
Fajr: 3:15 am   Dhuhr:  11:37 am
Asr:  3:00 pm    Maghrib: 6:30 pm 
Isha:  8:00 pm

TUESDAY
JUNE 28, 2022

DHUL QADAH 29, 1443
VOL.15   NO. 5609  QR 2

DUSTY

HIGH : 42°C
LOW : 34°C

World 8
More than 40 Ukrainian soldiers  
killed in Mykolaiv attack: Moscow

Business 9
Qatar’s industrial production up  
3.8% as mining output grows

Sports 12
Raducanu records impressive victory  
on centre court debut

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani with Am-
bassador of the Republic of the Philippines HE Alan L Timbayan, who called on HH the 
Amir to greet him on the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country, at the Amiri 
Diwan on Monday. HH the Amir granted Al Wajbah Decoration to the ambassador in 
appreciation of his role in contributing to enhancing the bilateral relations, wishing 
him success in his future missions and the relations between the two countries further 
progress and prosperity. For his part, the ambassador expressed his thanks and ap-
preciation to HH the Amir and to state officials for the cooperation he received  during 
his work in the country. (QNA)

AMIR GRANTS PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR 
AL WAJBAH DECORATION 

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani and President of the Re-
public of Malta Dr George Vella 
hold official talks at the Amri Di-
wan on Monday.

During the talks, the two sides 
discussed the bilateral relations 
between the two friendly countries 
and the ways of supporting and 
developing these relations, par-
ticularly in investment, education, 
culture and tourism spheres. The 
two sides also discussed a range of 
regional and international issues 
of common interest.

The talks were attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani, Chief of the Amiri Diwan 
HE Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrah-
man Al Thani, Minister of Finance 
HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari, Min-

ister of Sports and Youth HE Salah 
bin Ghanem Al Ali, Minister of Ed-
ucation and Higher Education HE 
Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nu-

aimi and Minister of Culture HE 
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad 
Al Thani.

From the Maltese side the 

Minister of Finance and Employ-
ment Clyde Caruana and Minister 
of Education, Sport, Youth, Re-
search and Innovation Dr Clifton 
Grima attended the talks. 

HH the Amir hosted a lunch 
banquet in honour of the Maltese 
president and his accompanying 
delegation. The President of Malta 
had earlier arrived at the Amiri 
Diwan, where he was accorded an 
official reception. PAGE 16

Amir, Maltese president 
discuss ways to boost ties
Amir, President of 
Malta hold talks

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
and President of the Republic of Malta Dr George attend talks at the Amri 
Diwan on Monday.

SC in pact with AP to manage Qatar’s 
broadcast services during World Cup
Associated Press will help Qatar deliver seamless experience for broadcast media  
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC), the 
organisation responsible for 
delivering the infrastructure 
and Qatar’s country planning 
and operations for the FIFA 
World Cup 2022, has signed 
an agreement with The Asso-
ciated Press (AP) to deliver the 
broadcast and media facilities 
to broadcasters, non-rights 
holders and non-accredited 
media during the 28-day tour-
nament later this year.

The agreement was signed 
by SC Secretary General Has-
san Al Thawadi and the Presi-
dent and CEO of AP Daisy 
Veerasingham. 

The signing in Doha was 
also attended by Eng. Yasir Al 
Jamal, SC Director General, 
Khalid Al Mawlawi, SC Deputy 
Director General, Marketing, 
Communications & Event Ex-
perience, Fatma Al Nuaimi, SC 
Communications & Media Ex-

ecutive Director, Andy Brad-
del, Vice President & Manag-
ing Director, AP Global Media 

Services, Susan Henderson, 
AP Broadcast Services Head 
(North America), and Rania 

Khadr, AP Head of Special 
Events (Middle East and Af-
rica). 

AP Global Media Services, 
the news agency’s production 
arm, will help Qatar deliver 
a seamless experience for 
broadcast media by providing 
a one-stop shop for innova-
tive services and facilities. 
Services will include broad-
cast studios, broadcast equip-
ment rental, workforce and 
technical support, logistical 
support, work areas and com-
mon areas. 

In addition, AP will oper-
ate broadcast studios in key 
locations throughout Doha.

Broadcast platforms pro-
vided will include a mix of 
multi-camera and single-
camera studios, and will be 
within close proximity of the 
Host Country Media Centre 
(HCMC), located in the capi-
tal’s Msheireb Downtown 
Doha district. 

Qatar Airways, Airlink  
sign codeshare pact

QATAR Airways and Airlink have signed a comprehensive 
codeshare agreement to offer travellers more choices, 

enhanced services and greater connectivity between 45 desti-
nations in 13 countries across southern Africa and the rest of 
the world. This new codeshare agreement means travelers can 
enjoy the simplicity of purchasing connecting flights on both 
airlines using a single reservation with seamless ticketing, 
check-in, boarding and baggage-check experience, during the 
entire journey. The partnership will enable customers to book 
attractive offers from southern Africa to popular destinations in 
the US such as New York and Dallas, cities in Europe such as 
London, Copenhagen and Barcelona, and points across cities 
in Asia like Manila, Jakarta and Cebu. The agreement also 
increases QA’s footprint in southern Africa. (QNA) PAGE 3
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HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of condo-
lences to his brother, His 
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn 
Al Hussein, King of the sis-
terly Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, for the victims of a 
gas tanker explosion in the 
port of Aqaba, wishing the 
injured a speedy recovery.

Amir sends 
condolences to 
Jordan King

QNA
DOHA

THE first day of Hijri 
month of Dhu al-Hijjah 
for 1443 AH will be on 
Thursday, June 30, and 
the day of Arafat will be 
on Friday, July 8, Qatar 
Calendar House (QCH) 
has announced, according 
to the calculations by as-
tronomers.

As per these calcula-
tions, Eid Al Adha will be 
on July 9 and the official 
decision about the begin-
ning of Dhu al-Hijjah for 
this year remains within 
the competence of the 
Crescent Sighting Com-
mittee at the Ministry of 
Endowments (Awqaf) in 
Qatar.

He added that the sun 
on Wednesday will set at 
6:29 pm, while the cres-
cent of Dhul-Hijjah will 
set at 7:00 pm, Doha local 
time.

Astronomically 
Eid Al Adha will 
be on July 9: QCH

Today, I was 
pleased to 
receive Presi-
dent George 
Vella and 
discuss with 
him ways 

to enhance cooperation 
between Qatar and Malta in 
various fields of joint coop-
eration. We also exchanged 
views on regional and inter-
national developments 
of interest to our two 
friendly countries.

We are very pleased to partner with AP on 
this project, as we aim to offer a seamless 
experience for broadcast media from across 

the globe when they arrive in Qatar to cover the 22nd 
edition of the FIFA World Cup — the first to be held in 
the Middle East and Arab world.
— Hassan Al Thawadi, SC Secretary-General

Qatar Tourism’s ‘Experience a World 
Beyond’ campaign wins award

QATAR Tourism’s (QT) latest 
and largest promotional 

campaign, Experience a World 
Beyond, has recently bagged the 
Adobe Experience Maker Award. 
The award in the Orchestrator cat-
egory recognises QT for its work in aligning customer journeys 
across multiple channels, geographies, and platforms to deliver 
the most cohesive customer experience. At its launch in No-
vember of last year, the Experience a World Beyond campaign 
featured customised digital experiences, including a responsive 
website, mobile app, personalised campaign programs, and 
marketing automation initiatives. (QNA) PAGE 3
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Qatar Career Development 
Center (QCDC), member of Qa-
tar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Devel-
opment (QF), has launched the 
Majors Guide, which is the first 
comprehensive and detailed 
Qatari guide for all the majors 
in universities and higher 
education institutions in Qatar, 

through which they supplement 
the local labour market.

QCDC Director Abdullah Al 

Mansoori affirmed the Majors 
Guide offers as a perfect refer-
ence for youth, their guardians 
and professional advisors, 
as well as academics and 
specialists in the field of 
scholarships and development 
in multiple agencies to fully 
familiarise themselves with 
the map of higher education in 
the country. He said the guide 
has been launched in Arabic 
and English and offers ample 

and detailed information about 
all sectors that enrich Qatari 
labour market and which can 
be further considered in uni-
versities and institutes across 
Qatar. It has 14 major speciali-
sations, including engineering, 
medicine, energy, information 
technology, sustainability and 
environment. The guide also 
offers the students a clear 
picture of the education map 
in Qatar. PAGE 2

First comprehensive guide for university majors launched

Continued on page 2 
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MoCI recalls faulty Ferrari, 
Toyota and Alfa Romeo models
THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Al Fardan 
Sports Motors, Qatar’s Ferra-
ri dealership, has announced 
the recall of Ferrari F8 Trib-
uto and F8 Spider 2022 mod-
el, due to the possibility of 
deletion of some information 
from the engine computer 
programme, resulting in an 
increase in exhaust gas emis-
sions that exceed the homo-
geneity limit.

The ministry, in coopera-
tion with Abdullah Abdulgha-
ni & Bros Co W.L.L, Qatar’s 
Toyota dealership, has also 
recalled Toyota Highlander 
HEV 2020 model, due to the 
possibility that the specific 
seat back frame of the front 
seats may not match the 
standards required during 
the manufacturing process.

The ministry, in coopera-
tion with Al Fardan Sports 
Motors, Qatar’s Alfa Romeo 
dealership, also recalled 
Alfa Romeo Stelvio Super, 
Giulia Super, Giulia Veloce, 
Giulia QV and Giulia GTAM 
2022 model, and Alfa Romeo 
Stelvio Veloce 2021-2022 

models, due to possible lack 
of automatic headlight direc-
tion adjustment, resulting in 
headlights not turning left or 
right as the vehicle moves.

The ministry said the re-
call campaign comes within 
the framework of its ongoing 
efforts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers 
follow up on vehicle defects 
and repairs.

The ministry said that it 
will coordinate with the deal-
er to follow up on the main-
tenance and repair works and 
will communicate with cus-
tomers to ensure that the nec-
essary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all 
customers to report any 
violations to its Consumer 
Protection and Anti-Com-
mercial Fraud Department, 
which processes complaints, 
inquiries and suggestions 
through Call Center: 16001, 
email: info@moci.gov.qa, 
Twitter @MOCIQATAR, Ins-
tagram MOCIQATAR and the 
ministry’s mobile application 
available on iPhone and An-
droid devices MOCI_QA-
TAR. (TNN)

Qatar takes all possible steps to care for persons
with disabilities: Minister of Social Development

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has harnessed all the 
possible avenues to care for 
persons with disabilities at 
the regional and international 
levels, Minister of Social De-
velopment and Family HE 
Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser Al 
Misnad has said.

During her chairmanship 
of the two-day workshop on 
Disability Classification in 
the Arab World, organized in 
Doha by the Ministry of So-
cial Development and Family 
in cooperation with the Sec-
retariat General of the Arab 
League, the minister stressed 
the importance of empower-
ing persons with disabilities 
in the Arab world to be part 
of the community. During the 
past years, strenuous efforts 
have been made to empower 
persons with disabilities in 
the pursuit of integrating 
them into the community. 
However, such efforts re-
mained below expectations 
in the Arab framework, she 
said. The reason behind this 
is the lack of policies and pro-

grammes to support persons 
with disabilities in the Arab 
world through which we can 
ensure inclusion and interac-
tion, she added.

The minister called for 

adopting a unified Arab clas-
sification based on practical 
components that goes beyond 
the medical standards, such as 
the skill standard, the societal 
standard and the educational 

standard. “We have a moral 
responsibility today to lay the 
foundation for it, before it be-
comes a professional responsi-
bility,” she pointed out.

She reiterated the readi-

ness of Qatar to receive foot-
ball fans from persons with 
disabilities during FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, affirming 
that in the past few years Qa-
tar has witnessed unprec-
edented preparations to en-
sure that tournament becomes 
friendly for the persons with 
disabilities.

She added that a number of 
stadiums have been equipped 
with specialized sensory 
rooms that provide a perfect 
atmosphere for children with 
autism and neuro-behavioural 
disorders to enjoy the matches 
in a safe space equipped with 
all the advanced tools and de-
vices. 

As part of the preparations 
to welcome football fans from 
outside Qatar, Hamad Inter-
national Airport will host a 
hall that provides services to 
spectators with disabilities 
and autism, the minister said. 
The hall will be equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology as 
well as educational and reha-
bilitation equipment aimed 
at providing the best travel 
experience they deserve, she 
added.

Amir congratulates president of Djibouti
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of Djibouti 
Ismail Omar Guelleh on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates 
president of Djibouti
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Djibouti Ismail Omar Guelleh on his country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Djibouti 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Monday sent a cable of 
congratulations to Prime Minister of Djibouti Abdoulkader Kamil 
Mohamed on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Vice-President of Libya’s Presidential 
Council meets Qatar’s ambassador
VICE-PRESIDENT of the Presidential Council of Libya Abdul-
lah Hussein Al Lafi met with Ambassador of Qatar to Libya HE 
Khaled Mohammed bin Zabin Al Dosari in Tripoli on Sunday. The 
meeting dealt with reviewing bilateral cooperation. (QNA)

Quick read PM MEETS PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani on Monday met with Ambassador of the Philippines to Qatar HE Alan L. Tim-
bayan on the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country. During the meeting, 
the prime minister wished the ambassador success in his future tasks and further 
progress and prosperity in the relations between the two countries. (QNA)

First comprehensive guide for university 
majors launched in Qatar: QCDC Director

QNA 
DOHA

QATAR Career Development 
Center (QCDC), member of Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development 
(QF) has launched the Majors 
Guide, which is the first compre-
hensive and detailed Qatari guide 
for all the majors in universities 
and higher education institutions 
in the country.

Director of QCDC Abdullah Al 
Mansoori affirmed that the Majors 
Guide offers perfect reference for 
youth, their guardians and pro-
fessional advisors, as well as aca-
demics and specialists in the field 
of scholarships and development 
in multiple agencies to fully famil-
iarise themselves with the map of 
higher education in the country. 

He said the launching of the 
Majors Guide coincides with the 
vision of QF, which focuses on 
upgrading and unleashing hu-
man capabilities by focusing on 
providing quality education and 
diversifying aspects of investment 
in the human capital to achieve 

sustainability as part of the cen-
tre’s commitment to assisting the 
young generations in achieving 
the career success through various 
tracks or educational phases avail-
able in Qatar.

He affirmed that the centre 
provides youths with informa-
tion and advice that help them in 
their future plans in taking well-
informed academic and career de-
cisions based on reliable sources 
to select career tracks that essen-
tially congruent with their abilities 
and aspirations, and contribute to 
preparing human capital that re-
sponds to Qatar National Vision 
2030 requirements, including 
development and sustainability 

plans for Qatari economy.
He noted that the guide has 

been launched in Arabic and Eng-
lish and offers ample and detailed 
information about all sectors that 
enrich Qatari labour market that 
can be further considered in uni-
versities and institutes across Qa-
tar, adding that it has 14 major 
specialisations, including engi-
neering, medicine, energy, infor-
mation technology, sustainability 
and environment. 

The guide also offers the stu-
dents a clear picture of the educa-
tion map in Qatar, in addition to 
contact information for admission 
offices of universities and colleges 
and their official websites.

Mansoori added that the Ma-
jors Guide provides detailed in-
formation about study sectors and 
employment in Qatar with a tabu-
lation that includes the various 
specialisations that fall under each 
major, and are available in univer-
sities and higher education institu-
tions accredited in the country. 

Most importantly, the guide 
includes a set of advice and guid-
ance for young people on how to 

make decisions related to choos-
ing their academic and career 
paths, all within six sections: 
criteria for choosing a university 
major, work sectors, specialisa-
tions and professions related to 
each sector, government schol-
arship programme, an index of 
specialisations and universities, 
and contact information of uni-
versities and colleges in Qatar, he 
explained.

He noted that the guide pro-
vides details about study in 14 
major specialisations, which 
include engineer, medicine, sci-
ences, law and public policies, 
international relations and Me-
dia, literature, social and hu-
manitarian sciences, Sharia and 
Islamic studies, tourism and 
hotels, museums and events 
management and disciplines of 
art and design. The specialisa-
tions also include educational 
disciplines, management, eco-
nomics, financial and banking 
sciences, aviation sciences, mili-
tary disciplines, energy, sustain-
ability and environment disci-
plines, he added.

Souq Waqif live broadcast 
platform offers traditional 
marketplace backdrop

THE Souq Waqif live broadcast platform 
offers a traditional marketplace backdrop, 
overlooking the main plaza where large 
crowds of fans are anticipated to gather. 
The second live location will be situated 
at Doha’s renowned Corniche waterfront 
promenade, with spectacular views of 
Doha’s futuristic skyline and where large 
crowds are also expected to gather, given 
Qatar’s extensive fan experience plans.

Al Thawadi said, “We are very pleased 
to partner with AP on this project, as we 
aim to offer a seamless experience for 
broadcast media from across the globe 
when they arrive in Qatar to cover the 
22nd edition of the FIFA World Cup – the 
first to be held in the Middle East and Arab 
world. AP’s extensive experience of cover-
ing major global events means they are 
perfectly placed to support both the host 
country and global broadcasters during 
their time in Qatar.”

Veerasingham said, “AP Global Media 
Services, the news agency’s production 
arm, has served international broadcast-
ers for the past three World Cups, on each 

occasion working with an official partner 
from the host nation. We look forward to 
working with the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy to again offer both stun-
ning locations and comprehensive sup-
port services in Qatar at one of the world’s 
most-watched sporting events.”

AP is an independent global news or-
ganisation dedicated to factual reporting. 
Founded in 1846, AP today remains the 
most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbi-
ased news in all formats and the essential 
provider of the technology and services 
vital to the news business. More than half 
the world’s population sees AP journalism 
every day. The SC has also partnered with 
Al Kass Sports Channels, a prominent Qa-
tari broadcaster, who will provide facilities 
to further support media during the tour-
nament.

Qatar will make its tournament debut 
on the opening night against Ecuador at 
the stunning 60,000-capacity Al Bayt Sta-
dium. A total of 64 matches will be played 
throughout the competition, with 32 in-
ternational teams vying for the coveted 
golden trophy and winner’s title on 18 De-
cember.

AMIR SENDS WRITTEN MESSAGE TO THE AMIR OF KUWAIT:  The Amir His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent a written message to Amir of 
Kuwait HH Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, pertaining to bilateral ties and 
the means to enhance them. The message was received by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Kuwait Dr Ahmed Nasser Al Mohammed Al Sabah during a meeting 
with Ambassador of Qatar to Kuwait HE Ali bin Abdullah Al Mahmoud. (QNA)

Continued from page 1 

The minister called for adopting a unified Arab classification based on practical com-
ponents that goes beyond the medical standards, such as the skill standard, the 
societal standard and the educational standard.
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QATAR Airways (QA) and Air-
link have signed a comprehen-
sive codeshare agreement to 
offer travellers more choices, 
enhanced services and greater 
connectivity between 45 desti-
nations in 13 countries across 
southern Africa and the rest of 
the world.

The new codeshare agree-
ment means travellers can en-
joy the simplicity of purchas-
ing connecting flights on both 
airlines using a single reserva-
tion with seamless ticketing, 
check-in, boarding and bag-
gage-check experience during 
the entire journey

The partnership will enable 
customers to book attractive 
offers from southern Africa to 
popular destinations in the US 
such as New York and Dallas, 
cities in Europe such as Lon-
don, Copenhagen and Barce-
lona, and points across Asia 
like Manila, Jakarta and Cebu. 

The agreement also increas-
es Qatar Airways’ footprint in 
southern Africa, with improved 
access to destinations such 
as Ggeberha (Port Elizabeth) 
Hoedspruit, Skukuza, George 
in South Africa and beyond to 
Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker said, 
“Expanding our network with 
Airlink gives our customers 
more choice of destinations 
and flights that we hope will 

contribute to the rapid re-
covery of travel, which plays 
an important role in south-
ern African economies. “We 
have boosted our presence in 
the African market by adding 
eight new destinations since 
the start of the pandemic and 
fostering partnerships such as 
this dynamic agreement with 
Airlink which will enhance our 
offering to our customers and 
support travel and trade.”

Qatar Airways was the only 
airline to launch new services 

in southern Africa after the 
pandemic, starting operations 
to Luanda, Harare and Lusaka 
last year. It resumes opera-
tions to Windhoek this month, 
providing another connection 
to Airlink’s extensive regional 
network via eight gateways in 
the region.

Airlink Chief Executive 
Rodger Foster said, “This devel-
opment is an endorsement of 
Airlink’s relevance to providing 
air access to the entire region 
through our expansive network 
of destinations, which when 
considered in conjunction with 
Qatar Airways’ global reach 
creates unparalleled connectiv-
ity opportunities. As southern 
Africa’s leading airline, Airlink 
provides comprehensive, safe 
and reliable air transportation 
services, enabling socio-eco-
nomic development by con-
necting people with each other 
and facilitating trade within the 
region and beyond.”

The new codeshare flights 
are available for sales and will 

commence travel on July 6, 
2022 subject to government 
approval. Qatar Airways of-
fers 21 direct weekly flights 
from Doha to Johannesburg, 
10 weekly flights to Cape Town 
and four weekly flights to Dur-
ban. From South Africa, travel-
lers can connect easily to des-
tinations across six continents 
via the World’s Best Airport, 
Hamad International Airport.

Passengers can book 
their travel with both airlines 
through online travel agen-
cies as well as with local travel 
agents. Qatar Airways was the 
only carrier to continue opera-
tions to southern Africa during 
the pandemic and its immedi-
ate aftermath, allowing for the 
movement of goods, medicines 
and essential travel between 
the region and the rest of the 
world. This enabled people to 
return home to their families, 
to jobs and assisted with the 
post-pandemic recovery of 
southern Africa trade partners, 
and the business community.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism’s (QT) lat-
est and largest promotional 
campaign ‘Experience a World 
Beyond’ recently bagged the 
Adobe Experience Maker 
Award. The award in the Or-
chestrator category recognises 
QT for its work in aligning cus-
tomer journeys across multi-
ple channels, geographies, or 
platforms to deliver the most 
cohesive customer experience. 

At its launch in Novem-
ber last year, the Experience a 
World Beyond campaign fea-
tured customised digital expe-
riences, including a responsive 

website, mobile app, person-
alised campaign programmes, 
and marketing automation 
initiatives. It targeted 17 of the 
country’s top visitor source 
markets in six languages us-
ing TV advertisements, out-of-
home advertising, and social 

platforms. This was comple-
mented by the VisitQatar app 
which featured 360-degree 
virtual tours and an interac-
tive map to create an immer-
sive customer experience.

Berthold Trenkel, chief op-
erating officer at Qatar Tour-

ism, commented, “We’re very 
pleased to receive an award 
that recognises the complexi-
ties involved in delivering 
such an integrated and mul-
ti-channel global campaign. 
Leveraging Adobe’s suite of 
solutions not only allowed us 
to create an innovative pro-
motional campaign, it helped 
us reach more than 400 mil-
lion people. As one of the re-
gion’s fastest growing tourist 
destinations, we appreciate 
the power of digital transfor-
mation and look forward to 
engaging with our audiences 
through more personalised, 
data-driven experiences.” 

The campaign was seen 

across out-of-home adver-
tising, broadcast, print and 
digital channels across major 
cities in the UK, France, Italy, 
Germany, Russia, Turkey and 
the United States. 

The campaign was also 
promoted across social media 
platforms Facebook, Insta-
gram, TikTok, Snapchat and 
YouTube. The campaign’s 
CGI-animated characters in-
troduce travellers to destina-
tions in Qatar and guide them 
through up to 11 tailored user 
journeys based on interests. 
To date, QT has gained more 
than 2 billion impressions, 
over 600 million video views, 
and over 100,000 new leads.

Qatar Airways & Airlink sign codeshare pact 
to boost connectivity across southern Africa

Qatar Tourism’s ‘Experience a World Beyond’ wins Adobe award

QU-Metavisionaries MoU to equip students for future

QSTP aid places Qatari startups in global markets
WCM-Q course helps 
health professionals 
hone research skills

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University has signed 
an MoU with Metavisionaries 
to prepare students for the fu-
ture of work. 

Metavisionaries is a com-
pany that leverages frontier 
technologies such as Web 3.0 
and uses access to space to de-
mocratise education and pro-
vide global, interdisciplinary 
and immersive learning op-
portunities to learners around 
the globe.

This partnership will bring 
together educators, space sci-
entists and industry experts to 
deliver interdisciplinary cur-

ricula and prepare students 
for the future of work.

Dr Omar Al Ansari, vice-
president of Academic Af-
fairs at Qatar University, said: 
“Frontier technologies such 
as Web 3.0 are reshaping the 
future of education and work. 
Our partnership with Metavi-
sionaries is part of Qatar Uni-
versity efforts to stay relevant 
and embrace the future. We 
need to expose our students 
to the latest digital technolo-
gies and equip them with the 
competencies and attributes 
that would allow them to keep 
reinventing themselves in a 
world where the only constant 
is change.”

Wassim Ahmed, executive 
project director for Metavi-
sionaries, said: “The pandemic 
accelerated the rate of tech-
nology adoption in the educa-
tion sector.  Web 3.0 and the 
Metaverse are paving the way 
for education to be reimag-
ined. Our partnership with Qa-
tar University showcases the 
university’s determination to 
play a leading role in shaping 
and enabling the transforma-
tion to prepare future genera-
tions for the future of work.”

During her keynote speech 
in the Launching event of 
Metavionaries that took 
place early this month in the 
Metaverse spaceship, Prof 

Rana Sobh, dean of the College 
of Business and Economics at 
Qatar University, said: “As the 
national leading university in 
Qatar and top ranked in the 
region, we should take the lead 
in pushing boundaries and 
keep reinventing our purpose, 
curricula and pedagogies to re-
main relevant and prepare our 
graduate for success in an in-
creasingly turbulent, uncertain 
and challenging environment. 

“Web 3.0 will play an ever-
increasing role in education in 
the next few decades.  When 
the history of the education-
al Metaverse is written, we 
would like to be cited as one of 
the ground-breaking universi-

ties.”
Prof Sobh added that the 

College of Business and Eco-
nomics at Qatar university 
will soon launch a global busi-
ness sustainability challenge 
related to FIFA World Cup in 
partnership with metavision-
aries, and that more details 
about the competition will be 
announced shortly. 

“This competition would 
bring together students from 
different disciplines and uni-
versities around the globe to 
come up with innovative so-
lutions that tackle pressing 
issues related to one or more 
areas of Sustainability Devel-
opment Goals,” she explained.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TWO of Qatar’s homegrown 
tech startups, EMMA Systems 
and Conical Systems, are set to 
scale new heights of growth af-
ter being selected for year-long 
placements in accelerators in 
the European cities of Vienna 
and Modena, through ELV8, 
Qatar Science and Technology 
Park’s (QSTP) newest growth 
programme. 

Delivered jointly with Sili-
con Valley-based Plug and Play, 
the world’s largest early stage 
investor, accelerator and corpo-
rate innovation platform, ELV8 
is a 12-month programme that 
offers intensive mentoring and 
funding opportunities for glob-
al growth to promising tech 
startups in Qatar.

Supported by investment 
from QSTP’s Tech Venture 
Fund (TVF), the chosen start-
ups will expand into European 
markets via their acceleration 
at Plug and Play, all whilst 
maintaining their business op-
erations at their headquarters 
in Qatar. EMMA Systems will 
make their way to the Austrian 
capital, Vienna, while Conical 
Systems (formerly called Air-
lift) will establish operations in 
Modena, Italy. 

“Achieving global growth 

is an important milestone for 
local startups and is a key indi-
cator of a healthy and vibrant 
startup ecosystem,” said QSTP 
Programme Manager – Accel-
eration, Mohammad Zebian. 
“Whilst the opportunity for 
those participating is clear, the 
benefits of ELV8 will also be 
felt across the entire startup 
ecosystem with these partici-
pants acting as ambassadors of 
growth to share their insights, 
experiences, and investor net-
works with other startups in 
Qatar, paving the way for them 
to scale internationally.”

EMMA (which stands for 
Environmental and Movement 
Monitoring for Airports) Sys-

tems, is an AI-enabled airport 
management systems provider 
that works hand-in-hand with 
airport operators to boost air-
port operations. Through its 
seamless interface, the plat-
form visualizes real-time data 
to offer a centralised view of 
the entire airport’s operations, 
helping administrators to make 
more informed decisions. 

First installed at Qatar’s 
Hamad International Air-
port in 2021, EMMA Systems 
has grown significantly with 
a branch office in Finland, 
R&D function in Jordan, and 
successful deployment in 
Brussels South Charleroi Air-
port (BSCA) now. The team 

at EMMA believes that sup-
port from QSTP’s ELV8 pro-
gramme will fuel their com-
pany’s further growth.

“As a startup focusing on 
the enterprise market, it’s 
important for us to find early 
adopters quickly. Since Plug 
and Play accelerates corpo-
rate innovation by connect-
ing them to startups, we are 
rapidly able to find corporate 
partners, which in our case are 
airports, through their exten-
sive network,” said Wisam Co-
standi, CEO and Co-Founder 
of EMMA Systems. 

Expressing similar senti-
ments, General Manager of 
Conical Systems, Ahmed Mo-

hamedali, said his team are 
thrilled to join the Motor Val-
ley Accelerator (MVA) calling 
it “a pivotal point in our start-
up’s journey.” 

Conical Systems is a tech 
startup that focuses on creat-
ing independent automation 
solutions to support business-
es. With its flagship product 
CORE, a self-driving electronic 
vehicle with multi-use func-
tionality, the startup is working 
alongside smart cities to devise 
new strategies to enhance the 
quality of life of their citizens. 

Currently headquartered 
in Doha with a tech hub in the 
Netherlands, Conical Systems 
aspires to develop healthy 
relationships with leaders in 
manufacturing, production, 
and design in Modena, which 
is home to eminent automo-
tive giants such as Ferrari, 
Maserati and Ducati.

“Through Plug and Play’s 
extensive network of partners, 
including OEMs, manufactur-
ers, industry leaders and inves-
tors, we anticipate that being 
part of this accelerator will ex-
pedite our integration within 
the European ecosystem and 
help us realize our global am-
bition,” Mohamedali said. To 
find out more and to apply for 
QSTP’s TVF, visit: https://qstp.
org.qa/tech-venture-fund/

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

HEALTHCARE profession-
als in Qatar enhanced their 
understanding of qualitative 
research thanks to a course 
delivered by the Division of 
Continuing Professional De-
velopment at Weill Cornell 
Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q).

The five-day course dem-
onstrated the merit of using 
qualitative research in clini-
cal settings, where it can help 
researchers gain greater un-
derstanding of patient experi-
ences than when using quanti-
tative methods alone. 

The course also equipped 
participants with an under-
standing of the operation of 
the scientific process when 
conducting qualitative re-
search and explained how to 
integrate scientific rigor and 
ethics into qualitative research 
studies. 

Dr Ziyad Mahfoud, profes-
sor of research in population 
health sciences at WCM-Q, 
and Dr Gladys Honein-Abou-
Haidar, assistant professor in 
the Hariri School of Nursing 
at the American University of 
Beirut, directed the course. 

Dr Mahfoud said: “Devel-

oping a good understanding 
of the fundamentals of quali-
tative research is very useful 
for healthcare researchers 
because it provides opportu-
nities for gaining insight into 
the context and complexity of 
the experiences of patients in 
clinical settings. It can there-
fore help us to understand 
the meaning and relevance 
of observable phenomena in 
ways that elude quantitative 
research methods.” 

The course, titled ‘In-
troduction to Qualitative 
Research’, was accredited 
locally by the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health’s Department of 
Healthcare Professions – Ac-
creditation Section and inter-
nationally by the Accredita-
tion Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME).

Qatar Airways 
Cargo reveals 
new initiative 
under WeQare 
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FOR Qatar Airways Cargo, 
diversity is a strength. Its 
employees are all different in 
skills, age, race, gender, reli-
gious beliefs, experience, and 
much more but are serving the 
commune values of the car-
rier. United in their individu-
alism, they strive to give their 
customers the top quality ser-
vice that makes Qatar Airways 
Cargo the world’s number one 
cargo airline.  

“Strength in numbers is 
one thing – whether this is 
revenue figures or number 
of employees. Yet, the true 
strength, the core, and the 
success of a company is made 
up by the individual attitudes 
and aptitudes of its people,” 
Guillaume Halleux, Chief Of-
ficer Cargo at Qatar Airways, 
emphasises. 

“Naturally, since air cargo 
is an international business, 
Qatar Airways Cargo is bless-
ed with a highly international 
family of employees. Our staff 
come from close to 100 differ-
ent countries, and altogether 
speak more than 40 languag-
es. 

“We are also very diverse 
in age range, from 18 to 65. 
Every one of us at Qatar Air-
ways Cargo comes with their 
individual strengths, life expe-
riences, cultural background, 
and job responsibilities, yet 
we are all united in one goal: 
ensuring the success and sat-
isfaction of our customers. 

“That goal is achieved pre-
cisely because of our different 
skills and approaches. Diver-

sity is a proven driver for posi-
tive performance, and Qatar 
Airways Cargo is living proof 
of this. WeQare’s Chapter 4 is 
a celebration of our diversity.”

Chapter 4 Diversity is the 
latest focus topic in WeQare’s 
sustainability initiative cen-
tred around the environment, 
society, economy, and culture.

It follows on from Chapter 
3 – “Let’s Stand Together”, 
launched in April of this year, 
in support of disadvantaged 
children across the globe. 
Chapter 1 - “One Million Kilos” 
kicked off in July 2020, and 
provided the free transport of 
1 million kilos of humanitari-
an aid and medical equipment 
to charitable organisations.

With Chapter 2 - “Rewild 
the Planet”, which started in 
2021, Qatar Airways Cargo 
committed to preserving wild-
life and endangered animals, 
and transporting them back 
to their natural habitat free of 
charge.

Qatar Airways 
Cargo is blessed 
with a highly in-
ternational family 
of employees. The 

staff come from 100 
different countries, 
and speak over 40 

languages

The five-day course dem-
onstrated the merit of 
using qualitative research 
in clinical settings, where 
it can help researchers 
gain greater understand-
ing of patient experiences 
than when using quantita-
tive methods alone
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UV radiation a big risk factor for skin cancer
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QATAR Cancer Society concluded 
the ‘Be sun smart’ campaign to 
raise awareness of skin cancer to 
emphasise the importance of fol-
lowing precautions when exposed 
to sunlight as UV radiation is one 
of the risk factors for skin cancer.

Dr Hadi Mohamad Abu 
Rasheed, MD, Scientific Advisor 
at Qatar Cancer Society (QCS), 
said there are two types of skin 
cancer, melanoma and non-mela-
noma, which are the eighth-most 
newly diagnosed cancer among 
men and ninth most freshly di-
agnosed cancer among women 
in Qatar in 2018, according to 
the Qatar National Cancer Reg-
istry (QNCR), Ministry of Public 
Health.

There were 21 cases of newly 
diagnosed with melanoma skin 
cancer in Qatar, 52 percent of 
whom were males and 48 percent 
were females, while people of 55 
to 59 years old were the age group 
with highest melanoma skin cancer 
incidence.

There were 77 patients newly 
diagnosed with non-melanoma 

skin cancer in Qatar, 62 percent 
of these patients were males, 38 
percent were females, and people 
of 50 to 54 years old were the high-
est age group with non-melanoma 
skin cancer incidences, Dr Abu 
Rasheed said. 

Nour Hammad, health educa-
tor at QCS, said: “There are more 
risk factors for skin cancer such as 

chemicals exposure, especially at 
the workplace, including arsenic, 
industrial tar, coal, paraffin and 
certain types of oil may. The risk of 
skin cancer is much higher for peo-
ple with fair (light-coloured) skin 
than for dark-skinned. Also, infec-
tion with certain types of HPV, par-
ticularly those that affect the anal 
or genital area, may increase skin 
cancer risks.”

Early signs and symptoms in-
clude a sore that does not heal, 
change in sensation, itchiness, 
tenderness or pain; flat, firm, pale 
or yellow areas, similar to a scar; 
small, pink or red, translucent, 
shiny, pearly bumps, which might 
have blue, brown or black spots.

Hammad advised people to al-
ways check any mole or birthmark 
on their skin to see if there is any 
irregularity.

Al Jazeera’s ‘The Big 
Picture’ series focuses
on key issues in France

Tribune news neTwork
Paris 

FoR its latest series, Al Jazeera Eng-
lish’s multi-award-winning strand The 
Big Picture takes a deep dive into the 
most pressing issues facing France. 
The Big Picture: France in Focus is an 
original four-part series presented by 
journalist and documentary filmmaker 
Myriam Francois.

Hot on the heels of one of the most 
divisive election campaigns in memory, 
this series examines four key keenly con-
tested areas of current debate. It show-
cases thought-provoking reports featur-
ing an array of contributors across social 
and cultural divides, as well as incisive 
discussions with artists, intellectuals, ac-
tivists, students and officials.

 “This is the first time that Al Jazeera 
English has produced a discussion series 
specifically about France,” said Head of 
Talk Shows Salah A A Khadr. “France in 
Focus was recorded in our Paris bureau, 
as well as among different French com-
munities, helping to unpack social and 
political issues affecting a cultural pow-
erhouse and one of the biggest econo-
mies in the world.” 

The series explores the tensions in 
France’s reimagined secularism or ‘lai-
cite’; the legacy of colonialism and how 
it plays out in contemporary politics; the 
rise of populism and its effect on politi-

cal discourse and society; and the state 
of civil liberties since the yellow vest 
movement, while taking into account 
new laws that deal with security threats.

“I’m delighted to be hosting The 
Big Picture: France in Focus,” said 
presenter Myriam Francois. “We are 
aiming to prioritise new and alterna-
tive voices that you don’t always see 
on screen and to present the wide va-
riety of new opinion and innovative 
thought-currents in France.”

Guests include filmmaker Doro-
thée Myriam Kellou; vice-president 
of SoS Racisme Saphia Ait ourabi; 
former government adviser Hakim 
El Karoui; journalist Rokhaya Diallo; 
academic Aurelien Mondon; film di-
rector Djigui Diarra; podcaster and 
author Grace Ly; pan-Africanist ac-
tivist Mwazulu Diyabanza; decolonial 
therapist Selma Sardouk, Amnesty 
International officer Anne-Sophie 
Simpere and rapper Christophe Brito, 
among many others.

The Big Picture: France in Focus 
airs weekly on Sundays on Al Jazeera 
English at 22:30 GMT (00:30 France) 
and then repeats on Mondays at 09:30 
GMT (11:30 France); Tuesdays at 
03:30 GMT (05:30 France); Wednes-
days at 16:30 GMT (18:30 France); 
Thursdays at 05:30 GMT (07:30 
France); and Fridays at 23:30 GMT 
(Saturdays at 01:30 France).

OUC provides potential students and
parents a sneak peek of its programs

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

oRyx Universal College (oUC) re-
cently organised an enriching open 
Day to welcome students, parents 
and interested individuals to have 
a sneak peek of the oryx learning 
community. 

With summer at its peak and stu-
dents eager to find learning options, 
oUC ensured that the open Day 
introduced its growing and relevant 
STEM-focused degree programmes 
and allowed the potential students to 
enjoy the culture and student experi-
ence the college has to offer.

With this in mind, the team of 
oUC along with its motivated and 
determined student ambassadors 
and volunteers hosted a successful 
event introducing the undergradu-
ate and postgraduate programmes 
to parents, high school graduates 
and professionals interested in pur-
suing further education.

Work including projects com-
pleted by the current Civil Engi-
neering students undergoing their 
studies at oUC was displayed for the 
potential candidates to explore and 
observe. Along with the academic 
teams of the existing programmes, 
the event was also graced by the con-
tributions of new lecturers who have 
recently joined oUC for its newly in-
troduced Cyber Security and existing 

and highly popular Project Manage-
ment programmes, respectively. This 
created an opportunity for potential 
students to directly speak to subject 
matter experts and get to know more 
about the STEM-related programmes 
being offered at the College.

As the evening progressed, all 
participants were able to enjoy a fun 
and engaging time with the academic 
and administrative team of oUC over 

coffee, doughnuts and other treats. 
The oUC student ambassadors 

and volunteers ensured that all the 
visitors, including parents and po-
tential students get an insight into 
their experiences at the college, pro-
viding them a flashback of their aca-
demic journey development as well 
as engagement in events, projects 
and overall university life.

The event recorded a success 
with numerous people joining from 
diverse educational and professional 
backgrounds, as well as potential stu-
dents from schools all across Qatar. 

oUC seeks to continue on its 
journey of welcoming motivated 
and curious individuals to join its 
programmes and become a part of 
a new and transforming community 
of learners and leaders. As the new 
academic year approaches, oUC will 
host another open Day on Wednes-
day, August 3. Those interested to 
join can visit www.oryx.edu.qa to 
learn more.

Leisure launches
loyalty and rewards 
programme ‘Tejory’
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QATARI-oWNED company 
Leisure, owner and operator 
of Angry Birds World, Snow 
Dunes and Virtuocity, located 
at Doha Festival City, officially 
launched its Loyalty and Re-
wards Programme ‘Tejory’ on 
June 26.

As part of its ongoing 
green initiative to reduce its 
carbon footprint, Leisure Qa-
tar App, provides a paperless 
system designed to reward 
its customers for visiting its 
parks and taking part in its 
unique experiences. Leisure 
said it is always looking for 
opportunities to become 
more efficient and achieve 
its sustainability targets and 
therefore it actively research-
es ways to help achieve its 
vision in line with Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

once you’ve downloaded 
the Leisure Qatar App and reg-
istered, its loyalty programme 
will offer a flexible range of re-
wards in the form of discounts, 
vouchers and credits to spend 
at Angry Birds World, Snow 
Dunes  and Virtuocity.  All 
points are accumulated on a 
bright, funky and user-friend-
ly interface, upon registration 
each individual will auto-
matically receive 500 ‘Tejory’ 
points.   

For every Qatari Riyal 
spent at Leisure parks, on ad-
mission, shopping or restau-
rants, individuals, will instant-
ly earn Tejory points. Points 
can be added to the account by 
visiting the on-site customer 
service, cashier kiosks or by 
logging in to the registered 
account using the receipt and 
barcode details. This generous 
scheme means that for each 
QR1 spent in any of Leisure 
venues, you will gain 1 Tejory 
point that can be accumulated 

and redeemed at any of its 
venues regardless of where the 
points were initially acquired.

Sherif Elbassiouny, man-
aging director of Leisure 
Parks, said: “We are always 
keen to maximise value for 
our customers, and our Loy-
alty and Rewards programme 
will provide unparalleled ben-
efits that are synonymous with 
value – a critical element in 
delivering an outstanding ex-
perience for our customers. 
Following a successful pilot 
that resonated so well with 
our customers, we are excited 
about this next evolution of 
loyalty at Leisure. It’s unlike 
any other programme, ben-
efitting every rewards member 
using our Leisure Qatar App. 
This App is a mile stone in ful-
filling the company’s sustain-
ability targets.”

operating between 10 am 
to 10pm during weekdays, 
10am to 12am on Thursday 
and 1pm to 12 am on Friday, 
Qatar’s number 1 family en-
tertainment destination con-
tinues to innovate and push 
boundaries in the entertain-
ment industry.

Leisure Qatar App is avail-
able for download at Google 
Play Store and Apple’s App 
Store.

HBKU Press to boost children’s environmental knowledge
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

HAMAD Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity Press (HBKU Press) has 
welcomed the beginning of this 
year’s summer season, which 
officially began on June 21. 
As summer offers students on 
school holidays plenty of time 
for rest and extracurriculars, 
younger readers are encouraged 
to enjoy some reading initiatives 
and learn more about the Earth, 
the environment, and efforts 
surrounding sustainability they 
themselves can get involved in 
right away. 

Readers interested in learn-
ing more about the environ-
ment can begin with “The Boy at 
the End of the Alley” by Basma 
Elkhatib. This book, geared to-
wards young adults, introduces 
readers to the concepts of recy-
cling and sustainability through 
the story of Salim and his fam-
ily. After his aunt, Saliha, breaks 

her leg, she moves in with him 
and his family while she recov-
ers. There’s just one problem 
– Aunt Saliha is obsessed with 
the environment and all things 
recycling! While this serves as 
a major distraction to Salim at 
first, he is soon able to appreci-
ate the newfound knowledge 
Aunt Saliha brings him. Read 
about how Salim becomes an 
innovator who is appreciated by 
everyone in the neighbourhood. 

Living in the modern age 
often comes with a heavy de-
pendence on various electric 
appliances and gadgets. “The 
Exhausted Electronics” by Nada 
Abu Dahab brings our atten-
tion to the toll continuous us-
age of our devices take not just 
on ourselves, but our planet 
as well. This thoughtfully il-
lustrated children’s book tells 
the story of Adam and his fam-
ily who, like many of us, never 
seem to turn off their devices. As 
a result, these electronics begin 

to quickly burn out! Will Adam 
understand the importance of 
conserving energy before he’s 
left in the dark? Readers are 
invited to delve in and find out, 
and perhaps make a habit of 
conserving energy where possi-
ble themselves. 

Learn more about the im-
portance of a healthy ecosystem 
with “Air Trees” by Dr Jabr Al 
Noaimi. An illustrated chil-
dren’s book with an important 
lesson, “Air Trees” simplifies the 

message of environmental coex-
istence through a story of palm 
and “sidr” trees. once palm trees 
start complaining about the sidr 
trees taking up too much space, 
Nasser and his father decide to 
remove the sidr trees to replant 
them in a field far away. Instead 
of helping, this sets off a chain 
reaction within the ecosystem 
and a decline in date produc-
tion. Will Nasser and his father 
figure out a way to restore the 
natural balance?

younger readers inter-
ested in learning more about 
the diversity of the ecosystems 
are encouraged to explore the 
informative and brightly illus-
trated duo, “The Book of Trees” 
and “The Book of Birds,” by 
Nathalie Tordjman. Both are 
comprehensive and thorough 
resources, with “The Book of 
Trees” containing information 
about trees, their classification 
and types, and their ability to 
defend themselves as well as 
communicate with one another. 
It also includes information 
about a tree’s complete anat-
omy, growth, age, and much 
more. “The Book of Birds” simi-
larly helps readers discover over 
200 different types of birds, ex-
ploring their physical traits, diet, 
habitat, migratory habits, and so 
much more. Both are gorgeously 
illustrated and not to be missed 
by nature enthusiasts or anyone 
looking to learn more about the 
world around them.

Anvin integrates HSBC API to augment
customer efficiency, in an industry first 
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

ANVIN Infosystems through 
their AdlER software facili-
tated a full suite Corporate and 
Treasury integration with HS-
BC’s Corporate and Treasury 
API for a complete automated 
digital experience for their cli-
ent Dyarco, as an industry first. 
The automation includes real-
time account balances, bank 
statements, payment initiations 
and payment status enquiries.

With the integrated solu-
tion, the Corporate and Treas-
ury API has allowed Dyarco to 
make prompt treasury deci-
sions by leveraging real-time 
visibility of account balances 
and seamless flow of transac-
tions. This also offers improved 
security and efficiency, enabled 
by transitioning from a paper-

based framework to an auto-
mated payment proposition, 
including processing, query 
handling, instant payment sta-
tus updates and automated 
reconciliation. This leads to 
elimination of human errors, 
manpower cost saving, while 
the solution itself is simple and 
secure. Dyarco’s own vendors 
also enjoy an improved experi-
ence with the reduction in the 

payment processing cycle
Dileep Balakrishnan, CEo 

of Anvin Infosystems said: 
“We have been focusing on im-
proving the work efficiency of 
our customers through digital 
transformation with process 
automation, and the latest inte-
gration with the Corporate and 
Treasury API is a major mile-
stone in this journey. We are 
committed to transforming the 

conventional businesses to in-
telligent enterprises and are ex-
cited to partner with HSBC on 
this attempt where it helps our 
customers to transform the way 
they have been handling bank 
transactions.”

Customers using the AdlER 
ERP can link to their HSBC ac-
counts through the Corporate 
and Treasury API, activating 
seamless and automatic trans-
actions between bank accounts 
and the AdlER ERP. This fea-
ture benefits businesses by 
enabling the automation of 
manual transactional book-
keeping work with data flow-
ing seamlessly from the bank 
into the ERP, saving significant 
amounts of time as businesses 
strive to increase efficiency and 
productivity.

“We are pleased with the 
AdlER – HSBC’s Corporate and 

Treasury API solution, which 
gives us a great competitive edge 
and allows us to run our daily 
treasury operations much more 
efficiently. Throughout the im-
plementation Anvin approach 
demonstrated its in-depth ex-
pertise and flexibility during the 
time of implementation, which 
was also very quick,” says, Adil 
Abdul Aziz Group CFo of Dyar-
co International Group.

“To digitise at scale is one of 
HSBC’s strategic priorities, driv-
ing the digital economy and im-
proving efficiency of processes 
to make banking simpler, easier 
and faster. HSBCs’ Corporate 
and Treasury API solution fast 
track the modernisation pro-
cess for customers and future-
proof their sustainable growth,” 
says Mehul Thanki, Regional 
Head Digital Channels, Whole-
sale, HSBC MENAT.

Once you’ve downloaded the 
Leisure Qatar App and regis-
tered, its loyalty programme 
will offer a flexible range of 
rewards in the form of dis-
counts, vouchers and credits 
to spend at Angry Birds 
World, Snow Dunes  and 
Virtuocity.  All points are 
accumulated on a bright, 
funky and user-friendly inter-
face, upon registration each 
individual will automatically 
receive 500 ‘Tejory’ points
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A top South Korean official said 
Monday that North Korea is in-
creasingly targeting the South 
with its nuclear arms program, 
and urged China and Russia to 
persuade the North not to con-
duct a widely expected nuclear 
test.

Unification Minster Kwon 
Youngse’s comments came af-
ter North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un re-emphasized his 
nuclear ambitions in a key mili-
tary meeting last week and ap-
proved unspecified new opera-
tional duties for front-line army 

units.
Experts say North Korea 

could be planning to deploy 
battlefield nuclear weapons 
along its tense border with 
South Korea. 

During a prolonged stale-
mate in nuclear diplomacy, 
North Korea has spent much of 
the past three years expanding 
its arsenal of short-range solid-
fuel missiles that are poten-
tially capable of evading missile 
defenses and striking targets 
throughout South Korea, in-
cluding U.S. bases there.

U.S. and South Korean of-
ficials say that North Korea has 

all but finished preparations for 
its first nuclear test since Sep-
tember 2017, when it claimed 
to have detonated a thermonu-
clear warhead designed for in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles. 

North Korea may use its 
next nuclear test to claim that it 
has acquired the ability to build 
small nuclear warheads that 
can be placed on short-range 
missiles or other new weapons 
systems it has demonstrated in 
recent months, analysts say.

Kwon, who oversees South 
Korea’s relations with North 
Korea, said at a news confer-
ence that the North is exploit-

ing a favorable environment to 
push ahead with weapons de-
velopment and overturn the re-

gional status quo as the U.S.-led 
West remains distracted over 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

He said North Korea’s nu-
clear ambitions pose a “very se-
rious and fundamental threat” 
to South Korea and that Seoul 

is preparing stern counter-
measures in response to a pos-
sible North Korean nuclear test. 
He didn’t elaborate.

“North Korea’s transition 
in weapons development from 
long-range ballistic missiles to 
short-range ballistic missiles, 
from strategic nuclear weap-
ons to tactical nuclear weapons, 
is obviously targeted toward 
South Korea,” Kwon said.

“It seems clear that North 
Korea is simultaneously pursu-
ing an ability to attack the Unit-
ed States and to attack South 
Korea,” he said.

Kwon said North Korea 

could go ahead with a nuclear 
test at “any time.” 

While the U.S. government 
has vowed to pursue additional 
sanctions against North Korea 
if it conducts another nuclear 
test, the possibility of meaning-
ful new punitive measures re-
mains unclear because Russia’s 
war in Ukraine has deepened 
divisions among permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

China and Russia have ve-
toed U.S.-sponsored propos-
als that would have increased 
sanctions on North Korea over 
some of its recent ballistic mis-

sile tests. Kwon, who served as 
South Korea’s ambassador to 
China from 2013 to 2015, ex-
pressed hope that Beijing and 
Moscow will react differently 
to a North Korean nuclear test 
since both have maintained 
public support for a denuclear-
ized Korean Peninsula.

“If North Korea goes ahead 
with a nuclear test at a time 
when the global security situa-
tion is as instable as it is now, 
the country will face enormous 
criticism from international so-
ciety, and the response will be 
more than just words,” Kwon 
said.

Seoul urges China, Russia to prevent North Korean nuke test

Ethiopia killed seven  
Sudanese soldiers, 
one civilian: Sudan

AGENCIES 

SUDAN’S military says Ethio-
pia has killed seven Sudanese 
soldiers and a civilian who 
were held captive by Addis 
Ababa, the latest sign of the 
deteriorating ties between 
the two east African nations.

A Sudanese military state-
ment late Sunday described 
the killings as a “cowardly 
act” and added that Khar-
toum will retaliate accord-
ingly. 

The statement provided 
no details as to who the eight 
were or how they ended up in 
Ethiopian hands. There was 
no official statement from 
Ethiopia.

Ties between the two 
neighbors have deteriorated 
in recent years amid a long-
running border dispute over 
large swaths of agricultural 
land in the al-Fashaqa area. 

Sudan insists the lands 
are within its borders, ac-
cording to an agreement that 
demarcated the boundary be-
tween their territories in the 

early 1900s.
Sporadic clashes have 

erupted over the past two 
years there, after Sudan said 
it reclaimed most of its terri-
tory and called on Ethiopia to 
withdraw troops from at least 
two points it says are inside 
Sudan.

In November, Sudan said 
six of its troops were killed in 
an attack by Ethiopian mili-
tary and militia forces in the 
area. 

The two nations have held 
rounds of talks, most recently 
in Khartoum in December 
2020, to settle the dispute 
over al-Fashaqa, but have not 
made progress.

Ethiopia, in turn, says 
Sudan took advantage of the 
deadly conflict in Ethiopia’s 
northern Tigray region to en-
ter Ethiopian territory. 

It has called for Sudanese 
troops to return to positions 
they held before the Tigray 
fighting erupted in November 
2020, pitting Ethiopia’s fed-
eral forces against regional 
fighters.

AGENCIES 

THE death toll of children in 
last week’s devastating earth-
quake in southeastern Afghani-
stan has risen to at least 155, 
the United Nations said as the 
scope of the deadliest quake to 
hit the impoverished country in 
two decades comes into focus.

The U.N.’s humanitar-
ian coordination organization, 
OCHA, said on Sunday that 
another 250 children were 
injured in the magnitude 6 
temblor that struck the moun-
tainous villages in the Paktika 
and Khost provinces near the 
country’s border with Pakistan, 
flattening homes and triggering 
landslides.

Most of the children died 
in Paktika’s hard-hit Gayan 
district, which remains a scene 
of life in ruins, days after the 
disaster. The quake has also 
left an estimated 65 children 
orphaned or unaccompanied, 
the U.N. humanitarian office 
added.

Even as badly needed food, 
medicine and other interna-
tional aid has trickled into 
the provinces on precarious 
dirt roads, despair is growing 
among newly homeless survi-
vors. Many villagers who were 
scraping by have lost every-
thing.

In ravaged Gayan, villagers 
are grappling with the extent of 
the tragedy.

When the earthquake last 
week demolished his house and 
those around it, Abdullah tried 
to claw through the rubble and 
rescue his children.

For hours, he called for 
help, shouting from under a 
deep pile of mud. When he and 
his neighbors finally cleared 
the wreckage, he discovered a 
nightmarish scene — the bodies 

of 12 family members, includ-
ing his son and daughter, laying 
dead in the debris. Four other 
relatives were injured.

“What happened that night 
is very difficult to explain in 
words,” the 65-year-old farmer 
and teacher, who like many Af-
ghans goes by one name, told 
The Associated Press. “Eve-
rything is under the ground 
now. We have just buried the 
bodies.” He pulled away more 
rubble from his collapsed mud-
and-brick home with a pickaxe, 
uncovering books that serve 
as mementos of lives violently 
upended. Like other villag-
ers, Abdullah now lives with 
his surviving family members 

in a donated tent. He fears the 
freezing winter.

Afghanistan’s Taliban rul-
ers have put the total death toll 
from the quake at 1,150, with 
hundreds more injured, while 
the U.N. has offered a lower 
estimate of 770, although it has 
warned the figure could still 
rise.

Abdul Rahman, Abdullah’s 
son, lost two wives, a son and 
three daughters in the quake. 
His only surviving child is just 
a few months old.

“This little child has been 
left alone,” he said, cradling 
his swaddled body. The baby’s 
hammock, strung in the cor-
ner of their destroyed home, 

swayed with the weight of fallen 
bricks. “Who should take care 
of him?” The disaster — the 
latest to convulse Afghanistan 
after decades of war, hunger, 
poverty and an economic crash 
— has become a test of the Tali-
ban’s capacity to govern and 
the international community’s 
willingness to help.

When the Taliban seized 
power in Afghanistan as the 
United States and its NATO 
allies were withdrawing their 
forces last August, foreign aid 
stopped practically overnight. 
World governments piled on 
sanctions, halted bank trans-
fers and froze billions more 
in Afghanistan’s currency re-

serves, refusing to recognize 
the Taliban government and 
demanding they allow a more 
inclusive rule and respect hu-
man rights.

The former insurgents have 
resisted the pressure, imposing 
restrictions on the freedoms 
of women and girls that recall 
their first time in power in the 
late 1990s, triggering Western 
backlash.

Aware of their limitations, 
the Taliban have appealed for 
foreign aid. The U.N. and an 
array of overstretched aid agen-
cies in the country that have 
tried to keep Afghanistan from 
the brink of starvation have 
swung into action.

Death toll of children in  
Afghan quake rises to 155

Volunteers carry aid being received from the International Organization for Migration (IOM) for recent earthquake-hit people in the 
Afghan-Dubai village of Spera district in Khost province on Monday. (AFP)

AGENCIES 

SOUTH African authorities 
were seeking answers Mon-
day after 21 underage teen-
agers reportedly celebrat-
ing the end of school exams 
died in a mysterious incident 
at a nightclub. The bodies 
of many of the victims, the 
youngest just 13, were dis-
covered by police lying on 
tables, slumped over chairs 
and sprawled on the floor of 
the club in the early hours of 
Sunday morning.

Police spokeswoman 
Col. Athlenda Mathe said the 
investigation into the deaths 
at the Enyobeni Tavern in 
the city of East London in 
Eastern Cape province was 
ongoing and no cause of the 
deaths had yet been estab-
lished.

But Police Minister Bhe-
ki Cele said forensic samples 
taken from the victims were 
being sent to a toxicology 
laboratory in Cape Town, 
indicating that police were 
investigating whether the 
victims had ingested a poi-
son or toxin. Cele said the 
toxicology tests might take 
“a lot of time.” 

Provincial safety official 
Unathi Binqose told the Dai-
ly Maverick newspaper that 
the victims may have ingest-
ed a toxic substance through 
alcohol they were drinking 
or through hookah pipes, 
which were being smoked at 
the party. 

Initial reports speculated 
that the teenagers may have 
died in a stampede because 
of overcrowding at the party, 
but authorities found no vis-
ible signs of injuries on the 
bodies.

Police said they were 
called to the nightclub at 
around 4 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing after receiving a report 
that there were “lifeless bod-
ies” there. 

Officers responding to 
the call walked in on a grim 
scene: 17 teenagers were 
found dead on the spot. Two 
more died at a local clinic, 
one died on the way to the 
hospital and one at the hos-
pital. Their ages were be-
tween 13 and 17, police said.

The teenagers were re-
portedly celebrating the end 
of mid-year exams, a local 
DJ’s birthday and the relax-
ing of COVID-19 restrictions 
in South Africa, which was 
announced earlier in the 
week. 

Parents were asked to 
come to a mortuary to iden-
tify their children. Police 
Minister Cele visited the 
nightclub and the mortuary 
on Sunday and choked back 
tears as he spoke to report-
ers outside the mortuary.

“The scene I have seen 
here inside, it doesn’t mat-
ter what kind of a heart you 
have,” Cele said. “Firstly, the 
sight of those bodies sleep-
ing there. But when you look 
at their faces you realize that 
you’re dealing with kids, 
kids, kids.” 

South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, who is in 
Germany for the G7 sum-
mit, offered condolences to 
the families of the victims in 
a statement but also said he 
was concerned why “such 
young people were gath-
ered at a venue which, on 
the face of it, should be off 
limits to persons under the 
age of 18.” 

Mystery over 
deaths of 21  
teenagers at S 
African nightclub

Millions of Yemenis to go hungry as 
UN’s WFP forced to slash food aid

AGENCIES 

THE World Food Programme 
(WFP) has announced fur-
ther dramatic cuts to food aid 
in Yemen, leaving millions 
of Yemenis already suffering 
through war unable to get 
enough food.

The WFP said on Sunday 
that it was forced into the 
rationing as a result of not 
receiving enough funding, 
global economic conditions 
and the continued knock-on 
effects of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

The WFP provides food 
aid to 13 million people in 
Yemen, but the new cuts 
mean it will only be able to 
provide five million of them 
with 50 percent of their daily 
food requirements, with the 
remaining eight million only 
getting 25 percent.

Caught between a pro-
tracted war and economic 
collapse, at least 17.4 million 
people – more than half of 
Yemen’s population – are in 
need of food assistance.

“Critical funding gaps, 

global inflation and the 
knock-on effects of the war in 
#Ukraine have forced @WFP 
in #Yemen to make some 
extremely tough decisions 
about the support we provide 
to our beneficiaries,” the or-
ganisation said on Twitter.

The WFP, which is the 
food-assistance branch of the 
United Nations (UN) added 

that “resilience and livelihood 
activities, and school feed-
ing and nutrition programs” 
would be cut for four million 
people, leaving it available for 
only 1.8 million people.

Nearly eight years of 
fighting between Saudi-
backed government forces 
and Houthi rebels in Yemen 
has created what the UN has 

called the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis.

Earlier cuts to WFP food 
aid were announced at the 
end of 2021 due to a lack of 
funds, as the UN was only 
able to raise a quarter of the 
$2bn it said it needed for 
Yemen this year from inter-
national donors.

Some 19 million people 
in Yemen are projected to be 
in need of food assistance in 
2022, an increase from the 
current 17.4 million. Of these, 
7.3 million people will be fac-
ing emergency levels of hun-
ger.

According to the UN chil-
dren’s fund (UNICEF), about 
2.3 million children under 
the age of five currently suffer 
from acute malnutrition in 
Yemen, with 400,000 expect-
ed to suffer from life-threat-
ening severe malnutrition in 
the coming months.

Disruption to global 
wheat supplies due to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and a wheat export ban by 
India risk deepening Yemen’s 
hunger crisis and pushing 

up food prices, which had 
already doubled in just two 
years in some parts of the 
country.

Houthi rebels took con-
trol of the capital of Sanaa in 
2014 causing the government 
to flee and prompting a Saudi 
Arabia-led coalition to inter-
vene militarily in 2015 in sup-
port of the government.

Yemen’s economy has 
collapsed amid a Saudi-led 
coalition blockade of its main 
ports, which is limiting ac-
cess to food and fuel, as well 
as non-essential commodities 
entering the country.

Parties to the conflict, in-
cluding the Houthis and the 
Yemeni government, have 
also restricted the transfer 
of fuel and goods across the 
country.

The planning minister 
in the Saudi-backed govern-
ment warned on Friday that 
Yemen’s wheat stockpile 
could be depleted by mid-
July and urged European Un-
ion states to help secure new 
markets to replace Ukrainian 
and Russian wheat.

A member of security forces loyal to Yemen’s Houthi rebels stands 
guard in front of a bonfire incinerating seized narcotic substances, in 
the Houthi-held capital Sanaa on Monday. (AFP)
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Experts say North Korea 
could be planning to 
deploy battlefield nuclear 
weapons along its tense 
border with South Korea
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QATAR has said  that women 
have received great atten-
tion, embodied in the adop-
tion of national policies and 
legislation that empower 

them and build and enhance their 
capabilities by providing education 
and training opportunities and as-
suming public jobs, including lead-
ership positions.

It also affirmed the interest in 
including a women’s rights per-
spective in all social and economic 
development strategies, including 
those concerned with the environ-
ment and climate change.

This came in the statement of 
Qatar delivered by Ahmed Ab-
dulaziz Al Malki Al Juhani, Second 
Secretary of the Human Rights 
Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, before the Human 
Rights Council at its fiftieth ses-
sion, during the first session of the 
annual full-day debate on women’s 
human rights entitled: “Exploring 
the relationship between climate 
change and violence against wom-
en and girls from a human rights 
perspective.

With regard to promoting 
women’s rights in the context of 
climate change, Al Juhani stressed 
that Qatar was keen to adopt an in-
tegrated approach at the national 
level to preserve the environment 
and address climate change that 
takes into account the need for en-
vironmental sustainability and the 
preservation of the rights of cur-
rent and future generations.

He pointed out that “Qatar has 
created an estimated space for the 
environment and climate change 
in its National Vision 2030, which 

made the preservation and devel-
opment of the environment one of 
the four main pillars of this vision.”

“The state has also recently cre-
ated a ministry concerned with the 
environment and climate change 

to implement comprehensive and 
integrated policies and programs 
that support human rights and 
build resilience, and launched a 
national strategy for the environ-
ment and climate change aimed 

at achieving a balance between the 
need to work in the field of climate 
change and environmental protec-
tion, and the need to promote so-
cial development and sustainable 
economics,” he said.

Opinion
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Women Receive Great 
Attention In Qatar

Qatar adopts national policies and legislations that empower women: Official
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Biden Is Delivering On His Bipartisan Promise
MATTHEW YGLESIAS

F
OR all his many political 
struggles, President Joe 
Biden is quietly delivering 
on one of the central — and 
most implausible — prom-

ises of his campaign: restoring a 
sense of normalcy and bipartisan-
ship to the legislative process.

The latest example is the bipar-
tisan deal on gun regulation, which 
finally puts vague Republican rhet-
oric on school security and men-
tal health into action while also 
embracing modest Democratic 
proposals on such matters as back-
ground checks and red flag laws. 
The measure will probably not 
dramatically alter the level of gun 
violence in the US But it should do 
some good, and re-establishes the 
idea that Congress can act in re-
sponse to dramatic events.

Before the gun deal, of course, 
Biden worked with Congress to de-
liver the kind of bipartisan infra-
structure legislation that both his 
predecessors only talked about. 
There have also been many more 
obscure bills, ranging from legis-
lation changing the regulation of 
ocean shipping to a major over-
haul of the US Postal Service.

Bipartisan science funding leg-
islation has been languishing for 
months now, but that’s due to bor-
ing House-Senate disagreements 
that are being worked out by a 
conference committee — a pro-
cess so old-school it had become 
basically forgotten in Washington. 
Progress is also being made on bi-
partisan bills about such thorny is-
sues as Chinese investment in US 
companies and antitrust scrutiny 

of big technology companies.
Much of this work is happen-

ing through a process I like to call 
the Secret Congress: Members 
quietly working together while al-
lowing the political press to focus 
on Hunter Biden’s laptop, which 
books are in which school librar-
ies, the latest Marjorie Taylor 
Greene tweet or any of the million 
other controversies that engage 
the body politic.

The Secret Congress dynamic, 
of course, is one reason why it’s dif-
ficult for Biden to secure credit for 
delivering on this promise. During 
Barack Obama’s presidency, Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell was open about the fact that 
he was reluctant for Republicans to 
engage constructively on any topic 
lest the passage of bills come to 
reflect positively on an incumbent 
president he hoped to defeat.

Biden has a much lower public 
profile than his recent predeces-
sors. And while his team has been 
constructively engaged on all these 
issues, it’s been a quiet form of 
engagement that aims to be help-
ful without hogging the spotlight 
or preventing the members them-
selves from owning the process. 
Conservative firebrands found 
plenty of (real and fake) controver-
sies with which to fill the air and 
maintain a sense of combat even as 
they collaborated on policy.

Meanwhile, quite apart from 
Biden’s efforts, there is the fact 
that Donald Trump’s presidency 
helped break down the doors of 
ideological dogmatism on the 
right.

Republicans don’t talk about it 
much these days, but the Trump 

administration’s willingness — 
led by Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin — to work with House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
on the CARES Act is the only rea-
son the 2020 elections didn’t turn 
into a party-destroying landslide. 
A free market approach that dev-
astated consumer spending power 
and led to liquidated many busi-
nesses would have ruined the 

economy, ruined Trump’s politi-
cal standing, and driven the GOP 
into the ground. Trump’s lack of 
ideological purity, and Demo-
crats’ willingness to bargain in 
good faith, saved the economy and 
the Republican Party — and per-
haps opened the doors to further 
rounds of creativity.

Alas, Biden has not had nearly 
such good fortune with his eco-
nomic management.

The multiple inflationary 
shocks — first a fiscal stimulus that 
spent too much too quickly, then 
a central bank that was probably 
too slow to react, then a war in 
Ukraine that’s ravaged the supply 
side of the global economy — have 
wrecked Biden’s public standing. 
When a president is unpopular 
due to bad economic news, the 
public doesn’t give him credit for 
anything. And columnists of all 

stripes are wont to criticize an un-
popular leader.

But the fact remains that 
important elements of Biden’s 
agenda have succeeded, notably 
including a Russia policy that has 
secured strong bipartisan and 
even international support despite 
the economic cost. The cloak of 
unpopularity, meanwhile, makes 
it even easier for bipartisanship 
to continue. In his current state, 
Biden is not politically threatening 
to Republicans, so they have no 
reason to avoid collaborating on 
bills they happen to like.

A new proposal from Re-
publican senators Mitt Romney, 
Richard Burr and Steve Daines to 
consolidate and simplify various 
family support programs in a way 
that would cut poverty and reduce 
marriage penalties has earned 
some cautious praise from Demo-
cratic Sen. Michael Bennet and 
could be the basis for more bipar-
tisan work. At the end of the day, 
life as a legislator is more fun if 
you get to legislate. Sheer exhaus-
tion with the tedium of obstruction 
has helped make Biden’s approach 
work.

For now, of course, Biden’s pol-
itics are still in a shambles. But it’s 
not hard to imagine a scenario in 
which, a couple of years from now, 
inflation is under control, unem-
ployment is still low, Biden’s num-
bers are up, and the success of his 
efforts to restore sanity and nor-
malcy are more evident. The ques-
tion would then become whether 
this newfound sense of normalcy 
could survive the efforts of a popu-
lar-again president to actually take 
credit for his own success.

COUNT us fans of the Food and 
Drug Administration’s historic 
push to reduce nicotine levels in 

cigarettes, which, in concert with a 
proposed ban on menthol-flavored 
cancer sticks, promises to liberate 
millions of Americans from deadly 
addiction. 

Cigarette smoking is responsi-
ble for nearly a half-million deaths 
in America per year, a fact easily 
forgotten amid understandable at-
tention to COVID-19’s carnage and 
the opioid epidemic. It’s the tar and 
carbon monoxide and other chemi-
cals in burning tobacco that kill, but 
it’s the nicotine that keeps smokers 
smoking.

A parallel FDA crackdown on 
some vaping products — most re-
cently manifest in its demand that 
Juul products be removed from the 
US market — rests on far shakier 
ground.

Vaping is not good for human 
health; no teenager should get 
hooked on any addictive substance 
if the government can help it. But 
federal regulators live in a world of 
alternatives, not absolutes, and by 
every measurable indicator, vap-

ing remains much healthier than 
lighting up a burning cigarette and 
drawing in the smoke, and can help 
people quit.

An intelligent nation will not 
simply shout at OxyContin and her-
oin addicts to drop their pills and 
syringes; it will offer them medica-
tion-assisted treatment and safe-
injection facilities where, in addi-
tion to being connected to services 
to help wean them off the drugs, 
they can use safely without dying of 
overdose.

Similarly, the proper response 
to men and women spending thou-
sands of dollars a year to damage 
their lungs and hearts is not just 
public education, but safer and 
carefully regulated alternatives.

With a smoking and vaping 
age of 21, manufacturers should 
be strictly prohibited from enticing 
impressionable young minds to use 
their products — just as Juul was a 
few years ago, before it largely fell 
out of favor with teen consumers. 
But for adults looking to quit a le-
gal but lethal habit, the FDA must 
remember that these products have 
real utility. Let them vape.

Smoke And Mirrors: 
On The FDA’s 
Nicotine And  

Vaping Rulings

The state has also recently created a ministry concerned with the environment and climate 
change to implement comprehensive and integrated policies and programs that support 
human rights and build resilience. Qatar has also  launched a national strategy for the 
environment and climate change aimed at achieving a balance between the need to work in 
the field of climate change and environmental protection, and the need to promote social 
development and sustainable economics”
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AFTER the fatal shooting attack on 
an Oslo gay bar over the weekend, 
judicial officials ruled on Monday 
that the suspect is to be detained in 
custody for four weeks while the in-
vestigation proceeds.

The judge also decreed that the 
43-year-old suspect, who is alleged 
to have fired shots around the Lon-
don Pub gay bar in the early hours 
of Saturday, will spend two of the 
four weeks in isolation and will not 
be allowed to receive visitors or let-

ters. Earlier reports had said that 
the suspect was 42; in fact he turned 
43 on Sunday.

The suspect, a Norwegian citi-
zen of Iranian origin, was arrested 
within minutes of the shooting. 
Two men died and 21 people were 
injured in the attack, which Nor-
way’s PST intelligence service has 
described as motivated by Islamist 
terrorism. Oslo police said one of 
the victims had been born in 1962 
and the other in 1968.

Meanwhile, a solidarity rally 
planned on Oslo’s central city hall 
square for later on Monday was 

cancelled at short notice, according 
to the organizers of Oslo’s Pride Pa-
rade that was to have been held on 
Saturday.

Police had advised them to can-
cel the rally, saying that it looked 
like more people would attend than 
orginally expected, and that they 
could no longer guarantee security.

The Pride Parade on Saturday 
was also cancelled for security rea-
sons.

One of several theories that the 
police are working on is that the 
shooting was a hate crime targeting 
homosexuals.

Oslo court rules suspect in gay 
bar shooting to be held in custody

News 
in brief

Hundreds of migrants on vessels in the 
Mediterranean await safe port
ROME: Private European rescue organization SOS Mediter-
ranée reported on Monday that it had picked up almost 70 
migrants from the sea in the Maltese search and rescue zone 
off the North African coast.

The migrants had been taken aboard the Ocean Viking 
from a rubber dinghy, the organization tweeted. There are 
now almost 160 people aboard the Ocean Viking. The Louise 
Michel, a German vessel, assisted in the rescue operation. 
It had earlier picked up almost 60 people and is awaiting 
approval to dock at a European port. On Sunday, the Italian 
authorities informed the Nadir, a motorized sailing vessel oper-
ated by the German organization Resqship, that it could dock 
at the port on the Italian island of Lampedusa, the organization 
tweeted. Nineteen people went ashore. Another vessel, the 
Sea-Watch 4, with more than 300 migrants aboard is waiting to 
be allocated a port after it first applied a week ago.  (DPA)

One dead after knife attack at asylum 
seeker accommodation in Germany
MUNICH: A 31-year-old man has been detained in south-west-
ern Germany, accused of stabbing several people in a shelter 
for asylum seekers.

One man was killed and at least five people were injured in 
the knife attack late on Sunday, police said on Monday. The Ni-
gerian man, also a resident at the accommodation in the small 
town of Kressbronn on Lake Constance, allegedly knocked 
on the doors of the rooms on Sunday evening and stabbed 
whomever opened the doors. A 38-year-old Syrian man died on 
the spot. Those injured included a 37-year-old man and four 
women aged between 28 and 34. One man who was seriously 
injured was flown to hospital by helicopter. The four others 
were taken to hospital by ambulance. (DPA)

Defence calls for acquittal in trial of 
WWII camp guard, aged 101

POTSDAM, GERMANY: The defence in the trial of a 101-year-
old man, who is alleged to have worked as an SS guard at the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp near Berlin during World 
War II, called for acquittal during closing arguments on Monday.

The prosecution had failed to provide evidence of concrete 
acts relating to the charge of abetting mass murder, Stefan 
Waterkamp said. 

In terms of an earlier federal court ruling, general work as 
a camp guard was insufficient for a guilty verdict, he said. 

In his final address to the court in Brandenburg an der 
Havel, which lies to the west of Berlin, the defendant repeated 
his denial of the charges, ahead of judgement expected on 
Tuesday. The trial had been moved to the town for his conveni-
ence. (DPA)

DPA 
BRUSSELS 

NATO is to increase troop 
numbers for its rapid response 
forces to more than 300,000, 
Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said on Monday.

The boost to the NATO 
Response Force (NRF), which 
currently comprises 40,000 
troops, will be a topic at a 
summit of NATO leaders in 
Madrid later this week.

Stoltenberg is expecting 
NATO leaders to “consider 
Russia as the most significant 
and direct threat to our secu-
rity” at the summit, the secre-
tary general said, speaking at a 
press conference in Brussels.

Changes to the rapid re-
sponse force and other re-
sponses to Russian threats 
“constitute the biggest over-
haul of our collective defence 
and deterrence since the Cold 
War,” Stoltenberg said.

“The NRF consists of a 
highly capable joint multina-
tional force able to react in 
a very short time to the full 
range of security challenges 
from crisis management to 

collective defence,” according 
to NATO’s website.

In peace time, NRF troops 
are usually under national 
command, but can be request-
ed for deployment to another 
ally by NATO’s Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe (Saceur).

NATO countries will have 
to agree within how many 
days these troops will have to 
be ready for deployment, with 
current discussions that some 

units need to be operational 
within a maximum of 10 days, 
others within 30 or 50 days.

Details for the emergency 
deployment will be laid down 
in new regional defence plans, 
which are to be agreed on next 
year.

The latest announcement 
is part of how NATO is plan-
ning to strengthen the alli-
ance’s defence and deterrence 
capacities in Eastern Europe 

amid Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Alongside increasing the 

NRF’s troop levels, more 
military equipment, including 
heavy weapons, is to be posi-
tioned permanently in NATO 
countries in the vicinity of 
Russia.

Allied countries also want 
to increase the number of 
forces present in Eastern flank 
nations.

Germany has already an-

nounced its plans to send 
more troops to Lithuania to 
support a multinational NATO 
battlegroup in the country.

Stoltenberg also hailed 
progress among members 
of the alliance in increase 
defence investment in view 
of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.

The NATO chief said de-
fence spending had increased 
in Canada and the alliance’s 
European members for an 
eighth year in a row, with nine 
NATO allies reaching NATO’s 
2% investment target.

In 2014, in response to 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea 
in Ukraine, NATO allies de-
cided to move towards spend-
ing 2% of their gross domestic 
product (GDP) on defence 
over the next ten years.

This has been a subject 
of contention however with 
some allies struggling to reach 
the target.

According to NATO data, 
the lead-spender in military 
investment relative to eco-
nomic strength is Greece, with 
a figure of 3.76%, followed by 
the United States at 3.47%.

NATO wants to drastically boost 
rapid response force troop levels

DPA 
BRUSSELS 

HIGHER green energy and energy 
efficiency targets are on the horizon, 
according to an agreement by Euro-
pean Union ministers in charge of 
energy policy.

The draft bill, which still needs to 
be negotiated with the European Par-
liament, would raise the binding tar-
get for energy from renewable sourc-
es in the overall energy mix to 40% 
by 2030, up from the current goal of 
32% by that year, according to a press 
statement published on Monday.

EU countries would commit 
themselves to reducing end-user en-
ergy consumption by 36% by 2030 as 
part of the agreement.

German Economy Minister Rob-
ert Habeck praised the agreement on 
the sidelines of the ministers’ meet-
ing in Luxembourg.

If the draft legislation was to en-
ter into force, the EU would “have an 
energy and climate protection reform 
package the likes of which Europe 
has not seen for a long time,” Habeck 
said.

The agreement comes after Rus-
sia’s recent cuts in gas supply have 
added urgency to the EU’s drive to 
reduce fossil fuel imports, alongside 
concerns about climate change.

“Decarbonising our energy sys-

tems through a massive deployment 
of renewable energies and significant 
efforts in energy savings is essential 
to achieve our climate objectives,” 
Agnès Pannier-Runacher, the French 
minister for energy transition, said in 
a statement.

“It will also help us to reduce our 
dependence on Russia for energy, in 
the context of the war in Ukraine”, 
said Pannier-Runacher.

Energy ministers also dealt with 
a new regulation that requires EU 
countries to fill up their gas storage 
to at least 80% before the coming 
winter and 90% the year thereafter. 
Whether the storage targets will be 
met remains unclear.

Russia has now reduced its gas 
deliveries to 12 EU countries since 
it began invading Ukraine about 4 
months ago, according to the Euro-

pean Commission.
Gas deliveries from Russia to the 

EU have fallen by half compared to 
the same period last year, EU Energy 
Commissioner Kadri Simson said as 
she arrived at the meeting in Luxem-
bourg on Monday morning.

Germany, which is suffering sup-
ply cuts, is counting on solidarity in 
dealing with the current gas crisis, 
Habeck said.

“If Germany is now trying to 
fill up its storage facilities, it is not 
only to supply Germany,” Habeck 
said, but to enable mutual support 
for neighbouring countries like the 
Czech Republic and Austria should 
the situation worsen in the months 
ahead.

“A supply crisis in one country 
leads to an economic crisis in anoth-
er, we are committed and dependent 
on solidarity here,” Habeck said.

Habeck stressed that Germany’s 
current gas needs are met and stor-
age facilities are filling up, albeit at a 
slower rate than previously.

Austrian Energy Minister Le-
onore Gewessler called for faster 
joint gas purchases as the landlocked 
country is struggling to find alterna-
tive gas supplies on its own.

Energy and related emissions will 
also be on the agenda when EU en-
vironment ministers convene in Lux-
embourg on Tuesday.

EU countries back higher targets 
for renewables, energy efficiency

Robert Habeck

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (right) gives a press conference with Prime Minister of Sweden 
Magdalena Andersson at the NATO headquarters in Brussels on Monday. (AFP)

Stoltenberg plays down hope of Turkey breakthrough in Madrid
DPA 

BRUSSELS

NATO SECRETARY General 
Jens Stoltenberg on Monday 
played down expectations of 
a breakthrough ahead of talks 
with Turkey on the eve of a 
NATO summit this week, as 
the country continues to block 
a bid by Sweden and Finland 

to join the alliance.
Stoltenberg said in a Brus-

sels press conference he “will 
not make promises” ahead 
of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s meeting 
with Finnish President Sauli 
Niinistö and Swedish Prime 
Minister Magdalena Anders-
son on Tuesday.

The Finnish and Swedish 

leaders will meet with Tur-
key’s president in Madrid on 
the first day of a three-day 
NATO summit, as the two 
Nordic countries press their 
case for membership in the se-
curity alliance against resist-
ance from Ankara.

The Finnish presidential 
office said NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg is 

also expected at the meeting.
Preparatory work for the 

Tuesday talks between Ni-
inistö, Andersson and Er-
dogan is expected to start in 
Brussels on Monday.

The aim of the Madrid talks 
“is to make progress,” Stolten-
berg said, but underlined “it’s 
too early to say what kind 
of progress” could be made 

ahead of the summit.
Finland and Sweden set 

aside their policies of military 
non-alignment and neutrality 
in the wake of Russia’s ongo-
ing invasion of Ukraine, with 
large percentages of the coun-
tries’ populations saying they 
would feel safer in NATO.

But their bid to join has 
been blocked by Turkey so far. 
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Russian troops have killed 
more than 40 ukrainian sol-
diers in the Mykolaiv region, 
according to the Defence Min-
istry, as Moscow’s forces tar-
geted central, southern and 
eastern ukraine.

Russian forces also de-
stroyed military equipment 
near the village of Vysunsk in 
the south-eastern region on 
sunday, the ministry said.

The attack was not far from 
where Moscow’s forces tar-
geted the port city of Odessa 
in southern ukraine, with six 
people injured in a missile 
strike, including a child, the 
ukrainian military’s southern 
command said.

Two people died after a 
busy shopping centre in the 
central ukrainian city of Kre-
menchuk caught fire following 
a missile attack.

“The occupiers fired rock-
ets at a shopping centre where 
there were more than a thou-
sand civilians,” President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said on Tel-
egram.

He shared a video show-
ing dark plumes of smoke ris-
ing from a burning building. 
at least two people were killed 
and 20 were injured, accord-
ing to the deputy head of the 
presidential office, Kyrylo Ty-
moshenko.

Poltava regional gover-
nor Dmytro Lunin slammed 
the attack as a “war crime by 
the Russians.” Meanwhile in 
eastern ukraine, Kiev’s forces 
managed to repel Russian at-
tacks west of Lysychansk, stop-
ping them from surrounding 
the city.

Moscow is trying to over-
power the last remaining city 
in Luhansk not yet under its 
control as it attempts to seize 
Donbass, made up of the re-
gions of Luhansk and Donetsk.

it has largely gained power 
in Luhansk, after ukrainian 
forces retreated from severo-
donetsk, across the river from 
Lysychansk, its sister sity.

Lysychansk itself was again 

the target of heavy air and ar-
tillery attacks on Monday, ac-
cording to ukrainian sources. 
several thousand ukrainian 
soldiers are said to still be sta-
tioned in the city, while Rus-
sian units are already on the 
outskirts.

Meanwhile as ukrain-
ian forces retreat from severo-

donetsk, some 500 civilians 
are still trapped in the azot 
chemical plant where they 
took shelter, the Moscow rep-

resentative of the pro-Russian 
Luhansk separatists, Rodion 
Miroshnik, told Russian na-
tional television. He said the 

civilians were unable to leave 
as several exits are mined.

Elsewhere, Moldovan Pres-
ident Maia sandu expressed 

her shock at the the damage af-
ter visiting the Kiev suburbs of 
Borodyanka, Bucha and irpin. 
“Was left speechless by the 
level of violence & destruction 
we saw. it’s an unimaginable 
tragedy & we wholeheartedly 
wish the brave selfless people 
peace, freedom & prosperity, & 
life of their own choosing,” she 
said in a tweet.

sandu also met Zelensky, 
who later said, “we have not 
only a common border with 
Moldova, but also values and 
goals,” on Telegram.

The Moldovan president’s 
visit comes amid fears that 
Russia might also attack the 
country, claiming alleged op-
pression of the Russian-speak-
ing population in the breaka-
way region of Transnistria.

While Russia’s main oper-
ational focus remains the area 
around severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk, the heavy shelling 

during the past week suggests 
Russia is now trying to regain 
momentum on the northern 
izyum axis, according to the 
British Ministry of Defence.

“ukrainian forces continue 
to hold the line in that sector, 
making good use of forested 
terrain to assist their defence,” 
the defence analysts said in an 
update.

They also forecast that 
Russia would increasingly rely 
on reserve forces in the com-
ing weeks, as Moscow remains 
reluctant to order a general 
mobilization, “despite a con-
tinued shortfall in the number 
of deployable reservists.” as 
ukraine continues to fight off 
Russian aggression, western 
alliances sent further support 
on Monday.

The united states is to 
provide an advanced medium- 
and long-range air missile de-
fence system to ukraine, na-
tional security advisor Jake 
sullivan said on the sidelines 
of the G7 summit in Germany.

Zelensky addressed the G7 
leaders by video link, saying he 
hoped Russia would withdraw 
its troops before the end of the 
year to avoid fighting during 
the cold winter months.

Meanwhile, naTO secre-
tary General Jens stoltenberg 
announced plans to increase 
troop numbers for the alli-
ance’s rapid response forces to 
more than 300,000.

and the European Com-
mission said it would provide 
Kiev with equipment to com-
bat public health risks such as 
chemical, biological, radiologi-
cal and nuclear threats.

Russia meanwhile hit back 
at Western sanctions imposed 
to halt the war with a ban on 
43 Canadian officials. The 
Canadian business manag-
ers and politicians are barred 
from entering the country, ac-
cording to a list published by 
the Russian Foreign Ministry 
on Monday.

Moscow slammed Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s government for 
its “course of militant Russo-
phobia.”

More than 40 Ukrainian soldiers killed 
in Mykolaiv attack, says Moscow

Firefighters put out the fire in a mall hit by a Russian missile strike in the eastern Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk on Monday.  (afp)

World

Biden, G7 allies will increase defense 
aid and economic support to Ukraine

dpa
Krun, Germany

in a videoconference Monday 
with the leaders of the world’s 
most powerful democracies, 
ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy pressed for 
more advanced weaponry and 
defense systems to blunt Rus-
sia’s air attacks - and the u.s. 
plans to deliver just that.

President Joe Biden will 
announce a new aid package 
this week that will include 
advanced medium- and long-
range air defense systems, a 
top White House official con-
firmed, noting that Zelenskyy 
is eager to shorten a brutal war 
entering its fifth month.

Zelenskyy, speaking to 
leaders of the G-7 a day after 
Russian missiles struck civil-
ian targets in ukraine’s capi-
tal of Kyiv, told Biden and the 
other leaders gathered here in 
the Bavarian alps that he des-
perately needs “additional air 
defense capabilities that could 
shoot down missiles out of the 
sky,” according to Jake sulli-
van, Biden’s national security 
advisor.

“What we’re trying to do 
with this point is tailor our 
military assistance to the par-
ticular, immediate needs of 
ukrainians on the battlefield,” 
sullivan told reporters after 
the G-7’s morning working 
session that focused on the 
war in ukraine. Those dis-
cussions centered on the best 
strategies to assist Kyiv at a 

moment when fighting has 
bogged down in the country’s 
contested eastern region.

Zelenskyy, sullivan said, 
“believes that a grinding con-
flict is not in the interest of 
the ukrainian people” and 
“would like to see his military 
and those in the West who are 
supporting his military mak-
ing maximum use of the next 
few months to put ukraine 
in as good a position as they 
can possibly be in.” after 
the meeting, the G-7 leaders 
pledged in a statement to sup-
port ukraine “for as long as it 
takes,” affirming their “unwa-
vering commitment” to defend 
the country from Russian ag-
gression while leaving it up to 
Zelenskyy to decide when and 
how to try to negotiate a peace 
settlement.

Given the global econom-
ic impact of the war, which 
has caused inflation to spike, 
destabilized energy markets 
and exacerbated a worldwide 
food shortage, Biden and oth-
er G-7 leaders are also moti-
vated to apply additional pres-
sure that could help end the 
conflict.

While increasing defense 
aid for ukraine, Biden and 
other G-7 leaders appeared 
close to an agreement in prin-
ciple to impose price caps 
on Russian oil, limiting how 
much Moscow can make sell-
ing its crude around the world.

“The goal here is to starve 
Russia, starve Putin of his 
main source of cash and force 

down the price of oil to help 
blunt the impact of Putin’s war 
at the pump,” said a senior 
administration official, who 
spoke about the proposal on 
the condition of anonymity.

The u.s. has already 
banned Russian oil imports, 
and Europe is working to re-
duce its dependence on Putin’s 
vast energy reserves.

While Russia is selling less 
oil than in February, which it 
launched its invasion, its rev-
enues from oil and gas have 
actually increased as the cost 
of fuel has shot up.

a price cap, in theory, 

would keep Russian oil on the 
market and avoid further up-
setting global supplies, while 
reducing Putin’s ability to prof-
it from it.

But leaders are likely to 
leave Germany on Wednes-
day without a firm agreement 
beyond tasking G-7 finance 
ministers to figure out how to 
implement such price limits.

sullivan said any agree-
ment in principle would still 
mark a “pretty dramatic step 
forward” and “one of the more 
significant outcomes of a G-7 
summit.” But he declined to 
say just how quickly the group 

might be able to act.
“The single biggest factor 

here is this is not something 
that can be pulled off the shelf 
as a tried and true method,” he 
said. “it is a new kind of con-
cept to deal with a particularly 
novel challenge, which is how 
to effectively deal with a coun-
try that’s selling millions of 
barrels of oil a day.” “There is 
no reason, though,” he added, 
“that if leaders come together 
around this, there couldn’t 
be relatively rapid work done 
on it.” G-7 members, who on 
Monday also addressed food 
shortages and other impacts 

from the ukraine war, planned 
to announce new measures to 
punish Russia. Those actions 
are expected to include sanc-
tions aimed at Russia’s state-
owned defense companies, 
restrictions on individuals 
suspected of war crimes and 
stealing grain from ukraine, 
and additional tariffs on Rus-
sian exports.

Biden is set to depart Ger-
many on Wednesday and head 
to Madrid for a naTO summit, 
where ukraine will continue 
to be the central focus. The 
organization plans to affirm a 
new strategic concept, its first 
in 12 years, that will reflect 
the changing security calculus 
across Europe and the West 
since Putin invaded ukraine.

Crystallizing the sea 
change is the group’s likely 
expansion as Finland and 
sweden, after decades of neu-
trality, have moved to join the 
defense pact that treats any at-
tack on one member as an at-
tack on all.

Most don’t expect this 
week’s meetings to see all 
member nations sign off on 
the expansion, a requirement 
for admission. Turkey, most 
notably, has so far refused to 
agree to Finland and sweden’s 
accession.

Biden, sullivan said, has 
not ruled out meeting with 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan.

“Let’s see how the next 24 
hours unfold,” sullivan said. 
“There is activity occurring.”

Putin to attend 
G20 summit in 
Indonesia

dpa
moscow 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is planning to attend 
the G20 summit in indonesia 
this autumn, his foreign policy 
advisor Yuri ushakov says, ac-
cording to the Tass state news 
agency.

“Yes, we have confirmed 
that our participation is 
planned,” ushakov said.

it is unclear however 
whether Putin will travel to the 
summit to attend in person or 
join the meeting via video link.

“i do not know,” said usha-
kov, adding that there was still 
a lot of time before the sum-
mit. “i hope that the pandemic 
will allow us to conduct this 
important forum in person.” 

Putin has participated in 
a number of events via video 
link in the last months, citing 
the pandemic. 

On Tuesday, he will begin 
his first official trip abroad 
since the invasion of ukraine, 
travelling to Tajikistan in Cen-
tral asia.

The G20 is a group of lead-
ing economic powers, includ-
ing the G7 nations and coun-
tries such as Russia, China and 
saudi-arabia. 

The next summit is due to 
take place on the indonesian 
island of Bali in mid-novem-
ber.

The indonesian President 
Joko Widodo had confirmed 
that Putin would be participat-
ing as far back as april, but, 
until today, the Kremlin had 
said that it was still reviewing 
its participation.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses G7 leaders via video link at Elmau Castle, southern 
Germany on Monday. (afp)

Two people died after a busy shopping centre in the central Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk caught fire following a missile attack

A Ukrainian deminer examines a crater caused by missile strikes which struck the yard of a school in a 
residential area of Kharkiv on Monday. (afp) 
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Overpower 
moscow is trying to overpower 
the last remaining city in 
Luhansk not yet under its 
control as it attempts to seize 
Donbass, made up of the 
regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk
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DUKHAN Bank has part-
nered with Visa, the Official 
Payment Services partner 
of FIFA, to launch a spe-
cial campaign that will give 
Dukhan Bank Visa credit 
cardholders an exceptional 
chance to win match ticket 
packages for FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, thanks to 
Visa. 

The campaign, which 
runs until  19 October 2022, 
will see a total of 40 lucky 
winners selected through 
multiple raffle draws to 
win exclusive match ticket 
packages for two, courtesy 
of Visa, to attend different 
stages of the tournament 
from the opening ceremony 
through to the final match.

Dukhan Bank custom-

ers, who spend monthly 
QR10,000 or more using 
their Dukhan Bank Visa 
credit card, stand a chance 
to win a package for two for 
the opening match, group 
stages, round of 16 games, 
quarterfinals, semifinals 
or the final matches of the 
much-anticipated tourna-
ment, thanks to Visa. 

During this campaign, 
customers who spend a 
minimum of QR10,000 a 
month stand a chance to en-
ter a draw to win match tick-
ets for group stages; those 
who spend a minimum of 
QR15,000 will enter a draw 
for group stages and round 
of 16 games, while those 
who spend a minimum of 
QR25,000 a month, will be 
eligible to win tickets for 
group stages, round of 16 
games and quarterfinals. 

Moreover, customers spend-
ing a minimum of QR35,000 
a month during the cam-
paign period will be qualified 
to win tickets for group stag-
es, round of 16 games, quar-

terfinals and semifinals; and 
those spending QR70,000 
at least per month will en-
ter a draw to win tickets for 
the opening, group stages, 
round of 16 games, quarter-

finals, semifinals and final 
matches. All these fantastic 
prizes come courtesy of Visa.  

There will be four draws 
to select the winners. Dur-
ing each draw, there will be 

1 winner for opening match, 
5 winners for group stage, 
1 winner for round of 16, 1 
winner for quarterfinals, 1 
winner for semifinals and 1 
winner for the finals, result-
ing in a total of 40 prizes for 
2, with all match tickets pro-
vided by Visa.

Commenting on the 
campaign, Talal Ahmed Al 
Khaja, Dukhan Bank’s Chief 
Marketing and Communica-
tions Officer, said, “We are 
excited to give this excep-
tional opportunity to our 
loyal customers to enjoy the 
lasting memory that will ac-
company FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022™, the first in the 
Arab world and the Middle 
East. This campaign is an 
occasion to give back to our 
cardholders while strength-
ening our partnership with 
Visa.”

Dr Sudheer Nair, Visa’s 
Country Manager for Qatar, 
stated, “We are pleased to 
partner with Dukhan Bank 
to bring FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022™ closer to the 
bank’s customers. This pro-
motion will give Dukhan 
Bank Visa credit cardhold-
ers the avenue to live the ex-
citement of the long-awaited 
tournament while enjoying 
the benefits of reliable, se-
cure and seamless digital 
payments.” 

To find out more about 
Dukhan Bank Visa credit 
cards, customers can visit 
Dukhan Bank’s website on 
dukhanbank.com or call the 
Contact Centre on 800 8555. 
Alternatively, they can ask 
the bank’s virtual assistant 
‘Rashid’ on the website, mo-
bile app or via WhatsApp on 
44100888.

Dukhan Bank, in partnership with Visa, unveils FIFA World Cup campaign

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari met with Minister for Finance and Employment of Malta Clyde Caruana, in Doha on Monday. 
The two sides reviewed bilateral relations and ways to enhance them, in addition to the most important economic, investment and trade 
developments.

Qatar’s finance minister meets with Maltese counterpart QatarEnergy joins 
initiative seeking 
to erase methane 
footprint by 2030
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATARENERGY has joined 
the Aiming for Zero Meth-
ane Emissions Initiative, an 
industry-led move  that aims 
to reach near zero methane 
emissions from oil and gas as-
sets by 2030.

The initiative adopts an 
all-in approach that treats 
methane emissions as serious-
ly as the industry treats safety. 
It supports the implementa-
tion of sound regulations to 
tackle methane emissions and 
encourages governments to 
include methane emissions re-
duction targets as part of their 
climate strategies. 

QatarEnergy is the first 
company to join the initiative 
outside its twelve existing sig-
natories: Aramco, bp, Chevron, 
CNPC, Eni, Equinor, Exxon-
Mobil, Occidental, Petrobras, 
Repsol, Shell and TotalEner-
gies. 

Commenting on this oc-
casion, His Excellency Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi, the Minister 
of State for Energy Affairs, the 
President and CEO of Qatar-
Energy, said, “By being the first 
company to join the Aiming for 
Zero Methane Emissions Initi-
ative outside its twelve existing 
signatories, we are reaffirming 

Qatar’s priorities and com-
mitments with regards to the 
climate change agenda, and 
its unwavering support to the 
global effort to reducing emis-
sions, including methane. This 
also falls in line with QatarEn-
ergy’s recently announced Sus-
tainability Strategy and follows 
landmark steps that include 
signing the guiding principles 
on reducing methane emis-
sions across the natural gas 
value chain and endorsing the 
Global Methane Pledge.” 

On this occasion, Bob 
Dudley, Chair of the OGCI, 
said: “We are proud to wel-

come QatarEnergy, one of the 
world’s largest integrated en-
ergy providers, to the Aiming 
for Zero Methane Emissions 
Initiative.”

“Recognizing that elimi-
nating methane emissions 
from the oil and gas industry 
represents one of the best 
short-term ways of address-
ing climate change, I encour-
age others to join this ambi-
tious effort to eliminate the 
oil and gas industry’s meth-
ane footprint by 2030,” Dud-
ley added. 

The Aiming for Zero Meth-
ane Emissions Initiative was 
launched in March 2022 by 
the OGCI member CEOs. All 
energy companies involved 
in the exploration, extraction 
and/or production of oil or 
natural gas can join as Signa-
tories at no financial cost. 

Other organizations striv-
ing to have a positive influence 
on reducing methane emis-
sions from the oil and gas in-
dustry can join as Supporters. 
Companies joining the Initia-
tive agree to do what it takes to 
reach near zero methane emis-
sions in their operations, re-
porting transparently, adopt-
ing better monitoring and 
measurement technologies 
and supporting the implemen-
tation of sound regulations.

Qatar’s industrial production up 
3.8% as mining output grows
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR’S industrial produc-
tion in April, 2022, rose 3.8 
percent from March mostly 
due to a jump in the mining 
output, which includes oil 
and gas production.

According to the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority 
(PSA), the key Industrial Pro-
duction Index stood at 102.6 
points in April, up 6.7 percent 
from a year ago.

The mining component of 
the index, which has a rela-
tive weightage of 82.46 per-
cent, showed an increase of 
6.1 percent month-on-month 
and a jump of 8.2 percent 
year- on-year.

The m-o-m climb in min-
ing output was driven by in-
creased production of crude 
oil and natural gas, by 6.1 
percent. Production under 
the “other mining and quar-
rying” group also showed a 
month-on-month rise of 4.2 
percent.

Qatar’s manufacturing 
output — which has a relative 
weightage of 15.85 percent in 
the index — declined in April, 
showing a 9 percent fall from 
March. PSA attributed this to 
fall in manufacture of chemi-

cals and chemical products 
by 14.2 percent, cement and 
other non-metallic mineral 
products by 8 percent, food 
products by 4.2 percent and 
refined petroleum products 
by 2.9 percent.

However, manufacturing 
output in four groups went up 
— rubber and plastics prod-
ucts by 4.8 percent, printing 
and reproduction of recorded 
media by 4.7 percent, bever-
ages by 3.2 percent and basic 
metals by 2.7 percent.

The manufacturing com-
ponent of the IPI in April 

showed a 3.3-percent decline 
when compared with that in 
the same month last year.

The fall was driven mainly 
by decreased productions of 
cement and other non-metal-
lic mineral products by 10.2 
percent, printing and repro-
duction of recorded media 
by 9.1 percent, basic metals 
by 8.3 percent, rubber and 
plastics products by 2.3 per-
cent, refined petroleum prod-
ucts increased by 1.9 percent 
and chemicals and chemical 
products by 1.3 percent.

However, manufacturing 

output went up in two groups 
year-on-year — beverages by 
16.6 percent and food prod-
ucts by 3.8 percent.

Electricity output — 
which accounts for 1.16 per-
cent of IPI — increased 35.2 
percent in April month-on-
month and rose 24.4 percent 
year-on-year.

Similarly, water produc-
tion (desalination), which 
carries a weightage of 0.53 
percent, showed an increase 
of 3.8 percent month-on-
month and an increase of 35 
percent year-on-year.

All-in approach 
The initiative adopts an all-in 
approach that treats methane 
emissions as seriously as the 
industry treats safety. It 
supports the implementation 
of sound regulations to tackle 
methane emissions and 
encourages governments to 
include methane emissions 
reduction targets as part of 
their climate strategies. 
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

AwArd-winning fintech 
startup Cwallet has part-
nered with Microsoft Qatar 
to digitally transform thou-
sands of organizations by 
equipping businesses with 
the latest tools to ensure safe 
and secure digital payments.

This partnership was for-
malized in a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
signed by Michael Javier, 
CEO and Founder of Cwal-
let, and Lana Khalaf, gen-
eral Manager of Microsoft 
Qatar, and will lead to the 
migration of Cwallet’s entire 
technology stack to Micro-
soft Azure. This migration 
will offer users the security, 
scalability, and end-user ex-
perience that they have come 
to expect from Cwallet and 
Microsoft.

“At Cwallet, security, 
compliance, and data pri-
vacy are key priorities - as 
they are at all other fintech 
organizations. By partnering 
with Microsoft and migrat-
ing our technology stack to 
Azure, we can ensure that 
our organization runs on 
the most trusted, scalable, 
and robust cloud platform in 
Qatar. Azure also allows us 
to build, deploy, and man-
age apps without buying or 

maintaining the underlying 
infrastructure. This partner-
ship will enable us to deliver 
the highest end-user expe-
rience to our B2B and B2C 
customers,” said Michael 
Javier, CEO and Founder of 
Cwallet.

Jamal Bdeir, Small and 
Medium Business Lead for 
Microsoft Middle East Clus-
ter said: “Qatar has prior-
itized the growth of its start-
up ecosystem as the country 
pursues its vision to become 
a sustainable innovation 
hub. As Qatar’s trusted digi-
tal transformation partner, 
we at Microsoft are commit-
ted to empowering startups 
and entrepreneurs to har-
ness the intelligent cloud and 
deliver innovative services 
for customers. This partner-
ship will enable us to con-

tribute to the transforma-
tion of the financial services 
industry through integrated 
cloud resources that meet 
the security and compliance 
needs of Cwallet’s custom-
ers.”

Under the new agree-
ment, Cwallet will leverage 
a number of Microsoft prod-
ucts and services including, 
but not limited to, Azure 
Machine Learning, Cosmos 
dB, Power Bi, Kubernetes, 
Application insights, and 
other Azure security services 
to help drive business value 
and accelerate innovation for 
Cwallet, CPay, CShop, and 
any future ventures.

This partnership be-
tween Cwallet and Microsoft 
comes ahead of the launch 
of the Microsoft Cloud data-
center region in Qatar.

CWallet, Microsoft Qatar partner 
to bring latest fintech services to 
organizations through Azure

Microsoft Qatar Lana Khalaf General Manager with CWallet CEO 
and Founder Michael Javier.

Five reasons that make new Huawei Band 7 stand out 
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

whEn thinking about a smart 
band, what usually comes to 
mind is a simple wearable that 
tracks fitness indicators and 
relays the data to an app. Their 
displays are often small and 
quite basic, and they lack more 
integrated health features, 
which are reserved for high-
end smartwatches in most 
cases. however, bridging this 
gap is huawei with its newly 
launched huawei Band 7, the 
ultra-thin smart band with a 
long-battery life that comes 
with impressive health man-
agement and workout moni-
toring features. This stylish 
wearable is for both the young 
millennials and always on-the-
move fitness gurus. 

This ultra-thin smart band 

comes in four stylish colours: 
graphite Black, nebula Pink, 
wilderness green and Flame 
red, broadening the options to 
satisfy a wide range of tastes. 
here are five reasons you 
should consider it.

Ultra-thin Design Fash-
ionable Design

huawei Band 7 has shaved 
off some thickness and shed 
some weight as compared to its 
predecessor. it is only 9.99mm 
thick and weighs just 16 grams  
which makes the smart band a 
whole lot more comfortable to 
wear and all the more stylish 
than before. it also comes with 
a large 1.47-inch AMOLEd 
huawei FullView display with 
an increased screen-to-body 
ratio of 64.88%. 

2-week long battery life

huawei Band 7 will be 
good to go for two weeks with 
one full charge. it can last up 
to 14 days on a single charge in 
typical scenarios and up to 10 
days under heavy usage .

It keeps an eye on your 
health and well-being!

huawei Band 7 provides 
a slew of health management 
features, like monitoring of 
SpO2 , which is an important 
indicator of a person’s health 
levels. it also boasts huawei 
TruSeen 4.0 a heart rate moni-
toring technology. Knowledge 
of the quality of your sleep, to-
gether with its pattern, is also 
important to help you embrace 
a healthy lifestyle. Thanks to 
the huawei TruSleep 2.0 tech-
nology, the band can assess 
sleep quality without disturb-
ing the user’s sleep, accurately 

identifying six types of typical 
sleep problems. Lastly, hua-
wei Trurelax technology will 
help you keep an eye on your 
stress levels, and the band will 
remind you to do breathing ex-
ercises to release stress when 
needed.

Fitness trainer on your 
wrist

in order to meet your fit-
ness needs, the huawei Band 
7 comes with an expansive 
range of fitness features to 
kick-start an active lifestyle. 
The band has something new 
up its sleeve for runners. it 
uses TruSport™ algorithms to 
measure the training index of 
runners, and the running abil-
ity index (rAi) can tell you a 
great deal about your endur-
ance level and the efficiency 
of your running technic. This 

smart band supports workout 
monitoring for 96 workout 
modes, including running, 
cycling, swimming, rope skip-
ping and roller skating. 

A smart assistant
huawei Band 7 supports 

music controls , remote shut-
ter , reminders (text messages, 
emails, social apps), weather, 
alarm clock, stopwatch, tim-
er, flashlight, find my phone, 
voice assistant, as well as quick 
reply to deliver a smarter and 
more convenient experience.

Price and availability
The huawei Band 7 avail-

able on huawei’s official web-
site and the latest experience 
store at doha Festival City and 
Place Vendome in Qatar priced 
at Qr209. The Ultra-Thin 
FullView Fitness Tracker.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MiCrOSOFT has expanded 
its operations in Qatar with 
the opening of a new Lusail 
City facility, the company’s 
fourth and largest office in the 
country, part of a significant 
investment in Qatar which in-
cludes the soon to be launched 
Microsoft Cloud data center 
region. 

The launch of the new of-
fices reinforces Microsoft’s 
commitment to establish 
Qatar as a knowledge and in-
novation hub, and will enable 
Microsoft to better serve its 
customers, collaborate with 
its technology partners and at-
tract and develop top talent. 

Microsoft was joined by 
his Excellency Mohammed 
bin Ali Al-Mannai, Minister of 
Communications and infor-
mation Technology, as well as 
high ranking officials from the 
U.S. Embassy in Qatar, to cel-
ebrate the official opening of 
its new state-of-the-art office 
in Burj Al Fardan, Lusail City. 
The inauguration ceremony 
was live-streamed on Micro-
soft Teams to allow the com-
pany’s employees in the wider 
Middle East and Africa region 
to be part of the celebrations.

“Microsoft has been deeply 
rooted in Qatar and our com-
mitment to help grow Qatar’s 
innovation economy has nev-
er been stronger,” said Lana 
Khalaf, general Manager at 
Microsoft Qatar. “with the 
launch of our new offices and 
our Customer innovation 
Center, customers and part-
ners will have the opportunity 
to co-innovate, ideate and en-
vision ground breaking solu-
tions that will revolutionize 
their industries” 

Fuelling innovation
with one side of the of-

fice overlooking the Arabian 
sea and the other facing the 
desert, the eye-catching space 
fuses Microsoft’s global corpo-
rate identity with local Qatari 
flavor to capture the forward-
looking, agile and resilient na-
ture of Qatar. 

The new Microsoft facil-
ity includes a Customer in-
novation Center that will 
host innovation and ideation 
workshops aimed at inspiring 
groundbreaking solutions that 
spur transformation across 
industries in Qatar.  The of-
fice will play a vital role as an 
innovation hub for leading 
technology startups, students, 
and community organizations 
from across Qatar.

it will also serve as a re-
gional hub for the company’s 
talent, servicing Qatar and the 
wider Microsoft Middle East 
Cluster region. work done at 
the facility will support the 
company’s efforts to grow, re-
tain, and recruit the most tal-
ented people to build the most 
cutting-edge solutions. The 
new office was designed with 
the evolution of work in mind, 
presenting an inclusive hybrid 
workplace that empowers em-
ployees to better serve cus-

tomers and collaborate with 
partners, whether they are in 
person or remote. 

Leveraging the company’s 
latest future of work technolo-
gies, the sustainable, smart 
space facilitates seamless hy-
brid work that offers employ-
ees flexibility to divide their 
work time between the office 
and offsite locations, lead-
ing to increased productivity, 
higher employee satisfaction 
and enhanced team collabora-
tion. The office incorporates 
a Team Based Space design 
that pairs the latest technol-
ogy with modern and col-
laborative workplaces and is 
fitted with the latest Microsoft 
Teams-enabled hardware and 
software to facilitate seamless 
hybrid work. 

“in designing the new of-
fice, we were guided by two 
main principles. The first was 
our determination to provide 

the best workplace for our em-
ployees, offering a highly en-
gaging, inclusive, and flexible 
environment that leverages 
the latest modern work tech-
nologies to create future proof 
smart workspaces. The second 
was sustainability, to deliver 
the first office to be certified 
on the highest sustainability 
standards in the Middle East. 
i am extremely proud to say 
that we delivered on both of 
those objectives – while prior-
itizing the focus on customers 
with our Customer innovation 
Center,” Khalaf says.  

“i look forward to wel-
coming customers, partners, 
visitors and Microsoft’s team 
members to our new office, 
and i am confident that this 
expansion will drive further 
recruitment and retention of 
the brightest talent who will be 
inspired to build cutting-edge 
solutions for organizations 

and people in the country.”
in 2020, Microsoft an-

nounced ambitious com-
mitments to become carbon 
negative by 2030 and remove 
more carbon from the environ-
ment than it has emitted since 
its founding by 2050. in line 
with these sustainability goals, 
this new facility is fitted with 
the latest green technologies 
to drive energy and water ef-
ficiency and is the company’s 
first office in the Middle East 
to reach Level 1 on Microsoft’s 
global Sustainability Standard.

The premises have also 
achieved a C-grade global 
Microsoft Accessibility Stand-
ard for extending equal oppor-
tunities for all employees to 
access their workspaces with 
features such as easily accessi-
ble parking spaces, automatic 
doors, room signs with Braille, 
and audible and visible alarm 
systems.

Microsoft deepens investment in Qatar 
with opening of new state-of-the-art office

Minister of Communications and Information Technology HE Mohammed bin Ali Al Mannai, Microsoft team and US Embassy officials during a tour of the new Microsoft office in Lusial City.
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What’s the impact of a Russian 
debt default?

Russia appeared to default on its 
foreign debt for the first time 
since the Bolshevik Revolution 
more than a century ago, further 
alienating the country from the 

global financial system following sanctions 
imposed over its war in Ukraine.

Moscow owed $100 million in interest 
on one bond priced in dollars and one priced 
in euros, which was originally due May 27. 
A 30-day grace period expired Sunday, but 
there has not been an official determination 
of a default yet.

“For all practical purposes, Russia is in 
default,” said Jay S. Auslander, a sovereign 
debt lawyer at the firm of Wilk Auslander 
in New York. “The 30-day grace period has 
expired. Bondholders do not have their 
money.”

Last month, the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment ended Russia’s ability to pay its bil-
lions in debt back to international investors 
through American banks. In response, the 
Russian Finance Ministry said it would pay 
dollar-denominated debts in rubles and of-
fer “the opportunity for subsequent conver-
sion into the original currency.”

Russia says it has the money to pay its 
debts but Western sanctions created “arti-
ficial obstacles” by freezing its foreign cur-
rency reserves held abroad.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters Monday that “there are no 
grounds to call this situation a default,” say-
ing Russia has paid but it could not be pro-
cessed because of sanctions.

The other side argues that “this hap-
pened because of sanctions, but sanctions 
were fully in your control,” Auslander said. 
“All of this was under your control, because 
all you had to do was not invade Ukraine.”

Here are key things to know about a 
Russian default:

How much does Russia owe?
About $40 billion in foreign bonds, 

about half of that to foreigners. Before the 
start of the war, Russia had around $640 
billion in foreign currency and gold re-
serves, much of which was held overseas 
and is now frozen.

Russia has not defaulted on its interna-
tional debts since the Bolshevik Revolution, 
when the Russian Empire collapsed and the 
Soviet Union was created. Russia defaulted 
on its domestic debts in the late 1990s but 
was able to recover from that default with 
the help of international aid.

Russia has effectively been in default for 
months in the eyes of bond investors, said 
Liam Peach, an economist specializing in 
emerging European markets at Capital Eco-
nomics.

Insurance contracts that cover Russian 
debt have priced a 80% likelihood of default 
for weeks, and rating agencies like Standard 
& Poor’s and Moody’s have placed the coun-
try’s debt deep into junk territory.

How do you know if a country is in 
default?

Ratings agencies typically lower a rating 
to default, but they have stopped rating Rus-
sia and have made no declaration. A court 
also can decide the issue. Bondholders who 
have credit default swaps — contracts that 
act like insurance policies against default — 
can ask a committee of financial firm repre-
sentatives to decide whether a failure to pay 
debt should trigger a payout, which still isn’t 

a formal declaration of default.
The Credit Derivatives Determinations 

Committees — an industry group of banks 
and investment funds — would likely flag a 
“credit event,” Peach said. Auslander agreed 
that the panel “will declare Russia in default 
in due time.”

It ruled June 7 that Russia had failed to 
pay required additional interest after mak-
ing a payment on a bond after the April 4 
due date. But the committee put off taking 
further action due to uncertainty over how 
sanctions might affect any settlement.

What can investors do?
The formal way to declare default is if 

25% or more of bondholders say they didn’t 
get their money. Once that happens, provi-
sions say all Russia’s other foreign bonds are 
also in default, and bondholders could then 
seek a court judgment to enforce payment.

In normal circumstances, investors 
and the defaulting government typically 
negotiate a settlement in which bondhold-
ers are given new bonds that are worth less 
but that at least give them some partial 

compensation.
But sanctions bar dealings with Russia’s 

finance ministry. And no one knows when 
the war will end or how much defaulted 
bonds could wind up being worth.

In this case, declaring default and suing 
“might not be the wisest choice,” Auslander 
said. It’s not possible to negotiate with Rus-
sia and there are so many unknowns, so 
creditors may decide to “hang tight for now.”

Investors who wanted out of Russian 
debt have probably already headed for the 
exits, leaving those who may have bought 
bonds at knocked-down prices in hopes of 
profiting from a settlement in the long run. 
And they might want to keep a low profile 
for a while to avoid being associated with 
the war.

Once a country defaults, it can be cut 
off from bond-market borrowing until the 
default is sorted out and investors regain 
confidence in the government’s ability and 
willingness to pay. But Russia has already 
been cut off from Western capital markets, 
so any return to borrowing is a long way off 
anyway.

The Kremlin can still borrow rubles at 
home, where it mostly relies on Russian 
banks to buy its bonds.

What would be the impact of Russia’s 
default? 

Western sanctions over the war have 
sent foreign companies fleeing from Rus-
sia and interrupted the country’s trade and 
financial ties with the rest of the world. De-
fault would be one more symptom of that 
isolation and disruption.

A default would not affect the Russian 
economy right now because the country has 
not borrowed internationally in years amid 
sanctions and is making lots of money from 
exporting commodities like oil and natural 
gas, said Chris Weafer, a veteran Russian 
economy analyst at consulting firm Macro-
Advisory.

But longer term, when the war has re-
solved and Russia tries to rebuild its econ-
omy, “this is where the legacy of default will 
be a problem. It’s a bit like if an individual or 
if a company gets a bad credit score, it takes 
years to get over that,” he said.

Investment analysts are cautiously 
reckoning that a Russia default would not 
have the kind of impact on global financial 
markets and institutions that came from 
an earlier default in 1998. Back then, Rus-
sia’s default on domestic ruble bonds led the 
U.S. government to step in and get banks to 
bail out Long-Term Capital Management, a 
large U.S. hedge fund whose collapse, it was 
feared, could have shaken the wider finan-
cial and banking system.

Holders of the bonds — for instance, 
funds that invest in emerging market bonds 
— could take serious losses. Russia, how-
ever, played only a small role in emerging 
market bond indexes, limiting the losses to 
fund investors.

“The spillovers to the rest of the world 
should be limited,” Peach said.

But a Russian default could have a rip-
ple effect by adding pressure on global 
debt markets and making investors more 
risk averse and less willing to advance 
money, which “very well could lead to fur-
ther defaults in other emerging markets,” 
Weafer said.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen arrives to meet with Irish Finance Minister Paschal Donohoe at the Treasury Department, Thursday, June 2, 2022, in Washington. Russia is poised to default on its foreign 
debt for the first time since the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, further alienating the country from the global financial system amid its war in Ukraine. The country faces a Sunday, June 26, 2022 deadline to 
meet a 30-day grace period on interest payments originally due May 27. But it likely will take time to confirm a default.

Agencies

LEADERS of the world’s big-
gest developed economies are 
weighing a cap on the price of 
Russian oil meant to strike at 
the main pillar of the Krem-
lin’s finances following its 
invasion of Ukraine — and 
to limit the havoc that high 
energy prices are wreaking 
worldwide.

Details haven’t been 
agreed at the Group of Seven 
summit in Elmau, Germany, 
but the basic idea would be 
to tie the price cap to the 
services that make trading 
oil possible. For instance, in-
surers would be barred from 
dealing with shipments that 
are above the cap, wherever it 
winds up being set.

Because such service pro-
viders are largely based in the 
European Union and United 
Kingdom, Russia would be 
expected to face difficulty 
finding large-scale worka-

rounds.
Limiting the price would 

reduce the Kremlin’s income 
from oil — at the start of the 
war, it was about $450 mil-
lion per day from Europe 
alone. The cap also would 
limit the impact of higher oil 
prices on inflation in consum-
ing countries, with the cost of 
gasoline and diesel squeezing 
consumers and businesses.

But much would depend 
on whether Asian countries 
like India would go along 
with the price cap. A key 
question is enforcement, and 
European officials are also 
cautious about side effects.

“We want to go more 
into the details.... We want 
to make sure that the goal is 
to target Russia and not to 
make our life more difficult,” 
said Charles Michel, head 
of the European Union’s 
27-member council of gov-
ernments. “We need to have 
a clear common understand-

ing about what are the direct 
effects and what could be the 
collateral consequences.” 
The EU has agreed to phase 
out the 90% of Russian oil 
that comes by ship by the 
end of the year but is cha-
grined that it is still paying 
into the Kremlin’s war chest. 
EU countries, however, need 
time to line up new sources 
of oil and are under pressure 
from the high price of crude.

Governments are facing 
calls for even tougher action, 
such as an immediate end to 
Russian oil and natural gas 
shipments, a move that many 
economists say would trigger 
a recession in Europe.

Already, fears that supply 
from Russia would be lost to 
the global market has helped 
send global oil prices sharply 
higher, along with recovering 
demand from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The OPEC+ alli-
ance of oil-producing coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia 

and Russia, has increased 
output but too slowly to lower 
prices.

Russia is selling less oil 
as Western buyers shun its 
supply, but the higher prices 
have erased much of the loss 
to state finances.

The country’s central 
bank has managed to stabi-
lize the ruble despite West-
ern sanctions, in part with 
help from oil earnings. In-
ternational benchmark Brent 
crude is trading at $113 per 
barrel, up from $79 per bar-
rel at the start of the year.

One result has been pump 
prices hitting an all-time high 
of over $5 per gallon in the 
U.S. and over $7.50 in Ger-
many.

“At current prices, this 
entails massive profits for the 
Kremlin,” said Simone Tag-
liapietra, an energy policy ex-
pert at the Bruegel think tank 
in Brussels. “Should the G-7 
agree on a price cap for Rus-

sian oil, that would be a very 
important step to limit Pu-
tin’s windfall revenues.” Tag-
liapietra said the delayed EU 
boycott on Russian oil was 
“too little too late,” especially 
considering Russia’s cutoff or 
reduction of natural gas to 10 
EU countries in recent weeks. 
Western officials say Russia 
is “weaponizing” energy and 
exploiting Europe’s depend-
ence on Moscow’s supplies.

Russia has been able to 
find buyers outside the West 
as Asian customers — like 
India and China — have re-
placed the EU as the biggest 
buyers of oil shipped by sea.

Due to sanctions, Rus-
sian oil is trading at a steep 
discount to international 
benchmark Brent, fattening 
the profit margins of refiners 
in India who turn crude into 
gasoline. And some Russian 
oil sales have simply gone off 
the books.

Once Russia oil is refined 

into gasoline or blended with 
other crude, it’s hard to say 
where it came from, especial-
ly if no one wants to look too 
closely.

“It is questionable wheth-
er countries like India and 
China will agree to cease 
purchasing Russian oil, es-
pecially as it is trading at a 
significant discount on the 
global market price,” said 
commodities analyst Carsten 
Fritsch at Commerzbank in 
Frankfurt, Germany. “In-
stead, India is helping Rus-
sia to continue selling its oil 
despite the West’s sanctions.” 
Fritsch said India was willing 
to provide safety certifica-
tion for more than 80 ships 
belonging to a Dubai-based 
subsidiary of the state Rus-
sian shipping company Sov-
comflot after Western certifi-
cation bodies were unable to 
do so because of sanctions.

Since European refiners 
started shunning Russian 

oil in late February, Russian 
crude oil imports to Europe 
fell from 2.04 million bar-
rels per day to 1.49 million 
between March and May, 
according to Rystad Energy. 
Russian-origin oil imports 
by Asian refiners including 
China saw a corresponding 
503,000-barrel-per-day in-
crease.

“The expectation that 
Russian crude would cease 
to be traded on international 
markets has not transpired, 
and instead the steep dis-
count on Russian crude has 
seen vessels redirected to al-
ternative markets,” said Wei 
Cheong Ho, a vice president 
at Rystad Energy.

“While the cost of financ-
ing these vessels and trades 
has increased significantly 
due to be freezing out of the 
Western financial system, the 
discount on Urals is too at-
tractive for some refiners to 
ignore,” Ho added.

Oil price cap could strike Russia’s war chest, if enforced
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HE MINISTER OF SPORTS VISITS ASPIRE COMMAND CENTRE 

His Excellency Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali, Minister of Sports and Youth, visited the Aspire Command Centre for control of sports facilities on Monday. HE was informed about the objectives of the centre towards raising the level of operational efficiency of 
2022 World Cup stadiums, and to control and monitor all systems and safety of facilities. 
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EMMA Raducanu put her 
troubled build-up behind 
her as she marked her Cen-
tre Court debut by defeating 
Alison Van Uytvanck to reach 
the second round of Wimble-
don. The 10th seed’s partici-
pation in the tournament was 
in doubt until the weekend 
because of a side strain suf-
fered at the WTA Tour event 
in Nottingham three weeks 
ago.

Coupled with the huge 
attention on the US Open 
champion’s homecoming and 
a tricky opponent, this was 
a major test, but Raducanu 
passed it impressively by 
claiming a 6-4, 6-4 victory.

Centre Court was only half 
full when Raducanu took her 
first steps on it as spectators 
took a break following Novak 
Djokovic’s victory, but she 
received an enthusiastic wel-
come from those left.

While the 19-year-old had 
given an upbeat assessment of 
her fitness and mindset at her 
press conference on Saturday, 
the stresses of a match, par-
ticularly such a high-profile 
one, are inevitably different to 
practice.

But there were no early 
causes for alarm as Raducanu 
threw herself into serves and 
groundstrokes, missing two 
break points in the opening 
game but then saving three on 
her own serve as the first two 
games lasted a gruelling 17 
minutes.

Van Uytvanck was certain-
ly not the kindest draw Radu-
canu could have been given, 
with the 46th-ranked Belgian 
having won a grass-court title 
last weekend - albeit at sec-
ond-tier level - in Italy, while 
she upset defending champion 
Garbine Muguruza on her way 
to the fourth round in 2018.

Raducanu had managed 
just seven games before retir-
ing in Nottingham so negotiat-
ing this hurdle in any fashion 
was all that could be asked of 
her.

A couple of fizzing back-
hands, coupled with a poor 
volley and double fault from 
Van Uytvanck, gave Raducanu 
the first break in the seventh 
game.

She promptly dropped 
serve to love but then broke 
again and dug in at just the 
right moment to save two 

more break points and take 
the first set.

There were glimpses of the 
player who swept all before 
her in New York but Raducanu 
has discovered, like countless 
others before her, that being 
the hunted is a very differ-

ent proposition to being the 
hunter.

She missed six break 
points in the opening game of 
the second set and it looked 
like that might cost her when 
Van Uytvanck played two of 
the best points of the match to 

break for 3-1.
Back came Raducanu, 

though, breaking back to love, 
and another ill-timed double 
fault from Van Uytvanck on 
break point at 4-4 gave the 
teenager the chance to serve 
for the match.

Raducanu proved her-
self to be an excellent front-
runner at Flushing Meadows 
and a volley placed deftly into 
the open court on her second 
match point prompted a leap 
of delight from the British 
number one.

Raducanu records impressive 
victory on centre court debut

Britain’s Emma Raducanu returns the ball to Belgium’s Alison van Uytvanck during their women’s singles first round match on the first day of 
the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP) 

Britain’s Emma Raducanu’s mother, Renee Zhang, waves after her daughter won on the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The 
All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, London, on Monday. (AFP)

Djokovic made to 
work by Kwon for 
place in round two

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic was made to 
work by Kwon Soon-woo for 
his place in the second round 
of Wimbledon as the reigning 
champion advanced with vic-
tory in four sets on Monday.

In the first match of this 
year’s tournament on Cen-
tre Court, which had its roof 
closed due to rain, Djokovic 
was pegged back at 1-1 but 
ultimately prevailed 6-3, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4.

The six-time champion 
has now won each of his past 
22 matches at the All England 
Club and will face either Tha-
nasi Kokkinakis or Kamil Ma-
jchrzak in the next round.

Djokovic had yet to play on 
grass in 2022 prior to his open-
ing clash with Kwon and he was 
far from his fluent best in the 
first two sets in particular.

Kwon earned the first 
break of the match in the third 
game with a glorious forehand, 
though Djokovic hit back with 
two breaks of his own to edge 
the opening set.

The world number 81 
earned the only break of serve 
in the fourth game of the sec-

ond set, with Djokovic squan-
dering three break points of 
his own in the following game.

However, the Serbian 
showed good signs of recovery 
- and some impressive shots 
around the court - by holding 
throughout the third set and 
breaking Kwon in the eighth 
game.

Kwon failed to take advan-
tage of two break points in the 
second game of the final set 
and it was plain sailing from 
that point on for Djokovic.

He completed the job in 
just under two-and-a-half 
hours and is the first male 
player in the Open Era with 80 
or more main draw wins in all 
four grand slam tournaments.

Data slam: Djokovic win-
ning streak continues Djoko-
vic may have slipped down to 
third in the ATP rankings after 
a disrupted campaign, and 
he was not at his best against 
Kwon, but he remains the man 
to beat at Wimbledon.

He is without defeat at 
SW19 since retiring in his 
quarter-final with Tomas 
Berdych in the 2017 quarter-
finals, with Monday’s victory 
his 80th in 90 matches in the 
tournament.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates winning on the first day of the 
2022 Wimbledon Championships in London on Monday. (AFP)
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CAMERON Norrie hopes his 
new status as one of the lead-
ing names in tennis will earn 
him prime billing at Wimble-
don next round after dodging 
the rain in a straight-sets win 
over Pablo Andujar.

The 26-year-old is the 
highest-ranked British play-
er in the world and ninth 
seed but that was not enough 
to get him on a covered court 
for his opening clash.

Instead, he was first up 
on Court Two and was twice 
forced off court by the weath-
er before recording a 6-0 7-6 
(3) 6-3 victory over veteran 
Spaniard Andujar.

The second interruption 
came after Norrie had had 
three match points, and he 
needed just four minutes and 
six points on the resumption 
to complete the job.

He said: “I wasn’t too 
aware of it until someone 
shouted, ‘Come on, Cam, get 
it done before the rain’. Ob-

viously I was trying to get 
it done. Then I looked over, 
there was a huge grey cloud.

“After that I think I had 
one more match point. It 
would be nice to get it done 
earlier, but it is what it is. 
It’s tough. You’re there wait-
ing another hour, you’re on 
edge. 

“You know just had 
chances to finish the match.

“Could be in the show-
ers, could be eating. Just try 
to block that out and come 
out and focus. I came out a 
lot better the second time. 
It was nice to get it done in 
straight sets, for sure.” 

Andujar, 36, had won just 
three tour level matches in 
his whole career so this was 
certainly a draw Norrie could 
look to take advantage of.

The 26-year-old has be-
come the most dependable 
player in British tennis, win-
ning two more ATP Tour ti-
tles already this season and 
breaking into the top 10 for 
the first time, but he has 
yet to make it past the third 

round at a Grand Slam.
He raced through the 

first set in just 23 minutes 
before the first rain break, 
then fought back from an 
early break down in the sec-
ond to take it on a tie-break 
before moving ahead early in 
the third.

One of the perks of being 
a seed is having a place in the 
elite locker room, something 
Norrie is belatedly experi-
encing for the first time.

He said: “I thought last 
year after making the final at 
Queen’s, I think I was seeded 
28 or 26, I was like, ‘Oh, I 
made it to the seeded locker 
rooms’.

“I went to walk in there. 
The security guy was like, 
‘No, no, no, you’re not al-
lowed in’. It was the top 14 
seeds or something last year 
for maybe Covid reasons. 
I was like, ‘Wow’. I was so 
looking forward to doing it.

“It’s so good. Especially 
as they put my locker right 
next to Novak’s. I was asking 
him how Centre Court was, 

talking to him a little bit. 
Mostly all his stuff was in the 

way of mine. I was trying to 
get past him, try to get to my 

locker.
“It’s definitely a different 

feel coming in this year and 
being in that locker room, 
being around those players, 
having the chance to talk to 
them and see them around.” 

Norrie does not crave the 
spotlight but, having seen 
fellow Brits Emma Radu-
canu and Andy Murray both 
given Centre Court on Mon-
day, he is hoping he might 
step up for his second-round 
clash with another Spaniard, 
Jaume Munar.

“It would be nice to play 
on a show court, especially 
with the weather,” he said. 

“Centre Court and Court 
One have the roof so you 
know you’re guaranteed to 
play.

“I was really happy to be 
first on, get it going, kick it 
off. I would like to be on a 
bigger court, but I’ll play on 
any court. Court Two was 
great. I had a great support 
behind me today.”

Norrie starts Wimbledon campaign 
with rain-interrupted victory

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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THE ATP and WTA decision 
to strip Wimbledon of rank-
ings points due to the banning 
of Russian and Belarusian 
players was “very disappoint-
ing”, given there was “no vi-
able alternative”.

That was the message from 
the All England Club’s chair-
man Ian Hewitt in an inter-
view with ESPN ahead of the 
third major of the year starting 
on Monday.

Numerous sporting and 
financial sanctions have been 
imposed on Russia for their 
ongoing invasion of neigh-
bouring Ukraine, with Saint 
Petersburg stripped of the 
right to host the Champions 
League final and Russia re-
moved from Qatar World Cup 
qualifying.

The All England Club fol-
lowed suit by confirming Rus-
sian and Belarusian athletes 
would not be permitted to 
play at this year’s champion-
ships, but the WTA and ATP 
responded by stripping the 
major of its ranking points.

Wimbledon’s organiz-
ers stuck with their decision, 
questioning the punishment 
from those governing bodies, 
and Hewitt says the ban was 
justified for reasons outside 
the sport.

“One was a route to con-
sider having personal declara-
tions from players and, frank-
ly, we did not think that was 
the right approach for a tour-
nament of our kind,” Hewitt 
said.

“We were not willing to 
put in jeopardy any safety of 
players, and we think that that 

route would have involved im-
plications for players’ safety or 
safety of their families, which 
really left no other viable alter-
native.

“But also, it was very im-
portant to us that Wimble-
don, given the profile that we 
have, should not be used in 
any way by the propaganda 
machine which we know the 
Russian government employs 
in relation to its own people 
and how their position in the 
world is presented, and that 
would be.

“We just would not coun-
tenance Wimbledon success 
or participation in Wimbledon 
being misused in that way.

“So as a result of the com-
bination of reasons, we were 
left with no viable alterna-
tive other than to decline en-
tries; we hugely regret the im-
pact on the individual players 
affected.  The punishment of 
Russian and Belarusian stars 
meant world number one Da-
niil Medvedev will not feature 
at the grass-court major, and 
neither will Andrey Rublev, 
ranked eighth in the world.

Women’s world number 
six Aryna Sabalenka was an-
other to miss out, alongside 
13th-ranked Daria Kasatkina 
and 20th-ranked Victoria Aza-
renka, but Hewitt stands by 
the call.

“In relation to the deci-
sion of the ATP and WTA to 
remove ranking points, yes, 
we are very disappointed with 
that, we believe it is a dis-
proportionate approach and, 
frankly, we believe it is more 
damaging to the interests of a 
large majority of players, and 
we regret that decision of the 
ATP and WTA,” Hewitt added.

Wimbledon boss claims ‘no viable 
alternative’ to Russia ban
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Britain’s Cameron Norrie returns the ball to Spain’s Pablo Andujar during their men’s singles match at 
Wimbledon Championships on Monday. (AFP)

The courts are covered as rain began to fall on the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimble-
don, southwest London. (AFP)

Men’s Singles
Novak Djokovic (SRB x1) bt Kwon Soon-woo (KOR) 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4
Thanasi Kokkinakis (AUS) bt Kamil Majchrzak (POL) 7-6 (7/5), 6-2, 7-5
Alejandro Tabilo (CHI) bt Laslo Djere (SRB) 7-6 (8/6), 6-2, 1-6, 4-6, 7-6 
(13/11)
Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO x22) bt Lukas Rosol (CZE) 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (8/6), 
3-6, 6-3, 6-3
Quentin Halys (FRA) bt Benoit Paire (FRA) 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Tim Van Rijthoven (NED) bt Federico Delbonis (ARG) 7-6 (9/7), 6-1, 6-2
John Isner (USA x20) bt Enzo Couacaud (FRA) 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 (7/3), 4-6, 
6-3, 7-5
Carlos Alcaraz (ESP x5) bt Jan-Lennard Struff (GER) 4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4
Casper Ruud (NOR x3) bt Albert Ramos Vinolas (ESP) 7-6 (7/1), 7-6 (11/9), 6-2
Ugo Humbert (FRA) bt Tomas Etcheverry (ARG) 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
Frances Tiafoe (USA x23) bt Andrea Vavassori (ITA) 6-4, 6-4, 6-4
Maximilian Marterer (GER) bt Aljaz Bedene (SLO) 4-6, 7-5, 6-4, 7-5
Alexander Bublik (KAZ) bt Marton Fucsovics (HUN) 6-1, 6-2, 6-4
Dusan Lajovic (SRB) bt Pablo Carreño-Busta (ESP x16) 3-6, 6-4 - retired
Cameron Norrie (GBR x9) bt Pablo Andujar (ESP) 6-0, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3
Jaume Munar (ESP) bt Thiago Monteiro (BRA) 6-2, 6-4, 7-5
Tommy Paul (USA x30) bt Fernando Verdasco (ESP) 6-1, 6-2, 7-6 (7/4)
Adrian Mannarino (FRA) bt Max Purcell (AUS) 6-3, 7-6 (7/0), 4-6, 4-6, 6-4
Jiri Vesely (CZE) bt Federico Coria (ARG) 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7/3)
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina (ESP) bt Hubert Hurkacz (POL x7) 7-6 (7/4), 

6-4, 5-7, 2-6, 7-6 (10/8)
Women’s Singles
Marie Bouzkova (CZE) bt Danielle Collins (USA x7) 5-7, 6-4, 6-4
Ann Li (USA) bt Lucia Bronzetti (ITA) 6-1, 6-4
Maja Chwalinska (POL) bt Katerina Siniakova (CZE) 6-0, 7-5
Alison Riske (USA x28) bt Ylena In-Albon (SUI) 6-2, 6-4
Caroline Garcia (FRA) bt Yuriko Miyazaki (GBR) 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10/4)
Emma Raducanu (GBR x10) bt Alison Van Uytvanck (BEL) 6-4, 6-4
Angelique Kerber (GER x15) bt Kristina Mladenovic (FRA) 6-0, 7-5
Magda Linette (POL) bt Fernanda Contreras Gomez (MEX) 6-1, 6-4
Panna Udvardy (HUN) bt Tamara Zidansek (SLO) 6-4, 7-6 (7/1)
Elise Mertens (BEL x24) bt María Camila Osorio (COL) 1-6, 6-2, 4-2 - retired
Diane Parry (FRA) bt Kaia Kanepi (EST x31) 6-4, 6-4
Mai Hontama (JPN) bt Clara Tauson (DEN) 4-1 - retired
Katarzyna Kawa (POL) bt Rebecca Marino (CAN) 6-4, 3-6, 7-5
Ons Jabeur (TUN x3) bt Mirjam Bjorklund (SWE) 6-1, 6-3
Sorana Cirstea (ROM x26) bt Aleksandra Krunic (SRB) 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/1)
Elisabetta Cocciaretto (ITA) bt Martina Trevisan (ITA x22) 6-2, 6-0
Dalma Galfi (HUN) bt Maddison Inglis (AUS) 5-7, 6-3, 6-4
Kaja Juvan (SLO) bt Beatriz Haddad Maia (BRA x23) 6-4, 4-6, 6-2
Anhelina Kalinina (UKR x29) bt Anna Bondar (HUN) 4-6, 6-2, 6-4
Lesia Tsurenko (UKR) bt Jodie Burrage (GBR) 6-2, 6-3
Jule Niemeier (GER) bt Wang Xiyu (CHN) 6-1, 6-4
Anett Kontaveit (EST x2) bt Bernarda Pera (USA) 7-5, 6-1

Results (1st Round)

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom Vadym Volodymyrovych Prystaiko (L) and his wife Inna  
Prystaiko at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP)

Members of the public stand between courts as they attend the first day of the 2022 Wimbledon Champi-
onships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. (AFP)

Jabeur cruises, 
targets top ranking

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

ONS Jabeur targeted becom-
ing world number one after 
making a confident start to 
her Wimbledon bid, having 
required just 53 minutes to 
record a straight-sets win over 
Mirjam Bjorklund.

Jabeur, who became world 
number two on Monday - the 
highest ranking ever achieved 
by an African player on either 
the WTA or ATP tour - raced 
to a 6-1, 6-3 first-round vic-
tory on No. 1 Court.

The Tunisian, who pre-
pared for her Wimbledon 
campaign by winning the Ger-
man Open earlier this month 
and playing doubles with 
Serena Williams at the East-
bourne International, will face 
Katarzyna Kawa in the second 
round on Wednesday.  

Ranking points are not on 
offer at the All England Club 
due to Russian and Belaru-
sian players being banned, 
but Jabeur is already looking 
further ahead, declaring after 
her opener that becoming the 
world’s top female player this 

year was her aim.
Asked whether she was 

hopeful of bettering her run 
to the last eight in SW19 last 
year, Jabeur said: “Yes, for 
sure, especially [after] today I 
achieved my highest ranking.

“It’s really amazing to be 
here, to come back to Wim-
bledon, to play on one of the 
greatest surfaces that I like, 
especially one that loves my 
drop shots and my slices, 
so I’m happy to be back and 
hopefully I’ll go further than 
the quarter-finals.

“It’s a great start for me. I 
want to go as far as I can this 
tournament and dropping 
four games is a start.

“In the beginning of the 
season, I was like number 10 
or number nine, and I said, ‘I 
belong in this ranking and I 
don’t feel I deserve to be five 
or four’.

“Now I feel like I deserve 
it even more. I feel like I won 
matches to prove myself on 
this level.

“I do feel more confident. I 
do feel like I deserve to be on 
this level. Hopefully next step 
will be number one.”

Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur returns the ball to Sweden’s Mirjam Bjorklund 
during their first round women’s singles match at Wimbledon in Lon-
don on Monday. Jabeur won 6-1, 6-3. (AFP)



beIN Media Group and FIBA announce partnership extension till 2025
DOHA

BEIN MEDIA GROUP, the 
global sports and entertain-
ment group (beIN), and the 
International Basketball Fed-
eration (FIBA) has announced 
an extension of their exist-
ing partnership that will see 
beIN SPORTS, beIN’s flag-
ship sports channel, continue 
to broadcast FIBA’s major 
international and continen-
tal events until 2025 in the 
Middle East and North-Africa 
(MENA).

beIN has been an official 
broadcast partner for FIBA 
since 2006, catering to the 
region’s love of basketball 
with extensive live coverage of 

competitions, including also 
women’s and youth compe-
titions as part of its flagship 
CSR initiative, beINSPIRED, 
that gives underrepresented 
sports and athletes the expo-
sure they truly deserve. 

This commitment will 
be showcased next month 
with the FIBA U17 Basket-
ball World Cup 2022 Finals 
in Spain, as well as the FIBA 
U17 Women’s Basketball 
World Cup 2022 Finals in 
Hungary.

beIN’s viewers will par-
ticularly enjoy the compre-
hensive coverage of games fea-
turing the teams from within 
the MENA region across FIBA 
Asia and FIBA Africa, includ-

ing the upcoming FIBA Bas-
ketball World Cup 2023 Qual-
ifiers tipping off on June 30 
and the FIBA Asia Cup 2022 
on July 12.

beIN SPORTS’s renewal 

with FIBA further enhances 
the global broadcaster’s place 
as one of the world’s largest in-
vestors in sports media rights, 
and one of the biggest sports 
broadcasters on the planet. 

This agreement follows beIN’s 
recent Roland Garros and AFC 
competitions renewals that 
were struck in MENA within 
the past year.

This means beIN’s ex-
pansive portfolio in MENA 
includes the FIFA World Cup 
until 2030, UEFA Champions 
League, UEFA Europa League 
and UEFA Europa Conference 
League until 2024 - includ-
ing rights to UEFA Women 
Champions League, Ligue 1 
until 2024, LaLiga until 2024, 
the NBA, Olympics and Wim-
bledon under long term agree-
ments, and many more.

Speaking about the new 
agreement, Mohammead Al 
Derham, Manager of Media 

Rights Acquisition-Sports, at 
beIN MENA, said: “We are 
delighted to continue our long 
partnership with FIBA for the 
next four years, bringing the 
joy of basketball across the 
MENA region and into the 
homes and establishments of 
so many - both avid and new 
basketball fans.” 

Frank Leenders, Director-
General of FIBA Media and 
Marketing Services, said: “We 
are very happy to continue 
this partnership and further 
extend the visibility of our in-
ternational events for basket-
ball fans over the next coming 
years in the MENA region.

“With an incredible list 
of exciting events coming 

up this summer including 
the FIBA Basketball World 
Cup 2023 Qualifiers window 
this month and the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World 
Cup 2022 in September, this 
partnership with beIN will 
provide viewers with unprec-
edented coverage and access 
to FIBA competitions in the 
years to come.” 

The upcoming FIBA Bas-
ketball World Cup 2023 Asian, 
African and European Quali-
fiers will be on beIN SPORTS 
PREMIUM 1, beIN SPORTS 
PREMIUM 2 and beIN 
SPORTS PREMIUM 3 start-
ing from Thursday 30 June, 
with Arabic commentary from 
beIN’s basketball experts.

PA MEDIA/DPA
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FORMULA One says it is “rac-
ing towards” its target of mak-
ing the sport net-zero carbon 
by 2030 following the an-
nouncement of new branding 
to promote the environmental 
drive from the British Grand 
Prix onwards.

It was announced in 2019 
that F1 was aiming for net-ze-
ro as efforts to improve sus-
tainability were ramped up.

That also includes a plan 
to have a 100 per cent sus-
tainable fuel by 2026, when 
the next era of hybrid engines 
will be introduced.

The development of the 
fuel is likely to have an im-
pact on the transportation 
sector, while F1 has also re-

vealed other ambitions ahead 
of the sport’s return to Silver-
stone this weekend. 

They include regionalis-
ing the race calendar to more 
efficiently travel as the num-
ber of events across a season 
continues to grow.

In 2021, F1 delivered its 
first-ever carbon-neutral 

broadcast of a race weekend 
at the British Grand Prix.

This year at Silverstone, 
the aim will be to further pro-
mote the 2030 project and 
to mark the “huge strides” 
towards achieving those tar-
gets.

“Through new branding, 
our Net-Zero Carbon by 2030 

messaging will have a strong 
presence around the pit and 
paddock throughout the sea-
son so our ambition is eas-
ily recognisable within the F1 
community and beyond,” an 
F1 statement read.

“With eight years to go, 
we are racing towards our 
target and aiming to show the 

next generation of fans how 
innovation and teamwork 
can tackle the challenges of 
our time.” 

Other steps to become 
net-zero carbon have includ-
ed remote broadcast opera-
tions and transitioning to 100 
per cent renewable energy in 
the sport’s offices.

Formula One ‘racing towards’ 
2030 net-zero carbon target

QFA
DOHA

FIFA has officially approved 
the use of the Video Assistant 
Referee “VAR” in all compe-
titions of the Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) after the 
success of involving the video 
assistant referee in full com-
petitions for three consecutive 
seasons.

The success story of the 
last three seasons gives QFA 
the authority to continue to 
apply this mechanism in the 

future after it acquired an of-
ficial status from FIFA.

This decision has been 
announced following a letter 
sent by FIFA to QFA which 
noted Qatar has successfully 
conducted the use of VAR for 
three full seasons and can do 
so in the future also.

The FIFA Refereeing De-
partment expressed its thanks 
and appreciation to QFA and 
the VAR team for the fruit-
ful cooperation over the past 
years and the success in using 
the video technology.

FIFA approves use 
of VAR in Qatar 
competitions

The Qatar Chess Association will hold a local open blitz chess tour-
nament at QCA’s training center hall, amid a large participation of 
players, on Thursday.

QCA open blitz championship 
to be held on Thursday

QNA
DOHA

THE Qatar Chess Association 
(QCA) has announced that it 
will organize the second edi-
tion of the local open blitz 
chess tournament to be held 
on Thursday at QCA’s training 
center hall, amid a large par-
ticipation of players.

The tournament will be 
held according to the Swiss 
system of seven rounds, five 
minutes + 3 seconds per move. 

QCA said entries have been 
received through  https://2u.
pw/yLYys the link for registra-
tion which confirms the desire 
of players to participate in the 
tournament. 

It is worth noting that the 
last edition was won by Alge-
rian Jamal Ferhi while Mau-
ritanian Sidi Boudia was the 
runners-up.

Yousef Muhammad Al 

Mutawa, Secretary-General 
of QCA stressed that hold-
ing such events is part of the 
federation’s strategy aimed at 
spreading the culture of chess 
in society and expanding the 
base of the game with the aim 
of building a generation aware 
of the skills of chess.

He added: “It is expected 
that the competitions will 
witness great excitement 
among the competitors, and 
we wish everyone success. 
The large number of entries 
have encouraged us to con-
tinue organizing these local 
tournaments on a monthly 
basis.

“The players of the Qa-
tari national teams have pre-
sented good levels during the 
last edition in addition to the 
emergence of several new tal-
ent and we aspire to hold more 
open tournaments in the fu-
ture as well.”

QATAR SPORTS CLUB FOOTBALL TEAM ARRIVES IN ALICANTE, SPAIN 

The Qatar Sports Club football team arrived in the Spanish city of Ali-
cante for a preparatory camp ahead of the new season 2022-2023. 
The team camp, led by Moroccan coach Youssef Safri, will continue 
for three weeks, from June 26 to July 17. The club said in a statement 
on its official website that the camp includes a number of preparatory 
matches, with the aim of preparing the team in the best possible way 
for the start of the new football season. In addition to the two new 
local players have joined the team recently in goalkeeper Sata Abbasi 
(from Al Arabi club), and Talal Mounir, player of the Qatari Olympic 
team from Al Shamal club.

Al Rayyan to train in Eindhoven, 
Netherlands ahead of new season

QNA
DOHA

AL Rayyan club has an-
nounced that it will start its 
preparatory camp on July 6 in 
Eindhoven, the Netherlands, 
and which will continue till 
July 24 as part of prepara-
tions for the new football sea-
son 2022-2023 and the QNB 
Stars League.

The technical staff, led by 
Chilean coach Nicholas Cor-
dova, has decided to play a 
number of friendly matches 
during the camp to deter-
mine players’ physical and 
technical levels and to raise 
the level of harmony among 
the players.

Al Rayyan team contin-
ues its daily training in order 
to reach the best readiness 

before traveling to the Neth-
erlands.

The club had announced 
that Cordova would continue 
to lead the team during the 
new season, and he is cur-
rently leading the team’s 
training with the presence 
and participation of players 
available at the present time 
before traveling for the over-
seas conditioning camp.

LAFC hoping to form ‘long-term partnership’ with new signing Bale
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

LOS Angeles FC are hoping 
their signing of Gareth Bale 
will prove a “long-term part-
nership.” Wales international 
Bale revealed on Saturday he 
had agreed to join the Major 
League Soccer club following 
his release by Real Madrid.

The 32-year-old had been 
looking for a new club to 
maintain his fitness ahead of 
the World Cup later this year.

Making LAFC’s first official 
comment on the deal, co-pres-
ident John Thorrington did 
not discuss the length of Bale’s 
contract but expressed confi-
dence it would go beyond this 
winter’s tournament in Qatar.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Sunday, Thorrington 
said: “I’d love to get into specif-
ics but, as policy, I don’t.

“What I can tell you is that 
LAFC and Gareth are hoping 
that this is a long-term part-
nership and step for Gareth 
and his family.

“It was never about six 
months just for the World 

Cup. We were always talking 
about longer term than that. 
That was very clear from Ga-
reth and his representative.

“Obviously we expect him 
to be a top, top player for us 
and in this league, but we will 
do so sensibly.

“When Gareth is looking 
at what he needs to do, his 
priority will be at LAFC, we 

are absolutely sure of that, but 
we’re not naive to the fact that 
he, like some other players of 
ours, have a World Cup on the 
horizon.”

Bale is due to arrive in Los 
Angeles in the coming weeks 
and has been pencilled in for 
a potential debut against lo-
cal rivals LA Galaxy early next 
month.
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AGENCIES
LEEDS 

ENGLAND Test team began 
the Stokes-McCullum era with 
a dominant clean sweep over 
New Zealand, with powerful 
knocks from Joe Root (86*) 
and Jonny Bairstow (71*) 
guiding the hosts to a thump-
ing seven-wicket win over the 
Kiwis in the final Test at Head-
ingley in Leeds on Monday.

England were at their 
dominant best in the match. 
Though New Zealand set a 
challenging 296 runs to win, 
the English batters responded 
with some beautiful hitting, 
sealing the match by seven 
wickets and the series 3-0. 

Chasing 296, England was 
not off the finest start, opener 
Alex Lees was run out for just 
9 at the team’s score of 17. Zak 
Crawley and Ollie Pope re-
sumed the chase for England. 
Their promising stand was cut 
short at 34-runs after Crawley 
was dismissed for 25 by spin-
ner Michael Bracewell after 
being caught by skipper Kane 
Williamson.

From then on, Ollie Pope 
and Joe Root took complete 
control of England innings. 
The duo hit the bowlers 
around the park. Pope and 
Root continued their good run 
in the series, getting to their 
half-centuries.

The 134-run stand be-
tween the duo ended after 
Southee clean bowled Pope for 
82 off 108 with 12 fours.

With England 185/3, 
The duo of Root and Jonny 
Bairstow was at the crease. 
Root kept one end steady 
while Bairstow continued his 
explosive run in the second 
innings as well, bringing his 

half-century in just 30 balls.
The duo stitched a quick-

fire 111-run stand, earning 
their side a seven-wicket win, 
with Root (86*) and Bairstow 
scoring an explosive 71 off just 
44 balls.

Earlier in the third in-
nings, New Zealand were bun-
dled out for 326. 

The duo of Daryl Mitchell 
(56) and wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Tom Blundell (88*) once 
again shined for the Kiwis. 
Tom Latham also scored a 
valuable 76.

Spinner Jack Leach was 
the star for England with the 
ball, taking 5/66 while me-
dium-pacer Matty Potts also 
shined with a brilliant 3/66. 
With this, New Zealand gained 
a 295-run lead, giving English 
a target of 296 runs to com-
plete the clean sweep.

In the second innings, Eng-
land had scored 360/10. Jon-
ny Bairstow struck a delight-
ful 162 while debutant Jamie 
Overton stole the show with 
a brilliant 97, stitching a vital 
241-run stand with Bairstow 
which revived England’s for-
tunes in the match after Boult 
reduced them to 55/6 initially.

The pace duo of Trent 
Boult (4/104) and Tim South-
ee (3/100) shined for the Kiwis 
in the second innings. But at 
this point, England had gained 
a 31-run lead in the match.

In the first innings, elected 
to bat first, New Zealand post-
ed 329 runs on the board. The 
Mitchell-Blundell duo once 
again took Kiwis out of trou-
ble, stitching a 120-run stand. 
Mitchell finished with 109 and 
Blundell scored 55. Captain 
Kane Williamson (31) and Tim 
Southee (33) posted other no-
table contributions.

Spinner Jack Leach stole 
the show in the first innings 

as well, taking 5/100. Stuart 
Broad also took a great 3/62.

Jack Leach was adjudged 
as the ‘Man of the Match’ for 

his brilliant 10-wicket haul. 
Joe Root was named as the 

Man of the Series. He scored 
396 runs in the series.

England’s captain Ben Stokes (C) holds up the series trophy at the presentation ceremony as England players celebrate after play on day 5 of the third cricket Test match between 
England and New Zealand at Headingley Cricket Ground in Leeds, northern England, on June 27, 2022. England won the Test by 7 wickets, and the series 3-0. (AFP)

Dominant England sweep home series 3-0

ICC.COM 
LONDON

WITH Rohit Sharma seeming-
ly a doubt for the high-stakes 
upcoming Test between India 
and England, India have a 
captaincy conundrum.

Rohit tested positive for 
COVID-19 during the warm-
up game against Leicester-
shire, missing the second in-
nings of the match.

There is hope in the Indian 
team management that he will 
recover in time for the Test on 
July 1, but should he fail to do 
so, India will have a captaincy 
conundrum, with vice-captain 
KL Rahul also ruled out of the 
clash.

On Monday, India called 
up Mayank Agarwal, the open-
er, to join the squad in Bir-
mingham as cover for Rohit. 

The series is vital for both 
sides, with the series on the 
line as well as crucial ICC 
World Test Championship 
points up for grabs.   

The Indian squad still  
has a few members in their 
ranks who can step up to fill 
the void. 

A look at a few of those  
candidates: 
Jasprit Bumrah
If Bumrah is indeed tasked 
with leading the side, it will be 
a historic moment for Indian 
cricket. Bumrah will become 
the first pacer since Kapil Dev 
to captain an Indian unit in the 
longest format. That’s a gap of 
three decades. 
Bumrah has risen through the 
ranks in Indian cricket and is 
now a member of the leadership 
group. He was earlier named 
vice-captain during India’s tour 
of South Africa during the ODI 
series, with KL Rahul leading 
the side in Rohit Sharma’s 
absence. He was also the 
vice-captain during the Test and 
T20I series against Sri Lanka, 

serving as Rohit’s deputy. 
Captaining the side though will 
still be a big task nonetheless 
for Bumrah, who has so far 
played 29 Tests at the inter-
national level. He is yet to don 
the leadership hat for India in 
any format, and has also not 
captained a side in the IPL.
The rising star is being groomed 
as a future captain by the Indian 
team management. He has also 
had plenty of leadership experi-
ence in the IPL, leading the 
Delhi Capitals for two seasons. 

Rishabh Pant
Pant recently had his first taste 
of captaincy in international 
cricket during the five-match 
T20I series at home against 
South Africa. It wasn’t the most 
auspicious of starts for Pant, as 
India lost the first two con-
tests of the series. The team 
regrouped though, winning the 
next two matches before rain 
led to a no-result in the fifth 
match in Bengaluru. 
Pant’s natural aggressive 
instincts could come in handy 
as a leader, with India going for 
the hunt in the fifth match in a 
series they are already leading 

2-1. It now remains to be seen 
whether the team management 
tasks him with the responsibility 
in a high-stakes Test. 
An outside bet, but what a 
story it would be if India were to 
clinch a historic series victory 
under the leadership of the man 
who started it all. Kohli gave 
up the captaincy in the longest 
format after a 2-1 series defeat 
in South Africa. But there is no 
questioning the pedigree of his 
leadership. 

Virat Kohli
Under his guidance, India 
scaled new heights in Test crick-
et, becoming the No.1 ranked 
side in the world and reaching 
the final of the inaugural ICC 
World Test Championship. Kohli 
is India’s most successful cap-
tain in the longest format, with 
India winning 40 out of the 68 
matches under his leadership – 
a win percentage of 58.82. 
Whether Kohli remains keen on 
donning the captaincy hat again 
remains to be seen. But India 
could do much worse than task-
ing the responsibility to a man 
under whose guidance they took 
a 2-1 lead in the series.

Bumrah, Pant among candidates for India 
captaincy if Rohit misses England Test

ANI
COLOMBO

SRI Lankans will stand to at-
tention in a fitting salute to all-
time cricketing great Austral-
ian spin wizard Shane Warne 
when the first Test between Sri 
Lanka and Australia gets un-
derway on June 29 at the Galle 
International Stadium.

Sri Lanka Cricket’s (SLC’s) 
noble gesture to dedicate the 
first Test to the memory of 
Warne, will indeed be a mov-
ing solemn occasion that will 
kindle stirring memories of 
Warne who died prematurely 
at the age of 53 of a heart at-
tack on March 4 this year 
while holidaying in Thailand. 

“The Sri Lankan cricket 
establishment’s gesture is one 
of recognising Warne as a true 
friend of Sri Lanka who came 
to the country’s aid during the 
2004 Tsunami devastation by 
personally flying over and vis-
iting affected areas and mak-
ing generous donations espe-
cially to homeless cricketers 
families. 

“This writer had the privi-
lege of having a word with 
the legend on that occasion 
when he visited the Moratuwa 
Cricket Stadium where sev-
eral teenage cricketers were 
lined up in a guard of honour. 
He did voice that he was con-
cerned about the welfare of Sri 
Lankans affected and as much 
saddened by the devastation 

of the Galle Stadium,” SLC in 
a statement said.

For Galle was the venue 
where the Australian great 
became the first bowler in test 
cricket history to take 500 
wickets. Therein, this June 
29 will surely evoke moving 
memories of Shane Warne, the 
unrelenting cricketing war-
rior in the middle who gave no 
quarter nor asked for any, but 
who proved to be a true friend 
to his adversaries off the field 
in time of distress.

Indeed Warne, by his mag-
nanimous act did signify that 
the game of cricket transcend-
ed beyond the boundaries of 
competition. It has been rec-
ognised by Sri Lanka Cricket 
by its decision to pay tribute 
to Warne posthumously by 
dedicating the Galle Test in 
memory of the great.

Born Shane Keith Warne 
on September 13, 1969, the 
Australian went on to turn the 
art of spin bowling on its head 
by taking it to a new level. 

Among his most famous 
wicket taking deliveries was 
the arm ball that stood him 
out. He claimed a record 708 
Test wickets from 145 appear-
ances and 293 ODI wickets 
from 194 games.

Warne is also remembered 
as perhaps the most colour-
ful personality the game has 
produced by his outgoing 
approach and his endearing 
chuckle and a big grin.

Sri Lanka Cricket to 
dedicate Galle Test 
in memory of Warne

ROACH HONOURED, WINDIES WIN TEST BY 10 WICKETS 

Sports 15Tuesday, June 28, 2022

New Zealand 1st Innings 329 (D Mitchell 109, T Blundell 55; 
J Leach 5-100, S Broad 3-62)
England 1st Innings 360 (J Bairstow 162, J Overton 97; T 
Boult 4-104, T Southee 3-100)
New Zealand 2nd Innings 326 (T Blundell 88 no, T Latham 
76, D Mitchell 56; J Leach 5-66, M Potts 3-66)
England 2nd Innings (target: 296, overnight 183-2)
A. Lees run out (Williamson/Boult)  9

Z. Crawley c Williamson b Bracewell  25
O. Pope b Southee  82
J. Root not out  86
J. Bairstow not out  71
Extras (b13, lb8, nb2)  23
Total (3 wkts, 54.2 overs, 244 mins)  296
Did not bat: B Stokes, S Billings, J Overton, M Potts, J Leach, S 
Broad

Note: England’s Sam Billings a Covid-19 replacement for wick-
etkeeper Ben Foakes
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Lees), 2-51 (Crawley), 3-185 (Pope)
Bowling: Boult 12-2-65-0; Southee 19-5-68-1; Bracewell 
15.2-0-109-1; Wagner 8-2-33-0 (2nb).
New Zealand: Tom Latham, Will Young, Kane Williamson (capt), 
Devon Conway, Henry Nicholls, Daryl Mitchell, Tom Blundell 
(wkt), Michael Bracewell, Tim Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult

Result: England won by seven wickets
Series: England win three-match series 3-0
Player of the Match: Jack Leach (ENG); England player of the 
series: Joe Root; New Zealand player of the series: Daryl 
Mitchell; Toss: New Zealand
Previous Results
Jun 2-5: 1st Test, Lord’s: England won by five wickets
Jun 10-14: 2nd Test, Trent Bridge: England won by five wickets.

SCOREBOARD

Sir Curtly Ambrose (L) presents Kemar Roach of West Indies with a shirt 
for taking 250 Test wickets at Darren Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, 
Saint Lucia, on Monday. West Indies went on to win the second Test by 
10 wickets on Monday. Bangladesh, 132 for 6 overnight, were bowled 
out for 186 leaving the hosts to knock off 13 runs to complete the 
formality.  Roach took three wickets to move to 252 wickets in his 73rd 
Test for West Indies. Bangladesh opener Tamim Iqbal was caught behind 
to give Roach his 250th wicket. Roach is now the sixth-highest Test 
wicket-taker for West Indies. Another quick, Courtney Walsh, tops that 
list with 519 wickets in 132 matches. Scores: Bangladesh 234 & 186 
lost to West Indies 408 & 13-0 by 10 wickets. (AFP)

Match officials Gregory Brathwaite (L), Joel Wilson (2L) and Richard Illingworth (3L) inspect the pitch 
after rain delayed the start of the 4th day of the 2nd Test between Bangladesh and West Indies at Darren 
Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia, on Monday. (AFP)

Rohit Sharma on Instagram  
on Monday.

Quick Step-Alpha Vinyl duo 
Mark Cavendish and Julian 
Alaphilippe have missed out on 
selection for the Tour de France.
Cavendish equalled the all-time 
record for stage wins at the 
Tour last year, matching Eddy 
Merckx’s tally of 34 victories - 
which had stood since 1975.
The Manxman looked to have 
boosted his hopes of making 
the eight-man team by triumph-
ing at the British National Road 
Championship on Sunday, hav-
ing featured at the Giro d’Italia 
for the first time in nine years.
But Fabio Jakobsen has a 
superior record in sprints this 
season, with 10 wins compared 
to Cavendish’s five, and the 
Dutchman has got the nod for 
Le Tour, which starts in Copen-
hagen on Friday.
Kasper Asgreen, Andrea Bagioli, 
Mattia Cattaneo, Tim Declercq, 
Mikkel Honore, Yves Lampaert 
and Michael Morkov are the 
other seven riders to be picked.
Cavendish and Florian Senechal 
were named as first-reserve rid-
ers on Monday, while Alaphilippe 
was not included. (DPA)

Cavendish and 
Alaphilippe miss out 
on Tour de France 
selection

 Quick read



The Last Word16 Tuesday, June 28, 2022

AMIR, PRESIDENT OF MALTA HOLD TALKS

MALTA PRESIDENT VISITS QATAR NATIONAL LIBRARY

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and President of Malta Dr George Vella attended talks session at the Amri Diwan on Monday. During the session, the two sides discussed the bilateral relations between the two countries 
and the ways to develop them, particularly in investment, education, culture and tourism sectors. They also discussed a range of regional and international issues of mutual interest. HH the Amir later hosted a lunch banquet in honour of the Maltese 
president and his accompanying delegation. (QNA)

President of Malta Dr George 
Vella, his wife and the ac-
companying delegation visited 
Qatar National Library (QNL) 
as part of their visit to Qatar. 
The president was received by 
HE Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al 
Kuwari, Minister of State and 
President of Qatar National Li-
brary. During the visit, the presi-
dent was acquainted with the 
architectural structure of Qatar 
National Library and the most 
important books it contains in 
sciences, arts and literature. In 
his speech on the honourary 
record of Qatar National Library, 
President Vella expressed his 
admiration for this cultural edi-
fice, its architectural design and 
the rare books and manuscripts 
it contains. (QNA)

Ashghal wins three int’l awards 
from Harvard Business Council

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Public Works Authority (Ash-
ghal), represented by the Roads Pro-
jects Department’s (RPD) Local Areas 
Infrastructure Programme, won three 
global awards in 2022 from Harvard 
Business Council (HBC), which is 
based in New York, USA. 

Through these awards, the Coun-
cil aims to honour organisations 
worldwide that demonstrate commit-
ment and excellence in different cat-
egories. The Local Areas Infrastruc-
ture Programme won the Health and 
Safety Award and Green Award both 
in Diamond level, and the Gold level 
in ‘Dealing with COVID-19’ Award.

Ashghal won three awards out 
of 63 winners who managed to 
reach the required milestones, out 
of 439 candidates from around the 
world. 

Commenting on the award, Eng 
Saoud Al Tamimi, Ashghal’s RPD 
manager, commended the authority’s 
continuous accomplishments, espe-
cially with the RPD’s constant win-
ning of globally renowned awards for 
successive years in different fields. 

“The HBC awards won recently by 
the department will be added to the 
long list of global awards. This reiter-
ates the authority’s commitment to 

adopt the best practices and demon-
strates its excellence in providing top 
quality services, while safeguarding 
the local environment, resources and 
promoting the safety of its workers,” 
he said.

He added, “Winning the diamond 
level in Health and Safety Award and 
the Green Award from HBC, in ad-
dition to the Gold award in ‘Dealing 
with COVID-19’, certifies the author-
ity’s ability to deal with crises and 
maintain its operations and project 
delivery with top quality and under 
these difficult circumstances without 
compromising the health and safety 
of workers, and while preserving the 
local environment, making the best 
use of resources, promoting sustain-
ability, and spreading awareness and 

best practices constantly in these do-
mains, as these are the cornerstones 
of Ashghal’s project implementation 
strategy.” 

According to the Harvard Busi-
ness Council, Ashghal has shown its 
excellence in the Health and Safety 
category by prioritising the protection 
of its staff and the public through con-
stant work zone audits and inspec-
tions, interviewing and coordinating 
with managers and workers, and en-
gaging all staff, regardless of their job 
grades, in everything related to occu-
pational safety and health. 

In addition, the authority con-
ducted risk analysis and assessment, 
and set out an effective method for 
proactive risk identification and man-
agement. 

WISH, Nursing Now Challenge host
online workshops for young nurses

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE World Innovation Summit for 
Health (WISH) joined forces with 
Nursing Now Challenge, a global ini-
tiative to promote leadership in nurs-
ing, to organise a series of virtual 
workshops ahead of this year’s World 
Health Assembly 75, for young nurses 
and midwives from around the world.

Participants had been selected 
from hundreds of applicants to take 
part in a forum created to promote 
nursing leadership and empowerment. 

“Nurses and midwives are unique-
ly positioned within healthcare en-
vironments to effectuate change and 
lead innovation that in turn contribute 
to improved health outcomes for pop-
ulations. These workshops further our 
ambition to enhance the self-aware-
ness of early-stage nurses and mid-
wives to enable them to see their value 
and understand ways in which they 
can impact policy making, supported 
by the right guidance and a global net-
work of like-minded individuals,” said 
Sultana Afdhal, CEO of WISH.

Joined by several other global 
health experts from WISH, the World 
Health Organization (WHO), Nursing 
Now Challenge, European Federa-
tion of Nurses Associations, and The 
University of Edinburgh, Afdhal was 

speaking at a session that delved into 
fundamental issues and challenges 
that early career nurses and midwives 
face globally in the areas of leadership 
and advocacy in healthcare settings.

While delivering a session on ‘Why 
Nurses and Midwives Make Great 
Health Innovators’, WISH’s director of 
partnerships and outreach Nick Brad-
shaw said: “Substandard care wastes 
resources, demoralises health and care 
workers, and harms the health of pop-
ulations, which makes the need for on-
going innovations in healthcare more 
pronounced. At WISH, we believe that 
frontline health and care workers are 
at the heart of healthcare innovation; 
more than anyone, they understand 
the health delivery challenges that need 
addressing and are therefore perfectly 
placed to be the drivers of change.”

While issues such as challenging 
the establishment, access to power, 
and availability of funding emerge as 

barriers in global healthcare innova-
tion, Bradshaw noted, young nurses 
and midwives can benefit from net-
works like WISH, Nursing Now Chal-
lenge, and International Council of 
Nursing to transform their ideas into 
effective solutions. 

A trained nurse from Uganda and 
a recent winner of WISH’s Nursing In-
novation Grant, Faith Nawagi argued 
for a need to revise the Hippocratic 
Oath. Taken by all nurses and mid-
wives at the very beginning of their 
career, the Oath remains unrevised for 
87 years, Nawagi pointed out, adding 
that it should now include a statement 
on prioritising the health and care 
worker’s mental health and wellbeing. 

Nawagi, who is the Chair of the 
Africa Regional Hub for Nursing Now 
Challenge, delivered a session to her 
peers around the world on “The Men-
tal Health of Early Career Nurses and 
Midwives”. 


