
AGENCIES
WARSAW (POLAND)

THE draw of the 2023 IHF 
Men’s World Championship 
was completed on Saturday 
at the Polish National Radio 
Symphony Orchestra in Ka-
towice, the same city which 
will host the first match of 
the competition, Poland vs 
France, on 11 January 2023.

In a prestigious event, the 
scene was set by an impromp-
tu concert by Polish National 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, 
before the singer of the official 
anthem of the competition, 
Polish star Alicja Szemplińska, 
was presented, as well as Pax, 
the Poland/Sweden 2023 
mascot.

A short statement from 
IHF President Dr Hassan 
Moustafa followed, which un-
derlined the motto of the 28th 
IHF Men’s World Champion-
ship, “Stick Together”. 

“We are talking about 32 

teams that will take part in the 
IHF Men’s World Champion-
ship, it means that these are 
the top 32 teams in the world. 
We all need to stick together,” 
said Dr Hassan Moustafa.

The official ball of the com-
petition, which is coloured in 
red, white, yellow and blue, the 
traditional colours of the two 
hosts Poland and Sweden was 
also presented by the IHF Pres-
ident before the draw started.

IHF Commission of Or-
ganising and Competition 
(COC) Chairperson Per Ber-
telsen and IHF Competitions 
Director Patric Strub con-
ducted the draw, assisted by 
former stars from each of the 
two hosts – Poland’s Slawomir 
Szmal and Sweden’s Magnus 
Wislander.

Each hosting country had 
the prerogative of assigning 
a qualified team to each host 
city. Therefore, Germany will 
play their preliminary round 
in Group E in the Spodek in 

Katowice, Spain and Norway 
are due to play in the TAURON 
Arena in Krakow in Groups A 
and F, respectively, reigning 
champions Denmark will face 
their Group H opponents in 
Malmo, Croatia have been as-
signed to Group G in Jonkop-
ing and Iceland to Group D in 
Kristianstad.

Hosts Poland and Sweden 
have elected to feature in Ka-
towice and Gothenburg, re-
spectively.

The most balanced group 
looks to be the one featuring 
co-hosts Poland, as their for-
mer star, Slawomir Szmal, was 
not their talisman during the 
draw. Poland will face France, 
Saudi Arabia and Slovenia, as 
their task of navigating to the 
main round with four points 
looks difficult.

Two other groups – Group 
D and Group F – also have 
three European teams at the 
start, as Portugal and Iceland 
will meet once again, after fac-

ing off in the same phase of 
the competition at Egypt 2021, 
while Norway hope to take 
three wins in three matches 
against North Macedonia, Ar-
gentina and the Netherlands, 

a team that is appearing at the 
men’s flagship competition for 
the first time since 1961.

Reigning champions Den-
mark were allocated to Group 
H, where they are heavily fa-

voured against Belgium, who 
make their debut at the IHF 
Men’s World Championship, 
Bahrain and the fourth-placed 
side at the CAHB African 
Men’s Championship, due to 
take place this July in Egypt.

Co-hosts Sweden, the sil-
ver medallists at Egypt 2021, 
who will be cheered on by their 
home fans in Gothenburg, are 
also favoured to progress from 
their group with a maximum 
amount of points, facing Bra-
zil, Uruguay and the runners-
up from the CAHB African 
Men’s Championship.

The team that is going to 
become the champions of Af-
rica headlines Group G, where 
they are facing Croatia, the 
CAHB African Men’s Champi-
onship bronze medallists and 
the United States of America, 
who make their return after 22 
years in the competition.

Last, but not least, Germa-
ny face Qatar, Serbia and the 
fifth-placed team at the CAHB 

African Men’s Championship 
in Group E.

The top three sides in each 
group will progress to the main 
round, while the last-placed 
sides are set to face each other 
in the President’s Cup.

The draw:
Group A (in Krakow): Spain, 
Montenegro, Chile, Islamic 
Republic of Iran
Group B (in Katowice): France, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia
Group C (in Gothenburg): Swe-
den, Brazil, Africa 2, Uruguay
Group D (in Kristianstad): Ice-
land, Portugal, Hungary, Repub-
lic of Korea
Group E (in Katowice): Germa-
ny, Qatar, Serbia, Africa 5
Group F (in Krakow): Norway, 
North Macedonia, Argentina, 
Netherlands
Group G (in Jönköping): Africa 
1, Croatia, Africa 3, United 
States of America
Group H (in Malmö): Denmark, 
Belgium, Bahrain, Africa 4.
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Qatar drawn with Germany and Serbia for 2023 Men’s Handball Worlds

Watson knocked 
out by German 

youngster Niemeier
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

HEATHER Watson’s Wim-
bledon run was ended in the 
fourth round by Centre Court 
debutant Jule Niemeier.

British number four Wat-
son enjoyed a memorable run 
to the last 16, her best show-
ing in any Grand Slam. But 
a quarter-final spot proved 
beyond the 30-year-old from 
Guernsey as German young-
ster Niemeier won 6-2, 6-4.

Beforehand the crowd 
were treated to a parade of for-
mer champions including Rod 
Laver, Billie Jean King, Bjorn 
Borg, Andy Murray and Roger 
Federer to celebrate Centre 
Court’s centenary.

Unfortunately, they then 
got to witness what has been a 
familiar sight over the last 100 

years, that of a British player 
being knocked out.

Niemeier, 22, may be un-
seeded but she beat number 
two seed Anett Kontaveit in the 
second round, and illustrated 
her quality with a stunning 
winner from the baseline as she 
chased down a Watson lob.

It was a flat first set from 
Watson, who was broken twice 
and swatted the net in frustra-
tion after missing a simple vol-
ley to bring up set point.

Home hopes were briefly 
raised when Watson confi-
dently broke for a 2-0 lead in 
the second, but she was unable 
to back it up and double-faulted 
as Niemeier hit straight back.

Two more double faults in 
her next service game spelled 
the end for Watson as Nie-
meier wrapped up victory in 
an hour and 17 minutes.

Germany’s Jule Niemeier celebrates beating Britain’s Heather Watson 
during their round of 16 women’s singles match on the seventh day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club 
in London on Sunday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
LONDON

WORLD No.2 Ons Jabeur held 
off a strong challenge from 
24th seed Elise Mertens to ad-
vance to her second straight 
Wimbledon quarter-final, de-
feating the Belgian 7-6(9), 6-4 
in the fourth round on Sunday. 

Jabeur will face the Czech 
Republic’s Marie Bouzkova 
for a spot in her first major 
semi-final. 

With World No.1 Iga 
Swiatek’s exit in the third 
round, the 27-year-old Tuni-
sian took up the torch as the 
highest-ranked player in the 
draw. A champion in Berlin 
two weeks ago, Jabeur is now 
9-0 on grass this season. She 
has not lost a set en route to 
the quarterfinals.

“Hopefully I can continue 
the streak,” Jabeur said. “I 
love playing on grass. I love 
the connection between na-
ture and me. Hopefully it can 
continue to the final.”

Mertens came into the 
fourth round having saved 
match points in the second 
round against Panna Udvardy. 

She played loose and posi-
tive tennis to oust 2018 cham-
pion Angelique Kerber in 
straight sets in the third round 
and looked primed for an upset 
over Jabeur. She won their only 
previous meeting, a straight-set 
win at the 2021 US Open.

The Tunisian earned the 
early break in the opening 
set but Mertens’ consistency 
proved a tough puzzle for 
Jabeur to solve all day. Jabeur 

led 4-2 in the first set only to 
see Mertens peg her back to 
level the set at 4-4. 

By the time the set reached 
the tiebreak, it was Mertens 
who was regularly dictating 
from the baseline. 

That steady aggression 
from the baseline earned 
Mertens a 6-3 lead in the tie-

break before Jabeur mounted 
a furious comeback. In all, 
Jabeur played four perfect 
points to save four set points. 
She closed out the 60-minute 
set on her second set point, 
winning one of the longest ral-
lies of the match - 16 shots - to 
take the tiebreak 11-9.

“She’s a great opponent, 

really,” Jabeur said. 
“It’s never easy to play her 

and I had to dig very deep in 
the tiebreak. I couldn’t imag-
ine myself playing three sets 
against her.” 

The second set played out 
similarly to the first. Again 
Jabeur earned an early break 
only for Mertens to claw it 

back and stay level with the 
World No.2. 

But serving at 4-5, Mertens 
could not dig herself out of a 
15-30 hole. 

On Jabeur’s first match 
point, Mertens hit her only 
double-fault of the day to end 
the match after 1 hour and 46 
minutes.

Jabeur edges Mertens to make 
back-to-back Wimbledon QF

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

CAMERON Norrie kept the 
British flag flying in singles at 
Wimbledon by defeating Tom-
my Paul to reach the first Grand 
Slam quarter-final of his career.

Heather Watson’s defeat 
earlier on Centre Court had 
left Norrie in the increasingly 
familiar situation of being the 
last Briton standing, and he ap-
pears more than up to the task.

The ninth seed had eased 
past another American, Steve 
Johnson, in the third round 
and he built on that with an-
other excellent performance on 
Court One, beating 30th seed 

Paul 6-4, 7-5, 6-4.
Having never previously 

been past the third round at a 
slam, Norrie is thriving on his 
first deep run and will be fa-

voured to go further, with un-
seeded Belgian David Goffin his 
opponent in the last eight.

Norrie is known for his con-
sistency and relentless athleti-

cism but his forehand was the 
key weapon here from the mo-
ment he drilled a pass down the 
line on the first point.

Paul, also looking to reach 
his first slam quarter-final, 
will probably have nightmares 
about that shot, with Norrie 
using it time and again to take 
control in rallies.

Paul was facing a fourth 
consecutive left-handed oppo-
nent and had chosen Norrie as 
his practice partner to prepare 
for the previous three, so the 
26-year-old’s game would not 
have come as a surprise.

Finding an answer, though, 
was another matter. Paul forced 
four break points in the sixth 

game but each time Norrie was 
rock solid, and that proved to 
be the American’s only chance 
to draw level in the opening set.

The second set followed a 
similar pattern until Norrie dis-
played his first signs of tension, 
failing to serve it out at 5-4.

It was Paul’s chance to re-
ally put his opponent under 
pressure but instead he played 
his worst service game of the 
match to give Norrie another 
opportunity, and this time he 
made no mistake.

With Norrie appearing in 
complete control, and another 
early break in the third was 
enough to send him through to 
the last eight in style.

Norrie reaches his first Grand Slam last eight

Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates beating Belgium’s Elise Mertens in the round of 16 women’s singles match on the seventh day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Sunday. Jabeur won 7-6 (9), 6-4. (AFP)

Britain’s Cameron Norrie returns the ball to US player Tommy Paul during 
their round of 16 men’s singles match at Wimbledon on Sunday. (AFP)

Girlfriend of Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie, 
Louise Jacobi (R), 
applauds him after 
winning his round of 
16 men’s singles ten-
nis match against US 
player Tommy Paul 
at Wimbledon on 
Sunday. (AFP)
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ROGER Federer hopes he 
can grace the Centre Court at 
Wimbledon one last time as he 
bids to return from the knee 
injury he suffered last year.

The 20-time Grand Slam 
champion has not played 
since undergoing knee sur-
gery after a straight-sets de-
feat to Hubert Hurkacz in 
the quarter-finals at SW19 
last July, having also missed 
much of the 2020 season with 
a similar injury.

But Federer, an eight-time 
Wimbledon champion, has re-
peatedly ruled out retiring and 
said last month he intends to 
make an ATP tour comeback 
in 2023.

Speaking alongside a 
swathe of former Wimbledon 
champions at a ceremony 
marking 100 years since the 
opening of Centre Court on 
Sunday, the 40-year-old said 
he hopes to extend his long 
association with the tourna-
ment when he returns.

“I’ve been lucky enough to 
play a lot of matches on this 
court, it feels awkward to be 
here today in a different type 
of role, but it’s great to be here 
with all the other champions,” 
he said.

“This court has given me 
my biggest wins, my big-
gest losses, one of my high-
lights of course was in 2001, 
walking out here with Pete 
Sampras (for a memorable 
fourth-round match), who 
inspired a lot of us to play, to 
try to be successful and rep-
resent the sport well, I hope 
I did that.

“I hope I can come back 
like you said, one more time.” 

Federer’s injury woes have 
reduced him to featuring at 
just three of the last 10 Grand 
Slams, and he revealed his re-
covery had taken longer than 
he anticipated.  

“Of course, I’ve missed be-
ing here, I would have loved to 
be here,” he added.

“I knew walking out here 
last year (after his exit) it was 
going to be a tough year ahead.  
“Maybe I didn’t think it was 
going to take me this long to 
come back, but the knee has 
been rough on me.

“But I’ve been happy, it’s 
been a good year, regardless of 
tennis.”

Cliff Richard adds to  
the grand occasion
BBC.com adds: Wimbledon 
stalwart Sir Cliff Richard 
and British singer Freya Rid-
ings performed to the crowd,  
on the first scheduled mid-
dle Sunday of the tourna-
ment, and there were guest  
appearances from a host of 
famous faces.

Martina Navratilova, 
who holds the Wimbledon 
record with nine singles ti-

tles, tweeted she was “gut-
ted” that she had to miss the 
celebration after contracting 
COVID-19.

Also present at Wimble-
don on Sunday were Covid 
heroes in the NHS and social 
care, along with refugees from 
Ukraine, Afghanistan and Syr-
ia who have settled in Merton 
and Wandsworth.

The Championships 
moved to its present site on 
Church Road in 1922, the 
same year Centre Court was 
opened.

Built in just nine months, it 
is now the sixth-largest tennis-
specific stadium in the world, 
with a capacity of 14,979.

Wimbledon tournament’s former famous winners pose for a family photo during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony, on the seventh day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Club in Wimbledon, London, Sunday. (AFP)

Federer hopes for one more Centre Court outing

LEGENDS GRACE HALLOWED TURF TO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF CENTRE COURT AT WIMBLEDON 
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Swiss tennis player Roger Federer (R) waves next to Serbia’s Novak Djokovic as they take part in the Cen-
tre Court Centenary Ceremony. Djokovic and Federer boast a total of 14 Wimbledon singles titles.

(From L) Australian retired player Rod Laver, Swedish former star Bjorn Borg and five-time winner of Wim-
bledon titles Venus Williams during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony.

Australian retired player and former world No. 1, Margaret Court, 
takes part in the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony. Legendary Court 
has 24 Grand Slam singles titles to her name.

US retired tennis player and former world No. 1, Chris Evert, walks in 
during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony. 

Australian retired tennis player and former world No. 1, John New-
combe (R) jokes with Spanish star Rafael Nadal next to British former 
world No. 1 player Angela Mortimer.

French former player and winner of the Wimbledon Tournament, 
Marion Bartoli, takes part in the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony at 
The All England Tennis Club in London. 

Bristish singer Cliff Richard performs during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony with an A capella ver-
sion of Summer Holiday, recreating his singalong when the rain was falling during the 1996 tournament.



Groenewegen snatches 
sprint victory in stage three

STATS PERFORM/DPA

DYLAN Groenewegen 
snatched victory from Wout 
van Aert on the finish line to 
bring a dramatic end to the 
Tour de France’s three-stage 
stint in Denmark.

The caravan packs up and 
heads to France ahead of stage 
four on Tuesday, and much of 
Sunday’s 182-kilometre race 
from Vejle to Sonderborg was 
calm and controlled.

Yet a crash with just under 
10km to go that almost caught 
two-time champion Tadej 
Pogacar sparked a frantic con-
clusion.

Fabio Jakobsen, the sprint 
favourite who triumphed on 
Saturday, had another fan-
tastic lead-out from Michael 
Morkov, yet the Quick-Step 

Alpha Vinyl rider got caught in 
the pack.

Lotto Soudal’s sprint hope 
Caleb Ewan was likewise frus-
trated as Peter Sagan took his 
line, and it looked as though 
he would compete with Van 
Aert, donning the yellow jer-
sey after successive second-
place finishes.

However, Groenewegen 
caught the pair cold, with a 
last-gasp lunge just nudging 
his front wheel across the line 
ahead of Van Aert, while Sa-
gan was beaten to third by 
Jasper Philipsen.

Groenewegen has now 
won five stages at Le Tour, yet 
this one is perhaps the most 
meaningful, with the Dutch-
man having been banned for 
nine months in 2020 for caus-
ing a crash that left Jakobsen 

in a medically induced coma.
“I want to say thank you to 

my team and my family and 
friends for getting me back to 
the Tour in good shape. It’s 
beautiful,” said Groenewegen, 
who suffered a broken collar 
bone and needed facial recon-
struction as a result of that 
collision at the 2020 Tour de 
Pologne, for which he subse-
quently apologized.

“Not physically a struggle, 
but mentally it was a hard time 
of course. This for my wife and 
my son, it means a lot to me.” 

Having been pipped to the 
post by Jakobsen on Saturday, 
Team Jumbo-Visma rider Van 
Aert was frustrated by an even 
finer margin this time around, 
though can be consoled by the 
fact he retained the yellow jer-
sey and has a 17-point lead in 
the points classification.

“It’s not funny anymore,” 
Van Aert quipped. 

“To finish second three 
days in a row!” Pogacar will 
be looking to get the famous 
jersey off Van Aert later in the 
race as he hunts for his third 

straight Tour de France tri-
umph, though the Slovenian 
was fortunate that he escaped 
the late crash. His back wheel 
was clipped, but he just man-
aged to keep his balance.
Stage 3 winners 
1. Dylan Groenewegen (NED) 
Team BikeExchange - Jayco 
4:11:33 2. Wout van Aert 
(BEL) Jumbo - Visma 3. Jasper 
Philipsen (BEL) Alpecin - Dece-
uninck 4. Peter Sagan (SVK) 
TotalEnergies 5. Fabio Jakobsen 
(NED) Quick-Step - Alpha Vinyl 
Team.

DPA
SILVERSTONE

FERRARI’S Carlos Sainz con-
verted his maiden pole posi-
tion into a first career For-
mula One victory on Sunday 
at a British Grand Prix over-
shadowed by a massive early 
crash for Chinese driver Zhou 
Guanyu.

Zhou was clipped by 
the Mercedes of George Rus-
sell in a furious opening from 
the green light and his Alfa 
Romeo flipped over, skidded 
off the gravel and thumped 
into the Silverstone track’s 
protective fence.

“I’m ok, all clear,” Zhou 
tweeted, adding the protective 
“Halo saved me today.” 

He was eventually released 
from the medical centre with-
out serious injury though Wil-
liams driver Alex Albon was 
transferred to hospital after 
also suffering a high impact 
crash.

Sainz was aided by a late 
safety car and overtook team-
mate Charles Leclerc at the 
start of the final 10-lap sprint. 
He was then helped further 
by Sergio Perez’s Red Bull 
and Lewis Hamilton of Mer-
cedes having a remarkable 
fight to reach the podium be-
hind him, forcing Leclerc into 
fourth.

Standings leader Max Ver-
stappen was out of contention 
having damaged his Red Bull 
when when first, en route to 
finishing seventh.

Reigning champion Ver-
stappen leads the standings 
by 34 points from Perez going 
into Red Bull’s home race in 
Austria next week.

Sainz’s first win came in 
his 150th race and came from 
Ferrari not pitting Leclerc 
when Esteban Ocon’s broken 
Alpine caused a lap 39 safety 
car.

“I don’t know what to say,” 
the Spaniard said. “It’s amaz-
ing. It’s a very special day I will 
never forget.

“It was not easy, I strug-
gled a lot with the balance on 

the first stint. All of a sudden 
the safety car gave us a chance 
to get back in it and we did it.” 

A brilliant re-start on fresh 
rubber let him cruise to vic-
tory while Leclerc lost out to 
Perez - who superbly recov-
ered from early damage - and 
then Hamilton, who himself 
had led for a while due to a 
late pit stop.

It was a great comeback, 
we never gave up and kept 
pushing,” said Perez. “We 

kept trying. It was some epic 
final laps.” Hamilton, whose 
Mercedes suffered less from 
bouncing than previously un-
der modified rules, admitted: 
“We lost a bit of time in the pit 
stops, and then I was chasing 
and chasing, but the pace was 
good.

“We are going to continue 
to push, try and give it every-
thing we can.” 

After qualifying in the wet, 
drivers had free tyre choice 

and Verstappen, on softs, eas-
ily raced clear of maiden pole-
sitter Sainz on mediums from 
the start.

But after a break of nearly 
an hour following the Zhou’s 
crash, which ended the race of 
home hope Russell, there was 
a restart using the initial grid.

Sainz held off Verstappen 

in another frantic open but 
a mistake conceded the lead 
on lap 12 only for Verstappen 
to limp into the pits two laps 
later.

Leclerc complained about 
Sainz’s lack of pace regularly 
and after pit stops on laps 
20 and 24, was eventually 
swapped with his team-mate 

only to be undone later. He 
missed a great chance to re-
ignite his title hopes.

Fernando Alonso (Alpine) 
and Lando Norris (McLaren) 
were fifth and sixth while 
Germany’s Mick Schumacher 
(Haas) took his first career 
points in eighth, ahead of 
compatriot and 35th birthday-

boy Sebastian Vettel (Aston 
Martin) in ninth. Kevin Mag-
nussen of Haas was 10th.

Lance Stroll (Aston Mar-
tin), Nicholas Latifi (Williams) 
and Yuki Tsunoda (Alpha 
Tauri) finished outside the 
points while Pierre Gasly (Al-
pha Tauri) and Valtteri Bottas 
(Alfa Romeo) both retired.

Sainz claims maiden win at British 
F1 GP, Zhou survives huge crash

Hamilton hails Mercedes 
upgrade after another  
Silverstone podium

STATS PERFORM/DPA

LEWIS Hamilton snatched 
third place at the British 
Grand Prix and hailed his 
Mercedes team for making an-
other positive stride after their 
difficult start to the Formula 
One season.

The seven-time world 
champion has secured back-
to-back podium finishes for 
the first time this season, 
with Mercedes utilizing up-
grade packages to alleviate 
the issues they encountered 
in the first chunk of the cam-
paign.

While they remain off the 
pace of the title-fighting Red 
Bulls and Ferraris, Hamilton 
believes the performance at 
Silverstone was another sig-
nificant step in the team’s 
recovery.

“I gave it everything today, 
trying to chase down those 
Ferraris. Congratulations to 
Carlos, they were too quick for 
us today,” he said.

“In the end, I was in 
amongst that battle with 
Checo [Sergio Perez], those 
guys were just too quick on the 
straights for me today.

“I’m so grateful for the 
hard work all the team did to 
make an upgrade here, we got 
a step closer to them, so we 
need to keep pushing.” 

Hamilton, who was con-
gratulated after the race by 
Hollywood star Tom Cruise, 
said: “We lost a bit of time in 
the pit stop, then I was chas-
ing and chasing and chasing, 
but the pace was great on both 
sets of tyres. 

“At the end, it was a lit-

tle bit difficult; once you get a 
Red Bull behind you, they are 
so fast on the straights.  

“We’ve got some improve-
ments to make, but this is a 
huge bonus for to be on the 
podium.” 

Hamilton paid tribute to 
the home fans at Silverstone 
following what has been a re-
cord-breaking attendance for 
the British Grand Prix, with 
over 400,000 attending across 
the four days.

“I have to give it up for this 
crowd, we’ve had the biggest 
show in history for an event 
in the UK, so I really have to 
say thank you to everyone for 
incredible support,” he added.

“We don’t see this any-
where else around the world, 
this is literally the greatest 
group we get to see.”

TOUR DE FRANCE IN DENMARK 

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr waves a Spanish flag after 
winning the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor 
racing circuit in Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Race winner Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr celebrates after the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in 
Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Alfa Romeo’s Chinese driver Zhou Guanyu skids across the track after a 
collision at the start of the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silver-
stone motor racing circuit in Silverstone in England on Sunday. (AFP)

Results of the British Grand Prix, the 10th leg of the 22-race Formula One 
world championship, at Silverstone on Sunday:
1. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP/Ferrari) 1hr 21min 20.440sec, 2. Sergio Perez (MEX/
Red Bull) at 3.779, 3. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 6.225, 4. Charles 
Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 8.546, 5. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 
9.571, 6. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 11.943, 7. Max Verstappen 
(NED/Red Bull) 18.777, 8. Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 18.995, 9. 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 22.356, 10. Kevin Magnussen 
(DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 24.590, 11. Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 
26.147, 12. Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) 32.511, 13. Daniel 
Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes) 32.817, 14. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/

AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 40.910
Fastest lap: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)
Retirements: George Russell (GBR/Mercedes), Alex Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo), Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa 
Romeo), Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-
Renault)

World championship standings
Drivers
1. Max Verstappen (NED) 181 pts, 2. Sergio Perez (MEX) 147, 3. Charles 
Leclerc (MON) 138, 4. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP) 127, 5. George Russell (GBR) 

111, 6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 93, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 58, 8. Valtteri Bottas 
(FIN) 46, 9. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 39, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 28, 11. Pierre 
Gasly (FRA) 16, 12. Kevin Magnussen (DEN) 16, 13. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 
15, 14. Sebastian Vettel (GER) 15, 15. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 16. Zhou 
Guanyu (CHN) 5, 17. Mick Schumacher (GER) 4, 18. Alexander Albon (THA) 
3, 19. Lance Stroll (CAN) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. Nico Hulkenberg 
(GER) 0
Constructors
1. Red Bull 328 pts, 2. Ferrari 265, 3. Mercedes 204, 4. McLaren-Mercedes 
73, 5. Alpine-Renault 67, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 8. 
Haas-Ferrari 20, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 18, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Dutch rider Dylan Groenewegen cel-
ebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 3rd stage of the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and 
Sonderborg in Denmark on Sunday. (AFP)

Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Dutch rider Dylan Groenewegen celebrates on the podium after the 3rd 
stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and Sonderborg in 
Denmark on Sunday. (AFP)

Third-placed Mercedes’ British 
driver Lewis Hamilton waves to 
the fans from the winners’ podi-
um after the Formula One British 
Grand Prix at the Silverstone mo-
tor racing circuit in Silverstone, 
England, on Sunday. (AFP)
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AN unbeaten 50-run stand 
between Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Rishabh Pant put India in 
a commanding position at the 
end of day three after Jonny 
Bairstow’s brilliant hundred 
on Sunday.

After a circumspect start 
last evening, Jonny Bairstow 
was back at his obliterating best 
in the morning session of day 
three. Right off the bat, he took 
the attack to the Indian bowlers, 
putting them on the backfoot. It 
wasn’t long before he brought 
up his half-century and he was 
galloping towards a three-figure 
score at the rate of knots. 

Bairstow also overtook 
Australian Usman Khawaja to 
become the leading run-scorer 
in 2022, with over 850 runs. 
His intent gave a real impetus 
to the England innings. For 
the most part, Bairstow looked 
unstoppable with only rain 

forcing him from scoring as an 
early lunch was taken. 

A slight delay after the lunch 
break due to a wet outfield, but 
when play resumed, Bairstow 
raced to his fifth Test century in 
2022 – the most in this calen-
dar year in men’s Tests.

Like Bairstow, skipper Ben 
Stokes also walked out with 
an aggressive mindset. But his 
intention to take on the bowl-
ing also created some oppor-
tunities for the bowlers. He 
was first dropped by Shardul 

Thakur, when he shimmied 
down the track against Shami, 
only to miscue his shot badly. 

Later, India captain, Jas-
prit Bumrah put down a sitter 
at mid-off as Stokes attempted 
an aggressive shot against 
Thakur. 

Off the very next delivery, 
Stokes was finally dismissed 
for 25 as Bumrah took a blind-
er, with Thakur having the last 
laugh. 

After a few overs of Bum-
rah bowling from one end, and 

Thakur from another, the In-
dia captain brought Ravindra 
Jadeja’s spin into the action as 
the visitors kept their search 
for a wicket on. 

Shortly after, Mohammad 
Shami was handed the ball for 
the first time in the afternoon 
session, and he did not disap-
point. 

On his first ball, he deliv-
ered an outside-off full-length 
delivery, tempting centurion 
Bairstow to drive on, only to 
edge it into the hands of Virat 

Kohli at first slip. Shami on 
his hunt for a wicket caught 
the biggest fish of the innings, 
bringing in some much-need-
ed joy in the India camp. 

The England batter, on his 
way back, received a standing 
ovation from the Edgbaston 
crowd for his innings of grit 
– a 140-ball 106 (14 fours and 
two sixes).

Bairstow’s wicket sparked 
England’s collapse courtesy of 
Mohammed Siraj. 

From 241/7, England 
were bowled out for 284, 
with a first-innings deficit of 
132 runs. Siraj first had Stu-
art Broad caught behind by 
Rishabh Pant for 1, then he 
had Sam Billings bowled for 
36 before wrapping up the 
England innings with Matty 
Potts’ wicket, who was caught 
by Shreyas Iyer at second slip. 

After the innings break, In-
dia openers Shubman Gill and 
Cheteshwar Pujara walked out 

to bat while England handed 
the new ball to veteran pace 
ace James Anderson. 

Gill, for a second time in 
the match, fell prey to Ander-
son, caught at the second slip 
by Zak Crawley. India 4/1 in 
0.3 overs. After an early hic-
cup, Pujara and Vihari took 
India to tea at 37/1.

Vihari departed soon after 
the tea break and Virat Kohli’s 
stay at the crease did not last for 
long either – a fasntastic deliv-
ery from Stokes bringing about 
his downfall as Root lapped up 
a sharp catch at first slip.

Pujara was his usual pa-
tient self and despite surviv-
ing a couple of close calls and 
a nasty blow to his fingers, 
brought up his 33rd Test fifty. 

His partner Rishabh Pant 
continued in the same aggres-
sive fashion he employed in 
the first innings and together 
the duo helped India’s lead 
past 250.

Pujara, Pant help India consolidate 
lead after Bairstow masterclass

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NICK Kyrgios labelled Stefanos 
Tsitsipas “soft” and defended 
his on-court antics after the 
Greek called him a “bully” in 
the aftermath of their ill-tem-
pered Wimbledon clash.

Kyrgios recovered from one 
set down to post an impressive 
6-7 (2-7) 6-4 6-3 7-6 (9-7) win 
over the fourth seed, setting 
up a last-16 tie with Brandon 
Nakashima with a scintillating 
performance on No. 1 Court.

But the contest was not 
without controversy, with Kyr-
gios frustrating Tsitsipas by 
calling for him to be default-
ed after the Greek narrowly 
missed a spectator when firing 
a ball into the crowd at the end 
of the second set.

The Australian then la-
belled the umpire a “disgrace” 
during an extraordinary out-
burst, and his antics seemed to 
get under the skin of Tsitsipas, 
who was deducted a point for 
sending another ball towards 
the spectators before appear-
ing to hit a couple of shots di-
rectly at Kyrgios.

While Kyrgios praised 
his opponent - with whom he 
played doubles at Wimbledon 
three years ago, as “a hell of a 
player” in his post-match in-
terview, neither player was in 
the mood for niceties in their 

respective news conferences.
First up was Tsitsipas, who 

accused Kyrgios of “constant 
bullying”.

“That’s what he does,” the 
world number five said of his 
rival. “He bullies the oppo-
nents. He was probably a bully 
at school himself.

“I don’t like bullies. I don’t 
like people that put other peo-
ple down.

“He has some good traits 
in his character, as well. But he 
also has a very evil side to him, 
which, if it’s exposed, it can real-
ly do a lot of harm and bad to the 
people around him.” Kyrgios, 

who has now claimed four wins 
in five career meetings with Tsit-
sipas, responded to that criti-
cism shortly thereafter, alleging 
the Greek was not popular in 
the locker room and saying his 
inability to handle such matches 
would hold him back.

“He’s that soft, to come in 

here and say I bullied him? 
That’s just soft,” Kyrgios said.  
“We’re not cut from the same 
cloth. If he’s affected by that to-
day, then that’s what’s holding 
him back, because someone 
can just do that and that’s go-
ing to throw him off his game 
like that. I just think it’s soft.

“I don’t know what to say. 
I’m not sure how I bullied him.

“He was the one hitting balls 
at me, he was the one that hit a 
spectator, he was the one that 
smacked it out of the stadium.

“I didn’t do anything. I 
was actually like. apart from 
me just going back and forth 
to the umpire for a bit, I did 
nothing towards Stefanos to-
day that was disrespectful, I 
don’t think. I was not drilling 
him with balls.

“I feel great, the circus was 
all him today. I think if he’s 
making that match about me, 
he’s got some serious issues, 
I’m good in the locker room, 
I’ve got many friends, I’m ac-
tually one of the most liked 
[players]. I’m set.

“He’s not liked, let’s just 
put that there. I’m good, I feel 
good.” 

Kyrgios is just one win 
away from matching his best 
run at Wimbledon, having 
reached the quarter-finals in 
2014 with a win over Rafael 
Nadal before being beaten by 
Milos Raonic.

Kyrgios hits out at ‘soft’ Tsitsipas 
after being labelled a ‘bully’

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (R) looks at the umpire talking with an official of the tournament during his men’s 
singles match against Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships 
at The All England Club in London on Saturday. (AFP)

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

FABIO Carvalho revealed he 
was itching to sign for Liv-
erpool upon learning he had 
caught their eye.

The 19-year-old has now 
officially completed his move 
to the Reds from Fulham, hav-
ing been unable to make the 
switch at the end of the Janu-
ary transfer window as a med-
ical and formal paperwork 
could not be concluded.

But the Portuguese wing-
er, who scored 10 goals in 36 
matches last season to help the 
Cottagers seal an immediate 
return to the Premier League, 
was in no doubt where he 
would end up this summer.

“It’s just an amazing feel-
ing to be here at one of the big-
gest clubs in the world, if not 
the biggest. So, I’m just happy 
to be here and I can’t wait to 

get started,” he told the Liver-
pool homepage.

“Once you hear that Liv-
erpool are interested, there’s 
only one thought in your 
mind, which is to join them 
and try to be in and around the 
team. Hopefully I can achieve 
big things.

“I spoke with everyone, 
and the manager, and it just 
felt so natural.

When things become natu-
ral it’s just so much easier to 
make a decision.” 

He added: “I don’t think 
you really need any persuasion 
to become a Liverpool player 
because of how big the club is.” 

Carvalho, born in Lisbon 
before moving with his family 
to England in his youth, will 
wear the number 28 shirt for 
Juergen Klopp’s side and was 
speaking at his unveiling on 
Sunday ahead of the first day 
of pre-season on Monday.

Liverpool new boy  
Carvalho ‘didn’t need any 
persuading’ to join Reds
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England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates after reaching his century on Day 3 of the fifth cricket Test against India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, 
central England, on Sunday. Bairstow made 106 before the hosts were bowled out for 284 in reply to India’s first innings total of 416. India lead 
the five-match series 2-1 which was stopped last year due to COVID. (AFP)

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara celebrates his fifty on Day 3 of the fifth 
cricket Test against India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central Eng-
land, on Sunday. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 104; J 
Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings (overnight: 84-5)
A. Lees b Bumrah  6
Z. Crawley c Gill b Bumrah  9
O. Pope c Iyer b Bumrah  10
J. Root c Pant b Siraj  31
J. Bairstow c Kohli b Shami  106
J. Leach c Pant b Shami  0
B. Stokes c Bumrah b Thakur  25
S. Billings b Siraj  36
S. Broad c Pant b Siraj  1
M. Potts c Iyer b Siraj  19

J. Anderson not out  6
Extras: (b16, lb5, nb13, w1)  35
Total: (All out, 61.3 overs, 320 mins)  284
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Lees), 2-27 (Crawley), 3-44 
(Pope), 4-78 (Root), 5-83 (Leach), 6-149 (Stokes), 
7-241 (Bairstow), 8-248 (Broad), 9-267 (Billings), 
10-284 (Potts).
Bowling: Bumrah 19-3-68-3 (6nb); Shami 22-4-78-2 
(1w); Siraj 11.3-2-66-4; Thakur 7-0-48-1 (7nb); Jadeja 
2-0-3-0.
India 2nd Innings
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  4
C. Pujara not out  50

H. Vihari c Bairstow b Broad  11
V. Kohli c Root b Stokes  20
R. Pant not out  30
Extras: (lb7, nb2, w1)  10
Total: (For 3 wkts, 45 overs, 230 mins)  125
To bat: S Iyer, R Jadeja, S Thakur, Mohammed Shami, J 
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Gill), 2-43 (Vihari), 3-75 (Kohli)
Bowling: Anderson 14-5-26-1; Broad 12-1-38-1 (1nb); 
Potts 8-2-20-0; Leach 1-0-5-0; Stokes 7-0-22-1 (1nb), 
Root 3-1-7-0; Toss: England.
Match position: India lead by 257 runs with seven 
second-innings wickets standing.

Scoreboard

We waited  
for English 
batsmen  
to make  

mistakes: Siraj
ANI

BIRMINGHAM

PACER Mohammed Siraj said 
that India bowlers had to stay 
patient and wait for English 
batters to make mistakes while 
bowling against them.

Day 3 of the ongoing fifth 
and final Test between India 
and England belonged com-
pletely to the Indian pacers, 
who bundled out England for 
284 in the second innings after 
Indian batters posted 416 in the 
first innings. Siraj (4/66) and 
Jasprit Bumrah (3/68) lead the 
bowling attack from the front. 

“With the form Bairstow is 
in, we had to be patient, focus 
on basics and wait for them 
(England batters) to make 
mistakes. We planned simple, 
stayed patient and kept belief 
in our abilities,” said Siraj in a 
press conference after the end 
of the day’s play.

The pacer said that In-
dia has been doing well in the 
match since Day one and it is 
really good that they have made 
pressure on the hosts, who are 
trailing in the series by 2-1. 

Siraj said that the plan of 
bowlers was to hit one area 
consistently. “The ball is some-
times keeping low,” he added.

The pacer lauded Chetesh-
war Pujara for his steely unbeat-
en fifty, calling him a ‘warrior’.

“He did it in Australia. 
He is someone who raises his 
hands and contributes. It is 
good for the team,” he added.

The pacer lauded India’s 
stand-in captain Jasprit Bum-
rah, expressing how support-
ive the senior pacer is as a cap-
tain and as a senior player.

India’s Mohammed Siraj (R) 
celebrates with teammates after 
taking the wicket of England’s 
Sam Billings at Edgbaston on 
Sunday. (AFP)


