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CRISTIANO Ronaldo is poised 
to become the biggest news 
of the transfer window, with 
reports stating he is keen on 
leaving Manchester United to 
continue playing in the Cham-
pions League.

The Portuguese superstar 
has played in Europe’s elite 
competition for 19 consecu-
tive seasons since first moving 
to United from Sporting CP in 
2003 and stands as the high-
est-ever scorer in the tourna-
ment with 140 goals. However, 
United’s sixth-placed finish in 
the Premier League last season 
means that Erik ten Hag takes 
over a side who are set for Eu-
ropa League football – and it 
is now reported that Ronaldo is 
pushing for an exit.

If he does get his wish, 
there are only a few likely 
destinations for the 37-year-
old and Stats Perform has as-
sessed some of them.

Napoli A return to Serie A 
has been touted for Ronaldo, 
with The Athletic naming Napo-
li as potential suitors - they have 
a void in their team following 
the exit of Lorenzo Insigne.

In Ronaldo’s three years in 
Italy with Juventus, no player 
scored more Serie A goals than 
his tally of 81 and, despite 
spending the past year with 
Manchester United, only Ciro 
Immobile has scored more Se-
rie A goals since 2018.

Napoli, having finished 
third in Serie A last year and 
nine points ahead of Juventus, 
would match Ronaldo’s desire 
to play Champions League foot-

ball – although the club’s financ-
es and Ronaldo’s wage demands 
may prove to be restrictive.

Chelsea Fresh from Todd 
Boehly’s takeover, Chelsea 
are looking to rejuvenate the 
squad and finances do not ap-
pear to be a problem, given 
they have allowed Romelu 
Lukaku to return to Inter on 
loan just a year after spending 
a club-record £97.5million on 
the Belgium forward.

Interestingly enough, it 
has been reported that Ron-
aldo’s agent, Jorge Mendes, 
has already met with the new 
Chelsea owner this summer 
and the Blues are in need of 
a striker having lost Lukaku, 
with Timo Werner performing 
better from a deeper role.

Whether Ronaldo would ac-
cept a move to a Premier League 
rival, given his status at Old 
Trafford, is the biggest question 
regarding any hopes the Blues 
may have in signing the vet-
eran forward and, if he is keen, 
United would likely demand a 
significant return on the invest-
ment they paid last year.

Chelsea also have interest 
in Raheem Sterling and Leeds 
United attacker Raphinha, but 
Ronaldo would be a statement 
of intent for the new owner.

Sporting CP With a United 
homecoming already under 
his belt, could Sporting secure 
a sensational return of their 
own and bring Ronaldo back 
to where it all began? It’s cer-
tainly not beyond the realm of 
possibility.

Second in Primeira Liga 

last season, Sporting have the 
Champions League football 
that Ronaldo craves and he is 
already a great at the club - 
though his success has come 

in his years since he left his 
home country in 2003.

Ronaldo had just a single 
season in the senior squad with 
Sporting before he moved to 
United, so he may feel he has 
unfinished business - and it is a 
side that can definitely com-
pete, having ended a 20-year 
barren spell without a league 
title in the 2020-21 season.

Bayern Munich Ronaldo has 
shone in three of Europe’s top-
five leagues, the Premier League, 
La Liga and Serie A, with only 
the Bundesliga and Ligue 1 left 
standing - and Bayern have 
been touted as potential suitors, 
though Paris Saint-Germain are 
not said to be interest (sorry, no 
link up with Lionel Messi just 
yet, sports fans).

With Robert Lewandows-
ki’s future at the Allianz Arena 
continuing to be shrouded in 
speculation, it may fall into 
place for the Poland interna-
tional to get what he wants, 
a move to Barcelona, and for 
Bayern to land Ronaldo as his 
replacement.

In the past five years, no 
player has scored more league 
goals than Lewandowski 
(193) but Ronaldo, along with 
the addition of Sadio Mane, 
should be able to fill any goal-
scoring void that would be left 
in the event of a departure.

Real Madrid Another pos-
sible return destination... 
could Ronaldo wind back up 
in the Spanish capital? The 
Champions League winners 
are hardly in need of anoth-
er superstar forward, given 

the incredible form of Karim 
Benzema, but bringing Ron-
aldo back to the club where he 
scored 450 goals would surely 
appeal to president Florentino 
Perez?  Madrid missed out on 
Kylian Mbappe, much to their 
frustration, and having Ron-
aldo in their side would plug a 
gap, so to speak, until the PSG 
forward is further into the new, 
three-year contract he signed 
with the French club in May.

MLS Champions League 
football has been documented 
as the reason for Ronaldo’s de-
sire to leave but, if such offers are 
not forthcoming, could a move 
to MLS be on the cards?  Finan-
cial rules and designated player 
spots would make a switch com-
plicated, with there only being 
a handful of teams likely to be 
able to make a move possible - 
likely to be those in Los Angeles, 
Miami and New York.

With the 2026 World Cup 
taking place in North Ameri-
ca, bringing Ronaldo to MLS 
would raise the profile of the 
league further – and would 
undoubtedly be the biggest ac-
quisition for the league since 
David Beckham’s move to LA 
Galaxy in 2007.

That move marked the 
start of a new era of soccer in 
the US and has evolved consid-
erably since, though Ronaldo’s 
arrival would send things to a 
completely new level. 

It has been reported that 
United do not wish to sell Ron-
aldo, but with his contract be-
ing up next year, could a switch 
to North America be likely?

CR7’S TRANSFER OPTIONS: Napoli,  
Chelsea, Real Madrid, Bayern, MLS? 

Cristiano Ronaldo.
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Coco Gauff failed to make the fourth round for the first time at Wimbledon after she went down to fellow American Amanda Anisimova on 
Centre Court. French Open runner-up Gauff rose to prominence by making the last 16 at the All England Club in 2019 at the age of 15 with 
a run that included a victory over Venus Williams. Gauff also made the fourth round last year but could not handle the level of 20th seed 
Anisimova, who clinched a 6-7 (4-7), 6-2, 6-1 win. This meeting between the Americans was a repeat of the 2017 US Open junior final, 
which Anisimova won, but it was Gauff who won a close opening set here. Gauff edged the tie-breaker but had little answer to the world 
number 25 who claimed success with a fine backhand winner. It has put Anisimova, who made the semi-finals at Roland Garros in 2019, 
through to the fourth round at Wimbledon for the first time.The 20-year-old was full of emotion as she lay down on the grass at the conclu-
sion of two hours and seven minutes of tennis. Anisimova was able to compose herself for an on-court interview where she admitted: “It 
is the most special day of my career. “It is just a huge privilege to play on this court, I was so excited and to play Coco, an amazing player. 
“Before I was just trying to prepare myself to take it in, win or lose, so to win is so special.” Next up for Anisimova is Harmony Tan after 
she breezed to victory inside an hour against Britain’s Katie Boulter. (STATS Perform/DPA)

GAUFF’S CHALLENGE ENDED BY ANISIMOVA IN ALL-AMERICAN CLASH

QATAR’S SAAD AL SAAD EXCELS 
AT FEI YOUTH EQUESTRIAN 

GAMES IN GERMANY

Qatar’s Saad Ahmed Al Saad excelled at the FEI Youth Equestrian 
Games at Aachen 2022 in Germany on Saturday finishing a remarkable 
fourth riding 10-year-old chestnut mare DSP Cessy. In the showjumping 
competition with jump-off of heights 115-130cm, Al Saad clocked 78.13 
secs being flawless in the first round and a flawless 32.83secs in the 
jump-off. Al Saad was error-free in both the rounds and was honoured 
for being among the top eight riders at the prestigious youth event. 
Thomas Van Ruckevorsel of South Africa topped the competition astride 
Lucy 781 with a time of 31.69secs in the jump-off. Jad Guerraoui of 
Morocco on Lady Anegeles was second (31.83) and Mimi Gochman of 
USA on Merino Van De Achterhoek, third (32.56). Riders from over 30 
countries participated in the event. (TNN)
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IGA Swiatek’s 37-match win-
ning streak came to an end 
on Wimbledon’s Court One 
as wily Frenchwoman Alize 
Cornet pulled off a sensational 
third-round victory.

Top seed and world num-
ber one Swiatek had not lost 
since February, when she was 
beaten by Jelena Ostapenko in 
Dubai, reeling off six succes-
sive tournament wins, includ-
ing her second French Open 
title.

It was the longest winning 
streak in women’s singles in 
the 21st century, and now it is 
over.

The 21-year-old Polish 
player had not looked com-
fortable on grass in her open-
ing two rounds at Wimbledon, 
and she was outsmarted on 
Saturday by the experienced 
Cornet, losing 6-4, 6-2 in an 
hour and 32 minutes.

At the age of 32, Cornet is 
playing a record-tying 62nd 
consecutive Grand Slam, 
matching Ai Sugiyama’s re-
cord. She is also enjoying her 
best year at the majors, reach-

ing a slam quarter-final for the 
first time in Australia before 
getting to the third round at 
Roland Garros.

Crucially, Cornet already 
had a famous Wimbledon 

scalp behind her coming into 
this match. Eight years ago, on 
the equivalent first Saturday of 
the championships and on the 
same court, Cornet defeated 
Serena Williams.

On this occasion, Cornet 
swept to a swift double break 
against the former Wimbledon 
girls’ champion, opening a 3-0 
lead. Swiatek got back into the 
opening set by recovering one 

break, but she could not draw 
level.

Swiatek then had a chance 
to break in the second game of 
the second set, and a 2-0 lead 
was hers when Cornet went 
long with a forehand.

Yet the lead was immedi-
ately squandered, a dazzling 
stop volley from Cornet saving 
game point before a looping 
backhand winner brought the 
set back onto serve.

From there, Cornet pulled 
away, Swiatek’s belief fading 
as the match raced away from 
her. At her 15th Wimbledon, 
Cornet was able to celebrate 
another show-stopping mo-
ment.

This was a 24th career win 
for Cornet against a player 
ranked inside the top 10, and 
a fourth against a world num-
ber one - the previous three all 
came against Serena Williams, 
all in 2014 (including one by 
retirement). 

The world number 37, 
who reached a career-high 
ranking of 11th in 2009, was 
facing Swiatek for the first 
time and now goes on to tack-
le Ajla Tomljanovic for a place 
in the last eight.

Cornet halts Swiatek run, eight 
years after famous Serena upset

France’s Alize Cornet celebrates beating Poland’s Iga Swiatek on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The All England Club in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Cristiano Ronaldo drops a bombshell, says he wants to leave Manchester United
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CRISTIANO Ronaldo should 
have told Manchester United 
he wanted to leave at the end 
of last season rather than drop 
a July bombshell, according to 
former Liverpool star Jamie 
Carragher.

Superstar Ronaldo re-
turned to Old Trafford last 
year, having enjoyed a remark-
able career in 12 seasons away 
with Real Madrid and Juven-
tus, but widespread reports on 
Saturday said the 37-year-old 
wants to leave again.

He is said to want to play 
in the Champions League, ac-
cording to The Times, which 
first reported the news, and 
United cannot offer that after 
a disappointing sixth-placed 
finish last season.

The Portugal striker has 
been a mainstay in that com-
petition throughout his career, 
and the prospect of being away 
from the frontline of elite Eu-
ropean football would be a 
step down.

New United manager Erik 
ten Hag will target a return to 
the Champions League, but 
that is at least a year away, and 
veteran Ronaldo does not have 
time to waste.

Unless Ronaldo has been 
given unexpected information 
about his role at United in the 
new season, Carragher said he 
could not understand the tim-
ing of his apparent request to 
move on.

Carragher sparked a debate 
with former United captain 
Gary Neville on Twitter when 
he wrote: “Ronaldo did exactly 
what I thought he would do, 
score goals but make the team 
worse. The transfer request 
also kills the idea he turned 

down Man City because of his 
love for Man United.” That 
was a reference to the saga 
that saw United seemingly pip 
Manchester City to the signing 
of Ronaldo last August, when 
Alex Ferguson appealed to his 
former star player to return to 
the Red Devils.

Carragher’s comments 
triggered a rebuttal from Nev-
ille, who said: “I get it, you’re 
full of yourselves but he can 
turn down City for United be-
cause he likes them more and 
still want to leave this sum-
mer. He left before but still 
loved the club. Enjoy Saturday 
night and your short period of 
success.” Carragher, who has 
seen Liverpool rack up a string 
of trophies during a lean re-
cent period for United, did not 
leave it at that.

“City didn’t want him 
you [clown] and you’re the 
same fella who kept saying it 
was like Elvis had arrived in 
Manchester! Elvis has left the 
building,” Carragher replied.

Carragher added: “Also, 
why now? Has ETH [Erik ten 
Hag] told him he is not part of 
his plans or will play a limited 
role?? Surely the end of last 
season was the right time to 
tell the club.” Ronaldo scored 
24 goals in all competitions 
last season, including 18 in the 
Premier League.

Carragher  says, Ronaldo 
‘made United worse,’ slams 

transfer request timing

Former Liverpool star  
Jamie Carragher.

Amanda Anisimova reacts on 
winning against Coco Gauff at 
Wimbledon on Saturday. (AFP)



Nadal swats 
aside Sonego
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

RAFAEL Nadal enjoyed se-
rene progress into round four 
at Wimbledon with a stylish 
6-1, 6-2, 6-4 defeat of Lorenzo 
Sonego on Saturday.

For the first time at 
SW19 this week, there was lit-
tle evidence of Nadal’s recent 
fitness problems as he com-
pletely outclassed his Italian 
opponent.

And on this form, the cal-
endar Grand Slam appears 
a genuine possibility for the 
Australian Open and French 
Open champion.

Indeed, it was hard not to 
feel sorry for Sonego - and he 
did appear to have the sympa-
thy of the Centre Court crowd 
- as Nadal’s strokes painted 
pretty patterns around him.

The Spaniard remarkably 
dropped only two points on 
his own serve in the first set - 
both to double-faults. It was a 
similar story in Sonego’s ser-
vice games, too, as he held at 
the first attempt but then lost 
the next nine in succession.

Such was Nadal’s superior-
ity a relieved Sonego lifted his 
arms to salute the crowd as he 
finally held serve in the fifth 
game of the second and was 
given a generous cheer.

That small victory scarcely 
slowed Nadal, who wrapped 
up the second on his own serve 

and then blasted Sonego away 
in the opening game of the 
third to break once again.

Sonego soon found a more 
effective way to hold up his 
opponent, however, appealing 
at length for the Centre Court 
roof to be closed and eventu-
ally succeeding after a brave 
hold and a handful of points 
on Nadal’s serve informed of-
ficials he was capable of drag-
ging the contest out under fad-
ing light.

So it briefly proved, as 
Nadal - perhaps irked by the 
delay - lost his composure 
and was broken to love after 
Sonego made a noise as he 
approached the ball; Nadal 
deemed the umpire an unnec-
essary middle man and called 
Sonego over for a word, clearly 
upsetting the Italian.

A fired-up Nadal immedi-
ately broke back, and after fi-
nally delivering a little drama, 
the match - and Sonego’s cam-
paign - was over.

Data Slam: Rafa ramp-
ing up This was Sonego’s first 
meeting with Nadal, and he 
might have picked a better 
time to face this fiercely fo-
cused great. The 22-time ma-
jor champion has now won 
10 third-round Wimbledon 
matches in a row, including 
the past four without drop-
ping a set. Sonego had a hard 
enough time merely winning a 
game for much of the match.

BADOSA BEATS TWICE CHAMPION KVITOVA

DPA
SILVERSTONE (ENGLAND) 

CARLOS Sainz of Ferrari 
produced the lap of his life to 
claim a maiden pole position 
ahead of Formula One cham-
pionship leader Max Verstap-
pen in wet qualifying for the 
British Grand Prix.

Red Bull’s Verstappen was 
the man to beat throughout 
Q3 but he could not improve 
on his final run, perhaps due 
to a brief yellow flag, on a dry-
ing track while Sainz found a 
brilliant 1 minute 40.983 sec-
onds around the 5.891-kilo-
metre track.

Verstappen, who has won 
five of the last six races to top 
the standings, was just 0.072 
seconds behind but with ti-
tle rival Charles Leclerc only 
third in the other Ferrari is 
still well-placed.

Sainz will now look to con-
vert his first pole position into 
a first win in Sunday’s race - 
the 150th of his career - which 
is forecast to be dry after the 
rain of Saturday.

“I put together a lap that I 
thought was nothing special, 

but it was on the board to see 
how it was, and it was pole po-
sition which came as a bit of a 
surprise,” Sainz said.

“I was struggling a lot with 
the standing water on the in-
termediates, there was a lot 
more standing water on the 
racing line and it was very easy 
to have snaps and lose the 

lap.” Every driver drove on the 
intermediate tyres throughout 
and Verstappen had a spin, 
though stayed on track, in his 
first flying lap in Q3.

He gradually found his 
range but was pipped at the 
end, hampered by a brief yel-
low flag caused by the Wil-
liams of Nicholas Latifi, who 

took an impressive 10th.
“It was tricky, raining and 

drying, so you had to be on the 
track at the right time,” Ver-
stappen said. 

“The car was working 
well. It was a bit of a lottery.” 
Leclerc, 46 points behind Ver-
stappen and in desperate need 
of a first victory since the third 
race of the season to breathe 
life into his title hopes, was 
content with his position.

“I’m happy for Carlos, 
he did a great job today,” he 
added. “I spun on the last 
lap, the lap when you need to 
put everything together and I 
didn’t, so I didn’t deserve to 
be on pole.” Sergio Perez was 
fourth in the other Red Bull 
while Lewis Hamilton was 

fifth for Mercedes, ahead of 
another Briton Lando Norris 
of McLaren.

Fernando Alonso was 
seventh for Alpine, unable to 
repeat his wonderful second 
from wet qualifying in Canada 
last time, with George Russell 
eighth for Mercedes and Zhou 
Guanyu ninth for Alfa Romeo.

Pierre Gasly (Alpha Tauri), 
Valtteri Bottas (Alfa Romeo), 
Yuki Tsunoda (Alpha Tauri), 
Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren) 
and Esteban Ocon (Alpine) ex-
ited in second qualifying.

Alexander Albon (Wil-
liams), Kevin Magnussen 
(Haas), Sebastian Vettel (As-
ton Martin), Mick Schumach-
er (Haas) and Lance Stroll 
(Aston Martin) exited in Q1.

Sainz stuns Verstappen for British 
Grand Prix pole at wet Silverstone

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr, who finished fastest to take 
pole position, reacts after the third and final qualifying session for the 
Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit 
in Silverstone, England on Sarurday. (AFP)

1 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 1:40.983
2 Max Verstappen Red Bull Racing Rbpt 1:41.055
3 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 1:41.298
4 Sergio Perez Red Bull Racing Rbpt 1:41.616
5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1:41.995
6 Lando Norris Mclaren Mercedes 1:42.084
7 Fernando Alonso Alpine Renault 1:42.116
8 George Russell Mercedes 1:42.161
9 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo Ferrari 1:42.719
10 Nicholas Latifi Williams Mercedes 2:03.095
11 Pierre Gasly Alphatauri Rbpt 1:43.702

12 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo Ferrari 1:44.232
13 Yuki Tsunoda Alphatauri Rbpt 1:44.311
14 Daniel Ricciardo Mclaren Mercedes 1:44.355
15 Esteban Ocon Alpine Renault 1:45.190
16 Alexander Albon Williams Mercedes 1:42.078
17 Kevin Magnussen Haas Ferrari 1:42.159
18 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 
1:42.666
19 Mick Schumacher Haas Ferrari 1:42.708
20 Lance Stroll Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 
1:43.430

Starting Grid

Tour de France: Jakobsen enjoys ‘amazing 
day’ as Wout van Aert takes yellow jersey

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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FABIO Jakobsen celebrated 
“an amazing day” after sprint-
ing to victory in stage two of 
the Tour de France.

The second of three stages 
to be held in Denmark proved 
to be a frantic one, but ulti-
mately pre-race favourite Ja-
kobsen took his first individu-
al Tour de France triumph.

Preferred to Mark Caven-
dish and Julian Alaphilippe 
for Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl 
Team, Jakobsen repaid the 
team’s faith with a perfectly 
executed sprint in Nyborg, fol-
lowing a 202.5-kilometre ride 
from Roskilde.

Saturday’s route included 
an 18km crossing of the Great 
Belt Bridge, on which heavy 
winds caused havoc, with a 
huge crash halting the pro-
gress of two-time reigning 
champion Tadej Pogacar and 
world champion time triallist 
Filippo Ganna among others.

Fortunately for the General 
Classification hopefuls, the 
crash occurred within the final 
3,000 metres, meaning no rid-
er lost time, and the focus was 
able to switch to the sprinters 
at the front.

Wout van Aert and Danish 
hope Mads Pedersen looked 
well set coming out of the 

bunch, but Michael Morkov’s 
exceptional lead-out ability 
proved crucial for Quick-Step, 
as Jakobsen was able to launch 
an attack in the final 150m, 
and ultimately crossed the line 
first by a matter of inches.

For the 25-year-old, who 
suffered horrendous injuries 
in a crash at the Tour de Po-

logne less than two years ago, 
it marked a remarkable suc-
cess story.

“For me it was a long pro-
cess, step by step,” said the 
Dutchman. “A lot of people 
helped me along the way - this 
is to pay them back so they can 
see that it was not for nothing.

“I’m happy that I still en-

joy riding the bike, racing, and 
luckily I can win. It was an 
amazing day. The team kept 
me in a good position when 
we exited from the bridge. I 
could stay behind Morkov, he 
dropped me off in the wheel of 
Van Aert. I was next to [Peter] 
Sagan, we kind of touched each 
other but luckily we stayed al-

right, then it was a final stretch 
where I could launch.

“It sounds easy, but for 
sure the legs were in pain. But 
this is what we train for, this 
is why we race. And a stage at 
the Tour de France, I’ve been 
dreaming about that for 15 
years. It’s the biggest race. As 
a sprinter you want to make it 
here and to win.” 

Van Aert takes yellow While 
he was pipped to the post by Ja-
kobsen, Van Aert (Team Jum-
bo-Visma) leads the GC, taking 
a one-second advantage over 
overnight leader Yves Lam-
paert, meaning he will wear 
yellow on Sunday’s route from 
Vejle to Sonderborg.

Van Aert also leads the 
points classification after his 
efforts in the sprint.
STAGE RESULT  1. Fabio Ja-
kobsen (Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl) 
4:34:34 2. Wout van Aert (Team 
Jumbo-Visma) same time 3. 
Mads Pedersen (Trek-Segafredo) 
same time 4. Danny van Pop-
pel (BORA-Hansgrohe) same time 
5. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) same time 
General Classification 1. Wout 
van Aert (Team Jumbo-Visma) 
4:49:50 2. Yves Lampaert 
(Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl) +0.01 
3. Tadej Pogacar (UAE Team 
Emirates) +0.08 Points Classi-
fication 1. Wout van Aert (Team 
Jumbo-Visma) 60.

Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl Team’s Dutch rider Fabio Jakobsen (C) celebrates as he cycles to the finish line to 
win the 2nd stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 202,2 km between Roskilde and 
Nyborg, in Denmark, on Saturday. (AFP)

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego during 
their men’s singles match on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The All England Tennis Club in on Saturday.  
Nadal won 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. (AFP)

Boulter blown away by Williams-conqueror Tan
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

KATIE Boulter’s fine Wimble-
don run ended in disappoint-
ing fashion with a one-sided 
defeat by Harmony Tan in the 
third round on Saturday.

Boulter produced the best 
result of her career by upset-
ting last year’s runner-up 
Karolina Pliskova on Thurs-
day but was unable to get into 
the match against Tan, who 
has built on her first-round 
victory over Serena Williams 
brilliantly and is through to 
the last 16 at a grand slam for 
the first time.

Tan, ranked three places 
higher than Boulter at 115, was 
in control from the start and 
eased to a 6-1, 6-1 victory in 
just 51 minutes.

Wimbledon organizers 
faced criticism for not sched-
uling Boulter on a bigger 
court after her exploits against 
Pliskova, and there were plen-
ty of empty seats on Court Two 
when play began at 11am.

Boulter, who has been 
mourning the loss of her 
grandmother earlier this week, 

might have sensed it would 
not be her day when, in her 
first service game, she broke a 
string and saw two Tan shots 
hit the top of the net.

If the Frenchwoman had a 
slice of luck, though, she more 
than earned her superiority in 
the rest of the first set, serving 
superbly and making Boulter’s 
life very uncomfortable.

While the British num-

ber three was happily able to 
trade pace with the flat-hitting 
Pliskova, this was a very dif-
ferent assignment, with Tan 
chipping the ball back and 
mixing up angles and spins.

Boulter’s grandfather and 
close family were again court-
side to cheer her on but she 
looked all at sea in the first 
two games of the second set 
as dreams of a first run to the 

second week of a grand slam 
began to rapidly fade.

There were flashes of the 
shots that wowed Centre Court 
but most of the highlights 
came from Tan, including a 
tweener on her way to break-
ing serve again to lead 4-1.

Two games later, the con-
test was over, Boulter ending a 
match she will want to forget 
with a double fault.

France’s Harmony Tan (R) goes to shake hands with Britain’s Katie Boulter after winning at the end of their 
women’s singles match at Wimbledon in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Spain’s Paula 
Badosa breathes 
a sigh of relief 
defeating Czech 
Republic’s Petra 
Kvitova at the end 
of their women’s 
singles match on 
the sixth day of 
the 2022 Wim-
bledon Champion-
ships at The All 
England Tennis 
Club in London on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Australia’s  
Nick Kyrgios 
celebrates de-
feating Greece’s 
Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas on the sixth 
day of the 2022 
Wimbledon 
Championships 
in London on 
Saturday. Kyrgios 
won 6-7, 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (9-7). (AFP)

KYRGIOS BESTS TSITSIPAS
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THOUGH only 38 overs of 
play was possible on a rain-
truncated day, there was no 
shortage of action at Edgbas-
ton between England and In-
dia on Saturday.

At the start of the day’s 
play, Ravindra Jadeja was 17 
runs away from a century, with 
the question being whether 
he would be afforded enough 
support from the other end to 
reach the landmark. The bat-
ter got brilliant support from 
Mohammad Shami as the pair 
embarked on a 48-run stand 
which helped Jadeja get closer 
to his century while assisting 
India to get closer to a score 
of 400. 

Jadeja would finally bring 
up his ton – the third of his ca-
reer – before Shami perished 
after playing a handy knock 
of 16. Jadeja too would be 
undone by a brilliant delivery 
from Anderson for 104, but it 
was an innings of sheer class 
from the Indian all-rounder.

A captain’s knock with the 
bat, from a player you’d least 
expect it from! Jasprit Bumrah 
clearly enjoyed himself out in 
the middle at Edgbaston at the 
expense of Stuart Broad. In a 
history-making feat, Broad 
conceded 35 runs off an over, 
with Bumrah scoring the bulk 
of the runs, making it the most 
expensive over in the history 
of Test cricket.

Bumrah remained unbeat-
en on 31*, with his fireworks 
helping India past the score of 
400. 

After a string of low scores 
against New Zealand, the 
pressure was on Alex Lees and 
Zak Crawley to deliver a solid 
start for England. But they 
again failed to make a signifi-
cant contribution, with Jas-
prit Bumrah proving to be too 
good for them.

Bumrah first got through 
the defence of Lees, bowling 
him for 6. Crawley was loose 
on the drive, going hard but 
failing to get to the pitch of the 

ball, edging one to the slips on 
9. The onus was on the Eng-
land middle-order, again. 

It was a frustrating day, 
with rain playing hide and 

seek throughout. When it fi-
nally stopped, only one hour 
of play was possible.

Root set the tone with two 
boundaries in the opening 

over but Bumrah and Sha-
mi, who were fresh from the 
break, were creating chances.

But it was Siraj who got 
the big wicket of Root with a 
brilliant short ball that went 
to the keeper. Nightwatchman 
Jack Leach could have gone 
for a golden duck had Virat 
Kohli not spilt his catch a slip. 
Leach’s lifeline, though, lasted 
only four more balls as he was 
out caught behind, forcing 
Stokes to walk out to bat.

Together with Bairstow, 
he ensured India did not in-
flict any more damage before 
stumps.

Bumrah creates history with the bat 
before England top-order crumbles

AUSTRALIA’S left-arm spin-
ner Ashton Agar has been 
ruled out of their second Test 
against Sri Lanka, which be-
gins on 8 July.

The 28-year-old will fly 
home after failing to recover 
from a side strain and has 
been replaced by left-arm fin-
ger spinner Jon Holland.

Agar, who hasn’t played 
a Test since 2017, was not 
considered for the first Test 

against Sri Lanka either, with 
leg-spinner Mitchell Swepson 
in the XI. Australia won the 
first Test by 10 wickets.

Australia captain Pat 
Cummins was impressed 
with Swepson’s bowling and 
praised the leggie after their 
comprehensive victory under 
three days.

“Really happy with Swe-
po,” said Cummins. “A couple 
of key breakthroughs in the 

first innings and then today, 
top-order wickets.

“Really valuable, I thought 
he controlled the tempo of 
the game, he had some bat-
ters come really hard at him. 
I thought he bowled beauti-
fully.”

Interestingly, Agar’s re-
placement Holland himself 
is nursing an injury. He hurt 
his finger before the second 
Australia A four-day match 

against Sri Lanka A but is on 
the road to recovery and in 
with a chance to be considered 
for the final match of the tour.

35-year-old Holland, who 
made his debut in 2016, has 
featured in only four Tests so 
far, picking up nine wickets. 
His last Test was against Paki-
stan in October 2018.

The second and final Test 
will be played in Galle from 8 
to 12 July. (ICC)

Australia’s Agar unavailable for 2nd Test against Sri Lanka

EDGBASTON TEST: INDIA VS ENGLAND
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India’s Jasprit Bumrah watches the ball after playing a shot during his 
blitzkrieg innings on on Day 2 of the fifth cricket Test against England 
at Edgbaston, Birmingham, in central England on Saturday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
BIRMINGHAM

HISTORY was created by 
Jasprit Bumrah on Saturday 
as the stand-in India captain 
took a world record 35 runs 
from one Stuart Broad over on 
the second day of the fifth Test 
against England on Saturday.

Bumrah displayed his 
prowess with the bat by taking 
35 runs (4,5w,7nb,4,4,4,6,1) 
from Broad’s final over in the 
first innings as India’s tail 
wagged to help them amass a 
score of 416 at Edgbaston.

The India quick hit Broad 
for two massive sixes (one 
came from a no-ball), four 
boundaries, a single and was 
helped with five wides in the 
record-breaking over.

It meant Broad conceded 
a total of 35 runs, surpass-
ing the previous record held 
by West Indies great Brian 
Lara, Australia’s George Bai-
ley and South Africa’s Kes-
hav Maharaj.

Lara took 28 off one 
Robin Peterson over back in 

2003, while Bailey (2013) 
and Maharaj (2020) also 
shared the record.

Bumrah finished unbeat-
en on 31 - the highest score 
for any debutant captain bat-
ting at No.10 - as Mohammed 
Siraj eventually holed out to 
James Anderson. 

Broad becomes 3rd pacer 
to take 550 Test wickets

Stuart Broad also completed 
550 wickets in Test cricket.

Broad reached this land-
mark when he got the wicket 
of Mohammed Shami for 16 
in the 80th over. Shami tried 
to ramp the ball straight to 
the third man, but was caught 
by spinner Jack Leach.

Broad is the third pacer 
to reach the landmark of 550 
wickets in the longest format 
of the game, besides legend-
ary Australian pacer Glenn 
McGrath and English pace 
icon James Anderson.

Anderson has 656 Test 
wickets, McGrath has 563 
while Broad currently has 
550 Test wickets.

BUMRAH V BROAD: The most 
expensive over in Test history

England’s Stuart Broad on Day 2 of the fifth cricket Test against 
India at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Saturday. (AFP)

India’s captain Jasprit Bumrah (2nd L) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of England’s Zak Crawley on the second day of the 
fifth cricket Test at Edgbaston in Birmingham (central England) on Saturday. England were 85 for 2 in reply to India’s first innings total of 416. 
The match should have been played in Manchester last September but, hours before it was due to start, it was postponed because of COVID-19 
concerns in the India camp. India take a 2-1 lead into this, the final match in the five-match series. (AFP)

INDIA 1ST INNINGS (OVERNIGHT: 338-7)
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  17
C. Pujara c Crawley b Anderson  13
H. Vihari lbw b Potts  20
V. Kohli b Potts  11
R. Pant c Crawley b Root  146
S. Iyer c Billings b Anderson  15
R. Jadeja b Anderson  104
S. Thakur c Billings b Stokes  1
Mohammed Shami c Leach b Broad  16
J. Bumrah not out  31
Mohammed Siraj c Broad b Anderson  2

Extras: (b4, lb17, nb14, w5)  40
Total: (All out, 84.5 overs, 422 mins)  416
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Gill), 2-46 (Pujara), 3-64 (Vihari), 
4-71 (Kohli), 5-98 (Iyer), 6-320 (Pant), 7-323 (Thakur), 
8-371 (Shami), 9-375 (Jadeja), 10-416 (Siraj).
Bowling: Anderson 21.5-4-60-5 (1nb); Broad 18-3-89-
1 (2nb, 1w); Potts 20-1-105-2 (1nb); Leach 9-0-71-0; 
Stokes 13-0-47-1 (10nb); Root 3-0-23-1.
ENGLAND 1ST INNINGS
A. Lees b Bumrah  6
Z. Crawley c Gill b Bumrah  9
O. Pope c Iyer b Bumrah  10

J. Root c Pant b Siraj  31
J. Bairstow not out  12
J. Leach c Pant b Shami  0
B. Stokes not out  0
Extras: (b8, lb3, nb5)  16
Total: (For 5 wkts, 27 overs, 135 mins)  84
To bat: S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J Anderson.
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Lees), 2-27 (Crawley), 3-44 
(Pope), 4-78 (Root), 5-83 (Leach).
Bowling: Bumrah 11-1-35-3 (5nb); Shami 13-3-33-1; 
Siraj 3-2-5-1.

Scoreboard

AFTER England pacer Stuart Broad bowled the most expensive over in Test history on Saturday, former South African all-rounder Robin Peterson took to social media to share his 
quirky reaction. Broad bowled the most expensive over in history of Test cricket against India in the fifth and final Test of the series at Edgbaston on Saturday. Peterson was the 
previous holder of this unwanted record. “Sad to lose my record today oh well, records are made to be broken I guess. Onto the next one #ENGvIND,” tweeted Peterson. (ANI)

Records are meant to be broken: Peterson jokes about losing his record to Broad
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DUSTIN Johnson and Carlos 
Ortiz are tied for the lead at 
LIV Golf Portland after two 
rounds of play, heading into 
the final day at eight under, 
two strokes clear of the chas-
ing field.

Ortiz was the outright 
leader after his first-round 67, 
following it up with a three-
under 69. Johnson was out-
right second after Thursday, 
posting a 68, and he proceed-
ed to shoot another 68 in his 
second trip around Pumpkin 
Ridge Golf Club.

Arguably the biggest star 
on the LIV Golf roster after 
Phil Mickelson, Johnson had 
six birdies and one bogey on 
the front-nine, with three bo-
geys and two birdies on the 
back-nine keeping him from 
running away with a lead.

In outright third place is 
Branden Grace at six under, 
while Justin Harding is alone 
at five under, with the group of 
Brooks Koepka, Louis Oosthui-
zen, Jinchiro Kozuma, Patrick 
Reed and Sihwan Kim rounding 
out the top-10 in a tie for fifth.

With Johnson and Reed 
both near the top of the lead-
erboard, it puts their team - 4 
Aces GC, along with Pat Perez 
and Talor Gooch - atop the 
teams leaderboard at 15 un-
der, four strokes clear of the 
South African team Stinger 
GC, consisting of Grace, Oost-
huizen, Hennie du Plessis and 

Charl Schwartzel.
After an even par opening 

round, Bryson DeChambeau 
put himself back into conten-
tion with a three-under Fri-
day, giving him a share of 10th 
with Sam Horsfield.

4 Aces partners Gooch and 
Perez are both at two under, 

tied for 12th, while Martin 
Kaymer, Matthew Wolff and 
Kevin Na are the last of the 
players under par.

Abraham Ancer is at even 
par, Sergio Garcia is at two 
over, and Mickelson shot his 
second consecutive 75 to fin-
ish play at six over.

Johnson holds share of  
lead at LIV Golf Portland

Dustin Johnson hits his tee shot on the fourth hole during round two 
of the LIV Golf Invitational - Portland at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club in 
North Plains, Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Mauritanian Beide wins QCA’s open blitz chess

THE second event of Qatar 
Chess Association’s monthly 
Open Blitz Championship was 
won by Mauritanian Sidi Bei-
de on Thursday.

Beide finished with 6.5 
points ahead of Filipino Ryan 

Mendoza, while the third 
place was claimed by Egyptian 
Asaad Abu Al Atta. Indian Ir-
fan Suleiman finished fourth 
while the fifth place went to 
Joya Florin. The sixth place 
was won by Secretary-General 

of QCA Youssef Mohammed 
Al Mutawa.

Qatar’s Youssef Ahmed Al 
Abdullah emerged as the best 
Qatari player overall. 

Indian Sajjan Al Ben won 
the first place in the under-16 

same category where Saad Al 
Sulaiti emerged as the best 
Qatari player.

A total of 66 players par-
ticipated in the tournament. 
Yousef Muhammad Al Muta-
wa crowned the winners.


