowered Tan’s crafty 
all-court game in 74 minutes, 
striking 28 winners to 18 un-
forced errors in the match. Tan 
struck nine winners and 12 un-
forced errors, generating just 
two break points in the match. 
Anisimova coolly saved both to 
go unbroken on the day. 

Prior to this year, Wim-
bledon was the only Slam at 
which Anisimova had yet to 
reach the third round. Her 
best result was a second-round 
showing in 2019. 

Halep blitzes Badosa to return to Wimbledon quarter-finals
Former champion  
to face Anisimova  

in semis
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Nasser Al Khater, CEO of Qatar 2022, Mattas Grafstrom, FIFA Deputy Secretary-General, Arsene Wenger, FIFA Chief of Global Football Development, and others are seen during the Team Workshop for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 at Hotel St. Regis in Doha on Monday. With less than 140 days until the opening of an event Qatar wants to be “amazing”, Al Khater pledged to ensure “all the conditions are optimum for excellent 
football come the 2022 World Cup”. The seminar briefs team staff on logistics, security, playing conditions and refereeing. Representatives also have the opportunity to observe the preparation of stadiums and visit 
hotels and training grounds ahead of the tournament’s opening match on 21 November. 

All 32 participating 
teams congregate in 

Qatar for the first time 
with less than 140 
days to go until the 

FIFA World Cup  
Qatar 2022

Romania’s Simona Halep celebrates winning against Spain’s Paula Badosa in the round of 16 women’s 
singles of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. Halep won 6-1, 6-2. (AFP)

US player Amanda Anisimova celebrates beating France’s Harmony 
Tan at Wimbledon on Monday. Anisimova won 6-2, 6-3. (AFP)
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RAFAEL Nadal’s adjustment 
period is over at Wimbledon — 
if there was any doubt. For the 
second match running, he pro-
duced some of his best tennis to 
advance in straight sets against 
a seeded opponent, fending off 
a late comeback attempt.

The Spaniard closed Mon-
day’s play on Centre Court 
with a 6-4, 6-2, 7-6(6) victory 
against 21st seed Botic van 
de Zandschulp, securing his 
spot in the quarter-finals for 
his third consecutive appear-
ance at SW19. After reaching 
his eighth quarter-final at The 
Championships, he will look to 
reach his third semi-final in as 
many tries when he takes on 
11th-seeded American Taylor 
Fritz on Wednesday.

“I continued in a positive 
way,” he said. “I think, until 
the end (when) I played a bad 
game at 5-3, (it) had been a 
very positive match against a 
difficult opponent. Botic has 
been improving unbelievably 
in the last year, so huge con-
gratulations to him this amaz-
ing improvement.

“In a personal way, after 
all the things that happened 
the last couple of months, to 
be able to be in the quarter-fi-
nals at Wimbledon after three 
years without playing here 
[since 2019], it’s amazing for 
me, so [I’m] very, very happy.”

This contest was more 
nervy than his third-round 
win against Lorenzo Sonego, 
who broke for the first time 
late in the third set before Na-
dal snapped back to claim a 
6-4 final set.

Against van de Zands-
chulp, the Spaniard failed to 
serve out the match at 5-3 and 
led 6/3 in the tie-break before 
claiming victory on his fourth 
match point when an over-
head flew just wide. Despite 
the delay, Nadal finished off 
the match in a swift two hours, 
21 minutes, before fading day-
light could prompt the closure 
of the Centre Court roof.

Nadal brushed off two lost 
return games in the final set 
— his only blemishes in the 
match — with a dominant per-
formance in the tie-break.The 
36-year-old earned a crucial 
mini-break midway through 
the tie-break by moving van 
de Zandschulp all around the 
backcourt in a lengthy, lung-
busting rally, with the Dutch-
man missing a drop shot as his 
legs began to fade.

Earlier in the set, the Span-
iard played one of his best 
games of the match to break 
for 4-2, hitting two cross-court 
backhand passes to edge in 
front. After tracking down a 
tough volley to fire the first, 
an incredulous van de Zands-
chulp gazed back in disbelief. 
The second relied more on 
touch than power and resulted 
in a lawnmower celebration 
from the Spaniard, who re-
peatedly pumped his fist.

Nadal is bidding to com-
plete the third leg of the Grand 
Slam — winning all four ma-
jors in the same season — by 
winning his third Wimbledon 
crown and a record-extending 
23rd major men’s singles title. 
He has never before entered 
The Championships with the 
Australian Open and Roland 
Garros trophies in tow.

Nadal survives tense third set to 
reach last eight; plays Fritz next
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NICK Kyrgios extended a per-
fect record in five-set Wimble-
don encounters as he defeated 
Brandon Nakashima to make 
the last eight.

The outspoken Kyrgios has 
made plenty of headlines so 
far at Wimbledon, and had to 
battle hard against 20-year-
old American Nakashima on 
Centre Court on Monday, two 
days after his ill-tempered 
clash with Stefanos Tsitsipas.

That win over the world 
number five took four sets, 
but Kyrgios needed all five this 
time around, eventually pre-
vailing 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-2), 3-6, 
6-2.

The victory sent Kyrgios 
into the last eight at Wimble-
don for the second time, after 
he reached the same stage by 
beating Rafael Nadal in 2014, 
while it is only the third time 
in the Australian’s career that 
he has progressed to a Grand 
Slam quarter-final, having last 
done so in Melbourne in 2015.

It also kept up Kyrgios’ 
100% record of winning Wim-

bledon matches that have gone 
to five sets, with the 27-year-
old now 6-0 in that regard, 
with two of those victories 
coming at this year’s edition of 
the major.

“First I want to say hell of 
an effort from Brandon, he’s 
20 years old and he’s going to 
do some special things that’s 
for sure,” said Kyrgios, who 
needed medical attention on 

a shoulder injury during the 
tie, in his on-court interview.

“[It was] nowhere near my 
best performance, but I fought 
through, the crowd were 
amazing. I have played a lot of 

tennis in the last month and a 
half. His level didn’t drop. My 
five-set level is pretty good and 
I’ve been here before, done it 
before and that is what I was 
thinking about.” 

The only disappointment 
from Kyrgios’ point of view was 
missing out on an all-Australi-
an quarter-final against Alex 
de Minaur, who squandered a 
two-set lead as he went down 
2-6, 5-7, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4, 7-6 (10-
6) to Cristian Garin, who be-
came the first Chilean player to 
reach the last eight of a grand 
slam since Fernando Gonzalez 
at the US Open in 2009.

Any nerves are nothing 
that a stiff drink will not fix for 
Kyrgios, however.

“I was really excited to play 
De Minaur to be honest, he’s 
been flying the Aussie flag for 
so long and he was two sets 
up when I came on court,” he 
said. “I need a large glass of 
wine tonight for sure.

“I stepped out here 
amongst the greatest of all 
time and I beat Nadal [in 
2014]. All these experiences 
that I’ve had got me over the 
line today.”

Kyrgios advances to QF with 5-set win over Nakashima

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios returns the ball to Brandon Nakashima of the US during their round of 16 men’s 
singles match of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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NICK Kyrgios and Stefanos 
Tsitsipas have been handed 
fines for their actions during a 
fiery Wimbledon clash where 
the former was accused of be-
ing a “bully”.

The pair played out an ill-
tempered third round encoun-
ter on Court One that saw the 
Australian come from behind 
to defeat the fourth seed in a 6-7 
(2-7), 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (9-7) win.

The pair traded furious 
remarks afterwards, with the 
Greek accusing his rival of 
having an “evil side”, while 
Kyrgios called his opponent 

“soft” and suggested he is dis-
liked by his fellow players.

Now, the duo have been 
handed financial penalties, 
with Kyrgios charged $4,000 
for an audible obscenity 
and Tsitsipas slapped with a 
$10,000 fine for unsports-
manlike conduct.

It is the second fine of the 
tournament for Kyrgios, who 
was sanctioned for an incident 
in his opening clash with Brit-
ain’s Paul Jubb.

The Australian - who expe-
rienced grand-slam glory on 
home soil in the men’s doubles 
earlier this year - will now face 
Brandon Nakashima in a last-
16 tie.

Kyrgios and Tsitsipas fined 
after ill-tempered showdown
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SORE loser Jelena Ostapenko 
was booed off court at Wim-
bledon and claimed opponent 
Tatjana Maria was “lucky” af-
ter her fourth-round defeat.

Latvian Ostapenko, a for-
mer French Open champion, 
threw a water bottle at her 
chair which fell over as she 
stormed away following a 5-7 
7-5 7-5 loss in which she wast-
ed two match points.

She said: “I thought it was 
my match, I had to win it, and 
she got just so lucky in some mo-
ments so she could come back.

“I felt I was the player who 
had to win this match today.

“Of course I’m really dis-
appointed because if I lost 
against an amazing player who 
just beat me in a great match 
... but I just lost my match.

“I just made mistakes. She 
just collected all my mistakes, 
unforced errors, and that’s 
how she won today.” The 
Court One crowd were unim-
pressed by Ostapenko’s bad-
tempered exit and made their 
feelings clear.

“I mean, it’s always annoy-
ing to lose such a match, espe-
cially when you know you were 

a better player and you were a 
favourite in this match,” she 
added.

“So of course I had emo-
tion. I’m a human, and it’s 
normal. I’m not going to let it 
go and say, ‘it’s fine, I lost, and 
it’s fine’.

“No, it’s not fine. Obvi-
ously I’m an emotional player. 
I hate losing, as I said before, 
because I’m such a competi-
tive person.

“So I think it’s normal. 
I mean, of course maybe I 
shouldn’t have done this, but 
it’s easy to say from the out-
side, when you are not on my 
place, it’s easy to judge.” 

Maria, a 34-year-old 
mother-of-two from Germany, 
reached her first Grand Slam 
quarter-final.

She said: “I’m now in the 
quarter-final of Wimbledon, 
so it’s really amazing for me. 
This means also that you al-
ways have to keep going.

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are, doesn’t matter how 
many kids you have, you just 
have to keep going and to be-
lieve in yourself.” 

German number four Ma-
ria will face compatriot Jule 
Niemeier for a place in the 
semi-finals.

Ostapenko fumes after defeat, 
brands opponent ‘lucky’
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Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Netherlands’ Botic Van De Zandschulp during their round of 16 men’s singles match on the eighth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Champion-
ships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. Nadal won 6-4, 6-2, 7-6 (6). (AFP)

Djokovic relieved to get job done just before curfew
STATS PERFORM/DPA
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NOVAK Djokovic beat Tim 
van Rijthoven on Sunday to 
take his place in the Wimble-
don quarter-finals, and was 
very relieved to get the job 
done ahead of the 23:00BST 
curfew.

World number one Djoko-
vic saw off the Wimbledon 
debutant 6-2, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 on 
Centre Court to set up an in-
triguing last-eight clash with 
Jannik Sinner.

The contest did not go all 
the defending champion’s 
way, however, as Van Rij-
thoven’s display in the second 
set suggested Djokovic would 
have to dig deep.

But the Serb’s response 
was emphatic as he went on 
drop just three games in the 
following two sets, blowing the 

25-year-old Dutchman away 
impressively to reach a 13th 

Wimbledon quarter-final.
It was also Djokovic’s 25th 

successive win at Wimbledon, 
a sequence that has only ever 
been bettered three times 
in SW19.

For a while there seemed 
to be a real threat of Van Ri-
jthoven taking the match into 
a second day, with the curfew 
looming.

Djokovic suggested he was 
not entirely aware of the dead-
line, and that only increased 
his relief after clinching vic-
tory with 22 minutes to spare.

Speaking on court after-
wards, Djokovic said: “I don’t 
know if there was a curfew, 
11pm? Is that still on? Okay, 
phew! “I am lucky, I am lucky. 
It’s only 20 minutes, too, so 
I’m lucky. I have had some 
previous experience of playing 
a match over two days under 
the roof against [Rafael] Nadal 
some years ago, and it’s never 
really pleasant if you can’t fin-

ish the match the same day.
“I am glad I did and now I 

am just looking forward to the 
next challenge.” 

Specifically on Van Rij-
thoven, Djokovic added: “He 
was very tough, he’s kind of a 
new face on the tour and actu-
ally won his first ATP match in 
the tournament he won a few 
weeks ago in his country, beat-
ing players in top five, top 10 
in the world.

“He was on a streak on this 
surface, so I knew it wasn’t go-
ing to be easy with that serve 
and a lot of talent, great touch 
and a powerful forehand. He 
can do a lot of damage.

“It took me a little bit of 
time to get used to his pace, 
and the conditions under the 
roof are a little bit different, a 
bit slippery, so it takes a bit of 
adjusting, but overall I closed 
out the match well.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Netherlands’ Tim van 
Rijthoven during their round of 16 men’s singles match at the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Rafael Nadal has now played in 350 singles matches 
at Grand Slam events, becoming just the third man to 
do so in the Open Era, behind fellow greats Novak 
Djokovic (378) and Roger Federer (429).

He has won his first 18 grand slam matches in 2022. 
In the Open Era, only Djokovic (last year) and Rod 
Laver (1969) have won more matches at the majors 
from the start of the season.
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ZHOU Guanyu is set to re-
turn to his Alfa Romeo cockpit 
at next weekend’s Austrian 
Grand Prix - just five days af-
ter he was involved in one of 
the most spectacular crashes 
in recent memory.

The 23-year-old Chinese 
rookie revealed he is “keener 

than ever” to get back behind 
the wheel of his Formula One 
machine after he emerged 
unscathed from a horrendous 
opening-corner accident at 
Silverstone.

Zhou ended up trapped 
between a steel barrier and 
metal catch fencing after he 
was flipped upside down and 
out of control at 160mph.

But after he was extracted 

from his wrecked car, and 
taken to the on-track medi-
cal centre, Zhou was declared 
medically fit by the FIA.

It is not anticipated that he 
will have to undergo any addi-
tional tests to prove he is ready 
to race next weekend.

“Hi everyone and thank 
you for all the kind messages,” 
tweeted Zhou on Monday. “I 
want to to thank the marshals 

and the medical team at Sil-
verstone - they were really 
fantastic.

“I’m keener than ever to 
get back on track. See you 
guys in Austria.” Numerous 
videos posted to social media 
by shocked fans in the Abbey 
grandstand captured the full 
force of the jaw-dropping ac-
cident.

Zhou’s shunt marked an 
explosive start to the Silver-
stone race which also saw five 
people storm the track. It is 
understood the protesters, 
from the Just Stop Oil group, 
were regular ticket holders.

Former England striker 

Gary Lineker sided with the 
climate activists, who were 
detained by police, tweeting: 
“If it’s not already too late, his-
tory will look back very favour-
ably on these people.” But Sky 
F1 pundit, and former driver, 
Martin Brundle took umbrage 
with Lineker’s tweet, replying: 
“Gary please don’t encourage 
this reckless behaviour.

“They’d have been sliced 
into 100 pieces and fans, mar-
shals and drivers were wholly 
at risk of injury and death. We 
already had one lucky escape.

“I totally 100 per cent sup-
port freedom of speech and 
opinion, but do it responsibly.”

See you in Austria: Zhou ‘keener 
than ever’ to race after crash PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

THE protesters who stormed 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix 
remain in police custody after 
Formula One boss Stefano Do-
menicali labelled their actions 
as “dangerous and irresponsi-
ble.” Five men, aged between 
21 and 46, and two women, 20 
and 44, were arrested after the 
terrifying track invasion on 
the opening lap at Silverstone.

Although the incident was 
not shown on F1’s global tel-
evision feed, eyewitness foot-
age emerged of five people 
- understood to be represent-
ing climate activist group, Just 
Stop Oil - entering the circuit 
at the high-speed Wellington 
Straight. They then sat down 
on the tarmac.

The race had just been 
suspended following Zhou 
Guanyu’s horror first-corner 
crash, but a number of drivers 
sped by the quintet as they re-
turned to the pits. The protest-
ers were swiftly dragged away 
by marshals.

In his post-race press con-
ference, seven-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton de-
fended the activists.

He said: “Big up those 
guys. Big up the protesters.

“I love that people are 
fighting for the planet and we 
need more people like them.” 

Later on Instagram, the 
37-year-old wrote: “As we’ve 
seen today, this is a dangerous 
sport. I wasn’t aware of the 
protests today, and while I’ll 

always support those standing 
up for what they believe in, it 
must be done safely.

“Please don’t jump on to 
our race circuits to protest, 
we don’t want to put you in 
harm’s way.” F1 bosses and 
Silverstone officials had been 
alerted to a protest plot in the 
days leading up to the race by 
Northamptonshire Police.

It remains unclear how the 
protesters managed to breach 
security lines.

F1 CEO Domenicali said: 
“Everyone has the right to 
speak out on issues, but no 
one has the right to put lives 
in danger. The actions of a 
small group of people were 
completely irresponsible and 
dangerous.

“We shouldn’t be compla-
cent about the risk this posed 
to the safety of the drivers, 
marshals, fans and the indi-
viduals themselves.” 

But four-time world cham-
pion Sebastian Vettel, an en-
vironmental campaigner, ex-
pressed his sympathy towards 
the activists.

He said: “These people 
don’t act out of frustration, but 
they are desperate, and I very 
much sympathise with their 
fears and their anxieties which 
I think everybody who under-
stands the size of the problem 
that’s drifting towards us can 
understand.

“I also see the other side. 
Marshals are trying to stop 
people from doing these kind 
of things, and you are putting 
them, and the drivers, at risk.”

Silverstone protesters  
held after track invasion

Africa Cup of Nations 
moved from 2023 to 

January 2024
STATS PERFORM/DPA

THE next edition of the Africa 
Cup of Nations will take place 
in January and February 2024, 
rather than between June and 
July 2023, according to CAF 
president Patrice Motsepe.

Africa’s premier interna-
tional tournament was due to 
be held in Ivory Coast during 
the European off-season next 
year, but the threat of heavy 
flooding in the country at that 
time of year means it will again 
take place midway through 
the club campaign.   Speaking 
in the Moroccan capital Rabat, 
where a meeting of the CAF 
Executive Committee was tak-
ing place, Motsepe said: “We 
cannot take the risk.

“January is not the ideal 
time because of the European 
clubs, but it is the only choice 
we have.” 

In 2017 CAF announced its 
intention to play the tourna-
ment at the end of the Euro-
pean club season.

However, this year’s edi-

tion, won by Senegal in Febru-
ary, was twice rescheduled af-
ter being slated to start in both 
June 2021 and June 2022, ow-
ing to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and adverse weather condi-
tions in Cameroon.

The move is unlikely to 
be popular with several big-
name club coaches, with 
Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp 
one high-profile critic of the 
decision to play the most re-
cent tournament at the height 
of the European season.

CAF Secretary-General 
Veron Mosengo-Omba, how-
ever, insisted the contrasting 
weather conditions across the 
continent meant a permanent 
switch to a January-February 
tournament was not on the 
cards.

CAF also announced the 
creation of an African Super 
League on Sunday, with the 
first edition of the 24-team 
tournament, which will run 
alongside the African Champi-
ons League, slated to begin in 
August 2023. 

Alfa Romeo Chinese driver Zhou Guanyu skids across the track after a collision with Mercedes’ British 
driver George Russell (unseen) during the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing 
circuit in Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Zhou Guanyu signs autographs for fans as he arrives for the Formula 
One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in Silver-
stone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Barcelona complete signings 
of Christensen and Kessie

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

BARCELONA have announced 
the signing of Andreas Chris-
tensen on a free transfer from 
Chelsea.

The centre-back has 
moved to Camp Nou after his 
contract with Chelsea expired 
at the end of June.

Denmark international 
Christensen has agreed a 
four-year deal that includes 
a €500millon ($522.7million) 
buy-out clause.  Christensen 
had been linked with Barca 
for some time after it began 
to look likely he would not ex-
tend his stay in west London.

Barca president Joan 
Laporta confirmed on Satur-
day that Christensen’s deal 
would be officially completed 
and announced this week.

He becomes Barca’s second 
signing of the transfer window, 
with Franck Kessie’s move from 
Serie A champions Milan - also 
on a free transfer - having been 

confirmed earlier on Monday.
Christensen joined Chelsea 

from Brondby back in 2012 

and made his professional de-
but two years later, but it was 
only after a two-year loan spell 

with Borussia Monchenglad-
bach that his Blues career be-
gan to take off.

He has made 167 appear-
ances for the club in all compe-
titions, including 26 last sea-
son, scoring four goals in total.

A Champions League, Eu-
ropa League, Club World Cup 
and UEFA Super Cup winner 
in his Stamford Bridge career, 
Chelsea won 92 of the matches 
in which Christensen featured.

With Christensen and Kes-
sie on board, Barca’s focus 
seems to be on completing a 
move for Leeds United winger 
Raphinha.

Chelsea have reportedly 
agreed a fee with Leeds for 
the Brazil international, but 
Laporta insisted Raphinha has 
indicated he instead wishes to 
join Barca, who are hopeful of 
striking a deal despite their fi-
nancial issues.

Barca are also in talks with 
Ousmane Dembele over a new 
deal, with the France winger 
now a free agent, while Man-
chester United have an inter-
est in Blaugrana midfielder 
Frenkie de Jong.

Andreas Christensen.

Manchester City add 
Palermo to their  
network of clubs

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

Manchester City’s owners have 
added Italian outfit Palermo to 
their extensive network of clubs. 
The City Football Group an-
nounced on Monday they had 
acquired a majority stake in the 
Sicilian side, who won promo-
tion to Serie B last season.

Palermo become the 11th 
club fully under the CFG ban-
ner after City, New York City, 
Melbourne City, Yokohama 
F Marinos, Montevideo City 
Torque, Girona, Sichuan Jiu-
niu, Mumbai City, Lommel SK 
and Troyes.

The investment could en-
able to Palermo to continue 
their recent revival after years 
in the doldrums. Palermo were 
relegated from Serie A in 2017 
and were then forced to reform 
in Serie D after going bankrupt 
in 2019.

Dario Mirri, who has over-

seen the club’s rise from the 
fourth tier, will remain as presi-
dent and chairman.

CFG chief executive Fer-
ran Soriano said: “Palermo is 
a great and historic club with a 
strong and proud identity.

“We will work with Dario 
Mirri to continue his outstand-
ing work to grow Palermo sus-
tainably over the years ahead. 
This is a very special club, and 
our role will be to add value to 
all of the things which make it 
so special and steadily improve 
performance on and off the 
pitch, using our experience and 
know how.” 

CFG was formed in 2013 
as City owner Sheikh Mansour 
looked to expand his presence 
in the game. Mirri said: “We are 
so very happy to welcome City 
Football Group to Palermo. We 
wanted to find the right investor 
with a deep knowledge of foot-
ball to help to continue to take 
us forward. We’ve that in CFG.”

Arsenal complete signing of Man City striker Gabriel
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

GABRIEL Jesus says he was a 
fan of Arsenal as a boy because 
of Thierry Henry and will now 
follow in the Frenchman’s 
footsteps after joining the club 
from Manchester City.

The Brazil international 
has also been reunited with 
Mikel Arteta, who spent more 
than three years as Pep Guar-
diola’s assistant at City before 
taking the manager’s job at the 
Emirates Stadium.

Jesus, 25, is believed to 
have signed a five-year con-
tract in a reported £45million 
($54.5million) deal, having 
left City after scoring 95 goals 
in 236 appearances and win-
ning the Premier League four 
times, League Cup three times 
and the FA Cup.

“I followed Arsenal when I 
was young because of Henry,” 
he told arsenal.com.

“Obviously I didn’t follow 
too many European teams, but 
when I saw some of the play-
ers that played here, I was like 
“Wow, this club is big”.

“I’m so happy to sign for 

this big club. Since day one 
when I knew I could come to 
play for Arsenal, I was happy. 
I know the staff, I know some 
players, the Brazilian ones. 
I know there are a lot of top 
players.” Jesus hopes his rela-
tionship with Arteta will help 
him improve further.

“We spoke a couple of 
times about the club, the play-
ers, the project and the fu-
ture,” he added.

“I believe 100 per cent in 
Mikel. I had a very good time 
with him before, he’s a very 
good guy and a very good 
coach as well.

“He’s a very intelligent guy 
and was an amazing player, so 
if he knows something he can 
teach me or the young play-
ers.” 

Following the departure of 
Alexandre Lacazette after the 
expiry of his contract, Arse-
nal needed reinforcements up 
front and Arteta knew the man 
he wanted to come in.

“I’m very excited. The club 
has done a tremendous job to 
recruit a player of this stat-
ure,” said the Gunners boss.

“I know Gabriel personally 

very well, and we all know him 
well from his time in the Pre-
mier League and being really 
successful here.”

Boost for Wolves as 
Moutinho signs new deal 
Joao Moutinho has signed a 

new one-year deal at Wolves.
The 34-year-old midfield-

er, who was out of contract 
this summer, has ended the 
uncertainty surrounding his 
future.

Portugal international 
Moutinho is due to return 

for pre-season at the club’s 
Compton training ground on 
Wednesday.

Wolves technical director 
Scott Sellars said: “In Joao’s 
time at the club, he’s been vi-
tal, bringing real experience 
and quality to the group, so to 
get him re-signed is a massive 
boost for us all.

“With contracts, it’s about 
getting to a place where every-
body’s happy, the club and the 
player, and it isn’t always easy, 
but in the end what matters is 
the outcome and we’re very 
happy with it.

“He’s a huge influence in 
the dressing room, with the 
younger players, and sets 
standards that they follow. 
His and Bruno’s (Lage) rela-
tionship is very important. As 
a coach, you like players who 
can solve things on the pitch, 
and Joao is certainly one of 
them.” Moutinho joined from 
Monaco in 2018 and has made 
176 appearances, scoring five 
goals.

He made 34 top-flight 
starts for Lage’s side last sea-
son as Wolves finished 10th in 
the Premier League.

Gabriel Jesus. (PIC: TWITTER)
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ICC
BIRMINGHAM

JOE Root (76*) and Jonny 
Bairstow (72*) established a 
brilliant partnership to put the 
hosts in charge during their 
run chase of 378 on Monday.

Cheteshwar Pujara and 
Rishabh Pant had a solid start 
to day four, as India aimed to 
extend their lead. 

There was a more ag-
gressive intent from Pujara, 
but an attempted flashy 
cut against Stuart Broad 
cost him his wicket at 66 
while Shreyas Iyer perished 
against the short-ball ploy, 
with Matthew Potts getting 
his scalp for 19

Pant who crossed his half-
century, attempted a reverse 
sweep against Jack Leach but 
could not get the connection, 
walking back for 57. 

A procession then fol-
lowed, as the remainder of 
the Indian batters failed to 
contribute much to the cause. 

Skipper Ben Stokes would 
clean up the final three wick-
ets after lunch, as India were 
bowled out for 245. 

The target for England to 
chase down was 278.

England finally had a de-
cent start from their openers, 

as they immediately put the 
pressure on the Indian bowl-
ers. 

Zak Crawley looked solid, 
while Alex Lees was the ag-
gressor. 

Lees raced away to his 
fifty – only the second of his 
career – in just 44 deliveries 
as England’s score crossed 
the 100-run mark. 

The Indian bowlers failed 
to extract any exaggerated 
movement from the surface 
and were left firmly on the 
backfoot after the hosts’ ex-
cellent start with the bat. 

But it was their skipper 
Jasprit Bumrah, who deliv-
ered the goods once again, 

breaking the partnership by 
bowling Crawley out for 46 to 

break the stand. 
India continued their mo-

mentum, with Bumrah dis-
missing Ollie Pope the first 
ball after tea. 

The wicket helped him 
overtake Kapil Dev as the 
Indian pacer with the most 
wickets in a series in England 
(23). 

Lees was run-out for 56 
after a horrendous mix-up 
with Joe Root. 

India now had their tails 
up and England had to sur-
vive a tricky period. The ex-
perienced duo of Root and 
Jonny Bairstow did exactly 
that. 

The pair embarked on a 

150-run stand, regularly ro-
tating the strike while pun-
ishing the bad deliveries away 
for a boundary. 

Root brought up his 
half-century, as did Jonny 
Bairstow as they put England 
in a strong position to chase 
down the total on day five. 

The Indian pacers looked 
pretty ineffective against the 
brilliance of the pair, failing 
to trouble them as the runs 
continued to flow.  

England now need 119 
runs for a victory, while India 
will need to scalp seven wick-
ets to win the series.

Hosts need 119 
more runs for 

victory; India 7 
wickets

Root and Bairstow put England 
in command of mammoth chase

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

“SHOCKED” Tour de France 
organizers have sent their 
“sympathy and compassion” 
over Sunday’s shooting in Co-
penhagen, days after the city 
hosted the race’s Grand Depart.

At least three people were 
killed in the incident at a shop-
ping centre in the Danish capi-
tal, with several others injured.

Denmark has played host 
to the first three stages of the 
109th edition of the race this 
year.

“The Tour de France as-
sures the Danish people of its 
sympathy and compassion in 
this time,” a statement issued 

by organisers Amaury Sport 
Organisation (ASO) read.

“The Tour is extremely 
shocked and saddened to hear 
of what has happened in Co-
penhagen.

“The people of Copen-
hagen had given the peloton 
one of the greatest welcomes 
in the sport’s history, forging 
deep bonds with all its follow-
ers.

“The entire caravan of the 
Tour de France sends its sin-
cerest condolences to the vic-
tims and their families.” 

The next stage of the Tour 
de France will run on July 5, 
with riders taking on a hilly 
stage between Dunkirk and 
Calais.

Tour de France organizers offer condolences

ICC
DOMINICA

ROVMAN Powell helped West 
Indies put together a big score 
at home and Bangladesh fell 
short in reply as the hosts 
claimed the series lead in the 
second T20I at Windsor Park, 
Roseau in Dominica on Sun-
day.

The West Indies got even 
contributions from a couple 
of players in their top-order, 

but it was the big hitting of 
Rovman Powell late in the in-
nings that ultimately proved 
the difference between the two 
teams.

Powell came to the crease 
in the 13th over with the score 
at 100/3 and produced some 
superb late-order hitting to 
help West Indies amass a mas-
sive score of 193/5 from their 
20 overs.

The talented right-hander 
took 23 from one Shakib Al 

Hasan over and ended up with 
a total of six maximums from 
his entertaining 28-ball knock 
that netted an unbeaten 61

It was no surprise that Pow-
ell was later named Player of the 
Match for his batting efforts.

Bangladesh needed to 
score at almost 10 runs an over 
to claim victory and veteran 
all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan 
certainly played his part as he 
contributed an unbeaten 68.

The issue was he received 
little support from his team-
mates as wickets fell at regular 
intervals and Bangladesh fell 
some 35 runs short of victory.

It was the Bangladesh top-
order that failed to fire, with 
openers Anamul Haque (3) 
and Liton Das (5) going cheap-
ly and skipper Mahmudullah 
(11) not fairing much better 
after coming in at No.4.

A 55-run stand between 
Shakib and Afif Hossain (34) 
provided the visitors with a 
glimmer of hope, but West In-
dies’ captain Nicholas Pooran 
rotated his bowlers well to 
ensure the victory target was 
never seriously threatened.

With the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup just months away, 
West Indies are quietly put-
ting together a decent squad 
that may surprise a few in 
Australia.

Pooran is impressing in 
his role as captain, while the 
likes of Rovman Powell and 
Romario Shepherd provide 
that late order hitting we have 
come accustomed to from 
strong West Indies sides over 
the years.

Their bowling attack is de-
cent too, with Hayden Walsh’s 
leg-spin providing the perfect 
support act to a bevy of quicks 
that mix their pace up well.

If it all comes together at 
the T20 World Cup then there 
is no reason why the Carib-
bean side can’t feature at the 
pointy end of the tournament.
Scores: West Indies 193 for 
5 (Powell 61*, King 57) beat 
Bangladesh 158 for 6 (Shakib 
68*) by 35 runs.

Powell power helps 
West Indies cruise  
past Bangladesh

TIGER WOODS RETURNS TO ACTION WITH AN EAGLE 
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England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates his half-century on Day 4 of the fifth cricket Test against India at Edg-
baston in Birmingham on Monday. (AFP)

England’s Joe Root during his unbeaten innings of 76 runs on Day 4 of the fifth cricket Test against India 
at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Monday. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 
104; J Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings 284 (J Bairstow 106; 
Mohammed Siraj 4-66, J Bumrah 3-68)
India 2nd Innings (overnight: 125-3)
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  4
C. Pujara c Lees b Broad  66
H. Vihari c Bairstow b Broad  11
V. Kohli c Root b Stokes  20
R. Pant c Root b Leach  57
S. Iyer c Anderson b Potts  19
R. Jadeja b Stokes  23
S. Thakur c Crawley b Potts  4
Mohammed Shami c Lees b Stokes  13

J. Bumrah c Crawley b Stokes  7
Mohammed Siraj not out  2
Extras: (b6, lb7, nb3, w3)  19
Total: (All out, 81.5 overs, 365 mins)  245
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Gill), 2-43 (Vihari), 3-75 
(Kohli), 4-153 (Pujara), 5-190 (Iyer), 6-198 
(Pant), 7-207 (Thakur), 8-230 (Shami), 9-236 
(Jadeja), 10-245 (Bumrah).
Bowling: Anderson 19-5-46-1 (1nb); Broad 
16-1-58-2 (1nb); Potts 17-3-50-2 (1w); Leach 
12-1-28-1; Stokes 11.5-0-33-4 (1nb, 1w), Root 
6-1-17-0 (1w).
England 2nd Innings (target: 378)
A. Lees run out (Shami/Jadeja)  56

Z. Crawley b Bumrah  46
O. Pope c Pant b Bumrah  0
J. Root not out  76
J. Bairstow not out  72
Extras: (lb7, nb1, w1)  9
Total: (For 3 wkts, 57 overs, 258 mins)  259
To bat: B Stokes, S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J 
Leach, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-107 (Crawley), 2-107 (Pope), 
3-109 (Lees)
Bowling: Bumrah 13-0-53-2 (1nb); Shami 12-2-
49-0; Jadeja 15-2-53-0; Siraj 10-0-64-0 (1w); 
Thakur 7-0-33-0.

Scoreboard

Rovman Powell, of West Indies, hits a six during the second T20I 
between West Indies and Bangladesh at Windsor Park in Roseau, 
Dominica, on Sunday. (AFP)

US golfer Tiger Woods chips on to the 12th green for an eagle putt, on the first day of the JP McManus Pro-Am golf tournament at the The 
Golf Course at Adare Manor in Limerick, south-west Ireland, on Monday. As expected, there weren’t many highlights in Tiger Woods’ return to 
competition after a nearly two-month layoff. But Woods did give the crowd an opportunity to produce an eagle roar. Woods chipped in for eagle 
at the par-5 12th hole at Adare Manor after coming up just short of the green in two shots. He was 5 over with just one birdie, at No. 10, before 
the eagle. Woods hasn’t played since withdrawing after a third-round 79 at the PGA Championship on May 21, and on Monday he mostly used 
a cart to get around the layout. He is scheduled to play The Open next week at St. Andrews. (PIC: AFP)

Spectators wave Danish flags as they watch the pack of riders 
cycle past during the 3rd stage of the 109th edition of the Tour 
de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and Sonderborg in 
Denmark, on Sunday. (AFP)


