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EMMA Raducanu’s Wimble-
don return proved to be an 
anti-climax as the US Open 
champion exited in the second 
round with defeat by Caroline 
Garcia.

Living up to the hype 
has proved impossible for 
the 19-year-old so far and, a 
year after rocketing to star-
dom with a run to the fourth 
round and then achieving the 
unthinkable in New York, she 
slipped to a meek 6-3, 6-3 loss 
on Centre Court.

Short of matches after 
three weeks out with a side 
strain, Raducanu was simply 
unable to find the level re-
quired to match Frenchwom-
an Garcia across the 86-min-
ute contest.

Raducanu’s mantra this 
tournament has very much 
been that, whatever she 
achieved last year, she re-
mains a relative novice with 
everything to gain simply from 
experiencing these environ-
ments.

She was quick to dismiss 
the idea that her main emotion 
after a first Centre Court vic-
tory on Monday against Alison 
Van Uytvanck should be relief.

But expectations for a 

grand slam champion are in-
escapable and hopes for her 
second-round match were 
boosted by Raducanu having 
won her only previous clash 
against Garcia in Indian Wells 
in March.

The Frenchwoman is 
ranked down at 55 but, having 
been tipped as a future world 

number one by Andy Murray 
as a teenager, has been as high 
as number four.

She struggled in the first 
round against Britain’s Yuriko 
Miyazaki but had arrived late 
from Germany, where she won 
a tournament on grass at the 
weekend.

Garcia had promised to 

be aggressive and she was as 
good as her word, stepping 
into the court on Raducanu’s 
second serve in particular and 
looking to take control with 
her backhand.

With blustery conditions 
causing problems for both 
players, Raducanu battled 
back from losing the open-

ing two games, but was outhit 
by Garcia as the 28-year-old 
reeled off three games in a 
row.

A clever second serve from 
Raducanu saved a set point at 
2-5 but Garcia, who can be a 
wobbly closer, made no mis-
take on her own delivery.

Both women left the court 
for a bathroom break as the 
stadium, which had been a 
long way short of capacity, be-
latedly filled up.

Raducanu held serve twice 
to start the second set but was 
in trouble as soon as Garcia 
got into any rally, the French-
woman’s weight of shot simply 
superior to that of her much 
younger opponent.

The crowd tried to inspire 
Raducanu and cheered heart-
ily when she immediately re-
trieved a break to level at 3-3 
only for a double fault and 
backhand shanked into the 
tramlines to put Garcia ahead 
again, from where she pulled 
away to clinch victory.

Disappointment must be 
tempered by the knowledge 
Raducanu has many more 
chances to challenge for the 
latter stages at Wimbledon in 
the future, and her thoughts 
will now turn to the build-up 
to the defence of her title in 
New York later in the summer.

Raducanu’s Wimbledon over after 
straight sets defeat to Garcia
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MERCEDES’ Lewis Hamil-
ton is set for another collision 
course with Formula One’s 
governing body over the jewel-
lery row which could threaten 
his participation at Sunday’s 
British Grand Prix.

A record 142,000 fans are 
expected at Silverstone for one 
of the highlights of Britain’s 
sporting summer - the ma-
jority of whom will be there 
to support seven-time world 
champion Hamilton.

But Hamilton, 37, is fac-
ing the astonishing prospect of 
being expelled from his home 
race - with the motorsport 
governing body FIA’s deadline 
to remove his nose stud expir-

ing on Thursday.
Hamilton was afforded a 

two-race medical exemption 
at the Miami Grand Prix on 
May 8 - to the seventh round 
of the campaign in Monaco on 
May 29 - to remove the item of 
jewellery which he says is not 
easy to take out. A second ex-
tension was then agreed.

But if Hamilton keeps his 
nose stud in place for first 
practice at Silverstone on Fri-
day, and further concessions 
are not granted by the FIA, 
Hamilton is likely to be sum-
moned to the stewards.

While a number of options 
are available to the stewards - 
including a reprimand or fine 
- the worst-case scenario for 
Hamilton is a suspension for 
breaking the rules.

Such a breach would mean 
he is ineligible to take part in 
qualifying on Saturday for his 
home race. The ban on drivers 
wearing jewellery in the cock-
pit has been in place for a num-
ber of years. But FIA president 
Mohammed ben Sulayem, 
who succeeded Jean Todt last 
December, and race director 
Niels Wittich, a replacement 
for the sacked Michael Masi, 
have been keen to enforce 
the rule on safety grounds. 
And there is a growing feeling 
within the governing body that 
additional exemptions should 
not be granted.

Speaking at the Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix earlier this month, 
Hamilton said: “Honestly, I 
feel like there’s just way too 
much time and energy being 

given to this.
“The rule came in in 2005. 

I think we’ve all worn jewel-
lery throughout our careers 
in Formula One. It’s not been 
a problem in the past and 
there’s no reason for it to nec-
essarily be a problem now.

“It definitely is positive 
that we’re working with the 
FIA and I think they’re accom-
modating a little bit at the mo-
ment. But we shouldn’t have 
to keep on revisiting this thing 
every weekend. We’ve defi-
nitely got bigger fish to fry.” 

Hamilton, who is 98 
points behind championship 
leader Max Verstappen, was 
due to address the media 
in the FIA’s pre-race press 
conference at Silverstone on 
Thursday afternoon.

Eight of the past nine Brit-
ish GPs have been won by 
Mercedes, with the only ex-
ception being Sebastian Vettel 
with Ferrari in 2018, and im-
provements shown in Canada 
will provide encouragement 
for the Silver Arrows.

Hamilton’s second podium 
finish of the season in third 
was the highlight in Montreal, 
but George Russell’s consist-
ency continues to stand out, 
with the British driver finish-
ing in the top five in all nine 
races in 2022.

A win for Hamilton would 
be the ninth of his career at Sil-
verstone, setting a new record 
for the most wins in a single GP 
- overtaking his eight victories 
in Hungary and Michael Schu-
macher’s eight wins in France.

Jewellery row with FIA could see 
Hamilton miss race at Silverstone

When the FIA had announced a new jewellery ban in May, Lewis  
Hamilton showed up at the Miami Grand Prix press conference  
wearing 8 rings, 4 necklaces, 3 watches, and 2 earrings. 
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wait till Test 
match eve  
for captain  
Rohit to  
recover  
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FORMULA 2 has expressed its disappointment at a decision from 
Hitech Grand Prix to allow Juri Vips to retain his seat for the remainder 
of the season. The Estonian was axed by Red Bull following an investi-
gation into alleged racist language used during an online gaming ses-
sion, stripping him of his reserve driver status and a spot in the team’s 
young driver programme. However, Vips will retain his seat with Hitech 
Grand Prix ahead of this weekend’s race at Silverstone with team 
principal Oliver Oakes stating he would give the 21-year-old a “chance 
to redeem himself.” “I have made the decision for Juri to keep his F2 
seat with Hitech for the remainder of the season, a decision we have 
seriously debated,” he said. “Allowing him to complete his season with 
Hitech is an opportunity for him to demonstrate, through his actions, 
the type of person he is. I have made it clear that I think the language 
used was totally unacceptable, but I choose to give him the chance to 
redeem himself. Hitech GP employs an inclusive workforce and has 
never condoned racism or offensive behaviour in any forms. That said, 
if we live in a society where no one can make a mistake, then genuinely 
apologize, have the chance for redemption and learn from it - what does 
it say about society?” The decision resulted in disappointment from F2, 
which admitted it was not a course of action it would have taken. “Fol-
lowing the recent incident involving Juri Vips, F2 would like to reaffirm 
that the use of racist or discriminatory language cannot be tolerated in 
any environment,” it said. (STATS Perform/DPA)

F2 ‘surprised’ as Juri Vips retains  
Hitech Grand Prix seat

 Quick read

France’s Caroline Garcia (R) shakes hands with Britain’s Emma Raducanu after winning their women’s 
singles match on the third day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in 
Wimbledon, southwest London, on Wednesday. Garcia won 6-3, 6-3. (AFP)

Piquet apologizes but 
claims comment was 

mistranslated
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NELSON Piquet has apolo-
gized “wholeheartedly” after 
using an offensive expression 
when discussing Lewis Ham-
ilton in an interview last year 
but insists the word he used 
has been mistranslated.

Former Formula One 
world champion Piquet, 69, 
was reported to have used a 
racial slur towards Hamilton 
following the 2021 British 
Grand Prix.

Piquet said in a statement: 
“I would like to clear up the 
stories circulating in the me-
dia about a comment I made 
in an interview last year.

“What I said was ill thought 
out, and I make no defence 
for it, but I will clarify that 
the term used is one that has 
widely and historically been 
used colloquially in Brazilian 
Portuguese as a synonym for 
‘guy’ or ‘person’ and was never 
intended to offend.

“I would never use the 
word I have been accused of in 
some translations. I strongly 
condemn any suggestion that 
the word was used by me with 
the aim of belittling a driver 
because of his skin colour.

“I apologize wholeheart-
edly to anyone that was af-
fected, including Lewis, who 
is an incredible driver, but the 
translation in some media that 
is now circulating on social 
media is not correct.

Discrimination has no 

place in F1 or society and I am 
happy to clarify my thoughts 
in that respect.” 

Brazilian Piquet, a three-
time world champion, was re-
ported to have been discussing 
a collision between Hamilton 
and rival Max Verstappen on 
the opening lap at Silverstone, 
which saw the Dutchman re-
tire from the race.

Hamilton responded to the 
story on social media by insist-
ing “archaic mindsets” needed 
to change and was supported 
by Formula One and his team 
Mercedes, who both con-
demned Piquet.

The PA news agency un-
derstands Piquet will not be 
welcomed back into the F1 
paddock.

Seven-time world champi-
on Hamilton posted on Twit-
ter: “It’s more than language. 
These archaic mindsets need 
to change and have no place in 
our sport.

“I’ve been surrounded by 
these attitudes and targeted 
my whole life.

There has been plenty of 
time to learn. Time has come 
for action.” An F1 statement 
read: “Discriminatory or rac-
ist language is unacceptable 
in any form and has no part in 
society. Lewis is an incredible 
ambassador for our sport and 
deserves respect.

“His tireless efforts to 
increase diversity and inclu-
sion are a lesson to many and 
something we are committed 
to at F1.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates beating Australia’s Thanasi Kokki-
nakis on the third day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club in  London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Outstanding Djokovic marches into third round
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON

DEFENDING champion No-
vak Djokovic outclassed Tha-
nasi Kokkinakis in a domi-
neering straight-sets victory 
to march into the third round 
at Wimbledon. The top seed 
moved majestically as he 
made a statement on Centre 
Court, winning 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 in 
just two hours on Wednesday.

Djokovic breezed into a 

3-0 lead in an opening set he 
served out to love after break-
ing for a second time, return-
ing majestically as he domi-
nated the Australian.

The 20-time Grand Slam 
champion needed just the one 
early break in the second set 
as he served superbly and was 
ruthless at the net, also bossing 
rallies from the baseline.

World No. 3 Djokovic was 
relentless as he broke twice 
in a one-sided third set be-

fore ending the match with 
a hold after saving the only 
break point he faced. The six-
time Wimbledon champion 
Djokovic will face fellow Ser-
bian Miomir Kecmanovic in 
round three. That is 23 wins in 
a row at the grass-court Grand 
Slam for three-time defending 
champion Djokovic. The tour-
nament favourite dropped a 
set in his win over Kwon Soon-
woo on Monday, but barely put 
a foot wrong two days later.

Men’s Singles (Rd 2)
Novak Djokovic (SRB x1) bt Thanasi Kokkinakis (AUS) 6-1, 6-4, 6-2
Miomir Kecmanovic (SRB x25) bt Alejandro Tabilo (CHI) 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/3), 
3-6, 6-3
Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO x22) bt Quentin Halys (FRA) 7-6 (9/7), 0-6, 7-5, 7-6 (7/5)
Oscar Otte (GER x32) bt Christian Harrison (USA) 3-1 - retired
Ugo Humbert (FRA) bt Casper Ruud (NOR x3) 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4
David Goffin (BEL) bt Sebastian Baez (ARG x31) 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Frances Tiafoe (USA x23) bt Maximilian Marterer (GER) 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/3)
Alexander Bublik (KAZ) bt Dusan Lajovic (SRB) 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, 7-5
Cameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt Jaume Munar (ESP) 6-4, 3-6, 5-7, 6-0, 6-2
Steve Johnson (USA) bt Ryan Peniston (GBR) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4
Women’s Singles (RD 2)
Marie Bouzkova (CZE) bt Ann Li (USA) 6-0, 6-3

Zhang Shuai (CHN x33) bt Marta Kostyuk (UKR) 7-6 (8/6), 6-2
Caroline Garcia (FRA) bt Emma Raducanu (GBR x10) 6-3, 6-3
Angelique Kerber (GER x15) bt Magda Linette (POL) 6-3, 6-3
Diane Parry (FRA) bt Mai Hontama (JPN) 6-3, 6-2
Tatjana Maria (GER) bt Sorana Cirstea (ROM x26) 6-3, 1-6, 7-5
Irina-Camelia Begu (ROM) bt Elisabetta Cocciaretto (ITA) 6-4, 6-4
Jelena Ostapenko (LAT x12) bt Yanina Wickmayer (BEL) 6-2, 6-2
Lesia Tsurenko (UKR) bt Anhelina Kalinina (UKR x29) 3-6, 6-4, 6-3
Jule Niemeier (GER) bt Anett Kontaveit (EST x2) 6-4, 6-0
1st Rd: Greet Minnen (BEL) bt Garbine Muguruza (ESP x9) 6-4, 6-0
Harriet Dart (GBR) bt Rebeka Masarova (ESP) 6-1, 6-4
Jessica Pegula (USA x8) bt Donna Vekic (CRO) 6-3, 7-6 (7/2)
Karolina Pliskova (CZE x6) bt Tereza Martincova (CZE) 7-6 (7/1), 7-5.

Results
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SERENA Williams left her 
future open to question af-
ter her return to Wimbledon 
ended in a first-round defeat 
by little-known Frenchwoman 
Harmony Tan.

Stepping out to play sin-
gles for the first time since 
leaving Centre Court prema-
turely and in tears after suf-
fering a hamstring injury in 
the opening round 12 months 
ago, Williams was rusty and 
error-prone.

The will remained and, 
cheered on by a supportive 
crowd, she looked like she 
might stumble over the fin-
ish line after coming from a 
set down and then saving a 
match point in the 12th game 
of the decider.

But instead Williams suf-
fered just her third first-round 
loss at a grand slam, going 
down 7-5 1-6 7-6 (7) in a decid-
ing tie-break at 10.35pm after 
three hours and 10 minutes.

At 40, the American’s time 
in the game is clearly running 
out, but she remained vague 
about her future plans and re-
fused to rule out another tilt at 
Wimbledon next year.

“Like I said coming into 
this, I’m just planning for right 
now, seeing how I feel, just to 
go from there,” she said.

Pressed on whether it was 
her farewell to the All England 

Club, Williams added: “That’s 
a question I can’t answer. 
I don’t know. Who knows? 
Who knows where I’ll pop 
up.” Tan, a 24-year-old debu-
tante ranked 115, is the type of 
player Williams used to beat 
before even stepping on court 
but no one, including probably 
the 23-time Grand Slam sin-
gles champion herself, knew 
what to expect here.

Williams recovered from 
a very shaky start to lead 4-2 

in the opening set but 21 un-
forced errors proved her 
downfall.

She composed herself af-
ter a short break to close the 
roof, winning the second set 
comfortably, and it looked 
like she might find a way 
through when she led 3-1 in 
the decider.

But there were no certain-
ties about Williams here and 
she was unable to capitalise 
on a 4-0 lead in the tie-break, 

with Tan celebrating the best 
moment of her career.

“I think physically I did 
pretty good,” said Williams. “I 
think the last couple of points, 
I was really suffering there.

“But I feel like in just those 
key points, winning some of 
those points, is always some-
thing mentally that you kind 
of need. I did pretty good on 
maybe one or two of them, but 
obviously not enough.” 

It has been clear for sever-

al years that Williams cannot 
simply turn up and win grand 
slams now but, with varied 
business commitments and a 
young daughter, she has a lot 
going on in her life besides 
tennis.

The US Open begins in two 
months, and Williams gave 
a positive indication that she 
will be at Flushing Meadows 
in August.

“It definitely makes 
me want to hit the practice 
courts,” she said.

“I feel that it’s actually kind 
of like, ‘OK, Serena, you can do 
this if you want’.

“When you’re at home, es-
pecially in New York, and the 
US Open, that being the first 
place I’ve won a grand slam, is 
something that’s always super 
special. There’s definitely lots 
of motivation to get better and 
to play at home.” 

Williams would surely not 
have come to the All England 
Club if she did not believe a 
record-equalling 24th Grand 
Slam title was still a possibility.

Asked if she could be satis-
fied with Tuesday’s loss being 
her final Wimbledon memory, 
she said: “Obviously not. You 
know me. Definitely not.

“But today I gave all I could 
do. Maybe tomorrow I could 
have given more. Maybe a week 
ago I could have given more. 
But today was what I could do. 
At some point, you have to be 
able to be OK with that.”

Serena brushes off retirement 
talk, looks ahead to US Open
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NICK Kyrgios emerged victo-
rious from an opening-round 
five-setter against British 
wildcard Paul Jubb at Wim-
bledon on Tuesday but contro-
versy again followed, with the 
Australian blasting the “disre-
spect” he feels he receives.

The 27-year-old defeated 
Jubb 3-6 6-1 7-5 6-7 (3-7) 7-5 
and hit 67 winners but after a 
drama-filled three hours and 
five minutes, his prompting 
of a line judge to speak to the 
chair umpire and demands 
for some fans to be removed 
were punctuated by spitting 
towards a section of the crowd 

upon victory.
Earlier this month, tourna-

ment organisers in Stuttgart 
investigated when Kyrgios 
claimed he was racially abused 
by sections of the crowd dur-
ing a match.

At his post-match news 
conference, Kyrgios jousted 
with journalists on the capac-
ity of older line judges to make 
accurate calls, but primar-
ily focused on the perceived 
normality of on and off-court 
abuse.

“A lot of disrespect was 
being thrown today from the 
crowds,” he said. 

“I’m just starting to think 
that it’s normal when it’s re-
ally not.

“I didn’t say anything to 
the crowd until they started 
just every time I came down to 
the far end, people just going. 
It’s just I don’t know if it’s nor-
mal or not.

“Just pure disrespect, just 

anything. Someone just yelled 
out I was s**t in the crowd to-
day. Is that normal? No. I just 
don’t understand why it’s hap-
pening over and over again.

“Have you ever gone to a 
supermarket and just started 
berating someone scanning 
the groceries? No. So why do 
they do it when I’m at Wim-
bledon? Why is that?” 

In a testy news confer-
ence, Kyrgios was himself 
accused of lacking respect, 
but he lamented over not 
being able to respond to the 
abuse he receives on the 
court without some kind of 
punishment.

The world number 40 in-
sisted he has no regrets on 

spitting towards an unruly fan 
after his win.

“Today, as soon as I won 
the match, I turned to him,” 
Kyrgios said.

“I’ve been dealing with 
hate and negativity for a long 
time, so I don’t feel like I owed 
that person anything.

“Like, he literally came to 
the match to literally just, like, 
not even support anyone real-
ly. It was more just to, like, stir 
up and disrespect. That’s fine. 
But if I give it back to you, then 
that’s just how it is.

“There’s a fence there and 
I physically can’t do anything 
or say anything because I’ll get 
in trouble. They’re able to say 
anything they want.”

Kyrgios bemoans ‘pure disrespect’ after first-round win
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ROMELU Lukaku has com-
pleted his loan move back to 
Inter Milan from Chelsea, the 
Premier League club have con-
firmed.

The Belgium striker will 
spend the 2022-23 campaign 
with Inter, the club he left to 
re-join Chelsea.

The 29-year-old endured 
an underwhelming 2021-22 
season at Stamford Bridge, al-
though he still finished at the 
Blues’ top scorer with 15 goals.

A statement from Chelsea 
read: “Romelu Lukaku will 
spend the 2022-23 campaign 
with Inter Milan after com-
pleting a season-long loan 
move from Chelsea.” 

The short, matter-of-fact 
statement went on to mention 
the highlights of Lukaku’s past 
season without offering any 
comment.

News of the transfer was 
also confirmed in a short video 
posted by Inter in which the 
player said he was “very happy.” 

The Serie A outfit followed 
with another tweet which 
read: “Welcome back Rom.”

Serie A title could be  
decided by play-off match
The Italian championship 
could be decided by a play-
off should two teams finish 
level on points in Serie A 
after the governing FIGC ap-
proved that tiebreaker meth-
od at a meeting in Rome on 
Wednesday.

A play-off will take place 
should two teams be equal on 
points rather than previous 
tiebreakers such as goal differ-
ence or head-to-head record.

Should the play-off be level 
after 90 minutes, a penalty 
shoot-out - without extra-time 
- will decide the destination of 
the title.

Lukaku returns  
to Inter Milan on 

loan from Chelsea

DPA
MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich’s new signing 
Sadio Made believes the team 
are capable of challenging in the 
Champions League despite a 
disappointing quarter-final exit 
to Villarreal last season.

“I saw the games, of course,” 
he told the Sport Bild magazine 
on Tuesday. 

“Bayern tried everything, 
but they couldn’t produce their 
their top performance.

“I know that feeling only too 
well, that’s how we felt the same 
way at Liverpool in the previous 
season against Atlético Madrid.

“But I assure you: next sea-
son will be different. Now I’m 
here and we will give everything.

“We have to be convinced 
that we can do everything. And 
when I see the quality of this 

team, for me it is one of the best 
in Europe.” 

Bayern have exited in the 
last eight of the last two editions 
having being beaten by Paris 
Saint-Germain in 2021, a year 
after they defeated the same op-
ponent to lift the trophy.

Mane believes Bayern 
can make impact in 
Champions League
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Legendary Serena Williams reacts as she speaks during a press conference after being defeated by 
France’s Harmony Tan on the second day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Ten-
nis Club in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios reacts as he competes against Britain’s Paul 
Jubb during their men’s singles match on the second day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Ukrainian tennis star Tsurenko blasts 
Russian players over their ‘silence’
PA MEDIA/DPA
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UKRAINIAN tennis player 
Lesia Tsurenko has used her 
Wimbledon press conference 
to highlight how most Russian 
and Belarusian players have 
been “silent” on the issue of 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s invasion of her home 
country.

Tsurenko, 33, wore a yel-
low and blue ribbon for her 
doubles match on Wednes-
day against compatriot An-
helina Kalinina, which was 
well-attended with both play-
ers warmly applauded on the 
grass.

Speaking after winning 
the match, the world number 
101, who is from missile-hit 
Mykolaiv in south Ukraine, 
also spoke about her family 
fleeing from Georgia amid the 
civil war when she was a young 
child.

Tsurenko said she sup-
ported the decision by tennis 
governing bodies the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) and 
Association of Tennis Profes-
sionals (ATP) to ban Russian 
and Belarusian players from 
the Championships this year.

Speaking about the ban, 
she said: “It’s just a good step 
to show that that’s what we all 
have to do.

“Also, I am Ukrainian. 

There is no other opinion in 
my head.

“I would have been the 
first one to say that, no, you 
should not ban them, but I 
have heard only from one Be-
larusian player and from one 
Russian player who talked to 
me personally and told me: 
‘I’m against the war’.

“I did not hear anything 
from any other player.

“So for me, the silence 
means ... I mean, it’s not 
good.” She added: “The hor-
rible things that are going on 
in Ukraine in the last week, (a) 

terrorist act, a lot of civilians 
dead.

“And especially it’s very 
painful for me to see that Rus-
sian propaganda is saying 
that, for example, that shop-
ping mall in Kremenchuk 
was not working.” At least 20 
people were killed by the mis-
sile strikes in Kremenchuk on 
Monday, according to Ukrain-
ian officials.

Tsurenko added that the 
Ukraine invasion is the sec-
ond time her family has been 
affected by war after they 
fled from Georgia in the early 

1990s when she was four years 
old.

As a newly-independent 
country after the dissolution 
of the USSR, Georgia suffered 
a war between people in the 
South Ossetia province in the 
east, and those in north-west-
ern Abkhazia who were sup-
ported by Russia.

Tsurenko said: “In 1993, 
on New Year night from 1992 
to 1993, we escaped from 
Georgia because there was a 
war there.

“This war was made by 
Russia, so for me is the second 
time when my family is affect-
ed by Russian government, by 
the actions of Russian govern-
ment.

“We escaped when I was 
four years old.

“So it should stop.
“It’s 28 years for me per-

sonally since the first time that 
it affected my family, so some-
how it should stop.” 

Tsurenko said that “it 
means a lot” when people do-
nate even a small amount of 
money to charities helping the 
Ukrainian cause.

She said: “In the city, in 
the main city of my region, 
Mykolaiv region, they don’t 
have water - for a few months 
already.

“So if you think that 10 is 
nothing - it’s 10 bottles of wa-
ter for these people.”

Ukraine’s Lesia Tsurenko serves the ball to Ukraine’s Anhelina Ka-
linina during their women’s singles tennis on court 12, on the third 
day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis 
Club in London on Wednesday. Tsurenko beat compatriot Anhelina 
Kalinina 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 (AFP)

Romelu Lukaku.

Sadio Mane.

A lot of disrespect was 
being thrown today from the 
crowds,” he said. I’m just 
starting to think that it’s 
normal when it’s really not. 
Just pure disrespect, just 
anything.
Nick Kyrgios

Humbert shows 
up without  

racquets but  
still stuns Ruud

STATS PERFORM/DPA

UGO Humbert was not en-
tirely prepared for his second-
round match with third seed 
Casper Ruud at Wimbledon 
but still upset the French Open 
finalist.

Humbert arrived for 
Wednesday’s contest without 
his racquets, apologizing at 
the ball toss.

The Frenchman was soon 
provided with his essential 
equipment to a round of ap-
plause from the crowd but 
still took some time to get 
going on Court 2, losing the 
opener.

Humbert weathered that 
setback, though, and replied 
in impressive fashion, emerg-
ing a 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 winner 
for his third consecutive vic-
tory against top-10 opponents 
on grass.

“I love to play on grass. 
I have played a lot of good 
matches,” Humbert said.

“I think about the match 
last year against Nick Kyrgios. 
It was a big battle. I won Halle, 
so I think I play very nice [on 
grass] because of my serve, 
and my backhand is very 
great.” 

He added: “It is a big vic-
tory. [Ruud] played very well 
the last few years, so I am very 
happy.”

BAYERN Munich star Thomas Müller can understand equal pay for male 
and female footballers in the US but believes it is harder to implement 
in Germany. “In America the women’s team is clearly the stronger horse 
and possibly even moves more people,” he told the future congress 
‘Neuland’ in Aachan on Wednesday. “When it’s about money, it’s about 
how much proceeds the product brings. And accordingly the flow of 
money goes into the product.” That has, said Müller, “less to do with 
performance. We footballers get more money than basketballers and 
handballers. But not because we play better football rather because 
thankfully football is loved by the most people in the world.” (DPA)

Bayern’s Muller on equal pay: Women in US 
in stronger position

 Quick read



Lyon leads spinners’ day out at Galle
ICC

GALLE

AS many as 13 wickets fell on 
day one as Australia, led by 
Nathan Lyon’s five-for, bowled 
Sri Lanka out for 212 before 
cutting away at 98 runs from 
the deficit on Wednesday.

Sri Lanka captain Dimuth 
Karunaratne won the toss 
and unsurprisingly, chose to 
bat in the first Test. Jeffrey 
Vandersay was rewarded for 
his great performances in the 
ODI series and was handed his 
maiden Test cap.

For Australia, Travis Head 
passed the fitness Test and 
made the XI, meaning Glenn 
Maxwell will have to wait a lit-
tle longer to play his first Test 
since 2017.

Pathum Nissanka and 
Karunaratne got Sri Lanka off 
to a decent start. Both Cum-
mins and Starc were guilty of 
bowling a few lose deliveries, 
which the Sri Lanka open-
ers gladly punished. Nathan 

Lyon was introduced early but 
did really bother the pair too 
much.

Cummins though was per-
sistent in his line outside off 
stumps and it finally reaped 
rewards when Nissanka edged 
one to the keeper, breaking the 

38-run opening stand. Kusal 
Mendis’ stay at the crease 
didn’t last long as he played a 
rash shot and was out caught 
at slips. 

Veterans Karunaratne and 
Angelo Mathews steadied the 
ship after the two quick wick-

ets and were happy rotating 
the strike and accumulating 
the occasional boundary.

Together, they took Sri 
Lanka to lunch at 68/2.

Nathan Lyon broke 
through immediately after 
lunch for Australia, dismissing 
the dangerous Karunaratne 
with David Warner taking a 
brilliant diving catch. 

His fellow spinner Mitchell 

Swepson was on a hat-trick a 
little later, snaring Dhanan-
jaya de Silva and Dinesh Chan-
dimal off consecutive balls. Ni-
roshan Dickwella came out all 
guns blazing, smashing Lyon 
for three fours in an over.

However, Cummins per-
sisted with the off-spinner 
and the decision paid off as 
he scalped the big wicket of 
Mathews for 39.

Australia’s Nathan Lyon (2R) celebrates after taking five wickets as 
his teammates watch during the first day of the first Test against Sri 
Lanka at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Wednes-
day. Australia were 93 for 3 in reply to hosts’ 212. (AFP)

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

RAHUL Dravid, the India 
coach, has addressed the cap-
taincy conundrum facing the 
side ahead of their crunch Test 
clash against England in Bir-
mingham.

India are sweating on the 
availability of regular captain 
Rohit Sharma, who tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 last week. 
Mayank Agarwal, the opener, 
was flown in as batting cover, 
but India will wait till the eve 
of the match, starting on 1 
July, before making a call on 
Rohit, who is set to undergo 
two more tests. 

“The update on Rohit is 
that he’s being monitored 
by our medical team – he’s 
not yet been ruled out,” said 
Dravid, addressing the media. 
“He needs to get the negative 
test to be available. We’ll keep 
monitoring that. We’ve still 
got close to 36 hours to go, so 
he’ll have a test later tonight 
and one tomorrow morning as 
well. And then we’ll see. 

“Obviously, he’ll have to 
come out of that. It’s really 
up to the medical team to de-
cide on that. We’ve not had a 
chance to see him as he’s in 
isolation, but we’ll keep moni-
toring that situation.”

When asked whether Jas-
prit Bumrah was in line to 
take up the captaincy role 
should Rohit be unavailable, 
Dravid refused to comment. 
“It’s probably better the com-

munication comes officially 
from official sources,” he said. 
“Once we have exact clarity on 
Rohit, you’ll hear something 
from the official sources. It’s 
not for me to give out official 
communication.”

India are on the brink of 
securing their first Test series 
victory in England since 2007. 
However, they face an England 
side riding high on momen-
tum under the new leadership 
of coach Brendon McCullum 
and captain Ben Stokes. 

They swept New Zealand 
– the reigning ICC World Test 
Championship winners – 3-0 
at home while India will only 

have played one warm-up 
match against Leicestershire 
heading into the Test.

England have adopted a 
high-risk, high-reward strat-
egy under McCullum and 
Stokes, a move that helped 
them secure convincing vic-
tories against New Zealand, 
but Dravid believed irrespec-
tive of the approach England 
adopted, India would have op-
portunities. 

“Any which way they play 
gives us opportunities, to be 
honest. We are leading the se-
ries 2-1,” he said. “It’s up to us. 
We’ve to focus on our cricket, 
not worry too much about 

what England is doing and the 
way they are playing. We’ve to 
focus on what we’ve to do.

“To be honest with you, 
we’ve been a pretty positive 
side as well. We were second 
in the World Test Champion-
ship cycle last year, this year 
we find ourselves third in the 
table, just underneath the top 
two. We’ve been pretty suc-
cessful in getting 20 wickets 
and winning Test matches. 
That for me is positive cricket 
as well.”

All eyes will be on former 
captain Virat Kohli. The 33-
year old has been in some-
thing of a rut, failing to score a 

century in international crick-
et since 2019, but Dravid sug-
gested Kohli was the victim of 
his own lofty standards.

“He’s an incredibly fit guy, 
one of the most hard-working 
I’ve ever come across – his de-
sire, his hunger, his attitude 
to looking after himself, his 
preparation.

“Even the way he played 
the game against Leicester, 
in the kind of conditions out 
there, scoring the 50-60 he 
did. He’s ticking all the right 
boxes, he’s doing what he 
needs to do to come out of it.

“As players, you go 
through these sort of phases. I 
don’t think in Virat’s case it’s 
any lack of motivation. It’s not 
so much about focussing on 
those three figures. Even a 70 
on a difficult wicket in Cape 
Town, I thought it was a very 
good innings, even if it didn’t 
convert into a three-figure 
score. 

“A guy like him, the kind 
of standards he’s set and the 
number of hundreds he’s 
scored, people only see hun-
dreds as a success. But for me, 
from a coach’s perspective, 
we want match-winning con-
tributions from him, whether 
that’s a 50 or a 60. 

“From our perspective, 
there’s not so much focus on 
three figures. From us, it’s the 
contributions – he continues 
to contribute on and off the 
field, the way he carries him-
self, he does inspire a lot of the 
guys in the group.”

Indisposed Rohit not ruled out 
as yet, says coach Dravid

Qatar Airways renews 
QCA partnership for 

T20 Tournament 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Cricket Association 
(QCA) and Qatar Airways have 
renewed their association for 
the Qatar Cricket Associa-
tion’s T20 Tournament 2022 
organised with the participa-
tion of 64 teams at the West 
Bay cricket grounds.

The final of the Premier 
Division is set to take place 
at the Asian Cricket Ground 
on Friday 1 July, 2022. The 
Premier Division includes ten 
teams with the final featuring 
the Warriors Cricket Club and 
Galfar Al Misnad Cricket Club. 
Furthermore, a total of 30 
teams competed in the recent 
Division B, while Division C 
featured 24 teams.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker, 
said: “For many years, Qatar’s 
expat community has long 
been passionate about cricket. 
The development of the sport 
has reached new heights with-
in the local community. We 
are committed to supporting 

the growth of cricket in Qatar 
by being the Main Sponsor 
for the QCA T20 Tournament 
2022.” 

Qatar Cricket Association 
President, Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Saud bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani, expressed his ex-
citement on the continua-
tion of the sponsorship of 
Qatar Airways, pointing to 
the committee’s endeavour 
to expand the scope of the 
longstanding ties with the 
national airline.

The sponsorship comes as 
a qualitative leap for the Qa-
tari cricket community, with 
the aim of contributing to the 
development of this sport, es-
pecially after the great efforts 
made by the QCA to advance 
the game and expand the base 
of participation in it by attract-
ing players expressing their 
passion for the sport.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League 
(QSL), in co-operation with 
the Qatar Football Association 
(QFA), held a financial super-

vision workshop for the 2022-
2023 season on Wednesday 
(June 29, 2022) at the Shera-
ton Doha Hotel in the pres-
ence of a number of members 
of the Financial Control Com-
mittee, and legal representa-

tives from the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, and QFA in 
addition to representatives of 
companies of the First Divi-
sion (QNB Stars League) and 
Second Division clubs.

The workshop aimed at in-

forming all clubs of the latest 
developments regarding the fi-
nancial control regulations for 
the 2022-2023 season.

A number of items on the 
agenda were discussed, most 
notably: governance and 

management, amendments 
to the financial control regu-
lation and related circulars, 
circulating and procedures 
for operating expenses, budg-
ets of club companies for the 
2022-2023 football season, 

in addition to the regulation 
for the professionalism of 
local players and its amend-
ments, evaluation and circu-
lars related to that.

The mechanism of work 
of the Central Scouting Team 

and its co-operation with clubs 
were also discussed.

A number of inquiries and 
observations made by repre-
sentatives of club administra-
tions were clarified during the 
workshop.

Financial supervision workshop for QSL 2022-2023 season held

Qatar Stars League’s financial supervision workshop for the 2022-2023 season on Wednesday at the Sheraton Doha Hotel in the presence of a number of members of the Financial Control Committee, and legal representatives from the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, and QFA in addition to representatives of companies of the First Division (QNB Stars League) and Second Division clubs.

THE CAPTAIN CONUNDRUM: Rishabh Pant, Virat Kohli (centre) and Rohit Sharma.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker. 

The QCA T20 Tournament 
includes Premier Division, 
Division B and Division C

India will wait till eve of Test match before making a call on the skipper

Sri Lanka (1st Innings)
P. Nissanka c Alex Carey b Cummins         23
D. Karunaratne c Warner b Lyon             28
K. Mendis c Carey b Starc                   3
A. Mathews c Warner b Lyon                 39
D. de Silva c Carey b Swepson              14
D. Chandimal c Warner b Swepson             0
N. Dickwella c Carey b Lyon                58
R. Mendis lbw b Lyon                       22
J. Vandersay c Starc b Swepson              6
L. Embuldeniya c Khawaja b Lyon             6
A. Fernando not out                         2
Extras: (b5, lb6)                           11
Total: (All out, 59 overs)                 212
Fall of Wickets: 1-38 (Nissanka), 2-42 (K. Mendis), 
3-74 (Karunaratne), 4-97 (de Silva), 5-97 (Chandimal), 
6-139 (Mathews), 7-193 (R. Mendis), 8-198 
(Dickwella), 9-206 (Embuldeniya), 10-212 (Vandersay)

Bowling: Starc 9-0-31-1, Cummins 12-4-25-1, Lyon 
25-2-90-5, Swepson 13-0-55-3.
Australia (1st Innings)
U. Khawaja not out                         47
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis                  25
M. Labuschagne c Fernando b R. Mendis      13
S. Smith run out (Dickwella/K. Mendis)      6
T. Head not out                             6
Extras: (nb1)                                1
Total: (For 3 wickets, 25 overs)                98
Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Warner), 2-75 (Labuschagne), 
3-83 (Smith).
Yet to bat: C. Green, A. Carey, P. Cummins, M. Starc, N. 
Lyon, M. Swepson
Bowling: Fernando 1-0-9-0, De Silva 3-0-4-0, 
Embuldeniya 7-0-39-0 (nb1), R. Mendis 11-0-35-2, 
Vandersay 3-0-11-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Afridi, Miandad, Sammy  
and Shoaib confirmed as 

Pak Junior League mentors
ANI

KARACHI

THE Pakistan Cricket Board on 
Wednesday confirmed Daren 
Sammy, Javed Miandad, Sha-
hid Afridi and Shoaib Malik as 
mentors of the inaugural Paki-
stan Junior League, which will 
be held in Lahore in October 
this year.

Miandad, who played in six 
World Cups from 1975-1996, 
will be the league mentor, while 
Afridi, Sammy and Shoaib 
will be the team mentors. The 
four stalwarts share six major 
world titles, 1,559 international 
matches, 43,057 runs and 992 
wickets between them. Sammy 
and Shahid were team-mates 
in the Peshawar Zalmi team in 
2017 when the team in yellow 
won the Pakistan Super League 
at the Gaddafi Stadium.

Javed Miandad will be in-
volved as an overall mentor, 

assisting the mentors of the six 
sides and the players during 
the tournament.

Afridi, Sammy and Shoaib 
will be part of the team dug-outs 
in the build-up to and during the 
Pakistan Junior League, which 
will be played at the backend of 
Pakistan versus England T20I 
that is scheduled to conclude on 
October 2.

In addition to the team 
mentor roles, the four house-
hold names will also serve as 
event ambassadors and will use 
their knowledge, influence and 
attraction to promote and pub-
licise the first-of-its-kind event. 
Three more team mentors will 
be announced in due course. 

PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja 
in a statement said: “I am de-
lighted that we have been able 
to attract Javed Miandad, Daren 
Sammy, Shahid Afridi and 
Shoaib Malik as mentors for the 
Pakistan Junior League.”

Sports14 Thursday, June 30, 2022


