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HE MINISTER OF SPORTS VISITS ASPIRE COMMAND CENTRE 

His Excellency Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali, Minister of Sports and Youth, visited the Aspire Command Centre for control of sports facilities on Monday. HE was informed about the objectives of the centre towards raising the level of operational efficiency of 
2022 World Cup stadiums, and to control and monitor all systems and safety of facilities. 
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EMMA Raducanu put her 
troubled build-up behind 
her as she marked her Cen-
tre Court debut by defeating 
Alison Van Uytvanck to reach 
the second round of Wimble-
don. The 10th seed’s partici-
pation in the tournament was 
in doubt until the weekend 
because of a side strain suf-
fered at the WTA Tour event 
in Nottingham three weeks 
ago.

Coupled with the huge 
attention on the US Open 
champion’s homecoming and 
a tricky opponent, this was 
a major test, but Raducanu 
passed it impressively by 
claiming a 6-4, 6-4 victory.

Centre Court was only half 
full when Raducanu took her 
first steps on it as spectators 
took a break following Novak 
Djokovic’s victory, but she 
received an enthusiastic wel-
come from those left.

While the 19-year-old had 
given an upbeat assessment of 
her fitness and mindset at her 
press conference on Saturday, 
the stresses of a match, par-
ticularly such a high-profile 
one, are inevitably different to 
practice.

But there were no early 
causes for alarm as Raducanu 
threw herself into serves and 
groundstrokes, missing two 
break points in the opening 
game but then saving three on 
her own serve as the first two 
games lasted a gruelling 17 
minutes.

Van Uytvanck was certain-
ly not the kindest draw Radu-
canu could have been given, 
with the 46th-ranked Belgian 
having won a grass-court title 
last weekend - albeit at sec-
ond-tier level - in Italy, while 
she upset defending champion 
Garbine Muguruza on her way 
to the fourth round in 2018.

Raducanu had managed 
just seven games before retir-
ing in Nottingham so negotiat-
ing this hurdle in any fashion 
was all that could be asked of 
her.

A couple of fizzing back-
hands, coupled with a poor 
volley and double fault from 
Van Uytvanck, gave Raducanu 
the first break in the seventh 
game.

She promptly dropped 
serve to love but then broke 
again and dug in at just the 
right moment to save two 

more break points and take 
the first set.

There were glimpses of the 
player who swept all before 
her in New York but Raducanu 
has discovered, like countless 
others before her, that being 
the hunted is a very differ-

ent proposition to being the 
hunter.

She missed six break 
points in the opening game of 
the second set and it looked 
like that might cost her when 
Van Uytvanck played two of 
the best points of the match to 

break for 3-1.
Back came Raducanu, 

though, breaking back to love, 
and another ill-timed double 
fault from Van Uytvanck on 
break point at 4-4 gave the 
teenager the chance to serve 
for the match.

Raducanu proved her-
self to be an excellent front-
runner at Flushing Meadows 
and a volley placed deftly into 
the open court on her second 
match point prompted a leap 
of delight from the British 
number one.

Raducanu records impressive 
victory on centre court debut

Britain’s Emma Raducanu returns the ball to Belgium’s Alison van Uytvanck during their women’s singles first round match on the first day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP) 

Britain’s Emma Raducanu’s mother, Renee Zhang, waves after her daughter won on the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, London, on Monday. (AFP)

Djokovic made to 
work by Kwon for 
place in round two

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic was made to 
work by Kwon Soon-woo for 
his place in the second round 
of Wimbledon as the reigning 
champion advanced with vic-
tory in four sets on Monday.

In the first match of this 
year’s tournament on Cen-
tre Court, which had its roof 
closed due to rain, Djokovic 
was pegged back at 1-1 but 
ultimately prevailed 6-3, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4.

The six-time champion 
has now won each of his past 
22 matches at the All England 
Club and will face either Tha-
nasi Kokkinakis or Kamil Ma-
jchrzak in the next round.

Djokovic had yet to play on 
grass in 2022 prior to his open-
ing clash with Kwon and he was 
far from his fluent best in the 
first two sets in particular.

Kwon earned the first 
break of the match in the third 
game with a glorious forehand, 
though Djokovic hit back with 
two breaks of his own to edge 
the opening set.

The world number 81 
earned the only break of serve 
in the fourth game of the sec-

ond set, with Djokovic squan-
dering three break points of 
his own in the following game.

However, the Serbian 
showed good signs of recovery 
- and some impressive shots 
around the court - by holding 
throughout the third set and 
breaking Kwon in the eighth 
game.

Kwon failed to take advan-
tage of two break points in the 
second game of the final set 
and it was plain sailing from 
that point on for Djokovic.

He completed the job in 
just under two-and-a-half 
hours and is the first male 
player in the Open Era with 80 
or more main draw wins in all 
four grand slam tournaments.

Data slam: Djokovic win-
ning streak continues Djoko-
vic may have slipped down to 
third in the ATP rankings after 
a disrupted campaign, and 
he was not at his best against 
Kwon, but he remains the man 
to beat at Wimbledon.

He is without defeat at 
SW19 since retiring in his 
quarter-final with Tomas 
Berdych in the 2017 quarter-
finals, with Monday’s victory 
his 80th in 90 matches in the 
tournament.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates winning on the first day of the 
2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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CAMERON Norrie hopes his 
new status as one of the lead-
ing names in tennis will earn 
him prime billing at Wimble-
don next round after dodging 
the rain in a straight-sets win 
over Pablo Andujar.

The 26-year-old is the 
highest-ranked British play-
er in the world and ninth 
seed but that was not enough 
to get him on a covered court 
for his opening clash.

Instead, he was first up 
on Court Two and was twice 
forced off court by the weath-
er before recording a 6-0 7-6 
(3) 6-3 victory over veteran 
Spaniard Andujar.

The second interruption 
came after Norrie had had 
three match points, and he 
needed just four minutes and 
six points on the resumption 
to complete the job.

He said: “I wasn’t too 
aware of it until someone 
shouted, ‘Come on, Cam, get 
it done before the rain’. Ob-

viously I was trying to get 
it done. Then I looked over, 
there was a huge grey cloud.

“After that I think I had 
one more match point. It 
would be nice to get it done 
earlier, but it is what it is. 
It’s tough. You’re there wait-
ing another hour, you’re on 
edge. 

“You know just had 
chances to finish the match.

“Could be in the show-
ers, could be eating. Just try 
to block that out and come 
out and focus. I came out a 
lot better the second time. 
It was nice to get it done in 
straight sets, for sure.” 

Andujar, 36, had won just 
three tour level matches in 
his whole career so this was 
certainly a draw Norrie could 
look to take advantage of.

The 26-year-old has be-
come the most dependable 
player in British tennis, win-
ning two more ATP Tour ti-
tles already this season and 
breaking into the top 10 for 
the first time, but he has 
yet to make it past the third 

round at a Grand Slam.
He raced through the 

first set in just 23 minutes 
before the first rain break, 
then fought back from an 
early break down in the sec-
ond to take it on a tie-break 
before moving ahead early in 
the third.

One of the perks of being 
a seed is having a place in the 
elite locker room, something 
Norrie is belatedly experi-
encing for the first time.

He said: “I thought last 
year after making the final at 
Queen’s, I think I was seeded 
28 or 26, I was like, ‘Oh, I 
made it to the seeded locker 
rooms’.

“I went to walk in there. 
The security guy was like, 
‘No, no, no, you’re not al-
lowed in’. It was the top 14 
seeds or something last year 
for maybe Covid reasons. 
I was like, ‘Wow’. I was so 
looking forward to doing it.

“It’s so good. Especially 
as they put my locker right 
next to Novak’s. I was asking 
him how Centre Court was, 

talking to him a little bit. 
Mostly all his stuff was in the 

way of mine. I was trying to 
get past him, try to get to my 

locker.
“It’s definitely a different 

feel coming in this year and 
being in that locker room, 
being around those players, 
having the chance to talk to 
them and see them around.” 

Norrie does not crave the 
spotlight but, having seen 
fellow Brits Emma Radu-
canu and Andy Murray both 
given Centre Court on Mon-
day, he is hoping he might 
step up for his second-round 
clash with another Spaniard, 
Jaume Munar.

“It would be nice to play 
on a show court, especially 
with the weather,” he said. 

“Centre Court and Court 
One have the roof so you 
know you’re guaranteed to 
play.

“I was really happy to be 
first on, get it going, kick it 
off. I would like to be on a 
bigger court, but I’ll play on 
any court. Court Two was 
great. I had a great support 
behind me today.”

Norrie starts Wimbledon campaign 
with rain-interrupted victory
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THE ATP and WTA decision 
to strip Wimbledon of rank-
ings points due to the banning 
of Russian and Belarusian 
players was “very disappoint-
ing”, given there was “no vi-
able alternative”.

That was the message from 
the All England Club’s chair-
man Ian Hewitt in an inter-
view with ESPN ahead of the 
third major of the year starting 
on Monday.

Numerous sporting and 
financial sanctions have been 
imposed on Russia for their 
ongoing invasion of neigh-
bouring Ukraine, with Saint 
Petersburg stripped of the 
right to host the Champions 
League final and Russia re-
moved from Qatar World Cup 
qualifying.

The All England Club fol-
lowed suit by confirming Rus-
sian and Belarusian athletes 
would not be permitted to 
play at this year’s champion-
ships, but the WTA and ATP 
responded by stripping the 
major of its ranking points.

Wimbledon’s organiz-
ers stuck with their decision, 
questioning the punishment 
from those governing bodies, 
and Hewitt says the ban was 
justified for reasons outside 
the sport.

“One was a route to con-
sider having personal declara-
tions from players and, frank-
ly, we did not think that was 
the right approach for a tour-
nament of our kind,” Hewitt 
said.

“We were not willing to 
put in jeopardy any safety of 
players, and we think that that 

route would have involved im-
plications for players’ safety or 
safety of their families, which 
really left no other viable alter-
native.

“But also, it was very im-
portant to us that Wimble-
don, given the profile that we 
have, should not be used in 
any way by the propaganda 
machine which we know the 
Russian government employs 
in relation to its own people 
and how their position in the 
world is presented, and that 
would be.

“We just would not coun-
tenance Wimbledon success 
or participation in Wimbledon 
being misused in that way.

“So as a result of the com-
bination of reasons, we were 
left with no viable alterna-
tive other than to decline en-
tries; we hugely regret the im-
pact on the individual players 
affected.  The punishment of 
Russian and Belarusian stars 
meant world number one Da-
niil Medvedev will not feature 
at the grass-court major, and 
neither will Andrey Rublev, 
ranked eighth in the world.

Women’s world number 
six Aryna Sabalenka was an-
other to miss out, alongside 
13th-ranked Daria Kasatkina 
and 20th-ranked Victoria Aza-
renka, but Hewitt stands by 
the call.

“In relation to the deci-
sion of the ATP and WTA to 
remove ranking points, yes, 
we are very disappointed with 
that, we believe it is a dis-
proportionate approach and, 
frankly, we believe it is more 
damaging to the interests of a 
large majority of players, and 
we regret that decision of the 
ATP and WTA,” Hewitt added.

Wimbledon boss claims ‘no viable 
alternative’ to Russia ban
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Britain’s Cameron Norrie returns the ball to Spain’s Pablo Andujar during their men’s singles match at 
Wimbledon Championships on Monday. (AFP)

The courts are covered as rain began to fall on the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimble-
don, southwest London. (AFP)

Men’s Singles
Novak Djokovic (SRB x1) bt Kwon Soon-woo (KOR) 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4
Thanasi Kokkinakis (AUS) bt Kamil Majchrzak (POL) 7-6 (7/5), 6-2, 7-5
Alejandro Tabilo (CHI) bt Laslo Djere (SRB) 7-6 (8/6), 6-2, 1-6, 4-6, 7-6 
(13/11)
Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO x22) bt Lukas Rosol (CZE) 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (8/6), 
3-6, 6-3, 6-3
Quentin Halys (FRA) bt Benoit Paire (FRA) 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Tim Van Rijthoven (NED) bt Federico Delbonis (ARG) 7-6 (9/7), 6-1, 6-2
John Isner (USA x20) bt Enzo Couacaud (FRA) 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 (7/3), 4-6, 
6-3, 7-5
Carlos Alcaraz (ESP x5) bt Jan-Lennard Struff (GER) 4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4
Casper Ruud (NOR x3) bt Albert Ramos Vinolas (ESP) 7-6 (7/1), 7-6 (11/9), 6-2
Ugo Humbert (FRA) bt Tomas Etcheverry (ARG) 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
Frances Tiafoe (USA x23) bt Andrea Vavassori (ITA) 6-4, 6-4, 6-4
Maximilian Marterer (GER) bt Aljaz Bedene (SLO) 4-6, 7-5, 6-4, 7-5
Alexander Bublik (KAZ) bt Marton Fucsovics (HUN) 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Dusan Lajovic (SRB) bt Pablo Carreño-Busta (ESP x16) 3-6, 6-4 - retired
Cameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt Pablo Andujar (ESP) 6-0, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3
Jaume Munar (ESP) bt Thiago Monteiro (BRA) 6-2, 6-4, 7-5
Tommy Paul (USA x30) bt Fernando Verdasco (ESP) 6-1, 6-2, 7-6 (7/4)
Adrian Mannarino (FRA) bt Max Purcell (AUS) 6-3, 7-6 (7/0), 4-6, 4-6, 6-4
Jiri Vesely (CZE) bt Federico Coria (ARG) 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7/3)
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina (ESP) bt Hubert Hurkacz (POL x7) 7-6 (7/4), 

6-4, 5-7, 2-6, 7-6 (10/8)
Women’s Singles
Marie Bouzkova (CZE) bt Danielle Collins (USA x7) 5-7, 6-4, 6-4
Ann Li (USA) bt Lucia Bronzetti (ITA) 6-1, 6-4
Maja Chwalinska (POL) bt Katerina Siniakova (CZE) 6-0, 7-5
Alison Riske (USA x28) bt Ylena In-Albon (SUI) 6-2, 6-4
Caroline Garcia (FRA) bt Yuriko Miyazaki (GBR) 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10/4)
Emma Raducanu (GBR x10) bt Alison Van Uytvanck (BEL) 6-4, 6-4
Angelique Kerber (GER x15) bt Kristina Mladenovic (FRA) 6-0, 7-5
Magda Linette (POL) bt Fernanda Contreras Gomez (MEX) 6-1, 6-4
Panna Udvardy (HUN) bt Tamara Zidansek (SLO) 6-4, 7-6 (7/1)
Elise Mertens (BEL x24) bt María Camila Osorio (COL) 1-6, 6-2, 4-2 - retired
Diane Parry (FRA) bt Kaia Kanepi (EST x31) 6-4, 6-4
Mai Hontama (JPN) bt Clara Tauson (DEN) 4-1 - retired
Katarzyna Kawa (POL) bt Rebecca Marino (CAN) 6-4, 3-6, 7-5
Ons Jabeur (TUN x3) bt Mirjam Bjorklund (SWE) 6-1, 6-3
Sorana Cirstea (ROM x26) bt Aleksandra Krunic (SRB) 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/1)
Elisabetta Cocciaretto (ITA) bt Martina Trevisan (ITA x22) 6-2, 6-0
Dalma Galfi (HUN) bt Maddison Inglis (AUS) 5-7, 6-3, 6-4
Kaja Juvan (SLO) bt Beatriz Haddad Maia (BRA x23) 6-4, 4-6, 6-2
Anhelina Kalinina (UKR x29) bt Anna Bondar (HUN) 4-6, 6-2, 6-4
Lesia Tsurenko (UKR) bt Jodie Burrage (GBR) 6-2, 6-3
Jule Niemeier (GER) bt Wang Xiyu (CHN) 6-1, 6-4
Anett Kontaveit (EST x2) bt Bernarda Pera (USA) 7-5, 6-1

Results (1st Round)

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom Vadym Volodymyrovych Prystaiko (L) and his wife Inna  
Prystaiko at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP)

Members of the public stand between courts as they attend the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Champi-
onships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP)

Jabeur cruises, 
targets top ranking

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

ONS Jabeur targeted becom-
ing world number one after 
making a confident start to 
her Wimbledon bid, having 
required just 53 minutes to 
record a straight-sets win over 
Mirjam Bjorklund.

Jabeur, who became world 
number two on Monday - the 
highest ranking ever achieved 
by an African player on either 
the WTA or ATP tour - raced 
to a 6-1, 6-3 first-round vic-
tory on No. 1 Court.

The Tunisian, who pre-
pared for her Wimbledon 
campaign by winning the Ger-
man Open earlier this month 
and playing doubles with 
Serena Williams at the East-
bourne International, will face 
Katarzyna Kawa in the second 
round on Wednesday.  

Ranking points are not on 
offer at the All England Club 
due to Russian and Belaru-
sian players being banned, 
but Jabeur is already looking 
further ahead, declaring after 
her opener that becoming the 
world’s top female player this 

year was her aim.
Asked whether she was 

hopeful of bettering her run 
to the last eight in SW19 last 
year, Jabeur said: “Yes, for 
sure, especially [after] today I 
achieved my highest ranking.

“It’s really amazing to be 
here, to come back to Wim-
bledon, to play on one of the 
greatest surfaces that I like, 
especially one that loves my 
drop shots and my slices, 
so I’m happy to be back and 
hopefully I’ll go further than 
the quarter-finals.

“It’s a great start for me. I 
want to go as far as I can this 
tournament and dropping 
four games is a start.

“In the beginning of the 
season, I was like number 10 
or number nine, and I said, ‘I 
belong in this ranking and I 
don’t feel I deserve to be five 
or four’.

“Now I feel like I deserve 
it even more. I feel like I won 
matches to prove myself on 
this level.

“I do feel more confident. I 
do feel like I deserve to be on 
this level. Hopefully next step 
will be number one.”

Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur returns the ball to Sweden’s Mirjam Bjorklund 
during their first round women’s singles match at Wimbledon in Lon-
don on Monday. Jabeur won 6-1, 6-3. (AFP)



beIN Media Group and FIBA announce partnership extension till 2025
DOHA

BEIN MEDIA GROUP, the 
global sports and entertain-
ment group (beIN), and the 
International Basketball Fed-
eration (FIBA) has announced 
an extension of their exist-
ing partnership that will see 
beIN SPORTS, beIN’s flag-
ship sports channel, continue 
to broadcast FIBA’s major 
international and continen-
tal events until 2025 in the 
Middle East and North-Africa 
(MENA).

beIN has been an official 
broadcast partner for FIBA 
since 2006, catering to the 
region’s love of basketball 
with extensive live coverage of 

competitions, including also 
women’s and youth compe-
titions as part of its flagship 
CSR initiative, beINSPIRED, 
that gives underrepresented 
sports and athletes the expo-
sure they truly deserve. 

This commitment will 
be showcased next month 
with the FIBA U17 Basket-
ball World Cup 2022 Finals 
in Spain, as well as the FIBA 
U17 Women’s Basketball 
World Cup 2022 Finals in 
Hungary.

beIN’s viewers will par-
ticularly enjoy the compre-
hensive coverage of games fea-
turing the teams from within 
the MENA region across FIBA 
Asia and FIBA Africa, includ-

ing the upcoming FIBA Bas-
ketball World Cup 2023 Qual-
ifiers tipping off on June 30 
and the FIBA Asia Cup 2022 
on July 12.

beIN SPORTS’s renewal 

with FIBA further enhances 
the global broadcaster’s place 
as one of the world’s largest in-
vestors in sports media rights, 
and one of the biggest sports 
broadcasters on the planet. 

This agreement follows beIN’s 
recent Roland Garros and AFC 
competitions renewals that 
were struck in MENA within 
the past year.

This means beIN’s ex-
pansive portfolio in MENA 
includes the FIFA World Cup 
until 2030, UEFA Champions 
League, UEFA Europa League 
and UEFA Europa Conference 
League until 2024 - includ-
ing rights to UEFA Women 
Champions League, Ligue 1 
until 2024, LaLiga until 2024, 
the NBA, Olympics and Wim-
bledon under long term agree-
ments, and many more.

Speaking about the new 
agreement, Mohammead Al 
Derham, Manager of Media 

Rights Acquisition-Sports, at 
beIN MENA, said: “We are 
delighted to continue our long 
partnership with FIBA for the 
next four years, bringing the 
joy of basketball across the 
MENA region and into the 
homes and establishments of 
so many - both avid and new 
basketball fans.” 

Frank Leenders, Director-
General of FIBA Media and 
Marketing Services, said: “We 
are very happy to continue 
this partnership and further 
extend the visibility of our in-
ternational events for basket-
ball fans over the next coming 
years in the MENA region.

“With an incredible list 
of exciting events coming 

up this summer including 
the FIBA Basketball World 
Cup 2023 Qualifiers window 
this month and the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World 
Cup 2022 in September, this 
partnership with beIN will 
provide viewers with unprec-
edented coverage and access 
to FIBA competitions in the 
years to come.” 

The upcoming FIBA Bas-
ketball World Cup 2023 Asian, 
African and European Quali-
fiers will be on beIN SPORTS 
PREMIUM 1, beIN SPORTS 
PREMIUM 2 and beIN 
SPORTS PREMIUM 3 start-
ing from Thursday 30 June, 
with Arabic commentary from 
beIN’s basketball experts.

PA MEDIA/DPA
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FORMULA One says it is “rac-
ing towards” its target of mak-
ing the sport net-zero carbon 
by 2030 following the an-
nouncement of new branding 
to promote the environmental 
drive from the British Grand 
Prix onwards.

It was announced in 2019 
that F1 was aiming for net-ze-
ro as efforts to improve sus-
tainability were ramped up.

That also includes a plan 
to have a 100 per cent sus-
tainable fuel by 2026, when 
the next era of hybrid engines 
will be introduced.

The development of the 
fuel is likely to have an im-
pact on the transportation 
sector, while F1 has also re-

vealed other ambitions ahead 
of the sport’s return to Silver-
stone this weekend. 

They include regionalis-
ing the race calendar to more 
efficiently travel as the num-
ber of events across a season 
continues to grow.

In 2021, F1 delivered its 
first-ever carbon-neutral 

broadcast of a race weekend 
at the British Grand Prix.

This year at Silverstone, 
the aim will be to further pro-
mote the 2030 project and 
to mark the “huge strides” 
towards achieving those tar-
gets.

“Through new branding, 
our Net-Zero Carbon by 2030 

messaging will have a strong 
presence around the pit and 
paddock throughout the sea-
son so our ambition is eas-
ily recognisable within the F1 
community and beyond,” an 
F1 statement read.

“With eight years to go, 
we are racing towards our 
target and aiming to show the 

next generation of fans how 
innovation and teamwork 
can tackle the challenges of 
our time.” 

Other steps to become 
net-zero carbon have includ-
ed remote broadcast opera-
tions and transitioning to 100 
per cent renewable energy in 
the sport’s offices.

Formula One ‘racing towards’ 
2030 net-zero carbon target

QFA
DOHA

FIFA has officially approved 
the use of the Video Assistant 
Referee “VAR” in all compe-
titions of the Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) after the 
success of involving the video 
assistant referee in full com-
petitions for three consecutive 
seasons.

The success story of the 
last three seasons gives QFA 
the authority to continue to 
apply this mechanism in the 

future after it acquired an of-
ficial status from FIFA.

This decision has been 
announced following a letter 
sent by FIFA to QFA which 
noted Qatar has successfully 
conducted the use of VAR for 
three full seasons and can do 
so in the future also.

The FIFA Refereeing De-
partment expressed its thanks 
and appreciation to QFA and 
the VAR team for the fruit-
ful cooperation over the past 
years and the success in using 
the video technology.

FIFA approves use 
of VAR in Qatar 
competitions

The Qatar Chess Association will hold a local open blitz chess tour-
nament at QCA’s training center hall, amid a large participation of 
players, on Thursday.

QCA open blitz championship 
to be held on Thursday

QNA
DOHA

THE Qatar Chess Association 
(QCA) has announced that it 
will organize the second edi-
tion of the local open blitz 
chess tournament to be held 
on Thursday at QCA’s training 
center hall, amid a large par-
ticipation of players.

The tournament will be 
held according to the Swiss 
system of seven rounds, five 
minutes + 3 seconds per move. 

QCA said entries have been 
received through  https://2u.
pw/yLYys the link for registra-
tion which confirms the desire 
of players to participate in the 
tournament. 

It is worth noting that the 
last edition was won by Alge-
rian Jamal Ferhi while Mau-
ritanian Sidi Boudia was the 
runners-up.

Yousef Muhammad Al 

Mutawa, Secretary-General 
of QCA stressed that hold-
ing such events is part of the 
federation’s strategy aimed at 
spreading the culture of chess 
in society and expanding the 
base of the game with the aim 
of building a generation aware 
of the skills of chess.

He added: “It is expected 
that the competitions will 
witness great excitement 
among the competitors, and 
we wish everyone success. 
The large number of entries 
have encouraged us to con-
tinue organizing these local 
tournaments on a monthly 
basis.

“The players of the Qa-
tari national teams have pre-
sented good levels during the 
last edition in addition to the 
emergence of several new tal-
ent and we aspire to hold more 
open tournaments in the fu-
ture as well.”

QATAR SPORTS CLUB FOOTBALL TEAM ARRIVES IN ALICANTE, SPAIN 

The Qatar Sports Club football team arrived in the Spanish city of Ali-
cante for a preparatory camp ahead of the new season 2022-2023. 
The team camp, led by Moroccan coach Youssef Safri, will continue 
for three weeks, from June 26 to July 17. The club said in a statement 
on its official website that the camp includes a number of preparatory 
matches, with the aim of preparing the team in the best possible way 
for the start of the new football season. In addition to the two new 
local players have joined the team recently in goalkeeper Sata Abbasi 
(from Al Arabi club), and Talal Mounir, player of the Qatari Olympic 
team from Al Shamal club.

Al Rayyan to train in Eindhoven, 
Netherlands ahead of new season

QNA
DOHA

AL Rayyan club has an-
nounced that it will start its 
preparatory camp on July 6 in 
Eindhoven, the Netherlands, 
and which will continue till 
July 24 as part of prepara-
tions for the new football sea-
son 2022-2023 and the QNB 
Stars League.

The technical staff, led by 
Chilean coach Nicholas Cor-
dova, has decided to play a 
number of friendly matches 
during the camp to deter-
mine players’ physical and 
technical levels and to raise 
the level of harmony among 
the players.

Al Rayyan team contin-
ues its daily training in order 
to reach the best readiness 

before traveling to the Neth-
erlands.

The club had announced 
that Cordova would continue 
to lead the team during the 
new season, and he is cur-
rently leading the team’s 
training with the presence 
and participation of players 
available at the present time 
before traveling for the over-
seas conditioning camp.

LAFC hoping to form ‘long-term partnership’ with new signing Bale
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

LOS Angeles FC are hoping 
their signing of Gareth Bale 
will prove a “long-term part-
nership.” Wales international 
Bale revealed on Saturday he 
had agreed to join the Major 
League Soccer club following 
his release by Real Madrid.

The 32-year-old had been 
looking for a new club to 
maintain his fitness ahead of 
the World Cup later this year.

Making LAFC’s first official 
comment on the deal, co-pres-
ident John Thorrington did 
not discuss the length of Bale’s 
contract but expressed confi-
dence it would go beyond this 
winter’s tournament in Qatar.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Sunday, Thorrington 
said: “I’d love to get into specif-
ics but, as policy, I don’t.

“What I can tell you is that 
LAFC and Gareth are hoping 
that this is a long-term part-
nership and step for Gareth 
and his family.

“It was never about six 
months just for the World 

Cup. We were always talking 
about longer term than that. 
That was very clear from Ga-
reth and his representative.

“Obviously we expect him 
to be a top, top player for us 
and in this league, but we will 
do so sensibly.

“When Gareth is looking 
at what he needs to do, his 
priority will be at LAFC, we 

are absolutely sure of that, but 
we’re not naive to the fact that 
he, like some other players of 
ours, have a World Cup on the 
horizon.”

Bale is due to arrive in Los 
Angeles in the coming weeks 
and has been pencilled in for 
a potential debut against lo-
cal rivals LA Galaxy early next 
month.
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ENGLAND Test team began 
the Stokes-McCullum era with 
a dominant clean sweep over 
New Zealand, with powerful 
knocks from Joe Root (86*) 
and Jonny Bairstow (71*) 
guiding the hosts to a thump-
ing seven-wicket win over the 
Kiwis in the final Test at Head-
ingley in Leeds on Monday.

England were at their 
dominant best in the match. 
Though New Zealand set a 
challenging 296 runs to win, 
the English batters responded 
with some beautiful hitting, 
sealing the match by seven 
wickets and the series 3-0. 

Chasing 296, England was 
not off the finest start, opener 
Alex Lees was run out for just 
9 at the team’s score of 17. Zak 
Crawley and Ollie Pope re-
sumed the chase for England. 
Their promising stand was cut 
short at 34-runs after Crawley 
was dismissed for 25 by spin-
ner Michael Bracewell after 
being caught by skipper Kane 
Williamson.

From then on, Ollie Pope 
and Joe Root took complete 
control of England innings. 
The duo hit the bowlers 
around the park. Pope and 
Root continued their good run 
in the series, getting to their 
half-centuries.

The 134-run stand be-
tween the duo ended after 
Southee clean bowled Pope for 
82 off 108 with 12 fours.

With England 185/3, 
The duo of Root and Jonny 
Bairstow was at the crease. 
Root kept one end steady 
while Bairstow continued his 
explosive run in the second 
innings as well, bringing his 

half-century in just 30 balls.
The duo stitched a quick-

fire 111-run stand, earning 
their side a seven-wicket win, 
with Root (86*) and Bairstow 
scoring an explosive 71 off just 
44 balls.

Earlier in the third in-
nings, New Zealand were bun-
dled out for 326. 

The duo of Daryl Mitchell 
(56) and wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Tom Blundell (88*) once 
again shined for the Kiwis. 
Tom Latham also scored a 
valuable 76.

Spinner Jack Leach was 
the star for England with the 
ball, taking 5/66 while me-
dium-pacer Matty Potts also 
shined with a brilliant 3/66. 
With this, New Zealand gained 
a 295-run lead, giving English 
a target of 296 runs to com-
plete the clean sweep.

In the second innings, Eng-
land had scored 360/10. Jon-
ny Bairstow struck a delight-
ful 162 while debutant Jamie 
Overton stole the show with 
a brilliant 97, stitching a vital 
241-run stand with Bairstow 
which revived England’s for-
tunes in the match after Boult 
reduced them to 55/6 initially.

The pace duo of Trent 
Boult (4/104) and Tim South-
ee (3/100) shined for the Kiwis 
in the second innings. But at 
this point, England had gained 
a 31-run lead in the match.

In the first innings, elected 
to bat first, New Zealand post-
ed 329 runs on the board. The 
Mitchell-Blundell duo once 
again took Kiwis out of trou-
ble, stitching a 120-run stand. 
Mitchell finished with 109 and 
Blundell scored 55. Captain 
Kane Williamson (31) and Tim 
Southee (33) posted other no-
table contributions.

Spinner Jack Leach stole 
the show in the first innings 

as well, taking 5/100. Stuart 
Broad also took a great 3/62.

Jack Leach was adjudged 
as the ‘Man of the Match’ for 

his brilliant 10-wicket haul. 
Joe Root was named as the 

Man of the Series. He scored 
396 runs in the series.

England’s captain Ben Stokes (C) holds up the series trophy at the presentation ceremony as England players celebrate after play on day 5 of the third cricket Test match between 
England and New Zealand at Headingley Cricket Ground in Leeds, northern England, on June 27, 2022. England won the Test by 7 wickets, and the series 3-0. (AFP)

Dominant England sweep home series 3-0

ICC.COM 
LONDON

WITH Rohit Sharma seeming-
ly a doubt for the high-stakes 
upcoming Test between India 
and England, India have a 
captaincy conundrum.

Rohit tested positive for 
COVID-19 during the warm-
up game against Leicester-
shire, missing the second in-
nings of the match.

There is hope in the Indian 
team management that he will 
recover in time for the Test on 
July 1, but should he fail to do 
so, India will have a captaincy 
conundrum, with vice-captain 
KL Rahul also ruled out of the 
clash.

On Monday, India called 
up Mayank Agarwal, the open-
er, to join the squad in Bir-
mingham as cover for Rohit. 

The series is vital for both 
sides, with the series on the 
line as well as crucial ICC 
World Test Championship 
points up for grabs.   

The Indian squad still  
has a few members in their 
ranks who can step up to fill 
the void. 

A look at a few of those  
candidates: 
Jasprit Bumrah
If Bumrah is indeed tasked 
with leading the side, it will be 
a historic moment for Indian 
cricket. Bumrah will become 
the first pacer since Kapil Dev 
to captain an Indian unit in the 
longest format. That’s a gap of 
three decades. 
Bumrah has risen through the 
ranks in Indian cricket and is 
now a member of the leadership 
group. He was earlier named 
vice-captain during India’s tour 
of South Africa during the ODI 
series, with KL Rahul leading 
the side in Rohit Sharma’s 
absence. He was also the 
vice-captain during the Test and 
T20I series against Sri Lanka, 

serving as Rohit’s deputy. 
Captaining the side though will 
still be a big task nonetheless 
for Bumrah, who has so far 
played 29 Tests at the inter-
national level. He is yet to don 
the leadership hat for India in 
any format, and has also not 
captained a side in the IPL.
The rising star is being groomed 
as a future captain by the Indian 
team management. He has also 
had plenty of leadership experi-
ence in the IPL, leading the 
Delhi Capitals for two seasons. 

Rishabh Pant
Pant recently had his first taste 
of captaincy in international 
cricket during the five-match 
T20I series at home against 
South Africa. It wasn’t the most 
auspicious of starts for Pant, as 
India lost the first two con-
tests of the series. The team 
regrouped though, winning the 
next two matches before rain 
led to a no-result in the fifth 
match in Bengaluru. 
Pant’s natural aggressive 
instincts could come in handy 
as a leader, with India going for 
the hunt in the fifth match in a 
series they are already leading 

2-1. It now remains to be seen 
whether the team management 
tasks him with the responsibility 
in a high-stakes Test. 
An outside bet, but what a 
story it would be if India were to 
clinch a historic series victory 
under the leadership of the man 
who started it all. Kohli gave 
up the captaincy in the longest 
format after a 2-1 series defeat 
in South Africa. But there is no 
questioning the pedigree of his 
leadership. 

Virat Kohli
Under his guidance, India 
scaled new heights in Test crick-
et, becoming the No.1 ranked 
side in the world and reaching 
the final of the inaugural ICC 
World Test Championship. Kohli 
is India’s most successful cap-
tain in the longest format, with 
India winning 40 out of the 68 
matches under his leadership – 
a win percentage of 58.82. 
Whether Kohli remains keen on 
donning the captaincy hat again 
remains to be seen. But India 
could do much worse than task-
ing the responsibility to a man 
under whose guidance they took 
a 2-1 lead in the series.

Bumrah, Pant among candidates for India 
captaincy if Rohit misses England Test

ANI
COLOMBO

SRI Lankans will stand to at-
tention in a fitting salute to all-
time cricketing great Austral-
ian spin wizard Shane Warne 
when the first Test between Sri 
Lanka and Australia gets un-
derway on June 29 at the Galle 
International Stadium.

Sri Lanka Cricket’s (SLC’s) 
noble gesture to dedicate the 
first Test to the memory of 
Warne, will indeed be a mov-
ing solemn occasion that will 
kindle stirring memories of 
Warne who died prematurely 
at the age of 53 of a heart at-
tack on March 4 this year 
while holidaying in Thailand. 

“The Sri Lankan cricket 
establishment’s gesture is one 
of recognising Warne as a true 
friend of Sri Lanka who came 
to the country’s aid during the 
2004 Tsunami devastation by 
personally flying over and vis-
iting affected areas and mak-
ing generous donations espe-
cially to homeless cricketers 
families. 

“This writer had the privi-
lege of having a word with 
the legend on that occasion 
when he visited the Moratuwa 
Cricket Stadium where sev-
eral teenage cricketers were 
lined up in a guard of honour. 
He did voice that he was con-
cerned about the welfare of Sri 
Lankans affected and as much 
saddened by the devastation 

of the Galle Stadium,” SLC in 
a statement said.

For Galle was the venue 
where the Australian great 
became the first bowler in test 
cricket history to take 500 
wickets. Therein, this June 
29 will surely evoke moving 
memories of Shane Warne, the 
unrelenting cricketing war-
rior in the middle who gave no 
quarter nor asked for any, but 
who proved to be a true friend 
to his adversaries off the field 
in time of distress.

Indeed Warne, by his mag-
nanimous act did signify that 
the game of cricket transcend-
ed beyond the boundaries of 
competition. It has been rec-
ognised by Sri Lanka Cricket 
by its decision to pay tribute 
to Warne posthumously by 
dedicating the Galle Test in 
memory of the great.

Born Shane Keith Warne 
on September 13, 1969, the 
Australian went on to turn the 
art of spin bowling on its head 
by taking it to a new level. 

Among his most famous 
wicket taking deliveries was 
the arm ball that stood him 
out. He claimed a record 708 
Test wickets from 145 appear-
ances and 293 ODI wickets 
from 194 games.

Warne is also remembered 
as perhaps the most colour-
ful personality the game has 
produced by his outgoing 
approach and his endearing 
chuckle and a big grin.

Sri Lanka Cricket to 
dedicate Galle Test 
in memory of Warne

ROACH HONOURED, WINDIES WIN TEST BY 10 WICKETS 

Sports 15Tuesday, June 28, 2022

New Zealand 1st Innings 329 (D Mitchell 109, T Blundell 55; 
J Leach 5-100, S Broad 3-62)
England 1st Innings 360 (J Bairstow 162, J Overton 97; T 
Boult 4-104, T Southee 3-100)
New Zealand 2nd Innings 326 (T Blundell 88 no, T Latham 
76, D Mitchell 56; J Leach 5-66, M Potts 3-66)
England 2nd Innings (target: 296, overnight 183-2)
A. Lees run out (Williamson/Boult)  9

Z. Crawley c Williamson b Bracewell  25
O. Pope b Southee  82
J. Root not out  86
J. Bairstow not out  71
Extras (b13, lb8, nb2)  23
Total (3 wkts, 54.2 overs, 244 mins)  296
Did not bat: B Stokes, S Billings, J Overton, M Potts, J Leach, S 
Broad

Note: England’s Sam Billings a Covid-19 replacement for wick-
etkeeper Ben Foakes
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Lees), 2-51 (Crawley), 3-185 (Pope)
Bowling: Boult 12-2-65-0; Southee 19-5-68-1; Bracewell 
15.2-0-109-1; Wagner 8-2-33-0 (2nb).
New Zealand: Tom Latham, Will Young, Kane Williamson (capt), 
Devon Conway, Henry Nicholls, Daryl Mitchell, Tom Blundell 
(wkt), Michael Bracewell, Tim Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult

Result: England won by seven wickets
Series: England win three-match series 3-0
Player of the Match: Jack Leach (ENG); England player of the 
series: Joe Root; New Zealand player of the series: Daryl 
Mitchell; Toss: New Zealand
Previous Results
Jun 2-5: 1st Test, Lord’s: England won by five wickets
Jun 10-14: 2nd Test, Trent Bridge: England won by five wickets.

SCOREBOARD

Sir Curtly Ambrose (L) presents Kemar Roach of West Indies with a shirt 
for taking 250 Test wickets at Darren Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, 
Saint Lucia, on Monday. West Indies went on to win the second Test by 
10 wickets on Monday. Bangladesh, 132 for 6 overnight, were bowled 
out for 186 leaving the hosts to knock off 13 runs to complete the 
formality.  Roach took three wickets to move to 252 wickets in his 73rd 
Test for West Indies. Bangladesh opener Tamim Iqbal was caught behind 
to give Roach his 250th wicket. Roach is now the sixth-highest Test 
wicket-taker for West Indies. Another quick, Courtney Walsh, tops that 
list with 519 wickets in 132 matches. Scores: Bangladesh 234 & 186 
lost to West Indies 408 & 13-0 by 10 wickets. (AFP)

Match officials Gregory Brathwaite (L), Joel Wilson (2L) and Richard Illingworth (3L) inspect the pitch 
after rain delayed the start of the 4th day of the 2nd Test between Bangladesh and West Indies at Darren 
Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia, on Monday. (AFP)

Rohit Sharma on Instagram  
on Monday.

Quick Step-Alpha Vinyl duo 
Mark Cavendish and Julian 
Alaphilippe have missed out on 
selection for the Tour de France.
Cavendish equalled the all-time 
record for stage wins at the 
Tour last year, matching Eddy 
Merckx’s tally of 34 victories - 
which had stood since 1975.
The Manxman looked to have 
boosted his hopes of making 
the eight-man team by triumph-
ing at the British National Road 
Championship on Sunday, hav-
ing featured at the Giro d’Italia 
for the first time in nine years.
But Fabio Jakobsen has a 
superior record in sprints this 
season, with 10 wins compared 
to Cavendish’s five, and the 
Dutchman has got the nod for 
Le Tour, which starts in Copen-
hagen on Friday.
Kasper Asgreen, Andrea Bagioli, 
Mattia Cattaneo, Tim Declercq, 
Mikkel Honore, Yves Lampaert 
and Michael Morkov are the 
other seven riders to be picked.
Cavendish and Florian Senechal 
were named as first-reserve rid-
ers on Monday, while Alaphilippe 
was not included. (DPA)

Cavendish and 
Alaphilippe miss out 
on Tour de France 
selection
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