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His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has received a written 
message from HM King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein of the sisterly Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The 
message pertains to bilateral relations and the means of boosting and developing them. The message 
was handed over by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of Jordan 
Ayman Al Safadi when HH the Amir met him at the Amiri Diwan on Tuesday morning. At the outset of 
the meeting, the Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs conveyed the greet-
ings of HM King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to HH the Amir, wishing HH continued health and 
happiness, and the Qatari people further progress and prosperity. For his part, HH the Amir entrusted 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Jordan to convey his greetings to HM King 
of Jordan, wishing him good health and wellness, and the brotherly Jordanian people further progress 
and prosperity. During the meeting, they reviewed the strong brotherly relations between Qatar and 
Jordan and the ways to strengthen and develop them. (QNA)

AMIR RECEIVES MESSAGE FROM JORDAN KING AMIR MEETS UAE NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with HH National Security Advisor of the United Arab 
Emirates Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan and the accompanying delegation at his Amiri Diwan office on Tuesday. At the beginning 
of the meeting, HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan conveyed the greetings of HH the President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and HH the Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum to HH the Amir, wishing His Highness good health and happiness and the Qatari people further 
progress and prosperity. HH the Amir entrusted HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan to convey his greetings to HH the President of 
the United Arab Emirates and HH the Vice President of the United Arab Emirates and his wishes of good health and well-being for them, 
and for the people of the UAE further prosperity and progress. During the meeting, they reviewed the existing brotherly relations between 
the two countries and the ways of developing and strengthening them in various fields, in addition to discussing a number of regional 
and international developments of common interest. (QNA)

QNA
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani has af-
firmed Qatar’s full solidarity 
with Jordan in facing the ef-
fects of the gas leakage. 

This came as Sheikh Mo-
hammed met with Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Expa-
triates of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan Ayman Al Sa-
fadi in Doha on Tuesday.

During the meeting, they 
reviewed bilateral relations 

between the two countries 
and the ways of supporting 
and developing them. Also, 
they touched on the latest de-
velopments in the Palestinian 
cause, especially the situation 
in occupied Jerusalem, in ad-
dition to discussing a number 
of regional and international 
issues of common concern. 

The FM, during the meet-
ing, expressed the condolenc-
es of Qatar to the government 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan on the victims of the 
explosion of a gas tank in the 
port of Aqaba and its wishes 
of a speedy recovery for the 
injured.

FM affirms Qatar’s full 
solidarity with Jordan in 
facing gas leak effects

Doha to host indirect 
US-Iran talks to  

revive nuclear deal
QNA/TNN

DOHA

QATAR has welcomed host-
ing of a round of indirect talks 
between the United States of 
America and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Doha this 
week, under the auspices of 
the European Union Coordi-
nator.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MoFA) affirmed Qa-
tar’s full readiness to provide 
an atmosphere that would 
help all parties make the talks 
a success.

The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s hope that the round 
of indirect talks would culmi-
nate in positive results that 
would contribute to reviving 
the nuclear agreement signed 
in 2015, supporting and en-

hancing security, stability,  
peace in the region and open-

ing new horizons for broader 
regional cooperation and dia-
logue with the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.

On Monday, Iran’s foreign 
ministry said the talks will fo-
cus on issues on the removal 
of “anti-Iran” sanctions, 
which have been left unre-
solved since the Vienna talks.

The ministry said that the 
upcoming discussions will be 
held indirectly with the US. 

Negotiations have been 
stalled since March.

EU foreign affairs chief 
Josep Borrell and Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amirabdollahian said at the 
weekend that talks would re-
sume, as Borrell travelled to 
Iran.  Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi also said his coun-
try wanted to continue the 
negotiations.

QNA
DOHA

PRESIDENT of the Republic 
of Malta Dr George Vella 
has affirmed that the foreign 
policy of Qatar 
has made it a 
country of great 
importance at 
the international 
level, pointing 
out that Qatar 
is being viewed 
as an honest 
mediator in 
many regional 
and global issues.

The Maltese president 
said that with the problem 
of energy supplies in Europe 
due to the Russian-Ukrainian 
war, Qatar has become an 
important player in this 
scenario.

He praised the excellent 

bilateral relations between 
Malta and Qatar, saying 
that it is based on mutual 
respect, respect for the 
sovereignty of the two coun-
tries and non-interference in 

internal affairs, 
which made it a 
relationship of 
equal partners.

The Maltese 
president said 
that the talks 
he held with His 
Highness the 
Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh 

Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
were important. The talks  
dealt with issues of bilateral 
cooperation between the two 
countries and opportunities 
for developing economic rela-
tions and investment, in ad-
dition to discussing current 
international issues. PAGE 6

Qatar’s foreign policy 
earned it great global 

recognition: Malta prez

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has reiterated 
Qatar’s full readiness to 
provide an atmosphere 
that would help all parties 
make the talks a success. 
The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s hope that the  
talks would culminate in 
positive results

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Municipality and Widam Food Company, has 
announced the sale of subsidised sacrificial animals for the year 
1443 AH, which begins on Friday (July 1) until Wednesday, July 13, 
(the fourth day of Eid Al Adha). The ministry confirmed that the 
initiative aims to control the market during the blessed Eid Al Adha 
period in order to achieve price stability, create a balance between 
supply and demand, stabilize the local market during certain sea-
sons in which the demand for supply increases, reduce the unjusti-
fied rise in red meat prices in those seasonal periods, and provide 
basic commodities at an acceptable price for consumers. The 
initiative prioritized the support of breeders and farm owners due 
to the ministry’s keenness to increase local production to achieve 
self-sufficiency and attain food security. (QNA) PAGE 2

Sale of subsidised sacrificial 
animals to begin on July 1

Qatar World Cup COVID-19 risks being well run: WHO
AGENCIES

GENEVA

THE World Health Organization (WHO) 
voiced confidence on Tuesday that hosts 
Qatar would successfully manage the COV-
ID-19 risks at the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

There was no reason to think the 
pandemic risks would be higher at the 
November-December tournament than 
at other major events which have passed 
off safely, the World Health Organiza-
tion’s emergencies director Michael 
Ryan said.

“Properly managed mass gatherings 
that have the proper planning can be run 
very safely,” he told a live interaction on 
the WHO’s Facebook page.

“We’ve been working very closely 
with the authorities in Qatar on that as 
WHO, and providing advice as needed to 

them on how to run a safe World Cup.
“The public health authorities in Qa-

tar have been very engaged... on the pub-
lic health risk management of the World 
Cup. Overall, the risks are being very 
carefully managed.”

FIFA opens door for media permits 
to cover Qatar 2022 World Cup

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
media accreditation process is 

now open to the media and non-
rights holders, FIFA and the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 LLC (Q22) 
have announced. August 15, 2022, 
is the due date for accreditation 
requests. The media accreditation 
form needs a special control key to 
be accessed.

 For distribution to their respec-
tive national media organisations 
and representatives, FIFA’s mem-
ber associations have received a 
set number of written press and 

photographer accreditations. A 
media representative can submit an 
application for accreditation through 
the FIFA Media Hub after receiving 
a control key from member associa-
tion or media organisation. (TNN)
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Indian Embassy to host 
Open House tomorrow

MoCI to begin selling 
subsidised sacrificial 
animals on Friday

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EMBASSY of India will host 
‘Meet the Charge d’ Af-
faires’ on Thursday, June 
30 2022 between 3pm and 
5pm to listen to and address  
any urgent consular issue 
or grievance of the Indian 
nationals in the State of  
Qatar.

Indian nationals who wish 

to raise any issue with Charge 
d’ Affaires directly may attend 
the meeting as per the follow-
ing modes:

1. Walk-in to the Embassy 
premises from 3pm to 4pm.

2. Through phone call at 
00974 – 30952526 from 4pm 
to 5pm.

3. Online mode – Webex 
meet from 4pm to 5pm with 
Meeting ID: 2370 939 5654 
and Passcode: 30072022.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with the Ministry of 
Municipality and Widam Food 
Company, has announced that 
the initiative of the sale of sub-
sidised sacrificial animals for 
the year 1443 AH will begin on 
Friday, July 1 until Wednes-
day, July 13 (the fourth day of 
Eid Al Adha).

In a statement on Tuesday, 
the ministry said the initiative 
aims to control the market 
during the blessed Eid Al Adha 
period in order to achieve 
price stability, create a balance 
between supply and demand, 
stabilise the local market dur-
ing certain seasons in which 
the demand increases, reduce 
the unjustified rise in red 
meat prices in those seasonal 
periods, and provide basic 
commodities at an acceptable 
price for consumers. The ini-
tiative prioritised the support 
of breeders and farm owners 
due to the ministry’s keenness 
to increase local production to 
achieve self-sufficiency and at-
tain food security.

It was agreed with Widam 
Food Company to provide lo-
cal and imported sheep to be 
sold at subsidised and reduced 
prices to citizens according 
to the specific weights and 
prices, which are: local sheep 
weighing 40 kg and above at 
QAR900, and imported sheep 
weighing 40 kg and above at 

QAR900.
Widam Food Company 

will provide the appropri-
ate sheds and is committed 
not to sell any lean sheep or 
those that do not conform to 
the specifications and condi-
tions of the law of sacrifice, or 
do not conform to the weights 
and sizes agreed upon with 
the ministry. The sale of the 
animals will take place at the 
Widam slaughterhouses in Al 
Shamal, Al Khor, Umm Salal, 
Al Sheehaniya, Al Wakrah and 
Abu Nakhla to citizens only 
at the rate of one head of live 
sheep per person.

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry confirmed that 
it will intensify its inspection 
campaigns to ensure compli-
ance and the integrity of proce-
dures for the implementation, 
urging all consumers to report 
any abuses or violations.

MoJ launches work documentation portal project
QNA
DOHA

MINISTRY of Justice MoJ 
launched on Tuesday a project 
for a portal that will document 
work procedures of the admin-
istrative units, and the proce-
dures of all services provided 
by the ministry in accordance 
with the latest international 
standards.

During the launching cer-
emony of the project, HE Min-
ister of Justice Masoud bin 

Mohammed Al Amri said that 
this vital project comes out of 
the ministry’s commitment to 
developing the services it pro-
vides. His Excellency pointed 
out that the strategic plan for 
the Ministry of Justice in-
cludes an integrated vision to 
modernise and develop the 
procedural system for work in 
the ministry. His Excellency 
added that it is important to 
have documentation of work 
procedures in all administra-
tive units to avoid personal 

diligence and the difference 
in the implementation of the 
transaction from one em-
ployee to another, and then 
providing the procedures that 
have been documented and 
approved with all related data, 
and other data that pertain to 
all the activities of the minis-
try, through the knowledge 
portal to be a single source of 
truth for data in the ministry 
that depends on it in support 
of decision-making.

For her part, the Director 

of Planning and Quality De-
partment at the Ministry of 
Justice Hessa Al Sulaiti said 
that the portal, in addition to 
documenting 696 procedures 
in all administrative units, 
aimed to prepare and update 
manuals of services and pro-
cedures in all administrative 
units in the Ministry of Jus-
tice. 

The project also aims to 
provide an interactive central 
database that reflects all the 
data and information related 

to the activities of the ministry 
and its related entities, classi-
fying and categorising them in 
a way that ensures the provi-
sion of the required statement 
with the expected quality in 
terms of accuracy, speed, and 
effort required to obtain such 
data. The portal also provides 
informational tools and ana-
lytical reports that help raise 
performance efficiency, de-
velop work mechanisms, and 
achieve speed in decision-
making.

Al Khor Hospital midwife wins Nursing Now Global Solutions Initiative challenge
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MARIAMA Lilei Feika, director 
of Nursing and Midwifery for 
the Women and Newborn Divi-
sion at Al Khor Hospital, took 
part in the global ‘Midwives in 
Focus’ challenge’ and was cho-
sen as the winner from partici-
pants from countries around 
the world. 

The ‘Midwives in Focus’ in-
itiative aims to address issues 
affecting midwifery, challenge 
perceptions and increase the 
value placed upon the midwife-
ry profession on a global scale.

Al Khor Hospital continual-
ly strives to deliver high-quality 
maternal healthcare services 
reflected by its professional 
staff who are committed to the 
best care and wellbeing of the 
mothers and their babies. 

Acting Chief Nursing Of-
ficer at Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC) Mariam Nooh 
Al-Mutawa expressed her de-
light at this achievement of one 
of the senior nursing and mid-
wifery professionals working in 
the organisation.

She said, “As one of the few 
senior midwives employed to 
develop a midwifery-led model 
of care, Mariama has demon-
strated an admirable passion 
for midwifery services that will 
help to make a real difference 
to the maternal health of wom-
en and their babies. Our vision 
is to support a highly capable 
workforce of nurses in Qatar 
who will help shape the future 
of our healthcare sector.”

“Qatar has been commit-
ted to the global Nursing Now 
principles, a global campaign 
run in collaboration with the 
International Council of Nurs-
es and the World Health Or-

ganization (WHO), which aims 
to raise the status and profile 
of nursing worldwide and 
empower nurses to take their 
place at the heart of tackling 
21st Century health challenges. 
Nursing Now Qatar, the Qatar 
chapter of Nursing Now, is the 
first of its kind in the Arabian 
Gulf region. This international 
accolade will resonate locally 
and build on the work we have 
done to promote the recogni-
tion of nurses and midwives as 
important, licensed healthcare 
professionals who can work au-
tonomously and collaborative-
ly with other healthcare profes-
sionals to deliver high-quality 

care,” added Mutawa. 
The Nursing Now Chal-

lenge Global Solutions Ini-
tiative (NNCGSI) is a global 
initiative that offers employ-
ers, universities and colleges 
the opportunity to be part of 
a global movement to support 
nurses and midwives as leaders 
and advocates in health. I

n January this year, 
NNCGSI, in partnership with 
John Hopkins Program for 
International Education in 
Gynecology and Obstetrics 
(JHPIEGO), launched the mid-
wifery-themed Nursing Now 
Challenge. Midwives around 
the world were challenged to 

develop a functional solution 
to a known challenge faced by 
midwives today based on one 
of the four key recommenda-
tions in the State of the World’s 
Midwifery report (SoWMY).

Mariama is the director of 
Nursing and Midwifery for the 
Women and Newborn Division 
at Al Khor Hospital and is cur-
rently working in an obstetric-
led environment where she has 
established the first midwifery-
led vaginal birth after Cesarean 
section clinic (VBAC). 

She leads group antenatal 
education sessions for women 
and works in collaboration 
with other senior midwives to 

develop midwifery-led initia-
tives and projects in Qatar.

Mohammed Al Jusaiman, 
HMC’s deputy chief of the Gen-
eral Hospitals Group and chief 
executive officer of Al Khor 
Hospital, explained that the 
hospital’s motto is to provide a 
positive environment for staff 
to develop themselves profes-
sionally and focus on patient-
centred care.

He said, “Al Khor Hospital’s 
leadership team supports dedi-
cated individuals like Mariama 
to develop services that are 
designed for the patients and 
visitors who need them. Hav-
ing one of our team win this in-
ternational award is gratifying 
for all and will encourage other 
young nurses and midwives in 
Qatar to strive to be one of the 
best among their peers.”

Fatma MOH’D A.S. Al 
Komah, assistant executive 
director of Nursing and Mid-
wifery for Al Khor Hospital, 
said: “As one of the few senior 
midwives employed to develop 
a midwifery-led model of care, 
Mariama has demonstrated 
an admirable passion for mid-

wifery services. Her work and 
that of the team here at Al 
Khor Hospital help to make a 
real difference to the maternal 
health of women and their ba-
bies.”

Mariama expressed her 
pride to have been selected as 
the winner of the prestigious 
Midwives in Focus NNCGSI 
award.

She said, “My passion for 
midwifery stems from a long 
tradition in this noble vocation. 
My mother has been a midwife 
for many years in Sierra Leone 
and I started delivering babies 
under her supervision as a 
teenager. I have always wanted 
to make a difference in the lives 
of childbearing women and 
women’s health locally, nation-
ally and internationally and 
this award is a testimony to the 
values instilled by my mother 
and the professional training I 
have pursued over many years 
from accredited institutions. I 
am delighted to be able to ap-
ply my knowledge and exper-
tise here in Al Khor Hospital, 
where the leadership team has 
been incredibly supportive.”

GU-Q scholar explores links between Muslim world 
diplomacy, civil rights, and the history of jazz

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE surprising role of diplo-
macy from the Muslim World 
in the history of American jazz 
music and the desegregation 
of Washington, DC, is just one 
of the fascinating stories in the 
recently published book “DC 
JAZZ: Stories of Jazz Music in 
Washington, DC” (Georgetown 
University Press) co-edited by 
Dr Maurice Jackson, a scholar 
of history and African American 
Studies at QF Partner George-
town University in Qatar (GU-
Q), and Blair A Ruble, distin-
guished fellow for programmes 
at the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Centre for Scholars.

In the opening chapter, Dr 
Jackson tells the story of the 

sons of the Turkish Ambassa-
dor Ahmet and Nesuhi Ertugun, 
their arrival in the US capital in 
1935, and their appreciation of 
jazz music and musicians. They 
created waves by inviting Black 
artists to racially mixed lunches 
and improvisation sessions at 
the embassy, and defied laws 
that made it illegal for Black and 
White audiences to mix by host-
ing integrated concerts for some 
of the most famous emerging 
jazz musicians.

According to the authors, 
“The Erteguns left Washington 
a different city. Through their 
insistence on breaking racial 
barriers, they had cracked open 
a door to greater integration in 
entertainment venues and, ul-
timately, much more.” Ahmet 
Ertugan, himself a graduate of 

Georgetown University’s DC 
campus, would go on to co-
found Atlantic Records, creating 
opportunities for many African-
American musicians and chang-
ing the industry.

The story of jazz isn’t only 
about the musicians, music, and 

melodies, explains Dr Jackson. 
“Music is a medium that has 
drawn people together in their 
struggle for equality and justice,” 
he said. “And that struggle has, 
in turn, influenced the kind of 
music that is made, and shaped 
the musicians who played it.” 

Through profiles of African 
American musicians, music 
promoters, cultural and political 
figures, scholars and historians, 
and figures who inadvertently 
changed the course of history, 
like the Ertugans, said Dr Jack-
son, the book also tells the story 
of the civil rights movement, or 
the “deep connection between 
creativity and place.” The study 
of art is also the study of soci-
ety because they are deeply con-
nected and influence each other, 
themes Dr Jackson says he also 

covers in his courses on interna-
tional affairs at GU-Q. 

The book, a co-publishing 
initiative with the Historical 
Society of Washington, DC, 
expands on a special issue of 
Washington History Magazine, 
co-edited by Dr Jackson, and 
includes over thirty museum-
quality photographs and re-
sources for learning more about 
the jazz community in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Dr Jackson is a visiting 
scholar from the Georgetown 
campus in Washington, DC, a 
prolific author on African Amer-
ican history in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, and a 2009 inductee 
into the Washington, DC, Hall 
of Fame. He was also inaugural 
chair of the DC Commission of 
African American Affairs.

Fatma Al-KomahMariam Al Mutawa Mohammad AljusaimanMariama Lilei Feika

During the launching ceremony of the project, HE Minister of Justice Masoud bin Mohammed Al Amri said that this vital project comes out of the ministry’s commitment to develop-
ing the services it provides.

Maurice Jackson

The initiative aims to control 
the market during the bless-
ed Eid Al Adha period in 
order to achieve price stabili-
ty, create a balance between 
supply and demand 
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Pioneering the aviation in-
dustry with its sustainability 
focused activities, Turkish Air-
lines received the 2022 Sus-
tainability Award in Most Sus-
tainable Flag Carrier Airline 
category from World Finance, 
one of the foremost organisa-
tions in international finance 
world.

Working with Zero Waste 
policy in sustainability, the 
Turkish flag carrier received 
this award due to its fleet be-
ing one of the world’s young-
est and most modern, com-
mitment to gender equality, its 
projects for decreasing emis-
sions and fuel usage in order 
to combat climate change, 
biofuel usage, its support for 
research and development 
projects with this scope, flexi-
bility and strong financial per-
formance during pandemic.

on the award, Turkish Air-
lines Chairman of the Board 
and the executive Committee, 
Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat said; “As 
the airline that flies to more 
countries than any other air-
line, we see sustainability as 
one of our focus points of our 
growth strategy. our opera-
tion centres designed with the 
needs of the future, our young 
and modern fleet and our 
colleagues who are experts 
in their fields, are the key in 
lessening our environmental 
impact in our growth journey. 
recognition by World Finance 
with an award shows us that 
our steps taken in scope of our 

sustainable operations are in 
the right direction. As Turkish 
Airlines family, we will con-
tinue to focus on the future of 
our world.”

Accepted as an important 
reference point by world’s fi-
nance and business circles, 
World Finance Sustainability 
Awards are given to organisa-
tions that offer the best appli-
cation examples in three ar-
eas of sustainability which are 
environmental, financial and 
social. Containing evaluations, 
commentaries, articles and 
news on the global banking, 
finance and capital markets, 
World Finance aims to deter-
mine the best companies of 
different sectors in their coun-
tries since 2008 with jurors 
who are experts in their fields.

World Finance 
Sustainability 
Award won by 
Turkish Airlines

Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat, Chairman 
of the Board and Executive Com-
mittee of Turkish AirlinesTribune news neTwork

Doha

The QU health interprofes-
sional education Committee 
(iPeC) in Qatar University 
organised its fifth interprofes-
sional activity (iPe) for this 
academic year (2021/2022) 
on introducing interprofes-
sional education-Person cen-
tred Care virtually through 
Microsoft Teams. 

Sixty-two students and 
nine facilitators from differ-
ent healthcare programmes in 
Qatar University participated 
in this activity. Professions 
involved were Physical Ther-
apy & rehabilitation Science, 
Pharmacy, and Public health. 
The iPe activity, conducted 
by the iPeC, which has repre-
sentatives of all the different 
healthcare schools in Qatar, 

aims to introduce the concept 
of interprofessional education. 

The session started with an 
introductory video by Dr Lily 
o’hara (Lead Facilitator, Asso-
ciate Professor of Public health 
from the College of health Sci-
ences), followed by introducing 
the team members. Then dis-
covery interviews were conduct-
ed to learn about, from and with 
other health professional disci-
plines within the group. Finally, 
a case study was introduced 
to students about the mental 
health of a 23 years old female. 
They looked at her vital signs, 
nutrition intake, and physical 
assessment and addressed the 
issues of mental health and ser-
vices available for her. They also 
discussed the role of each health 
profession and how they can be 
involved.

Dr Lily o’hara said: 

“Bringing students from dif-
ferent health disciplines to-
gether to learn about, with and 
from each other is an incred-
ibly valuable experience for 
them. in this event, we had a 
case study of a young woman 
whose mental, physical and 
social health and wellbeing 
are impacted by a number of 
social factors. This case study 

was highly relevant to young 
people today, as they are deal-
ing with many similar issues. 
By working together interpro-
fessionally, students were able 
to think about these complex 
issues more holistically, and 
understand the role that each 
health professional may play 
in contributing to a system 
that can address these issues 

in a more coordinated and 
supportive way.”

Professional Year 1 phar-
macy students from the Col-
lege of Pharmacy: Muneera Ali 
Abdullah said: “The iPe ses-
sions bring to light the inter-
connected and interdependent 
nature of the health care sector 
and is pivotal in strengthening 
the relationship between the 
various healthcare sectors.” 
iPe session was very produc-
tive. We had the opportunity 
to meet students from differ-
ent health colleges such as 
public health, nutrition, physi-
otherapy. We tried to solve a 
medical scenario by looking at 
it from different aspects. This 
experience taught us how iPe 
can promote trust and under-
standing among different pro-
fessionals, to achieve collabo-
rative patient-centred care”.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The Ministry of Commerce 
and industry (MoCi), in coop-
eration with Skyline Automo-
tive, Qatar’s hyundai dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of hyundai Kona and Veloster 
2018-2020 models, due to 
possible malfunction in the 
engine control unit (eCU), 
which may lead to the inabil-
ity to detect engine noise and 
possible defect in the engine 
may lead to the possibility of 
increased oil consumption 
and the lighting of the oil 
pressure warning system.

The ministry, in coop-
eration with Al Fardan Au-
tomobiles, Qatar’s Triumph 
dealership, has also recalled 
Triumph Trident 660, 2022 
model, as side stand may 
bend, which causes the bike to 
lean beyond its design angle of 

lean when parked.
The ministry said the recall 

campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that car dealers follow up 
on vehicle defects and repairs.

The ministry said that it 
will coordinate with the dealer 
to follow up on the mainte-
nance and repair works and 
will communicate with cus-
tomers to ensure that the nec-
essary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Centre: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MoCiQATAr, in-
stagram MoCiQATAr and the 
ministry’s mobile application 
available on iPhone and An-
droid devices MoCi_QATAr.

QU Health IPE activity focus on person-centred care

MoCI recalls specific models 
of Hyundai, Triumph products

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) HE Ahmad bin Hassen Al Hammadi 
met with Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Political Affairs of Iran Ali Bagheri Kani in Doha on 
Tuesday. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral cooperation between the two countries. The 
meeting was attended by Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin 
Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi. (QNa)

MOFA SECRETARY-GENERAL MEETS 
IRANIAN DEPUTY FINANCE MINISTER
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Banyan Tree Doha recently announced the appointment of 
Jose Portocarrero as the new general manager of the property. 

Portocarrero will oversee the overall operational activities of 
the iconic luxury hotel and residences in the heart of Mshaireb.

a Mexican-Vene-
zuelan national, Porto-
carrero brings over 25 
years of experience in 
the hospitality industry 
and more than 10 years 
as a general manager 
in luxury and premi-
um international hotel 
brands.

His commitment 
to Banyan Tree Hotels 
& Resorts spans nearly 
a decade. Prior to his 
appointment at Ban-
yan Tree Doha, he held 
the general manager 
position at Banyan 
Tree Cabo Marques in 
Mexico. 

For the first time, 
Portocarerro makes 
Doha his current city 
of residence as he joins 
Banyan Tree Doha as general manager.

“It is certainly exciting to be in Doha and experience the ara-
bic culture. I am grateful for the opportunity to be part of the 
Banyan Tree Doha Family,” he said.

Jose’s new appointment will help ensure the hotel continues 
to provide travellers with a chance to immerse themselves in a 
sanctuary for the senses, whether recharging the mind and body 
or indulging in an authentic dining destination.

Banyan Tree Group is one of the world’s leading inde-
pendent, multi-branded hospitality groups. The Group’s di-
versified portfolio of hotels, resorts, spas, galleries, golf, and 
residences is centred on five award-winning brands - Banyan 
Tree, angsana, Cassia, Dhawa and Laguna - that offer excep-
tional design-led experiences for global travellers of today 
and tomorrow.
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Minister of Culture HE Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Hamad Al Thani on Tues-
day met with Ambassador of Iraq to Qatar HE Omar Ahmed Al Barzanji 
on the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country. The Minister of 
Culture thanked the ambassador for his efforts in strengthening bilateral 
relations in the cultural field. (TNN)

Minister of Environment and Climate Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin 
Nasser Al Thani on Tuesday met with Minister of Environment of Brazil 
Joaquim Leite on the sidelines of the United Nations Ocean Conference, 
which is being held in the Portuguese capital, Lisbon, from June 27 to July 
1. During the meeting, they reviewed the ways to develop bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries in the various environmental fields. (QNA)

‘Huawei is committed
to strengthen Qatar’s
ICT talent ecosystem’

Tribune news neTwork
Qatar

In line with Huawei’s commitment to en-
hancing Qatar’s Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT) talent 
ecosystem, the company recently hosted 
its ICT Talent Summit to discuss op-
portunities in talent development, skills 
gaps, and challenges with academic ex-
perts and industry leaders.

The summit brought together several 
experts, academics and ICT leaders from 
the private and public sectors to discuss 
overcoming the gap challenges in ICT 
talents which are essential to driving in-
novation and social and economic devel-
opment through advanced solutions and 
technologies. Participants also discussed 
the best practices in partnerships and 
cooperation between sectors to provide 
ICT training for students, government 
employees, and other stakeholders who 
can play a key role in adopting advanced 
technologies to develop different sectors 
and industries in Qatar.

Huawei highlighted the various 
programmes it has launched to develop 
and support local ICT talent in Qatar 
as well as the wider Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) region including Seeds 
for the Future programme, ICT acad-
emy, ICT competition, Huawei Talent 
platform, Huawei certification and gov-
ernment training.

The summit also saw the keynote 
speeches of Liam Zhao, CEO of Huawei 
Gulf north; Captain Engr. abdulrah-
man Mosfer al Dawas al-Hababi, LTE 
Core Officer – Wireless Services Section, 
Ministry of Interior - Telecom Depart-
ment; and Eng Hussain abdullah Salatt, 
PR and Communications Unit Manager, 
Communications Regulatory authority 
(CRa). In addition, a panel discussion 
was organised on the topic of ‘Bridging 
ICT Talent Gap: Challenges and Solu-
tions’, which saw the participation of 
deans from various universities based in 
Qatar, representatives from government 
entities, and regulators, sharing valuable 
opinions on developing a better ICT tal-
ent ecosystem.

“We are delighted to participate in 
Huawei’s ICT Talent Summit as we have 
always been interested in engaging with 
stakeholders, discussing challenges and 
opportunities related to the develop-
ment of local talents, and finding ways 

to jointly enhance them. nurturing and 
strengthening their abilities will give 
them a chance to play an active role in 
the field of ICT, as Qatar is moving rap-
idly into a digital economy and all efforts 
are channeled to promoting national 
development and achieving Qatar’s na-
tional Vision 2030,” said Eng. Hussain 
abdullah Salatt.

Captain Engr. abdulrahman Mosfer 
al Dawas al-Hababi said: “Considering 
the rapid growth of technology around 
the world and Qatar’s ambition to be-
come a digital hub in the region, we need 
these types of initiatives to gain insights 
into the ICT sector, assess any opportuni-
ties as well as challenges so we can enable 
it to reach its full potential in the future.”

Liam Zhao said: “ICT has long been 
considered an enabler of improvements 
in economic productivity and growth. 
Investing and growing an innovative ICT 
talent ecosystem is fundamental to digi-
tal transformation. at Huawei, we under-
stand that digital technology can contrib-
ute to more open, flexible, and connected 
higher ecosystems, and therefore we are 
pursuing to bridge the digital divide and 
develop a talent ecosystem through our 
many efforts.”

Digital technologies are becoming 
increasingly important for addressing 
global challenges and creating new de-
velopment opportunities. This makes 
ICT talent key to driving digital trans-
formation and economic growth. In 
line with Qatar national Vision 2030, 
the recently launched national Skill-
ing Program recognizes this key trend 
and therefore aims to train 50,000 
people across all demographics by 
2025 and empower them with the ad-
vanced digital skills they need to drive 
innovation and contribute to boosting 
the country’s regional and global com-
petitiveness.

DFC, Al Daayen Municipality, Monoprix 
raise public awareness of food safety

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

DOHa Festival City (DFC), ‘Qa-
tar’s choice for shopping, dining 
and entertainment’, celebrated 
World Food Safety Day 2022 in 
collaboration with al Daayen Mu-
nicipality and Monoprix through 
interactive awareness activities to 
educate mall visitors on the ways 
to prevent food-borne illnesses 
and to shed light on the impor-
tance of ensuring that food they 
consume is safe. 

The event was held on World 
Food Safety Day, which was es-
tablished by the United nations 
General assembly in 2018 to raise 
awareness of this important issue. 

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and the Food and ag-
riculture Organization of the Unit-
ed nations (FaO) jointly facilitate 
the annual observance of World 
Food Safety Day in collaboration 
with member states and other 
stakeholders.

This year’s theme ‘Safer food, 
better health’ highlights the role 
that safe, nutritional food plays in 
ensuring human health and well-
being and calls for a set of specific 
actions to make food safer.

Commenting on the occasion, 
Robert Hall, Doha Festival City’s 

general manager, said: “at Doha 
Festival City, we are committed to 
supporting causes that impact our 
health and quality of life through 
our #FestivalCares initiatives. 
Food safety is a critical issue for 
billions of people worldwide as one 
in 10 persons is affected by a food-
borne disease each year. 

“These diseases are prevent-
able if we follow safe food han-
dling throughout the food produc-
tion chain from food production 
to transport, storage, preparation 
and consumption. This joint initia-
tive empowered our visitors with 
knowledge and skills to protect 
themselves and loved ones from 
foodborne diseases.”

He added, “We thank al Daay-
en Municipality and, one of our 
key tenants, Monoprix for their 
collaboration and continuous ef-

forts to spread awareness of food 
safety. With more than 100 food 
and beverage outlets under our 
roof, we spare no efforts in ensur-
ing that all our dining outlets op-
erate in compliance with interna-
tional and local safe food handling 
standards.”

Rashid Mishlesh al Khayarin, 
director of al Daayen Municipal-
ity, said: “We strongly value our 
ongoing partnership with Doha 
Festival City and our joint aware-
ness initiatives. We are grateful for 
Doha Festival City for offering us 
the platform to connect with the 
people we support and enabling 
us to shed light on the most press-
ing health and environmental is-
sues. We would also like to invite 
the mall’s visitors to visit our stand 
throughout the Summer Festival 
and learn more about our services 

and initiatives.”
The event was part of the 

mall’s Corporate Social Respon-
sibility programme and under 
the umbrella of its #FestivalCares 
initiatives and included interac-
tive learning activities to spread 
awareness on food safety through 
proper storage, preparation and 
consumption. 

Doha Festival City’s #Festi-
valCares initiatives programme 
includes an array of internal and 
external initiatives and events ca-
tered toward providing support 
and assistance to the mall’s visi-
tors and helping enrich their expe-
rience, as well as supporting the lo-
cal community in Qatar as part of 
Doha Festival City’s efforts to give 
back to the people in Qatar in line 
with its Corporate Social Respon-
sibility programme.

Banyan Tree Doha 
hotel appoints new 
general manager

Azza Fahmy returns to Qatar in tie-up with Fifty One East
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

aZZa Fahmy Jewellery has an-
nounced its return to Qatar. af-
ter a four-year hiatus, the design 
house is thrilled to once again be 
retailing in the bustling city of 
Doha as it teams up with Fifty 
One East, Qatar’s favourite de-
partment store, appearing as a 
concession store with two sepa-
rate retail points, one at Lagoo-
na Mall and the other at Doha 
Festival City.

In line with azza Fahmy’s 
regional expansion plan, resum-
ing the partnership with Fifty 
One East comes at a great time 
for the brand. The store prides 
itself on being a ‘principal des-
tination for connoisseurs of so-

phisticated style’, making it the 
ideal location for the brand’s 
long-awaited return to Doha.

azza Fahmy jewellery is 
characterised by its intricate 

craftsmanship as it preserves 
techniques that were used thou-
sands of years ago. Each piece is 
masterfully handcrafted to tell a 
unique story to its wearer while 

incorporating different cultures 
and transforming them into 
wearable art. 

The design of each creation 
revolves around a central inspi-
rational motif or a poem that 
carries a personal message to its 
wearer, making the calligraphy 
one of its distinctive codes, in 
addition to pioneering in com-
bining silver and gold.

Commenting on the brand’s 
return to Doha, azza Fahmy 
CEO Fatma Ghali said, “Qatar 
is ever-growing, and at azza 
Fahmy we are thrilled to take 
part in this growth. Partnering 
with Fifty One East, we get the 
opportunity to showcase pieces 
that have carefully been selected 
to complement the Qatari client. 

“We are very excited about 

azza Fahmy’s long-awaited 
return to Doha, not only does 
it mark a new chapter in the 
brand’s continuous evolution 
toward an internationally recog-
nised household name, but we 
also look forward to offering our 
dear Qatari clientele greater ac-
cessibility to our pieces.” 

 Showcasing azza Fahmy’s 
intricately crafted masterpieces, 
both Fifty One East at Lagoona 
Mall and Fifty One East Watch-
es & Jewellery store at Doha 
Festival City will exhibit a blend 
of its latest designs alongside 
classic favourites. Featuring a 
wide selection of carefully cu-
rated rings, necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings and pendants, there is 
certainly a piece to compliment 
every one.

Park Hyatt Doha unveils Eid Al-Adha special offers
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

PaRK Hyatt Doha, a luxury hospital-
ity pioneer and sophisticated luxury 
retreat in the cultural heart of the city, 
Msheireb Downtown Doha, has an-
nounced a host of attractive staycation 
offers to mark Eid al-adha festivities 
with family and friends.

Centrally located in Msheireb the 
cultural heart of Doha, Park Hyatt 
Doha provides a sophisticated retreat, 
close to the city’s most iconic experi-
ences. Standing as the tallest hotel in 
Msheireb Downtown, the property of-
fers Doha’s most enviable views. The 
hotel is surrounded by four museums 
including the Museum of Islamic art, 
offering guests the chance to immerse 
themselves in masterful works of art, 
de-stress with a carefully curated spa 
treatment, take part in an exquisite cu-
linary journey, socialize in private din-

ing rooms, or swim in the orange glow 
of a late afternoon arabian sun while 
indulging in the panoramic views of 
Doha’s iconic landmarks.

To make Eid al-adha memories a 
lasting one, Park Hyatt Doha has cre-
ated an array of special staycation of-
fers for its guests with special rates on 
City View rooms, boasting amazing 
views of the vibrant city of Doha for 
QR850 per room per night for a dou-
ble room with a king or twin bed. The 
premium 90sqm Park Suite is priced 
at QR1,400 per room per night for a 
double room, featuring one king bed, 
a living room and a dining room, and 
a marble bathroom with a soaking tub 
and rain shower. Moreover, a limited 
number of Standard twin rooms are 
also available at a special rate of QR750 
per room per night as well as an option 
of Deluxe King rooms at QR950 per 
room per night. This special package is 
also inclusive of breakfast in Opus res-

taurant for 2 persons, and a 20 percent 
discount on dining and spa treatments.

Roger Saad, general manager of 
Park Hyatt Doha, commented: “On the 
joyous occasion of Eid, we would like to 
extend our greetings to all GCC fami-
lies. at Park Hyatt Doha, guests will 
get a chance to enjoy a memorable stay 
with us, spend special moments with 
their families and friends while indulg-
ing in our great offers tailored for them 
on this occasion.”

 In addition to the Eid packages, 
Park Hyatt Doha offers a variety of 
sumptuous buffets over the weekends. 
Japanese food lovers are invited to 
Sora’s Sky Brunch with an epic pano-
ramic terrace overlooking Doha’s sky-
line, a delectable Japanese sharing-
style menu, special beverages, and live 
DJ entertainment starting from QR275 
inclusive of soft beverages. 

For more inquiries and for reserva-
tions, contact +974 4009 1234

MINISTER OF CULTURE 
MEETS IRAQ’S AMBASSADOR

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT 
MEETS BRAZIL COUNTERPART

Experts discuss talent gap, opportunities 
and the challenges at ICT Talent Summit

Jose Portocarrero
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Agencies 

A leak of toxic chlorine gas at 
Jordan’s Red Sea port of Aqa-
ba has killed 13 people and in-
jured more than 260 others, 
state media report.

Authorities said a chemi-
cal storage container fell 
while being transported as a 
result of a crane malfunction.

CCTV footage showed the 
container being hoisted into 
the air and then suddenly 
dropping on to a ship and ex-
ploding.

A large cloud of bright 
yellow gas is seen spreading 

across the ground, sending 
people running for safety.

State media said on Mon-
day night that 123 of the in-
jured were still being treated 
at local hospitals for chemical 
exposure. Some were report-
edly in a critical condition.

Chlorine is a chemical 
used in industry and in house-
hold cleaning products. It is a 
yellow-green gas at normal 
temperature and pressure, 
but is usually pressurised and 
cooled for storage and ship-
ment.

When chlorine is inhaled, 
swallowed or comes into con-

tact with skin, it reacts with 
water to produce acids that 
damage cells in the body. In-
haling high levels of chlorine 
causes fluid to build up in the 
lungs - a life-threatening con-
dition known as pulmonary 
oedema.

Residents of Aqaba city, 
which is 16km (10 miles) 
north of the port, were ad-
vised to stay inside and close 
windows and doors following 
the leak, which happened at 
15:15 (12:15 GMT) on Mon-
day.

Aqaba’s southern beach, 
which is only 7km away and 

is a popular tourist destina-
tion, was also evacuated as a 
precaution, AFP news agency 
reported.

After several hours Minis-
ter of State for Media Affairs 
Faisal Shboul declared that 
there was no longer any risk 
to the city and its residents.

The Civil Defence Depart-
ment sent specialist teams to 
the port to deal with the leak 
and clean-up operation.

Prime Minister Bisher 
al-Khasawneh flew to Aqaba 
and visited a hospital that was 
treating some of the injured.

He ordered Interior Min-

ister Mazen Faraya to oversee 
a transparent investigation 
into the “regrettable” tragedy 
and to guarantee “all resourc-
es to ensure the total security 
of workers at the ports and all 
necessary precautions in rela-
tion to hazardous materials”.

The deputy director of 
Aqaba’s port told AlMamlaka 
TV that an “iron rope” car-
rying the container “broke” 
while it was being loaded on 
to a vessel.

The container was filled 
with between 25 and 30 
tonnes of chlorine and was 
being exported to Djibouti.

Toxic gas leak at Jordan’s Aqaba port kills 13, injures hundreds

Agencies 

THe first 10 years of Syria’s 
conflict, which started in 2011, 
killed more than 300,000 ci-
vilians, the United Nations 
said on Tuesday — the high-
est official estimate to date of 
conflict-related civilian deaths 
in the country.

The conflict began with 
anti-government protests that 
broke out in March 2011 in 
different parts of Syria, de-
manding democratic reforms 
following Arab Spring protests 
in egypt, Tunisia, Yemen, Lib-
ya and Bahrain that removed 
some Arab leaders who had 
been in power for decades.

However, it quickly turned 
into a full-blown civil war that 
killed hundreds of thousands 
and destroyed large parts of 
the country.

Tuesday’s report published 
by the UN Human Rights Of-
fice followed what it said were 
rigorous assessment and sta-
tistical analysis of the availa-
ble data on civilian casualties. 

According to the report, 
306,887 civilians are estimat-
ed to have been killed in Syria 
between March 1, 2011 and 
March 31, 2021 because of the 
conflict.

The figures released by the 
UN do not include soldiers 
and insurgents killed in the 
conflict; their numbers are 
believed to be in the tens of 
thousands. The numbers also 
do not include people who 
were killed and buried by their 
families without notifying au-
thorities.

“These are the people 
killed as a direct result of war 
operations. This does not in-
clude the many, many more 
civilians who died due to the 
loss of access to healthcare, 

to food, to clean water and 
other essential human rights,” 
said UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet.

The report, mandated by 
the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil, cited 143,350 civilian 
deaths individually document-
ed by various sources with de-
tailed information, including 
at least their full name, date 
and location of death.

Also, statistical estimation 
techniques were used to con-
nect the dots where there were 

missing elements of informa-
tion. Using these techniques, a 
further 163,537 civilian deaths 

were estimated to have oc-
curred.

“The conflict-related casu-
alty figures in this report are 
not simply a set of abstract 
numbers, but represent indi-
vidual human beings,” Bache-
let said. 

She added that the work 
of civil society organizations 
and the UN in monitoring and 
documenting conflict-related 
deaths is key in helping fami-
lies and communities establish 
the truth, seek accountability 
and pursue effective remedies.

The estimate of 306,887 
means that on average, every 
single day, for the past 10 
years, 83 civilians suffered 
violent deaths due to the con-
flict, the report said. 

It was based on eight 
sources of information — in-
cluding the Damascus Center 
for Human Rights Studies, the 
Center for Statistics and Re-
search-Syria, the Syrian Net-
work for Human Rights, the 
Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights and the Violations 
Documentation Center.

More than 300,000 civilians 
killed in Syria’s conflict: UN

Syrian Muslim pilgrims bid relatives farewell at the Bab al-Hawa crossing, on their way to attend the anual Haj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia via 
Turkey recently. (AFP)

83 civilians 
died every day
The estimate of 306,887 
means that on average, 
every single day, for the 
past 10 years, 83 civilians 
suffered violent deaths 
due to the conflict, the 
report said

Agencies 

THe United States military 
says it carried out a raid in 
Syria’s Idlib province that 
targeted a senior leader of 
an al-Qaeda-aligned group.

The attack on Monday 
targeted Abu Hamzah al 
Yemeni, a “senior leader” of 
al-Qaeda-aligned Hurras al-
Din, while he was travelling 
alone on a motorcycle, the 
US Central Command said 
in a statement.

It added that an initial 
review did not indicate civil-
ian casualties.

“The removal of this 
senior leader will disrupt al-
Qaeda’s ability to carry out 
attacks against US citizens, 
our partners and innocent 
civilians around the world,” 
the statement added.

The Syrian Civil De-
fence, a humanitarian or-
ganisation, said in a tweet 
that a man was killed short-

ly before midnight after his 
motorcycle was targeted 
with two rockets, adding it 
has transferred the body to 
the forensic department in 
Idlib city.

Huras al-Din was found-
ed in 2018 by al-Qaeda sup-
porters.

In June 2020, the US 
military killed Khaled Aruri, 
a top Jordanian command-
er with Huras al-Din, also in 
Idlib. A drone attack in De-
cember 2019 killed a senior 
Huras al-Din commander, 
the Jordanian citizen Bilal 
Khuraisat, also known as 
Abu Khadija al-Urduni.

Separate US air attacks 
in Syria have also killed 
al-Qaeda’s then second-
in-command, Abu Kheir 
al-Masri, in 2017, the first 
leader of ISIL (ISIS), Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, in 2019, 
and his sucessor, Abu Ibra-
him al-Hashimi al-Quray-
shi, in February.

US kills ‘top leader’ 
of al-Qaeda-linked 
group in Syria

Arrest of Indian journalist, right activist 
sparks widespread outrage

Agencies 

POLICe in New Delhi have 
arrested a Muslim journal-
ist for allegedly hurting 
religious sentiment in what 
many slammed as the latest 
example of shrinking media 
freedom under Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government.

Mohammed Zubair, a co-
founder of fact-checking web-
site Alt News, was arrested 
Monday evening over a tweet 
that police said deliberately 
insulted “the god of a particu-
lar religion.” Senior police of-
ficer K.P.S. Malhotra said the 
case was brought following a 
complaint from a Twitter user 
and Zubair was remanded in 
custody for one day.

Journalists across India 
have been targeted increas-
ingly for their work in recent 
years. Some have been arrest-
ed on criminal charges over 
posts on social media, where 
they routinely face threats 
and trolling. The Twitter 
accounts of some journalists 
and news websites have also 
been suspended on govern-
ment orders.

The incident set off a 
wave of outrage, with activ-
ists, journalists and opposi-
tion politicians decrying it as 
harassment of the media and 
calling for Zubair’s immedi-
ate release.

“In a democracy, where 
every individual possesses 
the right to exercise the free-
dom of speech and expres-
sion, it is unjustifiable that 
such stringent laws are being 
used as tools against journal-
ists,” DIGIPUB, a network of 
Indian digital news organiza-
tions, said in a statement.

“Arresting one voice of 
truth will only give rise to a 
thousand more,” opposition 
Congress party leader Rahul 
Gandhi said on Twitter.

Pratik Sinha, the other 
co-founder of Alt News, said 
Zubair was arrested without 
any notice from police, which 
is mandatory in the sections 
of law under which he was 
detained.

Founded in 2017 as a 
nonprofit organization, Alt 
News is India’s most promi-
nent fact-checking news 
website and has gained a 
reputation for its reporting 

on hate speech and debunk-
ing misinformation, particu-
larly by Hindu nationalists. 
Its founders often face online 
trolling and threats by right-
wing groups, some of them 
linked to Modi’s Hindu-
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party.

Several similar cases have 
been filed against Zubair in 
the past. earlier this month, 
police charged him with 
calling some Hindu monks 
“hatemongers,” news web-
site The Wire reported. The 
Hindu monks had made 
inflammatory statements 
about Muslims and at least 
one had called for “genocide” 
of the minority community. 
The monks were arrested and 
later released on bail.

Zubair was also among 
the first journalists to high-
light controversial comments 
made by the now-suspended 
spokesperson of the BJP on 
the Prophet Muhammad that 
created a diplomatic row for 
the Modi administration. The 
Indian government distanced 
itself from the spokesper-
son’s comments after they 
sparked a massive backlash 

from many Muslim-majority 
nations.

India’s rank fell eight 
places to 150 among 180 
countries in this year’s Press 
Freedom Index published by 
the watchdog group Report-
ers Without Borders.

“Indian journalists who 
are too critical of the govern-
ment are subjected to all-out 
harassment and attack cam-
paigns,” it said in its 2022 
edition, adding that reporters 
were regularly exposed to po-
lice violence and increasing 
reprisals from officials.

Zubair’s arrest came two 
days after lawyer and human 
rights activist Teesta Setalvad 
was arrested by Gujarat state 
police’s anti-terrorism wing.

Setalvad was arrested 
Saturday for allegedly “com-
mitting forgery and fabricat-
ing evidence” in a case about 
anti-Muslim riots in Gujarat 
state in 2002. Modi, who 
was then chief minister of 
Gujarat, has denied charges 
against him, and has been 
cleared of complicity after 
government investigators 
and courts ruled there was no 
evidence against Modi.

IslAmAbAd: A new survey conducted by a Washington-based 
analytical institute has found that Afghanistan is the least positive 
country in the world.

In a new global report, Us public opinion research firm Gallup 
said on Tuesday that people around the globe had more negative 
experiences and fewer positive ones in 2021. “stress, sadness, 
worry all inched higher worldwide,” the report highlights. 

The situation became worse in the already war-ravaged Afghani-
stan where Afghans lost the remaining joy that they had before the 
Taliban takeover of power and the chaotic withdrawal of the Us-led 
NATO forces. 

According to the report, 80% of Afghans were worried, 74% 
were stressed and 61% felt sadness much of the previous day. The 
Taliban’s de-facto government in Kabul rejected the report, claim-
ing that people are “happy” under their hardline rule. “The report 
is based on incorrect information and has a propaganda aspect,” 
the Taliban’s deputy spokesman, bilal Karimi, said in reaction in a 
statement.  Violence such as deadly terrorist attacks, arbitrary kill-
ings and detentions continue in Afghanistan. The UN says millions 
of people, including children, are suffering from hunger. (dpa)

Afghanistan least positive country in the 
world: US research firm Gallup

A image grab shows the moment of a toxic gas explosion in Jordan’s 
Aqaba port on Monday. (AFP)
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Gunmen in Pakistan kill polio 
vaccinator, two police officers

dpA 
IslAmAbAd

GUNMeN in north-western 
Pakistan shot and killed a po-
lio vaccinator and two police 
officers guarding the team 
as they conducted a door-
to-door vaccination drive on 
Tuesday, officials said.

The attack occurred in 
North Waziristan, a moun-
tainous region near the Af-
ghan border that has long 
served as a base for Islamist 
militants with links to al-Qae-
da and the Taliban.

The victims were taking 
part in a UN-funded cam-
paign that started on Monday 
in regions at high risk for out-
breaks, local administrator 
Shahid Ali Khan said.

At least 10 new polio 
cases have been reported in 
children in North Waziristan 
in the past two months after 
a more than year-long polio-
free run in Pakistan, said 
Zulfikar Babakhel, spokes-
man for the national eradica-
tion programme.   

Pakistan is one of only 
two countries in the world 
where new polio cases still 

surface, though the number 
of affected kids declined to 

10 so far this year compared 
to 306 in 2014. Neighbour-
ing Afghanistan is the other 
country.

Militants linked with al-
Qaeda often attack health 
workers vaccinating chil-
dren, with dozens of vaccina-
tors and the security officials 
guarding them having been 
killed in the past.

The militants accuse the 
health workers of acting as 
spies and claim the polio vac-
cine is intended to make Mus-
lim children sterile.

Polio is a disease that es-
pecially affects children and 
can cripple victims for life.

Policemen escort members of a polio vaccination team during a door-
to-door vaccination campaign in Karachi on Tuesday. (AFP)

Danger work
militants linked with al-Qaeda 
often attack health workers 
vaccinating children, with 
dozens of vaccinators and the 
security officials guarding 
them having been killed in the 
past
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M
inister of environment and 
Climate Change He sheikh Dr 
Faleh bin nasser Al thani has 
said Qatar paid great attention 
to sea resources and natural 

reserves.
this came as Qatar’s delegation 

headed by the Minister of environ-
ment and Climate Change took part in 
the United nations Ocean Conference, 
which is currently being held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, until July 1.

the minister stressed that the con-
ference provides a highly significant 
opportunity to mobilize international 
efforts to consult and exchange views, 
ideas, and viewpoints, to find effective 
practical solutions, take the right deci-
sions and achieve the aspirations of all to 
preserve the oceans as one of the impor-
tant water resources.

the oceans cover more than 70 per-
cent of the earth’s surface, he said, add-
ing that their importance lies in being an 
essential source of food, alternative ener-
gy generation, and desalination projects.

He said Qatar has managed and 

protected the sea environment, and has 
implemeted legislative and monitoring 
measures to ensure its preservation and 
sustainability.

Qatar has also contributed, within the 
framework of its keenness to play its role 
as an active partner with the internation-
al community, $100 million to support 
small island developing states and least 
developed countries to deal with climate, 
natural hazards and environmental chal-
lenges and capacity building to face its 
devastating effects, he added.

He noted that the state also contrib-
uted $2 million to address the threat 
posed by the floating oil tanker ‘safer’ off 
the Yemeni coast, to prevent oil leak and 
avoid an environmental disaster.

Out of its keenness to preserve the 
marine environment, Qatar has pre-
pared the Qatar national Action Plan 
for the conservation and management 
of sea resources, the preparation of a 
benthic habitat map of Qatar’s coastal 
zone, in addition to preparing integrated 
management plans and implementing a 
draft decision banning the use of single-
use plastic bags and replacing them with 
multi-use plastic bags and biodegrada-
ble plastic bags, he stressed, adding that 

Qatar University was chosen to chair the 
United nations educational, scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UnesCO) 
Chair in Marine sciences.

Within the framework of its keen-
ness to preserve the environment in 
general and the marine environment 
in particular, Qatar has also adopted a 
strategic approach to reach integration 
between the environment and social 
and economic governance, through the 
implementation of its ‘Qatar national 
Vision 2030’ strategy and the national 
Biodiversity Plan 2015/2025, he added.

the minister pointed out that the 
protected area of the marine environ-
ment in Qatar covers more than 2.5 
percent of the country’s total area, in 
line with the initiative of the interna-
tional Union for Conservation of na-
ture (iUCn) for the Post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework, in preserving 
marine species and habitats, and work-
ing to increase the number of their pro-
tected areas, at a time when the plan-
ning phase for creating a comprehensive 
biodiversity database has also begun.

He also pointed out that Qatar’s 
aforementioned action plan includes 
many projects to cover many aspects of 

biodiversity, as the number of mangrove 
areas was increased, seaweed cultivation 
was surveyed, coral reefs were main-
tained and increased, and islands and 
beaches of ecological and recreational 
value were organized.

the Ministry of environment and Cli-
mate Change also recommended increas-
ing the area of marine reserves to 30 per-
cent of Qatar’s exclusive economic zone in 
the next three years, to reach the aspired 
goal in Qatar national Vision 2030.

in his speech, the minister com-
mended the new voluntary commit-
ments made in the context of the Un 
Conference to support the implementa-
tion of sustainable Development Goal 14 
on the conservation of oceans, seas, and 
marine resources, and their use in a way 
that enables sustainable development, 
hailing the efforts made by the partici-
pants, which resulted in the political dec-
laration entitled ‘Our Ocean, Our Future, 
Our responsibility.

the Un Ocean Conference 2022, co-
hosted by the governments of Kenya and 
Portugal, comes at a critical time as the 
world strengthens its efforts to find and 
manage solutions to achieve the 17 Un 
sustainable Development Goals by 2030.
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Qatar has contributed, within the framework of its keenness to play its role as an active partner with the international 
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Qatar’s Foreign Policy Earned It Great Global Recognition: Maltese president

QNA
Doha

P
resiDent of the republic of Malta 
Dr George Vella has affirmed that the 
foreign policy of Qatar has made it 
a country of great importance at the 
international level, pointing out that 

Qatar is being viewed as an honest mediator 
in many regional and global issues.

in an interview with Qatar news Agency 
(QnA) on the occasion of his visit to Doha, 
the Maltese president said that with the 
problem of energy supplies in europe due 
to the russian-Ukrainian war, Qatar has be-
come an important player in this scenario.

He praised the excellent bilateral rela-
tions between Malta and Qatar, saying that 
it is based on mutual respect, respect for the 
sovereignty of the two countries and non-
interference in internal affairs, which made 
it a relationship of equal partners.

the Maltese president said that the talks 
he held with His Highness the Amir of state 
of Qatar sheikh tamim bin Hamad Al thani 
were important and dealt with issues of bi-
lateral cooperation between the two coun-
tries and opportunities for developing eco-
nomic relations and investment, in addition 
to discussing current international issues.

He added that the talks also touched on 
the importance of activating the pending 
agreements and memoranda of understand-

ing between the two countries, explaining 
that the implementation of the agreements 
signed between the two sides will contribute 
to creating new cooperation opportunities 
between the two countries and strengthen-
ing cooperation and bilateral relations.

He noted that his discussion with HH 
the Amir also dealt with various interests in 
the region and the situation in Afghanistan, 
syria and Libya, stressing that the only so-
lution to these issues is diplomacy and dia-
logue.

He underlined that Qatar under the 
leadership of HH the Amir will also have a 
prominent role in discussing these issues, 
which he described as being “very impor-
tant.” 

the Maltese president referred to the 
prospects for investments between the two 
countries, explaining that there are discus-
sions at the private sector level between 
Qatari investors and their Maltese counter-
parts regarding investment opportunities in 
Malta, which has a very important geostra-
tegic position in the Mediterranean and is a 
member of the european Union, in addition 
to having a non-permanent seat in the secu-
rity Council next year. 

He added that Malta also has a very open 
economy and a well educated population, 
which means that an investor in any sector 
will find the right atmosphere, and the Mal-
tese government will be helping as much as 

possible to make things as easy as possible 
so that investment does materialize.

He said that there are already Qatari 
investments in Malta in the banking sector 
between Banif Bank and Al Faisal Corpo-
ration, and there is also a commercial ex-
change in some foodstuffs, noting that there 
are discussions about an investment that 
was proposed between Corinthia and UDC. 

“Let’s hope it materializes because it is a 
very important investment for both sides,” 
he said, stressing the importance of invest-
ments in energy and education.

the President of Malta spoke about the 
importance of the role played by Qatar in 
the region and in the Afghan crisis, as well 
as in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) between the United states 
and iran, saying “we’re hoping that the next 
meeting of JCPOA will take place here in 
Doha.” 

He said that the european Union views 
the countries of the Cooperation Council for 
the Arab states of the Gulf, including Qatar, 
with great importance, pointing out that just 
this month the european Union has pub-
lished the european Council conclusions on 
the Cooperation Council for the Arab states 
of the Gulf, speaking about them as being 
strategic partners. that is something which 
never happened before, he explained.

He added that the 17-page european 
document reviews all sectors in which the 
european Union sees the possibility of 
working with the Gulf countries in the fu-
ture, whether in education, investment or 
energy. He considered the document very 
encouraging.

On the other hand, the President of the 
republic of Malta spoke about the develop-
ments that Qatar witnessed, especially in 
the sports sector, saying that HH the Amir 
was able to include sports as sports diplo-
macy, meaning that Qatar also emerged on 
the world stage through sports.

He noted the development of sports 
facilities in Qatar, as well as infrastructure 
and transportation services on the occasion 
of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022, point-
ing out that the tournament period will be 
very important.

the President of Malta spoke about 
refugees and migrants movement, specially 
irregular immigrants, to europe, saying that 
the number of migrants moving across the 
Mediterranean increased, but the numbers 
of migrants coming to Malta decreased, 
which means more migrants are going to 
spain, italy and other countries. the issue 

of migration will get worse because of cli-
mate change, as there will be more people 
fleeing from hunger, drought, crop failure 
and desertification, so they will move north 
to try to reach europe.

He added that Malta is a small country, 
so “there are restrictions on the number of 
people that can be accommodated and there 
is a saturation point, after which there will 
be no capacity to absorb refugees even if we 
wish to do so.” 

He also explained that in addition to the 
lack of facilities, Malta cannot offer refugees 
or migrants opportunities that they left their 
country for, adding that they left their coun-
tries to have a better opportunity in life.

“We have always believed in the issue 
of solidarity...these people don’t leave their 
countries to come to Malta. they leave their 
countries to come to europe; italy, France, 
Germany and the rich countries.” 

He pointed out that Malta, through its 
successive governments, have appealed to 
the european Union countries to show soli-
darity, so that the Union can divide among 
them the migrants that arrive, but this was 
not achieved, as certain countries in the eu-
ropean Union simply do not want anything 
to do with accepting refugees.

He explained that the issue at the mo-
ment is quite static, and it’s being debated 
repeatedly, adding that France recently 
made some proposals to try to mitigate 
the situation, but unless certain number of 
countries agree among themselves, the situ-
ation will remain as it is. He said that Malta 
cannot continue to receive refugees, because 
it eventually creates problems.

DiD you hear the one about the republican senate 
candidate who suggested killing any republican 
who isn’t deemed conservative enough? it’s a real 

knee-slapper. especially with recent horrendous mass 
shootings, public officials getting death threats and the 
country watching a forensic review of how a former 
president’s violent rhetoric spurred the actual violence 
of Jan. 6, 2021.

eric Greitens, the disgraced former Missouri gover-
nor turned senate candidate, said last week he was just 
kidding around when he posted a violent video about 
“hunting” for “rinOs” (republicans in name Only).

the video “has a sense of humor,” said Greitens.
Which part was funniest? the comical brandishing 

of military-style assault rifles like the one that killed 
19 children in Uvalde, texas? Or perhaps the hilarious 
rhetoric about using violence to “save our country” — 
reminiscent of the language former President Donald 
trump used to inspire thousands of his supporters to 
attack the U.s. Capitol.

if Greitens’ senate bid doesn’t work out, maybe he 
should consider a career in standup comedy.

in the video, Greitens and some camouflaged pre-
tend-commandos approach a house with rifles poised. 
Greitens — who, remember, was forced to resign as 
governor in 2018 amid allegations of corruption and 
physical abuse — whispers: “the rinO feeds on cor-
ruption and is marked by the stripes of cowardice.”

this is a man who has been credibly accused of 
abusing his wife, his children and his mistress. His 
definition of courage must be different from ours. (Gre-
itens acknowledges the affair but denies the abuse.)

the commandos bash in the door, explode a stun 
grenade and barge into the room, assault rifles poised. 
Greitens follows them in, then delivers what he ap-
parently considers a punchline about getting a “rinO 
hunting license.”

the Post-Dispatch’s Jesse Bogan last week looked 
at how Greitens’ video has landed in deep-red Mis-
souri. What he found was, well, not funny. “People in 
st. Louis may not like it,” said former state sen. Jane 
Cunningham, with Greitens at a campaign stop in 
Camdenton, near Lake of the Ozarks, “but by golly in 
Camdenton, in rural Missouri, that is a huge hit.”

if that doesn’t give pause to anyone who has seen 
this video, it’s difficult to imagine what would.

Greitens last week breezily dismissed the notion 
that his video portrayal of violence could prompt the 
real thing: “i don’t think there is a real person in Mis-
souri who thinks about it literally. not one.”

More than one, actually. Greitens’ ex-wife has re-
ceived emailed death threats since the video was post-
ed, according to the attorney representing her in their 
child-custody case. “ ‘Wouldn’t it be awful if someone 
hunted down and killed eric Greitens and his entire 
family,’ ” the attorney quoted from one of the messages 
in a hearing thursday. “the other one is so horrible i 
can’t read it aloud in court.”

What, they can’t take a joke?

Greitens Claims 
His Violent 

Campaign Video 
Is Humorous. 

No, It’s 
Dangerous

‘Qatar is being viewed as an honest mediator in 
many regional and global issues’

President of Malta Dr George Vella.
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DPA 
BRUSSELS

THE European Commission an-
nounced is starting to deliver jointly 
purchased monkeypox vaccines 
to member states, the bloc an-
nounced on Tuesday. Spain is receiv-
ing the first 5,300 of the 109,090 
procured doses, according to a  
press statement.

“As of today, the first deliveries of 
vaccines in response to the monkey-

pox outbreak are arriving to the most 
affected countries,” EU Health Com-
missioner Stella Kyriakides said in 
the statement. Portugal, German and 
Belgium are next in line to receive 
monkeypox vaccines.

“Further deliveries to additional 
member states will take place in the 
course of July and August,” the state-
ment reads.

The doses were purchased 
through the EU’s Health Prepar-
edness and Response Authority 

(HERA) which has been set up in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic to 
better respond to public health emer-
gencies.

The doses are divided among EU 
countries based on their population 
size, with priority being given to the 
worst-affected countries.

So far, 2,682 cases of monk-
eypox have been reported in the 
EU, Norway and Iceland since 
May 18, according to the European  
Commission.

EU starts delivering monkeypox 
vaccines to member countries

AGENCIES 

A fire during a prison riot 
in south-west Colombia has 
killed 49 inmates and in-
jured at least 30 other peo-
ple, including prison ward-
ers.

The national prison 
authority said the fire in 
Tuluá, in Valle del Cauca, 
was started by prisoners in 
the early hours of Tuesday 
morning.

According to officials, 
the inmates set fire to mat-
tresses in a bid to stop 
guards breaking up the riot.

They say the blaze has 
now been controlled, and no 
prisoners escaped.

The fire broke out at 
about 01:00 local time 
(06:00GMT) on Tuesday 
morning in one of the pris-
on blocks, which normally 
houses about 180 inmates.

Residents of the city re-
ported seeing smoke and 
flames inside the jail after 
the fire got out of control 
and engulfed the prison 
block.

Firefighters and ambu-
lance services were alerted, 
with some of the injured be-

ing taken to hospital.
The head of the govern-

ment’s prison agency, Gen 
Tito Castellanos, said some 
of the inmates had set their 
mattresses alight “with-
out considering the conse-
quences of how it was going 
to affect them”.

“It created a cascade ef-
fect that spread to virtually 
the whole block,” he added.

“The guards, using fire 
extinguishers and other 
items, managed to evacuate 
the majority of the inmates, 
but unfortunately the out-
come was 49 dead and 30 
injured.” President Ivan 
Duque expressed regret for 
what had happened.

“I have given instruc-
tions for a quick investiga-
tion to explain this terrible 
situation,” he said. “My 
solidarity goes out to the 
families of the victims.” 
The Office of the Inspector 
General, the country’s main 
public authority watchdog, 
said it was sending a special 
commission to Tuluá.

As in some other Latin 
American countries, prisons 
in Colombia are badly over-
crowded.

Colombia prison 
riot sparks deadly 
fire, 49 dead

Relatives of inmates wait for news outside the prison in Tulua, 
Valle del Cauca Department, Colombia, on Tuesday. (AFP)

DPA 
LOS ANGELES

THE bodies of 46 people be-
lieved to be migrants were 
found dead in a tractor-trail-
er in San Antonio, Texas, on 
Monday in what officials called 
the region’s worst mass-casu-
alty event in recent history.

On Monday evening, a 
nearby worker heard a cry for 
help and found a trailer with 
the doors partially open, San 
Antonio Police Chief William 
McManus said. The worker 
opened the doors, found “a 
number of deceased individu-
als inside” and called police.

Firefighters found a body 
outside the trailer and sev-
eral inside in the area of 9600 
Quintana Road, San Antonio 
Fire Chief Charles Hood said.

First responders described 
seeing bodies piled on top of 
one another inside the trailer.

Sixteen survivors - 12 
adults and four minors - were 
taken to hospitals, Hood said.

“The patients that we saw 
were hot to the touch,” he said. 
“They were suffering from 
heat stroke, heat exhaustion. 
[There were] no signs of water 
in the vehicle. It was a refriger-
ated tractor-trailer, but there 
was no visible, working AC 
unit on that rig.” 

Temperatures in the area 
were as high as 37C degrees on 
Monday.

Those who survived, most-
ly young adults, were too weak 
to get out of the trailer, Hood 
said.

Three people are in cus-
tody, McManus said, but au-
thorities “don’t know if they 

are absolutely connected to 
this or not.” 

The investigation has been 
turned over to US Homeland 
Security Investigations, Mc-
Manus said.

Federal agents responded 
to a call reporting “an alleged 
human smuggling event” from 
San Antonio police, a spokes-
person for Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations told The 
LA Times.

Agents arrived at the scene 
on Quintana Road near Cassin 
Drive, the spokesperson said.

“HSI San Antonio has ini-
tiated an investigation with 

support of SAPD,” the spokes-
person said. 

“Details will be released as 
they are available, the criminal 
investigation remains ongo-
ing.” 

San Antonio Mayor Ron 
Nirenberg called the deaths 
“nothing short of a horrific 
tragedy.” “We know of 46 indi-
viduals who are no longer with 
us who had families, who were 
likely trying to find a better 
life, and we have 16 folks who 
are fighting for their lives in 
the hospital,” Nirenberg said. 

“Our focus right now is to 
try to bring aid to them as as 

best we can.” 
Local TV news footage 

showed San Antonio police 
blocking a narrow road near 
railroad tracks. Several am-
bulances were on scene as 
authorities surrounded the 
tractor-trailer.

Smuggling migrants in 
tractor-trailers is a common 
practice along the South-west 
border.

In 2003, 19 people died 
after they were abandoned 
in a trailer at a truck stop in 
Victoria, Texas. The driver in 
that case, Tyrone Mapletoft 
Williams, was convicted and is 

serving a sentence of nearly 34 
years in prison.

In 2017, 10 people died 
after they were left in a trac-
tor-trailer outside a Walmart 
in San Antonio. The driver, 
James Matthew Bradley Jr., 
was sentenced to life in prison 
without parole.

Last year, 55 migrants who 
were being smuggled through 
Mexico died in a tractor-trail-
er crash near the Guatemalan 
border.

Monday’s discovery ap-
pears to mark one of the dead-
liest migrant-smuggling inci-
dents in recent US history.

Bodies of 46 migrants 
found in Texas trailer

An aerial view shows members of law enforcement investigate a tractor trailer in San Antonio, Texas on Monday. (AFP)

DPA 
LONDON

EVERY heatwave being experienced 
today has been made more intense 
and more likely to happen because 
of climate change, scientists have 
warned.

A review of extreme weather 
hazards shows that for some, such 
as heatwaves, it is “unequivocal” 
they are worsening because of global 
warming, and the impact in terms of 
lives lost and financial costs are be-
ing underestimated.

For others, such as tropical cy-
clones, there are variations between 
regions and the role that climate 
change plays in each event.

But severe droughts in many 
parts of the world are not due to 
climate change, the review by sci-
entists from University of Oxford, 
Imperial College London and the 
Victoria University of Wellington, 
New Zealand, said. Extreme weather 
events linked to climate change have 
caused a large number of deaths and 
cost billions of pounds in damage in 
recent decades, the study published 
in the journal Environmental Re-
search: Climate said. 

The review looked at information 
from the latest reports from the UN’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) and results from the 
growing body of attribution studies 
which use weather observations and 
climate models to identify the role of 
global warming in specific events.

It focused on changes to five 

hazards - heatwaves, rainfall-based 
flooding, tropical cyclones, wildfires 
and droughts - and the impacts of 
recent specific events, in what the re-
searchers said was the starting point 
for an inventory on the effects and 
costs of climate change.

Study co-author Dr Friederike 
Otto from Imperial College London 
said it was “absolutely” the case that 
climate change was already making 
heatwaves more likely and intense.

“We can very confidently say that 
every heatwave that is occurring to-
day is made more intense and more 
likely because of climate change.

“There are local factors like land 
use changes that might change how 
much more likely, but there’s no 

doubt climate change is really an ab-
solute gamechanger when it comes 
to heatwaves”, around the world, 
she said.

It was no longer necessary to 
wait for the attribution studies - 
which she helped pioneer - on indi-
vidual heatwaves to know that they 
were being driven by climate change, 
she said.

In Britain people thought of 
building flood defences to adapt to 
global warming, but the big change 
for Britain when it came to climate 
change was in heatwaves - and ex-
treme heat was deadly, she said.

But in other extremes, such as 
drought, the role of climate change 
was being overestimated.

Every heatwave ‘more intense and 
more likely’ due to climate change

A pedestrian walks with an umbrella to shield from the sun amid a heatwave in 
Tokyo’s Shinjuku district on Tuesday. (AFP)
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The leaders of the G7 group 
of wealthy nations concluded 
a summit in Germany on Tues-
day during which they were 
able to project a message of 
unity in the face of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, but which 
critics say failed to deliver in 
key areas.

In a final summit declara-
tion, the leaders of Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, Ita-
ly, Japan and the United States 
agreed to support Ukraine and 
its war effort “as long as nec-
essary,” reduce dependence 
on Russian energy and ramp 
up punitive measures against 
Moscow.

“The G7 stand closely and 
unwaveringly by the side of 
Ukraine,” German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz said as he con-
cluded the summit, which was 
hosted by Germany at the Al-
pine Schloss elmau resort.

“We will continue to drive 
up the economic and political 
costs of this war for President 
[Vladimir] Putin and his re-
gime - for this, it is important 
to stand together,” he added.

French President emma-
nuel Macron said that Russia 
“cannot and should not win” 
the war in Ukraine, and de-
scribed a deadly missile attack 
on a shopping mall in a central 
Ukrainian city on Monday as 
“a new war crime.” 

The seven leading econo-
mies pledged $29.5 billion 
to ensure basic services for 
Ukrainians and agreed to or-
ganize a conference for post-
war reconstruction, while the 
US yielded to Kiev’s urgent call 
for an air defence system to 
protect its cities.

They announced a ban on 
imports of Russian gold, which 
US President Joe Biden said 
would impose “unprecedented 
costs on Putin to deny him the 
revenue he needs to fund his 
war against Ukraine.” 

Though Biden’s adminis-
tration pushed fellow G7 na-
tions for an agreement to cap 
the price of Russian oil, the 
summit was not able to deliver 
a breakthrough on the issue, 

with Scholz admitting that 
such a project was “very ambi-
tious” and would require “a lot 
of work.” The aim of the cap is 
to prevent Moscow from bene-
fiting from price increases that 
are swelling its war chest while 
protecting oil-purchasing 
countries from the volatility 
likely to arise from an embargo 
on Russian oil going live at the 
end of the year.

Also at the summit, G7 
leaders pledged $4.5 billion 
to improve global food secu-
rity against the backdrop of 
a looming hunger crisis trig-
gered by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

The war in Ukraine, now in 
its fifth month, is preventing 
grain from leaving the coun-
try’s ports and making food 
more expensive globally, with 
experts and aid groups warn-
ing of a potential for famine 
in parts of Africa. Moscow 
blames Western sanctions for 
the food crisis.

NGOs and others commen-

tators were quick to point out 
that the amount pledged fell 
far short of what was actually 
required to stave off a hunger 
crisis.

Oxfam Germany said that 
at least $29 billion would be 
required to end hunger and 
finance the United Nations’ ur-
gent appeals for food aid.

The summit declarations 
are “intended to distract from 
the historic failure of the G7,” a 

spokesperson said.
Stephan exo-Kreischer of 

One Germany concurred that 
the amount pledged by G7 
nations fell far short of what 
was required, saying that the 
World Food Programme re-
quired $21.5 billion this year 
alone.

“Moreover, the G7 have not 
yet answered how they intend 
to help break the blockade on 
the Black Sea,” he said.

Also on Tuesday, the G7 
leaders agreed to establish a 
so-called “climate club” by the 
end of the year. 

Scholz had proposed the 
club to enable countries who 
wanted to move faster on cli-
mate change to work together. 

Detailed targets of what the 
“club” hoped to achieve were 
however missing.

Furthermore, the wealthy 
nations issued weaker wording 
when it came to investment in 
fossil fuel projects, compared 
to an agreement reached at 
a UN climate conference in 

Glasgow.
On the second day of the 

summit, Scholz hosted the 
leaders of non-G7 democracies 
Argentina, India, Indonesia, 
Senegal and South Africa to 
discuss the climate crisis, pub-
lic health and energy security.

The meeting was a charm 
offensive by the G7 - seeking to 
build a broader support base 
for their backing of Ukraine 
and sanctions on Russia - and 
came just hours after the G7 
rolled out a $600 billion global 
infrastructure programme for 
the developing world.

The leaders also discussed 
extensively the role of China in 
providing rhetorical and finan-
cial support to Russia despite 
its invasion of Ukraine, with 
Scholz warning Beijing explic-
itly not to undermine Western 
sanctions.

Speaking after the sum-
mit, Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said it was “im-
portant to maintain dialogue 
at various levels” with China.

G7 ends with message 
of unity on Ukraine  
with few breakthroughs

French President Emmanuel Macron at Elmau Castle, southern Germany,on Tuesday. (aFP)

Russia can’t 
win the war
French President 
Emmanuel macron said 
that russia “cannot and 
should not win” the war in 
ukraine, and described a 
deadly missile attack on a 
shopping mall in a central 
ukrainian city on monday 
as “a new war crime”

36 missing, 18 
dead after Russian 
strike on shopping 
centre: Ukraine

dpa
KiEv 

AT least 18 people were 
killed and 36 others missing 
a day after a Russian mis-
sile hit a shopping centre in 
the central Ukrainian city of 
Kremenchuk, local officials 
said on Tuesday.

hundreds of emergency 
personnel and volunteers 
were working to recover 
bodies from the rubble of 
the building that was hit on 
Monday afternoon, Dmytro 
Lunin, governor of the Pol-
tava region, wrote on Tel-
egram.

he posted images of a 
crane clearing away large 
pieces of metal debris. A fire 
that had been burning at the 
site was extinguished late 
Monday.

Ukraine blamed Russia 
for the attack, saying that 
X-22 air-to-surface missiles 
fired from Tu-22 long-range 
bombers had been used.

The Russian military 
confirmed it had launched 
an attack on Kremenchuk 
but said the target had been 
a weapons and ammunition 
storage site.

The detonation of the 
ammunition then caused a 
fire “in a shopping centre 
that is no longer in opera-
tion” nearby, it claimed.

Russia repeatedly de-
nies attacking civilian tar-
gets in Ukraine, despite the 
obvious destruction of resi-
dential buildings, schools 
and shops.

Ukrainian authorities 

have given different esti-
mates as to how many peo-
ple were inside the mall at 
the time of its destruction.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky had 
initially said that more than 
1,000 people were in the 
complex, but others have 
put the number lower.

International condem-
nation for the Kremenchuk 
strike came quickly, with 
the leaders of the G7 group 
of industrialized nations is-

suing a joint statement de-
scribing the “abominable 
attack” as a “war crime.” 
Meanwhile, in Moscow, the 
Foreign Ministry said entry 
bans had been placed on US 
President Joe Biden’s wife 
Jill and daughter Ashley, 
following similar actions 
taken by Washington.

The president himself 
and Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken, as well as 
hundreds of US lawmakers, 
are already not allowed to 
travel to Russia.

The Foreign Ministry 
said Russia had in total 
placed new bans on 25 US 
nationals, including well-
known professor Francis 
Fukuyama, for having taken 
“Russophobic” positions.

agencies 

FINLAND’S President Sauli 
Niinisto said that Turkey has 
agreed to support Finland and 
Sweden’s joint membership of 
NATO, on the first day of the 
alliance’s summit in the Span-
ish capital, Madrid.

Niinisto said the break-
through on Tuesday came af-
ter the three countries signed 
a joint memorandum “to ex-
tend their full support against 

threats to each other’s secu-
rity”.

Ahead of the NATO sum-
mit, the leaders of Finland and 
Sweden had met with Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip 
erdogan in a bid to have him 
drop objections to them join-
ing the military alliance.

The Nordic leaders voiced 
optimism earlier on Tuesday 
that the Turkish president 
might lift his veto on their bid 
to join the alliance.

After landing in Madrid, 
erdogan held more than two 
hours of talks with Finnish 
President Niinisto, Swedish 
Prime Minister Magdalena 
Andersson and NATO Secre-
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg.

“We have made progress. 
That is definitely the case,” 
Swedish Foreign Minister Ann 
Linde said.

“We are prepared for 
something positive to happen 
today, but also for it to take 

more time,” she added. “We 
must be patient and continue 
discussions even after the 
summit.” Ankara had objected 
to Sweden and Finland’s bid 
to join NATO based on what 
it considers to be the Nordic 
pair’s lax approach toward 
groups Turkey deems national 
security threats. Turkey could 
have prevented Finland and 
Sweden from joining NATO 
since all members of the mili-
tary bloc must agree to taking 

on new members.
Al Jazeera’s Jonah hull 

said NATO chief Stoltenberg 
said the alliance has “resolved 
its differences”.

“This allows NATO to put 
forward a united front in the 
face of Russian aggression, 
and that is absolutely core and 
central to the aims of this sum-
mit – not just a united front 
but an expanded front with 
two new members,” hull said, 
speaking from Madrid.

Turkey agrees to back Finland, Sweden NATO bid: Finnish president

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) shakes hands with 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in Madrid on Tuesday. (aFP)

Former Nazi concentration camp guard given 5 years jail sentence
dpa

BErlin

A 101-year-old man was sen-
tenced by a German court on 
Tuesday to five years in jail on 
charges of aiding and abetting 
the murder of thousands of 
prisoners at the Sachsenhaus-
en Nazi concentration camp 
during World War II.

Throughout his trial in 
Brandenburg an der havel, 
which lies to the west of 
Berlin, the accused denied 
that he had been a guard at 
the camp during the period in 
question, 1942 to 1945.

The prosecution had pro-
duced documents identify-
ing a Nazi SS guard with the 

accused’s name, date of birth 
and place of birth, among 
other evidence. It called for a 
five-year jail sentence. Law-
yers acting for co-plaintiffs 
also called for a prison term.

“The court is convinced 
that you worked as a guard at 
the concentration camp for 
around three years, despite 
your assertions to the contra-
ry,” the presiding judge, Udo 
Lechtermann, said in hand-
ing down judgement.

The defendant had 
supported the Nazi murder 
machinery in this way, Lech-
termann added. “Through 
your work, you supported 
this mass extermination.” 
The defendant claimed to 

have been working as a farm 
labourer in Pasewalk, 100 
kilometres to the north-east 
of Sachsenhausen.

The Jewish human rights 
organization, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, welcomed 
Tuesday’s conviction and 
maximum jail sentence. 

It said in a statement 
that its Jerusalem office had 
“assisted the prosecution by 
finding holocaust survivors 
from the camp, as well as 
first-degree relatives of the 
victims who can join the 
prosecution in accordance 
with German law.” 

“The center’s chief Nazi 
hunter, holocaust historian 
efraim Zuroff, praised the 

verdict as an unequivocal 
rejection of [the defend-
ant’s] attempts to deny his 
service in the SS as a guard 
at Sachsenhausen,” read a 
statement.

“he also praised the 
continued efforts of German 
lawyers, such as Thomas 
Walther, who represented the 
survivors as well as the rela-
tives of the victims, several 
of whom were located by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center.” 

More than 200,000 peo-
ple were imprisoned in the 
concentration camp, located 
near Berlin, between the 
summer of 1936, when it was 
built, until the end of World 
War II in 1945.

Among them were po-
litical opponents of the Nazi 
regime, as well as members 
of groups persecuted by the 
National Socialists such as 
Jews, Sinti and Roma.

Tens of thousands of 
prisoners died of hunger, dis-
ease, forced labour, medical 
experiments and mistreat-
ment as part of a systematic 
extermination plan.

The elderly man was only 
fit to stand trial in the court-
room for limited periods, 
and participated for about 
two and a half hours each 
day. The trial was moved to a 
sports hall in the town where 
he lives out of consideration 
for his age.

Former Nazi concentration camp guard Josef Schuetz hides his face 
behind a folder at a courtroom in Brandenburg an der Havel, eastern 
Germany on Tuesday. (afp)

JAIL AT 101

A tractor is parked in front of the destroyed Amstor mall in Kre-
menchuk, on Wednesday. (aFP)

Ukraine blamed Russia 
for the attack, saying 
that X-22 air-to-surface 
missiles fired from 
Tu-22 long-range  
bombers had been used
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MIDDLE East Economic 
Digest (MEED) crowned 
Dukhan Bank’s distin-
guished efforts in providing 
private banking services and 
its leadership in enriching 
the digital banking experi-
ence for its customers with 
innovative solutions by 
awarding it nine accolades, 
within the annual awards 
program “Banking Excel-
lence in the Middle East and 
North Africa for the year 
2022”. 

While the bank won the 
“Best Private Bank Qatar” 
award, the General Man-
ager and Head of the Private 
Banking at Dukhan Bank, 
Chaouki Daher received the 
“MENA Private Banker of 
the year” award, in recogni-
tion of his efforts and long-
standing success in leading 
the private banking division 
through a progressive strat-
egy that resulted-in unpar-
alleled state-of-the-art ser-
vices while simultaneously 
ensured customers’ loyalty 
across generations.

Moreover, the bank won 
seven more prestigious acco-
lades:  MENA Digital Bank 
of the Year and MENA Most 
Innovative Bank of the Year; 
the bank’s virtual assistant 
Rashid powered by artificial 
intelligence also went home 
with trophies for the Best 
Use of AI in FS, Excellence 
in Omnichannel Integration, 
and the Best Multichannel 
and Best Next Generation 
Offering categories. The 
Bank’s range of Shariah-

compliant wealth manage-
ment won the bank a further 
award for Outstanding WM 
Service for the Affluent.

The new accolades come 
to further support Dukhan 
Bank’s position as the first 
choice for Islamic Banking 
and a fitting tribute to its ca-
pabilities to be ahead of its 
peers in adopting emerging 
technologies that are reshap-
ing the banking industry.

Entitled “Recogniz-
ing MENA Banking Ga-
mechangers”, the first edi-
tion of the MENA Banking 
Excellence Award program 
celebrates the best-in-class 
banking and financial ser-
vices institutions and indi-
viduals for their innovative 
offerings and commitment 
to customer excellence. 

On the occasion, Mr. 
Khalid Al- Subeai-Dukhan 
Bank CEO- stressed that the 
new win is another mile-
stone added to the bank’s 
series of achievements and 
emphasizes the effectiveness 
of the bank’s strategy in de-
signing top-notch banking 
services catering to custom-
ers’ needs. 

He said, “It gives me great 
pleasure to convey heartfelt 
congratulations to Dukhan 
Bank family including man-
agement and employees, on 
this great success which un-
doubtedly asserts that our 

efforts to enrich the overall 
banking experience have 
been fruitful. We have been 
at the forefront in boosting 
the banking sector in Qatar 
with global-scale state-of-
the-art unrivaled services 
and products inspired by the 
latest digital technologies; 
it’s at the core of our strat-
egy to maintain and enhance 
our customers’ loyalty while 
remaining always their bank 
of choice”. 

Daher commented, “We 
are honored to add this ma-
jor win to our record of suc-
cess, which comes to affirm 
the Bank’s leading position 
as pioneering the private 
banking sector in Qatar 
and being customers’ first 
choice”. 

“Indeed, it is a recogni-
tion to our professional pri-
vate banking experts whose 
consistent efforts contrib-
uted efficiently to upscaling 
the overall sector.”

 Dukhan Bank’s acco-
lades in recognition of its 
excellence in digital bank-
ing, confirm that its relent-
less efforts since 2020 to 
strengthen its robust digital 
transformation strategy, 
have resulted in a vast ex-
pansion in the bank’s port-
folio of elite digital products 
and services while being no-
ticed by international evalu-
ation entities. The bank has 

taken the helm in the indus-
try by implementing a series 
of unrivaled enhancements 
to the retail mobile banking 
application that includes ac-
cess to Time Deposit, Wealth 
Management Accounts, 
and Foreign Currency Ac-
count services. Additionally, 
Dukhan Bank topped up its 
digital endeavors by enhanc-
ing its app with the (D-Pay) 
platform, a true masterpiece 
feature offering contactless 
payment eliminating the 
need to carry on cash and 
credit cards.  

The bank prides itself to 
be the first bank in Qatar to 
launch a digital prepaid card 
“MasterCard’s Digital First 
Card Program” and one of 
two banks that first provided 
the Apple Pay service in the 
Qatari market 

Moreover, Dukhan Bank 
has been studying and ex-
perimenting with emerging 
technologies over the years 
and some of these have 
reached a tipping point, 
presenting new growth op-
portunities. Another mile-
stone achieved in line with 
Dukhan Bank’s successful 
digital journey is Rashid, 
the AI-powered virtual as-
sistant. An interactive, mul-
tichannel virtual assistant, 
Rashid, is accessible on 
Dukhan Mobile, the bank’s 
website, and WhatsApp. 

Dukhan Bank receives 9 accolades 
at MEED banking excellence awards
The awards are in 
recognition of the 
bank’s achieve-
ments in private 
and digital 
banking

Kaabi meets with Sri Lankan minister of power and energy

Qatar’s Minister of State for Energy Affairs and the President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi met with Sri Lanka’s 
Minister of Power and Energy Kanchana Wijesekera, in Doha on Tuesday. Discussions during the meeting dealt with energy relations and 
cooperation between Qatar and Sri Lanka and means to enhance them.

President of Malta 
visits The Pearl 
and Gewan Islands
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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PRESIDENT of Malta Dr 
George Vella took a tour of The 
Oyster building in Doha along 
with a Maltese delegation as 
part of an introductory visit to 
The Pearl and Gewan Islands.

UDC President, CEO and 
board member Ibrahim Jas-
sim Al Othman briefed the 
Maltese president on the real-
estate development projects 
being undertaken by UDC in 
addition to the various invest-
ment opportunities and their 
subsequent benefits. 

Dr Vella was given an over-
view of the stages of develop-
ment of UDC projects, their 
objectives and what has been 
accomplished so far. In addi-
tion, he was also briefed about 
a number of residential dwell-
ings, facilities, marinas and 
other important sites on the 
properties.

The Pearl Island is con-
stantly attracting visits by offi-
cial delegations visiting Qatar. 
As a tourist destination and 
one of the unique models of 
a comprehensive mixed-use 
destination, it offers excep-
tional residential and enter-
tainment experiences.

UDC is a leading Qatari 
public shareholding company 
with a mission to identify and 
invest in long-term projects 
contributing to Qatar’s growth 
and providing good sharehold-
er value. UDC activities cover 
a multitude of vital investment 
sectors including real-estate 
development, property man-
agement, infrastructure and 
utilities, maritime and hospi-
tality related businesses.
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Qatar’s trade surplus 
surges 120 percent to 
QR36.6 billion PAGE 10
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Rupee hits record low of 78.59 
against US dollar in early trade

AGENCIES

THE rupee depreciated 22 
paise to a record low of 78.59 
against the US dollar in open-
ing trade on Tuesday as per-
sistent foreign funds outflows 
weighed on investor senti-
ments.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
on a weak note at 78.53 against 
the American dollar, then lost 
ground to quote at 78.59 -- its 
all-time low level, registering 
a fall of 22 paise from the last 
close. On Monday, the rupee 
declined by 4 paise to close 
at its life-time low of 78.37 
against the US dollar.

“Persistent selling by FIIs 
in the domestic markets is also 
putting pressure on the ru-
pee,” said Rahul Kalantri, VP 
Commodities, Mehta Equities 
Ltd.

According to Kalantri, fur-
ther economic sanctions on 
Russia may drive global ener-

gy prices higher and put pres-
sure on emerging market cur-
rencies. “We expect the rupee 
to remain volatile this week 
and could cross 78.55 levels,” 
Kalantri said.

Global oil benchmark 
Brent crude futures rose 1.20 
per cent to USD 116.47 per 
barrel.

Meanwhile, the dollar in-
dex, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a 
basket of six currencies, was 
trading 0.01 per cent lower 
at 103.92. On the domes-
tic equity market front, the 
30-share Sensex was trading 
314.88 points or 0.59 per cent 
lower at 52,846.40, while the 
broader NSE Nifty declined 
101.75 points or 0.64 per cent 
to 15,730.30.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors were net sellers in the 
capital market on Monday as 
they offloaded shares worth 
Rs 1,278.42 crore, as per stock 
exchange data.

AGENCIES

U.S. consumer confidence 
slipped to its lowest level 
in 16 months as persistent 
inflation and rising inter-
est rates have Americans as 
pessimistic as they’ve been 
about the future in almost a 
decade.

The Conference Board 
said Tuesday that its con-
sumer confidence index 
slipped to 98.7 in June 
from 103.2 in May, the sec-
ond straight monthly de-
cline and the lowest level 
since February 2021.

The business research 
group’s expectations index, 
based on consumers’ six-
month outlook for income, 
business and labor mar-
ket conditions, tumbled in 
June to 66.4 — its lowest 
level since 2013 — from 
73.7 in May. It has been a 
consistently weak spot in 
the survey recently.

“Consumers’ grimmer 
outlook was driven by in-
creasing concerns about in-
flation, in particular rising 
gas and food prices,” said 
Lynn Franco, the Confer-
ence Board’s senior direc-
tor of economic indicators. 
“Expectations have now 
fallen well below a reading 
of 80, suggesting weaker 
growth in the second half 
of 2022 as well as growing 
risk of recession by year 
end.” The present situa-
tion index, which measures 
consumers’ assessment of 
current business and labor 
conditions, ticked down 

less than a full point in 
June to 147.1.

Inflation has soared 
over the past year at its fast-
est pace in more than 40 
years, with rising costs for 
nearly everything negating 
Americans’ pay raises.

Consumer prices surged 
8.6% in May from a year 
earlier, faster than April’s 
year-over-year increase of 
8.3%, the Labor Depart-
ment reported earlier this 
month. The new inflation 
figure was the highest since 
1981 and came after the 
Federal Reserve raised its 
main borrowing rate by a 
half point in early May in 
its effort to tamp down ris-
ing inflation.

The Labor Depart-
ment’s producer price in-
dex — which measures 
inflation before it reaches 
consumers — also surged 
10.8% in May from a year 
earlier, putting pressure on 
the Federal Reserve to be-
come even more aggressive 
in its fight against historic 
inflation.

The Fed responded 
a couple of weeks ago by 
raising its main borrowing 
rate by three-quarters of a 
point, its biggest increase 
since 1994. More rate hikes 
are expected this year.

The Conference Board’s 
survey showed that con-
sumers grew more pes-
simistic about short-term 
business conditions, the 
job market and their own 
short-term financial pros-
pects.

Consumer confidence 
in US slumps to the 
lowest in 16 months

AGENCIES

LEADERS of the world’s big-
gest developed economies 
said Tuesday they would ex-
plore far-reaching steps to 
cap Russia’s income from oil 
sales that are financing its in-
vasion of Ukraine and struck 
a united stance to support 
Kyiv for “as long as it takes” 
as the war grinds on.

The final statement from 
the Group of Seven summit 
in Germany underlined their 
intent to impose “severe and 
immediate economic costs” 
on Russia.

It left out key details on 
how fossil fuel price caps 
would work in practice, set-
ting up more discussion in the 
weeks ahead to “explore... the 
feasibility” of measures to bar 
imports of Russian oil above a 
certain level.

That would hit a key Rus-
sian source of income and, in 
theory, help relieve the energy 
price spikes and inflation af-
flicting the global economy as 
a result of the war.

“We remain steadfast in 
our commitment to our un-
precedented coordination on 
sanctions for as long as neces-
sary, acting in unison at every 
stage,” the leaders said.

The G-7 leaders — repre-
senting the U.S., Germany, 
France, Italy, the U.K., Can-
ada and Japan — on Monday 
pledged to support Ukraine 
“for as long as it takes” after 
conferring by video link with 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy. Zelenskyy has 
openly worried that the West 
has become fatigued by the 
cost of a war that is contrib-
uting to soaring energy costs 
and price hikes on essential 
goods around the globe. The 
G-7 has sought to assuage 
those concerns.

Leaders also agreed on 
a ban on imports of Rus-
sian gold and to step up aid 
to countries hit with food 
shortages by the blockade 

on Ukraine grain shipments 
through the Black Sea.

“We agree that (Russian) 
President (Vladimir) Putin 
must not win this war, and we 
will continue to keep up and 
drive higher the economic 
and political costs for Presi-
dent Putin and his regime,” 
said the summit host, Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz. 
“For that, it is important to 
stand together -- including in 
the long haul that we certainly 
still face.” French President 
Emmanuel Macron said Rus-
sia “cannot and should not 
win” the war in Ukraine — 
as its terrible toll was on full 
view the day after a Russian 
missile strike hit a shopping 
mall in the town of Kremen-
chuk, killing 18 people.

The price cap — pushed 
by U.S. President Joe Biden 
— would in theory work by 
barring service provides such 
as shippers or insurers from 

dealing with oil priced above 
a fixed level. That could work 
because the service provid-
ers are mostly located in the 
European Union or the U.K. 
and thus within reach of sanc-
tions. 

To be effective, however, 
it would have to involve as 
many consuming countries 
as possible, in particular In-
dia, where refiners have been 
snapping up cheap Russian 
oil shunned by Western trad-
ers. Details on how the pro-
posal would be implemented 
were left for continuing talks 
in coming weeks.

The U.S. has already 
blocked Russian oil imports, 
which were small in any case. 
The European Union has de-
cided to impose a ban on the 
90% of Russian oil that comes 
by sea, but the ban does not 
take effect until the end of the 
year, meaning Europe contin-
ues to send money to Russia 

for energy even while con-
demning the war. Meanwhile, 
higher global oil prices have 
softened the blow to Rus-
sia’s income, even as Western 
traders shun Russian oil.

Energy themes were front 
and center at the summit 
throughout. Europe is scram-
bling to find new sources of 
oil and fresh supplies of gas as 
Russia dials back gas supplies 
in what leaders say is a politi-
cal move. Meanwhile high en-
ergy prices are a headache for 
G-7 countries’ consumers.

Scholz defended the G-7′s 
decision to soften commit-
ments to end public support 
for fossil fuel investments, 
saying the war in Ukraine 
means time-limited support 
for new natural gas extraction 
projects may be necessary.

The group showed wide-
ranging concern about China. 
The leaders stressed that it is 
“necessary to cooperate with 

China on shared global chal-
lenges” but underlined their 
stance that China should urge 
Russia to halt the war, respect 
human rights in Hong Kong, 
refrain from military action 
against Taiwan, and improve 
its non-transparent trade and 
economic practices.

From the secluded Schloss 
Elmau hotel in the Bavar-
ian Alps, the G-7 leaders will 
move to Madrid for a summit 
of NATO leaders, where fall-
out from Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine will again dominate 
the agenda. All G-7 mem-
bers other than Japan are 
NATO members, and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida has been invited to 
Madrid.

While the group’s annual 
gathering has been dominat-
ed by the war, Scholz has been 
keen to show that the G-7 also 
can move ahead on pre-war 
priorities.

Group of Seven economies 
go after Kremlin oil money

Clockwise from left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, the President of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen, European Council President Charles Michel, Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and U.S. President Joe Biden attend a working session during of the G7 
leaders summit at Castle Elmau in Kruen, near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, on Tuesday.
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QATAR exported goods worth 
QR45.3 billion and imported mer-
chandise worth QR8.8 billion in 
May 2022, leading to a trade sur-
plus of QR36.6 billion. This is QR20 
billion, or 120.1 percent, more than 
the surplus recorded a year ago, the 
Planning and Statistics Authority 
has said.

While Qatar’s exports (includ-
ing exports of goods of domestic or-
igin and re-exports) in May jumped 
81.9 percent from May 2021 and 
4.3 percent from April 2022, im-
ports rose 5.5 percent from a year 
ago and declined 5.6 percent from 

a month ago. The year-on-year in-
crease in exports was mainly driven 
by increased shipping of petroleum 
gases and other gaseous hydrocar-
bons (LNG, condensates, propane, 
butane, etc.). Their shipments ac-
counted for QR30.3 in May 2022, 
an increase of 116.2 percent. 

Similarly, exports of petroleum 
oils and oils from bituminous min-
erals (crude) grew 39.5 percent to 
bring in QR5.6 billion. Those of pe-
troleum oils and oils from bitumi-
nous minerals (not crude) surged 
36.5 percent, raking in QR3.3 bil-
lion.

In May 2022, China received 
the single biggest share of Qatar’s 
exports, accounting for QR7 billion 

or 15.5 percent of the total exports. 
India accounted for QR5.4 billion 
or 11.9 percent and the United 
Kingdom for QR4.7 billion or 10.3 
percent.

China is again the leader when 
it comes to imports to Qatar. The 
country shipped in QR1.3 billion 
worth of products, accounting for 
15.3 percent of the total imports. 
The US imported QR900 million 
worth of goods (10.8 percent), 
while India shipped in merchan-
dise worth QR600 million (6.7 per-
cent).

Cars and mass transport vehi-
cles were at the top of Qatar’s im-
port commodities, accounting for  
QR400 million.

Qatar’s trade surplus surges 120 percent to QR36.6 billion

Qatar a key development area for our refining and  
petrochemical activities: TotalEnergies official

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MANAGING Director of Total-
Energies Refining and Chem-
icals-Qatar Ghazi Shahin has 
said Qatar is a key development 
area for “our refining and pet-
rochemical activities and serves 
as a strategic location allowing 
us to cater to the growing de-
mand for conversion of crude 
oil into high-value-added prod-
ucts such as polymers in the 
Asian and Middle East region.”

He said TotalEnergies’ 
presence in Qatar has spanned 
more than 85 years beginning 
in 1936. In the downstream sec-
tor, TotalEnergies has stakes at 
QAPCO, Qatofin, RLOC, and 
Laffan Refineries 1 & 2. 

“We have developed initia-
tives to reinvent and diversify 
to promote renewable and de-
carbonized energies in Qatar, 
alongside refining and petro-

chemical products,” he said.
“At TotalEnergies, we con-

vert oil and gas derivatives into 
a variety of everyday products 
such as fuels, plastics, and 
resins. These products have 
numerous applications in 
transportation, household ap-
pliances, medical, food and in-
dustrial packaging, and other 
sectors.”

Shahin said, “We are con-
tinuing our efforts of recent 
years to improve energy effi-
ciency in Refining and Chemi-
cals, by leveraging our exper-
tise in CO2 conversion, carbon 
capture and storage,  biofuels, 
and plastic recycling through 
various ways including R&D. 
Our ambition is to position To-
talEnergies as a leader to meet 
the challenges of sustainable 
development”.

He added that Qatar is a 
key development area for our 
refining and petrochemical ac-

tivities. “Meeting the growing 
needs of these products in the 
region and around the world is 
not only a challenge: it is also 
our mission. As a shareholder 
in major downstream activities 
in Qatar, we aim to share our 
technical know-how and inte-
grated approach with the en-
ergy industry, particularly our 
partners and stakeholders,” he 
added.

He said, “We are continu-
ing our efforts of recent years 
to improve energy efficiency 
in Refining and Chemicals, by 

leveraging our expertise in CO2 
conversion, carbon capture and 
storage,  biofuels, and plastic 
recycling through various ways 
including R&D. Our ambition 
is to position TotalEnergies as a 
leader to meet the challenges of 
sustainable development”.

On combatting climate 
change and decarbonizing ef-
forts for carbon neutrality by 
2050, he said, “Climate change 
is one of the greatest challenges 
that the world is facing today. 
Man-made problems require 
man-made solutions. Every 
part of society has a role to play 
to combat it”. TotalEnergies 
has embarked on a joint effort 
with its partners worldwide to 
help decarbonize industry and 
reach net zero emissions by 
2050.”

“Our activities are fully 
aligned with our ambition to 
reach carbon neutrality by 
2050, together with our soci-

ety. We are therefore perform-
ing research and development 
collaborations on low-carbon 
solutions, GHG reduction, 
large-scale carbon capture and 
storage (CCS), and renewable 
hydrogen production in our 
worldwide affiliates, to build a 
more sustainable future.”

Around the world, Total-
Energies is leveraging new 
technologies such as green hy-
drogen development and sus-
tainable aviation fuel produc-
tion to help combat the carbon 
intensity of energy products 
used by our consumers. 

“In Qatar, in collaboration 
with Texas A&M University at 
Qatar (TAMUQ), we are inno-
vating reactor technologies and 
new processes to develop a sus-
tainable process to convert nat-
ural gas to chemical products. 
This will help us to achieve low 
to near zero CO2 emission, and 
maximize energy efficiency.”

Ghazi Shahin.

Economy & Business10 Wednesday, June 29, 2022



Economy & Business
11Wednesday, June 29, 2022

Hong Kong burnishes China ties 
as luster as global hub fades

Every few generations, Hong Kong 
transforms itself, evolving from 
a swampy fishing village to 19th 
century colonial port, to capi-
talist outpost and factory after 

China’s 1949 revolution, to 21st century fi-
nancial center.

As the former British colony marks the 
25th anniversary of its return to China, 
reeling from pandemic curbs that devas-
tated business and a crackdown on its pro-
democracy movement, Hong Kong leaders 
say it is time to transform again. They say 
the city should become a leader in technol-
ogy that relies more on its ties with nearby 
Chinese factory cities than on global trade.

Chief Executive-elect John Lee’s gov-
ernment is under pressure to generate new 
sources of economic growth, looking beyond 
COVID outbreaks and anti-virus controls 
that have devastated tourism and business 
and uncertainty about the legal climate af-
ter a crackdown on the city’s pro-democracy 
movement.

In April, during his election campaign, 
Lee promised to “start a new chapter” for 
the city better known as one of Asia’s busi-
est ports and biggest stock markets and 
“strengthen its competitiveness” in tech-
nology and innovation as well as trade and 
finance.

Lee gave no details but pointed to the 
Greater Bay Area, a Chinese government 
initiative to link Hong Kong with neighbor-
ing mainland cities including the technol-
ogy and finance hub of Shenzhen and the 
manufacturing powerhouses of Dongguan 
and Foshan.

“There are great opportunities in the 
Greater Bay Area that haven’t been realized 
yet,” said David Graham, executive direc-
tor of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Hong Kong. “It is a big opportunity for Hong 
Kong, and it will be very hard to replicate in 
other cities like Singapore or Dubai.” Add-
ing to the urgency for Lee to roll out a long-
term strategy, executives frustrated with 
Hong Kong’s travel controls are leaving the 
city, business groups say. Some companies 
are moving for good to Singapore, Bangkok, 
Dubai or other business centers.

“Hong Kong’s strength as a global con-
nector has been greatly reduced,” said Jo-
seph Armas, chairman of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong. Ex-
ecutives have left for cities where “travel is 
feasible.” Armas appealed to Lee for a “con-
crete roadmap” to revive Hong Kong, which 
remains, together with mainland China and 
Taiwan, one of the few places that still re-
quires inbound travelers to serve manda-
tory quarantines.

For Michael Chan, who manages a fash-
ion goods manufacturing business, the re-
strictions have extended what used to be 
one-week trips to factories in Bangladesh 
or China to a month or two, since it makes 
no sense to spend weeks in quarantine for a 
short work trip.

Chan has considered temporarily re-
locating to Singapore, whose controls are 
much less strict.

“When I meet government officials, I of-
ten have to meet them face to face and talk 

about things,” said Chan, a veteran of mul-
tiple quarantines. “It’s not like in the U.S. 
where I can just use Zoom for a video call.” 
Hong Kong lost nearly 90,000 of its 7.5 mil-
lion population in 2021, according to gov-
ernment figures. More than 100,000 people 
left in February and March of this year, dur-
ing the city’s worst COVID wave.

The angst over Hong Kong’s travel con-
trols “presents an opportunity for others to 
dip into our talent pool,” said Sally Wong, 
CEO of the Hong Kong Investment Funds 
Association.

Activists and foreign governments com-
plain the ruling Communist Party is chip-
ping away at the 50 years of autonomy 
Beijing promised after 1997. The freedoms 
afforded to Hong Kong and its leeway for 
self-governance had helped it keep its status 
as a center for Asian headquarters of global 
companies even as rent and other costs 
soared to record levels and levels of inequal-
ity grew ever wider.

Hong Kong still has a skilled workforce, 
an efficient port and a Western-style legal 
system considered to be impartial and reli-
able.

But its status as a global hub for trade 
and business center is waning.

One in 20 companies surveyed by the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Hong 
Kong plan to move their global or regional 
headquarters out of Hong Kong, the cham-
ber reported in January. It said half were 
uncertain about whether to go.

Some businesses are watching to see 
how law enforcement and the free flow of 
information and people that are crucial to 
commerce and finance might change. Two 
out of five companies surveyed said they 
worry they will lose free internet access, vi-
tal for a trading center that relies on the flow 
of information.

“There is a perception that foreign busi-
nesses are less welcome,” the report said. 
“More than half our respondents feel the 
government is ‘unconcerned’ or ‘dismissive’ 
about business concerns.” Until now, Hong 
Kong has been largely free of the censorship 
on the mainland, where internet barriers 
known as the “Great Firewall” are used by 
the ruling party to block China’s public from 
seeing foreign websites run by news outfits, 
governments and human rights activists. 
But the territory’s leading pro-democracy 
newspaper, Apple Daily, was shut down 
during the crackdown and its publisher, 
Jimmy Lai, sentenced to prison.

Kurt Tong, a former U.S. consul general 
in Hong Kong who is managing partner of 
The Asia Group, a consulting firm, said that 
so far the city’s national security law, though 
used to stifle dissent, has not had much im-
pact on business and finance.

But the effect of the law and Beijing’s 
overhaul of the territory’s political system 
bear watching, he said.

“People who care about the Hong Kong 
financial system need to think about that,” 
Tong said.

Hong Kong thrived as the trade gateway 
to China for decades, but it was eclipsed as 
the world’s busiest container port in 2000 
by facilities in the Chinese mainland. Two 
decades later, with cargo volume barely 
10% above its 2000 level, Hong Kong’s port 
ranks 8th in the world. Shanghai, Shenzhen 
and three other Chinese ports are bigger.

Hong Kong’s stock market, once Asia’s 
biggest outside Japan, also has grown stead-
ily but has slipped behind regional rivals.

Companies traded in Hong Kong have a 
total market value of $5.4 trillion, compared 
with $8.2 trillion for the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange. Companies on China’s second 
exchange in Shenzhen are worth $6.2 tril-
lion, according to the World Federation of 

Exchanges.
Tong is among those who believe Hong 

Kong’s recent setbacks are only temporary.
“The current status is that Hong Kong 

is a very significant global center, one of the 
most important in the world, and it plays a 
unique and critical role in linking the Chi-
nese economy with the rest of the global 
economy and channeling finance in both 
directions,” said Tong.

The city is meanwhile nurturing its role 
as a center for innovation, setting up re-
search centers that have helped incubate 
dozens of start-up companies.

A vice chancellor of the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, Rocky S. Tuan, pointed to 
medical and biotechnology research as one 
of the city’s less well-known strengths. Writ-
ing in the newspaper South China Morning 
Post, he said “Hong Kong offers access to 
capital, expertise, global regulatory recogni-
tion of its clinical trial data and a network 
of world-class universities.” That could lend 
the city an edge over regional rivals.

“Other cities in the region, notably Sin-
gapore, perhaps will be more of an Asia hub 
or Southeast Asia hub,” said Tommy Wu of 
Oxford Economics. “Hong Kong’s business 
will be mainly focused on Greater China.”

A Chinese junk sails across Victoria Harbor to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong handover to China, in Hong Kong, Monday, June 27, 2022. As the former British colony marks the 25th anni-
versary of its return to China, reeling from pandemic curbs that devastated business and a crackdown on its pro-democracy movement, Hong Kong leaders say it is time to transform again and become a 
tech center that relies more on ties with nearby Chinese factory cities than on global trade.
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PEOPLE with hearing loss 
have a new ally in their ef-
forts to navigate the world: 
Captions that aren’t limited 
to their television screens and 
streaming services.

The COVID pandemic 
disrupted daily life for peo-
ple everywhere, but many of 
those with hearing loss took 
the resulting isolation espe-
cially hard. “When everyone 
wears a mask they are com-
pletely unintelligible to me,” 
said Pat Olken of Sharon, 
Massachusetts, whose hear-
ing aids were insufficient. 
(A new cochlear implant has 
helped her a lot.) So when 
her grandson’s bar mitzvah 
was streamed on Zoom early 
in the pandemic, well before 
the service offered captions, 
Olken turned to Otter, an app 
created to transcribe busi-
ness meetings. Reading along 
with the ceremony’s speakers 
made the app “a tremendous 
resource,” she said.

People with hearing loss, 
a group estimated at roughly 
40 million U.S. adults, have 

long adopted technologies 
to help them make their way 
in the hearing world, from 
Victorian-era ear trumpets to 
modern digital hearing aids 
and cochlear implants.

But today’s hearing aids 
can cost upward of $5,000, 
often aren’t covered by in-
surance and don’t work for 
everyone. The devices also 
don’t snap audible sound 
into focus the way glasses 
immediately correct vision. 
Instead, hearing aids and 
cochlear implants require 
the brain to interpret sound 
in a new way.

“The solutions out there 
are clearly not a one-size-fits-
all model and do not meet 
the needs of a lot of people 
based on cost, access, a lot of 
different things,” said Frank 
Lin, director of the Cochlear 
Center for Hearing and Pub-
lic Health at Johns Hopkins 
University. That’s not just 
a communication problem; 
researchers have found cor-
relations between untreated 
hearing loss and higher risks 
of dementia.

Cheaper over-the-counter 

hearing devices are on the 
way. But for now, only about 
20% of those who could ben-
efit from hearing aids use one.

Captions, by contrast, are 
usually a lot easier to access. 
They’ve long been available 
on modern television sets and 
are cropping up more fre-
quently in videoconferencing 
apps like Zoom, streaming 
services like Netflix, social 
media video on TikTok and 
YouTube, movie theaters and 

live arts venues.
In recent years, smart-

phone apps like Otter; Goog-
le’s Live Transcribe; Ava; In-
noCaption, for phone calls; 
and GalaPro, for live theater 
performances, have emerged. 
Some are aimed at people 
with hearing loss and use hu-
man reviewers to make sure 
captions are accurate.

Others, like Otter and 
Live Transcribe, instead rely 
on what’s called automatic 

speech recognition, which 
uses artificial intelligence to 
learn and capture speech. 
ASR has issues with accuracy 
and lags in transcribing the 
spoken word; built-in biases 
can also make transcriptions 
less accurate for the voices of 
women, people of color and 
deaf people, said Christian 
Volger, a professor at Gallau-
det University who specializes 
in accessible technology.

Jargon and slang can also 
be a stumbling block. But us-
ers and experts say that ASR 
has improved a lot.

While welcome, none of 
these solutions are perfect. 
Toni Iacolucci of New York 
says her book club could be 
draining even when she was 
using Otter to transcribe the 
conversation. The captions 
weren’t always accurate and 
didn’t identify individual 
speakers, which could make it 
hard to keep up, she said.

“It worked a little bit,” 
said Iacolucci, who lost her 
hearing nearly two decades 
ago. After coming home, she 
would be so tired from try-
ing to follow the conversation 

that she had to lie down. “It 
just takes so much energy.” 
She got a cochlear implant a 
year ago that has significantly 
improved her ability to hear, 
to the point where she can 
now have one-on-one con-
versations without captions. 
They still help in group dis-
cussions, she said.

Otter said in a state-
ment that it welcomes feed-
back from the deaf and hard 
of hearing community and 
noted that it now provides a 
paid software assistant that 
can join virtual meetings and 
transcribe them automati-
cally.

Transcription lag can pre-
sent other problems -- among 
them, a worry that conversa-
tion partners might grow im-
patient with delays. “Some-
times you say, ‘I’m sorry, I 
just need to look at my cap-
tions in order to hear,’” said 
Richard Einhorn, a musician 
and composer in New York. 
“That doesn’t mean I’m not 
aware sometimes it’s a has-
sle for other people.” Other 
issues crop up. When Chelle 
Wyatt of Salt Lake City went 

to her doctor’s office, the Wi-
Fi there wasn’t strong enough 
for the transcription app to 
work. “It was gestures and 
writing things down and mak-
ing sure I got a written report 
afterward so I knew what was 
said,” she said.

Movie theaters provide 
devices that amplify sound, as 
well as glasses and individual 
screens that show captions to 
go with the movie. But those 
aren’t always comfortable and 
sometimes aren’t well-main-
tained or just don’t work. 
Many people with hearing 
loss want more films to run 
captions on the big screen, 
just like you’d have in the 
comfort of your own home.

A new law that took effect 
In New York City on May 15 re-
quires movie theaters to offer 
captions on the screen for up 
to four showtimes per movie 
each week, including during 
the most popular hours to go 
to the movies — Friday nights 
and weekends. Hawaii passed 
a state law in 2015 that re-
quired two screenings a week 
of each movie with captions 
on the screen. 

Why captions are suddenly everywhere and how they got there

Chelle Wyatt uses her cell phone with the Otter app on Friday in 
Salt Lake City. People with hearing loss have adopted technology 
to navigate the world, especially as hearing aids are expensive and 
inaccessible to many.
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RAFAEL Nadal strode into 
the second round at Wim-
bledon just three weeks after 
he was on crutches following 
make-or-break treatment on a 
chronic foot injury.

The Spaniard, 36, under-
went radio-wave therapy on 
the nerve in his left foot earlier 
this month with his career po-
tentially on the line after win-
ning his 14th French Open.

The procedure seems to 
have been a success as Na-
dal was given a serious run-
around by Argentinian debu-
tant Francisco Cerundolo.

But, on his first appearance 
at the Championships since 
2019, Nadal came through in 
four sets, 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 in 
three hours and 33 minutes.

“After three years of not 
playing here I’m very happy to 
be back,” he said.

“The last three years I 
didn’t put a foot on a grass 
court, so it always takes a 
while in my first match. Every 
day is a test and this was an 
important test.

“At the beginning of the 
tournament and under the cir-
cumstances I arrived here, the 
victory is the most important 
thing.

“Everyone knows I had to 
do some things on my foot, but 
the most important thing is I 
am in Wimbledon 2022 and I 
won my first match!” 

The Spaniard is now more 
than halfway towards a cal-
endar year Grand Slam and 
would become the first man 
to achieve it since Rod Laver 
in 1969 if he can add Wim-
bledon and the US Open to 
his Australian and French 

Opens.
Playing 22-time major 

champion Nadal on Centre 
Court on your Wimbledon de-
but should be a daunting pros-
pect, but Cerundolo did not 

show any hint of nerves.
The 23-year-old from Bue-

nos Aires had chances to break 
in the first and second sets, 
but it was Nadal who struck at 
the vital moments; in the 10th 

game to take the opener and 
for 4-2 in the second.

At a break down in the 
third Cerundolo looked down 
and out but, to his credit, he 
retrieved it and then snatched 

another before serving out the 
set at the third attempt.

A forehand winner which 
clipped the baseline brought 
up another break in the fourth 
for the rookie.

But old warrior Nadal 
hauled himself level again 
at 4-4 and roared with de-
light when Cerundolo floated 
wide on match point to end a 
breathless contest.

Nadal delighted to be back  
winning at Wimbledon

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

ANDY Murray threw in an un-
derarm serve as he overcame 
a stiff examination of his form 
and fitness to get his Wimble-
don campaign up and running.

The former world number 
one faced a race against time 
to recover from an abdominal 
strain he suffered a fortnight 
ago in time to play at SW19.

The injury did not seem 
to be an issue but the match 
sharpness probably was after 
Murray was broken twice on 
his way to dropping the first 
set against unseeded Austral-
ian James Duckworth.

But Murray was soon mo-
toring again as he wrapped 
up a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 victory, 
with a cheeky underarm serve 
- only the second of his career 
- thrown in for good measure.

“It’s amazing to be back here 
with a full crowd, it’s an amazing 
atmosphere,” Murray said.

“Obviously I’m getting on a 
bit so I don’t know how many 

more opportunities I’ll get to 
play on this court, so I want to 
make the most of every time I 
get to come out here.

“Hopefully I’ll get another 
match on here in a couple of 
days. I thought I did well to re-
bound after the first set. Once 
I started to find my returns I 
felt a bit more comfortable and 
I’m glad to get through it.

“There’s always nerves, 
pressure, butterflies and 
stress, and it was a longer 
build-up for me because of the 
ab injury, so it’s great to get 
out here and get a win under 
my belt.” 

Duckworth has not won a 
main-draw match all year and 
is ranked 74 in the world, but he 
would probably be a lot higher 
had he not been even more 
blighted by injury than Murray.

The 30-year-old has un-
dergone nine operations in his 
career, including hip surgery.

Duckworth’s powerful hit-
ting had Murray rattled in the 
first set but the Scot, once again 
being coached by Ivan Lendl, 

took a couple of miles per hour 
off his serve and started hitting 
the mark more frequently as 
he levelled the match.

A delicious drop shot 
brought up break point in the 
third and it was converted after 
Duckworth went long follow-
ing another punishing rally.

Murray backed up the 
break with a hold includ-
ing that underarm serve as 
he channelled his inner Nick  
Kyrgios to the delight of  
Centre Court.

Duckworth did make the 
return, but then made a mess 
of an overhead as Murray took 
the point.

With time heading to-
wards 9pm and the light fad-
ing, the fourth set began under 
the roof.

Duckworth kept Murray 
on his toes until the ninth 
game, a double fault gift-
wrapping the crucial break as 
the 35-year-old secured a sec-
ond-round meeting with big-
serving American 20th seed 
John Isner.

Murray uses underarm serve 

Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates winning against Argentina’s Francisco Cerundolo at the end of their men’s singles match on the second day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships 
at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Tuesday. Nadal won in four sets, 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 in three hours and 33 minutes. (AFP)
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England’s 
World  
Cup-winning 
captain  
Eoin Morgan 
announces  
retirement
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Seven-time champion Serena Williams made her singles comeback at Wimbledon on Tuesday against 
France’s Harmony Tan on Centre Court, 12 months on from tearing her hamstring in her first-round match 
at SW19. Williams of the US was involved in a tense affair having the lost the opening set 5-7 but she 
came back to win the second 6-1. In the final set, the two players were locked 4-4 in the decider at the 
time of going to the press. (AFP)

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

FELICIANO Lopez equalled 
Roger Federer’s record of 
81 main-draw appearances 
at Grand Slam events in  
the Open era but he was 
beaten in the first round at 
Wimbledon.

The 40-year-old made his 
Grand Slam debut at the 2001 
French Open and had ap-
peared in every major since 
the 2002 event in Paris until 
he failed to progress through 
qualifying at Roland Garros 
this year.

Spaniard Lopez went down 
in straight sets to Botic van de 
Zandschulp on Tuesday.

Ranked 214 in the world, 
Lopez is a three-time quar-
ter-finalist at the All England 
Club, while he also reached the 
quarter-finals of the US Open 
in 2015.

Since then, the veteran has 
never progressed further than 
the third round at a Grand 
Slam.

Fabrice Santoro is third 
on the list behind Federer 
and Lopez with 70 main-
draw appearances at majors, 
with Mikhail Youzhny and 
Fernando Verdasco on 69.

In the women’s game, Alize 
Cornet equalled Ai Sugiyama’s 
all-time record for consecu-
tive Grand Slam main-draw 
appearances with 62 and cel-
ebrated by progressing to the 
second round by beating num-
ber 27 seed Yulia Putintseva 
6-3, 7-6 (7-5).

Lopez equals 
Federer record, 

Cornet draws level 
with Sugiyama

Wimbledon results on Tuesday on the second day of the 2022 champion-
ships at the All England Club (x denotes seeded player):
Men’s Singles
Reilly Opelka (USA x15) bt Carlos Taberner (ESP) 7-6 (7/5), 6-4, 6-4
Mikael Ymer (SWE) bt Daniel Altmaier (GER) 6-3, 7-5, 7-5
Christian Harrison (USA) bt Jay Clarke (GBR) 7-6 (7/3), 6-1, 7-6 (8/6)
David Goffin (BEL) bt Radu Albot (MDA) 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/5)
Sebastian Baez (ARG x31) bt Taro Daniel (JPN) 6-4, 6-4, 7-5
Ryan Peniston (GBR) bt Henri Laaksonen (SUI) 6-4, 6-3, 6-2
Steve Johnson (USA) bt Grigor Dimitrov (BUL x18) 4-6, 5-2 - retired
Christian Garín (CHI) bt Elias Ymer (SWE) 6-3, 7-5, 6-4
Hugo Grenier (FRA) bt Marc-Andrea Huesler (SUI) 6-3, 7-6 (7/0), 6-7 (5/7), 
2-6, 6-4
Benjamin Bonzi (FRA) bt Zdenek Kolár (CZE) 6-3, 6-3, 6-1
Jenson Brooksby (USA x29) bt Mikhail Kukushkin (KAZ) 6-3, 6-2, 6-3
Alex De Minaur (AUS x19) bt Hugo Dellien (BOL) 6-1, 6-3, 7-5

Jack Draper (GBR) bt Zizou Bergs (BEL) 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4)
Diego Schwartzman (ARG x12) bt Stefan Kozlov (USA) 6-3, 6-2, 6-2
Brandon Nakashima (USA) bt Nicola Kuhn (ESP) 6-3, 6-7 (1/7), 6-3, 6-2
Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP x17) bt Attila Balazs (HUN) 6-1, 6-0, 6-3
Filip Krajinovic (SRB x26) bt Jiri Lehecka (CZE) 5-7, 6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-4
Nick Kyrgios (AUS) bt Paul Jubb (GBR) 3-6, 6-1, 7-5, 6-7 (3/7), 7-5
Jordan Thompson (AUS) bt Roberto Carballés Baena (ESP) 6-4, 6-1, 6-1
Jack Sock (USA) bt Bernabe Zapata Miralles (ESP) 7-6 (8/6), 6-4, 6-4
Marcos Giron (USA) bt Holger Rune (DEN x24) 6-3, 7-5, 6-4
Alex Molcan (SVK) bt Pedro Martínez (ESP) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-1
Alastair Gray (GBR) bt Chun Hsin Tseng (TAI) 6-3, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3)
Mackenzie McDonald (USA) bt Nuno Borges (POR) 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7/3)
Richard Gasquet (FRA) bt João Sousa (POR) 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, 4-6, 4-6, 6-3
Emil Ruusuvuori (FIN) bt Yoshihito Nishioka (JPN) 6-2, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4
Botic van de Zandschulp (NED x21) bt Feliciano Lopez (ESP) 6-2, 6-3, 6-3
Lorenzo Sonego (ITA x27) bt Denis Kudla (USA) 6-7 (6/8), 6-3, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2

Hugo Gaston (FRA) bt Alexei Popyrin (AUS) 6-2, 4-6, 0-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3
Ricardas Berankis (LTU) bt Sam Querrey (USA) 6-4, 7-5, 6-3
Rafael Nadal (ESP x2) bt Francisco Cerundolo (ARG) 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4
Women’s Singles
Iga Swiatek (POL x1) bt Jana Fett (CRO) 6-0, 6-3
Lesley Pattinama Kerkhove (NED) bt Sonay Kartal (GBR) 6-4, 3-6, 6-1
Claire Liu (USA) bt Nuria Parrizas Diaz (ESP) 7-5, 6-3
Alize Cornet (FRA) bt Yulia Putintseva (KAZ x27) 6-3, 7-6 (7/5)
Ajla Tomljanovic (AUS) bt Jil Teichmann (SUI x18) 6-2, 6-3
Catherine Harrison (USA) bt Arantxa Rus (NED) 6-1, 6-4
Viktorija Golubic (SUI) bt Andrea Petkovic (GER) 6-4, 6-3
Barbora Krejcikova (CZE x13) bt Maryna Zanevska (BEL) 7-6 (7/4), 6-3
Paula Badosa (ESP x4) bt Louisa Chirico (USA) 6-2, 6-1
Irina Maria Bara (ROM) bt Chloe Paquet (FRA) 6-2, 6-4
Ana Bogdan (ROM) bt Dayana Yastremska (UKR) 6-2, 6-2
Petra Kvitova (CZE x25) bt Jasmine Paolini (ITA) 2-6, 6-4, 6-2

Kirsten Flipkens (BEL) bt Jaimee Fourlis (AUS) 7-5, 6-2
Simona Halep (ROM x16) bt Karolína Muchová (CZE) 6-3, 6-2
Coco Gauff (USA x11) bt Gabriela Ruse (ROM) 2-6, 6-3, 7-5
Mihaela Buzarnescu (ROM) bt Nastasja Schunk (GER) 6-4, 6-2
Lauren Davis (USA) bt Madison Brengle (USA) 6-2, 7-5
Amanda Anisimova (USA x20) bt Yuan Yue (CHN) 6-3, 6-4
Sara Sorribes Tormo (ESP x32) bt Christina McHale (USA) 6-2, 6-1
Zhang Shuai (CHN x33) bt Misaki Doi (JPN) 6-4, 6-0
Marta Kostyuk (UKR) bt Katie Swan (GBR) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4
Maria Sakkari (GRE x5) bt Zoe Hives (AUS) 6-1, 6-4
Viktoriya Tomova (BUL) bt Daria Saville (AUS) 7-5, 3-6, 7-5
Tatjana Maria (GER) bt Astra Sharma (AUS) 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
Yanina Wickmayer (BEL) bt Zhu Lin (CHN) 6-4, 6-2
Jelena Ostapenko (LAT x12) bt Oceane Dodin (FRA) 6-4, 6-4
Wang Qiang (CHN) bt Belinda Bencic (SUI x14) 6-4, 5-7, 6-2
Heather Watson (GBR) bt Tamara Korpatsch (GER) 6-7 (7/9), 7-5, 6-2.

Results (1st Round)
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LAST year’s Wimbledon run-
ner-up Matteo Berrettini has 
been forced to withdraw from 
the Championships due to a 
positive coronavirus test.

The Italian, who has won 
on grass in Stuttgart and at 
Queen’s Club already this 
summer, announced the news 
in an Instagram post.

“I am heartbroken to an-
nounce that I need to with-
draw from @wimbledon due 
to a positive Covid-19 test re-
sult,” world number 11 Berret-
tini said Tuesday.

“I have had flu symptoms 
and been isolating the last few 
days.

Despite symptoms not be-
ing severe, I decided it was 
important to take another 
test this morning to protect 
the health and safety of my 
fellow competitors and every-
one else involved in the tour-
nament.

“I have no words to de-
scribe the extreme disappoint-
ed I feel. The dream is over 
for this year, but I will be back 
stronger. Thank you for the 
support.” 

Late Monday the Croatian 
veteran Marin Cilic also said 
he was isolating with a posi-
tive test and had withdrawn 
from the tournament.

Coronavirus: 
Berrettini joins 
Cilic in exiting 
Wimbledon

SERENA MAKES SINGLES RETURN
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CARLOS Alcaraz insisted he 
is not feeling any pressure to 
be among the Wimbledon fa-
vourites after coming through 
a marathon four-hour clash 
with Jan-Lennard Struff to 
reach the second round late on 
Monday.

Alcaraz, whose four Tour-
level titles in 2022 are more 
than any other player on the 
ATP Tour, has been tipped for 
a deep run at Wimbledon after 
surging to seventh in the world 
rankings.

But the 19-year-old was on 
the brink of a stunning first-
round exit when he was taken 
to a fourth-set tie-break at 2-1 
down on Monday, eventually 
recovering to post a gruelling 
4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4 
win on No. 1 Court.

In his post-match me-
dia conference, the Spaniard 
reiterated last week’s claim 
that he is not one of the fa-
vourites to triumph in Lon-

don, although he said he could 
win the tournament if he plays 
to the best of his ability.

“I don’t feel the pressure 
because I don’t rank myself as 
one of the favourites to win this 

tournament,” Alcaraz said.
“Obviously if I play well, 

I have [the] level to win the 

tournament, but there are a lot 
more experienced players on 
grass. I don’t feel the pressure.” 

Alcaraz also conceded his 
grass-court game can still im-
prove as he hailed his tremen-
dous serving display - which 
brought him 30 aces, as the 
reason for his victory.

“I enjoyed [the match] a 
lot,” he added. “Great battle 
over four hours. For me, [to] 
play on grass is so beautiful. I 
like to play on grass.  “I would 
say my level on grass has to 
improve a little bit, but I’m 
happy with my level.

“I didn’t expect to move as 
well as I did. I mean, I played 
really well, I felt really well 
playing on grass and I still don’t 
know how I served [so well].

“This is probably my best 
match serving. This was a 
weapon that I used [and] that’s 
why I won – the serve, for sure.” 

Alcaraz will face Tallon 
Griekspoor in the second 
round after the Dutch player 
overcame Fabio Fognini in 
four sets on day one.

Alcaraz not feeling title pressure 
after surviving five-set battle

DPA
FRANKFURT 

MARIO Götze trained with 
Eintracht Frankfurt for the 
first time on Tuesday as 
around 1,000 greeted the Eu-
ropa League winners on their 
return for pre-season training.

World Cup winner Götze 
has returned to the Bundesliga 
after two years with PSV Ein-
dhoven, where he regained 
form after struggling to per-
form at Bayern Munich and 
Borussia Dortmund.

Götze said he was not feel-
ing pressure on coming back 
to Germany rather that he was 
“valued” which is “a positive 
thing.” “It speaks for what I’ve 
done in the last years,” he said.

The first training felt “very, 
very positive” according to 
Götze, who said he had chosen 
Frankfurt as Eintract offered 
an “overall good package,” 
also in terms of his private life.

But Götze, who scored the 
winning goal in the final when 
Germany beat Argentina to lift 
the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, 
played down a potential return 
to the national team.

“The most important thing 
for me is that I improve my-
self,” he said.

“Everything else is a long 
way away for me.

“The last international 
[appearance] was a few years 
ago. Currently it’s not a topic 
for me.” Lucas Alario, another 
prominent signing for Eintra-
cht from Bayer Leverkusen, 
was also part of the 22-player 
group working under the guid-
ance of coach Oliver Glasner. 
Fellow new signings Randal 
Kolo Muani and Jérôme On-

guéné were also present but 
Aurelio Buta wasn’t there fol-
lowing a knee operation.

Eintracht’s players who 
had international duty over 
summer, including goalkeep-
er Kevin Trapp, are expected 
back with the team on July 7.

Frankfurt begin the season 
in the German Cup away sec-
ond division Magdeburg on 
August 1 and open the Bundes-
liga against champions Bayern 
Munich four days later.

On August 10 they take on 
Champions League winners 
Real Madrid in the Super Cup 
in Helsinki.

Europa League winners 
Frankfurt resume training 

with new star Gotze

STATS PERFORM/DPA

TAKUMI Minamino has 
brought his Liverpool stay to 
an end by completing a move 
to Monaco. The Japan inter-
national signed for the Reds 
in January 2020 but was un-
able to establish himself as a 
first-team regular. During a 
two-and-a-half-year period at 
Anfield, Minamino scored 14 
goals in 55 appearances.

He helped Liverpool 
win their first Premier League 

title in the 2019-20 season, be-
fore playing his part in an FA 
Cup and EFL Cup double in his 
final campaign on Merseyside.

While the fee for his move 
to France has not been con-
firmed by either club, Monaco 
are reported to be paying €15 
million ($15.8 million), with 
an extra €3 million potentially 
forked out in bonuses.

Minamino has signed a 
four-year deal with Monaco, 
who finished third in Ligue 1 
last term.

Minamino ends Liverpool 
stay with Monaco switch

QATAR SPORTS CLUB’S  
TRAINING BEGINS IN SPAIN 

Sports 13Wednesday, June 29, 2022

The team and technical staff of Umm Salal club arrived in the city of Izmir in Turkey on Tuesday for a conditioning camp ahead of the Qatar Stars League new season 2022-23. The 
camp will be held till July 20 during which the team will also play friendly matches.

UMM SALAL REACH TURKEY FOR CONDITIONING CAMP AFC extends AFC Asian Cup 
2023 EoI deadline to July 15

AFC
KUALA LUMPUR

THE Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) has extended 
the deadline to receive Expres-
sions of Interest (EoI) from 
the AFC Member Associations 
(MAs) to host the AFC Asian 
Cup 2023 from the original 
date of June 30, 2022, to July 
15, 2022.

The AFC had issued an EOI 
invitation to the AFC MAs to 
host the AFC Asian Cup 2023 
on May 31, 2022. This fol-
lowed China PR’s decision to 

withdraw as hosts of the AFC 
Asian Cup 2023 and the con-
sequent mandate provided to 
the AFC Administration by the 
32nd AFC Congress 2022 to 
define the terms and require-
ments of an expedited bidding 
process to find a replacement 
host for the competition.

Following the conclusion 
of the bidding process, the 
AFC Administration will sub-
mit a report with its recom-
mendations to the AFC Ex-
ecutive Committee, which will 
then select the new host of the 
AFC Asian Cup 2023.

Qatar Sports Club’s defender Javi Martinez during a team training  
session in Alicante, Spain, on Tuesday.

Mario Gotze.

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz celebrates after winning against Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff in the first round on 
the first day of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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WORLD number one Iga 
Swiatek went into the record 
books in style as she won her 
36th match in a row with vic-
tory over Jana Fett on Centre 
Court.

Swiatek’s amazing streak, 
which goes back to February 
and has seen her win six tour-
naments, means it is the long-
est winning streak of the 21st 
century, overtaking Venus 
Willams’ record set in 2000.

The two-time French Open 
champion, a hot favourite for 
the SW19 crown, enjoyed the 
prestigious opening slot on 
Centre Court usually reserved 
for the defending champion 
and beat Croatian Fett 6-0, 
6-3.

Defending champion Ash-
leigh Barty’s retirement meant 
that Swiatek was given the 
honour of opening play on 
the main show court and she 
looked entirely at home, hand-
ing her opponent a 33-minute 
bagel.

This was the Pole’s first 

match since winning at Ro-
land Garros and Fett, who has 
had an active warm-up on the 
grass, threatened a comeback 
as she led 3-1 in the second set.

She had three break points 

to make it 4-1, but Swiatek es-
caped and that was the end of 
it, as the Pole quickly rattled 
off five games in a row to con-
tinue her invincible streak.

Number five seed Maria 

Sakkari made light work of 
Australian Zoe Hives, winning 
6-1, 6-4, but 14th seed Belinda 
Bencic is out, losing 6-4, 5-7, 
6-2 to Wang Qiang in a match 
carried over from Monday.

Swiatek’s winning run hits 36  
after clearing the first hurdle

Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns the ball to Croatia’s Jana Fett during their women’s singles match on the 
second day of 2022 Wimbledon Championships in London, on Tuesday. (AFP)

MANCHESTER United have made 
headway in negotiations with 
Barcelona over key summer target 
Frenkie de Jong. Erik ten Hag 
coached the 25-year-old at Ajax 
and feels the midfielder would be 
an important part of the rebuild 
he is undertaking at Old Trafford. 
United are understood to have 
made positive progress in talks 
with Barcelona and a deal of 
around 65million euros ($68.5 
million) plus add-ons has been 
lined up. There remains issues 
to iron out but the first signing 
of the Ten Hag era appears to 
be edging closer. Work is afoot 
to add more faces and some 
peripheral players are on their way 
out, with back-up goalkeeper Dean 
Henderson set to join Nottingham 
Forest on loan. Meanwhile, United 
teenager Zidane Iqbal has signed 
a new and improved deal at the 
club. The Mancunian of Iraqi 
and Pakistani heritage made his 
debut in December’s Champions 
League match against Young Boys 
and has signed a deal until June 
2025, with the option of a further 
year. “Delighted to have extended 
my stay at this wonderful club,” 
19-year-old Iqbal posted on Twit-
ter. “Alhamdulillah.”(PA Media/DPA)

Man Utd making 
progress in talks  
to sign de Jong

 Quick read



India survive Irish scare, capture series 
after thrilling four-run win in final T20I

ANI
DUBLIN

TOP knocks from captain 
Andrew Balbirnie (60), Paul 
Stirling (40) and Harry Tec-
tor (39) went in vain as India 
snatched the match from Ire-
land in the last over, winning 
the last-ball thriller by four 
runs here at The Village in 
Dublin on Tuesday.

With this, India have won 
the series 2-0. Ireland though 
will walk away with a lot of 
positives as they were in the 
match till the very last ball and 
gave India a scare of the life-
time with their batting. 

Chasing 228, Ireland were 
off a good start as the opener 
Paul Stirling hit the opening 
over of pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar for 18 runs, hitting him 
for 6,4,4,4.

Irish batters kept punish-
ing Indian bowlers, putting 
them under severe pressure, 
particularly Bhuvneshwar. 
The duo of Stirling and An-
drew Balbirnie brought their 
50-run stand in just 23 balls.

Spinner Ravi Bishnoi fi-
nally delivered the break-
through for India, dislodging 
the stumps of the danger man 
Stirling, who scored 40 off 18.

At the end of the power-
play in six overs, Ireland stood 
at a commanding 73/1 with 
Balbirnie (25*) and Gareth 
Delany (0*).

Umran Malik came to bowl 
the seventh over. Delany was 
run out for nought in Umran’s 
over thanks to a brilliant direct 
hit by Indian skipper Hardik 
Pandya.

This brought Harry Tector 
to the crease. Balbirnie sur-
vived a stumping on a Bishnoi 
delivery in the eighth over after 
the bowler bowled a no-ball.

Ireland crossed the hun-
dred-run mark in 9 overs. Bal-
birnie reached his 6th T20I 
fifty in 34 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, Ire-
land stood at 107/2, with Bal-
birnie (50*) and Tector (6*).

Harshal Patel came started 
the second half of the innings 
for India. Though Irish cap-
tain Balbirnie welcomed him 
with a six and a four, the pacer 
had the last laugh, dismissing 
the batter for a brilliant 60 off 
37 after he was caught by Bish-
noi at deep point. The promis-
ing 44-run stand with Tucker 
was finally over.

Wicketkeeper Lorcan 
Tucker was next on the crease. 
He took the chase forward 
with Tucker. The budding 24-
run stand was broken by Um-
ran Malik, who got his maiden 
international wicket. 

Chahal caught Tucker for 
just five while he was trying to 
hit the ball over Umran’s head.

This brought George Dock-
rell to the crease. The equation 
was down to 79 in the final six 
overs. Dockrell got two fours 
and a six in his first four balls.

At the end of 15 overs, Ire-
land stood at 164/4, needing 
62 in the last 30 balls. The 16th 
over bowled by Bhuvneshwar, 
who had an expensive spell in 
the powerplay, conceded ten 
runs, bringing down the chase 
to 52 runs needed in 24 balls.

Dockrell and Tucker kept 
batting well, bringing down 
the equation to 38 in the last 
3 overs.

Bhuvneshwar started the 
next over by breaking the 46-
run stand between Tector and 
Dockrell, by sending back Tec-
tor for a well-made 39 off 28 
balls after he was caught by 
Deepak Hooda at the long-on. 
At this point, half of the Irish 
team was back in the hut at 189.

The breakthrough brought 
the run chase down to 31 in 
the final two overs. Ireland 
crossed the 200-run mark in 
18.3 overs.

The equation was down 
to 17 in the last over. Umran 
Malik came forward to bowl 

the last over. Ireland finished 
their innings at 221/5. Malik 
managed to keep his nerves 
and complete his job for India, 
winning the game for his side 
by 4 runs.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Harshal Patel, Ravi Bishnoi 
and Umran Malik got a wicket 
each.

Maiden century by Deepak 
Hooda (104) and his 176-run 
stand with Sanju Samson 
(77) guided India to a massive 
227/7 against Ireland in the 
second and final T20I of the 
series at The Village in Dublin 
on Tuesday.

Batting first, India were 
not off a good start, losing Is-
han Kishan for just 3 after he 
was dismissed by medium-
pacer Mark Adair with help 
from wicketkeeper-batter Lor-
can Tucker.

This brought Deepak Hoo-
da to the crease, who joined 
the opener Sanju Samson.

The duo went for some 

big hits and maintained some 
good running between the 
wickets. At the end of the pow-
erplay in six overs, India was 
at 54/1 with Hooda (26*) and 
Samson (24*).

They soon reached their 
50-run partnership and 
switched their gears after this, 
punishing Irish bowlers more. 
Hooda brought up his maiden 
fifty in just 27 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, In-
dia stood at 97/1 with Hooda 
(50*) and Samson (42*). The 
ninth and tenth over bowled 
by Gareth Delany and Andy 
McBrine went for 15 and 16 
runs respectively.

The duo brought their 100-
run stand in just 55 balls. Sam-
son also brought up his first 
T20I fifty in 31 balls.

Between 10-15 overs, the 
duo brutalised the Irish attack, 
getting 80 runs within these 
five overs. Hooda in general 
was more dominant as a batter.

Ireland finally got a break-
through after Adair clean 
bowled Samson for a brilliant 
77 off 42 balls, ending the bru-
tal 176-run stand between the 
duo.

Hooda soon brought up his 
maiden T20I century in just 
55 balls, becoming the only 
fourth Indian to hit a century 
in the format.

Suryakumar Yadav, who 
was next at the crease after 
Samson’s wicket looked good, 
smashing two fours and a six, 
but was dismissed for 15 off 5 
by medium-pacer Josh Little 
after being caught behind by 
keeper Tucker. 

Wicketkeeper-batsman 
Dinesh Karthik was dismissed 
for a golden duck by medium-
pacer Craig Young. 
Scores: India 227/7 (Deepak 
Hooda 104, Sanju Samson 77, 
Mark Adair 3/44) beat Ireland 
221/5 (Andrew Balbirnie 60, 
Paul Stirling 40, Ravi Bishnoi 
1/41) by 4 runs.

ICC
LONDON

TRIBUTES have been pour-
ing in for Eoin Morgan after 
the former England captain 
announced his retirement on 
Tuesday.

Eoin Morgan called time on 
his 16-year international career 
earlier today. Having made his 
debut for Ireland in 2006, Mor-
gan went on to play for England 
and retires as one of their great-
est white-ball players. 

“After careful deliberation 
and consideration, I am here 
to announce my retirement 
from international cricket 
with immediate effect,” said 
Morgan.

“To call time on what has 
been without doubt the most 
enjoyable and rewarding 
chapter of my career hasn’t 
been an easy decision, but I 

believe now is the right time 
to do so, both for me, person-
ally, and for both England 
white-ball sides I have led to 
this point.

“I have been lucky 
enough to play in two World 
Cup winning teams, but I 
believe the future for Eng-
land’s white-ball teams 

is brighter than ever. We 
have more experience, more 
strength and more depth 
than ever before. I look for-
ward to watching on with a 

huge level of excitement.”
Morgan retires as Eng-

land’s leading run-scorer in 
ODIs. as well as their most 
successful captain in 50-over 
cricket. 

In 225 ODIs, the southpaw 
scored 6957 runs in 225 ODIs 
for England, including 13 cen-
turies. 

Before playing for England, 
Morgan represented Ireland as 
well, where he scored 744 runs 
in 23 matches at an average of 
35.42.

The 35-year-old has been 
credited for bringing about a 
revolution in white-ball cricket 
since taking over as England 
captain in 2015. 

Under his captaincy, Eng-
land famously won the 2019 
Cricket World Cup in front of 
their home fans at Lord’s. 

He was also a part of the 
2010 England squad that won 
the T20 World Cup in the Car-
ibbean. 

Since he announced his 
retirement, tributes have been 
flowing in from around the 
globe, praising the former cap-
tain for his immense contribu-
tion to the game.

England’s World 
Cup-winning 
captain bids 

adieu

‘Morgan changed the way people 
think and play the game’
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LEWIS Hamilton insists 
“archaic mindsets” need to 
change after it emerged for-
mer Formula One world 
champion Nelson Piquet used 
a racial slur towards the Mer-
cedes driver.

Reports in Brazil claim an 
interview conducted following 
the 2021 British Grand Prix 
has surfaced in which Piquet, 
69, uses an offensive expres-
sion aimed at Hamilton.

The Brazilian, who won 
the world title on three oc-
casions, is reported to have 
been discussing a collision 
between Hamilton and his 
rival Max Verstappen on the 
opening lap at Silverstone 
which saw the Dutchman re-
tire from the race.

Hamilton responded to the 
story coming to light by calling 
for action.

Seven-time world champi-
on Hamilton posted on Twit-
ter: “It’s more than language. 
These archaic mindsets need 
to change and have no place in 
our sport. I’ve been surround-
ed by these attitudes and tar-
geted my whole life.

“There has been plenty of 
time to learn. Time has come 
for action.” He had earlier 
tweeted in Portuguese “Vamos 
focar em mudar a mentali-
dade”, translated as “Let’s fo-
cus on changing the mindset”.

Formula One and Mer-
cedes were quick to condemn 
Piquet and offer support to 
Hamilton.

“Discriminatory or rac-
ist language is unacceptable 
in any form and has no part 
in society,” an F1 statement 
read. “Lewis is an incredible 
ambassador for our sport and 
deserves respect.

“His tireless efforts to 
increase diversity and inclu-
sion are a lesson to many and 
something we are committed 
to at F1.” Mercedes said in a 
statement: “We condemn in 
the strongest terms any use of 
racist or discriminatory lan-
guage of any kind.

“Lewis has spearheaded 
our sport’s efforts to combat 
racism, and he is a true cham-
pion of diversity on and off 
track.

“Together, we share a vi-
sion for a diverse and inclusive 
motorsport, and this incident 
underlines the fundamental 
importance of continuing to 
strive for a brighter future.” 
Hamilton’s team-mate George 
Russell tweeted: “Huge re-
spect to LH. He has done more 
for the sport than any driver in 
history, not just on track but 
off it.

“The fact that he and so 
many others are STILL hav-
ing to deal with this behaviour 
is unacceptable. We all need 
to stand together against dis-
crimination of any kind.”

Hamilton says  
‘archaic mindsets’ 

must change  
following Piquet slur

In this file photo taken on May 29, 2019, Brazilian former Formula One 
pilot Nelson Piquet (R), French former Formula One pilot Jean Alesi (C) 
and British Formula One pilot Lewis Hamilton (L) are seen during the 
funeral of late Austrian three-time Formula One world champion Niki 
Lauda at the Stephandsdom (St Stephen’s Cathedral) in Vienna. (AFP)

In this file photo taken on July 14, 2019 England’s captain Eoin Morgan celebrates with the World Cup 
trophy after the 2019 Cricket World Cup final against New Zealand at Lord’s in London. England’s World 
Cup-winning captain Morgan announced his retirement from international cricketon Tuesday. (AFP)

F1 AND MERCEDES  
CONDEMN RACISM  

Mercedes ‘cautiously optimistic’ ahead of Silverstone Grand Prix
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

MERCEDES are “cautiously op-
timistic” of competing at Silver-
stone with a car that, according 
to their chief technical officer, is 
“definitely on the mend.” 

It has been a difficult For-
mula One season for Mercedes, 
who sit third in the constructors’ 
standings, 116 points off pace-
setters Red Bull.

While new boy George 

Russell has performed well 
and sits fourth in the Drivers’ 
Championship with 111 points 
– 64 behind leader Max Ver-
stappen – seven-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton is 
down in sixth.

Hamilton has struggled to 
adapt to Mercedes’ new car 
and often been unable to hide 
his frustration with the vehi-
cle’s performance, though he 
did manage a third-place fin-
ish in Montreal last time out.

Third is the best Mercedes 
have achieved in any race in 
2022, with Russell achieving it 
in Spain, Azerbaijan and Aus-
tralia, and Hamilton clinching 
the final podium place in Bah-
rain as well as Canada.

Ahead of the British Grand 
Prix, Mercedes’ CTO James 
Allison believes the team are 
finding a way to be competi-
tive following two successive 
podium finishes.

He told Sky Sports: “Every-

one in our factory doesn’t dare 
say it, but we’re cautiously op-
timistic of having a more com-
petitive weekend than some of 
those we’ve had of late.

“I think some of the char-
acteristics of this circuit will 
suit the car. We don’t have a 
car capable of winning from 
the front yet. But I think as 
long as we can get the car 
tamed through Maggots Beck-
etts and around the faster of 
the corners, then I think we 

have a decent chance of a com-
petitive showing, and maybe 
if the Red Bulls stumble, who 
knows, but I’m hopeful of a 
better weekend.” 

When it was put to him 
that victory at Silverstone 
would be an emotional one, 
Allison quipped: “Absolutely, 
well I’d cry! “It’d be a fantastic 
thing. I’ve just got my fingers 
crossed that we’ll have a cred-
itable showing with a car that 
is definitely on the mend.”

Red Bull terminate contract 
of reserve driver for  

alleged racism
DPA

BERLIN

FORMULA One champion-
ship leaders Red Bull have 
terminated the contract its re-
serve driver Jüri Vips for alleg-
edly making a racist remark.

“Following its investiga-
tion into an online incident in-
volving Jüri Vips, Oracle Red 
Bull Racing has terminated 
Jüri’s contract as its test and 
reserve driver,” the team said 
on Tuesday.

Red Bull stressed that they 
“do not condone any form of 
racism.” Estonian Vips alleg-

edly made racist remarks in 
a stream on the internet plat-
form Twitch.

A Red Bull junior driver, 
Vips is a regular in Formula 
2 for the Hitech Grand Prix 
team and is currently seventh 
in the overall standings.

Hitech owner Oliver 
Oakes has previously said 
that Vips’ remarks “do not 
reflect Hitech’s values,” but 
has not commented about the 
driver’s future at the team so 
far.

Vips took part in a practice 
session at the Spanish Grand 
Prix in May with Red Bull.

India’s Deepak Hooda celebrates his century during the second Twenty20 International against Ireland at 
Malahide cricket club in Dublin on Tuesday. (AFP)
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PPCQ bids adieu to expat visual artist Shabbir H Siddiqui

THE Pakistani Professional 
Community Qatar (PPCQ) 
hosted a dinner at Pista-
chio’s Restaurant to bid 

adieu to Pakistani visual art-
ist Shabbir H Siddiqui, who 
left the country for good after 

spending more than 25 years 
in Qatar.

Siddiqui has carved a niche 
for himself by creating artworks 
using discarded and throw-
away materials. He has proved 
beyond doubt that discarded 

products can be re-used and 
put to good use by turning them 
into valuable art pieces.

Siddiqui started his profes-
sional career in Qatar in 1996 
while his journey of art and 
passion to transform ‘waste’ 

into ‘beauty’ began in the year 
2003.

Siddiqui’s artwork is in-
line with global movement 
towards sustainability, aware-
ness to protect environment 
and to combat global warm-

ing. He creates art models us-
ing waste papers, cardboard, 
old magazines, used plastic 
bottles and metal pieces as he 
considers these items as pre-
cious raw materials for creat-
ing beautiful pieces of art.

His artwork is influenced 
by Arabic and ancient art. 
Huge art models reflect Arabic, 
Iranian, Pakistani and Turk-
ish style with a contemporary 
touch. His art work has been 
recognised in Qatar and highly 

appreciated by art lovers. He 
has participated in many art 
exhibitions and events in Qa-
tar. Before his departure, he 
presented a ‘Jingle Truck’ and 
an Arabic coffee pitcher to the 
Pakistan embassy.

Shabbir H Siddiqui with members of Pakistani Professional Community Qatar at 
Pistachio’s Restaurant.

AAA Associates’ pavilion at Cityscape Qatar draws 
large number of visitors looking to invest in Pakistan

A 
LARGE number of 
potential investors 
visited AAA Asso-
ciates’ pavilion at 
the 10th edition of 

Cityscape Qatar held at Doha 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (DECC) recently.

The annual industry show-
piece, held under the patronage 
of Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani, was opened by Under-
secretary at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry HE 
Sultan bin Rashid Al Khater.

More than 60 exhibitors 
from Pakistan, Cyprus, Egypt, 
Turkey, the UAE, the UK and 
Qatar gathered at the expo to 
discuss the region’s real estate 
industry and unveil a variety of 
prominent development pro-
jects. 

AAA Associates, an emerg-
ing yet reliable entity in the 
business world, is one of the 
most trusted names in the real 
estate sector of Pakistan. Es-
tablished in 2015, AAA Asso-
ciates is a conglomerate that 
has expanded tremendously by 
working the sectors of real es-
tate, finance, media and charity 
organisations.

On the sidelines of the expo 
that showcased a vast array of 
diverse real estate opportuni-
ties aimed at local, regional and 
international investors, AAA 
Associates, in coordination 
with Pakistani Professional 
Community, hosted a presen-
tation and dinner for members 
of the Pakistani community at 
Marriott Marquis City Center 
Doha Hotel.

The event commenced with 
the recitation of Holy Quran 
and a welcome address by En-

gineer Arshad Hussain.
Managing Director of 

AAA Associates Lt Col (Retd) 
Shahzad Ali Kiani held an infor-
mal discussion on topics related 
to the real estate market and 
growth potential as an invest-
ment opportunity. He enlight-
ened the guests about the eco-
nomic prospects of investing in 
the thriving sector of real estate 
in Pakistan. 

“The commercial real estate 
sector’s boom, powered by the 
industry-friendly policies of the 
government, has given an im-
petus of economic growth like 
never before. Today, this sector 
is worth $4 billion and rapidly 
rising. Pakistan’s real estate sec-
tor is incredibly popular because 
it offers lucrative investment 
opportunities and attractive re-
turns to both local and foreign 
investors,” noted Kiani.

Briefing the community 
members, Kiani said AAA As-
sociates launched 12 projects 
out of which eight have al-

ready been completed in just 
a short span of seven years. 
AAA Associates enjoys a great 
trust among investors pri-
marily because of timely de-
liverance, acquiring land at 
the prime location of Bahria 
Town Rawalpindi-Islamabad, 
and designing and construc-
tion of state-of-the-art projects 
with unparalleled amenities. 
All projects are located in the 
prime localities of Pakistan, 
mainly in Bahria Town. 

AAA Associates is a house 
to various luxury brands and 
famous restaurants in Pakistan. 
Among the other projects that 
AAA Associates has completed, 
AAA Octa is the flagship project 
launched recently in the District 
Hub of Bahria Town, Rawal-
pindi which hosts a variety of 
premium features and facilities. 
Construction is progressing at 
a fast pace. Along with other 
luxury amenities, it offers de-
luxe facilities managed and op-
erated by The Pearl Continental 

Hotels. 
“AAA Octa’s popularity 

has grown immensely with the 
public and AAA Associates has 
decided to launch it in Bahria 
Town Karachi as well. Karachi, 
being the industrial and eco-
nomic hub of Pakistan, holds 
great significance. Karachi’s 
main real estate market re-
volves around Bahria Town Ka-
rachi,” said Kiani. 

Bahria Town is one of the 
most premium societies of Pa-
kistan both from a residential 
and investment point of view. 
The project is in Bahria Town 
Karachi, which is situated on 
the main Hyderabad-Karachi 
Highway. AAA Octa Karachi is 
a mixed-use retail commercial 
project that has retail and of-
fice spaces along with serviced 
apartments. The twin-tower 
project will also feature facili-
ties that will be managed and 
operated by a five-star hotel of 
Pakistan. 

“AAA Associates has a leg-
acy of delivering promises and 
an ever more glorious future 
as we believe in the timely de-
liverance of top-notch quality 
projects. The number of Paki-
stani overseas investing in the 
real estate industry in Pakistan 
is rising rapidly. One of the ma-
jor reasons for investment in 
Pakistan for expats is that Pa-
kistan is a renascent economy 
with a flourishing real estate 
sector. The real estate market 
is rapidly rising, giving un-
precedented rate of return on 
investment (ROI). With Paki-
stan’s likely exit from Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) grey 
list, this is the best time to in-
vest in the real estate market to 
secure your financial future,” 
noted Kiani.

Managing Director of AAA Associates Lt Col (Retd) Shahzad Ali Kiani with his team members at Cityscape Qatar.Managing Director of AAA Associates Lt Col (Retd) Shahzad Ali Kiani with members of the Pakistani community at Marriott Marquis City Center 
Doha Hotel.

The AAA Associates’ pavilion at the 10th edition of Cityscape Qatar held at Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre.

Lt Col (Retd) Shahzad Ali Kiani addresses commu-
nity members at Marriott Marquis City Center Doha 
Hotel.

A large number of Pakistanis attended the presentation hosted by AAA 
Associates.

Shabbir H Siddiqui, accompanied by members of Sohni Dharti forum, presents an 
Arabic coffee pitcher to Pakistani Ambassador HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah.

Jingle Truck prepared by Shabbir H Siddiqui at the Pakistan embassy, Doha.

Seeing the immense popularity of AAA Octa at Bah-
ria Town in Rawalpindi with the public, AAA Associ-
ates has decided to launch it at Bahria Town in Ka-
rachi, the industrial and economic hub of Pakistan
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Msheireb Museums & Naufar host expo
to shed light on substance use disorder

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

EXPRESSIVE paintings to 
shed light on the substance 
use disorder illness went on 
display at an art exhibition 
at Bin Jelmood House Lower 
Gallery on Tuesday.  

The exquisite expo titled 
‘Recovery Road’ is a collabo-
ration between Msheireb Mu-
seums, the cultural and tour-
ist destination at Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, and Naufar, 
the sanctuary for wellness and 
treatment of substance use and 
related behavioural disorders. 

The expo, which will con-
tinue for one month, marks 
the International Day Against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf-
ficking observed annually on 
June 26.

The exhibition raises 
awareness about addiction 

and mental health, and the 
reasons people develop ad-
diction through creative, hu-
man, cultural and artistic 
language. The artworks are 
done by 40 patients who ex-
press their feelings and emo-
tions through their paintings. 
Through their paintings, phy-
sicians can read the patients’ 
mental health, diagnose if 
there is any mental health is-
sue and walk with the patients 
through the treatment.

This is the first time that the 
artworks are being displayed 
outside Naufar with the aim to 
fight the stigma and miscon-
ceptions about addiction and 
mental health in the Qatari 
community through portraits 
and paintings created by pa-
tients during their Expressive 
Art therapy sessions. 

In addition, the ‘Recovery 
Road’ Exhibition provides the 

community with an opportu-
nity to engage in conversa-
tion around mental health 
and addiction. 

This exhibition is a part 
of a series of future collabora-
tions and engagements with 
Naufar on topics related to 
substance use and stigma. 
Msheireb Properties pays spe-
cial attention to the mental 

and psychological health of 
the community, and has also 
developed the Zulal Wellness 
Resort, the biggest and first of 
its kind in Qatar that follows 
a retreat that allows people to 
rebalance and rejuvenate in 
body, mind and spirit.

Exhibitions Manager at 
Msheireb Museums Fahad 
AlTurky said, “We are delight-

ed to host the ‘Recovery Road’ 
Exhibition that sheds the light 
on an important concern to 
humanity - addiction and men-
tal health. We believe that art 
is an important and effective 
medium to convey awareness 
messages and change the per-
ceptions of people positively. 

“We are confident that our 
collaboration with Naufar will 

succeed in accomplishing our 
objectives and enable our visi-
tors to interact and engage on 
this important subject. This 
is part of our continuous col-
laborations with the national 
entities to raise awareness on 
matters that are relevant to our 
community”.

For his part, Assistant 
Director-General at Naufar 
Dr Khalifa Al Kuwari praised 
Msheireb Museums for its ef-
forts to address humanity and 
societal issues that affect the 
Qatari community. 

“Substance use disorder is 
a serious health condition that 
can affect anyone, but it’s rare-
ly discussed as a mental health 
condition. When we under-
stand the root causes behind 
substance use disorder, we can 
encourage many individuals 
and their families to seek help 
early in their lives. Educating 
and enlightening the commu-
nity about the challenge that 
many families are facing can’t 
be accomplished by one entity 
by itself, but it can be accom-

plished when everyone works 
together, he said. 

“As community members, 
we all have a duty to support 
them and their families to over-
come social obstacles by recog-
nising that it is time to make 
treatment and recovery a reali-
ty for those who need it, and we 
hope it starts today,” he added.

The art exhibition features 
a collection of 40 diverse paint-
ings mostly on canvas and some 
on paper and glass that tell the 
stories of those impacted by ad-
diction as well as their recovery. 
These are depicted in three dis-
tinct sections - Reasons behind 
addiction, During the treat-
ment and After recovery.

Allowing the visitors to in-
teract with the theme, the Tree 
of Hope or the Wall of Hope 
will be set up, enabling them to 
leave a message of inspiration 
for individuals who were im-
pacted by addiction.

The ‘Recovery Road’ will be 
open during the working hours 
of the Museums from Monday 
to Saturday.

Qatar scientists at forefront of providing
personalised treatment of breast cancer

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

PRECISION medicine is pro-
viding new hope to patients 
and their families in Qatar by 
utilising international and lo-
cal medicine-based evidence 
with Qatar’s unique genetic 
profile as the basis for a pleth-
ora of studies. 

Speaking at the inaugural 
‘Women in Science: The Jour-
ney toward Precision Medi-
cine’ conference held by Sidra 
Medicine, a member of Qatar 
Foundation (QF), Dr Salha Bu-
jassoum, Senior Medical Oncol-
ogist at Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration’s (HMC) National Centre 
for Cancer Care and Research 
(NCCCR), provided frontline 
insights into how Qatar’s na-
tional research efforts and clini-
cal services have advanced and 
how collaborative efforts in Qa-
tar are improving survival rates 
and revolutionising treatment.

Breast cancer is a leading 
cause of cancer-related deaths 
worldwide, and the most com-
mon malignancy among wom-
en in Qatar, accounting for 31 
percent of cancer cases in wom-
en. The risk of women in the 
population developing breast 
cancer is 56 per 100,000.

Dr Bujassoum highlighted 
how researchers at HMC’s NC-
CCR, Sidra Medicine, Weill Cor-
nell Medicine – Qatar (WCM-
Q), a QF partner university, 
and other research hubs are 
employing precision medicine 
to transform the understanding 
of breast cancer prevention, di-
agnosis and treatment.

She said: “Precision medi-
cine is a strategy for disease 
treatment and prevention that 
considers individual variability 

in genes, environment, and life-
style – it’s about using genetic 
biomarkers to switch from one-
size-fits-all treatment to a per-
sonalised approach.

“Biomarkers are very im-
portant so we can apply sys-
temic treatment for high-risk 
patients, and with this we can 
improve survival. Survival is 
linked with early diagnosis and 
also the introduction of targeted 
treatment early on.

“Precision medicine aims 
for optimised tumour response 
to treatment combined with the 
preservation of organ function 
and, thus, quality of life. The 
concept of an individualised ap-
proach is not new in the field of 
breast cancer; however, recent 
advances in genomic medicine 
allowed more personalised ap-
proaches.”

A better understanding 
of breast cancer molecular 
sub-types is enabling doctors 
to reduce their reliance on 
chemotherapy, with its savage 
side-effects, and instead look to 
new options such as immuno-
therapy, which helps the body’s 
immune system to attack can-

cer cells, as well as hormone 
therapy and drugs that directly 
target the tumour.

Earlier this year, Sidra Med-
icine, in collaboration with QF’s 
Qatar Genome Programme – 
the largest genome project in 
the Middle East – published 
their study in The Lancet Oncol-
ogy regarding genetic variation 
in cancer-susceptibility genes 
in the Qatari population. The 
study reported a high degree of 
heterogeneity for cancer predis-
position genes and polygenic 
risk scores across ancestries 
in this population from Qatar, 
information which can inform 
the implementation of national 
cancer preventative medicine 
programs. Funded by QF, the 
study also involved WCM-Q 
and Qatar Computing Research 
Institute (QCRI), part of QF’s 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University.

Speaking on breast cancer 
prevention, she described how 
NCCCR launched its high-risk 
screening clinic in 2013 to ca-
ter to patients with a hereditary 
predisposition to breast and 
ovarian cancers, which was ex-
panded in 2016 to manage pa-

tients at high risk for other he-
reditary cancers.

“In terms of prevention, 
we are applying risk reduction 
strategies not only for the per-
son who has the relevant gene 
mutation but also members of 
their families, and we are doing 
this routinely,” Dr Salha said.

“The median age of diag-
nosis for our breast cancer 
patients is 47 years old and 
around 30 percent of cases are 
diagnosed below the age of 40 
years; young onset breast can-
cer is typically a more aggres-
sive disease than that experi-
enced by older women. 

“It’s true that we have a 
younger population with can-
cer, not only of the breast, but 
other cancer sub-types. Clearly, 
we need to intensify our re-
search targeting the younger 
population for a better under-
standing of the causes.”

Dr Salha emphasised that 
early diagnosis and better treat-
ment rested on a combination 
of effective clinical care, educa-
tion and research. She lauded 
the efforts of different institu-
tions within Qatar who have 
been collaboratively working 
with HMC in multiple research 
projects regarding precision 
medicine in breast cancer.

“The major risk factor for 
cancer in general is decreased 
physical activity, which creates 
obesity, and there is a growing 
body of research about the mi-
crobiome, as well as the link be-
tween Vitamin D deficiency and 
incidence of malignancy. So, we 
need to look to modifiable risk 
factors in our local communi-
ties and study these in our pop-
ulations and consider how we 
can decrease risk by modifying 
lifestyle,” she added.

Qatar National Library to host series of events on Arab cinema this summer
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR National Library will 
host an array of activities on 
Arab cinema for members 
of the public to participate 
during the summer period. 
Activities will include a lec-
ture on the evolution of ‘The 
Image of Arabs in Western 
Cinema and Press’, an inter-
active exhibition on the his-
tory of Arab cinema posters, 
and workshops for children 
to educate them about Arab 
cinema. 

The Children’s and Young 
Adults’ Library will be offer-
ing walk-ins for arts and crafts 
workshops, linked to Arab 
cinema, for children between 
5-12 years on 2 July 2022. In 
addition, the Library in col-
laboration with the Embassy 
of France in Qatar and the 
French Institute of Qatar will 

host a lecture to discuss the 
evolution of “The Image of 
Arabs in Western Cinema and 
Press” on 3 July 2022. In the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
the representation of Arabs 
in the nascent cinema was 
positive, as it revolved around 
the profile of the chivalrous 
Bedouin. The deterioration of 
this image is recent and dates 
back to the last quarter of the 
20th century at the turn of the 
1960s, as Arabs and Muslims 
progressively gained their in-
dependence from France and 
Great Britain.

The lecture will be given 
in Arabic with simultane-
ous English translation and 
will be delivered by Slimane 
Zeghidour, a journalist and 
researcher, who will give a 
detailed discussion on the 
history of the image of Arabs 
in Western cinema and press 
through to the present day. 

There will also be representa-
tions of archive images, film 
posters, maps, caricatures, 
and newspaper covers from 
the Heritage Library.

Commenting on the event, 
Stephane J. Ipert, Director 
of Distinctive Collections at 

Qatar National Library, said: 
“This lecture will provide 
participants with a deeper 
understanding of the West-
ern representation of Arabs 
in cinema and press and how 
this over the years has been 
distorted with fabricated ste-

reotypes.”
“The lecture also reflects 

the vision of the Library to 
enrich the culture of society 
and its knowledge of the his-
tory, achievements and arts 
of the Arab world. We hope 
that existing lovers of film 
and budding cinematogra-
phers will take part in this 
lecture and learn more about 
the fascinating world of Arab 
cinema and press and its 
representation in the wider 
world,” he added.

The Library will also host 
an interactive exhibition on 
the history of Arabic cinema 
posters, starting 4 July 2022 
and continuing throughout 
the summer. The exhibi-
tion will provide visitors with 
knowledge of the rich and di-
verse artwork of cinema post-
ers in the Arab world, which 
were used to attract moviego-
ers across the Middle East and 

North Africa. Visitors will also 
be offered guided tours of the 
exhibition.

In line with the theme 
of Arab cinema, a ten-part 
mini-course – an “Introduc-
tion to Film Studies” – will 
be held from 1 – 7 August 
2022, in collaboration with 
the Embassy of France in 
Qatar, the French Institute 
of Qatar and Doha Film In-
stitute. The course, deliv-
ered online by Richard Peña, 
Professor of Film and Media 
Studies at Columbia Univer-
sity, will introduce the major 
avenues of expression in the 
cinema, which include cin-
ematography, camera move-
ment editing, stage design 
and the arrangement of ac-
tors in scenes, editing strat-
egies, sound and narrative, 
with final sessions dedicated 
to participants’ analysis of 
two classical films. Mem-

bers of the public interested 
in participating can register 
on the DFI website (https://
my.dohafilminstitute.com/
events/detail/?id=42532).

Qatar National Library’s 
Heritage Library is home to 
an array of rare historical 
texts, manuscripts and arte-
facts, such as the Arab cinema 
archive collection. It offers re-
searchers, historians and the 
general public a fascinating 
look at the history of cinema 
and press and its development 
in the Arab world, as well as 
an overview of the beginnings 
of cinema in the region. 

The Library will continue 
to host a variety of fun and 
engaging events online, as 
well as in the Library building, 
throughout July and August. 
For a complete list of events, 
visit the Events page on the Li-
brary’s website (www.qnl.qa/
en/events).

Workshop by QCRI and UNDP
advances collective intelligence 
for sustainable development

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Social Computing Group 
at Qatar Computing Research 
Institute (QCRI), part of 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), brought together de-
velopment organisations and 
leading minds in data science 
from around the world for the 
Artificial Intelligence for Col-
lective Intelligence (AI4CI) 
workshop from June 12 to 14. 
AI4CI was jointly organised 
with the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) 
Accelerator Labs and UNDP 
Innovation in the Arab States. 

The workshop aimed to 
advance the UNDP’s efforts to 
leverage Collective Intelligence 
(CI) for sustainable develop-
ment, under the theme ‘Getting 
Smarter Together for People 
and Planet’. CI emerges when 
the data and insights of large, 
diverse groups of people are 
mobilized, often with the help 
of technology.

CI methods, such as crowd-
sourcing, citizen reporting, re-
mote sensing and increasingly 
AI, all offer new or uncommon 
data sources for research and 
analysis. By diversifying the 

ways in which development 
problems are understood, the 
data can reveal new insights, 
even potentially marking a 
move towards real-time intel-
ligence on issues such as pol-
lution.

QCRI’s lead role in hosting 
the AI4CI workshop stemmed 
from a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) signed 
with the UNDP in 2019, which 
formalized their long-standing 
collaboration. The focus of co-
operation is the UNDP’s Accel-
erator Labs initiative. The joint 
venture between the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development of Ger-
many and Qatar Development 
Fund aims to build a learning 
network around development 
challenges and supports 115 
countries. 

The workshop programme 
focused on strengthening the 
capabilities of UNDP Accel-
erator Labs to apply AI/data 
science to development chal-
lenges at national levels. Pres-
entations considered the lat-
est practices in ‘AI for Social 
Good’ while ‘Matchmaking’ 
workshops connected the chal-
lenges with solution holders to 
explore new data-driven ap-

proaches and collaborations. 
A hands-on ‘data innovation 
clinic’ focused on data tools 
such as Google Earth Engine 
for development work. 

After the workshop, Dr In-
gmar Weber, research director 
for Social Computing at QCRI, 
said: “Collective intelligence 
methods are evolving along-
side digital technologies and 
new tools are now available to 
leverage actionable and col-
lective intelligence. For QCRI, 
and all participants at AI4CI, 
it was an opportunity to ex-
change the latest research and 
technologies we are develop-
ing as individual institutions, 
but also how best to strengthen 
the partnerships that can help 
governments and development 
agencies such as the UNDP to 
tackle complex issues.” 

Gina Lucarelli, team lead-
er at the UNDP, added: “The 
AI4CI workshop was a great 
opportunity to engage and col-
laborate to advance artificial 
intelligence to get smarter to-
gether for people and the plan-
et. It has encouraged valuable 
exchanges on innovations that 
will help us catch up with the 
speed of sustainable develop-
ment change.”

The art expo aims to raise awareness 
about addiction and mental health




