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QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Monday sent a cable of 
congratulations to President 
of the United States of 
America Joe Biden on the 
anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day.

Amir greets  
US president

QNA
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani attended the graduation 
ceremony of the National De-
fense Course (2) and the Joint 
Command and Staff Course 
(8) at Joaan Bin Jassim Acad-
emy for Defence Studies’ head-
quarters in Al Khor Monday.

The Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior honoured 
the outstanding students from 
the staff course, a number of 

the academy’s instructors, and 
handed out certificates to the 
32 civilian and military gradu-
ates. During the ceremony, a 
short documentary film was 
shown about the academy’s 
founding, its achievements 
and the alumni’s struggle dur-
ing the programme.

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for De-
fence Affairs HE Dr Khalid 
bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, a 
number of ministers, mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps 
accredited to the state, senior 
officers and officials from the 
Ministries of Defense and In-
terior, the Internal Security 
Force (Lekhwiya) and various 
state ministries attended the 
ceremony.

PM attends graduation ceremony of Joaan 
Bin Jassim Academy for Defence Studies

PM honours  
outstanding  
students

QNA
DOHA

SPEAKER of the Shura 
Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim has 
lauded the support offered 
by His Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
to the Shura Council, out of 
His Highness’ recognition 
of the importance of popu-
lar participation in decision 
making.

On the sidelines of the 
closing session of the first 
legislative term, correspond-
ing to the Shura Council’s 
50th annual session, the 
Speaker of the Shura Coun-
cil indicated that the session 
came as a conclusion to the 
council’s efforts that includ-
ed legislation, parliamentary 
participation and diplomatic 
work in parliamentary fo-
rums, as well as conferences 
and international organiza-
tions pertaining to the par-
liamentary role.

He lauded the strenu-
ous efforts of the Council’s 
members in discussing draft 
laws and topics that con-
cern the citizens, hailing 
the prominent role played 
by the Council’s commit-
tees through its numerous 

meetings to further discuss 
everything submitted by 
members, in addition to its 
commitment to achieving 
the country’s interest and 
citizens aspirations.

The Speaker emphasized 
that the Shura Council is the 
people’s assembly and it was 
primarily established for the 
people’s interest, explaining 
that the council derives and 
inspires its operation from 
the heartbeat of the street 
and puts in mind the aspira-
tions and hopes of the citi-
zens.

He highlighted that the 
council assigns a high priori-
ty to everything rolled out by 
the public opinion, includ-
ing hopes and aspirations, 
whether those matters that 
are received via members of 
the council or other matters 
discussed on the various me-
dia platforms.

He added that the coun-
cil’s operation is entirely 
devoted to achieving the 
interests of the country and 
its citizens, and stressed 
that the council would nev-
er hesitate for a moment in 
pursuing the achievement 
of this objective to advance 
public interest.

Shura speaker lauds 
Amir’s support for 
council’s role in  
decision-making

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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THE Ministry of Labour (MoL) facilitated 
the recruitment of 202 Qatari nationals in 
the private sector in June, with the Qatar 
National Bank (QNB) being the biggest 
employer.

In a statement on Monday, the min-
istry said 14 companies and institutions 
cooperated to employ Qatari citizens in 
June. While QNB offered jobs to 20 citi-
zens, Mowasalat (Karwa) took in 11 re-
cruits. They were followed by Qatar In-
ternational Islamic Bank (QIIB), Qatar 
Electricity and Water Company and Pro-
tection and Social Rehabilitation Center 
(Aman) with nine each; Qatargas with 
seven; Ooredoo with six; Qatar Project 
Management and United Development 
Company with four each; beIN Sports 
and Aspire Zone Foundation with three 
and Qatari Investors Group, Snoonu and 
Qatar Foundation with two each.

During the second half of 2022, MoL’s 

efforts contributed to the employment of 
931 male and female citizens in private 
sector companies and institutions, includ-
ing 103 citizens during last January, 114 
in February, 120 in March, 192 in April, 
and 200 during May, and 202 last June.

The June statistical bulletin of MoL, 
which reflects the most prominent sta-

tistics and figures of the Labour sector in 
the country, as well as the results of in-
spection visits to various establishments, 
showed that the ministry received about 
7,913 requests for new recruitment, 4,506 
requests were approved, and 3,407 re-
quests were rejected, while the requests 
for profession modification totaled about 
4,427, of which 4,408 were approved and 
only 19 were rejected.

The number of requests for work per-
mits submitted to MoL during the same 
month reached roughly 1,752 requests, in-
cluding 816 requests to renew the permit, 
539 requests to issue a new permit, and 395 
requests to cancel issued permits, while the 
ministry received two requests to issue a re-
placement.

In terms of inspection visits to re-
cruitment offices, the statistical bulle-
tin showed that the ministry carried out 
about 24 inspection visits to recruitment 
offices, which resulted in one warning.

202 Qatari citizens got private  
sector jobs in June: Ministry

World Cup tickets back on sale from today
QNA
DOHA

THE new phase of sales of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 tickets will begin on 
Tuesday. Executive Director of Sales, 
Marketing and Communication in 
FIFA World Cup 2022 Hassan Rabia Al 
Kuwari said the first come first served 
sales period is a golden opportunity to 
get hold of a match ticket, as tickets are 
limited, and already around a 1.8 mil-
lion tickets have been sold in the previ-
ous phases.

Al Kuwari said this phase compris-
es the majority of the tickets to be sold. 
In previous phases 40.5 million ticket 
requests were received.

Al Kuwari warned against fraud 
websites, stressing that there is only 
one website though which one can pur-
chase FWCQ-2022 tickets, and that is: 
FIFA.com/tickets.

He said during this sales period, 
tickets will be allocated on a first come, 
first served basis, and ticket purchases 
are processed as a real-time transac-
tion, subject to availability. All suc-
cessfully purchased tickets will be 
confirmed immediately to the ticket 

applicants.
This sales phase starts on Tuesday, 

July 5, 2022, at 12:00 Saudi Arabia 
Standard Time (SAST), and ends on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at 12:00 
(SAST). Each fan can buy a maximum 
of 6 tickets per match, and a maximum 
of 60 tickets for all matches of the tour-
nament. Moreover, the fan can attend 
more than one match per day during 
the group stage, according to the match 
compatibility rules. Finally, persons 
with disabilities and Persons with Lim-
ited Mobility are entitled to get Acces-
sibility Tickets.

All stadiums and training sites  
for World Cup ready: Al Khater

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Nasser Al Khater, Chief Executive Officer 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, has 
reiterated that all the stadiums and train-
ing sites for the mega event are ready 
and are being tested with various events 
ahead of the big kick-off later this year.

“I am delighted to be able to 
report that all our stadiums and train-
ing sites are ready and being tested 
with various events ahead of the big 
kick-off later this year. Meanwhile, 
final touches are being applied to our 
national infrastructure, operational 
tournament planning, and the amaz-
ing fan experience that Qatar will offer 
fans from around the world,” Al Khater 
said during the opening of a two-day 
seminar bringing together representa-
tives of the 32 qualifying nations on 
Monday.

Managers, team doctors and 
media officers from the 32 quali-
fied teams are in Doha for a series 
of workshops designed to provide a 
closer look at stadiums, training facili-
ties and the operational details of the 
tournament, which is set to kick off on 
November 21.

In addition to conducting visits to 
team hotels and team training bases, 
the delegates also participated in a 
number of sessions on a variety of 
topics including security, transporta-
tion and football technology and 
refereeing.

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 
be held in the Arab world for the first 
time, with the final match set to be 
played at the 80,000-seater Lusail 
Stadium on Dec 18. Seven other stadi-
ums will also be used for the tourna-
ment, which will be the most compact 
in modern history. PAGE 12

The Information Systems 
Unit of the Qatari Hajj 
Mission has launched the 
updated version of “The 
Hajj Guide Application” 
with a new look and multi-
ple features. The mission 
is keen on using modern 
technologies and advanced 
devise applications and on 
harnessing all capabilities 
and support means within 
an integrated system in 
which all the mission’s sup-
porting efforts combine. All 
this is to ensure providing 
the pilgrims of Qatar with 
distinguished services so 
that they perform the duty of 
the fifth pillar of Islam and 
all its rituals correctly in the 
best conditions.

Head of the Informa-
tion Systems Unit in the 
Qatari Hajj Mission Abdul-
hadi Obaid Al Mahran said 
the Hajj Guide application 
has been updated to be a 
companion for the pilgrims 
on the Hajj journey, as it 
provides a detailed and sim-
plified guidelines of how to 
perform the Hajj rites. (QNA)

Qatari Hajj Mission 
launches updated 
Hajj Guide  
Application

More on page 16 

More on page 16 

Continued on page 2 
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Citizens of 37 countries can 
get on-arrival Qatar-Oman 
joint tourist visa at HIA

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

PEOPLE from 37 countries can 
get Qatar-Oman joint tourist 
visa upon arrival at the Hamad 
International Airport (HIA), 
according an official of the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI). The 
visa on arrival, which is valid 
for 30 days in Qatar and Oman, 
allows for multiple entry to 
both countries and is extend-
able for an additional 30 days.

This was disclosed at a 
webinar titled ‘Safe Travel’ or-
ganised by the Public Relations 
Department of the Ministry of 
Interior in association with the 
Airport Passports Department 
and Airport Security Depart-
ment. 

According to the official, 
citizens of countries eligible 
for the joint visa include An-
dorra, Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Brunei, Canada, Cyprus, 
Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, 
Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Japan, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Malaysia, Monaco, Monte-
negro, the Netherlands, New 

Zealand, Norway, Poland, Por-
tugal, San Marino, Singapore, 
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, 
United States and Vatican City.

This visa is not issued to 
temporary passport and travel 
document holders, and appli-
cant must have a return ticket 
and the arriving passenger 
must possess a minimum of 
cash amount of $1,400 (ap-
proximately QR5,000) or a 
valid credit card which applies 
for an entire family.

Captain Muhammed 
Mubarak Al Buainain, media 
officer at Airports Passport De-
partment, said the visit visa is 

issued to residents of the GCC 
countries upon their arrival 
at Doha International Airport 
and this is a single-entry visa 
only.  

He added that applicant 
must be an expert in one of the 
approved professions, and the 
visa, which costs QR100 pay-
able by Visa or MasterCard, is 
valid for 30 days upon entry 
and can be extended for an ad-
ditional three months, adding 
that a visa holder who violate 
the stay conditions will be fined 
QR200 for each day.

He added that family ac-
companying the GCC residents 
can also receive entry visa upon 

arrival at HIA.
Captain Muhammed said 

that visa is issued to newborns 
that are less than six months 
old free of cost when entering 
the country with one or both 
parents, however the child’s fa-
ther must be a resident of Qatar 
with a valid residence permit.

Giving travel advice, Cap-
tain Muhammed urged people 
planning to travel to check Me-
trash2 to ensure they are not 
under travel ban, stressing that 
anyone with absconding case 
must rectify it before planning 
to travel.

For his part, Major Zayed 
Rashid Ali Al Nuaimi, inspec-
tion officer at Airport Security 
Department, urged travellers 
to confirm their travel docu-
ments are valid for more than 
six months, their flight reser-
vation; and ensure that they 
are carrying items that are not 
permitted in the hand baggage. 

He advised travelers carry-
ing cash or any valuable items 
worth more than QR50,000 to 
declare them at the Customs 
Office under the General Cus-
toms Authority.

WCM-Q Grand Rounds discusses enhanced longevity and healthspan

30% of patients miss clinical imaging 
appointments at HMC facilities

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE science of ageing and re-
search into ways to stay healthy 
into advanced old age were dis-
cussed at Weill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar’s Grand Rounds.

Dr Nir Barzilai, professor of 
medicine and genetics and di-
rector of the Institute for Ageing 
Research, gave the presentation, 
which was titled “How to Die 
Young at a Very Old Age”.

Dr Barzilai gave a precis of the 
historical and evolutionary back-
ground to the study of old age 
and its associated diseases, which 
is termed geroscience, explain-
ing that human life expectancy 
for around 50-100,000 years was 
around 20 to 30 years. 

With technological develop-
ment in the last 100-150 years, hu-

man life expectancy has radically 
increased but this has also revealed 
the diseases of old age that were 
not seen before - these being diabe-
tes, stroke, heart diseases, certain 
cancers, dementia, stroke, hyper-
tension, osteoporosis and others. 

Dr Barzilai said: “Of course, it is 
great news that we live longer, but 
as part of this deal we get these dis-
eases that were not seen before. Not 
only that, but we might get multiple 
diseases and have to take multiple 
treatments, each of which might 
have unpleasant side effects. So af-
ter the age of about 60 we can quite 
easily end up with an accumulation 
of diseases and consequently quite 
poor quality of life. This is our his-
tory up to this point. But now we be-
lieve we can create a new history by 
studying ageing and by thinking of 
ageing as a preventable condition. 
The most important news is that 

ageing really can be modulated and 
it’s actually not hard in the labora-
tory to find pathways that will in-
crease healthspan and lifespan of 
animals - and there’s data that sup-
port the idea that we can do this in 
humans, too.”

Dr Barzilai then explained that 
research has shown that growth 

hormone, which is of course very 
important when young, appears to 
be linked to ageing and age-related 
disease in older age. Centenarians 
were found to have lower levels 
of growth hormone, and animals 
treated with drugs which block 
growth hormone lived 10 percent 
longer and were healthier in old 
age. He also said that the develop-
ment of therapies to prevent age-

ing (known as gerotherapeutics) 
would accelerate if biomarkers 
for ageing are discovered so that 
it can be detected in the way it is 
possible to test for high cholester-
ol or high blood pressure. He also 
explained that a number of pro-
teins have been identified as being 
associated with ageing in humans, 
and that the commonly prescribed 
diabetes drug metformin has been 
shown to reduce mortality and in-
crease longevity. Indeed, research 
shows that metformin attenuates 
all of the biological hallmarks of 
ageing, these being cellular se-
nescence, stem cell exhaustion, 
telomere attrition, epigenetic al-
terations, and genomic instability. 
As such, by attenuating ageing, 
metformin also reduces the risk of 
age-related diseases. Additionally, 
metformin is generic, cheap, and 
has been proven to be safe, having 

been used for more than 70 years.
Regarding the regulatory envi-

ronment in relation to the develop-
ment of gerotherapeutics, Dr Bar-
zilai said there were challenges to 
overcome. “Unfortunately, ageing 
is not recognised by the FDA as a 
treatable condition,” he said, “and 
if the diseases of ageing are not rec-
ognised as preventable the health-
care providers will not pay for their 
clients to access these treatments, 
and pharmaceutical companies will 
not develop new and better drugs 
or work to discover better combi-
nations of existing drugs.”

The lecture was accredited lo-
cally by the Ministry of Public 
Health’s Department of Health-
care Professions – Accreditation 
Section and internationally by the 
Accreditation Council for Con-
tinuing Medical Education (AC-
CME).

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DR Amal Al Obaidli, deputy 
chair of Clinical Imaging 
Department (Radiology) at 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), has revealed that 
25 to 30 percent of patients 
miss their clinical imaging 
appointments, advised by 
attending physicians for fur-
ther diagnosis and investiga-
tion. 

This practice, according 
to Dr Obaidli, deprives other 
patients of the opportunity 
to avail the clinical imaging 
services they need.

Dr Obaidli stated that 
there were many reasons be-
hind patients’ missing their 
clinical imaging appoint-
ments despite receiving SMS 
reminder, either because 
they do not have access to 
means of transportation or 
do not have permission to 
leave their place of work, or 
they forget the appointment. 

Patients who skip ap-
pointments do not real-
ise that if not rescheduled, 
missed appointments deny 
other patients access to 
healthcare service they need, 
Dr Obaidli added.

Mashael Ali A.M. Al Ejail, 
assistant executive director 
of Clinical Imaging Depart-
ment at HMC, urged patients 
to adhere to their appoint-
ments or reschedule them if 
they are unable to attend due 
to their absence outside the 
country or for any other rea-

son, by contacting the Call 
and Appointments Center 
using the WhatsApp number 
44393377. 

Commitment to attend 
medical appointments is a 
social responsibility that 
should be observed by both 
healthcare service providers 
and recipients of such servic-
es. Attending appointments 
would positively impact the 
flow of patients in terms of 
reducing the wait time and 
achieving patient satisfac-
tion.

Labour ministry conducts 
4,417 inspections in June
DURING the past month, the 
Labour Inspection Depart-
ment conducted intensive  
campaigns to monitor that 
the establishments comply 
with the laws and ministe-
rial decisions concerned with 
regulating the Labour mar-
ket in Qatar, where a total of 
4,417 inspection visits were 
carried out to the regions, 
which resulted in issuing 
666 violation notices, and 
the recommendation to ban 
33 establishments, while the 
number of warnings to com-
panies to remove violations 
reached about 520.

With regard to Labour 
complaints, the statistical 
bulletin showed that the La-
bour Relations Department 
received through the unified 
platform complaints from 

the facility’s workers against 
the facility with about 3,112 
complaints, 446 of which 
were settled, and 896 com-
plaints were referred, while 
approximately 1,770 com-
plaints under the procedure.

With regard to the La-
bour dispute settlement 
committees, the bulletin 
reflected that the number 
of cases referred to these 
committees during the past 
month amounted to about 
896 cases, and the number 
of decisions issued recorded 
about 375 cases, while the 
total decisions that are still 
under procedure amounted 
to about 625 cases.

National Cyber Security Agency trains
15,000 Education ministry employees

QNA
DOHA

THE National Cyber Security Agency, 
represented by the National Cyber Ex-
cellence Department, has trained more 
than 15,000 officials from the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education 
who joined the cybercrime prevention 
training programme since its launch.

The training initiatives aim to raise 
the efficiency of workers and specialists 
in the field of information technology 
(IT) and security in government agen-
cies in Qatar and raise awareness of 
the public employees about informa-
tion systems. The National Cyber Se-
curity Agency senses the importance of 
spreading a culture of security aware-
ness among all segments of the soci-
ety to achieve its goals in maintaining 
and organising national cyber security 
and promoting the vital interests of the 
state in the face of cyber threats.

National Cyber Security Agency 
Director Dalal Al Aqeedi said that the 
number of beneficiaries of the train-
ing programme for the prevention of 
cybercrime from the Ministry of Edu-

cation and Higher Education reached 
more than 15,000 so far. This included 
591 trainees from school leaders, 10,175 
trainees from teachers, and 2,638 train-
ees from administrators.

She explained that more than 12,000 
trainees have passed the programme 
out of the total of 15,000 trainees reg-
istered in the prevention of cybercrime 
training programme.

Director of Educational Training 
and Development Center at the Minis-
try of Education and Higher Education 
Hissa Al Aali confirmed that the minis-
try is keen on its employees’ participa-

tion in the training programme for the 
prevention of cybercrime, and to ensure 
that the percentage of achievement is 
high among those who joined the train-
ing programme for the prevention of 
cybercrime from school leaders, teach-
ers and administrators.

She indicated that the Ministry has 
strengthened its internal policies in 
general and the Training and Educa-
tional Development Center in particu-
lar. The follow-up process carried out 
by the Training and Educational Devel-
opment Center has contributed to rais-
ing the percentage of those passing the 
training programme for the prevention 
of cybercrime. 

The National Cyber Security Agency 
seeks to enhance cybersecurity com-
petencies at the national level through 
training and development in prepara-
tion for facing any possible cyber-at-
tacks effectively.

The training programme for the pre-
vention of cybercrime was launched af-
ter testing 95 entities in Qatar to assess 
their capabilities and skills in the cyber 
field and ensure their ability to protect 
themselves from cyber-attacks.

Deputy Amir congratulates US president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of 
congratulations to President of the United States of America Joe Biden on the anniversary of his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Prime Minister congratulates US president
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent 
on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of the United States of America Joe Biden on 
the anniversary of his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Quick read

Dr Nir Barzilai

Continued from page 1 

Dr Barzilai gave a precis of the 
historical and evolutionary 
background to the study of old 
age and its associated diseas-
es, which is termed gerosci-
ence, explaining that human 
life expectancy for around 
50-100,000 years was around 
20 to 30 years. 
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DOHA Festival City (DFC), 
‘Qatar’s one and only mall 
of choice for shopping, din-
ing and entertainment’, has 
opened the first-to-market 
Fifty One East Watches & 
Jewellery concept.

The new store brings Fifty 
One East’s impeccable signa-
ture experience to Doha Fes-
tival City as part of its expan-
sion strategy to enhance its 
presence in key areas across 
Qatar, providing luxury ser-
vices and easy access to its 
discerning clientele.

“We are very pleased 
to welcome Fifty One East 
Watches and Jewellery as 
the latest addition to our re-
tail family, expanding on 
Doha Festival City’s extensive 
breadth of high-end offering. 
After an outstanding expan-
sion last year, which saw the 
addition of more than 56 new 
stores, Doha Festival City fur-
ther strengthens its leading 
position as a unique, global 
shopping and lifestyle des-
tination offering visitors an 
impressive host of stores of 
more than 550 brands that 
cater to all budgets, tastes and 
age groups,” says Robert Hall, 
DFC general manager.

Bader Al-Darwish, chair-
man and managing director 
of Fifty One East, said: “We 
are delighted to open an ex-
clusive watches and jewellery 
high-end store at Doha Festi-
val City to meet the require-
ments of the community. Fifty 
One East is the sought-after 
destination for connoisseurs 
seeking the world’s most pres-
tigious brands. Our expansion 
aligns well with our mission 
to meet the aspirations of our 

clientele in the luxury seg-
ment. We are confident that 
the new concept will add great 
value to our business portfolio 
with experiences that exceed 
the expectations of custom-
ers.”

The Fifty One East Watch-
es & Jewellery store is dis-
tinguished by its fascinating 
design, done by the Swiss in-
terior design and architecture 
firm, Dobas. 

A luxurious and sophis-
ticated ambiance reigns 
throughout, courtesy of 
soothing colours and rich tex-
tures that transform the walls 
into art. In its inviting envi-
ronment, clients can explore 
the new collections of world-
renowned labels including 
TUDOR and David Yurman, 
who each have their designat-
ed wing designed specially to 
match each brand’s identity.

Fifty One East Watches & 
Jewellery store is located on 
the first floor at Doha Festival 
City.

For more information on 
the mall’s operating hours, 
call on 4035 4444 or check 
https://www.dohafestivalcity.
com/home/

DFC welcomes new 
exclusive Fifty One 
East concept store

Ideal for couples and small families, guests can enjoy their own cozy 
space as they book their one or two bedroom suites and get them-
selves the comfort of home away from home.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS one of the most anticipated 
holiday season approaches, 
Hilton Doha The Pearl Hotel 
and Residences is welcoming 
its guests to celebrate Eid Al-
Adha with them in the classic 
Hilton way. Located in one of 
the most luxurious neighbour-
hoods of Qatar, Hilton the 
Pearl is providing its impec-
cable services to rejoice and 
mark the occasion.

Ideal for couples and small 
families, guests can enjoy their 
own cozy space as they book 
their one or two bedroom 
suites and get themselves the 
comfort of home away from 
home. The suites are fully 
equipped for an ideal escape 
as they feature seating rooms, 
kitchens, dining tables and 
balconies. 

Guests can also celebrate 

their Eid break with an au-
thentic gastronomical journey 
of Lebanese favourites at Le-
vantine during dinner time. Or 
if you are someone who likes 
to wake up early and enjoy an 
early breakfast you can opt for 
a daily breakfast at Levantine 
where you can enjoy Arabic 
tastes. For a more internation-
al breakfast guests can pam-
per themselves to a breakfast 
with the delicacies offered at 
The Kitchen or even a flavour-
ful brunch on either Friday or 
Saturday.

Hilton the Pearl features 
dynamic views on the lush 
island of the Pearl where one 
can find himself being spoiled 
for comfort while taking in 
the beauty of Qanat Quartier, 
Lusail, and Porto Arabia. In 
addition to Levantine and 
The Kitchen, three different 
restaurants are available at 
the hotel, including The Lob-

by Cafe which is the perfect 
choice for tea time and sweets, 
Mulberry Tavern for a more 
fun destination with good mu-
sic and delectable favourites, 
and the La Pergola Pool Bar 
for a chilled-out session by the 
pool with some of the in-house 
delectables.

Families will find utmost 
entertainment at Hilton The 
Pearl as kids can get busy at 
the Kids Club, which is exclu-
sively for hotel and restaurant 
guests. The supervising team 
will make sure guests comfort 
is unmatched as they entertain 
young guests while the adults 
can unwind at one the res-
taurants or at eforea spa with 
a massage or facial of their 
choice or even take a quick dip 
in the temperature-controlled 
pool. 

For further information, 
call +974 4492 4444 or visit 
the website.

Hilton Doha The Pearl Hotel & Residences
welcomes guests to celebrate Eid Al-Adha

The new store brings 
Fifty One East’s impec-
cable signature experi-
ence to DFC as part of 
its expansion strategy 
to enhance its pres-
ence in key areas 
across Qatar, providing 
luxury services and 
easy access to its dis-
cerning clientele

Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti met with Director-General of 
the Instituto Dominicano de Aviación Civil (The Dominican Institute of Civil Aviation 
IDAC) Héctor Pórcella and Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic 
to the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Ambassador Julio Peña on 
Monday. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations in the fields of air 
transportation and civil aviation and the means to develop them. (TNN)

TRANSPORT MINISTER, DOMINICAN IDAC  
DIRECTOR GENERAL HOLD DISCUSSIONS

Minister of Labour HE Ali bin Smaikh Al Mari met Minister of State for Asia and 
the Middle East at the United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Office (FCDO), Amanda Melling, in Doha on Monday. During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral cooperation at various levels, and a number of issues of 
common concern. (TNN)
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MoCI recalls Mercedes 
Benz A-Class 2019-2020 
models and KTM bikes
THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Nasser Bin 
Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, 
has announced the recall of 
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 2019-
2020 models, as the lower 
control switch panel of the 
drive programmes does not 
match specification. As a re-
sult, the engine sound func-
tions (exhaust gas flap actua-
tion) and/or the suspension 
settings located in the lower 
control panel may be inadvert-
ently readjusted.

The ministry, in coopera-
tion with Al Fardan Automo-
biles, Qatar’s KTM bikes deal-

ership, has also recalled KTM 
SX 150 and GASGAS MC 125, 
2022 model, as a failure in the 
control unit causes the rider to 
feel the engine heat while rid-
ing.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that car dealers follow 
up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs. 

The ministry said it would 
coordinate with the dealer to 
follow up on the maintenance 
and repair works and will 
communicate with customers 
to ensure that the necessary 
repairs are carried out.   (TNN)

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met with Minister of State for Asia and the Middle East at the United 
Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, Amanda Melling, in Doha on Monday. During the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral cooperation between the two countries, in addition to a wide range of topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Raytheon
Doha names
L. Bonde as
its new MD

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RAYTHEON Doha, a Raytheon 
Technologies subsidiary, has 
announced the appointment of 
Leslie W. Bonde, Jr. as manag-
ing director.  

Bonde brings decades of 
leadership experience in the 
aerospace and defence indus-
try to his new role where he 
will be in charge of develop-
ing integrated cross-business 
and systems-level solutions for 
Raytheon Doha, as well as en-
hance local capability and skills 
in systems integration and pro-
ject management.

“Raytheon Doha is com-
mitted to being an effective 
partner in Qatar’s current and 
future defence, military and ci-
vilian needs,” said Bonde. “I am 
confident that we will continue 
to address the priorities of Qa-
tar’s air and missile defence 
capabilities to protect citizens 
and residents from evolving 
threats while also aligning with 
the country’s long-term eco-
nomic and security ambitions.”

Prior to joining Raytheon 
Doha, Bonde served as general 
manager of Raytheon in Oman 
and senior executive for growth 
and relationships in Bahrain. 
Bonde also led Raytheon’s In-
tegrated Air & Missile Defence 
business for Qatar and served 
as programme director for 
Oman Ground Based Air De-
fence System.

Bonde was an engineering 
and acquisitions officer with 
various leadership assign-
ments with the US Air Force 
before joining Raytheon. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree from 
the US Air Force Academy and 
MBA from the University of 
Massachusetts - Lowell.

Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels launches 
exclusive promotions for Eid Al-Adha

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWOK
DOHA

SOUQ Waqif Boutique Hotels, 
the five-star designer collection of 
boutique hotels, characterised by 
its sheer opulence and royal her-
itage, has unveiled its impressive 
stay offers on the occasion of Eid 
Al-Adha. 

The newly introduced offers 
aim to share with the local com-
munities their celebrations during 
this blessed occasion by offering 
them the opportunity to enjoy the 
best upscale services so that they 
can spend an unforgettable time 
with their loved ones and embark 
on the beautiful journey of ex-
ploring the cultural and heritage 
landmarks of Souq Waqif, in ad-
dition to immersing in the beauty 
of Doha Corniche at the most com-
pelling prices.

Souq Waqif Boutique Ho-
tels introduced the ‘Dine Around 
Staycation’ package, including 

daily buffet breakfast for two, 
daily lunch or dinner at the guests’ 
choice in any of the group’s restau-
rants, with a 20 percent discount 
on spa treatments at Al Jasra Bou-
tique Hotel and the possibility of 
early check-in and late check-out, 

subject to availability. 
Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels 

offers its guests the opportunity 
to discover scrumptious and di-
verse flavours during their stay 
through its selection of the most 
prestigious international restau-

rants, ranging from ‘La Piazza’ 
specialising in Italian and interna-
tional food, ‘Al Terrace’, the first 
and only Georgian restaurant in 
Doha, ‘Al Shurfa’ famous for its 
Arabic cuisine with stunning views 
of Doha skyline, ‘Argan’, the house 
of Moroccan food, and ‘La Patisse-
rie’, the perfect place for lovers of 
sweets and delicacies.

Furthermore, guests at any of 
Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels’ eight 
properties will have the privilege to 
enjoy the facilities and amenities in 
any of the properties. Al Jasra Bou-
tique Hotel offers the groups guests 
a state-of-the-art gym overlooking 
Souq Waqif, a SPA and an authen-
tic Moroccan Hammam, while Al 
Mirqab Boutique Hotel provides 
a fitness facility in addition to an 
outdoor temperature-controlled 
swimming pool offering the best 
moments of fun and tranquility. 

For bookings and inquires 
call +974 44336661 or email res.
vswq@tivolihotels.com

Turkish Technic, Oman Air sign 
component pool and advance 
exchange services agreement

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TURKISH Technic, a leading provider of 
technical services and solutions for com-
mercial airlines and private jets, and the 
national airline of Oman, Oman Air, 
have signed a comprehensive ten-year 
component pool and advance exchange 
contract for the airline’s fleet of Boeing 
B737 Next Generation and Boeing 737 
MAX family.

In accordance with the contract, 
Istanbul-based maintenance, repair 
and overhaul (MRO) provider, Turkish 
Technic, will provide component pool, 
component maintenance and advance 
exchange services for Oman Air’s Boe-
ing B737 Next Generation and Boeing 
B737 MAX family fleet. This multi-year 
contract will enable Oman Air to benefit 
from Turkish Technic’s decades of expe-
rience in component maintenance.

Mikail Akbulut, the CEO of Turk-

ish Technic, said: ‘‘We are happy that 
Oman Air has decided to partner with us 
for component pool and exchange ser-
vices. As a leading component service 
provider of more than 900 aircraft from 
all around the world, we will strive to 
ensure Oman Air continues to meet its 
customers’ expectations. With another 
milestone contract in our partnership, 
we look forward to supporting Oman 
Air’s fleet of Boeing B737 Next Genera-
tion and Boeing 737 MAX family.’’

Captain Nasser Ahmed Al Salmi, 
Chief Operating Officer of Oman Air, 
said: “We are pleased to entrust the 
leading trademark, Turkish Technic, 
with the maintenance of our aircraft. 
We put our confidence in the globally 
recognised services provided by Turkish 
Technic. The services to be provided by 
Turkish Technic were selected for being 
the ideal solutions for Oman Air Boeing 
B737 Next Generation and Boeing 737 
MAX operations.”

Lulu Group receives prestigious
‘Tarsheed Sustainability Award’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LULU Group Qatar has won a 
prestigious Tarsheed Award for 
Sustainability and Energy Effi-
ciency at the 10th anniversary 
celebration of the National Pro-
gramme for Conservation and 
Energy Efficiency (Tarsheed) 
run by Qatar General Electric-
ity and Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa).

Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
presented the ‘Tarsheed Award 
for Sustainability and Energy Ef-
ficiency in the Commercial Sec-
tor’ to Director of Lulu Group In-
ternational Dr Mohamed Althaf 
during a ceremony held under 
the theme ‘Towards Sustain-
ability and Energy Efficiency’ at 
Sheraton Hotel.

The Tarsheed awards 
scheme celebrates exceptional 
companies and institutions in 
Qatar that achieve the targeted 
water and electricity consump-
tion in an effort to preserve en-
vironment and country’s natural 
resources.

Lulu Group received the 
award in the category: “Tar-
sheed Conserving Building 
Competition” for its excellence 
in the respective field being only 

private sector business in Qatar 
to achieve the targeted reduc-
tion of electricity and water con-
sumption.

“We, Lulu Group, are very 
proud of winning this prestig-
ious award which shows our 
commitment and dedication 
to reduce electricity and water 
consumption throughout our 
business operation chain. It 
was very impressive and special 
moment for me to receive this 
award from Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani,” said Director of Lulu 
Group International Dr Mo-
hamed Althaf.

He said that Lulu Group 
adopted a slew of smart tech-
nologies throughout its facilities 
which helped greatly in reduc-
ing electricity and water con-
sumption.

“We also introduced best 
scientific practices and training, 
rigorous monitoring and audit 
by third party organisations like 
The Gulf Organisation for Re-
search & Development (GORD) 
to ensure the sustainability. The 
award is recognition of our com-
mitment to the Circular Econo-
my,” said Dr. Althaf.

He said Tarsheed award is 
a culmination of Lulu Group’s 
accelerated efforts to reduce 

carbon emission to 50 percent 
by 2030 and to achieve net-zero 
carbon footprints by 2045 in 
line with Qatar’s commitment 
to reduce carbon emission for 
climate change.

A leading retailer exercising 
sustainable best practices, Lulu 
paved the way in its commit-
ment to sustainability by taking 
real and demonstrable meas-
ures to protect the environment 
and contribute to reducing car-
bon emissions and food waste.

“Lulu Group has framed its 
own strategy on sustainability, 
which is put into practice in all 
its retail units and supply chains 
worldwide. Lulu is deeply com-

mitted to reducing its impact 
on the environment and taking 
real and lasting steps to ensure 
this. As part of our commitment 
to Qatar National Vision 2030, 
we have been actively working 
to reduce carbon emissions, re-
duce food waste, and promote 
healthy eating,” said Dr. Althaf.

Some of the sustainable best 
practices implemented by the 
Lulu team include GSAS- Op 
Certification. Lulu Hypermar-
ket in Qatar has become one of 
the first retailers in MENA to 
achieve sustainable operations 
certification under the Global 
Sustainability Assessment Sys-
tem (GSAS) from the Gulf Or-
ganisation for Research & De-
velopment (GORD).

Building Management Sys-
tem (BMS) has been installed 
for buildings to efficiently man-
age the assets associated with 
the building ventilation and 
lighting.

Cloud Energy Optimisa-
tion System-Honeywell forge 
has been installed to efficiently 
manage and optimise the energy 
used during the operations.

Use of LEDs is being en-
couraged for the upcoming pro-
jects and existing projects being 
gradually shifted to LED from 
conventional lights.

Light Control System with 

motion sensors are being con-
sidered to optimise the use of 
energy especially in the ware-
house operations.

Sustainable best practices 
also include designing new 
buildings with energy efficiency 
in mind; procurement of new 
energy efficient chillers that op-
timise the use of energy and in-
creasing the cooling efficiency; 
to manage the water consump-
tion and energy submetres are 
being implemented in tenant 
spaces are among.

New projects are being en-
couraged to use double flush 
system to reduce the water us-
age. Outlets are being encour-
aged to segregate their waste 
for easy disposal and collection. 
Three compartment bins are in-
troduced in all general areas to 
encourage customers in waste 
segregation.

Food waste digesters are be-
ing used to efficiently manage 
the food waste generated in the 
operation.

An innovative food waste 
solution named ‘ORCA’ which 
recycles food waste by break-
ing it down into water (mainly), 
and some carbs, fats and pro-
teins which are then captured 
or repurposed is currently being 
trailed at Lulu’s Bin Mahmoud 
store.

Leslie W Bonde Jr

MURAIKHI MEETS UK OFFICIAL



World

AGENCIES 

A passenger bus slid off a 
mountain road and fell into a 
deep gorge in northern India 
on Monday, killing 16 people, 
including schoolchildren, a 
government official said.

Rescue workers pulled out 
the badly injured from the 
wreckage of the vehicle and 
sent them to a hospital, Ashu-
tosh Garg, a senior adminis-
trator for the district of Kullu 
in Himachal Pradesh state, 

told news agency Press Trust 
of India.

Another official, Prashant 
Sirkek Singh, said about 20 
passengers were traveling in 
the bus.

Photos shared on social 
media showed responders try-
ing to rescue survivors from 

the mangled hulk of the yel-
low bus. The exact cause of 
the crash was not immediately 
known.

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expressed sor-
row over the accident.

Deadly road accidents 
are common in India due 
to reckless driving, poorly 
maintained roads and aging 
vehicles. More than 110,000 
people are killed every year in 
road accidents across India, 
according to police.

Bus falls into deep gorge 
in northern India, killing 16

BULLET PROBE REPORT

DPA 
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN will not abolish the 
death penalty in a bid to secure 
an extension of a preferential 
trade agreement with the Eu-
ropean Union, officials said on 
Monday.

A delegation from the bloc 
had demanded that Islamabad 
must ratify a global convention 
that prohibits the death penal-
ty for the extension of General-
ised Scheme of Preference Plus 

(GSP+), at least three Pakistani 
officials told dpa. 

Pakistan secured the 
scheme for exports to the Eu-
ropean markets with tariff and 
non-tariff concessions in 2014, 
according to officials who were 
seeking anonymity because 
they weren’t authorized to talk 
to media.

The country’s exports to the 
EU have since grown to ?6.6 
billion ($6.9 billion) in 2021, 
from ?3.31 billion then, ac-
cording to the Pakistan Bureau 

of Statistics. The agreement 
would expire by the year’s end. 
An EU delegation arrived in 
Pakistan last month to discuss 
an extension until 2033.

“Abolishing death penalty 
was one of the demands,” one 
official said, “We didn’t prom-
ise anything because there will 
be huge backlash politically.” 

Abolishing any punishment 
prescribed in the Muslim holy 
book of the Koran - including 
the death penalty for crimes 
like murder - can trigger politi-

cal unrest in the conservative 
Islamic society.

Islamabad, however, 
promised to reintroduce a 
moratorium on hangings like 
it did between 2008 and 2014. 
The moratorium was lifted 
after Taliban militants killed 
136 children at a school in the 
north-western city of Pesha-
war. 

Around 8,000 convicts are 
languishing in jails in Pakistan 
waiting for their fate, many for 
decades, official stats show. 

Pakistan not ready to abolish death 
penalty to access Europe markets

Two Afghans dead  
after gunmen fire on 
Taliban military buses

DPA 
ISLAMABAD

AT least two people are dead 
after unknown gunmen at-
tacked two passenger buses 
being used by the Taliban’s 
Defense Ministry in the west-
ern Afghan city of Herat on 
Monday.

Another 20 people were 
wounded in the attacks. The 
buses were carrying employ-
ees of the Taliban’s 207th Al-
Farooq military corps.

Ministry spokesperson 
Enayatullah Khwarazmi con-
firmed the news to dpa.

Initially, there were con-
flicting reports about the num-
ber of attacks and the casual-
ties.

Some local media reported 
four buses were attacked in 
different parts of the city and 
gave a death toll of up to 18, 
but the provincial security of-

ficials confirmed only one at-
tack. Hospital sources said 
they were not allowed to talk 
about the casualty figures.

A local security official 
in Herat told dpa that three 
men riding an auto rickshaw 
opened fire on a bus carry-
ing the civilian employees of 
the military corps using AK-
47s.

The driver of the rickshaw 
was killed by the security forc-
es, but another two attackers 
managed to flee the scene, the 
official added.

A picture of the incident 
shared by local officials shows 
severe damage to the vehicle.

Immediately, there was no 
claim of responsibility for the 
attack.

Both the Islamic State 
militants and a number of 
anti-Taliban armed resistance 
groups are active in Afghani-
stan.

More than 110,000 people 
are killed every year in road 
accidents across India

AGENCIES 

THE US State Department 
has said that independent in-
vestigators could “not reach a 
definitive conclusion” regard-
ing the origin of the bullet that 
killed Al Jazeera journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh, but said 
Israeli military gunfire was 
“likely responsible” for her 
death.

“Ballistic experts deter-
mined the bullet was badly 
damaged, which prevented a 
clear conclusion,” according to 
a statement on Monday.

The US Security Coordi-
nator, by summarising inves-
tigations by both Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, also 
said on Monday that the de-
tailed forensic analysis showed 
no reason to believe that the 
shooting was intentional.

Abu Akleh was shot in the 
head on May 11 while cover-
ing an Israeli army raid on 
the Jenin refugee camp in the 
occupied West Bank, despite 
wearing a flak jacket and hel-
met clearly marked “PRESS”.

Palestinian officials, in-
ternational rights groups and 
media outlets, carried out in-
dependent investigations that 
concluded that Abu Akleh was 
killed by the Israeli military.

The United Nations hu-
man rights office last month 
said that information it had 
gathered showed that the bul-
let that killed Abu Akleh was 
fired by Israeli forces. Several 
eyewitnesses said Israeli forc-
es killed the Jerusalem-born 
Abu Akleh.

“What we do know is that 
the units that Israel sends to 
Jenin, the occupied city and 
refugee camp in the northern 
West Bank are not infantry 
or marines, it sends special 
forces,” said Marwan Bishara, 
senior political analyst at Al 
Jazeera. 

“Those special forces to 
put it bluntly, are assassina-
tion groups, assassination 
units from the Israeli army.” 
A senior Palestinian official 
accused the United States of 

protecting Israel after the fo-
rensic examination failed to 
reach a firm conclusion on the 
origin of the bullet that killed 
Abu Akleh.

“The truth is clear but the 
US administration continues 
to stall in announcing it,” Wa-
sel Abu Youssef, a member of 
the Executive Committee of 
the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO), told Reuters 
news agency. “We say Israel 
killed Shireen Abu Akleh and 
it has to be held responsible 
for the crime it has commit-
ted.” Al Jazeera’s Mike Hanna, 
reporting from Washington, 
DC, said that the State De-
partment’s statement on the 
shooting likely being uninten-
tional “is a key issue” that will 
be widely questioned.

“There is no clear [find-
ing] as to exactly what hap-
pened, and there is going to 

be pressure from the public, 
[and] from Congress, to actu-
ally push this further. To try 
and find some way in which a 
more definitive answer can be 
found,” he said.

“There is no clear defi-
nition of exactly what hap-
pened, why it happened, who 
did it.” On Saturday, Akram 

al-Khatib, general prosecutor 
for the Palestinian Authority, 
said that officials had “agreed 
to transfer the bullet to the 
Americans for examination”.

However, conflicting re-
ports over who would con-
duct the tests on the bullet 
emerged on Sunday, with an 
Israeli military spokesman 
telling Army Radio: “The test 
will not be American. The test 
will be an Israeli test, with an 
American presence through-
out.” 

Al Jazeera’s Stephanie 
Dekker said: “The Palestinians 
didn’t expect anything conclu-
sive, certainly not accountabil-
ity or justice when they heard 
that the bullet had been hand-
ed over to the Israelis to inves-
tigate even if the Americans 
were present – something the 
Palestinians have always said 
they didn’t want because they 

didn’t believe that it would be 
an unbiased and transparent 
investigation.” 

The State Department 
statement came just weeks 
before an expected visit by US 
President Joe Biden to Israel 
and the West Bank.

“The US is trying to give 
the Palestinians something, to 
give the Israelis something in 
order to put the issue behind 
it before Biden visits the area,” 
Bishara said.

“This is sad because what 
everyone was expecting was 
the US administration to have 
the moral courage at this point 
in time to come out clean and 
to actually say clearly that the 
Israeli occupation is respon-
sible for the killing of a jour-
nalist, our colleague Shireen 
Abu Akleh.” “They just want to 
muddy the water.”

US says Israeli gun shot 
‘likely responsible’ for death 
of Al Jazeera’s Abu Akleh

File photo of Shireen Abu Akleh. (AFP)

Murder
Abu Akleh was shot in 
the head on May 11 
while covering an 
Israeli army raid on the 
Jenin refugee camp in 
the occupied West 
Bank, despite wearing 
a flak jacket and 
helmet clearly marked 
“PRESS”

AGENCIES 

AT least 18 people were 
killed and 243 injured during 
last week’s unrest in Uzbeki-
stan’s autonomous province 
of Karakalpakstan, according 
to the country’s authorities.

The unrest over planned 
constitutional changes af-
fecting Karakalpakstan’s sta-
tus poses the most significant 
challenge yet to President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s rule 
since he rose to power from 
the post of prime minister in 
2016, when his long-serving 
mentor Islam Karimov died.

Mirziyoyev on Saturday 
dropped plans to amend ar-
ticles of the constitution con-
cerning Karakalpakstan’s 
autonomy and its right to se-
cede, a day after protesters 
tried to seize local govern-
ment buildings in the worst 
bout of violence in nearly 
20 years. The president also 
declared a monthlong state 
of emergency in the north-
western province home 
to Karakalpaks, an ethnic 
minority group whose lan-
guage is closer to Kazakh 
than Uzbek.

“In [the administrative 
centre] Nukus, 18 people 
died as a result of serious in-
juries received during mas-
sive disorders,” the Russian 
news agency Ria Novosti 
on Monday quoted Abror 
Mamatov, an official from 
the state prosecutor’s office, 
as saying.

Security forces detained 
516 people while dispersing 
the protesters last Friday 
but have now released many 
of them, the national guard 
press office told a briefing.

On Monday, the leader 
of neighbouring Kazakhstan, 
President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev, welcomed Tash-

kent’s measures, his office 
said. The Central Asian na-
tion is home to the largest 
Karakalpak diaspora abroad.

In a statement posted on-
line on Sunday, Mirziyoyev 
said rioters had carried out 
“destructive actions” in the 
city of Nukus, throwing 
stones, starting fires and at-
tacking police.

Photographs published 
by news website Kun.uz 
showed street barricades, 
burned trucks and a heavy 
military presence including 
armoured personnel carri-
ers.

Videos shared on social 
media showed at least two 
severely wounded people be-
ing carried by their arms and 
legs. One was bleeding from 
the abdomen, while the other 
was screaming.

Uzbekistan is a tightly 
controlled former Soviet re-
public. Karakalpakstan has 
seen significant internet out-
ages since the draft amend-
ments were published last 
week.

Bruce Pannier, a Prague-
based journalist specialis-
ing in Central Asia, told Al 
Jazeera the region “has a 
number of privileges that it’s 
supposed to enjoy, including 
the opportunity to hold an 
election and choose to secede 
from Uzbekistan”.

“In Uzbekistan in gen-
eral, protests are very rare 
because security forces have 
a very strong grip over the 
country,” Pannier said.

Ahunov, chairman of 
the opposition Berlik party, 
condemned the use of lethal 
force.

“The authorities, from 
the start, should have opted 
for dialogue and negotia-
tions,” he told Reuters news 
agency from Sweden.

At least 18 killed, 
hundreds injured 
in Uzbekistan’s 
Karakalpakstan

Sydney sees more flooding as 30,000 told to evacuate
DPA 

SYDNEY

MORE than 30,000 people 
were under flood evacuation 
orders or warnings in the Syd-
ney area on Monday as heavy 
rainfall continued to pummel 
Australia’s largest city.

State authorities warned 
residents to brace themselves 
for continuing downpours on 
Monday before conditions are 
expected to ease by Tuesday.

Days of massive downpours 
have caused some areas to ex-
perience their fourth major 
flooding event within just 18 
months, with low-lying areas in 
Sydney’s west and those around 
the Nepean and Hawkesbury 

rivers on the city’s inland out-
skirts most at risk.

Aerial footage of the suburb 
of Camden in Sydney’s west 
showed long stretches of road 
completely underwater and 
floodwaters rising to submerge 
parts of buildings.

The Sydney area has al-
ready received four times as 
much rain as it usually does 
during the entire month of July, 
according to media reports.

While the amount of rain-
fall is comparable to previous 
severe weather events, it has 
fallen within a shorter period 
of time, Jane Golding of the 
Bureau of Meteorology said on 
Monday.

Rainfall during Sydney’s last 

major flooding event in March 
was “stacked up over seven 
days,” Golding said, whereas 
“this time we are seeing really 
high rainfall rates on individual 
days.” Some of the areas affected 
are still in the process of recov-
ering after days of rain in Febru-
ary and March caused historic 
flooding.

Extreme weather events 
have long afflicted Australia, 
and these have only been ex-
acerbated by climate change 
in recent years. In mid-Janu-
ary, for example, large parts 
of the country were enduring 
a heatwave with temperatures 
of more than 50 degrees Cel-
sius recorded in the west of the 
country.

People kayak along a flooded street from the overflowing Hawkesbury 
river due to torrential rain in Sydney on Monday. (AFP)
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F
ootball fans of a certain 
age will remember the illustri-
ous talents of Germany legend 
lothar Matthäus. 

In a career that exceeded 
two decades, the 61-year-old ap-
peared in a record 25 FIFa World 
Cup matches and is one of only 
three players to have competed 
at five tournaments. as captain of 
West Germany, Matthäus led Die 
Mannschaft to their third World 
Cup title at Italy 1990.

When you think of the FIFA 
World Cup, what comes to 
mind?

Emotion, passion, football and 
connection. It is the highlight of our 
sport. the best thing is to experi-
ence it – and I have experienced it 
as a player, fan and journalist. the 
first World Cup I remember is 1966 
– and it still gives me goose bumps. 
When I look back, I remember great 
games, great characters and great 
results. a World Cup has everything 
you can imagine.

Describe the feeling of lift-
ing the World Cup as West Ger-
many captain at Italy 1990.

It is a moment I will never for-
get. It was not only the success, but 
also the togetherness and how we 
worked as a team. It was also how 
the fans supported us and the at-
mosphere we experienced in the 
stadiums and in the country. Every-
thing was at a standstill and the only 
thing that mattered was football. It 
was also something very special to 
achieve in a football country like It-
aly because I was also playing for In-
ter Milan at the time. to be awarded 
the trophy as captain – it is some-
thing I will never forget.

Where does that moment 
stand in your career?

the World Cup is something 

special because the best teams and 
players compete for the title. It is 
a title that outshines all other suc-
cesses because you have to work so 
hard for it. First to qualify, then to 
play well in a World Cup, then to 
win with your team and receive the 
trophy as captain. there is nothing 
greater you can achieve in football.

You appeared in five 
straight World Cup tourna-
ments. How special was it for 
you to play in every event from 
1982 to 1998?

Each World Cup was different. 
In my first World Cup in 1982, I was 
a young player and only played two 
games. by my second World Cup in 
1986, I was already a regular player 
in the national team. then in 1990, 
the highlight was winning the title. 
We were a well-prepared team, we 
weren’t 23 friends, but we respect-

ed, accepted and supported each 
other. that was the high point. the 
1994 and 1998 World Cups were  
not as successful because, as a team, 
we did not function as well as we did 
in 1990.

Qatar 2022 will be the most 
compact tournament in mod-
ern history, with all the venues 
within an hour’s drive of Doha. 
How will that benefit the play-
ers?

 With less travel, the players can 
concentrate fully on football. this 
might help get that extra 1% or more 
from the players. It will be a differ-
ent experience for many players, al-
though these days, they are always 
so well prepared and looked after.

Qatar 2022 will be the first 
World Cup in the Middle East 
and Arab world. How impor-

tant is it to take the World Cup 
to new regions?

It’s very important. I was at the 
2010 World Cup in South africa, 
which was the first World Cup on 
the african continent. We also had a 
World Cup in Japan and South Ko-
rea in 2002. I think every continent 
has the right to host a World Cup 
at some point. I know there is a lot 
of enthusiasm for football in Qatar 
and people are looking forward to 
this World Cup. I am sure it will be 
a great football celebration in Qatar 
later this year.

Germany were one of the 
first teams to qualify for Qatar 
2022 – how do you think they 
will perform at the tourna-
ment?

Germany is always among the 
favourites. However, in the last 
two major tournaments, we did 

not perform well. I hope we have 
learned from these bad results. I 
believe we have a team that is ca-
pable of doing well against big na-
tions like argentina, brazil, Eng-
land and France. We have huge 
potential, a good team spirit, and 
a good mix of experienced and 
young players. I think the team has 
also realised that it has to act as a 
unit again – which is something 
that always makes playing against 
Germany very difficult.

Qatar will be making their 
World Cup debut in November 
as tournament hosts. What are 
your thoughts of the Maroons 
and how far do you think they 
can progress in the competi-
tion?

Qatar are not among the favour-
ites but you can see they have im-
proved in recent years. If they have 

luck on their side, they could create a 
surprise. I don’t expect them to make 
it to the final but I think they can 
pick up points against other teams 
and – with a little bit of luck – make 
it through to the second round.

Which players do you think 
will be stand-out performers 
during this World Cup?

Every player benefits from the 
team’s success, and that’s why it’s 
very important for the team to 
function – like it did for Germany 
in 1990. We saw that with Diego 
Maradona in 1986, perhaps myself 
in 1990 and Ronaldo from brazil in 
2002. You always have a connection 
to a special player for each World 
Cup. In 2018 in Russia, it was per-
haps Kylian Mbappé, who became 
a world champion with France, or 
luka Modrić, who reached the final 
with Croatia.
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Qatar Will Host A 
Great Celebration 

Of Football:  
Lothar Matthäus

Ahead of the next ticket sales period for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 on July 5, Matthäus speaks about his passion for football’s  

showpiece event and his anticipation for the first tournament in the 
Middle East and Arab world, which will kick off on November 21
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Qatar’s Policies Allow Women To Be Active 
Participants in Country’s Development

QNA
Geneva

QataR has affirmed its inter-
est in building a cohesive soci-
ety based on justice and equality 
among all its members and pro-
viding them with equal opportu-
nities to access quality education 
and quality work. 

It emphasized that govern-
ment policies supporting Qatari 
women contributed to building 
their capabilities and provid-
ing them with full opportunities 
to effectively contribute to the 
comprehensive renaissance wit-
nessed by the country.

this came in the statement 
of Qatar delivered by Second 
Secretary of the Human Rights 

Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs Hissa al Sulaiti 
at the 50th session of the Human 
Rights Council, during the an-
nual thematic panel discussion 
on technical cooperation and 
capacity-building.

al Sulaiti said that promot-
ing women’s rights requires pro-
moting the principle of equality 
and equity and raising society’s 
awareness of the important roles 
and responsibilities of all its 
members.

She added that Qatar has 
adopted, in this regard, specific 
initiatives directed at promoting 
women’s involvement in the la-
bour market, in political partici-
pation, and in decision-making 
positions, which was positively 

reflected in strengthening its role 
as an active and essential partner 
in development.

al Sulaiti noted the initiative 
of the Women’s Work Group re-
cently adopted by the Ministry 
of labour in Qatar with the par-
ticipation of the public and private 

sectors and academic institutions 
in the country to serve as a joint 
cooperation platform for the ex-
change of experiences, informa-
tion and best practices that ensure 
the presence of women at all levels 
and enhance their active presence, 
especially in the labour market.

She stressed Qatar has adopt-
ed relevant legislation in the field 
of protecting women from all 
manifestations of violence, and 
has also established specialized 
institutions such as the aman 
center, which operates under the 
umbrella of the Qatar Founda-
tion for Social Work and seeks to 
protect and rehabilitate women 
and children victims of violence 
and family breakdown and rein-
tegrate them into society.

Qatar has adopted specific 
initiatives directed at  
promoting women’s involve-
ment in the labour market, 
in political participation, and 
in decision-making positions, 
which was positively reflect-
ed in strengthening its role 
as an active and essential 
partner in development.

Lothar Matthäus
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DPA 
ISTANBUL

A four-year-old Afghan boy was 
killed in eastern Turkey when se-
curity forces fired shots at a vehicle 
carrying a group of migrants, ac-
cording to human rights activists.

The boy was hit in the heart 
during the shooting in a village in 
the eastern Van province, Mehmet 
Karatas, chair of the the Van Hu-
man Rights Association told dpa on 
Monday, citing eyewitnesses.

A further 12 people were in-
jured, including the boy’s mother, 

he said. The provincial governor’s 
office confirmed that one migrant 
was killed and 12 others injured, 
without specifying the victim’s age 
or nationality.

Police had fired shots at the 
tyres of a suspicious vehicle, after 
the driver had ignored a request to 
stop, it said in a statement. In the 
process, migrants had been hit by 
stray bullets.

According to human rights ac-
tivist Karatas, however, two officers 
had fired “intensively” at the vehi-
cle, even though it had been heading 
into a dead end. 

The window panes of the car 
were shattered, Karatas said, slam-
ming the incident as a “breach of 
duty and a violation of the right to 
life.”  Migrants, including women 
and children, had fled to a barn and 
into the mountains because the of-
ficers kept shooting at their feet, he 
added, calling for an independent 
investigation.

According to the provincial gov-
ernor’s office, some 40 illegal mi-
grants had been aboard the vehicle. 
The driver and a suspected people 
smuggler had managed to escape, 
it said.

Afghanistan boy killed as security  
forces fire at vehicle in east Turkey

News 
in brief

Pope defrocks retired German priest 
after drawn out proceedings

TRIER, Germany: Pope Francis has defrocked a retired priest in 
relation to repeated cases of sexual abuse perpetrated from 
the 1980s to the early 1990s, the Trier diocese in western 
Germany announced on Monday.

The unnamed priest did not face trial in a state court, as 
the offences were subject to the statute of limitations, but was 
found guilty in two sets of proceedings under canon law in an 
ecclesiastical court. 

The bishop of Trier, Stephan Ackermann, ordered the 
priest’s dismissal from the clergy following the first proceed-
ings in 2015. The priest then lodged an appeal, with the result 
that the sentence was reduced at the end of 2017 to a ban on 
exercising priestly duties. 

After additional allegations were made in the summer of 
2019, the Trier diocese launched a second preliminary investi-
gation, which again found the priest guilty. The pope has now 
finally defrocked the priest at the request of the congregation 
of the faithful, informing the parishes where he worked and the 
affected persons. 

In April this year, Pope Francis defrocked a retired Trier 
priest at the priest’s own request after he was found to have 
committed sexual abuse. The diocese numbers some 1.3 
million Catholics in the German states of Rhineland-Palatinate 
and Saarland.  (DPA) 

Turkey again blocks EU inspection of 
vessel for UN arms embargo
BRUSSELS: Turkey has again blocked the European Union’s 
monitoring of a United Nations weapons embargo against 
Libya, a European Commission spokesperson confirmed on 
Monday.

“We regret, of course, Turkey’s denial of Irini’s request to 
inspect another ship, which is called MV Parpali, on Sunday 
afternoon,” EU foreign affairs spokesperson Nabila Massrali 
said in a press conference. Massrali was referring to the EU’s 
Operation Irini monitoring mission, established in May 2020, 
which aims to stabilize war-torn Libya and support the UN-led 
political peace process. 

On Monday, the mission’s Rome-based command centre 
announced Turkey’s veto on Twitter, referring to the UN’s secu-
rity council resolution 2292 on the arms embargo on Libya and 
called for Turkey’s compliance. MV Parpali is Turkish-flagged 
and therefore not allowed to be inspected against the wishes 
of Turkish authorities. Ankara has blocked previous inspections 
eight times Massrali said. 

In February 2021, Turkey’s Foreign Ministry vetoed the 
search of two merchant ships suspected of being used for il-
legal transports to the war-torn North African country. Libya has 
been in turmoil since the 2011 overthrow of dictator Moamer 
Gaddafi. It has become a battleground for rival proxy forces, 
which has in turn drawn in foreign powers. (DPA)

DPA 
COPENHAGEN 

A 22-year-old Danish citizen 
arrested after a fatal week-
end shooting in a Copenhagen 
shopping centre will be admit-
ted to a closed psychiatric ward 
for 24 days, police confirmed 
on Monday, after the suspect’s 
hearing before a magistrate.

The alleged perpetrator, 
who has confessed to the deed 
according to police, had appar-
ently fired at victims chosen at 
random in two different areas 
of the building. Three people 
died in the attack: A 47-year 
old Russian resident of Den-
mark as well as two 17-year-
olds, one male and one female.

Four others received gun-
shot wounds, a 40-year-old 
and a 19-year-old Danish wom-
an as well as a 50-year-old man 
and a 16-year-old woman from 
Sweden. One of them was in a 
critical condition, head doctor 
Kasper Claudius at Copenha-
gen’s Rikshospitalet hospital 
told a press conference early on 
Monday. The other three were 
out of danger.

Three further people were 
treated for possible graze inju-
ries, according to a police state-
ment.

An overall 20 people sus-
tained light injuries while 
fleeing the shopping centre, 
including a broken arm or leg, 
a spokesperson for the capital 
region told broadcaster DR.

The suspect stands accused 
of intentional killing in three 
cases and of attempted murder 
in seven, according to investi-
gators. He was committed to a 
psychiatric ward until July 28, 
meaning he will also spend his 
pre-trial detention there.

At the request of the prose-
cution, the actual interrogation 
of the alleged perpetrator took 
place behind closed doors on 
Monday, due to concerns that 
a public hearing might hamper 
the investigation.

According to the suspect’s 
defence attorney, the man has 
not yet commented on the ac-
cusations. Chief inspector 
Søren Thomassen had said 
during a press conference ear-
lier on Monday the police had 
questioned the suspect: “He 
stated that he was the one who 
was out there.” The incident is 
not being treated as a terror-
ist attack, according to the po-
lice who have made no further 
comments on the possible mo-
tive yet.

“There are no indications in 

the investigation, documents 
or witness statements that 
could point to this being about 
terrorism,” Thomassen said 
in comments aired by Danish 
broadcaster TV2.

Thomassen said the alleged 
shooter appeared to have acted 
alone, but gave no further de-
tails about his statement. The 
man had previously sought 
help in a psychiatric clinic.

Police found the suspect to 
be carrying a rifle and a knife, 
the chief inspector later said at 
a press conference. He also had 
access to a pistol.

“It currently appears that 
the weapons are permitted, 
but he had no authorization for 
them,” Thomasson said.

Police searched an apart-
ment in the Valby district of 

Copenhagen.
“We don’t know the motive 

yet, but I can assure that the au-
thorities are doing everything 
possible to solve this case and 
ensure those responsible can 
be prosecuted,” Justice Minis-
ter Mattias Tesfaye had earlier 
told the Ritzau news agency.

A large area around the 
crime scene remained sealed 
off on Monday.

“We are conducting com-
prehensive investigations and 
continue to work in and around 
Field’s [shopping centre],” the 
police tweeted.

However, the many people 
whose cars were parked in the 
mall’s car park were allowed to 
pick them up again in the after-
noon.

A large police contingent 

had been deployed to Field’s on 
Sunday, where panic broke out 
after shots were fired at around 
5:30 pm (1530 GMT). The sus-
pect was arrested near the mall 
at 5:48 pm, according to the 
police.

Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen expressed 
her condolences for the vic-
tims and their families during 
a Monday press conference in 
front of the shopping mall. The 
country had lived its “worst 
nightmare” on Sunday, she 
said.

The Danish royal fam-
ily said the situation called for 
“unity and care” and thanked 
the emergency services for 
their quick response.

“Our thoughts and deep-
est sympathies are with the 
victims, their families and all 
those affected by the tragedy,” 
a statement issued late on Sun-
day evening by Queen Mar-
grethe II, Crown Prince Fred-
erik and Crown Princess Mary 
read.

Copenhagen Mayor Sophie 
Hæstorp Andersen announced 
on Twitter that the city was 
planning a memorial for the 
victims.

Governments from around 
the world expressed their con-
dolences for the victims.

“Our thoughts are with the 
bereaved families of the vic-
tims, and we wish the many 
injured a speedy and full recov-
ery,” said German government 
spokesperson Steffen Hebe-
streit.

US Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken tweeted early 
on Monday: “Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the victims 
and families of today’s coward-
ly attack in Copenhagen.” 

Copenhagen shooting suspect to 
be admitted to psychiatric ward

DPA 
CANAZEI, ITALY 

RESCUE workers in the Italian Do-
lomites were looking for 13 missing 
climbers after finding a seventh body 
on Monday following a glacier col-
lapse the previous day.

The authorities expect there to 
be further fatalities as rescue work 
continues on the 3,343-metre high 
Marmolada mountain in northern 
Italy - the region’s highest peak.

Relatives of missing persons 
reported in to the authorities after 
failing to hear news from them. The 
owners of four parked cars with for-
eign licence plates were among those 
being sought.

Earlier, rescue workers reported 
14 people were missing, but the Aus-
trian consulate was able to contact 
an Austrian citizen, according to the 
Trentino authorities.

It was not clear, however, wheth-
er the person was on the mountain at 
the time of the accident, according to 
a spokesperson.

Eight people were injured, Mau-
rizio Fugatti, the regional president 
of Trentino-South Tyrol said.

Helicopters and drones were de-
ployed to comb the area where an av-
alanche of snow, ice and rock swept 
away several climbers on Sunday.

Relatives of the missing began 
arriving in the town of Canazei on 

Monday, at the foot of the Marmola-
da, the ANSA news agency reported.

An approaching storm tem-
porarily interrupted rescue work, 
and rescue workers said it could 
be weeks before all the victims are 
found.

Maurizio Dellantonio, president 
of the Italian mountain rescue ser-
vice, said huge quantities of ice and 
rock had come down.

“If anyone has fallen into a cre-
vasse in the upper reaches of the 
mountain, things become difficult,” 
he said.

“It is at the moment not possible 
to dig, because the mass of ice has 

already hardened to a great extent. 
That would be possible only with 
mechanical equipment, but we can’t 
take that up with us,” Dellantonio 
said.

Drones are being deployed to 
search the sides of the mountain 
where it is currently too dangerous 
for the rescue teams to venture.

According to Dellantonio, the 
ice is up to 10 metres thick, making 
locating and recovering the bodies 
difficult.

Speaking in Canazei, Prime Min-
ister Mario Draghi said action was 
needed to avoid accidents of this 
kind in the future.

7 confirmed dead in Italian 
glacier collapse, 13 missing

A helicopter flies above the Marmolada glacier, near Canazei on Monday. (AFP)

People mourn at a makeshift memorial installed at the site of a shooting at Fields mall, the day after the 
deadly shootings, in Copenhagen, Denmark, on Monday. (AFP)
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AmsterdAm

Dutch farmers blockaded 
supermarket distribution cen-
tres on Monday in continuing 
protests at new environmental 
rules on nitrogen emissions 
that are likely to put many of 
them out of business.

Fishers blocked ports in a 
show of support for farmers. 
the blockade prevented fer-
ries from sailing to almost all 
the Wadden Islands off the 
country’s northern coast and 
caused lengthy delays, ship-
ping companies reported.

however, the port of Rot-
terdam, Europe’s biggest har-
bour, wasn’t affected.

Farmers used tractors and 
large bales of hay to block en-
trances to more than 20 super-
market distribution centres. 
the association of food traders 
called the protest “completely 
unacceptable” and spoke of 
the first supply bottlenecks.

Association director Marc 
Jansen called on the authori-
ties to intervene. “It can’t go 
on like this,” he said on the ra-
dio. “We don’t have anything 
to do with the conflict between 
the state and farmers.” Local 
media also reported of empty 
shelves in some supermarkets, 
with mostly fresh produce 

such as bread, vegetables, fruit 
and milk in short supply.

the action had been an-
nounced in advance, with 
farmers calling for “the entire 
country to be paralysed.” Air-
ports had also prepared for 
blockades on access roads. 
traffic along most of the coun-
try’s dense road network was 
reported to be normal.

Police said they would 
intervene if demonstrators 
moved to block access to 
Schiphol international airport 
near Amsterdam.

Over recent weeks, Dutch 
farmers have engaged in oc-
casionally violent protests 
against environmental rules 
aimed at cutting back nitrogen 
emissions. While other sectors, 
including construction, have 
also been hit, measures to curb 
the ammonia generated by 
livestock farming are a major 
part of government plans.

Nitrogen emissions are to 
be cut by more than 70% in 
areas close to nature conserva-
tion areas. According to gov-
ernment estimates, this could 
lead to the shutting down 
of around 30% of livestock 
farms.

A 2019 ruling by the coun-
try’s highest court prompted 
the government to impose the 
measures.

Dutch farmers block 
food distribution  
and ports in protest

Britain prime minister Johnson knew of 
key ally’s misconduct claims, office says

dpa 
London

BRItISh Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson was aware of 
concerns about the conduct of 
chris Pincher when he made 
him deputy chief whip, Down-
ing Street has confirmed.

the prime minister’s 
spokesman said the while he 
knew of claims which had been 
either been resolved or had not 
resulted in a formal complaint, 
it was not considered appro-
priate to block his appoint-
ment.

Pincher, who shared re-
sponsibility for maintaining 
discipline among conservative 
MPs, plunged the government 
into a new crisis when he dra-
matically quit last week over 
allegations he groped two men 
at a conservative private mem-
bers’ club.

he had previously resigned 
from the whips office in 2017 
over claims he made unwanted 
advances to a young activist, 
but was later reinstated after 
being cleared by an internal 
conservative Party investiga-
tion.

Over the weekend, howev-
er, details emerged in the press 
of further claims about alleged 
sexual advances to men - in-
cluding two fellow conserva-
tive MPs - over a period of 

years.
Pincher has denied the al-

legations to the newspapers 
which carried them.

however, Johnson’s 
spokesman said the prime 
minister had been aware of the 
“speculation” there had been 
about Pincher over a num-
ber of years when he made 
him deputy chief whip last  
February.

“I can’t get into too much 
detail but he did take advice 
on some of the allegations 

that had been made, but there 
was no formal complaint at 
that time and it was deemed 
not appropriate to stop an ap-
pointment simply because of 
unsubstantiated allegations,” 
the spokesman said.

“he was aware that there 
had been reports and specu-
lation over the years with re-
gards to this individual, but 
there were no specific alle-
gation. there was no formal 
complaint at that time.” the 
spokesman declined to com-

ment on a claim by Johnson’s 
former chief adviser Dominic 
cummings that the prime min-
ister had referred to the MP as 
“Pincher by name, pincher by 
nature”.

“I’m simply not going to 
comment on content of what 
was or wasn’t said in private 
conversations,” the spokesman 
said.

At the time Pincher was ap-
pointed - alongside new chief 
whip chris heaton-harris - 
Johnson was facing pressure 
from tory MPs seeking to oust 
him over lockdown parties in 
Downing Street.

the two men had run a 
shadow whipping operation 
- reportedly codenamed Op-
eration Save Big Dog - to shore 
up his position and the prime 
minister was said to have 
wanted them to take over the 
full whips office.

Labour said the prime 
minister still has questions to 
answer over why exactly he ap-
pointed Pincher to such a sen-
sitive position, which included 
responsibilities for the welfare 
of tory MPs.

Shadow cabinet office min-
ister Baroness chapman told 
the BBc: “We want to know 
who knew what and when and 
why those decisions were made 
the way they were.” “I don’t 
think anybody in Westminster 

believes that Boris Johnson did 
not know about the allegations 
about Mr Pincher.” Although 
Pincher quit his government 
position on thursday evening, 
Johnson has faced criticism 
that it was not until 5pm (1500 
GMt) that he finally had the 
whip withdrawn and was ex-
pelled from the parliamentary 
conservative Party.

Pincher now faces an in-
vestigation by parliament’s 
Independent complaints and 
Grievance Scheme after one 
of the men he allegedly groped 
last week at the carlton club 
submitted a formal complaint.

In a statement at the week-
end, the tamworth MP - who 
now sits as an independent - 
said he would co-operate fully 
with the inquiry.

“As I told the Prime Min-
ister, I drank far too much on 
Wednesday night, embarrass-
ing myself and others, and I 
am truly sorry for the upset I 
caused,” he said.

“the stresses of the last few 
days, coming on top of those 
over the last several months, 
have made me accept that I 
will benefit from professional 
medical support.

“I am in the process of 
seeking that now, and I hope 
to be able to return to my con-
stituency duties as soon as  
possible.”

Putin declares victory in eastern 
Ukraine region of Luhansk

agencies 

RuSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin on Monday declared 
victory in the eastern ukrain-
ian region of Luhansk, one 
day after ukrainian forces 
withdrew from their last re-
maining bulwark of resistance 
in the province.

Russia’s Defense Minis-
ter Sergei Shoigu reported to 
Putin in a televised meeting 
Monday that Russian forces 
had taken control of Luhansk, 
which together with the 
neighboring Donetsk province 
makes up ukraine’s industrial 
heartland of Donbas.

Shoigu told Putin that “the 
operation” was completed on 
Sunday after Russian troops 
overran the city of Lysy-
chansk, the last stronghold of 
ukrainian forces in Luhansk.

Putin, in turn, said that the 
military units “that took part in 
active hostilities and achieved 
success, victory” in Luhansk, 
“should rest, increase their 
combat capabilities.” 

Putin’s declaration came 
as Russian forces tried to 
press their offensive deeper 
into eastern ukraine after the 
ukrainian military confirmed 
that its forces had withdrawn 
from Lysychansk on Sun-
day. Luhansk governor Serhii 

haidai said on Monday that 
ukrainian forces had retreat-
ed from the city to avoid being 
surrounded.

“there was a risk of Lysy-
chansk encirclement,” haidai 
told the Associated Press, 
adding that ukrainian troops 
could have held on for a few 
more weeks but would have 
potentially paid too high a 
price.

“We managed to do cen-
tralized withdrawal and evac-
uate all injured,” haidai said. 
“We took back all the equip-
ment, so from this point with-
drawal was organized well.” 

the ukrainian General 
Staff said Russian forces 
were now focusing their ef-
forts on pushing toward the 
line of Siversk, Fedorivka and 
Bakhmut in the Donetsk re-
gion, about half of which is 
controlled by Russia. the Rus-
sian army has also intensified 
its shelling of the key ukrain-
ian strongholds of Sloviansk 
and Kramatorsk, deeper in 
Donetsk.

On Sunday, six people, in-
cluding a 9-year-old girl, were 
killed in the Russian shelling 
of Sloviansk and another 19 
people were wounded, ac-
cording to local authorities. 
Kramatorsk also came under 
fire on Sunday.

An intelligence briefing 
Monday from the British 
Defense Ministry supported 
the ukrainian military’s as-
sessment, noting that Rus-
sian forces will “now almost 
certainly” switch to capturing 

Donetsk. the briefing said the 
conflict in Donbas has been 
“grinding and attritional,” and 
is unlikely to change in the 
coming weeks.

While the Russian army 
has a massive advantage in 

firepower, military analysts 
say that it doesn’t have any 
significant superiority in the 
number of troops. that means 
Moscow lacks resources for 
quick land gains and can only 
advance slowly, relying on 

heavy artillery and rocket bar-
rages to soften ukrainian de-
fenses.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has made cap-
turing the entire Donbas a key 
goal in his war in ukraine, now 
in its fifth month. Moscow-
backed separatists in Donbas 
have battled ukrainian forces 
since 2014 when they declared 
independence from Kyiv af-
ter the Russian annexation 
of ukraine’s crimea. Russia 
formally recognized the self-
proclaimed republics days 
before its Feb. 24 invasion of 
ukraine.

In his nightly video ad-
dress, ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy ac-
knowledged the withdraw-
al, but vowed that ukrain-
ian forces will fight their way 
back.

“If the command of our 
army withdraws people from 
certain points of the front 
where the enemy has the 
greatest fire superiority, in 
particular this applies to Lysy-
chansk, it means only one 
thing: We will return thanks 
to our tactics, thanks to the 
increase in the supply of mod-
ern weapons,” Zelenskyy said.

Since failing to take Kyiv 
and other areas in ukraine’s 
northeast early in the war, 

Russia has focused on Don-
bas, unleashing fierce shelling 
and engaging in house-to-
house combat that devastated 
cities in the region.

Russia’s invasion has also 
devastated ukraine’s agricul-
tural sector, disrupting supply 
chains of seed and fertilizer 
needed by ukrainian farm-
ers and blocking the export of 
grain, a key source of revenue 
for the country.

In its Monday intelligence 
report, Britain’s defense min-
istry pointed to the Russian 
blockade of the key ukrain-
ian port of Odesa, which has 
severely restricted grain ex-
ports. they predicted that 
ukraine’s agricultural exports 
would reach only 35% of the 
2021 total this year as a result.

As Moscow pushed its of-
fensive across ukraine’s east, 
areas in western Russia came 
under attack Sunday in a re-
vival of sporadic apparent 
ukrainian strikes across the 
border. 

the governor of the Bel-
gorod region in Western Rus-
sia said fragments of an in-
tercepted ukrainian missile 
killed four people Sunday. In 
the Russian city of Kursk, two 
ukrainian drones were shot 
down, according to the Rus-
sian Defense Ministry.

BrusseLs: us Army General Christopher Cavoli is nAto’s 
new supreme allied commander in europe (sACeur), after as-
suming command from us General tod Wolters on monday in 
a ceremony in mons, Belgium.

Cavoli enters the top alliance role amid “the return of bru-
tal conflict to europe,” nAto secretary General Jens stolten-
berg said in his ceremony speech. the handover comes after 
the alliance agreed last week on a major reinforcement of 
eastern european members during a nAto leaders’ summit 
in madrid, against the backdrop of the russian invasion of 
ukraine. 

stoltenberg also highlighted Cavoli’s role in overseeing 
the united state’s recent increased troop deployments to 
europe - numbering more than 100,000 soldiers - in reaction 
to that invasion. 

Cavoli is to be primarily responsible for planning and 
executing military measures to defend the alliance and deter 
russia.

For example, a new nAto force model is to be imple-
mented in the coming months. this envisages, among other 
things, placing more than 300,000 soldiers on high readi-
ness for crises.
Born in Würzburg, Germany, in 1964, to an Italian-Ameri-
can family, Cavoli joined the us Army in 1987, going on to 
serve in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Wash-
ington dC. (dpa)

US General Cavoli takes top 
NaTO command amid Ukraine war

File photo of Christopher Pincher. (AFp)

Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu (right) at the Kremlin in Moscow on Monday. (AFp)

Rescuers work in the wreckages of a destroyed school in Kharkiv, on Monday. (AFp)
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STARTUPS and major car-
makers are starting to incor-
porate solar panels on their 
electric vehicles, an addition 
that extends the range of the 
cars even if perpetual motion 
remains a dream.

As it rolls under the blis-
tering sun of northern Spain, 
the Lightyear 0 generates 
enough electricity every day to 
drive 70 kilometers (43 miles) 
thanks to the five square me-
ters of solar panels integrated 
into hood and roof.

The company was founded 
by young Dutch engineers 
who earned their spurs in run-
ning solar cars in races across 
the Australian desert.

Thanks to the drop in the 
price of solar panels, Lightyear 
is trying to incorporate them 
into road cars.

With its sleek, aerodynam-
ic line and motors integrated 
into the wheels, the Lightyear 
0 consumes less energy than 
electric SUVs.

Coupled with a battery 
that offers 625 kilometers 
per charge, the company says 
some customers who drive 
only short distances each day 
may only need to charge dur-
ing the winter.

“The clock is ticking, we 
need to have sustainable cars 
as soon as possible,” one of the 
founders, Lex Hoefsloot, told 
AFP. “Charging points are still 
a big hurdle. If we don’t need 

them, we can scale electric cars 
much quicker.” Lightyear tar-
geted the top-end of the mar-
ket with the 0, with the 1,000 
or so cars produced setting 
back buyers 250,000 euros, 
the equivalent of a Bentley.

The company hopes to 
launch a mass-market model 
with a price tag of 30,000 eu-
ros ($31,500) in 2024-2025.

As sales of electric vehicles 
are soaring, a number of mod-
els with solar panels are ex-
pected to arrive in dealerships 
in the coming months.

Toyota is now proposing 
solar panels as an option on 
Prius hybrids, as well as its 
first 100 percent electric vehi-
cle, the BZ4X.

Tesla also plans to offer 

solar panels as an option on 
its pickup that is due to hit the 
road next year.

Mercedes equipped its 
luxurious EQXX with solar 

panels in the roof. The sedan, 
sleek like the Lightyear, has a 
range of 1,000 kilometers.

The cost of adding solar 
panels to cars has now fallen 

to several hundred dollars, a 
small amount compared to the 
overall cost of most models.

“Solar is now so inexpen-
sive that even imperfectly 
sunny locations are worth put-
ting solar on,” said Gregory 
Nemet, a solar power expert at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

“The value of putting solar 
on cars is that it can extend the 
range of the car,” he said.

While it may not be able 
to fully charge the battery in 
a day, “it can provide enough 
energy to get home”.

Or solar panels can help 
provide enough electricity to 
run the air conditioning in the 
vehicles, noted Gautham Ram 
Chandra Mouli, a specialist on 

electric mobility at Delft Uni-
versity in the Netherlands.

Drivers will likely want 
to run the air conditioning 
as they will have to park in 
the sun in order to get a good 
charge.

That could pose problems 
for some city drivers with 
parking spaces in garages.

The season is also an im-
portant factor. Drivers in 
northern Europe will get much 
less of a charge from integrat-
ed solar panels in the winter 
than during the summer.

The California startup 
Aptera, which has 25,000 or-
ders, designed its futuristic 
three-wheeler to be highly ef-
ficient in order to get the most 
from solar power.

Range extenders: Solar panels provide more juice to EVs

Qatar Chamber seeks 
to set up joint business 
council with Vietnam

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Chamber (QC) and 
the Vietnamese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs explored the 
possibility of establishing a 
Qatari-Vietnamese Business 
Council, at a meeting held in 
Doha on Monday.

The meeting was attended 
by QC First Vice-Chairman 
HE Mohamed bin Ahmed 
Twar Al Kuwari and Viet-
namese Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Pham Quang Hieu, in 
the presence of HE Tran Duc 
Hung, the Ambassador of Vi-
etnam to Qatar.

Twar said Qatari business-
men were keen to explore 
investment opportunities in 
Vietnam, especially the capa-
bilities it possesses and the 
facilities and incentives it pro-
vides to foreign investments. 
He pointed out that the con-
ditions are favorable for the 
private sectors in both the 
countries to establish mutual 

partnerships and enhance the 
volume of trade exchange. He 
stressed that the Qatar Cham-
ber was keen to facilitate 
business owners to explore 
the available investment op-
portunities and establish joint 
meetings that pave the way for 
alliances and economic part-
nerships.

Hieu highlighted the 
strong relations between 
Qatar and Vietnam and the 

need to enhance cooperation 
in economic areas, increase 
trade and establish long-term 
private sector partnerships. 
He said Vietnam offers sev-
eral investment incentives 
and was able to attract major 
international companies. He 
said the sectors of infrastruc-
ture, technology, communica-
tions and halal foods hold a lot 
of potential for mutual coop-
eration. 

Hieu called on Qatari busi-
ness owners and investors to 
learn more about investment 
opportunities in his country 
and to discuss the possibil-
ity of partnerships with their 
counterparts from Vietnam to 
benefit the economies of both 
countries, stressing that the 
Qatar Chamber plays a role 
in enhancing cooperation be-
tween the business communi-
ties in both the countries.

QC First Vice-Chairman Mohamed bin Ahmed Twar Al Kuwari and Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister 
Pham Quang Hieu during the meeting held in Doha on Monday

Turkey’s annual inflation 
at 78.6%, a 24-year high

AGENCIES

ANNUAL inflation in Turkey 
hit 78.62% in June, the high-
est rate since 1998, according 
to official data released Mon-
day.

The Turkish Statistical In-
stitute, or TurkStat, released 
the monthly figures as Turkey 
is experiencing a deepening 
cost-of-living crisis. Consum-
er prices rose by 4.95% on a 
monthly basis, the institute 
reported.

While many countries 
are seeing rising consumer 
prices, critics blame Turkey’s 
problems on President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s economic 
policies.

The Turkish leader insists 
that high borrowing costs 
cause inflation — a position 
that contradicts established 
economic thinking — and ad-
vocats lowering interest rates 
to boost growth and exports.

Turkey’s central bank 
had cut rates by 5 percentage 
points since September, to 
14%, before pausing the cuts 
in January. The Turkish lira 
lost 44% of its value against 
the U.S. dollar last year.

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, which led to a surge 
in gas, oil and grain prices, 
has compounded the situa-
tion in import-reliant Turkey.

The sharpest increases 
in annual prices were in the 
transportation sector, at 
123.37%, followed by food 
and non-alcoholic drinks 
prices at 93.93%, according to 
official data.

TurkStat’s figures have 
been questioned by econo-
mists, who allege the agency 
is subject to political pres-

sure. The dismissals and res-
ignations of senior TurkStat 
officials in recent months 
have added to claims of gov-
ernment interference.

The Inflation Research 
Group, which is made up of 
independent economists, on 
Monday said Turkey’s true 
level of annual inflation for 
June was 175.55%.

Turkey’s economy is ex-
posed to the same forces of 
global inflation as other coun-
tries, but President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s unorthodox 
economic policies have in-
flamed the crisis, as has the 
crashing lira, which makes 
imports much more expen-
sive.

In September, Erdogan 
ditched the rule book and told 
Turkey’s central bank to start 
cutting interest rates as prices 
were rising, rather than raise 
them.

At a time when the world’s 
major central banks are in-
creasing the cost of borrow-
ing to cool demand in a bid 
to tame inflation, Turkey is 
doing the exact opposite. In-
terest rates have remained at 
14% since December.

Erdogan has defended 
his monetary policy, arguing 
that lowering rates will bring 
down inflation and boost pro-
duction and exports. He has 
blamed his country’s econom-

ic problems on foreign inter-
ference.

Nureddin Nebati, Tur-
key’s economy minister, said 
in a tweet Monday that “the 
persistence of high increases 
in global commodity prices, 
particularly in energy and 
agricultural products” had 
fueled inflation in June.

He said the government 
was taking action to shield 
people from rocketing prices, 
including by reducing sales 
taxes and providing subsidies.

Last week, Erdogan an-
nounced that his government 
would raise the minimum 
wage by 30% starting this 
month — just six months af-
ter hiking it by 50% — to help 
workers with the soaring cost 
of living.

But the move could push 
the country further towards 
a dangerous wage-price spi-
ral that would make matters 
even worse.

S&P Global Ratings said 
in a report last week that in-
flation combined with the 
weak value of the Turkish lira 
will continue to weigh on con-
sumer spending. It expects 
annual inflation to remain 
above 70% until the end of the 
year, and above 20% until at 
least mid-2023.

“Recession in Russia and 
Ukraine, as well as the growth 
slowdown in the eurozone and 
the UK will weigh on exports, 
which has been Turkey’s im-
portant growth driver until 
recently,” the report said.

A rebound in internation-
al tourism will bring some 
relief this summer, according 
to the report, by raising for-
eign currency revenues. That 
could support the lira.

Turkey’s central bank had cut rates by 5 percentage points since September, to 14%, before pausing the 
cuts in January.

The Inflation Research 
Group, which is made  
up of independent  
economists, on Monday 
said Turkey’s true level of 
annual inflation for June 
was 175.55%.

QC and Vietnamese 
foreign ministry  
discuss ways to boost 
trade, investment 

Flight cancellations ease as July 4 weekend ends
AGENCIES

TRAVELLERS flying home 
from July Fourth getaways 
faced flight delays Monday, but 
airlines were canceling fewer 
flights than in the days leading 
up to the holiday weekend.

Airlines had canceled more 
than 2,200 U.S. flights, and 
another 23,000 were delayed, 
since holiday weekend travel 
picked up on Thursday.

Airports were packed.
More than 9 million flyers 

flocked to U.S. airports be-
tween Thursday and Sunday, 
peaking at 2.49 million, a pan-
demic-era record, on Friday, 
according to figures from the 
Transportation Security Ad-
ministration.

By early Monday afternoon 
on the East Coast, more than 

1,300 U.S. flights had been de-
layed and nearly 200 canceled, 
according to FlightAware.

The good news: Those 
numbers were down sharply 
from recent days.

Flying during the peak va-
cation season has always been 
challenging. Big crowds and 
summer thunderstorms can 
quickly overwhelm an airline’s 
operations. That has been 
compounded this summer by 
shortages of pilots and other 
workers.

“It’s not just in North 
America, it’s everywhere,” said 
John Grant, an analyst for 
OAG, a travel-date provider 
based in the United Kingdom. 
“It’s a combination of available 
resources and demand picking 
up much more quickly than 
anyone anticipated.” Grant 

said labor shortages in Europe 
and North America have af-
fected airlines, their suppliers 
including caterers and aircraft 
fuelers, airports and air traffic 
controllers. He sees no reason 
to think the situation will im-
prove anytime this summer.

In the U.S., the rate of 
cancellations over the last 
two weeks is up 59% from the 
same period in 2019, before 
the pandemic, likely due to a 
combination of weather, staff-
ing shortages and air-traffic 
issues.

However, the rate of de-
layed flights is only slightly 
worse than it was in the last 
summer before the pandemic 
— 19.7% then, 21.5% now, ac-
cording to FlightAware num-
bers.

While some of the disrup-

tion was due to bad weather, 
especially along the East Coast 
for part of the weekend, air-
lines also made unforced er-
rors.

American Airlines acci-
dentally dropped pilot assign-
ments for thousands of flights 
in July because of a glitch in 
its scheduling program. A 
spokesman for the airline said 
Monday that the problem had 
been fixed and crew assign-
ments had been restored for 
“the vast majority” of flights. 
He said the issue had no effect 
on July Fourth travel.

Ed Sicher, the new presi-
dent of the union represent-
ing American’s pilots, said the 
airline had disregarded their 
contract by unilaterally reas-
signing pilots to about 80% of 
the affected flights.

The 0 by startup Lightyear is covered with solar panels
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Agencies

Germany and Ireland have 
condemned the U.K govern-
ment’s move towards unilater-
ally rewriting parts of the post-
Brexit deal with the european 
Union.

German Foreign minister 
annalena Baerbock and Irish 
counterpart Simon Coveney 
said there was “no legal or po-
litical justification” for overrid-
ing the agreed trade rules in 
northern Ireland.

Writing in British newspa-
per The Observer on Sunday, 
the ministers say Britain will 
be breaking an international 
agreement just two years old 
which it hadn’t engaged in with 
“good faith.”

The so-called northern 
Ireland Protocol within the 
deal maintains an open border 
with eU member Ireland and 
free of customs posts. British 
Prime minister Boris John-
son’s administration wants to 
remove the checks on goods 
such as meat and eggs arriving 
in northern Ireland from the 
rest of the U.K., which protect 
the european Union’s single 
market. Lawmakers in London 
passed legislation which per-
mits the move last week.

Johnson’s critics, oppo-
nents and some members of 
his own party, along with eu-
ropean observers, have said 
the plan breaks international 
law. The government argues it 
is justified because of the “gen-
uinely exceptional situation.”

Baerbock and Coveney said 
the bill wouldn’t fix the “chal-
lenges” around the protocol.

“Instead, it will create a 
new set of uncertainties and 
make it more challenging to 
find durable solutions,” they 
wrote.

The foreign ministers also 
argued the move jeopardizes 
peace in northern Ireland un-
der the Good Friday agree-

ment, which helped end dec-
ades of sectarian violence and 
has stood since 1998.

Johnson’s government has 
hoped to pass the legislation, 
which will be debated again in 
Parliament on July 13 by the 
time its summer break begins 
later in the month. This could 
see it become law by the end of 
2022.

The eU has threatened to 

retaliate against the U.K. if it 
goes ahead, raising the pros-
pect of a trade war between the 
two major economic partners.

Separately, Irish Deputy 
Prime minister Leo Varad-
kar told the BBC on Sunday it 
wasn’t “appropriate or right” 
time for a poll on Irish reuni-
fication. Varadkar said such a 
referendum, permitted under 
the Good Friday agreement 

when a majority in northern 
Ireland in favor of a united 
Ireland is considered “likely,” 
would be “divisive and defeat-
ed” at the moment.

The northern Ireland as-
sembly, its devolved legisla-
ture, has been paralyzed for 
months over the implementa-
tion of the protocol, leaving 
it without a regional govern-
ment.

Germany, Ireland slam UK move 
toward overriding Brexit deal

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, briefs the media after a meeting with her counterpart from Slovenia Tanja Fajon at the foreign 
ministry in Berlin, Germany on Friday.

Philippines exhorts 
consumers in Japan 
to accept higher 
prices for bananas

Agencies

The Philippines has taken 
the rare step of asking retail-
ers and consumers in Japan, 
its biggest export market, to 
bear the brunt of higher pric-
es for its bananas to sustain 
its industry for the popular 
fruit.

The prices of Philippine 
bananas in Japan must be 
“fair” and reflect increas-
ing production and logistics 
costs if the public wants to 
continue enjoying the same 
level of supply and quality, 
an agricultural attache at the 
Philippine embassy in To-
kyo said in a recent interview 
with Kyodo news.

The embassy’s unusual 
request for a price hike was 
made to the Japan retailers 
association, which includes 
supermarkets among its 
members, in early June. The 
move comes at a time when 
the public is already feeling 
the squeeze of inflation, the 
impact on import prices due 
to a weak yen and long-stag-
nant wages.

retailers have been tra-
ditionally reluctant to raise 
prices too much for fear of 
upsetting consumers used 
to stable ones, but have been 
forced to do so for a range of 
products.

yet since 2015, banana 
prices in Japan have re-
mained flat at around 260 
yen. The Philippine govern-
ment wants Japan to under-
stand that a hike is urgent to 
offset rising costs, partly due 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
and russia’s war on Ukraine, 
as farmers in the Philippines 
are hardly reaping profits.

“you come to a situation 
where you just have to get a 
fair price of the bananas on 
the market which means that 
at current levels it will be no 
longer tenable to getting the 
supply chain going in Ja-
pan,” said Jose Laquian, the 
agricultural attache.

The Philippines is the 
biggest supplier of bananas 
to Japan, dominating 76 
percent of the banana im-
ports and shipping around 
844 million tons in 2021. 

Trade data cited by the em-
bassy showed that ecuador 
accounted for 11 percent, 
followed by mexico at 6.6 
percent.

Japanese government 
data has shown that the av-
erage annual household con-
sumption of the healthy and 
affordable fruit is around 19 
kilograms and it takes up 
around a quarter of all fruit 
consumption.

Laquian expressed hope 
that the private sector in Ja-
pan will come to a “mutually 
acceptable price,” demur-
ring to say what it should be 
but insisting it would not be 
“absurd.” he said that Phil-
ippine farmers have been ab-
sorbing the rising costs, with 
factors such as pre-COVID 
supply chains disrupted 
and increased investment 
in workers’ health amid the 
pandemic.

“The system of supply-
ing the Japanese market has 
been perfected in such a way 
that you get quality bananas 
in less than a week,” Laquian 
said of his nation’s banana 
industry, which started mak-
ing great inroads into Japan 
from the 1970s.

he called for equita-
ble burden sharing among 
stakeholders and a fair re-
turn for the banana industry, 
which he says has 2.2 million 
dependents.

“Sustainability means 
that everyone benefits. It’s 
a win-win situation for eve-
rybody for a small price to 
pay,” he said, adding that 
the Philippines may have to 
consider selling its bananas 
to other countries if the price 
hike request is not met.

he remained unper-
turbed by the prospect that 
potentially costlier bananas 
from the Philippines may help 
bananas from Latin american 
countries, such as ecuador, 
eat into his country’s share of 
the Japanese market.

“Let them come. It’s a 
competition,” Laquian said, 
adding that the close dis-
tance between the two coun-
tries ensures that bananas 
from the Philippines are 
fresh.

Agencies

BreaKFaST food giant Kel-
logg Co. lost a legal bid mon-
day to block new anti-obesity 
measures in england banning 
the promotion of sugary cere-
als.

The U.S. company that 
makes Coco Pops, Frosted 
Flakes, Frosties and rice 
Krispies had challenged the 
U.K. government over regu-
lations taking effect in Octo-
ber restricting the promotion 
of foods high in fat, sugar or 
salt.

a high Court judge reject-
ed the company’s argument 

that the regulations don’t take 
into account the nutritional 
value of milk added to cereal.

Judge Thomas Linden 
said that mixing a breakfast 
cereal that’s high in sugar 
with milk does not change the 
fact that it’s high in sugar.

Kellogg’s argument that 
its cereals like Crunchy nut 
Clusters and milk Choco-
late Curls “somehow become 
healthy products if they are 
consumed with milk is wholly 
unconvincing, as the addition 
of milk does not alter the nu-
tritional profile of the prod-
ucts themselves,” the judge 

wrote.
Under the regulations, 

unhealthy foods will be 
banned from high-profile lo-
cations in supermarkets such 
as checkouts, shop entrances 
and aisle ends. There will also 
be restrictions on how they’re 
displayed in online supermar-
ket search results. more rules 
taking effect next year will 
ban buy one, get one free of-
fers and other multibuy pro-
motions.

Kellogg U.K.’s managing 
director, Chris Silcock, said 
the company is disappointed 
but doesn’t plan to appeal.

Kellogg loses UK fight to block ban on sugary cereal promos

Breakfast food giant Kellogg Co. has lost a legal bid to block new 
anti-obesity measures in England banning the promotion of sugary 
cereals.
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hOW can you take on your 
tasks this eid in an efficient 
manner? huawei’s tablets 
powered by harmonyOS is a 
great option. The tablet offers 
multiple smart ways to get 
tasks done with cool futuristic 
Super Device features in addi-
tion to a powerful battery and 
an outstanding experience.

Huawei MatePad: An Ul-
timate tablet with a great 
display

Being portable and more 
versatile than a laptop makes 
a tablet the ideal choice for 
many use cases. Tablets are 
especially handy for students 
to attend online classes, take 
notes, sketch diagrams, and 
make artworks. even profes-
sionals prefer tablets when 
they want a device that they 
can carry with them eas-
ily. huawei matePad is a new-
generation mid-range tablet 
powered by harmonyOS. It 
comes with a great 10.4inch 
2K FullView Display and im-
mersive sound thanks to four 
speakers that are finely tuned 
by harman Kardon. 

The tablet is also compat-
ible with the huawei m-Pencil 
Package (2nd generation) and 
offers multiple smart ways to 
get tasks done with cool fu-
turistic Super Device features 
in addition to a wide range of 
notetaking apps.

Surprisingly, this slim and 
light tablet also comes with a 
large 7250mah battery that 

can remain on standby for up 
to 28 days and up to 12 hours 
of continuous local 1080p hD 
video playback. Furthermore, 
the huawei matePad supports 
22.5W huawei SuperCharge 
making it easy to fill up the 
battery. The huawei matePad 
is also a fantastic option for 
video conferences and online 
classes. There are three micro-
phones on the tablet to pick up 
your sound and noise reduc-
tion technology to enhance 
your voice in real-time and 

filter out external noise. all 
these allow for more effective 
communication. 

 
Huawei MatePad T Kids: 
a Unique and Safest Kids 
Tablet

huawei matePad T Kids 
edition, designed with chil-
dren’s education and healthy 
development in mind. avail-
able in 8-inch and 9.7-inch 
variants, this latest addition to 
the huawei matePad T Series 
comprises beautiful tablets 

that are specifically designed 
for children aged 3-8. They 
offer everything a child loves, 
including a minimal and sleek 
design, adorable Kids Case, 
stylus pen, Kids Corner that 
comes preloaded with rich and 
child-friendly content, eye-
comfort and parental assistant 
features as well as charging 
protection.   

The huawei matePad T 
Kids edition boasts numerous 
safety features, giving parents 
the ultimate peace of mind. 

Parents can manage time 
spent, apps used, and other 
viewable content on Kids 
Corner, allowing them to set 
multiple designated time limit 
intervals throughout the day. 
For example, parents can set it 
so that their child can use the 
tablet for a maximum of 20 
minutes after school between 
5pm to 6pm, or after dinner 
between 7pm and 9pm. They 
can also apply different set-
tings for the weekday versus 
the weekend, so that the tablet 

brings the perfect balance be-
tween study and play. In Kid’s 
Profile, parents can also gain 
access to their children’s us-
age records, allowing them to 
log their children’s usage time 
and see the apps used over any 
given period.

Can I download the apps 
that I need and the games 
that I want?

The huawei tablets offers 
a smart and seamless experi-

ence. The trusted, innovative 
and secure appGallery is avail-
able on the huawei matePad 
and matePad Kids, where you 
can download a wide range of 
high-quality apps fit for your 
everyday activity and eid fa-
vorite apps. 

you can find more editions 
of huawei matepad at the new 
experience stores at Palace 
Vendome and Doha Festival 
City as well as official huawei 
retails distributors in Qatar.

How to conquer your tasks during Eid with Huawei MatePad

Huawei MatePad Huawei MatePad T Kids edition
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Ukraine lays out $750 billion  
‘recovery plan’ for postwar future
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy said Monday the recon-
struction of his war-battered coun-

try is the “common task of the entire demo-
cratic world,” as his prime minister laid out 
a $750 billion recovery plan once the guns 
of Russia’s invaders fall silent one day.

As Russian forces continued their 
crushing advance in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region, Zelenskyy spoke by video 
message to the Ukraine Recovery Confer-
ence in Switzerland about the needs of the 
country that has been on an up-and-down 
march toward democracy since the end of 
the Cold War and now faces widespread 
devastation.

“The reconstruction of Ukraine is not a 
local project, is not a project of one nation, 
but a common task of the entire democrat-
ic world — all countries, all countries who 
can say they are civilized,” Zelenskyy told 
hundreds of attendees in Lugano. ”Restor-
ing Ukraine means restoring the principles 
of life, restoring the space of life, restoring 
everything that makes humans humans.” 
British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said 
such a recovery would require a sort of 
“Marshall Plan” for Ukraine to help it re-
build.

Such ambitions, Zelenskyy said, will 
require wide-scale construction, funding 
and security “in all of our country which 
will be forced to continue living beside 
Russia.” The task, which is already under 
way in some areas that were liberated from 
Russian forces, aims to leverage outside 
expertise, government funds and work of 
Ukrainians to rebuild hospitals, schools, 
government buildings, homes and apart-
ments — but also water pipes, gas lines and 
other battered infrastructure.

“Today, we’re all united in our defense. 
Tomorrow in our reconstruction,” said 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, 
who attended in person. He presented a 
recovery plan that meets immediate needs 
— even as the war continues — followed by 
a “fast recovery” when it’s over, and then 
longer-term requirements.

Shmyhal said the cost of the recovery 
plan is estimated at $750 billion, and in-
sisted a key source of funding “should be 
the confiscated assets of Russia and Rus-
sian oligarchs.” He cited unspecified esti-
mates that such sums total $300 billion to 
$500 billion now.

“The Russian authorities unleash this 
bloody war. They caused this massive de-
struction and they should be held account-
able for it,” Shmyhal said.

Valdis Dombrovskis, vice president of 
the European Union’s executive branch, 
said using such confiscated Russian assets 
would involve criminal law, so the “legal 
obstacles” weren’t resolved, “but we think 
it’s important that according to the prin-
ciple of ‘aggressor pays’ it’s also Russia’s 

assets which are directed to the reconstruc-
tion of Ukraine.” Earlier Monday, a leading 
Swiss nongovernmental group called out 
Switzerland as a “safe haven” for Russian 
oligarchs and as a trading hub for Russian 
oil, grain and coal.

Public Eye urged the Swiss executive 
branch to “use all levers at its disposal to 
stop the financing of this inhuman aggres-
sion,” a reference to Russia’s war that has 
killed thousands of people, driven millions 
from their homes, and rippled through 
world economy by driving up food and fuel 
prices.

It said Switzerland has been over the 
years a “popular refuge” for Russian busi-
ness magnates to park their assets. The 
group said firms use Switzerland as an “un-
regulated commodity trading hub” and ex-
ploit a lack of transparency about financial 
dealings in the country.

There was no immediate response from 

the Swiss government.
The group welcomed Switzerland’s 

“humanitarian engagement” for Ukraine 
through the conference but called on the 
government to strictly implement interna-
tional sanctions on Russian elites and their 
government, and better regulate its trading 
hub.

Switzerland is a major international 
financial center and its government has 
traditionally touted Swiss “neutrality” — 
which is enshrined into law — and Swit-
zerland’s role as an intermediary between 
hostile countries and as a host of many in-
ternational and U.N. institutions.

The Swiss Bankers Association has es-
timated that the assets of Russian clients 
deposited in Switzerland’s banks total 150-
200 billion Swiss francs (about $155-$210 
billion), making the country a key reposi-
tory of Russian money abroad.

Switzerland, which is not a member of 

the EU, has largely joined the bloc’s sanc-
tions against Russia. The website of the 
Swiss federal economics department says 
that as of May 12, a total of 6.3 billion 
francs have been frozen in Switzerland in 
connection with Russia’s war in Ukraine.

In its call for transparency and better 
regulation in Switzerland, Public Eye said 
that “as a safe haven for oligarchs close to 
the Kremlin and as a trading hub for Rus-
sian oil, grain and coal, Switzerland bears 
a big political responsibility.” The confer-
ence in lakeside Lugano brings together 
hundreds of representatives from govern-
ment, advocacy groups, the private sector, 
academia and U.N. organizations — and 
scores of Ukrainian ministers, lawmak-
ers, diplomats and others. It builds upon a 
multi-year, multi-country discussion about 
reform in Ukraine — even before the war 
began — but this time the focus is “recov-
ery” from the war.

Environmental groups want to help 
Ukraine build back better. Lobby groups 
Solar Power Europe and Wind Europe, to-
gether with their Ukrainian counterparts, 
urged Ukraine to set a target of producing 
at least 40% of its electricity from renewa-
ble sources by 2030, bringing it in line with 
European Union targets.

According to the International Energy 
Agency, Ukraine generated less than 10% 
of its electricity from renewable sources 
in 2019, the last year for which data was 
published. Most of Ukraine’s electricity 
comes from nuclear power and burning 
coal.

A small group of Greenpeace activists 
staged a media stunt by pretending to set 
up a fake wind turbine on the banks of Lake 
Lugano, as part of a call with Ukrainian 
NGOs to support sustainable energy devel-
opment in the country whose infrastruc-
ture has been widely damaged.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, delivers a speech by video conference during the Ukraine Recovery Conference URC, Monday, July 4, 2022 in Lugano, Switzerland. The URC is organised to initi-
ate the political process for the recovery of Ukraine after the attack of Russia to its territory.

Agencies

THE rent has come due for 
America’s small businesses 
and at a very inopportune 
time.

Landlords were lenient 
about rent payments during 
the first two years of the pan-
demic. Now, many are ask-
ing for back rent, and some 
are raising the current rent 
as well. Meanwhile, most of 
the government aid programs 
that helped small businesses 
get through the pandemic 
have ended while inflation 
has sharply pushed up the 
cost of supplies, shipping, 
and labor.

Martin Garcia, owner of 
gift and décor store Gramercy 
Gift Gallery in San Antonio, 
Texas, survived the first part 
of the pandemic in part by 
paying his landlord whatever 
rent he could each month. 
Then in August 2021, after 
the federal moratorium on 
evictions ended, his landlord 
asked for the full amount of 
back rent that he owed.

“I needed $10,000 in 15 
days,” Garcia said. He took 
whatever loans he could find 
– often at high interest rates 
– and barely met the dead-
line.

A strong holiday sea-
son helped him pay back his 
loans, but so far this year 

sales have slipped, and he 
used credit card financing 
to pay his June rent. Garcia 
thinks some of his custom-
ers are cutting back on non-
essentials to afford to pay the 
higher prices for gasoline and 
other must-have items.

Thirty-three percent of all 
U.S. small businesses could 
not pay their May rent in full 
and on time, up from 28% in 
April, according to a survey 
from Alignable, a small busi-
ness referral network. And 
52% said rent has increased 
over the past six months.

“Many small businesses 
are still frankly recovering 
from whatever the last phase 
of COVID was,” said Chuck 
Casto, head of corporate com-
munications at Alignable. 
“Plus, they’re dealing with 
a years’ worth of increasing 
inflation on top of that. It’s 
made it difficult for small 
businesses to really make a 
go of it.” Ris Lacoste owns a 
namesake restaurant, Ris, 
in Washington, D.C., and is 
staying afloat using aid she 
got from the Restaurant Re-
lief Fund to pay her rent. But 
the money must be spent by 
March of 2023.

“What I have to do to stay 
alive after that, every single 
penny that I can save has to 
go into reserve,” Lacoste said. 
To cut corners she’s refin-

ishing tables to cut down on 
linen costs, not printing color 
copies of menus, and working 
with 22 staffers instead of the 
50 she once had.

Before the pandemic, the 
7,000-square-foot restau-
rant was often full, but it isn’t 
“back to full occupancy at all,” 
Ris said. At the same time, in-
flation is compounding the 

cost of doing business.
“Payroll is up labor is up, 

the cost of goods is up, utili-
ties are going up,” Lacoste 
said. “I’m wearing 20 hats 
instead of 10, and working six 
days a week, 12 hours a day.” 
But rent isn’t something she 
can control, and that adds to 
the stress.

“You’re working for the 

landlord, how long do you 
want to do that, how long will 
you survive?” she said. “It’s 
not sustainable.” Data from 
the commercial real estate 
financing and advisory firm 
Marcus & Millichap shows 
rent rose 4.6% in the first 
quarter of 2022 compared 
with the year-ago quarter as 
the vacancy rate dropped to 

6.5%, the lowest since before 
2015. But Daniel Taub, na-
tional director of retail sales 
at Marcus & Millichap, said 
inflation will make it harder 
for landlords to impose rent 
increases as the consumer 
begins to feel squeezed.

“Consumers can only 
spend so much when the dol-
lar goes not as far, and retail-
ers can only pay so much to 
carry space and have enough 
inventory to pay employees,” 
he said. “It’s a tough retail 
market and something’s go-
ing to have to give.” Charleen 
Ferguson owns the building 
that houses the tech busi-
ness she owns with her hus-
band, Just Call the I.T. Guy, 
in Wylie, Texas. She also has 
13 tenants, so she sees the di-
lemma from both the small 
business and landlord points 
of view.

During the pandemic, 
Ferguson agreed with her 
tenants, which range from 
a massage therapist to a 
church, to put a moratorium 
on rent. Once things began to 
reopen, she worked with ten-
ants on the back rent. They 
all caught up within three 
months — except the church, 
whose debts she forgave.

But she’s had to raise rent 
by about 5% as of May to 
keep up with her own costs 
of maintaining the building. 

Prices have gone up for utili-
ties and cleaning supplies, as 
well as property taxes. So far, 
she hasn’t lost any tenants.

“I did just enough to cov-
er the increases, I didn’t do 
any more,” she said. “We’re 
not making much money, but 
we’re keeping people in busi-
ness.” For some small busi-
nesses, a higher rent just isn’t 
an option. The solution: Go 
remote.

Alec Pow, CEO at Th-
ePricer.org, a credit man-
agement consultancy with 8 
employees in New York, said 
his landlord planned to hike 
rent 30% when they renewed 
the contract. Pow expected a 
smaller increase. The land-
lord said they had a prospec-
tive tenant who would pick 
up the lease for the full re-
quested price.

So, Pow decided to lose 
the office and let his New 
York staffers work remotely 
for two months while they 
search for a cheaper space. 
The business also has one of-
fice in San Francisco and two 
in Europe.

“We were in the process 
of increasing the wages of 
our employees to counter 
the rise of inflation,” he said. 
“Our annual budget didn’t 
have room for both of these 
expenses, so we had to pick 
one.”

Add rent to the rising costs bedeviling small businesses

Martin Garcia, owner of gift and décor store Gramercy Gift Gallery, poses for a photo at his shop, 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, in San Antonio. Landlords were forgiving about rent during the first two 
years of the pandemic, but now many are asking for back due rent. Meanwhile, most of the govern-
ment aid programs that helped small businesses get through the pandemic have ended. 



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

REPRESENTATIVES of the 
32 teams that have qualified 
for the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 have congregated 
together as a group in Qatar 
for the first time. Managers, 
team doctors and media of-
ficers from the 32 qualified 
teams are in Doha for a series 
of workshops designed to pro-
vide a closer look at stadiums, 
training facilities and the op-
erational details of the tourna-
ment, which is set to kick off 
on 21 November.

Addressing the team del-
egations shortly after their ar-
rival, FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said: “The goal of 
our gathering is to present 
you with updates on opera-
tional matters and to give you 
a chance to raise any questions 
or issues that you have with ex-
perts across the respective are-
as of FIFA. It is a collaboration 
that we greatly appreciate.”

The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022™ will be held in the 
Arab world for the first time, 
with the final match set to be 
played at the 80,000-seater 
Lusail Stadium on 18 Decem-
ber. Seven other stadiums will 
also be used for the tourna-
ment, which will be the most 
compact in modern history, 
with the greatest distance be-
tween any two stadiums being 
75 kilometres.

Also speaking to the dele-
gations was Nasser Al Khater, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
LLC: “Over the last decade, 
Qatar has hosted over 600 
regional and international 
sporting events, including the 

FIFA Club World Cup on two 
occasions, and our major test 
event, the FIFA Arab Cup. 
These tournaments in particu-
lar have helped us to prepare 
for the greatest show on Earth 
– the FIFA World Cup – and 

prepare for your arrival in un-
der 140 days’ time.”

“I am delighted to be able 
to report that all our stadiums 
and training sites are ready 
and being tested with various 
events ahead of the big kick-

off later this year. Meanwhile, 
final touches are being applied 
to our national infrastructure, 
operational tournament plan-
ning, and the amazing fan ex-
perience that Qatar will offer 
fans from around the world,” 

Al Khater added.
In addition to conducting 

visits to team hotels and team 
training bases, the participat-
ing delegates also participated 
in a number of sessions on 
a variety of topics including 

security, transportation and 
football technology and refer-
eeing.

Tickets for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™  will be 
made available on a first come 
first served basis on Tues-

day 5 July, starting at 12pm 
Doha time. Ticketholders are 
encouraged to book their ac-
commodation, and apply for 
Hayya as soon as possible. 

Visit http://qatar2022.qa/
tickets to learn more.

Qualified teams participate in Team Workshop 
in Doha ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

AGENCIES
LONDON

FORMER champion Simona 
Halep dismantled fourth seed 
Paula Badosa to reach the 
Wimbledon quarter-finals 
with a statement win.

The Romanian, back at 
Wimbledon - and on Centre 
Court - for the first time since 
her title triumph in 2019, 
steamrollered a nervous look-
ing Badosa 6-1, 6-2 in just 59 
minutes.

Spaniard Badosa had beat-
en another former winner, Pe-
tra Kvitova, in round three but 
found Halep too hot to handle.

Halep motored through 
the first set in just 23 minutes 
and there was no let-up in the 
second as the 30-year-old - 
who did not play at Wimble-
don last year due to injury - 
took her winning streak at the 
tournament to 11 matches.

“I think I played a great 
match, she’s a great player but 
I enjoyed a lot being back on 
Centre Court,” said Halep.

“I’m really pleased with the 
way I have played this tourna-

ment so far, day by day it’s 
getting better and I’m looking 
forward to the next one and 
giving my best again.” 

Halep joined the parade of 
former champions on Sunday 
to celebrate Centre Court’s 
centenary.

She added: “I missed a lot 
playing here for three years, 
it’s very special to be back.

“I was here yesterday with 

the other champions, and I 
was more nervous yesterday 
than today.” 

Halep, seeded 16, will meet 
American 20th seed Amanda 
Anisimova after she ended the 
fairytale run of Harmony Tan 
- who beat Serena Williams in 
the first round - 6-2, 6-3.

Moscow-born Elena Ry-
bakina is also through after 
beating Petra Martic of Croa-

tia 7-5, 6-3.
Rybakina, 23, is able to 

compete at Wimbledon de-
spite the ban on Russian play-
ers as she switched allegiance 
to Kazakhstan in 2018.

The 17th seed has yet to 
drop a set this fortnight and 
said: “I’m really happy that all 
these matches, I managed to 
win in two sets.

“I’m enjoying my time 

here now because I didn’t have 
much expectation. I didn’t 
have good preparation.

“I didn’t start the grass sea-
son well in two other tourna-
ments but I knew that the sur-
face suits my game very good 
and in the end I’m just trying 
to enjoy every match I play.” 

Rybakina will play un-
seeded Australian Ajla Toml-
janovic, who beat Iga Swiatek’s 

conqueror Alize Cornet of 
France 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Anisimova ends Tan’s run to 
make first Wimbledon QF
The 20th seed Amanda Anisi-
mova powered past France’s 
Harmony Tan 6-2, 6-3 to book 
a place in her first Wimbledon 
quarter-final and first major 
quarter-final since her run to the 
2019 Roland Garros semi-finals. 

The last American woman 
in the draw, Anisimova is now 
an impressive 29-9 on the sea-
son, the fourth-best record on 
the Hologic WTA Tour behind 
Iga Swiatek, Ons Jabeur, and 
Simona Halep. 

She backed up her tough 
three-set win over French 
Open finalist Coco Gauff by 
playing disciplined, powerful 
tennis to keep Tan at bay. 

Tan, 24, was just the third 
woman to beat Serena Wil-
liams in the first two rounds 
of a major and advance to the 
second week. 

She needed just 51 minutes 
to get past Katie Boulter in the 
previous round but could not 
get her unpredictable game 
going in the face of Anisimo-
va’s big striking. 

The 20-year-old Ameri-
can overpowered Tan’s crafty 
all-court game in 74 minutes, 
striking 28 winners to 18 un-
forced errors in the match. Tan 
struck nine winners and 12 un-
forced errors, generating just 
two break points in the match. 
Anisimova coolly saved both to 
go unbroken on the day. 

Prior to this year, Wim-
bledon was the only Slam at 
which Anisimova had yet to 
reach the third round. Her 
best result was a second-round 
showing in 2019. 

Halep blitzes Badosa to return to Wimbledon quarter-finals
Former champion  
to face Anisimova  

in semis
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Nasser Al Khater, CEO of Qatar 2022, Mattas Grafstrom, FIFA Deputy Secretary-General, Arsene Wenger, FIFA Chief of Global Football Development, and others are seen during the Team Workshop for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 at Hotel St. Regis in Doha on Monday. With less than 140 days until the opening of an event Qatar wants to be “amazing”, Al Khater pledged to ensure “all the conditions are optimum for excellent 
football come the 2022 World Cup”. The seminar briefs team staff on logistics, security, playing conditions and refereeing. Representatives also have the opportunity to observe the preparation of stadiums and visit 
hotels and training grounds ahead of the tournament’s opening match on 21 November. 

All 32 participating 
teams congregate in 

Qatar for the first time 
with less than 140 
days to go until the 

FIFA World Cup  
Qatar 2022

Romania’s Simona Halep celebrates winning against Spain’s Paula Badosa in the round of 16 women’s 
singles of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. Halep won 6-1, 6-2. (AFP)

US player Amanda Anisimova celebrates beating France’s Harmony 
Tan at Wimbledon on Monday. Anisimova won 6-2, 6-3. (AFP)



AGENCIES
LONDON

RAFAEL Nadal’s adjustment 
period is over at Wimbledon — 
if there was any doubt. For the 
second match running, he pro-
duced some of his best tennis to 
advance in straight sets against 
a seeded opponent, fending off 
a late comeback attempt.

The Spaniard closed Mon-
day’s play on Centre Court 
with a 6-4, 6-2, 7-6(6) victory 
against 21st seed Botic van 
de Zandschulp, securing his 
spot in the quarter-finals for 
his third consecutive appear-
ance at SW19. After reaching 
his eighth quarter-final at The 
Championships, he will look to 
reach his third semi-final in as 
many tries when he takes on 
11th-seeded American Taylor 
Fritz on Wednesday.

“I continued in a positive 
way,” he said. “I think, until 
the end (when) I played a bad 
game at 5-3, (it) had been a 
very positive match against a 
difficult opponent. Botic has 
been improving unbelievably 
in the last year, so huge con-
gratulations to him this amaz-
ing improvement.

“In a personal way, after 
all the things that happened 
the last couple of months, to 
be able to be in the quarter-fi-
nals at Wimbledon after three 
years without playing here 
[since 2019], it’s amazing for 
me, so [I’m] very, very happy.”

This contest was more 
nervy than his third-round 
win against Lorenzo Sonego, 
who broke for the first time 
late in the third set before Na-
dal snapped back to claim a 
6-4 final set.

Against van de Zands-
chulp, the Spaniard failed to 
serve out the match at 5-3 and 
led 6/3 in the tie-break before 
claiming victory on his fourth 
match point when an over-
head flew just wide. Despite 
the delay, Nadal finished off 
the match in a swift two hours, 
21 minutes, before fading day-
light could prompt the closure 
of the Centre Court roof.

Nadal brushed off two lost 
return games in the final set 
— his only blemishes in the 
match — with a dominant per-
formance in the tie-break.The 
36-year-old earned a crucial 
mini-break midway through 
the tie-break by moving van 
de Zandschulp all around the 
backcourt in a lengthy, lung-
busting rally, with the Dutch-
man missing a drop shot as his 
legs began to fade.

Earlier in the set, the Span-
iard played one of his best 
games of the match to break 
for 4-2, hitting two cross-court 
backhand passes to edge in 
front. After tracking down a 
tough volley to fire the first, 
an incredulous van de Zands-
chulp gazed back in disbelief. 
The second relied more on 
touch than power and resulted 
in a lawnmower celebration 
from the Spaniard, who re-
peatedly pumped his fist.

Nadal is bidding to com-
plete the third leg of the Grand 
Slam — winning all four ma-
jors in the same season — by 
winning his third Wimbledon 
crown and a record-extending 
23rd major men’s singles title. 
He has never before entered 
The Championships with the 
Australian Open and Roland 
Garros trophies in tow.

Nadal survives tense third set to 
reach last eight; plays Fritz next

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

NICK Kyrgios extended a per-
fect record in five-set Wimble-
don encounters as he defeated 
Brandon Nakashima to make 
the last eight.

The outspoken Kyrgios has 
made plenty of headlines so 
far at Wimbledon, and had to 
battle hard against 20-year-
old American Nakashima on 
Centre Court on Monday, two 
days after his ill-tempered 
clash with Stefanos Tsitsipas.

That win over the world 
number five took four sets, 
but Kyrgios needed all five this 
time around, eventually pre-
vailing 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-2), 3-6, 
6-2.

The victory sent Kyrgios 
into the last eight at Wimble-
don for the second time, after 
he reached the same stage by 
beating Rafael Nadal in 2014, 
while it is only the third time 
in the Australian’s career that 
he has progressed to a Grand 
Slam quarter-final, having last 
done so in Melbourne in 2015.

It also kept up Kyrgios’ 
100% record of winning Wim-

bledon matches that have gone 
to five sets, with the 27-year-
old now 6-0 in that regard, 
with two of those victories 
coming at this year’s edition of 
the major.

“First I want to say hell of 
an effort from Brandon, he’s 
20 years old and he’s going to 
do some special things that’s 
for sure,” said Kyrgios, who 
needed medical attention on 

a shoulder injury during the 
tie, in his on-court interview.

“[It was] nowhere near my 
best performance, but I fought 
through, the crowd were 
amazing. I have played a lot of 

tennis in the last month and a 
half. His level didn’t drop. My 
five-set level is pretty good and 
I’ve been here before, done it 
before and that is what I was 
thinking about.” 

The only disappointment 
from Kyrgios’ point of view was 
missing out on an all-Australi-
an quarter-final against Alex 
de Minaur, who squandered a 
two-set lead as he went down 
2-6, 5-7, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4, 7-6 (10-
6) to Cristian Garin, who be-
came the first Chilean player to 
reach the last eight of a grand 
slam since Fernando Gonzalez 
at the US Open in 2009.

Any nerves are nothing 
that a stiff drink will not fix for 
Kyrgios, however.

“I was really excited to play 
De Minaur to be honest, he’s 
been flying the Aussie flag for 
so long and he was two sets 
up when I came on court,” he 
said. “I need a large glass of 
wine tonight for sure.

“I stepped out here 
amongst the greatest of all 
time and I beat Nadal [in 
2014]. All these experiences 
that I’ve had got me over the 
line today.”

Kyrgios advances to QF with 5-set win over Nakashima

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios returns the ball to Brandon Nakashima of the US during their round of 16 men’s 
singles match of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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NICK Kyrgios and Stefanos 
Tsitsipas have been handed 
fines for their actions during a 
fiery Wimbledon clash where 
the former was accused of be-
ing a “bully”.

The pair played out an ill-
tempered third round encoun-
ter on Court One that saw the 
Australian come from behind 
to defeat the fourth seed in a 6-7 
(2-7), 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (9-7) win.

The pair traded furious 
remarks afterwards, with the 
Greek accusing his rival of 
having an “evil side”, while 
Kyrgios called his opponent 

“soft” and suggested he is dis-
liked by his fellow players.

Now, the duo have been 
handed financial penalties, 
with Kyrgios charged $4,000 
for an audible obscenity 
and Tsitsipas slapped with a 
$10,000 fine for unsports-
manlike conduct.

It is the second fine of the 
tournament for Kyrgios, who 
was sanctioned for an incident 
in his opening clash with Brit-
ain’s Paul Jubb.

The Australian - who expe-
rienced grand-slam glory on 
home soil in the men’s doubles 
earlier this year - will now face 
Brandon Nakashima in a last-
16 tie.

Kyrgios and Tsitsipas fined 
after ill-tempered showdown

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SORE loser Jelena Ostapenko 
was booed off court at Wim-
bledon and claimed opponent 
Tatjana Maria was “lucky” af-
ter her fourth-round defeat.

Latvian Ostapenko, a for-
mer French Open champion, 
threw a water bottle at her 
chair which fell over as she 
stormed away following a 5-7 
7-5 7-5 loss in which she wast-
ed two match points.

She said: “I thought it was 
my match, I had to win it, and 
she got just so lucky in some mo-
ments so she could come back.

“I felt I was the player who 
had to win this match today.

“Of course I’m really dis-
appointed because if I lost 
against an amazing player who 
just beat me in a great match 
... but I just lost my match.

“I just made mistakes. She 
just collected all my mistakes, 
unforced errors, and that’s 
how she won today.” The 
Court One crowd were unim-
pressed by Ostapenko’s bad-
tempered exit and made their 
feelings clear.

“I mean, it’s always annoy-
ing to lose such a match, espe-
cially when you know you were 

a better player and you were a 
favourite in this match,” she 
added.

“So of course I had emo-
tion. I’m a human, and it’s 
normal. I’m not going to let it 
go and say, ‘it’s fine, I lost, and 
it’s fine’.

“No, it’s not fine. Obvi-
ously I’m an emotional player. 
I hate losing, as I said before, 
because I’m such a competi-
tive person.

“So I think it’s normal. 
I mean, of course maybe I 
shouldn’t have done this, but 
it’s easy to say from the out-
side, when you are not on my 
place, it’s easy to judge.” 

Maria, a 34-year-old 
mother-of-two from Germany, 
reached her first Grand Slam 
quarter-final.

She said: “I’m now in the 
quarter-final of Wimbledon, 
so it’s really amazing for me. 
This means also that you al-
ways have to keep going.

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are, doesn’t matter how 
many kids you have, you just 
have to keep going and to be-
lieve in yourself.” 

German number four Ma-
ria will face compatriot Jule 
Niemeier for a place in the 
semi-finals.

Ostapenko fumes after defeat, 
brands opponent ‘lucky’
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Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Netherlands’ Botic Van De Zandschulp during their round of 16 men’s singles match on the eighth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Champion-
ships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. Nadal won 6-4, 6-2, 7-6 (6). (AFP)

Djokovic relieved to get job done just before curfew
STATS PERFORM/DPA
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NOVAK Djokovic beat Tim 
van Rijthoven on Sunday to 
take his place in the Wimble-
don quarter-finals, and was 
very relieved to get the job 
done ahead of the 23:00BST 
curfew.

World number one Djoko-
vic saw off the Wimbledon 
debutant 6-2, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 on 
Centre Court to set up an in-
triguing last-eight clash with 
Jannik Sinner.

The contest did not go all 
the defending champion’s 
way, however, as Van Rij-
thoven’s display in the second 
set suggested Djokovic would 
have to dig deep.

But the Serb’s response 
was emphatic as he went on 
drop just three games in the 
following two sets, blowing the 

25-year-old Dutchman away 
impressively to reach a 13th 

Wimbledon quarter-final.
It was also Djokovic’s 25th 

successive win at Wimbledon, 
a sequence that has only ever 
been bettered three times 
in SW19.

For a while there seemed 
to be a real threat of Van Ri-
jthoven taking the match into 
a second day, with the curfew 
looming.

Djokovic suggested he was 
not entirely aware of the dead-
line, and that only increased 
his relief after clinching vic-
tory with 22 minutes to spare.

Speaking on court after-
wards, Djokovic said: “I don’t 
know if there was a curfew, 
11pm? Is that still on? Okay, 
phew! “I am lucky, I am lucky. 
It’s only 20 minutes, too, so 
I’m lucky. I have had some 
previous experience of playing 
a match over two days under 
the roof against [Rafael] Nadal 
some years ago, and it’s never 
really pleasant if you can’t fin-

ish the match the same day.
“I am glad I did and now I 

am just looking forward to the 
next challenge.” 

Specifically on Van Rij-
thoven, Djokovic added: “He 
was very tough, he’s kind of a 
new face on the tour and actu-
ally won his first ATP match in 
the tournament he won a few 
weeks ago in his country, beat-
ing players in top five, top 10 
in the world.

“He was on a streak on this 
surface, so I knew it wasn’t go-
ing to be easy with that serve 
and a lot of talent, great touch 
and a powerful forehand. He 
can do a lot of damage.

“It took me a little bit of 
time to get used to his pace, 
and the conditions under the 
roof are a little bit different, a 
bit slippery, so it takes a bit of 
adjusting, but overall I closed 
out the match well.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Netherlands’ Tim van 
Rijthoven during their round of 16 men’s singles match at the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Rafael Nadal has now played in 350 singles matches 
at Grand Slam events, becoming just the third man to 
do so in the Open Era, behind fellow greats Novak 
Djokovic (378) and Roger Federer (429).

He has won his first 18 grand slam matches in 2022. 
In the Open Era, only Djokovic (last year) and Rod 
Laver (1969) have won more matches at the majors 
from the start of the season.
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ZHOU Guanyu is set to re-
turn to his Alfa Romeo cockpit 
at next weekend’s Austrian 
Grand Prix - just five days af-
ter he was involved in one of 
the most spectacular crashes 
in recent memory.

The 23-year-old Chinese 
rookie revealed he is “keener 

than ever” to get back behind 
the wheel of his Formula One 
machine after he emerged 
unscathed from a horrendous 
opening-corner accident at 
Silverstone.

Zhou ended up trapped 
between a steel barrier and 
metal catch fencing after he 
was flipped upside down and 
out of control at 160mph.

But after he was extracted 

from his wrecked car, and 
taken to the on-track medi-
cal centre, Zhou was declared 
medically fit by the FIA.

It is not anticipated that he 
will have to undergo any addi-
tional tests to prove he is ready 
to race next weekend.

“Hi everyone and thank 
you for all the kind messages,” 
tweeted Zhou on Monday. “I 
want to to thank the marshals 

and the medical team at Sil-
verstone - they were really 
fantastic.

“I’m keener than ever to 
get back on track. See you 
guys in Austria.” Numerous 
videos posted to social media 
by shocked fans in the Abbey 
grandstand captured the full 
force of the jaw-dropping ac-
cident.

Zhou’s shunt marked an 
explosive start to the Silver-
stone race which also saw five 
people storm the track. It is 
understood the protesters, 
from the Just Stop Oil group, 
were regular ticket holders.

Former England striker 

Gary Lineker sided with the 
climate activists, who were 
detained by police, tweeting: 
“If it’s not already too late, his-
tory will look back very favour-
ably on these people.” But Sky 
F1 pundit, and former driver, 
Martin Brundle took umbrage 
with Lineker’s tweet, replying: 
“Gary please don’t encourage 
this reckless behaviour.

“They’d have been sliced 
into 100 pieces and fans, mar-
shals and drivers were wholly 
at risk of injury and death. We 
already had one lucky escape.

“I totally 100 per cent sup-
port freedom of speech and 
opinion, but do it responsibly.”

See you in Austria: Zhou ‘keener 
than ever’ to race after crash PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

THE protesters who stormed 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix 
remain in police custody after 
Formula One boss Stefano Do-
menicali labelled their actions 
as “dangerous and irresponsi-
ble.” Five men, aged between 
21 and 46, and two women, 20 
and 44, were arrested after the 
terrifying track invasion on 
the opening lap at Silverstone.

Although the incident was 
not shown on F1’s global tel-
evision feed, eyewitness foot-
age emerged of five people 
- understood to be represent-
ing climate activist group, Just 
Stop Oil - entering the circuit 
at the high-speed Wellington 
Straight. They then sat down 
on the tarmac.

The race had just been 
suspended following Zhou 
Guanyu’s horror first-corner 
crash, but a number of drivers 
sped by the quintet as they re-
turned to the pits. The protest-
ers were swiftly dragged away 
by marshals.

In his post-race press con-
ference, seven-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton de-
fended the activists.

He said: “Big up those 
guys. Big up the protesters.

“I love that people are 
fighting for the planet and we 
need more people like them.” 

Later on Instagram, the 
37-year-old wrote: “As we’ve 
seen today, this is a dangerous 
sport. I wasn’t aware of the 
protests today, and while I’ll 

always support those standing 
up for what they believe in, it 
must be done safely.

“Please don’t jump on to 
our race circuits to protest, 
we don’t want to put you in 
harm’s way.” F1 bosses and 
Silverstone officials had been 
alerted to a protest plot in the 
days leading up to the race by 
Northamptonshire Police.

It remains unclear how the 
protesters managed to breach 
security lines.

F1 CEO Domenicali said: 
“Everyone has the right to 
speak out on issues, but no 
one has the right to put lives 
in danger. The actions of a 
small group of people were 
completely irresponsible and 
dangerous.

“We shouldn’t be compla-
cent about the risk this posed 
to the safety of the drivers, 
marshals, fans and the indi-
viduals themselves.” 

But four-time world cham-
pion Sebastian Vettel, an en-
vironmental campaigner, ex-
pressed his sympathy towards 
the activists.

He said: “These people 
don’t act out of frustration, but 
they are desperate, and I very 
much sympathise with their 
fears and their anxieties which 
I think everybody who under-
stands the size of the problem 
that’s drifting towards us can 
understand.

“I also see the other side. 
Marshals are trying to stop 
people from doing these kind 
of things, and you are putting 
them, and the drivers, at risk.”

Silverstone protesters  
held after track invasion

Africa Cup of Nations 
moved from 2023 to 

January 2024
STATS PERFORM/DPA

THE next edition of the Africa 
Cup of Nations will take place 
in January and February 2024, 
rather than between June and 
July 2023, according to CAF 
president Patrice Motsepe.

Africa’s premier interna-
tional tournament was due to 
be held in Ivory Coast during 
the European off-season next 
year, but the threat of heavy 
flooding in the country at that 
time of year means it will again 
take place midway through 
the club campaign.   Speaking 
in the Moroccan capital Rabat, 
where a meeting of the CAF 
Executive Committee was tak-
ing place, Motsepe said: “We 
cannot take the risk.

“January is not the ideal 
time because of the European 
clubs, but it is the only choice 
we have.” 

In 2017 CAF announced its 
intention to play the tourna-
ment at the end of the Euro-
pean club season.

However, this year’s edi-

tion, won by Senegal in Febru-
ary, was twice rescheduled af-
ter being slated to start in both 
June 2021 and June 2022, ow-
ing to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and adverse weather condi-
tions in Cameroon.

The move is unlikely to 
be popular with several big-
name club coaches, with 
Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp 
one high-profile critic of the 
decision to play the most re-
cent tournament at the height 
of the European season.

CAF Secretary-General 
Veron Mosengo-Omba, how-
ever, insisted the contrasting 
weather conditions across the 
continent meant a permanent 
switch to a January-February 
tournament was not on the 
cards.

CAF also announced the 
creation of an African Super 
League on Sunday, with the 
first edition of the 24-team 
tournament, which will run 
alongside the African Champi-
ons League, slated to begin in 
August 2023. 

Alfa Romeo Chinese driver Zhou Guanyu skids across the track after a collision with Mercedes’ British 
driver George Russell (unseen) during the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing 
circuit in Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Zhou Guanyu signs autographs for fans as he arrives for the Formula 
One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in Silver-
stone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Barcelona complete signings 
of Christensen and Kessie

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

BARCELONA have announced 
the signing of Andreas Chris-
tensen on a free transfer from 
Chelsea.

The centre-back has 
moved to Camp Nou after his 
contract with Chelsea expired 
at the end of June.

Denmark international 
Christensen has agreed a 
four-year deal that includes 
a €500millon ($522.7million) 
buy-out clause.  Christensen 
had been linked with Barca 
for some time after it began 
to look likely he would not ex-
tend his stay in west London.

Barca president Joan 
Laporta confirmed on Satur-
day that Christensen’s deal 
would be officially completed 
and announced this week.

He becomes Barca’s second 
signing of the transfer window, 
with Franck Kessie’s move from 
Serie A champions Milan - also 
on a free transfer - having been 

confirmed earlier on Monday.
Christensen joined Chelsea 

from Brondby back in 2012 

and made his professional de-
but two years later, but it was 
only after a two-year loan spell 

with Borussia Monchenglad-
bach that his Blues career be-
gan to take off.

He has made 167 appear-
ances for the club in all compe-
titions, including 26 last sea-
son, scoring four goals in total.

A Champions League, Eu-
ropa League, Club World Cup 
and UEFA Super Cup winner 
in his Stamford Bridge career, 
Chelsea won 92 of the matches 
in which Christensen featured.

With Christensen and Kes-
sie on board, Barca’s focus 
seems to be on completing a 
move for Leeds United winger 
Raphinha.

Chelsea have reportedly 
agreed a fee with Leeds for 
the Brazil international, but 
Laporta insisted Raphinha has 
indicated he instead wishes to 
join Barca, who are hopeful of 
striking a deal despite their fi-
nancial issues.

Barca are also in talks with 
Ousmane Dembele over a new 
deal, with the France winger 
now a free agent, while Man-
chester United have an inter-
est in Blaugrana midfielder 
Frenkie de Jong.

Andreas Christensen.

Manchester City add 
Palermo to their  
network of clubs

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

Manchester City’s owners have 
added Italian outfit Palermo to 
their extensive network of clubs. 
The City Football Group an-
nounced on Monday they had 
acquired a majority stake in the 
Sicilian side, who won promo-
tion to Serie B last season.

Palermo become the 11th 
club fully under the CFG ban-
ner after City, New York City, 
Melbourne City, Yokohama 
F Marinos, Montevideo City 
Torque, Girona, Sichuan Jiu-
niu, Mumbai City, Lommel SK 
and Troyes.

The investment could en-
able to Palermo to continue 
their recent revival after years 
in the doldrums. Palermo were 
relegated from Serie A in 2017 
and were then forced to reform 
in Serie D after going bankrupt 
in 2019.

Dario Mirri, who has over-

seen the club’s rise from the 
fourth tier, will remain as presi-
dent and chairman.

CFG chief executive Fer-
ran Soriano said: “Palermo is 
a great and historic club with a 
strong and proud identity.

“We will work with Dario 
Mirri to continue his outstand-
ing work to grow Palermo sus-
tainably over the years ahead. 
This is a very special club, and 
our role will be to add value to 
all of the things which make it 
so special and steadily improve 
performance on and off the 
pitch, using our experience and 
know how.” 

CFG was formed in 2013 
as City owner Sheikh Mansour 
looked to expand his presence 
in the game. Mirri said: “We are 
so very happy to welcome City 
Football Group to Palermo. We 
wanted to find the right investor 
with a deep knowledge of foot-
ball to help to continue to take 
us forward. We’ve that in CFG.”

Arsenal complete signing of Man City striker Gabriel
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

GABRIEL Jesus says he was a 
fan of Arsenal as a boy because 
of Thierry Henry and will now 
follow in the Frenchman’s 
footsteps after joining the club 
from Manchester City.

The Brazil international 
has also been reunited with 
Mikel Arteta, who spent more 
than three years as Pep Guar-
diola’s assistant at City before 
taking the manager’s job at the 
Emirates Stadium.

Jesus, 25, is believed to 
have signed a five-year con-
tract in a reported £45million 
($54.5million) deal, having 
left City after scoring 95 goals 
in 236 appearances and win-
ning the Premier League four 
times, League Cup three times 
and the FA Cup.

“I followed Arsenal when I 
was young because of Henry,” 
he told arsenal.com.

“Obviously I didn’t follow 
too many European teams, but 
when I saw some of the play-
ers that played here, I was like 
“Wow, this club is big”.

“I’m so happy to sign for 

this big club. Since day one 
when I knew I could come to 
play for Arsenal, I was happy. 
I know the staff, I know some 
players, the Brazilian ones. 
I know there are a lot of top 
players.” Jesus hopes his rela-
tionship with Arteta will help 
him improve further.

“We spoke a couple of 
times about the club, the play-
ers, the project and the fu-
ture,” he added.

“I believe 100 per cent in 
Mikel. I had a very good time 
with him before, he’s a very 
good guy and a very good 
coach as well.

“He’s a very intelligent guy 
and was an amazing player, so 
if he knows something he can 
teach me or the young play-
ers.” 

Following the departure of 
Alexandre Lacazette after the 
expiry of his contract, Arse-
nal needed reinforcements up 
front and Arteta knew the man 
he wanted to come in.

“I’m very excited. The club 
has done a tremendous job to 
recruit a player of this stat-
ure,” said the Gunners boss.

“I know Gabriel personally 

very well, and we all know him 
well from his time in the Pre-
mier League and being really 
successful here.”

Boost for Wolves as 
Moutinho signs new deal 
Joao Moutinho has signed a 

new one-year deal at Wolves.
The 34-year-old midfield-

er, who was out of contract 
this summer, has ended the 
uncertainty surrounding his 
future.

Portugal international 
Moutinho is due to return 

for pre-season at the club’s 
Compton training ground on 
Wednesday.

Wolves technical director 
Scott Sellars said: “In Joao’s 
time at the club, he’s been vi-
tal, bringing real experience 
and quality to the group, so to 
get him re-signed is a massive 
boost for us all.

“With contracts, it’s about 
getting to a place where every-
body’s happy, the club and the 
player, and it isn’t always easy, 
but in the end what matters is 
the outcome and we’re very 
happy with it.

“He’s a huge influence in 
the dressing room, with the 
younger players, and sets 
standards that they follow. 
His and Bruno’s (Lage) rela-
tionship is very important. As 
a coach, you like players who 
can solve things on the pitch, 
and Joao is certainly one of 
them.” Moutinho joined from 
Monaco in 2018 and has made 
176 appearances, scoring five 
goals.

He made 34 top-flight 
starts for Lage’s side last sea-
son as Wolves finished 10th in 
the Premier League.

Gabriel Jesus. (PIC: TWITTER)
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BIRMINGHAM

JOE Root (76*) and Jonny 
Bairstow (72*) established a 
brilliant partnership to put the 
hosts in charge during their 
run chase of 378 on Monday.

Cheteshwar Pujara and 
Rishabh Pant had a solid start 
to day four, as India aimed to 
extend their lead. 

There was a more ag-
gressive intent from Pujara, 
but an attempted flashy 
cut against Stuart Broad 
cost him his wicket at 66 
while Shreyas Iyer perished 
against the short-ball ploy, 
with Matthew Potts getting 
his scalp for 19

Pant who crossed his half-
century, attempted a reverse 
sweep against Jack Leach but 
could not get the connection, 
walking back for 57. 

A procession then fol-
lowed, as the remainder of 
the Indian batters failed to 
contribute much to the cause. 

Skipper Ben Stokes would 
clean up the final three wick-
ets after lunch, as India were 
bowled out for 245. 

The target for England to 
chase down was 278.

England finally had a de-
cent start from their openers, 

as they immediately put the 
pressure on the Indian bowl-
ers. 

Zak Crawley looked solid, 
while Alex Lees was the ag-
gressor. 

Lees raced away to his 
fifty – only the second of his 
career – in just 44 deliveries 
as England’s score crossed 
the 100-run mark. 

The Indian bowlers failed 
to extract any exaggerated 
movement from the surface 
and were left firmly on the 
backfoot after the hosts’ ex-
cellent start with the bat. 

But it was their skipper 
Jasprit Bumrah, who deliv-
ered the goods once again, 

breaking the partnership by 
bowling Crawley out for 46 to 

break the stand. 
India continued their mo-

mentum, with Bumrah dis-
missing Ollie Pope the first 
ball after tea. 

The wicket helped him 
overtake Kapil Dev as the 
Indian pacer with the most 
wickets in a series in England 
(23). 

Lees was run-out for 56 
after a horrendous mix-up 
with Joe Root. 

India now had their tails 
up and England had to sur-
vive a tricky period. The ex-
perienced duo of Root and 
Jonny Bairstow did exactly 
that. 

The pair embarked on a 

150-run stand, regularly ro-
tating the strike while pun-
ishing the bad deliveries away 
for a boundary. 

Root brought up his 
half-century, as did Jonny 
Bairstow as they put England 
in a strong position to chase 
down the total on day five. 

The Indian pacers looked 
pretty ineffective against the 
brilliance of the pair, failing 
to trouble them as the runs 
continued to flow.  

England now need 119 
runs for a victory, while India 
will need to scalp seven wick-
ets to win the series.

Hosts need 119 
more runs for 

victory; India 7 
wickets

Root and Bairstow put England 
in command of mammoth chase
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“SHOCKED” Tour de France 
organizers have sent their 
“sympathy and compassion” 
over Sunday’s shooting in Co-
penhagen, days after the city 
hosted the race’s Grand Depart.

At least three people were 
killed in the incident at a shop-
ping centre in the Danish capi-
tal, with several others injured.

Denmark has played host 
to the first three stages of the 
109th edition of the race this 
year.

“The Tour de France as-
sures the Danish people of its 
sympathy and compassion in 
this time,” a statement issued 

by organisers Amaury Sport 
Organisation (ASO) read.

“The Tour is extremely 
shocked and saddened to hear 
of what has happened in Co-
penhagen.

“The people of Copen-
hagen had given the peloton 
one of the greatest welcomes 
in the sport’s history, forging 
deep bonds with all its follow-
ers.

“The entire caravan of the 
Tour de France sends its sin-
cerest condolences to the vic-
tims and their families.” 

The next stage of the Tour 
de France will run on July 5, 
with riders taking on a hilly 
stage between Dunkirk and 
Calais.

Tour de France organizers offer condolences

ICC
DOMINICA

ROVMAN Powell helped West 
Indies put together a big score 
at home and Bangladesh fell 
short in reply as the hosts 
claimed the series lead in the 
second T20I at Windsor Park, 
Roseau in Dominica on Sun-
day.

The West Indies got even 
contributions from a couple 
of players in their top-order, 

but it was the big hitting of 
Rovman Powell late in the in-
nings that ultimately proved 
the difference between the two 
teams.

Powell came to the crease 
in the 13th over with the score 
at 100/3 and produced some 
superb late-order hitting to 
help West Indies amass a mas-
sive score of 193/5 from their 
20 overs.

The talented right-hander 
took 23 from one Shakib Al 

Hasan over and ended up with 
a total of six maximums from 
his entertaining 28-ball knock 
that netted an unbeaten 61

It was no surprise that Pow-
ell was later named Player of the 
Match for his batting efforts.

Bangladesh needed to 
score at almost 10 runs an over 
to claim victory and veteran 
all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan 
certainly played his part as he 
contributed an unbeaten 68.

The issue was he received 
little support from his team-
mates as wickets fell at regular 
intervals and Bangladesh fell 
some 35 runs short of victory.

It was the Bangladesh top-
order that failed to fire, with 
openers Anamul Haque (3) 
and Liton Das (5) going cheap-
ly and skipper Mahmudullah 
(11) not fairing much better 
after coming in at No.4.

A 55-run stand between 
Shakib and Afif Hossain (34) 
provided the visitors with a 
glimmer of hope, but West In-
dies’ captain Nicholas Pooran 
rotated his bowlers well to 
ensure the victory target was 
never seriously threatened.

With the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup just months away, 
West Indies are quietly put-
ting together a decent squad 
that may surprise a few in 
Australia.

Pooran is impressing in 
his role as captain, while the 
likes of Rovman Powell and 
Romario Shepherd provide 
that late order hitting we have 
come accustomed to from 
strong West Indies sides over 
the years.

Their bowling attack is de-
cent too, with Hayden Walsh’s 
leg-spin providing the perfect 
support act to a bevy of quicks 
that mix their pace up well.

If it all comes together at 
the T20 World Cup then there 
is no reason why the Carib-
bean side can’t feature at the 
pointy end of the tournament.
Scores: West Indies 193 for 
5 (Powell 61*, King 57) beat 
Bangladesh 158 for 6 (Shakib 
68*) by 35 runs.

Powell power helps 
West Indies cruise  
past Bangladesh

TIGER WOODS RETURNS TO ACTION WITH AN EAGLE 
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England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates his half-century on Day 4 of the fifth cricket Test against India at Edg-
baston in Birmingham on Monday. (AFP)

England’s Joe Root during his unbeaten innings of 76 runs on Day 4 of the fifth cricket Test against India 
at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Monday. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 
104; J Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings 284 (J Bairstow 106; 
Mohammed Siraj 4-66, J Bumrah 3-68)
India 2nd Innings (overnight: 125-3)
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  4
C. Pujara c Lees b Broad  66
H. Vihari c Bairstow b Broad  11
V. Kohli c Root b Stokes  20
R. Pant c Root b Leach  57
S. Iyer c Anderson b Potts  19
R. Jadeja b Stokes  23
S. Thakur c Crawley b Potts  4
Mohammed Shami c Lees b Stokes  13

J. Bumrah c Crawley b Stokes  7
Mohammed Siraj not out  2
Extras: (b6, lb7, nb3, w3)  19
Total: (All out, 81.5 overs, 365 mins)  245
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Gill), 2-43 (Vihari), 3-75 
(Kohli), 4-153 (Pujara), 5-190 (Iyer), 6-198 
(Pant), 7-207 (Thakur), 8-230 (Shami), 9-236 
(Jadeja), 10-245 (Bumrah).
Bowling: Anderson 19-5-46-1 (1nb); Broad 
16-1-58-2 (1nb); Potts 17-3-50-2 (1w); Leach 
12-1-28-1; Stokes 11.5-0-33-4 (1nb, 1w), Root 
6-1-17-0 (1w).
England 2nd Innings (target: 378)
A. Lees run out (Shami/Jadeja)  56

Z. Crawley b Bumrah  46
O. Pope c Pant b Bumrah  0
J. Root not out  76
J. Bairstow not out  72
Extras: (lb7, nb1, w1)  9
Total: (For 3 wkts, 57 overs, 258 mins)  259
To bat: B Stokes, S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J 
Leach, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-107 (Crawley), 2-107 (Pope), 
3-109 (Lees)
Bowling: Bumrah 13-0-53-2 (1nb); Shami 12-2-
49-0; Jadeja 15-2-53-0; Siraj 10-0-64-0 (1w); 
Thakur 7-0-33-0.

Scoreboard

Rovman Powell, of West Indies, hits a six during the second T20I 
between West Indies and Bangladesh at Windsor Park in Roseau, 
Dominica, on Sunday. (AFP)

US golfer Tiger Woods chips on to the 12th green for an eagle putt, on the first day of the JP McManus Pro-Am golf tournament at the The 
Golf Course at Adare Manor in Limerick, south-west Ireland, on Monday. As expected, there weren’t many highlights in Tiger Woods’ return to 
competition after a nearly two-month layoff. But Woods did give the crowd an opportunity to produce an eagle roar. Woods chipped in for eagle 
at the par-5 12th hole at Adare Manor after coming up just short of the green in two shots. He was 5 over with just one birdie, at No. 10, before 
the eagle. Woods hasn’t played since withdrawing after a third-round 79 at the PGA Championship on May 21, and on Monday he mostly used 
a cart to get around the layout. He is scheduled to play The Open next week at St. Andrews. (PIC: AFP)

Spectators wave Danish flags as they watch the pack of riders 
cycle past during the 3rd stage of the 109th edition of the Tour 
de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and Sonderborg in 
Denmark, on Sunday. (AFP)
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Shura CounCiL’S CLoSing SeSSion

PM attends graduation ceremony of Joaan 
Bin Jassim academy for Defence Studies

Prime minister and minister of interior He Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on monday attended the 
graduation ceremony of the National Defence Course (2) and 
the Joint Command and Staff Course (8) at Joaan Bin Jassim 
Academy for Defence Studies’ headquarters in Al-Khor. The 
Prime minister and minister of interior honoured the out-
standing students from the staff course, a number of the acad-
emy’s instructors, and handed out certificates to the 32 civil-
ian and military graduates. The prime minister also received a 
number of Commanders of military colleges and chiefs of staff 
of friendly countries at the headquarters of Joaan Bin Jassim 
Academy for Defence Studies on the occasion of their participa-
tion in the graduation of National Defence Course (2) and the 
Joint Command and Staff Course (8). During the meeting, the 
prime minister and the chiefs of staff reviewed a range of topics 
of mutual interest. (QNA)

Shura Council secretary-general lauds efforts of members
QNA
Doha

SeCreTAry-GeNerAl of 
the Shura Council He Dr 
Ahmed bin Nasser Al Fad-
hala appreciated the efforts of 
the members during the first 
regular session of the first 
legislative term, correspond-
ing to the 50th session of the 
Council.

Speaking on the occasion 
of the end of the first legisla-
tive term, Al Fadhala said the 

Council’s General Secretariat 
has made a lot of effort dur-
ing the first legislative term 
to ensure a smooth legislative 
process. He added that the 
General Secretariat is keen on 
attracting national cadres to 
enhance the capabilities of the 
council.

He referred to the adop-
tion of the organizational 
structure and personnel af-
fairs regulations of the Coun-
cil, during the first session 
and in a relatively short pe-

riod of time to achieve that 
goal, pointing out that a num-
ber of qualified women ele-
ments were attracted in order 
to enhance work and diversify 
experiences in the General 
Secretariat.

He added that the Gen-
eral Secretariat has dealt with 
a number of organizational 
matters aimed at strengthen-
ing the work in the Council 
and supporting the legislative 
process. He said that it has 
also appointed the competen-

cies of departments, sections 
and administrative units, and 
formed the committees con-
cerned with their employees 
and workers and special com-
mittees for the conduct of 
their work.

He concluded his remarks 
saying that the State of Qatar 
has managed also to win presi-
dency of the Arab Association 
of Secretaries General of Parlia-
ments (AASGP), and will look 
to advance the council’s status 
regionally and internationally.

Discussed many vital issues of interest
to Qatar and its citizens: Shura speaker

QNA 
Doha

SPeAKer of the Shura Coun-
cil He Hassan bin Abdullah 
Al Ghanim affirmed that, dur-
ing the 35 regular sessions and 
several committee meetings 
the Shura Council held, it ad-
dressed many vital issues of in-
terest to Qatar and its citizens, 
in addition to making the ap-
propriate suggestions on sev-
eral matters.

in his speech during the 
closing session of the first 
regular session of the first leg-
islative term, corresponding to 
the 50th session of the Shura 
Council, the speaker, on be-
half of the council members, 
thanked the Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani for his keenness to 
support the council by granting 
it a role in the decision-making 
process.

The Shura speaker re-
viewed the accomplishments 
achieved by the Council, which 
were characterised by con-
structive actions, discussions 
and recommendations.

The Council addressed sev-
eral important topics related to 
the legislative tools that regu-

late the affairs of the temporary 
expropriation and appropria-
tion of real estate for the public 
benefit, and the regulation of 
the ownership of real estate in 
the country by diplomatic and 
consular missions or other im-
portant issues that concern the 
citizens such as the two draft 
laws on social security and mil-
itary retirement, he said.

The Council also discussed 
proposals related to inflation, 
the high cost of living and the 
increasing financial burdens in 
society, as well as Qataris’ re-
luctance towards the teaching 
profession, aspects associated 
with marriage, Qatari job seek-
ers and promoting values and 
national identity, in addition to 
many other topics, he added, 

pointing out that the Council 
submitted its proposals re-
garding those topics to the gov-
ernment. Ghanim noted that 
during its sessions, the Council 
discussed and approved the 
organisational structure and 
the personnel regulations of 
the Council, as well as study-
ing and discussing the electoral 
programmes of the members.

He commended the gov-
ernment for its efforts made by, 
as well as its constructive coop-
eration with the Council in the 
legislative field, praising the 
prominent role of the heads of 
the committees and all mem-
bers of the Shura Council for 
their efforts in order to achieve 
the well-being and prosperity 
of the country and its citizens.

The success of the Council 
in performing its role would 
not have been possible without 
the interaction and popular 
participation of loyal citizens, 
by presenting their views and 
suggestions through their rep-
resentatives, he noted.

He also commended the 
role of the various media out-
lets, indicating that they car-
ried out their mission to the 
fullest by reporting and con-
veying the Council’s events and 
news, and addressing issues 
that attracted the communi-
ty’s interest in discussion and 
analysis, thanking the Coun-
cil’s General Secretariat and its 
staff for their efforts to run and 
implement the tasks and work 
of the Council.

The Shura speaker noted 
that this session has been a 
remarkable experience, filled 
with legislative and oversight 
tasks, parliamentary partici-
pation and diplomatic work 
in parliamentary forums and 
conferences, as well as interna-
tional organisations concerned 
with the parliamentary role.

He prayed for the protec-
tion and continuous security 
and development of the coun-
try under the wise leadership of 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

During the closing session, 
the Council reviewed the report 
of its Special Committee Stud-
ying Aspects Associated with 
marriage. The Council also ap-
proved a request to extend the 
work of its information and 
Cultural Affairs Committee to 
study Qataris’ reluctance to-
wards the teaching profession.

Afterwards, Secretary-
General of the Council He Dr 
Ahmed bin Nasser Al Fadhala 
read out Decree No 31 of 2022 
to adjourn the first regular ses-
sion of the first legislative term, 
corresponding to the 50th ses-
sion of the Council as of Tues-
day, Dhu’l-Hijjah 6, 1443 AH, 
corresponding to July 5, 2022.

Deputy Speaker: Council 
enjoyed substantial support 
of Qatar’s wise leadership

QNA
Doha

DePuTy Speaker of Shura 
Council He Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan Al Sulaiti has said 
that the accomplishments 
of the Shura Council dur-
ing the first legislative term, 
corresponding to the Shura 
Council’s 50th annual ses-
sion came thanks to the un-
limited support from the 
wise leadership and its great 
commitment to promoting 
the popular involvement in 
decision-making process.

The Deputy Speaker ex-
tended the warmest thanks 
and gratitude to the Amir 
HH Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani on the occasion 
of the end of the session. 
She lauded the constructive 
cooperation between the 
council and the government. 
She also lauded the fruitful 
responses from the all con-
cerned authorities pertaining 
to the topics discussed by the 
council during its session. 
She praised the strenuous 
efforts made by He Speaker 
of Shura Council, and Their 
excellencies the members, 
whether during the plenary 
sessions, or during the meet-
ings of the committees that 
have made appreciable ef-
forts during the discussion of 
what is submitted from the 
Council, based on their great 
commitment to achieving the 
interest of the country and 
citizens.

He Dr Hamda bint Has-
san Al-Sulaiti also lauded the 
efforts made by the General 
Secretariat for the sake of fos-
tering the legislative process 
carried out by the council, 
indicating that the integra-
tion between the concerned 
authorities has substantially 
contributed to accomplish-
ing all drafts of laws reviewed 
by the council during the 
past period, including the 
council’s participation in the 
international parliamentary 
arenas, pointing out that the 
participation of the council’s 
members in those arenas had 
prominent attendance at the 
entire levels, in addition to 
the concrete impact, explain-
ing that Shura Council man-
aged to occupy a premium 
position during these effec-
tive participations through 
wining further memberships 
in committees, including re-
gional and international par-
liamentary associations.

He Dr Hamda bint Has-
san Al-Sulaiti expressed 
satisfaction at the internal 
and external meetings and 
gatherings held by Shura 
Council during the past peri-
ods, underscoring that these 
meetings had significantly 
contributed to proving its po-
sitions and bolstering Qatar’s 
regional and international 
high profile status, in ad-
dition to substantially con-
tributing to strengthening 
parliamentary relations and 
exchanging of experiences.


