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PM graces Tarsheed’s 10th anniv celebrations

QNA
DOHA

UNDER the patronage of His High-
ness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Prime Minister and Minister of Inte-
rior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani attended the 10th 
anniversary celebrations of the Na-
tional Programme for Conservation 
and Energy Efficiency (Tarsheed) at 
Sheraton Doha Hotel on Sunday. 

Organised by the Qatar General 
Electricity and Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa), the ceremony was held 
under the slogan “Towards Sustain-
ability and Energy Efficiency”. The 
ceremony was attended by ministers, 
members of the diplomatic corps ac-
credited to the state and senior offi-
cials from various sectors.

The Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior honoured the companies 
and winners of the first places in the 
10th Tarsheed competitions.

The PM toured the exhibition ac-
companying the celebration, where 
he was briefed on the winning pro-

jects, paintings and short stories par-
ticipating in Tarsheed various com-
petitions, in addition to the Tarsheed 
Project 2022 pavilion.

During the ceremony, a short 
film entitled “Towards Sustainability 
and Energy Efficiency to Keep Qatar 
Vibrant” was shown on the achieve-
ments of “Tarsheed” during the last 
ten years.  PAGE 16

Tarsheed’s second 
phase helped save 
QR4 bn: Al Kaabi

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of State for En-
ergy Affairs HE Eng Saad 
bin Sherida Al Kaabi has re-
vealed that concerted efforts 
during the second phase of 
the National Programme for 
Conservation and Energy Ef-
ficiency (Tarsheed) led to the 
saving of over QR4 billion in 
value by the end of the last 
year.  

It also helped in realising 
savings with roughly 14,000 
GWh of electricity and more 
than 100 million CBM of wa-
ter, an estimated 138,000 
million cubic feet of gas, in-
cluding emissions reductions 
of approximately 8,500 mil-
lion kilograms of carbon di-
oxide.

In a speech delivered on 

the occasion of the 10th an-
niversary since the National 
Program for Conservation 
and Energy Efficiency was 
launched, the Minister of 
State for Energy Affairs indi-
cated that the efforts will be 
strengthened during the third 
phase of the programme, 
which began in April 2022 
and will continue until 2030. 

The enhancement of ef-
forts aim to implement more 
goals and prioritize a range 
of issues, including the op-
eration in the field of Qatar’s 
electric vehicle strategy and 
the construction of 1,000 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions by 2025, in addition to 
strengthening the efficiency 
of energy utilization and 
working on initiatives per-
taining to sustainability, as 
well as addressing the issue 

of climate change and re-
ducing carbon emissions, he 
added.

He also noted that the 
National Programme for 
Conservation and Energy Ef-
ficiency has been operating 
during the first half of the last 
decade in accordance with a 
programme that targets the 
achievement of sustainability 
goals in energy efficiency, as 
well as the expansion of uti-
lizing renewable energy in 
Qatar in line with Qatar Na-
tional Vision (QNV) 2030, 
Qatar National Development 
Strategy 2018-2022, Qatar 
National Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy 
(QNE) 2021-2025, and the 
UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

‘1,600 air movements daily  
expected during World Cup’

QNA
DOHA

DIRECTOR of Air Navigation 
Department at Qatar Civil 
Aviation Authority (QCAA) 
Ahmed Al Eshaq has con-
firmed the readiness of Qatari 
air navigation for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in a 
highly professional manner.

He said all procedures re-
lated to the Qatari airspace 
and the flow of aircraft move-
ment and air control are in 
line with the requirements of 
operational intensity during 
the World Cup.

In an interview with Al-
Sharq newspaper, Al Eshaq 
expressed his expectations 
that the air traffic during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
would reach more than 1,600 
air movements per day. He 
said that after the gradual 
recovery from the repercus-
sions of COVID-19, air traf-
fic rates increased in Qatar, 
ranging between 750 and 800 
air movements per day, which 
makes Qatar the second most 
crowded country in the Middle 

East in air traffic.
He stressed that all work-

ers in the field of air traffic 
control have received inten-
sive training according to the 
highest professional and tech-
nical standards to manage the 
Qatari airspace in an efficient 
and professional manner.  He 
reiterated the importance of 
the role of the Qatar Air Traf-
fic Control Center in enhanc-
ing training operations for air 
traffic controllers to improve 

their capabilities and profes-
sional competence in order to 
keep pace with the expected 
heavy air movement during 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and after the World Cup 
as well, in addition to its role in 
modernizing the local aviation 
industry system through the 
use of the latest technical and 
technological developments in 
the field of air navigation.

Qatari Hajj Mission unveils medical  
HT Rescue Jacket for pilgrims

The Qatari Hajj Mission rolled out the 
innovated HT Rescue Jacket, a first of 
its kind that will be used in the holy 
sites during this year’s Hajj pilgrim-
age season for the service of Qatari 
pilgrims and offering medical care 
to them.

Head of the Medical Unit of the 
Qatari Hajj Mission Dr Khalid Abdul Hadi 
clarified that HT Rescue Jacket is a 
new idea that was innovated and devel-

oped by the Medical Committee of the 
Qatar Red Crescent Society, which is a 
unique jacket that combines the entire 
devices and medical kits required by 
the paramedic for the immediate medi-
cal intervention specially during heavy 
crowd  situation when pilgrims embark on 
performing the religious rites, particularly 
in the holy sites in Muzdalifah where it is 
extremely hard for ambulance vehicles to 
reach out the patients. (QNA) PAGE 2

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani honoured 
the companies and winners of the first places in the 
10th Tarsheed competitions. 

Today, we 
celebrated a 
decade since 
the launch of the 
rationalisation 
programme for 

the efficient and effective use of 
energy in line with the development 
and environmental goals of Qatar 
Vision 2030. We are pleased with 
the successes and achievements of 
the programme, thanks to the various 
initiatives, competitions and partner-
ships that it has implemented so far 
in cooperation with national 
and international bodies.

All procedures related to the Qatari airspace and the flow of aircraft 
movement and air control are in line with the requirements of  
operational intensity during the FIFA World Cup.

Second batch of Hajj 
pilgrims from Qatar 

reaches Jeddah
Consul General of Qatar in Jeddah Rashid bin 
Saeed Al Khayarin has received the second group 
of Hajj pilgrims from Qatar upon their arrival at 
King Abdulaziz International Airport in Jeddah. 
Flights with Qatari pilgrims from Doha started ar-
riving at the King Abdulaziz International Airport in 
Jeddah since Saturday. The arrival of pilgrims from 
Qatar to the holy land to perform Hajj rituals will 
be completed at dawn on Monday. The pilgrims of 
Qatar are divided into nine campaigns that work 
closely to serve the pilgrims. (QNA) 

Thanks to the tireless efforts 
of all those in charge of the 
programme as well as those 

working on it, the level of efficiency of 
devices and equipment in the Qatari 
market has been raised... We have 
been able to reduce harmful carbon 
emissions, combat climate change, and 
work to improve electricity and water 
efficiency.”
— HE Eng Saad bin Sherida Al Kaabi, 
Minister of State for Energy Affairs
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FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022: Aircraft parking 
lots increased to improve capacity at airport
AL Eshaq said in the context 
of preparations for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, the 
number of aircraft parking 
lots has been increased to im-
prove the capacity at the air-
port, which is in line with the 
program and plan set by the 
management of Hamad In-
ternational Airport, which is 
expected to finish at the end 
of August. He pointed to the 
installation of the latest devices 
in the Middle East, the “virtual 
tower”, which will contribute in 
the future to dispensing with 
traditional watchtowers.

He added that this device 

can be installed anywhere, and 
through it, the aircraft can be di-
rected through screens and the 
device. There are no similar de-
vices in the Middle East except 
in Qatar, he said, adding that a 
number of modern radars have 
also been installed at Doha Air-
port and Hamad International 
Airport. The completion of the 
installation of the two addi-
tional radars at Hamad Airport 
will be done soon, contributing 
to the enhancement and sup-
port of aircraft movement on 
the runways during takeoff and 
landing.

He pointed out that the safe-
ty rates in the Qatari air traffic 
movement reach 100 percent 

because of the advanced tech-
nological devices and the effi-
ciency and professionalism of 
the air traffic controllers, who 
possess the ability, operational 
efficiency, qualitative qualifica-
tion and highly-reputed train-
ing and professionalism. He 
stated that the Air Navigation 
was provided with a large num-
ber of modern devices as well, 
and they were installed to keep 
pace with the expected increase 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Al Eshaq stated that any up-
date or change in the air naviga-
tion system is done in consulta-
tion with Qatar Airways, which 
plays its role in setting these 

routes and changes in its simu-
lator to test it and notify Air 
Navigation if the procedures 
are appropriate or need to be 
modified to ensure the smooth 
movement of aircraft, stressing 
the success of this experience 
due to the plans, operational 
programmes and advanced and 
modern devices that have been 
activated currently.

He explained that the dif-
ference between ancient air 
navigation and modern air nav-
igation is vast, indicating that 
the difference lies in the high 
technology of the current air 
navigation devices compared 
to their counterparts in the past 
ten years.

DICID participates in religious freedom summit in US
QNA 

WASHINGTON

DOHA International Center 
for Interfaith Dialogue (DI-
CID) participated in the three-
day Annual International Reli-
gious Freedom (IRF) Summit 
in the Washington, the US, 
with the attendance of several 
civil society organisations and 
human rights institutions, in 
addition to academics, re-
searchers, religious leaders 
and decision makers in the 
relevant fields.

In the summit, the centre 
was represented by Chairper-
son of DICID Dr Ibrahim bin 
Saleh Al Nuaimi. The centre is 
primarily Qatar’s platform and 

interface in promoting the val-
ues of tolerance and coexist-

ence and spreading the culture 
of pluralism and accepting 

others, as DICID is a practical 
partner in this event.

Dr Nuaimi pointed out the 
vital significance of achieving 

DICID goals and highlighting 
Qatar’s role in this field, add-
ing that the summit represents 
a great opportunity to present 
religious leaders, decision 
makers and civil society insti-
tutions, with the world map of 
religious freedom, in order to 
intensify the efforts aimed at 
positively adhering to religious 
freedom and persistently work 
to address the challenges en-
countered by many countries 
regarding religious freedom.

The Annual IRF Summit 
2022 addressed the world’s 
religious freedom reality and 
the distinctive environments 
of world countries in enabling 
all community members - citi-
zens and expatriates - to enjoy 

religious freedom concerning 
their choices, religious affili-
ation and practising without 
coercion or persecution. 

The event represented an 
opportunity to introduce sci-
entific research in this field, 
in addition to developing reli-
gious freedoms and reducing 
hatred, persecution or offence 
against religions or religious 
leaders.

During the summit, DICID 
reviewed matters pertaining to 
expanding the scope of part-
nership aspects and exerting 
further efforts in cooperation 
with the relevant organisa-
tions to establish a robust al-
liance to consolidate religious 
freedom across the globe.

Continued from page 1 

MINISTER OF CULTURE MEETS IRANIAN AMBASSADOR
Minister of Culture His Excel-
lency Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
bin Hamad Al Thani met with 
Ambassador of Iran to Qatar 
HE Hamid Reza Dehghani on 
Sunday. During the meeting, they 
discussed aspects of cooperation 
between the two countries and 
the ways to support them in the 
cultural field. (TNN)

The event represented an opportunity to introduce scientific research in this field, in addition to developing religious freedoms and reducing 
hatred, persecution or offence against religions or religious leaders.

MoPH conducts workshop 
on Qatar Dietary Guidelines
THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) recently organised the 
5th Training of Trainers Work-
shop on Qatar’s Dietary Guide-
lines, which lasted four days. 
The workshop aimed to train 
dieticians, physicians, health 
educators and nursing staff on 
guidelines and recommenda-
tions to standardise nutrition 
health messages based on the 
recommendations contained in 
the Qatar Dietary Guidelines.

The workshop featured nu-
merous lectures and practical 
activities by MoPH specialists in 
the fields of nutrition and physi-

cal activity. The workshop is part 
of the implementation of the 
Qatar Dietary Guidelines Action 
Plan, which was launched by the 
MoPH in 2015 to support and 
promote healthy lifestyle. The 
event came within the objectives 
of Qatar National Nutrition and 
Physical Activity Action Plan 
and is in line with the National 
Health Strategy 2018-2022.

The Qatar Dietary Guide-
lines serve as a mechanism 
for implementing the Dietary 
Guidelines Action Plan which 
include recommendations 
on the importance of eating 

healthy foods from all six food 
groups (vegetables, fruits, 
grains and starchy vegetables, 
legumes, milk and dairy prod-
ucts and their alternatives, fish, 
poultry, meat and their alterna-
tives), maintaining a healthy 
weight, minimising foods that 
contain high sugar, salt and fat, 
ensuring regular physical activ-
ity, drinking enough amounts 
of water, ensuring the safety 
and cleanliness of food prepa-
ration methods, healthy eating, 
and maintaining the environ-
ment as well as caring for the 
family. (TNN)

Qatari Hajj Mission unveils Medical 
HT Rescue Jacket to serve pilgrims

QNA 
MECCA

THE Qatari Hajj Mission has 
rolled out the innovated HT 
Rescue Jacket which is the 
first of its kind that will be 
used in the Holy Sites during 
this year’s Hajj pilgrimage 
season in the service of Qatari 
pilgrims and offering medical 
care to them.

During a press conference 
held at the Qatari Hajj Mis-
sion in the Holy City of Mecca, 
Head of the Medical Unit of the 
Qatari Hajj Mission Dr Khalid 
Abdul Hadi said HT Rescue 
Jacket is a new idea that was 
innovated and developed by 
the Medical Committee of the 
Qatar Red Crescent Society 
which is a unique jacket that 
combines the entire devices 
and medical kits required by 

the paramedic for the imme-
diate medical intervention 
specially during crowdy situ-
ation when pilgrims embark 
on performing the religious 
rites, particularly in the Holy 
Sites in Muzdalifah where it is 
extremely hard for ambulance 
vehicles to reach the patients. 

He said the paramedic per-
sonnel who wear this Jacket is 
capable of reaching out to the 

patients with high mobility to 
provide the emergency medi-
cal services.

Dr Abdul Hadi emphasised 
that the innovated HT Rescue 
Jacket is deemed a mobile am-
bulance vehicle which contains 
the entire medical kits and 
equipment that normal ambu-
lance vehicle contains based 
on the modern miniature de-
vices from highly recognised 

manufacturing plants, adding 
that the jacket is character-
ised by smaller size and light 
weight 6.5 kg which can be 
worn easily and keep moving 
around with any device com-
pared to other medical devices 
used in the normal paramedic 
equipment.

He revealed that the 
medical unit of the mission 
has three paramedic jackets 
equals three ambulance ve-
hicles which are to be used in 
the Holy Sites, as they contain 
Electrocardiogram EKG, the 
automated external defibrilla-
tor (AED), Fluid Suction De-
vice, pulse Oximeter, Blood 
Pressure Monitor, Glucose 
meter, Asthma Nebulizer, tem-
perature measurement device, 
in addition to multiple primary 
paramedics for wounds and in-
juries and others.

National Alzheimer’s & Memory 
Services helpline handles over 
5,000 phone calls in two years

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE National Alzheimer’s and 
Memory Services helpline, 
called RAHA, celebrated its 
second anniversary in May this 
year. The Service has developed 
over the past two years into an 
invaluable resource for fami-
lies caring for someone who 
has memory loss or cognitive 
decline as a result of a major ill-
ness or Alzheimer’s disease. 

The RAHA helpline was 
launched in May 2020 as part 
of a strategic commitment to 
improving the care of people 
with memory loss that may or 
may not be related to Alzhei-
mer’s disease. 

Dr Hanadi Al Hamad, Na-
tional Lead for Healthy Ageing 
for the Qatar Ministry of Public 
Health (National Health Strat-
egy 2018 – 2022) and chair-
person of the Department of 
Geriatrics and Long-Term Care 
at Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), explained the need for 
this service.

“Memory loss and demen-
tia, particularly Alzheimer’s 
disease, which is the most com-
mon form of dementia, can be 
hugely challenging for the indi-
vidual experiencing associated 
symptoms and their carers, 
who are often family mem-
bers,” she said.  Dr Hamad ex-
plained that the name ‘RAHA’ 
was chosen as it means “com-
fort” in Arabic.

“Access to knowledgeable, 
professional and compassion-
ate care is extremely important 
for families. The RAHA ser-
vice has been a real lifeline for 
many people, especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. From 
the time the helpline was estab-
lished until now, the team has 

managed over 5,000 telephone 
interactions with patients and 
caregivers,” added Dr Hamad.

Dr Hamad, who is also the 
Focal Lead for Global Demen-
tia Observatory, explained that 
the helpline was one of the 
strategic outcomes of the Na-
tional Dementia Plan (QNDP) 
in 2018.

“The Qatar National De-
mentia Plan’s vision is ‘To de-
liver dementia care and sup-
port for individuals, their carers 
and families to enable them to 
live with dignity, respect, au-
tonomy and equality’, and one 
important way for us to achieve 
this was the establishment of 
a confidential helpline that is 
staffed with compassionate 
and knowledgeable healthcare 
professionals. Qatar is the first 
Arab country to have a Na-
tional Dementia Plan and the 
implementation of this initia-
tive reinforces Qatar’s commit-
ment to providing best practice 
dementia care,” she said.

The helpline was set up by 
the Geriatric and Long-Term 
Care Department at HMC, un-
der the guidance of Dr Hamad, 
who is also the medical director 
of Rumailah Hospital and the 
Qatar Rehabilitation Institute 
at HMC.  “Our healthcare pro-
fessionals are on hand to pro-
vide telephone-based support 
to help people understand the 
possible symptoms they may 
be experiencing and arrange 
for a professional assessment. 
Once diagnosed, patients and 
their carers can call the hel-
pline to get help in managing 
the impact of the condition,” 
she added. 

“RAHA provides confiden-
tial service to people above 
the age of 60 years, who have 
concerns about their memory 

and also to the families or car-
ers who have concerns about 
a family member experienc-
ing memory problems. RAHA 
also provides support to people 
with an established diagnosis 
of dementia and their carers. 
We want to reassure them that 
they are not alone in this jour-
ney,” said Dr Pravija Manikoth, 
consultant geriatric psychia-
trist at HMC.

“A multidisciplinary team 
including geriatricians, geri-
atric psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists and specialised nurses 
with multi-lingual skills are 
assigned to support callers 
who contact the helpline. They 
listen to the caller and direct 
them to appropriate services 
or provide guidance to help 
them overcome challenges they 
might face related to this con-
dition,” added Dr Manikoth.

The helpline’s secondary 
objective is to promote pub-
lic awareness about memory 
loss and dementia and related 
services. This confidential hel-
pline is available on 40262222 
between 8am and 3pm from 
Sunday to Thursday.

The RAHA team organised 
a celebration with staff and 
caregivers to mark the second 
anniversary of the successful 
helpline. 

Alzheimer’s and related de-
mentias describe a set of symp-
toms that may include distur-
bance in memory, thinking, 
orientation, and ability to com-
prehend information and can 
also affect a person’s language 
and judgment. Additionally, 
there can be changes seen in 
the behaviour of the individual. 
These symptoms can become 
severe enough to reduce a per-
son’s ability to perform every-
day activities.
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Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met separately on Sunday with Ambassador of Eritrea to Qatar HE Ali Ibrahim Ahmed and Ambassador of North Macedonia to Qatar HE Shaban Jashari. During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral cooperation relations. The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs also met with Ambassador of Malta to Qatar HE Charles Sultana on the occasion of the end of his tenure. The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs thanked the ambas-
sador for his strenuous efforts in strengthening the bilateral ties between the two countries, wishing him further success in his new missions. (QNA)

Baladna backs QC as
Humanitarian Partner

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
signed a cooperation agree-
ment with Baladna Food In-
dustries, through which the 
company obtained the ‘Hu-
manitarian Partner’ label 
within the Gold category un-
der Qatar Charity’s social re-
sponsibility programmes.

the signing of the agree-
ment comes in light of Qatar 
Charity’s commitment and 
dedication to providing the 
necessary aid and support to 
local target groups in Qatari 
society, and Baladna’s keen-
ness to support humanitarian 
work as a duty towards soci-
ety.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, Baladna Food 
Industries will enjoy the ad-
vantages of a humanitarian 
partner for providing support 
and assistance to the social 
programmes and projects im-
plemented by Qatar Charity 
for the benefit of the target 
groups in the society. 

Qatar Charity was repre-
sented at signing the agree-
ment by ahmed Youssef 
Fakhro, assistant CEO of the 
resources Development and 
Media Sector at Qatar Char-
ity, while Piet Johannes Hi-
larides, Director of Baladna 
Food Industries, represented 
the company. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Fakhro said, “Baladna’s par-
ticipation in the Humanitar-
ian Partner Programme and 
signing of the agreement con-
firm our keenness to develop 
the community partnership 
system, alongside provid-
ing support and contributing 
to the advancement of hu-
manitarian projects. In ad-
dition, Qatar Charity aims to 
integrate and network with 
all institutions and bodies in 
partnerships that emphasise 

the concept of social respon-
sibility.”

He added that Qatar Char-
ity is keen to expand the scope 
of cooperation with institu-
tions, bodies and individu-
als in the country in order to 
implement ambitious pro-
grammes and initiatives to 
serve the local community. 

“Qatar charity also be-
lieves in the importance of 
the role that companies and 
institutions play to contribute 
to the development of society 
and fulfil the Qatar National 
Vision 2030,” he said.

From his side, Hilarides 
said, “We realise that it is our 
duty towards social respon-
sibility and its significance in 
achieving sustainable devel-
opment to contribute to rais-
ing the standard of people’s 
lives. In addition to that, it is 
significant to include the com-
munities in which we work. 
therefore, our goal in this col-
laboration is to target the local 
community in particular and 
invest in it.  We are a com-
pany that enjoys the spirit of 
responsibility and citizenship. 
this interest is nothing but 

support for national values 
to build a better sustainable 
future.”

the Humanitarian Partner 
label is a special label awarded 
by Qatar Charity to private 
companies, agencies and vari-
ous institutions within stra-
tegic partnerships according 
to different conditions and 
levels in terms of the social 
benefits of these partnerships 
and the scope of its positive 
impact. the label influences 
the groups Qatar Charity 
serves around the world and 
expresses the commitment of 
these organisations to their 
responsibility to society.

the label also represents 
one of the ways to support 
development projects by al-
locating a certain percentage 
of returns on products or ser-
vices that obtain this feature 
from among the participating 
parties in favour of financing 
or supporting a specific pro-
ject. In addition, the label 
serves the purpose of involv-
ing institutions and com-
panies in the humanitarian 
work development system 
and supporting its success 
in achieving its noble goals. 
this label has several Qatari 
commercial companies oper-
ating in the country.

July calendar packed with Eid celebrations and live shows
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Qatar Calendar’s (qatarcalendar.
com) July release features events 
exclusive to the month as well 
as ongoing exhibitions that run 
through the summer season. 

With Eid al-adha expected to 
fall between July 10 and 13, there 
are some special celebrations to 
look out for across the country. 
Building on the excitement, family-
friendly shows will kick off from 
July 14 until the end of the month. 
Here’s a roundup of what’s on:

summer FesTival aT 
Doha FesTival CiTy

Doha Festival City is hosting a 
number of exciting performances 
that all members of the family can 
enjoy, from shadow acts, to football 
freestylers, juggling to hula dances. 
the shows, that will conclude on 
July 16, are free to enjoy and take 

place multiple times throughout 
the day at the centre court located 
on the ground floor.

aFriCan CirCus aT 
mall oF QaTar

a daily act repeated at regular 
timing intervals, shoppers can stop 
for a break to watch the world-
renowned african acrobatic circus 
show set to energising beats and 
infused with traditional dance. the 
shows are free and will take place 
at the Oasis stage, from July 7 to 15.

aliCe in wonDerlanD – CirQue 
show

From July 14 to 17, audiences 
can watch the tale of alice as she 
tumbles into a land of unexpected 
adventure and fairytale. the spec-
tacular performance sees a whirling 
mix of musical theatre, ballet, and 
acrobatics and will take place at the 
Lusail Multipurpose Hall. tickets can 
be purchased at tixbox.com, Virgin 

Megastore and Q-tickets.com.

kaTara CelebraTion oF 
eiD al aDha

Look out for Eid celebrations 
due to take place at Cultural Village 
Foundation (Katara) from July 8, 
fit for the whole family. Celebra-
tions and activations will extend 
well beyond Eid, until July 19.  

alaDDin anD The magiC 
lamp – CirQue show

the well-loved tale of alad-
din plays out from July 21 to 24 
at the Lusail Multipurpose Hall 
as a grandiose circus and musical 
performance, complete with ex-
travagant costumes. tickets can be 
purchased at tixbox.com, Virgin 
Megastore and Q-tickets.com.

smurFs musiCal – live on sTage
Smurf characters are larger 

than life in this show where the 
Smurfs are determined to have 

their annual Spring parade and put 
a stop to Gargamel’s wicked plans 
to thwart their festive occasion. 
Held over July 28 to 31 at the Lu-
sail Multipurpose Hall, audiences 
can buy tickets for the show at 
tixbox.com, Virgin Megastore and 
Q-tickets.com.

The eleganCe oF glassin 
Color  by ZahreDDine Zarour

Head to Building 18, Gallery 2 
at Katara to see the solo exhibition 
by algerian artist Zahreddine Zaro-
ur. His collection explores Islamic 
calligraphy, design and iconic sym-
bols of Qatari culture - all painted 
on glass. the exhibition will con-
clude on July 9.

solo exhibiTions by 
QaTari arTisTs

Held at Fire Station, ‘Earth 
Metal’ by Yousef Bahzad (Gallery 3) 
depicts the interplay between land 
and people, exploring the themes of 

erosion and manifestation in his oil 
paintings. Over at Gallery 4, ‘Espres-
so 4 on the road’ by Mubarak Nasser 
al-thani highlights the rise of the 
metropole, urbanism and global cul-
ture over a collection of works. the 
exhibitions will run until July 16.

‘Doha Dreams’ inspireD
by The ChrisTian Dior

Launched in June and continu-
ing right through the summer, the 
exhibition at M7 Msheireb show-
cases the work of seven local con-
temporary designers who have re-
imagined the aesthetics and luxury 
of Dior’s work which was exhibited 
at the same venue earlier this year. 
painT paleTTe: absTraCT
arT For ChilDren

Hosted by Mathaf: arab Muse-
um of Modern art, children can at-
tend art workshops that encourage 
exploration of colour and abstract 
work on canvas. Workshops dates 
and timings are categorized by age 

groups and attendance is free, with 
registration required. 

your brain To me, my brain 
To you by pipiloTTi risT

the large-scale, site-specific 
installation by internationally re-
nowned Swiss artist Pipilotti rist is 
the artist’s first in the Middle East. 
the exhibit invites an immersive 
journey of self-discovery through 
a multisensory experience. admis-
sion is free; ticket reservation re-
quired.
a sneak peek aT QaTar
auTo museum

Head to the Mawater Gallery 
for an exhibition in honour of the 
museum to come. the exhibit cel-
ebrates the mission to drive culture 
forward and to inspire the next 
generation of innovators, design-
ers, engineers, collectors and poli-
cymakers through a shared passion. 

For more information on upcom-
ing events, visit Qatarcalendar.com.

Qatar Charity assistance
reaches 5,442 Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh
Tribune news neTwork

Dhaka (BanglaDesh)

IN an effort to ensure food se-
curity for rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh’s remote Bhasan 
Char Island, and to make them 
less vulnerable, Qatar Charity 
continues to provide relief as-
sistance to them. 

as part of its continuing 
efforts, Qatar Charity recent-
ly distributed essential food 
items and gas cylinders among 
the refugees benefiting some 
15,442 people.

Under the guidelines of 
the office of the rrrC (refu-
gee relief and repatriation 
Commissioner) of the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh, QC’s 
relief staff provided aid from 
the distribution centre in 
Bhasan Char.

the food packages con-
tained rice, pulses, oil, salt, 
sugar, onion, garlic, ginger, 
spices, dried fish, and pota-
toes -- enough to fulfil the food 
requirements of a family for a 
period of one month.

Until now, nearly 30,000 
rohingya refugees have been 
relocated to Bhasan Char Is-
land from Cox’s Bazar camps 
and Qatar Charity provides 
food relief among them by 
turn.

For getting continuous 

aid from Qatar Charity, the 
refugees have expressed their 
gratitude to the donors and 
benefactors.

One of them, ajim Ullah, 
44, said: “We came here six 
months ago and from then we 
have been receiving food items 
from Qatar Charity and this 
assistance enabled us to run 
our family smoothly.”

another refugee named 
Dilder Begum, 33, said: “it’s 
an irony of fate that we are 
evacuated from our birthland 
which has brought a lot of 
desolations in our life. Now 
we are dependent on the relief. 
thanks to Qatar Charity for 
extending help to the rohing-
yas.

Since 2021, Qatar Charity 
has been providing food relief 
and essentials in Bhasan Char. 
In the last one year, a total of 
122,989 refugees benefitted 
through the relief programme 
for rohingya refugees. Bang-
ladesh is currently hosting 
more that 1.1 million rohing-
yas in camps in Cox’s Bazar 
and Bhasan Char.

MURAIKHI MEETS ERITREA, NORTH MACEDONIA ENVOYS, BIDS FAREWELL TO MALTA AMBASSADOR

Under the agreement, Baladna Food Industries will support the social programmes 
and projects implemented by QC for the benefit of the target groups in the society 

The food packages con-
tained rice, pulses, oil, 
salt, sugar, onion, garlic, 
ginger, spices, dried fish, 
and potatoes -- enough to 
fulfil the food require-
ments of a family for a 
period of one month
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Tribune news neTwork
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The Qatar Research, Develop-
ment and Innovation Council 
(QRDI) will bring together four 
prominent entrepreneurs to a 
webinar titled ‘Global Competi-
tion for Innovation Talent’, on 

July 6 at 4pm Doha time. 
The panellists include Dr 

Khalid M Al-Ali, co-founder & 
CeO of Senseta, Khalid Abou-
jassoum, founder & CeO of 
else Labs Inc., Fayez Moha-
mood, co-founder & CeO of 
Bluecore, and Melis Abacioglu, 
founder & CeO of Wellbees.

They will participate in 
what is expected to be a lively 
discussion on an important 
topic on the future of the in-
novation space in the country.

The speakers will shed light 
on the global race to attract 
highly skilled workers, and their 
efforts to modernise and devel-

op policies to attract this talent 
and boost economic growth.

The webinar is part of QR-
DI’s ‘The Spotlight On’ series, 
which aims to shed light on the 
successes, opportunities and 
transformations of the inno-
vation system both inside and 
outside of Qatar.

Khalid Aboujassoum Dr Khalid M Al-Ali Fayez Mohamood Melis Abacioglu

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The embassy of Bangladesh 
in Qatar, along with the Bang-
ladeshi community here, cele-
brated the inauguration of the 
Padma Bridge in Bangladesh.

The construction of the 
6.15km bridge was financed 
by Bangladesh’s own funds. 
The bridge has connected 21 
districts of the Southwestern 
region to the Northern Central 
part of the country. 

The longest bridge of the 
country is expected to play a 
significant role in the socio-
economic development of the 
region, boost regional econom-
ic activities, and contribute to 
the overall growth of the coun-
try’s economy.

Bangladesh’s Ambassa-
dor to Qatar he Md Jashim 
Uddin commended Prime 

Minister Sheikh hasina’s 
forward-looking leadership 
and expressed deep gratitude 
to her for building the bridge. 
The bridge, he noted, would 

play a special role in the de-
velopment of industry, tour-
ism, agriculture and educa-
tion. Describing the bridge as 
“a symbol of self-confidence 

and self-respect”, the am-
bassador said this feat will 
inspire Bangladesh to under-
take similar mega projects in 
future.

QRDI to host webinar to shine light on 
global competition for innovation talent

Bangladeshi expat community in Qatar 
celebrates Padma Bridge inauguration

Alessandra Ambrosio and Brazilian vibes in Nespresso summer campaign

Lebanese president meets NHRC chairperson, thanks Qatar for support

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

NeSPReSSO’S summer 2022 
collection has arrived, making 
waves with a tropical Brazil-
ian-inspired range and fronted 
by Alessandra Ambrosio as the 
campaign’s muse. 

Inspired by the delicious 
flavours of the tropics and in 
honour of Brazil’s national 
drink, the Caipirinha, lime and 
mint take centre stage result-
ing in the refreshing new Ba-
rista Creations Liminha over 
Ice and exotic Liminha over 
Ice flavoured coffees. 

The sunlight lemon yel-
low and tropical leaf print that 
adorns Nespresso’s latest sum-
mer designs also pays homage 
to Brazil’s vibrant landscape, 
ready to unite coffee lovers 
globally through positivity and 
good vibes this season. 

In addition to embodying 
positivity and good vibes, the 

campaign encourages coffee 
lovers to make time for well-
ness practices, for a more 
mindful summer outlook. 

Summer is the ideal mo-
ment to implement new rou-
tines, and whether that be 
a regular morning espresso 
alongside yoga practice, or an 
iced coffee whilst reflecting 
and journaling, coffee is the 
grounding element that helps 
to sustain these rituals. 

To channel this mind-
ful energy, Nespresso will 
put forward positive mantras 
throughout the summer sea-
son, with two of them – ‘Brew, 
Breathe, Bloom’ and ‘Inhale, 
exhale, enjoy’ to be featured 
on limited edition coffee mugs.

Alongside the mindful 
mantras and exotic new iced 
flavoured coffees, Nespresso’s 
summer collection brings with 
it limited-edition accessories, 
coupled with refreshing cold 
coffee recipes. All of this will 
be brought to life via the sum-
mer campaign film, which 

showcases our uplifting ritu-
als, personified by Alessandra, 
grounded in Brazil and pow-
ered by great coffee.

Commenting on her in-

volvement with the Nespresso 
summer campaign, Alessan-
dra Ambrosio said: “Summer 
is my favourite time of the year 
and as a Brazilian I’m so proud 

to be the face of a campaign 
which is inspired by my home 
country. I love the concept of 
coffee marking important mo-
ments of reflection throughout 
the day.

“I’m so excited to be a part 
of such an uplifting campaign 
and to work with Nespresso 
to bring to life these delicious 
recipes, summery accessories, 
and quality coffee – and the 
Liminha over Ice really is Bra-
zilian summer in a cup!” 

Refreshing summer 
drinks celebrating Bra-
zil’s vibrant flavours 
This year’s refreshing addi-
tions to the Nespresso Barista 
Creations for Ice range are 
tropical lime and mint sensa-
tions that’ll keep the heat at 
bay. The Liminha over Ice and 
exotic Liminha over Ice are 
inspired by zesty Brazilian fla-
vours and are accompanied by 
brand new innovative recipes 
for an indulgent iced coffee 
moment to enjoy in the height 

of summer. 
The new coffees are avail-

able alongside the seasonal 
Barista Creations for Ice black 
coffees and the popular Ba-
rista Creations for Ice Coconut 
Flavour and Tropical Coconut 
Flavour who are making a 
comeback. Nespresso’s thirst-
quenching summer coffee 
recipes can be found at www.
nespresso.com/recipes

‘Inhale, Exhale, Enjoy’ 
with a selection of sum-
mer-inspired accessories 
Launching this summer and 
signed by Alessandra Ambro-
sio are two Limited edition 
Coffee Mugs complete with 
sleek, sunny designs. each one 
of the mugs showcases one of 
Nespresso’s summer mantras 
for both hot and cold coffees 
to be enjoyed in style.

For the full-blown barista 
experience, Nespresso has 
also launched a new micro-
brushed stainless- steel Ba-
rista Shaker, ideal for prepar-

ing the ultimate barista-style 
coffee recipes. The large holes 
for straining create a generous 
crema for an impressive finish.

For summer fun on-the-
go, the classic Nomad Travel 
Mug has been launched in a 
brand-new ocean blue colour, 
and portable iced coffees can 
be enjoyed alongside Nespres-
so’s selection of beach merch, 
including the Nespresso upcy-
cled beach towel, beach pouch 
and water bottle.

Brew, Breathe, Bloom - 
with an uplifting rituals 
playlist
Sound is a strong emotion 
driver and plays a crucial role 
in calming our body and soul. 
Four specially curated uplift-
ing rituals playlists have been 
created on Spotify in partner-
ship with Alessandra Ambro-
sio for everyone to enjoy. 

Follow @nespresso and 
@nespresso.qa to keep up to 
date with all the latest Nes-
presso news.

AshrAf siddiqui
Doha

PReSIDeNT of Lebanon Gen. 
Michel Aoun has praised Qa-
tar for its support to Lebanon 
in all fields and sent his spe-
cial greetings to the Amir his 
highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. 

President Aoun made the 
remarks during a recent meet-
ing with Chairperson of the 
National human Rights com-
mittee Qatar (NhRC) Mary-
am bint Abdullah Al Attiyah 
and President of Doha-based 
Arab Network for National 
human Rights Institutions 
(ANNhRI). The meeting was 
attended by Fadi Gerges, 
president of Lebanon Nation-
al Commission for human 
Rights (LNChR), and mem-
bers of delegation accompany-
ing the NhRC chairperson.

In a statement issued 

by NhRC, President Aoun 
praised the role played by Qa-
tar’s National human Rights 
Committee and Arab Network 
of National human Rights 
Institutions led by Attiyah, 
and the Global Alliance of 
National human Rights Insti-
tutions based in Geneva. he 
expressed hope that the exist-
ing cooperation between the 
Arab Network and the Leba-
nese Commission for human 
Rights would bear fruit.  

he indicated that work is 
under way for the Lebanese 
National Authority to achieve 
all the conditions required 
for compliance with the Paris 
Principles of the United Na-
tions and to become a mem-
ber of the Global Alliance of 
National Institutions. “We are 
doing great work and making 
unremitting efforts to promote 
the rights of Lebanese women, 
children and people with spe-

cial needs, despite the lack of 
resources,” Aoun said.

Attiyah briefed the Leba-
nese president about the pur-
pose of her visit to Lebanon, 
which is to support the recent-
ly formed Lebanese human 
Rights Commission and the 

ways of cooperation between 
it and other bodies, as well as 
securing appropriate condi-
tions for its joining the Arab 
Network of National human 
Rights Institutions.

She expressed hope that 
the legal documents that sup-

port the work of the Lebanese 
Commission will be completed 
soon in order to join the Arab 
Network, as well as carry out 
the tasks required of it. 

She affirmed the full com-
mitment of the Network to 
support the Lebanese Com-

mission to overcome challeng-
es and meet the requirements 
necessary to carry out its role 
in promoting and protecting 
human rights in Lebanon.  

Attiyah called for the need 
for financial and administra-
tive independence of national 
human rights institutions to 
carry out their entrusted role 
in accordance with the Paris 
Principles of 1993 and noted 
the Arab Network’s keenness 
to make the National human 
Rights Commission in Leba-
non based on independence, 
pluralism and transparency, 
which will enable it to play a 
major role in the human rights 
protection process and per-
form its mission in dissemina-
tion, establishment and pro-
motion of human rights.

She stressed the govern-
ment’s important role in 
amending the law establish-
ing the National Commission 

in line with the Paris Princi-
ples in terms of transparency, 
financial and administrative 
independence, and benefit-
ing from best practices in the 
process of drafting the Com-
mission’s law.  She assured of 
Arab Network’s full support 
for all the efforts of the gov-
ernment and civil society or-
ganisations in this regard.

Attiyah also met with Nad-
er Gaspard, president of Beirut 
Bar Association, and stressed 
the need to support the Leba-
nese Commission for human 
Rights to obtain classification 
(A) by the Global Alliance of 
National human Rights In-
stitutions, and the required 
funding and permanent head-
quarters for the Commission.

She assured of her support 
and cooperation in the areas of 
raising and building capacities 
of all human rights groups, in-
cluding the lawyers.

MES promotes talents of 
its students at MATR-22
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

AS part of its efforts to pro-
mote students’ hidden talents, 
MeS Indian School recently 
organised ‘Musical and Acting 
Talents Ride, MATR-2022’, 
at the conference hall of the 
school. 

MeS Indian School Prin-
cipal hameeda Kadar was the 
chief guest on the occasion. 
In her inaugural address, she 
urged the students to par-
ticipate actively in all com-
petitions as they contribute 
significantly to the holistic de-
velopment of students -- one 
of the main objectives of the 
school. 

Srinanda Rajesh, cultural 
secretary, presented the wel-
come address. 

MATR-2022 provided an 
opportunity for the students 
to display their talent in mu-
sic and other theatrical skills. 
Students from all the three 
categories -- Junior, Interme-
diate and Senior -- performed 
exceedingly well in various 
arts including Mappilappattu, 
light music, film music, west-
ern and classical music. The 
finalists were selected by a 
panel of judges. 

Sarang U won the first prize 
in the film song category while 
Muhammed hasbin won first 
place in the Junior Category. 
In the western music segment, 
David Ninan John and Vishnu 
Vinod Krishnan from the sen-
ior and intermediate category 
respectively bagged the first 
prize, while Aravind C.A and 
Gautam Jinesh from the inter-
mediate and junior categories 
stood first in the light music. 
Muhammed hasbin won the 
first prize in Mappillapattu.

In the Girls Section, Nikh-

ita Jude, haya Noorudheen 
and Raina Jasir received the 
first Prize in Western Music 
from the senior, intermediate 
and junior categories respec-
tively, while Alicia Saji, Alvia 
Saji and Pallavi Vinu Pillai 
from the senior, intermediate 
and junior category respec-
tively won the first prize for 
film song sections. Sheikha 
Khalid and Naifah Afsalin won 
the first prize in Mappillapattu 
in the senior and junior cat-
egories. 

Sai Krishna won the first 
place in Classical music in the 
intermediate category and 
Nandana Santhosh won first 
place in the Light music in the 
intermediate category.

Overall, the MATR ’22 was 
a huge success providing an 
excellent platform for the stu-
dents to showcase their innate 
talents. 

The occasion was graced 
by the presence of all the key 
functionaries of the school. 
David Ninan Koshy, Sherlin 
Jovitta and Sheza and John 
Paul anchored the show. Cul-
tural Secretary Boys’ proposed 
a vote of thanks. Anver K and 
Sumitha Abdul Nasar, cultural 
coordinators coordinated the 
event.

Alessandra Ambrosio in the new campaign that brings together tropical 
coffee recipes and positive mantras for an uplifting summer experience.
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JIM GRANATO AND MC SUNNY WONG

W
ITH more discouraging inflation 
news and cost increases stretching 
household budgets, a growing cho-
rus chanting “do something” will 
undoubtedly increase in volume. Yet, 

doing something about the inflation surge 
rests with the Federal Reserve and involves 
pain. How long the pain lasts – higher unem-
ployment, slower economic growth and fall-
ing disposable income – depends on the Fed’s 
effectiveness in convincing the public that 
lower inflation is coming. The public’s infla-
tion expectations are key for the Fed to meet 
its 2% inflation target, and there is no way 
around that fact.

With that hard truth in mind, specific “do 
something” policies can worsen things if en-
acted. People who study policy contribute to 
society by either pointing out solutions and 
their trade-offs or, equally important, advis-
ing what not to do.

At the top of the list of what not to do 
about inflation is enacting wage and price 
controls. More specifically, what we mean by 
wage and price controls is a price ceiling. As 
the term implies, these are legal barriers to 
raising prices above a given point.

Governments and regimes worldwide 
have enacted price ceilings for thousands of 
years. The federal government is no excep-
tion. Currently, members of Congress have 
proposed legislation to prevent price gouging 
and charging excessive prices. Make no mis-
take. These proposals are price ceilings.

The political incentives to enact price 
ceilings are seductive. First, the government 
is doing something, and second, the goal of 
keeping prices from increasing will succeed at 
least for a time.

But what then? Do we end the price ceil-
ings at some point? When do we end them? 
Along with those questions, there will be on-
going consequences since this sort of policy 
does not exist in a vacuum. Price ceilings shut 
down the essential signals prices send to buy-
ers and sellers. Price flexibility coordinates 
public tastes, demands and other economic 
dynamics, which all do not stand still.

Since price ceilings eliminate sellers’ abil-
ity to raise their prices, fewer products will be 
produced. Shortages are the result. If you be-

lieve the shortage situation we are experienc-
ing now is bad, then price ceilings will make 
them a good deal worse. Price ceilings also 
invite other consequences such as the rise of 
black markets and product quality deteriora-
tion.

Over time, and in the face of increasing 
shortages, governments can resort to ration-
ing high-demand resources and consumer 
goods. During the 1970s, due to a price ceiling 
on certain domestically produced oil, gas lines 
formed where states instituted odd-even ra-
tioning based on the car owner’s license plate 
number. Going back further in time, someone 
who lived during World War II will tell you 
about rationing coupons on all sorts of goods.

Still, price ceilings would likely be lifted 
at some point. The result will inevitably be a 
spike in inflation as price flexibility returns 
and prices again align to accurately reflect 
supply and demand conditions.

Taken in its entirety then – the initial price 
freeze, the surge in shortages and the eventual 
spike in inflation – there is only one conclu-
sion: price ceilings are self-defeating. Accord-
ingly, the corrective policy rests with the Fed, 

and it has the means, and we hope, the will to 
follow through on its efforts to achieve price 
stability.

Data, theory and history are simply not on 
the side of price ceiling advocates. Indeed, in 
the aftermath of the last American episode in 
the early 1970s when national price ceilings 
were instituted, economist Milton Friedman 
summed up the social and economic conse-
quences best:

“There is hardly a person today who will 
not recognize that price and wage controls 
meant more inflation — not less — that they 
meant disruption, distortion, a reduction in 
output and an increase in the power of the 
government over the individual.”

If, in the end, price ceilings are instituted, 
it will be a triumph of hope over experience.

(Jim Granato is the dean of the 
University of Houston Hobby School 

of Public Affairs, where M.C. Sunny 
Wong is a professor and associate 

dean for graduate studies. They are 
co-authors of The Role of Policymak-

ers in Business Cycle Fluctuations.)
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Children Need To See Fewer Guns, More Puppets
DAN RODRICKS

I 
OFFER a break today from 
everything awful — school 
shootings, urban crime, war, 
earthquake, illness, death, 
right-wing threats to American 

democracy — to tell you about a 
creative effort to enrich the lives of 
children. It’s what the world needs.

During the first year of the 
pandemic, teachers across the 
land faced the toughest challenge 
of their careers: Teaching kids at 
a distance. Evan Margolis, a tu-
tor in New York City, had it even 
tougher. All of his young students 
had difficulty learning. He worried 
that remote learning would mean 
no learning at all.

“When the pandemic hit,” he 
says, “I took on a full slate of stu-
dents, reading, math and writing. 
And the youngest students had a 
lot of trouble focusing over Zoom.”

Margolis, a 32-year-old Pikes-
ville native and University of 
Maryland grad, liked working with 
kids. He’d taken jobs in summer 
camps and theater programs. He’d 
worked as a nanny in Brooklyn, 
too.

But his specialty was teaching 
children with dyslexia and other 
challenges. A reading specialist 
based in Howard County, Fran 
Bowman, had trained him and put 

him to work tutoring kids.
While his primary job was 

teaching, Margolis was also pursu-
ing a career in film and television, 
but we’ll get to that in a minute.

First, a little more on pandemic 
teaching. How did Margolis keep 
the attention of kids who posed 
a challenge under normal condi-
tions?

Answer: Puppets.
Well, actually fruit.
Fruit puppets.
“I started making little pup-

pets and doing characters, working 
the lessons into scenes,” he says. 
“First, I just grabbed a lemon and 
Sharpied a face onto it, and the 
kids lit up. Then it was a lime, then 
a tennis ball.”

And a sock. He made a sock 
puppet, too. 

“And it worked like a charm,” 
he says. “I had 4- and 5- year-olds 
glued to the screen, ready to learn 
every day.”

Now, it should be noted that 
this talk of “puppets” and “doing 
characters” and “scenes” fits the 
Evan Margolis profile. His back-
ground is theatrical. He was in 
plays and musicals while a stu-
dent at Beth Tfiloh Dahan Com-
munity School. At College Park, in 
the university’s Individual Studies 
Program, Margolis created his own 
major — character studies and de-

sign, following in the footsteps of 
another Maryland graduate, the 
late Jim Henson, creator of the 
Muppets. In 2009, while home 
from college, Margolis helped es-
tablish a community theater in 
Pikesville, the Beth Tfiloh Commu-
nity Theater, that’s still operating. 
(They’re staging the musical “New-
sies” in August.)

So, you get the idea — a crea-
tive, theatrical ambition on top of 
a practical career in teaching kids, 
especially those who have difficulty 
learning.

The puppet success during the 
pandemic took Margolis back to an 
idea that had been developing in 
his noodle.

“I was teaching during the day 
and writing and working in en-
tertainment whenever I had the 
chance, mostly in independent cir-
cles,” he says. “I met some really 
wonderful, passionate and driven 
artists who would work on each 
other’s projects and support one 
another in our pursuits.”

One of them was an independ-
ent TV producer named Lauren 

Flack. She and Margolis tossed 
around the idea of creating a new 
show for children, and her interest 
in the project intensified after she 
watched the excellent documenta-
ry, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?,” 
about children’s TV pioneer Fred 
Rogers.

Margolis’ effective use of pup-
pets would be a big part of the 
show. He and Flack recruited 
Betsy Rosen, another Baltimore 
native and Maryland alum, to be 
puppet director. Margolis’ brother, 
Josh, stepped in as creative pro-
ducer. Brandon Steiner and Olivia 
Bernábe served as co-producers.

They developed a talk show for 
kids in the 4-to-8 age group, with 
Evan Margolis as host and actors 
playing amusing characters, and 
with learning built into each epi-
sode.

“We shot it in a studio in Brook-
lyn in two days,” Margolis says.

The show is called, “The 
Smack-Dab In the Middle of the 
Day Show,” and it launched last 
week on the Kartoon Channel!, 
a streaming platform of Genius 
Brands International, a children’s 
media company.

The first episode of “Smack-
Dab” includes an amusing lesson 
in fractions and introduces Coral, 
the purple puppet, and Captain 
Totally Awesome (Inès Nassara). 

Awesome teaches Coral how to 
fight off stress, worry and anxiety 
with an original song, “Calm, Cool 
and Confident.” That’s a big part of 
the “Smack-Dab” offering, a crea-
tive take on what educators call 
social-emotional learning (SEL).

“So many kids missed out on 
essential formative social expe-
riences due to the pandemic,” 
says Margolis. “A 4-year-old at 
this point has lived a significant 
amount of life in quarantine, or 
being protected in some way from 
significant social experiences.”

Margolis consulted with a 
pediatric psychologist, Melanie 
Franklin, of Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, to identify the most 
pressing, pandemic-related needs 
of kids, then address them on the 
show.

“The show dives deep into top-
ics like anxiety management, self-
confidence, common fears like 
doctors or the dark, and it provides 
practical and fun ways for [kids] to 
integrate these SEL skills,” Mar-
golis says. “My goal for the show, 
which is the same goal I have for 
each one of my teaching sessions, 
is that every kid should feel a little 
better about themselves and the 
world after watching an episode.”

I’m a little older than the 
show’s target audience, but it cer-
tainly had that effect on me. 

FOR decades, US companies have 
been making a significant omission 
in their financial statements: They’ve 

failed to recognize and disclose the full 
cost of climate change. This matters not 
only for the planet’s future, but also for 
investors today. It makes some busi-
nesses look more profitable than they 
really are, and it prevents others from 
realizing the value of new and greener 
opportunities.

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission wants to address this by re-
quiring better disclosure of climate-
related costs and risks. With some 
minor adjustments, its proposal is an 
excellent idea.

Many of the world’s largest compa-
nies trumpet their commitment to the 
environment, producing glossy annual 
reports loaded with facts and figures. 
But these efforts often lack rigor and 
they can be hard to compare across en-
tities and industries. Hence, investors 
have been clamoring for more consist-
ency and accountability. To that end, 
initiatives such as the Task Force on 
Climate-Related Financial Disclosures 
(chaired by Michael Bloomberg, found-
er and majority owner of the parent 
company of Bloomberg News) have de-
veloped global reporting standards, and 
regulators around the world are work-
ing to make them mandatory.

The SEC’s proposal hews close to 
the TCFD’s recommendations. It would 
require publicly traded companies to 
describe how their boards and execu-
tives manage climate-related risks, such 
as natural disasters and the transition 
to greener energy; disclose risks that 
they deemed “material,” or relevant to 
a reasonable investor; report the dollar 
impact of any climate-related event that 
altered a financial-statement line item 
by more than 1%; and produce audited 
estimates of greenhouse-gas emissions 
from their own operations and energy 
purchases — as well as, in many cases, 
unaudited estimates for the rest of their 
supply chains.

Unfortunately, this sensible effort 
faces vehement opposition. Corporate 
lobbyists and their allies in Congress 
portray it as an unjustified power grab, 
imposing an excessively costly and le-
gally fraught burden on companies to 
provide information that they’re often 
not well equipped to collect. They’re 
preparing to fight in court, arguing that 
the SEC has exceeded its statutory au-
thority and possibly even violated the 
Constitution.

Although these criticisms are mostly 
overwrought, the SEC could make some 
adjustments to address reasonable 
concerns. In a few areas, for example, 
it could simplify the reporting require-
ments by allowing companies to decide 
what’s relevant rather than prescribing 
exactly what to disclose. Investors don’t 
necessarily need to know the ZIP codes 
of properties vulnerable to wildfires, or 
the names and qualifications of board 
members responsible for overseeing 
climate-related risks. Conversely, the 
effect of a hurricane on revenue might 
be material, even if it’s less than 1%.

Beyond that, though, the SEC 
should stay the course. Requiring such 
disclosure falls well within its statu-
tory mandate to protect investors and 
“promote efficiency, competition and 
capital formation” — and there’s plenty 
of precedent for Congress to delegate 
such authority. Hundreds of companies 
already make similar disclosures, and 
the proposal offers the rest plenty of 
time to figure it out. The SEC estimates 
the ongoing compliance costs at several 
hundred thousand dollars a year on av-
erage — but the incremental cost will be 
minimal for the many companies that 
already disclose, and in any case the 
investment is tiny compared with the 
potential consequences of sticking with 
the status quo.

No doubt, full financial recognition 
of climate change will be a challenge for 
corporate America, creating new win-
ners and losers. The sooner the process 
gets started, the less disruptive it will be.

Companies Need To Get 
Real About Climate Risk

Evan Margolis, center, with his puppet sidekick, Coral, and Inès Nassara as 
Captain Totally Awesome, in ‘The Smack-Dab In the Middle of the Day Show,’ 
streaming on the Kartoon Channel!

The New York Stock Exchange.
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Agencies 

A 68-year-old Palestinian woman 
has died in an Israeli prison, six 
months after she was arrested by 
Israeli forces near a military check-
point in Hebron in the occupied 
West Bank, according to the Pales-
tinian Wafa news agency.

Saadia Farajallah, who was re-
portedly suffering from multiple 
chronic illnesses, including high 
blood pressure and diabetes, was 
held in the Israeli Damon prison 
since her detention in December 
2021.

Farajallah was arrested near the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in the southern 
West Bank city of Hebron for alleg-
edly attempting a stabbing attack.

Palestinian factions and hu-
man rights organisations de-
nounced Farajallah’s death, saying 
she died as a result of the Israeli 
policy of medical negligence prac-
tised against Palestinian political 

prisoners.
The Palestinian Authority (PA), 

which governs the occupied West 
Bank, has demanded an autopsy of 
Farajallah, a mother of eight, from 
the town of Idna in the south of the 
West Bank, Wafa reported.

The Palestinian Prisoners’ Club, 
a rights group that advocates for 
Palestinians held in Israeli custody, 
said the circumstances behind her 
death remain unknown. 

Detainees said she lost con-
sciousness after performing her 
ablutions for morning prayers, after 
which she was immediately trans-
ferred to the prison’s clinic, where 
she died, according to the Prisoners’ 
Club.

On June 28, Farajallah attend-
ed a court hearing in a wheelchair 
when the prosecution sought a five-
year prison sentence and a fine of 
15,000 sheqalim ($4,200), accord-
ing to the Prisoners’ Club.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mo-

hammad Shtayya denounced Fara-
jallah’s death, holding the Israeli 
occupation authorities fully respon-
sible for it.

Shtayya called on the interna-
tional human rights organisations 
to open an investigation into the 
circumstances of her death and to 
press the occupation authorities to 
release all the female and sick pris-
oners.

The Palestinian Foreign Minis-
try also called for an international 
investigation.

Farajallah is the 230th Palestin-
ian to die while in Israeli imprison-
ment or detention since 1967.

There are 4,700 Palestinians 
currently held in Israeli prisons, in-
cluding 32 women and 170 children, 
according to the Palestinian prison-
ers’ rights group Addameer.

About 640 prisoners are held 
under “administrative detention”, a 
policy that allows Israel to hold de-
tainees without charge or trial.

68-year-old female Palestinian 
prisoner dies in Israeli jail

News 
in brief

Israel shoots down three Lebanese 
drones over the sea
Berlin: israeli forces have shot down three drones launched 
from lebanon over the Mediterranean Sea, they wrote on Twit-
ter late on Saturday.

The unmanned aerial vehicles were heading for israeli 
waters, but according to initial investigations “did not pose any 
imminent threat,” the israeli Defense Forces tweeted. israeli 
media reported that the drones were from the lebanese Shiite 
movement Hezbollah, which is closely linked to israel’s arch-
enemy iran. 

The border between israel and lebanon in the Mediterra-
nean is disputed, as both sides claim gas deposits there. 

Officially, the countries are in a state of war. Tensions also 
arise on the land border between the two countries. (dpa) 

At least 20 people killed in road accident 
in south-western Pakistan
iSlaMaBaD: at least 20 people were killed on Sunday in 
south-western Pakistan when a passenger bus plunged into a 
ravine, officials said.

The incident occurred in the district of Sherani in Balo-
chistan when the driver of a bus carrying more than 30 pas-
sengers lost control of the vehicle. another 12 people were 
injured in the accident, local official Mehtab Shah told dpa.
iniTial findings suggest that the driver had been speeding on 
a slippery road. Shah said the bus had been travelling from is-
lamabad to Quetta and carrying all male adults. rescue teams 
recovered bodies from the accident site and brought those 
injured to a local hospital. The death toll is expected to rise 
since many of those injured were in critical condition. (dpa)

West African leaders meet with coup-hit 
neighbours on agenda

aCCra West african leaders attended a summit in accra on 
Sunday as their regional bloc pursues its efforts to resolve the 
political impasse in the coup-hit nations of Mali, Burkina Faso 
and Guinea.

a summit last month of the economic Community of West 
african States put off imposing further economic and financial 
sanctions on the three nations. They were suspended from the 
bloc following military coups and are under international pres-
sure to hold democratic elections. Malian authorities recently 
announced a transition roadmap that includes scheduling a 
presidential election for February 2024 and a March 2023 
constitutional referendum. 

it remains to be seen if participants at Sunday’s summit in 
accra, the Ghanaian capital. will accept the proposal. eCOWaS 
sanctioned Mali in January by shutting down most commerce 
with the country, along with its land and air borders with other 
countries in the bloc. (agencies)

Agencies 

CASH-STrAPPeD Sri Lanka 
on Sunday extended school 
closures for one week because 
there isn’t enough fuel for 
teachers and parents to get 
children to classrooms, and the 
energy minister appealed to the 
country’s expatriates to send 
money home through banks to 
finance new oil purchases.

A huge foreign debt has left 
the Indian Ocean island with 
none of the suppliers willing 
to sell fuel on credit. The avail-
able stocks, sufficient for only 
several days, will be provided 
for essential services, includ-
ing health and port workers, 
public transport and food dis-
tribution, officials said.

”Finding money is a chal-
lenge. It’s a huge challenge,” 
Power and energy Minister 
Kanchana Wijesekera told re-
porters.

He said the government 
has ordered new fuel stocks 
and the first ship with 40,000 
metric tons of diesel is expect-
ed to arrive on Friday while 
the first ship carrying gasoline 
would come on July 22. 

Several other fuel ship-
ments are in the pipeline. But 
he said authorities are strug-
gling to find $587 million to 
pay for the fuel. Wijesekera 
said that Sri Lanka owed about 
$800 million to seven fuel sup-
pliers.

Last month, schools were 
closed nationwide for a day 
due to fuel shortages and had 
remained closed for the last 
two weeks in urban areas. 

Schools will remain shut until 
Friday.

Authorities also announced 
countrywide power cuts of up 
to three hours a day from Mon-
day because they can’t supply 
enough fuel to power generat-
ing stations. Sweeping power 
cuts have been a blight on Sri 
Lanka’s economy for months, 
along with severe shortages of 
essentials including cooking 
gas, medicine and food im-
ports.

Wijesekera said the main 
problem is the lack of dollars 
and appealed to some 2 million 
Sri Lankans working abroad to 
send their foreign exchange 

earnings home through banks 
instead of informal channels.

He said workers’ remit-
tances, which usually stood at 
$600 million per month, had 
declined to $318 million in 
June.

According to the Central 
Bank, the remittances — the 
nation’s main foreign ex-
change earner — dropped 
from $2.8 billion in the first six 
months of 2021 to $1.3 billion 
in the same period this year for 
a decline of 53%.

The drop came after the 
government last year ordered 
the mandatory conversion of 
foreign currency. It said that 

black-market premiums have 
led people to hoard foreign 
currency.

Sri Lanka’s has been get-
ting most of its fuel needs from 
neighboring India, which pro-
vided it with a credit line. The 
government said it was also 
negotiating with suppliers in 
russia and Malaysia.

Sri Lanka has suspended 
repayment of about $7 billion 
in foreign loans due this year 
out of $25 billion to be repaid 
by 2026. The country’s total 
foreign debt is $51 billion.

The economic meltdown 
has triggered a political crisis 
with widespread anti-govern-

ment protests erupting across 
the country. Protesters have 
blocked main roads to demand 
gas and fuel, and television sta-
tions showed people in some ar-
eas fighting over limited stocks.

In the capital, Colombo, 
protesters have been occupy-
ing the entrance to the presi-
dent’s office for more than two 
months to demand President 
Gotabaya rajapaksa’s resig-
nation. They accuse him and 
his powerful family that in-
cluded several siblings holding 
top government positions of 
plunging the country into the 
crisis through corruption and 
misrule.

With no fuel, Sri Lanka 
keeps schools closed
A huge foreign debt has left the Indian Ocean island with none of the suppliers willing to sell fuel on credit

dpA 
Berlin

LArGe areas of Sydney were under 
water on Sunday as heavy rainfall 
in Australia’s biggest city led to se-
rious flooding in lower-lying areas, 
with floods of 1.5 metres being re-
ported in some suburbs.

The New South Wales state 
emergency service recommended 
residents of several areas evacuate 
their homes, warning that the rain 
was expected to continue until at 
least Monday.

According to media reports, the 
Sydney area has already received 
four times as much rain as it usu-
ally does during the entire month 
of July.

The Australian weather service 
warned that water levels in the re-
gion could rise at least as high as 
they did back in March, when large 
parts of the same low-lying areas of 
the city experienced severe flooding. 

The Warragamba dam had al-

ready overflowed, it said.
Meteorologist Jonathan How 

told ABC that in the village of Me-
nangle, about 70 kilometres south-

west of Sydney, the river level had 
already reached 16.5 metres, just 
short of the record high of 16.8 me-
tres set in April 2022.

Flooding causes havoc in Sydney 
as torrential rain batters city

A man films flooded streets due to torrential rain in the Camden suburb of Sydney 
on Sunday. (aFP)

Auto rickshaw drivers queue along a street to buy fuel at a fuel station in Colombo on Sunday. (aFP)
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dpa
Berlin

Germany has done better 
at welcoming refugees from 
Ukraine than it did during the 
wave of arrivals from war-torn 
Syria in 2015, according to In-
terior minister nancy Faeser.

Germany has taken in more 
than 850,000 people from 
Ukraine - mostly women and 
children - since the russian in-
vasion began on February 24, 
she said.

The country has come under 
criticism, however, for treating 
european refugees differently 
to those fleeing conflict in the 
middle east or further afield.

“We have done many things 
much better than we did during 
the last major refugee move-
ment in 2015,” Faeser told dpa 

in an interview, adding that “an 
incredibly high number of citi-
zens” had joined government 
efforts to help take people in.

She described the “quick 
and unbureaucratic” ability 
of all european states to take 
in refugees from Ukraine as a 
“historic success.” 

“That was a great achieve-
ment, and unanimous too. It 
was difficult to achieve,” the So-
cial Democrat noted.

Germany and europe are 
also taking further steps to help 
refugees from other regions, 
the minister said. “We are liv-
ing up to our humanitarian re-
sponsibility.” 

In Germany, this involved 
granting all new arrivals access 
to integration courses, she said, 
stressing the importance of im-
parting Germany’s values and 

language even on those who 
only stay in the country tempo-
rarily.

This had already been made 
possible for afghans who had 
fled to Germany, the minister 
noted.

She further pointed to a 
new approach the government 
plans to take that would offer 
a “secure perspective” to peo-
ple who have been in Germany 
long enough to become inte-
grated.

Faeser rejected the argu-
ment that this would create a 
so-called pull effect for other 
migrants.

“That is nonsense,” she 
said. “Because it’s only for well-
integrated people who have 
been living here for five years. 
It’s about people who want to 
contribute.” 

Germany did better with Ukraine 
refugees than in 2015: Minister

agencies 

U
kraIne’S military has 
confirmed that the east-
ern city of Lysychansk 
has fallen to russian 
forces.

“after heavy fighting for 
Lysychansk, the defence forc-
es of Ukraine were forced to 
withdraw from their occupied 
positions and lines,” the army 
general staff said.

earlier russia’s Defence 
minister Sergei Shoigu said 
his forces had captured Lysy-
chansk and taken full control 
of Luhansk region.

Ukraine’s troops were out-
gunned there.

Its general staff said that 
“in order to preserve the lives 
of Ukrainian defenders, a de-
cision was made to withdraw”.

It said the russians had 
multiple advantages in artil-
lery, aircraft, manpower and 
other forces.

earlier, the head of rus-
sia’s Chechen republic, 
ramzan kadyrov, published 
video apparently showing 
Chechen fighters in the centre 
of Lysychansk.

Further west, the Ukraini-
an-held city of Slovyansk came 
under heavy shelling, with at 
least six people killed.

It is in Donetsk region, 
which with Luhansk forms the 
industrial Donbas.

Just before he launched 
the war, President Vladimir 
Putin recognised all of Lu-
hansk and Donetsk as inde-
pendent of Ukraine. russian 
proxy forces began an insur-
gency there in 2014.

Just over a week ago rus-
sian troops captured Severo-
donetsk, a city reduced to 
ruins by weeks of russian 
bombardment.

Lysychansk overlooks 
Severodonetsk, across the Sev-

ersky Donets river. There was 
some hope that, built on high 
ground, it would provide a 
natural strong defence. But the 
noose around the city had tight-
ened, with russian forces con-
trolling most access in and out.

Some Ukrainian units had 
already pulled back to the next 
lines of defence over the past 
week.

Ukrainian officials had 
been unusually quiet on Sun-
day about the fighting in the 
city. That might, in part, be ex-
plained by “operational secu-
rity” reasons. They would not 

want to broadcast any tactical 
retreat. But losing Lysychansk 
will be seen as another setback 
in the east.

The fall of Lysychansk is by 
no means the end of the fight-
ing in Donbas. Ukraine still 

controls large urban areas in 
neighbouring Donetsk. Their 
forces have been preparing 
new defensive lines between 
Bakhmut and Slovyansk - 
though they too are now under 
heavy russian shelling. Both 
sides have been taking heavy 
casualties.

The question now is 
whether Ukraine can halt the 
advance, and whether russia 
can maintain the momentum.

Slovyansk and kramatorsk 
are the two biggest cities in the 
Donetsk region still in Ukrain-
ian hands.

The heavy russian bom-
bardment of Slovyansk on 
Sunday caused some 15 fires, 
mayor Vadym Lyakh said, and 
video showed huge plumes of 
smoke rising over the city. He 
said it was the worst shelling 
there in recent time.

a video clip on Twitter 
showed big blasts from a dis-
tance - in Slovyansk, according 
to the caption. It was posted by 
Iuliia mendel, ex-spokesper-
son for President Volodymyr 
Zelensky. The BBC was unable 
to verify the latest conditions 
in Slovyansk.

Russia takes control over 
eastern city of Lysychansk

Rubbles of a destroyed hotel after a rocket attack in Kramatorsk on Sunday. (AFP)

Further west, the Ukrainian-held city of Slovyansk comes under heavy shelling, with at least six people killed
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THe Palestinian authority has 
handed over to US forensic 
experts the bullet that killed 
Palestinian-american journal-
ist Shireen abu akleh during 
an Israeli raid in the occupied 
West Bank on may 11, accord-
ing to Palestinian officials.

akram al-khatib, general 
prosecutor for the Palestinian 
authority, had said that of-
ficials had “agreed to transfer 
the bullet to the americans for 
examination”. 

However, conflicting re-
ports over who would conduct 
the tests on the bullet emerged 
on Sunday, with an Israeli mil-
itary spokesman telling army 
radio: “The test will not be 
american. The test will be an 
Israeli test, with an american 

presence throughout.” 
al-khatib, meanwhile, told 

Voice of Palestine radio that 
officials had received “guaran-
tees” from the United States 
“that the examination will be 
conducted by them and that 
the Israeli side will not take 
part”. The US did not immedi-
ately comment on the oppos-
ing claims.

Palestinian officials, and 
many rights groups and media 
outlets, have reached the con-
clusion that al Jazeera jour-
nalist abu akleh was killed by 
the Israeli military.

The United nations hu-
man rights office last month 
said that information it had 
gathered showed that the bul-
let that killed abu akleh was 
fired by Israeli forces. Several 
witnesses said Israeli forces 

killed the Jerusalem-born abu 
akleh.

a Palestinian woman lays 
flowers at the site where al-Ja-
zeera correspondent Shireen 
abu akleh was killed in the city 
of Jenin in the occupied West 
Bank.

Israeli officials initially said 
Palestinian fighters could have 
killed abu akleh. However, Is-
rael later backtracked and said 
it could not rule out the possi-
bility that an Israeli soldier had 

fired the shot.
The decision to give the 

bullet to US experts follows a 
weeks-long impasse over who 
would conduct the investiga-
tion, with Palestinian officials 
saying a probe involving Israel 
would not be transparent.

“The Palestinians have 
been very clear that they do 
not want Israel involved when 
it comes to the analysis of the 
bullet,” al Jazeera’s Stefanie 
Dekker reported from West Je-
rusalem. “They refused to hand 
it over before; they refused a 
joint investigation which [Is-
rael] offered very soon after the 
killing.” 

The Palestinian decision to 
finally hand the bullet over to 
the US follows a call between 
US Secretary of State antony 
Blinken and Palestinian Presi-

dent mahmoud abbas last 
week, with US officials “keen to 
have this wrapped up” before 
US President Joe Biden visits 
Israel and the occupied West 
Bank next week, Dekker said.

She added the results from 
the analysis were expected to 
be delivered to the Palestinians 
by the end of the day, although 
“whether that is going to lead 
to any accountability and jus-
tice, Palestinians certainly re-
main extremely sceptical”.

Palestinians were quick to 
condemn Israel’s alleged in-
volvement in the analysis.

The bullet was analysed 
using 3D models and, accord-
ing to experts, it was 5.56mm 
calibre – the same used by 
Israeli forces. The round was 
designed and manufactured in 
the US, experts said.

Palestinians give bullet that killed Shireen Abu Akleh to US

A member of the Palestinian security forces loyal to Hamas, demon-
strates his skills as he pulls a framed photograph of slain Al-Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh ,during a graduation ceremony for police 
officers, in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip recently. (AFP)

World

Moscow russian physicist Dmitri Kolker has died in Moscow 
just days after he was detained on accusations of high trea-
son, the interfax news agency reported on sunday.

He was transferred from pre-trial detention to the intensive 
care unit of a Moscow hospital before he died, the report said.

Kolker headed the Quantum optical Technologies laborato-
ry at novosibirsk state University. Kolker has been involved in 
the development of lasers for medical purposes, among other 
things. The 54-year-old was suffering from terminal pancreatic 
cancer. He was arrested by officers of the FsB secret service 
in a novosibirsk hospital a few days ago and taken to Moscow.

investigators say Kolker handed secrets to china. Accord-
ing to his son, the researcher did give lectures to students in 
china as part of a scientific exchange, but was always accom-
panied by FsB agents. He also said that the lectures had been 
coordinated with the secret service down to the last detail so 
that no information considered a state secret would appear 
there. (dpa)

Russian physicist dies shortly after 
detention on treason claim

roMe At least five people have died after a glacier collapsed 
in the Dolomites in northern italy, the rescue control centre of 
the Veneto region said on sunday.

eight people were injured by the avalanche, it said, while 
five helicopters and several dog teams were searching for 
more people under masses of ice, snow and rock.

one seriously injured person was taken by helicopter to a 
hospital in Treviso.

eighteen people were reportedly waiting to be rescued 
where the glacier had broken off.

The accident occurred on the Marmolata mountain, where 
a large chunk of glacier broke off and fell into the valley, also 
hitting the ascent route to the 3,343-metre-high mountain, 
where several people were climbing.

“we heard a loud noise, typical of a landslide,” an eye-
witness told the AnsA news agency. “After that we saw an 
avalanche of snow and ice tumbling towards the valley at high 
speed and we knew that something bad had happened.” (dpa)

Five dead after glacier collapses in Italy

roMe An italian hiker has survived for seven days without food 
and very little water after falling into a rock fissure on Matajur 
mountain near the slovenian border.

After being discovered and recovered by rescue forces on 
saturday, he reported feeling well on sunday, in comments to 
the corriere della sera newspaper.

He had been on a trip by himself a week ago when he 
fell into the fissure, losing his backpack which contained his 
mobile phone and supplies.

while he was only lightly injured after the fall, he was un-
able to climb out of the fissure, the 31-year-old said.

He managed to survive on water from a small rivulet after 
a thunderstorm. The fire brigade posted a picture on Twitter 
showing the man on board a helicopter, giving the thumbs-up.

According to the rescuers, they had searched the crash site 
with helicopters and drones several times over the past week, 
but were unable to locate the man amid trees and plants. (dpa)

Hiker survives for seven days without 
food after mountain crash

News 
in brief

120 evacuated due to fire at 19-storey 
block of flats in south-east London

dpa
lonDon

aBoUT 120 people were evac-
uated due to a fire at a 19-sto-
rey block of flats in south-east 
London.

There were no injuries re-
ported at the blaze in St mark’s 
Square, Bromley, which was 
tackled by 15 fire engines and 
about 100 firefighters, London 
Fire Brigade (LFB) said.

Half of a five-room flat on 
the 15th floor was destroyed by 
the fire - and part of the roof 
was also damaged.

Firefighters were called at 
11.58 am (1058 GmT) on Sun-
day, and the fire was under 
control by 4.08 pm.

LFB said it was a very vis-
ible fire and the Brigade’s 999 

Control centre received 95 calls 
at the peak of the incident.

Fire crews used a 64-metre 
turntable ladder to tackle the 
fire.

Station Commander Colin 
Digby was at the scene and 
said: “Crews made steady pro-
gress in fighting the fire.

“It was a protracted in-
cident and our crews will be 
on scene for several hours to 
come.” The cause of the fire is 
under investigation.

Footage posted on social 
media showed flames and 
black smoke coming from one 
part of a slanted roof.

Further footage showed 
firefighters on the roof with 
the flames apparently extin-
guished.

Josh Gill, 29, a Co-op team 

leader from Bromley, said: “I 
literally live on the doorstep.

“I was in my flat and my 
mother-in-law came over to 
pick up my wife’s niece who 
stayed over last night, and as 
she came she said about the 

fire and saw all the fire brigade 
appear and (I) went to have a 
look.

“Some people were upset 
and crying whilst others were 
shocked and confused as to 
what was going on. The fire bri-
gade are still here and you can 

see people who live in the flats 
evacuated in the church.” “It 
is scary to see this right on the 
doorstep as I have a family.” a 
man living near the tower said 
he saw flames burning “fero-
ciously” on the building.

rowland Leslie, 63, said: “I 
was just walking down to come 
to Bromley and I don’t think it 
had started not long before that 
because the fire engines were 
just coming.

“Where there is the slant of 
the building there are balconies 
and flames were burning fero-
ciously at the start.

“I have been in Bromley for 
over an hour and where I was 
it looked like the fire had been 
put out but in the last 20 min-
utes it looks like it must have 
started up again.” 

The Palestinian decision 
to finally hand the bullet 
over to the US follows a 
call between US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas

08 Monday, July 4, 2022

The heavy Russian  
bombardment of Slovyansk 
on Sunday caused some 
15 fires, Mayor Vadym 
Lyakh said, and video 
showed huge plumes of 
smoke rising over the city

Half of a five-room flat on 
the 15th floor was 
destroyed by the fire - and 
part of the roof was also 
damaged



AGENCIES

FIFTY-FIVE per cent of In-
diGo’s domestic flights were 
delayed on Saturday as a 
significant number of cabin 
crew members took sick 
leave, with sources in the in-
dustry saying they ostensibly 
went for an Air India recruit-
ment drive.

When asked about this, 
Arun Kumar, who heads the 
aviation regulator DGCA, told 

PTI on Sunday, “We are look-
ing into this.”

The phase-2 of Air India’s 
recruitment drive was con-
ducted on Saturday and a ma-
jority of IndiGo’s cabin crew 
members who took sick leave 
went for it, the sources in the 
industry sources added.

IndiGo, India’s largest 
airline, currently operates 
approximately 1,600 flights 
--domestic and international 
-- daily.

IndiGo and Air India did 
not respond to PTI’s requests 
for statements on the matter.

According to the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation’s website, 
45.2 per cent of IndiGo’s do-
mestic flights operated on 
time on Saturday.

In comparison, the on-
time performances of Air 
India, SpiceJet, Vistara, Go 
First and AirAsia India was 
77.1 per cent, 80.4 per cent, 
86.3 per cent, 88 per cent and 
92.3 per cent, respectively, on 
Saturday.

IndiGo CEO Ronjoy Dutta 
had on April 8 told employees 
through an email that rais-

ing salaries is a difficult and 
thorny issue but the airline 
will constantly review and 
adjust wages based on its prof-
itability and the competitive 
environment.

IndiGo had on April 4 sus-
pended a few pilots who were 
planning to organise a strike 
on Tuesday to protest against 
the pay cuts that were imple-
mented during the peak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Tata Group took con-
trol of Air India on January 
27, after successfully winning 
the bid for the airline on Oc-
tober 8 last year. Air India 
plans to buy new planes and 

improve its services, and it 
recently started a recruitment 
drive for fresh cabin crew 
members.

During the peak of the 
pandemic, Indigo had slashed 
the salaries of its pilots by as 
much as 30 per cent.

On April 1 this year, the 
airline announced its deci-
sion to increase the salaries 
of pilots by 8 per cent. It said 
that another hike of 6.5 per 
cent will be implemented 
from November onwards in 
case there are no disruptions. 
However, a section of pilots 
remained unsatisfied and de-
cided to organise a strike.

55% IndiGo domestic flights delayed as crew call sick on Air India recruitment day
 Phase-2 of Air India’s recruitment drive 
was conducted on Saturday

QNB launches WeChat 
Pay and AliPay+ in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QNB, the largest financial in-
stitution in the Middle East 
and Africa, has announced 
the launch of WeChat Pay and 
AliPay+ to its existing broad 
range of payment methods 
accepted by its merchant net-
work in Qatar, making QNB 
the first bank in Qatar to 
launch these services.  

The newly launched servic-
es come to emphasize QNB’s 
continuous leading position 
in Cards and Retail Payment 
acceptance, and highlights the 
bank’s efforts in offering in-

novative and convenient shop-
ping and payment services to 
its merchants and customers. 

These mobile payment 
solutions are a powerful ad-
ditional tool for merchants 
wishing to attract and gain the 
loyalty of customers and shop-
pers travelling abroad.

Commenting on this part-
nership, Adel Ali Al-Malki, 
General Manager QNB Group 
Retail Banking said: “QNB is 
the first bank in Qatar to in-
troduce such innovative in-
ternational wallets that are 
based on QR code payments, 
and which customers and 

merchants can use very con-
veniently”. 

He added, “This partner-
ship will enable millions of 
customers to complete their 
transactions easily, safely, 
and securely with QNB’s wide 
merchant network. This will 
benefit retailers in many seg-
ments by giving those WeChat 
and AliPay+ users the option 
to pay using their smart de-
vices.”

It is worthy to note that 
QNB continues to lead the dig-
ital banking and payment field 
through its latest digital solu-
tions and innovative products 
tailored to suit the changing 
needs of customers with the 

highest and most advanced 
levels of services, where it was 
the first bank to introduce a 
broad range of smart payment 
options to its customers. 

Proud to be the Official 
Middle East and Africa Sup-
porter of the FIFA World Cup 
2022™, QNB Group extends 
through its subsidiaries and 
associate companies to more 
than 31 countries across three 
continents providing a com-
prehensive range of advanced 
products and services.

The total number of em-
ployees is 27,000 operating 
through 1,000 locations, with 
an ATM network of more than 
4,700 machines.

QNB is the first 
bank in Qatar 
to launch these 
services

OPEC secretary 
general Barkindo 
joins Atlantic Council

AGENCIES

MOHAMMAD Sanusi Bar-
kindo, secretary general for the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, will join 
the Atlantic Council as a dis-
tinguished fellow in the Global 
Energy Center.

Barkindo will take part in 
the Atlantic Council after the 
conclusion of his term at OPEC 
on July 31, according to a state-
ment. 

Serving as OPEC’s secre-
tary general for six years, Bar-
kindo has also played a crucial 
role in enhancing the coopera-
tion between OPEC and non-
OPEC countries on stabilizing 
oil markets. 

The fellowship at the At-
lantic Council comes amid an 
unprecedented rise in energy 
prices driven by geopolitical 
tensions, climate change im-
pacts, and volatile markets.

“Barkindo brings a deep 
understanding of geopolitics in 
a volatile world that will further 

enhance the Atlantic Council’s 
approach to shaping solutions 
to global energy-security chal-
lenges,” said Frederick Kempe, 
president and CEO of the At-
lantic Council.

The Washington-based 
center promotes energy secu-
rity by working alongside gov-
ernments, industry leaders, 
civil society, and public stake-
holders. Barkindo said: “I look 
forward to contributing to the 
organization’s work on a pleth-
ora of energy-related issues, at 
a time when the world’s eyes 
are focused on both short- and 
long-term energy market out-
looks.”

Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo

HDFC and HDFC Bank merger 
proposal gets nod from bourses

AGENCIES

THE proposal of merger of 
HDFC with its banking sub-
sidiary HDFC Bank, the big-
gest transaction in India’s 
corporate history, has got ap-
proval from stock exchanges.

Both HDFC and HDFC 
Bank have got no-objection 
from both stock exchanges.

HDFC Bank has received 
observation letter with ‘no 
adverse observations’ from 
BSE Limited and observation 
letter with ‘no objection’ from 
the National Stock Exchange 
of India Limited, both dated 
July 2, 2022, HDFC Bank 
said in a filing.

“The scheme remains 
subject to various statutory 
and regulatory approvals 
inter alia including approv-
als from the Reserve Bank of 
India, Competition Commis-
sion of India, the National 
Company Law Tribunal and 
the respective shareholders 
and creditors of the compa-
nies involved in the scheme, 
as may be required,” it said.

Earlier on April 4, India’s 
largest private lender HDFC 
Bank agreed to take over the 
biggest domestic mortgage 
lender in a deal valued at 
about USD 40 billion, creat-
ing a financial services titan.

The proposed entity will 

have a combined asset base 
of around Rs 18 lakh crore. 
The merger is expected to be 
completed by the second or 
third quarter of FY24, sub-
ject to regulatory approvals.

Once the deal is effective, 
HDFC Bank will be 100 per 
cent owned by public share-
holders, and existing share-
holders of HDFC will own 41 
per cent of the bank.

Every HDFC shareholder 
will get 42 shares of HDFC 
Bank for every 25 shares 
held.

The observation letter by 
the BSE said, the company is 
advised to disclose the details 
of all the actions taken by 
Sebi or any other regulator 
against any of the entities, 
its directors/promoters and 
promoter group, in the peti-
tion to be filed before NCLT.

The company shall ensure 
that no changes to the draft 
scheme except those mandat-
ed by the regulators or tribu-
nals should be made without 
specific written consent of 
Sebi, it said.

Amalgamated company 
is advised that the proposed 
equity shares issued in terms 
of the scheme should man-
datorily be in dematerialised 
form only, it said.

Following the merger the 
combined balance sheet will 
be Rs 17.87 lakh crore and 
the net worth will be Rs 3.3 
lakh crore, as of December 
2021 balance sheet.

As of April 1, 2022, the 
market capitalisation of 
HDFC Bank was Rs 8.36 lakh 
crore ($110 billion) and that 
of HDFC Rs 4.46 lakh crore 
($59 billion).

Services, manufacturing rebound in China
AGENCIES

CHINA’S factory and services 
activity picked up in June, of-
ficial data showed Thursday, 
fueled by the easing of COV-
ID-19 restrictions in major 
cities such as Shanghai and 
Beijing.

The non-manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI), a key gauge of activity 
in the world’s second-biggest 
economy, defied expectations 
and surged to 54.7 points in 
June after three months of 
sluggish performance.

It was the first time since 
February that the reading was 
above the 50-point mark sepa-
rating growth from contrac-
tion, and this marked an im-
provement from the reading of 
47.8 in May.

“As the situation of domes-
tic epidemic prevention and 
control continued to improve 
and a package of policies... to 

stabilize the economy was im-
plemented at a quicker pace, 
the overall recovery of our 
country’s economy has accel-

erated,” National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) senior statis-
tician Zhao Qinghe said in a 
statement.

In particular, business ac-
tivity in industries severely hit 
by the pandemic such as rail 
and air transport picked up in 
June, the statement said.

Manufacturing PMI rose 
to 50.2 points in June -- in line 
with analyst expectations -- 
up from 49.6 in May. As work 
resumed after COVID lock-
downs, production and de-
mand in the sector picked up 
and delivery times improved, 
according to the NBS. 

China is the only major 
economy still pursuing a zero-
COVID approach of eliminat-
ing outbreaks as they emerge, 
using snap lockdowns and 
mass testing.

Business activity in industries severely hit by the pandemic, such as air 
travel, picked up in June, according to China’s National Bureau of Statistics.

Tesla hit by new lawsuit alleging racism
AGENCIES

FIFTEEN Black former or 
current employees at Tesla 
filed a lawsuit against the 
electric-car maker on Thurs-
day, alleging they were sub-
jected to racial abuse and 
harassment at its factories.

The workers said they 
were subjected to offensive 
racist comments and behav-
iour by colleagues, managers, 

and human resources em-
ployees on a regular basis, ac-
cording to the lawsuit filed in 
a California state court.

The harassment, which 
occurred mostly at Tesla’s 
Fremont, California factory, 
included using the terms 
“nigger”, “slavery” or “planta-
tion” or making sexual com-
ments such as “likes booty”, 
the lawsuit said, adding that 
the car maker’s “standard op-

erating procedures include 
blatant, open and unmitigat-
ed race discrimination”.

Some of the plaintiffs 
were assigned to the most 
physically demanding posts 
in Tesla or passed over for 
promotion, according to the 
lawsuit.

It said that Montieco Jus-
tice, a production associate at 
Tesla’s Fremont factory, was 
immediately demoted upon 

returning to Tesla after tak-
ing an authorised leave of ab-
sence as a result contracting 
COVID-19.

Tesla did not immediately 
respond to a Reuters news 
agency request for comment.

The car maker is facing 
at least 10 lawsuits alleging 
widespread race discrimina-
tion or sexual harassment, 
including one by a California 
civil rights agency.
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for possible gas shortage PAGE 10



Agencies

Fearing russia might cut 
off natural gas supplies, the 
head of germany’s regulatory 
agency for energy called on 
residents Saturday to save en-
ergy and to prepare for winter, 
when use increases.

Federal network agency 
President Klaus Mueller urged 
house and apartment owners 
to have their gas boilers and 
radiators checked and adjust-
ed to maximize their efficiency.

“Maintenance can reduce 
gas consumption by 10% to 
15%,” he told Funke Medien-
gruppe, a german newspaper 
and magazine publisher.

Mueller said residents 
and property owners need to 
use the 12 weeks before cold 
weather sets in to get ready. He 
said families should start talk-
ing now about “whether every 
room needs to be set at its usu-
al temperature in the winter 
-- or whether some rooms can 
be a little colder.” The appeal 
came after russia reduced gas 
flows to germany, italy, aus-
tria, the Czech republic and 
Slovakia earlier this month, 
as european Union countries 
scramble to refill storage facili-
ties with the fuel used to gener-
ate electricity, power industry 
and heat homes in the winter.

russian state-owned ener-
gy company gazprom blamed 
a technical problem for the 
reduction in natural gas flow-
ing through nord Stream 1, a 
pipeline which runs under the 
Baltic Sea from russia to ger-
many.

The company said equip-
ment getting refurbished in 
Canada was stuck there be-

cause of Western sanctions 
over russia’s war in Ukraine.

german leaders have re-
jected that explanation and 
called the reductions a po-
litical move in reaction to the 
european Union’s sanctions 
against russia after its attack 
on Ukraine.

germany is dealing with 
“a quasi economic warfare 
conflict” against the backdrop 
of the russian invasion of 
Ukraine, said Vice Chancellor 
robert Habeck, who is also 
germany’s economy and cli-
mate minister and responsible 
for energy.

The russian calculation is 
to “destroy the unity and soli-
darity of the country” through 
high energy prices in germany, 
Habeck said at an event organ-
ized by the weekly newspaper 
Die Zeit on Saturday, accord-
ing to german news agency 
dpa.

Habeck warned last month 
that a “blockade” of the pipe-
line is possible starting July 
11, when regular maintenance 
work is due to start. in previ-
ous summers, the work has en-
tailed shutting nord Stream 1 
for about 10 days, he said.

The question is whether 
the upcoming regular main-
tenance of the nord Stream 1 
gas pipeline will turn into “a 
longer-lasting political mainte-
nance,” the energy regulator’s 
Mueller said. if the gas flow 
from russia is “to be lowered 
for a longer period of time, we 
will have to talk more seriously 
about savings,” he said.

according to Mueller, 
in the event of a gas supply 
stoppage, private households 
would be specially protected, 

as would hospitals or nursing 
homes.

“i can promise that we will 
do everything we can to avoid 
private households being with-
out gas,” he said, adding: “We 
learned from the coronavirus 
crisis that we shouldn’t make 
promises if we’re not entirely 
sure we can keep them.” He 
said his agency “does not see 
a scenario in which there is no 
more gas coming to germany 
at all.” also on Saturday, ger-
man chemical and consumer 
goods company Henkel said 
it was considering encour-
aging its employees to work 
from home in the winter as a 
response to a possible supply 
shortage.

“We could then greatly re-
duce the temperature in the 
offices, while our employees 
could heat their homes to the 
normal extent,” Henkel CeO 
Carsten Knobel told daily 
newspaper rheinische Post.

Hamburg’s state govern-
ment’s senator for the environ-
ment also expressed concern 
and said he couldn’t rule out 
that the northern german city 
would need to limit hot water 
for private households in the 
event of a gas shortage.

“in an acute gas shortage 
emergency, hot water could 
only be made available at cer-
tain times of the day,” Jens 
Kerstan told weekly newspa-
per Welt am Sonntag.

Last month, economy 
minister Habeck activated the 
second phase of germany’s 
three-stage emergency plan for 
natural gas supplies, warning 
that europe’s biggest economy 
faced a “crisis” and storage tar-
gets for the winter were at risk.

Germans urged to save 
energy and prepare for 
possible gas shortage

AquAculture chAllenges

Despite potential, Midwestern farms struggle to market fish
Agencies

WHen drastic increases in food 
costs spurred by the COViD-19 
pandemic left andrew Caplinger 
struggling to find fresh catfish 
for his restaurants, he decided to 
try “an experimental” solution — 
growing his own.

in the coming months, the 
indianapolis restaurant chain 
Caplinger’s Fresh Catch Seafood 
will begin sourcing its second 
most popular menu item from 
fish ponds at his 28-acre farm 
in southern indiana. The goal is 
to produce up to half of the 800 
to 1,000 pounds of catfish fillets 
served at the restaurants each 
week.

“i’ve never done anything 
like this — i’ve sold dead fish my 
whole entire life,” he said. “it’s 
tough, and it might be risky. But 
assuming things go well and these 
fish grow like they should, we 
won’t have to look at raising our 
store prices again for some time.” 
it’s a move that could increase 
local appetite for fish, Caplinger 
said. But even with fish and sea-
food consumption on the rise in 
the U.S., the number of Midwest 
aquaculture farms is declining, 
and many fish producers say they 
face challenges getting their pro-
duce to consumers in the region.

Midwestern states compose 
a fifth of the country’s land but 

contain about a third of all U.S. 
farms, according to the U.S. De-
partment of agriculture.

although experts maintain the 
region could be a strong aqua-
culture producer, the number of 
aquaculture farms in the Midwest 
has fallen to roughly 271 from 336 
a decade ago.

This could be because the 
region has historically relied on 
wild-caught seafood, said amy 
Shambach, an aquaculture mar-
keting outreach associate with 
the illinois-indiana Sea grant. 
Seafood produced in the Midwest 
also must compete with cheaper, 
imported seafood.

“Our input costs are a little 
bit higher than other places, and 
(that) contributes to some of the 
slow growth,” Shambach said.

Stagnant fish farming in the 
Midwest aquaculture industry has 
national implications, Shambach 
said. With global seafood con-
sumption expected to increase by 
100-170 billion pounds by 2030, 
the growing seafood trade deficit 
means more fish will need to be 
farm-raised, opening the door 
for Midwestern farmers to meet 
demand.

Joseph Morris, former direc-
tor of the north Central regional 
aquaculture Center at iowa State 
University, said growing the 
industry is a challenge, noting 
problems with marketing, fish 

processing and high labor costs.
“The big hurdle to tackle — 

how can they produce a prod-
uct, economically, to meet the 
consumer needs and still stay 
in business?” he said. “How do 
you reach the growing market of 
people wanting to eat fish?” Mike 
Searcy, who owns a trout farm 
in Seymour, indiana, said the 
Hoosier state — one of only two in 
the Midwest to report an uptick in 
farms in the last decade — lacks 
a central processing facility for 
gutting and filleting harvested 
fish. He sends most of his fish 
to Kentucky for processing and 

distribution.
“We have demand from our lo-

cal customers, but the biggest hin-
drance is the lack of processing, 
filling that gap between the farmer 
and the restaurant owner. That 
holds us back,” said Searcy, who 
is exploring having a processing 
facility at his own farm. “When 
we’re competing with foreign 
markets and much cheaper labor, 
they can supply a fillet to the gro-
cery stores a heck of a lot cheaper 
than what i can.” Shambach said 
the lack of processing available in 
indiana allows only a handful of 
indiana aquaculture farms to pro-

duce for food businesses. instead, 
most fish raised in the state is 
sold live to asian food markets in 
indianapolis, Chicago, new York 
City and Toronto.

Still, Morris said, fish farmers 
are vying to grow their businesses 
and increase profits — which 
could succeed if producers can 
better market their fish.

“a new generation of folks are 
eating more fish, and they’re ask-
ing more often, ‘Where’s my food 
coming from?’ That’s where the 
Midwest comes in,” Morris said.

One solution for farmers could 
be recirculating aquaculture sys-
tems, which allow fish and shrimp 
to be grown in tank-based sys-
tems. The method gives producers 
control over water quality — often 
preventing fish disease and the 
need for antibiotics — and allows 
various species to be raised year-
round in land-locked areas.

The method is costly, though, 
precluding many small- and mid-
size farmers. Searcy, whose farm 
runs entirely on the technology, 
cautioned that the operation is 
also completely dependent on 
electricity. environmental activ-
ists argue that recirculating aqua-
culture systems require abundant 
water resources, and they voice 
concerns about the disposal of 
waste.

Tyler isaac, aquaculture 
program manager for Monterey 

Bay aquarium’s Seafood Watch, 
said that with sustainably sourced 
fish feed and proper precautions, 
the recirculating systems could 
lead to more fish farms in the 
Midwest.

“it’s always a game of trade-
offs, but i think at the end of the 
day, recirculating systems are a 
really good step forward,” isaac 
said, adding that renewable ener-
gy sources would also make such 
operations more environmentally 
friendly. “The development of an 
aquaculture industry in a place 
like the Midwest is a good thing. 
it just needs to be done with 
appropriate safeguards.” Morris 
said other emerging technologies 
— such as aquaBounty’s geneti-
cally modified atlantic salmon 
being grown in indiana that grow 
faster and are less susceptible to 
disease — could also be “very at-
tractive for producers,” although 
it could be “several years” before 
similar genetically altered fish 
become mainstream.

“in terms of Midwest aquacul-
ture overall, the growth has got to 
be with the food-fish operation. 
That’s where your market is — a 
consumer basis,” Morris said. 
“There are only so many ponds to 
stock out in the Midwest, only so 
many anglers. But there are con-
sumers wanting to eat more and 
more fish in Midwest. We have to 
focus on that.”

Argentine economy minister, IMF  
deal architect resigns in fresh blow

Agencies

argenTinian economy 
Minister Martin guzman, the 
architect of a recent major 
debt deal with the interna-
tional Monetary Fund (iMF), 
resigned unexpectedly Satur-
day, dealing a fresh blow to 
the government of President 
alberto Fernandez as the 
country struggles with eco-
nomic problems.

guzman stepped down 
after a week in which argen-
tina’s currency hit an all-time 
low against the U.S. dollar 
amid sizzling inflation and 
truck drivers staging protests 
over shortages of diesel fuel.

guzman, a minister since 
late 2019 and a close ally of 
President Fernandez, posted 
a letter on Twitter announc-
ing his decision, adding he 
maintained “confidence in 
my vision of the path ar-
gentina should follow.” The 
center-left Peronist president 
is facing his lowest approval 
rating since taking office in 
2019, with cracks in his coali-
tion, inflation running above 
60%, the peso currency under 
growing pressure and sover-
eign bonds at record lows.

“i write to you to present 
my resignation as economy 
minister,” guzman said in a 
seven-page letter addressed 
to Fernandez that highlighted 
internal battles within the ad-
ministration.

illustrating the tensions, 
guzman announced his res-
ignation while Vice President 
Cristina Fernandez was giv-
ing a high-profile speech in 
which she lambasted the gov-
ernment’s economic policies. 
The vice president, who is not 
related to argentina’s leader, 
is a former president herself 
and the governing coalition 
has been splintering between 
their allies.

The resignation leaves 

the ministry leaderless just 
as guzman was expected to 
travel to europe to negotiate 
a $2 billion debt deal with 
the Paris Club of sovereign 
lenders. it also deals a blow 
to Fernandez’s weakening 
power base.

“it is the chronicle of a 
death foretold,” said Mariel 
Fornoni, director of the Man-
agement and Fit consultancy, 
adding that a painful loss in 
midterm elections last year 
for the government had hurt 
President Fernandez badly.

“now he has lost another 
piece of his board, perhaps 
the most important, and is in-
creasingly alone,” she added.

investors, already jittery 
about the country’s economic 
outlook, have pushed bonds 
down toward 20 cents on the 
dollar in recent weeks.

all eyes now will be on 
the replacement of guzman, 
whose resignation came at 
the end of a week of economic 
turmoil. 

With the argentine peso 
sliding against the dollar, 
the government on Tuesday 
made it harder to acquire dol-
lars to pay for imports as the 
local currency reached new 
lows in the parallel market 
used by citizens and compa-
nies to bypass official chan-
nels.

argentina has suffered for 
years from a shortage of dol-
lars, which stems partly from 

the distrust of argentines in 
their own currency amid high 
inflation. inflation is running 
at an annual rate of more than 
60% and economists expect 
the rate to keep worsening.

Work stoppages by truck 
drivers have disrupted eco-
nomic activity, including the 
delivery to ports of grain, 
which is one of argentina’s 
main imports.

On Wednesday, the gov-
ernment said it was trying 
to increase the availability of 
diesel by allowing more bio-
fuel to be mixed into the fuel 
and also by suspending the 
import tax on diesel.

argentina produces diesel 
but not in sufficient quanti-
ties for its needs and depends 
on imports, with world prices 
rising because of disruptions 
by the pandemic and the rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

analysts say one of the 
reasons for the shortage is 
that it is not profitable for 
oil companies to import die-
sel because the government 
prevents them from charging 
what it costs to buy on the in-
ternational market.

in his resignation let-
ter, guzman suggested that 
at least part of his reason for 
leaving was because he lacked 
political backing inside the 
government.

“From the experience i’ve 
lived,” he wrote, “i consider it 
will be fundamental to work 

on a political agreement with-
in the governing coalition so 
that the person who replaces 
me will have the centralized 
control of the necessary mac-
roeconomic policy instru-
ments... to face the challenges 
ahead.” The president’s office 
said that it did not yet know 
when a replacement for guz-
man would be announced. 
Fernandez had summoned 
members of his Cabinet and 
allies to an emergency meet-
ing, one government source 
said.

“The president deeply re-
grets the decision but respects 
it. He is analyzing his next de-
cisions,” said another govern-
ment source with knowledge 
of the matter.

Two economy ministry 
officials, asking not to be 
named, said that guzman’s 
position had become un-
tenable, especially without  
support for his economic 
agenda.

“He couldn’t continue 
without the tools and with 
(Vice President) Cristina 
(Fernandez de Kirchner) 
against him,” one of the two 
people said. 

“When things are no long-
er possible, it is an act of re-
sponsibility to leave.” Miguel 
Kiguel, former secretary of 
finance in argentina, told re-
uters that whoever takes over 
will have a tough time, noting 
that inflation could hit 80% 
this year and there is a gap of 
nearly 100% between official 
and parallel exchange rates.

“We don’t know who’s 
coming, but this will be a 
very hot potato,” Kiguel said. 
“Whoever comes is going 
to have a very complicated 
time.” guzman had been in 
his post since the start of Fer-
nandez’s government on Dec. 
10, 2019, and was long one of 
the most high-profile figures 
within the Cabinet.

Argentinian President Alberto Fernandez (L) with Economy Minister 
Martin Guzman 

Trout, approximately 12-months old, at a trout farm in Seymour, Indiana. White 
Creek Farms of Indiana produces about 18,000 pounds of trout annually.

File photo shows view of pipe systems and shut-off devices at the gas receiving station of the Nord Stream 
1 Baltic Sea pipeline and the transfer station of the OPAL long-distance gas pipeline in Lubmin, Germany.

‘No guarantees Swiss will always have enough gas’
Agencies

SWiSS businesses would be 
first to have energy rationed in 
the event of supply shortages, 
energy Minister Simonetta 
Sommaruga told the Sonn-
tagsZeitung, warning that the 
government cannot guarantee 
there will always be enough 
gas to go around.

Landlocked Switzerland 
gets its gas via trading hubs in 

neighbouring countries in the 
european Union, so disrup-
tions there would also affect 
Switzerland.

Switzerland has relatively 
low demand for gas, which cov-
ers around 15% of total energy 
consumption. around 42% of 
gas is used to heat households, 
and the rest in industry and in 
the service and transport sec-
tors, according to government 
data.

However, it is nonetheless 
reliant on imported oil and gas.

“That is why no one can 
guarantee that there will al-
ways be enough gas for eve-
ryone,” Sommaruga told the 
SonntagsZeitung in comments 
published on Sunday.

Her remarks came after 
the Swiss government out-
lined plans on Wednesday to 
address a possible shortage 
of natural gas this winter and 

said it could resort to rationing 
should other measures prove 
insufficient.

in the event of a shortage 
of both gas and electricity in 
Switzerland, energy would first 
be rationed for businesses.

Sommaruga said there 
would “initially be restrictions 
for escalators or neon signs, 
for example”, adding that the 
government wants to “spare 
households the longest”.
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From stocks to crypto, a  
punishing six months for investors
Americans with stock portfolios 

or retirement investment plans 
would likely prefer to forget the 
last six months.

The S&P 500, Wall Street’s 
broad benchmark for many stock funds, 
closed the first half of 2022 with a loss of 
more than 20% after starting the year at an 
all-time high. It’s the worst start to a year 
since 1970, when Apple and Microsoft had 
yet to be founded.

Investors have been grappling with un-
certainty and fear this year following a sharp 
rise in interest rates as the Federal Reserve 
and other central banks scrambled to tame 
the highest inflation in more than 40 years. 
Higher rates can bring down inflation, but 
they also slow the economy, raising the risk 
of a recession. That’s helped drag down the 
value of stocks, bonds, cryptocurrencies and 
other investments.

On June 13, the S&P 500 tumbled into a 
bear market, dropping more than 20% be-
low the record high it set in early this year. 
It’s now 21.1% below that Jan. 3 all-time 
high, back to where it was in early March of 
last year.

The Fed has been at the center of the 
market’s downturn, raising its key short-
term interest rates three time this year. Its 
most recent increase earlier this month was 
triple the usual amount and its biggest hike 
since 1994. More outsized increases are al-
most certain.

“You can argue that they’re just playing 
the hand they were dealt, but the reality is 
they got caught a little bit behind the curve 
and their pivot toward a much more aggres-
sive policy stance has been the reason the 
market has sold off,” said Ross Mayfield, in-
vestment strategist at Baird.

One winner, many losers
Technology companies, retailers and 

other stocks that were big winners during 
the pandemic have been among the biggest 
losers this year. That includes a more than 
36% tumble for Tesla, a 71% nosedive for 
Netflix and a more than 50% plunge for Fa-
cebook parent Meta.

Rising bond yields have made these 
stocks look overpriced relative to less-risky 
corners of the market, such as utilities, 
household goods makers and health care 
firms. These are often called “value” stocks 
to distinguish them from stocks of high-
growth companies.

Energy is the lone gainer this year 
among the 11 sectors in the S&P 500. The 
sector is up more than 29% so far, buoyed 
by surging oil and gasoline prices.

Of the 21 stocks in the index that have 
risen more than 20% this year, all but seven 
are energy companies.

Pump pain, energy’s gain

The soaring prices at the pump are the 
result of a classic squeeze.

Demand surged for gasoline and other 
oil products after the economy roared out 
of the cavern created by the coronavirus. At 
the same time, supplies for crude oil and 
gasoline have remained tight. The invasion 
of Ukraine upset a key energy-producing 
region of the world, with sanctions block-
ing oil from Russia, which ranked third in 
the world for oil production at the end of 
last year.

Meanwhile, refineries have less ability 
to turn oil into gasoline in the U.S. after 
several shut down during the pandemic. 
U.S. refining capacity has dropped for two 
straight years, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration.

As a result, gasoline prices have shot to 
records this year, with the national average 
for a gallon of regular topping $5 per gallon 
earlier this month, according to AAA.

That’s meant misery for many drivers, 

but a nice payoff for investors who bet on 
energy stocks.

For such strength to continue, though, 
worries about a recession would have to 
abate. Recessions have historically led to 
drops in oil prices by destroying demand. 
And over the last week, stocks of energy 
companies have dropped even more than 
oil prices as some investors grew more 
fearful of just such a scenario, according to 
strategists at Barclays.

Busted bonds
Sometimes even the calm one in the 

group loses their cool.
Bonds are supposed to be the steadier, 

more reliable part of a portfolio. But they 
not only slammed investors with losses in 
the first half of this year, they’re on pace for 
one of their worst performances in history.

High-quality, investment-grade bonds 
were down 11.3% for the first six months 
of 2022, as of Monday. Any down year is a 

notable thing for bonds. The Bloomberg US 
Aggregate index, which many bond fund 
use as their benchmark, has had just four 
losing years on records going back to 1976.

This year’s losses are entirely the result 
of high inflation and the Fed’s response to 
it. Inflation is generally anathema to inves-
tors because it erodes the purchasing value 
of the fixed payments bonds will make in 
the future.

The yield on the 10-year Treasury has 
already more than doubled this year. It 
stood at 2.97% Thursday. More pressure 
may be on the way as the Fed keeps raising 
rates, though some analysts say the worst 
of the damage may have passed.

Strategists at the Wells Fargo Invest-
ment Institute recently hiked their forecast 
for where the 10-year Treasury will end this 
year to a range of 3.25% to 3.75%. But they 
also see it moderating the next year to a 
range of 2.75% to 3.25%.

Crypto crash
Supporters of cryptocurrencies have 

touted them as, among other things, a 
good hedge against inflation and a safe 
haven when the stock market slumps. 
They’ve been neither of those things this 
year.

Bitcoin sank from nearly $69,000 in 
November to below $20,000 this month, 
partly due to the same forces that pum-
meled stocks: inflation and higher interest 
rates.

Some events unique to the cryptocur-
rency industry also factored in and eroded 
investors’ confidence. A so-called stable-
coin collapsed, costing investors around 
$40 billion. A hedge fund dedicated to 
digital assets was reportedly facing liqui-
dation. And some bank-like companies, 
which take cryptocurrencies as deposits 
and then lend them out, suspended with-
drawals as they scrambled to shore up 
their finances.

The New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday, June 29, 2022 in New York.

Agencies

THE Supreme Court’s latest 
climate change ruling could 
dampen efforts by federal 
agencies to rein in the tech 
industry, which went largely 
unregulated for decades as 
the government tried to catch 
up to changes wrought by the 
internet.

In the 6-3 decision that 
was narrowly tailored to 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the court ruled 
Thursday that the EPA does 
not have broad authority to 
reduce power plant emis-
sions that contribute to glob-
al warming. The precedent 
is widely expected to invite 
challenges of other rules set 
by government agencies.

“Every agency is going to 
face new hurdles in the wake 
of this confusing decision,” 
said Alexandra Givens, the 
president and CEO of the 
Center for Democracy and 
Technology, a Washington-
based digital rights nonprofit. 
“But hopefully the agencies 
will continue doing their jobs 
and push forward.” The Fed-
eral Trade Commission, in 
particular, has been pursu-
ing an aggressive agenda in 
consumer protection, data 
privacy and tech industry 
competition under a leader 
appointed last year by Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

Biden’s picks for the five-
member Federal Commu-
nications Commission have 
also been pursuing stronger 
“net neutrality” protections 
banning internet providers 
from slowing down or block-
ing access to websites and ap-
plications that don’t pay for 
premium service.

A former chief technolo-
gist at the FTC during Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s admin-
istration said the ruling is 
likely to instill some fear in 
lawyers at the FTC and other 
federal agencies about how 
far they can go in making new 
rules affecting businesses.

The court “basically said 
when it comes to major policy 
changes that can transform 
entire sectors of the economy, 
Congress has to make those 
choices, not agencies,” said 
Neil Chilson, who is now a 
fellow at libertarian-leaning 
Stand Together, founded by 
the billionaire industrialist 
Charles Koch.

Givens disagreed, argu-
ing that many agencies, espe-
cially the FTC, have clear au-
thority and should be able to 
withstand lawsuits inspired 
by the EPA decision. She 
noted that Chief Justice John 
Roberts, who wrote the opin-
ion, repeatedly described it as 
an “extraordinary” situation.

Givens is among the tech 
advocates calling for Con-

gress to act with urgency to 
make laws protecting digital 
privacy and other tech mat-
ters. But she said laws typi-
cally stay on the books for 
decades, and it’s unrealistic 
to expect Congress to weigh 
in on every new technical de-
velopment that questions an 
agency’s mandate.

“We need a democratic 
system where Congress can 
give expert agencies the pow-
er to address issues when they 
arise, even when those issues 
are unforeseen,” she said. 

“The government literally 
can’t work with Congress leg-
islating every twist and turn.” 
Empowered by Congress in 
the 1970s to tackle “unfair or 
deceptive” business practices, 
the FTC has been in the van-
guard of Biden’s government-
wide mandate to promote 
competition in some indus-
tries, including Big Tech, 
health care and agriculture. 
A panoply of targets include 
hearing aid prices, airline 
baggage fees and “product of 
USA” labels on food.

Under Chair Lina Khan, 
the FTC also has widened the 
door to more actively writ-
ing new regulations in what 
critics say is a broader in-
terpretation of the agency’s 
legal authority. That initia-
tive could run into stiff legal 
challenges in the wake of 
the high court decision. The 
ruling could call into ques-
tion the agency’s regulatory 
agenda — leading it to either 
tread more cautiously or face 
tougher and more expensive 
legal challenges.

Khan “hasn’t really been 
someone who pursues soft 
measures, so it may be a 
damn-the-torpedoes ap-
proach,” Chilson said.

University of Massachu-
setts internet policy expert 
Ethan Zuckerman said it 
would be hard to gauge any 
potential impact of the court’s 
ruling on existing tech regu-
lation. That’s partly because 
“there’s just not that much 
tech regulation to undo,” he 
said.

He said one target could 
be the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, “a bête 
noire for many conserva-
tives.” Big companies such as 
Facebook parent Meta could 
also potentially appeal tough 
enforcement actions on the 
idea that federal agencies 
weren’t explicitly authorized 
to regulate social media.

“We’re in uncharted terri-
tory, with a court that’s taking 
a wrecking ball to precedent 
and seems hell-bent on im-
plementing as many right-
wing priorities as possible in 
the shortest possible time,” 
Zuckerman said.

The ruling could dampen 
the appetite for agencies like 
the FTC to act to limit harm 
from artificial intelligence 
and other new technologies. 
It could have less effect on 
new rules that are more clear-
ly in the realm of the agency 

imposing them.
Michael Brooks, chief 

counsel for the nonprofit 
Center for Auto Safety, said 
the ruling isn’t likely to 
change the government’s 
ability to regulate auto safety 
or self-driving vehicles, al-
though it does open the door 
to court challenges.

For instance, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration has clear au-
thority to regulate auto safety 
from a 1966 motor vehicle 
safety law, Brooks said.

“As long as the rules they 
are issuing pertain to the 
safety of the vehicle and not 
anything that’s outside of 
their authority, as long as it’s 
related to safety, I don’t see 
how a court could do an end 
run around the safety act,” he 
said.

Unlike the EPA, an agen-
cy with authority granted 
by multiple, complex laws, 
NHTSA’s “authority is just so 
crystal clear,” Brooks said.

NHTSA could have prob-
lems if it strayed too far from 
regulating safety. For exam-
ple, if it enacted regulations 
aimed to shift buyers away 
from SUVs to more fuel-
efficient cars, that might be 
struck down, he said. But the 
agency has historically stuck 
to its mission of regulating 
auto safety with some author-
ity on fuel economy, he said.

Ruling could dampen government efforts to rein in Big Tech

Lina Khan, nominee for Commissioner of the Federal Trade Commission, speaks during a Senate  
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill in  
Washington., April 21, 2021. 



AGENCIES
WARSAW (POLAND)

THE draw of the 2023 IHF 
Men’s World Championship 
was completed on Saturday 
at the Polish National Radio 
Symphony Orchestra in Ka-
towice, the same city which 
will host the first match of 
the competition, Poland vs 
France, on 11 January 2023.

In a prestigious event, the 
scene was set by an impromp-
tu concert by Polish National 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, 
before the singer of the official 
anthem of the competition, 
Polish star Alicja Szemplińska, 
was presented, as well as Pax, 
the Poland/Sweden 2023 
mascot.

A short statement from 
IHF President Dr Hassan 
Moustafa followed, which un-
derlined the motto of the 28th 
IHF Men’s World Champion-
ship, “Stick Together”. 

“We are talking about 32 

teams that will take part in the 
IHF Men’s World Champion-
ship, it means that these are 
the top 32 teams in the world. 
We all need to stick together,” 
said Dr Hassan Moustafa.

The official ball of the com-
petition, which is coloured in 
red, white, yellow and blue, the 
traditional colours of the two 
hosts Poland and Sweden was 
also presented by the IHF Pres-
ident before the draw started.

IHF Commission of Or-
ganising and Competition 
(COC) Chairperson Per Ber-
telsen and IHF Competitions 
Director Patric Strub con-
ducted the draw, assisted by 
former stars from each of the 
two hosts – Poland’s Slawomir 
Szmal and Sweden’s Magnus 
Wislander.

Each hosting country had 
the prerogative of assigning 
a qualified team to each host 
city. Therefore, Germany will 
play their preliminary round 
in Group E in the Spodek in 

Katowice, Spain and Norway 
are due to play in the TAURON 
Arena in Krakow in Groups A 
and F, respectively, reigning 
champions Denmark will face 
their Group H opponents in 
Malmo, Croatia have been as-
signed to Group G in Jonkop-
ing and Iceland to Group D in 
Kristianstad.

Hosts Poland and Sweden 
have elected to feature in Ka-
towice and Gothenburg, re-
spectively.

The most balanced group 
looks to be the one featuring 
co-hosts Poland, as their for-
mer star, Slawomir Szmal, was 
not their talisman during the 
draw. Poland will face France, 
Saudi Arabia and Slovenia, as 
their task of navigating to the 
main round with four points 
looks difficult.

Two other groups – Group 
D and Group F – also have 
three European teams at the 
start, as Portugal and Iceland 
will meet once again, after fac-

ing off in the same phase of 
the competition at Egypt 2021, 
while Norway hope to take 
three wins in three matches 
against North Macedonia, Ar-
gentina and the Netherlands, 

a team that is appearing at the 
men’s flagship competition for 
the first time since 1961.

Reigning champions Den-
mark were allocated to Group 
H, where they are heavily fa-

voured against Belgium, who 
make their debut at the IHF 
Men’s World Championship, 
Bahrain and the fourth-placed 
side at the CAHB African 
Men’s Championship, due to 
take place this July in Egypt.

Co-hosts Sweden, the sil-
ver medallists at Egypt 2021, 
who will be cheered on by their 
home fans in Gothenburg, are 
also favoured to progress from 
their group with a maximum 
amount of points, facing Bra-
zil, Uruguay and the runners-
up from the CAHB African 
Men’s Championship.

The team that is going to 
become the champions of Af-
rica headlines Group G, where 
they are facing Croatia, the 
CAHB African Men’s Champi-
onship bronze medallists and 
the United States of America, 
who make their return after 22 
years in the competition.

Last, but not least, Germa-
ny face Qatar, Serbia and the 
fifth-placed team at the CAHB 

African Men’s Championship 
in Group E.

The top three sides in each 
group will progress to the main 
round, while the last-placed 
sides are set to face each other 
in the President’s Cup.

The draw:
Group A (in Krakow): Spain, 
Montenegro, Chile, Islamic 
Republic of Iran
Group B (in Katowice): France, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia
Group C (in Gothenburg): Swe-
den, Brazil, Africa 2, Uruguay
Group D (in Kristianstad): Ice-
land, Portugal, Hungary, Repub-
lic of Korea
Group E (in Katowice): Germa-
ny, Qatar, Serbia, Africa 5
Group F (in Krakow): Norway, 
North Macedonia, Argentina, 
Netherlands
Group G (in Jönköping): Africa 
1, Croatia, Africa 3, United 
States of America
Group H (in Malmö): Denmark, 
Belgium, Bahrain, Africa 4.
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Qatar drawn with Germany and Serbia for 2023 Men’s Handball Worlds

Watson knocked 
out by German 

youngster Niemeier
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

HEATHER Watson’s Wim-
bledon run was ended in the 
fourth round by Centre Court 
debutant Jule Niemeier.

British number four Wat-
son enjoyed a memorable run 
to the last 16, her best show-
ing in any Grand Slam. But 
a quarter-final spot proved 
beyond the 30-year-old from 
Guernsey as German young-
ster Niemeier won 6-2, 6-4.

Beforehand the crowd 
were treated to a parade of for-
mer champions including Rod 
Laver, Billie Jean King, Bjorn 
Borg, Andy Murray and Roger 
Federer to celebrate Centre 
Court’s centenary.

Unfortunately, they then 
got to witness what has been a 
familiar sight over the last 100 

years, that of a British player 
being knocked out.

Niemeier, 22, may be un-
seeded but she beat number 
two seed Anett Kontaveit in the 
second round, and illustrated 
her quality with a stunning 
winner from the baseline as she 
chased down a Watson lob.

It was a flat first set from 
Watson, who was broken twice 
and swatted the net in frustra-
tion after missing a simple vol-
ley to bring up set point.

Home hopes were briefly 
raised when Watson confi-
dently broke for a 2-0 lead in 
the second, but she was unable 
to back it up and double-faulted 
as Niemeier hit straight back.

Two more double faults in 
her next service game spelled 
the end for Watson as Nie-
meier wrapped up victory in 
an hour and 17 minutes.

Germany’s Jule Niemeier celebrates beating Britain’s Heather Watson 
during their round of 16 women’s singles match on the seventh day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club 
in London on Sunday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
LONDON

WORLD No.2 Ons Jabeur held 
off a strong challenge from 
24th seed Elise Mertens to ad-
vance to her second straight 
Wimbledon quarter-final, de-
feating the Belgian 7-6(9), 6-4 
in the fourth round on Sunday. 

Jabeur will face the Czech 
Republic’s Marie Bouzkova 
for a spot in her first major 
semi-final. 

With World No.1 Iga 
Swiatek’s exit in the third 
round, the 27-year-old Tuni-
sian took up the torch as the 
highest-ranked player in the 
draw. A champion in Berlin 
two weeks ago, Jabeur is now 
9-0 on grass this season. She 
has not lost a set en route to 
the quarterfinals.

“Hopefully I can continue 
the streak,” Jabeur said. “I 
love playing on grass. I love 
the connection between na-
ture and me. Hopefully it can 
continue to the final.”

Mertens came into the 
fourth round having saved 
match points in the second 
round against Panna Udvardy. 

She played loose and posi-
tive tennis to oust 2018 cham-
pion Angelique Kerber in 
straight sets in the third round 
and looked primed for an upset 
over Jabeur. She won their only 
previous meeting, a straight-set 
win at the 2021 US Open.

The Tunisian earned the 
early break in the opening 
set but Mertens’ consistency 
proved a tough puzzle for 
Jabeur to solve all day. Jabeur 

led 4-2 in the first set only to 
see Mertens peg her back to 
level the set at 4-4. 

By the time the set reached 
the tiebreak, it was Mertens 
who was regularly dictating 
from the baseline. 

That steady aggression 
from the baseline earned 
Mertens a 6-3 lead in the tie-

break before Jabeur mounted 
a furious comeback. In all, 
Jabeur played four perfect 
points to save four set points. 
She closed out the 60-minute 
set on her second set point, 
winning one of the longest ral-
lies of the match - 16 shots - to 
take the tiebreak 11-9.

“She’s a great opponent, 

really,” Jabeur said. 
“It’s never easy to play her 

and I had to dig very deep in 
the tiebreak. I couldn’t imag-
ine myself playing three sets 
against her.” 

The second set played out 
similarly to the first. Again 
Jabeur earned an early break 
only for Mertens to claw it 

back and stay level with the 
World No.2. 

But serving at 4-5, Mertens 
could not dig herself out of a 
15-30 hole. 

On Jabeur’s first match 
point, Mertens hit her only 
double-fault of the day to end 
the match after 1 hour and 46 
minutes.

Jabeur edges Mertens to make 
back-to-back Wimbledon QF

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

CAMERON Norrie kept the 
British flag flying in singles at 
Wimbledon by defeating Tom-
my Paul to reach the first Grand 
Slam quarter-final of his career.

Heather Watson’s defeat 
earlier on Centre Court had 
left Norrie in the increasingly 
familiar situation of being the 
last Briton standing, and he ap-
pears more than up to the task.

The ninth seed had eased 
past another American, Steve 
Johnson, in the third round 
and he built on that with an-
other excellent performance on 
Court One, beating 30th seed 

Paul 6-4, 7-5, 6-4.
Having never previously 

been past the third round at a 
slam, Norrie is thriving on his 
first deep run and will be fa-

voured to go further, with un-
seeded Belgian David Goffin his 
opponent in the last eight.

Norrie is known for his con-
sistency and relentless athleti-

cism but his forehand was the 
key weapon here from the mo-
ment he drilled a pass down the 
line on the first point.

Paul, also looking to reach 
his first slam quarter-final, 
will probably have nightmares 
about that shot, with Norrie 
using it time and again to take 
control in rallies.

Paul was facing a fourth 
consecutive left-handed oppo-
nent and had chosen Norrie as 
his practice partner to prepare 
for the previous three, so the 
26-year-old’s game would not 
have come as a surprise.

Finding an answer, though, 
was another matter. Paul forced 
four break points in the sixth 

game but each time Norrie was 
rock solid, and that proved to 
be the American’s only chance 
to draw level in the opening set.

The second set followed a 
similar pattern until Norrie dis-
played his first signs of tension, 
failing to serve it out at 5-4.

It was Paul’s chance to re-
ally put his opponent under 
pressure but instead he played 
his worst service game of the 
match to give Norrie another 
opportunity, and this time he 
made no mistake.

With Norrie appearing in 
complete control, and another 
early break in the third was 
enough to send him through to 
the last eight in style.

Norrie reaches his first Grand Slam last eight

Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates beating Belgium’s Elise Mertens in the round of 16 women’s singles match on the seventh day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London on Sunday. Jabeur won 7-6 (9), 6-4. (AFP)

Britain’s Cameron Norrie returns the ball to US player Tommy Paul during 
their round of 16 men’s singles match at Wimbledon on Sunday. (AFP)

Girlfriend of Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie, 
Louise Jacobi (R), 
applauds him after 
winning his round of 
16 men’s singles ten-
nis match against US 
player Tommy Paul 
at Wimbledon on 
Sunday. (AFP)



STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

ROGER Federer hopes he 
can grace the Centre Court at 
Wimbledon one last time as he 
bids to return from the knee 
injury he suffered last year.

The 20-time Grand Slam 
champion has not played 
since undergoing knee sur-
gery after a straight-sets de-
feat to Hubert Hurkacz in 
the quarter-finals at SW19 
last July, having also missed 
much of the 2020 season with 
a similar injury.

But Federer, an eight-time 
Wimbledon champion, has re-
peatedly ruled out retiring and 
said last month he intends to 
make an ATP tour comeback 
in 2023.

Speaking alongside a 
swathe of former Wimbledon 
champions at a ceremony 
marking 100 years since the 
opening of Centre Court on 
Sunday, the 40-year-old said 
he hopes to extend his long 
association with the tourna-
ment when he returns.

“I’ve been lucky enough to 
play a lot of matches on this 
court, it feels awkward to be 
here today in a different type 
of role, but it’s great to be here 
with all the other champions,” 
he said.

“This court has given me 
my biggest wins, my big-
gest losses, one of my high-
lights of course was in 2001, 
walking out here with Pete 
Sampras (for a memorable 
fourth-round match), who 
inspired a lot of us to play, to 
try to be successful and rep-
resent the sport well, I hope 
I did that.

“I hope I can come back 
like you said, one more time.” 

Federer’s injury woes have 
reduced him to featuring at 
just three of the last 10 Grand 
Slams, and he revealed his re-
covery had taken longer than 
he anticipated.  

“Of course, I’ve missed be-
ing here, I would have loved to 
be here,” he added.

“I knew walking out here 
last year (after his exit) it was 
going to be a tough year ahead.  
“Maybe I didn’t think it was 
going to take me this long to 
come back, but the knee has 
been rough on me.

“But I’ve been happy, it’s 
been a good year, regardless of 
tennis.”

Cliff Richard adds to  
the grand occasion
BBC.com adds: Wimbledon 
stalwart Sir Cliff Richard 
and British singer Freya Rid-
ings performed to the crowd,  
on the first scheduled mid-
dle Sunday of the tourna-
ment, and there were guest  
appearances from a host of 
famous faces.

Martina Navratilova, 
who holds the Wimbledon 
record with nine singles ti-

tles, tweeted she was “gut-
ted” that she had to miss the 
celebration after contracting 
COVID-19.

Also present at Wimble-
don on Sunday were Covid 
heroes in the NHS and social 
care, along with refugees from 
Ukraine, Afghanistan and Syr-
ia who have settled in Merton 
and Wandsworth.

The Championships 
moved to its present site on 
Church Road in 1922, the 
same year Centre Court was 
opened.

Built in just nine months, it 
is now the sixth-largest tennis-
specific stadium in the world, 
with a capacity of 14,979.

Wimbledon tournament’s former famous winners pose for a family photo during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony, on the seventh day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Club in Wimbledon, London, Sunday. (AFP)

Federer hopes for one more Centre Court outing

LEGENDS GRACE HALLOWED TURF TO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF CENTRE COURT AT WIMBLEDON 
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Swiss tennis player Roger Federer (R) waves next to Serbia’s Novak Djokovic as they take part in the Cen-
tre Court Centenary Ceremony. Djokovic and Federer boast a total of 14 Wimbledon singles titles.

(From L) Australian retired player Rod Laver, Swedish former star Bjorn Borg and five-time winner of Wim-
bledon titles Venus Williams during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony.

Australian retired player and former world No. 1, Margaret Court, 
takes part in the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony. Legendary Court 
has 24 Grand Slam singles titles to her name.

US retired tennis player and former world No. 1, Chris Evert, walks in 
during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony. 

Australian retired tennis player and former world No. 1, John New-
combe (R) jokes with Spanish star Rafael Nadal next to British former 
world No. 1 player Angela Mortimer.

French former player and winner of the Wimbledon Tournament, 
Marion Bartoli, takes part in the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony at 
The All England Tennis Club in London. 

Bristish singer Cliff Richard performs during the Centre Court Centenary Ceremony with an A capella ver-
sion of Summer Holiday, recreating his singalong when the rain was falling during the 1996 tournament.



Groenewegen snatches 
sprint victory in stage three
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DYLAN Groenewegen 
snatched victory from Wout 
van Aert on the finish line to 
bring a dramatic end to the 
Tour de France’s three-stage 
stint in Denmark.

The caravan packs up and 
heads to France ahead of stage 
four on Tuesday, and much of 
Sunday’s 182-kilometre race 
from Vejle to Sonderborg was 
calm and controlled.

Yet a crash with just under 
10km to go that almost caught 
two-time champion Tadej 
Pogacar sparked a frantic con-
clusion.

Fabio Jakobsen, the sprint 
favourite who triumphed on 
Saturday, had another fan-
tastic lead-out from Michael 
Morkov, yet the Quick-Step 

Alpha Vinyl rider got caught in 
the pack.

Lotto Soudal’s sprint hope 
Caleb Ewan was likewise frus-
trated as Peter Sagan took his 
line, and it looked as though 
he would compete with Van 
Aert, donning the yellow jer-
sey after successive second-
place finishes.

However, Groenewegen 
caught the pair cold, with a 
last-gasp lunge just nudging 
his front wheel across the line 
ahead of Van Aert, while Sa-
gan was beaten to third by 
Jasper Philipsen.

Groenewegen has now 
won five stages at Le Tour, yet 
this one is perhaps the most 
meaningful, with the Dutch-
man having been banned for 
nine months in 2020 for caus-
ing a crash that left Jakobsen 

in a medically induced coma.
“I want to say thank you to 

my team and my family and 
friends for getting me back to 
the Tour in good shape. It’s 
beautiful,” said Groenewegen, 
who suffered a broken collar 
bone and needed facial recon-
struction as a result of that 
collision at the 2020 Tour de 
Pologne, for which he subse-
quently apologized.

“Not physically a struggle, 
but mentally it was a hard time 
of course. This for my wife and 
my son, it means a lot to me.” 

Having been pipped to the 
post by Jakobsen on Saturday, 
Team Jumbo-Visma rider Van 
Aert was frustrated by an even 
finer margin this time around, 
though can be consoled by the 
fact he retained the yellow jer-
sey and has a 17-point lead in 
the points classification.

“It’s not funny anymore,” 
Van Aert quipped. 

“To finish second three 
days in a row!” Pogacar will 
be looking to get the famous 
jersey off Van Aert later in the 
race as he hunts for his third 

straight Tour de France tri-
umph, though the Slovenian 
was fortunate that he escaped 
the late crash. His back wheel 
was clipped, but he just man-
aged to keep his balance.
Stage 3 winners 
1. Dylan Groenewegen (NED) 
Team BikeExchange - Jayco 
4:11:33 2. Wout van Aert 
(BEL) Jumbo - Visma 3. Jasper 
Philipsen (BEL) Alpecin - Dece-
uninck 4. Peter Sagan (SVK) 
TotalEnergies 5. Fabio Jakobsen 
(NED) Quick-Step - Alpha Vinyl 
Team.

DPA
SILVERSTONE

FERRARI’S Carlos Sainz con-
verted his maiden pole posi-
tion into a first career For-
mula One victory on Sunday 
at a British Grand Prix over-
shadowed by a massive early 
crash for Chinese driver Zhou 
Guanyu.

Zhou was clipped by 
the Mercedes of George Rus-
sell in a furious opening from 
the green light and his Alfa 
Romeo flipped over, skidded 
off the gravel and thumped 
into the Silverstone track’s 
protective fence.

“I’m ok, all clear,” Zhou 
tweeted, adding the protective 
“Halo saved me today.” 

He was eventually released 
from the medical centre with-
out serious injury though Wil-
liams driver Alex Albon was 
transferred to hospital after 
also suffering a high impact 
crash.

Sainz was aided by a late 
safety car and overtook team-
mate Charles Leclerc at the 
start of the final 10-lap sprint. 
He was then helped further 
by Sergio Perez’s Red Bull 
and Lewis Hamilton of Mer-
cedes having a remarkable 
fight to reach the podium be-
hind him, forcing Leclerc into 
fourth.

Standings leader Max Ver-
stappen was out of contention 
having damaged his Red Bull 
when when first, en route to 
finishing seventh.

Reigning champion Ver-
stappen leads the standings 
by 34 points from Perez going 
into Red Bull’s home race in 
Austria next week.

Sainz’s first win came in 
his 150th race and came from 
Ferrari not pitting Leclerc 
when Esteban Ocon’s broken 
Alpine caused a lap 39 safety 
car.

“I don’t know what to say,” 
the Spaniard said. “It’s amaz-
ing. It’s a very special day I will 
never forget.

“It was not easy, I strug-
gled a lot with the balance on 

the first stint. All of a sudden 
the safety car gave us a chance 
to get back in it and we did it.” 

A brilliant re-start on fresh 
rubber let him cruise to vic-
tory while Leclerc lost out to 
Perez - who superbly recov-
ered from early damage - and 
then Hamilton, who himself 
had led for a while due to a 
late pit stop.

It was a great comeback, 
we never gave up and kept 
pushing,” said Perez. “We 

kept trying. It was some epic 
final laps.” Hamilton, whose 
Mercedes suffered less from 
bouncing than previously un-
der modified rules, admitted: 
“We lost a bit of time in the pit 
stops, and then I was chasing 
and chasing, but the pace was 
good.

“We are going to continue 
to push, try and give it every-
thing we can.” 

After qualifying in the wet, 
drivers had free tyre choice 

and Verstappen, on softs, eas-
ily raced clear of maiden pole-
sitter Sainz on mediums from 
the start.

But after a break of nearly 
an hour following the Zhou’s 
crash, which ended the race of 
home hope Russell, there was 
a restart using the initial grid.

Sainz held off Verstappen 

in another frantic open but 
a mistake conceded the lead 
on lap 12 only for Verstappen 
to limp into the pits two laps 
later.

Leclerc complained about 
Sainz’s lack of pace regularly 
and after pit stops on laps 
20 and 24, was eventually 
swapped with his team-mate 

only to be undone later. He 
missed a great chance to re-
ignite his title hopes.

Fernando Alonso (Alpine) 
and Lando Norris (McLaren) 
were fifth and sixth while 
Germany’s Mick Schumacher 
(Haas) took his first career 
points in eighth, ahead of 
compatriot and 35th birthday-

boy Sebastian Vettel (Aston 
Martin) in ninth. Kevin Mag-
nussen of Haas was 10th.

Lance Stroll (Aston Mar-
tin), Nicholas Latifi (Williams) 
and Yuki Tsunoda (Alpha 
Tauri) finished outside the 
points while Pierre Gasly (Al-
pha Tauri) and Valtteri Bottas 
(Alfa Romeo) both retired.

Sainz claims maiden win at British 
F1 GP, Zhou survives huge crash

Hamilton hails Mercedes 
upgrade after another  
Silverstone podium
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LEWIS Hamilton snatched 
third place at the British 
Grand Prix and hailed his 
Mercedes team for making an-
other positive stride after their 
difficult start to the Formula 
One season.

The seven-time world 
champion has secured back-
to-back podium finishes for 
the first time this season, 
with Mercedes utilizing up-
grade packages to alleviate 
the issues they encountered 
in the first chunk of the cam-
paign.

While they remain off the 
pace of the title-fighting Red 
Bulls and Ferraris, Hamilton 
believes the performance at 
Silverstone was another sig-
nificant step in the team’s 
recovery.

“I gave it everything today, 
trying to chase down those 
Ferraris. Congratulations to 
Carlos, they were too quick for 
us today,” he said.

“In the end, I was in 
amongst that battle with 
Checo [Sergio Perez], those 
guys were just too quick on the 
straights for me today.

“I’m so grateful for the 
hard work all the team did to 
make an upgrade here, we got 
a step closer to them, so we 
need to keep pushing.” 

Hamilton, who was con-
gratulated after the race by 
Hollywood star Tom Cruise, 
said: “We lost a bit of time in 
the pit stop, then I was chas-
ing and chasing and chasing, 
but the pace was great on both 
sets of tyres. 

“At the end, it was a lit-

tle bit difficult; once you get a 
Red Bull behind you, they are 
so fast on the straights.  

“We’ve got some improve-
ments to make, but this is a 
huge bonus for to be on the 
podium.” 

Hamilton paid tribute to 
the home fans at Silverstone 
following what has been a re-
cord-breaking attendance for 
the British Grand Prix, with 
over 400,000 attending across 
the four days.

“I have to give it up for this 
crowd, we’ve had the biggest 
show in history for an event 
in the UK, so I really have to 
say thank you to everyone for 
incredible support,” he added.

“We don’t see this any-
where else around the world, 
this is literally the greatest 
group we get to see.”

TOUR DE FRANCE IN DENMARK 

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr waves a Spanish flag after 
winning the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor 
racing circuit in Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Race winner Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr celebrates after the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in 
Silverstone, England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Alfa Romeo’s Chinese driver Zhou Guanyu skids across the track after a 
collision at the start of the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silver-
stone motor racing circuit in Silverstone in England on Sunday. (AFP)

Results of the British Grand Prix, the 10th leg of the 22-race Formula One 
world championship, at Silverstone on Sunday:
1. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP/Ferrari) 1hr 21min 20.440sec, 2. Sergio Perez (MEX/
Red Bull) at 3.779, 3. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 6.225, 4. Charles 
Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 8.546, 5. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 
9.571, 6. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes) 11.943, 7. Max Verstappen 
(NED/Red Bull) 18.777, 8. Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 18.995, 9. 
Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 22.356, 10. Kevin Magnussen 
(DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 24.590, 11. Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 
26.147, 12. Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) 32.511, 13. Daniel 
Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes) 32.817, 14. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/

AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 40.910
Fastest lap: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)
Retirements: George Russell (GBR/Mercedes), Alex Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes), Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo), Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa 
Romeo), Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull), Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-
Renault)

World championship standings
Drivers
1. Max Verstappen (NED) 181 pts, 2. Sergio Perez (MEX) 147, 3. Charles 
Leclerc (MON) 138, 4. Carlos Sainz Jr (ESP) 127, 5. George Russell (GBR) 

111, 6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 93, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 58, 8. Valtteri Bottas 
(FIN) 46, 9. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 39, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 28, 11. Pierre 
Gasly (FRA) 16, 12. Kevin Magnussen (DEN) 16, 13. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 
15, 14. Sebastian Vettel (GER) 15, 15. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 16. Zhou 
Guanyu (CHN) 5, 17. Mick Schumacher (GER) 4, 18. Alexander Albon (THA) 
3, 19. Lance Stroll (CAN) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. Nico Hulkenberg 
(GER) 0
Constructors
1. Red Bull 328 pts, 2. Ferrari 265, 3. Mercedes 204, 4. McLaren-Mercedes 
73, 5. Alpine-Renault 67, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 8. 
Haas-Ferrari 20, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 18, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Dutch rider Dylan Groenewegen cel-
ebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 3rd stage of the 109th 
edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and 
Sonderborg in Denmark on Sunday. (AFP)

Team Bikeexchange-Jayco team’s Dutch rider Dylan Groenewegen celebrates on the podium after the 3rd 
stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 182 km between Vejle and Sonderborg in 
Denmark on Sunday. (AFP)

Third-placed Mercedes’ British 
driver Lewis Hamilton waves to 
the fans from the winners’ podi-
um after the Formula One British 
Grand Prix at the Silverstone mo-
tor racing circuit in Silverstone, 
England, on Sunday. (AFP)
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AN unbeaten 50-run stand 
between Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Rishabh Pant put India in 
a commanding position at the 
end of day three after Jonny 
Bairstow’s brilliant hundred 
on Sunday.

After a circumspect start 
last evening, Jonny Bairstow 
was back at his obliterating best 
in the morning session of day 
three. Right off the bat, he took 
the attack to the Indian bowlers, 
putting them on the backfoot. It 
wasn’t long before he brought 
up his half-century and he was 
galloping towards a three-figure 
score at the rate of knots. 

Bairstow also overtook 
Australian Usman Khawaja to 
become the leading run-scorer 
in 2022, with over 850 runs. 
His intent gave a real impetus 
to the England innings. For 
the most part, Bairstow looked 
unstoppable with only rain 

forcing him from scoring as an 
early lunch was taken. 

A slight delay after the lunch 
break due to a wet outfield, but 
when play resumed, Bairstow 
raced to his fifth Test century in 
2022 – the most in this calen-
dar year in men’s Tests.

Like Bairstow, skipper Ben 
Stokes also walked out with 
an aggressive mindset. But his 
intention to take on the bowl-
ing also created some oppor-
tunities for the bowlers. He 
was first dropped by Shardul 

Thakur, when he shimmied 
down the track against Shami, 
only to miscue his shot badly. 

Later, India captain, Jas-
prit Bumrah put down a sitter 
at mid-off as Stokes attempted 
an aggressive shot against 
Thakur. 

Off the very next delivery, 
Stokes was finally dismissed 
for 25 as Bumrah took a blind-
er, with Thakur having the last 
laugh. 

After a few overs of Bum-
rah bowling from one end, and 

Thakur from another, the In-
dia captain brought Ravindra 
Jadeja’s spin into the action as 
the visitors kept their search 
for a wicket on. 

Shortly after, Mohammad 
Shami was handed the ball for 
the first time in the afternoon 
session, and he did not disap-
point. 

On his first ball, he deliv-
ered an outside-off full-length 
delivery, tempting centurion 
Bairstow to drive on, only to 
edge it into the hands of Virat 

Kohli at first slip. Shami on 
his hunt for a wicket caught 
the biggest fish of the innings, 
bringing in some much-need-
ed joy in the India camp. 

The England batter, on his 
way back, received a standing 
ovation from the Edgbaston 
crowd for his innings of grit 
– a 140-ball 106 (14 fours and 
two sixes).

Bairstow’s wicket sparked 
England’s collapse courtesy of 
Mohammed Siraj. 

From 241/7, England 
were bowled out for 284, 
with a first-innings deficit of 
132 runs. Siraj first had Stu-
art Broad caught behind by 
Rishabh Pant for 1, then he 
had Sam Billings bowled for 
36 before wrapping up the 
England innings with Matty 
Potts’ wicket, who was caught 
by Shreyas Iyer at second slip. 

After the innings break, In-
dia openers Shubman Gill and 
Cheteshwar Pujara walked out 

to bat while England handed 
the new ball to veteran pace 
ace James Anderson. 

Gill, for a second time in 
the match, fell prey to Ander-
son, caught at the second slip 
by Zak Crawley. India 4/1 in 
0.3 overs. After an early hic-
cup, Pujara and Vihari took 
India to tea at 37/1.

Vihari departed soon after 
the tea break and Virat Kohli’s 
stay at the crease did not last for 
long either – a fasntastic deliv-
ery from Stokes bringing about 
his downfall as Root lapped up 
a sharp catch at first slip.

Pujara was his usual pa-
tient self and despite surviv-
ing a couple of close calls and 
a nasty blow to his fingers, 
brought up his 33rd Test fifty. 

His partner Rishabh Pant 
continued in the same aggres-
sive fashion he employed in 
the first innings and together 
the duo helped India’s lead 
past 250.

Pujara, Pant help India consolidate 
lead after Bairstow masterclass
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NICK Kyrgios labelled Stefanos 
Tsitsipas “soft” and defended 
his on-court antics after the 
Greek called him a “bully” in 
the aftermath of their ill-tem-
pered Wimbledon clash.

Kyrgios recovered from one 
set down to post an impressive 
6-7 (2-7) 6-4 6-3 7-6 (9-7) win 
over the fourth seed, setting 
up a last-16 tie with Brandon 
Nakashima with a scintillating 
performance on No. 1 Court.

But the contest was not 
without controversy, with Kyr-
gios frustrating Tsitsipas by 
calling for him to be default-
ed after the Greek narrowly 
missed a spectator when firing 
a ball into the crowd at the end 
of the second set.

The Australian then la-
belled the umpire a “disgrace” 
during an extraordinary out-
burst, and his antics seemed to 
get under the skin of Tsitsipas, 
who was deducted a point for 
sending another ball towards 
the spectators before appear-
ing to hit a couple of shots di-
rectly at Kyrgios.

While Kyrgios praised 
his opponent - with whom he 
played doubles at Wimbledon 
three years ago, as “a hell of a 
player” in his post-match in-
terview, neither player was in 
the mood for niceties in their 

respective news conferences.
First up was Tsitsipas, who 

accused Kyrgios of “constant 
bullying”.

“That’s what he does,” the 
world number five said of his 
rival. “He bullies the oppo-
nents. He was probably a bully 
at school himself.

“I don’t like bullies. I don’t 
like people that put other peo-
ple down.

“He has some good traits 
in his character, as well. But he 
also has a very evil side to him, 
which, if it’s exposed, it can real-
ly do a lot of harm and bad to the 
people around him.” Kyrgios, 

who has now claimed four wins 
in five career meetings with Tsit-
sipas, responded to that criti-
cism shortly thereafter, alleging 
the Greek was not popular in 
the locker room and saying his 
inability to handle such matches 
would hold him back.

“He’s that soft, to come in 

here and say I bullied him? 
That’s just soft,” Kyrgios said.  
“We’re not cut from the same 
cloth. If he’s affected by that to-
day, then that’s what’s holding 
him back, because someone 
can just do that and that’s go-
ing to throw him off his game 
like that. I just think it’s soft.

“I don’t know what to say. 
I’m not sure how I bullied him.

“He was the one hitting balls 
at me, he was the one that hit a 
spectator, he was the one that 
smacked it out of the stadium.

“I didn’t do anything. I 
was actually like. apart from 
me just going back and forth 
to the umpire for a bit, I did 
nothing towards Stefanos to-
day that was disrespectful, I 
don’t think. I was not drilling 
him with balls.

“I feel great, the circus was 
all him today. I think if he’s 
making that match about me, 
he’s got some serious issues, 
I’m good in the locker room, 
I’ve got many friends, I’m ac-
tually one of the most liked 
[players]. I’m set.

“He’s not liked, let’s just 
put that there. I’m good, I feel 
good.” 

Kyrgios is just one win 
away from matching his best 
run at Wimbledon, having 
reached the quarter-finals in 
2014 with a win over Rafael 
Nadal before being beaten by 
Milos Raonic.

Kyrgios hits out at ‘soft’ Tsitsipas 
after being labelled a ‘bully’

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios (R) looks at the umpire talking with an official of the tournament during his men’s 
singles match against Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships 
at The All England Club in London on Saturday. (AFP)
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FABIO Carvalho revealed he 
was itching to sign for Liv-
erpool upon learning he had 
caught their eye.

The 19-year-old has now 
officially completed his move 
to the Reds from Fulham, hav-
ing been unable to make the 
switch at the end of the Janu-
ary transfer window as a med-
ical and formal paperwork 
could not be concluded.

But the Portuguese wing-
er, who scored 10 goals in 36 
matches last season to help the 
Cottagers seal an immediate 
return to the Premier League, 
was in no doubt where he 
would end up this summer.

“It’s just an amazing feel-
ing to be here at one of the big-
gest clubs in the world, if not 
the biggest. So, I’m just happy 
to be here and I can’t wait to 

get started,” he told the Liver-
pool homepage.

“Once you hear that Liv-
erpool are interested, there’s 
only one thought in your 
mind, which is to join them 
and try to be in and around the 
team. Hopefully I can achieve 
big things.

“I spoke with everyone, 
and the manager, and it just 
felt so natural.

When things become natu-
ral it’s just so much easier to 
make a decision.” 

He added: “I don’t think 
you really need any persuasion 
to become a Liverpool player 
because of how big the club is.” 

Carvalho, born in Lisbon 
before moving with his family 
to England in his youth, will 
wear the number 28 shirt for 
Juergen Klopp’s side and was 
speaking at his unveiling on 
Sunday ahead of the first day 
of pre-season on Monday.

Liverpool new boy  
Carvalho ‘didn’t need any 
persuading’ to join Reds
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England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates after reaching his century on Day 3 of the fifth cricket Test against India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, 
central England, on Sunday. Bairstow made 106 before the hosts were bowled out for 284 in reply to India’s first innings total of 416. India lead 
the five-match series 2-1 which was stopped last year due to COVID. (AFP)

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara celebrates his fifty on Day 3 of the fifth 
cricket Test against India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central Eng-
land, on Sunday. (AFP)

India 1st Innings 416 (R Pant 146, R Jadeja 104; J 
Anderson 5-60)
England 1st Innings (overnight: 84-5)
A. Lees b Bumrah  6
Z. Crawley c Gill b Bumrah  9
O. Pope c Iyer b Bumrah  10
J. Root c Pant b Siraj  31
J. Bairstow c Kohli b Shami  106
J. Leach c Pant b Shami  0
B. Stokes c Bumrah b Thakur  25
S. Billings b Siraj  36
S. Broad c Pant b Siraj  1
M. Potts c Iyer b Siraj  19

J. Anderson not out  6
Extras: (b16, lb5, nb13, w1)  35
Total: (All out, 61.3 overs, 320 mins)  284
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Lees), 2-27 (Crawley), 3-44 
(Pope), 4-78 (Root), 5-83 (Leach), 6-149 (Stokes), 
7-241 (Bairstow), 8-248 (Broad), 9-267 (Billings), 
10-284 (Potts).
Bowling: Bumrah 19-3-68-3 (6nb); Shami 22-4-78-2 
(1w); Siraj 11.3-2-66-4; Thakur 7-0-48-1 (7nb); Jadeja 
2-0-3-0.
India 2nd Innings
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  4
C. Pujara not out  50

H. Vihari c Bairstow b Broad  11
V. Kohli c Root b Stokes  20
R. Pant not out  30
Extras: (lb7, nb2, w1)  10
Total: (For 3 wkts, 45 overs, 230 mins)  125
To bat: S Iyer, R Jadeja, S Thakur, Mohammed Shami, J 
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Gill), 2-43 (Vihari), 3-75 (Kohli)
Bowling: Anderson 14-5-26-1; Broad 12-1-38-1 (1nb); 
Potts 8-2-20-0; Leach 1-0-5-0; Stokes 7-0-22-1 (1nb), 
Root 3-1-7-0; Toss: England.
Match position: India lead by 257 runs with seven 
second-innings wickets standing.

Scoreboard

We waited  
for English 
batsmen  
to make  

mistakes: Siraj
ANI

BIRMINGHAM

PACER Mohammed Siraj said 
that India bowlers had to stay 
patient and wait for English 
batters to make mistakes while 
bowling against them.

Day 3 of the ongoing fifth 
and final Test between India 
and England belonged com-
pletely to the Indian pacers, 
who bundled out England for 
284 in the second innings after 
Indian batters posted 416 in the 
first innings. Siraj (4/66) and 
Jasprit Bumrah (3/68) lead the 
bowling attack from the front. 

“With the form Bairstow is 
in, we had to be patient, focus 
on basics and wait for them 
(England batters) to make 
mistakes. We planned simple, 
stayed patient and kept belief 
in our abilities,” said Siraj in a 
press conference after the end 
of the day’s play.

The pacer said that In-
dia has been doing well in the 
match since Day one and it is 
really good that they have made 
pressure on the hosts, who are 
trailing in the series by 2-1. 

Siraj said that the plan of 
bowlers was to hit one area 
consistently. “The ball is some-
times keeping low,” he added.

The pacer lauded Chetesh-
war Pujara for his steely unbeat-
en fifty, calling him a ‘warrior’.

“He did it in Australia. 
He is someone who raises his 
hands and contributes. It is 
good for the team,” he added.

The pacer lauded India’s 
stand-in captain Jasprit Bum-
rah, expressing how support-
ive the senior pacer is as a cap-
tain and as a senior player.

India’s Mohammed Siraj (R) 
celebrates with teammates after 
taking the wicket of England’s 
Sam Billings at Edgbaston on 
Sunday. (AFP)



QNA
DOHA

UNDER the patronage of the 
Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani on Sunday attended the 
10th anniversary celebration 
of the National Program for 
Conservation and Energy Ef-
ficiency (Tarsheed). The event 
held under the slogan ‘Towards 
Sustainability and Energy Effi-
ciency’, was organised by Qatar 
General Electricity and Water 
Corporation (Kahramaa) at the 
Sheraton Doha Hotel. 

The ceremony was attend-
ed by a number of ministers, 
members of the diplomatic 
corps accredited to Qatar, 
and senior officials from vari-
ous sectors. 

The Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior honoured 
the companies and winners of 
the first places in the 10th Tar-
sheed competitions. He had 
toured the exhibition accom-
panying the celebration, where 
he was briefed on the winning 

projects, paintings and short 
stories participating in Tar-

sheed various competitions, in 
addition to the Tarsheed Pro-

ject 2022 pavilion. 
During the ceremony, a 

short film entitled ‘Towards 
Sustainability and Energy Ef-

ficiency to Keep Qatar Vibrant’ 
was shown on the achieve-

ments of ‘Tarsheed’ during the 
last 10 years.
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Lulu Hypermarket hosts International Plastic
Bag-Free Day campaign by Doha Municipality

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE region’s leading retailer 
Lulu Hypermarket’s D-Ring 
Road branch hosted an aware-
ness campaign organised by 
Doha Municipality to mark 
the ‘International Plastic Bag-
free Day’.  

The event aimed to educate 
people about the new regula-
tions on the use of plastic bags. 
Recently, the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality has issued a decision 
to ban single-use plastic bags in 
Qatar from November 15, 2022 
and announced the controls to 
be enforced for the use of plastic 
bags. The regulations prohibit 
institutions, companies and 
shopping centres from using 
single-use plastic bags.

The ministry encourages 
the use of environmentally 
friendly alternatives such as 
multi-use plastic bags, bio-
degradable bags, bags made 
of paper or woven cloth and 
other biodegradable materials 
with a view to achieve strategic 
objectives of Qatar in conserv-
ing the environment and recy-
cling waste.

The event was attended by 
senior officials from the min-
istry, including Ali Al-Qahtani, 
head of Inspection Unit in Food 
Control Section, and Dr As-
maa Abu-Baker and  Dr Heba 
Abdul-Hakim from the Food 
Control Section.  Several other 
dignitaries, including Dr Mo-
hamed Althaf, director of Lulu 
Group International, were also 
attended the programme.

Ali Al-Qahtani said the 
event was held following the 
decision of Doha Municipality 
to hold activities at shopping 
malls for two days – Sunday 
and Monday -- to educate peo-
ple about the use of plastic bags 
according to the Ministerial De-
cision No. 143 of 2022. “Initial-
ly, in this week, the awareness 
activities are being held at two 
commercial outlets - Lulu Hy-
permarket and Carrefour,” said 
Al Qahtani.

In line with the campaign, 
Lulu Group distributed free 

reusable bags to people and set 
up a booth where eco-friendly 
products were displayed.  The 
store was decorated with the 
cutout of a tree bearing re-
usable bags on its branches. 
They have also organized a 
quiz programme for kids with 
attractive gifts, aiming at rais-
ing awareness among them of 
the risks that plastic causes to 
the environment.

Various sustainability ini-
tiatives have been brought into 
practice by Lulu Group for the 
last two decades.  Lulu Group 
is deeply committed to imple-
menting sustainable best prac-
tices to protect the environment 
and contribute to reducing car-
bon emissions and food waste 
in alignment with the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030. 

The recipient of the Sustain-
ability Award 2019 at the Qatar 
Sustainability Summit, LuLu 
Group has highlighted its ef-
forts to promote environment-

friendly practices in its opera-
tions and 18 stores in Qatar.  

They have introduced the 
reusable bags at all the outlets, 
reducing the fresh plastic in the 
system.  Reverse vending ma-
chines have been installed at 
multiple outlets to encourage 
and educate customers on seg-
regation and recycling of plastic 
bottles and cans.  

Various other measures to 
reduce the amount of plastic in 
packaging were introduced, in-
cluding refilling stations, Kraft 
paper bags and biodegradable 
packaging made of sugarcane 
pulp.  With a view to eliminate 
the waste in its operations, 
they have implemented vari-
ous innovative methods such 
as controlled production and 
controlled ordering of raw ma-
terials, etc. 

Food waste digesters are 
also being used to efficiently 
manage the food waste gen-
erated in the operation. An 

innovative food waste solu-
tion named ORCA which re-
cycles food waste by breaking 
it down into water, carbs, fats 
and proteins which are then 
captured or repurposed. This 
is currently being trialed at 
Lulu’s Bin Mahmoud store. 
Three compartment bins are 
implemented in all general ar-
eas to encourage customers in 
waste segregation.

Lulu Hypermarket in Qatar 
has become one of the first re-
tailers in MENA to achieve sus-
tainable operations certification 
under the Global Sustainabil-
ity Assessment System (GSAS) 
from the Gulf Organisation 
for Research & Development 
(GORD). They have installed 
Building Management System 
for buildings to efficiently man-
age the assets associated with 
the building ventilation and 
lighting. Besides, they have in-
stalled Cloud Energy Optimiza-
tion System to efficiently man-
age and optimize the energy 
used during the operations.  

Use of LED are being en-
couraged for their upcoming 
projects, and existing projects 
are being gradually shifted to 
LED from conventional lights.  
Light control systems assisted 
with motion sensors are be-
ing considered to optimize the 
use of energy, especially in the 
warehouse operations. They 
have also introduced the energy 
efficient chillers in its opera-
tions, that optimize the use of 
energy and increasing the cool-
ing efficiency.

Ashghal completes 11-km long 
drainage network in Al Kheesa 
and Rawdat Al Hamama areas
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has announced the 
completion of works on an 
11-kilometre-long foul sewer 
network in Al Kheesa and 
Rawdat Al Hamama areas by 
implementing 30-metre-deep 
lines to accommodate flows 
connecting adjacent networks 
in Wadi Al-Banat, Al Ebb and 
Lusail Areas. This newly con-
structed network is part of 
foul sewer infrastructure de-
velopment works in North of 
Doha areas.

Upgrading works within 
the project included install-
ing foul sewer lines stretching 
from Zekreet Street to Meri-
geel Street via Street 999, to 
collect foul flows, facilitate 
their discharge and provide 
well-developed sewer connec-
tions to replace the traditional 
septic tanks. 

Engineer Abdulla Al Nu-
aimi, project manager in the 
Roads Projects Department, 
said: “Completed works with-
in the project serves several 
areas witnessing a significant 
urban growth as it collects 
the sewage of other existing 
projects in the area. It will 
also improve the quality of 
life as well as the health and 
environmental conditions in 
the area.”

On the scope of works, Eng 
Nuaimi explained that it con-
tained a total of 11 kilometres 
of foul sewer network lines 
that involved 6.5 kilometres 
of micro tunnelling works and 
4.5 kilometres of shallow foul 
sewer lines, in addition to 154 
square metres of interlock in-
stallation works.

Eng Nuaimi also pointed 
out that the project comes as 
part of Ashghal’s commitment 
to solve sewerage-related is-
sues in these areas by provid-
ing a deep sewer line executed 
via micro tunnelling technique 
to transfer flows to the main 

treatment plant in the area 
through the existing main 
trunk line. This line was in-
stalled at a depth ranging from 
15 to 30 metres. 

The project engineer also 
explained the challenges faced 
by the project, among which 
was the high level of ground 
water which required using 
pumps to drain water per-
manently after conducting a 

study to find the best solu-
tions to drain this water before 
starting construction works. 
In addition to that, imple-
menting 30-metre-deep exca-
vation manholes work for the 
foul sewer network required 
raising security measures by 
increasing safety audits and 
employing safety tools to en-
sure workers’ security in deep 
excavation works as well as in-
creasing the number of work-
ers and machines to accelerate 
the progress of works. 

Micro tunnelling tech-
nique was also employed as 
part of the works which is a 
machine that is not visible to 
the public to attenuate con-
struction secondary effects on 
the residents and ensure fast 
and precise implementation.

Prime minister attends Tarsheed 10th anniversary

Tarsheed enhances electricity 
efficiency & water utilisation
HE highlighted the accomplishments 
of the Tarsheed’s second phase that 
extended between 2018-2022, noting 
that it was characterised by increasing 
the efficiency of electricity and water 
utilisation, optimising and diversifying 
energy resources, and working on the 
development of rationalised commu-
nities and smart cities, in addition to 
combatting climate change.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of all 
those in charge of the programme as 
well as those working on it, the level 

of efficiency of devices and equipment 
in the Qatari market has been raised, 
he said, pointing out the work that has 
been done to reduce harmful carbon 
emissions, combat climate change, 
optimise the efficiency of electricity 
and water utilisation and encourage 
the utilisation of new energy-saving 
technologies, in addition to applying 
the conservation law and regulations 
to reduce consumption and raise the 
efficiency of electricity and water use, 
as well as spreading awareness among 
the community in regard to the field of 
conservation and energy efficiency.

The works contained a total 
of 11km of foul sewer net-
work lines that involved 
6.5km of micro tunnelling 
works and 4.5km of shallow 
foul sewer lines, in addition 
to 154 square metres of 
interlock installation works
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