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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Saturday 
participated in the foreign ministers of Arab countries’ meeting with the Lebanese President General Michel Aoun. The 
foreign ministers of Arab countries are taking part in the Arab Ministerial Consultative Meeting in Beirut. (QNA)

FM PARTICIPATES IN LEBANESE PRESIDENT’S 
MEETING WITH ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
has announced the availability of a 
fourth dose of the vaccine against 
COVID-19.

In a statement on Saturday, the 
MoPH said the fourth dose is available 
for individuals aged 50 years and over 
and individuals who suffer from chron-
ic diseases that increase their risk of 
severe COVID-19 infection, regardless 
of their age.

The ministry called on all eligible 
individuals to receive their COVID-19 
booster dose. Anyone aged 12 years 
and above who had their second dose 
more than six months ago is eligible 
for a booster dose. Eligible people 
will be able to receive their booster 
vaccine dose at one of the 28 Primary 
Health Care Corporation health cent-
ers as well as the Qatar Vaccination 
Center for Business and Industry in 
Bu Garn. 

At present, Pfizer vaccine is ap-
proved for booster dose for those 12 
and above while Moderna vaccine is 
approved for those 18 and above.

The ministry has issued COVID-19 
precautionary advice to people trave-
ling abroad for summer vacations.

With the number of new daily 
COVID-19 cases in Qatar rising in 
recent weeks, and with many coun-
tries around the world experiencing 
high numbers of COVID-19 cases, 
the ministry stressed the importance 
of travellers adhering to precaution-
ary measures when aboard to protect 
themselves and their families , reduce 
the risk of getting infected or bringing 
the virus back and infecting their fami-
lies.

The ministry explained that even 
though the COVID-19  restrictions 
have been lifted in Qatar, it is still 
recommended for all members of the 
community to voluntarily follow the 

precautionary measures to protect 
their health.

The ministry recommends simple 
but effective precautionary measures 
to keep individuals safe when travel-
ling abroad. 

The ministry recommends to check 
the COVID-19 travel policy of the coun-
try you are visiting in advance of your 
travel and ensure you adhere to all re-
quirements for vaccination status and 
testing or any forms to be completed, 
check the COVID-19 measures in place 
within the country you are visiting to 
ensure you adhere to all requirements 
and review the MoPH COVID-19 Trav-
el and Return Policy for the latest test-
ing and quarantine requirements fol-
lowing your return to Qatar.

Fourth dose of 
COVID vaccine 

now available for  
eligible groups

MoPH issues COVID-19 travel advisory

One lane on A-Ring Road dedicated only for public buses, taxis
QNA
DOHA

THE Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has dedicated a lane 
on A-Ring Road only for pub-
lic buses, taxis, and authorised 
vehicles to facilitate smooth 
traffic flow and serve FIFA 
World Cup 2022 transporta-
tion plan. 

This is being done in co-
ordination with the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy, Ministry of Interior, 
Ministry of Transport, and 
Mowasalat (Karwa).

Eng Abdulaziz Al Mawlawi, 
Mobility Executive Director 
at the SC, said: “The bus lane 
will help to provide a smooth 
and environmentally-friendly 
transport experience for thou-
sands of fans during the FIFA 
World Cup.”

For his part, Lieutenant 
Eng. Khalid Nasser Al Mulla, 
Head of the Technical team 
of the Corniche Closure Com-
mittee, pointed out that the 
new lane will be designated for 
public transport buses, taxis, 
and authorised transport such 
as emergency vehicles. 

All necessary traffic mark-
ings and directional signs that 
support law enforcement and 
the monitoring of traffic vio-
lations in future stages have 
been completed. He added 
that a designated lane for pub-
lic buses would reduce travel 
time, will encourage the use 
of public transportation and 
reduce the number of personal 
vehicles on the road. The lane 
will also facilitate faster arrival 
of police and emergency vehi-
cles to accident sites.

Acting Director of Land 

Transport Network Planning 
Department in the Ministry 
of Transport Saleh Saeed Al 

Marri stated that, in addition 
to reducing travel time during 
World Cup, the bus lane will sig-

nificantly contribute in reducing 
CO2 emissions as well as traffic 
congestion, especially in main 

intersections in Doha Central. 
This is in line with meas-

ures that will be taken during 

the tournament to reduce the 
use of personal vehicles, as en-
vironmentally friendly buses 
that run on electric energy will 
be operated.

He added that the proposed 
bus lane on the A-Ring Road 
was designated for transpor-
tation during World Cup to 
achieve the desired goals. How-
ever, this does not prevent the 
study of permanent bus lanes in 
the future on vital corridors and 
roads in the country, in line with 
the comprehensive transport 
plan for transport in the coun-
try, Qatar 2050, and the project 
to study the priority of bus lanes 
that the Ministry of Transport 
will prepare within the public 
transport network in Qatar and 
evaluate the proposed measures 
in this regard.

32.1% rise in new 
driving licences 
issued in May

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR saw a significant 
rise in the number of driv-
ers’ licences issued in May, a 
monthly increase of 32.1 per-
cent and an annual increase of 
1,027 percent, according to the 
latest Planning 
and Statis-
tics Authority 
(PSA) report.

A total of 
9,963 new 
drivers licenc-
es were issued 
in May  out 
of which 424 were issued for 
Qataris, while 9,539 were for 
non-Qataris.

Qatar saw a total of 822 
traffic cases in May, a monthly 
increase of 18.3 percent and 
an annual increase of 60.9 
percent.

While light injuries ac-
counted for the vast majority 
of traffic accidents cases with 

90 percent, severe injuries ac-
counted for 8 percent. How-
ever, 18 deaths were recorded, 
equivalent to only 2 percent of 
total traffic accidents cases. 

The month of May saw 
a rise in traffic violations, a 
monthly increase of 14.4 per-
cent and at an annual rate of 

52.9 percent.
As per the 

report, over-
speeding (ra-
dar) violations 
registered the 
highest per-
centage, reach-
ing 76 percent, 

followed by parking violations 
at 17 percent, while driving 
licenses violations recorded 
the lowest percentage, at 0.02 
percent of the total traffic vio-
lations.

A total 6,535 new vehicles 
were registered during May, a 
monthly decrease of 10.7 per-
cent and an annual increase of 
39.2 percent. PAGE 2

Qatar making utmost  
efforts to serve Hajj  

pilgrims, says official
QNA

MAKAH AL MUKARAMAH

HEAD of the Qatari Haj Mission Ali 
bin Sultan Al Misifri has noted that 
the state is making utmost efforts to 
serve the pilgrims of Qatar by sup-
porting all campaigns and facilitat-
ing their affairs to ensure a distin-
guished Hajj period.

This came during an inspection 
tour by the head of the Hajj mission 
to see the readiness of the camps for 
pilgrims of Qatar in the holy sites in 
Mina and Arafat.

The mission had earlier coor-
dinated and held several meetings 
with the Saudi Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah and the Muttawiffy Hujjaj 
South Asia Company, which resulted 
in the allocation of distinct sites for 
pilgrims of Qatar in Arafat. All work 
units in the mission intensified their 
efforts to follow up on the sites, he 
said.

He pointed to the integration of 
all the supporting units in the Qa-
tari Hajj mission, each according to 
its specialization, to ensure that the 

camps of Qatari pilgrims in Mina 
and Arafat are equipped and include 
all services and facilities according 
to the highest standards.

Al Misifri explained that the mis-
sion is a partner of the campaign 
owners with the same goal, which is 
to facilitate the performance of the 
fifth pillar for the pilgrims of Qatar.

●  The fourth dose is available 
for individuals aged 50 years 
and over and individuals who 
suffer from chronic diseases 
that increase their risk of 
severe COVID-19 infection, 
regardless of their age

●  MoPH has called on all 
eligible individuals to 
receive their COVID-19 
booster dose

THE Qatar Central Bank (QCB) 
announced on Saturday that 
more than 25,000 local transac-
tions worth over QR230 million 
were executed within the first 
24 hours of the start of the 
money transfer service outside 
official working hours. QCB had 
earlier directed all banks to 
start implementing local transfer 
requests throughout the week, 
including the weekend. This 
directive comes within QCB’s 
endeavor to activate the role of 
banks and financial institutions 
in providing the best services to 
their customers. (QNA)

Over 25,000 local 
transactions worth 
QR230 mn executed  
in 24 hours: QCB

A total 6,535 new vehicles 
were registered in May, a 
monthly decrease of 10.7 
percent and an annual 
increase of 39.2 percent.

Continued on page 2 
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Head of the Qatari Haj Mission Ali bin 
Sultan Al Misifri inspects the camps for 
pilgrims of Qatar in Mina and Arafat.
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Qatar population hits 
2.85 mn in May
THE total population of Qatar has increased 
from 2.63 million during May 2021 to 2.85 
million at end of May 2022, the Planning 
and Statistics Authority monthly bulletin has 
shown.

According to the bulletin, the total number 
of marriage contracts also increased monthly 
by 40.4 percent compared to April 2022, and 
annually by 10.6 percent compared to May 
2021. The percentage increased among non-
Qatari males and females alike, reaching 43.9 
percent among males and 56.5 percent among 
females, compared to April 2022.

The bulletin also showed that 2,065 live 
births were registered during May 2022, with 
an increase in the total Qatari live births by 
52.1 percent compared to April. On the other 
hand, 204 deaths were recorded during the 
same period, showing a decrease of 6.4 percent 
compared to April 2022. 

Moreover, May 2022 witnessed a monthly 
increase in marriage contracts and divorce 
certificates by 40.4 percent and 39.5 percent, 
respectively, with 344 marriages and 219 di-
vorce cases. Regarding social security, a total 
amount of QR79 million was spent on 14,456 
beneficiaries in May 2022, recording a month-
ly increase of one percent in the value of social 
security and a monthly increase of 0.5 percent 
in the number of beneficiaries.

The detailed data is available on the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority website: www.
psa.gov.qa  (TNN)

Minister shares results of national consultations at 
Transformation Education Pre-Summit in Paris

QNA
PARIS

QATAR participated in the Trans-
forming Education Pre-Summit, 
held at the headquarters of the 
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) in Paris.

The state delegation was head-
ed by Minister of Education and 
Higher Education and Chairman 
of the Qatar National Committee 
for Education, Culture and Science 
HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi.

In her speech at the summit, 
the minister highlighted the im-
portance Qatar attaches to educa-
tion in its permanent constitution 

and Qatar National Vision 2030, 
as one of the most important pil-
lars of social progress.

She reviewed the most impor-
tant results of the national consul-
tations that were held in Qatar on 
June 16 and 17, regarding recom-
mendations according to priorities 
that will help re-imagine educa-
tion in the country, which can be 
crystallized  into five priority axes.

According to the minister, the 
first part focuses on the need for 
the effective application of a stu-
dent-oriented learning experience 
that meets their needs, well-being, 
interests, abilities and aspirations, 
and full integration of persons 
with disabilities as well as those 
who face learning difficulties.

She added that the second axis 
aims to make the most of technolo-

gy, including artificial intelligence, 
which has witnessed an increasing 
acceleration, as digital learning is 
at the top of the priorities and in-
terests of Qatar more than ever, 
especially in the wake of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. 

The minister said that the third 
axis is concerned with attracting, 
motivating and developing teach-
ers professionally, in light of the 
widespread of new technologies 
nationally and globally. Thus, 
teachers will play a major factor 
in the successful transformation 
of educational systems, she added.

Nuaimi said that the fourth axis 
aims to enable learners to contrib-
ute to their long-term well-being 
and that of their society, especially 

in light of the state’s orientation 
towards building a knowledge-
based economy and maintaining 
economic and environmental sus-
tainability.

She stressed that the fifth axis 
deals with education financing, 
where she underscored keenness 
to provide quality and inclusive 
education for all everywhere, as a 
top priority of its policy in the field 
of development aid in areas of con-
flict and crisis.

She added that Qatar has pro-
vided support worth $1 billion to 
educational projects around the 
world through the Qatar Fund 
for Development over the past 
decade, benefiting more than 70 
countries. 

Ministry urges travellers 
to get vaccinated  
against COVID-19

THE ministry called on travellers to get vac-
cinated against COVID-19 with all doses for 
which you are eligible, including the booster 
dose before travelling for maximum protec-
tion, adhere to the following precaution-
ary measures during your travel, especially 
in countries where COVID-19 is circulating 
widely in the community, wash hands regu-
larly with soap and water or use a hand sani-
tizer, avoid physical contact when greeting 
others, including abstaining from shaking 
hands and kissing, follow cough etiquette 
and use your sleeve to cover your nose and 
mouth when coughing and sneezing or use 
tissue paper and dispose of it appropriately, 
and wear a face mask in closed public places 
when you are near other people, in crowded 
indoor settings, near someone who has res-
piratory symptoms or when you have respira-
tory symptoms.

The ministry asked to avoid gathering 
and crowded and poorly ventilated places 
as much as possible and to obtain traveller 
health insurance where possible.

Kuwaiti delegation praises Qatar’s  
educational development experience

QNA
DOHA

A high-level educational delega-
tion from Kuwait, headed by Assis-
tant Undersecretary for the Public 
Education Sector at the Ministry 
of Education in the State of Kuwait 
Osama Hussein Sultan Najim con-
cluded a visit to the State of Qatar, 
during which he was briefed on the 
Qatari experience in the field of 
public education development.

The Kuwaiti delegation met 
with senior officials in the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Educa-
tion, and visited some educational 
institutions, to learn about the 
experiences and best practices in 
force in the field of education devel-
opment in the State of Qatar.

In a press statement, the head 
of the Kuwaiti educational delega-
tion praised the Qatari experience, 
stressing that Qatar has achieved 
tangible successes and a great leap 
in the development of education, 
placing it in an advanced rank 
among international classifications 
in the field of education quality. He 
added that the current visit to the 
State of Qatar came with the aim 
of reviewing this rich experience, 
studying the prospects for coopera-
tion between Kuwait and Qatar in 
the educational aspect, and consid-

ering how to benefit from it.
He attributed the quality of ed-

ucation in Qatar to several reasons, 
such as the use of modern and ad-
vanced technological methods that 
affected the educational process, in 
addition to its interest in the learn-
er’s needs, desires and tendencies, 
providing an attractive educational 
environment, adopting diversifica-
tion of educational paths, attract-
ing specialised and international 
schools and their role in raising 
the learner’s receiving efficiency, 
in addition to Qatar’s interest in 
national identity and its keenness 

to develop the spirit of scientific re-
search among learners, and its use 
of local and international experi-
ences in developing curricula and 
its integration with technological 
progress, and assigning local and 
international capabilities and com-
petencies.

He also stressed that the pros-
pects for cooperation between 
Qatar and Kuwait in the fields of 
education stem from the strength 
of the distinguished historical re-
lations between the two countries, 
and from customs, traditions, re-
ligion, common values and con-

tinuous coordination with regard 
to curricula, especially scientific 
ones, benefiting from Qatar’s expe-
rience in technical, vocational and 
specialised education, in addition 
to the convergence of the strategic 
vision in developing human capital, 
and exchanging experiences in the 
educational fields, especially school 
management systems and the 
school environment, in addition to 
the common interest in the process 
of teachers training, development 
and raising their efficiency.

During the visit, the Kuwaiti 
delegation was briefed on the qual-
ity indicators of education in Qa-
tar. Assistant Undersecretary for 
evaluation affairs at the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education 
Khalid Abdullah Al Harqan gave an 
explanation about the system for 
measuring the quality of students’ 
academic achievement, and the 
system for assessing the quality of 
school performance in schools and 
kindergartens. In addition to an 
explanation of the comprehensive 
educational survey.

The delegation also learnt 
about Qatar’s experience in the ed-
ucational curriculum development 
project, and in the field of technical 
and vocational education and the 
advantages offered to students of 
specialised schools, namely tech-

nical and banking schools. It was 
also briefed on the Qatari experi-
ence with regard to early education 
policy, and the school readiness 
test that is applied in the prepara-
tory stage to measure the readi-
ness of pre-school students to join 
the first grade, in addition to the 
experience of the Training and 
Educational Development Centre, 
learning about its objectives and 
the quality of training and educa-
tional development programmes 
in force in Qatar and how to benefit 
from them in the Kuwaiti educa-
tion sector.

The delegation met with the 
Assistant Undersecretary for Pri-
vate Education Affairs Omar Abdul 
Aziz Al Naama, Director of Private 
Schools Affairs Rashid Ahmed Al 
Ameri, and a number of officials of 
the private education affairs sector 
in the Ministry, where they learned 
about the tasks and responsibili-
ties undertaken by the sector, and 
the procedures followed in obtain-
ing licenses for the establishment 
of private educational institutions, 
including schools, kindergartens, 
educational and training centres, 
in addition to nurseries, and the 
mechanism of supervising and fol-
lowing up on them from an aca-
demic and administrative point of 
view.

Continued from page 1 

Indonesia eyes exporting coffee to Qatar
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

DOHA 

AS one of the major producers of 
coffee in the world, Indonesian 
Embassy in Qatar recently held a 
coffee cupping event to showcase 
the richness and flavours of the In-
donesian coffee as the country eyes 
exporting coffee to Qatar. 

The event titled ‘Indonesian 
Coffee O’clock’ brought together 
representatives from the Indo-
nesian coffee industry, entrepre-
neurs as well as Indonesian baris-
tas who showcased the aromas and 
flavours of brewed coffee.

Representative of Indonesian 
coffee industry, JAVANERO IN-
DONESIA and coffee entrepre-
neurs from Qatar from SONGOAJI 
and KEKE Roastery shared infor-
mation and insights about Indone-
sian coffee while four talented In-
donesian baristas showcased their 
skills at the event.

Speaking at the event, Indo-
nesian Ambassador to Qatar HE 
Ridwan Hassan said that accord-
ing to the data of Ministry of Trade 
of Indonesia, during 2021, Indone-
sia exported coffee worth $842.5 
million to all over the world, with 
highest proportion exported to 
United States and Europe.

He added that Qatar has im-
ported $19.2 million from across 
the world, while only very few per-
cent was imported from Indonesia.  

“Hence, there is still so much 
room of opportunities in Qatar for 
Indonesian coffee, particularly for 
specialty Arabica coffee. We would 
like to see more Indonesia coffee 
here in Qatar as we have seen the 
growth of coffee shops and roast-
eries all over Qatar as well as the 
growth of appreciation and love 
for coffe,” the envoy said.

The ambassador said that after 
the event, the Indonesian coffee 
will not only be better known in 
Qatar but will also become more 
available and reach more coffee 
lovers. 

“According to Thomas Jeffer-

son in 1824, ‘Coffee is the favour-
ite drink of the civilized world’. 
That saying depicts the important 
role of coffee to the world society, 
not only for consumer’s delight of 
drinking it but also for its econom-
ic value to the coffee bean produc-
ing and exporting countries,” he 
said.

The envoy said that currently, 
Indonesia is the 4th largest coffee 
producing country in the world, 
following Brazil, Colombia and 
Vietnam, and coffee that traded 
globally is usually a combination 
of roasted beans and green beans, 
both for Arabica and Robusta vari-
ants. 

“As for Indonesia, coffee does 
not only provide the experience 
of taste but also cultural identity. 

With the climate condition in the 
country as well as the blessing of 
its mountainous areas, coffee can 
grow very well in Indonesia,” Am-
bassador Hassan said.

He said that coffee plantation 
in Indonesia started in 1690s dur-
ing the Dutch East Indies Compa-
ny (VOC) time. It then became one 
of the Dutch top commodities. 

He explained that VOC ex-
ported the first batch of Indone-
sia’s coffee in 1711, which grew to 
60 tonnes per year only within 10 
years.

The ambassador said, being 
the world’s largest archipelago and 
located in the equator, Indonesia 
offers plenty of coffee types to the 
world, especially those termed as 
specialty coffee. 

“The specialty varieties include 
those cultivated in various places 
in Indonesia, such as Gayo, Flores, 
Sidikalang, Toraja, and of course 
Java. Each of the specialties has 
its own distinguished aroma and 
taste. Over the year, the number 
of exported specialty coffee from 
Indonesia keeps growing. Indone-
sia’s specialty Arabica coffee has 
also gained worldwide acknowl-
edgment with nearly 100 genetic 
varieties of Arabica coffee avail-
able,” he added.

Work in progress to enhance 
transport experience

MARRI emphasised that the Minis-
try of Transport is working towards 
enhancing transport experience in 
general by adopting the latest, envi-
ronmentally friendly urban and tech-
nological systems that serve trans-
portation from different regions in 
the world.

Eng Mohammed Ali Al Marri, 
Secretary of the Committee for Cor-
niche Street closure implementation 
plan, said: “This step comes after 
increasing the number of road lanes 
on A-Ring Road from 2 to 4 lanes in 
each direction, to enhance road ca-
pacity, traffic flow and reduce con-
gestion. A-Ring Road that extends 
from Ras Bu Abboud Bridge to Al-
Diwan Intersection with Al-Rayyan 
road, is considered to be one of the 
vital roads in Doha since it links 
many commercial and residential 
areas and service facilities, in addi-
tion to linking between many tourist 
destinations such as Qatar National 
Museum, Museum of Islamic Art, 
Souq Waqif, Al Bidda Park, as well 
as developmental projects in Doha 
Centre like the project of Msheireb 
Downtown Doha.”

Executive Manager of Operations 
in Mowasalat (Karwa) Ahmed Hassan 
Al Obaidly said, “This lane contrib-
utes to reducing travel time taken for 
public transport buses on the A-Ring 
Road and in Doha Centre, as well as 
facilitates the arrival of public trans-
port buses on time and achieving 
the integration of the transportation 
system (buses and metro). These im-
provements will encourage the public 
to use public transportation and cre-
ate a free and fast path for taxis.”

This lane will achieve various en-
vironmental benefits such as reduc-
ing the number of personal vehicles 
on the road and encouraging the use 
of environmentally friendly public 
transport, which in turn leads to re-
ducing CO2 emissions and improving 
air quality, in addition to enhancing 
bus fuel efficiency and thus achieving 
the desired environmental sustain-
ability.

It is worth mentioning that des-
ignating a lane for public transport 
buses on A-Ring Road is one of the 
measures taken by the committee re-
sponsible for managing the Corniche 
Street closure plan, and other prior-
ity lanes for buses passing on differ-
ent routes will be determined later.

Continued from page 1 



Estithmar Holding Q.P.S.C. has unveiled a 
new luxury urban resort in the Aspire Zone, 
set to add to the luxury hospitality offerings 
in Qatar. 
The project is in line with the group’s goal to 
provide exceptional hospitality experiences 
in the tourism and hospitality sector, and to 
keep pace with the country’s growing trend 
towards upgrading this vital sector.
The new project extends over more than 
37,000 square meters at Aspire Zone as a 
world-class resort and resort that offers 
an unparalleled levels of luxury hospitality 
experience.
The guests will enjoy high levels of privacy 
from the moment of reception with the 
help of a dedicated team for personalized 
service and absolute luxury.
Inspired by Arabic architecture, the resort 
offers its guests a new concept of splendid 
hospitality experiences, seeking exclusivity 
and access to the utmost comfort, physical 
and mental relaxation.
Set to open by the end of 2022, the resort 
consists of 33 villas, each featuring a private 
pool and garden, divided into 20 luxurious 
suites and 13 two-bedroom villas that offers 
the highest levels of privacy and security 
enhanced by the latest outstanding 
facilities.
The one-of-its-kind resort also boasts 3 
high-end F & B  including a restaurant and 
tea longe, and a wellness center including 
a Spa, a gym, kid’s club and Padel tennis 
courts.
With its distinguished list of famous 
restaurants, the resort is set to take 
its esteem clients on a global culinary 
journey of various Arab and international 
flavorsome cuisines, particularly at La Casa 
Restaurant, in addition to the tea lounge. 
Guests will also have the chance to enjoy 
specially curated in-room dining services.

LaCasa will add an exquisite dining 
experience to the resort with its convivial, 
warm Mediterranean ambiance, revolving 
around the quality and freshness of the 
Mediterranean ingredients, herbs and 
spices.
La Casa promises a luxurious experience 
to its guests, from the picturesque set-up, 
the live entertainment to the outstanding 
service and delicious food. La Casa promises 
a luxurious experience to its guests, from the 
picturesque set-up, the live entertainment 
to the outstanding service and delicious 
food.
Situated in a prime location, the resort 
offers easy access to major sports and 
entertainment attractions at different parts 
of Qatar, with only about 30 minutes drive 
from Hamad International Airport.
To enable its guests to maintain their daily 
sports routine, the resort provides state-
of-the-art facilities to promote health and 

fitness activities, including two VPadel 
courts, a fully-equipped gym, as well as an 
entertainment area, a kid’s club and pool 
to meet the needs of all members of the 
family.
Guests can also indulge in an amazing 
relaxation experience in the resort’s main 
swimming pool 24-hour and receive 
specialized and bespoke treatments at the 
SPA.
On this occasion, Mr. Henrik Christiansen, 
Estithmar Holding CEO, said: “Estithmar 
Ventures Real Estate Development, a 
subsidiary of Estithmar Holding, has a 
strategic goal to contribute to the growth of 
tourism in Qatar, and to enrich and diversify 
the tourism offerings by developing luxury 
hospitality destinations from luxury resorts, 
open and operate these resorts as quickly 
as possible to meet the increasing local 
and international demand on hospitality 
destinations, as a direct result of the fast 

growth of tourism sector in Qatar”.
“Estithmar Ventures has a sustainable 
business plan to diversify its portfolio 
of world-class tourist and hospitality 
destinations, aiming through its great 
expertise and capabilities to be an active 
contributor to the growth of tourism and 
consolidate Qatar’s position on the global 
hospitality scene. More projects and details 
in this sector will be revealed later this year” 
Christiansen added.
Last month, Estithmar Holding announced 
that its subsidiaries have established 6 new 
companies in the tourism, entertainment, 
hospitality and catering sectors, bringing the 
total number of its affiliated companies to 
45. This step reflects the group’s expansion, 
especially in the promising sectors with a 
projected increasing demand, that will lead 
to increase the group’s revenues.

Estithmar Holding CEO: Hospitality projects are our strategic choice to keep pace with the tourism growth in Qatar

Estithmar Holding reveals a new luxury resort in Aspire Zone

Premium Facilities

33 Villas 
With Private Pool

3 High-end 
Restaurants & Cafes

Wellness Center

Sport Club

Padel Court
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DPS-MIS student gets 1st rank
in ICAI Commerce Quiz contest
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Samyak Shah, a student of 
DPS modern Indian School 
(DPS-mIS), secured first 
rank in the Level-2 category 
of the ICaI Commerce Quiz 
2022 competition, conduct-
ed by the Institute of Char-
tered accountants of India 

recently.
as many as 90 students 

from DPS-mIS participated 
in the various levels of the on-
line competition and several 
of them received cash prizes, 
certificates of merit and cer-
tificates of appreciation.

Students from all over the 
world took part in the quiz 
competition.

Bosch showcases security 
and surveillance products

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

BoSCh, the German technol-
ogy giant, recently showcased 
advancements in the field of 
CCTV, access control, public 
address, voice alarm, confer-
encing and intrusion systems 
at the Business Park at the 
Crowne Plaza hotel in Doha. 

The event was organised 
by Video home & Electronic 
Center, which is an associated 
of Bosch since 2014 for the dis-
tribution of Bosch security and 
surveillance products in Qatar. 

addressing system inte-
grators at the event, ahmad 
abou Zainab, regional business 
development manager, said: 
“Bosch launched new products, 
services and software for creat-
ing customized solutions that 
enhance security, improve safe-
ty and deliver insights.” a new 
video surveillance service was 
explained, which offers flexibil-
ity to monitor, manage record 

and replay from anywhere. It 
helps site managers, and se-
curity and operations team to 
make quick decisions when 
faced with alarms, preventing 
them from becoming accidents.

‘Praesensa’, a fully-IP-
based and feature-rich, state-
of-the-art public address and 
voice communication system 
combines superior cost effi-
ciency and audio quality with 
ease of installation, integration 
and use. a built-in redundancy 
feature of Praesensa highlights 
the feature of no single point of 
failure in the system. 

Bosch access control sys-
tems with BIS integrations 
seamlessly connect with other 
Bosch subsystems and third-
party systems through oPC 
protocol for efficient operation 
by controlling, monitoring and 
investigation via one single 
point.

across the globe Bosch’s 
products are synonymous with 
high quality of performance 

and hence are used in critical 
infrastructure, intelligent traf-
fic management, city surveil-
lance and education. a very 
strong and technologically ad-
vanced team of system integra-
tors across Qatar have installed 
several Bosch product in foot-
ball stadiums, airport expan-
sion projects, defense projects, 
Q Rail and metro maintenance 
projects, traffic monitoring and 
infrastructure projects, health 
care, education, transporta-
tion, commercial sector and 
residential projects.  

“according to the current 
trends, the future generation 
Internet of Things (IoT) will 
be combined with artificial In-
telligence (aI). There will be 
immense possibilities for con-
nected security devices beyond 
their traditional usage,” said C V 
Rappai, director & CEo  of Vid-
eo home & Electronic Center. 

For more information on 
Bosch products and solutions, 
visit www.jumboqatar.com.

Park Hyatt Doha unveils Eid
packages and special offers

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

PaRk hyatt Doha, a luxury 
hospitality pioneer and so-
phisticated luxury retreat in 
the cultural heart of the city, 
msheireb Downtown Doha, has 
announced a host of attractive 
staycation offers to mark Eid 
al-adha festivities with family 
and friends. 

Centrally located in msheir-
eb, the cultural heart of Doha, 
Park hyatt Doha provides a 
sophisticated re-treat, close to 
the city’s most iconic experi-
ences. Standing as the tallest 
hotel in msheireb Downtown, 
the property offers Doha’s most 
enviable views. 

The hotel is surrounded by 
four museums, including the 
museum of Islamic art, offering 
guests the chance to immerse 
themselves in masterful works 
of art, de-stress with a carefully 
curated spa treat-ment, take 
part in an exquisite culinary 
journey, socialise in private din-
ing rooms or swim in the orange 
glow of a late afternoon arabian 
sun while indulging in the pano-
ramic views of Doha’s iconic 
land-marks. 

To make Eid al-adha mem-
ories a lasting one, Park hyatt 
Doha has created an array of 
special stay-cation offers for its 
guests with special rates on City 
View rooms, boasting amaz-
ing views of the vi-brant city of 

Doha for QR850 per room per 
night for a double room with a 
king or twin bed. 

The premium 90sqm Park 
Suite is priced at QR1,400 per 
room per night for a double 
room, featuring one king bed, a 
living room and a dining room, 
and a marble bathroom with a 
soaking tub and rain shower. 
moreover, a limited number 
of Standard twin rooms are 
also available at a special rate 
of QR750 per room per night 

as well as an option of Deluxe 
king rooms at QR950 per room 
per night. This special package 
is also inclusive of breakfast in 
opus restaurant for two persons 
and a 20 percent discount on 
dining and spa treatments. 

Roger Saad, general man-
ager at Park hyatt Doha, said: 
“on the joyous occasion of Eid, 
we would like to extend our 
greetings to all GCC families. at 
Park hyatt Doha, guests will get 
a chance to enjoy a memorable 

stay with us, spend special mo-
ments with their families and 
friends while indulging in our 
great offers tailored for them 
on this occasion. We look for-
ward to welcoming our guests 
amid our warm and welcom-
ing atmosphere, and offer them 
world-class services and exqui-
site experiences that will surpass 
their expectations.” 

In addition to the Eid pack-
ages, Park hyatt Doha offers 
a variety of sumptuous buffets 
over the week-ends. Japanese 
food lovers are invited to Sora’s 
Sky Brunch with an epic pano-
ramic terrace overlooking Do-
ha’s skyline, a delectable Japa-
nese sharing-style menu, special 
beverages and live DJ entertain-
ment starting from QR275 in-
clusive of soft beverages.  

The hotel is centrally located 
only 16 kilomitres away from the 
hamad International airport for 
easy transfers. It is also easily 
accessible by metro, being mere 
steps away from the msheireb 
Station, which connects all three 
lines of the national rail. It is very 
close to the city’s most iconic ex-
periences such as Souq Waqif 
and the picturesque Corniche 
which leads to the skyline of 
West Bay’s commercial towers. 

This offer will be available 
over the entire week of the Eid 
holiday, valid from July 8 to 15 
July 2022. For more inquiries 
and for reservations, contact 
+974 4009 1234.

Hameed Al Husseinie College
bags DTL championship title

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

hamEED al husseinie Col-
lege emerged Double Trouble 
League (DTL) champions here 
on June 30 for the first time 
after the disqualification of 
Puttalam Zahira College. 

hameedians beat Negom-
bo hilal College 1-0 to take 
the first spot while the latter 
beat mawanella Zahira 3-2 to 
secure the second place in the 
points table. 

Double Trouble League 
was organised by a group of 
Colombo hameed al hus-
seinie College old boys. The 
matches were played at the 
Ideal Indian School.

hameedains were beaten 
by Puttalam Zahira in their 
second league match by 4-0. 
however, Puttalam Zahira 
missed the opportunity to se-
cure the league champions 
title due breaching the league 
rules. “accepting the decision 
also part of a game and we 

congratulate the league cham-
pions for their easy win,” Put-
talam Zahira representative 
Isham marikar said.

Teams representing Gam-
pola Zahira College, Negom-
bo al hilal National College, 
Panadura Jeelan National 
College, madampa al misbah 
Vidyalaya, mawanella Baduri-
ya College and mawanella Za-
hira College also participated 
in the league, and they gave 
their best to hold up their 
school’s name.

MES Indian School organises 
summer camp for its students

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

mES Indian School organised a 
summer camp for its students 
of grades I to  VIII from June 
22 to 28. Principal of the school 
hameeda kadar inaugurated 
the camp. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
she said that such initiatives 
help students develop their in-
nate talents besides familiar-
ising them with their existing 
skills.

The week-long summer 
camp saw students engage in 
different fun-filled activities. 
They had an array of activities 
to choose from such as line art, 
fun and fact with science, be 
a crafter, figure it out, chitter- 
chatter, fitness freaks, crafting, 
take the lead, tap the feet and 
twirl, crack the illusion, master-

ing the phases of moon, Chinese 
whisper and draw with lines, 
caption that, art on coffee mug, 
drawing, calligraphy, musical 
and acting talent’s ride, word 
games, Vedic mathematics, role 
play and career day, wall décor 
making, pista shell craft, me-
hendi designing, pencil draw-
ing, talent show, scrap book 
making, rang amizy, make over, 

hello namasthe, music fest, taste 
experience, reels, mask, curtain 
call, passion pavers, fruit styling, 
football fantasia, jogos interiors, 
paint pack, the leader builder, 
and master mind’ etc.

‘makeover’, a virtual chat 
with the principal was the 
highlight of the camp, which 
provided a unique platform 
for the students to interact 

with the principal on diverse 
topics. maTR 2022, musical 
& acting Talents’ Ride, en-
thralled everyone.

‘hello Namasthe’, a yoga 
session had a positive impact 
in terms of physical and mental 
well-being. The learners zeal-
ously participated the planned 
activities of their choice. The 
camp was well appreciated by 
everyone. The overwhelming 
responses received through re-
views and feedback was a moti-
vating factor for the organisers.

a host of fascinating activi-
ties were held during the closing 
ceremony. The school ICT de-
partment provided the technical 
support for the smooth conduct 
of the digital programme. Sree-
jith, mohammed Riyasudheen, 
Sijila Das and Remya Nandaku-
mar were the coordinators for 
the summer camp 2022.
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The Administrative Con-
trol and Transparency Au-
thority organised a training 
programme on ‘Assessment 
and Prevention of Corrup-
tion Risks in Governmental 
Institutions’, with the aim of 
enhancing the knowledge of 
the participants in the field of 

corruption-risk assessment. 
The course familiarised 

the participating officials 
with the different approaches 
to assess corruption risks, 
the measures to prevent and 
mitigate these risks, and the 
transition from a rules-based 
approach to a risk-based ap-
proach in the application of 
anti-corruption standards.

The training aimed to en-

hance the ability of govern-
ment institutions to assess 
and prevent corruption risks. 

It combined theoretical and 
practical aspects in an interac-
tive way, where each partici-
pant gained theoretical knowl-
edge and practice on applying 
the skills in a practical way.

The training programme 
comes within the framework of 
the development plan pursued 

by the Administrative Control 
and Transparency Authority 
to enhance the capabilities of 
public officials, raise their effi-
ciency and provide them with 
knowledge that advances their 
scientific and practical capa-
bilities in the areas of integrity, 
transparency and prevention 
of corruption, which contrib-
utes to building an important 
pillar in Qatar National Vision 

2030, represented in human 
development.

The authority has adopted 
educational and training pro-
grammes to raise awareness of 
state employees, especially the 
employees of financial institu-
tions, and train them to use 
advanced methods to detect 
corruption, and prepare them 
to cooperate with the author-
ity in this field.

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

hAmAd Bin Khalifa Universi-
ty (hBKU) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (moU) 
with the Qatar Financial Cen-
tre Regulatory Authority (QF-
CRA) on June 30. The moU 
aims to serve as a framework 
for cooperation relating to the 
development and understand-
ing of the law and its imple-
mentation between hBKU 
and the QFCRA.

The moU was officially 
signed by dean Susan L Kara-
manian of the College of Law 
at hBKU and michael G Ryan, 
Chief executive Officer of the 
QFCRA. Others in attendance 
at the signing ceremony were 
Prue morris, managing direc-
tor, Policy, Legal and enforce-
ment and Farah Abdulrahman 
Al muftah, deputy managing 
director, Policy, Legal and en-
forcement from the QFCRA; 
Laith hammad, Partnership 
Officer, hBKU President’s 
Office; and Faisal Al Janahi, 

Senior digital Specialist from 
hBKU.

Commenting on the moU, 
dean Karamanian of hBKU’s 
College of Law stated: “Over 
the past four years, the Col-
lege of Law has worked closely 
with the Qatar Financial Cen-
tre (QFC). Given this existing 
relationship and our expertise 
in legal aspects of financial 
services, including innovative 
areas such as the blockchain 
and cryptocurrencies, it is only 
natural for us to extend our 
engagement specifically to the 
QFCRA. The relationship will 
enable College of Law faculty 
and students to work closely 
with QFCRA experts to ad-
dress a variety of aspects of 
financial services regulation 
so that they are aligned with 
international best practices. 
Further, the relationship will 
give our students critical expe-
riential learning as they navi-
gate through the sophisticated 
regulatory environment of the 
QFC.”

QFCRA CeO michael G 

Ryan said: “We are pleased 
that our partnership with 
hBKU’s College of Law gives 
us an excellent opportunity to 
collaborate, share knowledge 
and further enhance Qatar’s 
legal landscape, in particular 
financial services regulation. 
We look forward to working 
closely with both the faculty 
and students at the College of 
Law and providing prospects 
for an exchange of knowl-

edge and experience between 
both parties. Additionally, 
this marks the QFCRA’s third 
moU with hBKU, and we look 
forward to our continued co-
operation with the institution 
as a whole.”

Under the moU, hBKU 
and QFCRA aim to explore ar-
eas of opportunities for collab-
oration in relation to legal as-
pects of financial services and 
sharing knowledge of financial 

services regulation. In connec-
tion to the moU, QFCRA and 
hBKU aim to host lectures 
and symposia, provide intern-
ship opportunities to students, 
and embark on joint research 
activities. The moU comes as 
part of both parties’ commit-
ment and shared goal of build-
ing legal capacity within Qatar 
to help Qatar achieve the ob-
jectives set forth in Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Administrative Control and Transparency Authority
hosts training course on corruption risk assessment

QFCRA and HBKU’s College of Law sign agreement

Zulal Wellness Resort unveils its new signature Serenity Beauty Retreat

Labour inspectors hone skills at occupational health & safety workshop

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

ZULAL Wellness Resort by 
Chiva-Som, the region’s larg-
est holistic wellness resort and 
the world’s first contemporary 
showcase of Traditional Arabic 
& Islamic medicine (TAIm), 
announced the launch of its 
new, signature Serenity Beau-
ty Retreat, aimed at support-
ing guests to rediscover and 
renew themselves and bring 
out their inner glow.

Zulal Wellness Resort’s 
Serenity Beauty Retreat is 
based on the resort’s philoso-
phy which adopts a complete 
approach to beauty where 
physical appearance reflects 
the deeper levels of the mind, 
body, and soul and where we 

work on inner and outer aes-
thetic appearance in the belief 
that feeling good goes hand 
with looking good. A compre-
hensive approach to physical 
and mental health can ulti-
mately result in healthier radi-
ant skin. 

The retreats offer an initial 
consultation where the guests 
will receive thorough skin as-
sessment by expert derma-
tologists of Zulal’s resident 
dermatologist, dr mohamed 
Lasheen. 

dr Lasheen, with his ex-
tensive expertise, will select 
the most suitable skincare 
treatments and packages for 
guests to obtain their opti-
mum healthy radiant skin.

The retreat includes an 
in-depth health and wellness 

consultation, followed by a 
host of Zulal’s revolutionary 
treatments, including Jetpeel, 
Bioplasma, Spectra XT, Can-
dela, and others.

The treatments are com-
plimented by bespoke daily 
wellness cuisine meals that 
nourish from within and ac-
cess to Zulal’s services and 
amenities, all to truly help 
guests immerse themselves in 
the experience and achieve op-
timum goals.

Commenting on the re-
juvenation and healthy skin 
retreat, Sandie Johannessen, 
director of health and Well-
ness at Zulal Wellness Resort, 
said: “We are happy to intro-
duce this specially curated ex-
perience for our guests as the 
latest addition to our extensive 

wellness treatments and re-
treats here at Zulal. While out-
ward glowing beauty is a goal 
for many of us, the true work 
happens deep in our body and 
mind and then translates to 
our hair and skin. A healthy 
body radiates a charming in-
ner glow, and our team is hap-
py to assist our guests towards 
becoming happier and more 
beautiful inside out.”

The new retreat, comes 
in 3-night, 5-night, 7-night, 
10-night, and 14-night packag-
es, and combines treatments 
and services from Zulal’s Se-
renity menu.

For further information 
or reservations, please con-
tact the Zulal team at reserva-
tions@zulal.com or call +974 
4477 6500.

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

The ministry of Labour, in 
cooperation with the Interna-
tional Labour Organization 
(ILO) and doha University of 
Science and Technology, or-
ganised a training workshop 
aimed at qualifying the min-
istry’s inspectors for the Ne-
BOSh International General 
Certificate in Occupational 
health and Safety.

The training course came 
within the framework of the 
ministry’s continuous and 
joint efforts with the ILO to 

enhance the safety and health 
of workers in the workplace, 
the proficiency of inspectors 
and their ability to identify 
and mitigate risks in the work 
environment.

The two-week training 
course was attended by 18 
male and female inspectors 
from the ministry, where they 
attained the skills that are 
needed during their work and 
while inspecting work sites 
and labour accommodations.

The training course tackled 
the duties of managing health 
and safety in the workplace, 
how health and safety man-

agement systems work and 
how to put them in place, risk 
management, understanding 
people and processes, how to 
monitor and measure health 
and safety, and the risk assess-
ment mechanism.

The trainees will undergo 
an international test to obtain 
the International Certificate 
in Occupational Safety and 
health (NeBOSh), which is 
one of the important training 
courses for inspectors of the 
Labour Inspection depart-
ment.

The Labour Inspection de-
partment implements Labour 

legislations and conducts peri-
odic and surprise inspections 
of work sites and places of 
residence, in addition to edu-
cating the public about Labour 
legislations, controlling viola-
tions, issuing warnings, and 
ensuring that establishments 
take preventive measures in 
the field of occupational health 
and safety.

The Labour Inspection de-
partment is divided into three 
sections: The Wages Protec-
tion Section (WPS), the La-
bour Inspection Section, and 
the Occupational Safety and 
health Standards Section.

Jabra back in Qatar 
under Modern Home 
umbrella, launches 
wireless earbuds line
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha 

JABRA, the world-leading 
brand in audio, video and 
collaboration solutions, has 
marked a return to Qatar with 
its latest products and a pres-
ence stronger than ever. 

After a two-year hiatus, 
Jabra now operates in Qatar 
under the umbrella of mod-
ern home, offering innovative 
products engineered to em-
power consumers and busi-
nesses.

Jabra’s engineering excel-
lence is built on 150 years of 
pioneering work within the GN 
Group, which was founded in 
1869, and operates in 100 coun-
tries. Jabra is world-renowned 
for creating integrated tools 
for contact centres, offices and 
collaborations that help profes-
sionals work more productively 
from anywhere. Its wireless 
headphones and earbuds en-
able consumers to better enjoy 
calls, music and media.

As it announces its return 
to the market, Jabra is pre-
senting three products within 
its latest elite true wireless 
line-up – the elite Pro, elite 
Active and core elite lines. 
The line-up is now available 
at modern home at Al maha 
Centre on Salwa Road, FNAC 
at Lagoona mall, doha Festi-
val City and Place Vendôme, 
Virgin megastore at Villaggio, 
Landmark, mall of Qatar and 
Place Vendôme, and other 
major electronics retailers in 
Qatar.

The line-up includes the 
Jabra elite 7 Pro, a revolu-
tionary product that features 
Jabra multiSensor Voice tech-
nology, offering best-in-class 

call performance. Jabra is 
also releasing the elite 7 Ac-
tive with pioneering ShakeG-
rip coating, perfect for those 
active lifestyles. Finally, the 
third addition to the range is 
the Jabra elite 3, which brings 
fantastic sound while on the 
go to a wide audience. This 
redefined elite range signifies 
the latest breakthrough in true 
wireless technology: each one 
is specifically engineered to re-
invent the true wireless expe-
rience by introducing new and 
unique technologies optimised 
for specific use cases in a sleek 
and modern design.

As one of the first compa-
nies to introduce true wire-
less technology, Jabra has 
taken six generations’ worth 
of learning and is reinventing 
true wireless to better fit the 
needs of today’s millions of 
true wireless users. The new 
elite range is tailored for spe-
cific use scenarios. 

Jabra’s new Pro category is 
designed for those who want 
the best of the best for calls and 
music, allowing users to expe-
rience true wireless without 
limits. Jabra’s Active category 
is tailored for sports and active 
lifestyles and the earbuds are 
specifically engineered to stay 
put when you sweat. 

Finally, elite 3 makes up 
part of Jabra’s core category, 
a new standard for entry-level, 
on-the-go sound. The return of 
Jabra to Qatar reinforces mod-
ern home’s portfolio of provid-
ing its customers with interna-
tionally-respected brands. It 
also reflects its unique posi-
tion as the preferred choice 
for brands that are looking to 
establish a strong presence in 
the local market.
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Five different packages are available at Serenity Beauty Retreat to help guests replenish their inner beauty.
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B
rigadier engineer Moham-
ed abdullah al Malki, member 
of the National Committee for 
Traffic Safety, Secretary and 
Head of the delegation, has 

reiterated Qatar’s commitment to im-
plementing the United Nations plan 
for 2030, which aims to reduce the 
number of deaths and injuries result-
ing from road accidents by 50% by 
that date.

Brigadier al Malki pointed to the 
interest that was manifested in the es-
tablishment of the state’s pioneering 
national committee for traffic safety 
entrusted with the task of drawing up 
general traffic policies and providing 
solutions and proposals which im-
proves the level of traffic safety on the 
country’s roads in all its engineering, 
technical and human fields.

This came as Qatar, represented by 
a delegation from the National Traf-
fic Safety Committee, participated in 
the United Nations general assembly 
High-Level Meeting dedicated to dis-
cuss improving the topic of road safety 
under the slogan Horizon 2030 for 
road Safety with the participation of 
more than 130 countries represented 
by high-level delegations.

The agenda of the meeting covered 
a number of topics, including the adop-
tion of a concise, action-oriented and 
agreed political declaration submitted 
by the President of the United Nations 
general assembly for adoption, a dis-
cussion of road safety contained in the 
United Nations 2030 agenda, as well 
as a dialogue between relevant stake-
holders to achieve results and more 
effective achievements, enhance the 
interactive dialogue on investing in 
road safety, and share experiences and 
benefit from them in addressing the 
remaining gaps in the process of im-
plementing the second United Nations 
decade of action for road Safety.

Brigadier al Malki delivered a 
statement at the meeting on the state 
of traffic safety in Qatar, reviewing 
the country’s experience in improving 
road safety and the great attention it 
attaches to this matter and its unique 
experience in road safety management 
in the Middle east and in developing 

countries, where the issue of preserv-
ing the lives and property of society 
and the states components occupies an 
advanced position in its social and eco-
nomic policy.

The head of the delegation added 
that since its establishment, the com-
mittee has played an active role in im-
proving the level of road safety through 
several measures that it has implement-
ed and which made it achieve advanced 
results in this field, which resulted in 
reducing the road accident death rate 
per 100,000 people by 49% during the 
period of implementing the first work 
contract of the United Nations for road 
Safety from 2010-2020 which coincid-
ed with the country’s implementation 
of its National Traffic Safety Strategy 
for the period from 2013 - 2022. 

He referred to the preparations 
that the National Traffic Safety Com-
mittee is currently making to launch 
its implementation plan for road safety 
at the beginning of the new year 2023, 
in conjunction with the second United 
Nations decade of action for road 
Safety for the period from 2021-2030, 
which aims to reduce the number road 
traffic deaths and injuries by at least 
50% by 2030.

Brigadier al Maliki listed the most 
important achievements of Qatar in the 
field of road safety during the period of 
implementing its strategy, which was 
to reduce the response time for emer-
gency calls to less than 5 seconds, and 
the response time of ambulance and 

rescue services to reach accident sites 
to 8 minutes, which contributed to sav-
ing lives of many accident victims, and 
thus reducing the death rate.

Qatar also developed the road 
network and increased its length and 
capacity for traffic, while meeting the 
highest standards of road safety and es-
tablishing 258 km of lanes for bicycles 
and pedestrians, which led to a reduc-
tion in the number of accidents on the 
roads, in addition to raising the level 
of traffic awareness in the community 
through traffic awareness programmes 
carried out by the state in the period 
from 2010 to 2020, which reflected 
positively on the behavior of road us-
ers including drivers, passengers and 
pedestrians, thus reducing the rate of 
road accidents and the governments 
adoption of United Nations road safety 
resolutions contained in the United Na-
tions Sustainable development goals.

Brigadier general al Maliki re-
ferred to the challenges facing countries 
and peoples of the world in the field of 
improving road safety contained in 
the United Nations 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable development, stressing 
the importance of this meeting, which 
opens the way for a dialogue between 
the relevant stakeholders, to achieve 
more effective results and achieve-
ments as well as strengthening the in-
teractive dialogue on investing in road 
safety and exchanging experiences and 
benefiting from them in addressing 
the remaining gaps in the process of 

implementing the second United Na-
tions decade of action for road Safety 
and addressing the challenges posed by 
road accidents, which is considered the 
biggest problem threatening the social 
and economic foundations of coun-
tries, with millions of victims die or 
suffer from permanent disability which 
causes the suffering of many families in 
world countries, especially in countries 
that suffer from weak infrastructure of 
road networks and their lack of safety 
standards needed for providing secu-
rity and safety for their users.

in its statement, Qatar called on 
countries to cooperate and work to-
gether to achieve the goals of the Unit-
ed Nations Second decade of action for 
road Safety, as traffic safety represents 
the importance of achieving sustaina-
ble human development, in addition to 
establishing a secretariat to coordinate 
the work of civil society organizations 
and interested national civil bodies in 
road safety in order to activate its role 
and enable it to play an active role in 
efforts to improve road safety. 

it also suggested that the United 
Nations form a technical team of ex-
perts and specialists in the field of road 
safety to provide technical support to 
poor countries and help them improve 
the level of road safety in them, and 
called for an effective mechanism for 
exchanging information and experi-
ences between countries in order to 
enhance and improve the level of road 
safety in all countries.

Opinion

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Qatar Affirms Commitment To 
Implementing UN Road Safety Plan

Qatar calls on countries to cooperate and work together to achieve the goals of the  
United Nations Second Decade of Action for Road Safety, as traffic safety represents the 

importance of achieving sustainable human development
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On Gun Control, Young People Might Be Our Last Hope
IsAAc LozANo

A
NNa Pham is not your typical activ-
ist. at just 11 years old, she became 
passionate about gun control after the 
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
douglas High School in 2018. Join-

ing other teens in March for Our Lives, a 
national student-led movement against gun 
violence, anna turned to activism because 
she was “tired of seeing my representatives 
not doing anything and just tweeting.”

Now a rising junior at Murrieta Val-
ley High School in California, anna has led 
crowds of up to 8,000 protesters demand-
ing gun safety reform — and she’s part of 
a generation that may be our last hope for 
meaningful change.

anna said the failure to prevent recent 
gun violence is a result of politicians’ inac-
tion. “We elect them to represent us and 
protect us and serve us,” anna said. “For the 
past few years, they’ve clearly seen the out-
cry of public opinion, and how we are hon-
estly tired of children dying, family mem-
bers dying or our neighbours dying.”

anna’s frustration is no surprise after 
the carnage of this year’s shootings in Uval-
de, Texas, and Buffalo, New York. Teen-
agers like her are growing up in an age in 
which such brutalities — among more than 
256 mass shootings just this year — are a 
regular byproduct of american life. Polls 
show a majority of american teenagers 
worry about school shootings, and for good 
reason: More than 800 children and teens 
have been killed in firearm-related incidents 

so far this year.
“it’s almost a part of the universal 

american high school experience to be very 
jumpy at anything that could resemble a 
threat to gun violence, whether that is a 
concerning post on social media, or even a 
sound at school that resembles a gunshot,” 
Nick Nyein, a recent graduate of golden 
Valley High School in Santa Clarita, told me.

american children are also especially 
vulnerable to bloodshed compared with 
those in similarly wealthy countries. The 
chance that a US child dies from a firearm 
is 36 times higher than other high-income 
countries. in 2020, firearms surpassed car 
crashes as the leading cause of death for 
U.S. children and adolescents. “even when 
i’m in public, i’m still under this constant 
threat of being a victim of gun violence … it 
just never ends in that, once again, this fear 
is gonna follow me,” Nyein said.

But youth activists i talked to say they 
refuse to collapse under despair. They be-
lieve their demands can become political 
realities if more young people engage in po-
litical activism, whether through social me-
dia, petition signing or volunteering to boost 
voter registration.

“everybody kind of knows this when 
they hear the term ‘activism,’ but not many 
understand that it can actually create 
change,” anna said.

Since the shooting death of 17 students 
in Parkland, Florida, in 2018 and the subse-
quent rise of the March for Our Lives move-
ment, students have been at the forefront 
of gun safety protests in the United States. 

Young activists have built massive social 
media followings and are registering people 
to vote on this issue.

generation Z is not a monolith, but 
despite having the most anxiety about the 
future, it’s the generation most eager for 
change. “Many people my age are defined 
by a greater sense of political efficacy be-
cause they’ve grown up with organizations 
like March for Our Lives and so many young 
activists over the course of 2018 to 2022,” 

Nyein said.
in 2018 alone, 67 gun safety bills were 

passed in 26 states and Washington, d.C., 
according to the giffords Law Center to Pre-
vent gun Violence, in part because of stu-
dent activism around the Parkland shooting 
and efforts of organizations such as Moms 
demand action. These efforts are resurging 
amid recent tragedies, with youth advocates 
forming grass-roots coalitions and con-
fronting elected officials, including Florida 
gov. ron deSantis.

None of this is to say children should 
have to shoulder responsibilities that other-
wise belong to elected officials.

“it’s pretty sad that my mother has to 
sit down and talk to my brother, who was a 
fifth-grader, and tell him what to do in case” 
of a shooting, Zaineh Saleh, a sophomore 
at Hollywood High School, told me. “We 
shouldn’t be telling small kids that there is 
a chance something like this might happen.”

Zaineh said that educating her peers is 
“the least i can do.” Zaineh is co-president 
of her school’s Students demand action 
chapter and helped organize a walkout for 
students after a school bus was shot with a 
BB gun. “The least we can do is show sup-
port that we are not OK with this,” Saleh 
said. “We’ve received backlash, but ... that’s 
not a reason to stop.”

anna said that after her protest, she was 
contacted by Los angeles City atty. Mike 
Feuer and the Los angeles County Board of 
Supervisors to discuss expanding gun regu-
lations. in the meantime, anna is working 
to expand tool kits for hosting voter regis-

tration booths and step-by-step guides for 
people to join local rallies, town halls or 
contact their representatives.

“We’re not done yet,” anna said. “it’s 
just the start.”

Last week, President Joe Biden signed a 
landmark gun control measure that tough-
ens background checks and funds men-
tal health initiatives. But the new law fails 
to include two core demands of activists: 
universal background checks and a ban on 
assault weapons. a recent Supreme Court 
ruling that struck down a New York law re-
stricting the carrying of handguns in public 
may make stricter gun regulations harder 
to achieve. But that doesn’t mean progress 
can’t be made.

if those in power won’t commit to end-
ing gun violence, we must look to mass 
movements for change — and it’s only natu-
ral that high schoolers and college students 
are the ones spearheading them. They’re the 
ones inheriting the future. Their activism 
rings of antiwar resistance during the Viet-
nam War, where protests on college cam-
puses helped shift public sentiment over 
time, and builds on a centuries-long tradi-
tion of student activism in the U.S.

it’s often after the stomping and shout-
ing that powerful people finally listen to the 
young and disenfranchised.

(Isaac Lozano is a summer 2022 
Opinion intern at the Los Angeles 
Times. He is a rising sophomore at 
Stanford University, where he is 
studying political science.)

WiTHiN hours of the news 
that more than 50 mi-
grants had died in the back 

of a tractor-trailer near San 
antonio on Monday, the men, 
women and children having 
been baked alive in the blister-
ing Texas heat, anti-immigrant 
republicans quickly descended 
into blaming President Joe 
Biden. Not because he had any-
thing directly to do with this 
disaster, this act of mass tor-
ture, this surreal tragedy; this 
was clearly the work of human 
traffickers taking advantage 
of desperate people willing to 
risk everything for a new life in 
the United States. The finger-
pointing also wasn’t because the 
president lacked compassion 
for those trying to circumvent 
restrictive border policies; quite 
the contrary: He had demon-
strated too much.

in the eyes of Texas gov. 
greg abbott, Biden is at fault 
because he’s too soft on the 
Southern border. His walls 
aren’t long enough, his border 
guards not numerous or ag-
gressive enough, his detention 
facilities not overcrowded or 
inhumane enough, his unwill-
ingness to treat asylum-seekers 
as chattel a sign of weakness 
instead of what it is — an act of 
civility and kindness.

“These deaths are on 
Biden,” abbott pronounced on 
Twitter before any bodies could 
be buried or, in many cases, 
even identified. “They are a re-
sult of his deadly open border 
policies. They show the deadly 
consequences of his refusal to 
enforce the law.”

On July 4th, the nation 
will celebrate its independ-
ence, gained 246 years ago by 
people who had much more in 
common with the San antonio 
victims than with grandstand-
ing politicians — their families 
rooted even further from the 
US border than the new arriv-
als who died getting here. Peo-
ple like greg abbott or donald 
Trump can’t bring themselves 
to see today’s generation of im-
migrants as human, let alone 
equivalent to the founders. They 
prefer to call them “illegals.”

This year, let the holiday 
not just be commemorated with 
fireworks, parades and fanfare, 

listening to the “Hamilton” 
soundtrack or the marches of 
John Philip Sousa, or attend-
ing backyard barbecues or 
spending an afternoon at the 
community pool. rather, let us 
take a moment to recall our his-
tory as a nation of immigrants. 
How can we care so little about 
the welfare of people seeking a 
better life from beyond our bor-
ders, as our forebears did? How 
much stronger could the United 
States be if more people were 
legally admitted at the southern 
border? in the middle of a labor 
shortage, why is this not the ob-
vious solution?

Could it be about race?
How could it not?
“We hold these truths to 

be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty 
and the Pursuit of happiness.” 
except, of course, we don’t hold 
all men equal. Or women for 
that matter. We did not in 1776. 
We do not in 2022. Yes, we have 
outlawed slavery. We have tak-
en steps to support equal rights 
for women (then rolled some 
back). But to exist as a person 
of color in this country today is 
to face a lower life expectancy, 
a greater likelihood of impris-
onment or violent death, and 
a host of systemic obstacles to 
success — including a denial by 
conservatives that these disad-
vantages exist at all.

When europeans die 5,000 
miles away in Ukraine, we im-
mediately and rightly look for 
ways to help protect them, to 
defend them, to find homes for 
them. Can’t we show the same 
compassion for those fleeing 
economic disaster in Mexico 
or guatemala, Honduras and 
el Salvador? They are not our 
enemies; although those who 
would take advantage of them 
and leave them in a death trap 
should be regarded as such. Let 
us never forget that eight of the 
56 signers of the declaration of 
independence were not born 
in america. Helping our fellow 
human beings doesn’t make us 
weaker, it makes us stronger — 
and a step closer to achieving 
the lofty ideals the framers had 
in mind.

On This July 4th, Can US 
Reconcile Its Immigrant 

Roots With Its Anti-
Immigrant Politics?

A photo of Eliahana Cruz Torres (10), who died 
in the mass shooting, is placed at a make-
shift memorial at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas, on May 30.
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World

AIR AGGRESSION

Agencies 

At least five people have died 
and dozens of others injured 
after at least three earth-
quakes with a preliminary 
magnitude of more than six 
hit the province of Hormoz-
gan in southern Iran.

two of the strongest 
shocks were registered at 
magnitude 6.3, but the one 
that inflicted all the casualties 
is thought to be an initial mag-
nitude 6.1 quake at a depth of 
about 10km (6.2 miles) below 
the surface that hit in the early 
hours of Saturday.

“All of the victims died in 
the first earthquake and no one 
was harmed in the next two 
severe quakes as people were 
already outside their homes,” 
local official Foad Moradza-
deh was quoted as saying by 
the state news agency IRNA.

At least 30 aftershocks 
were felt in villages and 
towns near Bandar Abbas, lo-
cal officials said, adding that 
tremors were also felt in the 
neighbouring United Arab 
Emirates.

the quakes sent thou-
sands of people into the 
streets, where they spent the 

rest of the night. Many people 
are still staying in tents that 
local authorities and emer-
gency services have set up.

Yaqoub Soleimani, the sec-
retary general of the local Red 
Crescent emergency aid ser-
vice, told Iranian state media 
the search and rescue opera-
tions have concluded and no 

more casualties are expected.
He said setting up cooling 

systems for those affected by 
the tremors is a challenge as 
local temperatures reach as 
high as 45 degrees Celsius.

Videos on social media 
and those aired by state tel-
evision showed homes de-
stroyed in several villages. 
Dozens of villages also briefly 
lost power.

Iran’s southern provinces 
have recently seen several 
powerful earthquakes, but 
casualties and damages have 
been limited. the state tV 
said 150 quakes and tremors 

had struck western Hormoz-
gan over the past month.

two powerful quakes hit 
an area near the island of 
Qeshm, close to Bandar Ab-
bas, in November last year, 
leaving one person dead.

In April last year, a magni-
tude 5.9 earthquake hit Bush-
ehr, where a major nuclear 
power plant is located, but it 
did not cause much damage.

In southeastern Iran’s Ker-
man province, a 6.6 magni-
tude earthquake killed more 
than 31,000 people and flat-
tened the ancient city of Bam 
in 2003.

At least 5 killed in magnitude 6.1 earthquake in southern Iran

Rare protests break out in 
Uzbek’s autonomous region 
over constitution reform plan

Agencies 

RARE public protests have 
broken out in Uzbekistan’s 
Karakalpakstan autonomous 
republic over a planned con-
stitutional reform that would 
change its status, Uzbek au-
thorities say.

Karakalpakstan, that en-
joys close ties with Russia, 
occupies about two-fourths of 
western Uzbekistan. It is home 
to Karakalpaks, a distinct eth-
nic minority group that speaks 
one of the turkic languages.

the current Uzbek consti-
tution describes it as a sover-
eign republic that has the right 
to secede by holding a referen-
dum.

Uzbekistan plans to hold 
a referendum in the com-
ing months on a new version 
of the constitution, which 
would no longer mention 
Karakalpakstan’s sovereignty 
or right to secession.

According to Uzbekistan’s 
interior ministry, “as a result 
of misunderstanding the con-
stitutional reforms”, a group 

of Karakalpakstan residents 
marched through its capital 
Nukus and held a rally at the 
city’s central market on Fri-
day.

the government of 
Karakalpakstan said in a 
statement that protesters had 
tried to take over government 
buildings, prompting police 
to intervene and detain their 
leaders and those who put up 
active resistance.

Order was later restored in 
the province, which has a pop-
ulation of two million people, 
the authorities in Uzbekistan 
said.

Constitutional re-
forms Changes concerning 
Karakalpakstan are part of 
broad constitutional reforms 
proposed by President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, which also include 
strengthening civil rights and 
extending the presidential 
term to seven years from five.

If the referendum endors-
es the reform, it will reset Mir-
ziyoyev’s term count and allow 
him to run for two more terms.

Mirziyoyev secured a sec-

ond five-year term in October 
with a sweeping 80.1 percent 
of the vote.

Zayniddin Nizamkhod-
jaev, the election commis-
sion’s chairman, said the vote 
had adhered to democratic 
standards. But observers from 
the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) said that Mirziyoyev’s 
reform agenda had not yet re-
sulted in a genuinely pluralis-
tic environment.

the 64-year-old faced four 
contenders who were loyal to 
his government.

“While multiple candi-
dates contested the election, 
there was no meaningful en-
gagement with each other or 
with voters, and candidates 
refrained from challenging or 
criticising the incumbent,” the 
observation mission said in a 
statement.

It also noted “significant 
procedural irregularities” on 
election day, adding that “im-
portant safeguards were often 
disregarded during voting, 
counting and tabulation”.

Agencies 

AN Israeli strike on Syria’s 
coast south of tartous has 
wounded two civilians on 
Saturday, the Syrian defence 
ministry says.

Damascus accused tel 
Aviv of launching an “air ag-
gression” from across the 
Mediterranean, west of Leba-
non’s northern city of tripoli, 
with several missiles targeting 
south of tartous.

“the Israeli enemy car-
ried out an air strike” at about 
6:30am near the town of al-
Hamidiyah, the ministry said 
in a statement, identifying the 
locations hit as poultry farms, 
without elaborating.

It “led to the injury of two 
civilians, including a woman”, 
the statement said.

there was no immediate 
reaction from Israel on the 
raid. While Israel rarely com-
ments on individual attacks, 
it has acknowledged carrying 
out hundreds of air raids in 
Syria since civil war broke out 
in 2011.

It says the strikes are nec-
essary to prevent regional ri-
val Iran from gaining a foot-
hold on its doorstep.

the raids have targeted 
Syrian government troops as 
well as allied Iran-backed forc-
es and fighters from the Leba-
nese Shia group Hezbollah.

Iran’s foreign minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian 
condemned the air strike at 
the start of a visit to the Syr-
ian capital Damascus on Sat-
urday.

Iran has been one of Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad’s 
strongest backers, sending 
thousands of fighters from 
around the region to help his 
troops.

Amirabdollahian’s trip to 
Syria comes five days after 
he visited turkish President 
Recep tayyip Erdogan, who 
repeatedly expressed his in-
tention to conduct a major 
military operation against 
US-allied Syrian Kurdish fight-
ers — an attempt that failed in 
2019.

“We understand the con-
cerns of our neighbour turkey 
but we oppose any military 

measure in Syria,” Amirabdol-
lahian said on Saturday, add-

ing that Iran is trying to 
solve the “misunderstanding 
between turkey and Syria 
through dialogue.” the raid 
was the first since June 10, 
when Israeli strikes on Da-
mascus International Airport 
rendered its runways unus-
able for weeks.

the airport was targeted by 
a volley of missiles fired from 
the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights, state media reported.

Besides the extensive 
damage caused to civilian and 
military runways, the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights war monitor said the 
attacks had targeted nearby 
warehouses used as weapons 
depots by Iran and Hezbollah.

the Syrian war has killed 
nearly half a million people 
and forced about half of the 
country’s pre-war population 
from their homes.

Syria accuses Israel of air strike on 
Tartous coast; 2 civilians wounded

Men assessing the damage caused to a building by a reported Israeli air strike in the western Syrian coastal city of Tartous on Saturday. (afp)

Targets
The raids have targeted 
Syrian government troops 
as well as allied 
Iran-backed forces and 
fighters from the Lebanese 
Shia group Hezbollah

Agencies 

FRESH rain and falling 
boulders have hampered 
rescuers who have so far 
pulled out 26 bodies from 
the debris of a landslide that 
wiped out a railway con-
struction site in northeast-
ern India’s Manipur state, 
officials said.

Rescue work is expected 
to continue for a couple of 
days in rugged hilly terrain 
in Noney, a town near state 
capital Imphal, with little 
hope of finding survivors 
among 37 people still miss-
ing since Wednesday night.

Pankaj Kavidayal, a res-
cue official, said 21 of the 
confirmed 26 dead were 
members of the territorial 
Army.

Army personnel had 
been providing security for 
the railway officials because 
of a decades-old armed up-
rising seeking a separate 
homeland for ethnic and 
tribal groups in the area.

More than 250 soldiers, 
rescuers and police using 
bulldozers and other equip-
ment were involved in the 
operation in Noney. they 

have been cautioned about 
more landslides reported in 
the region on Saturday.

Excavators were also 
used to search for bodies in 
a river.

thirteen soldiers and 
five civilians have been res-
cued from the debris of the 
entirely swept away railway 
station, staff residential 
quarters and other infra-
structure that was being 
built, Kavidayal said.

the situation at the scene 
of the landslide was “still se-
rious” with rainfall and bad 
weather hampering rescue 
efforts, Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh said.

Continuous rainfall over 
the past three weeks has 
wreaked havoc across In-
dia’s northeast – eight states 
with a total population of 45 
million – and neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

An estimated 200 peo-
ple have been killed in heavy 
downpours and mudslides 
in states including Assam, 
Manipur, tripura and Sik-
kim, while 42 have died in 
Bangladesh since May 17. 
Hundreds of thousands have 
been displaced.

India: Manipur 
landslide death 
toll hits 26

Indian soldiers and disaster relief teams search for survivors 
and victims after a landslide in Noney district, some 50 Km 
from Manipur’s capital Imphal on Saturday. (afp)

Angry protesters attack  
parliament in eastern Libya

dpA 
Tripoli 

ANGRY demonstrators have 
attacked the Libyan parlia-
ment in the east of the North 
African country.

Images from Libyan tV 
stations on Friday evening 
showed them lighting fires and 
throwing stones at the build-
ing in the city of tobruk.

A social media shot showed 
a bulldozer ramming into a 
gate of the parliament.

the Libyan news website 
al-Wasat reported that the 
protesters were demanding 
the dissolution of parliament 
and new elections. At the same 
time, however, it said that the 
protests were also directed 
against the poor living condi-
tions in the country.

Earlier on Friday, dem-
onstrations also took place in 
other cities, as al-Wasat re-
ported.

In the capital tripoli in 
the west of the country, for 
example, several hundred 
people gathered in a central 
square, where they protested 
against the militias and the 
leading politicians. they also 

demanded a better electricity 
supply and lower bread prices. 
People had lost confidence in 
the leaders, said one demon-
strator. Libya has been suffer-
ing from a civil war since 2011, 
which broke out after the fall 
of long-time ruler Moamer al-
Gaddafi.

two governments are cur-
rently vying for power. In the 
capital, the leadership is led by 
Prime Minister Abdul Hamid 
Dbeibeh. At the same time, 
the government of former in-
terior minister Fathi Bashagha 
claims power for itself. the 
latter is allied with the parlia-

ment in the east.
this week, talks between 

leaders of the opposing camps 
ended in Geneva without a 
final agreement. the talks fo-
cused on the constitutional 
framework for new elections.

Both sides had reached 
consensus on many issues, ac-
cording to UN Special Adviser 
Stephanie Williams. Despite 
the progress, however, there is 
still disagreement on the ques-
tion of who should be allowed 
to stand as a candidate in the 
first presidential election. Ob-
servers fear new fights if the 
negotiations finally fail.

Libyan firefighters extinguish a flame at the House of Representatives 
in the eastern city of Tobruk on Saturday. (afp)

dpA 
aThens 

tURKISH fighter jets and 
drones crossed illicitly into 
Greek airspace 760 times last 
month, the army’s General 
Staff in Athens said on Satur-
day.

there were nine cases 
when turkish aircraft flew 
over Greek islands, and 17 
cases of simulated attacks 
or dogfights - close-distance 
aerial engagements - between 
fighter jets.

So far this year the Greeks 
have recorded nearly 4,000 
such violations of their coun-
try’s sovereignty. the Europe-
an Union - of which Greece is a 
member, but not turkey - has 
repeatedly condemned this.

Greece and turkey are 
NAtO partners but have a 
long history of enmity.

Ankara denies Athens’ sov-
ereignty over several islands 
in the eastern Aegean because 
they are used for military pur-
poses. turkey has complained 
to the United Nations that this 
violates the treaties of Laus-
anne (1923) and Paris (1947).

Turkey breached 
Greek airspace 
760 times in 
June: Athens

A view of destruction in the aftermath of a 6.0 magnitude earthquake 
in the village of Sayeh Khosh village in Iran’s southern Hormozgan 
province on Saturday. (afp)

The quakes sent thousands 
of people into the streets, 
where they spent the rest of 
the night
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dpa
Kiev

Russia is using banned clus-
ter munitions in attacks on 
the city of sloviansk in eastern 
ukraine, leading to the deaths 
of at least four people, accord-
ing to accusations by ukrain-
ian officials.

The overnight strikes hit 
civilian areas where there are 
no military facilities, sloviansk 
Mayor Vadim Lyakh wrote on 
messaging service Telegram. 
seven people were also in-
jured, he said.

Cluster munitions are rock-
ets and bombs that burst in the 
air over a target and release 
many smaller explosive devic-
es. Their use is illegal under an 
international convention.

information from the com-
bat zones in ukraine is difficult 
or impossible to independently 
verify.

The Russian war against 
ukraine has now lasted more 
than four months, with the 
stated aims of controlling the 
east and southern parts of the 
country.

Kiev said on saturday that 
Russian forces were continu-
ing their attacks across a broad 
front in eastern ukraine.

in the Kharkiv region near 
the northern border with Rus-
sia, the Russian army is trying 
to recapture lost positions with 
the support of artillery, the 
ukrainian general staff said.

Explosions were also re-
ported from the Mykolaiv re-
gion in the south early on sat-
urday, although the ukrainian 
side had no concrete details.

Two weapons depots near 
the city of Mykolaiv were 

among military targets that 
were destroyed, Russian De-
fence Ministry spokesperson 
igor Konashenkov said, ac-
cording to the Tass news 
agency.

in the east, a weapons 
store in a tractor depot near 
Kharkiv, the country’s second-
largest city, was hit, he said.

in the Donetsk region, a 
Russian attack was repelled, 
the ukrainian side said.

additionally, pro-Russian 
separatist forces claim they 
have fully encircled the embat-
tled city of Lysychansk with 
help from Russian forces.

separatist spokesperson 
andrey Marochko told the in-
terfax news agency that “the 
last strategically important 
heights” have been taken.

Ramzan Kadyrov, the pres-
ident of the Russian republic of 
Chechnya, said Russian troops 
have already reached Lysy-
chansk’s centre.

ukrainian forces spoke of 
heavy fighting and encircling 
attempts, but said control of 
the city is still undecided.

Lysychansk is the last ma-
jor city in the Luhansk region 
not under Russian control. 
Control of the Luhansk region 

is one of the stated goals of 
Russia’s invasion of ukraine.

There was no comment 
from Moscow on ukrainian 
accusations that Russia had 
dropped phosphorus bombs 
on snake island in the Black 
sea, nor on accusations of fir-
ing cluster munitions on resi-
dential buildings.

But British intelligence 
said there are indications that 
Russia is running out of mod-
ern missiles.

Russia was using anti-ship 
missiles in a “secondary land 
attack role, likely because of 
dwindling stockpiles of more 

accurate modern weapons,” 
said the British Defence Min-
istry in its latest intelligence 
update.

Russia has slammed the 
regular British reports as prop-
aganda.

British intelligence said 
the weapon that hit a shop-
ping centre in Kremenchuk on 
Monday was likely a KH-32 
anti-ship missile which is “not 
optimized to accurately strike 
ground targets.” The more re-
cent strikes on an apartment 
block near Odessa likely in-
volved a KH-22 missile, which 
is even less accurate, it said.  

Russia accused of using 
cluster bombs, four killed

People look at a destroyed building after being hit by a missile strike in the Ukrainian town of Sergiyvka near Odessa on Friday. (AFP)

Taliban gathering ended 
without any breakthrough 
in Afghanistan crisis

dpa
islAmAbAd

a large Taliban gathering in 
Kabul stuck to script as it end-
ed on saturday, with a show of 
backing for the sitting govern-
ment and no action on pleas to 
let girls into school or to form 
an inclusive government.

The more than 3,000 cler-
ics and tribal elders hand-
picked by the Taliban focused 
on, among other things: the 
approval of the Taliban gov-
ernment; a pledge of allegiance 
to the group’s supreme leader, 
Hibatullah akhundzada; and a 
call on the international com-
munity to recognize the gov-
ernment and release frozen 
funds.

in addition, any armed 
opposition against the regime 
was denounced, and calls were 
extended for exiled afghan 
politicians to return home 
and swear off any kind of  
hostilities.

This was the Taliban’s first 
large gathering since retaking 
power last year. 

similar gatherings have 
been used by the country’s 
rulers in the past to legitimize 
their political decisions.

The three-day meeting was 

attacked twice by islamic state 
militants, but Taliban forces 
were able to fight them off.

The Taliban are desperate 
for international recognition 
as no country has recognized 
its regime since it seized power 
last year.

The islamist hardliners 
are also seeking to obtain bil-
lions of dollars of the country’s 
central bank reserves stored in 
Western banks.

 in Kabul, Taliban supreme 
leader akhundzada warned 
that he will implement the rule 
of God even if the world use 
an atomic bomb against the 
group.

pa Media/dpa
london

BRiTisH airways and Heath-
row airport have welcomed 
measures introduced by the 
British government to help air-
lines prevent last-minute flight 
cancellations over the summer.

Government regulations 
will allow a one-off “amnesty” 
on airport slots rules, enabling 
airlines to plan ahead and de-
liver a more realistic summer 
schedule with a view to mini-
mising disruption at airports.

airlines will be able to can-

cel flights without being penal-
ised for not using their airport 
slot, but must finalise their 
summer schedule by this Fri-
day.

it is understood that flights 
cancelled or removed from air-
line schedules after the Friday 
deadline will not fall under the 
slot amnesty.

slots are used to manage 
capacity at the busiest airports, 
giving airlines authorisation to 
take off or land at a particular 
airport at a specified time on a 
specified day.

airlines must use slots a 

certain amount of times each 
season in order to keep them, 
and this “amnesty” is giving 
them the leeway to put a more 
manageable schedule in place 
without the risk of losing a slot 
due to cancelling flights.

a spokeswoman for Brit-
ish airways said: “We welcome 
these new measures, which 
help us to provide the certainty 
our customers deserve by mak-
ing it easier to consolidate some 
of our quieter daily flights to 
multi-frequency destinations 
well in advance, and to protect 
more of our holiday flights.” a 

spokesman for Heathrow said 
the slot amnesty is “good news 
for passengers”, adding: “This 
amnesty will enable airlines to 
make early choices to consoli-
date their schedules, boosting 
the resilience of summer opera-
tions and giving passengers the 
confidence they deserve ahead 
of their journeys.

“We encourage airlines to 
take this opportunity to recon-
sider their summer schedules 
without penalty and inform 
passengers as early as possible 
of any changes.” Last month, 
the Department for Transport 

(DfT) said it would give airlines 
a short window to hand back 
slots for the rest of the summer 
season that they are not confi-
dent they will be able to oper-
ate.

“This will help passengers 
find alternative arrangements 
ahead of time, rather than face 
the kind of last-minute cancel-
lations seen over the Easter and 
half-term holidays,” the depart-
ment said.

This week, Heathrow or-
dered flights to be cancelled be-
cause it could not handle them.

On Thursday and Friday 

passengers at the airport com-
plained of long queues, can-
celled flights and lost baggage 
as “schedule intervention” and 
disruptions at uK airports were 
exacerbated by strikes in spain.

The threat of industrial ac-
tion is also continuing to loom 
in Britain after union members 
voted overwhelmingly to strike 
over pay - although no dates 
have been announced.

Ba staff are demanding the 
10% of pay they had “stolen” 
from them last year as they 
faced “fire and rehire” tactics 
during the pandemic.

British govt relaxes rules to prevent late flight cancellations

World

German health minister slams regional 
moves to relax face mask rules

dpa
berlin/munich

HiGH-GRaDE FFP2 masks 
to ward off coronavirus infec-
tion are no longer required on 
public transport in the south-
ern German state of Bavaria, a 
move that prompted criticism 
from the country’s health min-
ister on saturday.

The new policy, which went 
into effect on saturday, allows 
passengers to use buses and 
commuter trains if they are 
only wearing medical masks. 
Medical masks do not provide 
the same level of protection 
against airborne particles as 
FFP2 masks, which are equiva-
lent to the N95 or KN95 masks 
used in some other countries.

“We’re going to rely more 
strongly on citizens’ individual 
responsibility,” said Bavar-
ian Health Minister Klaus Ho-
letschek as the relaxation went 
into effect. “Given the hot sum-
mer months, such as we’re ex-
periencing now, and given the 
current pandemic conditions, 
we think this is responsible.” 
Federal Health Minister Karl 
Lauterbach called the Bavarian 
move a failure, considering the 
facts of the matter.

“Loosening up as we head 
into a wave looks illogical and 

discredits the simultaneous 
calls for the federal govern-
ment to take more action,” he 
tweeted on saturday.

Most of the rest of the coun-
try still requires passengers to 
wear FFP2 masks on public 
transport. However, other ar-
eas have relaxed.

The state of saxony also 
only requires people wear a 
medical mask to use public 
transport.

Germany is seeing rises in 
overall case counts, which is 
prompting some health offi-
cials to worry that a larger virus 
wave is bearing down on the 
country and that a tightening 
of restrictions might be needed 
before all is said and done.

The Robert Koch institute 
(RKi) disease control body re-
ported that the nationwide sev-
en-day incidence rate of infec-
tion was 696.5, a slight increase 
on the day before (682.7) and 

substantially higher than last 
week (632.9).

although the official infec-
tion rate is no longer seen as a 
very reliable indicator of infec-
tion numbers - mainly because 
many people with Covid-19 no 
longer take official PCR tests - 
some are asking whether Ger-
many needs to take measures 
to fight an autumn wave.

“it will be a difficult au-
tumn, we have to be prepared,” 
Lauterbach told broadcaster 
aRD on Friday evening.

“We will have great difficul-
ties with the Ba.5 variant that 
is now spreading here,” he said, 
adding that high case numbers 
could overload critical infra-
structure.

alongside the debate over 
new measures, the head of the 
RKi, Lothar Wieler, has come 
under pressure over what crit-
ics have called the “data chaos” 
during the pandemic.

a leading member of the 
Free Democrats (FDP) - one of 
the parties in the governing co-
alition - has said Wieler should 
step down due to a lack of data 
on how effective certain anti-
virus measures have proven to 
be over the past two years.

Lauterbach defended 
Wieler, saying he had “com-
plete confidence” in him.

First ASF case 
confirmed in 
German state 
Lower Saxony

dpa
berlin

aN outbreak of african swine 
fever (asF) has been confirmed 
at a pig farm in the Emsland 
district of Germany, near the 
Dutch border.

Lower saxony’s regional 
government said on saturday 
that the national laboratory for 
such cases, the Friedrich-Lo-
effler institute, had confirmed 
the findings of local food safety 
authorities.

The regional agriculture 
Ministry said it is the first case 
of asF in Lower saxony.

“unfortunately, it was only 
a matter of time before swine 
fever reached Lower saxony as 
well. This is a hard emotional 
blow for pig farmers in our 
state,” said Minister Barbara 
Otte-Kinast.

The farm keeps 280 sows 
and about 1,500 piglets. The 
entire herd would be killed on 
sunday.

The first case of asF in Ger-
many was confirmed on sep-
tember 10, 2020, in a wild boar 
in Brandenburg. since then, 
outbreaks have been detected 
in Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern and saxony.

asF is a contagious viral 
disease in domestic and wild 
pigs that is almost always fatal 
and incurable. There is no way 
to protect pigs through preven-
tive vaccination. The disease 
can be transmitted directly 
from animal to animal or indi-
rectly through contaminated 
objects. asF is not contagious 
or dangerous to humans or oth-
er animal species.

dpa
london 

BRiTaiN’s Foreign Office 
said on saturday it con-
demns the exploitation of 
prisoners of war and civil-
ians for political purposes, 
after two British men were 
captured by Russian forces 
and charged with being 
mercenaries in ukraine.

Cambridgeshire aid 
worker Dylan Healy, 22, and 
military volunteer andrew 
Hill have been charged with 
carrying out “mercenary 
activities”, officials in the 
Moscow-backed Donetsk 
People’s Republic said, ac-
cording to Russian state me-
dia Tass.

The outlet reported both 
men were refusing to co-op-
erate with investigators.

The Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) is understood 
to be actively investigating 
and is providing support to 
the men’s families.

an FCDO spokeswoman 
said: “We condemn the ex-
ploitation of prisoners of 
war and civilians for politi-
cal purposes and have raised 
this with Russia.

“We are in constant con-
tact with the government 
of ukraine on their cases 
and are fully supportive of 
ukraine in its efforts to get 
them released.” it comes 
after a video shown on Rus-
sian television in april fea-
tured a man speaking with 
an English accent who ap-
peared to give his name as 
andrew Hill from Plymouth.

a pro-Kremlin web-
site said Healy and Mr Hill 
would face the same merce-
nary charges as aiden aslin 

and shaun Pinner, two Brit-
ish military volunteers cap-
tured in Mariupol who have 
been condemned to death in 
Donetsk.

The European Court of 
Human Rights (ECtHR) on 
Thursday intervened in the 
case of aslin and Pinner.

The strasbourg-based 
court indicated to Moscow 
that it should ensure the 
death penalty imposed on 
aslin, 28, originally from 

Newark in Nottingham-
shire, and Mr Pinner, 48, 
from Bedfordshire, is not 
carried out.

aslin and Pinner were 
living in ukraine before the 
invasion and the uK Gov-
ernment has insisted that, 
as legitimate members of 
the ukrainian armed forces, 
they should be treated as 
prisoners of war under the 
Geneva Convention.

it came after the Gov-
ernment on Wednesday 
announced it was imposing 
sanctions on Russia’s sec-
ond richest man, Vladimir 
Potanin, and Vladimir Pu-
tin’s cousin, anna Tsivileva, 
in the latest round of meas-
ures targeting allies of the 
Russian leader.

Potanin is the owner of 
the interross conglomerate.

Tsivileva is president of 
the JsC Kolmar Group coal 
mining company.

Britain condemns 
detention of Britons 
in Ukraine by Russia

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock (left) and German 
Health Minister Karl Lauterbach in Berlin on Friday. (AFP)
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A Taliban fighter stands guard 
along a blocked street in Kabul 
recently. (AFP)

Cambridgeshire aid 
worker Dylan Healy, 22, 
and military volunteer 
Andrew Hill have been 
charged with carrying 
out ‘mercenary activities’

The new policy, which went 
into effect on Saturday, 
allows passengers to use 
buses and commuter 
trains if they are only 
wearing medical masks

ASF is a contagious viral 
disease in domestic and 
wild pigs that is almost 
always fatal and incurable. 
There is no way to protect 
pigs through preventive 
vaccination

Cluster rockets and bombs burst in the air over a target and release many smaller explosive devices



Qatar First Bank Acquires 
Gateway Plaza Building in the US
THE acquisition is the Bank’s 

eleventh Shari’a compliant real 
estate investment in the US, 
located in Richmond, Virginia 

and reaffirms its strategic direction 
to secure viable investments in the 
US Real Estate Market

Qatar First Bank LLC (Public) 
(QFB) has acquired the Gateway 
Plaza building in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, USA. The new acquisition is a 
Class AA trophy asset with an area 
of 330,000 square feet that was de-
veloped in 2015 as a build-to-suit 
building and is a tremendous addi-
tion to the bank’s investment port-
folio, which will continue to ensure 
stable cash flows.

The new investment is QFB’s 
fourteenth investment under its 
new Shari’a compliant real estate 
investment strategy, and its elev-
enth US real estate property with an 
aim to expand its presence and ex-
pertise in the US real estate market. 

The LEED Gold certified mul-
ti-tenant office property features 
high-quality construction with top-
of-market buildouts and sweep-
ing views of downtown Richmond 
and the James River. The property 
and tenants enjoy proximity to an 
abundance of amenities, modern 
residences, and a lively entertain-
ment and arts scene. The property 
is also 98% occupied by the head-
quarters of prominent firms, with 
long lease terms and rental escala-
tions. Bolstered by high barriers to 
entry and no future office develop-
ments on the horizon, the property 
presents investors a best-in-class 
trophy asset with unmatched sta-
bility in a highly desirable growth 
market.

The Bank’s investment in Richmond is due to 
its economic growth which continues to outpace the 
greater US economy with a 3.6% unemployment rate, 
following a strong recovery post-COVID.  Richmond’s 
Central Business District (CBD) has witnessed a dras-
tic flight to quality over recent years, with over 75% of 
all leasing in the CBD since 2017 being within the pre-
mier Class A buildings. This has driven down trophy 
vacancy rates to sub 3.5%.

Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al-Thani,  
Chairman of QFB said: “We are delighted to an-
nounce the successful acquisition of our eleventh 
Shari’a compliant US real estate investment. QFB 
has successfully negotiated and acquired the prop-
erty in this challenging interest rate climate. We have 
achieved this landmark accomplishment whilst en-

suring that the property is acquired at a price which 
can generate attractive returns for our investors.”

Abdulrahman Totonji, QFB’s CEO added, 
“We are very happy to further expand our footprint 
in the Shari’a compliant US real estate market, espe-
cially in light of the current post-Covid environment. 
The Bank will continue capitalizing on its strategy to 
be more vigilant and handpick the most profitable 
investment opportunities for our clients. We are also 
pleased with the growing demand from local clients 
where most of our investments syndicated within a 
short period of time, along with the testament to our 
successful track records in real estate exits.”

Qatar First Bank LLC (Public) is the first inde-
pendent Shari’a compliant bank authorized by the 
QFC Regulatory Authority (QFCRA) and a listed en-
tity on the Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE: QFBQ).  

QFB Chairman Sheikh Faisal bin 
Thani Al Thani

QFB CEO Abdulrahman Totonji

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QIIB has launched a new of-
fer for instant personal finance 
through its digital channels — 
QIIB Mobile and internet bank-
ing — with exceptional features 
including a competitive finance 
rate and a reward in Avios from 
Qatar Airways Privilege Club.

By applying for this offer, 
which is valid until August 31 
2022, QIIB Customers can ob-
tain Instant Personal Finance 
via QIIB Mobile and Internet 
Banking. Each Customer will 
be granted a reward of 10,000 
Avios by Qatar Airways Privilege 
Club for every  QR50,000 worth 
of finance with a minimum of 4 
Years Financing Period and its 
multiples and receive 10,000 
Avios for every QR100,000 of 
Finance with a Financing Period 
between 2 Years to 4 Years and 
its multiples.

Under the terms of the new 
offer, Customers who obtain Fi-
nance can benefit from a grace 

period of up to 12 months for 
Qatari Nationals and 3 months 
for Expatriates, calculated from 
the finance term. Upon satisfy-
ing the required standards and 
uploading the necessary docu-

ments to QIIB Mobile Banking 
or Internet Banking, the finance 
amount will be transferred to the 
Customer’s account in real-time. 

QIIB Chief Executive Of-
ficer Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al 

Shaibei, said, “We are pleased 
to launch a new personal fi-
nance offer through our Digital 
Channels in collaboration with 
Qatar Airways Privilege Club. 
This offer is in line with the 

Bank’s directions in promoting 
digital transformation culture 
and encouraging Customers to 
use digital channels, given their 
various benefits, including their 
ease and efficiency.

“The Customers’ rising de-
mand for QIIB Digital Chan-
nels is our driving force behind 
launching such offers. QIIB has 
put in place a high-performing 
digital infrastructure as part 
of executing a large part of the 
Bank’s digital transformation 
plan. Most of QIIB’s Services 
and Products are available 
through the digital platforms 
and some operations were com-
pletely digitalized in satisfaction 
of the Customers’ preferences 
who wish to execute such opera-
tions without the hassle of visit-
ing the Bank’s Branches.

“The QIIB Finance Offer 
meets the requirements of our 
Customers. It was launched af-
ter studying the market needs 
and monitoring the Customers 
aspirations to obtain Personal 
Finance with competitive fea-
tures, flexible terms and a quick 
turnaround of Financing. In 
order to obtain the Personal Fi-
nance through our Digital Chan-
nels, the Customer who meets 
the conditions is only required 

to upload the necessary docu-
ments to QIIB Mobile or Inter-
net Banking and the request will 
be processed in real-time. An 
instant text message will be sent 
to the Customer’s mobile phone 
stating that the required finance 
was obtained.  The Customer 
may apply at any desired time 
around the clock without the 
need to be limited to the official 
working hours of a Branch.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker, said: 
“We are constantly striving to 
provide Privilege Club mem-
bers with maximum benefits 
for being a part of our loyalty 
programme. Partnering with 
QIIB will provide our loyal cus-
tomers with a convenient tool 
to collect 10,000 Avios when 
opting for finance of QR50,000 
or QR100,000 depending on 
financing duration. This is an-
other testament to our commit-
ment of providing a world-class 
experience to local members, 
giving them more ways to earn 
and burn Avios in Qatar.” 

 The bank bundles the instant personal finance offer with a competitive finance rate and a reward in Avios from Qatar Airways Privilege Club

QIIB launches personal finance via 
QIIB Mobile and internet banking

‘Gold prices to become more attractive 
in GCC after India’s import duty hike’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Indian government’s deci-
sion to raise its import duty on gold 
to 12.5 percent from 7.5 percent is 
expected to make gold more expen-
sive across India and its prices more 
attractive in the GCC, a senior ex-
ecutive of an Indian jewellery group 
with presence in Qatar has said.

Shamlal Ahamed, Managing 
Director, International Operations, 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds, said the 
hike has increased the gold price 
difference between GCC and India. 

“The gold price in GCC will be-
come more attractive than in India 
with a saving of 12% - 15%. The 
weakening rupee will further in-
crease the gold rate in India,” he 
added. “Gold prices have reduced 
to ‘consumer-friendly’ levels in the 
GCC and it is the perfect time for 
customers to make use of this op-
portunity to benefit from the gold 

rate ahead of the holiday season and 
buy jewellery as gifts for dear ones 
back home. We are also expecting 
tourists from India to increase their 
jewellery purchases during their 
visit. The price advantage here will 

further enhance the bridal jewellery 
purchases from residents and tour-
ists alike.”

India’s decision, which was an-
nounced on Friday, comes after In-
dia’s gold imports rose to $6 billion 
from in May $678 million a year 
ago. This has led to India’s May 
trade deficit widening to $24.29 bil-
lion from $6.53 billion a year ago. 
The duty hike should lift prices and 
moderate demand in India, which 
could weigh on global prices.

India meets most of its gold de-
mand through imports. That has 
put pressure on the rupee, which hit 
a record low earlier on Friday.

The increase in import duty on 
gold is aimed at reducing gold im-
ports and ease macro-economic 
pressure on Indian rupee.

After the hike, local gold prices 
in India jumped to an over two-
month peak of 52,032 rupees per 10 
grams on Friday, the highest since 
April 25.

Shamlal Ahamed, Managing  
Director, International Operations, 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds

645 building permits issued in May: PSA
QNA
DOHA

AS many as 645 building permits 
were issued by various municipali-
ties in Qatar in May, the Planning 
and Statistics Authority has said 
in its latest monthly report. This 

represents a decline of 4.7 percent 
month-on-month and and a jump 
of 85.3 percent year-on-year.

As for the banking sector, PSA 
said Total Broad Money Supply 
(M2) stood at QR656.5 billion in 
May 2022, an increase of 7.3 per-
cent compared when compared 

with that in May 2021. On the other 
hand, cash equivalents, including 
commercial bank deposits, stood 
at QR967.2 million in May 2022. 
The figure has recorded an annual 
increase of 0.5 percent compared to 
May 2021, when deposits recorded 
QR962.2 billion.
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The world is dealing with severe stagflation, 
with decade-high inflation and slowing 
economic growth in most major advanced 

economies. Surging food prices are a significant 
contributor to high headline inflation in many 
countries, including most major advanced econo-
mies (Chart 1).

Spain and Germany are currently seeing food 
price inflation of over 10% compared to just under 4% 
in Japan. Most of the difference between countries is 
caused by consumption of different types of food, e.g., 
rice has a large weight in the Japanese food basket, 
but the price has actually fallen in the past year. 
Despite the differences between countries, it is clear 
food price inflation across countries is much higher in 
the past year than the historical average since 1990. 
Therefore, in this article we focus on the four main 
drivers of the current high food prices across coun-
tries: high oil and gas prices, weather effects, labour 
shortages and wage growth, and more recently the 
war in Ukraine.

First, oil and gas prices feed into high food prices 
in a number of ways. Fertilizer production is energy 
intensive, so fertilizer prices have risen substantially 
(Chart 2). Growing foods requires fertilizers to re-
place nutrients used from the soil, so fertilizer prices 
feed directly into food prices.  Fuel and energy also 
contribute to food price inflation via the cost of pro-
cessing and transporting food. If oil and gas prices 
remain high, as we expect, they will continue to put 
upward pressure on food prices.

Second, adverse weather, including droughts in 
US and Brazil, have reduced yields and pushed up 
prices for wheat and soybeans. Similarly, heavy rain 
in China and unusually hot weather in India also hit 
wheat yields and prices. Weather is hard to predict, 
but climate change is widely acknowledged to be 
causing more frequent and more extreme adverse 
weather. This will continue to put upward pressure 
on food prices on average.

Third, migrant labour flows have not yet re-
turned to pre-virus levels. The agricultural sector in 
particular is heavily dependent on migrant labour 
which contributes to labour shortages in many 
advanced economies. This in turn is pushing up on 
costs via both higher wages and lower productivity. 
Nevertheless, we expect migrant flows to recover as 
the pandemic continues to abate and consequently 
expect the upward pressure from labour shortages 
to ease.

Finally, the war in Ukraine has worsened the 
outlook for some of the above factors, particularly 
for higher oil and gas prices. Furthermore, Rus-
sia and Ukraine account for 28% of the world’s 
wheat exports and 55% of the world’s sunflower oil 
exports. The war has caused extensive crop destruc-
tion in Ukraine, but is also disrupting or completely 
preventing exports via Black sea ports. Even with 
an immediate cease-fire, the existing disruption will 
heavily impact this year’s harvest and still have a 

negative impact for next year. Therefore, the war is 
leading to substantial and persistent upward pres-
sure on food prices.

Taken together, we expect the war in Ukraine 
and high oil and gas prices to keep food prices high, 
despite an easing of pressure from labour shortages, 
whilst the impact from adverse weather remains 
uncertain.

Persistently high food inflation will continue to 
erode households’ spending power, reducing discre-
tionary spending, and contributing to the stagna-
tion of global GDP. At the same time, persistently 
high food inflation will reduce and delay the fall in 
headline inflation.

Central banks normally “look through” changes 
in food and energy prices as they are notoriously 
volatile and tend to be driven by supply side factors. 
Consequently, central banks have no control over 
them. However, central banks no longer have the 
luxury to do so given how large the impact of food 
prices is currently on inflation. Therefore, central 
banks are tightening policy in response to “headline” 
inflation (including both food and energy), rather 
than their usual focus on “core” inflation. 

 — By QNB Economics Team

Persistently high food prices add to 
pressure to normalise interest rates

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

For the week, Brent lost 1.3%, 
while WTI rose 0.8%. For June, 
both benchmarks had ended the 

month lower for the first time since 
November. 

However, oil prices gained more 
than 2% on Friday as supply outages 
in Libya and expected shutdowns in 
Norway outweighed expectations that 
an economic slowdown could dent 
demand. Brent crude futures settled 
at $111.63 a barrel, while West Texas 
Intermediate crude (WTI) settled at 
$108.43 a barrel. 

Industry data showed that the U.S 
manufacturing activity slowed more 
than expected last month, adding to 
evidence that the country’s economy 
was cooling as the Federal Reserve 
tightens monetary policy. 

Still, low crude and fuel supplies 
supported the oil market even as equi-
ties slumped and the U.S. dollar, which 
typically has an inverse relationship 
with crude, rose. 

A planned strike among Norwegian 
oil and gas workers on July 5 could 
further pressure supply and cut the 
country’s overall output by up to 8%. 
Libya’s production has also seen a 
sharp decline, with the National Oil 
Corporation declaring force majeure at 

two of its major ports. 
No additional supply will come 

from the OPEC+ producers, who 
agreed to stick to its output strategy 
after two days of meetings last week. 

Asian prices jump amid concerns 
over Russia supply

Asian spot LNG prices continued to 
rise last week amid stronger demand 
on the back of a blistering heatwave in 
Japan and a return of competition with 
Europe which is gearing up for possible 
disruption of Russian gas. 

The average LNG price for Au-
gust delivery into north-east Asia was 
estimated at $39 per million British 
thermal units (mmBtu), up $2 or 5.4% 
from the previous week. 

In the U.S, natural gas futures 
dropped nearly 8% last week to a three-
month low as the shutdown of Freeport 

LNG export plant in Texas allowed 
utilities to stockpile more fuel than 
expected even as hotter weather had 
generators burning more gas to keep 
air conditioners humming. The market 
extended earlier storage-related losses 
after safety regulators suggest that 
Freeport will not restart as early as 
previously announced. 

For the month, the contract fell 
about 33% in June, its biggest monthly 
decline since dropping 36% in Decem-
ber 2018. U.S. futures lag far behind 
Asian and European prices because the 
U.S. is the world’s top producer, with 
all the gas it needs for domestic use, 
while capacity constraints limit LNG 
exports. Gas is trading above $40 per 
mmBtu in Europe, with the Dutch TTF 
closing at $44.93 per mmBtu last week.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil slips though low supplies  
continue to support prices
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Tesla’s 2Q sales drop amid 
supply chain, COVID woes

Agencies

TESLA’S 2Q sales drop amid supply 
chain, pandemic problems Tesla’s 
sales from April through June fell to 
their lowest quarterly level since last 
fall as supply chain issues and pan-
demic restrictions in China hobbled 
production of its electric vehicles.

The company on Saturday dis-
closed it sold more than 254,000 
cars and SUVs from April through 
June, an 18% drop from the first 
three months of this year and also 
well below the pace in last year’s final 
quarter.

The last time Tesla sold fewer 
vehicles globally was in the third 
quarter of 2021 when it delivered 
241,000.

On Friday, the rest of the industry 
reported a 21% drop in sales during 
the second quarter as the average 
price for vehicles skyrocketed to a re-
cord of $45,844 amid soaring infla-
tion, according to J.D. Power.

Tesla’s sales drop may be a har-
binger of weaker second-quarter 
earnings for the Austin, Texas, com-
pany, which is the world’s top-seller 
of battery-powered vehicles and has 
posted net profits for nearly three 
years. Tesla plans to release its full 
results for the April-June period on 
July 20.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk also has 
made a $44 billion bid for Twitter, 

which he placed on hold after com-
plaining that it has too many spam 
bot users who aren’t humans. Much 
of the erosion in Tesla’s value has 
occurred since Musk became Twit-
ter’s largest shareholder and then 
launched a takeover bid that has 
raised concerns he has too much on 
his already crowded plate Musk has 
used his own Twitter account, which 
now has more than 100 million fol-
lowers, to discuss the pandemic re-
strictions that forced the Shanghai 
factory to temporarily close during 
the quarter. Wedbush analyst Dan 
Ives estimates that more than 40% 
of Tesla’s sales come from China, and 
that the Shanghai factory produced 
about 70,000 fewer vehicles due to 
the shutdowns.

But Tesla signaled things are get-
ting better Saturday, saying it pro-
duced more vehicles during June 
than in any other month in its his-
tory. The company didn’t disclose the 
number of vehicles manufactured 
during June.

As of early Saturday afternoon, 
Musk hadn’t tweeted about Tesla’s 
second-quarter sales. But he created 
a bit of a stir late Friday with ending 
an uncharacteristically long nine-day 
silence on Twitter. His Friday tweets 
included one with him and four his 
children meeting with Pope Francis.

Tesla’s latest delivery numbers 
came out a week after the release 

of an interview with Musk in which 
he described new factories in Austin 
and Berlin as “money furnaces” that 
were losing billions of dollars be-
cause supply chain breakdowns were 
limiting the number of cars they can 
produce.

In a May 30 interview with a 
Tesla owners’ club that was just re-
leased last week, Musk said that 
getting the Berlin and Austin plants 
functional “are overwhelmingly our 
concerns. Everything else is a very 
small thing,” Musk said, but added 
that “it’s all gonna get fixed real fast.” 
Musk also has discussed making sal-
aried workers return to offices and 
a possible 10% cut in Tesla’s work 
force due to a possible recession.

Supply chain breakdowns since 
the onset of COVID-19 two years ago 
have been especially debilitating for 
automakers, who get parts from all 
corners of the globe. A lack of com-
puter chips needed to run cars’ com-
puters compounded automakers’ 
problems and sent prices for used 
and new cars skyrocketing.

As the pandemic erupted in the 
U.S. in 2020, automakers had to shut 
factories for eight weeks to help stop 
the virus from spreading. Some parts 
companies canceled orders for semi-
conductors. At the same time, de-
mand for laptops, tablets and gaming 
consoles skyrocketed as people stuck 
at home upgraded their devices.

Inflation hits record 8.6% for  
19 countries using the euro

Agencies

INFLATION in countries using 
the euro set another eye-wa-
tering record, pushed higher 
by a huge increase in energy 
costs fueled partly by Russia’s 
war in Ukraine.

Annual inflation in the eu-
rozone’s 19 countries hit 8.6% 
in June, surging past the 8.1% 
recorded in May, according to 
the latest numbers published 
Friday by the European Un-
ion statistics agency, Eurostat. 
Inflation is at its highest level 
since recordkeeping for the 
euro began in 1997.

Energy prices rocketed 
41.9%, and prices for food, 
alcohol and tobacco were up 
8.9%, both faster than the in-
creases recorded the previous 
month.

Demand for energy has 
risen as the global economy 
bounced back from the depths 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
made things worse.

European Union leaders 
agreed to ban most Russian oil 
imports by the year’s end, driv-
ing a price spike. The 27-na-
tion bloc wants to punish Mos-
cow and reduce its reliance on 
Russian energy, but it’s also 
adding to financial pain for 
people and businesses as util-
ity bills and prices at the pump 
soar.

Russia also reduced de-
liveries of natural gas used to 
power industry and generate 
electricity last month to sever-
al EU countries like Germany, 
Italy and Austria, on top of cut-
ting off gas to France, Poland, 
Bulgaria and others.

“Importantly, the oil em-
bargo and gas supply squeeze 
that unfolded over the month 
of June have caused energy 
prices to soar,” ING Bank’s 

senior eurozone economist, 
Bert Colijn, wrote in a com-
mentary.

Rising consumer prices are 
a problem worldwide, with the 
U.S. and Britain seeing infla-
tion hit 40-year highs of 8.6% 
and 9.1%, respectively. That 
has led the U.S. Federal Re-
serve, Bank of England and 
other central banks worldwide 
to approve a series of interest 
rate hikes to combat inflation.

Colijn said the eurozone’s 
latest “ugly inflation reading” 
adds pressure on the European 
Central Bank to act quickly.

The ECB is planning its 
first interest rate hike in 11 
years this month, followed by 
another increase in Septem-
ber. Bank President Christine 
Lagarde said this week that 
she wants to move gradually 
to tackle soaring consumer 
prices, to avoid stifling the eco-
nomic recovery, but is leaving 
the door open for bigger rate 
hikes in case inflation surges 
more than expected.

“I don’t think that we’re go-
ing to go back to that environ-
ment of low inflation,” Lagarde 
said at an ECB forum Wednes-
day in Sintra, Portugal. “I think 

that there are forces that have 
been unleashed as a result of 
the pandemic, as a result of 
this massive geopolitical shock 
that we are facing now that 
are going to change the pic-
ture and the landscape within 
which we operate.” But central 
banks run the risk of causing 
a recession as they make bor-
rowing more expensive.

Inflation in the euro area 
has been setting monthly re-
cords since last year, under-
scoring how the war’s impact 
on global energy supplies is 
making life more expensive for 
343 million people.

So-called core inflation was 
more stable after excluding 
the volatile energy and food 
categories. Price increases for 
goods like clothing, applianc-
es, cars, computers and books 
held fairly steady at 4.3%, as 
did prices for services at 3.4%.

The EU data also showed 
countries neighboring Russia 
that have been trying to wean 
themselves off cheap Russian 
gas are bearing the brunt of 
rising prices. Annual inflation 
came in at 22% for Estonia, 
20.5% for Lithuania and 19% 
for Latvia.

A customer pays for vegetables at the Maravillas market in Madrid.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Faisal Holding, one of Qa-
tar’s largest privately held di-
versified groups, announced 
that it has chosen to imple-
ment Ramco Systems’ Global 
Payroll and HR Solution to 
streamline and automate the 
HR and payroll operations for 
more than 5,000 of its employ-
ees in over 55 organisations 
across diversified business 
sectors. It will also imple-
ment Ramco’s touchless, facial 
recognition-based Time & At-
tendance system for real-time 
tracking of the employees.

With modules for Payroll, 
Core HR, Employee Benefits 
and Time & Attendance, Al 

Faisal Holding will also lever-
age Ramco’s Self Explaining 
Payslips feature, a smart AI-
based service that will allow Al 
Faisal’s employees to receive 
explanations of their remu-
neration and payslip via the 
Ramco CHIA virtual assistant.

Kashif Fateh Dad, Chief 
Information Officer, Al Faisal 
Holding Company, said, “Fo-
cusing on digital and inno-
vative transformations is an 
important aspect of Al Faisal 
Holding’s IT strategy to en-
hance all aspects of the busi-
ness. The pandemic has accel-
erated the adoption of the gig 
working model. Digital plat-
forms have not just emerged 
as enablers for employment 
creation but are also empow-

ering employees and agility 
in workplace. As a people-in-
tensive organization, we at Al 
Faisal Holding look forward 
to leveraging Ramco’s digital 
platform to improve employee 
experience, achieve automa-
tions and track cost of employ-
ees in real-time. With Ramco’s 
innovative features, we are 
confident that we will be able 
to further optimize operations, 
employee engagement and 
boost their productivity, ben-
efiting both Al Faisal and our 
employees.”

Modar Bakir, Chief HR Of-
ficer, Al Faisal Holding Com-
pany, said, “We have been 
working flat out with IT and 
Ramco to ensure a successful 
implementation of the sys- tem by designing workflows 

that fits the needs of our ev-
er-changing businesses and 
deliver a unique employee 
experience. This is a business 
transformation for the whole 
group and not just a software 
implementation per se. We 
hope this will bring about pos-
itive impact to Al Faisal Hold-
ing group and its employees. 

Rohit Mathur, Head – 
Ramco Global Payroll & HR 
Solution, Ramco Systems, 
said, “Ramco’s Global Payroll 
Solution integrated with Time 
& Attendance will offer Al 
Faisal Holding a technologi-
cal edge in monitoring their 
core assets – their people. Be 
it monitoring and managing 
employees, scheduling right 
resources for right tasks, car-

rying out overtime calcula-
tions, or adhering to the statu-
tory compliances, Ramco’s 
digital platform will help Al 
Faisal automate all their peo-
ple-centric operations. We are 
confident that Ramco along 
with its intuitive features 
around touchless attendance 
and chatbots will offer Al Fais-
al innovative experiences and 
employee delight.”

Complete with mobile, 
chatbots, voice, and facial 
recognition-based workforce 
management, organizations 
can deploy Ramco Global 
Payroll & HR on-cloud, on 
premise or leverage as a man-
aged service. The multi-tenant 
architecture with embedded 
intelligence, device agnostics 

features, and API integra-
tion now serves more than 
500 customers worldwide. 
With innovative concepts 
of Artificial Intelligence & 
Machine learning, Context-
sensitive Pop-ups and Chat-
bots to carry out self-service, 
and Voice based transactions 
on Google Assistant & Alexa, 
Ramco has been setting the 
benchmark for Innovation in 
this segment. With statutory 
compliance across 60+ coun-
tries covering U.S., ANZ, Asia 
(including Japan & China), 
Middle-East & Africa, UK 
and Ireland, Ramco’s Global 
Payroll is available in Eng-
lish, Japanese, Mandarin, Ba-
hasa, Thai, Malay, and Arabic 
among others.

Al Faisal Holding company selects Ramco 
Systems to enhance HR and payroll systems

Smart AI service 
With modules for Payroll, Core 
HR, Employee Benefits and 
Time & Attendance, Al Faisal 
Holding will also leverage 
Ramco’s Self Explaining 
Payslips feature, a smart 
AI-based service that will allow 
Al Faisal’s employees to 
receive explanations of their 
remuneration and payslip via 
the Ramco CHIA virtual 
assistant.

South Africans struggle in the 
dark to cope with power cuts

AGENCIES

SOUTH Africans are strug-
gling in the dark to cope with 
increased power cuts that have 
hit households and businesses 
across the country.

The rolling power cuts have 
been experienced for years but 
this week the country’s state-
owned power utility Eskom 
extended them so that some 
residents and businesses have 
gone without power for more 
than 9 hours a day.

A strike by Eskom work-
ers added to the utility’s woes 
including breakdowns of its 
aging coal-fired power plants, 
insufficient generation capac-
ity and corruption, according 
to experts.

The prolonged power cuts 
are hitting South Africans 
in the winter months of the 
Southern Hemisphere when 
many households rely on elec-
tricity for heat, light and cook-
ing.

Small and large businesses 
have had to close down for 
prolonged periods or spend 
large amounts for diesel fuel 
to operate generators. Anger 
and frustration is widespread 
among business owners and 
customers at the power cuts, 
which Eskom calls load shed-
ding.

The power blackouts are 
here to stay say experts who 
warn it will take years to sub-
stantially increase South Af-
rica’s capacity to generate 
power. South Africa mines coal 
and relies heavily on coal-fired 

plants, which causes notice-
able air pollution. The country 
is looking to increase power 
production from solar and oth-
er renewable sources.

“The big picture is that we 
were at least expecting (heavy 
power cuts) this winter,” said 
energy expert Hilton Trol-
lip. “Eskom told us at the end 
of last year that there was 
a chronic power shortage... 
What that means is that until 
we have a substantial amount 
of extra generation on the grid, 
we will continue to be at the 
risk of load shedding at any 
stage. The question then is how 
bad will the load shedding be?” 
He lamented the impact of the 
blackouts on the economy.

“The most direct economic 
consequence is when busi-
nesses have to stop produc-
tion because they don’t have 
electricity... whether you have 
a factory, a travel agency or 
you have a shop,” said Trollip. 
“Whenever economic activity 
is disrupted because there is no 
electricity, that is a direct cost 
to the economy.” The power 
cuts are costing South Africa 
well over $40 million per day 
and deterring investment, say 
economists. South Africa’s 
economy, Africa’s most devel-
oped, is already in recession 
and is suffering a 35% unem-
ployment rate.

Small businesses in the 
country’s townships, suburbs 
and rural areas are among the 
hardest hit by the effects of the 
rolling blackouts, said Trollip.

Buhle Ndlovu, a teacher 

at a nursery school in Soweto, 
Johannesburg’s largest town-
ship, said the power cuts in-
creased her costs to run the 
school.

“We cater to about 40 chil-
dren here. We need to feed 
healthy meals to them daily,” 
said Ndlovu. “At the rate we 
charge we can’t afford to take 
on additional costs to buy gas 
in order for us to cook. Load-
shedding has really made it 
difficult for us.” She said it is a 
challenge to take care of chil-
dren by candlelight until par-
ents come to pick up their kids 
well after dark.

Some shops, however, are 
getting new business from the 
power cuts, like Uri’s Power 
Center which is seeing brisk 
sales of power generators, bat-
teries and other backup sys-
tems.

“I think people should 
definitely look to become less 
reliant on Eskom. I don’t be-
lieve that the power situation 
is going to resolve itself any 
time soon,” said owner Adam 
Zimmerman at his shop in 
the Randburg area. “We’re all 
aware of Eskom problems and 
people have various options 
whether to invest in a gen-
erator to run their business or 
home.” On Friday, Eskom chief 
executive Andre de Ruyter said 
at a press conference that the 
crisis was receiving serious at-
tention and that he had per-
sonally briefed President Cyril 
Ramaphosa about what the 
company is doing to keep the 
lights on.

A coal-fired power station in Witbank, South Africa. South Africans are struggling in the dark to cope with 
increased power cuts that have hit households and businesses across the country. 

Chip shortage keeps driving up auto prices
AGENCIES

U.S. new vehicle sales tum-
bled more than 21% in the 
second quarter compared 
with a year ago as the global 
semiconductor shortage con-
tinued to cause production 
problems for the industry.

Yet demand still out-
stripped supply from April 
through June, even with $5 
per gallon gasoline, high in-
flation and rising interest 
rates. The low supply has 
raised prices to record levels, 
knocking many consumers 
out of the new-vehicle mar-
ket.

Edmunds.com said that 
automakers sold 3.49 million 
vehicles during the quarter, 
nearly 933,000 fewer than 
the same period last year.

J.D. Power estimates that 
the average sales price of a 
new vehicle for the first six 
months of the year hit near-
ly $45,000, a record that is 
17.5% higher than a year ago. 
Edmunds.com reported that 
12.7% of consumers who fi-
nanced a new vehicle in June 
had monthly payments of 
$1,000 or more.

At General Motors, which 
reported a 15% sales drop, 
shortages of chips and other 
parts forced the company to 
build 95,000 vehicles with-
out one part or another. 
The incomplete vehicles are 
expected to be finished and 
sold by the end of the year.

Jack Hollis, head of Toy-
ota sales in North America, 
said the chip shortage didn’t 
improve as much as the com-
pany expected in the first half 

of the year, and he doesn’t 
see it getting much better un-
til next summer.

“Every microchip produc-
er is producing at maximum 
speed because they have 
maximum demand,” Hollis 
said. “There is no catching up 
going on. It’s actually falling 
behind.” Toyota sales were 
down 19% for the first half 
of the year and they fell 18% 
in June. That allowed GM to 
pass the Japanese company 
and retake the crown as the 
top-selling automaker in the 
U.S., a title GM lost last year.

Stellantis, formerly Fiat 
Chrysler, posted a 16% sales 
decline. Honda’s second-
quarter sales fell by more 
than half, with the company 
blaming “severe” supply 
chain issues. Nissan sales 
dropped nearly 39% for the 
quarter, and Hyundai posted 
a 23% sales dip.

Most automakers were 
reporting sales figures on 
Friday, but Tesla is likely to 
do so this weekend and Ford 
won’t report until Tuesday.

Edmunds predicted that 
nearly 3.5 million new vehi-
cles were sold last quarter in 
the U.S., 20.8% fewer than 
the same period a year ago. 
Edmunds expects inventory 
shortages to continue for the 
foreseeable future, frustrat-
ing auto buyers.

“The majority of consum-
ers who are purchasing vehi-
cles in these conditions are 
either in a financial position 
where money is less of a con-
sideration or are doing so out 
of absolute necessity,” said 
Edmunds analyst Jessica 
Caldwell.

Toyota’s Hollis said that 
demand remains exception-
ally strong, especially for 
more efficient gas-electric 

hybrid vehicles, and the 
company’s electric vehicle, 
the BZ4x. Hybrids and plug-
ins accounted for about 27% 
of Toyota’s sales in June, fol-
lowing a rising trend, he said.

But supply problems are 
limiting inventory and sales, 
Hollis said. The company 
started June with 9,000 ve-
hicles on dealer lots and 
ended the month with about 
8,500, he said. Vehicles are 
being sold within 36 hours of 
arriving at dealers.

Hyundai announced that 
it would stop selling its Ac-
cent and Veloster small cars 
in the U.S., furthering the 
trend of automakers cutting 
car models as SUVs have 
become America’s favorite 
body style.

Randy Parker, head of 
sales for Hyundai Motor 
America, said he expects the 
chip shortage to gradually get 
better this year, predicting a 
30% production increase 
over last year.

The company’s main 
electric vehicle, the Ioniq 5, 
is selling strong, with nearly 
7,500 delivered in the second 
quarter, Parker said.

But smaller, fuel-efficient 
gasoline vehicles don’t ap-
pear to be faring as well. 
Hyundai’s Elantra compact 
car saw a 44% sales drop dur-
ing the quarter, but is sales 
were halted for a time due to 
a safety recall issue.

Honda’s Civic sales fell 
54% during the first half, and 
Toyota’s Corolla compact car 
sales dropped 25% from Jan-
uary through June.

A line of cars are for sale at the Potamkin Hyundai dealership 
used car lot, Tuesday, in Miami Lakes, Florida.

Amazon bars off-duty warehouse workers from its buildings
AGENCIES

AMAZON is barring off-duty 
warehouse workers from the 
company’s facilities, a move or-
ganizers say can hamper union 
drives.

Under the policy shared 
with workers on Amazon’s 
internal app, employees are 
barred from accessing build-
ings or other working areas on 
their scheduled days off, and 
before or after their shifts.

An Amazon spokesperson 

said the policy does not pro-
hibit off-duty employees from 
engaging their co-workers in 
“non-working areas” outside 
the company’s buildings.

“There’s nothing more im-
portant than the safety of our 
employees and the physical se-
curity of our buildings,” Ama-
zon spokesperson Kelly Nantel 
said. “This policy regarding 
building access applies to build-
ing interiors and working areas. 
It does not limit employee ac-
cess to non-working areas out-

side of our facilities.” The notice 
of the new policy, dated Thurs-
day, says the off-duty rule “will 
not be enforced discriminato-
rily” against employees seeking 
to unionize. But organizers say 
the policy itself will hinder their 
efforts to garner support from 
co-workers during campaigns.

“On our days off, we come 
to work and we engage our co-
workers in the break rooms,” 
said Rev. Ryan Brown, an 
Amazon warehouse worker in 
Garner, North Carolina, who’s 

aiming to organize his work-
place following the labor win 
on Staten Island, New York, 
where workers at an Amazon 
warehouse voted in April to un-
ionize.

“This was a direct response 
to that, to try to stop organiz-
ing by any means necessary,” 
Brown said.

Seattle-based Amazon had 
previously barred employee ac-
cess to non-working areas be-
yond 15 minutes before or after 
their shifts.
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STATS PERFORM/DPA
MANCHESTER 

CRISTIANO Ronaldo is poised 
to become the biggest news 
of the transfer window, with 
reports stating he is keen on 
leaving Manchester United to 
continue playing in the Cham-
pions League.

The Portuguese superstar 
has played in Europe’s elite 
competition for 19 consecu-
tive seasons since first moving 
to United from Sporting CP in 
2003 and stands as the high-
est-ever scorer in the tourna-
ment with 140 goals. However, 
United’s sixth-placed finish in 
the Premier League last season 
means that Erik ten Hag takes 
over a side who are set for Eu-
ropa League football – and it 
is now reported that Ronaldo is 
pushing for an exit.

If he does get his wish, 
there are only a few likely 
destinations for the 37-year-
old and Stats Perform has as-
sessed some of them.

Napoli A return to Serie A 
has been touted for Ronaldo, 
with The Athletic naming Napo-
li as potential suitors - they have 
a void in their team following 
the exit of Lorenzo Insigne.

In Ronaldo’s three years in 
Italy with Juventus, no player 
scored more Serie A goals than 
his tally of 81 and, despite 
spending the past year with 
Manchester United, only Ciro 
Immobile has scored more Se-
rie A goals since 2018.

Napoli, having finished 
third in Serie A last year and 
nine points ahead of Juventus, 
would match Ronaldo’s desire 
to play Champions League foot-

ball – although the club’s financ-
es and Ronaldo’s wage demands 
may prove to be restrictive.

Chelsea Fresh from Todd 
Boehly’s takeover, Chelsea 
are looking to rejuvenate the 
squad and finances do not ap-
pear to be a problem, given 
they have allowed Romelu 
Lukaku to return to Inter on 
loan just a year after spending 
a club-record £97.5million on 
the Belgium forward.

Interestingly enough, it 
has been reported that Ron-
aldo’s agent, Jorge Mendes, 
has already met with the new 
Chelsea owner this summer 
and the Blues are in need of 
a striker having lost Lukaku, 
with Timo Werner performing 
better from a deeper role.

Whether Ronaldo would ac-
cept a move to a Premier League 
rival, given his status at Old 
Trafford, is the biggest question 
regarding any hopes the Blues 
may have in signing the vet-
eran forward and, if he is keen, 
United would likely demand a 
significant return on the invest-
ment they paid last year.

Chelsea also have interest 
in Raheem Sterling and Leeds 
United attacker Raphinha, but 
Ronaldo would be a statement 
of intent for the new owner.

Sporting CP With a United 
homecoming already under 
his belt, could Sporting secure 
a sensational return of their 
own and bring Ronaldo back 
to where it all began? It’s cer-
tainly not beyond the realm of 
possibility.

Second in Primeira Liga 

last season, Sporting have the 
Champions League football 
that Ronaldo craves and he is 
already a great at the club - 
though his success has come 

in his years since he left his 
home country in 2003.

Ronaldo had just a single 
season in the senior squad with 
Sporting before he moved to 
United, so he may feel he has 
unfinished business - and it is a 
side that can definitely com-
pete, having ended a 20-year 
barren spell without a league 
title in the 2020-21 season.

Bayern Munich Ronaldo has 
shone in three of Europe’s top-
five leagues, the Premier League, 
La Liga and Serie A, with only 
the Bundesliga and Ligue 1 left 
standing - and Bayern have 
been touted as potential suitors, 
though Paris Saint-Germain are 
not said to be interest (sorry, no 
link up with Lionel Messi just 
yet, sports fans).

With Robert Lewandows-
ki’s future at the Allianz Arena 
continuing to be shrouded in 
speculation, it may fall into 
place for the Poland interna-
tional to get what he wants, 
a move to Barcelona, and for 
Bayern to land Ronaldo as his 
replacement.

In the past five years, no 
player has scored more league 
goals than Lewandowski 
(193) but Ronaldo, along with 
the addition of Sadio Mane, 
should be able to fill any goal-
scoring void that would be left 
in the event of a departure.

Real Madrid Another pos-
sible return destination... 
could Ronaldo wind back up 
in the Spanish capital? The 
Champions League winners 
are hardly in need of anoth-
er superstar forward, given 

the incredible form of Karim 
Benzema, but bringing Ron-
aldo back to the club where he 
scored 450 goals would surely 
appeal to president Florentino 
Perez?  Madrid missed out on 
Kylian Mbappe, much to their 
frustration, and having Ron-
aldo in their side would plug a 
gap, so to speak, until the PSG 
forward is further into the new, 
three-year contract he signed 
with the French club in May.

MLS Champions League 
football has been documented 
as the reason for Ronaldo’s de-
sire to leave but, if such offers are 
not forthcoming, could a move 
to MLS be on the cards?  Finan-
cial rules and designated player 
spots would make a switch com-
plicated, with there only being 
a handful of teams likely to be 
able to make a move possible - 
likely to be those in Los Angeles, 
Miami and New York.

With the 2026 World Cup 
taking place in North Ameri-
ca, bringing Ronaldo to MLS 
would raise the profile of the 
league further – and would 
undoubtedly be the biggest ac-
quisition for the league since 
David Beckham’s move to LA 
Galaxy in 2007.

That move marked the 
start of a new era of soccer in 
the US and has evolved consid-
erably since, though Ronaldo’s 
arrival would send things to a 
completely new level. 

It has been reported that 
United do not wish to sell Ron-
aldo, but with his contract be-
ing up next year, could a switch 
to North America be likely?

CR7’S TRANSFER OPTIONS: Napoli,  
Chelsea, Real Madrid, Bayern, MLS? 

Cristiano Ronaldo.
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Captain  
Bumrah  
dazzles both 
with the bat 
and ball for 
India at  
Edgbaston
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Coco Gauff failed to make the fourth round for the first time at Wimbledon after she went down to fellow American Amanda Anisimova on 
Centre Court. French Open runner-up Gauff rose to prominence by making the last 16 at the All England Club in 2019 at the age of 15 with 
a run that included a victory over Venus Williams. Gauff also made the fourth round last year but could not handle the level of 20th seed 
Anisimova, who clinched a 6-7 (4-7), 6-2, 6-1 win. This meeting between the Americans was a repeat of the 2017 US Open junior final, 
which Anisimova won, but it was Gauff who won a close opening set here. Gauff edged the tie-breaker but had little answer to the world 
number 25 who claimed success with a fine backhand winner. It has put Anisimova, who made the semi-finals at Roland Garros in 2019, 
through to the fourth round at Wimbledon for the first time.The 20-year-old was full of emotion as she lay down on the grass at the conclu-
sion of two hours and seven minutes of tennis. Anisimova was able to compose herself for an on-court interview where she admitted: “It 
is the most special day of my career. “It is just a huge privilege to play on this court, I was so excited and to play Coco, an amazing player. 
“Before I was just trying to prepare myself to take it in, win or lose, so to win is so special.” Next up for Anisimova is Harmony Tan after 
she breezed to victory inside an hour against Britain’s Katie Boulter. (STATS Perform/DPA)

GAUFF’S CHALLENGE ENDED BY ANISIMOVA IN ALL-AMERICAN CLASH

QATAR’S SAAD AL SAAD EXCELS 
AT FEI YOUTH EQUESTRIAN 

GAMES IN GERMANY

Qatar’s Saad Ahmed Al Saad excelled at the FEI Youth Equestrian 
Games at Aachen 2022 in Germany on Saturday finishing a remarkable 
fourth riding 10-year-old chestnut mare DSP Cessy. In the showjumping 
competition with jump-off of heights 115-130cm, Al Saad clocked 78.13 
secs being flawless in the first round and a flawless 32.83secs in the 
jump-off. Al Saad was error-free in both the rounds and was honoured 
for being among the top eight riders at the prestigious youth event. 
Thomas Van Ruckevorsel of South Africa topped the competition astride 
Lucy 781 with a time of 31.69secs in the jump-off. Jad Guerraoui of 
Morocco on Lady Anegeles was second (31.83) and Mimi Gochman of 
USA on Merino Van De Achterhoek, third (32.56). Riders from over 30 
countries participated in the event. (TNN)

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

IGA Swiatek’s 37-match win-
ning streak came to an end 
on Wimbledon’s Court One 
as wily Frenchwoman Alize 
Cornet pulled off a sensational 
third-round victory.

Top seed and world num-
ber one Swiatek had not lost 
since February, when she was 
beaten by Jelena Ostapenko in 
Dubai, reeling off six succes-
sive tournament wins, includ-
ing her second French Open 
title.

It was the longest winning 
streak in women’s singles in 
the 21st century, and now it is 
over.

The 21-year-old Polish 
player had not looked com-
fortable on grass in her open-
ing two rounds at Wimbledon, 
and she was outsmarted on 
Saturday by the experienced 
Cornet, losing 6-4, 6-2 in an 
hour and 32 minutes.

At the age of 32, Cornet is 
playing a record-tying 62nd 
consecutive Grand Slam, 
matching Ai Sugiyama’s re-
cord. She is also enjoying her 
best year at the majors, reach-

ing a slam quarter-final for the 
first time in Australia before 
getting to the third round at 
Roland Garros.

Crucially, Cornet already 
had a famous Wimbledon 

scalp behind her coming into 
this match. Eight years ago, on 
the equivalent first Saturday of 
the championships and on the 
same court, Cornet defeated 
Serena Williams.

On this occasion, Cornet 
swept to a swift double break 
against the former Wimbledon 
girls’ champion, opening a 3-0 
lead. Swiatek got back into the 
opening set by recovering one 

break, but she could not draw 
level.

Swiatek then had a chance 
to break in the second game of 
the second set, and a 2-0 lead 
was hers when Cornet went 
long with a forehand.

Yet the lead was immedi-
ately squandered, a dazzling 
stop volley from Cornet saving 
game point before a looping 
backhand winner brought the 
set back onto serve.

From there, Cornet pulled 
away, Swiatek’s belief fading 
as the match raced away from 
her. At her 15th Wimbledon, 
Cornet was able to celebrate 
another show-stopping mo-
ment.

This was a 24th career win 
for Cornet against a player 
ranked inside the top 10, and 
a fourth against a world num-
ber one - the previous three all 
came against Serena Williams, 
all in 2014 (including one by 
retirement). 

The world number 37, 
who reached a career-high 
ranking of 11th in 2009, was 
facing Swiatek for the first 
time and now goes on to tack-
le Ajla Tomljanovic for a place 
in the last eight.

Cornet halts Swiatek run, eight 
years after famous Serena upset

France’s Alize Cornet celebrates beating Poland’s Iga Swiatek on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The All England Club in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Cristiano Ronaldo drops a bombshell, says he wants to leave Manchester United

STATS PERFORM/DPA
MANCHESTER

CRISTIANO Ronaldo should 
have told Manchester United 
he wanted to leave at the end 
of last season rather than drop 
a July bombshell, according to 
former Liverpool star Jamie 
Carragher.

Superstar Ronaldo re-
turned to Old Trafford last 
year, having enjoyed a remark-
able career in 12 seasons away 
with Real Madrid and Juven-
tus, but widespread reports on 
Saturday said the 37-year-old 
wants to leave again.

He is said to want to play 
in the Champions League, ac-
cording to The Times, which 
first reported the news, and 
United cannot offer that after 
a disappointing sixth-placed 
finish last season.

The Portugal striker has 
been a mainstay in that com-
petition throughout his career, 
and the prospect of being away 
from the frontline of elite Eu-
ropean football would be a 
step down.

New United manager Erik 
ten Hag will target a return to 
the Champions League, but 
that is at least a year away, and 
veteran Ronaldo does not have 
time to waste.

Unless Ronaldo has been 
given unexpected information 
about his role at United in the 
new season, Carragher said he 
could not understand the tim-
ing of his apparent request to 
move on.

Carragher sparked a debate 
with former United captain 
Gary Neville on Twitter when 
he wrote: “Ronaldo did exactly 
what I thought he would do, 
score goals but make the team 
worse. The transfer request 
also kills the idea he turned 

down Man City because of his 
love for Man United.” That 
was a reference to the saga 
that saw United seemingly pip 
Manchester City to the signing 
of Ronaldo last August, when 
Alex Ferguson appealed to his 
former star player to return to 
the Red Devils.

Carragher’s comments 
triggered a rebuttal from Nev-
ille, who said: “I get it, you’re 
full of yourselves but he can 
turn down City for United be-
cause he likes them more and 
still want to leave this sum-
mer. He left before but still 
loved the club. Enjoy Saturday 
night and your short period of 
success.” Carragher, who has 
seen Liverpool rack up a string 
of trophies during a lean re-
cent period for United, did not 
leave it at that.

“City didn’t want him 
you [clown] and you’re the 
same fella who kept saying it 
was like Elvis had arrived in 
Manchester! Elvis has left the 
building,” Carragher replied.

Carragher added: “Also, 
why now? Has ETH [Erik ten 
Hag] told him he is not part of 
his plans or will play a limited 
role?? Surely the end of last 
season was the right time to 
tell the club.” Ronaldo scored 
24 goals in all competitions 
last season, including 18 in the 
Premier League.

Carragher  says, Ronaldo 
‘made United worse,’ slams 

transfer request timing

Former Liverpool star  
Jamie Carragher.

Amanda Anisimova reacts on 
winning against Coco Gauff at 
Wimbledon on Saturday. (AFP)



Nadal swats 
aside Sonego
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

RAFAEL Nadal enjoyed se-
rene progress into round four 
at Wimbledon with a stylish 
6-1, 6-2, 6-4 defeat of Lorenzo 
Sonego on Saturday.

For the first time at 
SW19 this week, there was lit-
tle evidence of Nadal’s recent 
fitness problems as he com-
pletely outclassed his Italian 
opponent.

And on this form, the cal-
endar Grand Slam appears 
a genuine possibility for the 
Australian Open and French 
Open champion.

Indeed, it was hard not to 
feel sorry for Sonego - and he 
did appear to have the sympa-
thy of the Centre Court crowd 
- as Nadal’s strokes painted 
pretty patterns around him.

The Spaniard remarkably 
dropped only two points on 
his own serve in the first set - 
both to double-faults. It was a 
similar story in Sonego’s ser-
vice games, too, as he held at 
the first attempt but then lost 
the next nine in succession.

Such was Nadal’s superior-
ity a relieved Sonego lifted his 
arms to salute the crowd as he 
finally held serve in the fifth 
game of the second and was 
given a generous cheer.

That small victory scarcely 
slowed Nadal, who wrapped 
up the second on his own serve 

and then blasted Sonego away 
in the opening game of the 
third to break once again.

Sonego soon found a more 
effective way to hold up his 
opponent, however, appealing 
at length for the Centre Court 
roof to be closed and eventu-
ally succeeding after a brave 
hold and a handful of points 
on Nadal’s serve informed of-
ficials he was capable of drag-
ging the contest out under fad-
ing light.

So it briefly proved, as 
Nadal - perhaps irked by the 
delay - lost his composure 
and was broken to love after 
Sonego made a noise as he 
approached the ball; Nadal 
deemed the umpire an unnec-
essary middle man and called 
Sonego over for a word, clearly 
upsetting the Italian.

A fired-up Nadal immedi-
ately broke back, and after fi-
nally delivering a little drama, 
the match - and Sonego’s cam-
paign - was over.

Data Slam: Rafa ramp-
ing up This was Sonego’s first 
meeting with Nadal, and he 
might have picked a better 
time to face this fiercely fo-
cused great. The 22-time ma-
jor champion has now won 
10 third-round Wimbledon 
matches in a row, including 
the past four without drop-
ping a set. Sonego had a hard 
enough time merely winning a 
game for much of the match.

BADOSA BEATS TWICE CHAMPION KVITOVA

DPA
SILVERSTONE (ENGLAND) 

CARLOS Sainz of Ferrari 
produced the lap of his life to 
claim a maiden pole position 
ahead of Formula One cham-
pionship leader Max Verstap-
pen in wet qualifying for the 
British Grand Prix.

Red Bull’s Verstappen was 
the man to beat throughout 
Q3 but he could not improve 
on his final run, perhaps due 
to a brief yellow flag, on a dry-
ing track while Sainz found a 
brilliant 1 minute 40.983 sec-
onds around the 5.891-kilo-
metre track.

Verstappen, who has won 
five of the last six races to top 
the standings, was just 0.072 
seconds behind but with ti-
tle rival Charles Leclerc only 
third in the other Ferrari is 
still well-placed.

Sainz will now look to con-
vert his first pole position into 
a first win in Sunday’s race - 
the 150th of his career - which 
is forecast to be dry after the 
rain of Saturday.

“I put together a lap that I 
thought was nothing special, 

but it was on the board to see 
how it was, and it was pole po-
sition which came as a bit of a 
surprise,” Sainz said.

“I was struggling a lot with 
the standing water on the in-
termediates, there was a lot 
more standing water on the 
racing line and it was very easy 
to have snaps and lose the 

lap.” Every driver drove on the 
intermediate tyres throughout 
and Verstappen had a spin, 
though stayed on track, in his 
first flying lap in Q3.

He gradually found his 
range but was pipped at the 
end, hampered by a brief yel-
low flag caused by the Wil-
liams of Nicholas Latifi, who 

took an impressive 10th.
“It was tricky, raining and 

drying, so you had to be on the 
track at the right time,” Ver-
stappen said. 

“The car was working 
well. It was a bit of a lottery.” 
Leclerc, 46 points behind Ver-
stappen and in desperate need 
of a first victory since the third 
race of the season to breathe 
life into his title hopes, was 
content with his position.

“I’m happy for Carlos, 
he did a great job today,” he 
added. “I spun on the last 
lap, the lap when you need to 
put everything together and I 
didn’t, so I didn’t deserve to 
be on pole.” Sergio Perez was 
fourth in the other Red Bull 
while Lewis Hamilton was 

fifth for Mercedes, ahead of 
another Briton Lando Norris 
of McLaren.

Fernando Alonso was 
seventh for Alpine, unable to 
repeat his wonderful second 
from wet qualifying in Canada 
last time, with George Russell 
eighth for Mercedes and Zhou 
Guanyu ninth for Alfa Romeo.

Pierre Gasly (Alpha Tauri), 
Valtteri Bottas (Alfa Romeo), 
Yuki Tsunoda (Alpha Tauri), 
Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren) 
and Esteban Ocon (Alpine) ex-
ited in second qualifying.

Alexander Albon (Wil-
liams), Kevin Magnussen 
(Haas), Sebastian Vettel (As-
ton Martin), Mick Schumach-
er (Haas) and Lance Stroll 
(Aston Martin) exited in Q1.

Sainz stuns Verstappen for British 
Grand Prix pole at wet Silverstone

Ferrari’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr, who finished fastest to take 
pole position, reacts after the third and final qualifying session for the 
Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit 
in Silverstone, England on Sarurday. (AFP)

1 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 1:40.983
2 Max Verstappen Red Bull Racing Rbpt 1:41.055
3 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 1:41.298
4 Sergio Perez Red Bull Racing Rbpt 1:41.616
5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1:41.995
6 Lando Norris Mclaren Mercedes 1:42.084
7 Fernando Alonso Alpine Renault 1:42.116
8 George Russell Mercedes 1:42.161
9 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo Ferrari 1:42.719
10 Nicholas Latifi Williams Mercedes 2:03.095
11 Pierre Gasly Alphatauri Rbpt 1:43.702

12 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo Ferrari 1:44.232
13 Yuki Tsunoda Alphatauri Rbpt 1:44.311
14 Daniel Ricciardo Mclaren Mercedes 1:44.355
15 Esteban Ocon Alpine Renault 1:45.190
16 Alexander Albon Williams Mercedes 1:42.078
17 Kevin Magnussen Haas Ferrari 1:42.159
18 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 
1:42.666
19 Mick Schumacher Haas Ferrari 1:42.708
20 Lance Stroll Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 
1:43.430

Starting Grid

Tour de France: Jakobsen enjoys ‘amazing 
day’ as Wout van Aert takes yellow jersey

STATS PERFORM/DPA
COPENHAGEN 

FABIO Jakobsen celebrated 
“an amazing day” after sprint-
ing to victory in stage two of 
the Tour de France.

The second of three stages 
to be held in Denmark proved 
to be a frantic one, but ulti-
mately pre-race favourite Ja-
kobsen took his first individu-
al Tour de France triumph.

Preferred to Mark Caven-
dish and Julian Alaphilippe 
for Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl 
Team, Jakobsen repaid the 
team’s faith with a perfectly 
executed sprint in Nyborg, fol-
lowing a 202.5-kilometre ride 
from Roskilde.

Saturday’s route included 
an 18km crossing of the Great 
Belt Bridge, on which heavy 
winds caused havoc, with a 
huge crash halting the pro-
gress of two-time reigning 
champion Tadej Pogacar and 
world champion time triallist 
Filippo Ganna among others.

Fortunately for the General 
Classification hopefuls, the 
crash occurred within the final 
3,000 metres, meaning no rid-
er lost time, and the focus was 
able to switch to the sprinters 
at the front.

Wout van Aert and Danish 
hope Mads Pedersen looked 
well set coming out of the 

bunch, but Michael Morkov’s 
exceptional lead-out ability 
proved crucial for Quick-Step, 
as Jakobsen was able to launch 
an attack in the final 150m, 
and ultimately crossed the line 
first by a matter of inches.

For the 25-year-old, who 
suffered horrendous injuries 
in a crash at the Tour de Po-

logne less than two years ago, 
it marked a remarkable suc-
cess story.

“For me it was a long pro-
cess, step by step,” said the 
Dutchman. “A lot of people 
helped me along the way - this 
is to pay them back so they can 
see that it was not for nothing.

“I’m happy that I still en-

joy riding the bike, racing, and 
luckily I can win. It was an 
amazing day. The team kept 
me in a good position when 
we exited from the bridge. I 
could stay behind Morkov, he 
dropped me off in the wheel of 
Van Aert. I was next to [Peter] 
Sagan, we kind of touched each 
other but luckily we stayed al-

right, then it was a final stretch 
where I could launch.

“It sounds easy, but for 
sure the legs were in pain. But 
this is what we train for, this 
is why we race. And a stage at 
the Tour de France, I’ve been 
dreaming about that for 15 
years. It’s the biggest race. As 
a sprinter you want to make it 
here and to win.” 

Van Aert takes yellow While 
he was pipped to the post by Ja-
kobsen, Van Aert (Team Jum-
bo-Visma) leads the GC, taking 
a one-second advantage over 
overnight leader Yves Lam-
paert, meaning he will wear 
yellow on Sunday’s route from 
Vejle to Sonderborg.

Van Aert also leads the 
points classification after his 
efforts in the sprint.
STAGE RESULT  1. Fabio Ja-
kobsen (Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl) 
4:34:34 2. Wout van Aert (Team 
Jumbo-Visma) same time 3. 
Mads Pedersen (Trek-Segafredo) 
same time 4. Danny van Pop-
pel (BORA-Hansgrohe) same time 
5. Jasper Philipsen (Alpecin-
Deceuninck) same time 
General Classification 1. Wout 
van Aert (Team Jumbo-Visma) 
4:49:50 2. Yves Lampaert 
(Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl) +0.01 
3. Tadej Pogacar (UAE Team 
Emirates) +0.08 Points Classi-
fication 1. Wout van Aert (Team 
Jumbo-Visma) 60.

Quick-Step Alpha Vinyl Team’s Dutch rider Fabio Jakobsen (C) celebrates as he cycles to the finish line to 
win the 2nd stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 202,2 km between Roskilde and 
Nyborg, in Denmark, on Saturday. (AFP)

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego during 
their men’s singles match on the sixth day of the 2022 Wimbledon 
Championships at The All England Tennis Club in on Saturday.  
Nadal won 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. (AFP)

Boulter blown away by Williams-conqueror Tan
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

KATIE Boulter’s fine Wimble-
don run ended in disappoint-
ing fashion with a one-sided 
defeat by Harmony Tan in the 
third round on Saturday.

Boulter produced the best 
result of her career by upset-
ting last year’s runner-up 
Karolina Pliskova on Thurs-
day but was unable to get into 
the match against Tan, who 
has built on her first-round 
victory over Serena Williams 
brilliantly and is through to 
the last 16 at a grand slam for 
the first time.

Tan, ranked three places 
higher than Boulter at 115, was 
in control from the start and 
eased to a 6-1, 6-1 victory in 
just 51 minutes.

Wimbledon organizers 
faced criticism for not sched-
uling Boulter on a bigger 
court after her exploits against 
Pliskova, and there were plen-
ty of empty seats on Court Two 
when play began at 11am.

Boulter, who has been 
mourning the loss of her 
grandmother earlier this week, 

might have sensed it would 
not be her day when, in her 
first service game, she broke a 
string and saw two Tan shots 
hit the top of the net.

If the Frenchwoman had a 
slice of luck, though, she more 
than earned her superiority in 
the rest of the first set, serving 
superbly and making Boulter’s 
life very uncomfortable.

While the British num-

ber three was happily able to 
trade pace with the flat-hitting 
Pliskova, this was a very dif-
ferent assignment, with Tan 
chipping the ball back and 
mixing up angles and spins.

Boulter’s grandfather and 
close family were again court-
side to cheer her on but she 
looked all at sea in the first 
two games of the second set 
as dreams of a first run to the 

second week of a grand slam 
began to rapidly fade.

There were flashes of the 
shots that wowed Centre Court 
but most of the highlights 
came from Tan, including a 
tweener on her way to break-
ing serve again to lead 4-1.

Two games later, the con-
test was over, Boulter ending a 
match she will want to forget 
with a double fault.

France’s Harmony Tan (R) goes to shake hands with Britain’s Katie Boulter after winning at the end of their 
women’s singles match at Wimbledon in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Spain’s Paula 
Badosa breathes 
a sigh of relief 
defeating Czech 
Republic’s Petra 
Kvitova at the end 
of their women’s 
singles match on 
the sixth day of 
the 2022 Wim-
bledon Champion-
ships at The All 
England Tennis 
Club in London on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Australia’s  
Nick Kyrgios 
celebrates de-
feating Greece’s 
Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas on the sixth 
day of the 2022 
Wimbledon 
Championships 
in London on 
Saturday. Kyrgios 
won 6-7, 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (9-7). (AFP)

KYRGIOS BESTS TSITSIPAS
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ICC
BIRMINGHAM

THOUGH only 38 overs of 
play was possible on a rain-
truncated day, there was no 
shortage of action at Edgbas-
ton between England and In-
dia on Saturday.

At the start of the day’s 
play, Ravindra Jadeja was 17 
runs away from a century, with 
the question being whether 
he would be afforded enough 
support from the other end to 
reach the landmark. The bat-
ter got brilliant support from 
Mohammad Shami as the pair 
embarked on a 48-run stand 
which helped Jadeja get closer 
to his century while assisting 
India to get closer to a score 
of 400. 

Jadeja would finally bring 
up his ton – the third of his ca-
reer – before Shami perished 
after playing a handy knock 
of 16. Jadeja too would be 
undone by a brilliant delivery 
from Anderson for 104, but it 
was an innings of sheer class 
from the Indian all-rounder.

A captain’s knock with the 
bat, from a player you’d least 
expect it from! Jasprit Bumrah 
clearly enjoyed himself out in 
the middle at Edgbaston at the 
expense of Stuart Broad. In a 
history-making feat, Broad 
conceded 35 runs off an over, 
with Bumrah scoring the bulk 
of the runs, making it the most 
expensive over in the history 
of Test cricket.

Bumrah remained unbeat-
en on 31*, with his fireworks 
helping India past the score of 
400. 

After a string of low scores 
against New Zealand, the 
pressure was on Alex Lees and 
Zak Crawley to deliver a solid 
start for England. But they 
again failed to make a signifi-
cant contribution, with Jas-
prit Bumrah proving to be too 
good for them.

Bumrah first got through 
the defence of Lees, bowling 
him for 6. Crawley was loose 
on the drive, going hard but 
failing to get to the pitch of the 

ball, edging one to the slips on 
9. The onus was on the Eng-
land middle-order, again. 

It was a frustrating day, 
with rain playing hide and 

seek throughout. When it fi-
nally stopped, only one hour 
of play was possible.

Root set the tone with two 
boundaries in the opening 

over but Bumrah and Sha-
mi, who were fresh from the 
break, were creating chances.

But it was Siraj who got 
the big wicket of Root with a 
brilliant short ball that went 
to the keeper. Nightwatchman 
Jack Leach could have gone 
for a golden duck had Virat 
Kohli not spilt his catch a slip. 
Leach’s lifeline, though, lasted 
only four more balls as he was 
out caught behind, forcing 
Stokes to walk out to bat.

Together with Bairstow, 
he ensured India did not in-
flict any more damage before 
stumps.

Bumrah creates history with the bat 
before England top-order crumbles

AUSTRALIA’S left-arm spin-
ner Ashton Agar has been 
ruled out of their second Test 
against Sri Lanka, which be-
gins on 8 July.

The 28-year-old will fly 
home after failing to recover 
from a side strain and has 
been replaced by left-arm fin-
ger spinner Jon Holland.

Agar, who hasn’t played 
a Test since 2017, was not 
considered for the first Test 

against Sri Lanka either, with 
leg-spinner Mitchell Swepson 
in the XI. Australia won the 
first Test by 10 wickets.

Australia captain Pat 
Cummins was impressed 
with Swepson’s bowling and 
praised the leggie after their 
comprehensive victory under 
three days.

“Really happy with Swe-
po,” said Cummins. “A couple 
of key breakthroughs in the 

first innings and then today, 
top-order wickets.

“Really valuable, I thought 
he controlled the tempo of 
the game, he had some bat-
ters come really hard at him. 
I thought he bowled beauti-
fully.”

Interestingly, Agar’s re-
placement Holland himself 
is nursing an injury. He hurt 
his finger before the second 
Australia A four-day match 

against Sri Lanka A but is on 
the road to recovery and in 
with a chance to be considered 
for the final match of the tour.

35-year-old Holland, who 
made his debut in 2016, has 
featured in only four Tests so 
far, picking up nine wickets. 
His last Test was against Paki-
stan in October 2018.

The second and final Test 
will be played in Galle from 8 
to 12 July. (ICC)

Australia’s Agar unavailable for 2nd Test against Sri Lanka

EDGBASTON TEST: INDIA VS ENGLAND
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India’s Jasprit Bumrah watches the ball after playing a shot during his 
blitzkrieg innings on on Day 2 of the fifth cricket Test against England 
at Edgbaston, Birmingham, in central England on Saturday. (AFP)

AGENCIES
BIRMINGHAM

HISTORY was created by 
Jasprit Bumrah on Saturday 
as the stand-in India captain 
took a world record 35 runs 
from one Stuart Broad over on 
the second day of the fifth Test 
against England on Saturday.

Bumrah displayed his 
prowess with the bat by taking 
35 runs (4,5w,7nb,4,4,4,6,1) 
from Broad’s final over in the 
first innings as India’s tail 
wagged to help them amass a 
score of 416 at Edgbaston.

The India quick hit Broad 
for two massive sixes (one 
came from a no-ball), four 
boundaries, a single and was 
helped with five wides in the 
record-breaking over.

It meant Broad conceded 
a total of 35 runs, surpass-
ing the previous record held 
by West Indies great Brian 
Lara, Australia’s George Bai-
ley and South Africa’s Kes-
hav Maharaj.

Lara took 28 off one 
Robin Peterson over back in 

2003, while Bailey (2013) 
and Maharaj (2020) also 
shared the record.

Bumrah finished unbeat-
en on 31 - the highest score 
for any debutant captain bat-
ting at No.10 - as Mohammed 
Siraj eventually holed out to 
James Anderson. 

Broad becomes 3rd pacer 
to take 550 Test wickets

Stuart Broad also completed 
550 wickets in Test cricket.

Broad reached this land-
mark when he got the wicket 
of Mohammed Shami for 16 
in the 80th over. Shami tried 
to ramp the ball straight to 
the third man, but was caught 
by spinner Jack Leach.

Broad is the third pacer 
to reach the landmark of 550 
wickets in the longest format 
of the game, besides legend-
ary Australian pacer Glenn 
McGrath and English pace 
icon James Anderson.

Anderson has 656 Test 
wickets, McGrath has 563 
while Broad currently has 
550 Test wickets.

BUMRAH V BROAD: The most 
expensive over in Test history

England’s Stuart Broad on Day 2 of the fifth cricket Test against 
India at Edgbaston in Birmingham on Saturday. (AFP)

India’s captain Jasprit Bumrah (2nd L) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of England’s Zak Crawley on the second day of the 
fifth cricket Test at Edgbaston in Birmingham (central England) on Saturday. England were 85 for 2 in reply to India’s first innings total of 416. 
The match should have been played in Manchester last September but, hours before it was due to start, it was postponed because of COVID-19 
concerns in the India camp. India take a 2-1 lead into this, the final match in the five-match series. (AFP)

INDIA 1ST INNINGS (OVERNIGHT: 338-7)
S. Gill c Crawley b Anderson  17
C. Pujara c Crawley b Anderson  13
H. Vihari lbw b Potts  20
V. Kohli b Potts  11
R. Pant c Crawley b Root  146
S. Iyer c Billings b Anderson  15
R. Jadeja b Anderson  104
S. Thakur c Billings b Stokes  1
Mohammed Shami c Leach b Broad  16
J. Bumrah not out  31
Mohammed Siraj c Broad b Anderson  2

Extras: (b4, lb17, nb14, w5)  40
Total: (All out, 84.5 overs, 422 mins)  416
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Gill), 2-46 (Pujara), 3-64 (Vihari), 
4-71 (Kohli), 5-98 (Iyer), 6-320 (Pant), 7-323 (Thakur), 
8-371 (Shami), 9-375 (Jadeja), 10-416 (Siraj).
Bowling: Anderson 21.5-4-60-5 (1nb); Broad 18-3-89-
1 (2nb, 1w); Potts 20-1-105-2 (1nb); Leach 9-0-71-0; 
Stokes 13-0-47-1 (10nb); Root 3-0-23-1.
ENGLAND 1ST INNINGS
A. Lees b Bumrah  6
Z. Crawley c Gill b Bumrah  9
O. Pope c Iyer b Bumrah  10

J. Root c Pant b Siraj  31
J. Bairstow not out  12
J. Leach c Pant b Shami  0
B. Stokes not out  0
Extras: (b8, lb3, nb5)  16
Total: (For 5 wkts, 27 overs, 135 mins)  84
To bat: S Billings, M Potts, S Broad, J Anderson.
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Lees), 2-27 (Crawley), 3-44 
(Pope), 4-78 (Root), 5-83 (Leach).
Bowling: Bumrah 11-1-35-3 (5nb); Shami 13-3-33-1; 
Siraj 3-2-5-1.

Scoreboard

AFTER England pacer Stuart Broad bowled the most expensive over in Test history on Saturday, former South African all-rounder Robin Peterson took to social media to share his 
quirky reaction. Broad bowled the most expensive over in history of Test cricket against India in the fifth and final Test of the series at Edgbaston on Saturday. Peterson was the 
previous holder of this unwanted record. “Sad to lose my record today oh well, records are made to be broken I guess. Onto the next one #ENGvIND,” tweeted Peterson. (ANI)

Records are meant to be broken: Peterson jokes about losing his record to Broad
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DUSTIN Johnson and Carlos 
Ortiz are tied for the lead at 
LIV Golf Portland after two 
rounds of play, heading into 
the final day at eight under, 
two strokes clear of the chas-
ing field.

Ortiz was the outright 
leader after his first-round 67, 
following it up with a three-
under 69. Johnson was out-
right second after Thursday, 
posting a 68, and he proceed-
ed to shoot another 68 in his 
second trip around Pumpkin 
Ridge Golf Club.

Arguably the biggest star 
on the LIV Golf roster after 
Phil Mickelson, Johnson had 
six birdies and one bogey on 
the front-nine, with three bo-
geys and two birdies on the 
back-nine keeping him from 
running away with a lead.

In outright third place is 
Branden Grace at six under, 
while Justin Harding is alone 
at five under, with the group of 
Brooks Koepka, Louis Oosthui-
zen, Jinchiro Kozuma, Patrick 
Reed and Sihwan Kim rounding 
out the top-10 in a tie for fifth.

With Johnson and Reed 
both near the top of the lead-
erboard, it puts their team - 4 
Aces GC, along with Pat Perez 
and Talor Gooch - atop the 
teams leaderboard at 15 un-
der, four strokes clear of the 
South African team Stinger 
GC, consisting of Grace, Oost-
huizen, Hennie du Plessis and 

Charl Schwartzel.
After an even par opening 

round, Bryson DeChambeau 
put himself back into conten-
tion with a three-under Fri-
day, giving him a share of 10th 
with Sam Horsfield.

4 Aces partners Gooch and 
Perez are both at two under, 

tied for 12th, while Martin 
Kaymer, Matthew Wolff and 
Kevin Na are the last of the 
players under par.

Abraham Ancer is at even 
par, Sergio Garcia is at two 
over, and Mickelson shot his 
second consecutive 75 to fin-
ish play at six over.

Johnson holds share of  
lead at LIV Golf Portland

Dustin Johnson hits his tee shot on the fourth hole during round two 
of the LIV Golf Invitational - Portland at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club in 
North Plains, Oregon, on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Mauritanian Beide wins QCA’s open blitz chess

THE second event of Qatar 
Chess Association’s monthly 
Open Blitz Championship was 
won by Mauritanian Sidi Bei-
de on Thursday.

Beide finished with 6.5 
points ahead of Filipino Ryan 

Mendoza, while the third 
place was claimed by Egyptian 
Asaad Abu Al Atta. Indian Ir-
fan Suleiman finished fourth 
while the fifth place went to 
Joya Florin. The sixth place 
was won by Secretary-General 

of QCA Youssef Mohammed 
Al Mutawa.

Qatar’s Youssef Ahmed Al 
Abdullah emerged as the best 
Qatari player overall. 

Indian Sajjan Al Ben won 
the first place in the under-16 

same category where Saad Al 
Sulaiti emerged as the best 
Qatari player.

A total of 66 players par-
ticipated in the tournament. 
Yousef Muhammad Al Muta-
wa crowned the winners.
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QF employee recalls Srebrenica genocide and how he got life back in Qatar
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
alumnus Vahid Suljic nar-
rates his journey from 
Europe’s worst massacre 
since World War II to Doha

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FIFTY years after the world 
said “never again” to the hor-
rors of the Holocaust, geno-
cide took place on European 
soil. The name Srebrenica 
has become synonymous with 
those dark days in July 1995 
when, in the first ever United 
Nations-declared safe area, 
thousands of men and boys 
were systematically mur-
dered and buried in mass 
graves. The victims, predomi-
nantly Muslim, were selected 
for death on the basis of their 
identity. This was the worst 
atrocity on European soil 
since the Second World War.

On Monday, July 11, 2022, 
thousands of people will gath-
er at Potocari, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, to commemo-
rate the 27th anniversary of 
the Srebrenica genocide. In 
2009, the European Parlia-
ment declared July 11, the of-
ficial day of remembrance for 
the victims of Srebrenica. On 
this day each year, people all 
over the world are asked to 

honor the victims and survi-
vors of the genocide.

Vahid Suljic – an alumnus 
of Qatar Foundation’s (QF) 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) and of Qatar Univer-
sity – survived the Bosnian 
war and the Srebrenica geno-
cide as a nine-year-old boy.

Suljic was born in a small 
village named Voljavica near 
the border with Serbia. In 
May 1992, Serb soldiers be-
gan torturing and killing his 
neighbours from nearby vil-
lages. Those who were still 
alive were taken to concen-
tration camps. For a while, 
he and his family hid in the 
woods near their house, be-
cause they were afraid that 
what had happened to their 
neighbors would happen to 
them. To save themselves, 
they fled to Srebrenica, which 
was under the control of the 
legal Bosnian army.

On that road, while walk-
ing toward Srebrenica, they 
survived two ambushes, 
where some people from 
the group were not so lucky. 
When they arrived in Srebren-
ica, they lived in the house of 
a relative for a short period 
and later moved to another 
apartment. Suljic remembers 
always looking for food.

From July 6 to 12, 1995, 
Srebrenica suffered a string 

of attacks by the Bosnian Serb 
Army and Serbian paramili-
taries, who had been trying to 
conquer it since 1992.

The scenario from three 
years before was repeated. To 
survive, they went along with 
others to a former battery fac-
tory, where the UN base held 
by Dutch battalion soldiers 
was located, to seek protec-
tion. Suljic’s father went 
across the woods to reach free 
territory. He knew if he stayed 
with the family, they would 
have no chance of surviving.

Inside and outside the bat-
tery factory, there were thou-
sands of people who came 
seeking protection. It became 
obvious that the Dutch sol-

diers did not know what to 
do with them. “In those mo-
ments, fierce battles were be-
ing fought around us, every-
one was scared,” Suljic said. 
“While people were sleeping, 
I saw Serb soldiers separat-
ing the men and taking them 
away from their families.”

Suljic remembers hearing 
men screaming and asking for 
help every night. After three 
days, the buses arrived. “They 
said the women and children 
would be moved to Tuzla, a 
free territory controlled by the 
legal army of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. All males between 
the ages of 11 and 77 were 
told they must stay and wait 
to be picked up by another set 

of buses,” Suljic said. He was 
then led by his uncle, who was 
later forcibly separated from 
his family by Serbian soldiers.

Suljic got on the bus in 
hope that he would meet 
his loved ones again in Tu-
zla. As he travelled to Tu-
zla, he watched the captured 
men being taken to be shot. 
Among them, he saw his 
neighbours, with whom he 
had played before the war. 
“They looked so scared”.

Suljic and his family ar-
rived in Tuzla, where they 
lived in a refugee camp. After 
that they were moved to a vil-
lage not too far away. In those 
days, he did not know what 
happened to his father, un-

cles, and other relatives. After 
seven days of crossing through 
Serbian lines and ambushes, 
his father had managed to 
survive, but most other rela-
tives did not. A couple of years 
ago, he and his family received 
a phone call telling them that 
the bodies of his uncles were 
found in mass graves.

By July 11, 1995, Suljic’s 
world had changed. Within 
a few days, he had lost so 
many relatives. His became 
known as “The Lost Genera-
tion”, young children with no 
dreams and little prospects. 
During the war, his childhood 
was focused on one thing only 
— survival.

Bosnia’s dark period left 
a generation of young people 
traumatized by the horrors 
of war. Unfortunately, Suljic 
witnessed so many bad things 
– things one just cannot for-
get. But often there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel. In 
Qatar, he got his life back as 
well as his dreams that had 
been stolen from him.

As an international stu-
dent who was given the op-
portunity to come to Qatar, 
and in a multicultural city 
like Doha, Suljic felt honored 
to be part of the diverse and 
colorful society.

After he earned his bach-
elor’s degree from Qatar 

University, he took advan-
tage of the opportunities in 
Qatar, and furthered his ed-
ucation at HBKU, where he 
completed his MA in Public 
Policy in Islam.

The time spent at HBKU 
was valuable in many ways. 
“Qatar Foundation not only 
enriched my academic learn-
ing, but also taught life les-
sons that have been incredibly 
rewarding. Academics were 
challenging and interesting. 
The lectures were brilliant, and 
the outcome of those lectures 
were clearly shown at the end 
of each semester,” Suljic said.

QF has made him more 
independent, self-confident, 
professional, and goal orient-
ed, he says. It is at QF where 
he experienced attending and 
handling many projects and 
events of international level. 

The lesson from Srebren-
ica is that no society is im-
mune to prejudice and intol-
erance. “We must all remain 
vigilant against these forces, 
and take positive action to 
build stronger, more resilient 
communities,” Suljic said.

(Vahid Suljic is the found-
er of Qatar’s largest student 
platform called Campus & 
Student Life in Qatar (@Stu-
dents_Qatar) and currently 
works for Qatar Foundation.)

Education City students 
hone skills at QF Tamuq’s 
Future Learning Academy

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MORE than 30 students from Edu-
cation City experienced a unique 
learning journey during the second 
edition of the Future Leaders Acad-
emy designed to help aspiring leaders 
unleash their potential and introduce 
them to essential leadership and man-
agement skills.

Organised by the Center for 
Teaching and Learning (CTL) at Tex-
as A&M University at Qatar (tamuq), 
a Qatar Foundation (QF) partner uni-
versity, the Future Leaders Academy 
was presented in collaboration with 
academic and industry stakehold-
ers and gave students from various 
Education City universities an op-
portunity to explore principles of core 
leadership elements, including strate-
gic thinking, organisational entrepre-
neurship, financial management and 
project management.

The programme included modules 
on Principles of Strategy, led by HEC 
Paris in Qatar, Managing Financial 
Resources by McKinsey & Company, 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship, Erics-
son and TASMU and Project Manage-
ment, Tafawoq — Qatar Shell. 

Students also had an opportunity 
to network and interact with industry 
representatives.

Joshua Kobb, executive director of 
Partnerships and Growth at HEC Paris 
in Qatar, said: “We were pleased to de-
liver the ‘Principles of Strategy’ module 
for the Future Leaders Academy (FLA) 
programme and show our support for 
Qatar Foundation’s multiversity pro-
ject. At HEC Paris, we have outstand-
ing expertise in developing strategic 
thinking among future public and pri-
vate sector leaders. 

“To think strategically is vitally 

important for today’s and tomorrow’s 
leaders as it assists them in navigating 
unknown situations and developing 
skills to continuously learn, evolve and 
make decisions that enable organisa-
tions to push forward even in the face 
of setbacks or intense competition.”

Elissa Meflih, a senior at North-
western University in Qatar (NU-Q) 
who participated in the programme, 
said: “Being a part of the Future 
Leaders Academy at Texas A&M 
University at Qatar this year has 
been a very enlightening experience. 
Over the course of a week, we were 
joined by several esteemed industry 
experts from organisations such as 
HEC Paris and McKinsey & Compa-
ny, who shared a lot of key insights 
on project management, finance 
management, entrepreneurship, 
team work and leadership. I highly 
encourage individuals to take part in 
future editions of the programme as 
the knowledge they will accumulate 
is immense and insightful.”

Fellow participant Mohammed 
Tahri-Sqalli from Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, said: “It was honestly a 

very well put, intensive and compel-
ling programme. It was interesting to 
meet students from other QF universi-
ties and to work alongside each other, 
while being mentored by industry ex-
perts. I would like to express my grati-
tude to the organisers and facilitators 
of this programme.”

Lana El Ladki, CTL programme 
manager, said that opportunities such 
as the Future Leaders Academy em-
power students to enhance their skills 
beyond the classroom. 

She said, “Through such pro-
grammes, we aim to support stu-
dents explore engineering beyond 
academics, acquire and hone prac-
tical skills which will allow them in 
thrive in the workplace and to build 
last connections with representatives 
from the industry.”

This year, the CTL launched digital 
credentials for the participants. At the 
end of the programme, participants re-
ceived a digital badge which validates 
that the student has successfully com-
pleted the Future Leadership Acad-
emy programme, and expounds on the 
skills and knowledge acquired. 

Silatech and partners 
secure jobs for over 
700 youth in Morocco

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SILATECH, an international socio-
economic development non-profit 
organisation that connects youth to 
jobs and economic opportunities, 
has announced a new milestone in 
Morocco with its partners -- the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation and 
EFE-Maroc -- where over 700 young 
men and women have been placed 
into jobs in various sectors, includ-
ing education, sales, food and bever-
age, and the automotive industry.

The ‘A Chance to Reset: Reskill-
ing, Empowerment towards Sus-
tainable Employment to Thrive’ 
project aims to bridge the skills mis-
match and tackle the high youth un-
employment rate in Morocco, espe-
cially after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The project targets the place-
ment of 8,175 youth into high de-
mand jobs. 

“The pandemic has been cata-
strophic for young people around 
the world, but it has accelerated 
the pace of change for organisa-
tions like Silatech to come back 
stronger than before. We believe 
that partnerships and innovative 
solutions are the ultimate way for-
ward to tackle the rising global is-

sue of youth unemployment,” said 
Silatech CEO Hassan Ali Al Mulla. 

This four-year project aims 
to combat the high rates of youth 
unemployment and underemploy-
ment that Morocco faces within its 
youth demography by helping them 
develop their skills as well as their 
technical expertise based on the job 
market needs. 

“Since September 2021, and 
thanks to the ‘RESET’ project, 
EFE-Maroc has been able to train 
thousands of youth across Morocco 
and place more than 700 job seek-
ers into employment. Our goal is to 
reach 2,000 placements annually, 
which is achievable when we have a 
strong and agile ecosystem as is the 
case for Morocco and this is thanks 
to its four main pillars: committed 
public partners, a motivated private 
sector, high potential young people 
and a dedicated civil society”, said 
Houda Barakate, EFE-Maroc CEO.

James Carty, deputy director 
for Middle East and East Asia, at 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, said: “We are proud of what 
has been accomplished by this 
partnership with Silatech and EFE-
Maroc in its first year. Programmes 
such as the ‘RESET’ are extremely 
important, particularly in a country 

where 43 percent of the population 
is below the age of 24. The pandem-
ic is the most serious health crisis 
the world has experienced in a long 
time and there has never been a 
greater need to tackle employment 
with focus and innovation. “

Various activities have been 
held to achieve this important 
milestone and facilitate access to 
the job market for its beneficiar-
ies. This included organising open 
days in different cities and a virtual 
job fair which gathered job seekers 
with employers from different sec-
tors and across the country with 
the support of government institu-
tions like the National Agency for 
the promotion of Employment and 
Competencies (ANAPEC).

This project is a step forward for 
Morocco’s youth by providing them 
with the necessary training and 
skills required in today’s job mar-
ket. Through helping to strengthen 
the skills of young people, Silatech 
and its partners are empowering an 
entire generation to grow not only 
their career but also their country. 
The success of this project in Mo-
rocco can hopefully be replicated 
in other countries that face similar 
challenges concerning youth unem-
ployment and underemployment.

‘Qatar keen to enhance Afghan women’s 
participation in peace-building process’

QNA 
GENEVA

QATAR has affirmed its keenness to 
enhance the active participation of 
Afghan women in peace-making and 
building process.

This came in the statement of 
Qatar delivered by Acting Charge 
d’Affaires of the Permanent Delega-
tion of Qatar in Geneva Jawhara Al 
Suwaidi before the 50th Human 
Rights Council, during the Urgent 
Debate on the Situation of Human 
Rights for Women and Girls in Af-
ghanistan.

In its statement, Qatar reiter-

ated its deep concern about the 
suspension of studies in second-
ary schools for girls, stressing that 
these negative practices will have a 
significant impact on human rights, 
development and the economy in 
the country.

Suwaidi said Qatar will continue 
to coordinate with partners to en-
able Afghan people to address all 
humanitarian, economic and social 
challenges, preserve the gains made, 
and achieve security, peace, stability 
and development in Afghanistan and 
in the region.

Qatar stressed that making fur-
ther progress in Afghanistan also 
requires taking effective and urgent 
measures to mitigate the humanitar-
ian impact of the existing crisis on 
all segments of society, especially on 
women, girls and children, as well as 
continuing efforts to reach a com-
prehensive national reconciliation.


