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THE southern Iraqi city of 
Basra is set to host the 25th 
Gulf Cup in 2023, the Arab 
Gulf Cup Football Federa-
tion (AGCFF) announced  
on Thursday, marking the  
first time the country has 
hosted the competition in 
over 40 years.

The Executive Office, dur-
ing the meeting chaired by HE 
President of the AGCFF Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Thani, discussed many top-
ics on the agenda foremost of 

which was the report of the In-
spection Committee following 
its recent visit to Basra which 
will hold the competitions of 
the 25th Gulf Cup.

HE President of the AGCFF 
praised the preparations of the 
city of Basra to host the event. 
His Excellency said the event 
will bring together the peo-
ple of the Gulf and Iraqis who 
have been waiting to host the 
event on their soil for a long 
time. HE also expressed his 
full confidence in the ability of 
the Iraqi football association 
in general and the city of Basra 
in particular to present the re-

gions most prominent football 
event in the best manner.

The Secretary-General of 
the AGCFF, Jassim Sultan Al 
Rumaihi, gave a detailed ex-
planation of Basras prepara-
tions to host the tournament. 
He also unveiled detailed re-
ports on the developments 
and progress of work in stadi-
ums and hotels in the city.

Basra had been selected to 
host three previous editions 
since 2010 of the Gulf Cup but 
the venue was changed each 
time due to concerns. 

Iraq’s Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al Kadhimi, and Pres-

ident Barham Salih both sent 
out congratulatory tweets fol-

lowing the decision from the 
AGCFF to approve Basra’s bid 

to host 25th Gulf Cup.
“We promise our peo-

ple and our brothers in the 
Gulf that this football festival 
will be worthy of the name of 
Iraq, and match international 
standards,” said Kadhimi.

The tournament is set to 
take place from January 6 to 
January 19, 2023. It was ini-
tially set to take place in De-
cember 2022, but was post-
poned as it was believed to 
be scheduled too close to the 
World Cup in Qatar which 
takes place in November later 
this year.

The only time Iraq hosted 

the Gulf Cup was in 1979 when 
they also emerged victorious. 
The country shares the hon-
our of being the second most-
decorated Gulf Cup champion 
of all time, a position it shares 
with Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
having won the tournament 
three times, despite compet-
ing in only 14 editions of the 
cup. Kuwait leads the ranking, 
having won 10 times. 

Arabian Gulf Cup is a foot-
ball competition held once 
every two years. The first edi-
tion of the Gulf cup was held 
in Bahrain 1970 while the last 
edition was held in Qatar 2019.

Iraq’s Basra named as host city for 25th Gulf Cup championship in 2023
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IT is exactly 20 years since Cafu cap-
tained Brazil to FIFA World Cup 
glory. On 30 June 2002, the leg-
endary right-back lifted the famous 
trophy at Yokohama Stadium in 

Japan after the Selecao beat Germany 2-0 
thanks to a double from Ronaldo. 

It was a record third appearance in the 
FIFA World Cup final for Cafu – after Bra-
zil’s victory over Italy in 1994 and defeat 
to France four years later. Cafu remains 
the only man to play in three finals.

To mark the 20th anniversary of Bra-
zil’s victory, we sat down with Cafu to 
discuss his legendary career and look for-
ward to this year’s tournament in Qatar, 
which will be held from 21 November to 
18 December.

Excerpts
It is 20 years since you lifted the trophy 
in Japan. Looking back, how do you feel 
about that moment?
I feel very proud and very happy to have 
represented Brazil and had the opportunity 
to lift the World Cup. The memories will stay 
with me for the rest of my life. I feel very 
happy to have participated in this historic 
moment. 

When you were growing up, did you ever 
imagine you would win the World Cup?
Of course, every player has a dream – firstly 
to become a professional and then to play 
in a great team and take part in the World 
Cup. When you play in the World Cup, the 
dream is to become a world champion. 
I had a dream and it became reality. I’m 
very proud of what we achieved. 

You won the World Cup in 1994 and 2002. 
How do the two victories compare?
They are both extremely important. Win-

ning the World Cup at the age of 24 was a 
dream in 1994. In 2002, we won the trophy 
for the fifth time and I was the captain – so 
for me personally, the weight of 2002 is 
greater. 

You lost the World Cup final to France in 
1998. Did this help motivate you in 2002?
Look, it’s part of football, you either win or 
lose in our profession. People say we lost 
the final in ’98 but I say we reached the 
final – that’s not easy. Of course, four years 
later, we only wanted to win it. 

What are your thoughts when you look 
back on the 2002 final against Germany?
Before the game, all I could think about 
was winning the World Cup final. We were 
in a position to achieve our goal. The 
main memory I have from the 
game is lifting the trophy, 
winning the cup for Brazil 
and celebrating an-
other World Cup title. 
These are some of 
the best memo-
ries from my 
career. 

As captain, do you remember what you 
told the players before the game?
I clearly remember what I said before the 
game: ‘Don’t do anything different from 
what you’ve done so far to reach the World 
Cup final – be the best at what you already 
do’.

What were your feelings at the final whis-
tle?
It was a feeling of accomplishment, a 
feeling of joy, of happiness. No words can 
describe that moment.

What are your thoughts on the current 
Brazil team, who will head to Qatar aiming 
to win a record sixth title?
I think it’s a very good team. They have 
a good mix of youth and experience. The 

squad has many players that are the 
main players at their clubs, 

who have already made 
history with the 

national team and 
are achieving great 
things at club 
level. Brazil is in 
a good position 
for the World 
Cup in Qatar – 
the players are 
motivated, and I 
really hope they 
meet our ex-
pectations and 
have a great 
tournament. 

Players like 
Vinicius 

Júnior and Rodrygo have shown good form 
at Real Madrid – do you think they will 
have a big impact in Qatar?
Vinicius Júnior and Rodrygo have been 
outstanding at Real Madrid. We still have 
five months to go until the World Cup and 
many things can happen. However, if these 
players and others arrive in the same shape 
they are currently, Brazil has a good chance 
of winning the World Cup. Vinicius Júnior 
and Rodrygo have the chance to make his-
tory. 

What can fans expect when they reach 
Qatar for the  
World Cup?
Firstly, I think all football fans should travel 
to Qatar because this is where you will get 
a chance to attend the FIFA World Cup, the 
greatest show on Earth. It will also be the 
first World Cup in the Middle East, so it is 
an opportunity to be part of something that 
will be a first in the history of the game. I 
know from my own experience that everyone 
will be welcome in Qatar and the country 
is excited to open its arms to fans from all 
over the world. 
It is going to be a wonderful tournament 
and an incredible opportunity to explore 
what for many will be a new part of the 
world. You will have the opportunity to see 
the best players in the world compete in 
amazing stadiums designed to deliver the 
best possible experience for us, the fans. 
At this stage, every fan can have the dream 
of their country winning the World Cup, and 
if it happens, being in the stadium as they 
lift the trophy celebrating with friends and 
family will be a lifelong memory.
(SC)

QATAR 2022 AMBASSADOR LOOKS FORWARD TO THE FIRST 
TOURNAMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ARAB WORLD

Brazilian legend Cafu marks the 20th  
anniversary of FIFA World Cup triumph

On 30 June 2002, the legendary right-back lifted the famous trophy at the Yokohama Stadium in Japan after the Selecao beat Germany 2-0 in 
the final thanks to a grand double from Ronaldo. 

Captain Cafu fights for the ball during the 2002 FIFA World Cup final against Germany, on June 
30, 2022, at the Yokohama Stadium in Japan.

Brazil’s FIFA World Cup victory in 2002 was a record third 
appearance in a FIFA World Cup final for Cafu – after 

Brazil’s victory over Italy in 1994 and defeat to France 
four years later. Cafu remains the only man to have 

played in three finals.

A file photo of Basra International Stadium in Iraq. (AFP)



In career twilight, Isner pulls out a thrilling win over Murray
TCA/DPA
WIMBLEDON

AS another, younger Ameri-
can man fell by the wayside, 
37-year-old John Isner re-
mained standing in the Brit-
ish twilight, all 6 feet 10 inches 
of him, his hopes still alive at 
tennis’ most prestigious tour-
nament.

The crowd was cheering his 
every mistake, as well as every 
winning shot by his opponent, 
hometown hero Andy Murray. 
But at last, on the strength of 
a monster serve that earned 
him 36 aces and helped give 
him three match points, Isner 
became the second American 
man Wednesday to advance to 
the third round at Wimbledon.

As one of the oldest players 
on tour, Isner understood the 
significance of a win against a 
two-time champion whom he 
acknowledged, in an interview 
afterwards on Centre Court, as 
the more successful, more all-
around player.

“The age I’m at now, I need 
to relish these moments. This 

was one of the biggest wins of 
my career, just given the at-
mosphere, [which] was fantas-
tic,” said Isner, who triumphed 
6-4, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (3), 6-4. 

“To play as well as I did 
against one of our greatest 
players ever, Andy Murray, 
was a huge accomplishment 
for me.” Not long before, 
US player Reilly Opelka, 
seeded higher than Isner, was 
defeated by Dutch player Tim 
van Rijthoven, denting what 
had been the most successful 
starting run by American men 
at Wimbledon in 27 years. Of 
the 16 who entered in the main 
draw, 13 had won their open-
ing matches and progressed to 
the second round.

Four went a step further 
Wednesday: Isner; Steve 
Johnson, who at 32 also beat 
a British player; Tommy Paul, 
25; and Frances Tiafoe, 24.

Opelka and Christian Har-
rison lost. The highest-seeded 
American man, Taylor Fritz, 
who is seeded 11th, plays his 
second-round match Thurs-
day - against another Brit.

Scottish-born Murray, 35, 
is trying to come back from 
a series of injuries - includ-
ing two surgeries on his hip - 
that have sidelined the former 

world No. 1 and pushed him 
to No. 52 in the rankings. The 
last time he added to his col-
lection of titles was in 2019 at 
an event in Antwerp, Belgium.

He had never lost to Isner 
in eight previous encounters, 
the last of which was 5 1/2 
years ago. Wednesday’s match 
was their first on grass and 

their first at Wimbledon, the 
place that turned Murray into 
a national icon when he won 
his first title in 2013, which 
ended a 77-year drought for 
British men at their home 
Grand Slam tournament.

But Isner knows some-
thing about Wimbledon re-
cords himself. He has played 
the two longest matches ever 
recorded here: a 6-hour, 
36-minute marathon in the 
2018 semifinals, which he 
lost, and a colossal 11-hour, 
5-minute victory in 2010 that 
stretched over three days and 
that is commemorated by a 
plaque on the grounds of the 
All England Club.

His effort against Murray 
lasted 3 hours and 23 minutes.

“That’s really all it came 
down to,” Isner said after serv-
ing out the final game at love, 
which included back-to-back 
aces. “I guess I didn’t give him 
many opportunities to spin his 
web and get me tangled up in 
it. ... I had an incredible serv-
ing day and I needed every sin-
gle bit of it to beat him.” In his 

opening-round match Mon-
day, Isner notched 54 aces. 
Throughout Wednesday’s 
match, his deliveries were 
regularly clocked at more than 
130 mph, whizzing cannon-
balls that Murray had trouble 
reading, let alone returning.

He gained himself only 
two chances to break Isner’s 
serve and failed both times. 
Only two other players, Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal, 
have managed to go without 
being broken once by Murray 
in a Grand Slam match.

“He served very close to 
the lines in important mo-
ments,” Murray said of Is-
ner. “When he does that, [it] 
doesn’t always matter what 
you’re trying to do. Not easy.” 

A comeback seemed pos-
sible after Murray took the 
third set, the roar of the parti-
san crowd audible throughout 
the grounds. But after he was 
broken in the fifth game of the 
following set, the prospects of 
one more Wimbledon champi-
onship receded into the gath-
ering dusk.

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

RAFAEL Nadal fended off a 
second early test of his Wim-
bledon mettle as he took four 
sets to see off Ricardas Be-
rankis on Thursday.

Just as in his opener 
against Francisco Cerundolo, 
Nadal dropped the third set of 
this match, but he regrouped, 
as he had two days earlier, to 
finish it in four.

A 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 victory 
for the 36-year-old will do the 
job for round two, but it was 
laboured at times on Centre 
Court from Nadal, a day after 
title favourite Novak Djoko-
vic delivered a masterclass 
against Thanasi Kokkinakis.

Australian Open and 
French Open champion Nadal 
sealed it with an ace, his 16th 
consecutive win in a grand 
slam match, and the lack of 
polish at this early stage can 
be forgiven, given his lack of 
preparation on grass as he 
underwent treatment on his 
troublesome foot.

World number 106 Be-
rankis forced breaks to lead 
early in the second and third 
sets, and although the Lithu-
anian was pegged back quickly 
enough by Nadal on the first 
occasion, he held his nerve to 
take the third set.

A rain delay came when Na-
dal was 3-0 clear in the fourth 
set, and that was only an incon-
venience, Nadal wasting little 
time in finishing the job.

With Matteo Berrettini 
and Roberto Bautista Agut 
both pulling out of Nadal’s half 
of the draw due to Covid-19, 
and Denis Shapovalov losing 
on Thursday to Brandon Na-
kashima after reaching the 

semi-finals last year, it is hard 
to see who might deny the 

Spanish two-time champion a 
place in the final, unless Nick 

Kyrgios or Stefanos Tsitsipas 
fancy the task. Italian Lor-

enzo Sonego will be the next 
to try.

Nadal survives Berankis battle to 
continue Wimbledon campaign

QATAR’S ABDULLA AL TAMIMI WINS 
WEST ASIAN SQUASH GOLD 

US player John Isner reacts as he plays against Britain’s Andy Murray during their men’s singles tennis 
match on the third day of Wimbledon in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s Abdulla Al Tamimi won the singles gold at the 4th West Asian 
Squash Tournament played at the Enghelab Club in Tehran on Thursday. 
This is the second successive time that Al Tamimi has won the title. (TNN)

Qatar’s senior volleyball team will hold a three-week training program 
in Slovenia from 3rd to 23rd of July to build up a better squad for 
upcoming competitions. Most notably, team Qatar will participate 
in FIVB Volleyball Men’s Challenger Cup from 24th to 31st of July in 
South Korea. Team Qatar will also compete in Islamic Solidary Games 
in Turkey, Arab Championship and FIVB World Championship in Po-
land and Slovenia. (TNN)

QATAR VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
TO TRAIN IN SLOVENIA 

The Qatar Olympic Academy (QOA) held the Olympic Values Workshop 
on Tuesday. The workshop featured the participation of 70 trainees from 
Qatar and abroad. In the first lecture, the International Olympic Acad-
emy Dean Konstantinos Georgiadis focused lights on the beginning of 
Olympic movement, Olympic Values and composition of the Olympics. 
For his part, the Volunteer Strategy Manager at Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy Nasser Al Mogaiseeb highlighted the culture of 
volunteering, and its importance to the individual, society, and national 
and international institutions. The 2022 calendar of the Qatar Olympic 
Academy includes four sessions on the Olympic Culture. (TNN)

QOA HOLDS OLYMPIC  
VALUES WORKSHOP 

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Lithuania’s Ricardas Berankis during their men’s singles match on the fourth day of the 2022 Wimble-
don Championships at The All England Club in London on Tursday. Nadal won 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. (AFP)

Men’s Singles
Christian Garín (CHI) bt Hugo Grenier (FRA) 6-3, 6-1, 6-1
Liam Broady (GBR) bt Diego Schwartzman (ARG x12) 6-2, 4-6, 0-6, 7-6 
(8/6), 6-1
Brandon Nakashima (USA) bt Denis Shapovalov (CAN x13) 6-2, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(8/6)
Daniel Galan (COL) bt Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP x17) - walkover
Nick Kyrgios (AUS) bt Filip Krajinovic (SRB x26) 6-2, 6-3, 6-1
Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE x4) bt Jordan Thompson (AUS) 6-2, 6-3, 7-5
Alex Molcan (SVK) bt Marcos Giron (USA) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4
Taylor Fritz (USA x11) bt Alastair Gray (GBR) 6-3, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3

Richard Gasquet (FRA) bt Mackenzie McDonald (USA) 6-3, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3
Botic van de Zandschulp (NED x21) bt Emil Ruusuvuori (FIN) 3-6, 6-1, 6-4, 
6-4
Lorenzo Sonego (ITA x27) bt Hugo Gaston (FRA) 7-6 (7/4), 6-4, 6-4

Women’s Singles
Iga Swiatek (POL x1) bt Lesley Pattinama Kerkhove (NED) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3
Alize Cornet (FRA) bt Claire Liu (USA) 6-3, 6-3
Ajla Tomljanovic (AUS) bt Catherine Harrison (USA) 6-2, 6-2
Barbora Krejcikova (CZE x13) bt Viktorija Golubic (SUI) 6-3, 6-4
Zheng Qinwen (CHN) bt Greet Minnen (BEL) 6-4, 6-1

Elena Rybakina (KAZ x17) bt Bianca Andreescu (CAN) 6-4, 7-6 (7/5)
Petra Martic (CRO) bt Kristina Kucova (SVK) 7-6 (7/4), 6-3
Jessica Pegula (USA x8) bt Harriet Dart (GBR) 4-6, 6-3, 6-1
Paula Badosa (ESP x4) bt Irina Bara (ROM) 6-3, 6-2
Petra Kvitova (CZE x25) bt Ana Bogdan (ROM) 6-1, 7-6 (7/5)
Magdalena Frech (POL) bt Anna Karolína Schmiedlova (SVK) 6-4, 6-4
Amanda Anisimova (USA x20) bt Lauren Davis (USA) 2-6, 6-3, 6-4
Harmony Tan (FRA) bt Sara Sorribes Tormo (ESP x32) 6-3, 6-4
Katie Boulter (GBR) bt Karolína Pliskova (CZE x6) 3-6, 7-6 (7/4), 6-4
Elise Mertens (BEL x24) bt Panna Udvardy (HUN) 3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 7-5
Heather Watson (GBR) bt Wang Qiang (CHN) 7-5, 6-4.

Results (Round 2)

Swiatek tides over Dutch scare to reach 3rd round
LONDON 

STATS PERFORM/DPA

POLAND’S Iga Swiatek was 
made to work hard for her 
place in the third round 
at Wimbledon after being tak-
en to three sets by Lesley Patti-
nama Kerkhove in Thursday’s 
entertaining encounter.

The top seed had won her 
previous 36 matches, drop-
ping just six sets in the pro-
cess, but she was taken the 
distance by world number 138 
Kerkhove on Court No 1.

Swiatek ultimately proved 
too strong and prevailed 6-4, 
4-6, 6-3 in a little over two 
hours to set up a meeting with 
Alize Cornet, although she was 
broken three times in total.

In just the third meeting 
between a lucky loser and top-
seeded female in an Open Era 
grand slam, Kerkhove gave 
Swiatek plenty to think about 

throughout.
The Dutchwoman broke 

her opponent’s serve in the 
third and fifth games of the 
opener, either side of failing 
to herself hold, but Swiatek 
then temporarily found some 
rhythm.

She broke Kerkhove in the 
eighth game and again in the 
10th to take the set, although 
the world’s top-ranked player 
once again allowed errors to 
creep in.

Despite double-faulting 
eight times across the first 
two sets, Kerkhove levelled up 
the match by earning the only 
break of the second set in the 
seventh game.

That paved the way for a 
decider, which saw both play-
ers hold in two lengthy open-
ing games, but Swiatek visibly 
started to grow in confidence 
and broke Kerkhove in the 
fourth.

Kerkhove produced an im-
pressive backhand winner en 
route to taking the third set to 
a ninth game, yet Swiatek was 
still serving for the win and 
made no mistake in doing so.

Swiatek was expected to 
come through this second-
round clash with ease, but 
that proved far from the case 

as Kerkhove became the low-
est-ranked player to win a set 
against the number one fe-
male in the world since Carla 
Suarez Navarro - also ranked 
138 - against Ash Barty at 
Wimbledon last year.

The reigning French Open 
winner dug deep to claim a 
37th win in a row, however, 

and she remains on course to 
become the first female since 
Angelique Kerber in 2016 to 
win two grand slam titles in 
the same season.

Pliskova shocked by  
Britain’s Boulter
Britain’s Katie Boulter pro-
duced the biggest win of her 
career by upsetting last year’s 
Wimbledon runner-up Karo-
lina Pliskova on Centre Court 
to reach the third round of a 
Grand Slam for the first time.

The British number three 
went into Thursday’s match 
full of confidence after a fine 
run of tournaments on the 
grass, including victory over 
Pliskova in Eastbourne last 
week. And, after defeats for 
Emma Raducanu and Andy 
Murray on Wednesday, 
Boulter thrilled the home 
crowd by coming from a set 
down to win 3-6 7-6 (7-4), 6-4.

Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates beating Netherlands’ Lesley Patti-
nama Kerkhove during their women’s singles match on the fourth day 
of Wimbledon Championships in London on Thursday. (AFP)

LONDON: Joelinton has urged Newcastle United coach Eddie Howe to 
get on the phone to Neymar and sign the Paris Saint-Germain super-
star. With Kylian Mbappe now the main man at PSG, having renewed 
his contract in France, Neymar has been linked with a move away from 
the club. And Newcastle, with the world’s richest football club owners 
in Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund, are in theory one of very few 
potential suitors who could afford the sport’s most expensive player. 
The Magpies already have two Brazilians, too, in Joelinton and 
Bruno Guimaraes. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Joelinton invites ‘idol’ Neymar to join Newcastle

Sports10 Friday, July 1, 2022



ICC
GALLE

FIFITES from Usman Khawa-
ja and Cameron Green helped 
Australia take a lead of over 
100 on a day that was reduced 
to two sessions due to rain in 
Galle.

The first session of play 
was washed out due to rain. 
The extremely windy condi-
tions in Galle further delayed 
proceedings as the players 
spend the first session of play 
on day two in the dressing 
room.

It wasn’t until 1:45 PM lo-
cal time that play was possible. 
Despite the pitch staying cov-
ered for most parts, there was 
huge spin on offer from the 
get-go. Travis Head’s decision 
to play against the spin back-
fired as Dhananjaya de Silva 
completed a brilliant return 
catch to dismiss the southpaw.

Usman Khawaja’s dream 
run with the bat continued as 
he notched up yet another fif-
ty. The spin and bounce on the 
surface continued to trouble 
the batters but Khawaja and 
Cameron Green found a way 
to keep the scoreboard ticking 
with occasional boundaries. 

Khawaja looked set for a 
big score before he became 
Jeffrey Vandersay’s first Test 
wicket. Once again, Sri Lanka 
showed great catching – this 
time Pathum Nissanka com-
pleted a great catch close in at 
short leg.

With the pitch doing all 
sorts of things, Alex Carey 
came out and decided to fight 
fire with fire. The wicketkeep-

er-batter took the attack to the 
bowlers and quickly knocked 
off the deficit to put Australia 
in the lead.

Green and Carey took Aus-
tralia safely to tea with a lead 

of 21 runs.
Coming out to bat in the 

final session in the 40s, only 
one of them managed to score 
a half-century. Green hit a 
four to get to his milestone in 

style but Carey failed to do so 
as he was out to yet another 
stunning catch, this time from 
Dinesh Chandimal while run-
ning backwards. 

Green and Mitchell Starc 
added 37 crucial runs for the 
seventh wicket before both of 
them were back in the hut in 
the space of four balls. 

Skipper Pat Cummins 
came out and landed some 
lusty blows including one 
maximum that went outside 
the stadium and onto the 
roads! However, that six was 
the last bit of action on day two 
as bad light forced umpires to 
call stumps early.

Khawaja, Green put Australia in 
command on rain-truncated day

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

INDIA have named Jasprit 
Bumrah as their captain for the 
rescheduled fifth Test against 
England in Edgbaston after 
Rohit Sharma was ruled out.

Bumrah will lead India in 
Edgbaston in what will be the 
first time he will lead the na-
tional side in any format. He is 
also set to make history as the 
first pacer to captain India in 
Tests since the legendary Kapil 
Dev in 1987. Rishabh Pant has 
been named vice-captain.

Addressing the pre-match 
press conference, Bumrah 
said on being named the cap-
tain, “It is a big achievement, 
big honour. It was my dream 
to play Test cricket. It is a big 
achievement that I have gotten 
the honour to lead the country. 
It is the biggest achievement of 
my career. I am very happy.”

Rohit tested positive for 

Covid-19 last week during the 
warm-up game against Leices-
tershire. Though he played the 
first innings, he was forced 
into isolation after testing 
positive and did not take part 
in the second innings.

“Mr Rohit Sharma, Cap-
tain, Indian Cricket Team is 
ruled out of the rescheduled 
fifth Test against England 
to be played from Friday,” a 
BCCI release said. “Rohit un-
derwent a RAT Test on Thurs-
day morning and returned a 
positive result for COVID-19.

“The All-India Senior Se-
lection Committee has named 
Mr Jasprit Bumrah as captain 
for the upcoming Test and Mr 
Rishabh Pant as his deputy.”

Rohit’s absence will be a 
massive blow for India. Apart 
from being the captain, Rohit 
had shown tremendous form 
during the first part of the 
series last year, scoring 368 
runs, including a century in 

the fourth Test.
India have announced 

Mayank Agarwal as cover for 
Rohit. Given there is no quar-
antine for international trav-
ellers, Agarwal has already 
travelled to England and has 
linked up with the Test squad. 

Having only made his 
Test debut in 2018, Bumrah 
has quickly become one of 
the most important players in 
India’s red-ball sides. He has 
played just 29 Tests, but is 
already the leader of the pace 
attack, and occupies the No.3 

position in the MRF Tyres ICC 
Test Bowler’s rankings.

He was the vice-captain in 
the ODI leg of India’s tour of 
South Africa, with KL Rahul 
captaining in Rohit’s absence. 
He was also the deputy to Ro-
hit during the Test and T20I 
series against Sri Lanka. 

Should India win or draw 
in Birmingham, they would 
secure their first Test se-
ries victory in England since 
2007. There are also crucial 
ICC World Test Champion-
ship points at stake, with India 
currently sitting at No.3 in the 
standings. However, England 
have looked a much-improved 
side under the leadership of 
the new captain-coach duo of 
Ben Stokes and Brendon Mc-
Cullum, as evidenced by their 
3-0 victory over reigning ICC 
World Test Championship 
holders New Zealand. 

The Test will begin in Edg-
baston on 1 July.

Bumrah named India captain for England Test after Rohit tests positive

Jasprit Bumrah is set to make history as the first pacer to captain India in Tests since the legendary Kapil 
Dev in 1987. Rishabh Pant has been named vice-captain.

ANI
LONDON

ENGLAND men have named 
their playing XI for the re-
scheduled fifth Test against 
India starting at Edgbaston on 
Friday.

The Three Lions make one 
change to the side that won 
the third Test against New 
Zealand at Headingley, with 
James Anderson returning 
to the side in place of Jamie 
Overton, despite Overton’s vi-
tal 97 on Test debut at Head-
ingley last week. Ben Foakes 
has been ruled out after fail-
ing to recover in time from the 
COVID diagnosis that caused 
him to miss the second half 
of England’s seven-wicket vic-

tory.
India are on the brink of 

securing their first Test series 
victory in England since 2007. 
However, they face an England 
side riding high on momen-
tum under the new leadership 
of coach Brendon McCullum 
and captain Ben Stokes.

They swept New Zealand 
- the reigning ICC World Test 
Championship winners - 3-0 
at home while India will only 
have played one warm-up 
match against Leicestershire 
heading into the Test.

England have adopted a 
high-risk, high-reward strat-
egy under McCullum and 
Stokes, a move that helped 
them secure convincing victo-
ries against New Zealand.

Sam Billings, who was 
called up as England’s first of-
ficial Covid substitute, retains 
his place for his third Test cap.
England Men’s Team v India: 
Alex Lees, Zak Crawley, Ollie 
Pope, Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow, 
Ben Stokes (c), Sam Billings 
(w), Matthew Potts, Stuart 
Broad, Jack Leach, and James 
Anderson.
India’s Test squad vs England: 
Rohit Sharma (Captain), Shub-
man Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas 
Iyer, Hanuma Vihari, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Rishabh Pant (wk), KS 
Bharat (wk), Ravindra Jadeja, 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Shardul 
Thakur, Mohd Shami, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohd Siraj, Umesh 
Yadav, Prasidh Krishna, and 
Mayank Agarwal.

Anderson returns as England name team

ANI
LONDON

ENGLAND and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) announced on 
Thursday that batter Jos But-
tler has been appointed as 
the captain of England Men’s 
team across both white-ball 
formats.

He succeeds Eoin Morgan, 
who retired from international 
cricket earlier this week. The 
ECB Interim Chair, Martin 
Darlow, and Interim Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer, Clare Connor, 
approved the appointment on 
Wednesday evening following 
the recommendation by the 
Managing Director of England 
Men’s Cricket, Rob Key. But-
tler has been part of England’s 
white-ball teams for over a 
decade. 

He played his first T2OI 
game in 2011 and made his 
ODI debut a year later. The 
wicketkeeper/ batsman has 
been an integral part of the 
set-up, having been vice-cap-

tain since 2015 and has led the 
team 14 times previously (Nine 
ODIs and five T20Is). He has 
represented England 151 times 
in ODIs scoring 4,120 runs at 
an average of 41.20, including 
10 hundreds.

In T20 internationals, he 
has won 88 caps scoring 2,140 
runs with an average of 34.51.

He is one of three England 
cricketers (others being Dawid 
Malan and Heather Knight) 
to have scored hundreds in all 
three formats of the game.

Buttler appointed England skipper for ODI, T20Is
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It was my dream to play Test 
cricket. It is a big 
achievement that I have 
gotten the honour to lead 
the country. It is the biggest 
achievement of my career. I 
am very happy.

Family overjoyed as 
Jasprit named skipper

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

AFTER Jasprit Bumrah was 
named India’s captain for the 
England Test on Friday, he 
found himself receiving “tips 
and tricks” on captaincy from 
his “very excited” mother.

Sanjana Ganesan, Bum-
rah’s wife, revealed that the 
pacer was excited and proud 
after being named captain, but 
not to the same degree as his 
mother Daljit. 

“She’s very excited,” Gane-
san said. “She’s always liked 
to see him do well, because he 
loves the sport and she’s liter-
ally seen the entire journey 
he’s gone through to get to 
where he is. She was ecstatic 
when she found out.

“She had tons of tips and 
tricks, even though she’s never 
played cricket herself! Like 
a mother does, she told him, 
‘This should be how you think, 
and this should be what you do.

“It was very nice to see, 
and she was very happy and 
proud of him.”

Bumrah was named captain 
after Rohit Sharma was tested 
Covid positive on eve of the 
England Test. The confirma-
tion took a long time coming. 

“He hasn’t had it all in one 
impact, because it [the confir-
mation of the news] has been 
pretty trickled,” she said. 

“In the sense that we had 
to wait for a result from Rohit 

[Sharma] to find out whether 
or not Jasprit will be leading 
the side. 

“So it was a lot of wait-
and-watch, because there 
were (COVID-19) tests in the 
morning and evening, and 
they wanted to be entirely sure 
they were doing everything 
they could to give Rohit a fair 
chance to come back and play 
this Test.

“[Bumrah] got a lot of time 
to absorb and understand that 
this was really happening. 
He’s proud and definitely very 
happy about it. I don’t know 
if there is a little bit of nerves, 
but he’s had enough time to 
absorb it all.” 

Mahela Jayawardena, the 
ICC Hall of Famer and Bum-
rah’s coach at IPL side Mum-

bai Indians, said the pacer 
was always hugely passionate 
about Test cricket.

“It’s just that the passion 
that he has to wear whites,” 
Jayawardena said. “We’ve had 
this conversation many years 
ago, and when he started play-
ing Test cricket for India. 

“And then, the more time 
that we spent in the Mumbai 
camp, it seems that Bumrah 
wants to talk about red-ball 
cricket. He loves it.

“It is amazing that you 
come across fast bowlers who 
enjoy being out there playing 
Test cricket, it’s refreshing. 
He looks forward to each and 
every Test series. He doesn’t 
want to miss a single Test for 
India … he prioritises his Test 
cricket very much.”

India coach and captain – Rahul Dravid and Jasprit Bumrah converse 
on the eve of the England-India Test at Edgbaston.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja (L) plays a shot as Sri Lanka’s wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella looks on 
during the second day of play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Australia at the Galle 
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Thursday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka 1st innings (212 all out; N. Dickwella 58, 
N. Lyon 5-90, Swepson 3-55)
Australia 1st innings (overnight 98-3, Khawaja 47, 
Head 6)
U. Khawaja c Nissanka b Vandersay  71
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis  25
M. Labuschagne c Fernando b R. Mendis  13
S. Smith run out (Dickwella/K. Mendis)  6
T. Head c and b De Silva  6
C. Green lbw b R. Mendis  77
A. Carey c Chandimal b R. Mendis  45
M. Starc c and b Vandersay  10

P. Cummins not out  26
N. Lyon not out  8
Extras: (b20, lb3, nb1, w2)  26
Total: (For 8 wickets, 69 overs)  313
Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Warner), 2-75 (Labuschagne), 
3-83 (Smith), 4-100 (Head), 5-157 (Khawaja), 6-241 
(Carey), 7-278 (Green), 8-278 (Starc)
Yet to bat: M. Swepson
Bowling: Fernando 8-1-34-0 (w2), De Silva 5-0-8-1, 
Embuldeniya 15-0-73-0 (nb1), R. Mendis 31-0-107-4, 
Vandersay 10-0-68-2.

Scoreboard

Sport has to move on from ‘older voices’: Hamilton
DPA

SILVERSTONE (ENGLAND)

SEVEN-TIMES Formula One 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
says the sport must look more 
to current and future genera-
tions rather than harking back 
to personalities from the past.

His comments before this 
weekend’s British Grand Prix 
follow controversies over for-
mer champion Nelson Piquet 
reportedly using a racial slur 
towards Hamilton and former 
F1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone 
saying Russian Vladimir Putin 
was “a first-class person.” “I 
don’t know why we are giving 
the older voices a platform,” 
Hamilton told a news confer-
ence on Thursday.

“We are looking to go 
somewhere different and they 
are not representative of who 
we are now in the sport.” F1’s 
owner Liberty Media removed 
Ecclestone, now 91, when it 
took over in 2017. Brazilian 
Piquet is 69 and famous for 
outspoken comments.

“I am incredibly grateful 
to all of those who have been 

supportive within the sport, 
particularly the drivers,” 
Hamilton said of the allega-
tions against Piquet, who has 
apologized.

“I have been on the receiv-
ing end of racism and criti-
cism and that negativity and 
archaic narratives for a long 
time and undertones of dis-
crimination, so there is noth-
ing new for me.” As for Ec-

clestone’s support for Putin 
amid the invasion of Ukraine, 
Hamilton added: “We don’t 
need any more of it, to hear 
from someone that believes in 
the war, and the displacement 
of people and killing of people, 
and supporting that person is 
beyond me.

“I cannot believe I heard 
that. We do not need to be sup-
porting that but looking into 

the future. If you don’t have 
anything positive to contribute, 
don’t give them any space.” 

Verstappen against  
banning Piquet from F1 
WORLD champion Max 
Verstappen has spoken out 
against banning former For-
mula One champion Nelson 
Piquet from the paddock af-
ter the Brazilian used racist 
language in comments about 
Lewis Hamilton.

“When you ban people, 
you are actually not even help-
ing the situation, you are not 
talking,” Verstappen said.

“You have to communi-
cate. Communication is re-
ally important, because if you 
just ban, it’s not helping what 
you’re trying to enforce.

You’re trying to educate 
people. So it’s better to have a 
chat,” said the Red Bull driver, 
who is in a relationship with 
Piquet’s daughter Kelly.

“I’ve spent a bit of time 
with Nelson, I think more than 
the average person in general, 
and he’s definitely not a rac-
ist,” Verstappen added.

(L-R) AlphaTauri’s French driver Pierre Gasly, Mercedes’ British driver 
Lewis Hamilton and Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc attend 
a press conference ahead of the F1 British Grand Prix at the Silverstone 
motor racing circuit in Silverstone, England, on Thursday. (AFP)


