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RAFAEL Nadal strode into 
the second round at Wim-
bledon just three weeks after 
he was on crutches following 
make-or-break treatment on a 
chronic foot injury.

The Spaniard, 36, under-
went radio-wave therapy on 
the nerve in his left foot earlier 
this month with his career po-
tentially on the line after win-
ning his 14th French Open.

The procedure seems to 
have been a success as Na-
dal was given a serious run-
around by Argentinian debu-
tant Francisco Cerundolo.

But, on his first appearance 
at the Championships since 
2019, Nadal came through in 
four sets, 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 in 
three hours and 33 minutes.

“After three years of not 
playing here I’m very happy to 
be back,” he said.

“The last three years I 
didn’t put a foot on a grass 
court, so it always takes a 
while in my first match. Every 
day is a test and this was an 
important test.

“At the beginning of the 
tournament and under the cir-
cumstances I arrived here, the 
victory is the most important 
thing.

“Everyone knows I had to 
do some things on my foot, but 
the most important thing is I 
am in Wimbledon 2022 and I 
won my first match!” 

The Spaniard is now more 
than halfway towards a cal-
endar year Grand Slam and 
would become the first man 
to achieve it since Rod Laver 
in 1969 if he can add Wim-
bledon and the US Open to 
his Australian and French 

Opens.
Playing 22-time major 

champion Nadal on Centre 
Court on your Wimbledon de-
but should be a daunting pros-
pect, but Cerundolo did not 

show any hint of nerves.
The 23-year-old from Bue-

nos Aires had chances to break 
in the first and second sets, 
but it was Nadal who struck at 
the vital moments; in the 10th 

game to take the opener and 
for 4-2 in the second.

At a break down in the 
third Cerundolo looked down 
and out but, to his credit, he 
retrieved it and then snatched 

another before serving out the 
set at the third attempt.

A forehand winner which 
clipped the baseline brought 
up another break in the fourth 
for the rookie.

But old warrior Nadal 
hauled himself level again 
at 4-4 and roared with de-
light when Cerundolo floated 
wide on match point to end a 
breathless contest.

Nadal delighted to be back  
winning at Wimbledon
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ANDY Murray threw in an un-
derarm serve as he overcame 
a stiff examination of his form 
and fitness to get his Wimble-
don campaign up and running.

The former world number 
one faced a race against time 
to recover from an abdominal 
strain he suffered a fortnight 
ago in time to play at SW19.

The injury did not seem 
to be an issue but the match 
sharpness probably was after 
Murray was broken twice on 
his way to dropping the first 
set against unseeded Austral-
ian James Duckworth.

But Murray was soon mo-
toring again as he wrapped 
up a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 victory, 
with a cheeky underarm serve 
- only the second of his career 
- thrown in for good measure.

“It’s amazing to be back here 
with a full crowd, it’s an amazing 
atmosphere,” Murray said.

“Obviously I’m getting on a 
bit so I don’t know how many 

more opportunities I’ll get to 
play on this court, so I want to 
make the most of every time I 
get to come out here.

“Hopefully I’ll get another 
match on here in a couple of 
days. I thought I did well to re-
bound after the first set. Once 
I started to find my returns I 
felt a bit more comfortable and 
I’m glad to get through it.

“There’s always nerves, 
pressure, butterflies and 
stress, and it was a longer 
build-up for me because of the 
ab injury, so it’s great to get 
out here and get a win under 
my belt.” 

Duckworth has not won a 
main-draw match all year and 
is ranked 74 in the world, but he 
would probably be a lot higher 
had he not been even more 
blighted by injury than Murray.

The 30-year-old has un-
dergone nine operations in his 
career, including hip surgery.

Duckworth’s powerful hit-
ting had Murray rattled in the 
first set but the Scot, once again 
being coached by Ivan Lendl, 

took a couple of miles per hour 
off his serve and started hitting 
the mark more frequently as 
he levelled the match.

A delicious drop shot 
brought up break point in the 
third and it was converted after 
Duckworth went long follow-
ing another punishing rally.

Murray backed up the 
break with a hold includ-
ing that underarm serve as 
he channelled his inner Nick  
Kyrgios to the delight of  
Centre Court.

Duckworth did make the 
return, but then made a mess 
of an overhead as Murray took 
the point.

With time heading to-
wards 9pm and the light fad-
ing, the fourth set began under 
the roof.

Duckworth kept Murray 
on his toes until the ninth 
game, a double fault gift-
wrapping the crucial break as 
the 35-year-old secured a sec-
ond-round meeting with big-
serving American 20th seed 
John Isner.

Murray uses underarm serve 

Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates winning against Argentina’s Francisco Cerundolo at the end of their men’s singles match on the second day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships 
at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Nadal won in four sets, 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 in three hours and 33 minutes. (AFP)
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Seven-time champion Serena Williams made her singles comeback at Wimbledon on Tuesday against 
France’s Harmony Tan on Centre Court, 12 months on from tearing her hamstring in her first-round match 
at SW19. Williams of the US was involved in a tense affair having the lost the opening set 5-7 but she 
came back to win the second 6-1. In the final set, the two players were locked 4-4 in the decider at the 
time of going to the press. (AFP)
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FELICIANO Lopez equalled 
Roger Federer’s record of 
81 main-draw appearances 
at Grand Slam events in  
the Open era but he was 
beaten in the first round at 
Wimbledon.

The 40-year-old made his 
Grand Slam debut at the 2001 
French Open and had ap-
peared in every major since 
the 2002 event in Paris until 
he failed to progress through 
qualifying at Roland Garros 
this year.

Spaniard Lopez went down 
in straight sets to Botic van de 
Zandschulp on Tuesday.

Ranked 214 in the world, 
Lopez is a three-time quar-
ter-finalist at the All England 
Club, while he also reached the 
quarter-finals of the US Open 
in 2015.

Since then, the veteran has 
never progressed further than 
the third round at a Grand 
Slam.

Fabrice Santoro is third 
on the list behind Federer 
and Lopez with 70 main-
draw appearances at majors, 
with Mikhail Youzhny and 
Fernando Verdasco on 69.

In the women’s game, Alize 
Cornet equalled Ai Sugiyama’s 
all-time record for consecu-
tive Grand Slam main-draw 
appearances with 62 and cel-
ebrated by progressing to the 
second round by beating num-
ber 27 seed Yulia Putintseva 
6-3, 7-6 (7-5).

Lopez equals 
Federer record, 

Cornet draws level 
with Sugiyama

Wimbledon results on Tuesday on the second day of the 2022 champion-
ships at the All England Club (x denotes seeded player):
Men’s Singles
Reilly Opelka (USA x15) bt Carlos Taberner (ESP) 7-6 (7/5), 6-4, 6-4
Mikael Ymer (SWE) bt Daniel Altmaier (GER) 6-3, 7-5, 7-5
Christian Harrison (USA) bt Jay Clarke (GBR) 7-6 (7/3), 6-1, 7-6 (8/6)
David Goffin (BEL) bt Radu Albot (MDA) 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/5)
Sebastian Baez (ARG x31) bt Taro Daniel (JPN) 6-4, 6-4, 7-5
Ryan Peniston (GBR) bt Henri Laaksonen (SUI) 6-4, 6-3, 6-2
Steve Johnson (USA) bt Grigor Dimitrov (BUL x18) 4-6, 5-2 - retired
Christian Garín (CHI) bt Elias Ymer (SWE) 6-3, 7-5, 6-4
Hugo Grenier (FRA) bt Marc-Andrea Huesler (SUI) 6-3, 7-6 (7/0), 6-7 (5/7), 
2-6, 6-4
Benjamin Bonzi (FRA) bt Zdenek Kolár (CZE) 6-3, 6-3, 6-1
Jenson Brooksby (USA x29) bt Mikhail Kukushkin (KAZ) 6-3, 6-2, 6-3
Alex De Minaur (AUS x19) bt Hugo Dellien (BOL) 6-1, 6-3, 7-5

Jack Draper (GBR) bt Zizou Bergs (BEL) 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4)
Diego Schwartzman (ARG x12) bt Stefan Kozlov (USA) 6-3, 6-2, 6-2
Brandon Nakashima (USA) bt Nicola Kuhn (ESP) 6-3, 6-7 (1/7), 6-3, 6-2
Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP x17) bt Attila Balazs (HUN) 6-1, 6-0, 6-3
Filip Krajinovic (SRB x26) bt Jiri Lehecka (CZE) 5-7, 6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-4
Nick Kyrgios (AUS) bt Paul Jubb (GBR) 3-6, 6-1, 7-5, 6-7 (3/7), 7-5
Jordan Thompson (AUS) bt Roberto Carballés Baena (ESP) 6-4, 6-1, 6-1
Jack Sock (USA) bt Bernabe Zapata Miralles (ESP) 7-6 (8/6), 6-4, 6-4
Marcos Giron (USA) bt Holger Rune (DEN x24) 6-3, 7-5, 6-4
Alex Molcan (SVK) bt Pedro Martínez (ESP) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-1
Alastair Gray (GBR) bt Chun Hsin Tseng (TAI) 6-3, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3)
Mackenzie McDonald (USA) bt Nuno Borges (POR) 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7/3)
Richard Gasquet (FRA) bt João Sousa (POR) 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, 4-6, 4-6, 6-3
Emil Ruusuvuori (FIN) bt Yoshihito Nishioka (JPN) 6-2, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4
Botic van de Zandschulp (NED x21) bt Feliciano Lopez (ESP) 6-2, 6-3, 6-3
Lorenzo Sonego (ITA x27) bt Denis Kudla (USA) 6-7 (6/8), 6-3, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2

Hugo Gaston (FRA) bt Alexei Popyrin (AUS) 6-2, 4-6, 0-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3
Ricardas Berankis (LTU) bt Sam Querrey (USA) 6-4, 7-5, 6-3
Rafael Nadal (ESP x2) bt Francisco Cerundolo (ARG) 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4
Women’s Singles
Iga Swiatek (POL x1) bt Jana Fett (CRO) 6-0, 6-3
Lesley Pattinama Kerkhove (NED) bt Sonay Kartal (GBR) 6-4, 3-6, 6-1
Claire Liu (USA) bt Nuria Parrizas Diaz (ESP) 7-5, 6-3
Alize Cornet (FRA) bt Yulia Putintseva (KAZ x27) 6-3, 7-6 (7/5)
Ajla Tomljanovic (AUS) bt Jil Teichmann (SUI x18) 6-2, 6-3
Catherine Harrison (USA) bt Arantxa Rus (NED) 6-1, 6-4
Viktorija Golubic (SUI) bt Andrea Petkovic (GER) 6-4, 6-3
Barbora Krejcikova (CZE x13) bt Maryna Zanevska (BEL) 7-6 (7/4), 6-3
Paula Badosa (ESP x4) bt Louisa Chirico (USA) 6-2, 6-1
Irina Maria Bara (ROM) bt Chloe Paquet (FRA) 6-2, 6-4
Ana Bogdan (ROM) bt Dayana Yastremska (UKR) 6-2, 6-2
Petra Kvitova (CZE x25) bt Jasmine Paolini (ITA) 2-6, 6-4, 6-2

Kirsten Flipkens (BEL) bt Jaimee Fourlis (AUS) 7-5, 6-2
Simona Halep (ROM x16) bt Karolína Muchová (CZE) 6-3, 6-2
Coco Gauff (USA x11) bt Gabriela Ruse (ROM) 2-6, 6-3, 7-5
Mihaela Buzarnescu (ROM) bt Nastasja Schunk (GER) 6-4, 6-2
Lauren Davis (USA) bt Madison Brengle (USA) 6-2, 7-5
Amanda Anisimova (USA x20) bt Yuan Yue (CHN) 6-3, 6-4
Sara Sorribes Tormo (ESP x32) bt Christina McHale (USA) 6-2, 6-1
Zhang Shuai (CHN x33) bt Misaki Doi (JPN) 6-4, 6-0
Marta Kostyuk (UKR) bt Katie Swan (GBR) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4
Maria Sakkari (GRE x5) bt Zoe Hives (AUS) 6-1, 6-4
Viktoriya Tomova (BUL) bt Daria Saville (AUS) 7-5, 3-6, 7-5
Tatjana Maria (GER) bt Astra Sharma (AUS) 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
Yanina Wickmayer (BEL) bt Zhu Lin (CHN) 6-4, 6-2
Jelena Ostapenko (LAT x12) bt Oceane Dodin (FRA) 6-4, 6-4
Wang Qiang (CHN) bt Belinda Bencic (SUI x14) 6-4, 5-7, 6-2
Heather Watson (GBR) bt Tamara Korpatsch (GER) 6-7 (7/9), 7-5, 6-2.

Results (1st Round)
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LAST year’s Wimbledon run-
ner-up Matteo Berrettini has 
been forced to withdraw from 
the Championships due to a 
positive coronavirus test.

The Italian, who has won 
on grass in Stuttgart and at 
Queen’s Club already this 
summer, announced the news 
in an Instagram post.

“I am heartbroken to an-
nounce that I need to with-
draw from @wimbledon due 
to a positive Covid-19 test re-
sult,” world number 11 Berret-
tini said Tuesday.

“I have had flu symptoms 
and been isolating the last few 
days.

Despite symptoms not be-
ing severe, I decided it was 
important to take another 
test this morning to protect 
the health and safety of my 
fellow competitors and every-
one else involved in the tour-
nament.

“I have no words to de-
scribe the extreme disappoint-
ed I feel. The dream is over 
for this year, but I will be back 
stronger. Thank you for the 
support.” 

Late Monday the Croatian 
veteran Marin Cilic also said 
he was isolating with a posi-
tive test and had withdrawn 
from the tournament.

Coronavirus: 
Berrettini joins 
Cilic in exiting 
Wimbledon

SERENA MAKES SINGLES RETURN
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CARLOS Alcaraz insisted he 
is not feeling any pressure to 
be among the Wimbledon fa-
vourites after coming through 
a marathon four-hour clash 
with Jan-Lennard Struff to 
reach the second round late on 
Monday.

Alcaraz, whose four Tour-
level titles in 2022 are more 
than any other player on the 
ATP Tour, has been tipped for 
a deep run at Wimbledon after 
surging to seventh in the world 
rankings.

But the 19-year-old was on 
the brink of a stunning first-
round exit when he was taken 
to a fourth-set tie-break at 2-1 
down on Monday, eventually 
recovering to post a gruelling 
4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4 
win on No. 1 Court.

In his post-match me-
dia conference, the Spaniard 
reiterated last week’s claim 
that he is not one of the fa-
vourites to triumph in Lon-

don, although he said he could 
win the tournament if he plays 
to the best of his ability.

“I don’t feel the pressure 
because I don’t rank myself as 
one of the favourites to win this 

tournament,” Alcaraz said.
“Obviously if I play well, 

I have [the] level to win the 

tournament, but there are a lot 
more experienced players on 
grass. I don’t feel the pressure.” 

Alcaraz also conceded his 
grass-court game can still im-
prove as he hailed his tremen-
dous serving display - which 
brought him 30 aces, as the 
reason for his victory.

“I enjoyed [the match] a 
lot,” he added. “Great battle 
over four hours. For me, [to] 
play on grass is so beautiful. I 
like to play on grass.  “I would 
say my level on grass has to 
improve a little bit, but I’m 
happy with my level.

“I didn’t expect to move as 
well as I did. I mean, I played 
really well, I felt really well 
playing on grass and I still don’t 
know how I served [so well].

“This is probably my best 
match serving. This was a 
weapon that I used [and] that’s 
why I won – the serve, for sure.” 

Alcaraz will face Tallon 
Griekspoor in the second 
round after the Dutch player 
overcame Fabio Fognini in 
four sets on day one.

Alcaraz not feeling title pressure 
after surviving five-set battle

DPA
FRANKFURT 

MARIO Götze trained with 
Eintracht Frankfurt for the 
first time on Tuesday as 
around 1,000 greeted the Eu-
ropa League winners on their 
return for pre-season training.

World Cup winner Götze 
has returned to the Bundesliga 
after two years with PSV Ein-
dhoven, where he regained 
form after struggling to per-
form at Bayern Munich and 
Borussia Dortmund.

Götze said he was not feel-
ing pressure on coming back 
to Germany rather that he was 
“valued” which is “a positive 
thing.” “It speaks for what I’ve 
done in the last years,” he said.

The first training felt “very, 
very positive” according to 
Götze, who said he had chosen 
Frankfurt as Eintract offered 
an “overall good package,” 
also in terms of his private life.

But Götze, who scored the 
winning goal in the final when 
Germany beat Argentina to lift 
the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, 
played down a potential return 
to the national team.

“The most important thing 
for me is that I improve my-
self,” he said.

“Everything else is a long 
way away for me.

“The last international 
[appearance] was a few years 
ago. Currently it’s not a topic 
for me.” Lucas Alario, another 
prominent signing for Eintra-
cht from Bayer Leverkusen, 
was also part of the 22-player 
group working under the guid-
ance of coach Oliver Glasner. 
Fellow new signings Randal 
Kolo Muani and Jérôme On-

guéné were also present but 
Aurelio Buta wasn’t there fol-
lowing a knee operation.

Eintracht’s players who 
had international duty over 
summer, including goalkeep-
er Kevin Trapp, are expected 
back with the team on July 7.

Frankfurt begin the season 
in the German Cup away sec-
ond division Magdeburg on 
August 1 and open the Bundes-
liga against champions Bayern 
Munich four days later.

On August 10 they take on 
Champions League winners 
Real Madrid in the Super Cup 
in Helsinki.

Europa League winners 
Frankfurt resume training 

with new star Gotze
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TAKUMI Minamino has 
brought his Liverpool stay to 
an end by completing a move 
to Monaco. The Japan inter-
national signed for the Reds 
in January 2020 but was un-
able to establish himself as a 
first-team regular. During a 
two-and-a-half-year period at 
Anfield, Minamino scored 14 
goals in 55 appearances.

He helped Liverpool 
win their first Premier League 

title in the 2019-20 season, be-
fore playing his part in an FA 
Cup and EFL Cup double in his 
final campaign on Merseyside.

While the fee for his move 
to France has not been con-
firmed by either club, Monaco 
are reported to be paying €15 
million ($15.8 million), with 
an extra €3 million potentially 
forked out in bonuses.

Minamino has signed a 
four-year deal with Monaco, 
who finished third in Ligue 1 
last term.

Minamino ends Liverpool 
stay with Monaco switch

QATAR SPORTS CLUB’S  
TRAINING BEGINS IN SPAIN 

Sports 13Wednesday, June 29, 2022

The team and technical staff of Umm Salal club arrived in the city of Izmir in Turkey on Tuesday for a conditioning camp ahead of the Qatar Stars League new season 2022-23. The 
camp will be held till July 20 during which the team will also play friendly matches.

UMM SALAL REACH TURKEY FOR CONDITIONING CAMP AFC extends AFC Asian Cup 
2023 EoI deadline to July 15

AFC
KUALA LUMPUR

THE Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) has extended 
the deadline to receive Expres-
sions of Interest (EoI) from 
the AFC Member Associations 
(MAs) to host the AFC Asian 
Cup 2023 from the original 
date of June 30, 2022, to July 
15, 2022.

The AFC had issued an EOI 
invitation to the AFC MAs to 
host the AFC Asian Cup 2023 
on May 31, 2022. This fol-
lowed China PR’s decision to 

withdraw as hosts of the AFC 
Asian Cup 2023 and the con-
sequent mandate provided to 
the AFC Administration by the 
32nd AFC Congress 2022 to 
define the terms and require-
ments of an expedited bidding 
process to find a replacement 
host for the competition.

Following the conclusion 
of the bidding process, the 
AFC Administration will sub-
mit a report with its recom-
mendations to the AFC Ex-
ecutive Committee, which will 
then select the new host of the 
AFC Asian Cup 2023.

Qatar Sports Club’s defender Javi Martinez during a team training  
session in Alicante, Spain, on Tuesday.

Mario Gotze.

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz celebrates after winning against Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff in the first round on 
the first day of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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WORLD number one Iga 
Swiatek went into the record 
books in style as she won her 
36th match in a row with vic-
tory over Jana Fett on Centre 
Court.

Swiatek’s amazing streak, 
which goes back to February 
and has seen her win six tour-
naments, means it is the long-
est winning streak of the 21st 
century, overtaking Venus 
Willams’ record set in 2000.

The two-time French Open 
champion, a hot favourite for 
the SW19 crown, enjoyed the 
prestigious opening slot on 
Centre Court usually reserved 
for the defending champion 
and beat Croatian Fett 6-0, 
6-3.

Defending champion Ash-
leigh Barty’s retirement meant 
that Swiatek was given the 
honour of opening play on 
the main show court and she 
looked entirely at home, hand-
ing her opponent a 33-minute 
bagel.

This was the Pole’s first 

match since winning at Ro-
land Garros and Fett, who has 
had an active warm-up on the 
grass, threatened a comeback 
as she led 3-1 in the second set.

She had three break points 

to make it 4-1, but Swiatek es-
caped and that was the end of 
it, as the Pole quickly rattled 
off five games in a row to con-
tinue her invincible streak.

Number five seed Maria 

Sakkari made light work of 
Australian Zoe Hives, winning 
6-1, 6-4, but 14th seed Belinda 
Bencic is out, losing 6-4, 5-7, 
6-2 to Wang Qiang in a match 
carried over from Monday.

Swiatek’s winning run hits 36  
after clearing the first hurdle

Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns the ball to Croatia’s Jana Fett during their women’s singles match on the 
second day of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London, on Tuesday. (AFP)

MANCHESTER United have made 
headway in negotiations with 
Barcelona over key summer target 
Frenkie de Jong. Erik ten Hag 
coached the 25-year-old at Ajax 
and feels the midfielder would be 
an important part of the rebuild 
he is undertaking at Old Trafford. 
United are understood to have 
made positive progress in talks 
with Barcelona and a deal of 
around 65million euros ($68.5 
million) plus add-ons has been 
lined up. There remains issues 
to iron out but the first signing 
of the Ten Hag era appears to 
be edging closer. Work is afoot 
to add more faces and some 
peripheral players are on their way 
out, with back-up goalkeeper Dean 
Henderson set to join Nottingham 
Forest on loan. Meanwhile, United 
teenager Zidane Iqbal has signed 
a new and improved deal at the 
club. The Mancunian of Iraqi 
and Pakistani heritage made his 
debut in December’s Champions 
League match against Young Boys 
and has signed a deal until June 
2025, with the option of a further 
year. “Delighted to have extended 
my stay at this wonderful club,” 
19-year-old Iqbal posted on Twit-
ter. “Alhamdulillah.”(PA Media/DPA)

Man Utd making 
progress in talks  
to sign de Jong

 Quick read



India survive Irish scare, capture series 
after thrilling four-run win in final T20I

ANI
DUBLIN

TOP knocks from captain 
Andrew Balbirnie (60), Paul 
Stirling (40) and Harry Tec-
tor (39) went in vain as India 
snatched the match from Ire-
land in the last over, winning 
the last-ball thriller by four 
runs here at The Village in 
Dublin on Tuesday.

With this, India have won 
the series 2-0. Ireland though 
will walk away with a lot of 
positives as they were in the 
match till the very last ball and 
gave India a scare of the life-
time with their batting. 

Chasing 228, Ireland were 
off a good start as the opener 
Paul Stirling hit the opening 
over of pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar for 18 runs, hitting him 
for 6,4,4,4.

Irish batters kept punish-
ing Indian bowlers, putting 
them under severe pressure, 
particularly Bhuvneshwar. 
The duo of Stirling and An-
drew Balbirnie brought their 
50-run stand in just 23 balls.

Spinner Ravi Bishnoi fi-
nally delivered the break-
through for India, dislodging 
the stumps of the danger man 
Stirling, who scored 40 off 18.

At the end of the power-
play in six overs, Ireland stood 
at a commanding 73/1 with 
Balbirnie (25*) and Gareth 
Delany (0*).

Umran Malik came to bowl 
the seventh over. Delany was 
run out for nought in Umran’s 
over thanks to a brilliant direct 
hit by Indian skipper Hardik 
Pandya.

This brought Harry Tector 
to the crease. Balbirnie sur-
vived a stumping on a Bishnoi 
delivery in the eighth over after 
the bowler bowled a no-ball.

Ireland crossed the hun-
dred-run mark in 9 overs. Bal-
birnie reached his 6th T20I 
fifty in 34 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, Ire-
land stood at 107/2, with Bal-
birnie (50*) and Tector (6*).

Harshal Patel came started 
the second half of the innings 
for India. Though Irish cap-
tain Balbirnie welcomed him 
with a six and a four, the pacer 
had the last laugh, dismissing 
the batter for a brilliant 60 off 
37 after he was caught by Bish-
noi at deep point. The promis-
ing 44-run stand with Tucker 
was finally over.

Wicketkeeper Lorcan 
Tucker was next on the crease. 
He took the chase forward 
with Tucker. The budding 24-
run stand was broken by Um-
ran Malik, who got his maiden 
international wicket. 

Chahal caught Tucker for 
just five while he was trying to 
hit the ball over Umran’s head.

This brought George Dock-
rell to the crease. The equation 
was down to 79 in the final six 
overs. Dockrell got two fours 
and a six in his first four balls.

At the end of 15 overs, Ire-
land stood at 164/4, needing 
62 in the last 30 balls. The 16th 
over bowled by Bhuvneshwar, 
who had an expensive spell in 
the powerplay, conceded ten 
runs, bringing down the chase 
to 52 runs needed in 24 balls.

Dockrell and Tucker kept 
batting well, bringing down 
the equation to 38 in the last 
3 overs.

Bhuvneshwar started the 
next over by breaking the 46-
run stand between Tector and 
Dockrell, by sending back Tec-
tor for a well-made 39 off 28 
balls after he was caught by 
Deepak Hooda at the long-on. 
At this point, half of the Irish 
team was back in the hut at 189.

The breakthrough brought 
the run chase down to 31 in 
the final two overs. Ireland 
crossed the 200-run mark in 
18.3 overs.

The equation was down 
to 17 in the last over. Umran 
Malik came forward to bowl 

the last over. Ireland finished 
their innings at 221/5. Malik 
managed to keep his nerves 
and complete his job for India, 
winning the game for his side 
by 4 runs.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Harshal Patel, Ravi Bishnoi 
and Umran Malik got a wicket 
each.

Maiden century by Deepak 
Hooda (104) and his 176-run 
stand with Sanju Samson 
(77) guided India to a massive 
227/7 against Ireland in the 
second and final T20I of the 
series at The Village in Dublin 
on Tuesday.

Batting first, India were 
not off a good start, losing Is-
han Kishan for just 3 after he 
was dismissed by medium-
pacer Mark Adair with help 
from wicketkeeper-batter Lor-
can Tucker.

This brought Deepak Hoo-
da to the crease, who joined 
the opener Sanju Samson.

The duo went for some 

big hits and maintained some 
good running between the 
wickets. At the end of the pow-
erplay in six overs, India was 
at 54/1 with Hooda (26*) and 
Samson (24*).

They soon reached their 
50-run partnership and 
switched their gears after this, 
punishing Irish bowlers more. 
Hooda brought up his maiden 
fifty in just 27 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, In-
dia stood at 97/1 with Hooda 
(50*) and Samson (42*). The 
ninth and tenth over bowled 
by Gareth Delany and Andy 
McBrine went for 15 and 16 
runs respectively.

The duo brought their 100-
run stand in just 55 balls. Sam-
son also brought up his first 
T20I fifty in 31 balls.

Between 10-15 overs, the 
duo brutalised the Irish attack, 
getting 80 runs within these 
five overs. Hooda in general 
was more dominant as a batter.

Ireland finally got a break-
through after Adair clean 
bowled Samson for a brilliant 
77 off 42 balls, ending the bru-
tal 176-run stand between the 
duo.

Hooda soon brought up his 
maiden T20I century in just 
55 balls, becoming the only 
fourth Indian to hit a century 
in the format.

Suryakumar Yadav, who 
was next at the crease after 
Samson’s wicket looked good, 
smashing two fours and a six, 
but was dismissed for 15 off 5 
by medium-pacer Josh Little 
after being caught behind by 
keeper Tucker. 

Wicketkeeper-batsman 
Dinesh Karthik was dismissed 
for a golden duck by medium-
pacer Craig Young. 
Scores: India 227/7 (Deepak 
Hooda 104, Sanju Samson 77, 
Mark Adair 3/44) beat Ireland 
221/5 (Andrew Balbirnie 60, 
Paul Stirling 40, Ravi Bishnoi 
1/41) by 4 runs.

ICC
LONDON

TRIBUTES have been pour-
ing in for Eoin Morgan after 
the former England captain 
announced his retirement on 
Tuesday.

Eoin Morgan called time on 
his 16-year international career 
earlier today. Having made his 
debut for Ireland in 2006, Mor-
gan went on to play for England 
and retires as one of their great-
est white-ball players. 

“After careful deliberation 
and consideration, I am here 
to announce my retirement 
from international cricket 
with immediate effect,” said 
Morgan.

“To call time on what has 
been without doubt the most 
enjoyable and rewarding 
chapter of my career hasn’t 
been an easy decision, but I 

believe now is the right time 
to do so, both for me, person-
ally, and for both England 
white-ball sides I have led to 
this point.

“I have been lucky 
enough to play in two World 
Cup winning teams, but I 
believe the future for Eng-
land’s white-ball teams 

is brighter than ever. We 
have more experience, more 
strength and more depth 
than ever before. I look for-
ward to watching on with a 

huge level of excitement.”
Morgan retires as Eng-

land’s leading run-scorer in 
ODIs. as well as their most 
successful captain in 50-over 
cricket. 

In 225 ODIs, the southpaw 
scored 6957 runs in 225 ODIs 
for England, including 13 cen-
turies. 

Before playing for England, 
Morgan represented Ireland as 
well, where he scored 744 runs 
in 23 matches at an average of 
35.42.

The 35-year-old has been 
credited for bringing about a 
revolution in white-ball cricket 
since taking over as England 
captain in 2015. 

Under his captaincy, Eng-
land famously won the 2019 
Cricket World Cup in front of 
their home fans at Lord’s. 

He was also a part of the 
2010 England squad that won 
the T20 World Cup in the Car-
ibbean. 

Since he announced his 
retirement, tributes have been 
flowing in from around the 
globe, praising the former cap-
tain for his immense contribu-
tion to the game.

England’s World 
Cup-winning 
captain bids 

adieu

‘Morgan changed the way people 
think and play the game’

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

LEWIS Hamilton insists 
“archaic mindsets” need to 
change after it emerged for-
mer Formula One world 
champion Nelson Piquet used 
a racial slur towards the Mer-
cedes driver.

Reports in Brazil claim an 
interview conducted following 
the 2021 British Grand Prix 
has surfaced in which Piquet, 
69, uses an offensive expres-
sion aimed at Hamilton.

The Brazilian, who won 
the world title on three oc-
casions, is reported to have 
been discussing a collision 
between Hamilton and his 
rival Max Verstappen on the 
opening lap at Silverstone 
which saw the Dutchman re-
tire from the race.

Hamilton responded to the 
story coming to light by calling 
for action.

Seven-time world champi-
on Hamilton posted on Twit-
ter: “It’s more than language. 
These archaic mindsets need 
to change and have no place in 
our sport. I’ve been surround-
ed by these attitudes and tar-
geted my whole life.

“There has been plenty of 
time to learn. Time has come 
for action.” He had earlier 
tweeted in Portuguese “Vamos 
focar em mudar a mentali-
dade”, translated as “Let’s fo-
cus on changing the mindset”.

Formula One and Mer-
cedes were quick to condemn 
Piquet and offer support to 
Hamilton.

“Discriminatory or rac-
ist language is unacceptable 
in any form and has no part 
in society,” an F1 statement 
read. “Lewis is an incredible 
ambassador for our sport and 
deserves respect.

“His tireless efforts to 
increase diversity and inclu-
sion are a lesson to many and 
something we are committed 
to at F1.” Mercedes said in a 
statement: “We condemn in 
the strongest terms any use of 
racist or discriminatory lan-
guage of any kind.

“Lewis has spearheaded 
our sport’s efforts to combat 
racism, and he is a true cham-
pion of diversity on and off 
track.

“Together, we share a vi-
sion for a diverse and inclusive 
motorsport, and this incident 
underlines the fundamental 
importance of continuing to 
strive for a brighter future.” 
Hamilton’s team-mate George 
Russell tweeted: “Huge re-
spect to LH. He has done more 
for the sport than any driver in 
history, not just on track but 
off it.

“The fact that he and so 
many others are STILL hav-
ing to deal with this behaviour 
is unacceptable. We all need 
to stand together against dis-
crimination of any kind.”

Hamilton says  
‘archaic mindsets’ 

must change  
following Piquet slur

In this file photo taken on May 29, 2019, Brazilian former Formula One 
pilot Nelson Piquet (R), French former Formula One pilot Jean Alesi (C) 
and British Formula One pilot Lewis Hamilton (L) are seen during the 
funeral of late Austrian three-time Formula One world champion Niki 
Lauda at the Stephandsdom (St Stephen’s Cathedral) in Vienna. (AFP)

In this file photo taken on July 14, 2019 England’s captain Eoin Morgan celebrates with the World Cup 
trophy after the 2019 Cricket World Cup final against New Zealand at Lord’s in London. England’s World 
Cup-winning captain Morgan announced his retirement from international cricketon Tuesday. (AFP)

F1 AND MERCEDES  
CONDEMN RACISM  

Mercedes ‘cautiously optimistic’ ahead of Silverstone Grand Prix
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

MERCEDES are “cautiously op-
timistic” of competing at Silver-
stone with a car that, according 
to their chief technical officer, is 
“definitely on the mend.” 

It has been a difficult For-
mula One season for Mercedes, 
who sit third in the constructors’ 
standings, 116 points off pace-
setters Red Bull.

While new boy George 

Russell has performed well 
and sits fourth in the Drivers’ 
Championship with 111 points 
– 64 behind leader Max Ver-
stappen – seven-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton is 
down in sixth.

Hamilton has struggled to 
adapt to Mercedes’ new car 
and often been unable to hide 
his frustration with the vehi-
cle’s performance, though he 
did manage a third-place fin-
ish in Montreal last time out.

Third is the best Mercedes 
have achieved in any race in 
2022, with Russell achieving it 
in Spain, Azerbaijan and Aus-
tralia, and Hamilton clinching 
the final podium place in Bah-
rain as well as Canada.

Ahead of the British Grand 
Prix, Mercedes’ CTO James 
Allison believes the team are 
finding a way to be competi-
tive following two successive 
podium finishes.

He told Sky Sports: “Every-

one in our factory doesn’t dare 
say it, but we’re cautiously op-
timistic of having a more com-
petitive weekend than some of 
those we’ve had of late.

“I think some of the char-
acteristics of this circuit will 
suit the car. We don’t have a 
car capable of winning from 
the front yet. But I think as 
long as we can get the car 
tamed through Maggots Beck-
etts and around the faster of 
the corners, then I think we 

have a decent chance of a com-
petitive showing, and maybe 
if the Red Bulls stumble, who 
knows, but I’m hopeful of a 
better weekend.” 

When it was put to him 
that victory at Silverstone 
would be an emotional one, 
Allison quipped: “Absolutely, 
well I’d cry! “It’d be a fantastic 
thing. I’ve just got my fingers 
crossed that we’ll have a cred-
itable showing with a car that 
is definitely on the mend.”

Red Bull terminate contract 
of reserve driver for  

alleged racism
DPA

BERLIN

FORMULA One champion-
ship leaders Red Bull have 
terminated the contract its re-
serve driver Jüri Vips for alleg-
edly making a racist remark.

“Following its investiga-
tion into an online incident in-
volving Jüri Vips, Oracle Red 
Bull Racing has terminated 
Jüri’s contract as its test and 
reserve driver,” the team said 
on Tuesday.

Red Bull stressed that they 
“do not condone any form of 
racism.” Estonian Vips alleg-

edly made racist remarks in 
a stream on the internet plat-
form Twitch.

A Red Bull junior driver, 
Vips is a regular in Formula 
2 for the Hitech Grand Prix 
team and is currently seventh 
in the overall standings.

Hitech owner Oliver 
Oakes has previously said 
that Vips’ remarks “do not 
reflect Hitech’s values,” but 
has not commented about the 
driver’s future at the team so 
far.

Vips took part in a practice 
session at the Spanish Grand 
Prix in May with Red Bull.

India’s Deepak Hooda celebrates his century during the second Twenty20 International against Ireland at 
Malahide cricket club in Dublin on Tuesday. (AFP)
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