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QNA
DOHA

THE Cabinet has approved a 
draft decision of the Minister 
of Finance regarding tax and 
customs exemptions for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani, took the decision 
at its regular meeting on 
Wednesday.

At the outset of the meet-
ing, the Cabinet welcomed the 
results of His Highness the 
Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani’s 
official visit to Egypt on June 
24-25.

The Cabinet affirmed  that 

HH the Amir’s talks with 
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi 
have opened new horizons  
for developing bilateral re-
lations and promoting joint 
Arab action.

The Cabinet noted HH the 
Amir’s participation in the 
opening session of the 26th 
Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in Ki-
gali, Rwanda, at the invitation 

of President of the Republic of 
Rwanda Paul Kagame, as well 
his attendance to the opening 
ceremony of the 19th Oran 
2022 Mediterranean Games 
in Oran, the People’s Demo-
cratic Republic of Algeria, 
on June 25 at the invitation 
of President of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Alge-
ria Abdelmadjid Tebboune.

The Cabinet also approved 
a draft Cabinet decision to 
reorganise the National Com-
mittee for Occupational Safety 
and Health.

The Cabinet then ap-
proved a draft decision of the 
Minister of Finance specifying 
additional refund cases for se-
lective tax.

Cabinet approves decision on 
tax exemptions for World Cup

QATAR SENDS MORE AID TO 
QUAKE-HIT AFGHANISTAN

The second shipment of emergency aid provided by the Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD)  
arrived in Afghanistan on board a Qatari Armed Forces plane on Wednesday to support the Af-
ghan people. The move is part of an urgent relief campaign due to the earthquake that recently 
struck the provinces of Khost and Paktika. The shipment contained 13 tonnes of urgent medical 
aid. This shipment comes as a continuation of the previous aid that was delivered on June 25 to 
the affected people in Afghanistan, in cooperation with Qatar Charity, via the airlift of the Qatari 
Armed Forces. On this occasion, QFFD reiterated its commitment to support response pro-
grammes to the relief and humanitarian needs in Afghanistan, along with its strategic partners 
to ensure the delivery of relief aid to the neediest people during crises, natural disasters, and 
conflicts. (QNA) 

THE Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) on Wednesday 
announced the launch of the 
fifth Fath Al Khair Cruise on 
July 4, as part of a cruise 
starting from Malta and in-
cluding ports in Italy, France 
and Spain. Director-General 
of the Cultural Village Foun-
dation Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim 
Al Sulaiti said  that the fifth 
Fath Al Khair Cruise comes 
within the framework of Ka-
tara’s continuous efforts in 
promoting cultural exchanges 
between Qatar and the Arab 
Gulf region on one hand, and 
the Mediterranean coun-
tries on the other, in order 
to raise awareness on the 
Qatari heritage - especially 
the maritime culture, as a 
bridge of communication 
between peoples. The cruise 
also aims to promote the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
present Doha’s preparation 
to host this championship to 
the audience from European 
countries, as well as the 
huge sports facilities the 
Qatar has built for this global 
championship. PAGE 16

Katara launches 
Fath Al Khair 
Cruise to promote 
Qatar World Cup

Minister of State for Energy Affairs HE Eng 
Saad bin Sherida Al Kaabi has affirmed 

that the efforts to achieve quality Qatarisation 
and improve career opportunities for young Qa-
taris, which is in total alignment with the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, remained consistent.

“In this effort, we are all building on the 
Vision’s human development outcome, which 
calls for an increased and diversified participa-
tion of Qataris in the workforce,” Al Kaabi said 
during the Energy Sector’s 22nd Annual Qatari-
zation Review meeting. 

Al Kaabi discussed the challenges during 
the past year of Qatarisation efforts, and com-
mended efforts of the different companies in 
creating ways to ensure that Qatar’s national 
talent are developed to their full potential 
through professionally rewarding career paths.“I 
remain confident that through the hard work and 

innovation of our companies and the education 
community, we will come closer every day to 
achieving the strategic Qatarisation plans for the 
energy sector, and to ensuring that we have a 
very healthy pipeline of qualified and experienced 
Qataris in the years to come,” he noted. PAGE 9

Consistent efforts to achieve  
quality Qatarisation: Al Kaabi

HIA issues advisory for Eid Al Adha holidays
QNA
DOHA

HAMAD International Airport 
(HIA) has advised the pas-
sengers to conduct pick-up 
and drop-off at the short-term 
car park instead of curbside, 
which will ensure a smoother 
experience during Eid Al Adha 
holidays.

This came in a statement 
issued by Hamad Internation-
al Airport on Wednesday. HIA 
said during the upcoming Eid 
Al Adha holidays, there will be 
a high volume of passengers 
departing from Doha starting 
on June 30 and a high peak of 
passengers returning to Doha 
from July 15.

The statement said that 
complimentary car park ser-
vices will be provided at the 

short-term car park according 
to a schedule adding that ac-
cess to the arrival and depar-
ture terminal building will be 
restricted to travelling passen-

gers only.
HIA asked passengers to 

check-in online and arrive 
three hours prior to the flight 
unless the airline has specifi-

cally advised to arrive earlier 
and avail early check-in ser-
vices.

●  Passengers advised 
to check-in online 
and arrive three 
hours prior the flight 
unless the airline has 
specifically advised to 
arrive earlier 

●  Travellers urged 
to conduct pick-up 
and drop-off at the 
short-term car park 
instead of curbside, 
which will ensure a 
smoother experience 

More on page 2 

Continued on page 2 

HE Eng Saad bin Sherida Al Kaabi.

Qatar World Cup 
tickets back on 
sale next week
Tickets will be sold on a first-come & first-served basis

QNA
DOHA

THE remaining tickets for 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will be back on sale next 
week, giving fans an unmiss-
able chance to secure their 
place at the greatest football 
show on Earth.

This was announced by the 
International Football Asso-
ciation (FIFA) on Wednesday.

This time, tickets for the 
first FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab world 
will be sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis, allowing 
fans to confirm their purchase 

immediately after making 
their selection and processing 
the payment. 

The new sales period opens 
via FIFA.com/tickets on Tues-
day, 5 July at 11:00 CET/12:00 
noon in Doha.

With a total of 1.8 million 
tournament tickets having 
been sold already and with 
less than five months to go un-
til the big kick-off, fans inter-
ested in an unforgettable trip 
of a lifetime to Qatar are being 
urged to act swiftly before the 
coveted seats are snapped up. 
In the event of high demand, 
a queue management system 
will apply.

Aside from the host na-
tion, the top 10 countries for 
ticket sales based on country 
of residence in the latest sales 
period include emerging and 
established football hotbeds 
such as Canada, England, 
France, Germany, India, Sau-
di Arabia, Spain, the UAE and 
the USA.

With all 32 qualifying 
teams now confirmed for Qa-
tar, huge worldwide interest 
is anticipated in the new sales 
period, which will close on 
August 16 at 11:00 CET/12:00 
noon in Doha. 

Continued on page 2 

The new ticket sale period opens on  
July 5 at 11:00 CET/12:00 noon in Doha

The ticket sale period ends on August 16 
at 11:00 CET/12:00 noon in Doha

Tickets for the first FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab world allow fans to 
confirm their purchase immediately after 
making their selection and processing the 
payment via FIFA.com 

Fans in Qatar are the most popular for World 
Cup tickets. Fans will be able to purchase up 
to six tickets per match and a maximum of 
60 across the entire tournament
 
Individual match tickets will be available 
across all four price categories, with 
category 4 tickets reserved for  
residents of Qatar 

Go, grab your 
TICKETS!
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Awqaf signs contract to print 700,000 
copies of 5th edition of Mushaf Qatar

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs 
has signed a contract with the 
Turkish ‘Bilnet Printing and 
Publishing’ to print 700,000 
copies of the fifth edition of 
Mushaf Qatar or the Quran of 
Qatar, which includes three 
sizes.

The contract was signed 
by Director of the Financial 
and Administrative Affairs 
Department at the ministry 
Ahmed Al Nuaimi and Gen-
eral Manager of the Bilnet 
Printing and Publishing Ertu-
grul Ozturk.

The contract stipulates 
that the printing process will 
take a full year from the date 
of the signing, including the 
paper supply period, bringing 
the number of printed copies 
of Mushaf Qatar in all sizes 
upon completion and receipt 
of the fifth edition to about 
3.4 million copies, since the 
launch of Mushaf Qatar in 
2010.

Advisor to Minister of En-
dowments and Islamic Affairs 
and supervisor of the printing 
of Qatar’s Qur’an Dr Khalifa 

bin Jassim Al Kuwari said, 
“The Qatar Qur’an project is 
the vision of an Amir and the 
path of a State.” 

Dr Kuwari stressed the 
keenness of Minister of En-
dowments and Islamic Af-
fairs to adhere to the high-
est standards in printing the 
Quran, in terms of paper, type 
of ink, binding, decoration, 
colours and all materials used 
in printing. 

He also pointed out that 
the selection of the printing 
press is also subject to precise 

technical criteria.
He explained that the Bil-

net Printing meets these crite-
ria and it had already printed 
the third and fourth editions 
of the Quran of Qatar, which 
is the first Quran in the world 
to be written through an in-
ternational competition in 
Arabic calligraphy in which 
120 of the most skilled callig-
raphers in the Islamic world 
competed for the honour of 
scribing the Quran manu-
script, with the competition 
also being judged by a jury 

composed of world experts in 
the arts of Arabic calligraphy, 
not to mention the other com-
petitions related to the gilding 
and decoration of the Quran.

Kuwari added that the 5th 
edition of the Quran of Qatar 
includes three sizes, the large 
size is 28 x 20 by 150,000 
copies, the medium size is 20 
x 14 by 500,000 copies, and 
the small size is 14 x 10 by 
50,000 copies.

Regarding the standards 
of the fifth edition, he stated 
that there are work teams that 

will supervise the printing of 
the Quran to ensure the min-
istry’s standards are met, so 
that the Quran copies turn out 
in a form that befits the Book 
of God and reflect clearly the 
dedication Qatar gives to the 
Quran.

In response to a question 
about whether there is a plan 
to print the Quran of Qatar 
with a recitation other than 
the “Hafs” recitation, D Ku-
wari explained that there is 
an idea to issue an edition in 
the “Warsh” recitation, but 
in the Qatar Quran script, 
noting that it is easy to make 
automatic modifications to 
the Quran to match it with 
the required recitation, while 
adhering to the given type of 
font of the Quran.

For his part, Ertugrul Oz-
turk expressed his pride in 
cooperating with the Ministry 
of Endowments and Islamic 
Affairs in printing the Quran 
of Qatar’s 5th edition, after 
the printing press distinctly 
succeeded in the last two edi-
tions. 

He stressed his commit-
ment to continue to print the 
Quran according to the best 
technical standards.

AMIR SENDS MESSAGE TO SAUDI KING

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent a written message to the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia, per-
taining to the strong relations between the two countries and the ways to develop them. The 
message was received by Minister of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
bin Abdullah Al Saud during a meeting with Ambassador of Qatar to Saudi Arabia HE Bandar 
bin Mohamed Al Attiyah on Wednesday. (QNA)

The contract was signed by Director of the Financial and Administrative Affairs Department at the ministry 
Ahmed Al Nuaimi and General Manager of the Bilnet Printing and Publishing Ertugrul Ozturk.

Cabinet approves decision to regulate 
private charity formation

THE Cabinet also approved a draft 
decision of the Minister of Social De-
velopment and Family to issue forms 
of contract or document establishing 
private charitable associations and 
institutions and their respective stat-
utes. The Cabinet approved the adop-
tion of a draft decision of the Minister 
of Social Development and Family to 
form the Tender and Auctions Com-
mittee in the Ministry.

The Cabinet then reviewed the 

following topics and took the ap-
propriate decisions:

1- The first and second annual 
reports of the Statistics Advisory 
Committee.

2- Report No. 52 on the results 
of the work of the National Com-
mittee for the Prohibition of Weap-
ons during the period from 1/1 to 
30/4/2022.

3- Results of the 60th session 
of the United Nations Commission 
for Social Development (New York 
- Feb. 2022).

Labour minister chairs NCCHT meeting
THE National Committee to Com-
bat Human Trafficking (NCCHT) 
held its second regular meeting 
for the year 2022 under the chair-
manship of HE Dr Ali bin Smaikh 
Al Marri, Minister of Labour and 
Chairman of the National Com-
mittee to Combat Human Traf-
ficking. 

During the meeting, the com-
mittee members reviewed several 
motions and projects aimed at en-
hancing protection and support for 
victims of human trafficking, sup-
porting the role of the NCCHT and 
enhancing coordination between 
the committee and the concerned 
state authorities. (TNN)

Continued from page 1 Amir congratulates president of Seychelles
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Wednesday a cable of congratulations to President of Seychelles 
Wavel Ramkalawan on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of Seychelles
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani 
sent on Wednesday a cable of congratulations to President of Sey-
chelles Wavel Ramkalawan on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Prime Minister sends greetings to president of Seychelles
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Wednesday a cable of 
congratulations to President of Seychelles Wavel Ramkalawan 
on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

FM confers with Iranian counterpart
DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani held a phone call with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran Dr Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
on Wednesday. During the phone call, they reviewed bilateral 
relations between the two countries, the latest regional develop-
ments, the latest developments in the nuclear agreement talks, 
and exchanged views on issues of common interest. (QNA)

Minister of Labour meets Sri Lankan minister 
MINISTER of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Samikh Al Marri met with Minis-
ter of Power and Energy of Sri Lanka Kanchana Wijesekera in Doha 
on Wednesday. During the meeting, the two sides reviewed the 
cooperation aspects and the ways to boost them between the two 
countries, particularly the matters pertaining to labour field. (QNA)

Shura secretary-general meets IPU secretary-general
SECRETARY-GENERAL of the Shura Council and President of the 
Arab Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (AASGP) 
HE Dr Ahmed bin Nasser Al Fadhala met with Secretary-General 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Martin Chungong on 
Wednesday. During the meeting, which was held via videocon-
ferencing, they discussed the ways IPU can support the AASGP. 
They also touched on areas of cooperation between the two 
sides in supporting and rehabilitating the secretariat of Arab 
parliaments. (QNA)

Quick read

HIA launches Digital Twin initiative
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HAMAD International Airport 
(HIA) has officially launched an 
innovative ‘Digital Twin’ initiative 
as part of its smart airport pro-
gramme. 

This Digital Twin provides 
a real-time view of the airport 
through an intuitive 3D interface. 
Its powerful analytical engine in-
tegrates information from multi-
ple airport systems to provide in-
telligent recommendations to help 
optimise operations. 

The development combined 
3D modelling techniques, data-
analytics and Artificial Intelli-
gence to deliver improved, faster 
and data-driven decision making. 
The Digital Twin manages aircraft 
stand conflicts, enables effective 
responses to alerts and monitors 
the health of critical airport as-
sets. It utilises the right data at the 
right time to allow optimisation of 
resources to minimise asset down-
time.

The airport industry is rec-

ognising the potential of Digital 
Twin technology to support criti-
cal airport operations. HIA’s Digi-
tal Twin initiative has been recog-
nised as the ‘Smart Solution of the 
Year’, earning it an award at the 
Qatar IT Business Awards.

Senior Vice-President Tech-
nology and Innovation at Hamad 
International Airport Suhail Kadri 
said, “Hamad International Air-
port, in conjunction with indus-
try partner SITA, is shaping the 
future of the airport industry by 
being one of the few airports in 
the world to develop a functioning 
digital twin and experiment with 
challenging use cases, ushering in 
a new era of efficiency.”

“This one-of-a-kind technol-

ogy will continue to mature and 
radically change how operational 
teams across the airport consume 
information and make decisions. 
We are delighted to be first mov-
ers in this area and accelerate the 
adoption of this breakthrough 
technology, which will ultimately 
benefit passengers, our airline 
partners and all airport stakehold-
ers,” Kadri added.

Hani El-Assaad, SITA presi-
dent, Middle East and Africa, said: 
“Many congratulations to HIA for 
winning the ‘Smart Solution of the 
Year’ award. We’re delighted that 
our digital twin technology was 
part of that win.”

“Digital twin has huge poten-
tial for airports looking to stream-
line their operations, which are 
hugely complex, involving many 
stakeholders, assets and activities. 
By creating the digital twin of an 
airport, we can capture everything 
that is happening at the airport in 
a holistic view. This has enabled 
HIA to make more informed de-
cisions and improve their opera-
tions.”

Arrive 3 hours before flight, avoid 
curbside pick-up and drop-off: HIA

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD International Airport has an-
nounced that during the upcoming Eid 
Al-Adha holidays, there will be a high 
volume of passengers departing from 
Doha starting on June 30, 2022, and 
a high peak of passengers returning 
to Doha from July 15, 2022. The air-
port authority called on passengers to 
keep the following in mind, to ensure a 
smooth travel experience through the 
airport.

Airport Access and Car Park 
Services:

• Passengers are advised to conduct 
pick-up and drop-off at the short-term 
car park instead of curbside, which will 
ensure a smoother experience.

• Complimentary car park services 
will be provided at the short-term car 
park according to the following sched-
ule:

• June 30, 2022 00:00 hrs to July 1, 
2022 23:59 hrs- First one hour free

• July 7, 2022 00:00 hrs to July 8, 

2022 23:59 hrs- First one hour free
• July 15, 2022 to July 18, 2022 (four 

days) free from 23:00 hrs to 03:00 hrs 
(four hours)

• July 22, 2022 to July 23, 2022 (two 
days) free from 23:00 hrs to 03:00 hrs 
(four hours)

• Access to the arrival and departure 
terminal building will be restricted to 
travelling passengers only.

Check-in and Immigration:
• Please check-in online and arrive 

three hours prior to your flight unless 
your airline has specifically advised you 
to arrive earlier and avail early check-in 
services.

• Check-in desks will close sixty min-
utes prior to departure time.

• Qatar Airways customers are ad-
vised to use the self-service check-in 
and bag-drop facilities, which enables 
passengers to check-in, print boarding 
passes and bag tags; tag their bags and 
drop them at the bag drop swiftly before 
proceeding to border control.

• Use the E-gate facilities to expedite 
the immigration process.

• Families travelling with children 
must use the regular immigration coun-
ters

Baggage Guidelines and Care:
• Baggage allowance and weight re-

strictions will be firmly applied by air-
lines, so travellers are advised to enquire 
about baggage guidelines from their 
specific airline.

• Baggage repack area is available 
for passengers at the departure hall with 
luggage weighing machines.

• Please avoid wrapping check-in 
luggage with cling wrap plastic material 
as this may lead to damage – incase re-
quired, travellers may use the bag wrap 
service available at the departure hall.

Security Check:
• Personal items like watches, 

belts, wallets, jewellery must be 
placed safely inside the bag instead of 
loosely placed in trays before security 
screening.

• Electronic items larger than mo-
bile phones need to be removed from 
bags and placed in trays for X-ray 
screening.

Fans encouraged to avoid 
fake/invalid tickets, sites

FANS are encouraged to plan 
their trip to Qatar carefully and 
stay away from unauthorised 
websites and fake/invalid tickets. 
The only official channel from 
which to obtain FIFA World 
Cup tickets is FIFA.com/tickets. 
Individual Match Tickets will be 
available across all four price cat-
egories, with category 4 tickets 
reserved for residents of Qatar.

Fans will be able to purchase 
up to six tickets per match and 
a maximum of 60 across the 
entire tournament. There is 
also the opportunity to attend 
more than one group game on 
the same day at the beginning 
of the tournament in line with 
the match compatibility rules. 
Disabled people and people with 
limited mobility are entitled to a 
dedicated allocation of Accessi-
bility Tickets.

FIFA, FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 LLC and Qatar’s Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
& Legacy have committed to re-
ducing and offsetting all carbon 
emissions related to the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 including the 
travel-related emissions of all 
ticket holders.

Ahead of the tournament, 
FIFA is inviting fans to raise a 
“Green Card for the Planet” to 
highlight awareness of the need 
to protect the environment. 
Besides sharing a video mes-
sage where they mention an ac-
tion that they will undertake to 
protect the environment while 
also requesting others to follow 
suit, fans who have already had 
their tickets confirmed are be-
ing invited via email to pledge to 
reduce their own carbon emis-
sions and earn a chance to win a 
voucher for a memorable souve-
nir to take home from Qatar.

Continued from page 1 
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
signed a cooperation agree-
ment with Al Meera Company 
to be among the companies 
that receive the ‘Humanitar-
ian Partner’ label in the gold 
category to contribute to sup-
porting humanitarian work 
and community service.

The agreement was signed 
by Ahmed Yousef Fakhro, as-
sistant CEO of Resources De-
velopment and Media Sector 
at Qatar Charity, and Saeed 
Al Nabit, executive director of 
Administration and Human 
Resources at Al Meera.

Under the agreement, Al 
Meera Consumer Goods Com-
pany will enjoy the media and 
advertising benefits and ser-
vices provided by the Humani-
tarian Partner Programme, 
promotion of Qatar Charity’s 
products through its various 
outlets, and special marketing 

of the ‘Humanitarian Partner’ 
brand in all branches as well.

Al Meera is committed 
to promoting Qatar Char-
ity’s seasonal products such 
as Ramadan, sacrifices and 
the back-to-school season, in 
addition to its marketing ser-
vices, with the ‘Humanitar-
ian Partner’ sign on the main 
products.

The most popular is Al 
Meera Consumer Goods Com-

pany which is marketing new 
products such as the ‘humani-
tarian barcode’, in support of 
the humanitarian programmes 
and projects implemented by 
Qatar Charity for the benefit of 
the target groups.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Fakhro welcomed the Al 
Meera Company, a national 
company that manages the 
largest network of branches in 
the country, to the ‘Humani-

tarian Partner’ programme 
and the general humanitarian 
work in line with its social re-
sponsibility programme, and 
as a contribution to serving 
the local community.

He said, “The signing of 
this agreement comes as a con-
tinuation of our close coopera-
tion with Al Meera, which ex-
tends for many years through 
its various initiatives such as 
‘Meer and Donation’, in addi-
tion to its continuous support 
for Qatar Charity’s initiatives, 
such as ‘Make them happy to 
make you happy’, and its per-
manent support through the 
presence of collection points 
in all Al Meera branches. We 
are very much looking forward 
to strengthening this coopera-
tion in the future and expand-
ing its scope in various fields 
of humanitarian work.”

Al Meera Consumer Goods 
Company stated, “We are 
pleased to sign this agreement 
and humanitarian partnership 

with Qatar Charity, hoping to 
devote our efforts as partners 
in supporting charitable work 
in the service of the local com-
munity and humanitarian is-
sues.

“The signing of this agree-
ment stems from our firm be-
lief in the importance of social 
responsibility entrusted to us, 
and the company is working to 
harness its resources to spon-
sor and support community 
events and local initiatives to 
contribute to enhancing their 
positive impact on individuals, 
the environment and society.”

The ‘Humanitarian Part-
ner’ programme is a private 
brand granted by Qatar Char-
ity to commercial institutions 
and companies under differ-
ent conditions and levels, in 
return for its support for pro-
jects and campaigns imple-
mented by Qatar Charity for 
the benefit of the target groups 
to enhance its responsibility 
towards society.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Embassy of the United 
States in Qatar and the 3-2-
1 Qatar Olympic and Sports 
Museum, in collaboration with 
the Years of Culture initiative, 
hosted a panel discussion on 
the theme ‘Sports as a Tool for 
Inclusion’ in celebration of the 
50th anniversary of US-Qatar 
diplomatic relations and as a 
legacy programme for the Qa-
tar-USA 2021 Year of Culture.

Guests watched a clip from 
the acclaimed 2021 American 
film ‘King Richard’, followed 
by a panel of sports leaders 
and influencers on creating 
a culture of equity and inclu-
sion through sports. Based 

on a true story, ‘King Richard’ 
follows the childhood and rise 
to stardom of the inimitable 
Venus and Serena Williams – 
exemplars of the best players 
of all time who changed the 
sport of tennis forever. Mem-
bers from Qatar Museums, the 
Qatar Tennis and Squash Fed-
eration, Generation Amazing, 
and the Qatari Skeet Shooting 
team joined the panel.

In her opening remarks, 
US Embassy Chargé d’Affaires 
Evyenia Sidereas said, “Sports 
bring people together across 
country borders and cultural 
differences, as we will all see 
later this year. They instill 
qualities of collaboration, re-
silience, perseverance; have a 
multiplying effect on health, 

education, leadership, self-es-
teem, social bonds; and chal-
lenge gender bias.”  Sidereas 
went on to say, “Sports brings 
together athletes, fans, fami-
lies, businesses, sports admin-
istrators, civil society, and 
community leaders – we all 
have a role to play in instilling 
gender equality and inclusion.” 

Amna Hamad, the Youth 
Engagement Senior Officer 
at Generation Amazing, re-
marked, “If young women are 
able to see other women in a 
broad spectrum of professions, 
they realize that they are rep-
resented and welcomed, which 
inspires them to go on to match 
or surpass the people they look 
up to irrespective of their origi-
nal expectations.” Abdulla Y Al 

Mulla, the Director at the 3-2-1 
Qatar Olympic and Sports Mu-
seum commented on the role 
representation plays in inclu-
sion; Skeet shooter Reem Al 
Sharshani shared how society 
can help others feel included 
in sports; and the Executive 
Director of the Qatar Tennis 
and Squash Federation, Saad 
Al Mohannadi, spoke to the 
opportunities that still exist in 
making sports more inclusive.

The panel prefaces the 
2022 US-Qatar Women’s Soc-
cer Exchange, sponsored by 
the US Department of State 
and facilitated by the US Em-
bassy in Doha. The women’s 
soccer programme will include 
eight Qatar-based coaches, 
players, and sports admin-

istrators from Generation 
Amazing, Qatar Foundation, 
and the Qatar Women’s Sports 
Committee. The programme 
will focus on the social issue 
of women in sports entrepre-
neurship and will build lasting 
connections meant to support 
the development of women’s 
soccer in the future.

The US segment is sched-
uled for mid-September in San 
Francisco and will include soc-
cer clinics with social justice 
and women empowerment 
community leaders; cultural 
visits and tours with profes-
sional clubs and grassroots 
programmes; meetings with 
leading, current, and former 
US soccer players among other 
things.

QNA 
BAKU

PRIME Minister of Azerbai-
jan Ali Asadov met Attorney-
General HE Dr Issa bin Saad 
Al Jafali Al Nuaimi in Baku on 
Wednesday.

During the meeting, the 
two sides exchanged points 
of view on a range of topics of 
common interest. The meet-
ing was attended by Ambassa-
dor of Qatar to Azerbaijan HE 
Faisal bin Abdullah Al Hanzab. 

The attorney-general also 

signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with Gen-
eral Prosecutor of Azerbaijan 
Kamran Aliyev to boost the co-
operation between the Public 
Prosecution in Qatar and the 
Office of the General Prosecu-
tor in Azerbaijan.

The MoU intends to pro-
mote cooperation in multiple 
fields, including exchange of in-
formation on the laws of the two 
countries, innovative strategies 
pertaining to criminal prosecu-
tion, exchange of experience, 
joint training that includes field 

trips and sharing researches 
and legal materials, in addition 
to other fields of cooperation as-
pects. The memorandum of un-
derstanding signing ceremony 
was attended by Ambassador of 
Qatar to Azerbaijan HE Faisal 
bin Abdullah Al Hanzab.

Qatar Charity, Al Meera enter cooperation 
agreement to support humanitarian cause

US Embassy hosts panel discussion on ‘Sports as a Tool for Inclusion’

Attorney-General meets Azerbaijan PM; inks MoU with Public Prosecutor

Young entrepreneurs test their skills in competition hosted by QSTP and partners
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MIDDLE school students from 
eight Arabic schools in Qatar 
put their entrepreneurial skills 
to the test during the inau-
gural Young Entrepreneurs 
Competition, held in collabo-
ration between Qatar Science 
and Technology Park (QSTP), 
Qatar Career Development 
Centre (QCDC), Teach for Qa-
tar, and Bedaya Centre.

Gharam Al-Yafi (also an 
alumna of QSTP’s Arab Inno-
vation Academy 2019) along 
with two other leading teach-
ers on the initiative, Diana 
Aref, and Fikria Al-Dous, en-
rolled in the Teach for Qatar 
programme and established 
the Young Entrepreneurs 
Competition as their gradu-
ation programme. Through 
their participation in the 
Meshkat programme they re-
ceived training and guidance 
which they successfully ap-
plied and delivered to their 
students. Experts from the 

Meshkat programme trained 
the teachers on entrepreneur-
ship in line with Qatar Foun-
dation’s (QF) philosophy of 
enhanced collaboration.

The Meshkat programme 
was jointly developed in 2020 
by QF members QSTP and 
QCDC to raise awareness of 
technology, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship among Qa-
tar’s high school students, and 
features workshops, academic 
clinics, an introductory semi-
nar on entrepreneurship and 
technological innovation, and 
a visit to QSTP’s facilities.

The three teachers also 
participated in the teaching 
and leadership development 
programme at Teach for Qatar, 
establishing their new initiative 
as part of their final graduation 
project. The programme is de-
signed to be delivered entirely 
in Arabic, and serves as a plat-
form for Arab students to clear-
ly understand the essentials 
of tech entrepreneurship. The 
programme also encourages 
critical thinking, creativity, and 

innovation; key elements of the 
human and social development 
components of the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Hayfa Al Abdulla, QSTP 
Innovation Director, said, “We 
are proud to have combined 
efforts with other leading play-
ers in Qatar’s educational and 
entrepreneurial ecosystems 
to magnify the impact of the 
Meshkat programme. Since its 
inception this programme has 
served as a catalyst to both en-
hance the level of knowledge 
and develop the capabilities of 
our younger generation, who 
are keen to explore the inspir-
ing and competitive world of 

technology and innovation.”
Throughout the competi-

tion, teams of students com-
pleted a series of dedicated 
workshops to gain insights 
into the entrepreneurial jour-
ney and explore the various 
stages of tech innovation, such 
as concept building and valida-
tion. They then had the chance 
to pitch their startup ideas to 
an expert panel of judges com-
posed of representatives from 
QSTP, QCDC, Teach for Qatar 
and Bedaya Centre. Three win-
ners were selected: students 
from Soda bin Zamaa School 
came in first place, Fatima Al 
Zahraa For Girls School ranked 

second, and Maria Al Qutbia 
School came in third. 

“The impressive calibre 
of the pitches from students 
during the Young Entrepre-
neurs Competition was on par 
with the quality and depth of 
projects we have seen at uni-
versity level. This speaks vol-
umes about the strength of the 
Meshkat programme in equip-
ping its trainees with a strong 
set of entrepreneurial skills and 
empowering them to deliver 
impact,” Al Abdulla noted.

“The Young Entrepre-
neurs Competition reflects our 
mission to contribute to the 
professional development of 

our students, help them be-
come independent thinkers, 
and make informed decisions 
about their future careers. We 
are glad to collaborate with 
QSTP and our other partners 
in organising the successful 
inaugural edition of this com-
petition, which is helping our 
young talent identify at an ear-
ly age the best way for them to 
contribute to the development 
and prosperity of our country.

“Qatar has an evolving 
entrepreneurship ecosystem, 
and we are glad to be an active 
force in further developing it. 
As the country’s leading centre 
for career guidance, QCDC will 

continue to support our young 
entrepreneurs and guide them 
to effectively translate their 
ambition and ideas into im-
pact. I congratulate all the win-
ners and participants and en-
courage them to keep pushing 
themselves,” Abdullah Al Man-
soori, Director, QCDC, said.

Senior Entrepreneurship 
Advisor at Bedaya Centre, 
Ahmed Al Saygh, said: “Our 
role in this competition was to 
help provide the right level of 
education, to help Qatar’s stu-
dents unleash their creativity 
and hone their business mind-
set. Through our workshops, 
the teams were able to learn 
how to use SWOT analyses and 
the business model canvases 
in a real-world application, for 
example. During their pitches, 
we were proud to see the level 
of detail the students includ-
ed, and that they were able to 
connect their project ideas to 
serve the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030. We look forward to 
seeing how their projects de-
velop in the future.”

MoEHE officials 
meet education,
training centres’
officials, owners  

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education (MoE-
HE), represented by the Pri-
vate Education Affairs Sector, 
held a meeting with the own-
ers and officials of educational 
and training centres in the 
country to discuss the services 
provided by the centres, their 
quality and the extent of de-
mand for them, especially as 
the centres return to work at 
full capacity after the removal 
of the COVID-19 restrictions.

The meeting reviewed the 
follow-up process of these cen-
tres and assessed their perfor-
mance, compliance with the 
law and the licences granted 
to them, and the granting and 
renewal of the necessary li-
cences to carry out their func-
tions easily. In addition to the 
challenges these centres face 
in performing their tasks and 
mission and the difficulties 
that can hinder the satisfac-
tory delivery of their services, 
ideas and proposals that would 
overcome these obstacles were 
exchanged and provided the 
necessary solutions to them.

Assistant Undersecretary 
for Special Education Affairs 
at the MoEHE Omar Abdulaziz 
Al Nama praised the coop-
eration between educational 
and training centres and the 
private education sector. He 
praised their role in enhancing 
the skills of those enrolled, and 
stressed that this role comple-
ments the role of educational 
institutions such as schools 
and universities in the state.

Al Nama called on the own-
ers and officials of the centres to 

continue to work to develop the 
level of services provided, meet 
the requirements of the public 
and keep pace with their chang-
ing and diverse needs. He said 
the ministry is keen to support 
the investor in the private edu-
cation sector by providing vari-
ous types of support, guidance 
and communication, including 
for investing in private schools 
and kindergartens or in educa-
tional and training centres.

The country has 169 educa-
tional and training centres that 
provide administrative train-
ing, foreign language educa-
tion, strengthening lessons, 
educational training, comput-
er education, art classes and 
education for people with spe-
cial needs.

The meeting re-
viewed the follow-
up process of these 

centres and as-
sessed their per-

formance, compli-
ance with the law 
and the licences 
granted to them, 
and the granting 

and renewal of the 
necessary licences 
to carry out their 
functions easily

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in coop-
eration with Al Fardan Auto-
mobiles, Qatar’s BMW dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of BMW iX xDrive 40, and iX 
xDrive M60, 2022 model, due 
to software error in the airbag 
control unit.

The ministry has also re-
called BMW K 1600 GTL and 
K 1600 B, 2019-2020 models, 
due to unstable suspension on 
drive which reduces driving 
stability. 

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that car dealers follow 

up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it 
will coordinate with the dealer 
to follow up on the mainte-
nance and repair works and 
will communicate with cus-
tomers to ensure that the nec-
essary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Centre: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, 
Instagram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QA-
TAR.

MoCI orders recall of 
faulty BMW models
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Tribune news neTwork
DOHA

Qatar airways (Qa), the Official air-
line Partner of Paris Saint-Germain 
since 2020, has been announced as the 
new Official Jersey Partner for the star-
studded French football champions in 
a multi-year partnership, starting from 
the 2022/23 season.

With 46 major trophies across all 
competitions, Paris Saint-Germain is 
an iconic global club that transcends 
sport and incorporates the worlds of 
entertainment and fashion to be posi-
tioned as a leading sporting and life-
style brand. 

the Parc des Princes is home to 
the French Champions who have won 
the ‘Ligue 1’ title 10 times and are one 
of three clubs in Europe to reach the 
knockout stages of the UEFa Cham-
pions League every season since 
2012.

Paris Saint-Germain will play an 
important role in Qatar airways’ ex-
tensive sponsorship portfolio and will 
connect and engage its brand with the 
club’s hundreds of millions of fans 
world-wide, while providing unique 

experiences to reward its Privilege 
Club members, which will become the 
Official Frequent Flyer Programme of 
Paris Saint-Germain. 

In addition, Qatar airways Holi-
days will be offering official Paris 
Saint-Germain fan travel packages, 
bringing football enthusiasts from 
around the world to Paris to enjoy the 
city and see some of the best players in 
football, such as Kylian Mbappé, Li-
onel Messi, Neymar Jr, Sergio ramos 
and Marquinhos. Packages will include 
return flights, accommodation and 
match tickets.  

Qatar airways Chief Commercial 
Officer thierry antinori said, “We have 

entered a new era in our partnership 
with one of the biggest clubs in the 
world - Paris Saint-Germain. Our con-
nection with the club has gone from 
strength to strength, and the new sea-
son will feature Qatar airways on the 
front of the club’s kits; one of football’s 
most recognised jerseys. Similar to Qa-
tar airways, the club has big ambitions 
in football and we look forward to be-
ing a part of their success in the coming 
years.”

“the announcement of a new jer-
sey partner is a milestone for the club,” 
said Marc armstrong, Chief Partner-
ships Officer of Paris Saint-Germain. 
“We are delighted to see Qatar airways 

step up their commitment to the Paris 
Saint-Germain family. Qatar airways 
is involved in sport. It is an ambitious 
airline, one of the most acclaimed in 
the world. By featuring on the rouge & 
Blue shirt, Qatar airways will increase 
its global visibility and integration into 
football just a few months before the 
World Cup starts in Qatar and way be-
yond it too.”

Meanwhile, Hamad International 
airport (HIa) in Doha, voted as the 
airport of the Year for the second time 
in a row, and Qatar Duty Free (QDF) 
will be the Official airport and Official 
Duty Free, respectively of Paris Saint-
Germain. QDF will also be expanding 
the Club’s official fan store in the air-
port to provide fans the opportunity 
to secure a wide range of official club 
merchandise.

Paris Saint-Germain will elevate 
Qatar airways’ extensive sports port-
folio supported by the World’s Best 
airline, including the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022, FC Bayern München in 
Germany, Concacaf, Conmebol, and 
additional partnerships across multi-
ple sports disciplines such as equestri-
anism, kitesurfing, padel and tennis.

QA to become Paris Saint-Germain’s 
Official Jersey Partner from 2022-23

Tribune news neTwork
DOHA

tHE Communications regu-
latory authority (Cra) has 
issued an updated version 
of the Spectrum Plan for the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which includes detailed 
information added to the 
original Plan that Cra had 
published on November 21, 
2020. this is in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
International Federation of 
association Football (FIFa), 
which requires the authority 
responsible for managing the 
radio spectrum in the host 
country to publish and up-
date the Spectrum Plan, as 
needed.

the Spectrum Plan con-
tributes to ensuring the 
authorised use of the ra-
dio spectrum in Qatar and 
achieving the desired suc-
cess before and during the 
hosting of the event. the 
second edition of the Plan 
provides some in-depth up-
dates to the frequency plans 
for the wireless systems and 
applications expected to be 
used during the host of the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022. 
It also extends new available 
frequency bands or wireless 
technologies that will be de-
ployed or used for the first 
time in this edition of the 
World Cup.

this new version comes 
after Cra’s successful man-
agement of the Spectrum 
Plan during the FIFa arab 
Cup Qatar 2021 and the ex-
perience that Cra gained 
through its dealing with all 
stakeholders from various 
sectors that were seeking to 
obtain the radio spectrum 
for their systems and appli-
cations during the event.

the new version of the 

Spectrum Plan for the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in-
cludes a comprehensive up-
date of the appendix related 
to the e-Spectrum Portal ap-
plication Process that was 
recently developed and up-
graded by Cra. the updated 
appendix also provides de-
tailed description of the pro-
cess to use the Cra’s Special 
Events Portal and covers the 
steps to submit spectrum ap-
plications and requirements, 
scheduling testing and tag-
ging appointments as well 
as tracking and downloading 
authorizations and radio li-
cences.

the Spectrum Plan for the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
considers all radio spectrum 
requirements for a wide 
range of modern wireless 
applications, in addition to 
the systems and applications 
that are already in use in the 
country by several national 
sectors. the updated Spec-
trum Plan can be accessed 
through Cra’s website via 
the below link: https://www.
cra.gov.qa/document/spec-
trum-plan-for-fifa-world-
cup---qatar-2022

CRA unveils updated 
Spectrum Plan for  
FIFA WC Qatar 2022

QA Holidays announces holiday packages for Thailand
Tribune news neTwork

DOHA

IN the build-up to summer travel, Qa-
tar airways Holidays (QrH) has intro-
duced amazing travel packages to Bang-
kok and Phuket, providing incredible 
savings and add-ons for hassle-free va-
cations. On the occasion of the launch, 
QrH is hosting a social media compe-
tition in which participants can win a 
three-night stay in Bangkok or Phuket.

Beautiful white sand beaches, un-
tamed jungles and charming cities are 
a few of the attractions in thailand that 
visitors can anticipate discovering. Visi-
tors to Phuket will experience a mix of 
relaxation and excitement. From swim-
ming in emerald waters and exploring 
lush jungles and hidden coves at the 

one-of-a-kind five-star resort of Kee-
mala Phuket, to unwinding in a world 
of luxury at angsana Laguna Phuket, 
a state-of-the-art hotel located on the 
beach, there is something for everyone.

those seeking to explore the vi-
brant metropolis of Bangkok should 
visit Siam Square for an opulent shop-
ping experience, as well as Silom for a 
vibrant nightlife and mouth-watering 

thai street food. the summer holiday 
packages include stays in handpicked 
five-star hotels that allow guests to re-
lax and recharge while soaking in views 
from the rooftop pool at the avani+ 
riverside Bangkok, and pampering at 
the Waldorf astoria Bangkok.

the competition on social media 
will spark travellers’ creativity with two 
amazing prizes, the first one being a holi-
day travel package to Bangkok, inclusive 
of return Economy Class tickets for two 
passengers from Doha to Bangkok with 
Qatar airways, and a three-night stay at 
the Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel, includ-
ing breakfast for two. the second prize 
is a travel package to Phuket, which in-
cludes return Economy Class tickets for 
two passengers from Doha to Phuket and 
a three-night stay at the anantara Layan 

Hotel, as well as breakfast for two. Until 
July 21, 2022, participants can create a 
video explaining why they would like to 
travel to thailand, and enter the com-
petition by uploading the video on Ins-
tagram using the #QrHthailand2022, 
#Halathailand and #amazingthailand 
hashtags, while tagging @qatarairway-
sholidays’ official page.

QrH’s travel packages for Bang-
kok start at Qr4,713 and Qr4,712 for 
Phuket, including return flight tickets, 
transfers to and from the airport, and 
three-night stays in a luxurious ho-
tel, with breakfast. travellers will also 
enjoy added benefits, including free 
tours and experiences, room upgrades, 
food and beverage discounts, vouchers 
to spend at their preferred hotel and 
many more exclusive offers. 
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Minister of Transport HE 
Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti 
met with Minister of Tourism 
and Air Transport of Senegal 
Alioune Sarr in Senegalese 
capital Dakar on Wednesday. 
The two ministers reviewed 
Qatar-Senegal cooperation 
in the fields of air transpor-
tation and civil aviation, and 
the ways to enhance them. 
Qatar’s Ambassador to 
Senegal HE Mohammed bin 
Kurdi Al Marri attended the 
meeting. (TNN)

Turkish Airlines and Air Serbia strengthen cooperation
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Turkish Airlines, the flag car-
rier of Turkey, and Air serbia, 
the national airline of serbia, 
have announced an additional 
enhancement of their com-
mercial cooperation with a new 
memorandum of understand-
ing (Mou) signed in Doha dur-
ing 78th iATA Annual General 
Meeting in the presence of the 
two companies’ CEOs -- Bilal 
Ekşi and Jiří Marek.

Turkish Airlines and Air 
serbia will further explore the 
ways to deeper commercial co-
operation, possibly leading to 

Joint Venture, which will en-
able the two companies to offer 
more competitive and more af-
fordable flights between Turkey 
and serbia, improve the qual-
ity of services currently offered, 
as well as expand the offer and 
benefits for all passengers. 

As a part of this expansion of 
cooperation, starting from July, 
Air serbia will introduce addi-
tional flights on the Belgrade-
istanbul route, growing into 10 
flights per week between Bel-
grade and istanbul, while Turk-
ish Airlines will allocate wide-
body aircraft to this route twice 
a week. 

Within the scope of agreed 

Mou, both parties will negotiate 
to boost existing cooperation in 
terms of codeshare, cargo and 
Frequent Flyer Programme 
(FFP) while developing cooper-
ation alternatives on passenger 
lounges in their networks. 

Commenting on the Mou, 
CEO of Turkish Airlines Bilal 
Ekşi said; “When we consider 
the global network today, we 
see how important partnership 
development in the global avia-
tion industry is. increasing the 
bilateral relations between our 
countries and improving the co-
operation through our networks 
are essential for us, especially 
after the pandemic. 

“in this regard, we are de-
lighted to sign this Mou with 
Air serbia to explore enhanced 
cooperation opportunities and 
negotiate to expand our existing 
partnership now. We would like 
to thank Jiří Marek and his team 
on this occasion for their con-
tinuous support on our common 
works which will further contrib-
ute to the improvement of the 
relations between our airlines, 
countries and communities.”

Jiří Marek, CEO of Air ser-
bia, stated: “it is our pleasure to 
announce that Air serbia and 
Turkish Airlines will continue to 
look for new commercial oppor-
tunities for creating efficient and 

mutually beneficial relation-
ships, while considering the op-
tion of joining forces to achieve 
better connectivity and offer for 
our customers through possible 
Joint Venture on the services 
between serbia and Turkey. in 
this way, we are contributing to 
the improvement of relations 
between our two states, in the 
interest of users and communi-
ties in both countries.”

During their cooperation 
so far, the two companies have 
adopted and upgraded multiple 
times code-share agreements 
for flights to destinations within 
the networks of Turkish Airlines 
and Air serbia. 

ACS Doha hosts ‘Pathways to Tomorrow’ seminar
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

ACs international school Doha 
recently hosted the ‘Pathways 
to Tomorrow’ seminar to 
launch its exciting breadth of 
high school curriculum op-
tions open to students as they 
advance to university place-
ments and future careers.  

The event was held for cur-
rent and prospective parents 
on ACs Doha’s landmark Al 
kheesa campus, and demon-
strated how the wide selection 
of academic pathway options 
on offer can be tailored to suit 
a student’s interests and abili-
ties, while raising their aca-
demic performance and max-
imising their potential. 

“it was exciting to see par-
ents and students talking to our 
teachers and department leads, 
sharing their passion for their 
subjects and the excitement of-
fered by each of their courses. it 
made us realise that there really 
is no substitution for face-to-
face conversations and we look 

forward to hosting more events 
like this in the future,” stated 
Vanessa robitaille, deputy 
head of the school.

“Every child has huge po-
tential and a singularly set cur-
riculum doesn’t always provide 
the key to unlock the magic in 
each young person. With these 
universally accepted academic 
pathways, and the help of their 
high school Counsellor each 
student can ensure they are 
lined up meet their next aca-
demic targets and dream uni-
versity and college destinations 

with success. We all have a dif-
ferent key and our pathways 
options help each student find 
their own.”

ACs Doha currently of-
fers students the opportunity 
to study globally-recognised 
and rigorous programmes 
with the international Bac-
calaureate (iB) Diploma and 
Career-related Programme; 
and Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses, a us programme of-
fering college-level curricula 
and exams to high school stu-
dents, as well as the us high 

school Diploma. 
The event also introduced 

the new academic and pastoral 
support structure for Middle 
and high school and offered 
parents an opportunity to meet 
with them and discuss the 
pathways and academic goals 
tailored to each child. 

ACs Doha’s ‘Pathways to 
Tomorrow’ is designed to help 
highly ambitious learners excel 
in widely respected interna-
tional qualifications and sup-
ports strong applications to the 
world’s top universities.

Home Box opens its first store in Qatar
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

hOME Box, the biggest one-stop-
shop for modern furniture and 
décor at affordable prices, has ex-
panded its footprint in Qatar, by 
opening its first store in Doha of-
fering an extensive range of stylish 
furniture and homeware in one of 
the largest furniture stores in Mall 
of Qatar.

The one-of-its-kind store 
boasts a stylistic world-class design 
and offers a wide collection made 
for the fashion forward market and 
customised for the largely Arabic 
clientele that’s present in the coun-
try. The range includes bedrooms, 
sofas, recliners, dining, home dé-
cor, kitchen essentials, home fur-
nishing – pillows, comforters and 
much more.

“having created a sensation 
among customers across the uAE, 
ksA and Bahrain through our fab-
ulous and attractively priced prod-
ucts, home Box is excited to launch 
its new store in Doha, Qatar,” said 
Ajay Antal, CEO home Box. “The 
country provides a strategic gate-
way to a new set of customers for 
home Box. We are fully geared to 
provide a superior level of service 
and the most diversified range in 
furniture and homeware to our 
customers in Qatar.”

“At home Box, we constantly 
research the market and focus on 
creating products that meet the 
needs of our customers. Our aim 

is to fill the gap in the market for 
fashion-forward, contemporary 
home essentials at value-for-mon-
ey prices. in the years ahead, we 
want to find more innovative ways 
to enhance the customer experi-
ence by raising the bar on deliver-
ing an economical home shopping 
experience,” added Ajay Antal, 
CEO home Box.

To complement the shopping 
experience, home Box is offer-
ing customers the option of online 

shopping at homeboxstores.com, 
its fastest growing store with more 
than 7,000 options with incompa-
rable prices.

“The key differentiator with 
homebox has always been the 
price point with curated range. We 
are excited to launch the 1st home 
Box store in Qatar and increase our 
footprint in the region by offering 
the best value products without 
compromising on quality. Cus-
tomers visiting our store in Mall of 

Qatar will be able to experience at 
first hand the thrill of selecting and 
buying quality products that don’t 
pinch their pocket,” said shumalan 
Naicker, Territory head, Land-
mark Group Qatar.

home Box, which has 38 stores 
in four GCC countries (uAE, ksA, 
Bahrain and Qatar) and 12 fran-
chise stores in Africa, is set for 
further expansion with new stores 
scheduled to open in Qatar, uAE 
and ksA this year.

HEC Paris & WCM-Q Healthcare 
Management module attracts 
participation from global experts

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

hEC Paris in Qatar and Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-
Q), both partner universities 
of Qatar Foundation, have 
successfully hosted the sec-
ond module of the new Execu-
tive Education programme in 
healthcare Management and 
Policy. They had jointly de-
signed the module to help drive 
excellence in healthcare provi-
sion in Qatar and across the 
region by integrating systems-
level management expertise 
with a deep understanding of 
medical care. 

The programme fully lever-
aged the combined expertise of 
hEC Paris, ranked #1 in Execu-
tive Education Worldwide in the 
Financial Times rankings 2022, 
and WCM-Q, part of the ivy 
League Cornell university and 
one of the most respected and 
highly rated medical research 
centres in the Gulf region. it 
highlights the value of collabo-
ration between institutions at 
Education City, aligned with the 
new Qatar Foundation multi-
versity strategy.

The five-day module was the 
final of two in the programme, 
with the first having taken place 
in New York. 

The programme attracted a 
mix of clinicians and non-clini-
cians, healthcare executives and 
policymakers, and private sec-
tor support service companies. 
Among the participants, sev-
eral prominent actors of Qatar’s 
health system were represented, 
including hamad Medical Cor-

poration (hMC), sidra Medi-
cine, Weill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar, and Qatar university. 

“Qatar is committed to excel-
lence in healthcare, from basic 
research to healthcare delivery, 
and that is one of the objec-
tives of Qatar´s National Vision 
2030”, said Dr Pablo Martin de 
holan, Dean, hEC Paris in Qa-
tar. “This programme is of par-
ticular relevance for healthcare 
professionals working within the 
delivery ecosystem across the 
country as it provides tools and 
ideas for the successful imple-
mentation of the strategic priori-
ties in the healthcare sector.” 

having focused on health-
care policy and the shift to-
wards value-based care in the 
New York module, the Doha 
module centred around health-
care management, where par-
ticipants gained a deeper un-
derstanding of the fundamental 
business models in healthcare, 
the role of disruptive innova-
tion, and how digital trans-
formation has been changing 
managerial decision-making 
and entrepreneurial efforts.

Dr Javaid sheikh, Dean, 
Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar, 
commented: “it is our belief 
that excellence in healthcare at 
the point of delivery can only 
be possible within a supportive 
framework in which the very 
highest standards are reached in 
all associated areas of operation, 
including medical education, re-
search and, of course, manage-
ment and policy formation. This 
programme provides a wealth of 
opportunities for participants to 
interact closely with faculty and 

peers across these interlinked 
sectors, enabling them to draw 
detailed and accurate insights 
about the strategic imperatives 
required to allow Qatar to con-
tinue to push global standards 
in healthcare ever higher.”  

The programme also fea-
tured several sessions from 
high-profile guest speakers, in-
cluding sheikh Dr Mohamed 
hamad J T Al-Thani, Director 
of Public health Department 
at Qatar’s Ministry of Public 
health; Dr Abdulla Ali Asad Al 
Ansari, Chief Medical Officer of 
hamad Medical Corporation; 
Joseph G. Otayek, Medical Di-
rector of the American univer-
sity of Beirut Medical Centre; 
and somesh Chandra, CEO - 
Employee Benefits of AXA Do-
mestic Markets. 

sheikh Dr Al-Thani ap-
praised the programme as pre-
paring high-calibre healthcare 
professionals to lead Qatar’s fu-
ture healthcare transformation, 
which is aligned with the coun-
try’s 2030 vision. 

Dr Al Ansari stated: “i am 
happy to see that participating 
physicians from hMC will be 
able to acquire new management 
and leadership skills, which will 
enrich our institution with clini-
cians who think beyond clinical 
practice; i’m also glad that the 
programme assembled partici-
pants from Weill Cornell, Qatar 
university, and hMC, so they 
exchange their experiences.”

Participants expressed their 
appreciation on the programme 
modules and learnings they can 
take forward for practical im-
plementation. 

SULAITI, SENEGAL MINISTER REVIEW TIES
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Matthew Yglesias

I
f Joe Biden wants to run for re-
election, he should say so clearly 
and soon — and then start acting 
like it. Alternatively, if the president 
is not sure he wants to run again, he 

should take that as a strong sign that 
he shouldn’t — and then make that an-
nouncement soon, too.

The point, you may have noticed, is 
that whatever he does, he needs to do 
it soon.

Yes, it’s abnormally early for an 
incumbent president to be making an 
official announcement. But for all mod-
ern incumbents, a re-election cam-
paign has been a foregone conclusion. 
for Biden, it isn’t. And for many Demo-
crats in Washington, the presumption 
now — partly because of his age and 
party because of his policies — is that 
he’s not running.

Many Democrats see his tenure 
thus far as reflecting tendencies they 
usually see in a lame-duck president. 
He’s prioritized ambitious foreign pol-
icy goals — rallying the world against 
Russia over its invasion of Ukraine 
and fighting a trade war with China — 
over domestic issues such as inflation. 
He’s compromised his diversity goals 
to hand out senior jobs to old friends 
such as Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack, Labor Secretary Marty Walsh, 
and Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis 
McDonough, while simultaneously 
outsourcing most of the staff work to 
the left wing of the party. (The Office of 
Presidential Personnel, for example, is 
run by a former chief of staff to Repre-
sentative Pramila Jayapal.)

None of this means that he won’t 
run for re-election. But it does mean 
that many who prefer a moderate 
“Bidenist” Democratic Party to a more 
progressive one believe that he won’t 
— and are currently casting around for 
alternatives to Vice President Kamala 
Harris.

It continues to be the case, how-
ever, that the best standard-bearer for 
the Bidenist faction of the party is none 
other than Joe Biden himself. That 
means he has to become more like Pri-
mary Candidate Joe Biden — the one 
who prioritized popularity and electa-
bility over legacy items for the history 
books — and less like President Joe 
Biden, who in March 2021 convened 

a roundtable meeting with historians 
to discuss his potential legacy and his 
“think-big, go-big mentality.”

This is the kind of thing presidents 
normally do in the March after they get 
re-elected. That’s when they turn the 
page on practical politics in favor of ef-
forts to define themselves in the eyes of 
history.

It rarely works out. George W. 
Bush capped his re-election with a 
doomed push to privatize Social Secu-
rity, prompting a huge public backlash, 
and a grandiose Second Inaugural Ad-
dress that vowed the “untamed fire of 
freedom will reach the darkest corners 
of the world.”

first-term Bush, like most first-
term presidents, was more pragmatic 
and focused on giving the people what 
they wanted. Even at the height of his 
post-9/11 public approval, his admin-
istration focused on “compassionate 
conservative” agenda items such as 
including prescription drug coverage 
in Medicare and expanding eligibility 
for SNAP benefits. The hard-right pivot 
after re-election was supposed to leave 
a more lasting legacy, but it flopped 
politically. And that political failure 
helped discredit Bush-style politics in 
Republican circles.

Barack Obama, similarly, was la-
ser-focused on public opinion during 
his first term. He advanced progressive 

social and cultural causes, but consist-
ently “lead from the rear,” ending the 
military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 
in late 2010, when doing so was over-
whelmingly popular, and only endors-
ing marriage equality after advocates 
pushed its approval rating up above 
50%. Not until his second term did 
he start throwing caution to the wind, 
taking big political risks for the sake of 
diplomatic breakthroughs with Cuba 
and Iran.

The problem here was similar to 
that which Republicans had faced eight 
years earlier: While Obama didn’t need 
to stand for re-election again, other 
Democrats did. fighting with the Israel 
lobby and Cuban emigrés was politi-
cally costly. Donald Trump’s election in 
2016 largely undid those legacy items, 
and even Biden’s presence in the White 
House can’t put the diplomatic Hump-
ty Dumpty back together again.

Now the Biden administration is 
being similarly reckless with its poli-
tics — hostile to fossil fuel extraction 
amid high energy costs, picking ag-
gressive fights over transgender issues 
that could be easily ducked, and more 
focused on the benefits of student loan 
relief than on its impact on inflation.

In retrospect, the historians’ ad-
vice to Biden to go big was borderline 
absurd. There’s a reason congressional 
Democrats ran consistently weaker 

than his presidential campaign — a 
margin of the public was voting for 
Biden despite the progressive agenda, 
not because of it.

Biden’s core promise was a re-
turn to normalcy and the expurgation 
of Trump from the political system. 
He’s actually delivered on more of this 
promise than most people realize, yet 
his historical legacy may still suffer. It 
could be something like: “Really high 
inflation discredited Democrats, allow-
ing authoritarian elements in the Re-
publican Party to regain control of the 
government.”

The best way for Biden to secure his 
legacy would be to focus on popularity 
with the cold calculation of Bill Clinton 
and crush the opposition with the ruth-
lessness of LBJ. Of course if Biden truly 
doesn’t want to run again, then acting 
like a lame duck is probably unavoid-
able. But either way, the best thing for 
the country, and for Biden, would be 
for the president to clarify his plans and 
act decisively on them — sooner rather 
than later.

(Matthew Yglesias is a col-
umnist for Bloomberg Opinion. 
A co-founder of and former col-
umnist for Vox, he writes the 
Slow Boring blog and newslet-
ter. He is author, most recently, 
of “One Billion Americans.”)
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Unending Deaths Of Migrants, Driven By Desperation And US Border Policies
Jean guerrero

I
T’S one of the deadliest mass-
casualty events connected to 
border militarization in years. 
The number of migrants found 
dead in a tractor-trailer in San 

Antonio Monday rose to more than 
50 on Tuesday. Another 16 peo-
ple, including four children, were 
transported to hospitals with heat-
related illnesses.

Across Latin America, the terri-
fied parents, children and siblings 
of people who recently crossed the 
border are desperately trying to 
learn whether their loved ones are 
among the dead. Calls have been 
pouring into search and rescue 
groups such as Aguilas del Desier-
to. This San Diego-based volunteer 
group was started by Ely Ortiz, a 
Mexican, whose brother died try-
ing to enter the US in 2009.

“They want to know whether we 
know their names or nationalities,” 
Octavio Soria, a Aguilas del Desi-
erto volunteer, told me. Authori-
ties hadn’t released that informa-
tion when we spoke. “We’re telling 
them to call their consulates and 
watch the news. At any moment 
they could release the names.” 
Mexican foreign Affairs Secretary 
Marcelo Ebrard later said on Twit-
ter that the dead include 22 Mexi-
can nationals, seven Guatemalan 

nationals and two Honduran na-
tionals, among others.

When I spoke to Soria, he had 
just gotten off the phone with a 
woman in Guatemala. He had a 
hard time understanding her be-
cause she primarily spoke an In-
digenous language. But she was 
crying and he gathered from her 
broken Spanish that she wanted 
information about her daughter, 
who had recently crossed the bor-
der with her 7-year-old child. She 
hadn’t heard from them since last 
Thursday.

Before the exact circumstances 
of the deaths were known, right-
wing politicians were leaping on 
the tragedy to stoke the xenopho-
bia behind the border militari-
zation that has killed countless 
people entering the United States 
between ports of entry, where 
they’re systematically turned 
away. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
blamed the deaths on what he 
falsely characterized as President 
Joe Biden’s “open border policies,” 
even though Trump’s most draco-
nian border policies, “Remain in 
Mexico” and Title 42, a pandemic-
related law used to expel migrants, 
are still in place.

In fact, Abbott has a central 
role in making the border more 
deadly. His beefed-up border mili-
tarization program, created with 

the governor of the Mexican state 
Nuevo León, Samuel Alejandro 
García Sepúlveda, has forced peo-
ple to enter Texas in more danger-
ous ways — including by cramming 
into trailers.

Thousands of people have 
died trying to reach this country 
since the 1990s, when the US be-
gan building a steel fence along 
the border that rerouted the flow 
of people from urban centers such 
as San Diego to remote deserts in 
Arizona and Texas, where they 
face death from dehydration, heat 
exhaustion and other risks. Later, 

the US persuaded the Mexican and 
Central American governments to 
militarize their own borders, fur-
ther endangering people en route 
to this country. Last year, 55 mi-
grants trying to reach the US died 
in a tractor-trailer crash near the 
Mexican-Guatemalan border.

Although Biden has attempted 
to distance himself from Trump’s 
border wall and largely stopped 
its construction, he has continued 
to invest heavily in border surveil-
lance technologies and other en-
forcement measures with similar 
deadly consequences.

While most people in the US 
never see these deadly conse-
quences, volunteers like Soria wit-
ness them regularly. Aguilas del 
Desierto is made up of immigrants 
and others who work in construc-
tion, gardening and other fields. 
They spend their weekends search-
ing for people who’ve gone miss-
ing along the border. Although 
the group sometimes saves lives, 
they more often bring closure to 
the families of the dead by locating 
their bodies.

I hiked the border smuggling 
routes in Arizona with them sev-
eral times before and during the 
Trump administration. Each time, 
we found human skulls and de-
composing human bodies.

The border has become a 
mass grave and a testament to the 
decades-long inhumanity and ir-
rationality of US border and im-
migration policies. These routes 
are filled with Bibles, children’s 
photographs and other mementos 
brought along on the treacher-
ous journey. Many of these items 
were lost as the desperate trekked 
through the desert or were scat-
tered by animals who devoured the 
bodies.

As people try to find alternative 
routes into this country, what was 
once largely invisible to Americans 
is becoming more visible. Bodies 

are washing ashore in San Diego. 
Migrants are increasingly dying in 
collisions on US highways.

I was a high school student 
when I read Luis Alberto Urrea’s 
2004 book “The Devil’s Highway,” 
about 14 Mexican men who died 
trying to cross the militarized bor-
der in 2001. It’s unfathomable that 
people continue to die in this way 
— and that administration after 
administration has done nothing 
to change strategies. Most of the 
dead are people who were forced 
to cross illegally because they had 
no other choice. Legal routes were 
closed to them. A vast majority 
were fleeing for their lives — often 
displaced by US-made guns.

There are non-deadly and far 
more effective alternatives to re-
ducing migrant crossings, such 
as legalizing immigrants without 
documents in the US so they can 
sustainably support their relatives 
back home and visit them in those 
countries without pressure to unite 
north of the border. Our politicians 
must consider those alternatives. 
In the meantime, people will con-
tinue to come to the U.S. and they 
will continue to die because they 
have no other choice.

(Jean Guerrero is an opin-
ion columnist at the Los An-
geles Times.)

CONVENTIONAL wisdom 
holds that America’s demo-
cratic norms are withering. 

It also asserts that high voter 
turnout signifies a healthy de-
mocracy. So does a record high 
voter turnout for this May’s 
midterm primary election 
mean American democracy is 
in better shape than it seems?

Probably not. High turnout 
does not always express hope, 
and low turnout does not al-
ways express despair. Turnout 
runs high when many usually 
marginal voters decide to vote.

When people stampede to 
the polls, it’s not usually be-
cause they’re satisfied with the 
political system and love per-
forming their democratic duty. 
It’s more likely because they’re 
frustrated with politics, or an-
gry at specific politicians or 
“the system” in general. They 
usually fear what will happen if 
their opponents win.

History bears this out.
for instance, turnout hit a 

historic low in 1996, dropping 
below 50%. While some com-
mentators wrung their hands 
about the apathy of the Ameri-
can people, during the gener-
ally prosperous and stable 90s, 
that apathy was at least as likely 
an expression of contentment 
as it was of cynicism. Ambiva-
lence about who will be presi-
dent may reflect a frustrating 
detachment from the duties of 
self-government — but also a 
trust that the country’s political 
system will be fine, regardless 
of who’s in charge.

The second-highest presi-
dential turnout in history — 
about 81% of eligible voters — 
came in 1860, when Abraham 
Lincoln ascended to the office. 
(It had already risen to 79% in 
the previous election, when the 
issues were reaching a critical 

state.)
Aside from democratic 

enthusiasm, this turnout ex-
pressed a justifiable fear that 
the very future of the country 
depended on the results of the 
election. for Lincoln voters, a 
country run by the Democrats 
wasn’t worth living in, and sup-
porters of John C. Brecken-
ridge and Stephen A. Douglas 
generally felt the same about 
Lincoln. As we know, they end-
ed up acting on that feeling.

The highest voter turnout? 
That was nearly 82% in 1876, 
when the question of the fu-
ture of Reconstruction was on 
the ballot. The contested elec-
tion resulted in a notorious 
compromise: The Republicans 
got their man, Rutherford B. 
Hayes, in the presidency, at the 
cost of removing federal troops 
from the former Confederacy.

When marginal voters start 
to flock to the polls, it’s not 
because they love the chance 
to participate in molding the 
country. It’s because they think 
things are going so poorly, and 
that the other side is so danger-
ous, that they must vote.

In other words, high turn-
out may be a symptom of a po-
larized nation, not a cure. And 
very high turnout may be a sign 
of a nation on the edge.

The 2020 election brought 
the highest presidential turn-
out since 1960 and, before that, 
1908. If the midterm trend 
continues, 2024 will probably 
be higher still. It’s more like the 
1850s than the 1990s.

On the bright side, high 
turnout does show that, despite 
all the complaints about “elec-
tion integrity,” people — how-
ever angry or frightened they 
are — still see elections as the 
most legitimate way to seek po-
litical power. for now.

High Voter Turnout Is A 
Symptom Of Polarization, 

Not A Cure

Policemen guard an area at the scene where a tractor-trailer discovered with 
migrants inside-outside San Antonio, Texas, on June 27.
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The African Union says it is deeply 
concerned by “the escalating mili-
tary tension” between ethiopia and 
Sudan after seven Sudanese soldiers 
and a civilian were killed in a border 
dispute.

The statement Wednesday by 
the chairman of the continent-wide 
organization urged both countries 
to cease armed hostilities and hold 
talks. The incident happened in the 
disputed area of al-Fashaqa, which is 
known to ethiopians as Alfashga.

Sudan’s Foreign Ministry report-
ed the eight victims had been taken 
into ethiopia after the soldiers were 

held captive in an area inside Sudan 
on June 22. A separate statement 
from Sudan’s military described the 
killings as a “cowardly act” and said 
Khartoum would retaliate.

ethiopian authorities have de-
nied its government troops were re-
sponsible for the killings. A spokes-
man for the ethiopian military 
blamed Sudanese forces for illegally 
entering ethiopia and clashing with a 
local militia.

“Independent investigations into 
the matter can be launched with the 
participation of the two sides,” Geti-
nent Adane said. Residents of Tach 
Armacho, an ethiopian town near 
the Sudan border, told The Associ-

ated Press by phone that their area 
was hit by heavy artillery fired from 
Sudan until Tuesday afternoon.

Ties between the neighboring 
countries have deteriorated in recent 
years amid a long-running border 
dispute over large swaths of agri-
cultural land in the al-Fashaqa area. 
Sudan insists the lands are within 
its borders, according to an agree-
ment that demarcated the boundary 
between their territories in the early 
1900s. Sporadic clashes have erupted 
over the past two years in that area, 
after Sudan said it reclaimed most of 
its territory and called on ethiopia to 
withdraw troops from at least two lo-
cations it says are inside Sudan.

African Union urges calm in 
Ethiopia-Sudan border dispute

Agencies 

ISRAelI forces have killed 
a Palestinian fighter in the 
northern occupied West Bank 
city of Jenin, after armed 
clashes broke out between the 

Israeli army and Palestinians 
following a dawn army raid, 
according to the official Pal-
estinian news agency WAFA 
and a local hospital.

The head of the Khalil 
Suleiman Governmental hos-

pital in Jenin, Wissam Baker, 
said that Muhammad Maher 
Marei was brought in at about 
5:00am (02:00 GMT) on 
Wednesday after being shot 
in the chest.

Baker told Palestine TV 

that a bullet pierced Marei’s 
heart and that efforts to re-
suscitate him were unsuc-
cessful.

“This is most likely a bul-
let from a sniper that aimed 
to kill,” said Baker. “This is 

what we’ve been getting used 
to in the recent raids on Jenin 
governorate – no raid takes 
place without lethal injuries. 
even those that are wounded 
come with critical injuries,” 
he added.

Israeli forces kill Palestinian fighter in occupied West Bank

Agencies 

The bodies of 20 people who 
got lost in the libyan desert 
have been found, according 
to rescuers, who presume the 
group died of thirst.

The bodies were discov-
ered by a truck driver travelling 
through the desert and were 
recovered on Tuesday about 
320 kilometres (198 miles) 
southwest of Kufra and 120km 
(74 miles) from the border with 
Chad.

“The driver got lost … and 
we believe the group died in 
the desert about 14 days ago 
since the last call on a mobile 
phone there was on June 13,” 
Kufra ambulance chief Ibra-
him Belhasan said by phone on 
Wednesday.

The sparsely populated 
region regularly sees summer 
temperatures above 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit).

The ambulance service 
published a video on Facebook 
showing decomposing bodies 
in the desert sand near a pick-
up truck.

Two of the bodies were 
libyans and the others were 
believed to be migrants from 

Chad crossing into libya, Bel-
hasan said.

Since the 2011 NATO-
backed uprising that removed 
and killed longtime leader 
Muammar Gaddafi, libya has 

emerged as the dominant tran-
sit point for people fleeing war 
and poverty in Africa and parts 
of the Middle east, hoping for 
a better life in europe via the 
dangerous route across the 

desert and over the Mediterra-
nean.

But many die en route, in-
cluding in the harsh Sahara 
desert.

According to the Interna-

tional Organization for Migra-
tion, at least 1,500 refugees 
have drowned in numerous 
boat mishaps and shipwrecks 
in the Central Mediterranean 
route last year.

Twenty people found 
dead in Libyan desert

Rescuers recover bodies of migrants found in the Libyan desert, in the southeastern region of Kufra near Chad border on Wednesday. (afp)

Agencies 

TeNSIONS were high Wednes-
day in the western Indian city of 
Udaipur, a day after police arrested 
two Muslim men accused of slitting 
a hindu tailor’s throat and posting a 
video of it on social media, in a bru-
tal attack representing a dramatic 
escalation of communal violence 
in a country riven by deep religious 
polarization.

The killing comes after months 
of rising tensions between hindus 
and Muslims, and has raised fears it 
will spark increased violence.

Authorities suspended internet 
services in the city and surround-
ing Rajasthan state in an attempt 
to prevent the gruesome video from 
being shared, while rushing addi-
tional police to Udaipur and ban-
ning large gatherings in an attempt 
to prevent religious unrest from es-
calating. In New Delhi, a few dozen 
people associated with right-wing 
groups demonstrated against the 
killing and demanded the culprits 
be hanged.

In recent months, there have 
been a spate of attacks by hindu na-
tionalists on minority groups — es-
pecially Muslims — who have been 
targeted for everything from their 

food and clothing style to interfaith 
marriages. Muslim homes have also 
been demolished using bulldozers 
in some Indian states, in what crit-
ics call a growing pattern of “bull-
dozer justice” against the minority 
group.

The animosity worsened in 
May when two spokespeople from 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
party made speculative remarks 
that were seen as insulting Islam’s 
Prophet Muhammad and his wife 
Aisha. Both were later suspended 
by Modi’s party.

The tailor who was slain on 

Tuesday, identified as 48-year-old 
Kanhaiya lal, had reportedly shared 
a social media post supporting one 
of the spokespeople who were sus-
pended for the Prophet Muhammad 
remarks, according to local media.

The two men who were arrested 
a few hours after the attack, identi-
fied as local Udaipur residents Gos 
Mohammad and Riyaz Akhtari, 
posted a second video of themselves 
in the aftermath of the killing, ac-
cusing lal of blasphemy and threat-
ening to kill Modi in the same way, 
smiling as they sat on a couch, bran-
dishing long blood-covered knives.

Hindu man killed as religious 
tensions boil in Indian city

Activists of the right wing Hindu Janajagruti Samithi organisation shout slogans 
during a protest in Bangalore on Wednesday. (afp)

a boat carrying migrants trying to get to Europe capsized 
off the coast of Senegal, killing at least 13 people, accord-
ing to local Red Cross officials. The incident happened near 
Kafountine in the southern Casamance area Monday night, 
said Djadja Sambou, an official with the Senegal Red Cross. 
about 150 people were on the boat and 91 people have been 
rescued, leaving more than 40 missing, said rescue workers. 
The search is continuing for any survivors or to retrieve bodies. 
The boat capsized after a fire broke out on board, according to 
local news reports. Government officials are investigating what 
caused the accident happened and who was in charge of the 
boat and the migration operation, according to officials in the 
Ziguinchor area. Senegal sees many people try to migrate to 
Europe each year by taking small boats on the hazardous sea 
route along West africa’s coastline. (dpa)

Boat capsizes off Senegal coastline, 13 
migrants killed

Manila: nobel peace prize laureate Maria Ressa on Wednes-
day vowed to fight an order to shut down her investigative news 
website Rappler in the philippines, stressing its journalists 
would continue to “stand up for their rights” despite concerted 
state harassment.

The philippines Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) revoked Rappler’s certificate of incorporation on Tuesday 
for allegedly violating rules on the foreign ownership of media 
outlets. “We continue to work,” Ressa told an online press 
conference from Hawaii, where she is currently attending a 
conference. “it’s business as usual. There’s a process and 
we’ll follow the legal process. We’ll continue to stand up for 
our rights.” “it’s like quicksand if you can’t count on the rule of 
law,” she added. (dpa)

Filipino Nobel laureate Maria Ressa 
vows to fight Rappler closure

a KEnyan woman, who is reportedly an aspiring politician, has 
been arrested after allegedly pretending to be policewoman 
while appearing as a panellist on a television show. 

The suspect, identified by police as Monica Wamaitha Gi-
tau, was in full police uniform during the talk show on Wednes-
day morning on a vernacular station. police rushed to the TV 
station, after “doubting the credibility” of Wamaithai, who was 
a panellist on the breakfast show neither the suspect nor the 
station, inooro TV, have commented on the allegations. 

“She is currently assisting with investigations for the of-
fence of impersonating a police officer,” police said in a tweet.
police say she is a candidate for a parliamentary seat - woman 
representative for nairobi county - in the elections scheduled 
for august. (agencies)

Kenyan ‘fake policewoman’ arrested 
after TV appearance

News 
in brief
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Grain prices could be set to 
leap dramatically in the near 
future should russia’s ongoing 
invasion of Ukraine prevent 
one or both countries from ex-
porting agricultural products, 
a report released on Wednes-
day by a pair of international 
groups warned.

For example, the Un’s Food 
and agriculture Organization 
(FaO), in cooperation with the 
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development 

(OECD), warned that should 
Ukraine’s export capacity be 
blocked, grain prices could 
shoot up by 19% compared to 
pre-war prices.

Beyond that, if russia’s ex-
ports were to be halved, prices 
could go up by 34% compared 
to pre-war levels. Both coun-
tries are key grain growers and 
exporters, with many other 
countries and aid agencies re-
lying on their output for grain.

russia’s invasion has made 
many Ukrainian fields untill-
able and blocked key ports. 
Meanwhile, much russian pro-

duce is being blocked by sanc-
tions laid on russia because of 
the invasion. The two agencies 
warned on Wednesday that re-
percussions from the war could 
linger for a decade.

“This highlights the impor-
tance of maintaining Ukraine’s 
production and export capac-
ity,” read the report. it also 
noted that, in the more extreme 
example, the price rise would 
be even higher, except for ex-
pectations that more countries 
would be lured into the grain 
market due to the high prices 
prompted by the shortages.

Grain prices to rise 34% if Russia, 
Ukraine goods not on sale: Report

dpa
Kiev

aT least three people were 
killed and five were injured 
in a russian attack on the 
southern Ukrainian city of 
Mykolaiv on Wednesday 
morning, according to the re-
gion’s military governor.

“The russian occupiers 
carried out a missile attack 
on Mykolaiv,” Vitaly Kim, the 
governor of the Mykolaiv re-

gion, wrote on Telegram, add-
ing that one missile had hit a 
high-rise building.

Local authorities called on 
people to remain in air raid 
shelters and not to post pic-
tures of damage caused by the 
attacks.

Elsewhere, russian troops 
in eastern Ukraine were at-
tempting to encircle the stra-
tegically important city of 
Lysychansk in the Luhansk 
region of eastern Ukraine, ac-

cording to the Ukrainian gen-
eral staff’s situation report on 
Wednesday morning.

russian troops were re-
ported by the Ukrainain mili-
tary to be on the southern 
edge of the city, while pro-
russian separatists reported 
that fighting was already un-
der way inside the city.

russian attacks were tak-
ing place around the town of 
Bakhmut, west of Lysychansk, 
the general staff report said.

Russian missile strikes on Ukrainian 
cities of Mykolaiv and Lysychansk

dpa
madRid 

naTO LEaDErs agreed a 
new security doctrine that 
sees russia as the organiza-
tion’s “most significant and di-
rect threat,” alliance secretary 
Jens stoltenberg announced 
in Madrid on Wednesday.

The doctrine removes 
russia’s status as a strate-
gic partner of the alliance, 
stoltenberg said in a press 
conference at the summit 
while outlining naTO’s view 
of China for the first time.

“China’s coercive poli-
cies challenge [naTO’s] in-
terests, security, and values,” 
stoltenberg said, remarking 
the alliance’s current security 
doctrine has a lot of detail on 
it, differently from the docu-
ment in 2010, which did not 
mention China at all.

naTO leaders were in Ma-
drid to sign off the alliance’s 
strategic Concept, a policy 
blueprint outlining the or-
ganization’s aims and tasks 
for the next 10 years, last for-
mulated in 2010.

While removing russia’s 
status as strategic partner, the 
doctrine stresses that naTO 
“does not seek confrontation 
and poses no threat” to the 
country.

naTO also addressed the 
relationship between China 
and russia in view of the 
war in Ukraine and Beijing’s 
growing assertiveness on the 
world stage.

China and russia’s “deep-
ening strategic partnership” 
and their “attempts to under-

cut the rules-based interna-
tional order run counter to 
our values and interests,” the 
doctrine states.

Meanwhile naTO leaders 
agreed to ramp up reinforce-
ments in Eastern Europe in 
view of the russian invasion 
of Ukraine, stoltenberg said.

The alliance plans to in-
crease the number of rapid 
reaction forces available to 
naTO to more than 300,000 
soldiers, stoltenberg said - 
up from current figures of 
around 40,000 troops.

The naTO response 
Force (nrF) are usually un-
der national command, but 
can be requested for deploy-
ment to another ally by na-
TO’s supreme allied Com-
mander Europe (saCEUr).

The Baltics, especial-
ly Estonia, have pushed 
naTO hard to shift tactics in 
light of the russian invasion 
of Ukraine and move to fully-
fledged defence of alliance 
territory in Eastern Europe, 
replacing a model to relin-
quish and later recapture lost 

ground.
naTO also agreed to boost 

the number of soldiers in the 
alliance’s multinational bat-
tlegroups in Eastern Europe, 
rotating extra troops in and 
out of the selected alliance 
members to train with local 
forces. Germany has pledged 
already to reinforce Lithuania 
like this.

“This is the first time since 
the Cold War that naTO has 
these kind of plans with pre-
assigned forces,” stoltenberg 
said, describing the plans.

naTO leaders also ad-
dressed climate change for 
the first time, describing the 
challenge as a “threat multi-
plier ... with a profound im-
pact on allied security,” in a 
joint statement.

in the same statement, 
naTO leaders agreed to step 
up support to Ukraine with 
long-term aid including more 
equipment, supplies, training 
and help to transition away 
from soviet-era military ma-
chinery.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Us President Joe Biden said 
the United states military 
presence in Europe is set for a 
long-term expansion, speak-
ing alongside stoltenberg.

“We’re going to make up 
sure that naTO is ready to 
meet threats from all direc-
tions across every domain, 
land, air and the sea,” Biden 
said.

The Us president outlined 
plans for increased Us troop 
deployments in the Baltics, 
the deployment of two squad-
rons of Us F35 fighters in 
Britain and additional air de-
fences in italy and Germany.

Biden also announced the 
establishment of a permanent 
headquarters for the Us Fifth 
army corps in Poland. The 
announcement follows a Us 
decision to up the number of 
Us destroyers based in rota, 
spain from four to six.

Ukrainian President Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky 
also joined the summit via 
video-link, calling for more 
weapons supplies for his 
country.

NATO sees Russia as ‘most 
significant and direct threat’

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (left) and US President Joe Biden in Madrid on Wednesday. (aFP)

NATO leaders agree to ramp up reinforcements in Eastern Europe in view of the Russian invasion of Ukraine
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naTO has officially started 
the process of admitting swe-
den and Finland into the al-
liance, with all 30 leaders in 
favour, including Turkish 
President recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, who had held up their 
accession for weeks.

Turkey dropped its oppo-
sition to the nordic countries’ 
membership application in a 
last-minute deal ahead of the 
start of the naTO summit in 
Madrid on Wednesday.

The meeting is an annual 
showcase for the Western alli-
ance to put on a united front. 
The wrangling between anka-
ra and the other members over 
sweden and Finland’s fate had 
threatened the show of solidar-
ity, especially as naTO tries to 
adapt to confront the threat 
from russia.

“Today, naTO leaders took 
the historic decision to invite 
Finland and sweden to become 
members of naTO,” secretary 
General Jens stoltenberg told 
reporters.

stoltenberg said it required 
“hard work over many weeks” 
but that talks Tuesday night 
between Erdogan, Finnish 
President sauli niinistö and 

swedish Prime Minister Mag-
dalena andersson had broken 
the deadlock.

shaken by the russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, sweden and 
Finland applied to join naTO 
on May 18. Turkey however 
blocked their bid for weeks 
over concerns linked to terror-
ism. new naTO membership 
requires unanimity.

a breakthrough was se-
cured after the three leaders 
agreed to cooperate in a series 
of counterterrorism efforts.

ankara had accused both 
countries of supporting the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) and the YPG, a Kurdish 

militia based in syria, both of 
which Turkey classifies as ter-
rorist groups. Both countries 
disputed the charges.

Turkey also demanded the 
extradition of several suspects.

To get ankara to drop its 
opposition, sweden and Fin-
land pledged that there would 
be no arms embargoes against 
Turkey.

in addition, they promised 
decisive action against Kudish 
terrorists and the swift con-
sideration of Turkish requests 
for the extradition of terrorist 
suspects.

Turkish Justice Minister 
Bekir Bozdag said on Wednes-

day that sweden and Finland 
are expected to extradite 33 
“terrorists” under the trilateral 
deal.

“We will ask them to live 
up to their promises,” Bozdag 
said.

“This is a quite a significant 
win for ankara,” said soner 
Çagaptay of the Us foreign 
policy think tank Washington 
institute.

“This is the first time two 
prospective naTO allies have 
committed to not helping the 
YPG,” Çagaptay told dpa, re-
ferring to the Us-backed syr-
ian Kurdish militia whom an-
kara labels terrorists.

“Turkey is eventually pin-
ing for having other allies make 
similar commitments in order 
to disengage the White house 
policy on YPG,” he added.

according to plans, the 
accession protocols are to 
be signed next Tuesday. af-
ter that, they still have to be 
ratified by all naTO member 
states, a process that is expect-
ed to take up eight months.

Germany, for instance, 
must get the approval of par-
liament. a spokesman for the 
Foreign Ministry in Berlin said 
the decision-making process 
would “go even faster than you 
and i usually think is possible.”

Sweden, Finland on track for NATO 
membership after Turkey lifts veto

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Madrid on Wednesday. (aFP)

PaRis an extradition request by the italian authorities has been 
rejected by a French court in a decades-long dispute between the 
two countries about the treatment of former left-wing terrorists.

a Paris appeals court on Wednesday halted the extradition 
of 10 former members of the italian terrorist organization the 
Red Brigades, who were arrested a little more than a year ago. 
However, an appeal against the decision is possible.

French President emmanuel macron had surprisingly allowed 
the arrest of the 10 wanted men in april 2021.

The left-wing extremist Red Brigades carried out numerous 
assassinations in italy in the 1970s and 1980s. many of their 
members sought refuge in neighbouring France. (dpa)

Paris court against extradition of former 
terrorists to Italy

vienna The man who made a video of a former austrian vice 
chancellor apparently peddling favours with Russians in an ibiza 
villa, an act that ultimately led to the fall of the government in 
2019, will not face prosecution.

The vienna public prosecutor’s office has dropped the case 
against the private investigator in question. it was based on 
suspicion of deception, falsification of documents and misuse 
of sound recording or wiretapping devices, spokesperson nina 
Bussek said on Wednesday.

The step was taken for lack of evidence, but also in light of 
an existing verdict for a drug offence, Bussek said.

The 41-year-old had been sentenced to three and a half 
years in prison for drug trafficking by the sankt Pölten Regional 
Court in the north-east of the country in march. He is alleged 
to have handed over a total of 1.25 kilograms of cocaine to 
an acquaintance. The sentence is pending while the ruling is 
appealed. (dpa)

Probe dropped in case of video that 
brought down Austrian government

WasHingTon Then Us president donald Trump knew that 
rioters were heavily armed on the morning of January 6, 2021, 
just hours before the insurrection at the Capitol, and encour-
aged security to let them pass through anyways, according to 
testimony on Tuesday before a House committee.

“i don’t care that they have weapons,” former White House 
aide Cassidy Hutchinson said before the panel on Tuesday, 
recalling Trump’s comments the morning of January 6. “They’re 
not here to hurt me. Take the mags [magnetometers] away. Let 
my people in.

They can march to the Capitol from here.” Hutchinson told 
the House select Committee investigating the violence on Janu-
ary 6 that Trump insisted all attendees - regardless of whether 
they were armed - be allowed inside his rally that morning, 
repeatedly stating that “they’re not here to hurt me.” (dpa)

‘They’re not here to hurt me’: Trump 
allegedly said of armed rioters
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UN report shows magnitude of war’s toll on Ukrainian civilians
dpa
Kiev

ThE Un human rights Office 
has outlined a litany of abuses 
and possible war crimes car-
ried out by russian forces in 
Ukraine since the invasion was 
launched on February 24.

Matilda Bogner, the head 
of the Un human rights 
Commission in Ukraine, said 
in Kiev on Wednesday that 
russia was waging war in vio-
lation of international law and 
that “civilians continue to bear 

the brunt of hostilities.” she 
singled out in particular the 
attack on the train station in 
Ukrainian-controlled Krama-
torsk in early april, which left 
60 dead and 111 injured.

Densely populated areas 
are being shelled with heavy 
artillery and attacked from the 
air, while cluster munitions 
have been repeatedly used in 
some areas, Bogner said at a 
press conference, which was 
timed to coincide with the new 
report on the war’s toll over-
seen by the Un human rights 

Office.
The report found “reason-

able grounds to believe that 
both russian armed forces 
and affiliated armed groups, 
as well as, to a lesser extent, 
Ukrainian armed forces” had 
made use of cluster munitions, 

which detonate in the air and 
release a cloud of small bombs.

War monitors have so far 
recorded 202 damaged or de-
stroyed medical facilities and 
272 damaged educational in-
stitutions, although the true 
number is likely higher, she 
said.

as of this week, Bogner 
said more than 10,000 civil-
ians have been killed or in-
jured, with hundreds of chil-
dren among those who have 
died.

“i stress that the actual fig-

ures are considerably higher,” 
she said, putting the number of 
dead at more than 4,700.

russian forces have carried 
out extralegal killings in more 
than 30 locations - including 
Kiev, Chernihiv and sumy - in 
February and March, the re-
port found.

The Un has so far inves-
tigated 28 cases of sexual vio-
lence, including mass rape.

The data collected by the 
Un was based on hundreds 
of interviews with victims and 
witnesses, as well as field visits.

Genadiy, 51, who was injured in the Amstor mall missile attack, receives 
medical treatment at a hospital in Kremenchuk on Wednesday. (aFP)
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Russian forces have carried 
out extralegal killings in 
more than 30 locations - 
including Kiev and Sumy - 
in February and March
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PRODUCER-PRICE index 
(PPI) in Qatar increased 2.76 
percent in May from a month 
ago and rose sharply by 70.88 
percent from a year ago, ac-
cording to the Planning and 
Statistics Authority, which es-
timated the PPI for May 2022 
at 160.34 points.

PPI, which measures ei-
ther the average change in the 
price of goods as they leave 
the place of production or 
as they enter the production 
process, covers goods related 
to a range of products pro-
duced domestically.

The PPI for mining, which 
carries a maximum weightage 
of 82.46 percent, saw an in-
crease of 3.58 percent in May 
month-on-month and jump 
of 79.21 percent year-on-year. 
The PSA report attributed 
the m-o-m rise to increase in 
producer prices of crude pe-
troleum and natural gas by 
3.58 percent. However, other 
mining and quarrying grow 
showed a decline of 4.25 per-
cent.

The manufacturing in-
dex, which has a weightage 
of 15.85 percent in the index, 
declined 0.7 percent in May 
month-on-month, mostly on 
the back of rise in prices in 

three groups — chemicals and 
chemical products by 2.17%, 
beverages by 0.44% and ce-
ment and other non-metallic 
mineral products by 0.01%. 

However, the sector saw 
prices rises in five groups 
— rubber and plastics prod-
ucts by 6.99%, basic metals 
by 2.29%, refined petroleum 
products by 1.92%, food prod-
ucts by 1.40% and printing 
and reproduction of recorded 
media 0.82%.

On a year-on-year com-
parison, the manufactur-
ing PPI of May surged 41.62 
percent. The major groups 
that drove the prices up are 
refined petroleum products 

by 57.50%, chemicals and 
chemical products by 45.39%, 
rubber and plastics prod-
ucts by 36.57%, basic met-
als by 33.61%, cement and 
other non-metallic mineral 
products by 13.93% and food 
products by 1.78%. However, 
prices fell in printing and re-
production of recorded media 
by 4.44 percent and bever-
ages by 0.79%. 

The PPI for electricity, 
gas, steam and air condition-
ing supply, which carries a 
weightage of 1.67 percent, 
showed a decline of 13.18% in 
May month-on-month and an 
increase of 1.64 percent year-
on-year.

PPI up 2.76% m-o-m, soars 70.88% y-o-y

Commerce minister meets with Sri Lankan minister
MINISTER of Commerce and 
Industry HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al Thani met with Sri Lankan 
Minister of Power and Energy 
Kanchana Wijesekera and 
delegation accompanying him, 
in Doha on Wednesday. 

The two sides discussed 
issues of common interest 
aimed at strengthening coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries in the sectors of trade, 
investment and industry. 

During the meeting, the 
Qatari minister highlighted the 
successful economic poli-
cies Qatar has put in place to 
support the private sector and 
pointed out the incentives, 
legislation and promising op-
portunities that are aimed at 
encouraging investors, busi-
nessmen and business owners 
to invest in Qatar. (TNN)

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani with Sri  
Lankan Minister of Power and Energy Kanchana Wijesekera

Kaabi: Consistent 
with efforts to  

achieve ‘quality 
Qatarization’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MINISTER of State for En-
ergy Affairs and President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi chaired the 
energy sector’s 22nd Annual 
Qatarization Review meeting 
in Doha on Wednesday. 

The annual meeting, which 
focuses on the sector’s Qatari-
zation journey and celebrates 
its achievements for the past 
year, was attended by senior 
executives and representa-
tives from the companies par-
ticipating in the Energy Sector 
Strategic Qatarization Plan, as 
well as representatives from 
Qatar’s education community.

In his remarks at the 
opening of the review meet-
ing, the minister discussed the 
challenges and successes dur-
ing the past year of Qatariza-
tion efforts, and commended 
efforts of the different com-
panies in creating ways and 
means to ensure that Qatar’s 
national talent are developed 
to their full potential through 
professionally rewarding ca-
reer paths. 

“We have remained con-
sistent with our focused ef-
forts to achieve Quality Qata-
rization and improve career 
opportunities for young Qa-
taris, which is in total align-
ment with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 as articulated 
and guided by His Highness 
the Amir, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani. In this ef-
fort, we are all building on 
the Vision’s human develop-
ment outcome, which calls for 
an increased and diversified 
participation of Qataris in the 
workforce,” Kaabi said.

“I remain confident that 
through the hard work and 
innovation of our companies 
and the education commu-

nity, we will come closer every 
day to achieving the strategic 
Qatarization plans for the en-
ergy sector, and to ensuring 
that we have a very healthy 
pipeline of qualified and expe-
rienced Qataris in the years to 
come.”

Kaabi thanked all energy 
sector companies, and their 
employees, for their hard 
work and dedication in sup-
porting Qatarization, and ex-
pressed great appreciation of 
all stakeholder individuals, 
institutions, and communities 
who are working together on 
Qatarization for a better and 
brighter future.

He presented the An-
nual Qatarization Awards to 
honour companies who have 
exhibited Qatarization excel-

lence. Recipients of the Qata-
rization Crystal Awards were 
Qatar Petrochemical Com-
pany (QAPCO) for “Support 
and Liaison with the Educa-
tion Sector”; Qatar Fertilizer 
Company (QAFCO) for “Sup-
porting Qatarization”; Qatar 
Gas Transport Company Ltd. 
(Nakilat) for “Support for 
Learning and Development”; 
and Qatargas for “Best Qatari-
zation Progress”. 

The minister also pre-
sented the Annual Qatariza-
tion Certificates to Qatar Shell 
for “Support and Liaison with 
the Education Sector”; Qa-
tar Chemical Company Ltd. 
(QChem) for “Supporting 
Qatarization”; and Oryx GTL 
Ltd. for “Support for Training 
and Development”.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi chaired 
the energy sector’s 22nd Annual Qatarization Review meeting in Doha 
on Wednesday. 

MCIT joins hands with Meta to grow  
Qatar’s digital innovation ecosystem

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Tech-
nology (MCIT) has partnered 
with Facebook’s parent com-
pany Meta in support of its 
vision of transforming  Qatar 
into a digitally enabled knowl-
edge economy.

As part of this partnership, 
the ministry will explore op-
portunities for collaboration 
with Meta covering key areas 
like community upskilling, 
SME digitization and econom-
ic support.

The ministry strives to fos-
ter a human-centric vision for 
the digital economy and soci-
ety, making digital transfor-
mation a fully inclusive and 
transformative process for all 
businesses, from the small to 
the enterprise.

As such, it has identified 
cooperation at an internation-
al level as a critical constitu-
ent in achieving its vision. The 
partnership with Meta is one 
such example where MCIT 
will collaborate with Meta to 
leverage its expertise, resourc-
es, and best practices.

Assistant Undersecretary 
of Digital Society Develop-
ment at the Ministry of Com-
munications and Informa-
tion Technology Reem Al 
Mansoori said, “The strategic 
partnership with Meta will 
complement and strengthen 
Qatar’s efforts in supporting 
our small and medium enter-
prises in their digital trans-
formation journeys which is 

extremely important for the 
economic and social develop-
ment of the country.” 

Regional Director for 
the Middle East and North 
Africa at Meta Fares Akkad 
said, “We are inspired by the 
ministry’s efforts in building 
an integrated digital society. 
This partnership signifies our 
commitment to support lo-
cal SMEs by providing them 
with necessary digital skills 
to recover and deliver results 
online and help further boost 
a burgeoning start-up eco-
system to positively impact 
socio-economic growth in Qa-
tar.”

As part of the partnership, 
MCIT and Meta have kicked 
off a national program in sup-
port of SME digitization and 
growth.

Meta has launched for the 
first time a virtual SME hub 
in Qatar featuring a series of 
training webinars. The hub 

will also include a series of 
resources and will showcase 
local case studies and success 
stories to drive inspiration. 
Content will include training 
on how to creatively engage 
your audience with IG, get 
started with Meta Business 
Suite, get Creative with Ads 
and reach your audience with 
personalized ads amongst 
others. The programme is 
supported by local partners 
such as Aspire Zone Founda-
tion, the Sport Accelerator, 
Qatar Science and Technol-
ogy Park, Qatar Financial 
Center and Qatar Develop-
ment Bank (QDB).

President of Aspire Zone 
Foundation Hilal Al Kuwari 
said, “Initiatives such as ‘Meta 
Boost Qatar’ will promote 
SME digitization to achieve 
a resilient, sustainable and 
inclusive sports sector and 
unlock limitless opportuni-
ties for overall sector growth. 

Furthermore, this initiative 
identifies the much-needed 
training opportunities that 
best meet the sectors emerg-
ing needs and help SMEs ac-
quire in-demand tech skills 
to become part of the thriving 
sports sector.”

Acting CEO of QDB Ab-
dulrahman Hesham Al Sowai-
di said, “Our partnership with 
Meta is in line with the digital 
transformation endeavours 
taken by QDB, especially now 
that we have accelerated our 
digital solutions and e-com-
merce processes on a wider 
level due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

“We are offering several 
initiatives on this front, in-
cluding the NUMU digital 
platform and a new, special-
ized financing product that 
focuses on digitization solu-
tions and technological tools 
for small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), among 
others. We are pleased to col-
laborate on this initiative with 
national partners and we look 
forward to seeing its posi-
tive impact on Qatar’s entre-
preneurial ecosystem, while 
fulfilling the objectives of the 
national vision.” he added.

To mark the launch of this 
collaboration, Meta hosted an 
in-person event on the top-
ics of SME Digitization and 
Upskilling at Qatar Business 
District. The event included 
guest speaker sessions, ex-
perts and followed by a “Meta 
Boost” workshop for SMEs to 
learn about the essentials of 
digital marketing.
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Toshiba shareholders ap-
proved 13 nominated direc-
tors to its board Tuesday, as 
the Japanese technology giant 
struggles to restore its one-
time glory and set a clear lead-
ership direction.

Chief Executive Taro shi-
mada, who oversaw the an-
nual shareholders’ meeting in 
Tokyo, said the majority had 
voted to oK that plan.

he promised sharehold-
ers Toshiba Corp would forge 
ahead with clean energy, in-
frastructure projects, data ser-
vices, devices and storage. he 

stressed the Tokyo-based com-
pany had boosted profits for 
the latest fiscal year, ended in 
april, to 194.7 billion yen ($1.4 
billion), up from 114 billion 
yen the previous fiscal year.

by 2030, Toshiba is aiming 
for 5 trillion yen ($37 billion) 
in annual sales, up from about 
3 trillion yen ($22 billion), 
now.

During the question-and-
answer session, several share-
holders got up to express 
concern about the future of 
Toshiba, saying its manage-
ment appeared confused and 
its brand image negative.

Toshiba has been studying 

privatization as it tries to move 
ahead with the latest restruc-
turing plan. some potential 
investors are recommend-
ing Toshiba go private. at the 
meeting, several shareholders 
said they opposed privatiza-
tion because Toshiba was in-
volved in public works projects 
that widely affect society.

Toshiba has also set up a 
special committee to oversee 
the restructuring efforts, head-
ed by Jerry black, who joined 
the board as an outside direc-
tor in 2019. black, who has ex-
tensive experience in Japanese 
management, also spoke at the 
shareholders’ meeting.

Toshiba shareholders approve 
13 nominations to board
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ToTalEnErgiEs’ presence 
in Qatar has spanned more 
than 85 years beginning in 
1936. in the downstream sec-
tor, TotalEnergies has stakes 
at QaPCo, Qatofin, rloC 
and laffan refineries 1 and 2. 
The company has developed 
initiatives to reinvent and di-
versify to promote renewable 
and decarbonised energies in 
Qatar, alongside refining and 
petrochemical products.

“We are continuing our 
efforts of recent years to im-
prove energy efficiency in 
refining and Chemicals, by 
leveraging our expertise in 
Co2 conversion, carbon cap-
ture and storage, biofuels, and 
plastic recycling through vari-
ous ways including r&D. our 
ambition is to position Total-
Energies as a leader to meet 
the challenges of sustain-
able development,” said ghazi 
shahin, Managing Director 
of TotalEnergies refining & 
Chemicals - Qatar.

at TotalEnergies refin-
ing and Chemicals, oil and gas 
derivatives are converted into 
a variety of everyday products 
such as fuels, plastics, and 
resins. These products have 
numerous applications in 
transportation, household ap-
pliances, medical, food and in-
dustrial packaging, and other 
sectors.

Qatar is a key develop-
ment area for TotalEnergies’ 
refining and petrochemical 
activities and serves as a stra-
tegic location allowing the 
Company to cater to the grow-
ing demand for conversion of 
crude oil into high-value-add-
ed products such as polymers 
in the asian and Middle East 
region.

“Meeting the growing 
needs of these products in the 
region and around the world is 
not only a challenge: it is also 
our mission. as a shareholder 
in major downstream activi-
ties in Qatar, we aim to share 
our technical know-how and 
integrated approach with the 
energy industry, particularly 
our partners and stakehold-
ers,” added shahin.

speaking about the Com-

pany’s decarbonising efforts 
to achieve carbon neutral-
ity by 2050, he said: “Climate 
change is one of the greatest 
challenges that the world is 
facing today. Man-made prob-
lems require man-made solu-
tions. Every part of society has 
a role to play to combat it. To-
talEnergies has embarked on 
a joint effort with its partners 
worldwide to help decarbonise 
industry and reach net zero 
emissions by 2050.

“our activities are fully 
aligned with our ambition to 
reach carbon neutrality by 
2050, together with our soci-
ety. We are therefore perform-
ing research and development 
collaborations on low-carbon 
solutions, ghg reduction, 
large-scale carbon capture and 
storage (CCs), and renewable 
hydrogen production in our 
worldwide affiliates, to build 
a more sustainable future,” he 

added.
around the world, Total-

Energies is leveraging new 
technologies such as green hy-
drogen development and sus-
tainable aviation fuel (saF) 
production to help combat 
the carbon intensity of energy 
products used by its consum-
ers.

“in Qatar, in collaboration 
with Texas a&M University at 
Qatar (TaMUQ), we are in-
novating reactor technologies 
and new processes to develop 
a sustainable process to con-
vert natural gas to chemical 
products. This will help us to 
achieve low to near zero Co2 
emission, and maximise en-
ergy efficiency,” said shahin.

he added: “We are per-
fectly positioned to meet our 
customers’ growing demand 
for more efficient and envi-
ronmentally friendly poly-
mers while producing tangible 

solutions to end-of-life plas-
tics. our investments will help 
us contribute to our ambition 
of producing 30 percent recy-
cled and renewable polymers 
by 2030. Projects are already 
underway in Europe, with 
studies ongoing for Qatar”.

TotalEnergies is a found-
ing member of the alliance 
to End Plastic Waste and has 
pledged to allocate more than 
$1bn to the implementation 
of solutions to eliminate plas-
tic waste in the environment, 
with a goal to reach $1.5bn by 
2025.

TotalEnergies is globally 
working on mechanical and 
chemical recycling. This in-
cludes its subsidiary synova, 
a leader in the production 
of recycled polypropylene 
for sustainable applications 
for the automotive and con-
struction industry, as well as 
chemical recycling which is 

used as feedstock in TotalEn-
ergies’ steam crackers to pro-
duce polymers with properties 
identical to virgin polymers.

TotalEnergies is also a 
world leader in bioplastics, 
producing 75,000 tonnes/
year of Pla (Polylactic acid), 
a 100 percent bio-based, re-
cyclable and biodegradable 
bioplastic.

“We strive to contribute to 
the society we live in,” shahin 
observed of the Company’s 
broader objectives. “That is 
a commendable ethic that, 
if followed with respect to 
the Company’s operations 
in Qatar and elsewhere, will 
produce positive results. sus-
tainable development has 
thus become front and centre 
for TotalEnergies’ corporate 
strategy, with the Company 
looking to provide energy that 
is ever more affordable, reli-
able and clean,” he added.

TotalEnergies expands downstream 
low-carbon, R&D projects: Top exec

Ghazi Shahin, Managing Director of TotalEnergies Refining & Chemicals, Qatar
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ThE U.s. economy shrank at 
a 1.6% annual pace in the first 
three months of the year, the 
government reported Wednes-
day in a slight downgrade from 
its previous estimate for Janu-
ary-March quarter.

it was the first drop in gross 
domestic product — the broad-
est measure of economic out-
put — since the second quarter 
of 2020, in the depths of the 
CoViD-19 recession, and fol-
lowed a strong 6.9% expan-
sion in the final three months 
of 2021. inflation is running at 
40-year highs, and consumer 
confidence is sinking.

last month, the Commerce 
Department had pegged first-

quarter gDP growth at 1.5%. 
but on its third and final esti-
mate Wednesday the depart-
ment said consumer spending 
— which accounts for about 
two-thirds of economic output 
— was substantially weaker 
than it had calculated earlier, 
growing at a 1.8% annual pace 
instead of the 3.1% it estimated 
in May.

That was partly offset by 
a revision to its calculation of 
business inventories. Com-
merce said that reduced re-
stocking of company shelves 
had shaved less than 0.4 per-
centage points from first-quar-
ter growth, down from the 1.1 
percentage point hit it estimat-
ed in May.

still, the negative gDP 

number probably doesn’t sig-
nal the start of a recession, and 
economists expect growth to 
resume later this year.

The first-quarter dip 
doesn’t say much about the 

underlying health of the econ-
omy: a bigger trade deficit 
— reflecting americans’ appe-
tite for foreign goods and ser-
vices — slashed 3.2 percentage 
points off the change in Janu-
ary-March gDP.

business investment grew 
a healthy 5%.

still, the U.s. economy, 
which has enjoyed a brisk re-
covery from 2020′s short but 
devastating coronavirus reces-
sion, is under pressure as the 
Federal reserve raises interest 
rates to rein in inflation that’s 
running at a 40-year high.

The rebound caught busi-
nesses by surprise, and an 
unexpected surge in customer 
orders overwhelmed factories, 
ports and freight yards.

US economy slipped 1.6%; return to growth eyed

The US economy shrank at a 1.6% 
annual pace in the first three 
months of the year even though 
consumers and businesses kept 
spending at a healthy pace.
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ThE Us-Qatar business Coun-
cil (UsQbC) hosted a “Private 
Conversation” on the sidelines 
of the selectUsa investment 
summit 2022. The event fea-
tured Mohammed al sowaidi, 
the Chief investment officer 
for north and south america, 
at Qatar investment authority 
(Qia).

The event was moderated 
by Mohammed barakat, the 
Managing Director and Treas-
urer of the board of Direc-
tors at the Us-Qatar business 
Council. also participating in 
the discussion was scott Tay-
lor, President of UsQbC, and 
Fahad al-Dosari, Qatar’s Com-
mercial attaché to the United 

states. The event was attended 
by UsQbC members and part-
ners; government representa-
tives from both the Us and 
Qatar; and the wider business 
community.

“The state of Qatar is com-
mitted to expanding the bilat-
eral trade and investment ac-
tivities with the United states” 
, said Qia’s Chief investment 
officer for north and south 
america, on the sidelines of the 
selectUsa investment summit 
2022. 

“Qatar is a key economic 
partner to the United states,” 
said scott Taylor, President of 
UsQbC. 

“Qia’s visit today demon-
strates the importance of the 
Us to their overall investment 
portfolio and their commit-

ment to growing their pres-
ence here in the states across 
a wide variety of industries,” he 
added.

Mohammed barakat, the 
Managing Director and Treas-
urer of the board of Direc-
tors at the Us-Qatar business 
Council, said, “Qatar is com-
mitted to increasing its invest-
ments in the United states. 

“Qatar’s sovereign wealth 
fund and the country’s pri-
vate sector have made strate-
gic investments across a wide 
variety of industries in the 
United states from real estate, 
to finance, to agriculture, and 
many others which have re-
sulted in increased exports of 
american products & services 
as well as jobs for american 
families.”

Fahad al-Dosari, Qatar’s 
Commercial attaché to the 
United states, said “The state 

of Qatar is committed to ex-
panding the bilateral trade and 
investment activities with the 

United states.
“Through the Qia invest-

ments in the Us, the state of 
Qatar achieves its diversifica-
tion goals and contributes to 
the economic strength of the 
Us through investments across 
a wide variety of sectors.”

in 2020, the Qatar invest-
ment authority pledged to in-
vest $45 billion in the United 
states over the coming years, 
with key investments already 
having been made across mul-
tiple sectors including oil and 
gas, financial technology, real 
estate, food production, hospi-
tality, among others. some no-
table investments by Qia in the 
United states include EatJust, 
inc. which secured $200 mil-
lion in funding, Califia Farms 
which received a $225 million 

series D financing, and so-Fi 
which closed over $500 mil-
lion in equity financing.

in December 2021, Qia 
announced its plans to invest 
$10 billion in Us ports as part 
of its aim to deepen ties with 
the United states. These in-
vestments would target ports 
around the Us East Coast and 
are planned to be developed in 
several phases.

Qia has made substantial 
progress in the economic in-
frastructure sphere, including 
private sector development 
through organizing partner-
ships between Qia and the 
private sector to contribute to 
achieving growth and econom-
ic diversification in the pursuit 
of achieving Qatar’s national 
vision 2030.

USQBC holds meeting with QIA’s Mohammed Al Sowaidi

The US-Qatar Business Council (USQBC) hosted a “Private Conversa-
tion” on the sidelines of the SelectUSA Investment Summit 2022.

‘No guarantee’ Fed 
can tame inflation, 
spare jobs: Powell

Agencies

FEDEral reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell said there’s 
“no guarantee″ the central 
bank can tame runaway in-
flation without hurting the 
job market.

speaking Wednesday at 
a European Central bank 
forum in sintra, Portugal, 
Powell repeated his hope 
that the Fed can achieve 
a so-called soft landing — 
raising interest rates just 
enough to slow the econo-
my and rein in surging con-
sumer prices without caus-
ing a recession and sharply 
raising the unemployment 
rate.

“We believe we can do 
that. That is our aim,″ he 
said. but the russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, he said, 
had made the job more dif-
ficult by disrupting com-
merce and driving up the 
price of food, energy and 
chemicals.

“it’s gotten harder,″ 
Powell said. “The pathways 
have gotten narrower.″ 
ECb President Christine 
lagarde echoed the “major 
impact” of energy shocks, 
which are rippling world-
wide but felt acutely in Eu-
rope because of its reliance 
on russian oil and natural 
gas. she also pointed to Eu-
rope’s proximity to the war 
in Ukraine and said how 
“energy was vastly under-
estimated” in the bank’s as-
sessment of inflation.

The ECb and the Fed 
were slow to recognize 
the inflation threat that 
emerged just over a year 
ago. They believed that ris-
ing prices were the tempo-
rary result of supply chain 
snags as the economy 
bounced back with unex-
pected speed from 2020′s 
brief but devastating coro-
navirus recession.

but inflation kept accel-
erating. The Fed raised its 
short-term benchmark rate 
in March and May and ap-
peared to be ready for an-
other half-percentage-point 

increase at its meeting June 
14-15.

Then, the labor De-
partment reported that 
consumer prices had shot 
up 8.6% in May from a year 
earlier — biggest jump since 
1981. The Fed responded 
by pushing the rate up by 
three-quarters of a percent-
age point — biggest hike 
since 1994.

Europe’s central bank 
is behind the Fed but said 
it will raise rates in July 
for the first time in 11 years 
and again in september 
to target inflation running 
at a record 8.1% in the 19 
countries using the euro. 
in a speech Tuesday open-
ing the ECb forum, lagarde 
said the bank will go gradu-
ally with hikes but keep its 
options open to “stamp out” 
inflation if it surges faster 
than expected.

increasingly, econo-
mists worry that higher 
rates could push the econo-
my into a recession.

Powell, however, point-
ed to a strong labor market 
— unemployment is near a 
half century low at 3.6% — 
and noted that most house-
holds and businesses had 
healthy savings.

“overall,″ he said, “the 
U.s. economy is well-posi-
tioned to withstand tighter 
monetary policy.″ lagarde 
noted similar was true of 
Europe.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell
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Merger vote at Spirit could reshape 
discount airline market

The prospect of a takeover of Spir-
it Airlines threatens to upend 
the cheap-fare end of the indus-
try much like a series of merg-
ers among big airlines reduced 

choices for travelers.
Spirit is the largest budget airline in 

the United States, but its days as a stand-
alone company appear numbered. The 
big question is whether it is sold to fellow 
discounter Frontier Airlines or to JetBlue, 
which operates more like the four giants 
that dominate the U.S. airline business.

The outcome could determine how 
many choices travelers have for the lowest 
fares. That’s particularly important to lei-
sure customers, the group that Spirit tar-
gets.

Spirit shareholders are scheduled to 
vote Thursday on whether to approve a 
stock-and-cash offer from Frontier that 
is currently worth about $22 per share, 
or $2.4 billion, and give Spirit sharehold-
ers 48.5% of the combined airline. Spirit’s 
board has continued to support the deal in 
the face of a hostile bid from JetBlue worth 
$33.50 per share, or $3.6 billion.

JetBlue says its all-cash offer is finan-
cially superior. Frontier argues that its 
proposal will be better for Spirit sharehold-
ers in the long run, assuming that airline 
stocks recover to pre-pandemic levels.

Both covet Spirit because of its rela-
tively young fleet of more than 170 planes 
and its roughly 3,000 pilots — even more 
valuable during a pilot shortage that could 
last most of this decade.

Antitrust regulators are sure to exam-
ine either deal closely. Frontier and Jet-
Blue both claim that consumers will ben-
efit if they win the Spirit sweepstakes. A 
Frontier-Spirit combination would operate 
about 5% of the nation’s flights, and Jet-
Blue plus Spirit would operate more than 
7%, based on July schedules, making either 
one a stronger competitor to American, 
United, Delta and Southwest.

People who follow the industry closely 
are divided over which deal would help 
consumers more. Those who prefer a Fron-
tier-Spirit deal point out that both are “ul-
tra low-cost carriers” that charge rock-bot-
tom fares — although they add many fees. 
They say JetBlue has become too much like 
the bigger airlines.

“You end up either with another big, 
high-cost, regular-fare airline (with Jet-
Blue), or you end up with a truly nation-
wide ultra-low-cost-carrier that’s twice the 
size of anything today,” says Robert Mann, 
a longtime airline executive and consult-
ant. Consumers, he said, “should be look-
ing for continuation of a true low-fare, aus-
tere environment with the Spirit-Frontier 
combination.” Scott Keyes, the founder of 
Scott’s Cheap Flights travel site, doesn’t 

like either deal, “but I like the JetBlue op-
tion even less.” Keyes said removing a com-
petitor always tends to push up fares, but 
the impact won’t be as bad if the buyer is 
another budget airline like Frontier.

“Even if you never fly Spirit or Frontier, 
you still owe them a debt of gratitude for 
causing your Delta or American flight to 
be cheaper than it would be otherwise,” he 
said.

Spooked by the growth of the discount 
airlines, bigger carriers started to sell 
“Basic Economy” fares in recent years, al-
though they limit the number of bargain-
bin seats on each flight.

JetBlue CEO Robin Hayes counters with 
a decade-old study by MIT researchers who 
found that JetBlue flying a particular route 
did more to reduce prices than did service 
by budget airlines, which account for a 
small portion of the market. He has taken 
to calling it “the JetBlue effect.” Michael 

Linenberg, an airline analyst for Deutsche 
Bank, said if JetBlue succeeds in buying 
Spirit, some of the cheapest fares might go 
away, but a bigger JetBlue could replace 
them with seats that appeal to other kinds 
of travelers. He pointed to JetBlue’s “Mint” 
business-class service, which has been so 
successful on transcontinental flights that 
it forced bigger rivals to cut prices on their 
premium seats.

“It’s not all about catering to people 
who want to pay $29 or $59 fares. There are 
passenger segments that JetBlue will serve 
that Frontier and Spirit do not,” Linenberg 
said. “There are going to be lots of seats out 
there, and it’s not like JetBlue will stop of-
fering low fares.” Savanthi Syth, an airline 
analyst for Raymond James & Associates, 
said any loss of cheap seats after a JetBlue-
Spirit deal will be temporary because other 
budget carriers — notably including Fron-
tier — will grow.

“Frontier has the order book (for new 
planes) to step in and pick up what Spirit 
leaves behind,” she said.

It’s even harder to predict whether a 
Spirit sale will make much difference in 
customer service.

Spirit had the highest rate of consumer 
complaints to the government in the latest 
figures from the Transportation Depart-
ment, covering April, and has finished at 
the bottom five of the last seven years.

Neither would-be buyer seems likely 
to improve Spirit’s poor record. Frontier 
had the worst complaint rate the other 
two years, and JetBlue’s rate last year was 
higher than everyone except Spirit and 
Frontier.

Several mergers between 2008 and 
2013 — Delta bought Northwest, United 
absorbed Continental, Southwest bought 
rival low-cost carrier AirTran, and Ameri-
can and US Airways combined — left four 

airlines in control of 80% of the U.S. mar-
ket and ushered in several years of airfares 
rising faster than inflation. The pace of 
consolidation then slowed, with only one 
major deal, Alaska Airlines’ 2016 acquisi-
tion of Virgin America.

Airline industry officials believe that 
that antitrust regulators would prevent 
American, United, Delta or Southwest from 
snapping up any rivals, but that doesn’t rule 
out further consolidation. Some analysts 
say a merger of JetBlue on the East Coast 
and Alaska in the West would make sense. 
Smaller players Allegiant Air, Sun Country 
and startups Avelo and Breeze could be-
come takeover targets at some point.

“In the ultra-low-cost space, we prob-
ably have too many players. I think we will 
see consolidation,” said Linenberg, the 
Deutsche Bank analyst. “Do we need eight 
or nine or 10 airlines flying from New York 
to Fort Lauderdale?”

A line of Spirit Airlines jets sit on the tarmac at the Orlando International Airport on May 20, 2020, in Orlando, Fla. 
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AS part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibility pro-
gramme, Qatar Islamic 
Bank (QIB) announced its 
support for Qatar Cancer 
Society (QCS) in helping 
to raise awareness on the 
importance of early detec-
tion to prevent the risk of  
cancer.

QIB has also extended 
support to QCS through 
fundraising activities to 
support cancer patients 
who are unable to bear 
the cost of treatment. This 
sponsorship reflects the 
Bank’s commitment to 
giving back to the commu-
nity, and to making posi-
tive contributions to major 
causes that affect society. 

Mashaal Abdulaziz Al 
Derham, Assistant General 
Manager, Head of Corpo-
rate Communications & 
Quality Assurance at QIB 
said: “We are proud to con-
tribute to the fight against 
cancer by supporting Qatar 
Cancer Society and em-
powering the health sector 
in Qatar. QIB believes in 
the noble mission of Qa-
tar Cancer Society, and we 
strive to make an impact 
on peoples’ lives and the 

community. 
This also reflects the 

Bank’s support to promote 
a culture of effective early 
detection, a key element to 
reach a conscious society 
that is well versed in major 
health matters.”

With a mission to em-
power the local commu-
nity, QIB’s initiatives fo-
cus on education, health, 
sports, and humanitarian 
activities in collaboration 
with like-minded partners. 
In 2022, the Bank contin-
ues its Financial Literacy 
Program ‘How Money 
works’, developed in col-
laboration with INJAZ Qa-
tar, for the fourth consecu-
tive year after achieving 

great success in the previ-
ous editions. The program 
benefited 300 students 
since the beginning of this 
year.

Launched in 1997, Qa-
tar Cancer Society is a 
non-profit humanitarian 
charity operating under 
the Regulatory Authority 
for Charitable Activities to 
make Qatar a leader in can-
cer prevention by educat-
ing the community, sup-
porting, and empowering 
individuals living with can-
cer, as well as engaging in 
professional development 
and scientific research in 
the field of cancer in line 
with Qatar National Vision 
2030.

QIB supports Qatar Cancer  
Society to raising awareness

EU countries approve climate measures
AGENCIES

EUROPEAN Union countries 
reached a deal following hard-
fought talks that dragged into 
early Wednesday to back 
stricter climate rules that 
would eliminate carbon emis-
sions from new cars by 2035.

The 27 EU members 
found agreement on draft leg-
islation aimed at slashing EU 
greenhouse gases by at least 
55% in 2030 compared with 
1990 rather than by a previ-
ously agreed 40%.

“A long but good day for 
climate action: The council’s 
decisions on Fitfor55 are a big 
step towards delivering the 
EU Green Deal,” said Frans 
Timmermans, the European 
Commission vice-president 
in charge of the Green Deal, 
after the meeting of environ-
ment ministers in Luxem-
bourg.

The agreement on the five 
laws proposed by the EU’s 
executive arm last year paves 
the way for final negotiations 
with the European Parlia-
ment. EU lawmakers are 
backing ambitious bloc-wide 
targets. final approval of the 
legislative package requires 
the Parliament to resolve dif-
ferences with the bloc’s na-
tional governments over vari-
ous details.

“The council is now ready 
to negotiate with the Europe-
an Parliament on concluding 
the package, thereby placing 
the European Union more 
than ever in the vanguard of 

fighting climate change,” said 
Agnès Pannier-Runacher, the 
French Minister for the en-
ergy transition.

The decision to introduce 
a 100% CO2 emissions reduc-
tion target by 2035 for new 
cars and vans would effec-
tively prohibit the sale in the 
27-nation bloc of new cars 
powered by gasoline or diesel.

Europe’s leading clean 
transport campaign group, 
Transport and Environment, 
said the EU government’s 
agreement was “historic” as 
it “breaks the hold of the oil 
industry over transport.” “It’s 
game over for the internal 
combustion engine in Eu-
rope,” the group said.

Greenpeace was more 
skeptical, saying the 2035 

deadline is too late to limit 
global warming to below 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit).

The deal poses a mighty 
challenge for German au-
tomakers, who have long re-
lied on sales of increasingly 
big, gas-guzzling vehicles for 
their profits.

Following intense hag-
gling within the three-party 
government, particularly be-
tween the environmentalist 
Greens and the pro-business 
Free Democrats, German of-
ficials voted in favor of the 
compromise overnight.

The German government 
said the deal will also see the 
Commission make a proposal 
that will allow cars which run 
exclusively on climate neutral 

e-fuels to continue to be sold 
after 2035.

“This is a huge step for-
ward and steers the trans-
port sector onto the path of 
climate neutrality,” Environ-
ment Minister Steffi Lemke, 
a member of the Greens,  
said. 

By declaring that only 
cars and light utility vehicles 
which emit no CO2 can be 
sold from 2035, “we are send-
ing a clear signal that we need 
to meet the climate targets. 
This gives the car industry the 
planning security it needs.” 
The EU wants to drastically 
reduce gas emission from 
transportation by 2050 and 
promote electric cars, but a 
report from the bloc’s exter-
nal auditor showed last year 
that the bloc is lacking the ap-
propriate charging stations. 
Transportation accounts for 
about 25% of all greenhouse 
gas emissions in the EU.

In addition to the land-
mark agreement on cars, the 
package also features a re-
form of the EU’s carbon mar-
ket and the creation of a social 
climate fund to help vulner-
able households cope with 
the planned clean-energy re-
vamp. That issue has become 
more politically sensitive as 
Russia’s war in Ukraine has 
sent fuel prices soaring.

The overall goal is to put 
the EU on track to become 
climate-neutral in 2050 and 
to prod other major polluters, 
including the United States 
and China, to follow suit.

The 27 EU members found agreement on draft legislation aimed at 
slashing EU greenhouse gases by at least 55% in 2030.
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EMMA Raducanu’s Wimble-
don return proved to be an 
anti-climax as the US Open 
champion exited in the second 
round with defeat by Caroline 
Garcia.

Living up to the hype 
has proved impossible for 
the 19-year-old so far and, a 
year after rocketing to star-
dom with a run to the fourth 
round and then achieving the 
unthinkable in New York, she 
slipped to a meek 6-3, 6-3 loss 
on Centre Court.

Short of matches after 
three weeks out with a side 
strain, Raducanu was simply 
unable to find the level re-
quired to match Frenchwom-
an Garcia across the 86-min-
ute contest.

Raducanu’s mantra this 
tournament has very much 
been that, whatever she 
achieved last year, she re-
mains a relative novice with 
everything to gain simply from 
experiencing these environ-
ments.

She was quick to dismiss 
the idea that her main emotion 
after a first Centre Court vic-
tory on Monday against Alison 
Van Uytvanck should be relief.

But expectations for a 

grand slam champion are in-
escapable and hopes for her 
second-round match were 
boosted by Raducanu having 
won her only previous clash 
against Garcia in Indian Wells 
in March.

The Frenchwoman is 
ranked down at 55 but, having 
been tipped as a future world 

number one by Andy Murray 
as a teenager, has been as high 
as number four.

She struggled in the first 
round against Britain’s Yuriko 
Miyazaki but had arrived late 
from Germany, where she won 
a tournament on grass at the 
weekend.

Garcia had promised to 

be aggressive and she was as 
good as her word, stepping 
into the court on Raducanu’s 
second serve in particular and 
looking to take control with 
her backhand.

With blustery conditions 
causing problems for both 
players, Raducanu battled 
back from losing the open-

ing two games, but was outhit 
by Garcia as the 28-year-old 
reeled off three games in a 
row.

A clever second serve from 
Raducanu saved a set point at 
2-5 but Garcia, who can be a 
wobbly closer, made no mis-
take on her own delivery.

Both women left the court 
for a bathroom break as the 
stadium, which had been a 
long way short of capacity, be-
latedly filled up.

Raducanu held serve twice 
to start the second set but was 
in trouble as soon as Garcia 
got into any rally, the French-
woman’s weight of shot simply 
superior to that of her much 
younger opponent.

The crowd tried to inspire 
Raducanu and cheered heart-
ily when she immediately re-
trieved a break to level at 3-3 
only for a double fault and 
backhand shanked into the 
tramlines to put Garcia ahead 
again, from where she pulled 
away to clinch victory.

Disappointment must be 
tempered by the knowledge 
Raducanu has many more 
chances to challenge for the 
latter stages at Wimbledon in 
the future, and her thoughts 
will now turn to the build-up 
to the defence of her title in 
New York later in the summer.

Raducanu’s Wimbledon over after 
straight sets defeat to Garcia

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

MERCEDES’ Lewis Hamil-
ton is set for another collision 
course with Formula One’s 
governing body over the jewel-
lery row which could threaten 
his participation at Sunday’s 
British Grand Prix.

A record 142,000 fans are 
expected at Silverstone for one 
of the highlights of Britain’s 
sporting summer - the ma-
jority of whom will be there 
to support seven-time world 
champion Hamilton.

But Hamilton, 37, is fac-
ing the astonishing prospect of 
being expelled from his home 
race - with the motorsport 
governing body FIA’s deadline 
to remove his nose stud expir-

ing on Thursday.
Hamilton was afforded a 

two-race medical exemption 
at the Miami Grand Prix on 
May 8 - to the seventh round 
of the campaign in Monaco on 
May 29 - to remove the item of 
jewellery which he says is not 
easy to take out. A second ex-
tension was then agreed.

But if Hamilton keeps his 
nose stud in place for first 
practice at Silverstone on Fri-
day, and further concessions 
are not granted by the FIA, 
Hamilton is likely to be sum-
moned to the stewards.

While a number of options 
are available to the stewards - 
including a reprimand or fine 
- the worst-case scenario for 
Hamilton is a suspension for 
breaking the rules.

Such a breach would mean 
he is ineligible to take part in 
qualifying on Saturday for his 
home race. The ban on drivers 
wearing jewellery in the cock-
pit has been in place for a num-
ber of years. But FIA president 
Mohammed ben Sulayem, 
who succeeded Jean Todt last 
December, and race director 
Niels Wittich, a replacement 
for the sacked Michael Masi, 
have been keen to enforce 
the rule on safety grounds. 
And there is a growing feeling 
within the governing body that 
additional exemptions should 
not be granted.

Speaking at the Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix earlier this month, 
Hamilton said: “Honestly, I 
feel like there’s just way too 
much time and energy being 

given to this.
“The rule came in in 2005. 

I think we’ve all worn jewel-
lery throughout our careers 
in Formula One. It’s not been 
a problem in the past and 
there’s no reason for it to nec-
essarily be a problem now.

“It definitely is positive 
that we’re working with the 
FIA and I think they’re accom-
modating a little bit at the mo-
ment. But we shouldn’t have 
to keep on revisiting this thing 
every weekend. We’ve defi-
nitely got bigger fish to fry.” 

Hamilton, who is 98 
points behind championship 
leader Max Verstappen, was 
due to address the media 
in the FIA’s pre-race press 
conference at Silverstone on 
Thursday afternoon.

Eight of the past nine Brit-
ish GPs have been won by 
Mercedes, with the only ex-
ception being Sebastian Vettel 
with Ferrari in 2018, and im-
provements shown in Canada 
will provide encouragement 
for the Silver Arrows.

Hamilton’s second podium 
finish of the season in third 
was the highlight in Montreal, 
but George Russell’s consist-
ency continues to stand out, 
with the British driver finish-
ing in the top five in all nine 
races in 2022.

A win for Hamilton would 
be the ninth of his career at Sil-
verstone, setting a new record 
for the most wins in a single GP 
- overtaking his eight victories 
in Hungary and Michael Schu-
macher’s eight wins in France.

Jewellery row with FIA could see 
Hamilton miss race at Silverstone

When the FIA had announced a new jewellery ban in May, Lewis  
Hamilton showed up at the Miami Grand Prix press conference  
wearing 8 rings, 4 necklaces, 3 watches, and 2 earrings. 
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India to  
wait till Test 
match eve  
for captain  
Rohit to  
recover  
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FORMULA 2 has expressed its disappointment at a decision from 
Hitech Grand Prix to allow Juri Vips to retain his seat for the remainder 
of the season. The Estonian was axed by Red Bull following an investi-
gation into alleged racist language used during an online gaming ses-
sion, stripping him of his reserve driver status and a spot in the team’s 
young driver programme. However, Vips will retain his seat with Hitech 
Grand Prix ahead of this weekend’s race at Silverstone with team 
principal Oliver Oakes stating he would give the 21-year-old a “chance 
to redeem himself.” “I have made the decision for Juri to keep his F2 
seat with Hitech for the remainder of the season, a decision we have 
seriously debated,” he said. “Allowing him to complete his season with 
Hitech is an opportunity for him to demonstrate, through his actions, 
the type of person he is. I have made it clear that I think the language 
used was totally unacceptable, but I choose to give him the chance to 
redeem himself. Hitech GP employs an inclusive workforce and has 
never condoned racism or offensive behaviour in any forms. That said, 
if we live in a society where no one can make a mistake, then genuinely 
apologize, have the chance for redemption and learn from it - what does 
it say about society?” The decision resulted in disappointment from F2, 
which admitted it was not a course of action it would have taken. “Fol-
lowing the recent incident involving Juri Vips, F2 would like to reaffirm 
that the use of racist or discriminatory language cannot be tolerated in 
any environment,” it said. (STATS Perform/DPA)

F2 ‘surprised’ as Juri Vips retains  
Hitech Grand Prix seat

 Quick read

France’s Caroline Garcia (R) shakes hands with Britain’s Emma Raducanu after winning their women’s 
singles match on the third day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in 
Wimbledon, southwest London, on Wednesday. Garcia won 6-3, 6-3. (AFP)

Piquet apologizes but 
claims comment was 

mistranslated
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

NELSON Piquet has apolo-
gized “wholeheartedly” after 
using an offensive expression 
when discussing Lewis Ham-
ilton in an interview last year 
but insists the word he used 
has been mistranslated.

Former Formula One 
world champion Piquet, 69, 
was reported to have used a 
racial slur towards Hamilton 
following the 2021 British 
Grand Prix.

Piquet said in a statement: 
“I would like to clear up the 
stories circulating in the me-
dia about a comment I made 
in an interview last year.

“What I said was ill thought 
out, and I make no defence 
for it, but I will clarify that 
the term used is one that has 
widely and historically been 
used colloquially in Brazilian 
Portuguese as a synonym for 
‘guy’ or ‘person’ and was never 
intended to offend.

“I would never use the 
word I have been accused of in 
some translations. I strongly 
condemn any suggestion that 
the word was used by me with 
the aim of belittling a driver 
because of his skin colour.

“I apologize wholeheart-
edly to anyone that was af-
fected, including Lewis, who 
is an incredible driver, but the 
translation in some media that 
is now circulating on social 
media is not correct.

Discrimination has no 

place in F1 or society and I am 
happy to clarify my thoughts 
in that respect.” 

Brazilian Piquet, a three-
time world champion, was re-
ported to have been discussing 
a collision between Hamilton 
and rival Max Verstappen on 
the opening lap at Silverstone, 
which saw the Dutchman re-
tire from the race.

Hamilton responded to the 
story on social media by insist-
ing “archaic mindsets” needed 
to change and was supported 
by Formula One and his team 
Mercedes, who both con-
demned Piquet.

The PA news agency un-
derstands Piquet will not be 
welcomed back into the F1 
paddock.

Seven-time world champi-
on Hamilton posted on Twit-
ter: “It’s more than language. 
These archaic mindsets need 
to change and have no place in 
our sport.

“I’ve been surrounded by 
these attitudes and targeted 
my whole life.

There has been plenty of 
time to learn. Time has come 
for action.” An F1 statement 
read: “Discriminatory or rac-
ist language is unacceptable 
in any form and has no part in 
society. Lewis is an incredible 
ambassador for our sport and 
deserves respect.

“His tireless efforts to 
increase diversity and inclu-
sion are a lesson to many and 
something we are committed 
to at F1.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates beating Australia’s Thanasi Kokki-
nakis on the third day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club in  London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Outstanding Djokovic marches into third round
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON

DEFENDING champion No-
vak Djokovic outclassed Tha-
nasi Kokkinakis in a domi-
neering straight-sets victory 
to march into the third round 
at Wimbledon. The top seed 
moved majestically as he 
made a statement on Centre 
Court, winning 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 in 
just two hours on Wednesday.

Djokovic breezed into a 

3-0 lead in an opening set he 
served out to love after break-
ing for a second time, return-
ing majestically as he domi-
nated the Australian.

The 20-time Grand Slam 
champion needed just the one 
early break in the second set 
as he served superbly and was 
ruthless at the net, also bossing 
rallies from the baseline.

World No. 3 Djokovic was 
relentless as he broke twice 
in a one-sided third set be-

fore ending the match with 
a hold after saving the only 
break point he faced. The six-
time Wimbledon champion 
Djokovic will face fellow Ser-
bian Miomir Kecmanovic in 
round three. That is 23 wins in 
a row at the grass-court Grand 
Slam for three-time defending 
champion Djokovic. The tour-
nament favourite dropped a 
set in his win over Kwon Soon-
woo on Monday, but barely put 
a foot wrong two days later.

Men’s Singles (Rd 2)
Novak Djokovic (SRB x1) bt Thanasi Kokkinakis (AUS) 6-1, 6-4, 6-2
Miomir Kecmanovic (SRB x25) bt Alejandro Tabilo (CHI) 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/3), 
3-6, 6-3
Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO x22) bt Quentin Halys (FRA) 7-6 (9/7), 0-6, 7-5, 7-6 (7/5)
Oscar Otte (GER x32) bt Christian Harrison (USA) 3-1 - retired
Ugo Humbert (FRA) bt Casper Ruud (NOR x3) 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4
David Goffin (BEL) bt Sebastian Baez (ARG x31) 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Frances Tiafoe (USA x23) bt Maximilian Marterer (GER) 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/3)
Alexander Bublik (KAZ) bt Dusan Lajovic (SRB) 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, 7-5
Cameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt Jaume Munar (ESP) 6-4, 3-6, 5-7, 6-0, 6-2
Steve Johnson (USA) bt Ryan Peniston (GBR) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4
Women’s Singles (RD 2)
Marie Bouzkova (CZE) bt Ann Li (USA) 6-0, 6-3

Zhang Shuai (CHN x33) bt Marta Kostyuk (UKR) 7-6 (8/6), 6-2
Caroline Garcia (FRA) bt Emma Raducanu (GBR x10) 6-3, 6-3
Angelique Kerber (GER x15) bt Magda Linette (POL) 6-3, 6-3
Diane Parry (FRA) bt Mai Hontama (JPN) 6-3, 6-2
Tatjana Maria (GER) bt Sorana Cirstea (ROM x26) 6-3, 1-6, 7-5
Irina-Camelia Begu (ROM) bt Elisabetta Cocciaretto (ITA) 6-4, 6-4
Jelena Ostapenko (LAT x12) bt Yanina Wickmayer (BEL) 6-2, 6-2
Lesia Tsurenko (UKR) bt Anhelina Kalinina (UKR x29) 3-6, 6-4, 6-3
Jule Niemeier (GER) bt Anett Kontaveit (EST x2) 6-4, 6-0
1st Rd: Greet Minnen (BEL) bt Garbine Muguruza (ESP x9) 6-4, 6-0
Harriet Dart (GBR) bt Rebeka Masarova (ESP) 6-1, 6-4
Jessica Pegula (USA x8) bt Donna Vekic (CRO) 6-3, 7-6 (7/2)
Karolina Pliskova (CZE x6) bt Tereza Martincova (CZE) 7-6 (7/1), 7-5.

Results



PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SERENA Williams left her 
future open to question af-
ter her return to Wimbledon 
ended in a first-round defeat 
by little-known Frenchwoman 
Harmony Tan.

Stepping out to play sin-
gles for the first time since 
leaving Centre Court prema-
turely and in tears after suf-
fering a hamstring injury in 
the opening round 12 months 
ago, Williams was rusty and 
error-prone.

The will remained and, 
cheered on by a supportive 
crowd, she looked like she 
might stumble over the fin-
ish line after coming from a 
set down and then saving a 
match point in the 12th game 
of the decider.

But instead Williams suf-
fered just her third first-round 
loss at a grand slam, going 
down 7-5 1-6 7-6 (7) in a decid-
ing tie-break at 10.35pm after 
three hours and 10 minutes.

At 40, the American’s time 
in the game is clearly running 
out, but she remained vague 
about her future plans and re-
fused to rule out another tilt at 
Wimbledon next year.

“Like I said coming into 
this, I’m just planning for right 
now, seeing how I feel, just to 
go from there,” she said.

Pressed on whether it was 
her farewell to the All England 

Club, Williams added: “That’s 
a question I can’t answer. 
I don’t know. Who knows? 
Who knows where I’ll pop 
up.” Tan, a 24-year-old debu-
tante ranked 115, is the type of 
player Williams used to beat 
before even stepping on court 
but no one, including probably 
the 23-time Grand Slam sin-
gles champion herself, knew 
what to expect here.

Williams recovered from 
a very shaky start to lead 4-2 

in the opening set but 21 un-
forced errors proved her 
downfall.

She composed herself af-
ter a short break to close the 
roof, winning the second set 
comfortably, and it looked 
like she might find a way 
through when she led 3-1 in 
the decider.

But there were no certain-
ties about Williams here and 
she was unable to capitalise 
on a 4-0 lead in the tie-break, 

with Tan celebrating the best 
moment of her career.

“I think physically I did 
pretty good,” said Williams. “I 
think the last couple of points, 
I was really suffering there.

“But I feel like in just those 
key points, winning some of 
those points, is always some-
thing mentally that you kind 
of need. I did pretty good on 
maybe one or two of them, but 
obviously not enough.” 

It has been clear for sever-

al years that Williams cannot 
simply turn up and win grand 
slams now but, with varied 
business commitments and a 
young daughter, she has a lot 
going on in her life besides 
tennis.

The US Open begins in two 
months, and Williams gave 
a positive indication that she 
will be at Flushing Meadows 
in August.

“It definitely makes 
me want to hit the practice 
courts,” she said.

“I feel that it’s actually kind 
of like, ‘OK, Serena, you can do 
this if you want’.

“When you’re at home, es-
pecially in New York, and the 
US Open, that being the first 
place I’ve won a grand slam, is 
something that’s always super 
special. There’s definitely lots 
of motivation to get better and 
to play at home.” 

Williams would surely not 
have come to the All England 
Club if she did not believe a 
record-equalling 24th Grand 
Slam title was still a possibility.

Asked if she could be satis-
fied with Tuesday’s loss being 
her final Wimbledon memory, 
she said: “Obviously not. You 
know me. Definitely not.

“But today I gave all I could 
do. Maybe tomorrow I could 
have given more. Maybe a week 
ago I could have given more. 
But today was what I could do. 
At some point, you have to be 
able to be OK with that.”

Serena brushes off retirement 
talk, looks ahead to US Open

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NICK Kyrgios emerged victo-
rious from an opening-round 
five-setter against British 
wildcard Paul Jubb at Wim-
bledon on Tuesday but contro-
versy again followed, with the 
Australian blasting the “disre-
spect” he feels he receives.

The 27-year-old defeated 
Jubb 3-6 6-1 7-5 6-7 (3-7) 7-5 
and hit 67 winners but after a 
drama-filled three hours and 
five minutes, his prompting 
of a line judge to speak to the 
chair umpire and demands 
for some fans to be removed 
were punctuated by spitting 
towards a section of the crowd 

upon victory.
Earlier this month, tourna-

ment organisers in Stuttgart 
investigated when Kyrgios 
claimed he was racially abused 
by sections of the crowd dur-
ing a match.

At his post-match news 
conference, Kyrgios jousted 
with journalists on the capac-
ity of older line judges to make 
accurate calls, but primar-
ily focused on the perceived 
normality of on and off-court 
abuse.

“A lot of disrespect was 
being thrown today from the 
crowds,” he said. 

“I’m just starting to think 
that it’s normal when it’s re-
ally not.

“I didn’t say anything to 
the crowd until they started 
just every time I came down to 
the far end, people just going. 
It’s just I don’t know if it’s nor-
mal or not.

“Just pure disrespect, just 

anything. Someone just yelled 
out I was s**t in the crowd to-
day. Is that normal? No. I just 
don’t understand why it’s hap-
pening over and over again.

“Have you ever gone to a 
supermarket and just started 
berating someone scanning 
the groceries? No. So why do 
they do it when I’m at Wim-
bledon? Why is that?” 

In a testy news confer-
ence, Kyrgios was himself 
accused of lacking respect, 
but he lamented over not 
being able to respond to the 
abuse he receives on the 
court without some kind of 
punishment.

The world number 40 in-
sisted he has no regrets on 

spitting towards an unruly fan 
after his win.

“Today, as soon as I won 
the match, I turned to him,” 
Kyrgios said.

“I’ve been dealing with 
hate and negativity for a long 
time, so I don’t feel like I owed 
that person anything.

“Like, he literally came to 
the match to literally just, like, 
not even support anyone real-
ly. It was more just to, like, stir 
up and disrespect. That’s fine. 
But if I give it back to you, then 
that’s just how it is.

“There’s a fence there and 
I physically can’t do anything 
or say anything because I’ll get 
in trouble. They’re able to say 
anything they want.”

Kyrgios bemoans ‘pure disrespect’ after first-round win

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

ROMELU Lukaku has com-
pleted his loan move back to 
Inter Milan from Chelsea, the 
Premier League club have con-
firmed.

The Belgium striker will 
spend the 2022-23 campaign 
with Inter, the club he left to 
re-join Chelsea.

The 29-year-old endured 
an underwhelming 2021-22 
season at Stamford Bridge, al-
though he still finished at the 
Blues’ top scorer with 15 goals.

A statement from Chelsea 
read: “Romelu Lukaku will 
spend the 2022-23 campaign 
with Inter Milan after com-
pleting a season-long loan 
move from Chelsea.” 

The short, matter-of-fact 
statement went on to mention 
the highlights of Lukaku’s past 
season without offering any 
comment.

News of the transfer was 
also confirmed in a short video 
posted by Inter in which the 
player said he was “very happy.” 

The Serie A outfit followed 
with another tweet which 
read: “Welcome back Rom.”

Serie A title could be  
decided by play-off match
The Italian championship 
could be decided by a play-
off should two teams finish 
level on points in Serie A 
after the governing FIGC ap-
proved that tiebreaker meth-
od at a meeting in Rome on 
Wednesday.

A play-off will take place 
should two teams be equal on 
points rather than previous 
tiebreakers such as goal differ-
ence or head-to-head record.

Should the play-off be level 
after 90 minutes, a penalty 
shoot-out - without extra-time 
- will decide the destination of 
the title.

Lukaku returns  
to Inter Milan on 

loan from Chelsea

DPA
MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich’s new signing 
Sadio Made believes the team 
are capable of challenging in the 
Champions League despite a 
disappointing quarter-final exit 
to Villarreal last season.

“I saw the games, of course,” 
he told the Sport Bild magazine 
on Tuesday. 

“Bayern tried everything, 
but they couldn’t produce their 
their top performance.

“I know that feeling only too 
well, that’s how we felt the same 
way at Liverpool in the previous 
season against Atlético Madrid.

“But I assure you: next sea-
son will be different. Now I’m 
here and we will give everything.

“We have to be convinced 
that we can do everything. And 
when I see the quality of this 

team, for me it is one of the best 
in Europe.” 

Bayern have exited in the 
last eight of the last two editions 
having being beaten by Paris 
Saint-Germain in 2021, a year 
after they defeated the same op-
ponent to lift the trophy.

Mane believes Bayern 
can make impact in 
Champions League

Sports 13Thursday, June 30, 2022

Legendary Serena Williams reacts as she speaks during a press conference after being defeated by 
France’s Harmony Tan on the second day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Ten-
nis Club in London on Tuesday. (AFP)

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios reacts as he competes against Britain’s Paul 
Jubb during their men’s singles match on the second day of the 2022 
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in London 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Ukrainian tennis star Tsurenko blasts 
Russian players over their ‘silence’
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

UKRAINIAN tennis player 
Lesia Tsurenko has used her 
Wimbledon press conference 
to highlight how most Russian 
and Belarusian players have 
been “silent” on the issue of 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s invasion of her home 
country.

Tsurenko, 33, wore a yel-
low and blue ribbon for her 
doubles match on Wednes-
day against compatriot An-
helina Kalinina, which was 
well-attended with both play-
ers warmly applauded on the 
grass.

Speaking after winning 
the match, the world number 
101, who is from missile-hit 
Mykolaiv in south Ukraine, 
also spoke about her family 
fleeing from Georgia amid the 
civil war when she was a young 
child.

Tsurenko said she sup-
ported the decision by tennis 
governing bodies the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) and 
Association of Tennis Profes-
sionals (ATP) to ban Russian 
and Belarusian players from 
the Championships this year.

Speaking about the ban, 
she said: “It’s just a good step 
to show that that’s what we all 
have to do.

“Also, I am Ukrainian. 

There is no other opinion in 
my head.

“I would have been the 
first one to say that, no, you 
should not ban them, but I 
have heard only from one Be-
larusian player and from one 
Russian player who talked to 
me personally and told me: 
‘I’m against the war’.

“I did not hear anything 
from any other player.

“So for me, the silence 
means ... I mean, it’s not 
good.” She added: “The hor-
rible things that are going on 
in Ukraine in the last week, (a) 

terrorist act, a lot of civilians 
dead.

“And especially it’s very 
painful for me to see that Rus-
sian propaganda is saying 
that, for example, that shop-
ping mall in Kremenchuk 
was not working.” At least 20 
people were killed by the mis-
sile strikes in Kremenchuk on 
Monday, according to Ukrain-
ian officials.

Tsurenko added that the 
Ukraine invasion is the sec-
ond time her family has been 
affected by war after they 
fled from Georgia in the early 

1990s when she was four years 
old.

As a newly-independent 
country after the dissolution 
of the USSR, Georgia suffered 
a war between people in the 
South Ossetia province in the 
east, and those in north-west-
ern Abkhazia who were sup-
ported by Russia.

Tsurenko said: “In 1993, 
on New Year night from 1992 
to 1993, we escaped from 
Georgia because there was a 
war there.

“This war was made by 
Russia, so for me is the second 
time when my family is affect-
ed by Russian government, by 
the actions of Russian govern-
ment.

“We escaped when I was 
four years old.

“So it should stop.
“It’s 28 years for me per-

sonally since the first time that 
it affected my family, so some-
how it should stop.” 

Tsurenko said that “it 
means a lot” when people do-
nate even a small amount of 
money to charities helping the 
Ukrainian cause.

She said: “In the city, in 
the main city of my region, 
Mykolaiv region, they don’t 
have water - for a few months 
already.

“So if you think that 10 is 
nothing - it’s 10 bottles of wa-
ter for these people.”

Ukraine’s Lesia Tsurenko serves the ball to Ukraine’s Anhelina Ka-
linina during their women’s singles tennis on court 12, on the third 
day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis 
Club in London on Wednesday. Tsurenko beat compatriot Anhelina 
Kalinina 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 (AFP)

Romelu Lukaku.

Sadio Mane.

A lot of disrespect was 
being thrown today from the 
crowds,” he said. I’m just 
starting to think that it’s 
normal when it’s really not. 
Just pure disrespect, just 
anything.
Nick Kyrgios

Humbert shows 
up without  

racquets but  
still stuns Ruud

STATS PERFORM/DPA

UGO Humbert was not en-
tirely prepared for his second-
round match with third seed 
Casper Ruud at Wimbledon 
but still upset the French Open 
finalist.

Humbert arrived for 
Wednesday’s contest without 
his racquets, apologizing at 
the ball toss.

The Frenchman was soon 
provided with his essential 
equipment to a round of ap-
plause from the crowd but 
still took some time to get 
going on Court 2, losing the 
opener.

Humbert weathered that 
setback, though, and replied 
in impressive fashion, emerg-
ing a 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 winner 
for his third consecutive vic-
tory against top-10 opponents 
on grass.

“I love to play on grass. 
I have played a lot of good 
matches,” Humbert said.

“I think about the match 
last year against Nick Kyrgios. 
It was a big battle. I won Halle, 
so I think I play very nice [on 
grass] because of my serve, 
and my backhand is very 
great.” 

He added: “It is a big vic-
tory. [Ruud] played very well 
the last few years, so I am very 
happy.”

BAYERN Munich star Thomas Müller can understand equal pay for male 
and female footballers in the US but believes it is harder to implement 
in Germany. “In America the women’s team is clearly the stronger horse 
and possibly even moves more people,” he told the future congress 
‘Neuland’ in Aachan on Wednesday. “When it’s about money, it’s about 
how much proceeds the product brings. And accordingly the flow of 
money goes into the product.” That has, said Müller, “less to do with 
performance. We footballers get more money than basketballers and 
handballers. But not because we play better football rather because 
thankfully football is loved by the most people in the world.” (DPA)

Bayern’s Muller on equal pay: Women in US 
in stronger position

 Quick read



Lyon leads spinners’ day out at Galle
ICC

GALLE

AS many as 13 wickets fell on 
day one as Australia, led by 
Nathan Lyon’s five-for, bowled 
Sri Lanka out for 212 before 
cutting away at 98 runs from 
the deficit on Wednesday.

Sri Lanka captain Dimuth 
Karunaratne won the toss 
and unsurprisingly, chose to 
bat in the first Test. Jeffrey 
Vandersay was rewarded for 
his great performances in the 
ODI series and was handed his 
maiden Test cap.

For Australia, Travis Head 
passed the fitness Test and 
made the XI, meaning Glenn 
Maxwell will have to wait a lit-
tle longer to play his first Test 
since 2017.

Pathum Nissanka and 
Karunaratne got Sri Lanka off 
to a decent start. Both Cum-
mins and Starc were guilty of 
bowling a few lose deliveries, 
which the Sri Lanka open-
ers gladly punished. Nathan 

Lyon was introduced early but 
did really bother the pair too 
much.

Cummins though was per-
sistent in his line outside off 
stumps and it finally reaped 
rewards when Nissanka edged 
one to the keeper, breaking the 

38-run opening stand. Kusal 
Mendis’ stay at the crease 
didn’t last long as he played a 
rash shot and was out caught 
at slips. 

Veterans Karunaratne and 
Angelo Mathews steadied the 
ship after the two quick wick-

ets and were happy rotating 
the strike and accumulating 
the occasional boundary.

Together, they took Sri 
Lanka to lunch at 68/2.

Nathan Lyon broke 
through immediately after 
lunch for Australia, dismissing 
the dangerous Karunaratne 
with David Warner taking a 
brilliant diving catch. 

His fellow spinner Mitchell 

Swepson was on a hat-trick a 
little later, snaring Dhanan-
jaya de Silva and Dinesh Chan-
dimal off consecutive balls. Ni-
roshan Dickwella came out all 
guns blazing, smashing Lyon 
for three fours in an over.

However, Cummins per-
sisted with the off-spinner 
and the decision paid off as 
he scalped the big wicket of 
Mathews for 39.

Australia’s Nathan Lyon (2R) celebrates after taking five wickets as 
his teammates watch during the first day of the first Test against Sri 
Lanka at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Wednes-
day. Australia were 93 for 3 in reply to hosts’ 212. (AFP)

ICC
BIRMINGHAM

RAHUL Dravid, the India 
coach, has addressed the cap-
taincy conundrum facing the 
side ahead of their crunch Test 
clash against England in Bir-
mingham.

India are sweating on the 
availability of regular captain 
Rohit Sharma, who tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 last week. 
Mayank Agarwal, the opener, 
was flown in as batting cover, 
but India will wait till the eve 
of the match, starting on 1 
July, before making a call on 
Rohit, who is set to undergo 
two more tests. 

“The update on Rohit is 
that he’s being monitored 
by our medical team – he’s 
not yet been ruled out,” said 
Dravid, addressing the media. 
“He needs to get the negative 
test to be available. We’ll keep 
monitoring that. We’ve still 
got close to 36 hours to go, so 
he’ll have a test later tonight 
and one tomorrow morning as 
well. And then we’ll see. 

“Obviously, he’ll have to 
come out of that. It’s really 
up to the medical team to de-
cide on that. We’ve not had a 
chance to see him as he’s in 
isolation, but we’ll keep moni-
toring that situation.”

When asked whether Jas-
prit Bumrah was in line to 
take up the captaincy role 
should Rohit be unavailable, 
Dravid refused to comment. 
“It’s probably better the com-

munication comes officially 
from official sources,” he said. 
“Once we have exact clarity on 
Rohit, you’ll hear something 
from the official sources. It’s 
not for me to give out official 
communication.”

India are on the brink of 
securing their first Test series 
victory in England since 2007. 
However, they face an England 
side riding high on momen-
tum under the new leadership 
of coach Brendon McCullum 
and captain Ben Stokes. 

They swept New Zealand 
– the reigning ICC World Test 
Championship winners – 3-0 
at home while India will only 

have played one warm-up 
match against Leicestershire 
heading into the Test.

England have adopted a 
high-risk, high-reward strat-
egy under McCullum and 
Stokes, a move that helped 
them secure convincing vic-
tories against New Zealand, 
but Dravid believed irrespec-
tive of the approach England 
adopted, India would have op-
portunities. 

“Any which way they play 
gives us opportunities, to be 
honest. We are leading the se-
ries 2-1,” he said. “It’s up to us. 
We’ve to focus on our cricket, 
not worry too much about 

what England is doing and the 
way they are playing. We’ve to 
focus on what we’ve to do.

“To be honest with you, 
we’ve been a pretty positive 
side as well. We were second 
in the World Test Champion-
ship cycle last year, this year 
we find ourselves third in the 
table, just underneath the top 
two. We’ve been pretty suc-
cessful in getting 20 wickets 
and winning Test matches. 
That for me is positive cricket 
as well.”

All eyes will be on former 
captain Virat Kohli. The 33-
year old has been in some-
thing of a rut, failing to score a 

century in international crick-
et since 2019, but Dravid sug-
gested Kohli was the victim of 
his own lofty standards.

“He’s an incredibly fit guy, 
one of the most hard-working 
I’ve ever come across – his de-
sire, his hunger, his attitude 
to looking after himself, his 
preparation.

“Even the way he played 
the game against Leicester, 
in the kind of conditions out 
there, scoring the 50-60 he 
did. He’s ticking all the right 
boxes, he’s doing what he 
needs to do to come out of it.

“As players, you go 
through these sort of phases. I 
don’t think in Virat’s case it’s 
any lack of motivation. It’s not 
so much about focussing on 
those three figures. Even a 70 
on a difficult wicket in Cape 
Town, I thought it was a very 
good innings, even if it didn’t 
convert into a three-figure 
score. 

“A guy like him, the kind 
of standards he’s set and the 
number of hundreds he’s 
scored, people only see hun-
dreds as a success. But for me, 
from a coach’s perspective, 
we want match-winning con-
tributions from him, whether 
that’s a 50 or a 60. 

“From our perspective, 
there’s not so much focus on 
three figures. From us, it’s the 
contributions – he continues 
to contribute on and off the 
field, the way he carries him-
self, he does inspire a lot of the 
guys in the group.”

Indisposed Rohit not ruled out 
as yet, says coach Dravid

Qatar Airways renews 
QCA partnership for 

T20 Tournament 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Cricket Association 
(QCA) and Qatar Airways have 
renewed their association for 
the Qatar Cricket Associa-
tion’s T20 Tournament 2022 
organised with the participa-
tion of 64 teams at the West 
Bay cricket grounds.

The final of the Premier 
Division is set to take place 
at the Asian Cricket Ground 
on Friday 1 July, 2022. The 
Premier Division includes ten 
teams with the final featuring 
the Warriors Cricket Club and 
Galfar Al Misnad Cricket Club. 
Furthermore, a total of 30 
teams competed in the recent 
Division B, while Division C 
featured 24 teams.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker, 
said: “For many years, Qatar’s 
expat community has long 
been passionate about cricket. 
The development of the sport 
has reached new heights with-
in the local community. We 
are committed to supporting 

the growth of cricket in Qatar 
by being the Main Sponsor 
for the QCA T20 Tournament 
2022.” 

Qatar Cricket Association 
President, Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Saud bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani, expressed his ex-
citement on the continua-
tion of the sponsorship of 
Qatar Airways, pointing to 
the committee’s endeavour 
to expand the scope of the 
longstanding ties with the 
national airline.

The sponsorship comes as 
a qualitative leap for the Qa-
tari cricket community, with 
the aim of contributing to the 
development of this sport, es-
pecially after the great efforts 
made by the QCA to advance 
the game and expand the base 
of participation in it by attract-
ing players expressing their 
passion for the sport.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Stars League 
(QSL), in co-operation with 
the Qatar Football Association 
(QFA), held a financial super-

vision workshop for the 2022-
2023 season on Wednesday 
(June 29, 2022) at the Shera-
ton Doha Hotel in the pres-
ence of a number of members 
of the Financial Control Com-
mittee, and legal representa-

tives from the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, and QFA in 
addition to representatives of 
companies of the First Divi-
sion (QNB Stars League) and 
Second Division clubs.

The workshop aimed at in-

forming all clubs of the latest 
developments regarding the fi-
nancial control regulations for 
the 2022-2023 season.

A number of items on the 
agenda were discussed, most 
notably: governance and 

management, amendments 
to the financial control regu-
lation and related circulars, 
circulating and procedures 
for operating expenses, budg-
ets of club companies for the 
2022-2023 football season, 

in addition to the regulation 
for the professionalism of 
local players and its amend-
ments, evaluation and circu-
lars related to that.

The mechanism of work 
of the Central Scouting Team 

and its co-operation with clubs 
were also discussed.

A number of inquiries and 
observations made by repre-
sentatives of club administra-
tions were clarified during the 
workshop.

Financial supervision workshop for QSL 2022-2023 season held

Qatar Stars League’s financial supervision workshop for the 2022-2023 season on Wednesday at the Sheraton Doha Hotel in the presence of a number of members of the Financial Control Committee, and legal representatives from the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, and QFA in addition to representatives of companies of the First Division (QNB Stars League) and Second Division clubs.

THE CAPTAIN CONUNDRUM: Rishabh Pant, Virat Kohli (centre) and Rohit Sharma.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker. 

The QCA T20 Tournament 
includes Premier Division, 
Division B and Division C

India will wait till eve of Test match before making a call on the skipper

Sri Lanka (1st Innings)
P. Nissanka c Alex Carey b Cummins         23
D. Karunaratne c Warner b Lyon             28
K. Mendis c Carey b Starc                   3
A. Mathews c Warner b Lyon                 39
D. de Silva c Carey b Swepson              14
D. Chandimal c Warner b Swepson             0
N. Dickwella c Carey b Lyon                58
R. Mendis lbw b Lyon                       22
J. Vandersay c Starc b Swepson              6
L. Embuldeniya c Khawaja b Lyon             6
A. Fernando not out                         2
Extras: (b5, lb6)                           11
Total: (All out, 59 overs)                 212
Fall of Wickets: 1-38 (Nissanka), 2-42 (K. Mendis), 
3-74 (Karunaratne), 4-97 (de Silva), 5-97 (Chandimal), 
6-139 (Mathews), 7-193 (R. Mendis), 8-198 
(Dickwella), 9-206 (Embuldeniya), 10-212 (Vandersay)

Bowling: Starc 9-0-31-1, Cummins 12-4-25-1, Lyon 
25-2-90-5, Swepson 13-0-55-3.
Australia (1st Innings)
U. Khawaja not out                         47
D. Warner lbw b R. Mendis                  25
M. Labuschagne c Fernando b R. Mendis      13
S. Smith run out (Dickwella/K. Mendis)      6
T. Head not out                             6
Extras: (nb1)                                1
Total: (For 3 wickets, 25 overs)                98
Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Warner), 2-75 (Labuschagne), 
3-83 (Smith).
Yet to bat: C. Green, A. Carey, P. Cummins, M. Starc, N. 
Lyon, M. Swepson
Bowling: Fernando 1-0-9-0, De Silva 3-0-4-0, 
Embuldeniya 7-0-39-0 (nb1), R. Mendis 11-0-35-2, 
Vandersay 3-0-11-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

Scoreboard

Afridi, Miandad, Sammy  
and Shoaib confirmed as 

Pak Junior League mentors
ANI

KARACHI

THE Pakistan Cricket Board on 
Wednesday confirmed Daren 
Sammy, Javed Miandad, Sha-
hid Afridi and Shoaib Malik as 
mentors of the inaugural Paki-
stan Junior League, which will 
be held in Lahore in October 
this year.

Miandad, who played in six 
World Cups from 1975-1996, 
will be the league mentor, while 
Afridi, Sammy and Shoaib 
will be the team mentors. The 
four stalwarts share six major 
world titles, 1,559 international 
matches, 43,057 runs and 992 
wickets between them. Sammy 
and Shahid were team-mates 
in the Peshawar Zalmi team in 
2017 when the team in yellow 
won the Pakistan Super League 
at the Gaddafi Stadium.

Javed Miandad will be in-
volved as an overall mentor, 

assisting the mentors of the six 
sides and the players during 
the tournament.

Afridi, Sammy and Shoaib 
will be part of the team dug-outs 
in the build-up to and during the 
Pakistan Junior League, which 
will be played at the backend of 
Pakistan versus England T20I 
that is scheduled to conclude on 
October 2.

In addition to the team 
mentor roles, the four house-
hold names will also serve as 
event ambassadors and will use 
their knowledge, influence and 
attraction to promote and pub-
licise the first-of-its-kind event. 
Three more team mentors will 
be announced in due course. 

PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja 
in a statement said: “I am de-
lighted that we have been able 
to attract Javed Miandad, Daren 
Sammy, Shahid Afridi and 
Shoaib Malik as mentors for the 
Pakistan Junior League.”

Sports14 Thursday, June 30, 2022
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Qatar at center stage of global aviation 
as Qatar Airways hosts IATA’s 78th AGM

QATAR Airways host-
ed the 78th Annual 
General Body Meet-
ing (AGM) of the In-
ternational Airlines 

Transport Association (IATA) 
and World Air Transport Sum-
mit from June 19 to 21 at the Ho-
tel Sheraton Grand Doha. Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz al-Thani attended 
the formal opening session. More 
than 1,000 delegates and aviation 
leaders from across the world par-
ticipated in the event.

This was the second time since 
2014 that the global aviation 
leadership gathered in Doha, the 
dynamic aviation hub. Also, this 
was the fourth time the AGM was 
hosted in the Middle East.

As per IATA figures, in normal 
times, aviation in the region sup-
ports some 3.4 million jobs and 
$213 billion in economic activity.

The delegates were highly ap-
preciative of Qatar’s traditional 
hospitality and the arrangements 
made by Qatar Airways.

At the conclusion of the sum-
mit, IATA stated in a tweet: “The 
78th edition of the IATA AGM has 
now concluded. Thank you Qatar 
Airways for hosting such a memo-
rable event. We have truly enjoyed 
our stay in Doha.”

IATA also stated that the 79th 
AGM and World Air Transport 
Summit will be hosted by Pegasus 
Airlines in June next year at Istan-
bul, Turkey.

Meanwhile, talking exclusively 
to Qatar Tribune, Mehmet Tevfik 
Nane, the newly elected 80th 
Chair of IATA Board of Gover-
nors and Chief Executive Officer 
of Turkiye’s Pegasus Airlines, the 
host airline of 79th IATA AGM, 
said, “Qatar Airways made mag-
nificent arrangements. HE Akbar 
Al Baker [the Group CEO of Qatar 
Airways] has raised the level so 
high. I hope we can match it.”  

He added: “We have one ad-
vantage, we have Istanbul and the 
history of Istanbul but the stand-
ards set by the host in Doha is a 
new standard for the industry, we 
will be doing our best to match it.

“We love Qataris, and they love 
Turkiye, Pegasus Airlines with its 
11 weekly flights connecting both 
[countries] together.”

The 78th AGM and World Air 
Transport Summit were originally 
planned to be held in Shanghai, 
People’s Republic of China, to be 
hosted by China Eastern Airlines. 
However, in view of the continuing 
COVID-19 restrictions on travel to 
China, the decision was taken by 
IATA to change the venue to Doha.

The three-day conference pro-
vided a golden opportunity to key 
players within IATA’s 240 mem-
ber-airlines to gather in-person 
and share insights on important 
topics impacting the future of the 
airline industry including elimi-
nating single-use plastic, limit-
ing air pollution, and the impor-
tance of Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
(SAF).

A number of agreements and 
MoUs were signed on the sidelines 
of the conference. Qatar Airways 
signed an expansive code share 
agreement with Virgin Australia. 
Three key MoUs with IATA Envi-
ronmental Assessment Program, 

IATA Postal Accounts Settlement 
System and IATA Direct Data So-
lutions were also signed.

Air transport has been one of 
the hardest-hit industries globally 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It was under such complex situa-

tion that the 290-member airlines 
association’s top aviation leader-
ship gathered in Doha to exchange 
their experiences and to find out 
solutions to the challenges facing 
the business and geopolitical en-
vironments. IATA’s Director Gen-
eral Willie Walsh had said earlier 
that “this year’s AGM will be an 
important opportunity for avia-
tion leaders to reflect on the shift-
ing political, economic and tech-
nological realties facing air travel 
as the industry’s recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic gathers pace”.

At the end of the three-day 
summit, Willie Walsh said in a 
statement, “Since we were last 
in Doha, the region has only in-

creased its importance to global 
connectivity. According to the 
most recent figures, the region’s 
airlines account for 6.5% of global 
international passenger traffic 
and 13.4% of freight movements. 
Much of this growth has occurred 
in the Gulf region, as is typified by 
our host airline.” 

The hosts of the 78th IATA 
AGM and World Air Transport 
Summit, Qatar’s National car-
rier Qatar Airways is a multiple 
award-winning airline.

Qatar Airways was announced 
as the ‘Airline of the Year’ at the 
2021 World Airline Awards, man-
aged by the international air trans-
port rating organisation, Skytrax.

Qatar Airways was also named 
‘World’s Best Business Class’, 
‘World’s Best Business Class Air-
line Lounge’, ‘World’s Best Busi-
ness Class Airline Seat’, ‘World’s 
Best Business Class Onboard Ca-
tering’ and ‘Best Airline in the 
Middle East’.

The airline continues to stand 
alone at the top of the industry 
having won the main prize for an 
unprecedented sixth time (2011, 
2012, 2015, 2017, 2019 and 2021).

Qatar Airways currently flies 
to more than 150 destinations 
worldwide, connecting through its 
Doha hub, Hamad International 
Airport, voted by Skytrax as the 
‘World’s Best Airport’.

More than 1,000 delegates and world’s aviation industry leaders participated in the AGM held in Doha from June 19 to 21

WASHINGTON-BASED Air-
link was one of the exhibi-
tors at the 78th AGM of 
International Transport 

Association (IATA) held in Doha 
recently. Airlink is a global hu-
manitarian services organization 
delivering critical aid to commu-
nities in crisis across the globe by 
providing airlift and logistics so-
lutions to non-profit partners.

Talking to Qatar Tribune, An-
drew Williams, director of Com-
munication of non-profit Airlink, 
said, “Our funding comes from 
donations and in-kind from the 
generosity of airlines, businesses, 
aviation industry, foundations 
and individuals.”

Airlink’s network consists of 
more than 50 commercial and 
charter airlines, and 130 non-
profit organizations across the 
globe. Until now, with the sup-
port of its partners, Airlink has 
supported more than 7.8 million 
people, and transported 766,000 
pounds of weight in humanitar-
ian aid. Since its establishment, 

Airlink has transferred more than 
8,000 passengers and around 4.5 
m pounds of cargo, and transport-
ed humanitarian aid to 23 million 
people. It has saved around $14m 
in transport costs of its partners 
in humanitarian services.

Wiliams said that the trans-
porting cost of any kind of human 
aid in disaster areas is of around 
73%.

“With the support of NGOs in-
cluding airlines, we provide free 
seats to volunteers and ship cargo 
immediately in the aftermath of a 
disaster.”

Airlink was established 12 
years ago by ISTAT aviation or-
ganization to make speedy ship-
ment to help needy people hit 
by in disasters -- both natural or 
man-made.

Williams said, “We are proud 
that from within the aviation fam-
ily we have joined hands to reach 
out to needy people by speeding 
our efforts with the support of 
airlines and donors. It’s a good 
opportunity to create awareness 

among participants and visitors 
to inform about our activities and 
efforts.”

Recently Airlink signed a two-
year contract to supply around 

500 tons of cargo over the next 
two years to help its partners to 
ship cargo in needy areas.

Presently, they are sending 
medical aid to Ukraine. Earlier, 
they had sent supplies to Beirut 
for the warehouse disaster-hit 
people, hygiene kits to Syrian ref-
ugees in Greece during COVID-19, 
and hygiene kits to refugee camps 
in Uganda. “Now, we are ready to 
help people in areas likely to be 
hit by hurricanes. It usually takes 
place between June and October,” 
Williams informed.

“There are a lot of people and 
institutions who extend help to 
needy people and we pay our 
gratitude to all generous people 
and organizations for their sup-
port and cooperation towards hu-
manitarian services.”

He concluded by saying: 
“There are miseries all around the 
world. It’s a continuous and non-
stop need. We are always looking 
for airline partners and NGOs to 
help send their collected items 
wherever it is required.”

Slice of the West
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222

Andrew Williams

(From Right) Mehmet Tevfik Nane, Newly Elected 80th Chair IATA Board of Governors; Robin Hayes, CEO, JetBlue Airways and Out-going Chair IATA Board of Governors; H. E. Akbar Al Baker, Qatar Airways, Group 
CEO; and Willie Walsh, Director General, IATA

Mehmet Tavfik Nane, incoming chair 
of IATA Board of Governors and CEO of 
Pegasus Airlines Turkey

Humanitarian air services provider Airlink looks 
for more partners to join hands to help needy

Rolls Royce delegates at the IATA AGM Vietnam Airlines crew at the AGM

The 78th AGM and World Air 
Transport Summit were original-
ly planned to be held in 
Shanghai, People’s Republic of 
China, to be hosted by China 
Eastern Airlines. However, it was 
shifted to Doha due to COVID-
19 restrictions in China

 
Big Network
Airlink’s network consists of more 
than 50 commercial and charter 
airlines, and 130 non-profit 
organizations across the globe. Until 
now, with the support of its partners, 
Airlink has supported more than 7.8 
million people, and transported 
766,000 pounds of weight in 
humanitarian aid. Since its 
establishment, Airlink has transferred 
more than 8,000 passengers and 
around 4.5 m pounds of cargo, and 
transported humanitarian aid to 23 
million people.

Ashraf Siddiqui
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beIN, ACE welcome shutdown of 4 illegal piracy operations in Egypt
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

CAIRO

BEIN MEDIA GROUP (beIN) 
and the Alliance for Creativ-
ity and Entertainment (ACE), 
the world’s leading coalition 
dedicated to protecting the 
dynamic legal ecosystem for 
creative content, have praised 
the shutdown of four illegal pi-
racy operations in Egypt.  

ACE and beIN, which 
joined the coalition earlier this 
year, worked together to sup-
port the take down of four ma-
jor illegal live sport operators 
in Cairo. They are: Goalarab.
com, Yalla-Shoot-7sry.com, 

yalla-shoot.us and yallashoot-
news.com

Combined, the four web-
sites engaged more than 1.8 
million users from Egypt and 
more than 4.8 million users 
globally during the month of 
May 2022. Since the start of 
this year, an estimated nine 
million users in Egypt and 24 
million users globally watched 
illegal content stolen from 
beIN SPORTS channels. 

Almost half of the global 
visits to these pirate websites 
came from users in Egypt. 
These websites were among 
the most popular illegal live 
sports streaming sites in the 

Arab-speaking region, with 
each totalling close to one mil-
lion unique views. 

“The successful action 
against these four illegal pi-
racy operations highlights the 
real-world value of the new 
partnership between beIN 
and ACE,” said Jan van Voorn, 
executive vice-president and 
chief of Global Content Pro-
tection for the Motion Picture 
Association and head of ACE. 
“Working together, we have 
the network, the resources and 
the expertise needed to tackle 
the serious threat piracy poses 
to media companies all over 
the world and to protect the 

legal marketplace for content 
creators.”

A beIN spokesperson said, 
“Broadcasting piracy threat-
ens sport now and in the fu-
ture; these sites take funding 
away from sports fans, play-
ers and clubs at all levels and 
leagues. Actions like those un-

dertaken by Egyptian law en-
forcement agencies are a huge 
victory. 

“In concert with ACE, we 
collectively have the means 
to support takedowns of this 
nature throughout the region, 
and will continue to do so to 
protect the leagues, fellow 
broadcasters and the entire 
sporting ecosystem.” 

The action included 60 
Egyptian police officers who 
were supported by the Egyp-
tian Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs, ensuring all relevant au-
thorities were involved. This 
led to the subsequent arrest of 
three individuals and seizure 

of the domains, assets and 
their IT equipment. The do-
mains are now controlled by 
ACE and are redirecting view-
ers to watch the content on le-
gal platforms, through ‘Watch 
legally’.

This action further high-
lights beIN’s and ACE’s com-
mitment to tackling piracy 
across the region. As a pre-
mium sports and entertain-
ment content provider to more 
than 40 territories around the 
world, beIN joined ACE as 
part of the company’s com-
prehensive effort to end global 
content theft. 

beIN’s partnership with 

ACE has already produced re-
sults, following the coordina-
tion to tackle pirated content 
during the UEFA Champions 
League and the CAF Champi-
ons League finals.

The daily theft of sport 
and entertainment programs 
remains a key threat to the li-
censed services market. These 
actions taken by beIN and 
ACE are the beginning of the 
partners’ work to bring these 
pirates to justice. beIN and 
ACE will continue to work to-
gether in fighting online con-
tent theft and will release de-
tails of future operations in the 
coming months.

QF’s primary school students learn sustainability lessons in Tanzania
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA

STUDENTS from Qatar Acad-
emy Doha learned about world 
issues during a trip to Tanza-
nia, where they met with local 
students to learn more about 
education, eco-tourism and the 
Maasai culture.  

It is the first time a primary 
school from Qatar Foundation 
(QF) has made an international 
trip, and organisers of the trip 
Hanifa Rahman, Homeroom 
Teacher, and Savannah Spillers, 
Curriculum Coordinator, from 
Qatar Academy Doha (QAD) – a 
school under QF’s Pre-Univer-
sity Education – were thankful 
the student’s families had put 
their trust in the school.  

“Both the children and their 
parents were out of their com-
fort zones during this trip, and 
really pushed their boundaries,” 
said Spillers. “None of the stu-
dents who came on this trip had 
ever been to Africa, so it was a 
thrill that they all got to experi-
ence something they had never 
done before.” 

The 18 students, who were 
accompanied by chaperones 
from the school and several 
parents, visited schools run by 
Africa Amini Life, in Momello, 
which is built on Maasai land 
in Tanzania and run by the 

Maasai people. 
The students were wel-

comed with a traditional Maasai 
dance, and learned about the 
Maasai tribe and their culture 
through stories, an activity of 
spear throwing and arts and 
crafts. During their visit, stu-
dents met with children from 
the local community at their 

primary and secondary schools 
to talk about the differences in 
their cultures, schools and how 
they learn, as well as do several 
activities together.  

One activity involved stu-
dents from both QAD and 
Worseg Vision English Medium 
Academy primary schools cre-
ating artwork that resonated 

with each of them, showing 
both Maasai and Qatari heritage 
and lifestyles, as they discussed 
the differences and similarities 
between the two. The students 
from QAD left the paintings at 
Worseg, where they have al-
ready been hung in the class-
room as a reminder of their trip.  

They also participated in 

a football match with a local 
football team that was started 
by a teenager to help the com-
munity, and shared t-shirts 
and school supplies they had 
brought from Qatar as gifts.  The 
local students prepared a special 
traditional lunch for their visi-
tors, which was eaten under the 
Africa Amini tree. 

Spillers was proud of how 
the students bonded with the 
Maasai people immediately, 
saying, “They were so energised 
and captivated by the Maasai 
culture and how they live so 
simply yet being completely self-
sustained, recycling and grow-
ing their own foods, herding 
their own cattle – worlds apart 

from our lives in Qatar. The chil-
dren were so respectful and the 
Maasai were so happy, it was 
fantastic.”  

Talking about what the trip 
meant to her, student Hind Al 
Mutawa said, “My overall expe-
rience was amazing. The high-
light of my trip was visiting the 
school, as well as learning about 
the Maasai culture and seeing 
the difference between their liv-
ing and ours.”  

The most important thing 
the students learned was about 
the Maasai’s eco-tourism, sus-
tainability concepts and plastics 
initiative – even plastic bags are 
banned in Tanzania, which is 
something Qatar has recently 
announced. 

From beads for bracelets, 
to buttons, to the rulers they 
use in classrooms, there is no 
waste, and the QAD students 
were excited by the endless pos-
sibilities that type of sustain-
ability could offer, discussing 
how they could implement it on 
their return to Qatar. 

The students also did a sa-
fari and game drive during a 
visit to Ngorongoro Crater, the 
world’s largest inactive, intact 
and unfilled volcanic caldera, 
and reflected on wildlife conser-
vation and what they can do as 
individuals – and as a class – to 
help save the planet.  

Qatar Tourism brings 
top photography app
‘Explorest’ to Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FOLLOWING more than two years 
of location scouting and develop-
ment, Qatar Tourism (QT), in part-
nership with Explorest, on Wednes-
day unveiled 75 of the greatest 
places to take photos across the 
country. 

Qatar’s debut on the app marks 
a first for the region and is set to 
be the go-to digital travel compan-
ion for amateur and professional 
photographers wishing to capture 
unique images of the country’s di-
verse natural assets, architecture, 
cultural hotspots and more.

Berthold Trenkel, Chief Oper-
ating Officer at QT commented, 
“Capturing and sharing travel ex-
periences with others has become 
an integral part of modern tourism. 
Our partnership with Explorest is 
one of many ways we are working 
to enhance the visitor experience, 
empowering visitors with the in-
formation and tools they need to 
make their visit to Qatar a memo-
rable one.” 

He added, “Qatar has abun-
dant natural beauty, awe-inspiring 
architecture and unique locations 
which make us particularly excited 
to be the first country in the Mid-
dle East to be featured on the app. 
Over the coming months, we look 
forward to having even more lo-
cations and contributors added to 
the app and seeing the community 
of photography enthusiasts in Qa-
tar grow.”

Besides providing a gallery of 
inspiring images from across Qatar, 
Explorest’s most compelling feature 
is its ‘Location Insights’. These in-
sights include precise GPS coordi-
nates, recommended visit times for 
magic light hours, photo specs, field 
tips, weather details, and even sug-

gested nearby activities - all which 
save photography enthusiasts wish-
ing to recreate the images much 
time and guess work. 

Residents and visitors are invit-
ed to download the app on the Ap-
ple App Store or Google Play Store 
and the app will soon feature on Qa-
tar Tourism’s VisitQatar website. As 
a launch promotion, all Qatar Loca-
tion Insight details will be unlocked 
for 12-months. Typically, unlocking 
the Explorest Pro experience costs 
$29.99/year (USD).

The Qatar debut of Explorest 
follows the success of its launches 
in some of the world’s most photo-
graphed cities such as Los Angeles, 
New York, London, Paris, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong and Shanghai. 
Explorest has more than 250,000 
users, with over 150 Explorests who 
have built out more than 2,000 Lo-
cation Insights across these desti-
nations.

“Ever since we launched Explor-
est, our community has been antici-
pating our expansion into the Mid-
dle East.” said Explorest CEO Justin 
Myers. 

“We always knew Qatar would 
be one of the first destinations — a 
country rich in culture and archi-
tectural beauty. We’ve worked so 
hard to provide the smartest and 
best-curated photo location library 
available. We look forward to in-
spiring locals and visitors to explore 
the unique and grand perspectives 
Qatar has to offer.”

The global app now features over 75 locations in Qatar

Katara launches 5th Fath Al Khair 
Cruise to publicise Qatar’s maritime 
heritage & promote FIFA WC 2022

QNA
DOHA

THE Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) announced on Wednesday 
the launch of the fifth Fath Al Khair 
Cruise on July 4, as part of a cruise 
starting from Malta and including 
ports in Italy, France and Spain.

Director-General of the Cultur-
al Village Foundation (Katara) Dr 
Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti con-
firmed during a press conference 
held by Katara in Hall 32, with the 
participation of Captain of the fifth 
Fath Al Khair Cruise Mohammad 
Al Sada, that the fifth Fath Al Khair 
Cruise comes within the framework 
of Katara’s continuous efforts in cul-
tural exchange between Qatar and 
the Arab Gulf region on one hand, 
and the Mediterranean countries on 
the other, in order to raise aware-
ness on the Qatari heritage - es-
pecially the maritime culture, as a 
bridge of communication between 
peoples.

Al Sulaiti said the cruise will 

start on July 4 and will include three 
European countries overlooking the 
coasts of the Mediterranean Sea, 
starting from the port of the island 
of Malta, heading towards Italy, 
then France, to reach its last stop in 
Barcelona, Spain.

The cruise also aims to promote 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
present Doha’s preparation to host 
this championship to the audience 
from European countries, as well as 
the huge sports facilities and enor-
mous World Cup stadiums that the 
State of Qatar has built for this ex-
ceptional global championship.

Al Sulaiti praised all the parties 
that contributed to the success of the 
trip since the beginning of its launch, 
namely: the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, the Ministry of Transport, the 
Amiri Yachts, the Private Engineer-
ing Office, Nakilat, the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy, 
in addition to all the various media 
outlets that contributed to covering 
the Fath Al Khair trips.

Captain of the fifth Fath Al Khair 

Cruise Mohammad Al Sada affirmed 
the completion of all the necessary 
preparations for the launch of the 
fifth Fath Al Khair and the full readi-
ness of the marine crew.

In a statement to QNA on the 
number of the crew of the cruise, 
and ways to promote the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, in the ports 
in which they will stop, Al Sada said 
that the marine crew of the trip in-
cludes 18 sailors who have been 
carefully selected after passing a 
series of tests of physical fitness, en-
durance and navigation, explaining 

that the cruise course is about 5,700 
km, departing from the Grand Har-
bour port of Malta and concluding at 
the Spanish port of Barcelona.

Al Sada pointed out that the 
cruise took all means and meas-
ures related to security and safety 
requirements, in addition to final-
ising all arrangements and coordi-
nation with the maritime authori-
ties in the European ports that 
fall on the route, explaining that 
the cruise programme includes 
receiving visitors when it stops at 
European ports within a certain 
mechanism that guarantees the 
best results in promoting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, where 
meetings will be held aimed at in-
troducing the facilities and sports 
stadiums that will host the cham-
pionship matches, in addition to 
distributing symbolic gifts and in-
troductory brochures to the public 
in all ports, in addition to holding 
competitions, in cooperation with 
the Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery and Legacy.

The cruise will include three European countries overlooking the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea 

The marine crew of the trip 
includes 18 sailors who have 
been carefully selected after 
passing a series of tests of physi-
cal fitness, endurance and navi-
gation, since the cruise course is 
about 5,700 km, departing from 
the Grand Harbour port of Malta 
and concluding at the Spanish 
port of Barcelona




