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QNA
BEIRUT

IN implementation of the directives 
of His Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Qatar has announced 
that it has provided 
$60 million in sup-
port to the Lebanese 
Army.

The announce-
ment coincided with 
the visit of the Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Chair-
man of Qatar Fund 
For Development 
(QFFD) HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani 
to Lebanon to attend 
the Arab Foreign 
Ministers Consulta-
tive Meeting, called 
upon by Lebanon.

Deputy Prime 
Minister reiterated that the announce-
ment of this contribution comes with-
in the framework of Qatar’s firm com-

mitment to support Lebanon, and to 
stand by the brotherly Lebanese peo-
ple, in addition to its firm belief in the 
importance and necessity of joint Arab 
action.

This came as 
Sheikh Moham-
med met with 
Commander of the 
Army of the Leba-
non General Jo-
seph Aoun, during 
the visit of His Ex-
cellency to Beirut 
to attend the Arab 
Foreign Ministers 
Consultative Meet-
ing, called upon by 
Lebanon.

General Jo-
seph Aoun thanked 
Qatar for its an-
nouncement of 
the contribution of 
$60 million in sup-
port of the Leba-
nese army.

Qatar an-
nounced last July 

that it would support the Lebanese 
army with 70 tonnes of foodstuff every 
month for a year.

Qatar pledges  
$60 million in 
support for  
Lebanon army
Support comes within the framework of Qatar’s 
firm commitment to help Lebanon, says FM

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Thursday held a tel-
ephone conversation with 
President of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Dr Ebrahim 
Raisi. The call reviewed 
bilateral relations and the 
means to enhance them, in 
addition to discussing the 
latest regional and inter-
national issues of mutual 
interests.

Amir holds phone 
conversation with 
Iranian president

QNA
DOHA

HH Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Founder of Qatar 
Social Work, has issued 
decree no 2 for the year 
2022, transferring the af-
filiation of the organization 
and its initiatives to the 
Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and the Family. 

The transfer, thereby, 
establishes the ministry as 
the founder in its articles of 
association and assigns all 
management and adminis-
tration of the organization 
and its initiatives to the 
Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and the Family.

All competent authori-
ties shall implement the 
provisions of the decree. 
The decree is effective 
starting from the date of its 
issuance.

Affiliation of Qatar 
Social Work 
transferred to 
Ministry of Social 
Development

Qatari Hajj Mission approves Mina, Arafat camp sites
QNA

MAKAH AL MUKARAMAH

THE Qatari Hajj Mission has 
approved the camps location 
for nine Qatari Hajj campaigns 
in Mina and Arafat.

Director of the Qatari Hajj 
Mission Ali bin Sultan Al Misi-
fri said the pilgrims’ camps 
in Mina are located at one 
site while the camps in Arafat 
are distributed over two sites 
(Arafat 1) and (Arafat 2). 

He pointed out that the 
preparation of the state pil-
grims sites in the holy places 
began some time before the 
Hajj season, through coordina-
tion with the Ministry of Hajj 

and Umrah in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the Mutta-
wiffy Hujjaj South Asia Com-
pany, where several meetings 
were held, which contributed 
to the allocation of distinct 
sites to the pilgrims of Qatar 
in Arafat, near the main street 
and the Al Mashaer Train.

He added that the Hajj 
Mission distributed the camps 
in Mina and Arafat on the 
campaigns according to num-
ber of pilgrims in each cam-
paign and the approved space 
for each pilgrim. 

The camps were fully 
equipped with security and 
safety requirements, emergency 
exits were identified, male and 

female workers were allocated 
to the camps, providing all nec-
essary services, facilities and 
equipment such as air condi-
tioners, modern toilets, seating 
and sleeping areas, in addition 
to other equipment such as mat-
tresses and appropriate electric 
power. Suitable places have also 
been allocated for the medical 
clinics of the Qatari mission, 
where there is a clinic for men 
and another for women, with 
the aim of comforting pilgrims 
and providing them with the ap-
propriate conditions so that they 
can perform their rituals in the 
best conditions possible.

Qatar constantly reviews 
its policies: MoFA official

QNA
LONDON

Advisor to the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Spokes-
person for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
HE Dr Majed bin Mohammed Al Ansari 
has stressed that Qatar constantly re-
views how it can impact the world and 
maintain its national security.

He was speaking at a session of 
the London Second Century Confer-
ence, organized by the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs (Chatham 
House). 

Al Ansari said Qatar’s 
review of its policies as well 
as regional and interna-
tional developments yielded 
a new theme for Qatar’s for-
eign policy of being a trusted 
international partner.

A plenary 
session titled 
“Perspectives 
on the future of 
global order” 
discussed 
three potential 
scenarios for 
international 
politics. He 
said that cur-

rent global developments are affecting 
what smaller and medium powers like 
Qatar can do at the international arena.

He said that there are three possible 
paths; the first is that large powers and 
competing powers around the world will 
be set free from the restrictions imposed 
by the global order. He said that, in that 
path, the characteristics of the global 
order that has prevailed since the end of 
the cold war will be lost. He noted that 
such a world will be chaotic in nature, 
motivated by national interests without 
regard for international needs.

He added that the second path 
is related to liberalism’s inevitabil-
ity. He noted in that regard that, 
since World War II, any country had 
to embrace a path towards lib-
eral democracy regardless of that 
country’s place in the world under 

that path. He expressed 
his belief that this 
characteristic could 
change if there is 
agreement on the 
essence of the 
global order and 

the preva-
lent values 
today. 
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CUSTOMS officials at the 
Hamad International Airport 
seized 30 kilograms of 
prohibited tobacco from 
a passenger’s bag on 
Wednesday, two days after a 
similar seizure. 

The contraband has 
been handed over to 
authorities concerned and 
a seizure report issued, 
the General Authority of 
Customs said in a tweet 
on Thursday. On Monday, 
suspicion of a customs 
inspector at the Hamad 
International Airport had 
led to the seizure of a huge 
haul of illicit tobacco from a 
passenger’s bag. In a tweet 
published on Monday, the 
General Authority of Cus-
toms shared a photograph 
of the seized contraband, 
which it said weighed 26.95 
kilograms. (TNN) 

Customs seizes 
30 kg of tobacco 
from passenger’s 
bag at HIA

Premium-grade gasoline  
gets cheaper 

PREMIUM-GRADE 
gasoline has be-
come a bit cheaper 
in Qatar as Qatar-
Energy announces 
fuel prices for 
July on Thursday. 
Premium-grade 
gasoline will cost 
QR1.90 per litre, 
QR0.05 cheaper 
than its price in 

June. The super-grade gasoline will retail at QR2.10 per litre and diesel will 
cost QR2.05, the same as in June. (TNN)

The camps have been fully equipped with security and safety requirements. Male and female workers have been allocated to the camps,  
providing all necessary services. 

●  Commander of the Army 
of the Lebanon General 
Joseph Aoune has thanked 
Qatar for its announcement 
of the contribution of $60 
million in support of the 
Lebanese army

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with Army Chief of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan General Qamar Javed Bajwa and his accompanying delegation on the occasion of their visit to the country, at 
the Amiri Diwan on Thursday. During the meeting, bilateral relations and the ways of enhancing them were reviewed, in 
addition to the latest developments in the regional and international arenas. (QNA)

AMIR MEETS PAKISTAN ARMY CHIEF

HE Dr Majed bin Mohammed Al Ansari, Advisor to the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Qatar constantly reviews policies that impact 
world, says Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman

QNA 
LONDON

QATAR constantly reviews it 
policies to explore how it can 
impact the world and maintain 
its national security, Advisor to 
the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs HE Dr Majed bin 
Mohammed Al Ansari stressed.

Ansari was speaking at a ses-
sion of the London Second Cen-
tury Conference organised by the 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House). 

Ansari said Qatar’s review 
of its policies as well as regional 
and international developments 
yielded a new theme for Qatar’s 
foreign policy for being a trusted 
international partner.

In plenary session titled ‘Per-
spectives on the future of global 
order’ which discussed three po-
tential scenarios for international 
politics, he said that current 
global developments are affecting 
what smaller and medium pow-
ers like Qatar can do at the inter-
national arena.

He pointed out that there are 
three possible paths; the first is 
that large powers and competing 
powers around the world will be 
set free from the restrictions im-
posed by the global order, stress-

ing that, in that path, the charac-
teristics of the global order since 
the end of the cold war will be 
lost.  He noted that such a world 
will be chaotic in nature, motivat-
ed by national interests without 
regard for international needs.

Ansari added that the second 
path is related to liberalism’s in-
evitability, noting in that regard 
that since World War II, coun-
tries had to embrace a path to-
wards liberal democracy regard-
less of the country’s place in the 
world. 

He expressed belief that this 
characteristic could change if 
there is agreement on the essence 
of the global order and the preva-
lent values today, adding that 
such an agreement could open 

up a way to a broader system that 
excepts different models of po-
litical development, in return for 
maintaining the essence of the 
global system. Ansari noted that 
the third path would be similar in 
many ways to pre-World War II, 
when there wasn’t a full-formed 
global order and things are re-
solved on a case by case basis. He 
added that the world has already 
seen the result of adopting such a 
path in the past.

He pointed out that regard-
less of whether one of these paths 
will be reached or a combination 
of them, the biggest challenge will 
be for small countries to try and 
figure out how to survive these 
troubled waters.

He pointed to a new study 

that discusses the challenges 
facing 27 democratic countries’ 
political system. He added that 
such challenges reveal a chang-
ing scene, in which conflict and 
instability are not confined to the 
developing world only, but also 
infiltrate even the historical lib-
eral democracies, and therefore 
smaller countries such as Qatar 
will be the most affected by mov-
ing quickly toward removing the 
constraints regulating the world 
order. Dr Ansari said the confi-
dence in the international system 
is fairly weak and is eroding be-
tween states. 

However, with regard to ways 
of safeguarding democracy and 
advancing it locally, he indicated 
that Qatar believes in the signifi-

cance of popular participation 
and managed to make the po-
litical system more participatory, 
pointing out that Qatar has re-
cently conducted legislative elec-
tions for the first time in history.

He added that it is incum-
bent upon nations to be realis-
tic pertaining to the application 
of the democratic rule models 
worldwide, as democracy is not 
essentially the key solution every-
where, and the good governance 
and popular participation are not 
synonyms to the democracy, but 
rather part of it and are indication 
of a grown democracy.

He stated that one of the 
blunders circulated worldwide 
is the concept that western-style 
democracy is the solution for all 
problems, indicating that confi-
dence in these models has been 
profoundly eroded. 

Commenting on the main 
reason of using the term partner 
by Qatar to describe its foreign 
policy philosophy, Dr Ansari 
highlighted that individualising 
foreign policies remained the 
key foundation in the past 15 
years, adding that partnerships 
should deal with the form the 
world will look like in the future, 
indicating that academics and 
intellectuals should encourage 
a move towards a multi-polar 
world.

SENEGALESE PRESIDENT RECEIVES TRANSPORT MINISTER 

President of Senegal Macky Sall received Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti in Dakar on Thursday. At the meeting, they discussed 
bilateral relations in the fields of transportation, in addition to plans to enhance cooperation in these areas. Qatar’s Ambassador to Senegal HE Mo-
hammed bin Kurdi Al Marri attended the meeting. (TNN)

Ansari was speaking at a session of the London Second Century Conference organised by the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs (Chatham House). 

Qatari Hajj 
Mission set up 
‘emergency’ 
evacuation plane

MISIFRI pointed out that 
Qatari Hajj Mission set up an 
evacuation plane in case of 
emergency where a gather-
ing point and emergency ex-
its were allocated. The camps 
have also been provided with 
safety and security means 
whether inside the tents or 
in the corridors under the 
supervision of qualified per-
sonnel from Qatari civil de-
fense as well as Saudi civil 
defense.

The Qatari Hajj Mission 
adopted a new system this 
year to provide the best ser-
vices in the holy places to all 
pilgrims of Qatar.

Continued from page 1 

Amir congratulates president of 
Congo
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Thursday sent a cable of congratulations 
to President of Democratic Republic of Congo Felix 
Tshisekedi on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates 
president of Congo
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent on Thursday a cable of con-
gratulations to President of Democratic Republic of 
Congo Felix Tshisekedi on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Congolese 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Thursday 
sent a cable of congratulations to Prime Minister of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo Jean-Michel Sama 
Lukonde Kyenge on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

Qatar participates in regional 
workshop in Cairo 
QATAR, represented by the Ministry of Municipal-
ity’s Department of Agricultural Affairs, participated 
in the regional workshop on developing a training 
plan in the central region, which concluded in Cairo 
on Thursday. The workshop, which was held by the 
Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the 
Central Region under the supervision of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) and the French Project for Development (AFD) 
over a period of four days, aimed to develop and 
strengthen the capabilities of its member states to 
control and build sustainable and self-reliant national 
training structures. (QNA)

Quick read

Four Seasons Hotel Doha appoints Joris 
Quintelier as director of food and beverage

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FOUR Seasons Hotel Doha has 
announced the appointment of 
Joris Quintelier as director of food 
& beverage. A true Four Seasons 
success story, Quintelier has spent 
more than a decade working in var-
ious positions in food and beverage 
and now takes the helm of the di-
vision at Four Seasons Hotel Doha 
at an exciting time with its debut of 
new restaurants, including a new 
iconic concept by Jean-Georges, 
and as the hotel gears up to wel-
come guests from around the globe 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

“It is always a pleasure to em-
brace someone as gifted as Joris at 
Four Seasons Hotel Doha,” says 
General Manager Shadi Suleman. 
“His positive attitude and experi-
ence make him a valuable asset to 
the team and will help us to elevate 
our food and beverage experience 
on property.”

Born and raised in Belgium, 
Quintelier discovered his love of 

hospitality from his childhood. 
“Growing up, I was always fasci-
nated by the hospitality environ-
ment and in particular, the food 
and beverage sector,” says Quin-
telier. “Working at Four Seasons 
has deepened my passion and now 
at the ever-evolving Four Seasons 
Hotel Doha, I am excited to be 
part of the many new projects tak-
ing place in the property.”

Quintelier has long been a 
part of the Four Seasons family 
around the world. He has served 
in different capacities at different 
properties, starting with his first 

job as an intern at Four Seasons 
Hotel George V, Paris to manag-
ing the in-room dining depart-
ment. Later, he was appointed as 
a restaurant manager at Four Sea-
sons Resort Seychelles, where he 
worked on transforming its main 
dining area from a Mediterranean 
restaurant and bar to a pan-Asian 
concept. He then moved to the 
US, where he worked on multiple 
projects in different properties, 
including Four Seasons Hotel 
New York Downtown, followed 
by Four Seasons Resort Maui and 
The Ocean Club, A Four Seasons 
Resort in the Bahamas and most 
recently, participating in the pre-
opening phase of Four Seasons 
Hotel Philadelphia.

Quintelier’s commitment to 
the art of hospitality has been at 
the heart of many Four Seasons 
properties across the world. His 
vast and diverse experience, along 
with his academic knowledge of 
the industry, will be a remarkable 
contribution to the unique style of 
Four Seasons Hotel Doha.

Turkish Airlines and IndiGo
resume codeshare partnership

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TURKISH Airlines, the national flag 
carrier of Türkiye, and IndiGo, In-
dia’s largest airline, have resumed 
their codeshare flights and partner-
ship by opening the sale earlier in 
June. Scheduled operations have re-
started in a phased manner with the 
first flight effective on June 29. 

The codeshare is considered as 
Bilateral Free Flow Codeshare where 
each airline will place its code on the 
other’s flights. The agreement will en-
able both the carriers to provide more 
flexibility of choice to the customers 
on sectors between İstanbul and In-
dia, amongst others. 

In the 1st phase, tickets of both 
airlines are open for sale, with Turk-
ish Airlines as the marketing carrier 
and IndiGo as the operating carrier. 
Turkish Airlines will be placing its 
code on trunk route flights operated 
by 6E on the Delhi-Istanbul route and 
later from six domestic destinations 

in India including Ahmedabad, Am-
ritsar, Bengaluru, Chennai, Mumbai 
and Kolkata.

On the continuing partnership, 
Turkish Airlines Chief Executive Of-
ficer Bilal Ekşi stated, “After witness-
ing two tough years of the pandemic, 
airline industry is now in the new pe-
riod which will enable us to heal the 
injuries. In this new era, every coop-
eration has become more important 
for each airline. We are very happy to 
see that both Turkish Airlines and In-
diGo ensuring the best for their cus-

tomers. I am glad to announce that 
our passengers will continue to expe-
rience broader opportunities with the 
resumption of the codeshare agree-
ment with IndiGo.”

IndiGo Wholetime Director and 
Chief Executive Officer Ronojoy Du-
tta said, “We are pleased to resume 
our strategic partnership with Turk-
ish Airlines to offer more options to 
our passengers. Owing to the recovery 
of the overall aviation industry, this 
agreement will extend our on-time, 
affordable, courteous and hassle-free 
travel experience by expanding the 
choices available to our customers 
for journeys beyond Istanbul, using 
Turkish Airlines’ extensive network 
through 12 destinations covered by 
our agreement.”

Currently, Turkish Airlines oper-
ates a daily flight each on Delhi-Is-
tanbul and Mumbai-Istanbul routes, 
while IndiGo operates a daily flight 
on Delhi-Istanbul route and is also 
planning to add a second frequency 
from August 2022. 

Ministry organises 9 
food safety courses 
for health inspectors
THE Municipal Affairs sector in cooperation with the 
Training Department of the Ministry of Municipal-
ity organised nine specialised training courses in the 
field of food safety for health control inspectors in the 
municipalities in preparation for major events taking 
place in the country.

These courses aimed to raise the level and effi-
ciency of major food establishments in the country 
such as hotels, logistical support stores and slaugh-
terhouses, and to ensure that they meet the highest 
standards of health requirements and their commit-
ment to food safety principles to ensure the safety 
and quality of food commodities during the next 
phase that will witness an increase in their opera-
tional capacity.

The municipalities, represented by the health 
control departments, also began intensifying their in-
spection campaigns on food establishments by work-
ing in shifts system and receiving public complaints 
around the clock, as part of their continuous efforts 
to ensure the provision of healthy and safe food to all, 
especially with Eid Al Adha approaching. (QNA)

Bilal Ekşi
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VICTORY FOR ANKARA

dpa 
Manila

PhiliPPine President Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. 
on Thursday vowed to build 
back a better country from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and de-
liver on his campaign promises 
without any excuses as he took 
his oath of office as the coun-
try’s new leader.

Marcos Jr, 64, was sworn 
in as the 17th president of the 
Philippines in front of the na-
tional Museum, in ceremonies 
attended by thous ands of allies 
and supporters who gathered 

as early as the night before.
he urged Filipinos to sup-

port his administration in 
achieving a brighter future for 
the country, but added: “Rest 
assured i do not predicate suc-
cess on the wide cooperation 
that’s needed. i will get it done 
... You will get no excuses from 
me.”  “i am here not to talk 
about the past. i am here to tell 
you about our future,” Marcos 
Jr said in his inaugural speech. 

“A future of sufficiency, 
even plenty of readily available 
ways and means to get done 
what needs doing - by you, by 
me.” “We do not look back, but 

ahead,” he added. 
“Up the road that we must 

take to a place better than the 
one we lost in the pandemic. 
Gains made and lost. Opportu-
nities missed. Well-laid plans 
superseded by the pandemic.” 

Marcos Jr said his adminis-
tration was drawing up a com-
prehensive plan for “economic 
transformation.” “in the road 
ahead, the immediate months 
will be rough but i will walk 
that road with you,” he said. 

“The pandemic ravaged 
bigger economies than ours. 
The virus is not the only thing 
to blame. What had been well-

built was torn down. We will 
build it back better.” 

Government economists 
have estimated that economic 
losses due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and lockdowns will 
amount to more than 40 tril-
lion pesos ($789 billion) over 
the next 40 years. in the first 
year of the pandemic alone, the 
country lost 4.3 trillion pesos in 
revenues, productivity and in-
vestments.

The Philippine economy 
also went into recession in 
2020, its worst performance 
since the end of World War ii.

Marcos Jr’s election has 

triggered concerns due to wide-
spread human rights abuses 
and corruption that marked his 
father Ferdinand Marcos’ 20-
year rule. 

Former first lady imelda 
Marcos, notorious for her lavish 
lifestyle and for amassing 3,000 
pairs of shoes while millions of 
Filipinos languished in poverty, 
was among the family members 
who attended the inauguration. 
The Marcos family was chased 
out of the country 36 years ago 
in a popular uprising but was 
allowed to return to the Philip-
pines in 1992, three years after 
Marcos died in hawaii.

Ferdinand Marcos Junior sworn in as Philippines  president

Four reported killed at protests 
against military rule in Sudan

agencies 

FOUR people were reported 
killed as huge crowds took to 
the streets of Sudan amid a 
communications blackout and 
tight security to rally against 
the country’s military leader-
ship that seized power eight 
months ago.

The Central Committee of 
Sudan Doctors said in a tweet 
on Thursday that the four 
were fatally shot when police 
fired live ammunition at pro-
testers in Omdurman. The 
committee, which tracks casu-
alties during protests, said the 
identity of those killed was not 
immediately known.

Crowds in the tens of thou-
sands were estimated to be 
protesting in Khartoum and 
its twin cities of Omdurman – 
where the four were reported 
killed – and in Bahri.

Security forces fired tear 
gas and water cannon to block 
the protesters from marching 
towards the presidential pal-
ace in central Khartoum.

The protesters barricaded 
some of the capital’s main 
thoroughfares with stones and 

burning tyres. extended inter-
net blackouts were reported in 
an apparent effort to hamper 
the protest movement.

Staff at Sudan’s two pri-
vate sector telecoms compa-
nies, speaking on condition 
of anonymity to Reuters, said 
authorities had ordered them 
to shut down the internet on 
Thursday.

Advocacy group netblocks.
org said in a statement that 
the disruption was recorded 
across many mobile and fixed-
line internet providers, includ-
ing state operator Sudantel, 
leaving national connectivity 
at only 17 percent of its ordi-
nary levels.

“The restrictions impact 
many internet users in Sudan 
and are likely to significantly 

limit coverage of events on the 
ground,” the statement read.

Al Jazeera’s hiba Morgan, 
reporting from Khartoum, 
said civilians had been mobi-
lising for weeks.

“They want to make sure 
that the message is [clear]: 
they want a civilian govern-
ment and not a military lead-
ership,” she said.

Sign up here to get weekly 
updates about our Top Sto-
ries Please check your email 
to confirm your subscription 
By signing up, you agree to 
our Privacy Policy Morgan 
said that military leaders are 
in favour of negotiations with 
political parties to reach a po-
litical consensus.

The Forces of Freedom 
and Change – a pro-democra-
cy coalition that was sidelined 
following the military takeo-
ver – has refused to hold talks 
with the military despite me-
diation efforts by the United 
States and the United nations.

Protesters also carried 
banners calling for justice for 
those killed in a violent crack-
down during an uprising in 
2019 that overthrew longtime 

ruler Omar al-Bashir and led 
to a power-sharing arrange-
ment between civilian groups 
and the military.

Others chanted “Burhan, 
Burhan, back to the barracks 
and hand over your compa-
nies,” a reference to the eco-
nomic holdings of General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who 
toppled the transitional gov-
ernment and brought back 
military rule in October 2021.

Sudan’s current military 
leaders said they dissolved the 
government in October be-
cause of political paralysis. As 
a result, international finan-
cial support agreed with the 
transitional government was 
frozen and an economic crisis 
has deepened since.

Mediation efforts led by 
the United nations and the Af-
rican Union have so far yield-
ed little progress.

General Burhan said on 
Wednesday that the armed 
forces were looking forward 
to the day when an elected 
government could take over, 
but this could only be done 
through consensus or elec-
tions, not protests.

agencies 

JUST two days after agreeing 
to lift deal-breaking objec-
tions to Sweden and Finland’s 
nATO accession, Turkey’s 
leader warned Thursday that 
Ankara could still block the 
process if the two countries fail 
to fully meet his expectations.

President Recep Tayyip er-
dogan said at the close of the 
alliance’s summit in Madrid 
that the 10-article agreement 
with the nordic pair was a vic-
tory for Ankara and addressed 
all its “sensitivities.” 

he particularly stressed 
the satisfying of Turkey’s de-
mand for Sweden and Finland 
to extradite terror suspects 
with links to outlawed Kurd-
ish groups or the network of an 
exiled cleric accused of a failed 
2016 coup in Turkey.

But erdogan added that if 
the two nordic states renege 
on their promises, Turkey’s 
Parliament could refuse to rat-
ify the deal reached Tuesday. 
nATO accession must be for-
mally approved by all 30 mem-
ber states, which gives each a 
blocking right.

“This business will not 
work if we don’t pass this in 
our parliament,” erdogan said. 
“First, Sweden and Finland 
must fulfill their duties and 
those are already in the text. 
... But if they don’t fulfill these, 
then of course there is no way 
we would send it to our parlia-
ment.” 

erdogan claimed that Swe-
den had promised to extradite 
73 “terrorists” to Turkey and 
crack down on the financing 
and recruitment activities of 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, 
or PKK — listed as a terrorist 
group by the U.S. and the eu-

ropean Union — and linked 
groups. Turkey considers the 
Syrian Kurdish People’s Pro-
tection Units, or YPG, an ex-
tension of the PKK.

The text of the memoran-
dum sets no specific number 
of extraditions. it says Finland 
and Sweden will address Tur-
key’s “pending deportation or 
extradition requests of terror 
suspects expeditiously and 
thoroughly, taking into ac-
count information, evidence 
and intelligence provided” by 
Turkey in accordance with the 
european Convention on ex-
tradition.

On Wednesday, Turkish 
Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag 
said Sweden and Finland’s jus-

tice ministries have files from 
Turkey on 33 people with al-
leged links to PKK and the 
network of U.S.-based Turkish 
cleric Fethullah Gulen.

Journalists repeatedly 
pressed erdogan on Thursday 
about the extraditions and 
whether Sweden had actually 
promised the number he cit-
ed. he said the number of ex-
tradition requests previously 
stood at 60 but was updated 
to 73.

“Of course, what we un-
derstand is important from 
our meetings and talks,” er-
dogan said. “Sweden prom-
ised to give us these 73 people 
with this text. They may or 
they may not, we will follow 

that through the text and we 
will make our decision.” There 
was no immediate response to 
requests for comments from 
the Swedish delegation at the 
summit in Madrid.

The Swedish government 
has sought to allay concerns 
that the deal would lead to ex-
traditions to Turkey without 
due process.

“i know there are some 
people who are worried that 
we’re going to start to hunt 
people and extradite them, and 
i think it’s important to say 
that we always follow Swedish 
laws and international conven-
tions, and we never extradite 
Swedish citizens,” Swedish 
Prime Minister Magdalena 

Andersson told public broad-
caster SVT on Wednesday.

Finnish President Sauli 
niinisto stressed that helsinki 
pointed out that the memoran-
dum does not list the names of 
individuals.

“in the case of extradi-
tions, we will adhere to our 
own legislation and interna-
tional agreements. Ultimately, 
extradition is a legal discretion 
which politicians have no right 
to influence,” niinisto said.

With the joint memoran-
dum signed, nATO moved 
ahead with inviting the nordic 
countries to the military alli-
ance that seeks to enlarge and 
strengthen in response to Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Erdogan warns Nordic NATO bid 
could still be nixed if vows unkept

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Madrid on Thursday. (aFP)

dpa 
Beijing

ChineSe President Xi Jin-
ping has arrived in hong 
Kong on the eve of celebra-
tions marking 25 years 
since Britain handed the 
former colony back to Chi-
na in 1997.

in what is his first jour-
ney outside mainland China 
in two years due to the pan-
demic, the Chinese leader 
and his wife Peng liyuan 
travelled to hong Kong 
by high-speed train under 
strict security measures.

The Special Adminis-
trative Region, as hong 
Kong is designated under 
the agreement that was 
supposed to grant the city 
of some 7 million a wide 
degree of autonomy for 
50 years after the British 
handover, was ruled for a 
long time according to the 
One Country, Two Systems 
principle.

however, in 2020 Bei-
jing introduced a controver-
sial new national security 
law, putting an end to mass 
pro-democracy protests.

Many civil rights activ-
ists, protest leaders and 

politicians ended up in jail, 
while others fled abroad to 
avoid persecution by the 
authorities. A slew of inde-
pendent media outlets have 
shuttered.

Xi is scheduled to meet 
economic representatives 
and local politicians on 
Thursday, the South China 
Morning Post reported.

Upon arrival, he praised 
hong Kong for having mas-
tered “big challenges” in 
the past years. The city had 
“risen from the ashes,” the 
Chinese leader said. 

The One Country, Two 
Systems principle enjoyed 
“strong vitality,” Xi said, 
adding that his heart, and 
that of the central govern-
ment, had always been with 
his compatriots in hong 
Kong.

After a visit to a science 
park, Xi will attend an offi-
cial dinner with Carrie lam, 
hong Kong’s outgoing chief 
executive.

On Friday, the Chinese 
president will attend the 
festivities on occasion of the 
25th anniversary with hard-
line former security minis-
ter John lee to be sworn in 
as lam’s successor that day.

Xi arrives in HK for 
25th anniversary  
of British handover

China’s President Xi Jinping in Hong Kong on Thursday. (aFP)

Israel heads for Nov 1 elections 
after dissolving parliament

dpa 
Tel aviv

iSRAeli voters will be called 
to the polls on november 1 
- the fifth time they’ve been 
asked to cast ballots in three 
and a half years - after parlia-
ment worked out a deal to dis-
solve itself on Thursday.

Prime Minister naftali 
Bennett’s eight-party ruling 
coalition - which was cobbled 
together a year ago largely out 
of opposition to former prime 
minister Benjamin netanyahu 
- was left without a majority in 
the Knesset after one lawmak-
er left the alliance.

Observers say the new 
election could pave the way for 
netanyahu’s return. however, 
since none of the recent elec-
tions yielded a clear majority 
for any party, no outcome can 
be guaranteed at this point.

it’s also not clear if netan-
yahu, 72, will benefit from a 
new round of elections, as he 
has been indicted for corrup-
tion. he has already held the 
post of prime minister for five 
terms and is israel’s longest-
serving leader.

Foreign Minister Yair 

lapid will serve as caretaker 
prime minister until a new 
government is in place.

The vote on the dissolu-
tion of parliament had origi-
nally been planned for earlier 
this week, on Monday. But it 
was delayed as the govern-
ment and the opposition could 
initially not agree on a date for 
the new election.

According to media re-
ports, some members of the 
right-wing opposition had 
been pushing for October 25, 
since students at Jewish re-
ligious schools have vacation 

then. Those students are a key 
voting pool for israel’s con-
servative bloc.

The debate about how 
to dissolve parliament also 
got bogged down in lengthy 
discussions on a backlog 
of legislation. At one point, 
the conservative opposition 
threatened to oppose a meas-
ure for a new underground 
railway network in Tel Aviv if 
it did not get its preferred date 
for the elections.

Bennett, meanwhile, an-
nounced his retirement from 
politics.

Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Yair Lapid (left) speaks to outgoing 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in Jerusalem on Thursday. (aFP)

New Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. delivers a speech after 
he was sworn in as the country’s new leader, at the National Museum 
in Manila on Thursday. (aFP)
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Security forces fired tear 
gas and water cannon to 
block the protesters from 
marching towards the presi-
dential palace in central 
Khartoum
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Geneva

Qatar has stressed the importance of 
accountability for all those responsi-
ble for human rights violations, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity 
in Syria, and for bringing them to in-

ternational criminal justice.
this came in the statement of the State 

of Qatar delivered by acting Charge d’affairs 
of the Permanent Delegation of the State of 
Qatar in Geneva Jawhara al Suwaidi before 
the Human rights Council at its 50th ses-
sion, during the interactive dialogue with the 
Independent International Commission of 
Inquiry on the Syrian arab republic.

al Suwaidi said since the beginning of the 

conflict the Syrian regime has used arbitrary 
detention and enforced disappearance as a 
means of war.

In this regard, the statement of Qatar 
confirmed that more than one million Syr-
ians have been arrested, pointing out that 
more than 150,000 Syrians are still arbitrar-
ily detained or forcibly disappeared, leaving 
behind families suffering from the bitterness 
of waiting and not knowing the fate of their 
relatives.

the statement of Qatar strongly con-
demned, as indicated by the investigation 
committee, the Syrian regime’s intentional 
concealment of information about the fate 
and whereabouts of the missing, and their 
exposure to torture and murder, such as 
the massacre that took place in al tadamon 

neighbourhood in 2013, which was recently 
revealed.

Qatar also stressed its agreement with 
the investigation committee on the impor-
tance of establishing a mechanism to reveal 
the fate of missing and disappeared persons, 
as it is an ethical and humanitarian issue in 
addition to being a legal and human rights 
issue.

al Suwaidi stressed the importance of ex-
tending the work of the Security Council res-
olution on the mechanism for the delivery of 
humanitarian aid across the border, and the 
need to exert more pressure to reach a po-
litical solution to the Syrian crisis that meets 
the aspirations of the Syrian people and is 
consistent with the Declaration of Geneva 1 
and resolution No. 2254.

Opinion

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Those Responsible For Crimes 
Against Humanity In Syria 
Must Be Held Accountable

Since the beginning of the conflict, the Syrian regime has used arbitrary  
detention and enforced disappearance as a means of war: Al Suwaidi
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On New Gun Safety Law, Thanks For Nothing
GeNe Collier

H
ello america, try not to get shot 
today. that’s it; that’s the lede. In 
what’s obviously become the saf-
est country in the world so long as 
you’re invested in this guns-make-

us-safer psychosis, you can now get shot 
for the way you make a sandwich.

or did you miss that story in the wrap-
up of the overnight carnage? 

Man walks into Subway sandwich shop 
in atlanta Sunday night and places his 
order, which includes one fateful word: 
mayo. Brittany Macon, 26, makes it for 
him. Brittany is apparently too generous 
with the mayo. Man shoots Brittany dead. 
then turns and shoots another young 
woman in front of her 5-year-old. that 
woman survived.

the price of safety seems awfully high, 
does it not?

Poor Brittany had been putting sand-
wiches together at the Subway for less than 
a month. Had she been trained on the ex-
act apportionment of mayo for members 
of our well-regulated militia? Because in 
america, that kind of oversight can end 
your life.

“It breaks my heart to know that some-
one has the audacity to point a weapon 
and shoot someone for as little as too 
much mayonnaise on a sandwich,” said 
Willie Glenn, who co-owns that particular 
Subway and spoke with a local tV station. 

Glenn called the shooting victims “model 
employees.”

Police arrested a 36-year-old atlanta 
man with ridiculously exacting sandwich 
standards later that night, but anywhere in 
america tonight, and then again tomorrow 
night and the night after that, someone 
will get shot for less.

No one need ever again explain that 
our absolutist gun culture, in conjunction 
with the gun lobby and the despicably 
gutless politicians in its pocket, have es-
sentially turned america into Chris rock’s 
neighborhood, a place the great comic 
once described as “so bad you can get shot 
while you’re getting shot.”

When 5% of the world’s population is 
toting around almost half of all the pri-
vately owned firearms on the planet, I 
don’t think you have to be an expert on 
anything to understand that bad things 
are going to happen. the key dynamic in 
america, however, is that we don’t care. 
Because your right to own an assault rifle 
as well as a high-capacity magazine shall 
not be infringed, 7-year-olds are just going 
to have to deal with their little thoughts 
about getting randomly slaughtered. Be-
cause america.

But don’t worry; there’s a new gun law 
in town thanks to President Joe Biden and 
some pliable republicans who have boldly 
responded to the public cries of “Do Some-
thing!” in the weeks after 19 elementary 
schoolers and two of their teachers were 
annihilated in texas and 10 people died in 

a New York grocery store massacre. Well, 
they’ve done something, at least to the ex-
tent something can be defined as right next 
door to nothing.

the Bipartisan Safer Communities act, 
which Biden signed over the weekend and 
for which he’s planning a showy White 
House event July 11, enhances background 
checks on gun buyers under 21, directs 
money to states to establish red flag laws, 
adds “serious dating partners” to the list 
of domestic abusers who won’t be allowed 
to buy guns (previously limited to spouses 
and domestic partners) and directs fund-

ing to mental health and school safety pro-
grams.

that’s “something?” Smells like “noth-
ing.”

Here’s a quick Q&a on the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities act.

Q. If I’m just a “casual dating 
partner,” can I still purchase a fire-
arm.

a. oh sure.

Q. If I’m only 18 and have to prove 
it to buy cough syrup, will I still be 

able to purchase an AR-15 style as-
sault weapon?

a. oh sure.

Q. If I’m only 19, should I pur-
chase an assault rifle now in case as-
sault weapons are banned at some 
point?

a. Don’t make me laugh young militia-
man. In america?

Nearly 70% of americans support 
an outright ban on assault weapons, but 
have to settle for some tinkering on dat-
ing partners because their government 
simply won’t listen to them. to have any 
measurable impact, the bill Biden just 
delivered would had to have included not 
only an assault weapons ban but a ban 
on high-capacity magazines. It should 
have raised the legal age for purchasing 
a handgun to 21, established universal 
background checks that included internet 
sales and sales at gun shows, and much, 
much more.

If the government is suddenly in the 
business of requiring women to carry their 
rapist’s baby to term, I suppose it’ll soon 
get around to requiring everyone to carry 
a gun as well. When that happens, you 
should be sure I’ll remain extremely un-
likely to shoot anyone.

that said, I still wouldn’t bring 13 items 
to the 12-items-or-less line, and whatever 
you do, do not say, in my presence, “it is 
what it is.” as for you sandwich makers, 
relax, I never ask for mayo. 

NICotINe kills. oh, not directly, for 
the most part. It’s just so addictive 
that cigarette smokers find it nearly 

impossible to quit a product that sub-
tracts years off their lives, causes cancer, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
strokes and heart disease, along with 
worsening type 2 diabetes. In 2018, 
more than half of the smokers in this 
country tried to stop; only 8% did.

the United States banned enticing 
candy flavors and raised the smoking 
age in an effort to keep kids from get-
ting hooked on cigarettes, with some 
success. But there are still many teens 
and adults who are hooked and unable 
to rid themselves of a habit they prob-
ably started when they were too young 
to know better.

the US Food and Drug administra-
tion has wanted to reduce nicotine levels 
in cigarettes since the 1990s. But now it 
has an administration willing to back 
the idea: President Joe Biden is propos-
ing to slash nicotine levels of cigarettes 
to minimal or “nonaddictive” levels.

the tobacco industry long played 
with the nicotine levels in cigarettes to 
make them more addictive, regardless 
of the suffering and premature death 
they caused. So it only makes sense for 
the FDa, charged with regulating nico-
tine levels under the tobacco Control 
act of 2009, to take things in the oppo-
site direction.

the nicotine plan is expected to take 
years to happen. and many obstacles 
could stand in the way: changes in ad-
ministration, intense lobbying by the 
industry, interference by Congress and 
court challenges.

But for the sake of millions of ameri-
cans addicted to cigarettes, we hope that 
the FDa prevails. reducing the nicotine 
that creates the physiological addiction 
to smoking would likely be far more ef-
fective than banning candy flavors or 
menthol (which the FDa is also con-
sidering), raising cigarette taxes or any 
of the other steps taken so far. People 
who want to quit would have a fighting 
chance.

the tobacco industry is opposed to 
the plan, of course, and claims that if 
nicotine levels are lowered, smokers will 
inhale more deeply or smoke more ciga-
rettes to get their nicotine fix. research 
has proved this wrong. a study pub-
lished in May showed that cravings for 
cigarettes are lower when the nicotine 
content in them is drastically reduced. 
and curtailing the nicotine sharply is far 
more effective than doing it gradually 
for people trying to quit, various studies 

have shown.
the industry advocates instead for 

“harm reduction” — which essentially 
means getting people hooked on elec-
tronic-cigarettes instead of the combus-
tible version. It’s not difficult to guess 
that its real objection to nicotine reduc-
tion is losing revenue from the millions 
of americans currently hooked on the 
No. 1 cause of premature death.

Smokers who want more nicotine 
can use patches, gum and other prod-
ucts to get their fix. and for now, at least, 
they can turn to e-cigarettes.

that’s why the FDa’s parallel deci-
sion to ban the popular cartridge e-cig-
arettes sold under the brand name Juul 
appears hasty. So far, e-cigarettes ap-
pear to be less dangerous than smoking. 
and though there’s legitimate concern 
about young people who start vaping 
moving on to cigarettes, that becomes 
less of an issue if cigarettes become non-
addictive.

the FDa acknowledges that it has 
no evidence of Juul products posing an 
imminent hazard. It says it is banning 
Juul because of what it calls “insuffi-
cient and conflicting data” about certain 
chemicals in the pods. Juul won a tem-
porary reprieve in court while it appeals, 
saying that it has provided mounds of 
evidence to the federal agency.

No one would suggest vaping is a 
healthy habit; the chemicals in e-ciga-
rettes carry potential health risks, but 
those risks appear to be lower than from 
smoking, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. For 
now, vaping may be a less dangerous 
route for smokers trying to get a nico-
tine fix.

What’s most important is to reduce 
the harm from combustible smoking 
products, and the FDa should include 
cigars and pipe tobacco in its rule lower-
ing nicotine levels. there is no reason-
able excuse to allow americans to stay 
hooked on a deadly product.

Drastically Reducing 
Nicotine Levels Will 
Save A Lot Of Lives

President Joe Biden signs the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act into law on June 25.
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Moscow/Kiev

Russia said on Thursday it is 
withdrawing its troops from 
ukraine’s Zmiinyi island, or 
snake island, in the Black sea, 
which it has occupied since the 
second day of the war.

Defence Ministry spokes-
man igor Konashenkov said 
that the withdrawal was a “sign 
of goodwill” and showed Russia 
was not obstructing the export 
of grain and agricultural prod-
ucts from ukraine.

The forces “completed their 
assigned tasks on snake is-
land,” he said.

ukrainian forces have re-
lentlessly attacked the small 
rocky island with armed drones 
and aircraft. it is strategically 
located only about 45 kilome-
tres from Romania, near the 
Danube River delta.

ukrainian armed Forces 
commander Valeriy Zaluzhnyi 
said in a Facebook statement 
that Russia was “unable to 
withstand the fire of our artil-
lery, missile and airstrikes.” He 
thanked the ukrainian forces as 
well as Kiev’s foreign partners 
for their weaponry.

in mid-June, ukrainian 
forces succeeded in attacking 
a Russian ship whose likely 
mission was to bring weapons 
and personnel to Russian oc-
cupied snake island, according 
to Western intelligence assess-
ments.

The Vasily Bech had been 
damaged by anti-ship missiles 
provided to ukraine by Den-
mark, according to Kiev.

it is not clear whether or 
how snake island’s change of 

hands could affect grain ex-
ports by sea from ukraine.

For months Russia has been 
accused of blockading ukrain-
ian ports, hindering the export 
of grain and consequently in-
creasing the risk of famine in 
poor countries.

The uN World Food Pro-
gramme, for instance, sourced 
a large portion of its wheat sup-
plies for emergency relief op-
erations from ukraine before 
Russia’s invasion.

ukrainian authorities said 
on Thursday that a large quan-
tity of grain was destroyed in a 
Russian attack in the east of the 
country.

a fire broke out in the af-
fected warehouse in the city of 
Zelenodolsk, the governor of 

the Dnipropetrovsk region, Va-
lentyn Resnichenko, wrote on 
Telegram. Forty tons of grain 
were apparently destroyed.

Moscow, for its part, said a 
ship with 7,000 tons of grain 
had left the Russian-occupied 
port of Berdyansk, the state 
news agency Tass reported. 

The destination of the cargo 
was not disclosed.

Evgeny Balitsky, leader of 
the Moscow-appointed admin-
istration in the Zaporizhzhya 
region, was reported as say-
ing on Telegram that the ship 
would head to “friendly” coun-
tries.

Meanwhile, the ukrain-
ian military said in a Thursday 
morning update that Russia 
was using artillery to try to 
blockade the ukrainian city of 
Lysychansk, the last remaining 
part of the eastern Luhansk re-
gion under Kiev’s control.

The ukrainian general staff 
said attacks were taking place 
around the oil refinery in the 
city.

Pro-Russian separatists 

claimed to have taken control 
of the area around the plant, 
according to a Telegram update 
from their representative Ro-
dion Miroshnik.

ukraine’s military accused 
Russia of shelling civilian infra-
structure, but the claims could 
not be independently verified.

Russian soldiers have al-
ready advanced to Lysychansk’s 
outskirts in recent days.

ukraine said the bulk of 
the fighting was taking place 
to the west of the city and that 
Russian troops were still trying 
to control a key road between 
Lysychansk and the town of 
Bakhmut.

arms continue to reach 
ukrainian forces from allies 
abroad. sweden plans to deliver 
more arms including anti-tank 
weapons, as well as mine-clear-
ing equipment, the Defence 
Ministry in stockholm said.

in total, the support pack-
age is worth about 500 million 
swedish kronor ($48.7 mil-
lion).

sweden, which like its 
neighbour Finland applied for 
NaTO membership in mid-
May, has supplied ukraine with 
various military equipment and 
goods on four previous occa-
sions.

in London, the British gov-
ernment said it would allocate 
another 1 billion pounds ($1.3 
billion) to go toward ukraine’s 
war effort. some 1.3 billion 
pounds has already been pro-
vided.

Zelensky tweeted in re-
sponse that that Britain was 
ukraine’s “true friend and stra-
tegic partner” and provided 
Kiev with “consistent” support.

Russia withdraws troops 
from Ukraine’s strategic  
Snake Island in Black Sea

An overview of Snake Island in Ukraine recently. (afp)

Germany presents law 
to facilitate gender and 
name determination

dpa
Berlin

THE German Family affairs 
and Justice Ministries on 
Thursday presented a concept 
for a new self-determination 
law, which is to allow residents 
in Germany to determine their 
own gender and first name.

The law would also allow 
people to change gender and 
name through a simple pro-
cedure at the registry office 
and is to replace the country’s 
Transsexuals act, which many 
consider outdated and discrim-
inatory. if the new regulation is 
implemented as planned, it will 
in future be irrelevant whether 
a person is transgender, non-
binary or intersex when it 
comes to the registration of 
gender and first names.

Expert opinions on sexual 
identity or a medical certificate 
will then no longer be required 
as a prerequisite for such a 
change. Trans and non-bina-
ry people can currently only 
change their gender and first 
name by court order and need 
two expert opinions.

intersex people are indi-

viduals whose physical gen-
der cannot be assigned to the 
medical norm of male or fe-
male bodies, but moves along 
a spectrum in between.

Non-binary refers to peo-
ple who have neither a male 
nor a female gender identity, 
while trans people do not feel 
they belong to the gender that 
was assigned to them at birth.

Minors up to 14 years old 
will need a declaration from 
their guardians for a change at 
the registry office, while teen-
agers over 14 can submit the 
declaration themselves but will 
need their parents’ consent, 
according to the draft law.

To ensure that there is a 
serious decision behind the 
change of civil status, the draft 
law includes a blocking period 
of one year, meaning that the 
new gender and first name are 
generally valid for at least this 
time. German Justice Minister 
Marco Buschmann and Minis-
ter of Family affairs Lisa Paus 
explicitly pointed out that their 
planned law would not con-
cern the question of possible 
physical gender reassignment 
measures.

dpa
new YorK

R&B singer R Kelly has been 
sentenced to 30 years in prison 
by a federal court in New York 
for masterminding an elaborate 
scheme to entice and sexually 
exploit young aspiring singers 
and underage children.

The former 90s superstar 
was branded “the pied piper of 
R&B” as he came face to face 
with several of his victims who 
detailed his “deplorable and 
inexplicable” abuse during the 
hearing.

Kelly’s sentence follows his 

conviction on multiple counts 
of racketeering, relating to 
bribery and forced labour, by a 
jury in september last year.

The 55-year-old was also 
found in violation of an anti-sex 
trafficking law known as the 
Mann act. 

The singer, who denied all 
charges, was found guilty on all 
nine counts against him after a 
six-week trial in Brooklyn, New 
York.

sentencing Kelly, judge 
ann Donnelly said he had used 
his “minions” to “lure young 
fans into your orbit.” 

The court also heard victim 

impact statements from seven 
women, presented anonymous-
ly to the court, who detailed 
Kelly’s “God-like complex” and 
how he used his “fame and 
power” to entice his victims.

a woman using the pseu-
donym angela told him: “The 
pied piper of R&B, both in 
music and in technique and in 
approach.

“success and love... you 
presented these glittering gems 
as if they were gold.

“With every addition of a 
new victim you grew in wicked-
ness, cockiness, diminishing 
any form of humanity or self-

awareness, which soon became 
the breeding ground for your 
God-like complex.

“You were doing, saying and 
encouraging despicable things 
that no one should be doing.

“We reclaim our names 
from beneath the shadows 
of your afflicted trauma.” at 
one point a woman known as 
Jane Doe number two halted 
her statement, saying she “did 
not want to interrupt (Kelly’s) 
conversation” as the singer 
appeared to confer with his 
lawyer. “You are an abuser, you 
are shameless, you are disgust-
ing,” she told him.

Singer R Kelly sentenced to 30 years for sex trafficking

World

File photo of singer R. Kelly in Chicago. (afp)

NATO confronts a changing world 
amid Russia’s direct threats: Biden

dpa
Madrid

NaTO is adapting to a chang-
ing world, us President Joe 
Biden said on Thursday on 
the last day of a summit of the 
alliance’s leaders in Madrid.

“The direct threats ... Rus-
sia poses [to] Europe, and the 
systemic challenges that China 
poses to a rules-based world 
order” are driving this change, 
Biden said in a press confer-
ence.

alliance leaders agreed to 
invite sweden and Finland to 
join NaTO in the three days 
of talks at the spanish capital 
after weeks of opposition from 
Turkey.

NaTO also decided to 
move up to 300,000 troops 
to high alert to reinforce 
Eastern European members 
and adopted a new security 
doctrine that brands Rus-
sia a threat and declares 
China’s “coercive policies” as 
a challenge to NaTO’s “in-
terests, security and values.” 
NaTO secretary General Jens 
stoltenebrg also said the al-
liance agreed a “significant, 
conisderable increase in Na-

TO’s common funded budget” 
for 2030 but did not provide 
further details in his closing 
press conference.

NaTO sources later told 
dpa that this amounted to 
an extra ?20 billion ($21 bil-
lion) in joint spending by 
2030, a major annual increase 
in alliance budgets.

The alliance did make the 
spending public at the leaders’ 
summit in Madrid over French 
objections, NaTO sources in-
formed dpa.

Paris has long objected to 
spending increases and only 
backed the investment on the 

basis the details would not 
be communicated until later, 
NaTO sources said.

The additional funds are 
to facilitate increased invest-
ments to move equipment 
to the alliance’s members in 
Eastern Europe after a summit 
decision to ramp up defences 
in the region.

in addition, there should 
also be more funds for exercis-
es and cybersecurity, for exam-
ple, as well as the promotion 
of partnerships with friendly 
countries outside of the alli-
ance, NaTO sources said.

German Chancellor Olaf 

scholz struck a similar cord as 
Biden when he said Russia is 
“threatening the international 
order” in his concluding re-
marks at the summit.

NaTO as a result is 
strengthening its defence ca-
pabilities, scholz said, “espe-
cially in view of the security 
of the alliance’s members on 
the eastern flank,” referring to 
countries bordering Russia.

French President Em-
manuel Macron meanwhile 
stressed the importance of 
keeping communication lines 
open with Russian President 
Putin despite criticism of the 
practise.

announcing another 
weapons packet to ukraine 
more than $800 million (?765 
million), Biden said the us is 
“going to stick with ukraine 
and all of the alliance [will] 
stick with ukraine as long as it 
takes to in fact make sure that 
they are not defeated [by Rus-
sia].” Biden also reaffirmed in 
Madrid that the us “will de-
fend every inch of NaTO ter-
ritory,” citing the new perma-
nent headquarters of the us 
Fifth army corps in Poland as 
an example.

Poland finishes 
187 km migrant 
fence along 
Belarus border

dpa
warsaw

POLaND has finished a 
187-kilometre fence along its 
border with Belarus, Prime 
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki 
said on Thursday while visit-
ing the Kuznica crossing.

Poland and Belarus share 
some 418 kilometres of bor-
der, but except for the 187 kil-
ometres of the fence, most of it 
runs through lakes and rivers.

The area turned into a mi-
gration hotspot last year when 
thousands of people arrived in 
the area from the Middle East, 
allegedly after being invited to 
Belarus and then ferried on to 
the border.

Many of the people who 
showed up at the border had 
come from war zones, which 
meant the Poles had a choice 
of letting in an uncontrolled 
flow of people or being seen as 
turning away people trying to 
flee for their lives.

The crisis came to a head 
in the warmer summer and 
autumn months of 2021, be-
fore dropping off in the win-
ter. Now that temperatures 
are creeping back upwards, 
Polish authorities report that 
the refugees are returning in 
higher numbers.

Polish forces had put up 
a makeshift fence in august. 
since January, that has been re-
placed, bit by bit, by a 5.5-metre 
tall fence with motion sensors 
and cameras, with a budgeted 
cost of $384.9 million.

in his speech, Morawiecki 
also spoke about Russia’s inva-
sion of neighbouring ukraine. 
“The first chord of this war 
was [Belarusian President al-
exander] Lukashenko’s attack 
on the Polish border with Be-
larus,” he said, accusing Lu-
kashenko of having decided 
to test the Polish border, and 
therefore the Eu’s external 
border, on behalf of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

dpa
paris

THE European Court of 
Human Rights has ordered 
Moscow to protect two Brit-
ish nationals sentenced to 
death by pro-Russian sepa-
ratists in ukraine, convicted 
for being foreign fighters.

in an interim measure, 
the court asked the Russian 
authorities to ensure that 
the death sentence imposed 
by the court of the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic is not carried out.

Furthermore, adequate 
detention conditions and 
medical care would have to 
be guaranteed.

Within two weeks, Rus-
sia should inform the court 
in strasbourg about the 
steps it has taken, the court 
said on Thursday. Russia, 
however, has previously 
declared that it no longer 
wanted to abide by the rul-
ings of the European Court 
of Human Rights.

“They know that Russia 
no longer complies with the 
rules of the European Court 
of Human Rights,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Thursday, according 
to the interfax agency.

according to the court, 
interim measures are bind-
ing and are only issued rare-
ly and in cases of imminent 
danger of irreparable harm.

some two weeks ago, the 
court had already called on 
Russia to protect a Moroc-
can man who was also sen-
tenced to death by the sepa-
ratists.

The men had joined 
ukrainian forces in the fight 

against Russia. The Moroc-
can came to study in Kiev in 
2019, while the Britons had 
been living in ukraine with 
their partners and were part 
of the military since 2018, 
according to court docu-
ments.

The ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry had sharply criti-
cized the three death sen-
tences. Foreigners in the 
ukrainian army are regular 
soldiers and must be treated 
as such, ministry spokesper-
son Oleg Nikolenko said.

They have the rights of 
prisoners of war.

Russia has a morato-
rium on the death penalty, 
but it does not apply to the 
Moscow-backed separatist 
areas of ukraine. according 
to reports, the executions 
could be carried out by fir-
ing squad.

Russian officials have 
stated that they regard for-
eigners fighting for ukraine 
as mercenaries and, there-
fore, international laws pro-
tecting prisoners of war do 
not apply.

Rights court orders 
Russia to protect 
Britons handed 
death sentence

US President Joe Biden in Madrid on Thursday. (afp)

05Friday, July 1, 2022

Key location
Ukrainian forces have 
relentlessly attacked the 
small rocky island with 
armed drones and aircraft. 
it is strategically located 
only about 45 kilometres 
from romania, near the 
danube river delta

Execution 
russia has a moratorium 
on the death penalty, but it 
does not apply to the 
Moscow-backed separatist 
areas of Ukraine. according 
to reports, the executions 
could be carried out by firing 
squad



Stocks fall broadly, head for worst quarter since early 2020
AGENCIES

STOCKS fell in afternoon trad-
ing on Wall Street Thursday 
and are on track to cap off their 
worst quarter since the early 
days of the pandemic.

The S&P 500 fell 0.3% as 
of 1:40 p.m. Eastern, though it 
was down as much as 2.1% ear-
lier in trading. The benchmark 
index has been on a dismal 

streak that dragged it into a 
bear market earlier this month 
and is now down 20% for the 
year. It is close to closing its 
worst quarter since the begin-
ning of 2020.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average fell 113 points, or 
0.4%, to 30,912 and the Nas-
daq fell 0.5%. Small company 
stocks also fell. The Russell 
2000 lost 0.1%.

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury, which helps set 
mortgage rates, fell to 2.98% 
from 3.09% late Wednesday.

Retailers and other com-
panies that rely directly on 
consumer spending were post-
ing some of the biggest losses, 
as they have all year. Amazon 
slipped 2.4% and Best Buy 
shed 2%.

Rising inflation has been 

behind much of the slump for 
the broader market this year as 
businesses raise prices on eve-
rything from food to clothing 
and consumers are squeezed 
tighter. Inflation remains stub-
bornly hot, according to a series 
of recent economic updates. 
The Federal Reserve and other 
central banks have been aggres-
sively raising interest rates to 
try and slow economic growth 

in order to cool inflation.
“What the market is trying 

to asses is when does it seem as 
if the Fed is going to have what 
it needs to ascertain that infla-
tion is plateauing,” said Quincy 
Krosby, chief equity strategist 
for LPL Financial.

A measure of inflation that 
is closely tracked by the Fed 
rose 6.3% in May from a year 
earlier, unchanged from its lev-

el in April. Thursday’s report 
from the Commerce Depart-
ment also said that consumer 
spending rose at a sluggish 
0.2% rate from April to May.

The update follows a wor-
risome report earlier this week 
showing that consumer confi-
dence slipped to its lowest level 
in 16 months. The government 
has also reported that the U.S. 
economy shrank 1.6% in the 

first quarter and weak consum-
er spending was a key part of 
that contraction.

Investors are worried that 
the U.S. could slip into a re-
cession as inflation hurts busi-
nesses and consumers. A key 
concern involves the Fed’s in-
terest rate hikes, which could 
slam the brakes on economic 
growth too much and actually 
bring on a recession.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNDER the patronage of 
Minister of State for Energy 
Affairs and President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE 
Saad Sherida Al Kaabi, Qatar 
Fertiliser Company (QAF-
CO) has won the prestigious 
Crystal Award for Qatariza-
tion Support in the energy 
sector – under the compa-
nies’ category – at the Annu-
al Qatarization Award 2022 
ceremony, held on June 22. 

The annual Qatarization 
Award recognises companies 
that demonstrate excellence 
in supporting and actualis-
ing the goals of Qatariza-
tion programme. To emerge 
as the winner of the award, 
QAFCO competed with sev-
eral companies who submit-
ted data about their Qatari-
zation progress during the 

year 2021.
HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi 

presented the coveted award 
to QAFCO’s Chief Operating 
Officer Ahmed Rahimi at the 
event held at QatarEnergy’s 
headquarters in Abdulla Bin 
Hamad Al Attiya district, in 
the presence of senior execu-
tives and representatives of 
companies participating in 
the Energy Sector Strategic 
Qatarization Plan.

The Qatarization Crystal 
Award, which represents an-
other milestone in QAFCO’s 
overall Qatarization devel-
opment strategy, recognised 
the company for its support 
for the development of qual-
ified Qatari nationals and 
commitment in incubating 
quality Qatarization.

Commenting on the 
achievement, Abdulrah-
man Al Suwaidi, QAFCO’s 
Chief Executive Officer, said, 

“This prestigious award is a 
result of hard work, dedica-
tion, and commitment of 
QAFCO’s team. It is a tes-
timony to the efficiency of 
our continuous Qatarization 
efforts”.  He added: “We are 
very proud to be recognised 
with this special award. It is 
a proof of our commitment 
to develop a strong work-
force in line with the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, and 

our focus on sustainable de-
velopment through creating 
a comprehensive Qatariza-
tion strategy.”

As part of its Qatariza-
tion efforts, QAFCO devel-
ops its national employees 
through effective and effi-
cient development plans for 
national graduates, national 
employees in the organisa-
tion and nationals in talent 
pools. The company gives 

special focus to monitoring 
and follow-up on national 
cadres’ individual develop-
ment plans and providing 
counselling and mentoring. 
QAFCO also supports them 
with the best learning prac-
tices provided for the indus-
try to close any competence 
gaps and prepare them for 
future senior roles as part 
of the company’s succession 
planning.

QAFCO wins Crystal Award for supporting Qatarization in energy sector

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of Qatar-
Energy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi presented the coveted award to 
QAFCO’s Chief Operating Officer Ahmed Rahimi.

Award recognises company for supporting 
development of qualified Qatari nationals 

GWC launches revamped website for 
more hassle-free user experience
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

GULF Warehousing Com-
pany (GWC) has launched a 
revamped website. The new 
website offers a more simpli-
fied and user-friendly experi-
ence with numerous features, 
a smarter and more intuitive 
user experience, richer con-
tent, and an easier navigation 
experience.

“This new website has 
been designed keeping in 
mind the requirements of our 
customers.  We always aim 
to deliver services that offer 
a seamless and time-saving 
experience to the clients. This 
new website is a testament to 
our commitment to deploy 
new and innovative digital 
solutions and technologies 
to put forth a more valuable, 
user-centric and responsive 
resource across all platforms 
and devices,” said Ranjeev 
Menon, Group CEO, GWC.

He added that since the 

outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, GWC has been at the 
forefront of mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic on 
its client by providing high 
visibility to the customer’s in-
ventory and shipments, while 
providing potential clients and 
stakeholders a virtual tour to 
visit all the company’s facili-
ties from the comfort of their 
computer or mobile.

GWC has also worked on 
enhancing the accessibility 

features, such as the font size, 
contrast adjustment, text-
to-speech option, and mak-
ing it more inclusive by being 
WCAG compliant and as a re-
sult more accessible to people 
with disabilities.

The website, which was 
revamped in-house, also of-
fers options for clients to track 
their shipments in real time 
using satellite data, along with 
an easy-to-use English and 
Arabic interfaces, secure and 
smart environment allowing 
clients and stakeholders to 
find all the information they 
need in simple steps.

GWC invites visitors to 
explore this updated website 
which now offers improved 
investor relations portal, a 
dedicated portal for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022TM, re-
vamped solutions offering and 
1-step contact form. GWC has 
also streamlined its news and 
media relations portal and al-
lows social media sharing of 
the website and its content.

Ranjeev Menon, Group CEO, GWC

OPEC+ oil boost likely not 
much help to high prices

AGENCIES

OPEC and allied producing 
nations decided on Thursday 
to boost production of crude 
by an amount that will likely 
do little to relieve high gaso-
line prices at the pump and 
energy-fuelled inflation plagu-
ing the global economy.

The increase of 648,000 
barrels per day in August still 
leaves the world thirsty for 
oil as it rebounds from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and runs 
up against the inability of the 
23-member OPEC+ alliance to 
meet its production quotas.

OPEC+, which includes 
Russia, confirmed the deci-
sion from its last meeting. Be-
fore that, it had been adding 
about 432,000 barrels per day 
monthly to put oil back on the 
market after cutting produc-
tion dramatically during the 
height of the pandemic.

US Presdent Joe Biden, 
facing political pressure at 
home, has been urging oil-
producing countries to open 
the taps and help bring down 
gasoline prices for American 
drivers.

Gasoline prices worldwide 
have reached painful highs. 

In the US, they surpassed $5 
a gallon for the first time this 
month before dipping in re-
cent days as global oil prices 
fell on fears of a recession.

Biden has been under 
pressure to do whatever he 
can to reduce prices, including 
urging Congress to suspend 
gas and diesel taxes and re-
leasing oil from strategic re-
serves, although many experts 
say there’s little he can do.

OPEC, on the other hand, 
could help lower prices by 
increasing production — in 
theory. But many oil-produc-
ing countries are struggling 
to produce as much as the 
group’s decisions set out.

Nigeria and Angola have 
longstanding shortfalls, while 
Russia has been losing some of 
its production because West-
ern customers are shunning 
its oil, either from fear of sanc-
tions or because they don’t 

want to be associated with the 
war in Ukraine.

According to data collected 
by the International Energy 
Agency, OPEC+ production 
fell 2.8 million barrels per day 
below the agreed level in May. 
The production agreement 
gives laggards until the end of 
the year to make up their quo-
tas.

“Only very few of them are 
likely to be able to achieve this 
though, either because of lim-
ited capacities (especially An-
gola and Nigeria) or because 
of sanctions (Russia),” wrote 
commodities analyst Carsten 
Fritsch at Commerzbank in a 
research note. “The question 
therefore is whether countries 
with spare capacities such as 
Saudi Arabia or the United 
Arab Emirates will be allowed 
to step into the breach.”

Yet doubts have spread in 
the market about exactly how 

much spare capacity even the 
Saudis or the UAE have. And 
for those two to increase their 
market share at the expense 
of other members might be a 
tough sell.

As of May, surplus produc-
tion capacity in non-OPEC 
countries decreased by 80% 
compared with 2021, accord-
ing to the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration. Sur-
plus capacity is oil production 
that can be brought online 
within 30 days and sustained 
for at least 90 days. In 2021, 
about 60% of the surplus 
production capacity was in 
Russia, but much of that was 
eliminated as of May 2022 due 
to sanctions, the agency said.

Russia’s war in Ukraine is 
contributing to high oil pric-
es fueling inflation around 
the world. At a summit of 
the Group of Seven leading 
economies this week, the U.S. 
pushed for a price cap on Rus-
sian oil imports to try to blunt 
the price spikes and reduce 
money from oil sales flowing 
into the Kremlin’s war chest.

The European Union, a 
key importer of Russian en-
ergy, also has approved a ban 
on 90% of Russian oil imports 
by year’s end.

After the OPEC+ meet-
ing, U.S. benchmark oil trad-
ed down 0.7% on the day, to 
$109.09 per barrel. That is 
more than 40% higher than at 
the start of the year. Interna-
tional benchmark Brent crude 
drifted 0.4% lower, to $115.83 
per barrel.

Nigeria and Angola 
have longstanding 
shortfalls, Russia 
losing some of  
its production
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EuropE prepared to lead the 
world in regulating the free-
wheeling cryptocurrency in-
dustry at a time when prices 
have plunged, wiping out for-
tunes, fueling skepticism and 
sparking calls for tighter scru-
tiny.

The European union took 
a first step late Wednesday by 
agreeing on new rules subject-
ing cryptocurrency transfers 
to the same money-laundering 
rules as traditional banking 
transfers.

A much bigger move was 
expected as Eu negotiators 
hammer out the final details 
late Thursday on a sweep-
ing package of crypto regula-
tions for the bloc’s 27 nations, 
known as Markets in Crypto 
Assets, or MiCA.

Like the Eu’s trendset-
ting data privacy policy, which 
became the de facto global 
standard, and its recent land-
mark law targeting harmful 
content on digital platforms, 
the crypto regulations are ex-
pected to be highly influential 
worldwide.

The Eu rules are “really 
the first comprehensive piece 
of crypto regulation in the 
world,” said patrick Hansen, 
crypto venture adviser at pre-
sight Capital, a venture capital 
fund.

“I think there will be a lot 
of jurisdictions that will look 
closely into how the Eu has 
dealt with it since the Eu is 
first here,” Hansen said.

He expected authorities in 
other places, especially small-
er countries that don’t have 
the resources to draw up their 
own rules from scratch, to 
adopt ones similar to the Eu’s, 
though “they might change a 
few details.” under the Mar-
kets in Crypto Assets regula-
tions, exchanges, brokers and 
other crypto companies face 
strict rules aimed at protecting 
consumers.

Companies issuing or 
trading crypto assets such as 
stablecoins — which are usu-
ally tied to the dollar or a com-
modity like gold that make 
them less volatile than normal 
cryptocurrencies — face tough 

transparency requirements 
requiring them to provide 
detailed information on the 
risks, costs and charges that 
consumers face.

The rules will help novice 
crypto investors avoid falling 
victim to frauds and scams 
that regulators have warned 
are widespread in the indus-
try.

“That’s a huge benefit 
in this space, especially for 
someone who has absolutely 
no idea where to go to or who 
to seek out or where to put 
my money into,” said Jackson 
Mueller, director of policy and 
government affairs at Secur-
rency, a blockchain infrastruc-
ture company.

providers of bitcoin-relat-
ed services would fall under 
the regulations, but not bit-
coin itself, the world’s most 
popular cryptocurrency that 
has lost more than 70% of its 
value from its November peak.

The European rules are 
aimed at maintaining finan-
cial stability — a growing 
concern for regulators amid a 
string of recent crypto-related 
crashes. For example, the sta-
blecoin TerrauSD imploded 
last month, erasing an esti-
mated $40 billion in inves-
tor funds with little or no ac-
countability.

The meltdowns have 
spurred calls for regulation, 
with other major jurisdictions 
still drawing up their strate-
gies. In the u.S., president Joe 
Biden issued an executive or-
der in March on government 
oversight of cryptocurrency, 
including studying the impact 
on financial stability and na-
tional security.

Last month, California 
became the first state to for-
mally begin examining how 
to broadly adapt to cryptocur-
rency, with plans to work with 
the federal government on 

crafting regulations.
The u.K. also has unveiled 

plans to regulate some crypto-
currencies.

A few European countries, 
like Germany, already have 
basic crypto regulations. one 
of the Eu’s goals is bringing 
rules in line across the bloc, so 
that a crypto company based 
in one country would be able 
to offer services in other mem-
ber states.

The Eu rules, which would 
still need final approval and 
are expected to take effect by 
2024, include measures to 
prevent market manipulation, 
money laundering, terrorist 
financing and other criminal 
activities.

on Wednesday, Eu nego-
tiators signed a provisional 
agreement for the bloc’s first 
rules on tracing transfers of 
crypto assets like bitcoin, 
which is aimed at clamping 
down on illicit transfers and 

blocking suspicious transac-
tions.

When a crypto asset 
changes hands, informa-
tion on both the source and 
the beneficiary would have 
to be stored on both sides of 
the transfer, according to the 
new rules. Crypto companies 
would have to hand this in-
formation over to authorities 
investigating criminal activity 
such as money laundering or 
terrorist financing.

“For too long, crypto-
assets have been under the 
radar of our law enforcement 
authorities,” one of the lead 
Eu lawmakers negotiating the 
rules, Assita Kanko, said in a 
statement. “It will be much 
harder to misuse crypto-assets 
and innocent traders and in-
vestors will be better protect-
ed.” The Eu institutions are 
working out the technical de-
tails before the crypto tracing 
rules receive final approval.

Crypto rules to make Europe a 
global leader as prices plunge

An advertisement for Bitcoin cryptocurrency is displayed on a street in Hong Kong, on Feb. 17, 2022.

EU subjects cryptocurrency transfers to same money-laundering rules as traditional banking transfers

Key inflation gauge 
tracked by US Fed  
remains a high 6.3%

Agencies

A measure of inflation that 
is closely tracked by the Fed-
eral reserve jumped 6.3% 
in May from a year earlier, 
unchanged from its level in 
April.

Thursday’s report from 
the Commerce Department 
provided the latest evidence 
that painfully high infla-
tion is pressuring American 
households and inflicting 
particular harm on low-in-
come families and people of 
color.

The report also said that 
consumer spending rose at 
a sluggish 0.2% rate from 
April to May. Consumer 
spending is beginning to 
weaken in the face of high 
inflation. But it’s still help-
ing fuel inflation itself, espe-
cially as demand grows for 
services ranging from airline 
tickets and hotel rooms to 
restaurant meals and new 
and used autos.

“It should really come 
as no surprise that u.S. 
consumers are paring their 
spending due to the high 
costs of, well, almost every-
thing,″ Jennifer Lee, senior 
economist at BMo Capital 
Markets, wrote in a research 
note. After adjusting for in-
flation, she noted, consumer 
spending actually fell 0.4% 
from April to May.

on a month-to-month 
basis, Thursday’s report 
showed, prices rose 0.6% 
from April to May, up from 
the 0.2% increase from 
March to April.

Chronically high infla-
tion has become a leading 
threat to the economy and a 
political hazard for president 
Joe Biden and Democrats 
as midterm elections near. 
Seventy-nine percent of u.S. 
adults describe the economy 
as poor, according to a new 
survey from The Associated 
press-NorC Center for pub-
lic Affairs research. Infla-
tion is eclipsing the healthy 
3.6% unemployment rate as 
a focal point for Americans 
who are struggling, in par-
ticular, with high gasoline 
and food prices.

In response, the Fed has 
embarked on a series of ag-
gressive interest rate hikes 

that are intended to slow 
growth by making borrow-
ing more expensive but that 
also risk causing a recession. 
Two weeks ago, the Fed 
raised its key rate by three-
quarters of a point — its larg-
est hike in nearly three dec-
ades — and signalled more 
large rate increases to come.

The Fed tends to moni-
tor Thursday’s inflation 
gauge, called the personal 
consumption expenditures 
price index, even more 
closely it does the govern-

ment’s better-known con-
sumer price index. While 
the components of the two 
indexes differ — CpI tends 
to weigh gasoline and hous-
ing costs more heavily and 
to show higher inflation — 
the two gauges tell the same 
basic story: Inflation is run-
ning dangerously hot.

The report also showed 
that consumer incomes rose 
0.5% from April to May, 
staying slightly ahead of 
inflation. In addition, the 
savings rate rose slightly to 
5.4% last month, though 
it remains well below its 
peak of nearly 34% in April 
2020. At that time, millions 
of Americans were banking 
government relief checks 
and otherwise saving mon-
ey while staying at home 
as a precaution against  
CoVID-19.

Soaring prices are a con-
sequence of the economy’s 
unexpectedly swift rebound 
from the pandemic reces-
sion of 2020.

Spending 
weakens 
Consumer spending is 
beginning to weaken in the 
face of high inflation. But 
it’s still helping fuel inflation 
itself, especially as demand 
grows for services ranging 
from airline tickets and 
hotel rooms to restaurant 
meals and new and used 
autos.

Agencies

AMoS Hochstein, president 
Joe Biden’s point man for 
global energy problems, says 
he knows that transitioning 
away from the climate-wreck-
ing pollution of fossil fuels is 
the only way to go. He advo-
cates urgently for renewable 
energy, for energy-smart ther-
mostats and heat pumps.

But when it comes to tack-
ling the pressing energy chal-
lenges presented by russia’s 
war on ukraine, Hochstein 
also can sound like nothing 
as much as the West’s oilfield 
roustabout, taking a giant pipe 
wrench to the world’s near-cri-
sis-level energy shortfalls.

Appearing before a Senate 
Foreign relations subcommit-
tee this month on u.S. help in 
Europe’s russian-fueled ener-
gy problems, Hochstein spoke 
enthusiastically of prospects 
for a new floating natural gas 
terminal in Albania, new gas 
connections elsewhere in the 
Balkans, bumping up the flow 
of gas from Central Asia and 
getting gas out of Spain to the 
rest of Europe.

“We have to face the reality 
that today Europe’s system is 
dependent on gas,” Hochstein 
told the Ap after the hearing. 
It was a relatively rare public 
account from an envoy whose 
work normally is behind the 
scenes. “And I need to make 
sure that people in the winter 
have heating, and they have 
electricity.” Increasingly, how-
ever, some climate advocates 
are expressing concern at what 
they see as an emphasis from 

the Biden administration on 
new, u.S.-heavy natural gas 
and infrastructure projects as 
part of an all-out effort by Eu-
rope and the u.S. to wrest Eu-
rope away from its reliance on 
russian oil and gas.

Climate groups charge 
that new spending on build-
ing pipelines, terminals, port 
facilities and storage threatens 
to lock in increased reliance on 
fossil fuel for decades to come, 
while doing little to solve Eu-
rope’s most immediate energy 
crisis.

Criticism increased Tues-
day, after Biden and other 
leaders in the Group of Seven 
softened their 2021 climate 
pledges to move away from 
public financing of new fossil 
fuel infrastructure, citing rus-
sia’s war.

“public support for gas in-
frastructure is not the climate 
presidency Joe Biden prom-
ised,” Kate DeAngelis, interna-
tional finance program manag-
er of Friends of the Earth, said 
in a statement in response.

But as u.S. companies 
have nearly tripled America’s 
exports of liquified natural 
gas to Europe in the months 
since russia invaded ukraine, 
Hochstein cites his immedi-
ate challenge: getting Euro-
peans through the end of the 
year without freezing in their 
homes.

The European union re-
ceived roughly 40% of its natu-
ral gas from russia before the 
war. Western-led sanctions 
and russian cutoffs, as well as 
Europe’s major switch to non-
russian suppliers, are depriv-

ing Europe of russian natural 
gas.

Democratic and repub-
lican lawmakers alike wel-
comed Hochstein’s efforts to 
decouple Europe from russian 
pipelines, and asked for more. 
Climate change and clean en-
ergy are “important challeng-
es,” Democratic Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen of New Hampshire, 
chair of the Europe and re-
gional Security Cooperation 
panel where Hochstein ap-
peared, told the Ap. “But I 
think our No. 1 priority here 
needs to be to defeat putin and 
help ukraine.” The Biden ad-
ministration has struggled to 
ease two problems simultane-
ously: a global energy crunch 
and a rapidly heating Earth.

The shortfalls in oil and gas 

supplies are creating problems 
for European and Asian allies 
that if left unaddressed could 
threaten the united economic 
front against russian presi-
dent Vladimir putin. At home, 
the energy shortfall is contrib-
uting to high gasoline prices, 
inflation and discontent that 
threatens Democrats in No-
vember’s midterm elections 
and Biden’s reelection down 
the road.

But at the same time, sci-
entists, climate advocates and 
the Biden administration itself 
say global governments are 
counting down the time in the 
last few years left to stave off 
the more devastating scenarios 
of climate change.

The rate at which the world 
now burns through oil, natu-

ral gas and coal gives humans 
a 50-50 chance of blasting 
through the hoped-for maxi-
mum average temperatures 
targeted in the paris climate 
accord within five years, the 
World Meteorological organi-
zation said last month.

Some climate advocates 
fear the current energy short-
falls have Biden and other 
world leaders reverting to an 
oil and gas drill-and-build 
outlook they’d sworn off in 
the name of climate change, 
despite Biden’s climate efforts 
elsewhere.

Many were dismayed by 
the joint declaration this week 
from Biden and other lead-
ers in the G-7 club of wealthy 
democracies that it was once 
again oK for governments to 

invest in gas infrastructure as a 
“temporary response.” A dan-
gerous move, and an unnec-
essary one, climate advocates 
said of the G-7′s climate step 
back.

“New funding for fossil fuel 
exploration and production 
infrastructure is delusional,” 
u.N. Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres tweeted after the 
G-7 statement. “Fossil fuels 
are not the answer. renewable 
energy is.” Climate advocates 
are wary of what they see as 
Hochstein’s support of some 
infrastructure projects in Eu-
rope for liquified natural gas.

Friends of the Earth points 
to his oil and gas industry ties. 
Those include his serving as 
a senior vice president for 
Houston-based LNG exporter 
Tellurian and as an advisory 
board member for ukraine’s 
state-owned Naftogaz, before 
resigning in 2020 to protest 
corruption he outlined in a 
newspaper column. In Hoch-
stein’s government position, 
Biden has entrusted him with 
top policy missions, including 
working with oil giant Saudi 
Arabia at a time of frosty rela-
tions.

Hochstein described the 
u.S.-backed LNG buildout in 
Europe as essential to block-
ing russia from wielding pow-
er over Europe’s energy and 
economy.

“unfortunately, we don’t 
have the clean infrastruc-
ture to replace natural gas in 
the short- or medium-term,” 
Hochstein told the Ap. “So that 
is a tough and difficult balance 
to have. But that is what we’re 

committed to.
“And I agree with all those 

who say this only strengthens 
the absolute need to accelerate 
the energy transition” from oil 
and gas, he added.

Energy experts with envi-
ronmental groups say there 
are cleaner ways to break from 
russian gas.

Moving faster to curb gas 
flaring and venting by the en-
ergy industry, and plug natu-
ral gas leaks — both things the 
Biden administration already 
has pledged to work on — 
could get fast results without 
damaging the climate further, 
said Mark Brownstein, a sen-
ior vice president for energy 
at the Environmental Defense 
Fund.

Brownstein pointed to an 
International Energy Agency 
finding that the fossil fuel in-
dustry leaked or otherwise 
wasted more natural gas last 
year than all the gas used 
across Europe’s power sector.

Natural gas is mostly 
methane. Methane from agri-
culture and fossil fuels alone 
drives about a quarter of all 
climate damage.

David Kieve, president 
of the Environmental De-
fense Fund’s advocacy arm, 
said the days have “come and 
gone” from when natural gas 
could be considered a “bridge 
fuel.” He was director of pub-
lic engagement at the White 
House’s Council on Environ-
mental Quality in Biden’s first 
year.

“I think there’s an under-
standing that we need to go 
even much much faster.”

Climate concerns grow as US helps Europe replace Russian gas

US Envoy for Energy Affairs Amos Hochstein
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China’s Baidu races Waymo, GM 
to develop self-driving cars

With no one at the wheel, a 
self-driving taxi developed 
by tech giant Baidu Inc. is 
rolling down a Beijing street 
when its sensors spot the 

corner of a delivery cart jutting into its lane.
The taxi stops a half-car-length away. 

“So sorry,” a recorded voice tells passengers. 
The steering wheel turns on its own as the 
taxi makes its way around the cart. A Baidu 
technician watches from the front passenger 
seat.

Baidu is China’s highest-profile compet-
itor in a multibillion-dollar race with rival 
autonomous vehicle developers including 
Alphabet Inc.‘s Waymo and General Motors 
Co.’s Cruise to turn their futuristic tech into 
a consumer product.

Baidu and a rival, Pony.ai, received Chi-
na’s first licenses in April to operate taxis with 
no one in the driver’s seat but with a safety 
supervisor on board. That came 18 months 
after Waymo started driverless ride-hailing 
service in Phoenix, Arizona, in October 2020.

Founded in 2000 as a search engine op-
erator, Baidu has expanded into artificial in-
telligence, processor chips and other technol-
ogy. It says its autonomous vehicles could, if 
successful, make driving cheaper, easier and 
safer.

“We believe the top goal of autonomous 
driving is to reduce human-caused traffic 
accidents,” said Wei Dong, vice president of 
Baidu’s Intelligent Driving Group.

Autonomous driving is one of an array of 
emerging technologies from artificial intelli-
gence to renewable energy that China com-
panies are pouring billions of dollars into 
trying to create, urged on by the ruling Com-
munist Party.

Beijing wants to join the United States, 
Europe and Japan in the ranks of technol-
ogy powers to build its prosperity and global 
influence. That holds out the possibility of 
new inventions but also fuels tension with 
Washington and its allies, which see China as 
a strategic challenger.

Baidu’s Apollo autonomous driving plat-
form was launched in 2017 and the Apollo Go 
self-driving taxi service three years later.

Taxi service with a driver at the wheel to 
take over in an emergency started in 2020 
and has expanded to Beijing, Shanghai and 
eight other cities. Apollo Go says it provided 
213,000 rides in the final quarter of last year, 
making it the world’s busiest self-driving taxi 
service.

For rides with no driver and a supervisor 
in the passenger seat, Apollo Go started in a 
60-square-kilometer (23-square-kilometer) 
area of Yizhuang, an industrial district on 
Beijing’s southeastern outskirts with wide 
streets and few cyclists or pedestrians.

“It’s very convenient,” said Zhao Hui, 43, 
who uses Baidu taxis in Yizhuang.

“It might feel a little safer” than a hu-
man driver, Zhao said. “Sometime there are 
small objects, maybe some that people don’t 
notice. They can spot them and stop.” Other 
developers include Deeproute.ai and AutoX 
in Shenzhen. Pony.ai, founded in 2016 and 

backed by venture capital, is road-testing au-
tonomous cars and semi-trailer trucks.

Industry plans are “very aggressive to 
deliver the robo-taxi to the consumer,” said 
Owen Chen of S&P Global Mobility.

Automaker Geely, owner of Volvo Car, 
Geely, Lotus and Polestar, has announced 
plans for satellite-linked autonomous ve-
hicles. Network equipment maker Huawei 
Technologies Ltd. is working on self-driving 
mining and industrial vehicles.

The ruling party is promoting automa-
tion to shore up economic growth by making 
its shrinking, aging workforce more produc-
tive. China’s working-age population has fall-
en by 5% since its 2011 peak and is forecast to 
slide further.

“People are very expensive,” said Wei. 
“Once this public service no longer needs 
people, the cost can drop rapidly.” As for 
whether China can lead the global industry, 
“it’s a race at the moment,” said Pete Kelly, 
managing director of the automotive division 
of GlobalData Plc.

“But they could easily do this, because of 
the way decisions are made and deployments 
happen in China,” Kelly said.

McKinsey & Co. in 2019 estimated Chi-
na’s potential market for self-driving taxis, 
buses, trucks and other equipment and soft-
ware in the trillions of dollars.

The earliest products are unlikely to earn 
back their development costs but might be 
“loss leaders” to sell other services, said Kel-
ly.

Baidu says it already is selling naviga-
tion and other technology to automakers. It 
projects total sales of 10 billion yuan ($1.5 
billion) based on agreements made so far, 
chairman Robin Li said in a May 26 confer-
ence call with reporters.

The company says it spent a total of 24.9 
billion yuan ($3.9 billion) on research and 
development last year but doesn’t disclose 
how much of that went into autonomous ve-
hicles. Baidu reported a profit of 10.2 billion 
yuan ($1.7 billion) last year on 124.5 billion 
yuan ($19.5 billion) in revenue.

Baidu and its most advanced rivals have 
reached the industry’s Level 4 out of five 
possible levels of technology. That means 
their systems can operate without a driver 
but must be pre-loaded with a detailed map. 
That limits the area where they can operate.

Lower levels of technology range from 
cruise control, a feature available for dec-
ades, up to Level 3, which allows hands-free 
highway driving. Self-driving robot carts 
already are widely used in factories, ware-
houses and other tightly controlled settings.

Once self-driving taxis are on the road, 
operators must gather information about 
pedestrians and local conditions based on 
daily driving, a time-intensive process that 
will slow the technology’s rollout.

For a maneuver such as a U-turn, the 
Apollo system tracks as many as 200 vehi-
cles, pedestrians and other potential obsta-
cles as much as 100 meters (110 yards) away, 
according to Baidu.

Wei said Baidu would be happy to have 
foreign partners adapt its technology to their 
markets but has no export plans yet while it 
focuses on Chinese cities.

Intersections still are a challenge, Wei 
said. Pedestrians in China are used to drivers 
gradually making their way through crowds 
in a crosswalk while turning on a green light, 
but a robot car can’t do that.

“Our car always will yield to people and 
might wind up not getting through the light,” 

Wei said.
Baidu has launched its own self-driving 

car brand, JIDU, which unveiled a concept 
car this month. Li said the company will 
target the market for family vehicles priced 
above 200,000 yuan ($30,000).

The company also has deals with three 
Chinese electric vehicle brands to produce 
cars with computers, radar and light-based 
sensors built in instead of bolted onto the 
roof. Baidu says it aims for a sticker price of 
480,000 yuan ($72,000) for its latest gen-
eration of taxis.

To encourage others to use Apollo, Baidu 
has made the platform open-source and says 
it has signed up 210 industry partners and 
80,000 developers who might create prod-
ucts based on it.

Apollo Go says it plans to expand self-
driving taxi service to 65 cities by 2025 and 
100 by 2030.

Compared with a human driver, “the dif-
ference isn’t big,” said Zhang Zhihua, 29, an 
interior designer who uses driverless Baidu 
taxis in Yizhuang. “If you aren’t looking at 
the front and if you are playing on your mo-
bile phone, then it feels exactly the same.”

A technician monitors the self-driving taxi developed by tech giant Baidu Inc. on June 14, 2022, in Beijing.

Agencies

OFFICE worker Park Mi-won 
had never bought her lunch 
from a convenience store, 
until her favorite lunch buffet 
recently raised prices by more 
than 10% to 9,000 won ($7) 
as South Korean inflation 
soared to a 14-year high.

“After the price rise, I 
went to convenience stores 
instead, where I thought the 
prices were reasonable while 
food also tasted good,” the 
62-year-old said. “So now I 
go there two to three times 
a week.” Global food prices 
surged 23% last month from 
a year before, according to 
an agricultural arm of the 
United Nations. The war in 
Ukraine has impacted sup-
plies of grains from there 
and Russia, and caused en-
ergy and fertiliser prices to 
soar.

Offering cheap instant 
noodles, sandwiches and 
“gimbap” (rice rolls) for un-
der $5, convenience stores 
are gaining in popularity as 
salaried workers like Park 
seek ways to cut costs.

South Korean conveni-
ence shop chain GS25 post-
ed more than 30% increases 
in sales of instant meals in 
January-May versus a year 
ago.

Seeing increasing de-
mand, GS25 has also 
launched a new meal sub-
scription service for office 
workers, which comes with 
price discounts and deliveries 
directly to offices.

Peers including CU and 
7-Eleven have seen simi-
lar surges in demand, while 
Emart24 saw a 50% jump 
in lunch-box sales in areas 
with a large number of office 
blocks.

Those gains came as the 
prices of restaurant dishes in 
South Korea rose 7.4% last 
month compared with a year 
earlier, the fastest pace in 24 
years.

Dubbed “lunch-flation”, 
the price of beloved dishes 
such as “galbitang” (beef stew 
with rice) jumped 12.2% and 
“nengmyun” (cold noodles) 
rose 8.1%, according to gov-
ernment statistics.

While convenience store 

lunches have not been im-
mune from rising costs, their 
much lower overall prices 
have helped them gain in 
popularity.

Around the capital Seoul, 
average nengmyun prices re-

cently broke above 10,000 
won, according to Korea Con-
sumer Agency data, whereas 
instant ramen noodles are 
still available at slightly above 
1,000 won at convenience 
stores.

The Bank of Korea esti-
mates each 1% price rise in 
imported agricultural prod-
ucts will push up processed 
food prices by 0.36% in the 
next year and restaurant 
prices by 0.14% in next three 

years.
Some operators say din-

ers should expect bigger price 
hikes.

“As a matter of fact, I 
need to raise the price even 
higher,” said Lee Sang-jae, 
who runs a galbitang restau-
rant in Seoul’s central district 
and has already raised prices 
twice this year, to 12,000 won 
from 10,000.

“Instead, I am giving up 
some of my profit margin, as 
I also have to consider office 
workers’ light wallets these 
days.” In a survey by a human 
resources firm Incruit last 
month, 96% of 1,004 office 
workers said they now found 
lunch prices burdensome. 
Among those, almost half 
were looking for ways to cut 
lunch spending.

But in South Korea, 
lunchtime has been regarded 
sacred among office workers, 
who often mingle with friends 
and colleagues for longer 
than the allotted hour at busy 
diners.

“It is much cheaper than 
going to a restaurant, but the 
downside is we cannot have 

lunch altogether here,” said 
Ku Dong-hyun, 28, chomping 
on gimbap and ramen noodle 
from a GS25 for his Friday 
lunch.

While many small res-
taurants are still benefiting 
from a bounce-back in even-
ing dining after months of 
COVID-induced social dis-
tancing rules, economists 
warn prolonged pressure on 
consumer prices will weigh 
on consumption.

“Real purchasing power 
is shrinking amid fierce in-
flation pressures, but peo-
ple don’t want to cut down 
evening gatherings they just 
started, while on lunches they 
can,” said Lee Seung-hoon, 
chief economist at Meritz Se-
curities.

“As high-marching con-
sumer prices last longer and 
longer, it will start to weigh 
on private consumption, and 
when it does, together with 
worsening external condi-
tions for exports, it will raise 
questions about the central 
bank’s aggressive monetary 
tightening that we are seeing 
now.”

S Korean office workers hit convenience stores as ‘lunch-flation’ bites

An office worker eats his lunch at a convenience store in Seoul, South Korea, June 24, 2022.

Baidu, China’s highest-profile competitor, is in a multibillion-dollar race with Alphabet Inc.’s Waymo and General Motors Co.’s Cruise to create self-driving cars
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THE southern Iraqi city of 
Basra is set to host the 25th 
Gulf Cup in 2023, the Arab 
Gulf Cup Football Federa-
tion (AGCFF) announced  
on Thursday, marking the  
first time the country has 
hosted the competition in 
over 40 years.

The Executive Office, dur-
ing the meeting chaired by HE 
President of the AGCFF Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Thani, discussed many top-
ics on the agenda foremost of 

which was the report of the In-
spection Committee following 
its recent visit to Basra which 
will hold the competitions of 
the 25th Gulf Cup.

HE President of the AGCFF 
praised the preparations of the 
city of Basra to host the event. 
His Excellency said the event 
will bring together the peo-
ple of the Gulf and Iraqis who 
have been waiting to host the 
event on their soil for a long 
time. HE also expressed his 
full confidence in the ability of 
the Iraqi football association 
in general and the city of Basra 
in particular to present the re-

gions most prominent football 
event in the best manner.

The Secretary-General of 
the AGCFF, Jassim Sultan Al 
Rumaihi, gave a detailed ex-
planation of Basras prepara-
tions to host the tournament. 
He also unveiled detailed re-
ports on the developments 
and progress of work in stadi-
ums and hotels in the city.

Basra had been selected to 
host three previous editions 
since 2010 of the Gulf Cup but 
the venue was changed each 
time due to concerns. 

Iraq’s Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al Kadhimi, and Pres-

ident Barham Salih both sent 
out congratulatory tweets fol-

lowing the decision from the 
AGCFF to approve Basra’s bid 

to host 25th Gulf Cup.
“We promise our peo-

ple and our brothers in the 
Gulf that this football festival 
will be worthy of the name of 
Iraq, and match international 
standards,” said Kadhimi.

The tournament is set to 
take place from January 6 to 
January 19, 2023. It was ini-
tially set to take place in De-
cember 2022, but was post-
poned as it was believed to 
be scheduled too close to the 
World Cup in Qatar which 
takes place in November later 
this year.

The only time Iraq hosted 

the Gulf Cup was in 1979 when 
they also emerged victorious. 
The country shares the hon-
our of being the second most-
decorated Gulf Cup champion 
of all time, a position it shares 
with Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
having won the tournament 
three times, despite compet-
ing in only 14 editions of the 
cup. Kuwait leads the ranking, 
having won 10 times. 

Arabian Gulf Cup is a foot-
ball competition held once 
every two years. The first edi-
tion of the Gulf cup was held 
in Bahrain 1970 while the last 
edition was held in Qatar 2019.

Iraq’s Basra named as host city for 25th Gulf Cup championship in 2023
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Bumrah 
named  
India captain 
on eve of  
Test against  
England
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IT is exactly 20 years since Cafu cap-
tained Brazil to FIFA World Cup 
glory. On 30 June 2002, the leg-
endary right-back lifted the famous 
trophy at Yokohama Stadium in 

Japan after the Selecao beat Germany 2-0 
thanks to a double from Ronaldo. 

It was a record third appearance in the 
FIFA World Cup final for Cafu – after Bra-
zil’s victory over Italy in 1994 and defeat 
to France four years later. Cafu remains 
the only man to play in three finals.

To mark the 20th anniversary of Bra-
zil’s victory, we sat down with Cafu to 
discuss his legendary career and look for-
ward to this year’s tournament in Qatar, 
which will be held from 21 November to 
18 December.

Excerpts
It is 20 years since you lifted the trophy 
in Japan. Looking back, how do you feel 
about that moment?
I feel very proud and very happy to have 
represented Brazil and had the opportunity 
to lift the World Cup. The memories will stay 
with me for the rest of my life. I feel very 
happy to have participated in this historic 
moment. 

When you were growing up, did you ever 
imagine you would win the World Cup?
Of course, every player has a dream – firstly 
to become a professional and then to play 
in a great team and take part in the World 
Cup. When you play in the World Cup, the 
dream is to become a world champion. 
I had a dream and it became reality. I’m 
very proud of what we achieved. 

You won the World Cup in 1994 and 2002. 
How do the two victories compare?
They are both extremely important. Win-

ning the World Cup at the age of 24 was a 
dream in 1994. In 2002, we won the trophy 
for the fifth time and I was the captain – so 
for me personally, the weight of 2002 is 
greater. 

You lost the World Cup final to France in 
1998. Did this help motivate you in 2002?
Look, it’s part of football, you either win or 
lose in our profession. People say we lost 
the final in ’98 but I say we reached the 
final – that’s not easy. Of course, four years 
later, we only wanted to win it. 

What are your thoughts when you look 
back on the 2002 final against Germany?
Before the game, all I could think about 
was winning the World Cup final. We were 
in a position to achieve our goal. The 
main memory I have from the 
game is lifting the trophy, 
winning the cup for Brazil 
and celebrating an-
other World Cup title. 
These are some of 
the best memo-
ries from my 
career. 

As captain, do you remember what you 
told the players before the game?
I clearly remember what I said before the 
game: ‘Don’t do anything different from 
what you’ve done so far to reach the World 
Cup final – be the best at what you already 
do’.

What were your feelings at the final whis-
tle?
It was a feeling of accomplishment, a 
feeling of joy, of happiness. No words can 
describe that moment.

What are your thoughts on the current 
Brazil team, who will head to Qatar aiming 
to win a record sixth title?
I think it’s a very good team. They have 
a good mix of youth and experience. The 

squad has many players that are the 
main players at their clubs, 

who have already made 
history with the 

national team and 
are achieving great 
things at club 
level. Brazil is in 
a good position 
for the World 
Cup in Qatar – 
the players are 
motivated, and I 
really hope they 
meet our ex-
pectations and 
have a great 
tournament. 

Players like 
Vinicius 

Júnior and Rodrygo have shown good form 
at Real Madrid – do you think they will 
have a big impact in Qatar?
Vinicius Júnior and Rodrygo have been 
outstanding at Real Madrid. We still have 
five months to go until the World Cup and 
many things can happen. However, if these 
players and others arrive in the same shape 
they are currently, Brazil has a good chance 
of winning the World Cup. Vinicius Júnior 
and Rodrygo have the chance to make his-
tory. 

What can fans expect when they reach 
Qatar for the  
World Cup?
Firstly, I think all football fans should travel 
to Qatar because this is where you will get 
a chance to attend the FIFA World Cup, the 
greatest show on Earth. It will also be the 
first World Cup in the Middle East, so it is 
an opportunity to be part of something that 
will be a first in the history of the game. I 
know from my own experience that everyone 
will be welcome in Qatar and the country 
is excited to open its arms to fans from all 
over the world. 
It is going to be a wonderful tournament 
and an incredible opportunity to explore 
what for many will be a new part of the 
world. You will have the opportunity to see 
the best players in the world compete in 
amazing stadiums designed to deliver the 
best possible experience for us, the fans. 
At this stage, every fan can have the dream 
of their country winning the World Cup, and 
if it happens, being in the stadium as they 
lift the trophy celebrating with friends and 
family will be a lifelong memory.
(SC)

QATAR 2022 AMBASSADOR LOOKS FORWARD TO THE FIRST 
TOURNAMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ARAB WORLD

Brazilian legend Cafu marks the 20th  
anniversary of FIFA World Cup triumph

On 30 June 2002, the legendary right-back lifted the famous trophy at the Yokohama Stadium in Japan after the Selecao beat Germany 2-0 in 
the final thanks to a grand double from Ronaldo. 

Captain Cafu fights for the ball during the 2002 FIFA World Cup final against Germany, on June 
30, 2022, at the Yokohama Stadium in Japan.

Brazil’s FIFA World Cup victory in 2002 was a record third 
appearance in a FIFA World Cup final for Cafu – after 

Brazil’s victory over Italy in 1994 and defeat to France 
four years later. Cafu remains the only man to have 

played in three finals.

A file photo of Basra International Stadium in Iraq. (AFP)



In career twilight, Isner pulls out a thrilling win over Murray
TCA/DPA
WIMBLEDON

AS another, younger Ameri-
can man fell by the wayside, 
37-year-old John Isner re-
mained standing in the Brit-
ish twilight, all 6 feet 10 inches 
of him, his hopes still alive at 
tennis’ most prestigious tour-
nament.

The crowd was cheering his 
every mistake, as well as every 
winning shot by his opponent, 
hometown hero Andy Murray. 
But at last, on the strength of 
a monster serve that earned 
him 36 aces and helped give 
him three match points, Isner 
became the second American 
man Wednesday to advance to 
the third round at Wimbledon.

As one of the oldest players 
on tour, Isner understood the 
significance of a win against a 
two-time champion whom he 
acknowledged, in an interview 
afterwards on Centre Court, as 
the more successful, more all-
around player.

“The age I’m at now, I need 
to relish these moments. This 

was one of the biggest wins of 
my career, just given the at-
mosphere, [which] was fantas-
tic,” said Isner, who triumphed 
6-4, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (3), 6-4. 

“To play as well as I did 
against one of our greatest 
players ever, Andy Murray, 
was a huge accomplishment 
for me.” Not long before, 
US player Reilly Opelka, 
seeded higher than Isner, was 
defeated by Dutch player Tim 
van Rijthoven, denting what 
had been the most successful 
starting run by American men 
at Wimbledon in 27 years. Of 
the 16 who entered in the main 
draw, 13 had won their open-
ing matches and progressed to 
the second round.

Four went a step further 
Wednesday: Isner; Steve 
Johnson, who at 32 also beat 
a British player; Tommy Paul, 
25; and Frances Tiafoe, 24.

Opelka and Christian Har-
rison lost. The highest-seeded 
American man, Taylor Fritz, 
who is seeded 11th, plays his 
second-round match Thurs-
day - against another Brit.

Scottish-born Murray, 35, 
is trying to come back from 
a series of injuries - includ-
ing two surgeries on his hip - 
that have sidelined the former 

world No. 1 and pushed him 
to No. 52 in the rankings. The 
last time he added to his col-
lection of titles was in 2019 at 
an event in Antwerp, Belgium.

He had never lost to Isner 
in eight previous encounters, 
the last of which was 5 1/2 
years ago. Wednesday’s match 
was their first on grass and 

their first at Wimbledon, the 
place that turned Murray into 
a national icon when he won 
his first title in 2013, which 
ended a 77-year drought for 
British men at their home 
Grand Slam tournament.

But Isner knows some-
thing about Wimbledon re-
cords himself. He has played 
the two longest matches ever 
recorded here: a 6-hour, 
36-minute marathon in the 
2018 semifinals, which he 
lost, and a colossal 11-hour, 
5-minute victory in 2010 that 
stretched over three days and 
that is commemorated by a 
plaque on the grounds of the 
All England Club.

His effort against Murray 
lasted 3 hours and 23 minutes.

“That’s really all it came 
down to,” Isner said after serv-
ing out the final game at love, 
which included back-to-back 
aces. “I guess I didn’t give him 
many opportunities to spin his 
web and get me tangled up in 
it. ... I had an incredible serv-
ing day and I needed every sin-
gle bit of it to beat him.” In his 

opening-round match Mon-
day, Isner notched 54 aces. 
Throughout Wednesday’s 
match, his deliveries were 
regularly clocked at more than 
130 mph, whizzing cannon-
balls that Murray had trouble 
reading, let alone returning.

He gained himself only 
two chances to break Isner’s 
serve and failed both times. 
Only two other players, Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal, 
have managed to go without 
being broken once by Murray 
in a Grand Slam match.

“He served very close to 
the lines in important mo-
ments,” Murray said of Is-
ner. “When he does that, [it] 
doesn’t always matter what 
you’re trying to do. Not easy.” 

A comeback seemed pos-
sible after Murray took the 
third set, the roar of the parti-
san crowd audible throughout 
the grounds. But after he was 
broken in the fifth game of the 
following set, the prospects of 
one more Wimbledon champi-
onship receded into the gath-
ering dusk.

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

RAFAEL Nadal fended off a 
second early test of his Wim-
bledon mettle as he took four 
sets to see off Ricardas Be-
rankis on Thursday.

Just as in his opener 
against Francisco Cerundolo, 
Nadal dropped the third set of 
this match, but he regrouped, 
as he had two days earlier, to 
finish it in four.

A 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 victory 
for the 36-year-old will do the 
job for round two, but it was 
laboured at times on Centre 
Court from Nadal, a day after 
title favourite Novak Djoko-
vic delivered a masterclass 
against Thanasi Kokkinakis.

Australian Open and 
French Open champion Nadal 
sealed it with an ace, his 16th 
consecutive win in a grand 
slam match, and the lack of 
polish at this early stage can 
be forgiven, given his lack of 
preparation on grass as he 
underwent treatment on his 
troublesome foot.

World number 106 Be-
rankis forced breaks to lead 
early in the second and third 
sets, and although the Lithu-
anian was pegged back quickly 
enough by Nadal on the first 
occasion, he held his nerve to 
take the third set.

A rain delay came when Na-
dal was 3-0 clear in the fourth 
set, and that was only an incon-
venience, Nadal wasting little 
time in finishing the job.

With Matteo Berrettini 
and Roberto Bautista Agut 
both pulling out of Nadal’s half 
of the draw due to Covid-19, 
and Denis Shapovalov losing 
on Thursday to Brandon Na-
kashima after reaching the 

semi-finals last year, it is hard 
to see who might deny the 

Spanish two-time champion a 
place in the final, unless Nick 

Kyrgios or Stefanos Tsitsipas 
fancy the task. Italian Lor-

enzo Sonego will be the next 
to try.

Nadal survives Berankis battle to 
continue Wimbledon campaign

QATAR’S ABDULLA AL TAMIMI WINS 
WEST ASIAN SQUASH GOLD 

US player John Isner reacts as he plays against Britain’s Andy Murray during their men’s singles tennis 
match on the third day of Wimbledon in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s Abdulla Al Tamimi won the singles gold at the 4th West Asian 
Squash Tournament played at the Enghelab Club in Tehran on Thursday. 
This is the second successive time that Al Tamimi has won the title. (TNN)

Qatar’s senior volleyball team will hold a three-week training program 
in Slovenia from 3rd to 23rd of July to build up a better squad for 
upcoming competitions. Most notably, team Qatar will participate 
in FIVB Volleyball Men’s Challenger Cup from 24th to 31st of July in 
South Korea. Team Qatar will also compete in Islamic Solidary Games 
in Turkey, Arab Championship and FIVB World Championship in Po-
land and Slovenia. (TNN)

QATAR VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
TO TRAIN IN SLOVENIA 

The Qatar Olympic Academy (QOA) held the Olympic Values Workshop 
on Tuesday. The workshop featured the participation of 70 trainees from 
Qatar and abroad. In the first lecture, the International Olympic Acad-
emy Dean Konstantinos Georgiadis focused lights on the beginning of 
Olympic movement, Olympic Values and composition of the Olympics. 
For his part, the Volunteer Strategy Manager at Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy Nasser Al Mogaiseeb highlighted the culture of 
volunteering, and its importance to the individual, society, and national 
and international institutions. The 2022 calendar of the Qatar Olympic 
Academy includes four sessions on the Olympic Culture. (TNN)

QOA HOLDS OLYMPIC  
VALUES WORKSHOP 

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Lithuania’s Ricardas Berankis during their men’s singles match on the fourth day of the 2022 Wimble-
don Championships at The All England Club in London on Tursday. Nadal won 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. (AFP)

Men’s Singles
Christian Garín (CHI) bt Hugo Grenier (FRA) 6-3, 6-1, 6-1
Liam Broady (GBR) bt Diego Schwartzman (ARG x12) 6-2, 4-6, 0-6, 7-6 
(8/6), 6-1
Brandon Nakashima (USA) bt Denis Shapovalov (CAN x13) 6-2, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(8/6)
Daniel Galan (COL) bt Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP x17) - walkover
Nick Kyrgios (AUS) bt Filip Krajinovic (SRB x26) 6-2, 6-3, 6-1
Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE x4) bt Jordan Thompson (AUS) 6-2, 6-3, 7-5
Alex Molcan (SVK) bt Marcos Giron (USA) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4
Taylor Fritz (USA x11) bt Alastair Gray (GBR) 6-3, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3

Richard Gasquet (FRA) bt Mackenzie McDonald (USA) 6-3, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3
Botic van de Zandschulp (NED x21) bt Emil Ruusuvuori (FIN) 3-6, 6-1, 6-4, 
6-4
Lorenzo Sonego (ITA x27) bt Hugo Gaston (FRA) 7-6 (7/4), 6-4, 6-4

Women’s Singles
Iga Swiatek (POL x1) bt Lesley Pattinama Kerkhove (NED) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3
Alize Cornet (FRA) bt Claire Liu (USA) 6-3, 6-3
Ajla Tomljanovic (AUS) bt Catherine Harrison (USA) 6-2, 6-2
Barbora Krejcikova (CZE x13) bt Viktorija Golubic (SUI) 6-3, 6-4
Zheng Qinwen (CHN) bt Greet Minnen (BEL) 6-4, 6-1

Elena Rybakina (KAZ x17) bt Bianca Andreescu (CAN) 6-4, 7-6 (7/5)
Petra Martic (CRO) bt Kristina Kucova (SVK) 7-6 (7/4), 6-3
Jessica Pegula (USA x8) bt Harriet Dart (GBR) 4-6, 6-3, 6-1
Paula Badosa (ESP x4) bt Irina Bara (ROM) 6-3, 6-2
Petra Kvitova (CZE x25) bt Ana Bogdan (ROM) 6-1, 7-6 (7/5)
Magdalena Frech (POL) bt Anna Karolína Schmiedlova (SVK) 6-4, 6-4
Amanda Anisimova (USA x20) bt Lauren Davis (USA) 2-6, 6-3, 6-4
Harmony Tan (FRA) bt Sara Sorribes Tormo (ESP x32) 6-3, 6-4
Katie Boulter (GBR) bt Karolína Pliskova (CZE x6) 3-6, 7-6 (7/4), 6-4
Elise Mertens (BEL x24) bt Panna Udvardy (HUN) 3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 7-5
Heather Watson (GBR) bt Wang Qiang (CHN) 7-5, 6-4.

Results (Round 2)

Swiatek tides over Dutch scare to reach 3rd round
LONDON 

STATS PERFORM/DPA

POLAND’S Iga Swiatek was 
made to work hard for her 
place in the third round 
at Wimbledon after being tak-
en to three sets by Lesley Patti-
nama Kerkhove in Thursday’s 
entertaining encounter.

The top seed had won her 
previous 36 matches, drop-
ping just six sets in the pro-
cess, but she was taken the 
distance by world number 138 
Kerkhove on Court No 1.

Swiatek ultimately proved 
too strong and prevailed 6-4, 
4-6, 6-3 in a little over two 
hours to set up a meeting with 
Alize Cornet, although she was 
broken three times in total.

In just the third meeting 
between a lucky loser and top-
seeded female in an Open Era 
grand slam, Kerkhove gave 
Swiatek plenty to think about 

throughout.
The Dutchwoman broke 

her opponent’s serve in the 
third and fifth games of the 
opener, either side of failing 
to herself hold, but Swiatek 
then temporarily found some 
rhythm.

She broke Kerkhove in the 
eighth game and again in the 
10th to take the set, although 
the world’s top-ranked player 
once again allowed errors to 
creep in.

Despite double-faulting 
eight times across the first 
two sets, Kerkhove levelled up 
the match by earning the only 
break of the second set in the 
seventh game.

That paved the way for a 
decider, which saw both play-
ers hold in two lengthy open-
ing games, but Swiatek visibly 
started to grow in confidence 
and broke Kerkhove in the 
fourth.

Kerkhove produced an im-
pressive backhand winner en 
route to taking the third set to 
a ninth game, yet Swiatek was 
still serving for the win and 
made no mistake in doing so.

Swiatek was expected to 
come through this second-
round clash with ease, but 
that proved far from the case 

as Kerkhove became the low-
est-ranked player to win a set 
against the number one fe-
male in the world since Carla 
Suarez Navarro - also ranked 
138 - against Ash Barty at 
Wimbledon last year.

The reigning French Open 
winner dug deep to claim a 
37th win in a row, however, 

and she remains on course to 
become the first female since 
Angelique Kerber in 2016 to 
win two grand slam titles in 
the same season.

Pliskova shocked by  
Britain’s Boulter
Britain’s Katie Boulter pro-
duced the biggest win of her 
career by upsetting last year’s 
Wimbledon runner-up Karo-
lina Pliskova on Centre Court 
to reach the third round of a 
Grand Slam for the first time.

The British number three 
went into Thursday’s match 
full of confidence after a fine 
run of tournaments on the 
grass, including victory over 
Pliskova in Eastbourne last 
week. And, after defeats for 
Emma Raducanu and Andy 
Murray on Wednesday, 
Boulter thrilled the home 
crowd by coming from a set 
down to win 3-6 7-6 (7-4), 6-4.

Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates beating Netherlands’ Lesley Patti-
nama Kerkhove during their women’s singles match on the fourth day 
of Wimbledon Championships in London on Thursday. (AFP)

LONDON: Joelinton has urged Newcastle United coach Eddie Howe to 
get on the phone to Neymar and sign the Paris Saint-Germain super-
star. With Kylian Mbappe now the main man at PSG, having renewed 
his contract in France, Neymar has been linked with a move away from 
the club. And Newcastle, with the world’s richest football club owners 
in Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund, are in theory one of very few 
potential suitors who could afford the sport’s most expensive player. 
The Magpies already have two Brazilians, too, in Joelinton and 
Bruno Guimaraes. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Joelinton invites ‘idol’ Neymar to join Newcastle
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ICC
GALLE

FIFITES from Usman Khawa-
ja and Cameron Green helped 
Australia take a lead of over 
100 on a day that was reduced 
to two sessions due to rain in 
Galle.

The first session of play 
was washed out due to rain. 
The extremely windy condi-
tions in Galle further delayed 
proceedings as the players 
spend the first session of play 
on day two in the dressing 
room.

It wasn’t until 1:45 PM lo-
cal time that play was possible. 
Despite the pitch staying cov-
ered for most parts, there was 
huge spin on offer from the 
get-go. Travis Head’s decision 
to play against the spin back-
fired as Dhananjaya de Silva 
completed a brilliant return 
catch to dismiss the southpaw.

Usman Khawaja’s dream 
run with the bat continued as 
he notched up yet another fif-
ty. The spin and bounce on the 
surface continued to trouble 
the batters but Khawaja and 
Cameron Green found a way 
to keep the scoreboard ticking 
with occasional boundaries. 

Khawaja looked set for a 
big score before he became 
Jeffrey Vandersay’s first Test 
wicket. Once again, Sri Lanka 
showed great catching – this 
time Pathum Nissanka com-
pleted a great catch close in at 
short leg.

With the pitch doing all 
sorts of things, Alex Carey 
came out and decided to fight 
fire with fire. The wicketkeep-

er-batter took the attack to the 
bowlers and quickly knocked 
off the deficit to put Australia 
in the lead.

Green and Carey took Aus-
tralia safely to tea with a lead 

of 21 runs.
Coming out to bat in the 

final session in the 40s, only 
one of them managed to score 
a half-century. Green hit a 
four to get to his milestone in 

style but Carey failed to do so 
as he was out to yet another 
stunning catch, this time from 
Dinesh Chandimal while run-
ning backwards. 

Green and Mitchell Starc 
added 37 crucial runs for the 
seventh wicket before both of 
them were back in the hut in 
the space of four balls. 

Skipper Pat Cummins 
came out and landed some 
lusty blows including one 
maximum that went outside 
the stadium and onto the 
roads! However, that six was 
the last bit of action on day two 
as bad light forced umpires to 
call stumps early.

Khawaja, Green put Australia in 
command on rain-truncated day

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

INDIA have named Jasprit 
Bumrah as their captain for the 
rescheduled fifth Test against 
England in Edgbaston after 
Rohit Sharma was ruled out.

Bumrah will lead India in 
Edgbaston in what will be the 
first time he will lead the na-
tional side in any format. He is 
also set to make history as the 
first pacer to captain India in 
Tests since the legendary Kapil 
Dev in 1987. Rishabh Pant has 
been named vice-captain.

Addressing the pre-match 
press conference, Bumrah 
said on being named the cap-
tain, “It is a big achievement, 
big honour. It was my dream 
to play Test cricket. It is a big 
achievement that I have gotten 
the honour to lead the country. 
It is the biggest achievement of 
my career. I am very happy.”

Rohit tested positive for 

Covid-19 last week during the 
warm-up game against Leices-
tershire. Though he played the 
first innings, he was forced 
into isolation after testing 
positive and did not take part 
in the second innings.

“Mr Rohit Sharma, Cap-
tain, Indian Cricket Team is 
ruled out of the rescheduled 
fifth Test against England 
to be played from Friday,” a 
BCCI release said. “Rohit un-
derwent a RAT Test on Thurs-
day morning and returned a 
positive result for COVID-19.

“The All-India Senior Se-
lection Committee has named 
Mr Jasprit Bumrah as captain 
for the upcoming Test and Mr 
Rishabh Pant as his deputy.”

Rohit’s absence will be a 
massive blow for India. Apart 
from being the captain, Rohit 
had shown tremendous form 
during the first part of the 
series last year, scoring 368 
runs, including a century in 

the fourth Test.
India have announced 

Mayank Agarwal as cover for 
Rohit. Given there is no quar-
antine for international trav-
ellers, Agarwal has already 
travelled to England and has 
linked up with the Test squad. 

Having only made his 
Test debut in 2018, Bumrah 
has quickly become one of 
the most important players in 
India’s red-ball sides. He has 
played just 29 Tests, but is 
already the leader of the pace 
attack, and occupies the No.3 

position in the MRF Tyres ICC 
Test Bowler’s rankings.

He was the vice-captain in 
the ODI leg of India’s tour of 
South Africa, with KL Rahul 
captaining in Rohit’s absence. 
He was also the deputy to Ro-
hit during the Test and T20I 
series against Sri Lanka. 

Should India win or draw 
in Birmingham, they would 
secure their first Test se-
ries victory in England since 
2007. There are also crucial 
ICC World Test Champion-
ship points at stake, with India 
currently sitting at No.3 in the 
standings. However, England 
have looked a much-improved 
side under the leadership of 
the new captain-coach duo of 
Ben Stokes and Brendon Mc-
Cullum, as evidenced by their 
3-0 victory over reigning ICC 
World Test Championship 
holders New Zealand. 

The Test will begin in Edg-
baston on 1 July.

Bumrah named India captain for England Test after Rohit tests positive

Jasprit Bumrah is set to make history as the first pacer to captain India in Tests since the legendary Kapil 
Dev in 1987. Rishabh Pant has been named vice-captain.

ANI
LONDON

ENGLAND men have named 
their playing XI for the re-
scheduled fifth Test against 
India starting at Edgbaston on 
Friday.

The Three Lions make one 
change to the side that won 
the third Test against New 
Zealand at Headingley, with 
James Anderson returning 
to the side in place of Jamie 
Overton, despite Overton’s vi-
tal 97 on Test debut at Head-
ingley last week. Ben Foakes 
has been ruled out after fail-
ing to recover in time from the 
COVID diagnosis that caused 
him to miss the second half 
of England’s seven-wicket vic-

tory.
India are on the brink of 

securing their first Test series 
victory in England since 2007. 
However, they face an England 
side riding high on momen-
tum under the new leadership 
of coach Brendon McCullum 
and captain Ben Stokes.

They swept New Zealand 
- the reigning ICC World Test 
Championship winners - 3-0 
at home while India will only 
have played one warm-up 
match against Leicestershire 
heading into the Test.

England have adopted a 
high-risk, high-reward strat-
egy under McCullum and 
Stokes, a move that helped 
them secure convincing victo-
ries against New Zealand.

Sam Billings, who was 
called up as England’s first of-
ficial Covid substitute, retains 
his place for his third Test cap.
England Men’s Team v India: 
Alex Lees, Zak Crawley, Ollie 
Pope, Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow, 
Ben Stokes (c), Sam Billings 
(w), Matthew Potts, Stuart 
Broad, Jack Leach, and James 
Anderson.
India’s Test squad vs England: 
Rohit Sharma (Captain), Shub-
man Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas 
Iyer, Hanuma Vihari, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Rishabh Pant (wk), KS 
Bharat (wk), Ravindra Jadeja, 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Shardul 
Thakur, Mohd Shami, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohd Siraj, Umesh 
Yadav, Prasidh Krishna, and 
Mayank Agarwal.

Anderson returns as England name team

ANI
LONDON

ENGLAND and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) announced on 
Thursday that batter Jos But-
tler has been appointed as 
the captain of England Men’s 
team across both white-ball 
formats.

He succeeds Eoin Morgan, 
who retired from international 
cricket earlier this week. The 
ECB Interim Chair, Martin 
Darlow, and Interim Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer, Clare Connor, 
approved the appointment on 
Wednesday evening following 
the recommendation by the 
Managing Director of England 
Men’s Cricket, Rob Key. But-
tler has been part of England’s 
white-ball teams for over a 
decade. 

He played his first T2OI 
game in 2011 and made his 
ODI debut a year later. The 
wicketkeeper/ batsman has 
been an integral part of the 
set-up, having been vice-cap-

tain since 2015 and has led the 
team 14 times previously (Nine 
ODIs and five T20Is). He has 
represented England 151 times 
in ODIs scoring 4,120 runs at 
an average of 41.20, including 
10 hundreds.

In T20 internationals, he 
has won 88 caps scoring 2,140 
runs with an average of 34.51.

He is one of three England 
cricketers (others being Dawid 
Malan and Heather Knight) 
to have scored hundreds in all 
three formats of the game.

Buttler appointed England skipper for ODI, T20Is

FORMULA ONE
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It was my dream to play Test 
cricket. It is a big 
achievement that I have 
gotten the honour to lead 
the country. It is the biggest 
achievement of my career. I 
am very happy.

Family overjoyed as 
Jasprit named skipper

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

AFTER Jasprit Bumrah was 
named India’s captain for the 
England Test on Friday, he 
found himself receiving “tips 
and tricks” on captaincy from 
his “very excited” mother.

Sanjana Ganesan, Bum-
rah’s wife, revealed that the 
pacer was excited and proud 
after being named captain, but 
not to the same degree as his 
mother Daljit. 

“She’s very excited,” Gane-
san said. “She’s always liked 
to see him do well, because he 
loves the sport and she’s liter-
ally seen the entire journey 
he’s gone through to get to 
where he is. She was ecstatic 
when she found out.

“She had tons of tips and 
tricks, even though she’s never 
played cricket herself! Like 
a mother does, she told him, 
‘This should be how you think, 
and this should be what you do.

“It was very nice to see, 
and she was very happy and 
proud of him.”

Bumrah was named captain 
after Rohit Sharma was tested 
Covid positive on eve of the 
England Test. The confirma-
tion took a long time coming. 

“He hasn’t had it all in one 
impact, because it [the confir-
mation of the news] has been 
pretty trickled,” she said. 

“In the sense that we had 
to wait for a result from Rohit 

[Sharma] to find out whether 
or not Jasprit will be leading 
the side. 

“So it was a lot of wait-
and-watch, because there 
were (COVID-19) tests in the 
morning and evening, and 
they wanted to be entirely sure 
they were doing everything 
they could to give Rohit a fair 
chance to come back and play 
this Test.

“[Bumrah] got a lot of time 
to absorb and understand that 
this was really happening. 
He’s proud and definitely very 
happy about it. I don’t know 
if there is a little bit of nerves, 
but he’s had enough time to 
absorb it all.” 

Mahela Jayawardena, the 
ICC Hall of Famer and Bum-
rah’s coach at IPL side Mum-

bai Indians, said the pacer 
was always hugely passionate 
about Test cricket.

“It’s just that the passion 
that he has to wear whites,” 
Jayawardena said. “We’ve had 
this conversation many years 
ago, and when he started play-
ing Test cricket for India. 

“And then, the more time 
that we spent in the Mumbai 
camp, it seems that Bumrah 
wants to talk about red-ball 
cricket. He loves it.

“It is amazing that you 
come across fast bowlers who 
enjoy being out there playing 
Test cricket, it’s refreshing. 
He looks forward to each and 
every Test series. He doesn’t 
want to miss a single Test for 
India … he prioritises his Test 
cricket very much.”

India coach and captain – Rahul Dravid and Jasprit Bumrah converse 
on the eve of the England-India Test at Edgbaston.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja (L) plays a shot as Sri Lanka’s wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella looks on 
during the second day of play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Australia at the Galle 
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Thursday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka 1st innings (212 all out; N. Dickwella 58, 
N. Lyon 5-90, Swepson 3-55)
Australia 1st innings (overnight 98-3, Khawaja 47, 
Head 6)
U. Khawaja c Nissanka b Vandersay  71
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis  25
M. Labuschagne c Fernando b R. Mendis  13
S. Smith run out (Dickwella/K. Mendis)  6
T. Head c and b De Silva  6
C. Green lbw b R. Mendis  77
A. Carey c Chandimal b R. Mendis  45
M. Starc c and b Vandersay  10

P. Cummins not out  26
N. Lyon not out  8
Extras: (b20, lb3, nb1, w2)  26
Total: (For 8 wickets, 69 overs)  313
Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Warner), 2-75 (Labuschagne), 
3-83 (Smith), 4-100 (Head), 5-157 (Khawaja), 6-241 
(Carey), 7-278 (Green), 8-278 (Starc)
Yet to bat: M. Swepson
Bowling: Fernando 8-1-34-0 (w2), De Silva 5-0-8-1, 
Embuldeniya 15-0-73-0 (nb1), R. Mendis 31-0-107-4, 
Vandersay 10-0-68-2.

Scoreboard

Sport has to move on from ‘older voices’: Hamilton
DPA

SILVERSTONE (ENGLAND)

SEVEN-TIMES Formula One 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
says the sport must look more 
to current and future genera-
tions rather than harking back 
to personalities from the past.

His comments before this 
weekend’s British Grand Prix 
follow controversies over for-
mer champion Nelson Piquet 
reportedly using a racial slur 
towards Hamilton and former 
F1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone 
saying Russian Vladimir Putin 
was “a first-class person.” “I 
don’t know why we are giving 
the older voices a platform,” 
Hamilton told a news confer-
ence on Thursday.

“We are looking to go 
somewhere different and they 
are not representative of who 
we are now in the sport.” F1’s 
owner Liberty Media removed 
Ecclestone, now 91, when it 
took over in 2017. Brazilian 
Piquet is 69 and famous for 
outspoken comments.

“I am incredibly grateful 
to all of those who have been 

supportive within the sport, 
particularly the drivers,” 
Hamilton said of the allega-
tions against Piquet, who has 
apologized.

“I have been on the receiv-
ing end of racism and criti-
cism and that negativity and 
archaic narratives for a long 
time and undertones of dis-
crimination, so there is noth-
ing new for me.” As for Ec-

clestone’s support for Putin 
amid the invasion of Ukraine, 
Hamilton added: “We don’t 
need any more of it, to hear 
from someone that believes in 
the war, and the displacement 
of people and killing of people, 
and supporting that person is 
beyond me.

“I cannot believe I heard 
that. We do not need to be sup-
porting that but looking into 

the future. If you don’t have 
anything positive to contribute, 
don’t give them any space.” 

Verstappen against  
banning Piquet from F1 
WORLD champion Max 
Verstappen has spoken out 
against banning former For-
mula One champion Nelson 
Piquet from the paddock af-
ter the Brazilian used racist 
language in comments about 
Lewis Hamilton.

“When you ban people, 
you are actually not even help-
ing the situation, you are not 
talking,” Verstappen said.

“You have to communi-
cate. Communication is re-
ally important, because if you 
just ban, it’s not helping what 
you’re trying to enforce.

You’re trying to educate 
people. So it’s better to have a 
chat,” said the Red Bull driver, 
who is in a relationship with 
Piquet’s daughter Kelly.

“I’ve spent a bit of time 
with Nelson, I think more than 
the average person in general, 
and he’s definitely not a rac-
ist,” Verstappen added.

(L-R) AlphaTauri’s French driver Pierre Gasly, Mercedes’ British driver 
Lewis Hamilton and Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc attend 
a press conference ahead of the F1 British Grand Prix at the Silverstone 
motor racing circuit in Silverstone, England, on Thursday. (AFP)
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ATTIYAH MEETS PAKISTAN CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF, FRENCH CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah met with 
Chief of Army Staff of Pakistan Lieutenant-General Qamar Javed Bajwa and his accompanying delegation in Doha 
on Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed issues of common interest and reviewed military relations and the 
ways to enhance them. The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs also met with French 
Chief of Staff General Thierry Burkhard and his accompanying delegation. The meeting reviewed issues of mutual 
interest and military cooperation between the two countries and the means to enhance it. The meeting was attended 
by a number of high-ranking Qatari and French officers. (QNA)

Ministry of Municipality participates in UN-Habitat meeting in Poland

QNA 
KATOWICE (POLAND)

THE Ministry of Municipality 
participated in the meeting of 
heads of delegations and offi-
cials of the Regional Office of 
the Arab States of the United 
Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat), on 

the sidelines of the participa-
tion in the 11th World Urban 
Forum, which concluded in 
the Polish city of Katowice on 
Thursday.

During the meeting, which 
was attended by the minis-
try’s delegation headed by 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Urban Planning Affairs Eng 

Fahad Al Qahtani, the latest 
developments and efforts of 
Arab countries in the regional 
office of the programme were 
reviewed.

On the sidelines of the 
forum, the Qatari delegation 
held several meetings with 
officials of the United Na-
tions Human Settlements 

Program (UN Habitat), in-
cluding a meeting with Di-
rector of the Regional Office 
for Arab States of the United 
Nations Human Settlements 
Programme Dr Erfan Ali, and 
with Head of the UN-Habitat 
GCC Office Dr Ameera Al 
Hassan, where they discussed 
aspects of cooperation and 

exchange of experiences in 
various fields related to urban 
planning.

The delegation also met 
with Director of Municipali-
ties and Housing Department 
in the General Secretariat of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
Eng Abdullah Al Rubaie and 
Director-General of Studies 

and Research Department 
at the Ministry of Municipal, 
Rural Affairs and Housing 
of Saudi Arabia Dr Khaled 
Al Mutlaq Al Nafii, where 
they reviewed the latest de-
velopments in the strategic 
plans of the GCC Secretariat 
and benefited from the ex-
periences of the participat-

ing countries.
On the sidelines of the fo-

rum, the delegation also met 
with Executive Director of the 
United Nations Human Set-
tlements Programme (UN-
Habitat) Maimunah Mohd 
Sharif and thanked her for 
the success of the forum’s ac-
tivities.

QA increases Berlin 
services from daily 
to 10 weekly flights

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE capital city of Germany, Berlin, is 
set to benefit from enhanced connectiv-
ity to over 150 destinations, courtesy of 
the World’s Best Airline, Qatar Airways. 

Following the increase in services 
from daily flights to initially 10 and 
further rising to 11 weekly flights from 
Berlin Brandenberg Airport, German 
passengers can enjoy flights on the 
state-of-the-art Boeing 787 aircraft to 
global business cities, including Mum-
bai, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo plus 
leisure destinations including Bali, Mal-
dives, Seychelles and South Africa.

Qatar Airways has been steadfast in 
its support of Germany with flights from 
three airports in the country - Berlin, 
Frankfurt and Munich - as it maintained 
services to two cities and helped bring 
almost 25,000 passengers safely home 
to Germany in the early days of the pan-
demic. In a further demonstration of its 
strong cooperation with Berlin, the air-
line was chosen to operate the first flight 
to arrive at the new Southern Runway at 
Brandenberg Airport on November 4, 
2020.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Execu-
tive Akbar Al Baker said, “We have con-
tinuously supported the German market 
to ensure stronger connectivity to our 
passengers, allowing them to have one-
stop services to so many global desti-
nations. We have made huge efforts to 
provide options to our passengers in 
Germany and by increasing our Berlin 

schedule to 11 flights per week, we now 
operate 46 flights per week to Doha 
from our three gateways.

“Our passengers in Germany ben-
efit enormously from having not just a 
world-class product from the only Skyt-
rax Five Star Airline in Europe and the 
Middle East, but a greater choice of des-
tinations, all connected through Hamad 
International Airport, recently voted 
the World’s Best Airport for the second 
time. We are proud to have maintained 
a constant presence throughout the pan-
demic, helping to repatriate thousands 
of Germans by providing them options 
to get them home in addition to many 
charter flights.”

Passengers can now travel to over 
150 destinations in the Qatar Airways 
network, with an increasing presence in 
Africa, now featuring 30 destinations in 
19 countries, five in Australia, 32 in the 
Middle East and 16 in Asia.

A multiple award-winning airline, 
Qatar Airways was announced as the 
‘Airline of the Year’ at the 2021 World 
Airline Awards, managed by the inter-
national air transport rating organisa-
tion, Skytrax. It was also named ‘World’s 
Best Business Class’, ‘World’s Best Busi-
ness Class Airline Lounge’, ‘World’s Best 
Business Class Airline Seat’, ‘World’s 
Best Business Class Onboard Catering’ 
and ‘Best Airline in the Middle East’. 
The airline continues to stand alone at 
the top of the industry having won the 
main prize for an unprecedented sixth 
time (2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019 and 
2021).

Shura Council joins parliaments
to stress role in rights protection

QNA 
DOHA

IN celebration of the 5th anni-
versary of the International Day 
of Parliamentarism, the Shura 
Council joined parliaments 
around the world in emphasis-
ing the role that parliaments 
and legislative councils play in 
expressing the will of the peo-
ple, protecting human rights 
and the rule of law.

The Shura Council’s celebra-
tion of the International Day of 
Parliamentarism this year coin-
cides with the 50th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Shu-
ra Council and the end of the 
first regular session of the first 
legislative term corresponding 
to the 50th annual session of 
the elected Shura Council.

On the occasion, the Shura 
Council showed appreciation to 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 

Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani for 
his continuous patronage and 
support to the Council, stress-
ing its commitment to serving 
the loyal Qatari people.

The Council also stressed 
the need for parliaments around 
the world to contribute to pro-
moting popular participation, 
protecting human rights and 
the rule of law, and achieving 
sustainable development goals 
for their people.

The International Day of 
Parliamentarism adopted by 
the United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) in May 2018 
falls on June 30 annually, in 
which the parliaments around 
the world celebrate their impor-
tant and effective role in rep-
resenting the will of the people 
and renew their determination 
to achieve the aspirations of the 
people and protect their gains 
and rights.

Qatar takes part in 11th Session of Islamic
Conference of Tourism Ministers in Baku

QNA
BAKU

QATAR participated in the 11th 
Session of the Islamic Conference 
of Tourism Ministers held in the 
capital of Azerbaijan, Baku.

The delegation of Qatar to the 

conference was headed by Am-
bassador of Qatar to Azerbaijan 
HE Faisal bin Abdullah Al Hanz-
ab, with the participation of Qatar 
Tourism.

The Baku Declaration issued 
at the conclusion of the session 
congratulated Qatar on hosting 

the major sporting event, FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, noting 
that hosting of the tournament for 
the first time in an Islamic coun-
try would contribute to strength-
ening the tourism sector within 
the Islamic world.

The conference endorsed 

the nomination of Qatar to 
the Coordination Committee 
on Tourism to implement the 
framework of development and 
cooperation among the mem-
ber states of the organization 
for the next four years, from 
2022 to 2026.

Following the increase in services from Berlin 
Brandenberg Airport, German passengers can enjoy 
flights on the state-of-the-art Boeing 787 aircraft to 
global business cities, including Mumbai, Singapore, 
Sydney and Tokyo plus various leisure destinations


