
Fajr: 3:15 am   Dhuhr:  11:37 am
Asr:  3:00 pm    Maghrib: 6:30 pm 
Isha:  8:00 pm

MONDAY
JUNE 27, 2022

DHUL QADAH 28, 1443
VOL.15   NO. 5608  QR 2

DUSTY

HIGH : 44°C
LOW : 35°C

World 8
20 dead in South African club;  
cause not yet known

Business 9
BIS calls for decisive wave of  
global rate hikes

Sports 12
Raducanu looking forward to Centre 
Court bow as Wimbledon begins

Continued on page 2 

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Sunday sent a cable of 
condolences to the Custodi-
an of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia on the death 
of HH Princess Moudhi bint 
Musaed bin Abdurrahman 
bin Faisal Al Saud.

Amir condoles 
with Saudi King

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN order to deliver an immer-
sive cultural fan experience, 
Qatar is inviting artistes from 
across the globe to showcase 
their talent during the FIFA 
World Cup, which will be held 
from November 21 to Decem-
ber 18.

The Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC) is 
welcoming applications from 
all kinds of performers – in-
cluding visual arts, crafts and 
heritage, fashion and design, 
performance arts, theatre, 
music and film – who are in-
terested in performing at a 
variety of cultural activities 
across Qatar during the tour-
nament.

Successful applicants will 
become part of the host coun-
try entertainment offering and 
help to deliver an exceptional 
fan experience. The project 
aims to support the SC’s on-
going efforts to make Qatar 
2022 a platform for cultural 
exchange while providing a vi-
brant array of activities.

Khaled Al Suwaidi, SC’s 
Stakeholder Relations Direc-
tor, said: “We are looking for 
talented artists who are ex-
cited to play a role in deliver-
ing the first FIFA World Cup 
in our country and region. Our 
goal is to thrill and excite fans 
from across the globe while 
celebrating our shared love of 
art and football. The perform-
ers can expect an incredible 
experience and the opportu-
nity to share their talent with 
thousands of people from all 
over the world.”

Al Suwaidi continued: 
“This project will add col-

our and enthusiasm to our 
month-long festival of foot-
ball. We are looking forward 
to welcoming the artists in 
Qatar. We are sure they will 
provide something for every-
one to enjoy.”

The artistes will also sup-
port a range of activities in sta-
dium precincts, the FIFA Fan 
Festival, fan zones, Corniche 
Street activations, and other 
events such as the D’reesha 
Performing Arts Festival in Ed-
ucation City and entertainment 
offerings in Msheireb as well as 
metro and bus stations. 

Performers will need to 

provide the following informa-
tion as part of their application:
•	 Personal	 and	 contact	

information
•	 Details	 of	 their	 art/

practice 
•	 Details	 about	 their	

performance setup
•	 Performers	 are	 also	

encouraged to upload propos-
als as part of their application

Successful applicants will 
be expected to cover the cost of 
their flights, accommodation 
and personal expenses. The SC 
is working with local partners 
to provide special rates for ac-
commodation.

Qatar invites artistes 
from across the globe 
to showcase talent  
during FIFA World Cup
Successful acts will star in cultural and entertainment 
activations across the country during the mega event

The artistes will also support a range of activities in stadium pre-
cincts, FIFA Fan Festival, fan zones, and Corniche Street activations.

President of the Republic of Malta George Vella, his wife, and the accompanying delegation visited the 
National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) on Sunday. During the visit, he was briefed on NMoQ’s most important 
collections and heard a detailed explanation of the museum’s precious items from Deputy CEO of Muse-
ums and Director of NMoQ HE Sheikha Amna bint Abdulaziz Al Thani. (QNA) PAGE 16

President of Malta visits NMoQ

Hajj mission ready to serve 
Qatar’s pilgrims: Official

QNA
MAKKAH AL MUKARRAMAH

DIRECTOR of the Department 
of Hajj and Umrah at the Min-
istry of Endowments (Awqaf) 
and Islamic Affairs Ali bin Sul-
tan Al Misifri has affirmed that 
the Qatari Hajj mission is work-
ing with all its units and spe-
cialised committees to serve the 
pilgrims of Qatar and the Qa-
tari campaigns by harnessing 
all means of support to  them 
to perform the fifth pillar and 
all rituals in the best conditions.

After his meeting with the 
heads of the support units, 
Al Misifri explained that the 
mission has worked since the 
arrival of its first regiment to 
Makkah to mobilise all possi-
ble efforts to ensure the pro-
vision of distinguished ser-
vices to the pilgrims of Qatar, 
through continuous coordina-
tion with campaign directors 
and officials and to ensure the 
readiness and safety of their 

places of residence and the 
quality of service provided to 
pilgrims.

He stressed that the mis-
sion is working intensively 
around the clock to create ap-
propriate conditions for the 
pilgrims of Qatar, through the 
call centre and support unit, 
which works 24 hours to pro-
vide services to pilgrims and 
campaign owners, receive 
their calls and inquiries, and 
provide them with immediate 
assistance.

He indicated that the 
monitoring unit continues its 

work since its arrival to ensure 
the readiness of the pilgrims’ 
homes and their compliance 
with the conditions and speci-
fications before the arrival of 
the campaigns, indicating that 
the work of the unit continues 
even after the arrival of the 
pilgrims by carrying out inten-
sive inspection visits to ensure 
that the campaign is presented 
to all services that contribute 
to the comfort of pilgrims and 
ensure that there are no viola-
tions or obstacles.

Al Misifri pointed out 
that the Holy Sites services 
unit continues its efforts and 
works diligently and in coor-
dination with the Saudi au-
thorities, as well as with cam-
paign owners since it received 
residence of Qatar’s pilgrims 
in Mina and Arafa to equip 
them with all the necessary 
services for the comfort of the 
pilgrims of Qatar.

MoI prohibits unauthorised use of 
World Cup logo on number plates

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

COPYING and installing the FIFA World 
Cup logo on to the number plates of 
vehicles is prohibited, the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) has said, citing a Gen-
eral Directorate of Traffic statement.

“The plates containing the World 
Cup logo are special versions that 
are issued according to specific 

terms and conditions in coordination 
with FIFA, for newly-registered vehi-
cles, and for auctioned special num-
ber plates only,” the authority said. 

“It is prohibited to copy and 
install the World Cup logo on the 
vehicle number plate. Anyone who 
violates this will be exposed to 
legal accountability and referred to 
the authorities to take legal meas-
ures against them.” 

PRIVATE sector exports 
achieved significant growth 
in the first quarter of 2022, 
an indicator of the recovery 
of Qatar’s economy, where 
economic dynamics have 
been appropriately reclaimed 
and market mechanisms have 
fairly regained dominance 
over economic activities and 
resulting revenues, Qatar 
Chamber stated in its quar-
terly report issued on Sunday. 

The report stated that the 
value of private sector exports during the period stood at QR7.7 bn, representing 
a 46% growth compared to QR5.3 bn earned last year. The report also stated the 
impact of the certificates of origins on the exports’ value, where exports holding 
certificates of preferential enjoyed an elevated valued by 113.9%, while exports 
holding general certificate of origin enjoyed an elevated value of 67.3%. Similarly, 
exports’ value increased in accordance with the Arab Region Certificate Form by 
49.3%. On the other hand, GCC certificate value decreased by 13.7% as did the 
Singapore Unified Certificate by 35.7%. (TNN) PAGE 9

Private sector exports jump 
46% to QR7.7 bn in Q1: QC

Acting Charge d’Affaires of 
the Embassy of Qatar to 
Malta Khalid Ali Abdullah 
Abel has praised the friend-
ship ties that bind the two 
countries in various fields 
and the keenness of Doha 
and Valletta to develop and 
strengthen these ties.

He affirmed that the 
current official visit of 
President of the Republic 
of Malta George Vella to 
Qatar comes within the 
framework of the joint 
efforts made towards 
strengthening the friend-
ship ties and supporting 
the bilateral relations to 
encompass all fields, espe-
cially after the remarkable 
development that has been 
made at the political, eco-
nomic and cultural level.

He said the visit of 
the Maltese president is 
anticipated to give a strong 
impetus to the bilateral 
relations and contribute to 
opening new cooperation 
prospects. (QNA)

‘Maltese prez’s 
visit to Qatar  
will give strong  
impetus to ties’

Awqaf calls on Muslims to 
seize opportunities of first 
10 days of Dhul-Hijjah
MINISTRY of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs 
has affirmed the 
greatness of the 
Dhul-Hijjah month 
and the first 10 
days of it in particu-
lar, in which Allah 
Almighty swore by 
in writing the Noble 
Quran confirming 
its merit. 

In a statement issued on Sunday on the occasion of the 
first 10 days of Dhul-Hijjah, the ministry reviewed the best 
deeds for those days and called on all Muslims to seize this 
opportunity as a season of goodness and resort to Allah Al-
mighty with sincere repentance, and a lot of good deeds.

The ministry also underscored the observance of fasting 
on the day of ‘Arafah, indicating that Muslims shall be closer 
to Allah and preserve the five prayers, recitation of the Noble 
Quran, and obey and kindship. (QNA)
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MoCI recalls Maserati 
Levante GT Hybrid 2022 
 Maserati MC20, 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in coop-
eration with Al Fardan Sports 
Motors, Qatar’s Maserati deal-
ership, has announced the 
recall of Maserati Levante GT 
Hybrid 2022 model, due to the 
possibility of losing the neces-
sary torque applied to the four 
nuts of the V48 battery ground 
cables (negative) of the Ma-
serati Hybrid cars, which may 
lead to general electrical faults 
of the car.

The ministry has also re-
called Maserati MC20, 2022 
model, due to an increase in 
the voltage of the control cir-
cuit, which leads to malfunc-
tion of the vehicle’s taillight.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-

forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that car dealers follow 
up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it 
will coordinate with the deal-
er to follow up on the main-
tenance and repair works 
and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the 
necessary repairs are carried 
out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Center: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, 
Instagram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QA-
TAR.

PHCC expert urges parents to 
develop right skills to tackle 
challenging behaviour in kids
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

A study, published by Dr Sa-
rah Musa, Community Medi-
cine Specialist and Wellness-
in-Charge at Rawdat Al-Khail 
Health Center of the Primary 
Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC), has urged parents to 
recognise the reasons behind 
the behavioural changes in 
their children with the aim of 
obtaining early intervention 
and support to prevent them 
from advancing to chronic ill-
ness.

Dr Musa, in her paper pub-
lished in Psychology Research 
and Behavior Management 
journal, explains that such 
behaviours interfere with the 
learning process in children 
or their social interaction 
with peers and adults. These 
include difficulty in concen-
trating, anxiety, persistent 
avoidance of activities, social 
withdrawal, crying and hiding, 
or aggressive expressions such 
as hitting, spitting, property 
destruction, fleeing and yell-
ing.

Owing to the COVID-19 
preventive measures, there 
has been a noticeable increase 
in challenging behaviours, de-
pression, anxiety and change 

in sleep or eating patterns 
among children. Due to the 
fact that aggressive and anti-
social behaviours may exist 
beyond the age of three years 
in up to 15 percent of pre-
school-age children, the study 
recommends early interven-
tion. 

The study sheds the light 
on the factors that influence 
children’s behaviour, includ-
ing developmental, environ-
mental and socio-cultural 
elements. Understanding 

those determinants as well 
as the normal developmen-
tal milestones that children 
go through during their life 
stages will help parents in con-
trolling such behaviours, says 
the study. Some behaviours 
are typical of certain age. For 
example, physical aggression 
is commonly seen among chil-
dren in the age group of 17-42 
months, says the study. 

The research highlights 
two effective tools for manag-
ing challenging behaviours, 

namely, functional behav-
ioural assessment and positive 
behavioural support. These 
tools help in conducting a for-
mal analysis of the behaviour 
to understand its root causes 
such as lack of social attention, 
escapism, boredom and anxie-
ty. Following that, behavioural 
intervention plan is developed 
that shows a clear relation-
ship between cause and effect, 
behavioural goals, a plan for 
developing a new behaviour 
and monitoring indicators to 
evaluate improvement.

Dr. Sarah mentions mul-
tiple interventions and strat-
egies aiming to modify such 
behaviors including changing 
the antecedents or the conse-
quences related to a behavior, 
replacement skills and posi-
tive behavioural support. For 
example, when a child escapes 
tooth-brushing, antecedent 
strategies could be used, such 
as providing the toothpaste 

with a flavor the child likes. 
The replacement skills in-
clude requesting a break from 
the current activity by saying 
‘stop!’ or holding up his hand, 
while consequences strategy 
may include frequently prais-
ing the child for appropriate 
behaviours.

The study suggests en-
hancing parental capacity 
through training and empow-
ering them to identify their 
own strengths to help develop 
positive parent-child interac-
tions. Additional attention 
should be given to children 
who are more susceptible to 
mental health challenges.

The study offers a strate-
gic template that facilitates 
a comprehensive approach, 
that comprises developmen-
tal screening, promotion, 
prevention, and intensive in-
tervention through an indi-
vidualized plan for each child 
and family.

HMC’s Hamad Dental Center holds intensive course to 
prepare dentists for RCSI Fellowship examinations

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

HAMAD Dental Center, under 
the patronage of Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation’s (HMC) Medical 
Education Department and in col-
laboration with the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), re-
cently organised an intensive train-
ing workshop consisting of two 
programmes for HMC dentists. 

Held at Bayt Al Dhiyafah in 
Hamad Bin Khalifa Medical City, 
the first preparatory programme 
of the course aimed to help prepare 
HMC dentists to successfully com-
plete the requirements for the Col-
lege’s Faculty of Dentistry (MFD) 
membership examination while the 
second programm was designed to 
help prepare dentists for the spe-
cialist Paediatric Dentistry Fellow-
ship (FFD). The training course 
was held under the supervision of 
Dr Ghanem Al Mannai, chairman 

of Dental Services at HMC.   
Organised for the sixth time 

at HMC, the intensive training 
course was held in an in-person at-
tendance format as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to recede. The 
course comes as part of an edu-
cational cooperation agreement 
signed between HMC and RCSI. 

This is the first cooperation 
between the prestigious Royal Col-

lege of Surgeons in Ireland and a 
healthcare institution in the Mid-
dle East to provide an internation-
ally accredited specialist fellowship 
programme in paediatric dentistry. 

The programme aims at provid-
ing specialised training in the field 
of paediatric dentistry for Qatari 
dentists who wish to continue their 
education and further develop their 
expertise and skills to meet the in-

ternationally approved standards. 
Dr Abdullatif Al Khal, HMC’s 

deputy chief medical officer and 
director of Medical Education De-
partment, noted that HMC has 
entered into partnerships with 
several internationally recognised 
institutions in the field of medical 
education, training and healthcare, 
which helped HMC to become an 
education hub in the region. 

He added that the establish-
ment of Hamad Medical Educa-
tion Center has also contributed 
to HMC’s important role in medi-
cal education. The center works 
in accordance with international 
standards and attracts doctors 
and specialists from all countries 
in the region to join its courses 
and programmes and obtain in-
ternationally accredited certifi-
cates.   

“HMC works to ensure it con-
tinues to develop at the same rapid 
pace to strengthen its position as 

a leading, world-class healthcare 
provider. The corporation will con-
tinue its efforts to transform into 
an academic health centre based on 
three key pillars: healthcare, edu-
cation and research, providing cut-
ting-edge facilities for healthcare, 
medical education and research 
activities. The Medical Education 
Department at HMC will remain 
committed to strengthening our 
medical education portfolio as we 
believe that Qatar’s population 
deserves to receive the best health 
care from the best doctors and 
healthcare professionals,” added 
Dr Khal.

Dr Ghanem Al Mannai ex-
plained that organising this in-
tensive training course over the 
past six years is efforts to develop 
national cadres of highly trained 
dentists and meeting professional 
development requirements for 
dentists through continuing medi-
cal education programmes. 

Amir congratulates president of Madagascar
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Sunday a cable of congratulations to President of Madagascar 
Andry Nirina Rajoelina on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences 
to Saudi king
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Sunday sent a cable of condolences to the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of 
Saudi Arabia on the death of HH Princess Moudhi bint Musaed 
bin Abdurrahman bin Faisal Al Saud. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president 
of Madagascar
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Sunday a cable of congratulations to President of 
Madagascar Andry Nirina Rajoelina on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to Saudi king
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Sunday sent a cable of 
condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia on the death of 
HH Princess Moudhi bint Musaed bin Abdurrahman bin Faisal 
Al-Saud. (QNA)

PM congratulates to Madagascar 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Sunday a cable of con-
gratulations to Prime Minister of Madagascar Christian Louis 
Ntsay on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Quick read

Dr Sarah Musa, Community Medicine Specialist.

Tawfeeq Travel opens new outlet at HIA metro station
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

TAWFEEQ Travel, Qatar’s 
leading travel management 
company, has opened yet an-
other travel hub at the Hamad 
International Airport (HIA) 
Metro Station. Not only resi-
dents of Qatar, but visitors 
from all over the globe can 
now experience world class 
travel services and products 
when travelling through Qa-
tar’s award-winning Hamad 
International Airport. 

HIA offers global travellers 
with convenient connectivity 
through its strategic location, 
as 80 percent of the world’s 
population are able to connect 

with the ‘World’s Best Airport’ 
by 6-hour flights. Addition-

ally, HIA delivers a mosaic of 
cultural, retail and hospital-

ity offerings encompassed in 
a secure and efficient airport 
experience.

The new travel hub at HIA 
offers Qatar’s first baggage 
drop off and storage solution 
to travellers. This service is 
available seven days a week 
from 10am until 8pm, Satur-
day to Thursday, with prices 
starting as low as QR30 per 
day per bag. The storage fa-
cility boasts CCTV-monitored 
rooms with state-of-the-art 
electronic locks for safety of 
the baggage which are sealed 
with tamper proof security 
seals.   

Delivery options include 
transportation of the luggage 
to your home, office or any 

choice of destination in Doha. 
Rehan Ali Syed, CEO of 

Tawfeeq Travel Group, said, 
“I am extremely delighted 
at the opening of our 17th 
outlet offering our custom-
ers a unique, new service, 
delivered by our experienced 
teams that aim to support 
Qatar’s vision of welcoming 
tourists from across the globe. 
Working closely with Qatar 
Rail, Hamad International 
Airport, Qatar Airways and 
other key strategic partners, 
we are able to deliver innova-
tive services to customers. We 
look forward to your visit to 
explore the wonders of Qatari 
culture while we make your 
visit hands-free.”

Staff will serve 
Qatari pilgrims 
around the clock

CONCERNING the medical unit, he con-
firmed the readiness of services and medi-
cal care, noting that the medical staff ac-
companying the mission will work around 
the clock to provide the necessary health-
care for the pilgrims of Qatar in Makkah 
and the holy sites.

He noted the keenness of Qatar, 
represented by the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health, to provide all capabilities, 
equipment, medicines, and treatments 
necessary for all Qatari campaigns  
through the medical unit of the Hajj mis-
sion to provide high-level health services 
to ensure the safety and health of state 
pilgrims.

Al Misifri commended the constructive 
cooperation of the heads of Qatari cam-
paigns in overcoming all difficulties and 
their constant communication with the 
mission, listening and exchanging views 
and experiences to serve the pilgrims from 
Qatar.

The study sheds the light on the factors that influence 
children’s behaviour, including developmental, environ-
mental and socio-cultural elements. Understanding 
those determinants as well as the normal developmen-
tal milestones that children go through during their life 
stages will help parents in controlling such behaviours, 
says the study. 

Continued from page 1 
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The representation office of 
Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) in Gaziantep, Turkey, 
has been working on a project 
to operate three mobile mental 
health clinics.

With funding from the 
World health Organization 
(WhO), mental health rapid 
response personnel are de-
ployed to help those affected 
by COVID-19 in northwestern 
parts of Syria.

The purpose of the pro-
ject is to help reduce mental 
morbidity and improve the 
psychological conditions of 
the pandemic-affected popu-
lation, by (1) improving cov-
erage of appropriate mental 
health and psychosocial sup-
port services; (2) enhanc-
ing the integration of mental 
health and psychosocial sup-
port services provided by the 
targeted primary healthcare 
centres and mobile clinics; (3) 
including capacity-building 
and knowledge transfer for lo-
cal staff and community health 
workers (ChWs) in accord-
ance with the applicable inter-
national standards, guidelines 
and protocols (WhO, UNICeF 
and UNFPA); and (4) provid-
ing the equipment, medica-
tions and facilities needed for 
the proper operation of such 
services.

Lasting until mid-October, 
the six-month project benefits 
a total of 9,600 internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) and the 

host communities in several 
parts of northwestern Syria, 
such as Al-Bab, Salqin and 
Darkush, including 480 per-
sons with special needs.

According to WhO, it is es-
timated that one in 11 people (9 
percent) living in a setting that 
has been exposed to conflict in 
the previous 10 years will have 
a moderate or severe mental 
disorder. Among people who 
have experienced war or other 
conflict, one in five people (22 
percent) will have depression, 
anxiety, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, bipolar disorder or 
schizophrenia.

The Inter-Agency Stand-
ing Committee’s (IASC) COV-
ID-19 Global humanitarian 
Response Plan (hRP) recom-
mends six interventions in the 
context of mental health and 
psychosocial support response 
during the pandemic.

It stresses special attention 
to older persons, children and 
patients with noncommuni-
cable diseases; eradication of 
social stigma; and social mes-
sages to raise awareness about 
mental health issues during 
the COVID-19 response.

The project provides in-
tegrated, high-quality and 
culturally appropriate mental 
health and psychosocial sup-
port services, through three 
stationed and mobile mental 
health clinics targeting the lo-
cal population, whether inter-
nally displaced persons or the 
host communities, where ac-
cess to mental health services 
is very low.

QRCS and WHO 
help out Syrians 
suffering from 
mental morbidity

Qatari satellite Suhail-2 specs generate handsome 
interest in QARS pavilion at Friedrichshafen show

Katara announces new 
series of summer art 
workshops for children

Arabic Poetry Night held in Education City as part of festival’s pop-up variation

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

ThRee Qatari poets – Radhi 
Al hajri, Ahmad Al Muftah, 
Abdulrahman Al Dolaim, and 
oudist Ali Nakuzi – took to 
the D’reesha Stage to perform 
Arabic poetry and music at the 
Arabic Poetry Night. 

The D’reesha Stage, part of 
Qatar Foundation’s performing 
arts festival called D’reesha, is 
a pop-up variation that gives a 
platform to the arts communi-
ties in Qatar to perform and en-
gage with fellow artists. 

Ameera Al Aji, head of 
Community Arts Department 
at Qatar Foundation (QF) and 
a member of the organising 
team of D’reesha festival, be-

lieves it is important to reach 
out to the community and wel-
come them to share their art in 
the hopes of promoting local 
arts and culture, and the Ara-
bic language.

“The success of the 
D’reesha Stage was due to the 
diversity of the works pre-
sented and the passion of the 
artists, which is an important 
factor in the continuity and 
success of the festival. D’reesha 
aspires to showcase more tal-
ents from our community. We 
seek to help creative people de-

velop their talents and create 
an artistically educated society 
that is familiar with Arab cul-
ture first, and then the global 
culture,” said Aji.

“As a leading member of 
QF’s Community Arts, I be-
lieve that the arts are one of 
the most important reasons 
for societies to thrive. Today, 
art is an important element 
to opening many closed doors 
towards cultures, history, and 
science,” added Aji.

Many countries give im-
portance to their local arts and 

culture and to poet Al hajri’s 
understanding, poetry and 
music are embedded in Arab 
culture. 

“We are not the first in 
technological advancements 
or industrial developments. 
What makes our region, and 
Arabic communities, special 
is that art and poetry come 
naturally to us. The Arabic 
language is not only meant to 
convey information and facts, 
but also morals and ethics,” 
hajri said.

hosted by Nada Bahzad, 

the creatives got into a con-
versation about what sparked 
their passion and led them to 
finding their unique styles.

“Sometimes, we find a fig-
ure or an artist that has reached 
a great level in their art, and 
their hard work and determina-
tion can inspire and motivate 
you. For me, I found it very use-
ful to constantly read, which 
helped to broaden my horizons 
when working on my poetry. 
That was the best advice I re-
ceived,” said Muftah.

“It’s important to get a 

lot of support and it starts 
from family. I remember my 
friends in Lebanon had great 
talents which were neglected 
by not practising. My advice 
to parents is to nurture their 
children’s talents, especially 
during their teenage years,” 
said Nakuzi

Throughout the night, the 
audience were entranced by the 
poetry and oud sounds, which 
created a serene atmosphere 
in the Black Box theatre. Omar 
Allouba, a member of the audi-
ence and previous D’reesha per-

former, found the show to be an 
educational experience. 

“The event has definitely 
exposed me to Arabic poetry 
as someone who is not very 
familiar with it. I also learnt a 
lot about the oud, how it has 
a whole language, and that 
with different variations of 
notes, you can create different 
moods,” Allouba said.  

If you are interested in per-
forming at the next D’reesha 
Stage pop-up or the Festival, 
contact the team by emailing 
Dreesha@qf.org.qa.

20 high school students learn about district 
cooling in TAMUQ-Qatar Cool programme
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

OVeR the past academic year, 
20 high school students from 
different schools in Qatar ex-
plored the engineering behind 
district cooling by participat-
ing in a programme hosted by 
Texas A&M University at Qa-
tar (TAMUQ), a Qatar Foun-
dation partner university, in 
collaboration with Qatar Cool.

During the programme, 
Keeping Cool with Qatar Cool, 
the students gained insights 
into various topics including 
the physics behind pumps, 
heat transfer and heat ex-
changers, water and energy 
conservation, thermodynam-
ics, refrigeration, water puri-
fication, and reverse osmosis. 
During each lesson, students 
worked on hands-on projects 
such as building water foun-
tains, making swamp coolers, 
creating hydroponics systems, 
studying refrigeration com-
ponents, and creating water 
filtration and purification sys-
tems with an economic analy-
sis for their designs.

The students also visited 
the Qatar Cool plant, which 
helped the participants un-
derstand how district cooling 
works and the engineering 
behind it. The students re-
searched solutions to clean 
or re-use the refrigerant gas 
within Qatar Cool plants or de-
velop a more environmentally 
friendly method to discharge 
the gas into the atmosphere, 
as part of their final project.

Karima Ahmed, a student 
at ACS International School 
Doha, said: “I was interested 
in the programme because it 
would help me explore more 
about engineering. I aspire to 
be an engineer so it was very 

important to me to have real 
life experience in the field. I 
expected to be challenged and 
pushed to try my very best in 
every class. Throughout the 
course I constantly felt chal-
lenged, I had to be a good com-
municator and work well with 
my team to create complex 
solutions. For students who 
are interested, this programme 
gives the best real-life experi-
ence in engineering. If you are 
unsure that engineering is the 
path for you then this course 
shows you what engineering 
is and how it looks like in real 

life.”
hasan Zubeidi, a student 

in Qatar Academy Doha, add-
ed, “I’d personally describe my 
journey with the ‘Keeping Cool 
with Qatar Cool’ programme 
as extremely inspiring and in-
formative, as well as fun. 

It wasn’t just the phys-
ics and mathematics that I 
learned in class, but also the 
real-life application of those 
concepts. every aspect of a 
solution was taken into con-
sideration during the pro-
gramme, and we relied heav-
ily on the engineering design 

process that our supervisors 
taught and explained to us.

Overall, I would say that 
this experience has been eye-
opening and inspiring. I’ve 
been introduced to the world 
of engineering, a world that I 
had no idea was so extensive 
and deep. Thanks to that, my 
amazing team, and our great 
supervisor Katbeh, I can confi-
dently say that I will be pursu-
ing a career in engineering or 
at least in STeM.”

The programme was devel-
oped by TAMUQ’s STeM (Sci-
ence, Technology, engineer-
ing and Mathematics) hub to 
give students a first-hand look 
at how district cooling works 
in Qatar from the industry 
experts who [do it]. STeM ex-
perts Tala Katbeh ’15 and Ben-
jamin Cieslinski led the pro-
gramme with input and some 
lessons from Qatar Cool. 

Katbeh said, “The Keep-
ing Cool with Qatar Cool pro-
gramme is one of a kind, and 
it was exciting to see how the 
students were actively engaged 
in the learning process. As an 
educator, I feel very proud to 
have been able to contribute 
towards preparing the next 
generation of future engineer-
ing leaders in Qatar. We are 
also grateful for the support 

that Qatar Cool provided in 
making this a valuable experi-
ence for the students.” 

Qatar Cool’s CeO Yasser 
Al Jaidah commented on the 
programme, “Innovation and 
scientific advances are rapidly 
expanding, creating a demand 
for innovators. It is our next 
generation who will lead the 
way and build a knowledge-
based economy.  To succeed 
in this new information-based 
and highly technical culture, 
students need to expand their 
skills in STeM to levels beyond 
what was deemed acceptable 
in the past. STeM education 
creates critical thinkers and 
enables the next generation of 
innovators. We are pleased to 
have been involved with Texas 
A&M in this programme. As 
an organisation rich with en-
gineers from all disciplines, we 
know the worth of STeM edu-
cation and the invaluable role 
our future engineers will have 
in sustaining and enhancing 
the efforts we are putting in 
place.  We look forward to con-
tinuing to work with institutes 
and students, helping to nur-
ture and develop our future 
engineers.” 

At the end of the pro-
gramme, students were recog-
nised for their outstanding ef-
forts. Bayan Khraisheh, hasan 
Zubaidi, Karima Ahmed, and 
Yaman Adwan received the 
Best Teamwork Award, while 
Jlina elzeini, Rama Al ha-
midi, Sana Al hamidi, and 
Zeid Kailani received the Best 
Presentation Award for their 
team’s efforts in the final pro-
ject. Wafaa Ismail received the 
Outstanding Citizen Award, 
Bartosz Werla received the 
Most Inquisitive Award, and 
Karima Ahmed received Best 
engineering Notebook Award.

QnA
Berlin

QATAR Amateur Radio Soci-
ety (QARS) participated in the 
Friedrichshafen exhibition in 
Germany from June 24 to 26.

The exhibition, which 
is held annually in Frie-
drichshafen, Germany, is con-
sidered one of the most vital 
exhibitions in this field. 

A large number of radio 
amateurs, radio amateur as-
sociations and clubs and 
manufacturers of radio hobby 
devices and equipment, par-
ticipated in the event, as well 
as a number of international 
and regional organisations 
and bodies concerned with the 
hobby.

This year, the exhibition 
witnessed a wide participa-
tion of visitors at the pavilion 
of QARS, which attracted the 
Arab and foreign audiences 
to view the specifications of 
the Qatari satellite (Suhail-2), 
which was launched in 2018, 
and carried a transmitter for 
radio amateurs, which is the 

first transmitter for amateurs 
on a satellite to be launched in 
a fixed orbit worldwide.

The presentation made 
by QARS during the exhibi-
tion regarding the amateur 
transmitter on the satellite at-
tracted the largest viewership 
among other shows presented 
by QARS and clubs participat-
ing in the exhibition.

In a statement on Sunday, 
Chairman Board of Directors 
of QARS Abdullah bin hamad 
Al Attiyah said that the par-
ticipation of the QARS in the 
Friedrichshafen exhibition 
came after previous successful 
participation. 

he emphasised that the 
participation of QARS mem-
bers in such international fo-

rums is of great importance 
for the hobby. QARS set up its 
own pavilion to introduce the 
countries of the world to the 
most important accomplish-
ments made by Qatar during 
the past period, as well as the 
most important accomplish-
ments of QARS in the region 
and worldwide.

he added that the exhibi-

tion represented an opportu-
nity for Qatari amateurs to 
further acquire international 
experiences and exchange 
information with interna-
tional experts, in addition to 
getting familiarised with the 
state-of-the-art technology 
in the field of devices and 
equipment for the wireless 
hobby.

QnA
Doha

The Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) has announced 
the launch of new series of 
summer workshops to be held 
during the month of July for 
children aged 8 to 13 years.

The two workshops are in-
tended to focus on a myriad of 
artistic fields, prepared by art-
ist Jamila Al Ansari at Katara 
Art Studios Building 19, where 
the first workshop, Mak-
ing Watercolour Fish, will be 
held on July 1, and the second 
workshop, Summer Flowers 
Workshop, is set to be held on 
July 3 from 5pm to 6:30 pm.

A workshop on the Basics 
of Landscape Painting by art-
ist hanifa Abdel Qader will be 
held from July 5 to 7, at Katara 
Art Studios Building 19, from 
5pm to 7pm, for the age group 
from 8 to 13 years.

The specialised workshops 
that Katara launches during 

the summer vacation are very 
popular with school students 
at different academic levels. 
By organising these work-
shops, Katara seeks to nurture 
the artistic and manual skills 
of children, discover artistic 
talents from an early age, and 
present, in addition to provid-
ing the necessary care to en-
sure their progress.

Katara had run a host of 
summer workshops this June, 
including a training workshop 
on designing stamps and post-
cards, a workshop to teach the 
art of puppet making, which 
includes teaching how to make 
hand and thread puppets. 
Workshops on the art of dra-
matic games and kinetic ex-
pression, verbal and facial ex-
pressions, Arabic calligraphy 
were also organised. Artistic 
workshops launched by the Al 
Thuraya Dome was also held. 
The workshops ran for the 
whole month, with two work-
shops being held every week.

Three Qatari 
poets perform on 
D’reesha Stage 
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Olive Fest, one of the high-
lights of Olive international 
School’s annual calendar, be-
gan this year on June 26. 

Continuing the tradition 
of the last eight years, all the 
primary, secondary and senior 
secondary campuses are par-
ticipating in the festival this 
year too with great zeal and 
enthusiasm. The festival com-
menced with a grand inau-
guration by celebrity guests 
Ahmed Alsabith and Shaly 
Antony along with Princi-
pal Jacob Mathew and other 
members of the school’s sen-
ior leadership team.

Ahmad Alsabith is Amrita 
Tv Superstar Junior winner 
of 2006, vijay is Tv Super 
Singer 2011 finalist, Mailanchi 
Asianet 2012 runner up. Sha-
ly Antony is a musician and 
trainer by profession and pas-
sion. He has certified for 8th 

grade Trinity College, london 
and has performed many live 
shows in different parts of the 
world. 

Olive Fest is a blend of dif-
ferent cultural and personality 
enhancement programmes. it 
was conducted under the guid-

ance of vice principal opera-
tions Anupama Sajith, activity 
coordinators, house masters 
and teachers. 

The festival plays a signifi-
cant role in the holistic devel-
opment of students as indi-
viduals and as members of a 

team. The fest will continue 
for three days and on the day 
of closing, the best house will 
be awarded with the champi-
onship trophy. Olive interna-
tional School provides a wide 
platform to the children to 
showcase their talents.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

FiFTy One east, Qatar’s fa-
vorite department store, in 
collaboration with l’Oréal 
Académie Qatar, recently 
organised a special l’Oréal 
Professionnel Paris Master-
class, led by Nicolas Hallak, 
in the presence of Pascal 
Amseyan, regional education 
manager; and elie Saide, na-
tional education manager at 
Mondrian Doha.

The masterclass was at-
tended by more than 250 
hair experts from top salons 
in Qatar and aimed to in-
troduce the French Balay-
age Shadow, a new twist of 
French Balayage by l’Oréal 
Professionnel Paris.

The French Balayage 
Shadow embraces a profes-
sional two-step technique 

enabling ladies to achieve 
more dramatic contrast be-
tween hair roots and lengths. 
The first step is a perfectly 
blended lightening technique 
based on Blond Studio 9, 
lifting to 9 levels, with a fast 
take-off and enriched with 
an oil-based technology that 

improves hair cosmetics. The 
second step is the nourishing 
gloss with Dia light to neu-
tralise undertones after light-
ening and restore the beauty 
of bleached hair, making it 30 
percent more nourished.

Attendees of the master-
class expressed their happi-

ness for being able to par-
ticipate in this immersive and 
rich experience with Nicolas 
Hallak, a well-known hair-
dresser with more than 20 
years of experience who is 
dubbed the ‘King of Balayage’ 
and was chosen by l’Oréal 
Professionnel Paris to be their 

regional ambassador.
This is one of many edu-

cational initiatives that re-
flect Fifty One east’s com-
mitment to supporting the 
community by inviting some 
of the best international 
experts who can help local 
talents master l’Oréal’s ex-

ceptional techniques and dis-
cover the latest trends in the 
world of hair care. 

This masterclass is also a 
testament to the long-stand-
ing relationship between 
Fifty One east and l’Oréal, 
which extends to more than 
65 years and is built on com-

mon values and shared ob-
jectives, emphasising the po-
sition of Fifty One east as the 
home of the biggest interna-
tional beauty brands, and 
l’Oréal Professionnel Paris 
as the leader in innovation 
and new techniques of hair 
coloration.
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QRDI Council partners with Ooredoo, Milaha to foster
new tech to tap opportunities in Qatar’s priority areas
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QATAr research, Develop-
ment and innovation (QrDi) 
Council, in partnership with 
Ooredoo and Milaha, has an-
nounced the launch of the sec-
ond batch of innovation calls 
for its flagship Qatar Open 
innovation programme (QOi) 
in an effort to leverage innova-
tion through partnerships. 

The QOi partners aim to 
develop new technologies ad-
dressing local opportunities 
that fall under Qatar’s five 
national priority areas as out-
lined by the QrDi 2030 strat-
egy, with chosen innovators 
provided a trusted piloting 
partner and a testbed for their 
innovation before they deploy 
it on a large scale.  

Through the second it-
eration of QOi, QrDi Council 

has partnered with Ooredoo, 
a leading international com-
munications company in the 
Middle east, North Africa and 
Southeast Asia, and Milaha, 
one of the largest and most 
diversified maritime and lo-
gistics companies in the Mid-
dle east. This set of innovation 
calls will focus on innovation 
opportunities incorporating 
artificial intelligence, virtual 
and augmented reality, and 
machine learning in telecom-
munications, logistics and 
maritime sectors to connect 
Ooredoo and Milaha to a vast 
pool of innovators and poten-
tial novel technologies or solu-
tions that meet their business 
needs.

engineer Omar Ali Al 
Ansari, secretary-general of 
QrDi Council, stated: “The 
QrDi Council plays a major 
role in enhancing innovation 

in Qatar – and through our 
QOi programme, we will con-
tinue to provide chances for 
opportunity owners across 
key sectors to identify their 
innovation needs and goals. 
As we strive to grow Qatar’s 
burgeoning innovation eco-
system, the QOi programme 
continues to offer opportuni-
ties for local and international 
companies and talent through 
our renowned connections 
and expertise to help drive the 

country towards sustainability 
and innovation.”

Mohammed Abdulla 
Swidan, interim president 
and chief executive officer at 
Milaha, said: “As the lead-
ing provider of maritime and 
logistics solutions in Qatar, 
Milaha strives to develop its 
business and expand its ser-
vice offerings to support the 
government’s plan to provide 
secure and sustainable supply 
chain and build a diversified 

knowledge-based economy. 
Being among the strategic 
partners in the Qatar Open in-
novation, we look forward to 
supporting the research and 
development initiatives and 
to promoting innovation and 
digital transformation that 
help find creative solutions to 
facilitate complex processes 
and encountering business 
challenges in the maritime 
and logistics industry.”

The Qatar Open innova-
tion programme is a call on 
local and global innovators to 
create, in Qatar, technological 
innovations which address the 
needs of large local enterpris-
es and government agencies. 
it connects innovators from 
startups, SMes and corporates 
to opportunity owners who 
can collaborate to pilot inno-
vation solutions to meet their 
unique needs and further their 

business goals. 
Kamran Siddiqui, senior 

director of Strategy at Oore-
doo Qatar, said: “We’re de-
lighted to be working with the 
QrDi Council to drive innova-
tion within Qatar by develop-
ing these two disruptive pilots: 
Smart Tools for Audio Analyt-
ics in ioT Network, and Smart 
Troubleshooting Ar/vr soft-
ware for Wi-Fi applications. A 
key element of our corporate 
strategy is to seek, establish 
and develop partnerships such 
as this, through which we can 
expand and enhance our offer-
ing with the aim of complete 
customer satisfaction. i look 
forward to kickstarting this 
hands-on partnership with 
the development of these two 
projects for the benefit of our 
customers.”

Known as the first-of-its-
kind programme in the coun-

try that aims to support in-
novation in Qatar and further 
expand the country’s growing 
ecosystem, QOi was launched 
earlier this year with partners 
Hassad Foods and Qatar Gen-
eral electricity and Water Cor-
poration (Kahramaa). 

The first set of innovation 
calls saw participation from 
local and international inno-
vators who submitted 197 pro-
posals that addressed oppor-
tunities in water, energy and 
agriculture.

Future sets of QOi calls 
will soon be released as QrDi 
Council continues to work with 
large local enterprises and 
government agencies across 
the five priority areas defined 
by QrDi 2030 to identify op-
portunities where innovation 
can drive collaboration across 
sectors and promote economic 
growth and productivity.

The Ritz-Carlton Doha 
names David Dahlhaus 
as new executive chef
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THe ritz-Carlton, Doha has 
carved out a prominent posi-
tion as Qatar’s premier gas-
tronomic destination. Such 
culinary mastery has been 
overseen by its talented team 
of chefs, which is delighted to 
welcome new executive Chef, 
David Dahlhaus. 

renowned for his passion 
and creativity, David brings a 
vast range of experience to his 
new position. From his forma-
tive years as apprentice chef in 
Germany, he worked his way 
up, through a number of fine 
dining and Michelin starred 
restaurants, as well as com-
pleting a three-month stint at 
world-class, Noma, in Copen-
hagen, Denmark. 

David’s keen interest in all 
things culinary has seen him 
travel across the globe, hon-
ing his craft at some of the 
best hotels and restaurants 
around. His impressive career 
includes working at renais-
sance UK, JW Marriott Hotel 
Dubai, yas Hotel Abu Dhabi, 
Jumeirah Group’s Multi-
award winning Pierchic in 
Dubai, Marriott Marquis City 
Center Doha, One&Only Seef 
Bahrain and spending his last 
four years at One&Only Desa-
ru Coast, Malaysia, as execu-
tive chef.

“i am delighted that Da-
vid is joining the ritz-Carl-
ton, Doha’s expert culinary 
team,” said General Manager 
Carlo Javakhia. “His in-depth 
knowledge of global cuisine 
and Michelin-star experience 
bring an exciting additional 
dimension to the hotel’s al-
ready prominent restaurant 
and catering scenes.”

An experienced hotelier 

and culinarian, David has 
spent his life exploring the 
world through food. His work 
ethic is well-respected as is his 
leadership, exemplary stand-
ards and gastronomic mas-
tery. 

A strong enthusiasm for 
exceptional produce, com-
bined with his excellent skills 
at crafting healthy, tasty 
menus and beautifully accom-
plished dishes will not only 
complement the hotel’s exist-
ing offering, but is an opportu-
nity to further extend its grow-
ing catering business.

David joins the team that 
successfully won the ten-
der as official caterer for the 
Doha exhibition and Conven-
tion Center and will, without 
doubt, bring his creative flair 
to this prestigious partner-
ship. 

By bringing together a di-
verse line-up of skilled chefs, 
The ritz-Carlton, Doha has 
long stood out for its culinary 
excellence and remains at 
the forefront of Qatar’s gas-
tronomic evolution. David’s 
appointment brings an ad-
ditional range to an already 
strong dining heritage and the 
hotel’s commitment to quality 
cuisine.

David Dahlhaus

Fifty One East and L’Oréal Académie Qatar host masterclass for hair experts

Halo Bakery & Café signs deal with Amlak
Holding to operate two food venues at QNL
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

SPeArHeADiNG Doha’s food 
offerings, the city’s favourite 
baked goods hotspot has come 
together in a partnership that 
will see more sweet and sa-
voury treats put smiles on the 
faces of guests visiting both Sa-
fahat Coffee Bar & Bakehouse, 
and the main restaurant at the 
Qatar National library (QNl).

in an exciting – and deli-
cious – agreement, Halo Bak-
ery & Café has signed as the of-
ficial operator of the two food 
locations, bringing its track re-
cord of operational excellence 
to the forefront once more.

Nejoud Al-Jehani, founder 
and owner of Halo Bakery & 
Café, and Mohamed Al-Naimi, 
chief executive officer of Amlak 
Holding, made the agreement 
official at a signing ceremony 
in February that took place at 
Qatar Foundation.

“This collaboration is 
one which is very close to my 
heart,” Al-Jehani said. “As an 
education City alumna and 
an advocate of Qatar Founda-
tion’s vision, i am honoured 
that Halo is now part of this 
ecosystem.

“Through this new inte-
grated collaboration, we aim 
to curate a space that entices 
taste buds and encourages 
open conversation and intel-

lectual knowledge transfer for 
all, while maintaining the in-
tegrity of QNl as Qatar’s cen-
tre of knowledge excellence,” 
Al-Jehani added.

The new venture is in line 
with Halo’s mission to sup-
port the local ecosystem grow 
through exchange of knowl-
edge and experience. Halo is 
proud to support QNl’s val-
ues of education and lifelong 
learning, open access, equity, 

diversity, inclusion, and acces-
sibility.

Halo’s vision is to disrupt 
the local bakery scene by al-
lowing customers to indulge 
in a quality and unique experi-
ence through delicious, hand-
crafted, and contemporary 
creations. Halo aims to oper-
ate each of the food venues to 
the highest standard and in 
line with each of their target 
markets. 

Safahat Coffee Bar & Bake-
house not only includes cus-
tomer favourites with bakery 
items but also new grab ‘n’ go 
salads and sandwiches. lo-
cated in the state-of-the-art 
Qatar National library, Safa-
hat caters to knowledge-hun-
gry library visitors and Qatar 
Foundation faculty members 
that are looking for an easy go-
to spot to have quality food and 
beverages. 

Whilst QNl’s namesake 
restaurant introduces a crowd-
pleasing menu to cater for fam-
ilies and students. Both food 
venues are open from Sunday 
to Thursday, 8am to 8pm and 
are available for delivery across 
Qatar Foundation through 
its exclusive partnership with 
Snoonu. Since 2018, Halo has 
been operating in multiple 
major retail outlets across the 
country with branches in the 
Pearl-Qatar, the Gate Mall and 
villaggio Mall.

Olive International School kicks off annual festival



MANILA An inter-island ferry 
with 165 passengers and 
crew caught fire off a central 
Philippine province Sun-
day, leaving one dead and 
another missing while the 
rest were safely rescued, 
the coast guard said.

The fire hit the vessel 
Mama Mary Chloe shortly 
after noon near two island 
villages in Bohol province, 
coast guard officials said. 
A search backed by fishing 
boats was underway for one 
missing person.

Footage on social 
media showed people in life 
vests bobbing in the sea, 
with the vessel engulfed 
in thick black smoke. The 
ferry, which was carrying 
eight crew members and 
157 passengers, including 
15 children, was en route 
to the eastern province of 
Leyte from Bohol. (afp)

1 dead, 1 missing, 
others rescued as 
ferry catches fire 
in Philippines

AN off-duty police officer 
punched a woman twice 
in the face at an abortion 
rights rally in the US state 
of Rhode Island on Friday 
night.

Jeann Lugo, a cop who 
was running for a state sen-
ate seat as a Republican, 
slugged Jennifer Rourke, an 
abortion rights activist who 
is running for the same seat 
as a Democrat, outside the 
Rhode Island State House 
in Providence. 

The protest was organ-
ized after the US Supreme 
Court in Washington on 
Friday morning ended the 
constitutional right to an 
abortion. It was one of 
many protests throughout 
the country. 

The Providence police 
department said Satur-
day that Lugo had been 
suspended with pay. The 
department said it launched 
a criminal investigation into 
Lugo’s actions. (dpa)

Cop suspended 
after punching 
woman at US 
abortion protest

News 
in brief

dpa 
RABAT 

The death toll in an attempt 
by hundreds of migrants 
to break through a border 
fence between Morocco and 
a Spanish exclave earlier this 
week has risen to 23, Moroc-
can state television reported 
on Sunday.

On Friday, Rabat said 18 
migrants had died, while oth-
ers and security forces were 
injured, during a mass at-
tempt to storm the border to 
the Spanish exclave of Melilla.

Five further migrants have 
since died, raising the toll to 
23, state television reported 
late on Saturday, citing un-
named local sources.

The 18 injured migrants 
and one member of security 
forces are still under medical 
observation, the broadcaster 
added without elaborating.

The independent Moroc-
can Association of human 
Rights accused the security 
forces of using “unjustified” 
violence against the migrants 
and mistreating them.

Amin Abidar, the group’s 
head in the city of Nador near 
the border with Melilla, told 
dpa that migrants had been 
left trapped on the ground for 
hours without medical assis-
tance.

For its part, Morocco’s 
Interior Ministry accused the 
migrants of using violence.

Morocco became inde-
pendent from France and 
Spain in 1956.

Nevertheless, Spain still 
holds two autonomous cities 
there: Melilla and Ceuta, 250 
kilometres further west on the 
Strait of Gibraltar.

Both are claimed by  
Rabat.

Near the two cities, tens of 
thousands of people, mainly 
from sub-Saharan Africa, of-
ten wait for a chance to enter 
the eU.

Death toll 
climbs to 23  
after migrants 
try to storm  
Melilla border

agencies 

RUSSIAN missiles hit the 
Ukrainian capital early on Sun-
day, striking at least two resi-
dential buildings and killing 
one person, the mayor of Kiev 
said. The attack came as West-
ern leaders meeting in europe 
this week prepared to reaffirm 
their support for Ukraine and 
condemnation of Russia.

Associated Press journal-
ists in Kiev saw rescue services 
battling flames and rescu-
ing civilians. The strikes also 
damaged a nearby kindergar-
ten, where a crater pocked the 
courtyard. Ukrainian air force 
spokesman Yuriy Ignat said 
the missiles were Kh-101 cruise 
missiles fired from planes over 
the Caspian Sea, more than 
1,500 kilometers (932 miles) 
away.

After conflicting early 
casualty reports, Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko said one person was 
killed and six injured, includ-
ing a 7-year-old girl and her 
mother, whose condition he 
described as moderately severe.

Klitschko told journalists 
that he believed the airstrikes 
were “maybe a symbolic at-
tack” ahead of a NATO summit 
in Madrid that starts Tuesday. 
Leaders of the Group of Seven 
industrialized nations, includ-
ing U.S. President Joe Biden, 
were in Germany on Sunday 
for a meeting of the world’s 
largest economies.

The leaders were set to an-
nounce new bans on imports of 
Russian gold, the latest in a se-
ries of sanctions they hope will 
further isolate Russia economi-
cally. Biden, while standing 
with German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz, the three-day meeting’s 
host, was asked for his reaction 
to the latest missile strikes on 
Kiev .

“It’s more of their barba-
rism,” he replied.

The early morning Rus-
sian airstrikes were the first to 
successfully target the capital 

since June 5. Two more explo-
sions were later heard in Kyiv, 
but their cause was not imme-
diately clear.

A member of the Ukrain-
ian parliament, Oleksiy Gon-
charenko, wrote on the Tel-
egram messaging app that 
preliminary information indi-
cated that Russia launched 14 
missiles toward the capital re-
gion and Kiev itself, suggesting 
that some were intercepted.

In the city of Cherkasy, 
about 160 kilometers (100 
miles) southeast of Kiev , one 
person was killed and five in-
jured in strikes by two Russian 
rockets, regional governor Ihor 
Taburets said.

A former commander of 
U.S. forces in europe said the 
strikes on Kiev were intended 
to humiliate Western leaders 
as they gathered for the G-7 
and NATO summits.

“Russia is saying, ‘We can 

do this all day long. You guys 
are powerless to stop us,’” re-
tired Lt. Gen. Ben hodges, the 
former commanding general 
of U.S. Army forces in europe, 
said. “The Russians are humili-
ating the leaders of the West.” 
In a phone interview, hodges 
said Russia doesn’t have bot-
tomless stocks of precision 
missiles and that “if they are 
using them, it’s going to be for 
a special purpose.” he said it 
was hard to say with certainty 
whether apartments buildings 
were deliberately targeted or 
whether missiles strayed.

Meanwhile, Russian troops 
fought to consolidate their 
gains in the country’s east by 
battling to swallow up the last 
remaining Ukrainian strong-
hold in Luhansk province. 
Luhansk Gov. Serhiy haidai 
said Sunday that Russia was 
conducting intense airstrikes 
on the city of Lysychansk, de-

stroying its television tower 
and seriously damaging a road 
bridge.

“There’s very much de-
struction. Lysychansk is almost 
unrecognizable,” he wrote on 
Facebook.

Lysychansk and the nearby 
city of Sievierodonetsk have 
been the focal point of a Rus-
sian offensive aimed at cap-
turing all of Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region and destroying 
the Ukrainian troops defending 
territory not already controlled 
by Moscow-backed separatists.

haidai confirmed Saturday 
that Sievierodonetsk, including 
a chemical plant where hun-
dreds of Ukrainian troops and 
civilians were holed up, had 
fallen to Russian and separatist 
fighters.

Russian Defense Ministry 
spokesman Igor Konashenkov 
said late Saturday that Russian 
and Moscow-backed separa-

tist forces now control Sievi-
erodonetsk and the villages 
surrounding it. he said the at-
tempt by Ukrainian forces to 
turn the Azot plant into a “stub-
born center of resistance” had 
been thwarted.

Capturing Lysychansk 
would give Russian forces con-
trol of every major settlement 
in the province, a significant 
step toward Russia’s aim of 
capturing the entire Donbas. 
The Russians and separatists 
control about half of Donetsk, 
the second province in the 
Donbas.

On Saturday, Russia also 
launched dozens of missiles on 
several areas across the coun-
try far from the heart of the 
eastern battles. Some of the 
missiles were fired from Rus-
sian long-range Tu-22 bomb-
ers deployed from Belarus for 
the first time, Ukraine’s air 
command said.

Russia strikes Kiev with 
missiles as Western 
leaders meet in Europe
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DeNMARK’S Prince Christian, the 
16-year-old son of Crown Prince Frederik 
and Princess Mary and second in line to 
the Danish throne, is to leave the herluf-
sholm boarding school following reports 
of abuse.

The royals will also not be sending his 
younger sister to the school as previously 
planned, the DR broadcaster reported, 
based on a statement from the royal house 
on Sunday.

The prestigious boarding school 
favoured by the country’s elite was the sub-
ject of a television documentary entitled 
“herlufsholms hemmeligheder” (herluf-
sholm’s Secrets) broadcast by TV2 at the 
start of May, which detailed instances 
of physical violence, bullying and sexual 
abuse.

In it, former pupils described humiliat-
ing experiences, with older pupils attack-
ing their younger peers at night.

The report led to the dismissal of the 
school’s director and to planned reforms. 
Over the weekend, the entire directorate 
resigned in response to a critical report 
from Denmark’s educational authority that 
threatened to demand the repayment of 
state funding.

herlufsholm has been given until Au-
gust 8 to respond to the report.

The crown prince and his wife said last 
month that they had been deeply dis-
turbed by the report of systematic bullying 
and humiliation, adding that they had 
expected the school to provide an environ-
ment in which all felt safe and part of the 
community.

Denmark’s  
royals withdraw 
son from  
controversial 
elite school
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Ukrainian musicians call on 
Glastonbury to ‘stop Putin’

dpa
LoNDoN

UKRAINIAN folk band 
DakhaBrakha and eurovision 
2016 winner Jamala have per-
formed together on Glaston-
bury’s Pyramid Stage, sharing a 
message to “stop Putin”.

Jamala won the eurovision 
Song Contest in 2016, repre-
senting Ukraine, and was wel-
comed on stage as DakhaBra-
kha’s special guest for the 
performance on Sunday after-
noon. Jamala, full name Su-
sana Alimivna Jamaladinova, 
told the PA news agency after 
the set: “We can stop this evil 
only if we are united, only if we 
are together.

“We are fighting for free-
dom, for equality... it’s my first 
time in Glastonbury and I see 
that freedom here.

“It’s a treasure to be hu-
man and to express yourself, 

and you even don’t know how 
important it is.” On a weekend 
when Kyiv experienced its first 
Russian bombing in weeks, 
part of DakhaBrakha’s act fea-
tured an animation on a screen 
showing birds transforming 
into fighter jets.

Other images included 
Ukrainian tractors dragging 
Russian tanks, and crowds 
marching towards armoured 
vehicles adorned with the letter 
“Z”, a Russian pro-war symbol.

Wearing a Ukrainian flag 
around her shoulders, Karolina 
Livsicaite from Vilnius, Lithu-
ania, said she “really enjoyed” 
the performance.

“It made me feel sad and 
also uplifted”, the 38-year-old 
told PA.

Ms Livsicaite added that the 
performance served to “remind 
Glastonbury (and) remind the 
world that war is going on, 
and Ukraine needs everyone’s 

help”.
On the support she had 

seen for Ukraine at the festival, 
Jamala said: “I so appreciate 
every little thing ... all the flags, 
I can’t really even can explain.” 
Speaking on stage, Marko 
halanevych, one of the band 
members of DakhaBrakha, 
said: “Ukraine became (a) vic-
tim of Russian aggression, but 
Ukrainian people became real 
heroes of resistance.” Jamala 
and the band were met with 
cheers during the performance, 
with many Ukrainian flags vis-
ible in the crowd.

The musicians’ appearance 
came after Russia attacked Kyiv 
for the first time in weeks, with 
missiles striking at least two 
residential buildings.

The general prosecutor’s of-
fice said preliminary informa-
tion indicated one person was 
killed and four injured in the 
attack.

Ukrainian folk band Dakhabrakha perform on the Pyramid Stage at the Glastonbury festival near the  
village of Pilton in Somerset, south-west England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Rescuers and firefighters work in a damaged residential building, hit by Russian missiles in Kiev on Sunday. (AFP)

Morocco became  
independent from France 
and Spain in 1956
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W
ithin the framework of Qa-
tar’s endeavor to find new, 
fruitful partnerships and con-
solidate good relations with 
various countries, President 

of the Republic of Malta George Vella 
has begun an official visit to the coun-
try.

his highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh tamim bin hamad Al 
thani will meet the President of Malta 
at the Amiri Diwan on Monday to dis-
cuss bilateral relations between the two 
countries and the ways to support and 
develop them, in addition to reviewing 
a number of issues of common interest.

the visit and discussions are ex-
pected to contribute to supporting and 
developing relations between Doha 
and Valletta and transferring them to 
new and advanced levels of coopera-
tion and coordination in the political, 
economic, commercial, investment 
fields and other sectors.

Qatar and Malta have strong and 
long-term friendly relations. Qatar’s 
decision to open an embassy in the Re-
public of Malta on november 20, 2013 
contributed to strengthening the exist-
ing relations between the two coun-
tries in various fields. there are many 
indicators and positive developments 
that promise further expansion of co-
operation between the two countries in 
order to achieve common interests and 
aspirations.

the mutual visits between the two 
friendly countries contributed to the 
continuous development of bilateral 
relations. the most prominent of these 
visits are the visit of hh the Father 
Amir Sheikh hamad bin Khalifa Al 
thani to the Republic of Malta in 2012, 
the visit of former President George 
Abela in August 2009, and the visit 
of former Prime Minister of Malta Dr 
Lawrence Gonzi to Doha in April 2010.

Qatari-Maltese relations are based 
on the principles of mutual respect and 
common interests. these relations are 
witnessing great development in vari-
ous fields and are constantly growing 
thanks to the desire and common po-
litical will, in addition to the keenness 
of both sides to develop them for the 
benefit of the two countries and their 

peoples. 
this comes at a time when the two 

sides are seeking to explore investment 
opportunities, especially after the COV-
iD-19 pandemic receded. 

Qatar and Malta share visions re-
garding many current files and issues, 
and believe in the necessity of solving 
all disputes and problems between 
states or within a single state by peace-
ful means and through dialogue and 
impartial mediation.

Qatari-Maltese relations regulate 
a set of agreements and memoranda 
of understanding in the political, eco-
nomic, educational, cultural, invest-
ment and air transport fields, in addi-
tion to cooperation and news exchange, 
youth and sports, mutual protection of 
investment, income taxes and exemp-
tion from visa requirements for holders 
of diplomatic and special passports and 
combating illicit trafficking in narcot-
ics, psychotropic substances and or-
ganised crime. Furthermore, there is 
an agreement to establish a business-
men council between the Qatar Cham-
ber of Commerce and industry and the 
Malta Chamber of Commerce.

Maltese political and commercial 
delegations visit Doha continuously to 

discuss the development of relations 
between Doha and Valletta in various 
fields. in this context, in March 2017, 
a commercial delegation from the Mal-
tese foreign trade organization visited 
Doha and a number of Maltese compa-
nies working in the fields of banking, 
education, information technology, 
contracting and real estate. 

Qatar Chamber also hosted the 
Maltese delegation, which gave a pres-
entation on the most prominent in-
vestment opportunities available in the 
prominent sectors in Malta, including 
food and beverages, software, educa-
tion and training. 

it also introduced the Maltese for-
eign trade organization, which was es-
tablished in joint cooperation between 
the Government of Malta and the 
Malta Chamber of Commerce to help 
Maltese companies develop their in-
dustries and products and ensure their 
access to global markets.

First Vice-Chairperson of Qatar 
Chamber Mohamed bin Ahmed twar 
Al Kuwari said that the time is right 
to increase cooperation between the 
private sectors of the two countries, 
especially since the two sides enjoy 
stimulating investment opportunities, 

expressing his hope that the Maltese 
market will witness Qatari invest-
ments.

the Qatari Businessmen Associa-
tion (QBA) also organized a sympo-
sium called ‘Qatar-Malta Business’, 
in cooperation with the Chamber of 
Commerce of the Republic of Malta, to 
discuss prospects for joint cooperation 
and mechanisms for enhancing com-
munication between businesspersons 
from the two countries to enter into 
partnerships that promote economic 
diversification mechanisms for Qatar 
and Malta.

in his speech at the opening of 
the symposium, Chairperson of QBA 
Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al thani said 
that this meeting comes in the context 
of transferring relations between Qatar 
and Malta to higher levels of coopera-
tion, so that channels of communica-
tion are opened with businesspersons 
in Malta to identify investment oppor-
tunities on the ground to serve the in-
terests of both countries.

During the symposium, Malta 
Enterprise Chief Operations Officer 
Marika tonna gave an overview of the 
Enterprise’s role as Malta’s economic 
development agency tasked with at-
tracting new foreign direct investment 
as well as facilitating the growth of ex-
isting operations.

She explained that the Enterprise 
acts as an advisor to the government, 
especially with regard to economic pol-
icy, due to its strong relations with eco-
nomic authorities in Malta and abroad. 
Malta Enterprise is also a national 
point of contact with the European 
network of companies, as foreign com-
panies operating in Malta can form 
networks with companies in more than 
60 other countries, she added.

Malta is located in the middle 
of the Mediterranean Sea between 
the continents of Europe and Africa, 
consisting of three inhabited islands, 
namely Malta, Gozo and Comino, and 
it represents an important maritime 
trade line, with a population of about 
half a million people.

Malta is also rich in monuments 
and historical sites. it witnessed 200 
civilizations throughout the ages, and 
it was said that walking in its cities and 
towns is like a journey through time, 
from prehistoric era to the present era.
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Maltese President George Vella’s visit to Qatar will take relations  

between Doha and Valletta to new heights
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Overhyped Alzheimer’s Treatments Betrayed Patients’ Hopes
JAsoN KArlAwish

A
MERiCA’S science policies are 
changing. America’s scientists need 
to change with them. the recent con-
troversies over the Food and Drug 
Administration’s accelerated ap-

proval of an Alzheimer’s treatment are a 
lesson in the costs of failing to do so.

A year ago, the FDA fast-tracked Bio-
gen’s aducanumab — the first new Alz-
heimer’s drug in almost 20 years — even 
after an expert panel nearly unanimously 
recommended against giving it the green 
light. the decision has been so contested 
that lawmakers are now trying to change 
the FDA’s accelerated approval process.

Besides fueling controversy, the ap-
proval is a rare reveal into the hidden 
workings of America’s scientists — and how 
those workings can be flawed.

the purpose of accelerated approval is 
to allow people with serious, life-threaten-
ing diseases lacking effective treatments to 
take experimental treatments the agency 
hasn’t yet approved as “safe and effective.” 
the FDA backed aducanumab based on the 
drug’s ability to reduce beta-amyloid, one 
of Alzheimer’s defining pathologies. there 
isn’t yet data that show whether Biogen’s 
drug helps patients by slowing their pro-
gressive disabling cognitive impairments.

Accelerated approval and policies such 

as “right to try” and expanded access al-
low patients to take unproven treatments. 
these policies share a common rationale: 
Scientists need to listen to patients — and 
what they’re often hearing is desperation. 
in explaining aducanumab’s approval, 
FDA scientists said that patients and their 
families made it clear they’re willing to ac-
cept the drug’s uncertainties and risks to 
access its potential benefits.

there’s nothing wrong with policies 
that respond to patients’ desires. the prob-
lem is that policymakers and the public 
too often ignore how scientists can also be 
driven by personal interests, including des-
peration.

Following the aducanumab deci-
sion, the press uncovered sharp debates 
within the FDA during the drug evalua-
tion process. Some staff scientists were 
so committed to approval they had close 
contact with Biogen employees who were 
reportedly desperate for the drug to get ap-
proved. Some agency officials collaborated 
with Biogen early on to chart a road map 
to approval, flouting the usual process of 
expecting the company to make its case 
independently. the Department of health 
and human Services’ Office of inspector 
General is now investigating these relation-
ships. three FDA advisers resigned over 
the approval.

Aducanumab wasn’t the only potential 

Alzheimer’s treatment overhyped this past 
year. Cassava Sciences’ drug simufilam, 
promoted as the first to significantly im-
prove cognition of Alzheimer’s patients, 
was rewarded more than $20 million in 
national institutes of health grants which 
it leveraged into massive investments to 
support the drug’s development. But in 
August 2021, a whistleblower claimed 
there was data manipulation and flawed 
methods. the company now faces investi-
gations by the nih and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

these cases have historical precedent. 
the 1986 study premiering what would be-
come the first FDA-approved Alzheimer’s 
treatment, tacrine, was celebrated in an 
editorial in the new England Journal of 

Medicine as “a triumph for the scientific 
method.” then in 1991, an FDA investiga-
tion concluded that flaws in the study’s de-
sign and conduct were so significant that it 
wasn’t so much a clinical trial but a series of 
anecdotes. in a candid essay, the Journal’s 
editor revealed the study’s peer reviewers 
shared many of the FDA’s concerns but 
still recommended publishing because, 
although imperfect and preliminary, the 
study would encourage further research.

Yet again, scientists’ desires to inspire 
and hasten the field overrode their process-
es and inflated hope. Scientists’ professional 
judgments can also be shaped by money as 
a key measurement of the importance of 
research and a scientist’s reputation. in the 
biopharma world, potential revenue is often 
used to denote how “innovative” a discov-
ery is: the more money a product is likely 
to generate, the more it’s seen as innovative.

But facts don’t support the conflation of 
profit with true innovation, meaning prod-
ucts that serve an unmet medical need or 
advance patient care. A 2017 Government 
Accountability Office report found that 
from 2006 to 2015, two-thirds of biop-
harma companies increased their annual 
profits. Yet in that time the proportion of 
new products deemed innovative remained 
a flat 13%. Per the “revenue equals innova-
tion” mindset, aducanumab first appeared 
quite innovative: Biogen initially priced the 

drug at $56,000 per patient per year. then 
intense scrutiny of its clinical value caused 
the company to slash the price in half.

Guidelines exist to prevent scientists’ 
personal motivations from clouding their 
work, including disclosures around con-
flicts of interest and rules to dictate appro-
priate relationships with companies. But 
they’re not enough. Scientific norms and 
values need to change too.

Scientists inevitably face career and 
other pressures to pursue large grants and 
boost their results’ value in the marketplace. 
But that should not come at the cost of sci-
entific standards. in communications with 
the public, researchers ought to explain the 
evidence showing how their science will 
improve health and well-being. instead of 
simply declaring a new drug such as adu-
canumab to be “innovative,” they should be 
forthright about what makes it innovative 
and any limitations in their research.

Scientists’ failure to reckon with their 
uncertainties and personal motivations 
has real consequences for patients. Medi-
care announced in April that it won’t cover 
aducanumab for patients except in clinical 
trials; Biogen will “substantially eliminate” 
commercial production of the drug. in-
stead of fulfilling patients’ hope, the accel-
erated approval of aducanumab betrayed 
it — and further undermined the credibility 
of public processes around science. 

USinG a garbled reading 
of history as a crutch, the 
US Supreme Court’s sup-

posed textualist conservatives 
have just managed to codify a 
cartoon cutout version of the 
Second Amendment, oblit-
erating new York State’s con-
cealed carry firearm permit-
ting system. We will mince no 
words: this will cost the lives 
of civilians and police offic-
ers, as almost anyone in new 
York City will now be free to 
carry a gun. At a time when 
the proliferation of weapons 
is already killing record num-
bers of Americans, the nearly 
absolutist right of self-defense 
the majority canonizes will 
become a right to societal sui-
cide.

it’s just 27 simple words 
written in 1789: “A well-regu-
lated Militia, being necessary 
to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep 
and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.” Justice Clarence 
thomas, writing for the six-
member majority, brazenly 
ignores that first clause and 
renders the second in the most 
expansive terms imaginable.

With all the incisiveness of 
a junior high school student, 
he states: “We know of no oth-
er constitutional right that an 
individual may exercise only 
after demonstrating to gov-
ernment officers some special 
need.” 

By this principle, there’s 
just about no weapon that can 
be restricted in hardly any 
place, so long as a man with 
his finger on the trigger can 
credibly assert the need to pro-
tect himself. indeed, with ever 
more Americans carrying ever 
more guns, the psychological 
need to carry ever more pow-
erful weapons only escalates.

Most appallingly, though 
the challenge was to a new 
York law, the majority doesn’t 
give two shakes about the im-
plications of its absolutism for 
the nation’s most populous 
city, which happens to be bat-
tling an upsurge in shootings 
due in large part to the easy 
availability of weapons. the 
word “subway” doesn’t appear 
once in thomas’ 63 pages.

it is left for an exasperated 
Justice Stephen Breyer, in a 
dissent, to ask: “What about 
subways, nightclubs, movie 

theaters, and sports stadiums? 
the Court does not say.” nor, 
he points out, does the major-
ity stoop to grapple with the 
nature or severity of gun vio-
lence in America — gun vio-
lence that, no coincidence, is 
far, far less severe in states like 
new York, which have more 
restrictive permitting systems. 
new York’s gun death rate is 
5.3 per 100,000 people. Mis-
sissippi’s, Louisiana’s and Wy-
oming’s are all north of 25 per 
100,000.

Conservatives typically re-
vere states’ rights. here, they 
obliterate them. Conserva-
tives typically decry those who 
speak of a “living Constitu-
tion.” here, they choose one 
that licenses dying.

At least the majority af-
firms the theoretical right for 
localities to forbid public car-
riage in “sensitive places” — 
until the next legal challenge, 
anyway. new York must im-
mediately so designate sub-
ways, buses, places of worship, 
times Square, Union Square, 
Central Park, and all other 
places where large numbers of 
people gather.

But it’ll be one thing to 
put up “no guns” signs around 
sensitive places and quite an-
other for the Police Depart-
ment to actually enforce such 
restrictions when even ensur-
ing compliance with a mask 
mandate has been burden-
some, and the difference be-
tween legal and illegal carry 
has suddenly grown blurry. 
God help us.

Gov. Kathy hochul must 
immediately recall the Legis-
lature to salvage what remains 
of new York’s gun safety re-
gime. And Mayor Eric Adams 
must huddle with his nYPD 
commissioner to develop a 
battle plan. the Supreme 
Court would render our city a 
free-fire zone. We must fight 
back.

US Supreme Court 
Radically Expands Gun 
Rights, A Decision That 

Will Cost Lives
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The leaders of the G7 group 
of wealthy nations came to-
gether in Bavaria’s luxury re-
sort of Schloss elmau on Sun-
day for the first of a three-day 
summit they hope will signal 
international unity in the face 
of Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Speaking after the first 
round of talks with the lead-
ers of Britain, Canada, France, 
Italy, Japan and the United 
States, German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz pointed to “slow-
ing economic growth, rising 
inflation, shortages of raw 
materials and disruption of 
supply chains.” 

“These are all not small 
challenges that we are facing 
... but I am very, very, very 
confident that we will succeed 
in sending a very clear signal 
of unity and decisive action 
from this summit,” Scholz 
said.

Scholz, who is hosting the 
summit as part of Germa-
ny’s G7 presidency, met with 
US President Joe Biden for a 
bilateral meeting before the 
start of group talks - which 
also included european Coun-
cil President Charles Michel 
and european Commission 
President Ursula von der Ley-
en.

“I think we can get through 
all this and come out strong-
er,” Biden said of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, a crisis 
seen as the most profound 
test of europe’s security and 
stability in decades.

“Something that [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin has 
been counting on from the be-
ginning is that NATO and G7 
would splinter, but we are not 
going to - so thank you,” Biden 
told Scholz.

Proposals to jointly in-
crease pressure on Russia, 
collect military and humani-
tarian support for Ukraine, 
and the impact of the conflict 
in driving energy and food 
prices sharply higher will be 
focal points at the summit.

eU Council President 
Michel blasted what he called 
Russia’s “hunger games,” say-
ing the Kremlin was “solely 
responsible for the global food 
crisis causing suffering in the 
poorest countries and low-in-
come households.” Russia was 

“blockading ports, attacking 
agricultural infrastructure, 
turning fields of wheat into 
fields of war,” Michel said.

The war in Ukraine, now 
in its fifth month, is prevent-
ing grain from leaving the 
country’s ports and making 
food more expensive across 
the globe, with experts and aid 
groups warning of a potential 
for famine in parts of Africa.

Moscow, however, blames 
Western sanctions for the 
food crisis.

German government 
sources told dpa that G7 lead-
ers would discuss a price cap 
on oil to prevent Moscow from 
benefitting from price increas-
es and protect oil-purchasing 
countries from the volatility 
likely to arise from an embar-
go on Russian oil going live at 

the end of the year.
Such a move would re-

quire Western countries to 
provide insurance for cargo 
ships transporting oil only to 
countries that agree to comply 

with the price cap. It would 
also be conceivable to prohibit 
shipping companies from 
transporting oil that exceeds 
the price cap or restrict their 
access to financial services, 
the sources said.

Biden said Sunday that G7 
powers would ban the import 
of Russian gold in another bid 
to economically isolate Mos-
cow for its invasion and de-
grade its ability to sustain its 
military operations.

The ban will impose “un-
precedented costs on Putin 
to deny him the revenue he 
needs to fund his war against 
Ukraine,” Biden wrote on 
Twitter.

The US leader described it 
as a “major export that rakes 
in tens of billions of dollars 
for Russia.” “The measures 

we have announced today will 
directly hit Russian oligarchs 
and strike at the heart of Pu-
tin’s war machine,” British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
meanwhile said in a state-
ment.

Non-G7 democracies Ar-
gentina, India, Indonesia, 
Senegal and South Africa have 
been invited to participate in 
select sessions at Schloss el-
mau, while Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky will 
address delegates via video 
link.

All G7 leaders except Jap-
anese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida will travel to Madrid 
after the G7 summit to attend 
a meeting of NATO leaders 
that will be instrumental in 
firming up defence policies in 
the wake of the invasion.

G7 kicks off with oil price cap 
and Russian gold ban on agenda

(From left) European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and US President Joe Biden at 
Schloss Elmau castle near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, on Sunday. (aFP)

Kremlin responsible for the global food crisis causing suffering in the poorest countries, says EU’s Michel 

Macron, Johnson 
didn’t address 
Channel crossings 
during G7 talks

dpa
london

The issue of people risking 
their lives to cross the eng-
lish Channel from France 
was not raised during talks 
between Boris Johnson and 
emmanuel Macron.

The two leaders met at 
the G7 summit in Germany 
but did not address the situ-
ation which has seen more 
than 12,000 people make 
the crossing so far this year.

Meanwhile, despite 
the elysee Palace insisting 
Johnson expressed inter-
est in Macron’s vision for 
a wider european political 
community incorporat-
ing non-eU states such as 
the UK, Downing Street 
stressed there was no pros-
pect of a return to free 
movement across the UK’s 
borders.

The talks at Schloss el-
mau in the Bavarian Alps 
focused largely on issues re-
lated to the G7 summit, No 
10 said.

Asked why the boat 
crossings were not raised, 
the Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman said: “There are 
very significant issues of 
geopolitical concern to dis-
cuss, not least the crisis in 
Ukraine.

“They have talked about 
those issues previously and 
I’m sure they will again.

“But, obviously, on the 
eve of the G7, that’s pret-
ty much, I’m sure, at the 
forefront of both of their 
minds.” The elysee said 
Johnson showed interest in 
the French President’s vi-
sion for a wider european 
community, something that 

was not mentioned in No 
10’s account of the meeting.

The Prime Minister’s 
official spokesman said: 
“We’re happy to discuss 
this with the president and 
eU colleagues, should they 
provide further details on 
on this.” 

Macron’s idea would 
open the door to closer ties 
with the eU for countries 
outside the bloc includ-
ing Ukraine, the UK and 
the nations of the western 
Balkans, covering areas in-
cluding “the movement of 
people.” however, No 10 
pushed back against any 
suggestion the UK would 
return to pre-Brexit free 
movement of people.

“As far as I’m aware of, 
the Prime Minister hasn’t 
had any formal details put 
to him on that.

“It would be fair to say 
that there’s no plans to 
change our position with 
regard to freedom of move-
ment, control of our bor-
ders, that’s not going to 
change.” Asked why the 
discussions were not men-
tioned in Downing Street’s 
account of the meeting, the 
spokesman said: “It’s not 
unusual that readouts can 
differ slightly.” The spokes-
man also said he was “not 
aware of” any discussions 
at the meeting in relation 
to the trouble faced by Liv-
erpool fans at the european 
Champions League final in 
Paris.

Johnson’s spokesman 
said the meeting between 
the two leaders was a “cor-
dial” one “between two peo-
ple who know each other 
very well.”

Russia focus 
Proposals to jointly increase 
pressure on russia, collect 
military and humanitarian 
support for ukraine, and the 
impact of the conflict in driving 
energy and food prices sharply 
higher will be focal points at 
the summit

dpa
BErlin 

The leaders of the G7 group 
of wealthy nations meeting for 
a summit in Germany have 
launched a billion-dollar global 
infrastructure and investment 
initiative in a bid to push back 
against China’s growing influ-
ence in lower-income coun-
tries.

Dubbed “Partnership for 
Global Infrastructure” (PGII), 
the deal intends to “close the in-
frastructure gap in developing 

countries, strengthen the global 
economy” and support the eco-
nomic and national security 
interests of the G7 countries, 
according to the White house.

“Developing countries of-
ten lack the essential infra-
structure that help navigate 
global shocks like a pandem-
ic,” US President Joe Biden 
said during a press conference 
on the first day of a three-day 
G7 summit at Bavaria’s Schloss 
elmau resort.

“So they feel the impacts 
more acutely and they have a 

harder time recovering in our 
deeply connected world - that’s 
not just humanitarian concern, 
it’s an economic and a security 
concern for all of us,” he added.

The US leader said his 
country would put $200 billion 
into the initiative, while the G7 
nations were aiming to mobi-
lize $600 billion collectively 
over the next five years.

The deal will focus on in-
vestments in “climate resil-
ient infrastructure,” tackling 
the climate crisis, improving 
global energy security and digi-

tal technology, and bolstering 
gender equality and health care 
infrastructure.

“I want to be clear - this isn’t 
aid or charity,” Biden said. “It’s 
an investment that will deliver 

returns for everyone, including 
the American people and the 
people of all our nations. It will 
boost all of our economies.” 

Also speaking during the 
press conference, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz tied the 
infrastructure initiative to eu-
rope’s ongoing effort to wean it-
self off Russian energy imports.

“Our work on promoting 
infrastructure globally is also 
affected by the current geopo-
litical situation,” he said. 

“We have therefore dis-
cussed how our investment 

globally in climate neutral and 
low carbon energy, including 
gas, can help us as a temporary 
response to Russia’s use of en-
ergy as a weapon.” 

The initiative was first pro-
posed by Biden at a G7 sum-
mit in Britain in 2021 as an 
alternative to China’s Belt and 
Road infrastructure investment 
project, a trillion-dollar plan 
to build infrastructure across 
Africa, Asia and europe that is 
considered a security issue by 
many Western leaders.

China has taken an increas-

ingly authoritarian swerve un-
der President Xi Jinping, while 
Beijing’s support for Russia 
since its invasion of Ukraine 
has reinforced concerns about 
its increasingly fractured rela-
tionship with the West.

White house official John 
Kirby said on Saturday that 
policy towards China would top 
Washington’s agenda for the 
summit. US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken recently high-
lighted China as the most seri-
ous long-term challenge to the 
international order.

G7 launches infrastructure initiative to counter Chinese influence

Protest against G7 summit in southern Germany ends peacefully
dpa

munich 

A demonstration in the south-
ern German town of Garmisch-
Partenkirchen against the G7 
summit that is being held at 
the nearby Schloss elmau re-
sort has ended peacefully, po-
lice said on Sunday.

Two people were arrested. 
One was a minor and the other 
was a woman who then had a 
fainting spell, they said.

A police spokesperson 
called the event “absolutely 
peaceful.” Around 2,000 peo-
ple came to the rally, the or-
ganizers said, though police 
put the number at 800.

The event was accompa-

nied by a massive police con-
tingent. In total, some 18,000 
police officers have been de-
ployed in the region to monitor 
the summit.

Sunday’s demonstration 
focused on climate change and 
fears that the Ukraine war will 
escalate.

“We will not let them de-
stroy our planet and our fu-
ture,” a rally spokesperson said 
in comments directed at the 
leaders of the G7 group, which 
includes Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan 
and the United States.

Many demonstrators also 
called for the delivery of heavy 
weapons to Ukraine, as Kiev 
continues to battle Russian ag-

gression with the war now in 
its fifth month.

Other protesters criticized 
the size of the police presence, 
while some questioned the le-
gitimacy of the summit.

The event came a day after 
police detained 11 people dur-
ing and after a G7-related pro-
test in Munich. Most of them 
were released on Sunday.

The arrests took place dur-
ing clashes between demon-

strators and police during a 
rally on Saturday in the Bavar-
ian capital.

Police were investigating 
several people in relation to 
the use of force against uni-
formed officers.

Police put the number of 
protesters at 4,000, while the 
organizers said 6,000 had 
turned up. Munich police de-
ployed 3,000 officers after or-
ganizers said they expected at 
least 20,000 to turn out.

The organizers of a sepa-
rate protest close to where 
the G7 leaders were meeting 
at Schloss elmau complained 
about the venue allocated to 
them, well away from the lux-
ury resort.

“It’s not in shouting or vis-
ible distance,” Franz haslbeck 
of the “Stop G7 elmau” alli-
ance said in Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen on Sunday.

The town lies some 80 kilo-
metres south of Munich.

he noted that the protest 
site allocated was 500 metres 
away as the crow flies from the 
venue and insisted it did not 
comply with a previous court 
ruling.

Following drawn-out ne-
gotiations with the authorities 
protecting the summit, a group 
of at most 50 protesters regis-
tered by name with the police 
are to be driven in police vehi-
cles to the security zone around 
Schloss elmau on Monday.

Protesters carry their banners through a street during a demonstra-
tion against the G7 Summit in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, southern 
Germany. on Sunday. (aFP)
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left) and German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz at Schloss Elmau castle, during the G7 leaders 
summit near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, on Sunday. (aFP)

Sunday’s demonstration 
focused on climate 
change and fears that the 
Ukraine war will escalate

Biden said his country 
would put $200 billion 
into the initiative, while 
the G7 nations were aim-
ing to mobilize $600 bil-
lion collectively over the 
next five years
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TRAGIC INCIDENT

AGENCIES 

SRI Lanka has raised its fuel 
prices, causing further pain 
for people as officials from the 
United States arrived for talks 
in an effort to support the is-
land nation amid its worst 
economic crisis since its inde-
pendence in 1948.

Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration (CPC) said on Sun-
day it had raised the price of 
diesel, used widely in public 
transport, by 15 percent to 460 
rupees ($1.27) a litre while up-
ping petrol 22 percent to 550 
rupees ($1.52) a litre (about 

four litres to a gallon).
The announcement came a 

day after Energy Minister Kan-
chana Wijesekera said there 
would be an indefinite delay in 
getting new shipments of oil.

Wijesekera said oil due 
last week had not turned up 
while shipments scheduled to 
arrive next week would also 
not reach Sri Lanka because of 
“banking” reasons.

Wijesekera apologised to 
motorists and urged them not 
to join long queues outside 
pumping stations. Many have 
left their vehicles in queues 
hoping to top up when sup-

plies are restored.
Official sources said the 

island’s remaining fuel supply 
was sufficient for about two 
days, but that authorities were 
saving it for essential services.

A delegation from the US 
Departments of Treasury and 
State arrived for talks to “ex-
plore the most effective ways 
for the US to support Sri Lan-
kans in need”, the US embassy 
in Colombo said.

“As Sri Lankans endure 
some of the greatest economic 
challenges in their history, our 
efforts to support economic 
growth and strengthen demo-

cratic institutions have never 
been more critical,” US am-
bassador Julie Chung said in a 
statement.

The embassy said it had 
committed $158.75m in new 
financing in the past two 
weeks to help Sri Lankans.

‘Complete collapse of the 
economy’ The UN has already 
issued an emergency appeal to 
raise $47m to feed the most 
vulnerable segments of the is-
land’s 22 million people.

About 1.7 million Sri Lan-
kans need “life-saving assis-
tance”, according to the UN, 
with four out of five people re-

ducing their food intake due to 
severe shortages and galloping 
prices.

Last week, the government 
closed non-essential state in-
stitutions and schools for two 
weeks to reduce commuting 
because of the energy crisis.

Several hospitals across 
the country reported a sharp 
drop in the attendance of 
medical staff due to the fuel 
shortage.

Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe warned par-
liament on Wednesday that 
more hardships were on the 
way. 

Sri Lanka hikes fuel prices as it faces economic collapse

AGENCIES 

AT least young 22 people were 
found dead at a nightclub un-
der mysterious circumstances 
in a township in South Africa’s 
southern city of East London.

Brigadier Tembinkosi Ki-
nana said on Sunday police 
were alerted by members of 
the public to the incident at 
Scenery Park.

“The circumstances un-
der which they died are under 
investigation,” Kinana said, 
adding it was too early to de-
termine the cause of death of 
the young adults aged between 
18 and 20 years.

The bodies will be trans-
ported to state mortuaries 
where relatives are expected to 
help identify the victims, said 
Siyanda Manana, a spokesper-
son for the Eastern Cape pro-
vincial health department.

“We are going to imme-
diately be embarking on au-
topsies so we can know the 
probable cause of death,” he 
said. “We are talking 22 bodies 
right now.” 

Local television showed 
police officers trying to calm a 
crowd of people gathered out-
side the club in the city, which 
lies on the Indian Ocean coast, 
nearly 1,000km (620 miles) 
south of the commercial capi-
tal, Johannesburg.

Unathi Binqose, an East-
ern Cape community and 
safety department official, 
speaking from the scene, ruled 
out a stampede as the cause of 
death.

“It’s difficult to believe it’s 
a stampede as there are no 
visible open wounds to those 
dead,” Binqose said. “Parents 
whose children did not sleep 
home are gathered here and 

they want to enter the tavern to 
look for their loved ones.” He 
said he understood the patrons 
were students “celebrating 
pens down, a party held after 
writing [high school] exams”.

A regional local newspa-
per, DispatchLive, reported 
that “bodies are lying strewn 
across tables, chairs and on 
the floor; with no obvious 
signs of injury”.

Expressing his condo-
lences to affected families, 

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said he was worried about the 
circumstances under which 
young people, potentially un-

der the age of 18 years, were 
allowed to gather at the tav-
ern. Ramaphosa said in a 
statement the law must take 
its course once investigations 
conclude.

“The call is on the parents 
to see that their kids are kept 
well, the call is on the commu-
nity to say we can’t allow our 
kids to die,” Bheki Cele, the 
national police minister, told 
a large crowd near the scene 
during an impromptu visit 

broadcast live on television.
A 17-year-old girl, who 

only gave her name as “Lolly” 
and lived close to the tavern, 
said the venue was a popular 
hangout with teenagers, but 
the community wanted it shut 
down after the tragedy.

“Everyone wants it closed 
down because they sell alcohol 
to underage children. Every-
one is angry, everyone is sad 
because of what happened,” 
she said.

20 dead in South African 
club; cause not yet known

Members of the community and family wait for news outside a township pub in South Africa’s southern city of East London on Sunday. (AFP)

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said he was worried about 
the circumstances under 
which young people, 
potentially under the age 
of 18 years, were allowed 
to gather at the tavern

AGENCIES 

A United Nations expert 
has joined global human 
rights groups in express-
ing concern over the arrest 
of Indian rights defender 
Teesta Setalvad a day af-
ter the country’s Supreme 
Court upheld the findings 
of a special investigation 
team (SIT) that cleared 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of complicity in 2002 
anti-Muslim riots.

Setalvad was picked by 
the anti-terrorism wing of 
the Gujarat police on Sat-
urday afternoon from her 
home in Mumbai hours 
after India’s interior minis-
ter, Amit Shah, a close aide 
of Modi, accused her of giv-
ing baseless information to 
the police about the deadly 
anti-Muslim violence dur-
ing Modi’s chief minister-
ship of the state.

“Deeply concerned by 
reports of #WHRD [Hu-
man Rights Defender] 
Teesta Setalvad being de-
tained by Anti Terrorism 
Sqaud [sic] of Gujarat po-
lice,” said Mary Lawlor, 
UN special rapporteur on 
human rights defenders, in 
a tweet describing Setalvad 
as “a strong voice against 
hatred and discrimination”.

Lawlor reiterated that 
defending human rights 
was not a crime as she 
urged the Indian authori-
ties to release Setalvad and 
put “an end to [her] perse-
cution by Indian state”.

On Sunday, Setalvad, 
who long campaigned to 
get justice for victims of 
the 2002 religious violence, 
was produced before a lo-
cal court in Ahmedabad, 
the largest city of Gujarat. 
The police have accused 
her of “committing forgery 
and fabricating evidence”, 
among other charges.

Setalvad said, accord-
ing to a complaint shared 
by her aide with Al Jazeera, 
that her detention was ille-
gal and that the police as-
saulted her during the raid.

The riots triggered by 
a train burning incident 
killed, according to some 
estimates, 2,000 people, a 
majority of them Muslim. 
Official figures stand at 
about 1,000.

In one episode, a Hindu 
mob stormed the Gulbarg 
Society complex – a cluster 
of buildings housing Mus-
lim families – and burned 
and hacked to death 69 
people hiding there, in-
cluding a former member 
of parliament, Ehsan Jafri. 
He had allegedly made calls 
to the then Chief Minister 
Modi for help but was re-
buked, according to media 
reports.

After local courts in Gu-
jarat exonerated Modi of all 
wrongdoings, Jafri’s wife 
Zakia Jafri, 82, with assis-
tance from Setalvad, moved 
the Supreme Court in 2013. 
On Friday, the court reject-

ed the petition.
Jafri’s son, Tanvir Jafri, 

who is in Saudi Arabia on 
the Hajj pilgrimage, told Al 
Jazeera that the family is 
“extremely disappointed” 
by the judgement.

On Saturday, the Gu-
jarat police opened inves-
tigations against Setalvad 
and two former top police 
officers – former Director 
General of Police RB Sree-
kumar and another former 

Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officer Sanjiv Bhatt – al-
leging that they resorted to 
conspiracy and forgery to 
implicate innocent people.

Sreekumar was picked 
up from his home in the 
state capital, Gandhinagar, 
while Bhatt is already in jail 
undergoing life imprison-
ment in a separate case.

The police have cited 
observations from the 
judgement to justify the 
new case against the trio 
as the court said “all those 
involved in such abuse of 
process, need to be in the 
dock and proceeded with in 
accordance with the law”.

‘Chilling effect’ How-
ever, Prashant Bhushan, 
a senior lawyer based in 
New Delhi, criticised the 
top court’s remarks as “to-
tally unwarranted and arbi-
trary”.

“These people [Jafri 
and Setalvad] had gone to 
the court on the basis of 
voluminous evidence of dif-
ferent kinds on the basis 
of reports by independent 
commissions, court orders, 
testimonies of the accused 
in the violence, works of 
journalists.

“All these things were 
more than enough for Zakia 
Jafri to pursue the petition 
and Setalvad to have helped 
her in the petition through 
the courts,” Bhushan told Al 
Jazeera.

He said the judgement 
could prove a deterrent for 
people to file petitions for 
victims of violence.

“It is important for peo-
ple to call out the Supreme 
Court on this,” Bhushan 
said.

Kavita Krishnan, a 
prominent civil liberties ac-
tivist, termed these arrests 
a “revenge action” by the 
Modi government, accusing 
the court of paving the way 
for the case against Setal-
vad and two other officers.

India: Teesta 
Setalvad who 
fought for 2002 
Gujarat riot  
victims arrested

Teesta Setalvad

Iraqi PM Mustafa al-Kadhimi visits Iran
AGENCIES 

IRAQI Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi arrived in Tehran 
on Sunday at the head of a 
high-level delegation to hold 
talks with Iranian officials fol-
lowing a visit to Saudi Arabia.

Iranian state media 
showed al-Kadhimi, who was 
also accompanied by his For-
eign Minister Fuad Hussein 
and others, receiving a formal 
welcome by President Ebra-
him Raisi at the Saadabad Pal-
ace in the capital.

The visit comes after the 
Iraqi leader was personally 
received by Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman during a short trip to 
Jeddah on Saturday night.

Al-Kadhimi’s office said he 
and the crown prince discussed 
“efforts to push towards calm 
and constructive dialogue” and 
issues “that would contribute 
to supporting and strengthen-
ing regional security and sta-
bility” in addition to bilateral 
relations.

The Iraqi prime minister’s 
visit is happening in line with 
his previous efforts to facilitate 
conversation between region-
al foes Tehran and Riyadh, 
which support opposing sides 

in Yemen’s war of over seven 
years.

During a press conference 
following their talks, Raisi and 
al-Kadhimi did not specifically 
mention Saudi Arabia, but 
talked about improving rela-
tions across the region.

“Normalising relations 
with the Zionist regime and 

the presence of foreigners will 
not be good for the region and 
will not resolve any problems,” 
Raisi said in reference to Israel, 
standing next to al-Kadhimi.

Both officials said they 
agreed on the fact that contin-
uing the war in Yemen is not 
the way forward, and only dia-
logue can resolve the fighting, 

which has caused a humanitar-
ian crisis.

In this vein, they renewed 
their backing for the UN-nego-
tiated truce in Yemen.

Both leaders also hailed 
their two countries’ bilateral 
relations and said some of the 
talks between their delegations 
were dedicated to improving 

them. Discussions were fo-
cused on removing barriers 
on financial transactions, fa-
cilitating religious pilgrimages, 
and work on a railroad that 
connects Shalamcheh in Iran 
and Basra in Iraq, they said.

Direct negotiations be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
hosted by Baghdad, com-
menced in April 2021.

They have so far held five 
rounds of talks but have yet to 
come to terms on how to re-es-
tablish formal diplomatic ties 
that were cut off in 2016. At the 
time, protesters stormed Saudi 
diplomatic missions in Iran 
after Saudia Arabia, which is 
predominantly Sunni, execut-
ed a renowned Shia religious 
leader.

Following the fifth round 
of talks, held in April, an outlet 
close to Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, which 
has taken point in the nego-
tiations, said there is a chance 
the two countries could soon 
organise a meeting of their for-
eign ministers.

So far, the only actionable 
outcome of the talks appears 
to have been the reopening of 
Iran’s representative office at 
the Jeddah-based Organisa-
tion of Islamic Cooperation.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi (left) with Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi in Tehran on Sunday. (AFP)

People block a road as they protest against scarcity of fuel near a fuel 
station in Colombo recently. (AFP)
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THE world’s central bank um-
brella body, the Bank for In-
ternational Settlements (BIS), 
has called for interest rates to 
be raised “quickly and deci-
sively” to prevent the surge in 
inflation turning into some-
thing even more problematic.

The Swiss-based BIS has 
held its annual meeting in re-
cent days, where top central 
bankers met to discuss their 
current difficulties and one of 
the most turbulent starts to a 
year ever for global financial 
markets.

Surging energy and food 
prices mean inflation in many 
places is now its hottest in 
decades. But the usual rem-
edy of ramping up interest 
rates is raising the spectre 
of recession, and even of the 
dreaded 1970s-style “stagfla-
tion”, where rising prices are 
coupled with low or negative 
economic growth.

“The key for central banks 
is to act quickly and decisively 
before inflation becomes en-
trenched,” Agustín Carstens, 
BIS general manager, said as 
part of the body’s post-meet-
ing annual report published 
on Sunday.

Carstens, former head of 
Mexico’s central bank, said 
the emphasis was to act in 
“quarters to come”. The BIS 
thinks an economic soft land-
ing - where rates rise without 
triggering recessions - is still 
possible, but accepts it is a dif-

ficult situation.
“A lot of it will depend on 

precisely on how permanent 
these (inflationary) shocks 
are,” Carstens said, adding 
that the response of financial 
markets would also be crucial.

“If this tightening gener-
ates massive losses, generates 
massive asset corrections, and 
that contaminates consump-
tion, investment and employ-

ment - of course, that is a 
more difficult scenario.”

World markets are already 
suffering one of the biggest 
sell-offs in recent memory as 
heavyweight central banks 
like the U.S. Federal Reserve - 
and from next month the ECB 
- move away from record low 
rates and almost 15 years of 
back-to-back stimulus meas-
ures.

Global stocks are down 
20% since January and some 
analysts calculate that U.S. 
Treasury bonds, the bench-
mark of world borrowing 
markets, could be having their 
biggest losing first half of a 
year since 1788.

Carstens said the BIS’s 
own recent warnings about 
frothy asset prices meant the 
current correction was “not 

necessarily a complete sur-
prise”. That there hadn’t been 
“major market disruptions” 
so far was also reassuring, he 
added.

Part of the BIS report pub-
lished already last week said 
that the recent implosions in 
the cryptocurrency markets 
were an indication that long-
warned-about dangers of 
decentralised digital money 
were now materialising.

Those collapses aren’t ex-
pected to cause a systemic cri-
sis in the way that bad loans 
triggered the global financial 
crash. But Carstens stressed 
losses would be sizeable and 
that the opaque nature of the 
crypto universe fed uncer-
tainty.

Returning to the macro 
economic picture, he added 
that the BIS didn’t currently 
expect a period of widespread 
stagflation to take hold.

He also said that though 
many global central banks 
and the BIS itself had signifi-
cantly underestimated how 
quick global inflation has spi-
ralled over the last six to 12 
months, they weren’t about 
to lose hard-earned credibility 
overnight.

“Yes, you can argue a lit-
tle bit here about an error of 
timing of certain actions and 
the responses of the central 
banks. But by and large, I 
think that the central banks 
have responded forcefully in 
a very agile fashion,” Carstens 
said.

BIS calls for decisive wave of global rate hikes

Plastic letters arranged to read “Inflation” are placed on U.S. Dollar banknote in this illustration taken, 
June 12, 2022.

Private sector exports jump 46% 
to QR7.7 bn in Q1: Qatar Chamber
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PRIVATE sector exports 
achieved significant growth 
during the first quarter of 
2022, Qatar Chamber has said. 

This, it added, was an in-
dicator of Qatari economy’s 
recovery and suggests that 
economic dynamics have been 
appropriately reclaimed and 
market mechanisms have fair-
ly regained its dominance over 
economic activities and result-
ing revenues.

In its quarterly report is-
sued on Sunday, Qatar Cham-
ber said the private sector 
exports value within the first 
quarter spiked up to QR7.7 bil-
lion, representing a 46 percent 
growth compared to QR5.3 bil-
lion earned last year.

QC report also mentioned 
the impact of the certificates of 
origins on the exports’ value, 
where exports holding certifi-
cates of preferential enjoyed 
elevated valued by 113.9 per-
cent, exports holding general 
certificate of origin enjoyed 
elevated value by 67.3 percent; 
and similarly, exports’ value 
increased in accordance with 
the Arab Region Certificate 
Form by 49.3 percent. On the 
other hand, GCC certificate 
value decreased by 13.7 per-
cent, as did the Singapore Uni-
fied Certificate by 35.7 percent.

Exports according to type 
of goods 

QC report indicated in-
crease in 6 out of 10 goods 
during the first quarter, where 
aluminum exports increased 
by 61.3 percent reaching up 
to QR1.92 billion compared 

to last year’s QR1.19 billion. 
Essential oils and industri-
als oils earned QR1.76 billion 
compared to QR1.14 billion 
representing a 53.8 percent 
increase. Fuel exports reached 
up to QR1.18 billion represent-
ing a whopping 356 percent in-
crease compared to last year’s 

QR260 MM. Nitrogenous fer-
tilizers earned QR1.04 billion 
compared to last year’s QR77.8 
MM, representing more than 
1000 percent increase. 

QC report stated that 
Lotrene exports reached up to 
QR376 MM, compared to last 
year’s QR307 MM, represent-

ing a 19.6 percent increase, 
while iron exports inclined by 
32.8 percent earning down to 
QR343 MM from last year’s 
QR510 MM. Chemical exports 
also increased by 7 percent, 
from QR315 MM to this year’s 
QR293 MM. In an increase of 
22 percent, petrochemicals 

increased from QR151 MM to 
QR184 MM.

As per the report, in Q1-
2022, paraffin exports record-
ed around QR175 MM, repre-
senting a 35 percent decrease 
compared to last year’s QR270 
MM. Industrial gases exports 
recorded a minimal QR129 
MM, representing a 87 percent 
decrease compares to last year 
which recorded around QR991 
MM. The report recalled that 
those ten goods are the pri-
vate sector top exports, repre-
senting 96.5 percent of total 
private sector exports. In ac-
cordance with the certificates 
of origin issued by QC in Q1-
2022, total exports of the ten 
goods reached up to QR7.4 bil-
lion, representing an increase 
of 41.8 percent.

Destinations as per  
Economic Associations

During the first quarter 
of the year 2022, Asian coun-
tries (excluding GCC and Arab 
countries) represented the top 
destinations receiving Qatari 
private sector exports, as per 
the certificates of origin issued 
by the Chamber, receiving 50.4 
percent of total exports valued 

QR3.89 billion.  EU ranked 
in the second place receiving 
24.2 percent of total exports 
valued QR1.87 billion. In the 
third place, GCC received 15.7 
percent of total exports valued 
QR1.21 billion. The forth place 
was occupied by Arab coun-
tries (excluding GCC) receiv-
ing 5.2 percent of total exports 
valued QR402.4 MM. Receiv-
ing 2.8 percent of total Qatari 
exports, USA ranked the fifth 
place importing Qatari goods 
valued QR215.8 MM. In the 
sixth place comes other Euro-
pean countries with exports 
valued QR73.6 MM, repre-
senting 0.95 percent. African 
countries (excluding Arab 
countries) come in the sev-
enth place receiving QR53.3 
MM representing 0.69 percent 
of total exports. In the eighth 
place come other American 
countries receiving around 
QR6.4 MM representing 0.08 
percent, followed by Oceania 
in the ninth place receiving 
around QR2.7 MM represent-
ing 0/04 percent of total Qa-
tari exports.

As per the report on Q1-
2022, Qatari exports were 
received by 97 countries, of 

which 27 were African, 19 were 
Asian, 13 from the EU, 13 from 
Arab countries, 10 from Amer-
icas, 5 from GCC, 8 from Eu-
ropean, and finally USA and a 
single country (Australia) from 
Oceania. 

Business partners
India was the top busi-

ness partner receiving exports 
valued around QR1.79 billion 
representing 32.2 percent of 
total exports. Netherlands 
ranked the second place re-
ceiving around QR1.2 billion 
in its markets representing 
15.6  percent of total exports. 
Turkey ranked the third place 
receiving exports valued 
QR565 MM representing 7.3 
percent. In the fourth place, 
Emirates received 7.2 percent 
of total exports valued QR558 
MM. Bangladesh ranked the 
fifth top partner receiving 
QR478 MM equivalent to 6.2 
percent of total exports. China 
ranked the sixth place receiv-
ing QR395 MM equivalent to 
5.1 percent, then Germany in 
the seventh place receiving 
QR338.5 MM equivalent to 4.4 
percent. In the eighth place, 
Sultanate of Oman received 
QR314.3 MM equivalent to 
4.1 percent of total exports, 
followed by Hong Kong in the 
ninth place receiving around 
QR251.6 MM equivalent to 
3.3 percent of total exports. 
Finally, Indonesia ranked the 
tenth place receiving QR217 
MM equivalent to 2.8 percent.

Those ten countries re-
ceived in total 79.1 percent of 
Qatari exports valued QR6.1 
billion as per the certificate of 
origin during the first quarter 
of the current year.

Quarterly report highlights
● Qatari economy recovers to seize control again over 
economic activities

● Aluminum exports achieves highest increase by 61.3% 
earning QR1.92 billion

● Qatari private sector exports were received by 97 countries 
in the first quarter

● India ranked as top business partner followed by the 
Netherlands and Turkey

Seminar on fighting 
financial crimes with 
AI at QC on Tuesday
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE International Cham-
ber of Commerce Qatar 
(ICC Qatar) in collabora-
tion with Moody’s Ana-
lytics will hold a seminar 
titled ‘Fighting Financial 
Crime with Artificial Intel-
ligence’ on Tuesday (June 
28, 2022) at 8:30 am (local 
time) in the Qatar Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
premises.

The seminar will focus 
on the effective deployment 
journey of machine learn-
ing (ML) systems and artifi-
cial intelligence (AI). These 
technologies are used to 
transform the weaknesses 
in compliance into business 
opportunities, while keep-
ing the approach customer-
centric. 

The seminar will ad-
dress; how financial and 
corporate institutions can 
significantly improve the 
effectiveness of their cus-
tomer onboarding experi-
ence, due-diligence review, 
and sanctions screening 
and financial crime detec-
tions by infusing AI and ML 
in their day-to-day opera-
tions. 

In addition, it will dis-
cuss how AI and ML can 

reduce false positive alerts 
and promote better deci-
sion-making.

The seminar will com-
prise of presentations from 
three of Moody’s Analyt-
ics experts; Mohamed 
Dawoud, Director of Ter-
ritory Business Develop-
ment (Governance, Risk 
& Compliance), Yasman 
Moghaddam, Director of 
Global Industry Practice 
Group (ESG & Climate 
Risk) and Hussain Rassoul, 
Associate Director of Know 
Your Customer (KYC).

The seminar will also 
explore the current sup-
ply chain challenges busi-
nesses are facing to keep up 
with the globalization of the 
third-party risk in a digital 
corporate environment. 

Finally, the seminar 
will conclude with a session 
on environmental, social 
and corporate governance 
(ESG). 

The speakers will also 
dive into the global impact 
that ESG will have on busi-
nesses, as well as showcase 
ESG transforming tools, 
frameworks and strategies 
to help create new business 
environments, which in 
turn will create long-term 
sustainable benefits for 
businesses.
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MG ZS Crossover: From Dynamic balance to exceptional performance
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE MG ZS crossover marks an 
exciting new era of design for the 
famous British car brand with 
the introduction of a totally mod-
ern design philosophy. Based on 
‘Emotional Dynamism’, the vehicle 
emphasises the premium experi-
ence and commitment to quality of 
the ambitious brand.

The MG ZS is available at 
Auto Class Cars, the authorized 
distributer of MG in Qatar, in its 
showroom on Salwa Road.

A distinctive grille, increased 
MG branding and a delicate front 
end give the car a refined look 
that carries through its sweeping 
corners to the robust rear end. 
A combination of quality and a 
premium finish have been at the 
heart of MG’s design philosophy 
for the MG ZS, with every surface, 
material and fitting selected for its 
visual impact, as well as durability 
and longevity.

Commitment to design excel-
lence is continued in the interior 
of the MG ZS, with touches that 
nod to a dynamic and exclusive 
space for the driver, while be-
ing accessible and user-friendly 
for any passengers. More than 
80% of the exposed surfaces are 
covered with soft materials, and a 
colour contrast from the dark grey 
base creates a layered effect. 

A trend for ‘bigger’ connectiv-
ity means MG’s inkaLink system, 
with 8” infotainment screen and 
Apple CarPlay, will become a sig-
nature of MG going forward as it 
looks to target a younger 
generation. A 
remote 
smart 

application will allow the driver to 
operate vehicle functions such as 
remote start and stop, manage air 
conditioning, vehicle tracking and 
aftersales appointments. It even 
reminds owners of the services 
needed for the car. 

The MG ZS provides some of 
the most generous shoulder, leg 
and headroom capacities in its 
segment, ensuring a premium 
travelling experience for driver 
and passengers alike. A massive 
448 litres of boot capacity plus a 
split-level boot provide plenty of 
room for all manner of luggage, 
while there are numerous com-
partments throughout the car 
for additional storage. It 
offers a classic dual 
colour leather 
interior 

and an optional panoramic sun-
roof (available soon). 

The MG ZS has undergone 
rigorous testing and received a 
5-star rating in the C-NCAP crash 
tests, offering customers addi-
tional peace of mind. All models 
benefit from a strengthened high 
duty steel passenger safety cage, 
ESP, ABS, EBD and a tyre pres-
sure monitoring system (TPMS), 
while rear cameras and parking 
sensors are also available.

With a New Generation NSE 
Major 1.3L Turbo, giving it unri-
valled fuel efficiency for its class. 
When it comes to performance, 

this efficient petrol unit delivers 
maximum power of 163 hp and 
230 Nm of torque. Delivering true 
driving excellence, the MG ZS 
offers three power assisted steer-
ing modes – Urban, Normal and 
Dynamic – which are designed to 
give the driver complete control. 
It is equipped with a 6-speed 
automatic gearbox.

Standard features on all mod-
els include panoramic sunroof, 
one-button start, red interior 
trim, driver electric seat, keyless 
entry, power adjustable wing 
mirrors, manual air condition-
ing, a 60/40 rear seat, height-
adjustable steering column and 
a front armrest. Contributing to 
the new model’s impressive safety 
credentials, ABS, EBD, ESP and a 
Tyre Pressure Monitoring System 
(TPMS) are also standard.

Moving up to the COM model, 
buyers can look forward to add-
ing cruise control, power assisted 
steering modes, parking sensor, 
InkaLink system, side airbags, 
LED Daytime Running Lights, 
a premium multifunction steer-
ing wheel and a roof rail to the 
specification list. The top-of-the-
range LUX model swaps 16” alloy 
wheels for 17” dual colour alloys 
and adds automatic air condition-
ing and a rear camera.

Russia slides towards default 
as payment deadline expires

AGENCIES

RUSSIA edged closer to de-
fault on Sunday amid little 
sign that investors holding 
its international bonds had 
received payment, heralding 
what would be the nation’s 
first default in decades.

Russia has struggled to 
keep up payments on $40 
billion of outstanding bonds 
since its invasion of Ukraine 
on Feb. 24, which provoked 
sweeping sanctions that have 
effectively cut the country out 
of the global financial system 
and rendered its assets un-
touchable to many investors.

The Kremlin has repeated-
ly said there are no grounds for 
Russia to default but is unable 
to send money to bondholders 
because of sanctions, accusing 
the West of trying to drive it 
into an artificial default.

The country’s efforts to 
swerve what would be its first 
major default on internation-
al bonds since the Bolshevik 
revolution more than a cen-
tury ago hit an insurmount-
able roadblock when the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) effectively blocked 
Moscow from making pay-
ments in late May.

“Since March we thought 
that a Russian default is prob-
ably inevitable, and the ques-
tion was just when,” Dennis 
Hranitzky, head of sovereign 
litigation at law firm Quinn 
Emanuel, told Reuters. “OFAC 
has intervened to answer that 
question for us, and the de-
fault is now upon us.”

Whiel a formal default 
would be largely symbolic 
given Russia cannot borrow 

internationally at the moment 
and doesn’t need to thanks to 
rich oil and gas revenue, the 
stigma would probably raise 
its borrowing costs in future.

The payments in question 
are $100 million in interest on 
two bonds, one denominated 
in U.S. dollars and another 
in euros , Russia was due to 
pay on May 27. The payments 
had a grace period of 30 days, 
which will expire on Sunday.

Russia’s finance ministry 
said it made the payments to 
its onshore National Settle-
ment Depository (NSD) in eu-
ros and dollars, adding it has 
fulfilled obligations.

However, it is unlikely that 
funds will find their way to 
many international holders. 
For many bondholders, not 
receiving the money owed in 
time into their accounts con-
stitutes a default.

With no exact deadline 
specified in the prospectus, 

lawyers say Russia might have 
until the end of the following 
business day to pay the bond-
holders.

The legal situation sur-
rounding the bonds looks 
complex.

Russia’s bonds have been 
issued with an unusual variety 
of terms, and an increasing 
level of ambiguities for those 
sold more recently, when Mos-
cow was already facing sanc-
tions over its annexation of 
Crimea in 2014 and a poison-
ing incident in Britain in 2018.

Rodrigo Olivares-Cam-
inal, chair in banking and 
finance law at Queen Mary 
University in London, said 
clarity was needed on what 
constituted a discharge for 
Russia on its obligation, or the 
difference between receiving 
and recovering payments.

“All these issues are sub-
ject to interpretation by a 
court of law, but Russia has 

not waived any of its sover-
eign immunity and has not 
submitted to the jurisdiction 
of any court in any of the two 
prospectuses,” Olivares-Cam-
inal told Reuters.

In some ways, Russia is in 
default already.

A committee on deriva-
tives has ruled a “credit event” 
had occurred on some of its 
securities, which triggered a 
payout on some of Russia’s 
credit default swaps - instru-
ments used by investors to in-
sure exposure to debt against 
default. This was triggered by 
Russia failing to make a $1.9 
million payment in accrued 
interest on a payment that 
had been due in early April. 
read more

Until the Ukraine inva-
sion, a sovereign default had 
seemed unthinkable, with 
Russia being rated investment 
grade up to shortly before that 
point. A default would also be 

unusual as Moscow has the 
funds to service its debt.

The OFAC had issued a 
temporary waiver, known as 
a general licence 9A, in early 
March to allow Moscow to 
keep paying investors. It let 
it expire on May 25 as Wash-
ington tightened sanctions on 
Russia, effectively cutting off 
payments to U.S. investors 
and entities.

The lapsed OFAC licence 
is not the only obstacle Rus-
sia faces as in early June the 
European Union imposed 
sanctions on the NSD, Rus-
sia’s appointed agent for its 
Eurobonds. read more

Moscow has scrambled 
in recent days to find ways of 
dealing with upcoming pay-
ments and avoid a default.

President Vladimir Putin 
signed a decree last Wednes-
day to launch temporary pro-
cedures and give the govern-
ment 10 days to choose banks 
to handle payments under a 
new scheme, suggesting Rus-
sia will consider its debt obli-
gations fulfilled when it pays 
bondholders in roubles.

“Russia saying it’s com-
plying with obligations under 
the terms of the bond is not 
the whole story,” Zia Ullah, 
partner and head of corporate 
crime and investigations at 
law firm Eversheds Suther-
land told Reuters.

“If you as an investor are 
not satisfied, for instance, if 
you know the money is stuck 
in an escrow account, which 
effectively would be the prac-
tical impact of what Russia is 
saying, the answer would be, 
until you discharge the obliga-
tion, you have not satisfied the 
conditions of the bond.”

The clock on Spasskaya tower showing the time at noon, is pictured next to Moscow’s Kremlin, and St. 
Basil’s Cathedral, March 31, 2020. 

‘Reduce fuel and 
electricity use now’

AGENCIES

LEADERS of three French en-
ergy companies called on the 
French public Sunday to im-
mediately reduce consumption 
of fuel, oil, electricity and gas 
amid shortages and soaring 
prices due to Russia’s supply 
cuts and the war in Ukraine.

“The effort must be imme-
diate, collective and massive,” 
the leaders of the three compa-
nies, TotalEnergies, EDF and 
Engie said in a joint statement 
published in the French weekly 
Journal du Dimanche. 

Russia has cut — and in 
some case shut off — gas sup-
plies to several European Un-
ion countries in retaliation for 
the 27-member bloc’s sanc-
tions against Moscow for its 
Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine.

The European energy sys-
tem has been under severe 
strain for months. The level of 
alert on gas stocks across the 
continent is high, and ration-
ing measures have been put in 
place. France, like other Euro-
pean countries, is trying to beef 
up its gas reserves for winter, 
aiming to fill up its storage by 
early autumn to avert an eco-

nomic and political crisis.
“Taking action in the sum-

mer will prepare us for win-
ter,” the energy companies’ 
leaders said.

In addition to the gas sup-
ply shortages linked to the war 
in Ukraine, there are pressures 
on electricity production ca-
pacities in Europe and reduc-
tions in hydroelectric produc-
tion due to drought.

“The soaring energy prices 
are a result of these difficulties 
that threaten our social and 
political cohesion and have a 
heavy impact on purchasing 
power of families,” the state-
ment said. The French govern-
ment plans to restart a coal-
fueled power plant located 
in the eastern Moselle region 
to meet the country’s winter 
electricity needs, according to 
French media reports, citing a 
statement from the Ministry of 
Energy Transition.

The government shut down 
the power plant in Saint-Avold 
in March as part of President 
Emmanuel Macron’s plan to 
close all coal-fueled plants by 
the end of the year to protect 
the environment and Earth’s 
climate.

UK, US, Japan and Canada 
to ban Russia gold imports

AGENCIES

BRITAIN, the United States, 
Japan and Canada will ban 
new imports of Russian gold 
as part of efforts to tighten the 
sanctions squeeze on Moscow 
for its invasion of Ukraine, the 
British government said on 
Sunday.

The ban will come into 
force shortly and apply to new-
ly mined or refined gold, the 
government statement said 

ahead of a meeting of Group of 
Seven leaders in Germany on 
Sunday.

The move will not affect 
previously exported Russian-
origin gold, it added.

Russian gold exports were 
worth 12.6 billion pounds 
($15.45 billion) last year and 
wealthy Russians have re-
cently been buying bullion to 
reduce the financial impact of 
Western sanctions, the gov-
ernment said.
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Asked to name the culprits behind the spike in gasoline prices, 72% of 1,055 Americans polled in late April and early May blamed profit-seeking corporations

Did corporate greed fuel inflation? 
It’s not biggest culprit

Furious about surging prices at the 
gasoline station and the super-
market, many consumers feel they 
know just where to cast blame: 
On greedy companies that relent-

lessly jack up prices and pocket the profits.
Responding to that sentiment, the Dem-

ocratic-led House of Representatives last 
month passed on a party-line vote — most 
Democrats for, all Republicans against — a 
bill designed to crack down on alleged price 
gouging by energy producers.

Likewise, Britain last month announced 
plans to impose a temporary 25% windfall 
tax on oil and gas company profits and to 
funnel the proceeds to financially struggling 
households.

Yet for all the public’s resentment, most 
economists say corporate price gouging is, 
at most, one of many causes of runaway in-
flation — and not the primary one.

They include: Supply disruptions at 
factories, ports and freight yards. Worker 
shortages. President Joe Biden’s enormous 
pandemic aid program. COVID 19-caused 
shutdowns in China. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. And, not least, a Federal Reserve 
that kept interest rates ultra-low longer 
than experts say it should have.

“There are much more plausible candi-
dates for what’s going on,” said Jose Azar an 
economist at Spain’s University of Navarra.

Most of all, though, economists say re-
surgent spending by consumers and govern-
ments drove inflation up.

The blame game is, if anything, inten-
sifying after the U.S. government reported 
that inflation hit 8.6% in May from a year 
earlier, the biggest price spike since 1981.

To fight inflation, the Fed is now belat-
edly tightening credit aggressively. On June 
15, it raised its benchmark short-term rate 
by three-quarters of a point — its largest 
hike since 1994 — and signaled that more 
large rate hikes are coming. The Fed hopes 
to achieve a notoriously difficult “soft land-
ing” — slowing growth enough to curb infla-
tion without causing the economy to slide 
into recession.

For years, inflation had remained at 
or below the Fed’s 2% annual target, even 
while unemployment sank to a half-century 
low. But when the economy rebounded from 
the pandemic recession with startling speed 
and strength, the U.S. consumer price index 
rose steadily — from a 2.6% year-over-year 
increase in March 2021 to last month’s four-
decade high.

For a while at least — before profit mar-
gins at S&P 500 companies dipped early this 
year — the inflation surge coincided with 
swelling corporate earnings. It was easy for 
consumers to connect the dots: Companies, 
it seemed, were engaged in price-gouging. 
This wasn’t just inflation. It was greedfla-
tion.

Asked to name the culprits behind the 
spike in gasoline prices, 72% of the 1,055 
Americans polled in late April and early 
May by the Washington Post and George 
Mason University’s Schar School of Policy 

and Government blamed profit-seeking 
corporations, more than the share who 
pointed to Russia’s war against Ukraine 
(69%) or Biden (58%) or pandemic disrup-
tions (58%). And the verdict was bipartisan: 
86% of Democrats and 52% of Republicans 
blamed corporations for inflated gas prices.

“It’s very natural for consumers to see 
prices rising and get angry about it and then 
look for someone to blame,” said Christo-
pher Conlon, an economist at New York 
University’s Stern School of Business who 
studies corporate competition. “You and I 
don’t get to set prices at the supermarket, 
the gas station or the car dealership. So 
people naturally blame corporations, since 
those are the ones they see raising prices.’’ 
Yet Conlon and many other economists are 
reluctant to indict — or to favor punishing 
— Corporate America. When the University 
of Chicago’s Booth School of Business asked 
economists this month whether they’d sup-
port a law to bar big companies from selling 
their goods or services at an “unconscion-
ably excessive price” during a market shock, 
65% said no. Only 5% backed the idea.

Just what combination of factors is 

most responsible for causing prices to soar 
“is still an open question,” economist Azar 
acknowledges. COVID-19 and its aftermath 
have made it hard to assess the state of the 
economy. Today’s economists have no expe-
rience analyzing the financial aftermath of a 
pandemic.

Policymakers and analysts have been 
repeatedly blindsided by the path the econ-
omy has taken since COVID struck in March 
2020: They didn’t expect the swift recovery 
from the downturn, fueled by vast govern-
ment spending and record-low rates engi-
neered by the Fed and other central banks. 
Then they were slow to recognize the gath-
ering threat of high inflation pressures, dis-
missing them at first as merely a temporary 
consequence of supply disruptions.

One aspect of the economy, though, is 
undisputed: A wave of mergers in recent 
decades has killed or shrunk competition 
among airlines, banks, meatpacking compa-
nies and many other industries. That con-
solidation has given the surviving compa-
nies the leverage to demand price cuts from 
suppliers, to hold down workers’ pay and to 
pass on higher costs to customers who don’t 

have much choice but to pay up.
Researchers at the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Boston have found that less compe-
tition made it easier for companies to pass 
along higher costs to customers, calling it 
an “amplifying factor” in the resurgence of 
inflation.

Josh Bivens, research director at the 
liberal Economic Policy Institute, has esti-
mated that nearly 54% of the price increases 
in nonfinancial businesses since mid-2020 
can be attributed to “fatter profit margins,” 
versus just 11% from 1979 through 2019.

Bivens conceded that neither corporate 
greed nor market clout has likely grown sig-
nificantly in the past two years. But he sug-
gested that during the COVID inflationary 
spike, companies have redirected how they 
use their market power: Many have shifted 
away from pressuring suppliers to cut costs 
and limiting workers’ pay and have instead 
boosted prices for customers.

In a study of nearly 3,700 companies re-
leased last week, the left-leaning Roosevelt 
Institute concluded that markups and profit 
margins last year reached their highest level 
since the 1950s. It also found that compa-

nies that had aggressively raised prices be-
fore the pandemic were more likely to do so 
after it struck, “suggesting a role for market 
power as an explanatory driver of inflation.″ 
Yet many economists aren’t convinced that 
corporate greed is the main culprit. Jason 
Furman, a top economic adviser in the Oba-
ma White House, said that some evidence 
even suggests that monopolies are slower 
than companies that face stiff competition 
to raise prices when their own costs rise, 
“in part because their prices were high to 
begin with.” Likewise, NYU’s Conlon cites 
examples where prices have soared in com-
petitive markets. Used cars, for example, 
are sold in lots across the country and by 
numerous individuals. Yet average used-car 
prices have skyrocketed 16% over the past 
year. Similarly, the average price of major 
appliances, another market with plenty of 
competitors, jumped nearly 10% last month 
from a year earlier.

By contrast, the price of alcoholic bever-
ages has risen just 4% from a year ago even 
though the beer market is dominated by AB-
Inbev and spirits by Bacardi and Diageo.

“It is hard to imagine that AB-Inbev isn’t 
as greedy as Maytag,” Conlon said.

So what has most driven the inflation-
ary spike? “Demand,” said Furman, now at 
Harvard University. “Lots of government 
spending, lots of monetary support — all 
combined together to support extraordinar-
ily high levels of demand. Supply couldn’t 
keep up, so prices rose.’’ Researchers at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco es-
timate that government aid to the economy 
during the pandemic, which put money in 
consumers’ pockets to help them endure the 
crisis and set off a spending spree, has raised 
inflation by about 3 percentage points since 
the first half of 2021.

In report released in April, researchers 
at the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 
blamed global supply chain bottlenecks for 
playing a “significant role” in inflating fac-
tory costs. They found that it added a stag-
gering 20 percentage points to wholesale 
inflation in manufacturing last November, 
raising it to 30%.

Still, even some economists who don’t 
blame greedflation for the price spike of 
the past year say they think governments 
should try to restrict the market power of 
monopolies, perhaps by blocking mergers 
that reduce competition. The idea is that 
more companies vying for the same custom-
ers would encourage innovation and makes 
the economy more productive.

Even so, tougher antitrust policies 
wouldn’t likely do much to slow inflation 
anytime soon.

“I find it helpful to think about compe-
tition like diet and exercise,” NYU’s Conlon 
said. “More competition is a good thing. 
But, like diet and exercise, the payoffs are 
long term.

“Right now, the patient is in the emer-
gency room. Sure, diet and exercise are still 
a good thing. But we need to treat the acute 
problem of inflation.”

 Most economists say corporate price gouging is, at most, one of many causes of runaway inflation — and not the primary one.

Agencies

GERMANY is hosting this 
year’s meeting of leaders from 
the Group of Seven leading 
economies in the Bavarian 
resort of Elmau. Before the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia 
triggered a cascade of crises 
over food, energy and inter-
national security, the main fo-
cus of the meeting was meant 
to be on climate change.

The German government 
under Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
still plans to get the G-7 to 
commit to collective progress 
on curbing global warming, 
and one of the ideas being dis-
cussed is the creation of a ‘cli-
mate club’ for countries that 
want to speed ahead when it 
comes to tackling the issue.

What is a climate club? 
The idea was first floated 

by Yale economist and Nobel 
Prize winner William Nord-
haus, who said the voluntary 
nature of existing climate 
agreements hasn’t resulted in 
sufficient progress.

He proposed that coun-
tries which were serious 

about reducing their emis-
sions could come together 
and form a club which would 
jointly set ambitious targets 
and exempt each other from 
climate-related trade tariffs 
that non-members would be 
subject to.

“This would basically act 
as a stick as well as a carrot,” 
said Domien Vangenechten, a 
policy adviser at the Brussels-
based environmental think 
tank E3G.

Who might join?
Germany’s Scholz hopes 

to get the whole G-7 behind 
the idea. France and Italy are 
virtually given, since both 
countries are also members of 
the European Union that is it-
self a club with strong climate 
targets. Canada is keen to fi-
nalize a long-discussed trade 
agreement with the EU and 
membership of the climate 
club could help.

Britain left the EU in 2020 
and is skeptical about joining 
any arrangement with the 
bloc. But a club that includes 
members beyond the EU 
would likely be acceptable to 

London, especially if the Unit-
ed States is in.

Washington has always 
had a problem entering into 
binding agreements on cli-
mate change, particularly due 
to Republican opposition. 
President George W. Bush 
withdrew America’s signature 
under the 1997 Kyoto treaty 
and President Donald Trump 
pulled the U.S. out of the 2015 
Paris accord — a much less 
stringent pact. The U.S. re-
joined Paris under President 

Joe Biden, however, and there 
is growing realization that a 
go-it-alone approach may not 
be in America’s interest, espe-
cially if it wants to force China 
to pull its weight on reducing 
emissions. Japan may also 
be swayed by the prospect of 
putting pressure on its big 
neighbor and privileged ac-
cess to European and North 
American markets.

What about China?
The world’s biggest emit-

ter of greenhouse gas isn’t 
likely to join straightaway. 
But if it wants to export its 
wares to the rest of the world 
without having climate tariffs 
slapped on them, it may have 
to join. 

Expect Beijing to be sharp-
ly critical of the idea, just as it 
has been of the EU’s planned 
“carbon border adjustment 
mechanism” — which also en-
tails tariffs for polluters who 
don’t play by the bloc’s rules. 
China has tried to rally other 

emerging economies such as 
South Africa and Indonesia in 
opposition to the plan. That’s 
one reason why Scholz has in-
vited both of those countries 
attend the G-7 as guests, and 
made clear that the climate 
club is open to all.

Will the idea take off?
Experts say a critical mass 

of countries will need to join 
the club for it to become at-
tractive enough that others 
feel compelled to apply too.

The exact details of how 
the club’s rules would work 
are still sketchy. General sup-
port by the G-7, without any 
formal commitments, could 
help put the idea on the agen-
da at upcoming meetings, 
particularly the U.N. climate 
summit in November. An en-
dorsement there would show 
that the club isn’t the exclu-
sive preserve of rich nations 
but a genuine addition to ex-
isting climate efforts.

And will it save the  
planet?

Johan Rockstrom, direc-
tor of the Potsdam Institute 

for Climate Impact Research, 
thinks it’s worth a try given 
that existing measures aren’t 
delivering the emissions cuts 
required to meet the Paris ac-
cord’s target for limiting global 
warming.

“The world’s remaining 
carbon budget is running out 
so fast that we will soon have 
no scientific chance of keep-
ing to 1.5 Celsius (2.7 Fahr-
enheit),” he said. “So we in 
the scientific community are 
grasping at anything that 
might help, and one way is to 
get all major emitters to agree 
on a set of collective principles 
for emissions pathways and 
carbon pricing.”

Rockstrom said the hope 
is that such efforts will even-
tually reach a positive tipping 
point, as happened with the 
1987 Montreal Protocol that 
saw the world come together 
to tackle the ozone problem. 
The underlying principle of a 
climate club would turn up-
side-down the current situa-
tion where the least-ambitious 
countries set the pace, and in-
stead make it a race to be the 
fastest, he said.

Explainer: Why Germany is pushing for a ‘climate club’

11Monday, June 27, 2022



PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

EMMA Raducanu will take 
her place as one of the head-
line acts of Wimbledon when 
the tournament kicks off on 
Monday.

The idea of one British 
grand slam champion featur-
ing on the Centre Court bill 
would have been unthink-
able a couple of decades ago 
but these are heady days and 
the opening triumvirate sees 
Raducanu follow defending 
champion Novak Djokovic and 
precede Andy Murray.

“I think that’s a pretty cool 
line-up,” said Raducanu, who 
will be making her Centre 
Court bow.

“Just to be included 
amongst those names is spe-
cial in itself. I never would 
have thought that. I’m obvi-
ously looking forward to get-
ting out there.” 

Whether Raducanu can 
hope to match last year’s run to 
the fourth round, or even push 
towards echoing her remark-
able US Open triumph, will be-
come clearer when she begins 
her match against dangerous 
Belgian Alison Van Uytvanck.

Raducanu has declared 
herself fit and ready to go, and 
there will certainly be no hid-
ing place if the side strain she 
suffered in Nottingham three 
weeks ago is still niggling.

They have met once be-
fore, at a second tier tourna-
ment in Chicago last summer, 
when Van Uytvanck was the 
top seed and Raducanu still a 
promising up-and-comer.

The British number one 
won that one but Van Uyt-
vanck is a proven performer 
on grass having reached the 
fourth round at Wimbledon 
in 2018, while she won a 
warm-up tournament in Italy 

last weekend.
Raducanu, who has man-

aged just seven competitive 
games on grass this season, 

said: “I definitely feel like 
game-wise I back myself pret-
ty much against anyone. I feel 
if I really put my mind to it and 

commit then I can be pretty 
good. So I’m definitely looking 
forward to the match.

“But she’s a really tricky 

opponent, especially on grass 
courts. I think this surface 
definitely suits her well. She 
plays a pretty quick, high-

tempo game. It’s definitely go-
ing to take some getting used 
to, being prepared for that 
straightaway.

“It’s definitely going to be 
a tough match-up, but every 
match is at this level. I’m still 
ready to go.”

Raducanu looking forward to Centre 
Court bow as Wimbledon begins

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

NICK Kyrgios is convinced he 
can make Wimbledon stars 
“look pretty ordinary” and in-
sists he will embrace being a 
crowd “villain” when he starts 
against British wildcard Paul 
Jubb.

The Australian world 
number 45 has looked sharp 
on grass already this month, 
reaching semi-finals in Stutt-
gart and Halle, where his runs 
were ended by Andy Murray 
and Hubert Hurkacz respec-
tively.

Kyrgios, who could play 
Queen’s Club Championship 
runner-up Filip Krajinovic in 
round two at Wimbledon, ex-
pects to have only a small por-
tion of support when he begins 
against 22-year-old Jubb.

That match is set for Tues-
day, and Kyrgios believes he 
is playing well enough to win 
through comfortably, ahead of 
the more obvious tests of his 
game that lie ahead.

Renowned as an immense-
ly talented firebrand, the 
27-year-old would rather be 
remembered as a grand slam 
champion, but there are some 
major obstacles blocking his 
path to that objective.

“I’ve played top-10 play-
ers in the world this year and 
made them look pretty ordi-
nary,” he said.

That claim is not with-
out merit, given Kyrgios beat 

Stefanos Tsitsipas in Halle, 
Andrey Rublev in Miami, and 
Casper Ruud in Indian Wells.

He is picking and choos-
ing when he competes to allow 
himself plenty of time to spend 
with friends and family, and is 
determined to find a success-
ful work-life balance.

“I know where my game’s 
at,” Kyrgios added. “I know if 
I’m confident and playing well, 
I’m able to light it up whenev-
er I want. I’ve got to pick and 
choose, so when I play, I’ve got 
to make sure I’m having some 
good results and putting in my 
best effort.

“If I figured that out earlier 
in my career, maybe the narra-
tive may have been different, 
but I’m proud to be where I am 
at the moment.

“I know if I’m serving well 
and playing well, I can beat an-
yone. I’ve beaten pretty much 
everyone in the draw before.” 

Kyrgios lost to Russian Da-
niil Medvedev in the second 
round of the Australian Open 
in January and is disappoint-
ed the world number one has 
been banned, along with all 
Russian and Belarusian play-
ers, from Wimbledon.

That position has been 

taken because of the Russian-
led invasion of Ukraine, but 
Kyrgios said: “My honest 
opinion is I don’t think it was 
a good idea to ban the Russian 
players.

“Medvedev is the best we 
have in our sport right now. I 
think whenever we have cam-
eras on and a lot of people tun-
ing in, you want a lot of our 
players to be on showcase for 
the sport to grow.

“I’m disappointed that 
they’re not here. It’s weird not 
seeing Medvedev here, be-
cause we all know what he’s 
capable of.”

Kyrgios to ‘light it up’ on grass, 
disagrees with Russian ban

Britain’s Emma Raducanu in action during a training session ahead of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Sunday. (AFP)

MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2022

Francesco 
Bagnaia  
wins Dutch 
MotoGP,  
reignites  
title  
hopes 
PAGE 14

Nadal pain-free for first 
time in ‘year and half’

ANI
LONDON

AHEAD of Wimbledon 2022, 
Rafael Nadal has said for the 
first time in 18 months he has 
overcome the crippling foot 
pain.

Second seed Rafael Na-
dal will play Argentina’s world 
number 42 Francisco Cerun-
dolo in the first round while 
young sensation Carlos Alcaraz 
will take on Germany’s Jan-
Lennard Struff. 

“I can walk normal most 
of the days, almost every sin-
gle day. That’s for me the main 
issue,” said the 36-year-old 
Spaniard at Wimbledon on Sat-
urday in the pre-tournament 
press conference.

“When I wake up, I don’t 
have this pain that I was hav-
ing for the last year and a half, 
so quite happy about that. And 
second thing, practising. Since 
the last two weeks, I didn’t 
have one day of these terrible 
days that I can’t move at all. 
The feeling and overall feel-
ings are positive,” he added.

For the first time in his 
career, Nadal arrives in SW19 
halfway to the calendar Grand 
Slam, a feat no man has 
achieved since Rod Laver in 
1969.

It is quite the start to a sea-
son already blighted by a rib 
fracture and recurrent left foot 
problems.

“[The] past is past. Sport 

and life goes so quick, no? I am 
not a big fan of keep[ing] living 
on the things that you achieved 
because sport doesn’t give you 
that time to keep thinking on 
the things that happened,” Na-
dal said.

“But [it] is something 
that already happened. [It] is 
something that’s going to be 
in my museum for the rest of 
my life, so that’s something 
that makes me feel proud, of 
course. [The] last six months 
of 2021 haven’t been easy. 
Even 2022, [though] I am able 
to have an amazing start of the 
season, haven’t been easy at 
all.”

The Spaniard has reached 
the semi-finals the last two 
times he has taken part in The 
Championships, but it is now 
12 years since he lifted the 
trophy as gentlemen’s singles 
champion for a second time.

In the Roger Federer’s ab-
sence from Wimbledon for the 
first time in 24 years, Nadal af-
forded himself time to reflect 
on their rivalry without dwell-
ing for too long on the past.

“[To] have somebody like 
him, like a rival, that he’s 
amazingly good, helps you to 
let you know the things that 
you have to do to be better,” 
he said. 

“In some way it’s easier to 
have a way to improve when 
you have an example in front 
that is better than you, not 
always but a lot of times,” the 
22-time Grand Slam cham-
pion added.

Wimbledon 2022 will be 
held from June 27 to July 10. 
The grass-court Grand Slam 
tournament, established in 
1877, will take place at The All 
England Lawn Tennis Club in 
London, UK.

Spain’s Rafael Nadal arrives to attend a training session at The All 
England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, London, on Sunday. (AFP)

Australian Nick Kyrgios.



IN preparation for the 
launch of the new season 
and the QNB Stars League 
2022-2023 tournament, 

which begins August 1, QSL 
clubs have begun preparations 
in earnest from making new 
appointments or setting up 
overseas conditioning camps. 
Qatar Stars League reviews lat-
est official updates for the QNB 
Stars League clubs for 2022-
2023 season.
 
Al Sadd to set up training 
camp in Austria
The technical and adminis-
trative staff of Al Sadd has 
decided to set up a prepara-
tory camp in Austria in Vienna. 
The camp will start from July 
4 and continue until the 20th 
of the same month. During 
the training camp, Al Sadd 
will play a number of friendly 
matches, in addition to techni-
cal and physical training which 
will prepare all players (foreign 
or local professionals) for the 
new season. Al Sadd recently 
appointed Spanish coach Juan 
Manuel “Juanma” to guide the 
team in the next two seasons. 
Currently, Al Sadd have begun 
training at the club’s ground 
under the new coach.

Ferjani Sassi joins Al Duhail 
training
Al Duhail’s training continues at 
their stadium under the super-
vision of the technical staff led 
by coach Hernan Crespo before 
the team travels to Austria on 
July 1, according to the club.
The team witnessed the return 
of Tunisian professional Ferjani 
Sassi following the end of the 
player’s rest period after he 
represented his country in the 
Kirin International Cup friendly 
tournament where Tunisia won 
the title and Sassi was named 
as the best player. Al Duhail 
will continue to train in Qatar 
till July 13 before setting up a 
conditioning camp in Austria.

Qatar Sports Club leave  
for Spain
Qatar Sports Club began train-
ing a few days ago in Doha, 
before traveling to Spain in 
preparation for the start of the 
2022-2023 football season.

Umm Salal for Turkey
Umm Salal will travel to Turkey 
next Tuesday for a camp in 
the Turkish city of Izmir which 
will continue until July 20. The 
team’s mission is headed by His 
Excellency Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin 
Abdul Rahman Al Thani, presi-
dent of the club, and includes 
40 people. The camp will be an 
important station for the final 
preparations ahead of the start 
of the new season. The team 
is scheduled to play 4 friendly 
matches during the camp, in 
addition to technical and physi-
cal training. Umm Salal had 
earlier announced the signing of 
Portuguese Joao Carlos Teixeira, 
Ivorian Jonathan Kodjia, Moroc-
can Idris Al Siddiqi, and Moroc-
can Abdullah Khafifi.
 
Al Markhiya sign up Fattohi 
and Louay Ashour, continue 
training in Turkey
Al Markhiya, returning to the 
QNB Stars League in the new 
season 2022-2023, continue 
to prepare strongly at a prepa-
ration camp in Turkey. The 
team began training in Izmir in 

Turkey on June 25 and will con-
tinue till July 17. Al Markhiya 
succeeded in signing Moroccan 
Idris Fattouhi, the former Al 
Sailiya player, for two seasons; 
goalkeeper Louay Ashour from 
Al Arabi Club; and Sultan Al 
Kuwari from Al Shahaniya Club.
During their outdoor camp, 
Al Markhiya will play several 
friendly matches with a number 
of teams, in addition to the 
technical and physical training.

Al Shamal include French 
Loic Lander and renew Amjad 
Atwan, Salah Al Yahri and Sal-
meen Al Rumaihi’s contracts
Al Shamal are preparing strong-
ly at their training camp in Izmir 
in Turkey (June 24 to July 15) 
and recently announced the 

signing of some new players. 
The team will play 4 friendly 
matches of gradual levels in 
preparation for the new sea-
son. The club announced its 
official contract with French 
player Loic Lander starting 
from the upcoming season and 
for a period of two seasons. Al 
Shamal club has also succeed-
ed in extending the contract of 
Iraqi player Amjad Atwan for an 
additional season.
The club has also signed 
Salah Al Yahri and Salmeen 
Al Rumaihi, while the contract 
with Abu Bakr Sik, the team’s 
goalkeeper, has been renewed.

Al Gharafa featuring  
Yacine Brahimi
Al Gharafa continue to prepare 

strongly under the leadership 
of the technical staff and the 
team has also got a boost 
with the inclusion of Algerian 
star Yacine Brahimi, who was 
recently unveiled to the media.
Al Gharafa, through their social 
media platforms, also thanked 
the foreign professional quintet 
who played for the team last 
season.

Al Wakrah train under the 
watchful eyes of coach  
Marquez Lopez
Al Wakrah also continue their 
daily training in Doha ahead 
of an overseas training camp. 
The technical staff of the club, 
led by Spaniard coach Marquez 
Lopez, has developed a training 
plan in preparation for the new 

QSL season 2022-2023.

Al Rayyan, led by coach  
Cordova, continue  
intensive training
Al Rayyan, after announcing 
that Chilean coach Nicolas 
Cordova will continue to lead 
the team in the new QNB Stars 
League season 2022-2023, 
continue intensive training at 
the club’s stadium. Al Rayyan 
are also expected to travel 
overseas for further training.

Al Ahli renew coach Jovocih’s 
contract, include Shoja Zadeh
Al Ahli have renewed the 
contract of their Montenegrin 
coach Nebojsa Jovovic and are 
continuing to train for the new 
season, as part of the club’s 

keenness on technical stability.
Jovovic had coached Al Ahli in 
the second half of the 2019-
2020 season, succeeding 
Spaniard Ruben de Labarrera.
The club has also signed 
Iranian professional Shojae 
Khalilzadeh for a season from 
Al Rayyan Club.

Al Sailiya, led by coach Tra-
belsi, plan for the new season
Preparing for the new season, 
the technical staff of Al Sailiya 
team, led by coach Sami Tra-
belsi, has developed a plan to 
prepare and equip the players 
at the technical and physical 
levels, which includes intensive 
training until the entire team 
reaches optimum readiness. 
The side aims to avoid the 

difficulties it faced last season 
finishing eleventh on the table.

Al Arabi retain coach Younis 
Ali, include Jassim Al Hail
Al Arabi have renewed the 
contract of distinguished coach 
Younis Ali after he led the side 
to the semi-finals in the QNB 
Stars League 2021-22 season 
for the first time since 2011.
Goalkeeper Jassim Al Hail has 
also contracted from Qatar 
Sports Club in a reciprocal deal 
between the two clubs, accord-
ing to which Al Hail moved to 
Al Arabi in exchange for goal-
keeper Sata Al Abbasi joining 
Qatar Sports Club. Al Arabi will 
be training in Spain in the city 
of Jerez de la Frontera from 
July 1 to 21. (qsl.qa)

Qatar Stars League clubs gear up for new season in earnest

Al Sadd train at their club’s ground under new Spanish coach Juan Manuel Lillio “Juanma”.

DPA
BERLIN 

EURO 2024 tournament 
director Philipp Lahm has 
dismissed the debate over 
branding Germany as ‘Die 
Mannschaft’ (the team) and 
instead believes performance 
is much more important.

“The deciding factor is, 
how a team, how the players, 
perform,” he told dpa on the 
fringes of the Special Olympics 
in Berlin. 

“That is the be all and end 
all. This is what builds a con-
nection between team and 
player. That’s what a national 
team should stand for. That’s 
my wish as tournament direc-
tor for Euro 2024.” 

Lahm himself played at the 
2006 World Cup in which the 

German team inspired their 
home fans with a superb third-
place finish.

The team should perform 
in a manner which allows “the 
nation to identify with them,” 

said Lahm, who won 113 caps 
and lifted the World Cup in 
2014.

Germany have grown apart 
from their fans since then with 
a disappointing title defence in 

2018 followed by a last 16 exit 
at Euro 2020 last year.

But Lahm says the connec-
tion “can come again” and he 
was “convinced” it would be 
there for 2024.

Germany’s performance decisive than branding: Lahm
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

WALES forward Gareth Bale 
has confirmed he is set to join 
Major League Soccer side Los 
Angeles FC when his contract 
with Real Madrid expires.

The five-time Champions 
League winner is soon to be a 
free agent and is looking for a 
new club ahead of playing for 
Wales at the World Cup in Qa-
tar, which starts in November.

Bale, 32, had been linked 
with a move to hometown club 
Cardiff following the end of a 
nine-year stay at the Bernabeu, 
but will now continue his career 
with a switch to the US.

The Wales captain con-
firmed his move to LAFC, 
currently top of Major League 
Soccer’s Western Conference, 

via his official Twitter account 
late Saturday.

Bale wrote: “See you soon, 
Los Angeles. @LAFC “ with 
a video of him in a club shirt 
and cap.

The Welsh forward is 
thought to have agreed an 
initial one-year deal, which 
includes the option of an 

18-month contract extension 
and will see him join former 
Italy captain Giorgio Chiellini 
as part of the LAFC squad.

Bale and Chiellini should 
complete their moves to MLS 
when the competition’s ‘Sec-
ondary Transfer Window’ 
opens on July 7, so would 
be cleared to make a debut 
against the LA Galaxy.

Last week, Bale had excited 
Cardiff fans by visiting the Sky 
Bet Championship club’s Vale 
of Glamorgan base on their first 
day of pre-season training.

Wales captain Bale had 
fuelled speculation he might 
prefer being closer to home 
following comments that the 
standard of football he played 
before the World Cup should 
not prove a decisive factor in 
any move.

Bale confirms move to Los Angeles FC
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Al Duhail coach Hernan Crespo supersises a training session.

Qatar Sports Club players. Umm Salal players during training. Al Markhiya at their camp in Izmir, Turkey. 

Al Shamal’s Loic Lander during a training session with the team. Al Gharafa’s Yacine Brahimi being unveiled to the media. Al Wakrah training under the watchful eyes of their coach Marquez Lopez.

Al Rayyan being guided by coach Nicoals Cordova during training. Shoja Zadeh signs up for Al Ahli. Al Arabi players warming up for a training session.

Wales’ midfielder Gareth Bale.



Jabeur backs Serena to 
sizzle on singles return
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON

SERENA Williams stands 
every chance of going on a 
winning run at Wimbledon, 
according to Ons Jabeur, who 
would love to meet the 23-
time Grand Slam champion in 
the final.

Williams teamed up with 
Jabeur to play doubles at the 
Eastbourne International in 
the past week, the Ameri-
can’s first competitive tennis 
since being forced to retire 
from a first-round clash with 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich at 
Wimbledon last year.

Seven-time Wimbledon 
singles queen Williams has not 
won a grand slam since 2017’s 
Australian Open, and has lost 
two finals at SW19 during 
the drought, to Angelique Ker-
ber in 2018 and Simona Halep 
in 2019.

Third seed Jabeur expects 
the 40-year-old WTA super-
star to give a positive account 
of herself when she gets her 
Wimbledon campaign under 
way against Harmony Tan on 
Tuesday.

“I feel Serena was playing 
well and moving well. I think 
she can win matches at Wim-
bledon,” Jabeur said in a BBC 
Sport column.

“We were put in oppo-
site sides of the draw so that 
means we couldn’t play until 
the final. That’s okay - I’ll send 

her to Iga Swiatek’s half in-
stead and leave the possibility 
of those two great players fac-
ing each other.

“I, for sure, didn’t want to 
play her in the first round. You 
don’t want to play Serena, es-
pecially at Wimbledon. But if 
it did happen then it would be 
amazing to play her and that 
would add another thing to the 
dream list for me.” 

Jabeur gets her own cam-
paign under way when she fac-
es Sweden’s Mirjam Bjorklund 
on Monday, and believes the 
confidence gained from play-
ing alongside Williams could 
prove crucial in her bid for a 
first title at this level.

“Playing with Serena Wil-
liams in the doubles at East-
bourne last week was an un-
believable experience and one 
which gives me added confi-
dence as I try my best to win 
my first Grand Slam title at 
Wimbledon,” Jabeur said.

“If she sees me as a great 
player and looks at me in that 
way then I can see myself that 
way, too.” 

Jabeur has never played 
a singles match against Wil-
liams, but having the chance 
to star alongside her surpassed 
that, allowing the Tunisian to 
get an insight into the mind of 
the great champion.

“The whole experience 
means I feel like I am the luck-
iest player in the world,” said 
27-year-old Jabeur.

AGENCIES
ASSEN (NETHERLANDS)

FRANCESCO Bagnaia reig-
nited his 2022 MotoGP title 
hopes with victory at a dramat-
ic Dutch Grand Prix, in which 
championship leader Fabio 
Quartararo failed to finish.

Ducati rider Bagnaia had 
crashed out in four of the pre-
vious 10 races this year, but 
he took full advantage of pole 
position on Sunday by com-
fortably holding on to first 
place.

Quartararo endured a rare 
off day in Assen, the Monster 
Energy Yamaha rider finishing 
outside the points after twice 
crashing to see his champion-
ship lead cut.

Bagnaia is now 66 points 
behind the Frenchman head-
ing into the five-week break, 
while Aleix Espargaro is with-
in 21 points of top spot after 
making an exceptional recov-
ery.

The drama at Circuit As-
sen started at Turn 5 when 
Quartararo, in an attempt to 
take second place from Espar-
garo, collided with his rival in 
a hugely contentious moment.

Both riders ended in the 
gravel before rejoining. But 
while Espargaro brilliantly 
made up ground, Quartararo 
was left with too much to 
do and crashed for a second 
time.

The reigning world cham-
pion high-sided out of Turn 5 
and landed awkwardly, bring-
ing an end to his race and 
marking his first MotoGP 
retirement since Valencia in 
2020.

The rain started to fall soon 
after, adding even more drama 
to a race that had it all, though 
ultimately Bagnaia saw things 
through by holding off Marco 
Bezzecchi.

Jack Miller, who served a 
long lap penalty, was not able 
to join his Ducati team-mate 
on the podium as he failed to 
catch Maverick Vinales - his 
first top-three finish for April-
ia.

Miller was then over-
taken by Espargaro, who also 
moved in front of Brad Binder 
to climb from sixth to fourth 
in an exceptional final lap as 
the title race was blown wide 
open.

Because of his recent run 

of retirements, Bagnaia admit-
ted that the light rain that fell 
in latter stages of the Dutch 
GP made his scared of suffer-
ing another crash.

“Was scary, really scary,” 
Bagnaia said of the late rain-
fall.

“When I looked at the big 
screen, I just saw the screen 
one time, I was seeing Aleix 
on the gravel and a blue bike 
there.

“So, I imagined it was Fa-
bio with Aleix, so for sure we 
had a bit of luck.

“But then I just said ‘ok, I 

can be more relaxed, I can do 
my race with more calm’. But 
looking at the gap with [Mar-
co] Bezzecchi, he was always 
catching.

“So, I had to push again, 
I had to open this gap again 
to be smarter and more calm 
again later in the race.

“But then the rain came. 
When I saw the rain I just 
slowed down a bit, but Bezzec-
chi was pushing again.

“So, it was very difficult. 
I was terrified to crash again, 
so the main thing was to finish 
the race. It wasn’t easy, but I 

tried to be smart, I tried to not 
push over the limit.”

Bagnaia explained that 
he initially lost time to the 
chasing Bezzecchi when the 
rain started to fall because he 
thought the track was wetter 
than it actually was, and was 
thrown off by water droplets 
flicking onto the inside of his 
Ducati’s screen when he re-
moved a visor tear-off.

“My problem was that I 
saw the rain and I was think-
ing it was more slippery than 
what it was in reality,” he add-
ed.

“The problem is when it’s 
raining, and when it’s light 
rain, and you have the tear off, 
the rain comes from the tear 
off onto your screen.

“You start to not see things 
clearly, so I just removed 
the tear off and I lost like six 
tenths, five tenths.

“I lost a lot of time, and he 
[Bezzecchi] was catching me 
like it was not raining.

“I was pushing without 
pushing because when it’s 
raining you can’t hit the cor-
ners like normal. But I found a 
way to ride and it was ok.” 

 (inputs motorsport.com)

Ducati’s Italian rider scores dramatic Dutch Grand Prix victory from pole position

Bagnaia reignites title hopes as 
Quartararo crashes out at Assen

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

CARLOS Alcaraz has been 
checking out footage of Wim-
bledon greats including Roger 
Federer as he bids to sharpen 
up his raw grass-court game.

The 19-year-old Alcaraz 
has shot up to number seven 
in the ATP rankings after win-
ning four titles this year, hav-
ing begun 2022 outside the 
top 30. However, he has lit-
tle in the way of pedigree on 
grass, having been stopped in 
his tracks in round two last 
year by Daniil Medvedev, win-
ning just seven games.

Of his titles this year, three 
have come on clay and one on 
a hard court.

Alcaraz reached the quarter-
finals of the Wimbledon boys’ 
singles in 2019, losing to Ameri-
can Martin Damm, and regard-
less of his recent stellar form, 
it is difficult to predict how he 
might fare in London this year.

It is clear that Alcaraz be-
lieves he can learn to play on 
the grass, and that he will pull 
out all the stops to become a 
champion on the fast lawns of 
London, beginning on Monday.

“I’m trying to copy some 
things from the best ones,” he 
said. “I always watch videos: 
Federer, [Novak] Djokovic, 
Rafa [Nadal] and Andy [Mur-
ray] as well, trying to copy 
the moves.” That quartet has 
dominated at Wimbledon for 
two decades now. The last 
player not from that group 

to win the men’s singles was 
Lleyton Hewitt in 2002, with 
Federer landing eight titles, 
Djokovic six, Nadal two and 
Murray two.

Federer is the only one of 
Wimbledon’s ‘Big Four’ absent 
this year; knee trouble pre-
venting him taking part.

Alcaraz, who is seeded 
fifth, predicted this Wimbledon 
will be a “tough” assignment in 
his own fledgling career.

However, seeing fellow 
Spaniard Nadal get to grips with 
grass early in his own career has 
instructed Alcaraz it is a surface 
that he should not fear.

Nadal was 22 when he won 
the first of his Wimbledon titles, 
and 20 when he first reached a 
final at the All England Club.

Alcaraz is not entirely ruling 
out challenging this year, be-
cause that is how he approaches 
every event he enters.

He will start on Monday 
against Germany’s Jan-Len-
nard Struff, with that match 
given a prestigious Court One 
billing, such is Alcaraz’s rising 
status.

“Of course, watching Rafa 
– I would say he is more for 
clay courts – winning so many 
tournaments on grass, winning 
twice here in Wimbledon, you’d 
think that you are able to adapt 
your game to grass courts,” Al-
caraz told the media on Sun-
day. “But I would say I have a 
game that is going to adapt well 
on grass, trying to go to the net, 
playing aggressive.

“I would say I’m able to 
play well on grass, and it was 
said I couldn’t prepare well 
for Wimbledon this year, but I 
always come to every tourna-
ment thinking I’m able to do 
good results or even able to 
win the tournament.”

Alcaraz turns to tapes of Federer 
to learn mastering grass

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz during a press conference at the All England Club 
ahead of Wimbledon 2022 in London on Sunday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

No panic from Halep as former champion seeks title
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

SIMONA Halep is confident 
she would know how to han-
dle a Wimbledon panic attack 
after her traumatic recent Ro-
land Garros experience.

The former world number 
one is ready for her first return 
to action at the All England 
Club since landing the 2019 ti-
tle, having missed out last year 
due to a calf injury.

With the 2020 champion-
ships cancelled due to the pan-
demic, it has been a three-year 
wait for Halep to make an-
other SW19 appearance, and 
plenty has changed in her life 
since then.

She married last year and 
has a high-profile new coach 

in Patrick Mouratoglou, who 
helped to guide the career of 
Serena Williams for almost a 
decade.

Last month saw Halep suf-
fer an on-court panic attack 
during a shock second-round 
defeat to Zheng Qinwen at 
the French Open, and she 
was quick to speak about the 
episode immediately after the 
match, determined it would 
be an important step in mov-
ing on.

“Hopefully it doesn’t hap-
pen again because I didn’t 
like it,” Halep said in a news 
conference on Sunday, a day 
ahead of Wimbledon getting 
under way.

“It was coming from no-
where because I was leading 
the match. Probably just the 

pressure of the tournament, 
the fact that I struggled last 
year. I didn’t believe that I’m 
strong enough, probably.

“But now I feel stronger, 
and I feel that if it’s going to 
happen again, I will know how 
to handle it.

“It’s never easy. It was re-

ally tough to handle it. But 
lately everyone goes through 
this, with all the situation in 
the world. I will not be hard on 
myself that I was weak in that 
match.

“I just take it as an experi-
ence and as a lesson, so next 
time I’ll be better.” Halep has 
a tough Wimbledon opener 
against Karolina Muchova, 
an unseeded player who has 
reached the quarter-finals in 
the past two editions of the 
tournament.

That match will take place 
on Tuesday, but it will not 
open up play on Centre Court.

That is usually the hon-
our afforded to the defending 
champion, but Ash Barty has 
retired since beating Karolina 
Pliskova in last year’s final.

QATAR HANDBALL TEAM QUALIFIES  
FOR 2023 ANOC WORLD BEACH GAMES 

Italy’s Francesco Bagnaia celebrates after the Dutch Moto GP race at 
the TT circuit in Assen, Netherlands, on Sunday. (AFP)

Results
Dutch Grand Prix: Top 10
1. Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati Lenovo Team) 
40’25.2050 
2. Marco Bezzecchi (Mooney VR46 Racing Team) 
+ 0.444
3. Maverick Viñales (Aprilia Racing) + 1.209
4. Aleix Espargaro (Aprilia Racing) + 2.585
5. Brad Binder (Red Bull KTM Factory Racing) + 
2.721
6. Jack Miller (Ducati Lenovo Team) + 3.045
7. Jorge Martin (Prima Pramac Racing) + 4.340
8. Joan Mir (Team Suzuki Ecstar) + 8.185
9. Miguel Oliveira (Red Bull KTM Factory Racing) 
+ 8.325
10. Alex Rins (Team Suzuki Ecstar) + 8.596

Standings
MotoGP Race Top 10:
1. Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati Lenovo Team)
2. Marco Bezzecchi (Mooney VR46 Racing Team) 
+ 0.444
3. Maverick Viñales (Aprilia Racing) + 1.209
4. Aleix Espargaro (Aprilia Racing) + 2.585
5. Brad Binder (Red Bull KTM Factory Racing) + 
2.721
6. Jack Miller (Ducati Lenovo Team) + 3.045
7. Jorge Martin (Prima Pramac Racing) + 4.340
8. Joan Mir (Team Suzuki Ecstar) + 8.185
9. Miguel Oliveira (Red Bull KTM Factory Racing) 
+ 8.325
10. Alex Rins (Team Suzuki Ecstar) + 8.596.

Results & Standings

Qatar’s beach handball team qualified for 2023 ANOC World Beach Games after they beat Uruguay 2-0 in the 
fifth-place match at the 2022 Men’s Beach Handball World Championships on Sunday. Mohsen Mohammed 
Alyafeai in the Qatar goal was key, ensuring a 19-18 first half with two late saves and his side saw the job  
complete with an 18-16 in the second half victory. Qatar had secured their place in the world championships 
after claiming the second place in the 8th Asian Beach Handball Championships held in Tehran in March 2022.

Tunisian Ons Jabeur during a practice session at the All England Club 
at Wimbledon in London on Sunday. Jabeur will rise to world number 
two in WTA rankings on Monday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

Simona Halep on Sunday.
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ICC
HEADINGLEY

OLLIE POPE and Joe Root 
producing a superb partner-
ship on day four, building on 
Jack Leach’s five-wicket haul 
earlier in the day, to leave 
England well-placed to record 
a 3-0 series win over New Zea-
land on Sunday.

Daryl Mitchell and Tom 
Blundell have been the two 
best batters on tour for New 
Zealand. 

They have often come to-
gether and bailed their side 
out of trouble. The second in-
nings in Headingley was no 
different. After England’s late 
strikes late on day three, the 
pressure was on the pair to 
produce the goods for the Ki-
wis once again. They did ex-
actly that. 

Resuming on 168/5, the 
pair batter patiently for the 
first hour, before becoming 
a bit more adventurous with 
the bat. Once again frustrating 
the England bowlers, the two 
slowly but surely started to 
build on New Zealand’s lead, 
nearing their half-centuries in 
the meanwhile. 

Their partnership would 
reach the 93-run mark at the 
end of the session, as New 
Zealand’s lead grew to 223. 

The hosts needed to hit 
back in the afternoon session 
in order to regain control of 
the contest and an inspired 
performance by Matthew 
Potts and Jack Leach allowed 
them to do just that. 

Potts would get the ball 
rolling, trapping Mitchell after 
he reached his half-century. 
Leach would then replicate 
his performance from the first 
innings, blowing away the 
New Zealand tail. The wick-
ets of Michael Bracewell, Tim 
Southee and Neil Wagner all 
came in relatively quick suc-

cession. 
Boult would be the final 

man to depart, with Leach 
getting a ten-wicket haul for 
the match. Blundell’s brilliant 

tour with the bat ended with 
him remaining unbeaten on 
88. The target was set for the 
hosts – 296 runs for a 3-0 se-
ries clean sweep.

A target of 296 to win 
the third Test was far from 
straightforward, nevermind 
that England struggled to get 
close to such a total for much 

of the past two years.
But there’s a different vibe 

to this ‘Baz-ball’ England era, 
and they put themselves in a 
commanding position come 
the close of day four thanks to 
their classy numbers three and 
four.

Pope and Root will resume 
on the final day with half-cen-
turies already to their name, 
with the pair’s 132-run part-
nership taking the sting out of 
New Zealand’s attack follow-
ing the loss of the openers.

With 113 runs required on 
Monday it will take a collapse 
in the style of old-England to 
deny them from here.

Pope and Root take England 
closer to victory, clean sweep

AGENCIES
LONDON/MUMBAI

INDIA’S preparation for this 
week’s Test against England 
have hit a hurdle with news 
that captain Rohit Sharma has 
tested positive to Covid-19.

The BCCI confirmed Ro-
hit had tested positive via a 
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) on 
Saturday, with the India skip-
per currently in isolation at 
the team hotel ahead of the 
rescheduled fifth Test against 
England that commences in 
Edgbaston on Friday.

Rohit had been participat-
ing in India’s warm-up match 
against a Leicestershire XI at 
Uptonsteel County Ground, 
with the 35-year-old having 
made 25 in the opening in-
nings of the match on Thurs-

day.
However Rohit did not 

feature during India’s sec-
ond innings on Saturday, 
with the BCCI confirming 
the right-hander will under-
go further testing on Sunday 
to determine the extent of 
his ailment.

The Test in Edgbaston is 
the fifth and final Test match 
of the series that commenced 
last year but had to be post-
poned following a Covid out-
break in the India camp.

India currently lead the 
series 2-1 and can claim their 
first Test series triumph on 
England soil since 2007 by 
avoiding defeat in Birming-
ham.

If Rohit does recover in 
time to lead India during the 
match it will be his first Test 

in charge away from home af-
ter he took over the captaincy 
from Virat Kohli earlier this 
year.

A Test victory for India will 
also provide them with valu-
able points on the World Test 
Championship standings, with 
Rohit’s side currently occupy-
ing third place on the stand-
ings behind Australia and 
South Africa.

Recently, Rohit Sharma 
completed his 15 years in in-
ternational cricket for India. 
He made his ODI debut for 
the national side on this day 
in 2007 against Ireland in Bel-
fast. He took to social media 
to share a heartwarming mes-
sage on completing 15 years in 
international cricket.

“Hello everyone, Today 
I will be completing 15 years 

of international cricket since 
I made my debut for India. 
What a journey it has been, 
surely one that I will cherish 
for the rest of my life. 

“I just want to thank every-
one who has been a part of this 
journey and a special thanks 
to the people who helped me 
become the player that I am 
today. To all the cricket lovers, 
fans and critics your love and 
support for the team is what 
gets us over those hurdles we 
all inevitably come across. 
Thanking you, RS,” said the 
star Indian batter in his mes-
sage.

He was named among 
Wisden’s Five Cricketers of the 
Year in their 2022 edition. 

In the same year, he was 
named India’s all-format cap-
tain.

Covid strikes India camp ahead of rescheduled England Test

The BCCI confirmed Rohit Sharma had tested positive via a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) on Saturday, with the 
India skipper currently in isolation at the team hotel ahead of the rescheduled fifth Test against England 
that commences in Edgbaston on Friday. (Pic: @ICC)

ANI
LEEDS

ENGLAND wicketkeeper bat-
ter Ben Foakes has been ruled 
out of the ongoing Test against 
New Zealand at Headingley af-
ter contracting COVID-19.

In his absence, Sam Bill-
ing has been drafted into the 
XI as a COVID replacement. 
Billings has been part of Kent 
in the Vitality T20 Blast but 
will slot straight into the play-
ing XI. Foakes complained of 
a stiff back on Saturday and 
did not take the field on day 
three of the third Test between 
England and New Zealand. In 
his temporary absence, Jonny 
Bairstow took the gloves.

“The rest of the England 
party follows health protocols 
of symptom reporting and 
subsequent testing if required. 
There are no other positive 
cases in the camp,” read ECB’s 
statement.

The further medical as-
sessment showed that Foakes 
was positive for COVID-19 
after taking the Lateral Flow 
Test. Furthermore, his availa-
bility for the Test against India 
is also in doubt.

The rescheduled Test, 
which is set to begin on July 
1, has already been marred by 
bad news after India skipper 
Rohit Sharma tested positive 
for COVID as per an update by 
BCCI earlier.

Foakes ruled out of Headingley 
Test due to COVID-19

AGENCIES/TNN
GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA)

WEST Indies paceman Kemar 
Roach’s triple strike left Bang-
ladesh searching for answers 
on the third day of the second 
Test at the Darren Sammy Sta-
dium on Sunday.

Soon after tea, Bangladesh 
were battling at 73 for 4, still 
trailing by 101 runs in the sec-
ond innings.  

Roach removed Tamim 
Iqbal, Mahmudul Joy and An-
amul Haque to have figures of 
22 for 3 in eight overs. Jayden 
Seales then trapped Litton Das 
lbw for 19.

Najmul Hossain Shanto 
was batting on 28 with Shakib 
Al Hasan giving him company 
on 3 when reports last came in.

Earlier, West Indies had 

made 408 in reply to Bang-
ladesh’s first innings total of 
234. 

Kyle Mayers’ second Test 
century put the hosts in con-
trol after the second day.

Things were looking some-
what grim for West Indies 
when they lost three quick 
wickets just prior to lunch on 
day two to fall to 132/4, but 
Kyle Mayers took over with 
a splendid knock to give the 
hosts the ascendancy.

Mayers batted sensibly 
when required and attacked 
the bad deliveries when they 
came to score his second Test 
century and put his side in 
control at stumps on day two.

The left-hander was par-
ticularly savage on anything 
loose that he could hammer 
through the point and cover 

region and this helped him fin-
ish the day unbeaten on 126.

While Mayers’ 116-run 
partnership with Jermaine 
Blackwood (40) did the ma-
jority of the damage, it was the 
unbeaten 92-run stand with 
Joshua Da Silva (26*) late in 
the day that really took any 
glimmer of hope away from 
Bangladesh.

With star spinner Shakib 
Al Hasan going wicketless 
through 18 overs, it was left to 
fellow tweaker Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz to do the majority of the 
damage for the visitors.

Mehidy picked up the key 
wicket of West Indies captain 
Kraigg Brathwaite (51) early in 
his spell.
Scores: Bangladesh 234 & 
78-4  in session 3 of Day 3 vs 
West Indies 408.

Roach’s triple strike lays 
Bangladesh low

Sports 15Monday, June 27, 2022

England’s Joe Root (L) and Ollie Pope celebrate their 100 partnership on Day 4 of the third Test against New Zealand at the Headingley Cricket 
Ground in Leeds, northern England, on Sunday. England need a further 113 runs to win with eight wickets in hand. (AFP)

New Zealand 1st Innings 329 (D Mitchell 109, T 
Blundell 55; J Leach 5-100, S Broad 3-62)
England 1st Innings 360 (J Bairstow 162, J Overton 
97; T Boult 4-104, T Southee 3-100)
New Zealand 2nd Innings (overnight: 168-5)
T. Latham c Bairstow b Overton  76
W. Young c Pope b Potts  8
K. Williamson c Bairstow b Potts  48
D. Conway c Pope b Root  11
H. Nicholls c and b Leach  7
D. Mitchell lbw b Potts  56
T. Blundell not out  88
M. Bracewell c Crawley b Leach  9

T. Southee b Leach  2
N. Wagner c Billings b Leach  0
T. Boult b Leach  4
Extras: (b9, lb2, nb2, w4)  17
Total: (All out, 105.2 overs, 474 mins)  326
Fall of wickets: 1-28 (Young), 2-125 (Latham), 3-152 
(Conway), 4-153 (Williamson), 5-161 (Nicholls), 6-274 
(Mitchell), 7-291 (Bracewell), 8-305 (Southee), 9-305 
(Wagner), 10-326 (Boult).
Bowling: Broad 24-7-63-0; Leach 32.2-12-66-5; Potts 
25-5-66-3 (1w); Overton 14-2-61-1 (1nb, 3w); Stokes 
4-0-30-0 (1nb); Root 6-0-29-1.
England 2nd Innings (Target: 296)

A. Lees run out (Williamson/Boult)  9
Z. Crawley c Williamson b Bracewell  25
O. Pope not out  81
J. Root not out  55
Extras: (b5, lb6, nb2)  13
Total: (For 2 wkts, 39 overs, 177 mins)  183
To bat: J Bairstow, B Stokes, S Billings, J Overton, M 
Potts, J Leach, S Broad.
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Lees), 2-51 (Crawley)
Bowling: Boult 9-2-37-0; Southee 12-4-32-0; 
Bracewell 11-0-70-1; Wagner 7-1-33-0 (2nb).
Match position: England need a further 113 runs to win 
with eight wickets standing.

Scoreboard

Kemar Roach (L), of West Indies, celebrates the dismissal of Mahmudul 
Hasan Joy (R), of Bangladesh on the third day of the 2nd Test at Darren 
Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros Islet, Saint Lucia, on Sunday. (AFP)

India’s Deepak Hooda plays a shot during the Twenty20 International 
against Ireland at Malahide cricket club in Dublin on Sunday. The T20 
International was the first of two fixtures India play against Ireland on 
their summer tour of Ireland and England. (AFP)

India score easy 
win over Ireland

AGENCIES
DUBLIN

WORLD-NUMBER-ONE side 
India secured a comfortable 
seven-wicket win over Ireland 
in the first of a two-game T20 
series in Malahide, reports 
BBC.com.

In a match reduced to 12 
overs due to rain in county Dub-
lin on Sunday, Harry Tector hit 
an impressive 64 not out as the 
hosts posted a total of 108-4.

India showed their quality 
to chase down their target eas-
ily, ending on 111-3 with two 
overs to spare. The two sides 
will meet again at the same 
venue on Tuesday.

Deepak Hooda was the 
tourist’s top scorer with an un-
beaten 47 from 29 balls, ably 
assisted by Ishan Kishan (26) 
and stand-in captain Hardik 
Pandya (24), with Craig Young 
impressing with the ball for 
the hosts to take two wickets.

After the match was de-

layed by over two hours due 
to heavy rain, Ireland - 14th 
in the world standings - had a 
disastrous start with the bat.

Tector and Lorcan Tucker 
got a foothold in the game for 
Ireland with a fourth-wicket 
partnership before Tucker fi-
nally went for 18 runs as Tector 
went on to hit 64 from 33 balls.

India made a strong start 
with the bat with Hooda hit-
ting six fours and two sixes in 
a 29-ball knock that helped 
carry them past their 109-run 
target easily with 16 balls to 
spare. 

Pandya’s 24 came from 12 
balls and included three sixes, 
while Kishan’s 26 was from 11 
with two sixes and three fours 
in a convincing display.
Scores: (Match reduced to 12 
overs)
Ireland 108-4 (12 overs): 
(Tector 64*, Tucker 18; Chahal 
1-11) lost to India 111-3 (9.2 
overs): (Hooda 47*, Kishan 26; 
Young 2-18) by seven wickets.
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President of Malta visits National Museum of Qatar
QNA 
DOHA

PRESIDENT of Malta George 
Vella, his wife, and the accom-
panying delegation visited the 
National Museum of Qatar 
(NMoQ) on Sunday.

During the visit, the presi-
dent was briefed on NMoQ’s 
important exhibits and heard 
a detailed explanation of the 
museum’s precious items from 
Deputy CEO of Museums and 
Director of National Museum 
of Qatar Sheikha Amna bint 
Abdulaziz Al Thani.

He also toured the galler-
ies that introduce the lives of 
the people of Qatar on land and 
coasts, and the traditional ar-
chitecture of Qatar.

The president was also 
briefed on the most important 
holdings related to pearls and 

jewellery design, in addition to 
the galleries of modern Qatari 
history.

Sheikha Amna presented 

a memorial book about the 
museum to the president, who 
in turn presented a luxurious 
publication of a document rep-

resenting the oldest piece of lit-
erature written in the Maltese 
language dating back to the 
Middle Ages.

President Vella signed the 
NMoQ honourary record, ex-
pressing his admiration for this 
cultural edifice, its architectural 

design and the treasures it con-
tains. The Maltese president 
was accompanied during the 
tour by Acting Charge d’Affaires 

of the Embassy of Qatar in Mal-
ta HE Khalid Ali Abdullah Abel 
and Ambassador of Malta to 
Qatar HE Charles Sultana.

QU develops intelligent crowd 
management, control systems
for FIFA 2022 WC mega event

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN collaboration with the Su-
preme Committee for delivery 
and Legacy (SC), Qatar Univer-
sity (QU) College of Engineer-
ing has developed intelligent 
crowd management and con-
trol systems, including multiple 
components for crowd count-
ing, face recognition and ab-
normal event detection (AED). 

The QU research team, led 
by Prof Sumaya Al-Maadeed as 
the lead principal investigator 
in the study, includes Dr Noor 
Al-Maadeed, associate dean of 
graduate studies for Academic 
Affairs and associate professor 
of Computer Engineering, Dr. 
Khalid Abualsaud, lecturer of 
Computer Engineering, Prof 
Amr Mohamed, professor of 
Computer Engineering, Prof. 
Tamer Khattab, professor of 
electrical engineering and act-
ing director of Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning Cent-
er, Dr Yassine Himeur, post-
doctoral researcher, Dr Omar 
Elharrouss. post-doctoral 
researcher, and Najmath Ot-
takath, Master’s student.

The security and safety of 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
players, spectators and other 
people present at the event is 
at the center of the attention 
of the Organization Commit-
tee. Typically, security risks 
increase multi-fold, consider-
ing the large scale of the event 
and the significant number 
of fans expected to attend it 
(more than 1.5 million fans). 
Thus, the security of the FIFA 
WC Qatar 2022 is challenging 
due to the increasing number 
of possible threats and use of 
technology.

Using edge technologies, 
such as AI, drone-based com-
puter vision and ICT, provides 
promising perspectives to en-
sure the security and safety of 
the players, spectators, and oth-
er people attending the event 
and helps efficiently manage 

crowds and identify people and 
abnormal events.

This project aims to use 
AI and drone-based video sur-
veillance to optimize crowd 
management and control in 
FIFA WC 2022 sporting facili-
ties. Typically, the team’s effort 
focuses on (i) ensuring sta-
dium safety and security plans 
where the fans do not need to 
think about their security, (ii) 
detecting abnormal events, 
(iii) tracking and recognizing 
suspicious persons using face 
recognition tools, (iv) main-
taining the privacy of the fans 
by using edge-computing plat-
forms where recorded data are 
processed locally.

Crowd management at 
the World Cup stadiums and 
their perimeters is crucial to 
ensure the safety and smooth-
ness of the World Cup events 
due to the inherent occlusion 
and density of the crowd in-
side and outside the stadiums. 
FIFA World Cup 2022 will rely 
on the deployment of cutting-
edge technologies, such as 
surveillance drones, ICT, and 
AI, to optimize crowd manage-
ment. In this respect, the QU 

research team has first devel-
oped a crowd counting system 
from drones’ data, which ex-
ploits the dilated and scaled 
neural networks to extract 
pertinent features and density 
crowd estimations. 

Additionally, a new dataset 
for crowd counting in sports 
facilities named Football Sup-
porters Crowd Dataset (FSC-
Set) is introduced. It includes 
6000 images labeled manually 
and representing various types 
of scenes, containing thou-
sands of people gathering in or 
around the stadiums.  

The research team’s effort 
has also focused on develop-
ing a face recognition system, 
which considers faces under 
pose variations using a multi-
task convolutional neural net-
work (CNN). Specifically, a cas-
cade structure was employed to 
combine a pose estimation ap-
proach and a face identification 
module. The CNN-based pose 
estimation approach has been 
trained on three categories of 
face images, including left side, 
frontal, and right side captures. 
Moving on, three CNN architec-
ture, namely VGG-16+PReLU 

left, VGG-16+PReLU front, and 
VGG-16+PReLU right, have 
been deployed to identify faces 
based on the estimated pose. 
Additionally, a skin-based face 
segmentation scheme, based 
on structure-texture decompo-
sition and a color-invariant de-
scription, has been introduced 
to remove useless face informa-
tion (e.g., background content). 
Empirical evaluations have 
been conducted on four popu-
lar face recognition datasets, 
where the proposed system has 
outperformed related state-of-
the-art schemes.  

Recently, using drone-
based video surveillance, ab-
normal event detection (AED) 
is receiving increasing atten-
tion due to its reliability and 
cost-effectiveness. Drones 
augmented with cameras can 
monitor crowds in the perim-
eter of stadiums and/or other 
public venues during the FIFA 
World Cup 2022. To that end, 
the research team, led by Prof. 
S. Al-Maadeed, has developed 
a novel AED, which aims at 
learning abnormal actions us-
ing both normal and abnormal 
segments. 

QatarDebate signs MoU to open 
Arabic Language Studies Center 
at Fatih Sultan Mehmet varsity

QNA 
ISTANBUL

QATARDEBATE Centre, a 
member of Qatar Founda-
tion for Education, Science 
and Community Development 
(QF), signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) with 
Fatih Sultan Mehmet Univer-
sity in Turkey, to inaugurate 
the Center for Arabic Lan-
guage Studies and Debates on 
the university campus.

The MoU was signed on 
the sidelines of International 
Universities Debating Cham-
pionship in Arabic, which was 
organised by the Center in Is-
tanbul in order to operational-
ise the partnership between the 
two parties. 

The MoU was signed by 
QatarDebate Executive Direc-
tor Dr Hayat Abdullah Marafi 
and President of Fatih Sultan 
Mehmet University Dr Mehmet 
Fatih Andy, in the presence of 
President of Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU) Dr Ahmad 
Mujahid, Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education Dr Ibrahim 
bin Saleh Al Naimi and a host 
of academic figures in Fatih 
Sultan Mehmet University and 
the centre’s employees.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr Marafi expressed her pleas-
ure to sign the MoU, which 
comes as part of efforts to 
boost the cooperation between 
the centre and the university, 
stressing that the cooperation 
has resulted in hosting the 6th 
International Universities De-
bating Championship in Arabic 
in Istanbul, which is being or-
ganised for the first time out-
side Qatar.

She praised the great ef-
fort made for the opening of 
the Center for Arabic Language 
Studies and Debates, which will 
serve as a beacon for students, 
pointing out that the centre will 
offer a fertile and encouraging 
learning environment for Turk-
ish and Arab students wishing 
to learn the Arabic language 
and debate at all levels of study.

For his part, Dr Andy said 
that the memorandum is a con-

solidation of the extended part-
nership between the two sides 
in the implementation of joint 
work and programmes in the 
future, including spreading the 
culture of debates in the Arabic 
language in Turkey, training 
students and those whore are 
interested and enabling them 
to develop their skills.

He noted that the univer-
sity and the centre will play a 
major role under this memo-
randum in disseminating the 
culture of analogy in the Arabic 
language in Turkey and coop-
eration in organising and host-
ing academic programmes and 
international events, in addi-
tion to academic and scientific 
exchange.

He pointed out that the 
Arabic language is one of the 
most widely used languages, as 
mastering Arabic is an effective 
means of cultural, economic 
and scientific communication 
because of its great importance 
to Muslims and a transmitter 
and basis for the ancient Islam-
ic civilization

Dr Andy emphasised that 
the university pays great atten-
tion to the Arabic language, as 
a college was inaugurated to 
teach its sciences in the Arabic 
language, in addition to an ed-
ucation college with a curricu-
lum that contains the Arabic 
language.

The university also printed 
numerous books with the lan-
guage of the Quran, he added, 
elucidating that such study 
has qualified the university 
students to participate in the 
European Arabic Debating 
Championship held in Vienna 
in 2019, and subsequently in 
the 5th International Champi-
onship that was held in Doha in 
the same year.

Dr Andy added that the rela-
tions between QatarDebate and 
the university are strong and 
evolving, and have resulted in 
the organisation of the National 
Turkish Debating Champion-
ship in Arabic language, which 
was organised by QatarDebate 
and hosted by Fatih University 
in 2019, and the recent 6th In-
ternational Championship for 
Universities Debating in Ara-
bic, which was held from June 
17 to 22 in Istanbul.

Under the MoU signed 
between the two sides, Fatih 
Sultan Mehmet University in 
Turkey shall offer an official 
headquarters on its campus, 
characterised by an internal 
system and annual work plans 
in coordination between the 
departments of QatarDebate 
and the university, and the 
centre includes within its scope 
of work all Turkish universities 
and high schools of Imams and 
preachers.

HBKU-CSE develops AI-enabled system to diagnose cardiovascular ailments
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

LEVERAGING state-of-the-
art techniques in artificial in-
telligence (AI), scientists at 
the College of Science and En-
gineering (CSE) at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU), 
have proposed a novel AI-
enabled system that can be 
used to diagnose cardiovascu-
lar diseases (CVDs) based on 
retinal (innermost, thin, light 
sensitive layer of eye) images 
and bone health data.

This seminal method was 
developed in-house at CSE, 
HBKU and was funded by 
Qatar Biobank (QBB). The re-
search findings were published 
in the ‘Open Access Sensors’ 
journal which is publicly avail-

able for the community.
CSE’s proposed deep 

learning-based system diag-
noses CVDs using combined 
information from two imag-
ing techniques. The first, reti-
nal images, provides medical 
practitioners with a fast way to 
examine optic nerves and di-
agnose diseases such as hyper-
tension, diabetic retinopathy, 
or arteriosclerosis.

The second is dual-energy 
X-ray absorptiometry (DXA) 
data on bone mineral density. 
DXA is a form of non-invasive 
X-ray technology used to ana-
lyse bone health and bone loss. 
DXA has been approved re-
cently for use in CVD diagnosis 
by the United States’ Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA).

The investigators lever-

aged deep learning techniques 
to fuse the two sets of informa-
tion (retinal imaging plus DXA 
data) to diagnose the onset of 
CVD in a sample group of Qa-
tari adults. Based on the ex-
periment results, the proposed 

novel method demonstrates 
major potential advancement 
for the early detection of CVD 
in a fast, non-invasive, and 
low-cost manner.

In Qatar, 69 percent of 
mortalities are caused by 

chronic diseases where 24 
percent are caused by CVDs. 
CSE’s research is in line with 
the Qatar National Health 
Strategy 2018-2022 which 
aims at reducing the mortality 
rate caused by diseases such 

as CVD by 15 percent. One way 
of achieving this is by utilis-
ing precision or personalised 
health for its early detection 
and diagnosis.

Dr. Tanvir Alam, Assistant 
Professor in the Information 
and Computing Technology 
Division at CSE, and the pro-
ject’s lead principal investiga-
tor, said: “At the heart of this 
study is the use of state-of-the-
art AI techniques to prevent, 

diagnose, and treat cardio-
vascular disease. The results 
demonstrate how the use of 
AI in healthcare, especially 
deep learning-based models, 
is evolving and its exciting po-
tential to be expanded in clini-
cal settings. The study has been 
enriched by the joint efforts of 
our research collaborators, ex-
periments by HBKU PhD stu-
dent Hamada Al-Absi, and co-
operation with Qatar Biobank.”

Dr Mounir Hamdi, Found-
ing Dean of CSE, HBKU com-
mented on the study out-
comes: “This kind of seminal, 
innovative research conducted 
at CSE, will enable precision 
medicine solutions for Qatari 
society and elevate Qatar’s 
leadership in the field of AI 
and personalised healthcare.”

Dr. Tanvir Alam Hamada Al-Absi Dr Mounir Hamdi

The investigators leveraged 
deep learning techniques to 
fuse the two sets of infor-
mation (retinal imaging 
plus DXA data) to diagnose 
the onset of CVD in a sam-
ple group of Qatari adults


